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The F~rst Three Months 

T HE Blrth Control Federation of America 
has been In existence for three months 

During that time ~t has made a splendid 
start in establishing a comprehensive and 
unified program, hitherto impossible with 
two organizations In the field Also, it has 
advanced farther toward ~ t s  goal of maklng 
birth control an accepted part of public 
health procedure 

Another state has begun to establish birth 
control as a state wide public health service, 
following North CaroIina's example 

One new state league has been organized, 
the Tennessee B ~ r t h  Control Federat~on 

In the South and Far West a practical 
program has been Initiated for reaching 
d~rectly the thousands of families who are 
living below subsistence level and cannot 
afford the services of private physicians 

The Federation has developed, in add1 
tion to its executive comm~ttet: and Board, 
active functioning committees, which are 
meeting every two weeks to dlrect the oper 
atlon of its various service departments 

In resources, the Federation has three 
offices-two in New York and one In Wash 
lngton Its staff conslsts of 31 full time and 
four part time workers, more than ten of 
whom are In the field Affiliated w ~ t h  ~t 
are 29 state member leagues and almost a11 
of the nat~on's 483 birth control centers 

Immediately available for the develop 
ment of improved techniques and proced 
ures, are the Clinical Service Bureau at 17  
West 16th Street, New York City, and the 
thirteen birth control centers maintained by 
the New York C ~ t y  Comm~ttee of Mothers 
Health Centers The Federat~on has issued 
films for both physicians and laymen, and 
it publishes the only medical and lay maga 
zines dealing w ~ t h  birth control 

The Federat~on's in~t ia l  period of re 
organization ended on May first with the 
arrival of its new general director, Dr 
Woodbridge E Mor r~s  Under h ~ s  leader 
ship the Federat~on begins to build the 
organ~zation required to attain one major 
oblect~ve-the establishment of birth con 
trol as an integral part of every voluntary 
and public health program 
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The Federation's General Director 

A PHYSICIAN from the publ~c health field 
has accepted appolntment as the chief 

admlnlstrator of the birth control movement 
ln Arnerlca Dr Woodbridge E Morns, who 
became full tlme general dlrector of the 
Blrth Control Federatlon of America on 
May first, has been for the past three years 
dlrector of the Dlvlslon of Maternal and 
Chlld Health and the Crlppled Children's 
Servlce of the Delaware State Board of 
Health 

Dr Morr~s' deep conv~ctlon In the neces 
sity of blrth control has led him a numbel 
of tunes spontaneously and courageously to 
advance ~ t s  cause m hls own state and 
nationally 

Gfaduated from Yale Unlversity In 1923, 
Dr Morrls took a year of pre medlcal work 
at Western Reserve University and recelved 
hls M D from Johns Hopklns Unlversity 
He has also done graduate study at the 
Johns Hopklns School of Hyglene In Baltl 
more, Dr Morns was a field physlclan wlth 
the City Health Department and a resldent 
physlclan at Johns Hopklns Hospltal Later 
he was a resldent physlclan at the Henry 
Ford Hosp~tal, Detro~t, before he assumed 
hls post with the Delaware State Board of 
Health 

Before taklng his medlcal trammg, Dr 
Morr~s was engagrd In newspaper and mag 
azlne work, so he brlngs to the Federatlon a 
broad background In publlc relations as 
well as in medlclne 

"The Federahon IS most fortunate In ob 
talnlng Dr Morris," stated Dr Rlchard N 
Plerson, chalrman of the board of the Fed 
eration, m a press release announcing Dr 
Morr~s' appolntment "He IS unusually 
equlpped for the admlnlstratlve job he wlll 
undertake and to provlde sound professional 
leadersh~p for the movement as a whole" 

Petrelle New Haven 

WOODBRIDGE E MORRIS, M D 

Dr Morns was Introduced to members 
and frlends of the Federatlon at the dlnner 
held by the Cltlzens Committee for Planned 
Parenthood on Aprll 10th He gave an ad 
dress on "Health In the World of To 
morrow" 

