
1 CHAPTER XI11 

BATTALIONS OF UNWANTED BABIES THE CAUSE 
? OF WAR 

N every natlon of rmlltarlstlc tendencies we I find the reactlonarles demandmg a hgher 
and sbll hlgher blrth rate Thew plea 1s first, 
that great armes are needed to defend the 
country from ~ t s  posslble enemles second, that 
a huge populatlon 1s requlred to assure the 
country ~ t s  proper place among the powers of 
the world At bottom the two pleas are the 
same 

As soon as the country becomes overpopu- 
lated, these reactlonarles proclalm loudl~. ~ t s  

r moral rlght to expand They polnt to the huge 
populatlon, whlch m the name of patriotism , 

t they have previously demanded should be 
brought lnto belng Agaln pleadmg patri 
otlsm, they declare that ~t 1s the moral rlght 
of the natlon to take by force such room as ~t - 
needs Then comes war - usually against 
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some natlon supposed to be less well prepared 
than the aggressor 

Diplomats make lt them business to conceal 
the facts, and pohtlc~ans violently denounce the 
pohtlclans of other countries There 1s a long 
beatmg of tom toms by the press and all other 
agencles for duencmg  publlc oplmon Facts 
are dstorted and hes mvented untll the com 
mon people cannot get at the truth Yet, 
when the war 1s over lf not before, we always 
find that a place m the sun a path to the 
sea, ' a route to Indla ' or somethmg of the 
sort 1s at  the bottom of the trouble These are 
merely other names for expanslon 

The ' need of expanslon 1s only another 
name for overpopulation One supreme ex 
ample ~s s ac l en t  to drlve home t h s  truth 
That the Great War from the horror of 
which we are just b e g ~ m n g  to emerge had 
~ t s  source m over~opulatlon 1s too evldent to 
be denled by any serlous student of current 
hlstory 

For the past one hundred years most of the 
natlons of Europe have been pllmg up terrlfic 
debts to humamty by the encouragement of 
unllmlted numbers The rulers of these na 
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tions and then mllltarists have constantly 
called upon the people to breed, breed breed! 
Large populations meant more people to pro- 
duce wealth, more people to pay taxes more 
trade for the merchants more solhers to pro 
tect the wealth But more people also meant 
need of greater food supplles an urgent and 
natural need for expanslon 

As shown by C V Drysdale s famous 
War Map of Europe, the great conflld be 

gan among the hgh blrth rate countr~es- 
Germany, wlthl ~ t s  rate of 31 7, Austrla 
Hungary wlth :3 7 and 36 7 respectively 
Russ~a mth 45 4 Serbla mth 38 6 Italy with 
her 38 7 came m as the world 1s now well in 
formed through the publication of secret trea 
ties by the Sovlet government of Russla upon 
the promse of terrltory held by Austrla 
England, owmg to her small home area, is 
cramped mth her comparatively low b~r th  rate < 
of 26 3 France among the belligerents, is 
conspicuous for her low blrth rate of 19 9 but 
stood m the way of expanslon of hgh blrth 
rate Germany Nearly all of the persistently 
neutral countries - Holland Denmark Nor 

\ way  weh hen and Smtzerland have low blrth 
\ 
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rates, the average bemg a little over 26 
Owmg to the part Germany played In the 

war, a survey of her blrth statlstlcs 1s decidedly 
durmnatlng The lncrease m the German 
blrth rate up to 1876 was great Though ~t 
began to decllne then the decllne was not suf 
ficlent to offset the tremendous lncrease of the 
prevlous years There were mole mlllons to 
produce children so whle the average number 
of blrths per thousand was somewhat smaller 
the net Increase m populatlon was stdl huge 
From 41 000 000 m 1871 the year the Emplre 
was founded the German populatlon grew to 
approximately 67 000,000 m 1918 Mean 
whlle her food supply Increased only a very 
small per cent I n  1910, Russla had a blrth 
rate even hlgher than Germany s had ever been 
-a llttle less than 48 per thousand When 
czarlst Russla wanted an outlet to the Medl 
terranean by way of Constantmople, she was 
thlnlung of he1 lncieaslng populatlon Gel 
many was thnhlng of her mcreasmg popula 
tlon when she spoke as with one volce of a 

place m the sun 
For some decades sald the Royal Prus 

slan Journal m an artlcle quoted by the Ma1 
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thuslan (London) of Aprll 15 1911, ' the 
great growth of German populatlon has been 
almost ent~rely forced Into the towns, slnce of 
the four mllllons of Increase m five years, only 
a few can find places m agriculture as most 
properties are too small to permlt of lettlng 
off a portion And as regards the larger 
farms, the tendency of modern, cheaper ma 
chme methods 1s rather to produce a savlng of 
the more costly manual labor 

