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Population and Peace 
By STEPHEN DUGGAN, LL D 

Drrecwr, Imtztute of Internatzonal Educatzon 

T HREE groups of people who make up society are 
well known to you all F m t  there are those who 

l lmt the sm of thex famllles m order to malntaln a 
decent standard of llvmg and who space thetr chlldren 
to enable the mother of the family to maintain her 
health Another class, through Ignorance, go on re 
producmg without any consideration of the means of 
support they can give then chldren The thlrd group 
conslsts of those who for rehgious or other reasons 
try to have a large number of chlldren 

Nations may be d~vided Into the same three classes 
In some hlghly c~vilued and cultured nahons, there 
IS pract~cally no ~lllteracy, the populatlon has a high 
degree of intelligence and a hlgh standard of llvlng 
1s mamtalned Such nahons are Holland, the Scan 
dlnavlan countnea and Great Br~tam, whch have edu 
cated their people m the pnnc~ples of the llmltat~on 
of populatlon The people of other hlghly clvlllzed and 
cultured countnes, for example, France, practlce the 
pnnclples of Ilmtatlon, though them governments do 
not o5c1ally adopt the pollcy of lmutahon 

The second class of natlons, such as Indla and Chma, 
are characterized by an appallmg problem of over 
populatlon The degree of poverty In Indxa ls almost 
~mposslble of bellef Mllllons of people there pass 
from the cradle to the grave wlthouiever havlng had 
them hunger appeased The pressure of the populatlon 
upon the food supply 1s a constant menace The death 
rate is more than twlce as hlgh as m Europe One out 
of every five chldren born d m  before ~t IS one year 
old Indla durmg the past decade has had an lncrease 
of populat~on of over 35,000,000 As a nahon she 1s 
hke the improvldent mdlvldual m our own mldst She 
increases her populatlon without regard to ~ t s  deplor 
ably low standard of lmng 

national prestlge Them governments grant marriage 
loans, reduce taxatlon on large famllles and place high 
taxes on bachelors Every one of these natlons, however, 
has today a constantly falling standard of hvlng, whlch 
1s caus~ng the greatest anxiety m political c~rcles 

It seems entlrely fair to make a compar~son between 
the first and last groups Both groups are European, 
and have shared m the tradlhons handed down by the 
Greco Roman civllizat~ons Of the countrles in the first 
group, practicing Ilmltatlon, all have democratic forms 
of government Their theory 1s that the State exists for 
the benefit of the indmdual cltlzen-to glve hlm the 
opportunity to develop h ~ s  personality and thereby con 
tribute to the advancement of hm country's civlllzatlon 
and culture 

On the other hand, prachcdy all the countrles 
st~mulatmg populat~on growth have d~ctatorshlps 
Them theory 1s that the State 1s supreme, the lndlvldual 
counts for nothlng He must be ready at any tune to 
leave hls famdy, to give up hls llfe ~tself, at the com 
mand of the dlctator Not only has he nothmg to say 
w~th  regard to the dlsposal of hle own hfe, but he 1s 
kept from knowng the true condlt~ons In the democ 
r a w s  that do hmlt them populanon Every organ of 
publlc opmon-the newspaper, the radio, the mass 
meetmg, even the pulplt-1s closed to cntmsm of the 
government polnt of pew For the advocates of llml 
tation as one wayof approaching the good hfe, the 
prlson door stands always open 

Another characterlstlc of the d~ctatorshlps opposlng 
llmltatlon of populatlon 1s the rellance on force as 
opposed to reason Death ln war for the State 1s the 
sole prlnclple of hmltat~on these dictators practlce 
Young men w~th the most hopeful prospects for con 

trlbutmg to the welfare and - 
Then there a the th~rd  group Why do dzztators foster large farnrlws at culture of thelr countnes must 

of natlons, such as Italy, Japan home, yet justrfy wars of conquest by thezr become a mass of rottmg flesh 
and Germany, that dellberate e z p a h g  p o p u l ~ n s ?  Thu paradox H m a trench because thelr gov 
ly stimulatethegrowth of pop explawled by Dr Duggan, dzstwt~uhed ernment, at the expense of 
ulatlon ~n the mterest of mter outhor~y on urternatzonal aflazrs other natlons, demands room 
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for the emigration of ~ t s  surplus population 
One of the soundest tests of the degree of civlllza 

