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ToDAY—AN INTERPRETATION

By Haverock ErLis

E STILL frequently see birth control referred
to as something new, starthing, or questionable
It 15 true that the term itself 1s recent, having been
devised as lately, I believe, as 1915 by Mrs Margaret
Sanger, 1n consultation with friends in New York, to
indicate what had previously been commonly referred
to as “neéo malthusianistn,” and might be more precise-
ly described by the more awkward term ‘“‘conception
control "’ The term “birth control” 1s at all events sim-
ple and convement, and what 1t stands for 1s now general-
ly understood It 1s of the first importance to realize
at the outset that what we now term “birth control”
simply represents, in the humanitanan form demanded
by our civilization today, something which has been es
sential to life from the begmning It represents, that is
to say, the necessity for the limitation of offspring
We may still sometimes find an opponent of birth
control He brings forward numerous more or less valid
objections, which all may recognize, for no one would
claim that contraception is less fallible than are other
human activities But the opponent of birth control
always fails to state which of the previous alternatives
to birth control, abortion or infanticide (sex taboos now
being without effect), he proposed to restore That fail
ure puts him out of court Or, as St Paul more unkindly
said of such a situation, he 1s fighting as one that beateth
the air
The cniticism with regard to class has reference to
what 1s commonly called the differential birth rate, that
15 to say that the better and well-to do classes, whom we
might wish to see increasing, have a low birth-rate, while
the poorer and less efficient elements of the population,
whom we might wish to see decreasing, tend to have a
higher birth rate It has to be remarked here, in the
first place, that the lower social class 1s not to be con-
fused with the wefficient class But putting that now
well recogmzed pont aside, difference 1n birth rate 1s
of less account than difference in survival rate, and we
cannot assume that a higher degree of the first rate in-
volves a higher degree of the second, but the general fact
remains that among the poor and the inefficient many
births means many deaths To the complaint that birth
control has begun among the best class of the community

the mamn retort 1s simple where else could we expect 1t
to begin? If we have here a beneficial and progressive
measure we must certainly expect 1t to be mtiated
among the most capable and intelligent classes It need
not end there, and indeed 1s not ending there, but for
years past has been penetrating the main body of the
working class, so that in some lands (as 1t seems Sweden)
the differential birth rate 18 now n favor of the better
class citizen This movement would most certainly have
progressed more rapidly if the intelligent better classes
had shown more anxiety to spread it At the present
time there are multitudes of poor women who, for the
best reasons, are eager to possess the means of controlling
conception, and yet receiving no help even from their
doctors, who are usually content to dole out to them
unhelpful warnings against popular abortifacients

‘The benefits of contraception are direct and indirect
The latter are specially, though by no means exclusively,
concerned with 1ts action 1n steadymng, if not 1n stabiliz
ing, the growth of a population The political economust
and the soctologist are here specially concerned The
physician 1s more wnterested n 1ts direct influence on
(1) the individual, (2} the family, and (3) the race

(1) Itshould not be overlocked 1n the first place that
contraception exerts a general moral influence of high
order on the side of discipline and forethought It is a
perpetual challenge to moral discrimination for married
couples, during a large part of their lives together
Contraception enables marriage to take place earlier
than would otherwise be possible for those who feel that
marriage 1s desirable but that they are not yet 1n a posi-
tion to support a famuly It also enables those persons
to have the benefit of marriage who, on personal or
hereditary grounds, would not be justified in having
children It has a further personal benefit in the case of
those parents who have a sufficiently large famly, or
when the condition of the wife’s health renders another
pregnancy undesirable and dangerous It 1s sometimes
said that contraceptive measures are s¢ fallible that in
some cases the risks of using them should not be run
Where this 1s so, resort should be had, as 1s now fre-
quent, to sterthzation, preferably by vasectomy of the
husband, a simple and harmless operation

