CHAPTER IX

A MORAIL NECESSITY

I went to the Garden of Love,
And saw what I never had seen
A Chapel was built in the mudst,
Where I used to play on the green

And the gates of this Chapel were shut,

And Thou shalt not wnt over the door
So I turned to the Garden of Love

That so many sweet flowers bore

And I saw 1t was filled with graves
And tombstones where flowers should be
And priests i black gowns were walking their
rounds,
And binding with briars my joys and

desires
William Blake

OrTtHODOX opposition to Birth Control is
formulated 1n the offimal protest of the
National Council of Catholic Women against

the resolution passed by the New York State
190
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Federation of Women s Clubs which favored
the removal of all obstacles to the spread of
information regarding practical methods of
Birth Control The Catholic statement com-
pletely embodies traditional opposition to
Birth Control It affords a striking contrast
by which we may clarify and justify the ethical
necessity for this new mstrument of civih-
zation as the most effective basis for practical
and scientific morality =~ The authonties at
Rome have again and again declared that all
positive methods of this nature are immoral
and forbidden states the National Councl
of Cathohc Women ‘ There 1s no question
of the lawfulness of birth restriction through
abstinence from the relations which result mn
conception The immoralty of Birth Con
trol as it 1s practised and commonly under
stood, consists mn the evils of the particular
method employed These are all contrary to
the moral law because they are unnatural, be-
mg a perversion of a natural function Hu-
man faculties are used mn such a way as
to frustrate the natural end for which these
faculties were created This 1s always intrin-
sically wrong—as wrong as lying and blas-



192 PIVOT OF CIVILIZATION

phemy No supposed beneficial consequence
can make good a practice which 1s, in 1tself, 1m
moral

The evil results of the practice of Birth
Control are numerous Attention will be
called here to only three  The first 1s the deg
radation of the martal relation itself smce
the husband and wife who indulge in any form
of this practice come to have a lower 1dea of
married Iife They cannot help coming to
regard each other to a great extent as mutual
mstruments of sensual gratification, rather
than as cooperators with the Creator in bring
mg children mto the world This consider
ation may be subtle but 1t undoubtedly rep
resents the facts

In the second place the deliberate restric
tion of the family through these immoral prac
tices deliberately weakens self control and the
capacity for self demal and increases the love
of ease and luxury The best indication of
this 1s that the small family 1s much more
prevalent in the classes that are comfortable
and well to do than among those whose ma
terial advantages are moderate or small The
theory of the advocates of Birth Control 1s
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that those parents who are comfortably sit-
uated should have a large number of children
(sic!) while the poor should restrict their off-
spring to a much smaller number  This theory
does not work, for the reason that each married
couple have their own 1dea of what constitutes
unreasonable hardship 1n the matter of bearing
and rearing children A large proportion of
the parents who are addicted to Birth Control
practices are sufficiently provided with worldly
goods to be free from apprehension on the
economic side nevertheless, they have small
farmlies because they are disinclined to under
take the other burdens mnvolved m bringing up
a more numerous famly A practice which
tends to produce such exaggerated notions of
what constitutes hardship which leads men and
women to cherish such a degree of ease, makes
mevitably for mefliciency a dechine mn the
capacity to endure and to achieve, and for
a general social decadence

Finally, Birth Control leads sooner or
later to a dechne in population > (The
case of France 1s mstanced ) But 1t 1s es
sentially the moral question that alarms the
Catholic women, for the statement concludes
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‘The further effect of such proposed legisla
tion will mewvitably be a lowering both of
public and private morals What the fathers
of this country termed indecent and forbade
the mails to carry will 1if such legislation 1s
carried through, be legally decent The pur
veyors of sexual license and immorahty will
have the opportunity to send almost anything
they care to write through the mails on the
plea that 1t 1s sex information Not only the
married but also the unmarried will be thus
affected the 1deals of the young contammated
and lowered The morals of the entire nation
will suffer
The proper attitude of Catholics 1§
clear They should watch and oppose all at
tempts 1n state legislatures and in Congress to
repeal the laws whch now prohibit the disserm
nation of information concerning Birth Con
trol Such mnformation will be spread only
too rapidly despite existing laws  To repeal
these would greatly accelerate this deplorable
movement !
The Cathohe position has been stated
an even more extreme form by Archbishop

