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FOR THE NEW YEAR 
H A V E  been asked by the E d ~ t o r  what, In my I opmlon, are the most v ~ t a l  and most urgent tasks 

before the blrth control movement, and offer the fol 
l ow~ng  l~s tmg  as an Ideal program for 1934 

1 Funds for research to find more generally ac 
ceptable methods and part~cularlv those slmple enough 
for women beyond the reach of clln~cs and Instructors, 
as In the backwoods of Amer~ca,  or In Chma and I n d ~ a  
Con t~nua t~on  of such stud~es as that of Cecd I B 
Vorre - 

2 Tests of expermental measures glvmg protection 

for months at  a tune 
3 More  clln~cs uslng present methods, preferablv 

In establshed hospital out patlent departmentc, where 
t h ~ s  IS not poss~ble, as speclal extra mural organtza 

4 More  phys~c~ans tramed In present methods 

very few medical schools now omlttmg ~t 
6 Development of blrth control c l ~ n ~ c s  Into general 

marrlage adv~ce centers, wlth pre-manta1 exammatlon, 
early d~agnos~s  of ~ s ~ c h ~ c  and phyalcal maladjustment, 
and early d~agnos~s  of sterll~ty 

7 Changes In Federal and state laws, In order that 
all phys~c~ans may obtarn books and mater~als  by mall 
or common carrler wlthout bemg law-breakers, as IS 

now the case under the Federal law and that of some 
states 

8 I n q u ~ r y  and actlon by state med~cal socletles, fol- 
lowmg the s t r~kmg example of the M ~ c h ~ g a n  State 
Med~ca l  Soclety 

9 Extens~on to all reglons of the pr~v~leges  and 
safeguards of ster~lwatlon (wthou t  unsex~ng) now In 
use In twenty seven states, (thls extension to apply to 
neople outs~de of ~ n s t ~ t u t ~ o n s )  to prevent propagation 

by the feeblem~nded and Insane 
10 More  use of vasectomy as the one completely 

sat~sfactory and slmple method of preventing concep 
tlon In cases where the man should not have ch~ldren,  
or the couple has had all they w ~ l l  ever be able to 
rear 

One of the best smgle moves to Insure these results 
would be an effectwe coord~nat~on of all agencles In 
terested and actlve In the blrth control movement 
Through such coordmat~on concentration on mam ob 
jectlves and neglected areas would be ach~eved 

ROBERT L DICKINSON M D 
Honorary Secretmy to the Natzonal 

B I R T H  Control IS the determmat~on of rat~onal  
and ~nte l l~gent  people to g u ~ d e  and even control 

human hfe at  ~ t s  source w ~ t h  the same sanlty and 
reason that IS exerc~sed toward l ~ f e  In bemg and even 
at  ~ t s  close I t  IS the first defin~te expression of planned 
heredlty w h ~ c h  must ultimately, (and no one dare pre- 
dlct how sw~f t ly)  brmg vast benefits to that natlon or 
race w h ~ c h  dehberatel~ enters upon the slmple project 
of encouraging the blrth of des~rable human be~ngs and 
d~scourag~ng the b ~ r t h  of the undes~rable 

T h e  obstacles and object~ons that Ile In the path of 
t h ~ s  movement need concern no one very greatly NO 
lnstltutlon or personal prejud~ce IS capable ult~mately 
of w~ thho ld~ng  blewngs or benefits from an ever In 
creaslngly ~ n t e l l ~ ~ e n t  world B ~ r t h  control, removed 
from the unworthv and baseless fears of ~mmora l~ ty  
and equally from the superst~t~ons of an affronted De~ ty ,  
wdl  not long be shackled These hmdrances once re 
moved, ~t mav rap~dly bring Into bemg a day of human 
sat~sfact~on,  health and happmess of w h ~ c h  the race 
has not yet dreamed 

B ~ r t h  Control IS by no means merely a latent b~o-  
log~cal or phys~olog~cal benefact~on I t  may well serve, 
In the Western world, to  l ~ f t  the whole questlon of sex 
to a level of normal beauty and good Here the reltg~ous 
forces of the Western world must stand accountable 
Sex from the day of St  Augustme, poss~bly even St 
Paul, has been treated as a thmg ugly In Itself and wrong 
In ~ t s  Intent As~de  from ~ t s  blolog~cal Import and s ~ g  
nlficance, and from whatever ~t may do In lmprovlng 
the race, b ~ r t h  control may also brmg a blessmg no whlt 
less s ~ ~ n ~ f i c a n t ,  In s a n c t ~ f ~ ~ n g ,  In ennobltng the ex 
perlence of sex 

W e  have too long accepted such expressions as " t h ~ s  
vde body," and "the weakness of the flesh " W ~ t h  all 
other revolut~ons and evolutions In human thought and 
endeavor, b ~ r t h  control may brmg an a t t~ tude  of seren- 
~ t y ,  holmess and joy to the fundamental and unalterable 
fact of sex In human l ~ f e  

WILLIAM T HOOPER D D 
Prestdent Connectrcut Brrth Control League 

Rector St John s Church Hartford 

I F IT IS neLessary, and hence l eg~ t~ma te ,  for the gov 
ernment to control product~on and d ~ s t r ~ b u t ~ o n ,  In- 

come and wages, why IS ~t not equally necessary for  lt 
to control the number of the beneficlanes of all this? 
In  other words, why IS not blrth control as necessary 
to the welfare of the state as any of these others? 