For some tlme past Germany has no 
longer been m the positlon of feedlng her own 
population and large quantltles of food as raw 
materials have to be ~mported, for whlch ex 
ports have to be exchanged It 1s doubtful 
whether even t h ~ s  can for long keep pace mth 
the present rate of Increase of populabon ' 

There were other utterances whlch just as 
frankly acknowledged that, hav~ng produced 
surplus populatlon Germany proposed to pro- 
cure by means of mar the expansion necessary 
to care for ~t Adelyne More, m Uncon- 
trolled Breedlng a study of the blrth rate m 
~ t s  relatlon to war, quoted the Berlmer Post 

Can a great and rapidly gromng natlon llke 
Germany always renounce all clalms to further 
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development or to the expanslon of ~ t s  poht~ 
cal power? The h a 1  settlement wlth France 
and England, the expanslon of our colonlal 
possessions, m order to create new German 
homes for the overflow of our populatlon- 
these are problems whlch must be faced m the 
near future Thls was pubhshed m 1913 

Just as frank was the recognition of the true 

1 
cause of mternatlonal confIlcts by a number of 
Brltlsh author~tles 

I n  Uncontrolled Breedmng ' the author 
quotes the Brltlsh Natlonal Comrmsslon s re 
port on The Decllnlng Blrth Rate The 
pressure of populatttlon m any country brlngs 
as a chlef hlstonc consequence overflows and 
mlgat~ons not ,only for peaceful settlement 
but for conquest and for the subjugation and 
exploltatlon of weaker peoples Thls always 
remalns a chlef cause of lnternat~onal 
dlsputes 

The mhtarlstlc clam for Germany s rlght 
to new territory was smply a clalm to the 
rlght of Me and food for the German bables 
-the same rlght that a chlck clams to burst 
its shell I f  there had not been other rmll~ons 
of people clamlng the same rlght, there would 
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have been no war But there were other - 
mllions 

The German rulers and leaders polnted out 
the fact that expansion meant more business 
for German merchants more work for German 
workmen at better wages, and more oppor 
tunities for Germans abroad They also 
pointed out that lack of expansion meant 
crowding and crushlng at home, hard tunes 
heavy burdens, lack of opportunity for 
Germans and what not I n  this way they 
gave the people of the Emplre a startling and 
true picture of what would happen from over 
crowding Once they realized the facts, the 
majority of Germans naturally welcomed the 
so called war of defense 

The argument was sound Once the 
German mothers had submitted to the plea 
for overbreeding ~t was inevitable that im 
perialistic Germany should make war Once 
.the battalions of unwanted babies came Into 
existence - babies whom the mothers dld not 
want but which they bore as a patriotic 
duty -it was too late to avold international 
conflict The great crlme of imperialistic 
Germany was its high birth rate 
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It has always been so Behnd all war has 
been the pressure of population Hlsto 
mans says Huxley point to the greed and 
ambltlon of rulers the reckless turbulence of 
the ruled, to the debas&g effects of wealth and 
luxury, and to the devastating wars whlch 
have formed a great part of the occupation of 
manlund, as the causes of the decay of states 
and the foundering of old clvllizatlons and 

., thereby polnt thelr story mth a moral But - beneath all t h ~ s  superficial turmoll lay the deep 
seated lrnpulse glven by unllrmted multlpll 
catlon " 

Robert Thomas Malthus formulator of the * 

doctrine whlch bears hu name pornted out 
m the closlng years of the eighteenth century 
the relatlon of overpopulation to war H e  
showed that manlund tends to Increase faster 
than the food supply H e  demonstrated that 
were it not for the more common dlsesses for- 

