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QUALITY OF POPULATION 
F r a  Committee Ftnd~ngs of the Report on "Recent S o c d  Trends" 

0 1. THE two ways of improving the inherited qualities of a people, 
the first, mutation, may be dismissed, since our knowledge is still 

too limited, the second, selection and breeding for desirable qualities, 
offers possibilities 

But what are the practical possibilities of improving a people by 
conscious selection? The lack of knowledge concerning heredity and 
the composition of the chromosomes of pro~pective is undoubt- 
edlv an obstacle. but breeders of livestock have accomplished results 
wi<hout this information The obstacles he rather inLobtaining the 
necessary control, in the lack of agreement as to which combinat~on of 
t r a~ t s  is desirable, and in the difficulty in mating of combinmg sent]- 
mental and sp~ritual values mth  biologwal values The problem is one 
of research from which in time higher eugemc ideals may emerge 

More immediately urgent is the need of preventing individuals 
with undesired inheritable traits from hav~ng offsprmg Such a policy 
could be enforced in the more marked cases of feeblemndedness, of 
which there are less than 100,000 institutionb, but for the large num- 
bers outside of institutions, variously estimated in the millions, who is 
to decide? The abilities of individuals shade down from competency to 
idiocy, and it is not a t  all certain that all low grades of mentality are 
caused by heredity So mth  the other objectionable types, the insane 
and crimmaIs, it is not known that the factors producing them are 
inherited Men often commit criminal acts because of social conditions 
Crime fluctuates with the business cycle I n  a s~milar manner, certain 
types of social experience conduce to insanity For  example, there was 
a higher percentage of rejections because of mental disorder among 
men drafted for the United States Army from cities than from rural 
areas A few states have passed laws providing for the sterilization of 
certain inmates of state ~nstitutions by an operation reported to be 
otherwise harmless 

I f  conscious control of select~on now seems remote, it should be re- 
membered that selection IS continually occurrmg nonetheless, and that 
a policy is demanded Natural selection has not ceased and the modern 
urban environment may be quite as rigorous as that of nature in devel- 
oping or suppressing physical or mental traits Discoveries regarding 
birth control already represent a powerful device for implementing 
policies of selection, and the birth rate, itself a selective agent, is much 
higher among the groups with a low income than among those mth a 
higher income The association, however, between large incomes and 
desirable hereditary t ra~ ts  may not be very marked 

-Recent Soclal Trends an the Unzted States, page xmrz 



B i r t h  C o n t r o l  R e v i e w  
V O L  X V I I  M A R C H ,  1933 N o  3 

C O N T E N T S  

SOCIAL TRENDS A N D  BIRTH CONTROL By Joseph J 
Spengler 61 

Do ITALIAN Woxew OBEY M U ~ ~ ~ L I N I ?  By Gaetano Sal- 
vemini 64 

A New WOED By Mmam Allen De Ford 66 
THE N ~ a m  AND BIRTH & N ~ L  By E Frankhn Framer 68 

Boos REVIEWS By Le Mon Clark, Jay Rumyaneck, May- 
nard Sh~pley 71 

NEWS NOTE# 74 
Lrmrlm 76 
R ~ w w  L-Y ROLL 77 

Publuhed on the +rt 01 the month bu the Atnertcan BwNL Control 
League, Inc 6.90 Madrron Avenue New York C ~ t y  

Blwb C d u  SO cents. 0 00 prr vcor $8 SO two vcorr 
Canada a& Foreign add 26 cent8 &hpc pcr year 

Entered M Semnd Class Matter March I1 1018 at the PmtoEk at 
New Yo* N Y .under the Ad of March 8 1870 

F AR reaching in its implications is the fact 
that the Report of the President's Re- 

search Comm~ttee on Social Trends,reviewed 
in this issue, places birth control once and for 
all in the category of actual events in dis- 
tmction to arguable or questionable theor- 
ies Birth control is not discussed, pro and 
con, but is accepted as a matter of course, as 
a factor in population trends, particularly 
the trend toward smaller sized families 
Though there may be a difference of opmion 
as to what constitutes the optimum popula- 
tion of the future, the necessity for some 
sort of population control is clearly brought 
out Improvement in quality is llkewise a 
future objective Both numerical control 
and racial betterment are to be sought not 
by restricting birth control information, but 
by giving it freely and adequately to all who 
need it Recent Sonal Trends, which has 
been hailed as an encyclopaedia of contempo- 
rary American social life, has accepted birth 
control as a part of the American social 
scheme, and as a matter of deslrable publlc 
policy. 

F ATHER WILFRED PARSON8, editor of the 
Catholic weekly Arnenca contributes an 

article to the February 25th issue of that 
magazine deploring the appearance of the 
two recently issued Catholic books on the so- 

called safe period H e  points out the scien- 
tlfic uncertainties of the safe perlod method 
at the present stage of knowledge and re- 
search, and writes "It is tragic to think that 
hopes have been falsely raised of a way 
around the prohibition of birth control, by 
a method that is advertised as certain One 
shudders when one thinks of the results of 
disillusionment And what of the ethics of 
selling a book when half the buyers of it may 
find that it is useless for them after they have 
bought it " We are happy to find ourselves in 
complete agreement with Father Parsons 
thus far But he neglected to make clear that 
one of the books, The Stenle Penod tn Fam- 
aly Lafe, carrles the Inprrlnatur of Patrlck 
Cardmal Hayes, Archbishop of New York, 
while the other, The Rhythm, bears on its 
title page the phrase "Published mth Ec- 
clesiastical Approbation " The good Father 
holds that the publishing of these books is a 
"commercial racket," an opinion which he 
would doubtless find hard to reconcile mth 
eccleslastlcal approbation With less evasion 
he accuses the "birth controllers" of soiling 
their garments in the mud of commercialism 
Quotmg the editorial m the February RE- 
VIEW in which we stated that the step from 
advocatmg a faulty method to permittmg a 
scientific one may be long but, logically, will 
be taken at last, he writes "It was inevitable 
that there would be such a reaction, if for 
no other reason than that a lot of money m11 
be lost if there turns out to be a method of 
birth control which does not requlre the use 
of costly appliances It is true that birth 
controllers showed a very suspicious alarm 
at the ballyhoo for the new method, a very 
lucrative busmess will be rumed if the new 
method is quite generally adopted " Correct 
Again we agree with Father Parsons Money 
mll be lost, but this will not trouble the "bnth 
controllers," by which term Father Parsons 
presumably means lay and professional men 
and women interested in the blrth control 
movement No one even remotely conversant 
with the movement and with its personnel will 
take his accusation seriously If and when 



research gives us sufficient data to place the 
sterile perlod with certainty, "blrth control- 
lers" wlll be the first to welcome thls method, 
for they know full well the difficult~es of 
available scientific methods W e  must not 
forget, however, that the sterile perlod meth- 
od (granted its ultimate and hoped-for de- 
velopment) will be applicable at  only certain 
very speclfic times Research of all kmds 
must be encouraged and must go on with 
complete disregard to religious hairsplitting 
about Divine sanctions and natural versus 
unnatural methods 

C ONTRACEPTIVE methods now m use are 
reliable, non-injurious, reasonably inex- 

pensive and easy to use They are good 
enough to go on with, but they are not ideal 
D r  Eric M Matsner, medical director of 
the American Birth Control League, writes 
in his recently issued Outline on The Tech- 
nzque of Contraceptzon "There is to d ~ t e  no 
contraceptive which even approaches perfec- 
tion from the point of view of the physical, 
emotional and practical aspects combmed In- 
vestigations and experiments are being con- 
ducted in several quarters and it 1s hoped that 
some generally applicable and very simple 
method will be developed The particular 
need is for a method that can be used by the 
Ignorant and the very poor and those with 
scant privacy and no instructors " This at- 
titude, shared by the foremost medical au- 
thorities in the field, should be borne in mmd 
in connection with the Catholic attitude dis- 
cussed above D r  Matsner's Outllne, issued 
in response to a demand for a brlef summary 
for physicians, is available to members of the 
medical profession I t s  favorable reception 
is an indication of the growing acceptance of 
contraception as an integral part of med~cal 
practlce 

A s WE go to press a hearing on the Con- 
necticut birth control bill IS taking 

place (Maich 1st) befoie the Joint JuCIIL- 
iary Committee of the Connecticut Legisla- 
ture Connecticut has the distinction of being 
the one state in the Union which makes the 
use of contraceptlves lllegal Why the moth- 
ers of the state have not long smce stampeded 
the courts demanding arrest, and mocked the 
law out of existence is cause for wonder The 

present bill, proceeding in more orderly fash- 
Ion, IS designed to permit physicians to pre- 
scribe contraceptives for health reasons and 
reasons of social welfare, and to permit the 
use of contraceptlves when so prescribed I t  
is sponsored by the Connecticut State Medl- 
cal Soclety, the first instance, we believe, of 
a state medical body recognizing contracep- 
tlon and in~tlating legislation on the subject 
The physicians of Connecticut are to be con- 
gratulated on meetlng the issue I t  is hlgh 
t ~ m e  that physicians everywhere should fol- 
low the example of their Connecticut col- 
leagues and refuse to tolerate legal interfer- 
ence in medlcal matters For  birth control is 
first and last a medlcal matter and as such 
should be unhampered by obsolete laws 