tlon m a country is the place aswgned to women In 
the Interest of a large populatlon, every dlctatorshlp 
except the Russ~an has reduced woman to an lnferlor 
status She 1s frankly regarded as a breedlng animal 
to produce men to carry out the purposes of the State, 
especially ~ t s  war purposes Elther she has been ex 
cluded from the unlverslty, or her numbers there have 
been drastically reduced Wherever ~t has been pos 
slble for her job to be p e n  to a man, she has been 
drlven from employment Nothlng sadder has hap 
pened In the recent lustory of Fascism than the man 
ner m whlch women have been thrust back to the 
lower positlon In hfe from whlch they emerged only 
recently as the result of decades of struggle 

In contrast, women have an honored place m the 
democracies whlch belleve in lm~tatlon They are re 
garded as mndwlduals who have the rlght to develop 
them personalltles to the hlghest degree. 

The clalm of the dlctatorsh~ps that they need colonles 
as outlets for surplus populahon has practically no 
~ ~ S t l f i ~ a t l ~ n  In fact Japan secured Formosa In 1895, 
Korea m 1905 and South Manchuria at the same 
tune Yet durlng that perlod of forty years, not so many 
Japanese have emlgrated as equal the annual Increase 
of populahon m Japan proper When the dlstrlbu 
hon of terrltory m Afrlca took place m 1885, Germany 
recelved large colonles m East and Southwest Africa 
Yet when the World War broke out, the total number 
of Germans who had em~grated to those colonies was 
only 22,000 

Srmilarly, milllons of Itahans have emlgrated to the 
Unlted States and to Argentma and Brad ,  but few to 
the Itallan colonlea Moreover, the Itallan experlence 
proves that emlgratlon 1s no solutlon of the problem of 
surplus populatlon The mllhons who emlgrated from 
Italy snnply left a vold which was qulckly filled by 
new blrths The Unlted States, Argentma and B r a d  
offer Itahans opportunltm for Improved llvlng con 
dlhons The Itallan colonies do not, nor does the 
terrltory for which Italy IS fightmg at the present tlme 

No excuse that d~ctators glve for thew demand for 
colonm IS so thoroughly a matter of camouflage as 
them professed deslre to secure a better lmng for 
them people If that were them true alm, we should 
not have the present propaganda for large famllles m 
Japan, Italy and Germany No, the demand of dictators 
and mllltarlsts for colonles 1s anlmated solely by m 
penallsm-by the deslre to have greater weqht m the 
counclls of the nations It 1s not to h e .  but to rule, that 

A Study of 31,000 Women 

M ORE than fifty per cent of marcled white women 
practlce blrth control In some manner, accord 

mg to a survey made of 31,000 rapresentatwe women 
In twenty SIX large cities of the Unlted States by Dr 
Raymond B Pearl, professor of biology at Johns Hop 
klns University Dr Pearl's findmgs, the result of a 
five year lnvestlgatlon of human fertlllty, were re 
waled on March 26 at the annual conference of the 
Mllbank Memorial Fund held at the New York Acad 
emy of Medmne His paper was read before a con 
ference on populatlon studles 

Dr Pearl's conclusions bear out the experlence of 
blrth control centers throughout the country, whlch 
find that the majorlty of patients comlng to them for 
the first tlme have been practicmg contracephon b~ 
more or less e h t ~ v e  means In such cases the centers 
teach a principle that has already found acceptance 
wlth the patlent However, they substitute sclentlfic, 
harmless methods for hlt or mlss methods that are £re- 
quently dangerous to health 

Negro women m cltles are not naturally more fertlle 
than whlte women, Dr Pearl also concluded J& 
stated h ~ s  bellef that the annual statistics revealmg the 
actual dlffemce In blrths merely reflect wlder and 
more effective blrth control by the whlte women 

Accordmg to their own statements, 42 7 per cent 
of the whlte women analyzed and 154 of the Negro 
women had practlsed blrth control m some manner 
before the tlme of record The study, however, In 
dxates wlder resort to contraceptive measures than 
these admssions reveal Dr h r l  thlnks ~t probable 
that 55 to 60 per cent of the marned whlte women m 
the general populatlon represented practlsed blrth 
control 