Hlstory shows that all great publ~c health 
lnnovatlons have encountered preludlce and 
mertla, he polnted out The determlnlng 
factor In the publlc acceptance and use of 
these fundamental medlcal procedures has 
been enlightened publlc oplnlon 

"Let that be our major goal," Dr Morrls 
urged "When we achleve ~t-and, thanks 
to you, we are well on thaway-birth con 
trol wlll be a publlc health fact" 
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Creating the World 

N o more significant messages in behalf 
of blrth control have been made m 

recent years than those contributed by lead 
ers m rellglon, business, sclence and medi 
cme on thk occasion of the dlnner held by 
the Citizens Committee for Planned Parent 
hood on Aprll 10th in New York C~ ty  That 
the quallty of llfe in Amer~ca and the physi 
cal, spiritual and economic future of our 
people depend upon making medlcal lnfor 
mation on family planning available to all 
groups was urged by the speakers through 
out a distinguished program 

Taking its theme "Creatmg the World of 
Tomorrow" from that of the New York 
World's Fax, the dinner marked the open 
ing of the Committee's campaign to raise 
$310,876 for the work of the Birth Control 
Federation of America Four hundred were 
present, the large proportion of men indl 
cating that birth control may no longer be 
called a "women's movement", but is enl~st 
ing the act~ve Interest of men in many fields 
Dr Richard N Pierson, cha~rman of the 
Board of the Birth Control Federation of 
America, presided 

"Our generation is the first to possess 
enough scientific knowledge about man in 
dividually and collectively te allow us, if 
we will, to use this informat~on to help solve 
our problems," sald Dr Clarence Cook 
Little, director of the American Society for 
the Control of Cancer, speaking from the 
biologist's polnt of view "It is the quallty 
of the mdivldual, what he thinks, does, can 
comprehend, that determines whether a civi 
lizatlon can last " 

The talk of Dr Woodbridge E Morris 
on "Health in the World of Tomorrow" is 
reported in part on page 203 

Dr Morr~s said, "Our problem of the 
~mmediate future is, how 1s b~ r th  control to 

of Tomorrow 

be established as a widespread public health 
procedure, like toxold? Knottler problems 
have been tackled successfully In the lmrne 
diate past by just such voluntary health 
organizations as t h ~ s  It  1s the democratic 
way of dolng thmgs " 

6' Let us so plan, so act m our cause that 
the world of tomorrow will thank us, as we 
thank the world of yesterday for the health 
~t has provided us today," he concluded 

"Prosperity In the World of Tomorrow" 
was the toplc of Albert G Milbank, member 
of the law firm of Mllbank, Tweed and Hope 

(6 Society, through governmental agencies, 

such as pollce and fire departments, seeks 
to protect itself agalnst the hazards of crlme 
and conflagratlon," Mr Milbank stated 
6' Nations pour billlons Into armaments m a 
mad race to ach~eve national safety against 
potential enemles In striking contrast to all 
thls, how little has been done or attempted, 
outs~de of the br~lllant pioneenng work of 
such leaders as Mrs Sanger, to guard the 
~nd~vldual and society against the undesir 
able consequences of a natural human m 
stinct which is qulte as strong as the Instinct 
for self preservation " 

Margaret Sanger, honorary chalrman of 
the Birth Control Federation of America, In 
an inspiring address at the close of the din 
ner, declared, "Through publlc health agen 
cies we should demand that b~ r th  control 
service be given to the underprivileged to 
enable them to help themselves Only in this 
way can those unable to afford the services 
of private physicians secure this essential 
~nformation " 