(2) In constituting the family the exercise of birth
control may now be said to have become indispensable
The large families of ancient days cannot well be fitted
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into the social and economic conditions of today The
average and noimal parent of today has no desire for
such a fammly Qute apart, also, from the question of
the size of the family, 1t 15 now defimitely known and
recognized that, alike in the interest of the mother and
her offspring, spacing 1s necessary, the usual interval
recommended being at least two years Birth control
1s thus here indispensable
(3) It s no less so when we turn to the interests of
the race Here we pass from the question of quantity
to the question of quality in offspring As far back as
we can go we find that man has exercised some degree
of human selection, however unconscious he may have
been of deltberate eugenics The best specimens of the
race were selected, the obviously deformed or nfirm
were destrojed at birth or neglected It 1s not only
among races of lower cultures that the inevitable prob-
lems of eugenics have been perhaps unconsciously faced
By the higher races of antiquity they were clearly
formulated, courageously faced, and deliberately pur-
sued This 1s clearly seen among the Greeks, and can
also be traced, though less conspicuously, among the
Romans Abortton, infanticide, and the exposure of 1n
fants were the methods accepted not only as necessary
but as morally justifiable
We refuse now to exert selection at so late a stage
And we have invented 2zl sorts of moral reasons to
excuse or to Justify our refusal But with our increasing
kncwledge 1t 1s becoming possible to make an approxi-
mately correct selection at an earher stage, before con-
ception Until recent years the only advice possible to
give to persons of bad heredity was to avoid marriage
It 1s now possible to give the more helpful and prac-
ticable advice to avoid procreation Here 1s the final
justification of cantraception, that 1n 1t we possess what
may now be the only instrument left to us for moulding
the future race
—The Practitioner England, September, 1933

We have too much delinquency, too much insamty,
too much unemployment, too much dependency Our
housing 15 outworn, our city plans are obsolete We are
paying dividends, but are we earning our depreciation
charges? Who will draw up the plans that will enable
us to attack the fundamental weaknesses of which as yet
we see only the symptoms clearly? It 1s too large a task
for any social agency to undertake alone Pulling to-
gether for social service means planming together for
social service, and in this effort, individuals, social
agencies, cvic bodies, universities and governments
must play their parts

Dr BrarpsLey RumL
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ENLISTING THE AID OF SOCIAL WORKERS

T IS difficult for members of birth control organiza-
tions to understand why social workers, as a group,

are not more aggressively backing the contraceptive
clinics But social workers, like other individuals, have
personal inhibitions and professional problems which
must be recognized and can only be solved with the
utmost tact and patience Also, one must remember that
social workers, as a class, have carried an enormous
burden throughout this economic cataclysm They are
so deeply concerned with feeding, clothing and finding
shelter for their charges, that the anxieties of the present
leave Iittle time and strength to think of the future
This 15, without doubt, a shortsighted policy, for if a
family 1s hungry and homeless, its misery is increased
when the mother 15 11l and there 15 an additional mouth
to feed

In many states and cities excellent relationships of
mutual interest and inter-dependence have been built up
between social agencies and contraceptive clinics ‘Thhe
New York City Committee has been so fortunate 1n 1ts
results that our technique may, perhaps, be adapted to
surt the needs of other communities

If you are planning to enhist the cooperation of social
workers, either 1n supporting an established clinic or in
fostering the growth of a new unit, the initial step 1s
to acquaint yourselves with the community agencies 1n
your city These may be hospitals, relief societies, set
tlements, nursing services, baby health stations or day
nurseries You should visit each organization and ob
serve 1ts methods of approach and procedure towards
its objectives

Secondly, you should decide who 1s the most sympa
thetic member of each organization—the headworker,
the board member, the nurse or staff worker This, I
must emphasize, 1s a delicate and important decsion
Results are sometimes better when a staff member brings
your work to the attention of the headworker On the
aother hand, 2 headworker may not be willing to com
mit himself without the approval of his Board A friend
ly personal contact must somehow be established—that
fact 1s of primary umportance, for 1t 1s the foundation
for your future success

The third step 1s to invite all your contacts together
with your own members to 2 meeting, preferably a
luncheon, where in an informal atmosphere you can dis
cuss birth control and its potentiahities for human bet-
terment This should be 1llustrated with authortative
data and statistics from other commumties A doctor
should be present to discuss the health factors of con
traception, child spacing, maternal and infant welfare
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Questions should be encouraged One that 1s certain to
be asked 15 “What 1s the law on Birth Control?” [t 1s
well to look this up 1n advance and be prepared witn
copies of the state law and some statement by a legal
authonty Literature should be offered to those who wish
it ‘The services of your birth control orgamzation
should be explained, such as,