1 Quoted in the National Catholic Welfare Council Bulletin
Vol II No 5 p 21 (Japuary 1921)
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Patrick J Hayes of the archdiocese of New
York Ina Christmas Pastoral this digm
tary even went to the extent of declaring that

even though some httle angels m the flesh
through the physical or mental deformities of
their parents, may appear to human eyes hid
eous musshapen a blot on civilized society, we
must not lose sight of this Christian thought
that under and within such visible malforma
tion, hives an mmmortal soul to be saved and
glorified for all etermity among the blessed
m heaven ” ?

With the type of moral philosophy ex
pressed in this utterance we need not argue
It 1s based upon traditional i1deas that have
had the practical effect of making this world
a vale of tears Fortunately such words
carry no weight with those who can bring free
and keen as well as noble minds to the con
sideration of the matter 'To them the 1deal
1sm of such an utterance appears crude and
cruel 'The menace to civilization of such
orthodoxy, 1f 1t be orthodoxy, hes in the fact
that 1ts powerful exponents may be for a time
successful not merely in influencing the con-

2 Quoted in daily press December 19 1921
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duct of therr adherents but in checking free
dom of thought and discussion To this with
all the vehemence of emphasis at our command,
we object From what Archbishop Hayes be
heves concerning the future blessedness n
Heaven of the souls of those who are born
mto this world as hideous and misshapen
bemngs he has a right to seek such consolation
as may be obtained but we who are trying
to better the conditions of this world believe
that a healthy happy human race 1s more m
keeping with the laws of God than disease,
misery and poverty perpetuating itself gen
eration after generation Furthermore while
conceding to Catholic or other churchmen
full freedom to preach their own doctrines
whether of theology or morals, nevertheless
when they attempt to carry these ideas mto
legislative acts and force their opimions and
codes upon the non Catholics, we consider such
action an terference with the principles of
democracy and we have a right to protest
Religious propaganda agamnst Birth Control
15 crammed with contradiction and fallacy
It refutes itself Yet it brings the opposing
views mto vivid contrast In stating these
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differences we should make clear that ad
vocates of Birth Control are not seeking to
attack the Catholic church We quarrel with
that church, however, when 1t seeks to assume
authority over non Catholies and to dub theirr
behavior immoral because they do not con-
form to the dictatorship of Rome The ques
tion of bearing and rearing children we hold
1s the concern of the mother and the poten-
tial mother If she delegates the responsi
bility the ethical education, to an external
authority, that 1s her affair We object,
however to the State or the Church which
appoints 1itself as arbiter and dictator m this
sphere and attempts to force unwilling
women into compulsory maternity

When Catholics declare that the author
ities at Rome have agam and agamn declared
that all positive methods of this nature are
immoral and forbidden they do so upon the
assumption that morality consists in conform
mg to laws laid down and enforced by external
authority m submission to decrees and dicta
mposed from VV\lthout In this case, they
decide 1n a wholesale manner the conduct of
millions, demandmg of them not the intellr
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gent exercise of their own imdividual judg
ment and discrimmnation, but unquestioning
submussion and conformuty to dogma The
Church thus takes the place of all powerful
parents, and demands of 1its children merely
that they should obey In my belef such a
philosophy hampers the development of
dividual mtelligence Morahty then becomes
a more or less successful attempt to conform
to a code, instead of an attempt to bring
reason and intelligence to bear upon the solu-
tion of each individual human problem