M EDICAL leadership in blrth control abroad 
has appeared most recently in Hungary 

where D r  Heinrich Derera spoke a t  the last 
meetlng of the Royal Medlcal Soaety on the 
necesslt~ of a change of the blrth control law 
now in force I n  the Interest of the publlc it is 
necessary that the leadership in the birth con- 
trol movement remain in the hands of medical 
institutions Dr Derera urged the establlsh- 
ing In Hungary of welfare centers, where 
women may be taught properly the methods 
of contracept~on 

W ITH the organization of the Kentucky 
Birth Control League a t  the Kentucky 

Birth Control Conference, held in Louwille 
on February 25th, the state leagues affiliated 
with the nat~onal league now number fifteen, 
almost tmce as many as were in existence a 
year ago This, together with the steady in- 
crease in number of clmics, may be taken as 
a valid measure of progress The American 
Birth Control League has as its objective 
forty-eight state leagues Not that their or- 
ganization would complete the task of the 
blrth control movement, it would, however, 
provde ail adequate scaffolding R hlch would 
make all other work-the establishment of 
clinical service, education of physicians and 
laymen, and research-far easier I f  the ultl- 
mate alm of the movement is to make blrth 
control information accessible to all who need 
~ t ,  every new league is a step forward and a 
matter for congratulation 



Social Trends and Birth Control 
By J O S E P H  J S P E N G L E R  

W E R E  the capaclty of America's 
polltical and soclal leaders 

equal t o  t h a t  of the eminent scholars 
who produced thls unprecedentedly 
~ a l u a b l e  study, Recent Soccal Trends 
an the Unated States,' Amerlca would 
soon be free of unemployment and 
mlsery whlch now engulf her How- 
ever, a s  the President's Committee 
declares, "Men cllng t o  Ideas, ideals, 
~nstltutions,  blindly perhaps even 
when outworn " Only in view of the 
~ a l n f u l  t r u t h  of this statement, can 
one understand why Senator W a r -  
ren R Austin, In opposlng the bill t o  
amend the exlsting federal birth con- I 
trol  laws, was able t o  say t h a t  the 
findings of the President's Committee I 
led hlm t o  conclude t h a t  "agncul- Populatlon of United States, amount and rate of increase by decades, 1790-1980 

ture," "industry," and "the a r e a t  (The charts aocornganyrng thta arttele are taken from Vol I of "Recent S o d  Trends") ".  - 
group called 'labor' " are  "damaged 
by the decllne of the birth ra te  " O r  why Edward 
F McGrady, alleged representative of organized 
labor, was wllllng t o  sacrifice the interests of the 
la t ter  to  "the church " ' F o r  if one can derive any 
conclusion relative t o  birth control from the report  
on social trends, ~t is t o  the effect t h a t  populatlon 
control 1s pre-requwte t o  sustained individual 
prosperity 

Populatlon treatment In Recent S o c d  Trends 
falls roughly under five heads 

1 Recent shzfts zn p o p h t a m ,  while temporarily 
checked by the depression, m11 contlnue These 
shlfts, aside from the dr i f t  t o  states such a s  Ari- 
zona, F l o r ~ d a ,  Callforma, e t c ,  are  of two sorts 
( a )  from the farm and (b)  t o  the suburbs T h e  
shift from the farm is apparently t o  both the  vil- 
lage and the city F o r  "incorporated vlllages were 
found t o  be growing " However, places of 1000 t o  
3000 jus t  a s  places of 5000 t o  10,000 have achieved 
a degree of speclallzation Village life Itself is  be- 

' RECENT SOCIAL TBENDS IN THE UNITED STATE& Report of 
of the Presldent's Research Committee on Social Trends 
Wltb a Foreword by Herbert Hoover, President of the 
United States 2 Vols 19% McCtrawHtl2, N m  York $10 

'See SENATE C O X X ~ E E  R E ~ R T  on S44.36, January 18, 
19%, pp 3, 11 

comlng stabillzed T h e  natlon can no longer count 
on rural  Amenca t o  supply the population of the 
country T h e  vlllage In s tabl l l~cd agricultural 
areas, it seems, "is beginning t o  reflect, even before 
other sections of the country, the stabilization of 
the national population forecasted fo r  two o r  three 
decades hence " Urban growth continues Between 
1920 and 1930 three-quarters of the national in- 
crease took place mth in  the  orbits of cities of 
100,000 o r  more One half the populatlon hves 
wlthin an hour  of such cities, whose growth has  
been facilitated by the "economic and s o c ~ a l  spe- 
cialization and diversification" made feasible there 
Suburbanward d n f t ,  however, 1s creating a rus m 
urbe In suburban territories The  earlier Amerlcan 
city has  been transmuted Into a metropohtan com- 
munlty which requires a "sort of super-metropol- 
itan" government not provided by the botched clty 
offic~als of the day  

2 The racaal and natzonalaty cwmpleszon of 
the Amencan population is changmg somewhat 
T h e  colored and the Mexlcan group  has Increased 
s l~ght ly  more than the white race since 1920 T h e  
forelgn element now constitutes a smaller propor- 



tlon of the total  population Intermarriage of for- 
eign born and natives has apparently increased 
T h e  whlte population 1s thus amalgamating into 
a more homogeneous group 

3 The  declzne cn famdy szae and In the b ~ r t h  
rate, a s  well a s  the  differential nature of the In- 
cidence of the dechne, 1s reflected m vanous figures 
presented Famlly slze 1s smaller and has  decllned 
more in cities and metropolises than in  rural  r egons  
and small places T h e  upper  classes, measured by 
occupational s ta tus  and wealth, have a lower gross - 
fertility and a lower net fertihty than have the 
lower classes By occupation family slze in  1930 
ranged from 15 per  cent below the average for  
professional people and the clergy, t o  40 per  cent 
above among farm laborers D a t a  on value of home 
and family slze Indicated tha t  famllles a re  about 
5 0  per  cent larger among the poorest than among 
the wrll-to-do T h e  declme in the birth ra te  is not 
due t o  late marriage o r  relatively fewer marriages, 

fo r  relat~vely more persons marry today than for- 
merly and a t  a n  earlier age, in p a r t  because of the 
spread of contraceptive practices The  decline in 
the blrth ra te  1s attributed largely to  birth con- 
trol although the frequency of the practice of 
abortlon among those denied birth control infor- 
m a t ~ o n  is mentioned Thompson and Whelpton in- 
dlcate t h a t  a policy deslgned t o  lncrease the blrth 
ra te  requires, not the preservation of the federal 
ant]-birth control laws, but the adequate compen- 
satlon of parents In terms of prevailing values 

(11 P 55) 
L K F r a n k  cltes d a t a  t o  the effect tha t  there 

a re  6,500,000 mentally deficient children and 
3,500,000 more who a re  blind, deaf, cnppled, or  

- - 

dlseased Hurlin and Givens note tha t  "unemploy- 
ment seeks the margmal worker" They g v e  no 
d a t a  on the famlly slze of the marginal worker 
However, M Elderton (Case Studaes of Unem- 
ployment, 1931) provides mformation which in- 
dlcates, a s  have other surveys, t h a t  the unemployed - .  

familles a r e  much larger  than the Amencan aver- 
age Elderton's famllies averaged 4 74 children 
Those aged 35 o r  more years averaged 4 44 t o  5 87 
chtldren Several pregnancies orrurred rlunng the 
unemployment period studled Because of the op- 
posltlon of certain relipous groups, contraceptive 
advlce is not administered t o  many unemployed 
Since the communlty chest, e t c ,  funds a r e  used 
t o  provlde these relipous charitable associations 
wlth money, it ought t o  be required t h a t  they pro- 
vide the necessary contraceptwe information and 

Decennial rate of ~ooulation increase bv race and 
naiivky, 1900-1950 

compel ~ t s  use o r  suffer the loss of communlty chest 
and slmllar public aid I n  the last  analysls it 1s a 
problem of contraceptives versus aphrod~slacs 
H a d  the former been admmstered many families 
on the dole would not now be on the dole and, if 
on the dole, would not be creatlng ex t ra  mouths 
Thompson and Whelpton observe that,  had there 
been no restnctlons on the spread of blrth control 
lnformatlon, the birth ra te  of the  poorer and the 
less educated would be more comparable to  t b a t  
of upper classes 

4 After a careful s tudy of Anzencan mtdzty, 
Sydenstncker concludes that,  whlle the average 
age a t  death is much greater  than formerly, the 
span of hfe has not changed T h e  extension of the 
expectation of life 1s the result of the control of 
commun~cable diseases, chiefly, tuberculosis Syden- 
strlcker could find no evidence t o  warrant  a verdict 
a s  t o  whether o r  not the reduction of mortality was 
preserving unfit persons and making f o r  dysgenic 
selection H e  states, however, t h a t  "all the evidence 
a t  present points t o  the conclusion t h a t  environ- 
mental factors have had a f a r  greater  mfluence 
than genetlc factors in determining the ra te  a t  
which the Amencan people survive " 

5 Concermng the fu tu re  the authors make sev- 
eral  observations 

( a )  On the basis of the most likely assumptions, 
the Amencan popula t~on  will grow t o  a maximum 
of 146  rnlll~ons in 1965-70 a f te r  whlch some drrline 
in numbers will probably take place The  Amer- 
ican population in 1950 will number about 20  m ~ l -  
lions more than  in 1930, o r  1 4 3  milllons, of whom 
116, 1 0  5, and  1 4  milllons respectively will be 
natlve whlte, foreign white, and negro 

