(BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW |

PROGRAM FOR

ANNUAL
MEETING

AAAAAAAAAAA



BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW

PUBLISHED BY THE BIRTH CONTROL FEDERATION OF AMERICA, INC
Formerly American Birth Control League Inc and Birth Control Clinical Research Bureau

501 Madison Avenue, New York, N Y
®

SENT TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE FEDERATION AMD ITS AFTILIATED ORGANIZATIONS
cCor RIGHT 1939 BY THE BIRTH GCONTROL FEDERATION OF AMERICA

EDITOR Mis Leopold K Simon
CONSULTING EDITORS

Clairette P Armstrong Ph D Frederick C Holden M D Wiliam ] McWilliams
Robert C Cook Ellsworth Huntington PhD Carl G Roberts M D

Henry Pratt Fanchild Ph D Mrs F Robertson Jones Edward A Ross Ph D

Rabbi Sidney E Goldstein Foster Kennedy M D Raymond Squier M D
Ernest R Groves Eduard C Lindeman C Lester Walker

Mrs Sidonmie M Gruenberg Clarence Cook Little ScD CE A Winslow Dr PH
Frank H Hanlins Ph D Eric M Matsner M D Rev L Foster Wood Ph D
VOL XXI1V JANUARY, 1940 NO g

lT 15 hard for atzens of a democracy to understand how states which wage war for
lebensraum --land to relieve the pressure of overpopulation—can urge even coerce,
their people to produce more and more of therr kind, justifying this i the name of
eugenics We, too, recognize the problem of race building, but our concern 1s with
the quality of our pecople, not with their quantity alonc Race building 1n a democ
racy 1s one cause 1n which all elements of our population can unite and, by the exer
ase of the rights of a free people, work together for the preservation of those things
which we cherish most—peace, and freedom, and cultural attainment

It 15 entirely fitting that * Race Building 1in a Democracy should have been chosen
as the theme of the annuaL MEETING of the Birth Control Federation of Amer
1ica Birth control, 1n the sense of voluntary parenthood 15 a democratic means for
counteracting the present dysgenic trend of our population, — for assuring the con
tinuous mmprovement of the quality of our people It 15 nccessary to every plan for
dealing with this great problem

The meeting of the Federauon with this theme pervading will bring together
hundreds of workers from all parts of the countrv As the schedule ol events, de
scribed elsewhere 1n this 1ssue indicates, there will be ample opportunity for each
person who attends to hear the addresses of leaders in the movement, and to meet
and know the thinking of others engaged with the same tasks Thus each can help 1n
the development of a program well coordinated within itself and with the activities of
other related orgamzations

Most mmportant of all, the meeting will be an opportunity to dedicate ourselves
anew to the work of building 1n this demoaacy a1ace which will want to, and which
will be able to, assure the perpetnation of our democratic wav of life

WoonsriDGE E Morris, M D
GENERAL DIRFCTOR BIRTH CONIROL FLDERATION OF AMERICA INC




The Annual Meetmg

HE ANNUAL MERTING Of the Buth Con

trol Fedcration of America, to be held
on January 23rd, 24th and 23th at the
Hotel Rooscvclt, New York, climaxing
the first ycar since the merger ol the
American Birth Control League and the
Birth Control Clinical Research Buieau,
15 expected o show a closely knit national
otganization which 1s better prepared
than c¢var before to carry steadily for
ward the program of service and educa
uon Vnrually every state league will be
represented, and an attendance of more
than 500 15 expected

The mccung will be 1n effect a three
day forum on Race Building in a De
mociacy It also will mark the opening
of the 1940 campaign of the Federation
under the auspices of a National Com
mittee for Planned Parenthood Out
standing Icaders m the ficlds of business,
labor, fanuly and youth eugenics mental
hygiene, medicine, public health and re
ligion n addition to leaders of the buth
control moyoment 1tself, will address the
gathering

The progrum includes the presentation
of papers showing the relationshup of
bunth contiol to other effotts to 1impiove
the quility of people 1n the United States
and there will be extensive discussion of
practical me s for making bunth control
mformation nd advice generlly vl
able thiough chnics ffihated with the
Federation, public health services and
other medicl facilities,

A myjor put ol the program will be
two scsstons 1cdwed to v discussion of
v coordimted nonl progi im designed
to davelop mans ot coopattion mong
the stue hctween  state
lcagues wmd the nwond or1gunization
Theie will be sevad events which wall

lewgues nd
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ANNOUNCEMENT
The Buth Control Review, with
this 1ssue, suspends publication
Plans lor a substitute publication
program as described on page 47

give delegates and representatives an op
portunity to mect socially

The Annual Meeungs of the New York
City Comumntttee of Mothers Health Cen
ters and the New York State Birth Con
nol Federation have been called for Janu
ary 24th and 23rd, respectivelv and are
bemg so uranged that those in attend
ance can share in the principal events
ot the progiam arranged by the national
organizition Brief comment on some of
the events ol the program follows