Commzttee on Maternal Health Inc THEODORE DREISER 



AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON BIRTH CON 
TROL AND NATIONAL RECOVERY 

A D I S T I N G U I S H E D  group of leaders from all 
parts of the nation will assemble a t  the three day 

conference on Bzrth Control and Natzonal Recover) 
to be held a t  T h e  Mayflower Hotel, Washmgton, D C , 
on January 15, 16 and 17, 1934, under the ausplces 
of the Na t~ona l  Comm~ttee on Federal Leg~s la t~on 
M r s  Margaret  Sanger is president 

T h e  mam objectwe of t h ~ s  Conference is to d ~ r e c t  
the attentlon of Congress and the Admlnlstrat~on to 
the fact that  the Na t~ona l  Recovery Program can be 
v~ta l ly  a ~ d e d  r f  f amhes  now hvmg on chanty are glven 
a chance t o  obtam the knowledge and benice needed 
for  the l l m ~ t a t ~ o n  of blrths 

Particular attentlon IS called to the Round Table 
session on the establishment and admlnlstrat~on of 
Blrth Control Cllnics under prlvate or  publ~c  med~cal  
ausplces and In publ~c  mtl tut lons All those Interested 
In cllmcs should attend, for there will be full dlscuss~on 
of many of the problems that confront every clln~cal 
worker 

Three  v ~ t a l  phases of the b ~ r t h  control movement w ~ l l  
he discussed 

Monday Afternoon 

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL POPULATIPN PROB 
L ~ M S  Speakerr D r  War ren  S Thompson, D r  
W ~ l l i a m  F Ogburn, D r  J J Spengler and others 

D r,rPIocs, E-IIICAL P \ D  MORAL ASPECTS Spe4kers 
&shop Frdricia J bicconnell ,  Rabbi Stephen Wlae, 
and I, ' ~ t r s  

1 uerdav 
T h e  entlre day w ~ l l  be glven over to nied~cal sesslons 

T h e  afternoon n d l  be glven over to Round Tdble 
d~scuss~on of c l m c  problems 

T h e  evenlng dlnner will be the concludmg sesslon 
D r  I ra  S W d e  will act as toastmaster Among the 
speakers are Professor William McDougall, D r  T 
W ~ n g a t e  Todd,  iMrs Charlotte Perklns Gllman, M r s  
Thomaa N Hepburn and Margaret Sanger 

Altogether the occaslon promlses to be an insplrlng, 
~n fo rma t~ve ,  and h~s tor~ca l ly  s~gn~f icant  event, sponsored 
h~ a d ~ s t ~ n g u ~ s h e d  group of over five hundred leaden 
or publ~c opmon In Amer~ca  

E\n THE ERA OF COAISTOCK 

T HE American Conference on Blrth Control and 
Na t~ona l  Recoverv to he held a t  Washington should 

be of great servlce In facllltatmg the passage of the 
proposed bill to amend the Federal law, prohib~ting the 
sendmg and lmportlng of contraceptne mformation and 
~ u p p l ~ e s  by mad or common carrler T h e  success of 
t h ~ s  bill w ~ l l  be of tremendous value, m o d ~ f y ~ n g  and 
modernizmg Sect~on 211 of the Penal Laws dealmg 
w ~ t h  obscemty and the postal l a n s  T h e  amend 
ment of the old Comstock~an obsce,i~ty law will be 
a slgnificant trlumph for national common sense, and 
wdl advance the development of b ~ i  rh control servlce 
beyond ~ t s  present confines 

I t  1s Important, however, t o  rea l la  that the federal 
l l w  applies only to the ~mport lng and sendmg by mail 
or common carrier contraceptive information and 
supplies and does not p r o h ~ b ~ t  the oral p ~ r m g  of 
contraceptive adv~ce  ? h e  bruted States ahead) 
has 144 Centers for contrdceptlve adv~ce, all of 
w h ~ c h  are outgrowths of the Birth Control Cllnic first 
establ~shed under the ausplces of M r s  Sanger These 
Mothers' Health Centers and Clinics for contraceptwe 
adv~ce  are now legallj glving mformat~on to at  lewt 
50,000 women annuallv T h e  twelve Centers located 
In Nen York Se t t lem~nt  Houses alone g x e  informa 
tlon during 1933 to approuirnatel) 7000 nevr pdtlents 