An analysls of the average pregnancy rates of whte 
women practmng blrth control regularly and steadlly 
throughout then married Ilves, w~thout mtermsslon 
of any sort (because they desired no ch~ldren at all), 
led generally to a redumon of pregnancy r a w  blow 
those not prachsmg contraceptlon in the same age 
perlods, of only about 20 to 30 per cent on the aver 
age, ~t was found Dr Pearl interprets thls low rate as 
an expression of the comparatlve lack of lntell~gence 
and the meffectlveness of these women relatlve to thew 
practise of contraceptlon Among the Negro women 
m the same category the rednctlon of pregnancy rates 
was "mslgnlficantly sl~ght," he sald 

Commenting on these studles, Dr Clarence Cook 
Lttle, President of the Amer~can Birth Control League, 
has stated the followmn opmlon, T h e  widespread need - - 

they want room for surplus populahon for birth control cllnlcs m the Unlted States 1s made 
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more apparent by the results of the slgnlficant studles 
on b~r th  control reported by Dr Raymond B Pearl 
Dr Pearl's figures are m marked contrast to the high 
percentage of success revealed when the sclentlfic 
method advocated by the Amerlcan Blrth Control 
League is practised " 

"Research extendmg over a perlod of fifteen years 
has  roved the method to be harmless and from 90 
to 97 per cent effectwe Records of the first 1,000 cases 
at the contraceptive centers malntamed by the New 

York Clty Cornnuttee of the League show 91 per cent 
success m the use of the method, although many of the 
women advlsed were of hmlted mtelllgence and under 
stood Engllsh wlth difficulty 

"Dr Pearl's survey was made m urban dlstncts 
Undoubtedly the percentage of women in rural dls 
trlcts who practise blrth control in any form would be 
lower The servlce of few of the 250 blrth control cen 
ters in the United States is accessble to the farm mother 
who IS worn out by mcessant chdd bearing " 

Family Case Studies in the Ozarks 
By MORRIS G CALDWELG, Pa D 

Department of Sonology, Uruverszty oof Kentucky 

E most Important Amencan Industry, the business 
of human reproductlon, emerged from the throes T= 

of depression and produced a bumper baby crop In 
1934, consistmg of 2,158,919 new human models The 
rate of reproductlon ~ncreased from 16 6 blrths per 
1,000 of the esttmated populahon of the Unlted States 
m 1933 to 17 1 m 1934 thus yleldlng an absolute 
Increase of approximately 94000 babies 

The sudden mcrease m the baby crop ralses many 
pertment questions of soclal polmy, large range soclal 
plannlng and populatlon control The upward trend 
of the b~r th  rate appears to be unwarranted In view of 
continued widespread unemployment and the chaotlc 
condltlon of many of the major lndustnes at the pres 
ent time 

Two alternatwe pol~cles appear to be open to the 
Amerlcan people 1 a pollcy of uncontrolled breed 
mg, resultmg In a lower standard of Ilvmg, poverty 
and dependency 2 a pollcy of ratlonal control of both 
the quality and quantity of the populahon m conform 
~ t y  wlth economc and soclal needs The first alternatwe 
1s unthmkable m the hght of past American experience 
wlth a hlgh standard of llvlng Thus, the second al 
ternatwe remains as the only feaslble plan of dealmg 
wlth populat~on problems m a constructive way If - - 
populatlon control IS appropriate for the general popu 
lation, ~t 1s even more necessary for pubhc dependents 

Case studles selected by the author reveal the urgent 
need for blrth control knowledge among pubhc rehef 
famlhes In the Ozark repon of south central Missoun 
The followmg three studies, taken hom the files of the 
Dallas County Emergency Rehef Office, Buffalo, MIS 
s o u ,  in September, 1935, are iypmal of the many 
thousands of dependent famlles m rural d~stricts who 
are unable to get blrth control mformatlon or to pur 
chase the necessary blrth control equipment 

Family A IS a squatter family, consisting of father 
and mother, ages 49 and 4Q respectively, and nlne 
chlldmn, all llvlng at home The chlldren range m age 
from two to twenty two years In the one room floorless 
cabm the famdy ocuples, the only furnlshlngs are two 
beds, a kltchen table and an old wood stove The chd 
dren are scantily clad There 1s not even one palr of 
shoes among the entire f a d y  