But, we read on Birth Control methods
are not merely contrary to moral law, but
forbidden because they are ‘unnatural being
‘ the perversion of a natural function’ Ths,
of course, 1s the weakest hink in the whole
chamm Yet there 1s no question of the law
fulness of birth restriction through absti
nence —as though abstinence itself were not
unnatural! For more than a thousand years
the Church was occupied with the problem of
mmposing abstinence on 1ts priesthood its most
educated and trained body of men, educated
to look upon asceticism as the finest 1deal, 1t
took one thousand years to convince the
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Catholic presthood that abstinence was ‘nat-
tural or practicable® Nevertheless, there
1s still this talk of abstinence, self control, and
self denial, almost in the same breath with the
condemnation of Birth Control as unnatural
If 1t 1s our duty to act as cooperators with
the Creator to bring children into the world,
1t 15 difficult to say at what pomnt our behavior
15 unnatural  If it 1s immoral and unnat
ural to prevent an unwanted life from coming
into existence 1s 1t not immoral and un-
natural to remain unmarried from the age of
puberty? Such casuistry 1s unconvmeing and
feeble We need only pomt out that rational
intelligence 1s also a ‘natural’ function, and
that 1t 1s as imperative for us to use the facul-
ties of judgment, criticism diserimination of
choice, selection and control, all the faculties
of the mtelligence as it 1s to use those of re
production Itis certairly dangerous to frus-
trate the natural ends for which these faculties
were created ° This, also 1s always mtrinsi-
cally wrong—as wrong as lying and blasphemy
—and 1nfinitely more devastating Intell
gence 1s as natural to us as any other faculty,

3H C Lea History of Sacerdotal Celibacy (Philadelphia
1867)
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and 1t 1s fatal to moral development and
growth to refuse to use 1t and to delegate to
others the solution of our mndividual problems
The evil will not be that one s conduct 1s diver
gent from current and conventional moral
codes 'There may be every outward evidence
of conformuty, but this agreement may be
arrived at, by the restriction and suppression
of subjective desires, and the more or less suc
cessful attempt at mere conforrmity Such
morality would conceal an mner conflict
The fruits of this conflict would be neurosis
and hysteria on the one hand or concealed
gratification of suppressed desires on the other
with a resultant hypocrisy and cant True
morality cannot be based on conformity
There must be no conflict between subjective
desire and outward behavior
To object to these traditional and churchly
1deas does not by any means mmply that the
doctrine of Birth Control 1s anti Christian
On the contrary, it may be profoundly m ac
cordance with the Sermon on the Mount One
of the greatest living theologians and most
penetrating students of the problems of aivil
1zation 1s of this opmion In an address de
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livered before the Eugenics Education Society
of London,® Willam Ralph Inge, the Very
Reverend Dean of St Pauls Cathedral,
London, pointed out that the doctrine of Birth
Control was to be mterpreted as of the very
essence of Christianity

We should be ready to give up all our
theories, he asserted 1if science proved that
we were on the wrong lmes And we can un
derstand, though we profoundly disagree with,
those who oppose us on the grounds of author
ity We know where we are with a
man who says, Birth Control i1s forbidden
by God we prefer poverty, unemployment
war the physical intellectual and moral
degeneration of the people, and a high death
rate to any mnterference with the universal
command to be fruitful and multiply , but
we have no patience with those who say that
we can have unrestricted and unregulated
propagation without those consequences It
1s a great part of our work to press home to
the public mind the alternative that lies before
us Either rational selection must take the
place of the natural selection which the modern

4 Eugenics Review January 1921
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State will not allow to act or we must go on
deteriorating When we can convince the
public of this the opposition of orgamzed
religion will soon collapse or become effec
tive  Dean Inge effectively answers those
who have objected to the methods of Birth
Control 1s 1mmmoral and m contradiction
and mmical to the teachings of Christ In
cidentally he claims that those who are not
blinded by prejudices recogmze that Chris
tianity aims at saving the soul—the personality,
the nature, of man, not his body or his environ-
ment According to Christianity, a man 1s
saved, not by what he has, or knows or does,
but by what he 1s It treats all the apparatus
of hfe with a disdamn as great as that of the
biologist, so long as a man is mwardly healthy,
1t cares very hitle whether he 1s rich or poor,
learned or simple, and even whether he 1s
happy, or unhappy It attaches no impor
tance to quantitatine measurements of any
kind The Christian does not gloat over favor
able trade statistics, nor congratulate himself
on the disparity between the number of births
and deaths For hun the test of the wel-
fare of a country 1s the qualty of the human
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beings whom it produces Quality 1s every-
thing, quantity 1s nothing And besides this,
the Christian conception of a kingdom of God
upon earth teaches us to turn our eyes to the
future and to think of the welfare of posterity
as a thing which concerns us as much as that of
our own generation This welfare, as con
cetved by Christianity, 1s of course something
different from external prosperity, 1t 1s to be
the victory of mtrinsic worth and healthiness
over all the false 1deals and deep seated dis-
eases which at present spoil civihization