(b) I n  view of the changed age composition 
of the future populat~on,  whlch will consist In a 



lesser degree of persons under 20 and in a greater 
degree of persons over 60, society will face a new 
sltuatlon as  regards educatlon, dependence, in- 
dustry, and culture There WIN be a decline In the 
children of elementary school age, but this dechne 
may be offset by increased enrollment of those 
under 1 6  who a t  present receive Inadequate school- 
ing Needless t o  say the provlslon of adequate 
schoohng for all requires that  those now burdened 
with large famihes reduce the slze of their famlhes 
to  the Amencan average Concemng secondary 
and university educatlon the slowing down of popu- 
lation growth raises the question as to  the avail- 
ab~l l ty  of whlte collar jobs for the current and 
anticipated output of our advanced schools It is 
pertinent t o  ask, therefore, whether the present 
school curricula are not distinctly out of h e  with 
what our future society will need in the way of 
knowledge It is pertinent to  ask also whether 
adequate attention is b a n g  gven t o  vocational and 
cultural education for  adults 

Dependents In the future will consist more large- 
ly of persons over 64, of whom a t  present a large 
proport~on are completely dependent upon charity 
and for whom employment possiblhties are steadlly 
declmng T h ~ s  situation can be met in the future 
only through a carefully planned policy compelling 
provision against old age and requiring industrial 
absorption of the older workers Provided such a 
carefully planned pohcy is not carned out, it is 
practically certain that the burden of aged depend- 
ence wlll prove unbearable There is no hkehhood 
that  the absolute amounts spent on those under 
20 will decrease Rather they are certain to  In- 
crease 

(c) The slowing down of population growth 
wlll benefit society in every respect It 1s a mlstaken 
view t o  point to  overcapacltation of any one in- 
dustry, such as agriculture, for overcapacltation 
is the product of expanding output toe much ~ e l a -  
tive to  demand Accordingly, it is t o  uneound 
eatrepremrahsp that we must attribute overca- 
pacitation, for it is found in rapldly growing as 
well as In slow growing countries It 1s absurd, 
therefore, t o  argue as does Senator Austin, that 
populatlon control is lnjunous to agriculture Em- 
ployment and a high per capita income depend 
upon two klnds of action (a)  preserving a proper 
balance among industnes and (b) maintaining a 
satisfactory balance between resources and popula- 
tion Only careful busmess leadersh~p can preserve 

a proper balance among mdustnes Only control of 
population growth can preserve a balance between 
numbers and resources, the lack of whlch balance 
largely explalns the h~ghe r  per caplta wealth of 
the Unlted States as compared to  tha t  of Europe 

(d)  Concerning the cultural influences of an 
increase in the number of elders there 1s warrant 
for the conclusion of Thompson and Whelpton that 
there will probably be "more Interest in cultural 
activities and increased support for the a r t s"  It 
1s h~ghly questionable, however, to  assume that the 
future populatlon will be less progressive Pro- 
gresslveness in lndustry and In polit~cs is influenced 
shghtly, if a t  all, by age composition 

Percentage distrlbutron by m e  of clty of total 
populatlon, 1900-1930 

However carefully one examlnes the report of 
the President's Committee, one can find In ~t no 
grounds for opposing the free dissemination of 
b ~ r t h  control information to  those desinng ~t On 
the contrary, one finds abundant materlal to  war- 
rant the modification of the existing federal bars 
t o  the study and practice of contraceptlon, for  
these bars but deny contraceptive information to  
the very groups who on economlc and biological 
grounds need it Careful consideration of the In- 
formation contained mthin this report and of the 
pnnclples of modern economics warrants the con- 
clusion that  average real Income would be higher 
for any gwen time penod, say 25 o r  50 years, were 
it possible to stabilize our numbers at 125 Instead 
of the predicted 146 milllons The economic dif- 
ficultles attnbuted t o  slowmg down in population 
growth are not traceable to  slowing down as such 
but to  unwilhngness and fallure t o  make the very 
readjustments which have been made for  decades 
m the past  and whlch must be made ,den every modern 
economlc system However, granted tha t  a larger 
population of average o r  better quahty is wanted, 
the way t o  produce that  populatlon, as Thompson 
and Whelpton clearly ~ndca te ,  is not to  oppose the 
d~ssemmatlon of birth control information but to  
make ~t worth while t o  potentla1 parents to  repro- 
duce them kind 



Do Italian Women Obey Mussolini? 
J 

By GAETANO SALVEMINI  

HE twenty-sixth day of May, 1927, Ascension 
T D a y ,  d l  go down in history as a memorable 
date, not only fo r  I t a ly  hut fo r  the entire world On 
tha t  day Mussohn~ delivered a speech, called the 
"Speech of the Ascens~on," in which he told the 
I t a h a n  people tha t  the nation was rapidly ap-  
proachmg a terrible precipice the decrease of 
population H e  said 

W e  a re  wont t o  say t h a t  I t a h a n  populat~on 
IS overflowmg T h ~ s  is not t r u e  T h e  n v e r  IS no 
longer too full, it is r a p ~ d l y  receding t o  ~ t s  nor- 
mal channel From 1881 t o  1885 we had our 
highest b ~ r t h r a t e  During t h ~ s  period an average 
of 38bab1es were born for  every1OOOinhabitants 
The  maxlmum was reached in 1886, w ~ t h  a b ~ r t h -  
ra te  of 39  per  1000  Today  we a re  down t o  2 7  
It IS t rue  tha t  the deathrate is undergomg a 
parallel decline, bu t  the ideal condition would 
be a maximum birthrate and a mlnimum death- 
ra te  I n  several sections of I t a ly  the birthrate 
has already fallen below 2 7  per  1000 If  our  
number declines, gentlemen, we shall not found 
a n  empire, we shall be degraded t o  a colony It 
is time t o  tell you these thlngs and t o  destroy 
false and treacherous deceptions wh~ch  can only 
lead t o  a dreadful awakenmg 

As a conclusion, Mussohni m u e d  the following 
command to  the women of I t a ly  "In order t o  be of 
~mportance in  the world, I t a ly  must begin the sec- 
ond half of the present century with a t  least sixty 
mdlion inhabitants " 

H~story-so M u s s o l ~ n ~  ~nsis ted a year later, in  a n  
article of July 21, 1928-teaches us its "ternble 
lessons " "All nations and all empires have rotted 
away and declined when them birthrate dechned " 
T h e  destruction of the Babylonian people, and  the 
decline of E g y p t  and Greece were caused by t h ~ s  
cond~tion I n  Rome the fall in  the birthrate began 
t o  make itself felt about the year 164  B C , seven 
ccnturics latcr, .n 546  A D  , =hen Tot i la  entered 
the c ~ t y ,  "there were only 500  inhabitants t o  wel- 
come h ~ m  " 

Historians-those who a re  worthy of the name 
-admit t h a t  the d a t a  on the population of the 
Roman empire and ~ t s  fluctuations a re  too frag- 
mentary t o  allow any  defin~te deductions About 
the birthrate of the Babylonians, the Egyptians 

and the Greeks, we know nothmg a t  all Mussolini 
talks a s  if he had in f ront  of him the yearly statis- 
tical abstracts of those f a r  away centuries 

T h e  Fascist  government has  tried t o  promote a n  
increase in the I t a h a n  birthrate by the following 
provisions Smce 1926 the disseminat~on of con- 
t racep t~ve  information has  been considered a cnme, 
and is pun~shable by law ( a r t ~ c l e  113 of the law of 
Nov 6 ,1926) ,  bachelors a re  subject t o  a personal 
t a x  ( royal  decree of Dec 19, 1 9 2 6 ) ,  famil~es a re  
encouraged t o  procreate, p a r t ~ c u l a r l y  b y  the law 
of J u n e  14, 1928, which provides exemptions from 
the payment of taxes and special pnvlleges fo r  
large famihes 

One of the leaders of Fascism, Slgnor Maravl- 
glia, asserts t h a t  "the demographic bat t le  proves 
conclus~vely the factors of volit~on and sp~r i tua l i ty  
In the  Fascist  conception, a s  comparcd with the 
naturalistic conception of the Liberal regimes and 
with the m a t e r ~ a l i s t ~ c  conception of Democracies " 
(Trsbuncs, August 31, 1928) But  ~t is precisely 
In the "demographic battle" t h a t  the  Fascist  
regime has so f a r  suffered its most complete defeat 

F e a r  of the bachelor's t a x  caused the number of 
marriages t o  Increase from 295,560 in 1926 t o  
302,564 In 1927 ,  but in 1928  the number fell to  
285,248 T h e  Duce doubled the t a x  a t  the end of 
1928, and the number mounted t o  287,800 in  1929, 
and t o  301,480 In 1930 But  In 1931  it a g a m  fell 
to  270,957 D u n n g  the first ten months of 1932, 
there were 15,782 less marriages than in the first 
ten months of 1931, and 38,730 less than in the 
first ten months of 1930 (Cornere deUa Sera,  Nov 
2, 1932)  Will the Duce again double the t a x ?  