Mr A has never been employed at a permanent job 
The famlly are barely able to subslst on the products 
grown on a few scattered garden patches which they 
cultwate Mr A told a soclal worker, "We live up to 
the Blble We let every day take care of ~tself ' 

The need for blrth control IS further illustrated by 
another squatter type of famlly, the B's Mrs B, age 
37, has ten chddren rangmg In ages from a scn of 
fifteen to a baby of a few months Smce her marrlage 
In 1919, she has glven blrth to a chdd on the average 
of every 1 6 years Mr B, a veteran of the World War, 
was admltted to a nearby Veterans Conservation Camp 
last summer and later was transferred to a government 
hospltal on account of illness Thls left the complete 
care and support of the chddren to Mrs B Wlthout 
a breadwmner In the home, the famdy is f a c q  starva 
tlon They are scarcely able to eke out a bare subslst 
ence from a pnmltive type of truck patch gardenmg 
carrled on by the mother with the ald of the oldest son 

However, ~f Mr B decldes to return home after the 
recovery of h ~ s  health, the famlly situatlon will be 
even more complicated thun ~t 1s at present HIS return 
will mean one more person to feed Also, hls presence 
m the home wdl undoubtedly mean the penodlc return 
of the stork Thls would be a tragedy for the health of 
the mother and the welfare of the other children 

A slmdar situatlon 1s presented by the C's, tenant 
farm famly Mrs C, who 1s 35, has glven birth to nlne 
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chlldren during the 17 years of her marrled hfe The 
children are from one to 16 years of age 

Mr C deserted the family last July because the eco 
nomlc burden of supportmg then all was too great 
for him to bear He was m debt to many of the grocery 
stores in the nearby town The soil on the farm he 
rented 1s stony and non productwe and he could not 
afford to buy the necessary farmlng equipment Mr C is 
now in California under the pretext of looking for 
employment. 

Mrs C has assumed complete respons~bi l l t~  for the 
family support She was able to provlde the children 
wlth garden vegetables durlng the summer and early 
fall Now, however, the family 1s almost destitute and 
~ t s  dlet consists of canned tomatoes, beans and a few 
potatoes 

Mrs C belleves that her husband may return home 
some day after his financial d~fficulties blow over But 
she prefers to shoulder the load alone rather than 
undergo another unwanted pregnancy 

These case studles are typlcal of hundreds of other 
dependent Ozark families, who are not only desperate 
ly in need of food and shelter, but of birth control 

The Toll of Abortion 

S TARTLING statlstlcal evldence on abortlon is pre- 
sented by Dr Frederick J Tausslg in hls new book, 

"Abortion-Spontaneous and Induced," published by 
the C V Mosby Company, St LOUIS Thls authoritative 
study, available to physlcians only, 1s sponsored by the 
Natronal Committee on Maternal Health 

Dr Taussig makes the follolnng summary 
1 For the United States the figures obtained showed 

that 681,600 abortions times a death rate of 1 2  per 
cent equalled about 8,000 abortion deaths annually 

2 In the past forty p r s  there has been a marked 
increase m the number of abortions, due to a wlde 
spread resort to mduced interruption The years m 
med~ately following the war and the recent perlod of 
depression have shown the most pronounced lncrease 
in the number of abortions 

3 Wlth the decrease in blrth rates durlng th~s per1 
od, the ratio of abortions to confinements has changed 
from 1 to 7 forty years ago, to 1 to 3 at the present 
time In some industrial centers the number of abor 
tlons approx~mately equals the number of full term 
deliveries 

4 Of the total abortions only 25 to 30 per cent are 
spontaneous, 10 to 15 per cent are therapeutic and 
about 60 to 65 per cent are illegally mduced 
S Over one half of the lllegal mductions of abor 

tlon are done by physlcians, one fifth by mldwlves and 

the remainder by the patlents themselves 
6 The vast majority of all abortlons equallmg 90 per 

cent occur among marrled pregnant women, especially 
those between 25 and 35 years of age who have had 
several children The recent lncrease in abortions has 
been prlmarlly m thls group Among unmarried preg 
nant women the greater proportion of abortions occur 
in the younger age groups 

7 Abortions, both spontaneous and mduced, occur 
most frequently In the second and third months of gesta 
tion 

8 The rehgious a5liation of the patlent has rela 
tively little mfluence on the incidence of abortlon 

9 The rate of abortlon deaths 1s half again as hlgh 
among the Negro as among the white women of this 
country, but the total maternal death rate among 
Negroes 1s twlce that of the whltes 