It 1s not political religion with which I am
concerned, Dean Inge explaned, ‘ but the
convictions of really religious persons, and 1
do not think that we need despair of convert
ing them to our views”

Dean Inge beheves Birth Control 1s an es
sential part of Eugemcs, and an essential
part of Chrishan morahty On this pomt
he asserts We do wish to remind our
orthodox and conservative friends that the
Sermon on the Mount contains some admir
ably clear and unmstakable eugenic pre
cepts Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles? A corrupt tree cannot bring



204 PIVOT OF CIVILIZATION

forth good fruit, neither can a good tree bring
forth evil fruit Every tree which bringeth
not forth good fruit 1s hewn down, and cast
mto the fire’ We wish to apply these words
not only to the actions of individuals which
spring from their characters, but to the char
acter of individuals which spring from their
mherited qualities This extension of the
scope of the maxim seems to me quite legiti
mate Men do not gather grapes of thorns
As our proverb says, you cannot make a silk
purse out of a sow’s ear If we believe this,
and do not act upon 1t by trying to move
public opmion towards giving social reform,
education and religion a better materal to
work upon, we are smning aganst the hight,
and not doing our best to bring 1n the King-
dom of God upon earth ”

As long as sexual activity 1s regarded mn a
dualistic and contradictory hght —in which
1t 1s revealed erther as the instrument by which
men and women cooperate with the Creator”
to bring children mto the world, on the one
hand, and on the other, as the sinful instru
ment of self gratification, lust and sensuahty,
there 1s bound to be an endless conflict n
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human conduct, producing ever increasing
misery, pam and mjustice In crystalizing
| and codifymg this contradiction the Church
not only sohdified 1ts own power over men but
reduced women to the most abject and pros
trate slavery It was essentially a morahty
that would not work  The sex instinct
m the human race 1s too strong to be
bound by the dictates of any church
The church s failure 1its century after century
of failure, 1s now evident on every side for
having convinced men and women that only
mn 1ts baldly propagative phase 1s sexual ex
pression legitimate, the teachings of the
Church have driven sex under ground, mto
secret channels, strengthened the conspiracy
of silence, concentrated men’s thoughts upon
the lusts of the body,’ have sown cultivated
and reaped a crop of bodily and mental dis-
eases, and developed a society congemtally
and almost hopelessly unbalanced How 1s
any progress to be made how 1s any human
expression or education possible when women
and men are taught to combat and resist their
natural impulses and to despise their bodily
functions?
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Humanity, we are glad to reahize, 1s rapidly
freeing 1tself from this morahty imposed
upon 1t by its self apponted and self perpet-
uating masters From a hundred different
pomnts the imposing edifice of this ‘ morality
has been and 1s being attacked Sincere and
thoughtful defenders and exponents of the
teachings of Christ now acknowledge the
falsity of the traditional codes and their ma-
hgnant mfluence upon the moral and physical
well bemg of humamty

Ecclesiastical opposition to Birth Control on
the part of certain representatives of the Pro
testant churches, based usually on quotations
from the Bible 1s equally invalid, and for the
same reason The athitude of the more intel
hgent and enhghtened clergy has been well
and sucemetly expressed by Dean Inge, who,
referring to the ethics of Birth Control writes

This 1s emphatically a matter in which every
man and woman must judge for themselves
and must refran from judging others  We
must not neglect the important fact that 1t 1s
not merely in the practical results of such a
decision not i the small number of children,
not even 1n the healthier and better cared for
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children, not in the possibility of elevating the
living conditions of the individual famly, that
the ethical value of Birth Control alone les
Precisely because the practice of Birth Control
does demand the exercise of decision, the mak
ing of choice, the use of the reasoning powers
15 1t an instrument of moral education as well
as of hygienic and racial advance It awakens
the attention of parents to their potential chil
dren It forces upon the mndividual con
sciousness the question of the standards of Iiv
mg In a profound manner 1t protects and
reasserts the malenable rights of the child to
be