R ACE BUILDING IN A
DEMOCRACY A SYMPOSIUM

Seven vital phases of this subject, each
of myo 1mmportance, will be presented
on Tuesd iy atternoon, January 23rd Pro
fessom Hemy Pratt Fairchild, a vice presi
dent ol the Birth Control Federauon, or
gwiza ind first president of the Popu
ltion Association of Ameiica, formerly
president ot the Americin Lugenic So
cicty president of the Iown Hall Club,
and prolcssor of sociology at New York
University, will preside It 1s planned to
open the session at quarter pist two and
to close 1t 1t half past fowr o clock

Mis Sidonic Gruenberg dncctor of the
Chuld Study Association of \maaa will
speth for Fumily and Youth Tiederick
Osboin 1eseuch associate in anthropol
ogy 1t the \merican Muscum of Natural
Huistorv  New York Crey, will speak for
Lugcnies htl Menninger, M D, chief
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of staff at the Menninger Clinic, Topcka,
Kansas, will speak for Mental Hygiene
Dr Robert E Seibels, chairman of
the Committee on Maternal Wellare
South Carolina Medical Society, and Dr
Roy Norton, professor of Public Hecalth
Admmmstration, Unnersity of North
Carolina, will speak for Public Health
Mark Starr, educational director of the
International Ladies Garment Workers
Unmion, will speak for Labor, and Canon
Cornelius P Trowbridge, of the Cathe
dral Church of St Paul, Boston, Massa
chusetts, for Religion and a speaker, as
yet unselected, will talk for Business
Mrs Louis de B Moore 1s in charge of
arrangements for this part of the meeting

LUNCHLON AND OPLNING
Or' CAMPAIGN

The luncheon on Wednesday, January
24th will be n outstanding event of the
ANNUAL MTITING This will be held at
12 45 1n the balltoom of the Hotel Roose
velt Professor Henry Pratt I urchild will
discuss turther the subject ot Race
Building m 1 Democracy, nd Dr
Woodbridge L Morris will speak on the
subject of A Natronal Program [or the
Umted States The meeting will mark
the opening ol the I'ederation s 1940 fin
ancial campugn Dr Richard N Pierson
chairman of the Tederations Board of
Drrcctors will preside

Professor Tairchild, summrizing the
addresses ot the Symposium presented
January 23rd will evaluate the signih
cance of 1 bnth control progrun in re
lation to other tmportint socil cfforts
to mmprove the general welfare

Dr Moiis speaking on ithe natonal
progrim will discuss how the Tedaimon
15 prepared to ssist 1n the wpplicwuon ol
the prinaiples ot plinned parcnthood to
the broad progrum ol Race Building

BIRITWH CONTRNOI

40

REGISTRATION

The Balcony Loungc at the Hotel
Roosevelt, New York will be the meet
ing place of old friends and ncw acquaint
mces on ‘Tuesday, Januwry 23rd and
Wednesday, January 24th It has been set
aside for registration of those attending
thc ANNUAL MEERTING The registration
desks will be open from nine to five
o clock on Tuesday and from nine untl
two o clock on Wednesday

CAMPAIGN NEWS

A new development of the campaign
this year, of both immediate and long
range significance 1n the financing of the
Federations work, and of great impor
tance 1n the growth and strength of the
movement itself, 1s the effort now under
w1y to enlarge the Cruzens Commuttee
mto a Natonal Committee for Planned
Parenthood

The National Commaittee will be com
posed of men and women who are repre
sentative national leaders 1n various
fields, such as medicine, religion, educa
tion, business sociology

The Committee, to which wide pub
licity will be given and which will be
featured 1n the pamphlet of the cam
pugn and other publicity material,
should do much, through showing dra
matically the strength of the men and
women behind the movement, to aid and
make more cffective than cver the ef
forts of all who are associated in the
cimpaign cffort

The campaign organization 1s rapidly
being completed, mitial gifts are bung
sought, and everything promises an au
spicious public lTaunching of the effort
it the wnnual luncheon to be held at
the Hotcl Roosevelt, Wednesd vy, Janu
uy z2yth
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MEMBLRSHIP MEETING