10 The number of abortlons and the number of 
ahortlon deaths 1s proport~onately twice as great m 
the clties as m country dlstncts 

11 Abortion constitutes the greatest single factor in 
our high puerperal mortality, one fourth of the total 
amount Of thedeaths from puerperal septxemia alone. 
abortion 13 responsible for practically one-half 

"So powerful and universal is the mstmct for moth 
erhood," Dr Taussig states, "that, when a woman 1s 
compelled to do away wlth the chlld wlthm her body, 
w e  may feel sure the fault lies p rmanly  with the spe 
cia1 condltlons under whlch she is lwmg eco- 
nomlc dlstress a at the root of the largest number of 
induced abofions " 

Only a small portion of the medlcal conditions 1x1 

dlcatmg therapeubc abortion arise during pregnancy, 
he pomts out "Pregnancy should, as  a rule, never 
have been allowed to occur " 

"Of all the measures suggested for the control of 
abortlon none equals In importance the widespread 
establishment of cllnlcs for contraceptive advlce and 
provlslon for the free dlstributlon of contraceptive ma 
terlals among the poor," Dr Tausslg asserts "It 1s 
self evldent that by the prevention of the undesired 
or undeslrable pregnancy we can reduce the number of 
cases requiring abortlon to a relatively small number " 

In 1 9 1 k l x  years before any attempt to open a 
birth control clinlc In Amer~ca-Dr Taussig wrote the 
first special monograph on abortion, stressmg the pos 
sibllitles and value of control of conception m llmitlng 
undeslrable pregnancies He reported to the White 
House Conference on Chdd Welfare a study of abor 
tlon In relatlon to fetal and maternal mortality For 
the past four years he has been one of the medlcal 
advlsors of the Amerlcan Birdi Control League 



Detour in the Mountains 
By DORIS DAYIDSON, R N 

Fwld Representatwe, Amerzcan Birth Cont ol Lraru- 

s WE all know, a detour sign to the habstual motor A 1st presages mlld annoyance and the necessity 
for temporary patience Such were my thoughts when 
recently my car was halted by a road worker holdlng 
aloft a red flag on one of the mountaln roads of West 
Vlrglnla The man polnted up the maln road and In 
formed me that a boulder had fallen from the top of 
the mountam 

"But you can't see that, Ma'am," he sald "Not from 
here It's fell just around that curve thar" 

Proceedmg gmgerly down a lane to the rlght, I dls 
covered that h s  detour led to exactlv nothine but a " 
narrow foot path endlng at the bank of a slzeable nver 
I walked back to make sure I had taken the rlght 
dlrect~on 

"You'll have to ford the nver, Ma'am Thar am't 
no other way If you follow along down stream td l  you 
reach opposlte that blg rock on the shore yonder, 
you'll find a place to get through I guess you can make 
it A truck went through awhile back " 

It is well past sunset and the purple shadows were 
foldmg then none too graclous robes around the cold 
and barren hllls A meeting of the Medlcal Adnmry 
Board was to be held three hours later m a town some 
ten mlles dlstant To turn back and mlss the meetmg 
would ~nvolve, to begm wlth, a t n p  of fifty miles over 
roads wracked from recent storms. throueh whlch we - 
had only just plowed our way Besldes, ~t was an Im 
portant meehng, for upon ~ t s  outcome would hang to 
a considerable degree the fate of a new experment m 
birth control, m whch w were endeavormg to secure 
the cooperatton of the local rnedlcal profession 
Through t h s  expenment we could reach poor mothers 
In lsolated dlstr~cts, glvlng to them for the first tlme m 
all them wretched lives protection agalnst Incessant 
chlld bearlng 

We deaded to proceed Down over the bank, for 
tunately enough of solid earth, we drove My dog, 
taut wlth apprehension, braced himself for what 
nught be The river was falrly shallow, but had a 
swlft current m m d  stream We crawled along, feel 
Ing the car smk deeper and deeper Into the mlre Sud 
denly we began to swlrl There was nothmg to do  but 
let the river have ~ t s  way w l h  us By a mlraale we 
escaped an upset when a front wheel struck a sharp 
rmk, hurlmg us Into a rlght about face, and stalLng 

the motor But the motor had the natlve re l l ab l l~ t~  to 
start again In the mldst of that ludicrous bapt~sm 
Fmally the wheels began to grlp, and we went on- 
now shpplng back, now gainlng a few more feet 