Psychology and the outlook of modern hfe
are stressing the growth of independent re-
sponsibility and disecrimmation as the true basis
of ethics The old traditional morahty with
its tram of vice disease, promiscuity and pros
titution 1s 1 reality dying out, killing itself
off because 1t 15 too irresponsible and too dan
gerous to 1ndividual and social well being
The transition from the old to the new, like all
fundamental changes, 1s fraught with many
dangers But 1t 1s a revolution that cannot
be stopped
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The smaller famly, with its lower infant
mortality rate 1s, in more definite and concrete
manner than many actions outwardly deemed

moral, the expression of moral judgment

and responsibility It 1s the assertion of a
standard of living mspired by the wish to ob
tain a fuller and more expressive Iife for the
children than the parents have enjoyed If
the morahty or immoralty of any course of
conduct 1s to be determmed by the motives
which mspire 1t, there 1s evidently at the present
day no higher morality than the mtelligent
practice of Birth Control

The immorality of many who practise Birth

/ Control Lies in not daring to preach what they
practise What 1s the secret of the hypocrisy
' of the well to do, who are willing to contribute
generously to charities and philanthropies who
spend thousands annually i the upkeep and
sustenance of the delinquent, the defective and
the dependent and yet join the conspiracy of
silence that prevents the poorer classes from
learning how to improve therr conditions and
elevate ther standards of hving? It 15 as
though they were to cry Well give you any
thing except the thmg you ask for—the means
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whereby you may become responsible and self-
rehant 1n your own lives
The brunt of this mjustice falls on Women,\
because the old traditional morality 1s the n
vention of men No religion, no physical
or moral code, wrote the clear sighted George ;
\Drysdale, proposed by one sex for the other, |
can be really suitable Each must work out,’
1ts laws for itself in every department of life ”
In the moral code developed by the Church,
women have been so degraded that they have
been habituated to look upon themselves
through the eyes of men Very imperfectly
have women developed their own self con
sciousness the realization of their tremendous
and supreme position in civihization Women
can develop this power only 1n one way, by the
exercise of responsibility, by the exercise of
judgment reason or discrimination They
need ask for no nights > They need only as |
\ \ sert power Only by the exercise of self-
guidance and intelligent self direction can
that malienable, supreme, pivotal power be
expressed More than ever in listory women
need to realize that nothing can ever come to
us from another Kverything we attain we
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must owe to ourselves Our own spirit must
vitalhize it  Our own heart must feel it For
we are not passive machines Wi are not to
be lectured guided and molded this way or
that We are alive and intelligent we women
no less than men and we must awaken to the
essential reahzation that we are living beings
endowed with will, choice comprehension, and
that every step in Iife must be taken at our own
mtiative
Moral and sexual balance in civihzation will
only be established by the assertion and ex-
pression of power on the part of women
This power will not be found i any futile
seeking for economic independence or mn the
aping of men mn industrial and busmess pur
suits, nor by joming battle for the so called
single standard  Woman s power can only
be expressed and make itself felt when she
refuses the task of bringing unwanted children
mmto the world to be exploited m industry and
slaughtered 1n wars When we refuse to pro
duce battalions of babies to be exploited when
we declare to the nation  Show us that the best
possible chance m life 1s given to every child
now brought into the world, before you cry
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for more! At present our children are a glut
on the market You hold nfant hfe cheap
Help us to make the world a fit place for chil-
dren When you have done this, we will
bear you children,—then we shall be true
women  The new morahty will express
this power and responsibihity on the part of
women
With the realization of the moral re
sponsibility of women writes Havelock Ellis
the natural relations of hife spring back to
their due biological adjustment Mother
hood 1s restored to its natural sacredness It
becomes the concern of the woman herself,
and not of society nor any individual to deter
mine the conditions under which the child shall
be conceived
Moreover woman shall further assert her
power by refusing to remain the passive mstru
ment of sensual self gratification on the part
of men Biurth Control 1n philosophy and
practice, 1s the destroyer of that duahsm of the
old sexual code Tt denies that the sole pur
pose of sexual activity 1s procreation 1t also
denies that sex should be reduced to the level
of sensual lust, or that woman should permrt
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herself to be the mstrument of 1ts satisfaction
In mcreasing and differentiating her love de
mands woman must elevate sex mto another
sphere, whereby 1t may subserve and enhance
the possibility of individual and human expres
sion Man will gam m this no less than
woman for mn the age old enslavement of
woman he has enslaved himself and n the
hiberation of womankind, all of humanity will
experience the joys of a new and fuller free
dom