T o  ge t  m a r r ~ e d  is not d~fficult The  m p o r t a n t  
thing is t o  procreate I n  1927 therc were In I t a ly  
1,093,772 b ~ r t h s  I n  J a n u a r y  and February, 1928, 
there were 2,185 births more than in the corres- 
ponding two months of 1927 But  from March, 
1928, oil-L e , r x a ~ t l y  from the month in wh~ch  
the imperial commands ~ s s u e d  in May, 1927, should 
have borne fruit-the Italian birthrate dropped 
disastrously D u r ~ n g  the ten months from M a y  t o  
December, 1928, I t a ly  had 23,000 less blrths than 
in the corresponding months of the preceeding 
year F o r  the entire year 1929, the number of blrths 
was 34,629 less than the to ta l  fo r  1928  It was, in 



effect, a general s tnke  w h ~ c h  would have been felt 
s tdl  more keenly I E  the F a s c ~ s t  consuls abroad had 
not carried out them p a t r i o t ~ c  duty by sendmg 
five o r  six thousand women for  their confinements 
to  I t a ly  

The  decrease m the b ~ r t h r a t e  was felt more In 
those p a r t s  of I t a ly  where ~t had p r e ~ ~ o u s l y  been 
the h ~ g h e s t  One is tempted t o  deduce t h a t  the - 
speeches and wr~t ings  of Mussolini and  other Fas-  
cist chiefs, and the noisy journal~st ic  campalgn 
against the "horrible cr~me" of birth control 
taught  many ~nnocent  souls t h a t  one could enjoy 
oneself w ~ t h o u t  paying the prlce 

I n  the  large c i t ~ e s  the s tnke  grew t o  scandalous 
p ropor t~ons  T h e  case of Bologna, "the unconquer- 
able fortress of I t a h a n  Fasc~sm," a s  the Fascists 
are  wont t o  call ~ t ,  is worth ment~omng a s  t y p ~ c a l  
T h ~ s  city was first rebuked by the Duce ~n Septem- 
ber, 1928  "Nothing is more h u m ~ l ~ a t m g  than to  - 
read the popula t~on  record of Bologna T h e  num- 
ber of deaths is almost mvariably twice the num- 
ber of births " A year  la ter  the Duce was compelled 
t o  repcat the reproach "The s ~ t u a t i o n  In Bologna 
IS stdl  a most deplorable one There  a r e  more cof- 
fins than cradles On December 15th, Bologna had 
ten deaths and one b ~ r t h  The  next day, two lnrths 
and ten deaths " 

"Dear and careless Bologna" - excla~med the 
Trabuno on J a n u a r y  16,1930, jus t  a s  the Prophet  
Jeremiah cried over the  rums of Jerusalem-"what - ~ 

will become of you In a few decades, ~f you do not  
repent? You a r e  p r e p a n n g  a very sad  future fo r  
yourself Remember t h a t  the precept t o  grow and 
mul t~p ly  1s of Divlne o n g n  T h e  F a s c ~ s t  regme, In 
~ t s  clairvoyant vmon of the future, has  transform- 
ed t h ~ s  precept m t o  a s o c ~ a l  and moral law of 
infinite importance " 

The dechning b ~ r t h r a t e  provoked a storm of In- 
dignation Signor Forges-Davanzat~ procla~med 
In the T n b w  of J u n e  26,1929 

T o  p e r m ~ t  t h ~ s  evil of decl~nmg b ~ r t h s  t o  
spread, means t h a t  a deplorable lack of con- 
science preva~ls  and  t h a t  we are  deeply plunged 
mto hor r~b le  crlme and mto  the uacifist~c and 
m a t e r ~ a l ~ s t ~ c  ~deology of hberal and i r rehg~ous  
democracy It means tha t  we are  In  old-blooded, 
egot~stical f a s h ~ o n  and w ~ t h  premeditat~on suf- 
focatmg new hfe P a s c ~ s m  can accept n e ~ t h e r  
carelessness nor  ind~fference Here IS the final 
test of Fascism, a s o c ~ a l  and moral test  Every- 
one must assume respons~b~l i ty  f o r  the accom- 
phshment of h ~ s  duty as  a fa ther  and as a mate, 
f o r  the  glorification of Fascism " 

T h e  Duce gave a new alarm In a n  a r t &  on 
December 28, 1929, "Is the Italian Race Dying?" 
"Yes I f  we proceed in  this d~rect ion,  within ten 
years the number of b ~ r t h s  In I t a l y  will only equal 
o r  be below the number of b ~ r t h s  in France"  A 
F a s c ~ s t  leader, Signor Scorza p o ~ n t e d  out In the 
Lavoro Fascasta of December 31, 1929, tha t  all 
the Italians vrere well d~sposed t o  do something "to 
solve t h ~ s  problem," bu t  t h ~ s  "somethmg" should 
be done by the other fellow ~ v e r ~ b o d y  was ap-  
plaudmg but  the number of ch~ldren was not in- 
creasing Reproaches were insuffic~ent and  more 
effectwe measures were necessary H e  suggested 

It is necessary t o  make more stringent the law 
agamst  deserters from the good battle, t o  make 
them so s t r ~ c t  t h a t  they a r e  unbearable, t h a t  
they w ~ l l  compel people t o  mar ry  and have chd- 
dren out of sheer despair T h e  F a s c ~ s t  p a r t y  
must be even more implacable than the S ta te  
W e  must ac t  as  a n  irres~stible moral force So- 
c ~ e t y  today desp~ses deserters, plmps, homosex- 
uals, thieves Those who can  and  do not  perform 
t h e ~ r  duty t o  the  nation must be p u t  In the same 
category W e  must desp~se  them W e  must make 
the bachelors and those who desert the nuptual 
bed ashamed of t h e ~ r  potentla1 power t o  have 
ch~ldren It IS necessary t o  make them bow t h e n  
foreheads Into the  dust 

A t  the very moment when the alarms and  threats 
reached them h ~ g h e s t  paroxlsm, the b ~ r t h r a t e  be- 
g a n  t o  lncrease again Records f o r  1930 show t h a t  
the number of b ~ r t h s  reached 1,193,000 d u n n g  tha t  
year, z e , about the same figure a s  for  1927 

Confronted m t h  such a t r ~ u m p h ,  Mussol~ni had 
a n  a t tack of euphor~a,  and  m a speech of October 
28, 1930, he announced t h a t  the rest of Europe 
w ~ l l  be worn m t h  age in 1950, whereas I ta ly  will 
be the  only young country An offic~al communzque, 
publtshed In the newspapers on December 25,1930, 
stated t h a t  the campaign fo r  more births under- 
taken by the Duce was a complete success "The 
birthrate 1s golng up," Deputy P a o l u c c ~  announced 
t r~umphant ly  on February 25, 1931  "The birth- 
ra te  1s gomg up, which proves tha t  the Italian 
people have full confidence In the future " 

I n  1930, however, a n  Increase in the btrthrate 
also took place In France, where the p o l ~ t ~ c a l  and 
moral authority of Mussol~ni 1s not very much re- 
spected-748,000 b ~ r t h s  In 1930 a s  against 728,- 
000 In 1929 Those who seek t o  explam such pheno- 
mena say t h a t  the  harvests of 1929 were v e r i  good, 
and tha t  ~t always happens In agricultural coun- 



tnes that  good harvests are followed, the next 
year, by an ~ncrease in blrths 

But the season of the fa t  cows dld not last long 
I n  1931 there were In Italy 75,273 less births than 
m 1930 I taly had in 1931, 1,018,000 blrths, with 
a populatlon of 41,200,000, whde thlrty years 
earlier, in 1901, she had 1,057,000 b ~ r t h s  wlth a 
populatlon of 32,400,000 In  1927, the year in 
which Mussollnl started hls "battle" for more 
blrths, the rate was 26 9 per thousand, in 1931 lt 
fell t o  22 4 Dunng the first ten months of 1932 
there were 38,066 less births than in the corres- 
pondmg perlod of 1931, and 83,372 less than in the 
first ten months of 1930 (Comere deUa Sera, No- 
vember 22,1932 ) 

A New 

In  1932, as soon as the Fasclsts saw that  the 
"battle" for  b ~ r t h s  was a failure, they discovered 
that slender women generally have fewer chddren 
than fa t  women They therefore started a new "bat- 
tle," which mlght be called the battle for the f a t  
The ideal for the Fascist 1s now the huge woman, 
werghlng a t  least 300 pounds So f a r  only prop- 
aganda and "moral pressure" have been used But 
on some nice morning the Duce will lssue an order 
to put  all slender women before a finng squad 
Since they are barren and since barrenness 1s trea- 
son against the Fatherland, ~t is only natural tha t  
such treason should be punished by execution We 
have not yet a r r~ved at this phase of the "battle," 
but we may expect its inevitable coming 

World 
By MIRIAM ALLEN DE FORD 

T HE earliest book deallng educationally with 
the problems of sex that  I remember readlng 

was a translation of Mlchelet's La Femme From ~t 
I recollect chlefly hls saccharine descnptlon of that  
del~cate, almost evanescent creature, woman, who 
for a quarter of her hfe was a hopeless invahd, 
and whom sturdy man must sh~eld and chensh be- 
cause lt lies wlthm h ~ s  power always to ~nflict on 
her the horrors and penls of maternity 

T o  recall such a passage, and to  turn from tt 
to gaze on a photograph of healthy, laughmg Rus- 
slan g r l s  dnvlng tractors o r  guldlng locomot~ves, 
eves  me the feeling that in my own person I have 
hved in two worlds 