Abortion, which is conservatively estl 
mated to cost 8,000 llves in the United States 
each year, has become less a problem of 
mortality than of economlc necess~ty, Mrs 
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Sanger s a ~ d  "Contrary to popular bel~ef, 
nlne out of every ten women who undergo 
abort~ons are marr~ed The greatest Increase 
In the number of abort~ons 1s noted prl 
mar~ly among mothers of three or more 
ch~ldren Were contraceptive knowledge 
available and access~ble to these women be 
fore pregnancy occurred, they would not go 
Lnock~ng on the doors of abort~on~sts " 

Dr Harry Emerson Fosd~ck, pastor of 
R~vers~de Church, New York C~ty, could not 
be present, but sent the follow~ng letter, 
whlch was read at the d~nner 

"The tragedy of unplanned parenthood 
our ch~ldren's ch~ldren w ~ l l  look back upon 
as utterly Inhumane It 1s lust as much a 
man's problem as it is a woman's to see that 
t h ~ s  lnhuman~ty 1s done away and that vol 
untary parenthood IS establ~shed as the nor 
ma1 funct~onlng of fam~ly l ~ f e  T h ~ s  IS the 
more Important because voluntary parent 
hood 1s becom~ng more and more the prac 
tlce of the well to do and the med~cal Infor 
mat~on wh~ch makes t h ~ s  poss~ble should be 
ava~lable to the whole body of the popula 
tlon Author~t~es est~mate that from one 
t h ~ r d  to one half of the populat~on of t h ~ s  
country can afford llttle or no med~cal care 
It  1s small wonder, therefore, that the least 
well to do go on hav~ng f am~l~es  far larger 
than they want and far larger than they can 
adequately care for Unt~ l  b~ r th  control 1s 
made as ava~lable to these as ~t 1s now to the 
well to do, they wlll cont~nue to be v ~ c t ~ m  
 zed by worthless, commerc~ally explo~ted 
products as were the sufferers from cancer 
and tuberculos~s un t~ l  publ~c oplnlon came 
to then a ~ d  

"The goal of the Federat~on and the prog 
ress wh~ch ~t has already made toward that 
goal, of mak~ng med~cally gu~ded b~ r th  con 
trol ~nformat~on everywhere ava~lable 
through publlc health agencies, IS to be 

h~ghly commended I am glad to a l~gn  my 
self w~th those who th~nk that t h ~ s  campalgn 
1s one of the most fundamental of all at 
tempts to Improve man's lot on earth " 

Mrs D~ego Suarez, cha~rman of the Com 
mlttee, emphasized the fact that young men 
and women today are ready and eager to 
a ~ d  the cause of planned parenthood 

"The future of t h ~ s  natlon 1s In the hands 
of a generat~on of young people too fear 
less not to support publ~cly what they be 
l~eve and too honest not to know that ~t 
1s ne~ther r~gh t  nor democrat~c that op 
portunlty for some should not be made 
opportunity for all," she s a ~ d  

The Importance of planned parenthood 
to the nat~on's economlc future was empha 
s~zed In a message cabled from London by 
Wlnthrop W Aldr~ch, cha~rman of the 
board of the Chase Nat~onal Bank It  read 
In part 

"The t ~ m e  has come for leaders of com 
merce and Industry to recognize the funda 
mental Importance of b~ r th  control to the 
future of Amer~ca 

"In the Un~ted States today a very large 
group of our populat~on IS 11vln.g close to a 
lelel of bare subs~stence T h ~ s  IS both eco 
nomlc and human tragedy The commun~ty 
should make and IS mak~ng every effort to 
amellorate the cond~t~on of t h ~ s  group 

"One of the most Important contr~but~ons 
whlch could be made toward lmprovlng the 
economlc cond~t~on of the members of thls 
group would be to see to ~t that the sc~ent~fic 
knowledge on fam~ly plann~ng wh~ch they 
w~sh to obta~n and wh~ch they now almost 
ent~rely lack 1s made as ava~lable to them 
as ~t 1s to the well to do 9 ,  