Great  progreas ha. already been mddc In carrying out 
a rdt~onal p r o g ~ a m  to make rel~ablr  blrth control mfor 
matlon access~ble to those mathers whose health requlres 
~t Laws, hke people, ch-nge, but people are more 
successful in c h a n p g  laws than I m s  a - t  in changine 
neople T h e  hlstorv of the  rrnqrc r ' 1 - 1  hrrth con 
t r J  cl~vics de , i  w ~ t r a t r c  *h?t oxj 7 ' o ~ l ' t i r n  

e%cted 1 1  the ,I - r ~ r _ t - . *  3- -nd 2 - ~f but 
,r '--- I i s  -.- 

. I  c >.age of the Fcucrnl dill bt ~ t m o r l n g  fal\e 
a i d  1 1 ; I d o u s  legal b a n  er  \\ohid ne ,i'r"hcr step 



forward I t  would promote the necessary and ~ntell~gent 
servlce of provldmg adequate contraceptrve adv~ce m 
the ~nterest of famll~al welfare-and famtl~al welfare 
means the welfare of the country 

IRA S WILE M D 

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 

A prospertroe husband wrrtes "My famdy, due to 
economlc necessity, must be planned and budgeted, and 
I shall appreclate very much recelvlng any ~nformat~on 
or l~terature w ~ t h  reference to contraceptwes, the~r  
relatwe merits, use, care and where obta~nable I was 
part~cularly mterested 1x1 your art~cle T h e  Qucstron o f  

Stenlrzatron, wh~ch  appeared In the November Issue 
of the READERS DIGEST C ~ n ~ r a t u l a t ~ o n s  How fine lt 
IS to know of a rel~able and author~tatwe source to 
wh~ch one may go ~n search for thrs all Important ~ n -  
format~on " 

Breathless w t t h  eagerness, a mother asks "I have SIX 

ch~ldren wh~ch I w ~ s h  reared such as w ~ l l  be an honor 
to them country and be a betterment to the   lace where 
they go later ~n hfe and the respons~b~l~ty seems heavy 
dur~ng depress~on tune st111 I want to keep the home 
fires burn~ng so please tell me what to do and where to 
go to find out what to do" 

A North Carolrna mother w n t e s  " I  have three 
ch~ldren I love them I want to do my best for them 
Of course as most young couples we s a ~ d  when we were 
marr~ed we would not have any chddren But bemg 
young and no adv~ce d~dn't  keep ~t off 

"When my second chdd was born my husband s a ~ d  
he was gomg to leave me ~f I even had another, and he 
sure enough d ~ d  H e  left me at my Dad's to go look 
for another job as he thought we couldn't make ~t w ~ t h  
another baby commg and all t h ~ s  deprewon and all 
My baby 1s one year old and now he says we wdl be 
able to go to housekeepmg again soon H e  has never seen 
my baby She 1s a dear I don't see who couldn't love 
bab~es I want to do my part by them I want to do 
what's r ~ g h t  If you can glve me some adv~ce I sure wdl 
appreclate ~t " 

A young brrde wrrtes "We want a famlly but first 
we want a home of our own I n  order to get ~t and 
because of the depressron, ~t wdl be necessary for me 
to work, and I can't work and have bab~es at the 
same tlme Our  own famdy doctors are very old fash 
~oned about g w n g  mformat~on W e  are so anxlous to 
make our marrlage a success Can you help us?" 

WHAT THE STATE LEAGUES ARE DOING 
MASSACHUSETTS 

T h e  B ~ r t h  Control League of Massachusetts and tts 
Mothers Health Comm~ttee have ~ssued a jolnt appeal 
for contr~but~ons "In urgmg the product~on of the 
finest and most vlgorous ch~ldren, and ~n safeguardmg 
the health of mothers," the appeal pomts out, "the 
League str~kes at the heart of the problems of eugenics, 

economics and morals I t  has worked qu~etly smce 1916 
to remove the obstacles of Ignorance and superstltlon, 
and backed a group of consclentlous phys~c~ans ~n then 
effort to secure leg~slat~on to clar~fy the Massachusetts 
statutes T h ~ s  effort faded but analys~s of the exlstlng 
statutes has polnted out lawful methods for carrymg 
on the work under the statutes T h e  League program 
1s threefold 

T h e  pract~cal case work of sendtng patlents to spe- 
ctally equ~pped physlc~ans rn many cltles throughout 
the state and to the Mothers' Health Office 

T h e  educat~onal work by lectures to phyb~c~ans 
and laymen, by contacts w ~ t h  soc~al agencies, etc 