The Tedcranons annutl membership
meetng has been culled lor noon on
Wednesday, [anuary 24th, in the small
banquet room at the Hotel Rooscivelt,
with Dr Richard N Picrson, churman
of the Boud ot Dncctors, presiding
Election ol Directors will take place and
changes 1 By laws will be considercd
Mrs Franas N Bangs 1s ch urman ol the
Nominating Commuittee, the membcership
of which was given mm the December 195uc
of the Revicw

Amendments to the Bylaws will b
proposed umending Artcle 1V relating
to the method ol giving notuice of annuil
and speci il meetings ol the corporation,
and amending Article VIII so as to pct
mit the Board of Directors to amend the
By Laws

A CO ORDINATED PROGRAM

Mrs Trederick G Atkinson president
of the Minncsott Birth Control League,
will preside at a sesston, at mine o clock
Wednesday moining, January 24th,
the Hendrik Hudson Room of the Hotel
Rooscvelt

Dr Woodbitdge E Morrs, gencil
Birth Control Federauon ol
America, who will discuss What
Co ordinated Program? , will be the fust
speaker He will be followed by Kithtvn
Trent, R N dncctor ol the Birth Con
trol Federwons rcgional organizition

State
Public

director,
15 1

will  discuss
Rcliion  to
Agenaes nd to the Tederation  Then
Chules M Snuth, dircctor of the Buth
Conuol Federiions public information
department, will talk about  Public In
The Tt spaker will he
Heclen Kennedy Stevens, scactny ol ex

who
T1har

department,
Leagues

formiuon

tenston progiam, who will ik about
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Adcquate 1 und Raising Lo L.ocal, State
ind Nawuontl Organizations

Discusston ot A Co ordinated Pro
g1un , with participation by the aud:
e, will be continued on T1 ursday,
[inuy 25th, from g o clock unul noon,
with Mis Atkinson again presiding

Mrs Prenuss Willson president of the

Mothcrs Health Association of Washing
ton D C, will lead the discussion on
How (o Lstablish Relationship with
Public ind Private Agencies , and Mrs
Robert IIsley, president of the New Jer
scy Birth Control League, on  Standards
{or1 State Leagues , Mrs Umon Worth
mgton president of the Birth Control
Leaguc ol Delaware, on ‘ Public Informa
tion wmd Mis Fifield Workum, chair
man Northern Westchester Committee
of Mothers Health Centers, Mt Kisco,
New York on Fund Raising Mrs
Hcmy | M, chairman of the regional
organizwon committee, will give the
suimmiry Mrs Kathryn Trent, Helen
Kennedy Stevens and Charles M Smuth
will be consultants

Mis Hemy L de Rham 1s in chaige of
nrngements for these sessions

SIVIL LEAGUE REPORTS

Sumul g reports will be piesented
by the state leagues at a meeting whach
will begm e 3 oclock on Wednesd ay
thtainoon Mis Hemy L de Rham will
prestde e thus session which will con
vene m the small banquet 10om of the
Hotcl Rooscvelt

It 15 expeced that v Tnge numbea ot
the stue lewgues will send delegates to
thc mecting Leagues not to be repre
sented hnve been asked to send to the
Fcda won offices 1in rdditon to then
full 1eports summaries from wlaeh a
combuied report Lor such lawgues e be
prepaied ind piresented
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MEDICAL CONFERENCE ON
THE TCECHNIQUES OF
CONTRACEPTION

Physicians and professional st of
birth control clinics as well as members
of medical societies 1n the New York
metropolitan area, have been mvited to
attend a medical conference on Wednes
day evening, January 24th at 8 15 pm
in the Hendrik Hudson Room ot the
Hotel Roosevelt Dr Richard N Pierson,
chairman of Federations Board of Ih
rectors will preside

The speakers will be Dr Reobert L
Dickinson, former president of the Amer
can Gynecological Society, former clim
cal professor of obstetrics and gynecology,
Long Island College Hospital, and vice
president of the Birth Control Federa
tion, and Dr Philip F Wilhams assis
tant professor of obstetrics School of
Medicine University of Pennsylvania

Dr Dickinson will speak on  Require
ments for the Ideal Contraceptive, and
Dr Wilhams on Modern Contraceptives
—Their Values and Limitations ’

This session will be closed to the gen
eral public

NEW YORK STATE BIRTH
CONTROL FEDERATION
ANNUAL MEETING

About two hundred delegatcs will at
tend the annual meeting of the New York
State Birth Control Federation on Tues
day morning It will be convened 1n the
Assembly Foyer at the Hotel Roosevelt
at half past mine o clock on January 23rd

Mrs Lous deB Moore president of
the New York State Birth Control Fed
eration, will preside and will present hex
report as president This will Le tollowed
by reports given by the county and local
committees Between thirty and thirty

sin of these actively tunctioning groups
will give 1n digest torm, an account of
their work during the past year