"If we are to survlve as a nat~on we must 
plan w~seIy In every May poss~ble to prevent 
economlc, human and sp~ r~ tua l  waste In 
such plann~ng b~ r th  control IS, In my opln 
Ion, one of the most Important elements" 
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New Film Aid I 
The Drarnat~c Talk~ng-Sl~dc 

W~ns Acclalrn and W~der I 
N ow public oplnion on birth control is being 

aroused and informed through the same medl 
um so successfully employed in America's war on 
venereal disease, the talking slide film "Why Let 
Them Dle7" a presentation of the Blrth Control Fed 
eration of Amerlca, has been shown with great suc 
cess before general audiences and such specialized 
groups as clubwomen, soclal workers and publlc 
health officials 

State and local blrth control leagues are findmg 
the film most valuable m fund raislng and in arous 
ing active Interest m the extension of their work 
Among the state leagues whlch have leased the film 
are those of Illmois, Iowa, Kentucky, New Jersey 
and South Carolina In twelve additional states, 
clinlcs have used the film to advance public under 
standlng of the movement 

The film 1s dlvlded Into three parts, coverlng all 
phases of the soclal, economic and moral aspects 
of the blrth control problem As the stlrring se 
quence of slldes unroll, the accompanying sound 
d~scs  descrlbe the story The materlal has been pre 
sented fiom a sociological, rather than from a con 
troverslal vlewpomt 

Among the natlonal authorltles who participate 
in the film are Margaret Sanger, Dr Robert L. 
Dicklnson, Prof Henry Pratt Falrchild, ~ a b b i  Sid 
ney E Goldstein and Rev Harry Emerson Fosdick 

The P~ctures-Left, top to bottom (I) The  film begbna 
(2) Ignorance of bzrth control has caused the phystcal 
breakdown of Martha Hayes and her husband's moral 
breakdown They cannot provde for the seven chddren 
they have, and another 1s expected (3) The last desperate 
msrtsrja rl t~aryhbor tslla 3Lurllia of a so-called doctor 
who can be "persuaded" ( 4 )  Mrss Quthne of the Welfare 
Society, " I  don't know why Martha's card w stdl tn our 
acttve file Y e t ,  somehow, I hate to move zt for the last 
tzme Even a t  the end, she seemed so young" 
Rrght (I) MISS Guthne  can stall hear Martha sayzng 
" Y o u  can splzt a quart of mzlk three ways, or four ways 
Bu t ,  honest, when y w  t ry  t o  splzt at seven ways-" 
(%) The need for chzld spacang graphzcally portrayed 
(3) Famdy plannzng makes happy mothers, sturdy, self- 
re l~ant  chzldren ( 4 )  Amerlca has the answer 
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F~ lm "Why Let Them Die?" 
Support In Many States 

WHAT THEY SAY 

" I  feel that such a presentatzon of the condztzons 
that justzfy the program of bzrth control has great 
educatzonal value and wzll enlzst the actzve support 
of many who, heretofore, have been ezther antago 
nutzc or mzsznformed" 

John Overton, M D 
C ~ t y  Health Officer 
Nashville, Tennessee 

" I  am glad that the economzc and socml zmplz 
catzons are so clear I wzsh every member of every 
local board and Famzly Relatzonshzps Commzttee 
could see that film" 

Janet Fowler Nelson, Secretary 
Fam~ly Relat~onsh~ps Committee 
Nat~onal Board, Y W C A 

"We have shown the film to over 2,600 people- 
82 dzfferent groups-since January 27 and are con 
stantly recezvzng requests for subsequent showzngs " 

Mrs Ben Humphr~es Gray 
Execut~ve Secretary 
lll~no~s B~rth Control League 

" I  showed the film to m y  luncheon club, who 
voted m y  program the most mstructzve of the year 

Every person who mentzoned zt spoke of zt zn 
the hzghest telms of prazse Each tzme that I saw zt 
I gamed some addztzonal znformatzon " 