Something of that  same feellug comes with the 
readmg of almost any recently printed book deal- 
mg m t h  sex that  comes from a reputable publish- 
er Between the two worlds hes a chasm, wrought by 
lndustnal development and by war, that  no m- 
a p a t l o n  can bndge adequately On one side of 
the chasm are the swooning, paras~tlcal female, 
the unregulated family, the polygamous male who 
seduced wlthout compunction another's aster,  but 
murekred the other man if he seduced his suiter, 
Lecky's prostitute who was the guardian of the 
chastlty of the protected lady On the other are the 
eelf-eupporting, hfe-participating human being 
who happens to be femmne, the family spaced or 
called Into being by desire alone, the approxlma- 
tlon to the slngle standard of Ilberahsm, rather 
than t o  tha t  single standard of asceticism pro- 

claimed by p n e e r s  from the other slde of the 
chasm Only the cultural lag represented by certaln 
orthodox rellg~ous sects and by a few suppressed 
o r  perverted fanatics remains to remlnd us that the 
old world is not yet all dead, that  we owe much of 
our new freedom t o  nulllficatlon rather than to  
repeal of prohib~tlons An old lady I met once 
p h e d  my childlessness, when I told her ~t was by 
my own wish she looked bewddered "In my tune, my 
dear," she sad, "we thought God brought the chil- 
dren " "Nowadays," I answered mth  more annoy- 
ance than kindness, "we know that  sclence keeps 
them away " Ia the earher books on sex, children, 
hke earthquakes, were acts of God, in contempor- 
ary works ~t m taken for granted that  they are 
scientifically controlled phenomena 

The attltude on s o c d  and psycholog~cal prob- 
lems of the individual author does not alter t h s  
viewpomt, w h d  (thaeks to  the fighters and mrr- 
tyrs of earher days) MI bow unpllc~t In any dls- 
eussien of the m h t m s  of men and w w n  Here, 
for ~nstance, are three books* The A r t  of Be- 
a Womoa, by Oiga ECnopf, Lwe and t& Sex Erne 
tsons, by W d m  J Fxlding, and The Smml  Slde 
of dirrrnqe, bg M J Exner Dr Knopf 1s an 
Adlenan, a pup11 of Adler's, who is now teachng 
at the New School for Soclal Research in New 
*THE Am OP BUNO A W e m u ,  by Olga Knopf L~tt le  Brown 
and Co , Bor(en, 1932 @ 60 
LOVE AND THE h x  Fkemexn, by Wa~arn J Fkld~og Dodd, 
Mood and CO . Ntsa York. 1932 $2180 
THE SEXUAL SEIE OF MAE, b; M J Exwr W W Nor- 
ton and C o ,  W a a  York 193%- $2.60 



York Her point of view is a modification of the 
Adlerian wdl to power and masculine protest, com- 
blned with an apparent though unacknowledged 
agreement wlth the sexual dommance theory of 
Mathilde and Math~as  Vaertlng M r  Fielding is a 
more or less orthodox Freudian, and is also much 
concerned with the new discoveries and guesses con- 
cernlng the psychological Influences of the ductless 
glands D r  Exner's book is more specialued and 
more obviously the work of a physician I n  many 
ways ~t echoes or  abridges-ulte by comcldence, 
of course--Millard S Everett's Th H y p w  of 
Marriage, to my mind by f a r  the best and most 
exhaustive non-technical work on that  subject yet 
Issued In the Engllsh language 

But every one of these disparate and In some 
fields mutually antagonistic wrlters concurs In 
approval of contraception, more, m taking it as 
a matter of course wlthout need for much argu- 
me.nt Listen to D r  Knopf 

No woman should be forced to  glve birth to a 
child ~f she does not wsh to do so If she really 
does not want ~t she cannot be a good mother, 
cannot educate her child In the nght  spint  
Since prevention 1s better than cure, we must 
say tha t  it seems to  us far  better to have no 
children than to  bnng up problem children 

And though she goes on from there to argue that  
psychological re-education will cause many women 
who now do not want children to deslre them (evad- 
ing the strongest of all motives for contracept~on, 
the economic), even in this argument she says "No 
one denles that  a real ~ h y s i c a l  ~l lmss,  which would 
bnng a woman In jeopardy of her hfe if she were 
to  bear a child, 1s a justification for blrth control " 
Unfortunately, even today this 1s not true, the of- 
ficial Roman Catholic attitude, for example, would 
be that the woman must bear children, whatever her 
physical condition, or else must remain continent 
(I know of a case of recurnng puerperal insanity, 
in wh~ch the victim was several times incarcerated In 
an lnsane asylum, then sent home as cured but 
warned agalnst further pregnancy, only to be ad- 
vised by her p r ~ e s t  that  she must not deny her 
husband hls manta1 rights, whatever the cost t o  
herself The final result was hopeless and per- 
manent insan~ty, with no d~vorce possible for thk 
bewildered father of four worse than motherless 
children ) But the fact that  D r  Knopf thmka no 
one denies her thesis, or can carelessly say so, 1s an 

Mr Fleldmg opens SIX pages of discussion of 
blrth control (fitly enough m the chapter on 
"Manta1 Adjustment") by thls summary 

Aslde from the matter of expediency, there IS 

a growing feeling among those who have reach- 
ed a well considered understanding of the sub- 
ject that  blrth control is m harmony with the 
great law of b~ologw evolution, and 1s therefore 
to that  extent noturd, that  it is soc~ally de- 
slrable, even necessary, and therefore moral, 
that  ~t is conducive to greater individual happl- 
ness in the family relations and a boon to domes- 
tic tranquility and the lnstitutlon of rnarnage, 
and therefore ethccaZ.?y impregnable 

Later on he remarks "The ignorant notion of 
leavmg procreation to chance is an  anachronism 
f a r  removed from twentieth century marnage 
]deals " He could not better sum up In a sentence 
the whole conclusion of our modern world 

As for D r  Exner, hls words almost repeat M r  
Fielding's 

Those who still insist upon animal analogy 
as a guide for human conduct, holding that  sex 
unlon 1s justifiable only for the purpose of pro- 
creation, are in fundamental error In  hu- 
man belngs sex serves the ends of love, t d p e n d -  
ent of procreattcm . - 

And he, too, speaking of fear of pregnancy as a 
"factor in maladjustment " in marnage, says 

For  reasoning human beings In an age of sup- 
posed advanced culture every aspect of llfe that  
1s not beyond vohtional control should be 
brought under ~ntelhgent direction and control 
and not left to the play of haphazard influences 

The truth seems to  be that  common sense 
leads most couples sooner or  later to resort to 
contraceptives in order to  make chlld-bearing 
fit Into an ordered famlly scheme even while they 
may retain mental uncertainty or reservations 
about the propnety or  ethlcs of doing so Such 
mental uncertainty is unfortunate for ~t neces- 
sarily partakes of the nature of fear and tends 
to  inhlbit sexual response and foster d~shar-  
mony 

The truth of D r  Exner's statement may be 
found In the statistics of blrth control cllnics, 
which reveal that  adherents of anti-birth control 
reliaous sects apply for lnforrnatlon and assist- 
ance in just about the same proportion as then 
proportion of the general population The plty IS 

that  their intolerant and short-slghted religious 
leaders force them to do so under the penalty of 
"mental uncertainty," of regarding a wise action indication of how f a r  that  other world is behlnd us 
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a t  once self-presematlve and altruistic, as a "sin," 
thereby inevitably frustrating one of the chief in- 
ducements-the estabhshment of manta1  happiness 
-which has  Impelled them t o  it 

Yes, we have come a long way from t h a t  old 
world, from t h a t  abyss across which we can see 
dimly the p a t h e t ~ c  figure of the  young gu-l who 
entered marnage  knowing nothmg whatever of sex, 
taklng it sorrowfully fo r  granted t h a t  withln a 
month she would be pregnant, and t h a t  thereafter 
children would follow every year  o r  so and dle for  
the most p a r t  before the next ht t le  brother o r  
slster arrived B u t  our footsteps as  we travel away 

from the chasm are  s tdl  clogged by hands clutch- 
ing a t  us from tha t  other slde It 1s still ~mpossible, 
fo r  example, fo r  exact and scientific lnstructlon on 
the best methods of contraceptlon t o  be published 
fo r  the lay reader, ~t is still dangerous In some 
states t o  teach such methods by word of mouth, In 
a few states even ~f one is a physician, contracep- 
tlon 1s s tdl  classed with obscenity by the malodor- 
ous Cornstock law of 1873, and the m a j o n t y  of o u r  
constituent-eyeing Congressmen a re  st111 afrald t o  
repeal t h a t  law There  is plenty of work fo r  us t o  
do yet, heartening as  is the evidence e v e n  by such 
works as  these of how f a r  we have already gone 

The Negro and Birth Control 
By E F R A N K L I N  F R A Z I E R  

AST year the J u n e  issue of the BIRTH CON- L TROL REVIEW was devoted t o  the  Negro The  
comprehensive discussion in t h a t  number was fol- 
lowed in  November by an article from the point of 
view of the Negro doctor It was rightly assumed 
by all the contributors t h a t  a rational control of 
Negro fertility In the  interest of a more efficient 
and healthy race was a deslrable goal  Moreover, 
~t was recognized t h a t  bl r th  control was already 
practlced by some classes of Negroes and t h a t  
a knowledge of contraceptlon was spreadmg 
throughout the Negro populatlon T h e  receptive 
a t t ~ t u d e  of Negroes was inmcated b y  the statistics 
on the populations of birth control c l~nlcs  in Bal- 
tlmore, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Detroit, where 
the Negro ra te  of attendance was, with the excep- 
tlon of Baltimore, about three times the  proportion 
of Negroes in the population of these c i t ~ e s  