Ages passed Then we were climhng toward the 
opposlte shore Ahead of us loomed a mean lookmg 
hlll where the slngle track of that truck had furrowed 
~ t s  way Would our chams take us through that mlre7 
We labored up httle by little-untll a cow blocked 
our path and stopped us Then ahead of us we saw our 
f o ~ r u n n e r ,  the truck The dnver, m what must have 
been astonishment, started tmdgmg back through the 
mud to our statlon on the hlll 

' 6  Some nver, am't lt7" he questioned, somewhat 
breathlessly "Jeez, that's the worst I ever tackled and 
I ben through aplenty m my day How'd you ever make 
~t m that l d e  car? And say, will you look a t  that mud 
ahead-that gully's a quarter of a mlle long, o r  I mlss 
my guess. Say, want me to tow you through? You'd 
never make ~t m a hundred year alone Nlce dog you 
got there, ma'am Bud dog, am't he7 I had a blrd 
dog once My wlfe, she thought more of that thar dog 
than she d ~ d  of the klds 

"How many lads have we got? Nine, and four 
dead When we get through thts mud we got to go 
through the rlver agatn Now you jest slt rlght thar, 
ma'am, and 1'11 get my rope and hltch ~t onto your 
fender " 

He got us through Buy why drag the story? Enough 
to say that thls good man, s u e  of thlrteen chddren- 
four dead-wlfe 111 wlth tuberculosis, had been out of 
work for over two years A very usual story In these 
mountams 

A detour through the rlver Annoyance? P a ~ e n c e ?  
Oh, yes But also, a stronger fa& m the work to be 
done We arrlved at the meetlng fifteen mmutes late 

0 

Dons Davldson, author of the above artlcle, IS one 
of three field nurses, sent out by the Amerlcan B ~ r t l ~  
Control League, who travel by motor to help local 
committees organlze blrth control servlce The League 
could keep a dozen such nurses busy In the field, ~f 
funds pernutted 

As thls lssue goes to press comes another dramatlc 
Instance of the dangers and d15cultles these nurses 
cheerfully meet, all as part of the day's work Caught 
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In the flood area at Wheelmg, West Vlrginla, MISS Dav 
idson volunteered her services to the Amerlcan Red 
Cross The mother of one of the stranded famllies she 
alded was awaltlng her ninth childbirth The baby was 
born dead 

"I wondered," MISS Davldson wr~tes, "If there was 
perhaps not an analogy between such scenes of devasta 
tlon as I had witnessed and the lack of birth control 
I had seen on a wholesale scale the havoc wrought be 
cause of one lack of control-that of flood waters Ap 
phed to many famdy situations, 1s not the absence of 
birth control also a factor of despalr and disaster? 
Had that woman been protected agalnst the conception 

of her nmth child 
"Immediate assistance m hmes of emergency 1s of 

course essential But why cannot we wake up to the 
fact that the need for buth control n a baslc thmgp" 

N IMPORTANT event whlch promlses to focus atten A tlon upon a coordmated national population pol 
icy wdl take place In New York City on May 7th The 
Amerlcan Eugenlcs Soclety, composed of the country's 
most dlstmguished scientists, has called an allday con 
ference to crystallize a planned eugenlcs program for 
the United States Authorities m varlous fields wlll 
present to the publlc for the first time a true perspective 
on one of America's most acute problems--the dif 
ferentlal birth rate and the dechne of our best stock 

Dr Clarence Cook Little, President of the American 
Blrth Control League, and Dr Henry Pratt Falrchlld, 
Pres~dent of the Amerlcan Soclologlcal Soclety and a 
wember of the League's board of directors, will preside 
at mornlng and afternoon sesslons Among the speak 
ers wlll be Dr Eduard C Lindeman, Professor of So 
clal Phdosophy, New York School of Social Work, 
Bishop Francls J McConnell, of the Methodist Episco 
pal Church, Arthur E Morgan, President of Antioch 
College and Dlrector of the T V A , Professor Joseph 
K Folsom of the Department of Sociology, Vassar Col 
lege, Dr Sidney E Goldstein, chalrman of the Com 
rnlsslon on Soclal Justice, Central Conference of Amer 
]can Rabbls, and Will Durant, author of The iStory 01 