1 Furmishing a speaker for a staff meeting

2 Furnishing a speaker for mothers clubs, parents
organizations, young men’s or young women’s groups,
on such subjects as The Hygiene of Birth Control
Birth Control as an 4id n Solving Family Problems
Overcrowded Homes and Juvemile Delinquency etc

3 Providing clinical service

Your guests will leave with a better understanding
of birth control and a recognition of your mutual aims
You have now set up the machinery for a pleasant and
productive relationship between your members and the
social workers of your commumity This should be
stimulated periodically by personal visits, by letters con
taimng news of your climic and by current birth contral

tterature
hite CaroL K Nasu

Field Secretary, New York City Commaittee

If Democracy 1s to survive, 1t must build anew an
ordered world for us to live 1n on a scientific basts, with-
out silly mediaeval inhibitions If even one-half of the
human ability that has been devoted to scientific research
of the heavens above and the earth beneath, fighting of
disease, inventions, industrial machines, automobiles,
gases, could now be devoted to our nothing-like-so-dif
ficult social problems, Democracy can be saved

Some elementary steps to be taken at once are even
now clear In spite of our short-sighted politicians and
governments, we must have world peace or we shall
all be destroyed in the next war The population of every
cvilized country now exceeds its available jobs and
other resources, and must be scientifically regulated by
birth control chinies As Democracy depends for its ex
istence on ntelligent votes, the ever increasing produc
tion of morons must be scientifically checked and insane
and weak minded people must be prevented from having

children M Carey THowmas,

President-Emeritus, Bryn Mawr College

PRrACTICAL TALKS WITH THE STATE BOARD

Mrs Lows deB Mooie, Mrs Frederic Cromwell
and Mrs Roger Howson, chairmen of committees on
benefits, donations and membership of the National
League, will discuss the work of these commuttees in
the December REviEw
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BIRTH CONTROL AND INATIONAL RECOVERY

UR Federal, State and mumcipal officials are
manifesting unusual concern over problems grow

ing out of production, without giving adequate thought
and consideration to the equally serious problem of re
production The more intelligent development of our
population 1s paramount in nsuring our soctal and
economic recovery In the last analysis, the National
Recovery Act 1s designed to promote social recovery in
its broadest sense The overproduction of goods 1n 2
non buying market may induce severe economic difficul
ties, but the unthinking overproduction of actual and
potential non earning consumers 1» social mnsanity

The overproduction of children beyond the capacity
of their parents to take care of them increases our so
cial difficulties by increasing mental deficiency, juvenile
delinquency, crime, unemployment, dependency and the
despairing tnals of muserable old age

In our efforts at reconstruction, the family codes have
not yet been written, although they are essential 1n the
program of attaining national equilibrium The govern
ment of business must be subordinated to the preserva
tion of the home and the wvitality of the family

The National Industrial Recovery Act stresses bus:
ness and 1ts expansion, the possible increase in wages and
profit and the promotion of finincial stability The
origin of that act, however, lies in the needs of human
beings Business may have been bad, and banking may
have been worse, but the people of this country were 1n
dire straits Not want of business but want of food was
making its relentless plea The country’s demands for
reasonable opportuntties to earn its sustenance, as be-
comes a free people, were fundamentally responsible for
the numerous courageous recommendations that were
the outgrowth of President Roosevelt’s assumption of
leadership, only a hittle more than seven months ago

The fact that the fertility of women in the United
States decreased 33 1/3 per cent from 1890 to 1930
indicates a state of affairs that has caused child bearing
and chiuld rearing to lose theiwr social appeal ta manital
partners Inasmuch as the world wide dimimished birth
rate has obtained in all strata of society, it cannot be
attributed entirely to the hedonistic tendencies of any
one group nor to the selfish desire for personal freedom
and pleasure Birth control, in so far as 1t 1s exhibited
in our vital statistics, 15 merely one of the natural de
velopments of changing attitudes i an urbamzed, 1n
dustrialized and mechanized world

IrRaS Wig, M D

Excerpt from address at the Membership Campaign
Luncheon Meeting of the Rhede Island Birth Control League
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WHAT THE STATE LEAGUES ARE DOING
KENTUCKY

The first annual meeting of the Kentucky Birth Con
trol League was held at Brown Hotel, Louisville, on
October 25th In addition to the regular business, the
following speakers addressed the meeting Dr Garvin
Fulton, The Policy of the Medical Commuiitee Dr
Esther Wallner, The Operation of a Clinie Mrs
Lualle Rogers, The Social Worker s Service

MICHIGAN

The annual meeting of the League was held at Hotel
Statler, Detroit, on October 7th Mrs Margaret
Sanger, chairman of the National Committee on Fed
eral Legislation for Birth Control, spoke on The Prob
lem of Population, and Mrs Morton Keeney, president
of the Michigan League, spoke on The Progress of the
Birth Control Movement in Michigan Mrs James
McEvoy, chairman of the Detroit Commuttee, presided
At the speakers table were Mrs Frederck H Holt,
President of the Womans Hospital, Mrs Mayer B
Sulzberger of the Council of Jewish Women and a
member of the Board of the Mothers' Clinic, Rabh
Leo M Franklin, Reverend Guy Black, Dr George
Kamperman, Dr Alexander M Campbell, Reverend
Francis B Creamer and Mrs Sanger, Mrs McEvoy
and Mrs Keeney

Mrs Sanger traced the history of the birth control
movement 1n England and America, and stressed the
mmportance of limiting population 1f the world 1s to
avold another war In conclusion she said “Many com
panies 1n this country are now bootlegging what pur-
ports to be reliable birth control information My plea
1s that the medical professton back the birth control
movement and gain control of all propaganda and dis-
sermnation of information on the subject We want men
and women to realize that parenthood should be a
worthy commussion and an honored assignment ”

Mrs Keeney told of the progress of birth control in
the state Twelve clinics are functioning in Battle Creek,
Detroit, Grand Rapids, Jackson, Pentiac, Royal Oak
and Wyandotte Over 7,000 women have been cared
for to date She said in closing, “the people of our state
are realizing more and more the superior value of pre-
vention over cure, trom an economic as well as a hu
manitarian viewpoint ”’

Dr Alexander M Campbell told of the work of his
study committee and that of Dr Harold C Mack for
the Michigan State Medical Society and said “Doc
tors are becoming conscious that birth control 1s 2 med
ical problem like orthopedics or any other”

BirTH CoNTROL REVIEW

The following resolutions were sent from the meet-
ng
To The Honorable James Couzens, Detrot,
To The Honorable Arthur H Vandenberg, Grand

Rapids

“BE IT RESOLVED, That the Birth Control
League of Michigan urgently requests the support for
Senate Bill 1842 of the Honorable James Couzens [or
Arthur H Vandenberg], United States Senator

“This measure affects the health and welfare of 43,-
000,000 women of childbearing age in this country and
we hope that the Bill will receive the hearty support
of the Michigan Delegation ™
‘To the Honorable John C Lehr, Monroe

“BE IT RESOLVED, That the Birth Control
League of Michigan requests the support for House
Bill 5978, now 1n the Judiciary Commuttee, of the Hon
orable John C Lehr, United States Congressman

“Feeling that the subject of birth control 15 of great
mmportance to the country at this time and as House Bill
5978 affects 43,000,000 women of childbearing age, we
earnestly hope you will work for a favorable report on
this measure

It was voted that the Articles of Association be
changed so that the name of the League contan the
words “Maternal Health” instead of Birth Control, but
the exact wording be left to the Board of Directors

MINNESOTA

The clinic of the Minnesota Birth Control League,
which opened on October 24, 1931, 1s now holding eight
sessions a week The clinic 1s financed by league mem
berships and voluntary contributions Since 1ts incep-
tion 1t has handled about 950 cases Voluntary home
vistts are made to all patients at regular intervals The
demand for the climic 1s very great and additional ser-
vices will be provided as soon as funds are available
The 1ncome from fees 1s comparatively small as 89 per
cent of the patients are unable to pay The League 1s in
close cooperation with sacial agencies and social work
ers and aims to develop these contacts