I n  several of the papers it was either asserted 
o r  implied t h a t  birth control in the Negro group 
so f a r  had been dysgenlc It had been practlced 
solely by the hlgher economic and social classes 
t h a t  were better prepared f o r  parenthood, while 
the lnwer and leqs effic~ent classes of the Negro 
population were distinguished by them large famil- 
ies Dr G a m m  went so f a r  a s  t o  declare "Show 
me a large Negro family and  I will reveal t o  you a 
family overcome with indigence and destltutlon and 
shackled b y  ~nsurmountable financial obhgatlons " 
The Negro upper  classes, he assures us, have risen 
from the slums by not allowing indiscnmmate 

chlldbeanng t o  fe t ter  them A s  the knowledge of 
contraceptlon spreads, so  runs the argument, the  
process m11 become eugenlc, the economically In- 
competent and the mentally deficient will have few- 
e r  o r  no chddren and  the race will be improved 

While we m g h t  admlt tha t  many Negro famllies 
of low economlc s ta tus  have more chlldren than 
they can support  adequately, we a re  not  prepared 
to  say t h a t  dlfferentlal blrth and  survlval rates have 
been favorable t o  the less deslrable elements in the  
Negro populatlon Moreover, when we g o  Into the 
questlon of a pollcy of ratlonal control of fertility, 
we find t h a t  there a r e  important factors in the  
present rapid urbanization of the Negro popula- 
tlon tha t  must be considered 

Available s t a t l s t ~ c s  on the number of children 
in upper class Negro famlhes lend support to  t h e  
bcllef tha t  control over reproduction has been dys- 
genic F o r  example, Kelly Miller found t h a t  
twenty - two marned persons, among fifty - five 
teachers a t  Howard Unlversity who came from 
fam~lles averaging 6 3 children, had on the average 
only 1 6  children A t  Fisk Unlversity seventeen 
colored teachers who have been marned over three 
years have on the average 1 5 children A compan- 
son, by the wnter,  of t h e  slze of the families from 
whlch 327 persons listed In Who's Who om Colm-ed 
A w m a  (1928-1929) sprang, with the number of 
chddren of 174 of them who were 45 years  of age  
and over, showed t h a t  the first group came from 
famlhes averagmg 5 5 children, whde the la t ter  had 



only 2 3 chlldren per famlly While these figures 
m ~ g h t  ~ndicate a drastic control of b ~ r t h s  on the 
par t  of the small professional class, there are rea- 
sons for  believing that  they are not representatme 
of the larger upper layer of the Negro populatlon 
The conclusion has been arrlved a t  as the result of 
a n  analysls of census data on black and mulatto 
famlhes ' 

An analysls of the census data on about 13,000 
Negro families' for  1910 and 1920, drawn from 
three rural countles and three cltles In several 
southern states, brought out some Important d ~ f -  
ferences between mulatto and black elements In the 
Negro populatlon ' I n  1910 In 43  per cent of the 
black famllles (both husband and wlfe black) there 
were no ch~ldren present, while only 32 9 per cent 
of the mulatto famlhes (both husband and wlfe 
mulatto) had no chlldren For  1920 the percent- 
ages for  the blacks and mulattoes were 45 3 and 
38 7 respectively Probably of even greater slgmf- 
lcance was the fact that  the average number of 
chlldren present In the mulatto famlhes was higher 
than the average for  the blacks Whether these dif- 
ferences In favor of the mulatto famlhes were due 
to  a hlgher death rate of black chlldren, o r  less 
stable famlly llfe among the blacks, o r  the conscious 

control of blrth, we are unable t o  say from these 
figures 

Fortunately, we have data for 1910 on the num- 
ber of chlldren born and llvlng In about 10,000 
of these famlhes The mulattoes had a shghtly 
smaller-15 0 as  compared wlth 1 7  &percentage 
of famlhes than the blacks wlth no children born 
They also had borne shghtly more children-about 
a foqrth of a child-than the blacks The mulattoes 
had Iivlng, on the average, almost a half of a chdd 
more than the blacks, but the blacks had lost, on 
the average, about a fourth of a child more than 
the mulattoes If we conslder all the chlldren born 
and hvlng for  the two groups, we find that  60 6 
per cent of the black and 67 7 per  cent of the 
mulatto children had suwlved 

When we consider the foregoing differences be- 
tween the two elements In Negro populatlon In con- 
nectlon wlth the fact tha t  the mulattoes are, on 
the whole, on a hlgher economlc and soclal level ( ~ n  
our sample home ownership and llteracy were con- 
siderably hlgher for  the mulattoes), we can not say 
that  restnctlon of familles so f a r  o r  any kind of 
selection has been favorable t o  the lower levels In 
the Negro populatlon On the contrary, ~t appears 
tha t  the efficient and intelligent elements In the 
Negro populatlon have had not only as many chll- 
dren on the average as  the less competent and more 
~lllterate, but because of thew supenor culture and 
hlgher efficiency they have had more of thew chil- 
dren survwe However, we should add that  al- 
though thls mlght have been the sltuatlon during 
the first decade of the present century we can not 
say that  ~t 1s true today The increase, which we 
have noted above, from 32 9 In 1910 to  38 7 In 
1920 in the percentage of mulatto famlhes wlthout 
chlldren mlght indlcate a growmg restnctlon of 
familles m thls group Moreover, since this Increase 
was due t o  the urban famlhes in the sample whlch 
we have been consldermg, the recent rapid urbanl- 
zatlon of the Negro may be chanpng the whole 
aspect of the problem Therefore, ~t 1s necessary 
to  conslder the relat~on of urbanlzat~on t o  the ra- 
tlonal control of fertility 

The proportion of Negroes livlng In cities has 
grown from about one-fifth In 1890 t o  over two- 
fifths in 1930 Although at tent~on has been focused 
on the mlgratlon t o  the urban areas of the North, 
probably because the movement has been dlrected 
towards four ches,  since 1900 about a mdhon 
Negroes have moved from the farms and vlllages 
Into the c~ties  of the South The effects of urbanlza- 
tion on the fertlllty of the Negro have been vlvidly 
shown by Thompson ' The adverse effect of urban 
life upon the fertility of the Negro 1s greater than 
upon the whites Northern citles especially are de- 
pendent upon a constant stream of mlgrants from 
the more fertlle areas of the rural South to  mam- 
tam them numbers It appears tha t  Negro women 

' The census d&a on famllles used ln thls artlcle were taken In the c h e s  s l m ~ l v  do not bear as manv chlldren 
A "  ~ --J - -- - - - - - -- 

from a longer and more detailed paper whlch the wrlter IS as white women 
preparing for publlcatlon 

'These fam~hes are not the census "farmhes" or households 
All thls seems strange In view of the general 

but natural famlly groups, whlch were taken from the orlg- oplnlon tha t  large famllles flounsh among Negroes - - 
~nal  census returns who dwell largely In the poorer sectlons of our 

'The wnter is aware of the cr~ttc~sms of the census classl- 
ficatlon of LLblack,, and ~~mulatton But since this cities There have been many other lndlcatlons of 
sense classlAcation separates two elements IU the Negro - 
population that show different social and economlc character- ' Warnn S Thompson, RATIO OF C n n ~ m x  TO WOXZN 
istlcs, it offers a valuable basis for comparisons 1920 (Washington, 1931) pp 141-154 



the extremely adverse effects of urban life on Negro 
fertility Professor Burgess' study of wage-earning 
families In Chicago in 1919 showed the average size 
of the Negro families studied to  be 3 4 persons, 
which was less than any of the other nationalities 
Although the average size of the families In the 
sample who were receiving charity was larger, the 
smallness of the group prevented any generahza- 
t ~ o n  ' 

Although there seems to  be no question that ur- 
ban life greatly reduces the fer t i l~ty of the Negro, 
we do not know whether thls process is eugenic or  
dysgen~c Our present information does not permit 
us t o  say positively that  the poor, ~lliterate, and 
Inefficient are reproducing while the educated and 
efficient are committing sumde through fallure to  
reproduce There are some indications that  this is 
not true This was the case in the writer's study of 
the effects of the urban environment on the Negro 
fandy ' He found that  when the statistical data 
on the Negro family were related to  the social and 
economic organization of the Negro community 
considerable variations appeared for different sec- 
tions of the community The ratio of children under 
15, under 5, and under 1, to  women fifteen to forty- 
four years of age was calculated for each of the 
seven zones into which the community was divlded 
Instead of finding the highest ratio among the 
poor illiterate Negroes in the slum, the wrlter 
found the highest ratio in the area having scarcely 
any illiteracy and dependency and the highest pro- 
portion of mulattoes, home-ownership, and persons 
in the higher occupational classes The lowest ratio 
was found in the most disorganized area of the com- 
munlty The  relat~vely large ratio of children t o  
women of chlld-bearing age in the areas where the 
Negroes were home-owners and had achieved a high 
economic and social status seems t o  indlcate that  
those Negroes who survive and reproduce in the 
keen competition of urban life are on the whole the 
more desirable elements in the Negro population 