4t 2 prel~mmary neetlrg In preparation for the Con 
ference, one significant note seemed to predomnate 
whlch should Interest all those who support the vast 
array of phdanthroplc organizations The problem 
stressed was "Eugenm vs Dysgenlc Ph11anthrcpy"-a 
conslderatlon which all soclal mnded people will have 
increasingly before them during the next five years 
The provocative questlon anses how much of our so 

cia1 work has been dysgen~c? To what extent do we 
create the mlsery we try to reheve? If human life 1s 
sacred, as we believe it IS, and should be preserved at 
all cost, by the same token the reproduct~on of human 
llfe should be guarded wlth equal care 

The eugenlcs movement until now has been more or 
less confined to academlc d~scusslon It promlses now 
to assume leadership and to coordmate in a constructive 
manner all sclentlfic means toward famdy betterment 
and Improvement of the quallty of human belngs 

Rome Stoops to Conquer By E BOYD BARRETT I u l m  
Messner, Im, New York, 267 pages $2 75 post 
pald from the REVIEW 

How many cltmns m Amer~ca are aware of the 
mlghty force of "Catholic Actlon," that m~lltant cam 
palgn to win the United States and brmg ~t under 
domlnatlon of the Roman Church? Of course the Idea 
is preposterous, but m &IS book, wntten by a former 
Jesult priest, we are made consc~ous of the dangerous 
penetration of doctrines whlch are contrary to every 
Ideal of rellglous hberty, free speech and soclal we1 
fare. 

The author decrlbes brlefly the hlstory of the Ro 
man Church m Amerlca from its lnsignlficant nucleus 
of 25,000 adherents m 1789 to its present army of 
twenty mllhons, w~th wealth estimated at over two 
bllhon dollars--the most perfectly organized body in 
the world, as strong as any one group In t h s  country 

Subsequent chapters are devoted to descrlbmg and 
tracmg the Influence of Cathohc Achon through all our 
instltutlons, pol~tical and educational, culmmatlng m 
the mediaeval mjustlce of the persecution of Father 
Norman, whose only crime was that he belonged to 
the "Orthodox" rather than to the "Roman" Cathohc 
Church 

A particular significance of all t h ~ s  IS the fact that 
Catholic Action has consistently set itself agamst true 
soclal progress, ~f we beheve that such progress de 
mands the removal of causes rather than the treatment 
of symptoms The nlckname of St Patnck's Cathedral 
In New York 1s "The Power House" and, accordmg to 
Mr Barrett "The Power H o w "  w s  ~ t a  tremendous 
influence on the eide of vested Interests, polltlcal con 
trol and exploltatlon of labor The Catholic Daughters 
of Amerlca oppose the Chlld Labor Amendment as 
emphatically as they oppose birth control 

The chapter on the fight agalnst birth control polnts 
up the farclcal inconsistency of Catholic arguments, 
and also emphasizes the fact that "the stationary condi 
tlon of the number of Catholics In thls country in recent 
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years IS taken as a clear ~nd~catlon that Cathohcs In 
vast numbers are practismg b~rth control " (Probably 
not by the rhythm method') The oppressive and un 
reasonable att~tude of the Church's cellbate leaders 
can hurt only themselves, the author contends He goes 
on to clte the dangers In the enormous Industry devoted 
to the lrresponslble manufacture of contraceptlves, and 
to polnt a damnlng finger at certam prlestly practms 

The book contains much that IS documented and 
falr, but ~t cannot be sald to be wlthout emotional b~as  
There are groups withm the Church, ltke the growlng 
movement in favor of the Chdd Labor Amendment led 
by a promment Cathollc attorney, whlch make a real 
effort to counteract the reactlonary Influences of the 
cons~stently Pope rmnded "Rome Stoops to Con 
quer" IS an lnterestlng commentary on a struggle for 
power m the name of rehg~on 

