
CHAPTER V 

The Bzrds and Thew F a w d a s  

It 
O\V that the nest m the hwse chest 
nut tree was completed Mr Thrush 
sat near by waltlng to hear the glad 
news that one egg had come So the 
next tune Mrs Thrush went away 
from the nest for her bath the chi1 

dren peeptd mto the nest and there saw one 
peckled egg 1 The next day another was there 

and the next day still another 

Mr Thrush was a most mteresting father 
for the chlldren to observe for he fought off any 
b ~ r d  who xentured too near Mrs Thrush s nest 
For birds there are who are too lazy to build 
their own nests and boldly take possesslon of 
any nest they can Father Thrush knowmg thls 
was ever on the defensive and ready to fight to  
protect hls wife and httle ones He watched 
when she went for food-and when at  sundown 
she went to the stream to bathe he also watched 

The Thrushes seemed to do most of thex 
love makmg at sundown In song The song 
cons~sts of four notes which the children mter 
preted as saylng Do you love me? And the 
answer -ame In three notes J love you 



If slnglng meant happlness Father Thrush 
was certainly veq  happy these days For he 
seemed to slng mole than any of the other blrds 
except perhaps Father Song Sparrow who too 
was overjoyed at the arr~val  of four youngsters 

Mother Thrush never answered Father 
Thrush s muslcal song while she was waltlng 
for the eggs to hatch-she was very stdl then 
always-but he must have taken her love for 
granted for he sang on just the same 

One day some tlme later when the children 
took thelr usual place under the tree the au- 
was rent with shrleks and crles from both birds 
who flew at them and scolded so shrilly that the 
ch~ldren declded ~t was best to go away but on 
watching from a d~stance they saw Mrs Thrush 
brmg food In her mouth and three tiny heads 
with open b~lls stretch themselves above the 
nest They knew now why Mr and Mrs 
Thrush objected to their gomg so near the nest 
that dal The chlldren were so excited that t t  

was difficult to keep them from going to  the 
nest to see But when they were remmded of 
the great care Mr and Mrs Thrush had 
glven the eggs so that they might hatch into 
little birds and were told that it would trouble 
them greatly and exclte them to have any one 
touch the nest they decided to walt for a better 
opportunity 

It dld not come for several days for Mr 
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l i l~ush  was a most watchful father But these 
rhrush youngsters were developing so fast and 

had such husky appetites it took both Mr  and 
Mrs Thrush busy to keep them fed So when 
the parents were off on their hunt for food the 
children carefully looked Into the nest There 
they were three featherless fearless funny 
thlngs with only knowledge enough to stretch 
tha r  necks for food 

The day that h'lrs Thrush firsl hurr~edly 
told Mr  Thrush that one scrawny Imp had 
come out of its shell he seemed overjoyed for 
he sang all day long-even Into the n~ght  Thls 
was perhaps the most ~.ivid example of a 
fathers joy the children saw But another case 
came to thelr notlce of a father birds devotion 
-and that was when Mrs Sparrow deserted her 
little ones 

There was an old apple tree at the back of 
the house and 111 the trunk of this tree Mr and 
Mrs Sparrow had made a home for their chi1 
dren 

One morning ther was a all of dlstress 
from Mr Sparrow The children watched hlrn 
as  he flew from tree to tree and limb to limb 
calling-calling 111 the most plaintive tones All 
day he called untli the sun went down behind 
the Palisades but no mother returned to her  
ahddren I t  was qulte dec~ded that Mis 
Spa row was hurt or elen I illed and gr i t  1 



the excir ment over this terrible possibility 
After two days of calllng and calhng Mrs 
Sparrow returned-but not alone The gutlty 
partner of her fllght came along too and Father 
Sparrow promptly chased hlm away but eve9 
tlme Father Sparrow flew at  h ~ m  and chased 
him off V r s  Sparrow would fly awdy wlth hlm 
Then poor Father Sparrow would call and coax 
and tease and plead wlth her to return, and she 
would return just long enough to see the httle 
idgl ings and off she would go with the other 
sp%rrow Each day she returned to see me 
little ones and trouble the poor father who was 
trying so hard to provide for the motherless 
fm1Iy 

The other birds seemed most syrnpathetlc 
and on one occaslon Mr Robln watched the 
sparrow house while hlr Sparrow chased the 
wooer of hls wlfe This was the last time for 
Mrs Sparrow never agatn returned to her 
famlly 

No other birds ever went near that tree 
wherein the lone widower dwelled H e  seemed 
greatly respected by the other blrds He  taught 
hls little ones to fly and where to find the 
choicest food In Bobby s garden The chlldren 
misted on caglng the cat5 for a few weeks so, 
that Father Sparrow would not have this extra 
burden on htm They were of one declded 
oplnron that father love and devotlon saved that 



famlly and all agreed that ~t was a most Import 
ant factor In brlnglng up a famlly 

Thls was a most unusual case and the boys 
were made to realme ~ t s  unusualness for ~t 1s 
very seldom that a mother ever deserts her 
young 

I t  was funny to watch the sentiments ot 
these small tots As soon as Mrs Sparrow 
returned for her short Intervals the chlldren g.ot 
bread and worms and all klnds of temptmg food 
In hopes that she would remaln wlth her family 
They were wllhng like Father Sparrow to for 
p v e  her but as soon as she made her prepara 
tlons to go away instmctlvely they plcked up 
stones to throw at her so Intense was their 
Interest and ~t 1s feared that had not a grown up 
been with them something would have happened 
for the air was full of whispers and words like 
bean shooters alr rifles etc were heard 06ea 

slonally 

However thelr attention was dlverted to 
MISS Orlole who had two young Orlole attend 
ants Each asked for her love-and she would 
not declde How she teased them both and how 
desperately she fllrted Of course the lovers 
desplsed each other but how wonderfully they 
told her In song of thelr great love for her each 
t r j  mg to outdo the other 

When no one was about she must have 
made up her mind to accept one and IL was 



notsced ~t was he w ~ t h  the sweetest voice rather 
than the one w ~ t h  beaut~ful plumage who won 
her He  was a most daring and fearless lover 
and took beaut~ful care of her wh~le  they were 
wa~tlng for the eggs to  hatch 

The summer was one lovely long day 
1 watchmg the b~rds  As the cold weather came 

on the b~rds became fewer- ew and strange 
b~rds  on t h e ~ r  way to the South came for food 
and flew away agaln 

There bas  no more mterestmg and charm 
mg lesson of paternal love to be learned than 
among the b~rds  and ~t was noticed that no 
longer was the mother of sole interest but the 
fathers hab~ts and hfe became of Interest The 
children rece~ved the~r  lesson of father love 
through the b~rds  

Where the father flowers fish and frogs 
wave themselves no concern over the young here 

jyvas a h~gher creature whose love of offspr~ng 
was not purely phys~cal but represented some 
thmg h~gher In hts makeup T h ~ s  was not only 
the des~re to procreate but to protect and care 
for h ~ s  offspr~ng after then- creation 

T h ~ s  I p rhaps one of the best tlmes to  
begm to talk to the ch~ld of ~ t s  own body ~f one 
has not done so before 

The study of the b ~ r d s  e v e s  the boy par 
hcularly a beautiful lmpresslon of the fathers 



part in l ~ f e  so that it is qulte natural for hun 
to think of hmself in t h ~ s  relat~on too 

Teach the child that there is no shame in 
nature Mothers should never say shame on 
you when a chdd exposes any part of ~ t s  body 

A h a y s  allow perfect freedom in h ~ s  , ts 
and affections Teach h m  that love and affec 
tion are beautiful and let hlm follow h ~ s  
lmpulses In these Never make chlldren kiss 
people for forms sake e~ther aunts or uncles 
or any others let them alone ~n this for their 
instmcts are keener often than ours 

I t  was not unt11 all the f a m ~ l ~ a r  blrds had 
gone that t h e ~ r  thoughts turned to the hgner 
stage the mammals 