Additional evidence that  the Incompetent among 
Negroes are not supplanting the more efficient 
through thelr superlor reproductive powers 1s to  be 
found in the fact that  in nearly all of the cities for 
which information is now available in the 1930 
census, the median size of the families of home- 
' Ernest W Burgess, "Spee~al Report I A Study of Wage- 

earnlng Famd~es In Clucago," Report of the Health Insur- 
ance Commlss~on of the State of Illinois, May 1,1919, pp 191, 

owners is larger than that of tenants It may be 
that  those w t h  little sense of social responsibility 
and who are failures are destroyed through disease 
and vice or refuse to accept the responsibihty of a 
family Birth control among such people would cer- 
talnly accomplish in a more humane and intelhgent 
way what is left a t  present to  ignorance and the 
operation of pathologcal factors It must be kept 
in mind that  urbanization for the Negro means a 
thoroughly disorganizing experience Those with a 
fund of character, family traditions, efficiency and 
intelligence can survive the drain on their resources 
during the experience, but those who do not have 
any of these possessions are generally lost 

These observat~ons apply t o  the urbanized Ne- 
gro The problem of the rural Negro's attempting 
any rational control of h ~ s  fertility involves many 
obvious and less clear considerations whlch cannot 
be Included here However, the wnter cannot forego 
mentioning two factors in the situation illegt- 
imacy and venereal disease The high rates of 11- 
legitimacy in many of the rural sections of the 
South are not a sign of demorahzation as  in the 
city So birth control could not be expected t o  
change this situation, which grows out of the folk- 
ways of a peasant people On the other hand, the 
effect on the Negro's progeny of the hlgh Incidence 
of venereal infection, which is accompanying the 
faclhtatlon of communication in the rural areas, 
as a recent study has shown, might be reduced if 
the disorganized persons who spread the disease 
were acquainted with contraceptive methods 

In  this article the writer has attempted t o  set 
forth some of the selectwe factors operating among 
Negroes especially In the urban env~ronment A 
program for the rational control of Negro fertil- 
lty, i t  seems to  the writer, must take into account 
these factors There 1s still much ignorance and 
superstition not only among the illiterate but in 
the better informed classes of Negroes that  need 
to be abolished before rational control wtll be pos- 
slble If the increasing urbanization of the Negro 
simply means disorgamzatlon, he may use birth 
control for purely individual ends and brmg about 
his own destruction , but if, because of a developed 
social consciousness he desires to  become a more 
efficient and intelhgent, though probably a rela- 
tively smaller, element in the population, then birth 
control, that is the ra t~onal  control of his numbers, 
offers one of the best means to  the fulfillment of 
this end 



Book Reviews 
NURSES ON HORSEBACK, by Ernest Poole 

Macmdlam, h'ew York 1932 $1 50 

N URSES ON HORSEBACK 1s a sketch of the 
splendld work done by the P r o n t ~ e r  Nursmg 

Servlce established by Mary Breck~nr~dge  In the 
Ihntucky mounta~n d~s t r lc t s  populated by some of 
the poorest whites of the South 

The work ~tself IS of the greatest s~gnlficance 
The d~fficulty w ~ t h  this descnptlon 1s that  Mr  
Poole has let hls enthus~asm run away w ~ t h  h ~ s  bet- 
ter  judgment Instead of bemg a slncere and cntlc- 
a1 evaluat~on of the work done, t h ~ s  book sounds 
hke an over romantlc~zed, well-n~gh sent~mental 
attempt to  ln t r~gue  the Interest of all s~xteen year 
old g~r l s ,  f i r~ng them w ~ t h  the determlnat~on t o  joln 
t h ~ s  band of "new ploneers on old frontiers " 

One ~nstance wdl suffice On page forty-e~ght, t o  
dlustrate the d~fficult~es wh~ch must be overcome 
In combatmg weather conhtions, espec~ally In win- 

ter, he quotes one of the nurses as saylng, "Many 
of the cabms have chmks or cracks In floors and 
walls On zero n~gh t s  the mnd blows In, and m 
splte of open fires some of the cabms get so cold 
tha t  often I've reached for the baby's cord-t~e and 
found ~t frozen sohd In the sterllmng pan " On 
page one hundred th~rty-five the story appears 
agaln, but t h ~ s  tlme ~t reads, "And once on a de- 
l~very case In a room m t h  b ~ g  cracks In ~ t s  log 
walls that let the snow come drlftmg In, snow tha t  
d ~ d  not melt on the floor, I reached around for 
someth~ng I needed and found ~t frozen sohd in 
the sterll~zing pan " 

It 1s unfortunate that the work was not dep~cted 
In a truer, better balanced, more reallst~c manner 
Surely ~t IS not all romantic dashes a t  n ~ g h t  through 
ragxng storms across swollen torrents to  rescue 
some far  away mountameer from snake b ~ t e  or  to 
dellver another mounta~n baby The book lacks 
most desperately that  atmosphere of sohd forth- 
nghtness necessary to  grve substance to  the hfe ~t 
professes t o  descr~be 

Readlng between the llnes one sees Mary Breck- 
lnr~dge as a courageous, far-s~ghted ploneer, lead- 
Ing a great, new work One hopes that  In the plans 
for  the future to  ''help mothers to  have them chil- 
dren well born" b ~ r t h  control wd1 play an  act~ve 
and v ~ t a l  par t  Instances are clted repeatedly of 

g ~ r l s  having thew thlrd or fourth pregnancv so 
that  "they are old mothers a t  twenty-one" The 
stolc~sm and courage of these young women suf- 
fenng from and burdened by frequent childbear~ng 
1s much stressed Them a t t ~ t u d e  IS, ~ndeed, to  be 
commended, but there 1s no par t~cular  vlrtue in 
eulogrzlng the amazlng for t~ tude  of these "old 
mothers" w~thout dolng somethmg about ~t-teach- 
Ing them that  frequent pregnancies can be safely 
avo~ded, and thus lessening~the~r suffenng, easing 
their burden and affordmg ~mproved opportun~ty 
for themselves and them chlldren 

In  conjunction w ~ t h  the farsighted plans for  
reforestat~on wh~ch Mrs B r e c k l n r ~ d ~ e  1s further- 

- 

mg for the purpose of ~mprovlng economlc condl- 
t~ons ,  regulation of population Increase must also 
be considered or  the improved condhons will be 
swallowed up  by the greater number of mouths 
whlch these better condit~ons will pe rm~t  to  reach 
adulthood LE MON CLARK 

W H Y  MARRIAGE? by S L Katzoff The Znstr- 
tute of Domesttc Relatum.~, Sam F m n c ~ ~ c o ,  
Calafwnra 1932 $1 

THE HYGIENE O F  MARRIAGE, by M~llard 
Spencer Everett The V a n p ~ r d  Press, New 
York 1932 $2 50 

N BOOK reviewing the unexpected frequently I occurs Here are two books, one wr~t ten  by a 
professor of philosophy a t  the Central Y M C A 
College In Chicago, and the other by a m e d ~ a l  
d~rec tor  of the San Franc~sco Ins t~ tu t e  of Domestlc 
Rclat~ons Both books deal w ~ t h  marrlage and ~ t s  
problems, but In substance and approach they are 
worlds apar t  Whde the professor of phdosophy 
who 1s a layman in the field of sex writes hke a 
sexolog~st, the med~cal d~rec tor  who is a professed 

- 

scxolog~st wntes hke a layman, and whde the 
sexologrst 1s content to  treat h ~ s  problems w ~ t h  p 

few trlte observations on marrlage nnd love, the 
layman attempts t o  deal w ~ t h  h ~ s  subjects object- 
~vely, and as f a r  as poss~ble d~spass~onately 

In Why Marrcagep D r  Katzoff elaborates some 
commonplace reflect~ons on the troubles and per- 
plexltles tha t  beset married hfe, and offers facile 
adv~ce for  them solut~on, guaranteed to  restore 
amorous bhss and manta1 harmony I n  essence the 



a d v ~ c e  is to  p a y  careful a t t e n t ~ o n  t o  food, con- factual explanation When he embarks on theoretl- 
versation, appearance and so on Study, ponder cal discuss~on, as  fo r  ~ n s t a n c e  in his analysis of 
and  d ~ g e s t  my maxims, m a i n t a m  D r  Katzoff, and the op t~mum theory of population, he commits him- 
to  quote from the delightful B a b  Ballads self t o  somewhat naive statements Thus  he wntes - 

tha t  "periods of depress~on a re  par t ly  due t o  over- 
Here's a first ra te  o p p o r t u n ~ t y  population" and "that a c a p ~ t a l i s t ~ c  system which 
T o  get  married with i m p u n ~ t y  

has developed certain inherent ev~ls  can most And mdulge In the fe l ic~ty 
Of unbound domestmty readily be m~t iga ted  by a l imita t~on of the num- 

ber of human be~ngs, who a re  forced t o  compete 
With t h ~ s  advice the renewer has  no quarrel al- with one another for a llvlng - 