Regional reports will be submitted by
Mis David Haller as president of the
western regron and by Mrs F Hunting
ton Babcock as president ol the castern
1egion

Election of officers 1s the final 1tem on
the agenda The hour from one o clock
unul two has been set aside for an 1n
formal luncheon in the small banquet
room of the Hotel Roosevelt

FILMS

Throughout the meeting there will be
showings of the medical films The
Mechanism of Contraception and The
Biology of Conception ILach of these
15 a fifteen minute presentation  The
showings will be restricted to physicians,
nurses, clinic personnel, and other pro
fesstonal workers

Why Let Them Die? | a slide film dra
matizatton for the lay audience, also will
be shown In this film Mrs Maigaret
Sanger Dr Robert I. Dickinson Rever
end Hairy Emerson Fosdick Dv Freder
ick C Holden, Reveiend john Haynes
Holmes and other disunguished advo
cates of bnth control are seen and heard

STATL PRLESIDENTS DINNER

Imitatons have been sent to all State
Presidents who will be at the asNvan
MEETING (o attend a dinner at eight
oclock on Tuesday eveming January
2grd Gilbert Colgate, chairman ot the
Ixecutne Committee and trewsuier of
the Buth Control I'ederauion and Mrs
Colgate will be hosts, and the dinner will

be held <t thewr home

BIRTITH CONTROL RFYIEW
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BOARD MEMBERS LUNCHEON
MEETING

On Thursday at one oclock in the
small banquet room, the members of the
board of directors of the Birth Conirol
Federation of America will meet at Junch
eon Dr Richard N Pierson, chairman
of the board, will preside

At this meeting the Federation s officers
for the coming year will be elected and
other business transacted

POSTGRADUATE INSTITUIE

Following the three day session, there
will be a postgraduate nstitute on clinic
procedures at the Margaret Sanger Bu
reau at 17 West 16cth Street, New York
on Friday, January 26th, from nine untl
five o’clock

Mrs Henry C Taylor, chairman of
the Nauonal Clinic Service, will preside
Kathryn Trent, R N, director of the re
gional organization committee, will lead
the discussion at the morning session

The institute, as announced on De
cember 1gth, 1939 1n a memorandum to
state and local birth control organiza
tons, 1s open only to clinic workers
(physicians, clinic admimustrators, nurses
and social workers) and 1s being limited
to the first thirty registrants Registra
tons should be sent to the National
Clinic Service Department, 17 West 16th
Street, New York

Three cases, one, a non accepted case
(existing pregnancy), the second, a new

accepted patient, and the third, an old
parient, will be presented during the
morning session Visitors will observe the
procedure with these cases Time will be
allowed for pertinent questions after each
nterview and for general questions dur
ing the discussion pertod Dr Hannah
M Stone, medical director of the Mar
garet Sanger Bureau, will summarize the
$€ss10M

A discussion program 1s scheduled for
the afternoon session Dr Lena Levine,
member of the medical staff of the Mar
garet Sanger Bureau, and Dr Abraham
Stone, editor ot the Journal of Contra
ception, will talk on ‘ Marriage Counsel
ling  After discussion of these talks, Dr
Woodbridge L Morris, generil director
ot the Buirth Control Iederation, will
speak on ‘ The Clinic as a Teaching Cen
tre for Physicians and Nurses Theie
will be tume for open discusston lollowing
this talk

The Margaiet Sanger Bureau will be
open to visitors 1n connection with the
other sessions of the ANNUAL MEETING

Those attending the ANNUAL MELTING
who wish to observe 1 simple buth con
trol set up i1n extra mural cinics may
make appointments to visit onc ol the
centers of the New York Citv Commuttee
on Mothers Health Centers by wiiting
Carol K Nash 1t
504 Midison \ienue, New

i advance to Mrs
Room 1904

Delegates representing states as [u dis
tant from New York as Florida Iowa,
Minnesota, Michigan, and Maine will at
tend the sessions of the ANNUAL MEETING
The adjoining states of Pennsylvama,
New Jersey, and Connecticut will send

JANULRY
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York City
many tiepresentatines Mauyland  New
Hampshire, Declaware, Massachusctts

and the Dustrict of Columbia also have
designited members who will cury back
to theiwr stite groups their report on the
ANNUAL MEETING
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ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM

TUESDAY, JANUARY TWENTY THIRD

g ooam Registration
9 3oam Annual Meeting, New York State Birth Control Federation
Prestding Mgrs Louis p1 B Moorr President
President s Report
Regional Reports
Mrs Davip HaLLi R, Chairman, Western Region
Mgrs F HuUNTINGTON BaBcock, Chanrman, Eastean Regron
County Committee Reports
Countv Committee Chairmen
Election of Ofhcers
12 sopm Informal Luncheon (31 50) New York State Birth Control Federation
2 15pm  Race Building in a Democracy A4 Symposium
Prestding HENRY Pra11 FAIRCHILD PH D  Professor of Sociology, New York
Unnersity
Speaking for Participators
Family and Youth Sionit M GRUENBERG, Director, Child Study Association
of America
Eugenics Freorrick OsBorn, Reseaich Associate in Anthropology,
American Museum of Natural History
Mental Hygiene KaARL MENNINGER, M D, Chief of Staff, Menninger Clinic,
Topeka, Kansas
Public Health RosFrT E Seisers, M D, Chairman, Committee on Mater
nal Welfare, South Carolina Medical Society
Roy NorToN, M D, Professor of Public Health Administra
tion, Umversity of North Carolina

Business To be announced

Labor MARK STARR, Educational Director, International Ladies
Garment Workers Union

Religion Canon CorxerLius P Trowsringr, Cathedral Church of

St Paul, Boston, Massachusetts
8 oopm State Presidents Dinner

WEDNESD \Y JANUARY I'WENTY FOURTH

gooam A Coordinated Program
Presiding  Mgs Freptrick G AThivsoy, President Minnesota Birth Connol
League
Speakers Staff Members Birth Control Federation of America
Woobsripot E Morris, M D, General Director
Mrs KataryN TRrnT, R N, Director Regional Organization
CHARLES M SmrtH, Director, Public Information
HeLEN Kranipy Stovens, Director, Extension Program
11 goam Annual Meeting, New York City Committee of Mothers Henlth Centets

12 0o noon Membership Meeung Binith Control Federation of Americ1




JANUARY 23, 24, AND 25, 1940

12 4 P m

g 00 pm

S15pm

g ooam

1 00Opm

Luncheon Meeung ($2 oo)

Presiding  RicHArRD N Pierson M D, Chairman, Board of Directors, Bitth
Control Federation of America

Spcakers  ‘ Race Building 1in a Democracy —HENRY PRATT FaIRcHILD, PH D,
Professor of Soctology, New York Univeisity

‘A National Program for the United States — Woobermer E
Morris, M D, General Director, Birth Control Federition of
America

State League Reports

Presiding Mgrs Henry L pERHAM, Member, Board of Dnectors, Buth Con
trol Federation of America

Medical Conference on Techniques of Contraception

Presiding  RicHarp N PiersoNn M D, Chairman, Board of Dnectots, Birth
Control Federation of America

Speakers  “Requirements for the Ideal Contraceptive — RoBrrRT LAToUu
DickinsoNn, M D Former President, American Gynecologicl
Society, Former Clinical Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Long Island College Hospital, Vice president, Birth Control
Federation of America

Modern Contraceptives — Their Values and Limitations —
Paiip F Wirpniams, M D, Assistant Professoy of Obstetrics,
School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania

THURSDAY, JANUARY TWENTY FIFTH

A Co ordinated Program Discussion

Presiding Mgrs Freprrick G ATKINSON, President, Minnesota Birth Con
trol League

Discussion

Leaders Mrs RoBerT G ILsLEY, President, New Jersey Birth Conuol
League

Mrs PrnNtiss Winrson, President, Mothers Health Association
of the District of Columbia

Mpgs Frrierp WorkuMm, Chairman, Northern Westchester Com
mittee of Mothers Health Centers, Mt Kisco, New York

Mrs UnioN WORTHINGTON, President, Birth Contiol League of
Delaware

Summary  MRrs Hinry ] Marr Chairman, Regional Organization Commit
tee, Birth Control Federation of America

Luncheon Mecung ($2 0o), Bound of Dircctors, Birth Control Tedeirauon of
Americ

Presiding  Ricuarp N Pierson, M D, Chairman

FRIDAY JANUARY I'WENTY SIXTH

gooTmto.yocopm Postgraduate Institute on Clinic Proccduies




News from the States

Mrs George Dittman was reelected
president of the board of directors ot
Tucson Arizona Birth Control Clinic t
its annual meetings 1n December Duiing
the past year 88 new members have been
added to the group already supporting
the clinic Appreciation was expressed at
the meeting to the 1 ucson doctors who
give therr services to the clinic

The Maternal Health Association of
Mzssours 1n 1ts report for the period cov
ering January 1938 to January 19gg
states that there has becn a steady growth
in the number of patients advised since
the first clinic was opened 1n 1932