N M Burnett, M D 
Lamar, Colorado 

For information as to how the film may be shown 
in your community, write the Birth Control Federa 
t ~ o n  of America, 501 Madison Avenue, New York 
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News from the States 

The annual meetlng of the Florlda Ma 
ternal Health Federatlon was held on Aprll 
5th m St Petersburg Representatives of the 
cllnlcs at St Petersburg, Lakeland, Tampa 
and Bartow were present Mrs J H Rut 
land was elected presldent and Mrs Wi1 
ham DeBeck, vlce presldent 

It was declded that each member cllnlc 
of the Federatlon should have a represen 
tatlve on the executlve board and state 
medlcal advlsory board The Federatlon 1s 
worklng toward makmg ~ t s  program better 
known and extending centers in various 
parts of the state Recently ~t has had In 
quirles from several communltles Interested 
In estabhshlng cllnlcs 

Durlng Natlonal Negro Health Week, 
Apr~ l  3 7, the the Maternal Health League 
of Fort Wayne had an exhlblt at the Negro 
soclal center and dlstrlbuted literature on 
blrth control Great mterest was shown In 
the exhlblt, reports Mrs F B Mead, Jr , 
corresponding secretary of the League At 
tendance of Negro mothers at the cllnlc has 
Increased as a result 

Kentucky 

Durlng ~ t s  slxth annual membersh~~ cam 
palgn, launched on March 24th, the Ken 
tucky Blrth Control League secured more 
than 400 new annual members Mrs Harold 
Walton was chalrman of the campalgn and 
forty young women served on the teams 

"The educatlonal value of the drme, the 
publlclty, and the Interest of so many new 
frlends, wlll be of lnestlmable help m for 
wardlng the work here," reports Mrs 
Charles G Tachau, presldent of the League 

It  was reported In drlve publicity that 
the typlcal mother served In Loulsvllle clln 
ics IS 27 years old, has had four preg 
nancles, and sometimes several abort~ons, 
IS physically 111, and must prov~de for her 
famlly on an lncome of $12 a week 

Massachusetts 

The Massachusetts Mothers' Health Coun 
cll IS the new name ratlfied by the former 
Blrth Control League of Massachusetts at 
thelr annual meetlng In Boston, Aprll 18th, 
as "statmg our purpose m the slmplest and 
most generally acceptable words " A new 
constltutlon, also accepted at thls reorgan] 
zatlon meetlng, sets forth the Councll's ob 
lects as "to educate the publlc In the medi 
cal, soclal, economic, democratic and sclen 
tlfic aspects of voluntary parenthood as part 
of a well rounded state program of pubhc 
health " 

Mrs Cornella J Cannon became presl 
dent pro tem of the new organization, Mrs 
Leslle Hawkrldge, presldent durlng the 
League's past strenuous four years, becom 
Ing a member of the executlve committee 

The llst of vlce presidents 1s headed by Dr 
Benjamin S Wood and the Rev Frank Jen 
nlngs, executlve secretary of the Massa 
chusetts Councll of Churches The Councll's 
board of directors Includes 75 prominent 
men and women representatlve not only 
of the different reglons of the state, but of 
many important branches of public llfe 

One of the first undertakings of the new 
officers wlll be to secure an executive dlrec 
tor for the forthcoming lntenslve state wlde 
educatlonal work The Councll 1s settled m 
new offices at 143 Newbury Street, Boston, 
where ~ t s  work can be carrled forward wrth 
greater efficiency It plans to glve this spr~ng 
In a number of communltles demonstra- 
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tlons havlng as thelr theme the bulldlng of 
better famllles and the r~ghts of tomor 
row's chlldren 

In the past few months, leadlng phys 
lclans of the state have formed a Commit- 
tee for the Defense of Medlcal Rlghts "to 
organlze the doctors of the state m an at 
tempt to alter ultimately the statute relative 
to the r~ght  of the physlclan to give con 
traceptive informatlon for medlcal rea 
8011% " 