t h o ~ ~ g h  he finds it difficult t o  see why ~t merits the Bes~des the usual chapters on the anatomy and 
w n t W  of a book T h e  and structure of the physiology of sex, hygiene of sex, venereal d~seases, 
author's reflections 8% however, open t o  crltlclsm, chddbirth and methods of contracept~on, the book 
especially a s  they  sue from an institute of domes- glves a very useful account of the history and 
t ~ c  relations and not from a girls' seminary "Mar- present status of the birth control laws In this 
nage," exclaims the author,  "develops ethlcal and other countries, and of the good work t h a t  1s 
stamina and makes f o r  the humamzing of humanity hlng done by birth control cllnlcs 
and  the c~vllizing of c i v ~ l ~ z a t ~ o n  Is the A question t h a t  anses  is how f a r  books such as  
essential ingredient, the  cohesive Powerwhlch binds the above fill any real need Recent times have seen 
humanity into a united fraternity,  gradually Pro- a plethora of books on marrlage and sex, most of 
ducing higher planes of evolution Under the wh~ch  a r e  based on s tandard works, and make no 
soothing and magnetic mfluence of love, the  claim t o  add anything new t o  our  knowledge on 
b W n  t o  see the beautlful ln things, and the these matters B u t  what is requ~red is more re- 
nostrils begtn to smell the than ever search There a re  available some very good books 
before " on marriage and kmdred topics and others should 

  he book's most ambltlous and  a t  the Same time only be w r ~ t t e n  ~f they contnbute  s o m e t h ~ n ~  new or  
most ~ u e n l e  effort Is a peculiar a deal with the subject in an onginal  manner One 
s e ~ f - ~ r a d ~ n ~  char t  en t~ t led  "How t o  Hold Your book such as  Ideal Mal-mage by D r  ban  
  ate," which ~f u t l h e d  honestly b y  h ~ S b a n d  and de Velde makes unnecessary a hundred others It 
wife, ~ 1 1 1  lead, the author IS t rue  t h a t  the tendency t o  s~mplify  difficult sub- 
in marriage o r  t o  a n  ~ n s t ~ t u t e  of domestic relations jects s~ tha t  they appeal to a is to be 
T h e  thing 1s s l m ~ l l c l t ~  itself Just gtve yourself Or welcomed Unfortunately in many cases such slm- 
Your mate marks ranging loo O every phficatlon makes d~fficult subjects appear  s~mple  
of the week fo r  the followmg mgred~ents,  each of JAY RUMYANECK 
which IS dignified w ~ t h  a separate chapter love, - 
freedom, endearment, conversat~on, pat~ence,  food, 
appearance, sexology, home and health "If the 
average 1s near  to  60 somethmg is wrong If  ~t is 
about 50 o r  less the case calls f o r  a more careful 
study of the contents of t h ~ s  book o r  consultation 
with a physician o r  psycholog~st o r  both"  T ~ P  
book 1s ded~cated "To all women t o  those who 
love, t o  those who a re  loved, and p a r t ~ c u l a r l y  to  
those who a re  loved by the ones they love " 
T L  Hygwne of Marraaqe by Dr Everet t  1s on 

the whole a satisfactory book If ~ t s  aim is too 
grandiose in t h a t  it attempts t o  deal m t h  all  the 
numerous branches of sex and marrlage, t o  be in 
f a c t  almost a n  encyclopedia of sex, it cannot be 
denied t h a t  the author  manages t o  p u t  In a l ~ t t l e  of 
every th~ng  He is especially clear and certain of h ~ s  
ground when he adheres t o  plam d e s c r ~ p t ~ o n  o r  

S E X U A L  T R U T H S ,  edited by W ~ l h a m  J Rob- 
Inson, M D Eugenws Publzshang Co,  New 
York 1932 $3 00 

ra ther  d~fficult t o  discover jus t  why a new 
I T e z t l o n  of thm 1919 work has been pubhshed 
-on any  grounds, t h a t  IS, except the obv~ous com- 
merc~a l  ones It IS a collect~on of articles by vari- 
ous writers, mostly Germans translated by the 
e d ~ t o r ,  on different phases of "sexology" ( D r  Rob- 
~nson's own word), but  ch~efly on sexual abstmence 
and its effects Much of the m a t e r ~ a l  1s out-dated, 
much of it is not applicable t o  Amencan condi- 
tions, being pred~cated on German law and German 
s o c ~ a l  customs, and  frequently one w r ~ t e r  contra- 
dicts another I n  fact, occasionally the e d ~ t o r  
l~lmself takes a hand and contradicts h ~ s  own 



contributor '  It is true, a s  D r  Robmson says m 
one of the short  essays with which he has filled out 
the volume, tha t  he 1s no pornographer, and there 
is nothing obscene In the  language of the book, 
but on the whole it falls under the category of 
laboring the obvlous I n  1900 it would have been 
sensational, in 1933 it is only boring Of course 
with so many authors some cannot fall t o  be good, 
and there a re  pages elther delightful o r  useful, a 
few a r e  both D r  Fr i t z  Wlttels, f o r  example, in 
"Instructmg the Young in  Sexual Matters," com- 
bines sound sense with high amusement, and yet 
he is responsible fo r  some very foolish and some 
very platitudinous statements in others of hls 
contrlbutions Celibacy, f o r  example, makes women 
engage in  c'masculine occupations", since when did 
occupat~ons possess sex? 

D r  Robinson was a ploneer in hls day, and many 
of us can thank him for  o u r  first emancipation from - 
the boges  with whlch normal young people used 
to  be oppressed by their elders It IS painful fo r  us 
t o  have had recent evidence from another field t h a t  
his days of open-mindedness and understanding are  
over 

I n  one respect only Sexual T r u t h s  is unfailingly 
on the n g h t  slde, and on a right side t h a t  has  not 
not yet become altogether vic tor~ous,  and t h a t  is 
in regard t o  birth control Even here the contnbu- 
tors a r e  b y  no means of one mind D r  Wittels, 
arguing passionately f o r  legalized abortion, per- 
mits himself t o  say  t h a t  "the various means em- 
ployed t o  prevent conception ruin our  nerves, b n n g  
about neuroses of every description, cause anxlety 
and depression," and is promptly called down by 
his t ransla tor  a n d  editor,  D r  Lowenfeld con- 
demns i n  round words the best and  most harmless 
contracgptive known, which D r  Nystrom recom- 
mends, D r  Gartman, In the  worst wnt ten  chapter 
in the book, states t h a t  "lt is In the character of 
all llving creatures t o  desire offsprmg, bu t  espe- 
cially so in the female ," whereas M r  Pothoff in 
the very next chapter says, with f a r  more t ruth ,  
"Not one tenth of those who yleld t o  love have 
any desire fo r  a child " 

I n  spite of these direct antagonisms of state- 
- 

ment, however, not  one of the authors opposes b1rt.h 
control a s  such, though many of the German spe- 
ciahsts consider abortion no more serious than 
contraception, a view extremely unpopular-and I 
believe wlth sound reason-in America I n  various 
chapters may be found a number of s t rong and 

quotable statements on the need f o r  family regula- 
tion, such as this one from D r  M a x  Hirsch "Even 
when a famlly is comfortably s ~ t u a t e d  married hap- 
plness is ~eopard ized  as  soon as  too frequent moth- 
erhood endangers the mother's health 
Ignorance of preventwes [often] 1s responsible fo r  
the breaking u p  of the home " D r  Tannenbaum, 
a n  American, not a German, says "Our laws must 
be so modified as t o  permlt physic~ans t o  instruct 
men and women in the a r t  of preventing concept~on 
No physician who has seen the benefits of such in- 
struction in restoring marital  happiness and In 
doing away with distressing symptoms can have 
any  doubts as t o  the wisdom of the pohcy hereln 
advocated " And D r  Wittels, even though he 1s 
argulng f o r  abortion instead of f o r  contraceptlon, - - 
contributes thls fine and s t i r n n g  paragraph  

But  the wlves of the poor, of the disinherited, 
must bear children until children a re  as  numer- 
ous as  the  sands of the sea, they must bear hun- 
dreds of thousands of slaves who will make the 
wheels t u r n  in  capitahsm's factones,  increase 
paupensm and depreciate the value of labor and 
of human matenal  T h e  church needs Christians, 
mihtarlsm needs recruits, capitabsm needs 
slaves, the three of them need defenceless masses 

I have answered my own question especially In 
this era  of acute economic distress, this pa ragraph  
alone justifies the  republication of Sexual T r u t h s  
B u t  I fea r  tha t  D r  Robinson, who has  become a n  
ally of the  very system D r  Wittels condemns, did 
not republish the book f o r  t h a t  reason 

MAYNARD SHIPLEY 
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by J M Wilhams Ultzverszty of Nor th  Caro- 
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 1931-1932, The Natcom- 
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News 
UNITED STATES 

T H E  Senate Judlclary Committee took a vote 
on the Btrth Control Blll ( S  4436) on Febru- 

ary 13 The vote stood 9-6 agalnst "reporting the 
blll favorably to the Senate a t  t h ~ s  time," two 
members (Wm E Borah, Idaho, and J J Blame, 
Wlsconsm) dld not vote Senators Hugo L Black, 
Alabama, Karl Schuyler, Colorado, A R Rob- 
inson, Indlana, Thos D Schall, Minnesota, Geo 
W Norris (Chamman), Nebraska, and Damel 0 
Hastings, Delaware, supported the Bill Those op- 
posing the Blll were Henry F Ashurst, Anzona, 
Hubert D Stephens, Mississ~ppi, Thos J Walsh, 
Montana, Sam G Bratton, New Mexlco, Fehx Her- 
bert, Rhode Island, