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AS the ch~ ld  a r ~ g h t  to be well born? Has so H clety any need that the chdd should have that 
r ~ g h t ?  Has  the physman, when he undertakes to pro 
mote the health of the rlslng generatton, the r ~ g h t  to 
have under h ~ s  care only chddren for whom healthy 
growth and satisfactory development are poss~ble? Is 
the tune comlng when soclety must answer "yes"? W e  
belleve so 

W h a t  1s lt to be well born? W e  can not yet make 
a complete answer Human tralts are numerous, hu- 
man heredlty IS complex, and our soc~al organlzatlon 
greatly mul t~p l~es  the lntrlcacles of the problem Much 
careful lnvestlgatton 1s stdl needed upon the detalls of 
human hered~ty, upon cond~t~ons  makmg for fertll~ty 
and sterll~ty, and upon the Issues wh~ch  lnvolve not 
only the child but the home Into whlch the c h ~ l d  1s born 
T h e  general prlnc~ples of hered~ty and the Influence of 
environment have been established and are presented 
In every sectton of t h ~ s  report, but much work st111 
remalns to be done to quahfy the detalls of then opera 
tlon, part~cularly In regard to the human race W e  must 
face thls presslng human problem w ~ t h  true devot~on 
to the Interests of the ch~ldren yet unborn, whose lwes 
and usefulness, whose very souls depend upon our 
pledged faithfulness T h e  phys~cal and spmtual worlds 
are but two aspects of the same thmg O u r  efforts 
must be dlrected to see the problem whole, not sp l~ t  up 
Into separate parts, and to frame our lnvestlgatlon w ~ t h  
all human values uppermost In thought W e  must seek 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothmg but the truth 

Although we shall not know u n t ~ l  much further re 
search has been accornpllshed and educat~on d~gested 
what 1s a pract~cable soc~al defin~t~on of the condlt~on 
of bemg well born or what means soclety should take 
to apply ~ t s  defin~t~on to practice, every phys~c~an already 
knows of speclfic types of cases In whlch ~t 1s obv~ous 
that ch~ldren should not be born The  physlclan's crl- 
terla are better than those appl~ed by the general popu 
lace because h ~ a  are based on better mformat~on and 
on a more detached polnt of vlew, but there are laws 
In many states wh~ch  l m ~ t  the freedom and effect~ve 
ness w ~ t h  wh~ch  a physlc~an may glve adv~ce on these 
cases 

Upon the serlous problems mvolved In sterll~zat~on 

of the unfit, control of conception, prenatal hand~caps 
and b ~ r t h  mjurles, we urge the necessity of lntenslve 
study and unfettered educat~on, In order that our chll 
dren may be born w ~ t h  her~tage of mental and phys~cal 
health and Into favorable home environments and thus 
become effect~ve d~rectors of our nat~on's destmy 

T WINCATE TODD 

PRACTICAL TALKS WITH STATE BOARDS 

1 

T H E  October and November board meetlngs of 
state leagues are the most Important of the whole 

year, because a t  t h ~ s  tlme work for the entlre wmter 
must be organ~zed and launched 

One of the essent~als of effic~ent organlzatlon 1s the 
dlvlslon of labor I n  so far as practicable, let each 
Board member be respons~ble for a defin~te plece of 
work, as elther chamman or vlce chalrman of a com- 
mlttee T h e  commlttees needed may vary somewhat 
w ~ t h  local cond~t~ons,  but most state leagues will prob 
ably find ~t exped~ent to have commlttees on 1 Count)- 
or town organlzatlon, 2 Med~cal  cooperatlon, 3 Co- 
operation of soc~al workers, 4 Clmcs, 5 Meet~ngs and 
speakers, 6 Fund ralslng, membersh~ps, donat~ons, ben- 
efits, 7 Publ~c~ty ,  8 Nom~nat~ons  

If leadersh~p for these w~dely  d~verse branches of 
the work 1s not to be found among the present d~rectors 
of the league, autumn 1s the best tlme to strengthen the 
board by addmg new members, each of whom 1s qua11 
fied for the chalrmansh~p of a p?rtlcular commlttee 
A phys~c~an, for Instance, wovld probably make the 
best chamman for medtcal cooperatlon, whlle a noman 
I n v ~ n g  a w ~ d e  acqualntance throughout the state and 
able to travel would be a good cho~ce for cha~rman on 
county organlzatlon 

Another essent~al for effictent work 1s a careful plan 
Ask each chalrman to brmg to the next board meetlng 
a br~ef report on what has already been done In her 
field and what her commlttee hopes to accornpl~sh 
dur~ng  the year For example, suggest that the c h a ~ r  
man on cooperatlon of soc~al workers report what PO 

c ~ a l  agencles now refer women In t h e ~ r  care to doctors 
or clln~cs for contraceptwe adv~ce, and what steps her 
commlttee wlll take for wlnnlng over other agencles to 
t h s  pohcy , that the chal rm~n on rneetlngs find out what 