Stxty two women recently applied n
ong day for advice at the birth control
clinic of the Maternal Health Association
of Ohio Requests for information have
tripled during the last year Efforts are
being continued to ncrease membership
and to obtain the additional funds neces
sary to carry on this educational work

The Rhode Island Maternal Health
Assoc1ation reports an increase 1n 193g of
229 1n new patients over 1938 figures
and their social worker states that 25%
of the families of the new patients are
on relief and are advised without charge

During 1939 eight patients of the Dal
las, Texas Clinic had planned pregnan
cies, spacing their families as their health
and economic ability permitted

The leaflets 1n Spanish recently 1ssued
by the Birth Control Clinic of El Paso,
Texas, and menuoned in the December
REVIEW, would be interesting to any
climic which has foreign speaking patients
or prospective patients The pamphlets
are well written i simple language and
mexpensively printed on brightly colored

papers

News from Abroad

The simplified birth control methods
used 1n programs of several state and
county boards of health in the Umted
States hold promise for India, two dis
unguished Indian women now visiting
New York told a recent luncheon meet
ing sponsored by the Birth Control Fed
eration of America, at the Town Hall
Club, New York The speakers were Mrs
Ammu Swaminadahn, a member of the
Madras Municpal Corporation and
chairman of the standing commuttee of
the All India Women s Conference, and
Mrs Kamaladevi, vice president of the
All India Women s Conference

Dr Hannah Stone, in introducing
Mrs Kamaladevy, said She has held the
same 1deals as Gandhi except one, she
has come out strongly for birth control
and feels 1t 1mportant to any program
for the emancipation of women 1n India
Mis Kamaladcvi asserted that in India
two mullion mothers die each year in
childbirth and that the infant mortality
also 15 enoimous In some industrial cen
ters she added, 75% of the babies die
before they are one year old

We want birth control, she said, ‘not
only because our land cannot be made
to teed the population of 400,000,000 we
are approaching, but also because of the
social and biological aspects of barth
control

The mceting was the first of a series
planned to keep workers 1n the birth con
trol movement in touch with develop
ments 1n America and abroad and to pro
vide an opportunity for discussion and
clearing of problems Attending were
stall and board members of the New York
State Birth Control Federation and the
New York City Committee of Mothers
Health Centers, as well as of the Birth
Control Federauon of America

BIRTH CONTROL REVIFW
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Birth Control in Jamaica

Mgrs EpitH How MAR1YN
Chairman Suffragette Tellowship,
London

There are no legal obstacles to birth
control 1n Jamaica, governed as 1t 15 by
Briush law and procedure Inquiry
showed that medical advice on contra
ception was obtainable from a lew phys
ic1ans 1n thewr private practice, and that
several chemists stocked some of the well
known appliances Through the eftorts
of Dr McCulloch, the honorary secre
tary of the Jamaican Medical Associition
a resolution that the Jamaica Branch ot

the British Medical Associition  ap
proves 1n principle ob the teaching of
the methods ot birth control to the peo
ple ot this Island was cained

With the ground thus prepared 1t was
not surprising that my campaign aioused
immense interest and acted as the final
stumulus to the formation, 1n March 1939,
ot the Jamaica Birth Control l.eague
T he main object, as set out 1n the articles
ot association, 15 to strengthen the sense
ot parental responsibility and to advocate
the provision of faalities for scientihic
contraception, so that paicnts may space
or lmit their families and so nmitigate the
evils of 1l health and poverty

Public Information Program

As announced on page one, the Buth
Control Review suspends publication
with this 1ssue The decision to discon
tinue publication of the magazine which
has served the birth conuol movement
during so many years was reached by the
Executive Commuittee and the Board of
Directors with deep regret, but with con
fidence that the publication program
adopted n 1ts stead would be even more
effective 1in carrying forward the move
ment

The Burth Conirol Revicw has been
addressed in part to cach of the following
groups

1 General Public

2 Organization Personnel

g Contributors

4 Friends of the Movement

The new plan for periodicals provides
for the dissemination of information 1¢
garding the birth control movement s
follows

1 To the General Public A contunu
ous flow of information 1n magasines of
general arculation through intensifying
the wcuvities of our writers burcin sup
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plemented by other means of information

2 To Orgamzation Paisonncl A bul
lcun 1ssued monthly contuning the 1n
formation most likely to aid groups of
workers throughout the country m duect
ing thenr wuvines 1 the most elfccine
manner

3 To Contitbutors A ncwslettar, 1s
sued periodicilly, mexpensively printed
and conciscly written, describing  the
principal wchievements ot the mosement
and discussing current projects wmd fu
ture plans