On this great fundamental and pivotal point
new light has been thrown by Lord Bertrand
Dawson, the physician of the King of England
In the remarkable and epoch making address
at the Birmmgham Church Congress (referred
to 1n my nfroduction), he spoke of the
supreme morality of the mutual and reciprocal
Joy 1n the most itimate relation between man
and woman Without this reciprocity there
can be no civilization worthy of the name
Lord Dawson suggested that there should be
added to the clauses of marrage 1n the Prayer
Book the complete realization of the love
of this man and this woman one for another,’
and n support of his contention declared that
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sex love between husband and wife—apart
from parenthood—was something to prize and
cherish for its own sake The Lambeth Con
ference, he remarked envisaged a love inver-
tebrate and joyless,” whereas, 1n his view,
natural passion in wedlock was not a thing to
be ashamed of or unduly repressed The pro
nouncement of the Church of England, as set
forth in Resolution 68 of the Lambeth Con-
ference seems to mmply condemnation of sex
love as such, and to mmply sanction of sex love
only as a means to an end-—namely
procreation  The Lambeth  Resolution
stated

In opposition to the teaching which under
the name of science and religion encourages
married people mn the deliberate cultivation of
sexual union as an end 1n itself, we steadfastly
uphold what must always be regarded as the
governing considerations of Christian mar-
riage One is the primary purpose for which
marriage exists—namely the continuation of
the race through the gift and hernitage of chil-
dren the other 1s the paramount importance m
married Iife of dehberate and thoughtful self
control ”
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In answer to this point of view Lord Daw
son asserted
Sex love has apart from parenthood a
purport of its own It 1s something to prize
and to cherish for 1ts own sake It 1s an essen
tial part of health and happmess 1n marrage
And now, if you will allow me, I will carry this
argument a step further If sexual union 1s
( a gift of God 1t 1s worth learning how to use 1t
Within 1ts own sphere 1t should be cultivated
so as to bring physical satisfaction to both not
merely to one The real problems before
us are those of sex love and child love, and by
sex love I mean that love which involves inter-
course or the desire for such It 1s necessary
to my argument to emphasize that sex love 1s
one of the dominating forces of the world
Not only does history show the destimes of
nations and dynasties determined by its sway
—but here in our every day hfe we see 1ts 1n
fluence direct or indirect, forceful and ubiquu
tous beyond aught else Any statesmanlike
view, therefore, will recognize that here we
have an instinct so fundamental so imperious,
that 1ts influence 1s a fact which has to be ac
cepted, suppress 1t you cannot You may
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guide 1t 1nto healthy channels but an outlet 1t
will have, and 1f that outlet 1s inadequate and
unduly obstructed irregular channels will be
forced