Excerpt from Clinic and Finan.tal Report May,
1932—May, 1933

“In a time when theories of social welfare administra-
tion must stand the most rigid tests of practical efhctency,
it 15 with considerable satistaction that the Executive
Board cf the Minnesota Birth Control League submuts
the following Clinic and Financial Report of the year's
activities A thoughtful consideration of this report
would seem to bear out their belief that the type of work
accomplished this year strikes deep into the root of the
problem of social distress, and that 1t affords not only
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relief from economic stram but from physical and spuit
ual strain as well

“The work of this climc 1s fundamental relief work
However important alleviative aid may be, 1t 1s more
important to establish agencies whereby such aid may be
unnecessary mn the future One dollar mnvested in the
Minnesota Birth Contrel Clinic saves the community
many hundreds of dollars in chanty, besides untold hu-
man suffering

NEW YORK

The arnual meeting of the Monroe County Commit-
tee was held in Rochester on October 25th Miss
Gladys Gaylord, executive secretary of the Maternal
Health Association of Cleveland, and Mrs Allan Steb
bins were the principal speakers Officers were elected
and a constitution adopted Representatives from the
other county commuittees attended the meeting The
Federation’s work 1s being carried forward by the fol-
lowming commattees

Organization—Mrs Allen Stebbins, Rochester

Membership—Mrs Frederic Cromwell, New York

Meetings—Mrs Martin H Knapp, Syracuse

Literature—Mrs Dexter Perkins, Rochester

Finance—Mrs O’Donnell Iselin, New York

Publicity—Mrs Robert McC Marsh, New York

Nominating—Mrs Thomas § Lamont, New York

PENNSYLVANIA

Pennsylvania announces the opening of four new clin
ics 1n Philadelphia (3300 Baring Street), Coatesville,
Doylestown and Harnsburg
The annual meeting of the Pennsylvamia Birth Con
trol Federation will be held at the Bellevue Stratford
Hotel on November 23rd The following speakers will
address the luncheon meeting
Dr E A Whitney, Chief of Elwyn School for Feeble-
Minded, Delaware County,

Mrs F Roberston Jones, president, American Birth
Control League,

Dr L B Scott, director, Bureau of Correction, State
Department of Welfare,

Mr Stanley Brnight, president, Public Charities Asso-
ciation of Pennsylvanma

RHODE ISLAND

The Rhode Island Birth Control League held a
Membership Campaign Luncheon on October 17th, at
the Providence Biltmore Hotel Dr Ira S Wile of New
York City spoke on Birth Control and the National Re-
covery Dr Arthur H Ruggles of Providence spoke on
A4 Medical Viewpoint of the Work of the League The
Reverend W Appleton Lawrence of Providence pre-
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sided An excerpt from Dr Wile’s speech is grven else

where in this 1ssue The League's annual meeting 15
scheduled for Navember 2nd

ARKANSAS

Mrs Edward Cornish, chairman of the Association,
sends the following communication *I was much n
terested and delighted to read the report of the com
muttee appointed by the Michigan State Medical So
ciety on 1ts study of the birth control movement This
15, mndeed, a progressive step for the medical profession
to take and I wish 1t were possible to send coptes of
this report to all state medical societies The Arkansas
Eugenics Association will be glad to distribute copies
of the October REVIEW to Arkansas physicians ”

DELAWARE

Mrs J D Bush, Jr, secretary of the Birth Control
League of Delaware writes

“For this month, we are distributing copies of the
REeview, plus a printed notice of a silver tea to be held
November 9, to various clubs and groups of women
throughout the city These include The Century Club,
the American Association of Umversity 'Women, the
State Board of Nurses, the Junior League, and the So
cial Workers’ Club We try at each meeting to explain
the purpose of the tea and urge membership n the
League The tea 15 to be at the home of Mrs U §
Worthington, and Mrs Moorehouse of Philadelphia 1s
to be the speaker We hope to raise some money, increase
membership, and spread propaganda and education for
the birth control mevement, all at one and the same time