clubs, CIVIC groups and church socletles have not as yet 
had any dlscuss~on on b ~ r t h  control and make plans for 
gettlng the subject on them winter program, offermg 
them a cho~ce of speaker and t ~ t l e  (organ~zat~ons that 
would not conslder a talk on "B~rth Control" w ~ l l  often 
welcome one on "Planning the Famlly," "Rat~onal 
Parenthood," or "Populat~on Control") , that the chaw- 
man on med~cal cooperation prepare a map showlng ln 
wh~ch  parts of the state there are already physlc~ans 
w ~ l l ~ n g  and qual~fied to glve contraceptwe adv~ce and 
~n wh~ch parts there IS specla1 need for educat~onal work 
t h ~ s  comlng wlnter, and lay out a program for lnvltlng 
the physlc~ans In the latter d ~ s t r ~ c t s  to v~s l t  already exlst 
mg clln~cs, offermg them coples of D r  Matsner's O u t  
h e ,  The Technrque of Contraceptzon and asklng them 
to arrange for dlscuss~on of the subject by t h e ~ r  county 
med~cal socletles A map would be helpful also to the 
commlttee on organlzatlon If these maps are hung ~n 
the league's headquarters, they can be used to show 
progress month by month, each new county commlttee, 
each new cllnlc belng md~cated 

Once the work IS apport~oned and planned, progress 
should be made each month by every commlttee, and 
reported by ~ t s  chalrman a t  the board meetlng W ~ l l  
the state leagues send us the best reports they recelve 
from t h e ~ r  comm~ttees? W e  should hke e~ther  to pub 
11sh them ~n the REVIEW or to send them directly to 
the commlttees dolng slm~lar work ~n other states, so 
that each league may have the advantage of the ex 
perlence of the others 

I n  subsequent numbers of the REVIEW, we shall dls- 
cuss the work of the varlous commlttees, and we should 
be glad to answer questions sent ~n by state chammen 
W e  hope that t h ~ s  department may be of pract~cal 
value to them 

ELEANOR D ~ I G H T  JONES, 

Presrdent, Bmencan Bzrth Control League 

U n l ~ m ~ t e d  b~r ths  lead ~nev~tably to war and mlsery 
--see the effect ~n chron~c starvation ~n Ch~na,  ~n 
mll~tar~sm ~n Italy and elsewhere, and ~n the general 
h~story of man 

O n  the other hand, voluntary restramt prevents the 
Increase and tends toward the eventual d~sappear 
ance of the best cltlzens ~n everv countrv, leavlng the 
future In the hands of the less des~rable 

Hope hes In the education of these latter and ~n 
further and more drast~c measures to prevent so far 
as poss~ble the reproduct~on of the mentally and moral 
ly defect~ve 

JOSEPH LEE, 
Presrdent, PIayground Bssn of Bmerrca 

1 Contraceptlon IS an Important medical aspect of 
v ~ t a l  mportance to the Amer~can people 

2 Contraception should be under proper med~cal 
supervlslon and not under the control of the lalty 

3 Contraceptlon constltutes an mportant branch of 
preventwe medlctne today 

4 Contracept~ve adv~ce and treatment should be 
gwen by the family phys~c~an 

5 Physlc~ans deslrmg to gwe contraceptwe advlce 
and treatment should be mformed of the most modern 
and sc~ent~fic methods, and the Comm~ttee suggests that 
when necessary, further arrangements for post gradu- 
ate lnstructlorr be prov~ded by our State Soclety 

6 T h e  Increase of crlmmal abort~on, whlch may be 
consematlvely estimated at two mdllon a year ~n Amer 
Ica, would be materially reduced ~f contraceptwe meas- 
ures were sclentlfically admln~stered 

7 Contraception would mlnlmlze the number of 
therapeut~c abort~ons ln cases where pregnancy should 
never have occurred because of the presence of serlous, 
organlc maternal d~sease 

8 T h e  Commlttee IS rellably mformed that com- 
merc~al explo~tat~on IS bemg conducted by lay persons 
not properly qual~fied to glve contraceptwe advlce, and 
~t bel~eves that such explo~tat~on constltutes a menace 
to posterity 

9 T h e  med~cal profession, after a per~od of several 
years, ~n wh~ch contraceptlon has been largely under 
lay adm~n~stra t~on,  should assert leadership ~n an or- 
ganlzed way to control t h ~ s  problem 

10 T h e  Commlttee IS most strongly opposed to the 
glvlng of contraceptwe adv~ce and treatment w~thout  
a very thorough analysrs of the phys~cal, mental, soc~al, 
and economlc status of the appl~cant, and ~t further 
bel~eves that b ~ r t h  control should just as ardently en- 
courage parenthood where ~t IS md~cated as ~t should 
endeavor to prevent ~t where ~t IS contra-lnd~cated 

11 Your Commlttee, after due mvestlgatlon and 
cons~derat~on, recommends that the study of contracep 
tlon should be Indorsed by the medlcal profewon of the 
State of M ~ c h ~ g a n ,  and ~t suggests that a permanent 
commlttee be appomted for further research and In- 
vestgatlon 

DR ALEXANDER M CAMPBELL, Charrman 
Grand Rapzds 

DR JOHN L CHESTER Detrort 
DR W C ELLET Benton Harbor 



MICHIGAN 

M ~ c h ~ g a n  heads the 1s t  t h ~ s  fall w ~ t h  news of the 
utmost s~gnlficance to the b ~ r t h  control movement In  
1932 the M ~ c h ~ g a n  State Med~cal  Soaety appomted a 
Comm~ttee, under the cha l rmansh~~  of D r  Alexander 
Campbell, to make a study of blrth control and re 
port a t  the 1933 annual meetmg T h e  report, prlnted 
on page two, was accepted w ~ t h  the provlso that the 
commlttee contlnue ~ t s  study under the name Maternal 
Health Comm~ttee 