4 To I'iends of the Movement A
service of inlormauon, 1ssued from time
to ume, mimcographed or printed by off
set contaiming abstricts of 1mportant
articles on birth control and related sub
jects plus summaries of the Federation s
own findings, designed to show birth
control as a nccessarv put of any plan
for social betterment

The plin will be discussed mm greater
detail by Charles M Smuth, ditector of
the Deparument of Public Information
on January 24th during the A\NUAL
MFETING of the Federation
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New Books

Ini NaturaL History or PoOPULATION

Uy Raymond Peail London Oxford
Unnversity Press, 1939, 416 pp 33 50

Morc population 1s made only by ex
istng units ot population  nd the quan
titatne aspect of populition may be ex
pressed simplv by the ritio ot births to
dciths The fwtors concetned 1n barths
and dcaths uc¢ however, exttemely com
ples The present study 1s primanly a
dct uled and objective analysis of biologt
cal socological ind econonuc conditions
and p1actices s they afteet the expressed
faulity m a populinon—cilly the na
tur 1l hustory ol human ieproduction as
allecung populwon It s concaaned very
largely with the quanutative numerical
rclations but diflerentials between 1acial,
1chigious and cconomic groups are con
sidered 1 so tar as pertnent data are at
hind The condusions drawn ate in most
cues mercdy expositions ol the results
ground out by the calculating machine,
only occasionlly does the author indulge
m speculation wnd the r1a1e cxpiressions
ol opmion aire pt to hive an 1ronical
tutn  The mataal used tor analysis
comgs largely tom two sources, the statis
tics of the U S Bnth Regisuation Aret
for 1937 and ova go ooo personal repro
duction histories, gathered 1n hospitals
undet supervision, of women ol repro
ductive age and free from discase The
analyses arc so dctailed and complex that
they are not only difficult to 1eview but
cannot even be catalogued 1n the space
available The whole work will be valu
able to the biologist and the student of
population, not only for results but also
for methods of treatment of the data
Special attention 1s given to contracep
ton as 1t affects population, and this will
naturally be of interest to persons con
cerned with birth control

In his ciscussion of the effects of con
u wepnion, s elsewhere m the book, the
withor keeps close to the factual and ob
jecune His 1s an attempt to determine
to what extent contiaception 1s practiced
in the ‘\merican population, as indicated
by the s unple studied, and what 1ts demo
graphic 1csults may be He does not pass
judgment 1 to whether these are good
01 bad  he gives rather the impression
ot one holding down a ringside seat and
observing with tolerant detachment a
battlc 1 which the patucipants seem
oveisute ol what they are battling for
Ihas 1s probably, howeva, the result of
his attirude ot neutrahity, and 1t must
be recalled agun that he 1s dealing with
contriception only as 1t affects births
1 he book 1s not directly concerned with
those aspects of birth control which have
to do with maternal health or the prob
able chances of the survival or welfare of
the child after birth Even in dealing
with the differcnunals ot contraception
with relerence to 11ce nuvity and cco
nomic status, he ofleis no judgment as
to the 1elatuve value of the different cate
gorics—the reader 1s left to make his own
mterpictitions 1f he likes, according to
his personil opmions or prejudices The
tesults ol this survey are, nevertheless, of
basic 1mportince and should be studied
by every saious student of birth control

In the last chapter ‘ World Population
i Past, Piesent and Futuie, the author
does relax a bat and give some discussion
of the theoretical as well as the strictly
factual Considering the great mass of
material that Dr Pearl now has at his
command and the relatively narrow scope
possible 1n a book of this nature, one
wishes that he may sometime 1n the near
future give us a comprchensive survey
of population problems, lcaving many of
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the details for reference to his eairlier
works and including not only his ma
ture conclusions—but even some of his
speculations

The Natural Historv of Population 1s
abundantly annotated and documented,
and, as might be anticipated, concludes
with a most useful index

Leon J CoLE

Professor of Genetics
Unnersity of Wisconsin

PeoPLE, by Hemy Pratt Fanchild New
York Henry Holt and Company, 315
pp $300
The whole world, with one war re

cently ended and two more being waged

on the plea of needing more room for
populations breeding beyond the ca
pacity of their countries to support them,

15 awake to the problems presented by

the amazing increase, a practical doub

ling, of the number of living beings which
has taken place in the last hundred years

This presentation of the subject, cit1
cally scientific, qualified at every turn
by the caution of the lover of truth, offers
the lay 1eader a unique opportunity to
famihiarize himself with the many aspects
of the whole problem In the Light of the
startling theories of Malthus, of the hu
manitarian zeal of Mrs Sanger, and of
the unemotional figures of the United