“We have had quite good results from the 1,000
cards we sent out telling of our work and asking for
donations QOver $100 was received the first week, and
interest 1 the League has greatly increased ”

ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the American Birth Control
League will be held on Thursday and Friday, January
18 and 19, 1934 The morning session will be devoted
to election of directors, reports of the year’s work and
plans for 1934 Reports from representatives of the
afiliated state leagues will be given at the afternoon
meeting Among those who have accepted the League’s
invitation to speak at the dinner meeting are Dr C
E A Wimnslow, School of Medicine, Yale University,
Dr Harry A Overstreet, College of the City of New
York, Dr Stephen P Duggan, Director, Institute of
International Education, New York City Fnday
morning’s meeting will be a round table discussion of
state league problems
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CONFERENCE ON BIRTH CONTROL IN ASIA

NDER the auspices of the Birth Control Inter-

national Information Centre, a Conference on the
population problems of Asia, particularly with refer-
ence to the contribution of birth control to their solu-
tion, will be held in London on November 24th and
25th, 1933

The subjects for discussion will cover the economic,
social, and medical aspects of these problems, and
throughout the Conference special consideration will be
directed to the tasks in Asia which must engage the
attention of the birth control movement in the mm
mediate future Each discussion will be opened by one
or more authorities from Europe as well as Asia

This Conference 1s being held 1n response to numer-
ous requests for help from medical practitioners, social
workers, and publicists in India, China, and Japan
The Birth Control International Centre hopes that 1t
will be a forerunner of a Conference 1n India in 1934,
to be followed by siumilar conferences in other Asiatic
countries as soon as clrcumstances may permit

The following excerpts from letters received at the
Centre serve to indicate the urgency of the problem

The Al India Women« Conference Lucknow,
1933 “This Conference feels that on account of the
low physique of women, high infant mortality and n
creasing poverty of the country, men and women should
be instructed 1n methods of birth control 1n recognized
chinies It calls upon all mumcipalities and local bodies
to open such centres and invites the special help of the
medical authorities towards the solution of this impor
tant problem”

Government of India Report, “India 1n 1930 31"
“At any rate there seems to be a good deal to be said 1n
favour of arranging that, 1n maternity clinics and during
the course of ‘Baby Weeks,” instruction in birth control
should be provided ”

A4 Shanghar physician  ““The leaders of medical
thought and social welfare in this country are now keen-
ly taking up this movement Particularly so1s the Mayor
of Shanghai, who has a splendid staff of young men to
help him 1 am myself thinking of wniting a book 1n
Chinese for the guidance of those who need advice As
elsewhere, the majority of physicians in China are quite
out of touch with the most modern knowledge and can-
not give any sensible advice to the thousands of anxious
wives who seek 1t I highly appreciate your premise to
render whatever help 1s necessary

A4 Tokyo physician “In recent days, almost every
day, every newspaper deals with the birth control prob
fem, and no magazine neglects this subject The task

BirtH CoNTROL REVIEW

entrusted to us now is, I believe, how we can teach the
practical methods to mquirers wnexpensively and suc
cessfully ”

The address of the Birth Control International In-
formation Centre 1s Parliament Mansions, London,
SW 1, England Its officers are Marparet Sanger,
president, Gerda S Guy, treasurer, Edith How-Mar-
tyn, director

NEws FroM EVERYWHERE

The National Commuttee on Federal Legislation for
Birth Control, Margaret Sanger, chatrman, will hold
a three day conference in Washington on Jan 15, 16 and
17 Population problems, religious and health questions,
family and community welfare, health and economic
recovery will be discussed at open meetings Contracep-
tive techrmque and standards, and clhinic procedure will
be presented at a session open only to physicians and
clinic workers

The Canadian organszatron the Birth Control So
ciety of Hamilton, Ontario, was founded in December,
1931 It has recently issued an outline of 1ts work and
aims, an excellently written and effectively printed six-
teen page pamphlet The following excerpts give a con
cise picture of the Society’s program