The annual meeting of the M~nnesota 
B~r th  Control League wlll be held on May 
16th at the Cltlzens Ald Bullding In Mmne 
apolls Outstanding physlc~ans wlll discuss 
the relat~on of birth control to various 
aspects of publlc health 

Durlng the fiscal year endlng Aprll first, 
the Minneapolis clin~c served 679 new pa 
tlents, of whom 358 were on rel~ef 

In a letter of April 4th to members of 
the League, its pres~dent, Mrs Freder~ck G 
Atklnson, polnted out, "We are proud of 
the clinlc, but contraception belongs in and 
must become part of the public health pro 
gram Our promot~onal work along thls 
hne steadlly continues " 

Texas 

Representat~ves of nme cltles of the state 
attended the annual meetlng of the Birth 
Control League of Texas, held at the Mater 
nal Health Center in Houston, April 11th 
and 12th That blrth control as a soc~al 
health problem must become a part of state 
publlc health work was emphasized through 
out the sessions 

Mrs Haywood Nelms was reelected pres 
]dent of the League It was reported that 
last year SIX centers In key clt~es of the 
state had adv~sed 2,500 patients 

Mrs Martha S Mumford, field represen 
tatlve of the Blrth Control Federatlon of 

Amerlca, gave an address In whlch she 
stressed the importance of malntainlng high 
professional standards and the need for ex 
tendlng blrth control servlce mto rural 
areas 

One of the high polnts of the meetmg 
was the showlng of the film "Why Let Them 
Die?" 

West V ~ r g ~ n ~ a  

Soclal workers attendmg the Tri State 
Welfare Conference m Huntington showed 
great interest in the exhlblt of the West 
V~rgmla Maternal Health Federatlon, re 
ports Mrs Joe Bekenstem, secretary of the 
Federat~on, who was in attendance at the 
booth There was pronounced eagerness to 
secure further information and servlce, and 
a number of leadlng soclal workers ex- 
pressed the need for blrth control in their 
commun~tles 

Resolutions passed by two lnfluentlal 
groups of Georg~a durlng Aprll will greatly 
advance the progress of b~ r th  control In 
that state 

The Georgia State Medlcal Soclety on 
Aprll28th resolved that the State Board of 
Health be requested to furnish contracep 
tlve lnformat~on upon the apphcatlon for 
the same by any llcensed physlc~an, publlc 
health officd or county health officer of 
the state "It is understood," the resolution 
stated, "that thls informatlon be furnished 
only to those patients for whom the phys 
iclan deems ~t necessary for the proper 
spacing of pregnancies and for the protec 
tion of the l ~ f e  of the expectant mother" 

The Georg~a Conference of Social Work, 
In a resolut~on adopted Aprll 20th, urged 
LL the inclusion of contraceptive service in 
the nat~onal, state and local health and 
welfare serv~ces" and stated that ~t endorsed 
efforts toward thls objective 
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Three Blrth Control Sesslons 
at Soclal Work Conference 

At the National Conference of Soclal 
Work, to be held In Buffalo, New York, 
June 18 24, the Blrth Control Federatlon of 
America and the New York State Birth Con 
trol Federation will have an exhlblt and 
will conduct three meetlngs A cordlal invi 
tation is extended to all who wlll attend the 
Conference to be present at these sesslons 111 
the Erlanger Theatre and to visit the booth, 
where consultation servlce wlll be available 
throughout the week on the organization 
and admlnlstration of birth control s e ~ l c e s  

Outstand~ng authorities In sclence, public 
health and soclal work have been secured to 
address the blrth control sesslons "A Popu 
latlon Pollcy" wlll be the theme of the Fed 
eratlon's first meetlng at 4 00 P M on 
Monday, June 19th Dr P K Whelpton of 
the Scripps Foundation for Population Re 
search wlll dlscuss population trends in the 
Unlted States and thelr social slgnlficance 