States Census the story 15 told of the ex

uberant fertlity ol nature and her

equally ruthlcss destructiveness, the birth
and death uncontrol, which has brought
us where we are

Dr Fairchild s style 1s admirably clear
and his points are reinforced by pictorial
statistics which i1lluminate the text with
out producing the mental paralysis which
1s the layman s usual response to the older
type of graph There 1s no aspect of the
subject which 1s neglected the social ef
fect of the growth or decline of popula
tions the gencuc significance of an 1n
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crease or a decrease in numbers, the
biological importance of the mating in
stinct and 1ts spectal place 1n human so
ctety, the optimum population which can
be regarded as desirable the fundamen
tal importance of eugenics in building
for the future and above all the check
which our lIimited knowledge and social
indifference 1mposes upon us in our
dream ot creating beings fit for the per
[ect state

The part of peculiar interest to the
readers of the Review 1s the discussion,
which runs through the book, of the part
that birth control has played in the past
and 15 certain to play in the future of
human society Dr Fairchild speaks of 1t
as this new consideration, — absolutely
1evolutionary 1n 1ts practical sigmificance
and 1ts bearing on the problems of hu
man weltare and affirms with the emin
ent English scientist Juhan Huxley, that

the discovery of contitception must
rank with the greatest achievements of
human mmtellect, such as the invention of
the stone hammer, the mastery of fire,
the discovery of electricity, or the in
vention of the art of printing He adds,
With this new weapon in hand we are
prepared to attack intelligently and ef
tectively the weighty problems of the re
lation of population to social progress
and welfaie

This book 1s of interest to the gen
eral reader but to those of us mterested
in birth control it 1s of fundamental 1m
portance for a knowledge of 1ts contents
will protect us from the accusation of
supcerficiality m our judgments and of
cmotionality i our decisions It needs
to be read and inwardly digested by
evary friend of the cause

CORNELIA JAMES CANNON

President “assachusetts Mothers
Health Council
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 Daily 1nto the offices of the Bnth Con
trol Tederationr of America and state
leagues and clinics all over this country
come letters fiom men and women plead
ing lor help in fammly planning Not less
than fitty people, (at least half of them
men) themselves come into the national
offices e ich week to talk over their prob
lems Similar peisonal wvisits also are
duplicated all over this country A deh
nite need for family counselling 1s being
pairtly met in this way

Typical of letters received as evidence
ol the true American desire to have a
planned tamily which the parents can
raise and educate properly 1s the follow
g

Am wiiung you in regards to birth

contiol Me and my husband has four
mighty fine children and I don tfeel like
we can iaise and educate them as we
would like to and of course four 1s enough
for any tamily of small means as we are
and 1 we dont find some kind of a con
trol there will be more birth in our
family ve have been married thirteen
years and we have one boy ten and one
girl seven and one girl four Our baby
boy 1s lom months old So you see that
we have three already school age and 1t
15 quite 1 problem to keep clothes and
books and other supplys for them and 1if
you know of any safe sound birth control
I certainly would appreciate knowing 1t
and anything you write me would be
kept confidential

1 The United States Public Health Serv
1ce announced on October goth, 1939 that
for the first half of the vear the mateinal
mortality rate had reached a new low
of 4 o per 1 ooo lIive births a decrease of
28% since 1937

Irom the Editor’s Desk

T Una Taylor columnist, writes 1n the
Charlotte, North Carolina, Observer of
the fine news of that state being the first
to mclude birth control advice 1n 1ts pub
Iic health service She quotes a welfare
worker who knows 1nto what hopeless
surroundings so many little lives are
biought assaying, what a help 1t would
be it 1t were legally as difficult for couples
to have clildren of their own as to adopt
them!

{f Patients at the Brookline and South
End Massachusetts, Mothers Health of
fices with three or more children had
1bout 0% of their number on relief
according to a review recently made
for the Jowrnal of Contiaception by
Martha G Waldstein, formerly social
worker at those offices The percentage
dropped sharply to 169, on relief among
patients with only one or two children
Among those patients wiath no children
none were on relief

T A recent announcement of the Family
Planning Association (Great Britain)
states The following have done us the
honour of becomimg vice presidents
Margaret Sanger honorary chairman of
the Birth Control Federation of America,
Inc which unites all the birth control
organizations of the United States Lady
Cowasj1 Jehangir, M B E, president of
the Family Hygiene Society of Bombay
the Ran1 Rajwade, president of the All
India Woman s Conference, Mrs R L
Scott president of the South African Na
tional Council for Maternal and Family
Welfare, representing the most progres
sive Dominion birth control organiza
tion and last but not least Mrs Else
Ottesen Jensen president of the National
League for Sex Education of Sweden
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