Ams of the Birth Control Society of Hamilton

1 To maintan a chinic where married women shall
be nstructed in contraceptive methods by a qualified
doctor at the request of their doctor and 1n the interests
of the community, 1n accordance with the Law of the
Dominion of Canada

2 To awaken the people of this City to the true aims
of the birth control movement and 1ts beneficial effects
upon the race

3 To collect and correlate the data concerning the
social, economic and physical Iife of our patients

3 To abolish abortion

A good birth control method must be rehable, harm-
less, easy to learn, and cheap The first two qualifica
tions have been achieved The third necessitates clinic
instruction As to the fourth, clinical advice 15 given
free to all those who bring a card signed by their doc
tors The supplies for each woman for a year cost
about $3 00 Those who can pay for these supplies are
asked to do so, but those who cannot pay are never
refused

From the point of view of the commumty 1t 1s 1n
teresting to note that of the 500 women wha have been
to the clinic who would have had babies, at a cost to
the commumty of about $60 for hospital care, each
little newly born citizen would immediately go on
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city relief Thus the comparative cost of $3 00 per yzar
would seem to argue that 1t 1s undoubtedly cheap

It 15 the birthright of every child to be cared for and
prouded for Strange though it may seem, constructive
birth control is based on love of children, more and
more children who are well cared for and planned for,
fewer and fewer of the offspring of exhausted mothers,
over-burdened fathers and overcrowded homes

Birth control 1s also based on the belief that wherever
knowledge can be used to overcome the cruelty and
waste of nature 1t should be allowed to do so, and
finally, among those who advocate birth control, there
1s an active revolt at the injustice of the denial to the
poor of knowledge widely circulated among the well-
to-do

The Indiana Medical Society devoted its October
24th meeting to a Symposium on Birth Control and dis
cussed the relation of the birth control movement to the
medical profession The following papers were pre
sented
History of the Burth Control Movement in dmerica

Charles O McCormick, M D
Social Implications of Birth Control, R Clyde White
Contraceptives Frank A Walker, M D
Controversial Points A M Mendenhall, M D
Legal Aspects, Murray N Hadley, M D
Discussion Max A Bahr, M D, Lows H Segar,
MD

Mrs F Robertson Jones prestdent of the American
Birth Control League, will be the chief speaker at the
annual meeting of the Rhode Island Birth Control
League on November 2nd Mrs Jones will also visit
Mrs Deane Small, president of the Maimne Birth Con
trol League, and confer with members of the board

Dr Eric M Matsner, director of the national
League, will speak under the auspices of the Children’s
Welfare Federation and the New York Tuberculosis &
Health Association on November 8th His address is
one of a series of lectures on Maternal and Child
Health On November 14th, Dr Matsner will ad-
dress the Yonkers Section of the National Counal of
Jewish Women on Sterilization of the Unfit The
Yonkers Protestant and Catholic Big Sisters have been
mvited to attend the meeting Dr Matsner will also
lecture on November 20th on the Physiology of Preg-
nancy 10 a series on Introduction to Parenthood of-
fered by the Child Study Association of America

The New Jersey League of Women Voters 1s spon
soring a permussive bull for the sterilization of the feeble-
minded 1n their state This bill has been endorsed by
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York Mrs George A Dunning Pennsylvania Mrs Henry
Solomon Rhode Island Mrs A E Wlilson Harrlson Va

ERICM MATSNER MD Medweal Director

RUTH TOPPING Ezecutive Director
STELLA HANAU Publications Director

AFFILIATED STATE ORGANIZATIONS

ARKANSAS EUGENICS ASSOCIATION
1806 Arch Street, Little Rock

CONNECTICUT BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
79 Trumbull Street New Haven

DELAWARE BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
1019 Pine Street Wilmington

FLORIDA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
1010 West Avenue Miami Beach

ILLINOIS BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
203 N Wabash Avenue Chicago

INDIANA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
4205 Washington Blvd Indlanapolis

RENTUCKY BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
R R No 1 Box 514 Louisville

MAINE BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
Cape Elizabeth Portland

BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE OF MASSACHUSETTS
18 Joy Street Boston

BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN
1222 Lake Drive 5 E Grand Rapids