A second commlttee, conslstlng of D r  Harold C 
Mack, Chairman, Detrort D r  Norman Kretzechmar, 
Ann Arbor, D r  B W Malfrold, Flrnt D r  Harry 
Nelson, Detrort D r  C E Toshach, Sagrnaw was 
appo~nted by the Sect~on on Obstetrm and Gynecology 
I t  undertook to "lnvest~gate and summarize available 
~nformatton relatwe to the status of b ~ r t h  control In 
theory and practice, and to determine the a t t~ tude of the 
med~cal professron of the state of Mlch~gan ccncernmg 
t h ~ s  subject " E~ghteen hundred and forty-SIX answers 
were recewed In reply to a questlonnalre sent to each 
member of the Mlchlgan State Medlcal Soc~ety T h e  
questlon Are you tn fmor of btrth control9 was ans 
wered as follows 83  per cent, yes, 11 2 per cent, no, 
5 5 per cent, no answer Of  the 1846, 144 stated ob 
jectlons to b ~ r t h  control Among these the followmg 
were h t e d  rel~g~ous,  unnatural, publ~c would take 
advantage of ~ t ,  race su~c~de ,  Ignorance, unlawful, un 
necessary, patrlotlc reasons T h e  commlttee has pre 
pared full reports, dealmg w ~ t h  the subject f r o n  the 
legal, economlc, r e l~g~ous  and med~cal standpo~nt, whlch 
w ~ l l  be publ~shed In the MICHIGAN STATE MEDICAL 

JOURNAL. T h e  followmg brief excerpt md~cates the 
a t t~ tude of the commlttee 

"An analysrs of the questronnalres returned mdlcates 
that a favorable attltude IS held by a large majorlty of 
the profess~on I t  seems plaus~ble that eugenlc alms 
can best be reallzed by extendmg the knowledge of con 
traceptlon to and enforcing s ter l l l~at~on upon unde 
s~rable elements of soclety whose rate of propagation 

1s In excess of that of the apparently more des~rable 
classes A jud~c~ous  b ~ r t h  control program must also 
combat voluntary and Involuntary sterlllty among the 
eugen~cally more desirable elements ~f the harmful ef 
fect of a d~fferentlal blrth rate IS to be overcome In 
the final analys~s the phys~c~an must be gu~ded by the 
soc~al and economlc needs of the ~ndlv~dual  and the 
fam~ly, for what IS best for the health, and the soc~al 
and economlc welfare of the mdlv~dual IS undoubtedly 

"We, as a commlttee, are of the oplnlon that the 
blrth control movement should be gu~ded by the med~cal 
profess~on to exerclse a proper control of ~ t s  actlvltles, 
to assure a more jud~c~ous  use of methods wh~ch  are both 
harmless and effectwe when necessary or des~red, and 
to prevent exploltat~on of the l a ~ t y  by uneth~cal agencles 
and mdtvlduals " 

ARKANSAS 

T h e  clmx In L ~ t t l e  Rock, wh~ch  IS mamtamed by the 
Arkansas Eugen~cs Assoc~at~on, ch~efly serves women 
referred by soc~al agencles T h e  phys~c~ans, nurses and 
cler~cal workers serve w~thout  compensation 

CONNECTICUT 

T h e  Connect~cut B ~ r t h  Control B111, whlch was 
passed by the House and rejected by the Senate In May, 
was referred to a conference commlttee of both houses 
tn an attempt a t  compromise T h e  resultant subst~tute 
measure requ~red the consultat~on of two phys~c~ans, 
one of whom was to be des~gnated by the State Com- 
mlssloner of Health T h e  Connect~cut League, feeltng 
that the b ~ l l  was not consistent wlth the splrlt of the 
b ~ r t h  control movement, dld not support ~t T h e  lower 
house passed the revlsed bdl by a vote of 174 to 60, 
hut the Senate tabled ~t by a vrva voce on the last day 
of the sesslon 

DELAWARE 

T h e  Board of D~rectors, meetlng on September 13th, 
l n~ t~a ted  plans for ralslng funds to carry on the wmter's 
work The  Wllmmgton clmc, mamtamed by the league, 
IS open one day a week, w ~ t h  D r  Verna Stevens In 
charge at the mornmg sesston and D l  F Earle Spencer 
a t  the atternoon sewon Mrs  Ella N McComb, R N , 
IS In tull tlme attendance Approximately one t h ~ r d  of 
the patlents come from the underprlvdeged group and 
pay no fee 

ILLINOIS 

T h e  League had a booth a t  the International Con 
gress of Women, held a t  the Falmer House, Ch~cago, 
In August V ~ s ~ t o r s  from all parts of the world were 
told about the work In Illlno~s and glven ~nformat~on 
about the movement in Amer~ca T h e  League w11l con 

T h r  first Kentucky c l ~ n ~ c  opened In Loulsv~lle on 
June 19th w ~ t h  one sesslon weekly D r  Esther Wallner 
IS the staff phyc~c~an and M r s  Lucille Rogers IS the 
soc~al worker 

MISSOURI 

T h e  follow~ng statement regard~ng the name of the 
M ~ s s o u r ~  organlzatton wdl be read w ~ t h  Interest - 

best for the race T h e  Maternal Health Assoctatlon of M ~ s s o u r ~  wac 



begun and superv~sed by leadmg obstetr~ctans of St 
LOUIS who saw the need for some form of B ~ r t h  Con 
trol In the State T h e ~ r  ~ d e a  was to make contraceptwe 
adv~ce ava~lable In order to conserve the health of the 
mother when threatened by such cond~t~ons  as, 

( a )  Const~tutional d~seases of the mother 
(b)  Hered~tary d~seases of e~ the r  parent 
(c) Cr~mmal  abort~on wh~ch  often follows too fre 

quent ch~ldbearmg 
(d )  Too many ch~ldren, undermmng the mother's 

health and reactmg on the new born chdd 
St LOUIS bemg a very conservatlve c~ ty ,  ~t was felt 

that the people would more readdy accept the organ1 
zatlon under the head of Maternal Health Assoc~at~on 
than to use a name contalnmg the phrase "b~r th  con 
trol," which ~mmed~ately arouses prejud~ce I n  accord 
ance w ~ t h  our name we adv~se only women who have 
had one or more ch~ldren W e  hope, however, to ex 
tend our field of actlvlty as soon as the Federal and 
State laws permlt 

The  Assoc~at~on 1s organmng a lendmg l~brary to 
stmulate a better understandmg of b ~ r t h  control T h e  
Nat~onal League has presented a file of the REVIEW, 
and other mater~al to  the hbrary 

NEW YORK 

T h e  New York State Federat~on IS steaddv develop 
mg ~ t s  county commlttees SIX countles are already or 
ganlzed 

Albany County T h e  Albany County Comm~ttee was 
organ~zed In May, 1933 B ~ r t h  control service 1s pro 
v~ded through a cl ln~c at the Albany hospital Specla1 
commlttees on education and membersh~p wdl  carry on 
the ch~ef actlvltles t h ~ s  fall 

K t n p  County Three  mothers' health centers are 
now operatmg T h e  attendance has been very favorable 
and there 1s an excellent adv~sory committee of Brook- 
lyn doctors 

Monroe County A Med~cal  Adv~sory board has 
been formed It 1s hoped that a settlement or hosp~tal 
w ~ l l  soon be found In wh~ch  to open a center 

Nassau County T h e  Nassau County Comm~ttee 
opened a center In the Matmecock Ne~ghborhood Ac 
soclatlon a t  Locust Valley, Long Island, on May  3rd, 
1933 There hare been 21 sessions through Septembr~ 
15th Up to the present tlme all expenses of the Center 
(salaries, suppl~es, equrpment, prlntlng, rent, etc ) have 
been met by contr~but~ons from mterested ne~ghbors 
A general appeal for funds has just been sent out In 
Nassau County Pat~ents have come ch~efly from the 
local V~smng  Nurses Assoc~at~on and Welfare agen 
cles 

N e w  Y o r k  C t t y  Commtttee E ~ g h t  mothers health 
centers are now sponsored by the New York C ~ t y  Com- 
mlttee Attendance a t  these centers comes chtefly 
through soc~al agencles, as a result of the New York 
C ~ t y  Comm~ttee's actwtles In contacting soc~al work 
ers 

Onondaga County T h e  Maternal Welfare Serv~ce 
of the Onondaga B ~ r t h  Control League opened ~ t s  cen- 
ter a t  464 James Street, Syracuse, on June 20th D r  
Sarah E W h ~ t e  IS In charge T h e  Assoc~ated Char~ t~es ,  
the Chddren's Bureau, the Free D~spensary, the Jew~sh 
C h a r ~ t ~ e s  and three hosp~tals have endorsed the center 
and t h e ~ r  soc~al workers are author~zed to refer patlents 

T h e  Federat~on announces wrth deep regret the death 
of rts first vlce pres~dent, MRS CHAUNCEY J HAMLIN 
of Buffalo M r s  H a m l ~ n  was a lead~ng spmt In na- 
t~onal  and local b ~ r t h  control work 

PEVNSYLVANIA 

T h e  Pennsylvan~a B ~ r t h  Control Federat~on In con 
junctlon w ~ t h  the South East Pennsylvan~a B ~ r t h  Con 
trol League conducted a campalgn t h ~ s  summer, not 
only to rase  money but to Interest new people Before 
t h ~ s  campalgn started a l ~ s t  of approxmately 5,000 
names was carefully compJed, mcludmg executwe com 
mlttees and board members of soc~al agencles and hos 
p~ta ls  throughout the south east d ~ s t r ~ c t  It 1s Interest 
mg to note that 50 per cent of the returns came from 
new people 

T h e  South East Pennsylvan~a League has been co 
ordmatmg the organlzatlon and the cltn~cal work 
There are now seven Phdadelph~a cl~nlcs, the newest 
one 1s at 2104 Jefferson Street, under the med~cal d~rec- 
tlon of D r  V ~ r g l n ~ a  Alexander O u r  P~ttsburgh clmx 
has enlarged tts quarters and 1s plannmg for a much 
larger centralized c lmc for the wlnter T h e  Com 
mlttee In Easton has already ra~sed sufficient funds 
to support its c lmc  for the ensulng year Beth- 
lehem, W~lkes-Barre, Lancaster, Chester and Readmg 
have flour~sh~ng c l ~ n ~ c s  There 1s every prospect of 
openlng add~ t~ona l  c l ~ n ~ c s  In other countles t h ~ s  fall 

T h e  State Federat~on and South East League w ~ l l  
hold theu annual meetmgs and elect~on of officers In 
November as usual 

A Pennsylvanra Appeal Let ter  

T h e  severely pruned budget of our three groups for 
the comlng year requlres $15,000 add~ t~ona l  funds 
T h ~ s  money 1s to go toward the actual work of g w n g  
needy mothers med~cal advlce and attention wh~ch  they 
seek from establ~shed c l ~ n ~ c s  It w ~ l l  also glve a ~ d  and 



counsel to many groups who w ~ s h  us to open other 
Maternal Health centers 

T h e  rnsrstent demand for B ~ r t h  Control has doubled 
In the last year The  s~gn~ficance of spacing ch~ldb~rths  
Increases In these present tmes  of busmess depress~on 
I t  IS fundamental rel~ef because ~t 1s preventwe and not 
palhatwe T h e  work ~n c l ~ n ~ c s  and In educatmg the pub 
IIC to ~ t s  effectweness furn~shes not only ~mmed~ate  help 
but Insurance for our soc~al structure ~n the future 

May we suggest that t h ~ s  work deserves a worth 
whde place in your ph~lanthrop~c budget? 

THE NEW DEAL 

A N A N T H R O P O L O G I S T  tells of an aged 
woman bemg fastened as a target for her grand- 

son's arrows that for the sake of the many a hfe which 
had finally become burdensome to the group should be 
extmguished W e  r~ghtfully reco~l from such barbar- 
~ t y ,  but IS rt more c ~ v ~ l ~ z e d  to burden soclety w ~ t h  the 
care of hopelessly handcapped ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l s  who are 
never able to become an asset to the group, and whose 
birth and existence brmg chiefly suffermg to them- 
selves and others? 

T h e  goal of the New Deal mvolves opportunity 

for youth, justlce for the worker, and securlty for old 
age T h e  r~ghtful  complement of the N R A drwe for 
economlc and soc~al rehabhtat~on 1s an adjustment of 
the populat~on problem Never was the promotion of 
a sound and sc~ent~fic program for b ~ r t h  control more 
essent~al For there 1s no surer method of perpetuating 
the vicious c~rcles of poverty and soc~al madequacywh~ch 
retard progress than by the reckless breedmg of those 
who are most poorly equipped In culture and economic 
status to rear fam~lres The  acceleration of the move 
ment for s t e r~ l~za t~on  of the mentally unfit denotes an 
mtelhgent appra~sal of that aspect of the problem, the 
tragedy of large famhes among the lower economlc 
strata 1s stdl outstandmg 

And yet the menace of "breedocracy" IS abroad rn 
the spmt of the world Italy, France, and Germany, 
among others, are promoting a r t ~ f i c ~ a l l ~  st~mulated 
dr~ves for mcreased populat~ons A false nat~onal~sm 
may easdy lnsplre a s ~ m ~ l a r  mob sentiment here 

I honor the work of the Amer~can B ~ r t h  Control 
League to the end that recogn~zed clmcs may openly 
and sc~ent~fically instruct the needy In methods of 
b ~ r t l ~  control Only a foolish obscurant~sm ~ n s ~ s t s  that 
a socral lnventlon wh~ch  has already taken ~ t s  place In 
the culture patterns of more favored classes shall be 
"bootleg" knowledge for the many 

WILLIAM WHITCOMB WHITEHOUSE, 
Dean Albron College Michrgan 

England THE PRACTITIONER, a medral  journal, 
brmgs out ~ t s  September Issue as a specla1 b ~ r t h  control 
number Lord Thomas Horder, presrdent of the Na 
t~onal B ~ r t h  Control Assoc~ation, pomts out that brrth 
control becomes a less controversral subject every year, 
Havelock Elhs d~scusses the need for populat~on re 
strictlon, and D r  Eardley Holland states that "con 
traceptlon does not exert any injurious phys~olog~c or 
psycholog~c effects " 

The  London Correspondent of the JOURNAL OF TH E 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, under date of Sep 
tember 23, wrttes "The b ~ r t h  control movement har 
made progress ~n the half century since Charles Brad 
laugh's prosecution This progress, hke ~ t s  mceptlon, 
has largely been due to the work of lay persons, and 
the med~cal profess~on, w ~ t h  the exception of one prom 
inent advocate, D r  C V Drysdale, for a long tune 
took no part In the movement The  publrcat~on of the 
works of D r  M a n e  Stopes (who IS not a phys~c~an but 
a doctor of sc~ence) has recently given further Impetus 
to the movement, In wh~ch  an Important sectton of the 
med~cal profess~on has at  last jomed T h e  only oppos~ 
tlon has come from re l~g~ous persons, on the ground that 
b ~ r t h  control IS ~mmoral The  Roman Cathohc Church 
1s u n ~ o m ~ r o m ~ s ~ n g l y  condemnatory and ~ t s  members in 
the med~cal profess~on attempted to organme some op 
position But nothing IS heard of this now, not because 
the opponents have changed them mmds but because 
they realme that they cannot check the movement I t  
has now too many ~nfluent~al supporters" 