T h e  establlshmg of health centers 1x1 other cltles 
where contraceptwe a ~ d  can be gwen 
"The Mothers Health Comm~ttec has been funct~on- 

mg smce June, 1932 Twenty three soc~al servlce agen 
cles and fifty-nme phys~c~ans have sent patlents to the 
office These women have been suffer~ng from heart 
d~sease, tuberculos~s, d~abetes, venereal d~sease, k ~ d -  
ney trouble, anemla, or recent operations T h e  fees 
have been graded accordmg to the patlent's ab111ty to 
pay, about one t h ~ r d  of them havmg been treated free, 
many w ~ t h  an exceedmgly small charge " 

DELAWARE 

T h e  B ~ r t h  Control League of Delaware has been 
accepted as a member of the W ~ l m ~ n g t o n  C ~ t y  Federa 
tlon of Women's Clubs T h ~ s  ent~tles the League to ~ n -  
sert notlces ~n the Federat~on Bullet~n, and to speak 
on b ~ r t h  control matters at Federat~on meetmgs 

M r s  E 0 Kraemer, who has recently made a field 
trlp through the state, reports that there 1s much ~ n -  
terest from women actwe ln philanthropy, ~t 1s hoped 
that c l ~ n ~ c s  may soon be started ln Dover and M ~ d d l e  
town Attendance at the Wllmmgton cl~ntc 1s mcreas- 
~ n g  and ~ t s  work 1s recelvlng excellent press support 
The  League 1s actwely supporting the legslatwe pro 
gram ~n Washmgton 

NEW YORK 

T h e  annual meetmg of the New York State B ~ r t h  
Control Federat~on w ~ l l  be held on Wednesday, Janu 



ary 17th, at 3 o'clock at the home of Mrs O'Donnell 
Iselm, 104 E 71st Street, New York C ~ t y  T h e  SIX 

county commlttees w ~ l l  report progress and plans wdl 
be formulated for the wmter's work Officers and dlrec 
tors for 1934 w ~ l l  be elected 

Chnstzan Sczence Church Attztude In response to a 
recent mqulry as to the attrtude of the C h r ~ s t ~ a n  Sc~ence 
Church organlzatlon toward blrth control, the Com- 
mlttee on Publ~cat~on repl~ed, "It has not seemed advis 
able for the Directors of the C h r ~ s t ~ a n  Sc~ence Mother 
Church organlzatlon to record thls organlzatlon elther 
for or agalnst b ~ r t h  control, but ~t has seemed that the 
subject 1s of such a nature that Chrrst~an Sc~ent~sts 
should dec~de ~ n d r n ~ d u a l l ~  whether or not ~t should 
have t h e ~ r  support " 

T h e  N e w  Jersey Bzrth Control League embarking 
on a program of expansion, has opened three new M a  
ternal Health Centers dur~ng  the past year P r ~ o r  to 
th~s ,  cllnlcal service was ava~lable only In Newark, at 
the Maternal Health Center, 42 Park Place 

M r s  Kent Colwell, president, Jun~or  State Com- 
mlttee of the League, reports that a branch of the parent 
center was opened a t  705 Park Avenue, Pla~nfield, on 
July 6th w ~ t h  one sesslon a week In charge of D r  Rose 
D Bass D u r ~ n g  ~ t s  first sixteen sesslons t h ~ s  center 
cared for 147 pat~ents T h e  Mornstown Center was 
opened on November 23rd at 430 Park Square Bulld- 
mg w ~ t h  one sesslon a week In charge of D r  Jenn~e 
D Beaver, and the t h ~ r d  center, w ~ t h  D r  Hannah E 
Se~tzw~ck-Robb~ns In charge, began funct~onmg at 77 
Beatt~e Street, Trenton, on December 7th 

These centers are sponsored by local commlttees w ~ t h  
a charter from the state League, and are financed by 
funds ra~sed In the community wh~ch they serve They 
are under the d~rect~on of D r  Hannah M Stone, 
medical d~rector of the State League Local commlt- 
tees, In addmon to ralslng funds through entertaln 
ments and rummage sales, keep the cllnic office open 
two hours dally for appointments 

T h e  Atlanta Bzrth Control League entered a plea for 
a better understandmg of b ~ r t h  control ln connection 

w ~ t h  the recent Atlanta Commun~ty Chest d r ~ v e  M r s  
R G McAl~ley 1s pres~dent and M r s  Smcla~r Jacobs 
1s secretary of the League, wh~ch IS open to anyone In 
terested In furthermg the cause of b ~ r t h  control 

T h e  ATLANTA CONSTITUTION commented ed~tor~al-  
ly on the work of the League as fogows "The enl~ght 
ened vlew of t h ~ s  modern day has w~sely accepted the 
fact that terrtble lnlustlce 1s done to a ch~ld broueht Into 

the world under cond~t~ons wh~ch w ~ l l  not permlt ~ t s  
bemg glven equal opportunlty w ~ t h  other ch~ldren In 
more happy surroundmgs, and that such b~rths  are an 
Inlustre t o  mothers who are already In a pathet~c con 
d ~ t ~ o n  

"B~rth  control 1s pecul~arly one of the problems wh~ch 
must be cons~dered w ~ t h  an open mmd, free of prejud~ce 
or narrowness, and such an organlzatlon as the Atlanta 
B ~ r t h  Control League can serve as a splend~d servlce 
to that end " 

T h e  Conference on Birth Control zn Ana was held 
In London on November 24th and 25th "Populat~on 
Problems In the East" were dacussed by Lord Horder 
of Ashford, Professor A M Carr-Sanders, M r  H a r  
old Cox, M r s  J 0 P Bland, D r  C V Drysdale, 
D r  R K Das (Indta), M r  T Eguch~ (Japan) and 
D r  Mabel Buer "Standards of L w n g  In Asla" was the 
subject of the second sesslon, and the thrrd sesslon was 
devoted to a cons~derat~on of "Pract~cal Problem of 
Contracept~on In the East " Among those who pre 
sented papers were D r  Helena W r ~ g h t ,  D r  M u k e r j ~  
( I n d ~ a ) ,  D r  C I B Voge, D r  P W Lamb ( C h ~ n a ) ,  
and D r  D e  S ~ l v a  (Ceylon) 

A Museum of Contracept~on spec~ally organ~zed by 
D r  C I B Voge was ava~lable for lnspectlon through- 
out the Conference 

T h e  objectwes of T h e  B ~ r t h  Control Internat~onal 
Centre, wh~ch  sponsored the Conference, are to stlmu- 
late Interest In b~r th  control m those countries wh~ch  
a t  present have no organlzatlons, to asslst tn the estab- 
l~shment of b ~ r t h  control cllnrcs wherever they may be 
needed, and to act as a channel through wh~ch accurate 
data on all problems connected w ~ t h  the propaganda 
and practlce of b~r th  control may be d~rected to all parts 
of the world 

1 he Pezpzng Chzna Commzttee on Maternal  Health 
has ~ssued ~ t s  first report coverlng a per~od of three 
years from March, 1930, through February, 1933 It 
d u d e s  an analys~s of the first 99 cases treated and 
sundry suggestions, wh~ch show that clln~c problems are 
the same the world over I t  1s suggested that 

A competent, full-t~me personnel should be employed 
Contraceptwes recommended should be cheap and 

s~mple,  a stock should always be kept on hand 
There should be ample opportunlty for conferences 

on ~ndlv~dual problems 
Clmcal vls~ts should be repeated, there should be 

a close follow-up by means of frequent home vls~ts 
Prov~s~on should be made for keepmg full and ac- 

curate standardtzed records, mcludmg mformat~on 
- whlch would be valuable for purposes of soc~al and 



ewnomlc study 
Effort should be made to test the practlcabll~ty of 

b ~ r t h  control educat~on among the w o r k ~ n g  classes of 
the commun~ty 

T h e  Comm~t tee  suppl~es ma te r~a l  for a regular col 
umn In two P e ~ p ~ n g  Chrnese dally newspapers and 
makes frequent use of artlcles pubhshed In the REVIEW 

A BRIGHTER FUTURE 

M A N Y  of you w ~ l l  recall that economics has often 
been called the "d~smal sclence " T h e  term arlses 

from the fact that close analys~s of the work~ng  of eco 
nornlc forces led the economist to d~sma l  conclus~ons as 
to the pos s~b l l~ t~es  of el lm~natmg poverty H e  foresaw 
perenn~al hardsh~ps and low standards of l l v~ng  for the 
masses of human~ty  

T h ~ s  d~sma l  outlook was based on the obsewat~on of 
~ R O  fundamental laws of nature T h e  first was the law 
of dirnlnish~ng returns from land and other natural re- 
sources, and the second was the des~re  of mankmd to 
procreate the specles Taken together and related to 
the problem of progress, they found expression In the 
so-called Mal thus~an theory that populat~on tends to In- 
crease faster than the means of subs~stence 

T h e  law of d ~ r n l n ~ s h ~ n g  returns from the appl~catlon 
of labor and cap~ta l  to natural resources cannot be ques- 
cloned I t  1s lmposs~ble to rase  one thousand bushels of 
wheat from an acre of land no matter how Intenswe or  
wen t~ f i c  the cu l t~va t~on  may be Precisely defined, the 
law holds that ~t IS impossible to increase the y~eld  very 
gteatly w ~ t h o u t  a d~sproportlonate increase of costs T o  
Illustrate, one man w ~ t h  appropriate tools m ~ g h t  produce 
on a fo~ty-acre farm one thousand bushels of wheat 
But two men, even w ~ t h  better tools and superlor meth- 
ods of cultwation, could not make the farm y~eld  two 
thousand bushels There  comes a polnt where the ap 
pllcat~on of a d d ~ t ~ o n a l  unlts of labor and cap~ta l  does 
not produce a proportional lncrease In output T h ~ s  IS 

the polnt of d lmln~sh~ng  returns 
Populat~on was, moreover, regarded aa certaln to In 

crease In consequence of natural ~mpulses and, for that 
matter, of religtous and po l~ t~ca l  injunctions Indeed, as 
Malthus saw, populat~on tended to lncrease In a geo 
metr~cal  ratlo, whereas the food supply could Increase 
at  best In a r ~ t h m e t ~ c  ratlo Hence the tlme xould  soon 
come when the growth of populat~on would have to be 
~hecked  by starvation, ~f ~t were not curta~led by war  
and pestilence B ~ r t h  control as a means of restrlctlng 
populat~on had no place In the Malthus' t hmk~ng  

The great economlc expansion of the one hundred 
)ears slnce Malthus wrote has In the vlew of many 
disproved h ~ s  theory In  t h ~ s  century three great develop 

ments have occurred w h ~ c h  have profoundly modlfied 
the forecast. ~f not the theorv Itself T h e  first 1s the 
openlng-up to settlement of vast new fertde areas In the 
Amencan M ~ d d l e  West ,  In South Amer~ca,  In South 
Afr~ca ,  In Australla, and In Manchurta T h e  second 
has been the d~scovery and u t l l ~ z a t ~ o n  of power re 
sources, the appl~ca t~on of sclence generally to the pro 
cesses of product~on, and the development of a more ef 
fect~ve economlc organlzatlon T h e  t hud  has been the 
r a p ~ d  growth, particularly In the western world In the 
last few decades, In the practlce of blrth control T h e  
result has been to glve us In the nations of Western 
Europe and the U n ~ t e d  States n populatlon that promlses 
to be relat~vely stable In the future From the economlc 
polnt of view thls augurs for the future vastly h~ghe r  
standards of h n g  than could otherw~se have been 
hoped for 

HAROLD G MOULTON 

From an address at the 
Nattonal Conference o f  Social W o r k ,  1933 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETIVC 

T h e  Annual Meetmg of the Amerlcan Blrth Control 
League wd l  be held a t  10 30 A M  on Thursday, 
January 18th, 1934, a t  the Park  Lane Hotel, 299 
Park Avenue, New York C ~ t y  

JULIE B HOWSON, Secretary 

T h e  nomlnatlng committee presents the fol low~ng for 
elect~on to the Roard of D~rec tors  

T o  serve untrl 1937 

M r s  Rlchard B~l lmgs  Clarence C L d e ,  Ph  D 
M r s  Joseph D M r s  Robert M c C  Marsh 

Kentucky 
M r s  McGarvey Clme M r s  LOUIS D e B  Moore 

F ~ , , ~ , A , ,  M r s  John D e W ~ t t  Pel tz  - . -, . - - 
M r s  Edward Corn~sh  R~cha rd  N P~erson,  M D 

Arkan8as R a b b ~  Abba Hdlel  S~ lve r  M r s  Freder~c  Cromwell 
M r s  Allston Dana Benjamin T T ~ l t o n ,  M D 

D r  Clarence J Gamble M's L e s h  J TOmpklns 

M r s  M o r n s  Hadley M r s  Robert W h ~ t e  
M r s  Roger Howson I r a  S W ~ l e ,  M D 

T o  serve untrl 1936 
Fred J Tauss~g ,  M D M r s  A E W Harrlson 

Ma~~ourr Ywgrnta 

T o  serve untrl 1935 

M r s  F G Atk~nson Rev W T Hooper 
Mrnnesola Connect~cul 

M r s  Geo A El l~ot t ,  Jr M r s  T S Lamont 

Delaware M r s  W l l l ~ s  D Wood 
CATHERINE C BANGS Charrman 



M A T E R ~ ~ A L  MORTALITY by the New York Academy of 
M e d ~ c ~ n e  Comm~ttee on Publ~c Health Relat~ons 

The Commonwealth F u n d  N e w  York 1933 

T HE analys~s of these 2,041 deaths serves to some 

extent to explam the absence of a drop In the ma 
ternal mor ta l~ ty  death rate correspond~ng to the drop 

In Infant mor ta l~ ty  and commun~cable d~seases 1,343 
deaths or 65 per cent were cons~dered preventable T h e  

respons~bll~ty for these preventable deaths was In 36 7 
per cent ascr~bed to the patlent, In 63 3 per cent to the 

phys~c~an or m ~ d w ~ f e  I t  IS also noteworthy that In over 
45 per cent of the deaths, excluswe of abort~ons and 
ectoplc gestations, operatlve dellvery was emploled 

Cesar~an sectlon was responsible for 310 deaths Of 
the 510 deaths from puerperal sepsls, over 75 per cent 

were deemed preventable 

Recommendat~ons are ( 1  ) better and more w ~ d e  

spread lnstructlon of the l a ~ t y  on prenatal care, (2) 
better tralnlng of the phys~c~an In the care of normal 

obstetr~cal cases and the prompt recognltlon of poss~ble 

compl~cat~ons,  (3)  l ~ m ~ t a t ~ o n  of these compl~cated de 

l ~ v e r ~ e s  to the spec~al~s t  In obstetr~cs, (4) restraint by 

the spec~al~s t  In l l m ~ t ~ n g  operatlve measures to the 

mlnlmum , (5) Improved f a c ~ l ~ t ~ e s  and closer super- 

vlslon of hosp~tals takmg obstetr~cal cases, espeaally the 

so called proprietary hospital, w ~ t h  home dellvery rec 

ommended for some cases under proper c o n d ~ t ~ o n s ,  (6) 
more w ~ d e  spread use of the htgher type m ~ d w ~ f e  and 

the nurse m ~ d w ~ f e ,  who has been glven a thorough ob 

stetr~cal tralnlng and IS kept under close supervlslon 

by med~cal  au thont~es  

Of spectal Interest to blrth control advocates IS what  

proportion of these maternal deaths could and should 

have been prevented prlmardy by a preventlon of thr 

pregnancy Itself Of the 2,041 deaths, 429 deaths 

m ~ g h t  be cons~dered under t h ~ s  head 114 Induced abor 

tlons (known c r ~ m ~ n a l  abort~ons were not Included In 

t h ~ s  number), 47 therapeut~c abort~ons,  18 patlcnts 

w ~ t h  chron~c  nephr~trs ,  99 w ~ t h  cardlac d~sease,  16 w ~ t h  

pulmonary tuberculos~s, 114 Cesar~an sectlons for con- 

tracted pe lv~s ,  12 Cesar~an sectlons for fibro~ds, 17 
prevlous secttons Cons~dera t~on should also be glven 

to the fact that 273 deaths occurred In mothers who 

had four ch~ldren and that the h~ghest percentage of 

preventable deaths (70 2%) occurred In the slum dls- 

trlcts Nowhere does the committee touch uDon t h ~ s  

phase of the sub~ect ,  the preventlon by contraceptlves 

of a compl~cated or undes~red pregnancy that resulted 

In the death of the mother 

FRED J TAUSSIG, M D 

THE AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
680 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORE CITY 

TelephontREgent 4-2181 

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  
ROBERTSON JONES Rerldent 

LLINGS 
WIELD ) Vsce PrerMents 
>EN Treadurer 

HOWSON Sesrctary 

D I R E C T O R S  A T  L A R G E  
Mra Francin N Bango Mrs Robert McC Marsh 
Reginald Burbank M D MIS Lou18 De B Moore 
MIS Prdarlc Cmmwell Shcart Mudd M D .- - - - . -- -. - - - - - - . . -.. 
Mrs Allaton Dana Richard N Pierson M D 
Heory Pratt FalrcYld Ph D H Adye Prlchard D D 
Mra Mandleld Ferry Mrs John DeWitt Peltz 
Claren~ Jam- Gamble M D Rabbl Abba Hillel Sllver 
Mn M o d  Hadley Mrs Warren Thorpe 
W F Hooper D D Benjamin T Tllton M D 
Mra John Mead Howells MIS Leslie J Tompklns 
Mn. Thomas S Lamont Mrs Robert Whlte 
Mrs Thomas W Lamont Ira S Wile MD 
C C Llffle, SeD Mrs Wlllls D ood 

S T A T E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  
Mrs Edward Cornish Arkansas Mrs James Whittemore 
Connecticut Mrs George A Elliott Jr Delaware hlrs 
Mffiawey Cllne Florida Mrs Benlamln Carpenter 1111 
nols Mrs Benlamln D Hitz Indiana Mrs Joseph D 
Burge Kentucky Mrs Oakes Ames hlasswhusettq Mrs 
Deane Small Malne Mrs Morton Keeney Michigan Mrs 
Frederick G Atlnson Minnesota Dr Fred J lausslg 
Mlssourl Mrv George C Barclay hew Ynrk Mrq Ceorpe 
A Dunnlng Pennqylvania Mrs Henry Solomon Rhode Is 
land MIS A E Wilson Harrison Va 

ERIC M MATSNER M D Medteal Lhrector 

RUTH TOPPING Ezccutwa Direotor 
STELLA HANAU Publlcatumd Lhrector 

AFFILIATED STATE ORGANIZATIONS 

ARKANSAS EUGENICS ASSOCIATIOY 
1806 A& Street, Llttle R d  

CONNECTICUT BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
-10 Balnbrldge Road West Hartford 
DFLAWARE BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 

lo10 Plne Street Wlllnlngton 
FLORIDA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 

1010 West Avenue Mlaml Beach 
ILLINOIS BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
208 N Wabssh Avenue Chlcago 

INDIANA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
4806 Waahlngton Blvd Indianapolis 

KENTUCKY BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
R R Nu 1 Box 611 Loulsvllle 

MAINE BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
Cape Elizabeth Portland 

BIRTH COhTROL LEAGUE OF MASSACHUSETTS 
18 JOY street.  oato on 

MATERNAL HEALTH LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN 
18Ia Lake Drhe S E Grand Raplds 

MINNESOTA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
ass Walker Bulldlng Minneapolfs 

MATZRNAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI 
4817A Delmar Blvd St Louls 

NEW YORE STATE BIRTH CONTROL FEDERATION 
680 Madlaon Avenue New York 

PENNSYLVANIA BIRTH CONTROL FEDERATION 
1100 Walnut Street. Philadelphia 

RHODE ISLAND BIRTH CONTROL LEADUE 
168 N Maln Street Providena 

VIRGINIA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
m a 8  Monument Ave Rlehmond 



Enclosed please find 

$ for dmner hckets, a t  $2 50 each Tables seat e ~ g h t  
PARK LANE HOTEL, 299 Park Avenue, January 18th, at  7 30 

$ for luncheon hckets, a t  604 each 
Y W C A  , 600 Lex~ngton Avenue, January 19th at  12 30 

Name 

Address 

Reseroatrons should be made before January 16th 
Mahe checks payable and send to A X E ~ ~ C A N  BIRTH CQNTIWL LEAGUE 689 Madrson A v e ,  N Y 

FOUNDATION STONES FOR A BIRTH CONTROL LIBRARY 
These books, author~tatwe and yet well w ~ t h ~ n  the MY FIGHT FOR BIRTH CONTROL by Margaret  Sanger 

range of the average reader, are suggested as a nucleus parrar and Rernhart N Y $3 00 
for a b ~ r t h  control reference l~b ra ry  T ~ t l e s  dealing SEX AND YOUTH bl  Sherwood Eddy Doubleday 
w ~ t h  populat~on, sex educat~on, marriage, heredtty, and Doran and Co , N Y $2 00 
eugenlcs are mcluded STANDING ROOM ONLY by E A ROSS Century Com- 
APPLIED EUGENICS, by Paul  Popenoe & Roswell pany, N Y $3 00 

Johnson Macmrllan N Y $2 60 STERILIZATION FOR HUMAN BETTERMENT, by E S 
DANCER SPOTS IN WORLD POPULATION, by War ren  Gosney and Paul Popenoe Macmdlan N Y $2 00 

S Thompson, Knopf N Y $3 50 THE EUGENIC PREDICAMLNT, by S J Holmes Har 
GROWING UP, by Kar l  deSchwe~n~tz  Macmdlan court Brace and Co , N Y $2 00 

N Y $1 75 THE HYGIENE OF MARRIAGE, by M ~ l l a r d  S Everett, 
HEREDIW AND HUMAN AFFAIRS, by E M East Vanguard Press N Y $2 50 

Scnbners, N Y $3 50 THE PRACTICE OF COYTRACEPTION, by Margaret  
How WE INHERIT, by Edgar Altenburg Henry Holt Sanger and Hannah M Stone Wrllroms and W r l  

and Company, N Y $3 00 kzns Baltzmore $4 00 
HUMAN STERILIZATION, by J H Landman Macmd- THE SEX FACTOR I N  MARRIAGE by Helena W r ~ g h t  

Ian, N Y $4 00 Yanguard Pressd N Y $2 00 
~lT'l'LE ESSAYS ON LOVE AND VIRTUE, by Havelock THE SEX SIDE OF LIFE by M a r y  W a r e  Dennett 

E lhs  Houghton, Mtfflrn and Co N Y $ 1  50 Publrshed by the author, Astorra N Y 354 
MORE ESSAYS ON LOVE AND VIRTUE by Havelock THE TRUTH ABOUT BIRTH CONTROL by Norman E 

E l l ~ s  D o ~ b l e d a y ~  Doran and Co , N Y $2 50 H ~ m e s  John Day Company, N Y 254 
Order your books through our Book Department 

B I R T H  C O N T R O L  R E V I E W  
Publuhed monthly by the American Bsrth Control Leuwe Inc 

680 Madieon Avenue Vew York V Y 

VOL I NO 4 (New Serlea) JANUM, 1014 

Sent to all members of the Amerrcan Blrth Control League 
and affilrated State Leagues 

See 562, PL a R 
U S POSTAGE 

New York, N Y 
P E R M I T  N o  8388 

A m  T o  promote eugenrc brrth selectron throughout the 
Unrted States so that there may be more well born and 
fewer 111 born chddren-a stronger, healthrer and more In 
tellrgent race 