The New York State Blrth Control Feder 
atlon will conduct a meetlng on "The Birth 
Control Clinlc as a Community Resource" 
at 3 30 P M on Wednesday, June 21st MISS 
Helen Harr~s,  director of the Natlonal Youth 
Admlnistratlon for New York Clty, will 
speak on "The Settlement Blrth Control 
Center" and Dr Woodbrldge E Morrls, 
general dlrector of the Blrth Control Feder 
ation of America, on "The Publlc Health 
Department Clinic " "Case Work Proced 
ure" wlll be the toplc of Mrs C Ely Rogers, 
field representatwe of the New York State 
Federatlon Mro C Luther Fry, vlce presl 
dent of the New York State Federation, will 
preslde 

A - -- aeaaion on "Birth Control as a Public 
Health Measure" wlll be conducted on Frl 
day, June 23rd at 2 00 P M  Dr Haven 
Emerson, Professor of Publlc Health Prac 
tice, Columbla Um~erslty, New York Clty, 
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wlll give an address on "Public Health Ser 
vlce-A Contrlbutlon to Human Biology " 
Dr Roy Norton, Assistant Dlrector of the 
Dlvis~on of Preventive Medlclne, North 
Carollna State Board of Health, wlll de 
scribe the public health birth control pro 
gram of his state 

A new exhlblt rs being deslgned especlal 
ly for the Conference Durlng the week the 
Federat~on's film "Why Let Them Die?" 
will be shown several tlmes at the Famlly 
Relations Institute of Buffalo 

The natlonal birth control movement par 
tlclpated In the Conference for the first 
t ~ m e  In 1928 In each succeeding year ~t 
has won wlder support from soclal workers 

Cr~rne and Chlld Spac~ng 
The problem of juvenlle dellnquency was 

discussed by Dr William E Cole, head of 
the Sociology Department, University of 
Tennessee, at a meeting of the Ossoli Clrcle 
In Knoxville He suggested a number of 
plans for decreasing the proportion of ju 
venlle dellnquency m thls country, among 
them "blrth control made accessible, so as 
to permlt the proper spaclng of chlldren 
and control the size of the flock wlthln the 
means of the famlly " 
-Knoxville, Tenn News Sentznel, Mar 20 

At a meetlng of the Southern Association 
of Prlvate Schools in Memphls, Tennessee, 
March 30th, C C Menzler of Nashville, dl 
rector of the State Tralnlng School, stated 
that a major cause of juvenlle delinquency 
1s the "lessenlng of parental authority" and 
that unemployment and adverse economlc 
conditions are also "tremendous factors" in 
the situation As remedies, he recommended 
birth control, sterilization and strlct en 
forcement of the habitual criminal laws 

-Loulsvllle, Ky Courzer Journal, Mar 30 
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Mothers Still Die Needlessly 

This month, as the nation pays trlbute to motherhood with 
flowers and gifts and ceremonies, let us not lose sight of the 
fact that in the United States, each year 

12,500 women die from causes directly connected wth  preg- 
nancy and childbirth, m many instances because they 
were not physically able to undertake motherhood 

1,500 others who are pregnant or recently delivered die 
from conditions such as tuberculosis, chronic nephri- 
tis or heart disease In medical opinion, women hav- 
mg such conditions should not become pregnant 

8,000 women die as a result of abortion The majority of 
them are mothers of several children and in poor eco- 
nomic circumstances The spread of reliable birth con- 
trol knowledge will reduce this unnecessary waste of 
life 

35,000 children are left motherless, many of them to become 
dependent on the community and many to become 
potential delinquents 

No nation holds motherhood in truly high esteem until every 
mother may plan her family so that each child is wanted, born 
in health and reared in decency That planned parenthood 
mcry be posslble for all groups, medical birth control infor- 
mation must be extended as a part of public health and wel- 
fare service 