Prance A specla1 number of the French per~od~cal 
PAMPHLET IS devoted to b ~ r t h  control and the prob 
lems of removing legal restrictions ~n France Alfred 
Fabre Luce, the ed~tor, pleads for the use of methods 
wh~ch are sc~ent~fic and ~n accord w ~ t h  the d~ctates of 
pubhc health H e  laments the fact that rn France, 
alone, the spread of b~r th  control practrce 1s not fullj 
developed, and explains the att~tudes of the Cathohcs 
and the Protestants toward the problems of family Inn 
itatlon H e  sees In all countries a tendency to recognize 

the necessity for some form of famdy ltmitat~on 

Germany A new sterll~zat~on law, des~gned "to ald 
111 the el~mmation of offsprmg w ~ t h  marked hered~tary 
defects and thus to promote a rac~al improvement," will 
go into effect on January 1st I t  IS antic~pated that t h ~ s  
law wrll be followed by posltlve leg~slat~ve measures 
to protect famil~es of sound hered~ty 

Holland An Instttute for the Invest~gat~on of Hered 
~ t y  has recently been establ~shed at the Hague At the 
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request of ~ t s  d~rector, D r  J Sanders, the League has 
sent a complete file of the REVIEW and other publ~ca 
tlons to the Inst~tute L~brary 

Zndta A Calcutta press dlspatch announces that the 
Governor of French I n d ~ a  has Invoked the French ant1 
B ~ r t h  Control Law of July, 1920, m all French settle- 
ments ln Indra ( A m n i a  Bazm Patrzka-Aug , 1933 ) 

B n n t c  Besant champion of b ~ r t h  control, free speech, 
woman suffrage, home rule and other l~beral causes, d ~ e d  
tn I n d ~ a  on September 20th Mrs  Besant would have 
been 86 years old on October 1st She and Charles 
Bradlaugh were t r~ed  on the charge of d~strlbut~ng 185,- 
000 coples of D r  Knowlton's book T h e  F r u t i s  of 

Phzlosophy ln 1877 Them t r ~ a l  and exoneration 

brought blrth control before the publlc and resulted ~n 
the formation of the Malthus~an League 

Wisconstn A subst~tute amendment takmg the place 
of the "O'Malley Blrth Control B111" was passed by 
the Wlscons~n Leg~slature ~n July The  unfortunate 
feature of the bdl, whlch 1s concerned only w ~ t h  the 
advertls~ng or display of Indecent art~cles, hes ln the 
definmon of the term T h e  Act reads as follows 

To  create setiron 351 235 of the rtulules, rclnrrng l o  the ad  
ccrfrrmg, drrplay or ~ a l c  of tndccrnt uritclcr, and pro 
vrdrng a prnalty 

Secr~nw 1  A new secnon 1s added to  the statutes to read 
351 235 ADVERTISING OR DISFLAY O F  IYDECENT 
ARTICLES SALE IN CERTAIN CASES PROHIBITED 

(1) As used 10 t h ~ s  chapter, the term mdecent artlcles 
means any drug, medlcrne, mrxture, preparatlon, rnstrument, 
artrcle or  devrce of whatsoever nature used or Intended or  
re~resented  to he used to  procure a mlscarrlaae or prevent - 
pregnancy 

( 2 )  No person. firm or corporatlon shall publlsh drstrrbute , . 
or circulate any circular, card, advertisement or  notrce of 
any h n d  ufferrng or  advertlsrng any mdecent artlcle for 
sale nor shall exhrbrt or d~splay  any rndecent artrcle to the 
pubhc 

(3 )  No person, firm or corporatron shall manufacture, pur 
chase, or  rent, or  have In hls or ~ t s  possewon or under hrs 
or rts control, any slot machme, or other mechanrsm or 
means so deslgned and constructed as to contarn and hold 
Indecent artlcles and to release the same upon the deposlt 
thereln of a coln or  otber thlng of value 

(4) No person firm or  corporatlon shall sell or dlspose of 
or attempt or offer to sell or  drspose of any lndecent artlcleq 
to or  for any unmarried person, and no sale m any case of 
any rndecent artrcles shall be made except by a pharmacrst 
registered under the provrslons of Chapter 151 or a phy 
srcran or  surgeon duly llcensed under the laws of thls state 

(5 )  Any perqons firm or  corporatron vrolatlng any pro 
vlslon of thls sectlon shall he deemed gullty of a rnlsdemeanor 
and upon convlcuon thereof shall he punlshed by a fine of 
not less than one hundred or  more than five hundred dollars 
o r  by rmprlsonment In the county jar1 for not to exceed srx 
months, or  by both such fine and rmprlsonment In addttron 
thereto, any Ilcense, permrt o r  reglstratlon certificate lssued 
under any law or  ordrnancc to any such person, firm o r  cor 
poratlon, shall be cancelled or  revoked 