-- -plague-fame flo6ds and wars, human be~ngs 
would crowd each other to such an extent that 
the w e r y  would be even greater than ~t now 
IS These he described as- natural checks 
porntlng out that as long as no other cheeks 
are employed, such disasters are unavoidable 

, 
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If we do not exerclse sufficient judgment to 
regulate the blrth rate, we encounter dsease, 

\ starvation and war 
Both Darwln and John Stuart Mlll recog 

nlzed by Inference at  least, the fact that so 
called natural checks -and among them 
war - wdl operate ~f some sol t of lmtatlon 
1s not employed I n  h ~ s  Orzgzlz of Speczes 
Darmn says There 1s no exception to the 
rule that every orgamc belng naturally m 
creases a t  so hlgh a rate lf not destroj ed that 
the earth would soon be covered by the progeny 
of a angle paw Elsewhere he observes that 
we do not permit helpless human bemgs to  dle 
off but we create philanthropies and char1 
tles bulld asylums and hospitals and keep the 
me&cal profession busy preserving those who 

I 
could not otherwise survlve John Stuart 
MLLI, supporting the vlews of Malthus, speaks 
to exactly the same effect in regard to  the 
multlplylng power of organic bemgs, among 
them humanity In  other words, let countries 
become overpopulated and war 1s inemtable 
It follows as daylight follows the sunrlse 

When Charles Bradlaugh and Mrs Arne 
Besant were on trlal In England m I877 for 
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publlshlng lnformatlon concermng contracep 
tlves Mrs Besant put  the case bluntly to the 
court and the jury 

I have no doubt that IP natural checks 
were allowed to  operate rlght through the 
human as they do In the anlmal world, a better 
result would follow Among the brutes the 
weaker are drlven to the wall the dlseased fall 
out m the race of llfe The old brutes, when 
feeble or sickly are killed I f  men lnslsted 
that those who weie slckly should be allowed to 
&e mthout help of medlcine or sclence ~f those 
who are weak were put upon one slde and 
crushed d those who were old and useless were 
killed ~f those who were not capable of pro 
vldlng food for themselves were allowed to 

t starve, ~f all this were done, the struggle for 
existence among men would be as real as it 1s 
among brutes and would doubtless result m 
the production of a h~gher  race of men 

But  are you mlling to do that or to allow 
I - - __ --- lt to be done? 

W e  are not mllmng to let ~t be done Mother 
hearts cllng to children no matter how 

\ 
diseased misshapen and miserable Sons and 
daughters hold fast to parents no matter how 
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helpless We do not allow the weak to depart 
ne~ther do we cease to brmg more weak and 
helpless belngs lnto the world Among the 
dire results is war, which kills off not the weak 
and the helpless but the strong and the fit 

What shall be done? W e  have our choice 
of one of three policles We may abandon 
our science and leave the weak and dlseased 
to dle, or Hlll them as the brutes do Or we 
may go on overpopulating the earth and have 
our fammes and our wars whlle the earth 
exists Or we can accept the thrd, sane, 
senslble moral and practicable plan of birth 
control We can refuse to brlng weak, the 
helpless and the unwanted children Into the 
world W e  can iefuse to overcrowd families, 
natlons and the earth There are these ways 
to meet the s~tuation and only these three 
ways 

The world will never abandon ~ t s  preventive 
and curative science lt may be expected to 
elevate and extend ~t beyond our present imag 
inatlon The efforts to do away mth famne 
and the opposlt~on to war are gromng by leaps 
and bounds Upon these efforts are largely 
based our modern social revolutions 

There remalns on11 the third exped~ent - 
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blrth control, the real cure for war T h s  fact 
was called to the attention of the Peace Con 
ference m Pans, m 1919 by the Malthuslan 

1 League whlch adopted the followmg resolu 
tlon at  ~ t s  annual general meetlng m London 
m June of that year 

The Malthuslan League deslres to polnt 
out that the proposed scheme for the League 
of Natlons has neglected to take account of 
the important questions of the pressure of 
populatzon whlch causes the great znterm- 
tzonal economtc competztzon and rlvalry and 
of the zncrease of populatzon which u put for 
ward as a justlficatlon for clazmzng zncrease 