MINNESOTA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
223 Walker Building Minneapolis

MATERNAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI
4817A Delmar Bivd

NEW YORK STATE BIRTH CONTROL FEDERATION
680 Madison Avenue New York

PENNSYLVANIA BIRTH CONTROL FEDERATION
1700 Walnut Street Philadelphia

RHODE ISLAND BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
163 N Main Street Providence

VIRGINIA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
2023 Monument Ave Richmond

The presmdent and secretary of each state league w
gwen n the Oclober ssue
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the Social Hygiene Department of the League as a
measure of economy for eight years In 1932, when the
Princeton Survey made a sumlar recommendation as
a means of reducing existing costs for the maintenance
of state institutions, the League redoubled its efforts
and had a bill introduced 1n the Legislature, 1t died 1n
committee Continuing 1ts interest in this measure, the
League 1s making a special study of sterilization and us
ing for reference the Sterilization Number of the BiaTu
ConTrROL REVIEW

Oklakoma has opened a new clinic 1n the Shattuck
Hospital, Shattuck, with Dr Oscar C Newman and
Dr John P Davis in charge

The Tennessee Birth Control Bureau, Nashwille,
under the direction of Mrs Susie D Kirtland, 15 tutiat-
ing a circulating library of books on birth control, eu
genics, population and so forth By charging a small
rental fee of two to three cents a day, 1t plans to defray
the initial cost of purchasing books This enterprise will
do much to promote an understanding of birth control
in Nashville An excellent i1dea

IN REPLY

How old s birth control?

In a sense, 1t dates from the pre historical period
in that some primitive societies possessed crude methods
of prevention little used because of the prevalence of
abortion and infanticide In a more important sense
birth control 1s recent Effective medical knowledge
dates from the Greek and Arabian physicians, but
Place (1822) began the socializing process now cul-
minating, through recent efforts, in climical aid and an
enlightened public opinion Mrs Sanger in the US A
and Dr Mane C Stopes in England have awakened
the public conscience as probably no two other people

have N EH

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW
Published monthly by the American Birth Control Leapue Inc
680 Madison Avenue New York N Y

Voo I No 2 (New Series) NovEMBER, 1938

Sent to all members of the American Birth Control League
and affiliated State Leagues

The American Birth Control League

Its A/1m To promote eugenic birth selection throughout
the Unmited States so that there may be rmore well bora and
fewer 1ll born children—a stronger, healthier and more
telligent race

BirTH CoNTROL REVIEW

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

PreparRATION FOR MARRIAGE edited by K M Walk-
et W W Norton and Co N Y $200

Sex DeTermINaTION, by F A E Crew, M D Metk
uen and Co Lid London England 3s

Sex 1N CHILDHOOD, by Ernest R Groves and Gladys
Hoagland Groves, Macaulay N Y $300

Sex LiFe anp Sex ETHics, by Rene Guyon John Lane
the Bodley Head Ltd London England 15s net

THE Eucenic PrepicaMENT, by § ] Holmes Har
court Braceand Co N Y $200

THE STorY oF CHILDBIRTH, by Dr Palmer Findley
Doubleday Doran N 'Y $300

SUGGESTED READING IN EUGENICS

ApprLiED Eugenics, by Paul Popence and Roswell
Johnson Macmillan, N 'Y $2 60

BuiLpkrs OF AMERICA, by L F Whitney and Ells-
worth Huntington Filliam Morrow and Co $3 50

CriME aND DEsTINY by Johannes Lange Charles
Bon:, N Y 50 cents

Hereprry anp Human ArfFairs by E M East
Scribner, N Y $350

Race HycieNe by Thurman B Rice Macmillan
N Y $450

THE CHiLbps Herepity, by Paul Popenoe W illiams
and Wilkins Baltimore $200

THE EvcENic PrepicaMENT, by § ] Holmes, Har-
court, Brace and Co N Y $200

WHAT Is EuceNics ?, by Leonard Darwin Galton Co ,
N Y $100
Suggested reading on a particular subject will ap

pear in this column each month, as well as a listing of

new publications
Our Book Department will fill orders for any of the

books listed above, and for any other beoks in our field