MARION CODE 

A MAP of the state folded lnto Michigan's annual 
report clearly shows the loostlon of the clln~cs, 

blrth control semces and actwe committees of the 
Maternal Health League The report, prmted m brown 
mk on cream paper, uses the famll~ar "step up" plan- 
pages of unequal length, whlch permlt the subject of 
each page to be seen before the leaflet 1s opened 
Massachusett's booklet "Your Community and Blrth 
Control" 1s purse slze, but packs much sound mfor 
matlon between ~ t s  attractme green covers "Are you 
sure you know what birth control really means?" 1s the 
arrestmg questlon on the front cover Deta~ls may be 
changed by Massachusetts' prmter at nommal cost, to 
make the booklet sultable for other states Several New 
England leagues have taken advantage of thls offer 
Other leegues please note 

"Shall They Know?" 1s the btle of the Amencan 
Birth Control League's new booklet appeahng for 
funds A cllnic map of the Unlted States and facsimiles 
of letters wr~tten by mothers to the League lend vanety 
to the text, as does the use of color In the headlngs 
Sample on request The Lttle Rock, Arkansas, 
cllnlc announces its purposes on a pale p~nk handbill, 
certam to stand out among other papers Photo 
graphs of two farmlles helped by the Pennsylvania 
Federation appear under the flap of a recent educa 
tlonal folder No names are gwen, of course, but the 
plctures speak for themselves 

A number of Important new books on b1rt.h control 
and related subjects are ava~lable For descr~pt~ons of 
them, see the revised book hst just pubhshed by the 
Amerlcan Blrth Control League The 11st may be se 
cured In quantity for one dollar per hundred 
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In the News 
Washington, March 22-The Works Progress Admin 

lstration has concluded after an exhaustwe survey that 
bigger families, less employment and small income 
were chiefly responsible for economc disaster overtak 
Ing rural families who went on relief early In the de 
premon 

The results of the survey were released today by 
Harry L Hopkms, Works Progress Administrator 

''Rehef households average one more person than 
non rellef households," the W P A said, "had more 
children under 15 and fewer persons of the most pro 
ductive ages, 25 to 45 Both famlly heads and chll 
dren In the relief groups had less education than those 
not on rellef " --The New York Tzmes 

Chicago, March 14-Execution of hopelessly feeble 
mnded chlldren was opposed today by sociolog~sts m 
many parts of the nation The majorlty of the 13 experts 
who commented on the suggestion of Dr S B Laugh 
Iin, of Wilhamette University, that mentally defectlve 
youngsters who conshtute hopeless cases be chloro 
formed, expressed unqualified opposition Flve sug 
gested birth control as a method of coplng wlth the 
problem 
Dr Earl E Eubank of the University of Cincinnati 

commented "The much more Important quetlon is 
to prevent such buths by rational blrth control " 

"Death would probably be a good thmg on the 
whole," sald Dr Wllllam F Ogburn of the Unlvmity 
of Chlcago "I guess it wlll be done some time In the 
next 100 years The blg thmg 1s to keep them from re 
producing " -Associated Press dlspatch 
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We stopped off in Florida last week and ran into 
the relief problem in its most virulent form It seems 
that Florlda has an elghty seven year old Negro named 
Douglas who 1s expecting his thlrty elghth chlld short 
ly The thlrty seven others are all living Mr Douglas, 
the hale, 1s on relief One thlng the government is dis 
covering about the dole is that it IS both fecund and 
contagious, ~t multiplies like rabbits and spreads hke 
pink eye All the people who are not on the dole have 
to practlce blrth control m order to pay taxes, and all 
the people who are on the dole have to produce large 
famllles In order to get more relief" 

-The New Yorker 

April 10-An interval of at least two years between 
the births of babies is essenhal to protect the health of 
a mother and her children, Dr Sophla J Kleegman, 
assistant clinical probssor of gynecdogy and obstetrics 
at New York University College of Medicine told a 
meetmg held under the auspices of the Amencan Birth 
Control League yesterday at the home of Mrs Frederick 
B Adams 

"I have yet to meet an opponent of blrth control who 
is marrled and fertlle and poor," she stated "I should 
like to have hose who doubt the value of birth control 
educat~on spend one day w& me at the munmpal hos 
pltal, m the gynecological c h i c ,  at the operating 
table and in the ward rounds I should like to show 
them h e  physical and mental suffering, the prevent 
able operations and the preventable deaths of mothers 
whlch are dlrectly attributable to ignorance of methods 
of ~clentlfic blrth control " 

-The New York World Telegram 
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