'of terntory It, therefore wlshes to put on 
record ~ t s  bellef that the League of Natlons 
will only be able to fulfill ~ t s  alm when zt adds 

\ a clause to the following effect 
That each Natlon desiring to enter Into 

the League of Nat~ons shall pledge itself so to  
restnct zts bzrth rate that its people shall be 

-- able to llve m comfort en thezr own domzmonS 
mthout need for terrltorlal expansion aiid that 
it shall recognize that zncrease of populatzon 
shall not ps tz fy  a demand elther for increase 
of terntory or for the compulsion of other 
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Natlons to admlt ~ t s  emgrants so that when 
all Natlons In the League have shown thew 
ablhty to llve on thelr own resources w~thout 
lnternatlonal rlvalrj they wlll be m a pos~tlon 
to fuse Into an lnternatlonal federation, and 
terrltorlal boundar~es wlll then have httle 
adnlficance 

9 s  a matter of course the Peace Conference 
pald no attention to the resolut~on for, as 
polnted out by Frank A Vanderllp, the 
Amerlcan financier that conference not only 
Ignored the economc factors of the world situ 
alon, but seemed unaware that Europe had 
produced more people than its fields could 

7 

feed So the resolution amounted to so much 
propaganda and nothlng more 

i 

Thls remedy can be applled only by woman 
and she wlll apply ~t She must and wlll see 
paot the call of pretended patr~otlsm and of 
glory of emplre and perceive what 1s true and 
what 1s false m these thlngs She wdl dlscover 

I 

what base uses the mlltarlst and the exploiter 
make of the ldeallsm of peoples Under the 
clamor of the pless permeating the ravlngs of 
the jlngoes she mll hear the volce of Napoleon 
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the archtype of the mllltarlsts of all nations 
calllng for fodder for cannon 

Woman 1s glven to us that she may bear 
chlldren s a d  he TVoman 1s our property 
we are not hers because she produces children 
for us - we do not yleld any to her She 1s 
therefore our possession as the frmt tree 1s 
that of the gardener 

That 1s what the lmperlallst is thznlnlzg 
when he speaks of the glory of the emplre and 
the prestlge of the nat~on Every country 
has ~ t s  appeal - ~ t s  shibboleth - ready for Bhe 
lips of the lmperlallst German rulers polnted 
to the comfort of the workers to old age pen 
slons, maternal benefits and mlnlmum w?ge 
regulations and othei mater~al benefits when 
they wlshed to lnsplre soldlers for the Father 
land England s st1 ongest argument, perhaps 
was a certaln phase of llberty whlch she guar 
antees her subjects and the protection afforded 
them wherever they may go France and 
the Unlted States too have thelr appeals to 
the ldeallsm of democracy - appeals which 
the polltlclans of both countries know well how 
to use though the peoples of both lands are 

I 
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begmnlng to awake to the fact that then 
countries have beyn llvmng on the glorles of 
then revolutions and tradltlons, rather than 
the substance of freedom Behmd the boast 
of old age pensions materlal benefits and 
wage regulatlGi7 b2hlnd the bombast concern 
mng llberty m this country and tyranny m that, 
behmd all the slogans and shibboleths corned 
out of the Ideals of the peoples for the uses of 
lmperlallsm woman must and w ~ l l  see the iron 
hand of that same lmperlahsm conderrrmng 
women to breed and men to dle for the will of 
the rulers 

Upon woman the burden and the horrors 
of war are heavlest H e r  heart 1s the hardest 
wrung when the husband or the son come? 
home to be buried or to llve a shattered wreck 
Upon her devolve the extra tasks of iilllng out 
the ranks of workers m the war lndustrles rn 
nddtlon to carlng for the chlldren and replen 
lshlng the war h l m s h e d  population Hers  
1s the crushmng welghk and the slckemng of 
soul And ~t 1s out of her womb that those 
thmngs proceed When she sees what he, be 
hlnd the g l v y  lnd the horror the boastlng and 
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the burden, and gets the vlsion the human 
perspective she mll end war She will lull 
war by the slrnple process of starving it to  
death Fo r  she wlll refuse longer to produce 
the liuman food upon whlch the monster feeds 