SECTION 2 T h ~ s  act shall take effect upon passage and puh 
lrcatlon 

A N ESSENTIAL part of the populat~on problem 
1s to get the people to see that they are confronted 

wlth a cond~t~on, not a theory Flxed attitudes and pre 
jud~ces are hard to break down, and the publlc IS not 
eas~ly Impressed w ~ t h  what ~t has been taught to regard 
as at most a remote danger T h e  Amencan farmer wdl 
not soon belleve that overpopulat~on 1s lmmment There 
are, moreover, speculattve and other Interests wh~ch 
profit by populat~on Increase And there are many tlm~d, 
opt~mlstlc folk, dominated by tradltlonal moral and 
rel~g~ous sentiment, whose rat~onalmng procl~vlt~es 
prevent them from faclng the Issue squarely T o  avo~d 
a d m ~ t t ~ n g  early danger of overpopulatton, they lnstl 
tute an lmaglnary mrgratlon to the jungles of South 
Amer~ca, or grasp at the straw of synthet~c food and 
lntra atom~c energy I t  goes w~thout  saylng that no 
bank would lend money to a busmess man whose plans 
for future solvency were as vlslonary as those of the 
opt~mlsts who think we need not worry over popula 
tlon lncrease It 1s a fault of populat~on theory that 
~t IS man-made Thrs also puts a black mark agalnst 
trad~tlonal optlm~stlc att~tudes, and agalnst cameral~s- 
t ~ c  and mercantdnt~c populatton pollc~es from Freder~ck 
the Great down to our own tune Such att~tudes and 
such pollc~es never count the v ~ t a l  costs of a hlgh btrth- 
r a t e t h e  costs to the women of the race 

A B WOLFB 
Scnpps Founda t ton  f o r  Popukatron Rerearch  



T h e  Amer~can B ~ r t h  Control League has rn~t~ated 

a book department equ~pped to fill all orders for books 
at regular 11st prtces, and to suggest author~tat~ve books 
on btrth control, marriage, sex educat~on, eugenlcs and 
allied subjects The follow~ng recent books are recom- 

mended for your league, community, or personal 11- 
brary 

GROWING INTO MANHOOD by Roy E Dwkerson, As- 
socratton Press Y M C A N Y $1 00 

LIFE IN THE MAKING, by Alan Frank G~t tmacher ,  

M D Vtktng Press, N Y $2 75 
MY FIGHT FOR BIRTH COATROL, by Margaret Sanger 

Farrar & Remhart, N Y $3 00 
T H ~  HYGIENE OF MARRIAGE, by Mdlard S Everett 

Vanguard Press N Y $2 50 
THE SEX FACTOR IN MARRIAGE, by Helena Wright 

Vanguard Press N Y $2 00 

THE REVIEW FOR PERMANENT RECORD 
If your personal file of the REVIEW IS ~ncomplete, we 

shall be glad to supply mlsslng numbers w~thout  charge 
Wr~te at once, as some Issues are already out of prlpt 

THE REVIEW IS now avadable for publ~c reference 

~n more than 150 libraries throughout the country 

Requests for addit~onal copies are coming to us dally 

If you have no further use for back numbers of the 

REVIEW, kmdly send them to the League office by ex- 
press or parcel post collect In  t h ~ s  way, you w ~ l l  help 

us put the h~story of the b ~ r t h  control movement on 
permanent record ~n many communmes 

T h e  following numbers are part~cularly needed - 
February, Apr~ l ,  1931, January, Apr~ l ,  May, Novem- 

ber, 1932 

Never d ~ d  the soc~al extgencles of the hour so com- 
pletely just~fy a clear lnsrstence on the reasons for and 
the mechan~cs of b ~ r t h  control At no other time in my 
lrfe has ~t seemed to me so Important that care should 
go to the bear~ng of ch~ldren I am glad to see the 

Amer~can Birth Control League undertake the responsl- 

b~lity of advlsmg the publ~c ~n t h ~ s  matter, wtth renewed 

assurance and enlarged ~ntelligence I feel that the 

matter has become more and more one of general so- 
clal concern, and w ~ s h  you every success ~n the con- 

duct of your campalgn MARY AUSTIN 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The annual meettng of the Amerrcan Brrth Control League 

wtll be held tn New York on January 17th and 18th, 1934 
Program and speakers wtll be announced tn the next tssue 
All members and frtends of the btrth control movement are 
urged to attend 

The  Arner~can Blrth Control League 

AFFILIATED STATE ORGANIZATIONS 

ARKANSAS EUGENICS ASSOCIATION 
180s Arch Street. Little Rock 

Mrs Edward Cornlsh Charmun 
Mr Graham Roots Hall Secretory 

CONNECTICUT BlRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
79 Trnmbull Street New Haven 

Dr A N Creadlck Rendent 
Mra E B Reed Secrctary 

DELAWARE BlRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
lolo Plne Street Wllmln(lton 

Mrs George A Elllott Jr Rutdcnt 
Mm J Danlorth Bush Sccrctc~y 

FLORIDA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
lolo West Avenue Miami Beach 

Mrs John R McKay Rcndent 

GFORGIA BlRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
Peachtree St & Battle Ave Atlanta 

Mrs R G McAllley Prendent 
Mrs H R Armstrong Secrctary 

ILLINOIS BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
908 N Wabash Avenue Chlccaso 

Mrs Benjamln Ca nkr Remdcnt 
Mrs Efie ~eannecon Ezecuttvc Secrebry 

INDIANA BlRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
tros Washington Blvd Indianapolis 

Mrs Lee Burns Resident 
Mrs Theodore B GrlWtb Scmetary 

KENTUCKY BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
R R No 1 Box 514 Lauls\llle .. .. - ~ - 