The attainment of mutual and reciprocal
joy 1n their relations constitutes a firm bond
between two people and makes for durabihity
of the marriage tie  Reciprocity in sex love 1s
the physical counterpart of sympathy More
marriages fail from inadequate and clumsy sex
love than from too much sex love The lack
of proper understanding 1s 1n no small meas
ure responsible for the unfulfilment of con
nubial happmess, and every degree of discon
tent and unhappiness may from this cause,
occur, leading to rupture of the marrage bond
itself How often do medical men have to
deal with these difficulties, and how fortunate
if such difficulties are disclosed early enough mn
married lhife to be rectified Otherwise how
tragic may be their consequences and many a
case m the Divorce Court has thus had 1its or1
gin  To the foregaing contentions, 1t might
be objected you are encouraging passion My
reply would be passion 1s a worthy possession
—most men, who are any good are capable of
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passion You all enjoy ardent and passion
ate love 1n art and hterature Why not give
it a place mn real ife? Why some people look
askance at passion 1s because they are confus-
ing 1t with sensuahty Sex love without pas
sion 1s a poor lfeless thing Sensuality, on
the other hand 1s on a level with gluttony—a
physical excess—detached from sentiment,
chivalry, or tenderness It 1s just as impor
tant to give sex love its place as to avoid its
over emphasis Its real and effective restramnts
are those imposed by a loving and sympathetic
compamonship by the privileges of parent
hood, the exacting claims of career and that
civic sense which prompts men to do social serv-
ice Now that the revision of the Prayer
Book 1s receiving consideration I should hke
to suggest with great respect an addition made
to the objects of marmage m the Marrnage
Service, 1n these terms, The complete reahza
tion of the love of this man and this woman,
the one for the other ’

Turning to the specific problem of Birth
Control, Lord Dawson declared that Birth
Control 1s here to stay It 1s an established
fact, and for good or evil has to be accepted
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Although the extent of 1ts appheation can be
and 1s being modified, no denunciations will
abolish 1t  Despite the influence and condem
nations of the Church 1t has been practised mn
France for well over half a century, and 1n
Belgium and other Roman Cathole countres
1s extendng And if the Roman Cathohc
Church with its compact orgamzation, its
power of authority and 1ts disciplines, cannot
check this procedure, it 1s not likely that Prot
estant Churches will be able to do so, for Prot
estant religions depend for their strength on
the conviction and esteem they establish 1n the
heads and hearts of their people The reasons
which lead parents to Iimit their offspring are
sometmes selfish, but more often honorable
and cogent

A report of the Fabian Society ® on the
morality of Birth Control, based upon a census
conducted under the chairmanship of Sidney
Webb, concludes These facts—which we
are bound to face whether we like them or not
—will appear i different Lights to different
people In some quarters it seems to be suf
ficient to dismuss them with moral indignation,
5 Fabian Tract No 131



218 PIVOT OF CIVILIZATION

real or simulated Such a judgment appears
both irrelevant and futile If a course
of conduct 1s habitually and deliberately pur
sued by vast multitudes of otherwise well con
ducted people, forming probably a majority
of the whole educated class of the nation, we
must assume that 1t does not conflict with their
actual code of morality They may be mtel
lectually mistaken but they are not domg
what they feel to be wrong ’

The moral justification and ethical ne
cessity of Birth Control need not be empiri-
cally based upon the mere approval of exper1
ence and custom Its morahty 1s more pro-
found Birth Control 1s an ethical necessity
for humanity to day because 1t places m our
hands a new mstrument of self expression and
self reahzation It gives us control over one
of the primordial forces of nature to which i
the past the majority of mankind have been
enslaved, and by which 1t has been cheap-
ened and debased It arouses us to the pos-
sibility of newer and greater freedom It de
velops the power, the responsibihty and ntelli-
gence to use this freedom mn hiving a hberated
and abundant hife It permts us to enjoy this
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Iiberty without danger of infringing upon the
sumular liberty of our fellow men, or of mjur-
ing and curtailing the freedom of the next gen-
eration It shows us that we need not seek 1n
the amassing of worldly wealth nor 1n the 1llu-
sion of some extra terrestrial Heaven or earthly
Utopia of a remote future the road to hu-
man development The Kingdom of Heaven
1s ;n a very defimte sense within us  Not by
leaving our body and our fundamental human

ity behind us, not by aiming to be anything but
what we are, shall we become ennobled or 1m

mortal By knowing ourselves, by expressing
ourselves by realizing ourselves more com-
pletely than has ever before been possible, not
only shall we attain the kingdom ourselves but
we shall hand on the torch of hfe undimmed
1o qur children and the children of our children