Mrs Charles G Tachau Rendent 
Mrs Winfield Waters Secretary 

MAlNF BlRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
Cape Elizabeth Portland 

Mrs Deane Small Rutdent 

BlRTH CONTROL LEAGUE OF MASSACHUSETTS 
la Joy Street, Boston 

Mrs Oakes Ames Rendent 
Miss Caroline L Carter Ezecuttve S~crctory 

BlRTH CONTROL LEAGUE OF MICHIGAN 
l9Pe Lake Drive S E Grand Raplds 

Mrs Morton Keeney Ruldent 
Mrs Thomas F McAlllater Secretary 

MINNESOTA BlRTH COYTROL LEAGUE 
eta  Walker build in^ MlnneaWlls ... - 

Mrs Frederick G Atkinson Renden: 
Mrs H B Wileox Secrctary 

MATERNAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF MISSOURI 
4a17A Delmar Blvd 

Mr Alvln J Godbar Premdent 
M n  Ralph Coehlan Secretcuy 

NEW YORK STATE BIRTH CONTROL FEDERATION 
as9 Madison Avenue New York 

Mrs George C Barclay Rutdent 
Mrs Frederlc Cromwell Secretary 

PENNSYLVANIA BIRTH CONTROL FEDERATION 
1700 Walnut Street Phlladel~hla 

Stuart Mudd M D Prendent 
Mrs George A Dunning Secretary 
Mrs Alleyne C Martin Ezccutlve Secretary 

RHODE ISLAND BlRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
183 N Main Stcet Pnwfdence ..- ~ ~ 

Mrs Henry Salomon Rendent 
Mrs Robert J Beede Secretary 

VIRGINIA BlRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
2098 Monument Aye Rlchmond 

Mrs A E Wilson Harrison Rwtdent 
Miss Anne B Jones Secretary 



IN REPLY tlfic criticism of the theory and of these two books by 
Professor Carl G Hartman was publ~shed In the May 

W e  lnvlte our readers to send inquiries on all ~hases 1933 issue of the REVIEW D r  E r ~ c  M Matsner, 
of birth control work for reply and d~scussion Each medical dlrector of the League, sums up the matter 
subsequent Issue wdl reply In detall to one question of 

as follows "There are a serles of non-fertlle days In the 
general Interest 

menstrual cvcle But the varlatlon between different 

The  first b~r th  control clmc in Amer~ca was opened 
by Margaret Sanger In October, 1916 The following 
figures ~nd~cate  the steady growth of cl~nical service 
unce then In  January, 1932, there were 104 centers 
for contraceptlve advice, in January, 1933, there were 
121, by June the number had rncreased to 133 and 
today, October, 1933, the total has reached 137 

Should welfare groups be asked to pay fees for clrents 
they send to birth control clrnrcr? 

Log~cally, yes, smce they must pay for the care of 
the unwanted chdd whlch m~ght be born ~f contraceptlve 
rrvlce were not available Practically, the request 
should not be so inslstent as to alienate the welfare 
groups There IS a growlng tendency to r e  blrth con- 
trol as a matter of publ~c health As such it m~ght well 
be financed by welfare groups and public funds In  t h ~ s  
connection a a Interesting to note that the clinic In 

Has any relzgrous group recently cndorsrd brrth 
controlp 

An lnfluentd group of Quaker-the Specla1 Com- 
mlttee of the Women's Problems Group of Philadel- 
ph~a  Yearly Meetmg of Fr lendc~ssued a statement 
favorable to the movement In April, 1933 I t  empha- 
sized the pos~tlve aspects of b~r th  control In these well- 
chosen words 

"In the mmds of a great many people the term 'blrth 
control' has come to mean but one th~ng ,  limitation or 
prevention of the birth of chlldren through contracep 
tlve methods W e  understand ~t to imply much more 
than that W e  use the term m a broad sense to mean 
voluntary parenthood by the regulatron of the number 
of chddren and the tune of their conception T h ~ s  means 
plannmg for ch~ldren and spacmg them according to 
the best Interests of the farn~ly " 

Grand Rapids, M~ch~gan,  1s tax supported How can socud workers be contacted and brought 
Where can one find data on the sosolled safe perrod, rnto the movcmentP 

surtable for lay readrngp This questlon e of wtal importance and is frequently 
The two books ~ssued for the laymen by the Cathe asked I t  effects the financmg of clin~c work, the num- 

IIC press are The  Rhythm of Stenlrty and Pertrlrty tn ber and kmd of patients, the place of birth control In 
W o m e l  by Leo J Latz, M D (Latz Foundat~on. Chi- soaal service work W e  have asked Carol K Nash, field 
cago) and The Stenle Perrod m Famrly Lrfe by Very secretary of the New York C ~ t y  Committee and a so- 
Rev Valere J Coucke and James J Walsh, M D cial worker of w ~ d e  experience, to d~scuss the matter 
(Joseph F Wagner, New York) A revlew and sclen fully In the November Issue -EDITOR s NOTE 
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The Amrncan Brrth Control League 
I f :  Atm To promote eugentc btnh selectton throughout 

the Untted States ao that there mav he more well born and 
fewer 111 born chrldren-a stronger, healthrer and more an 
rrlltgent race 


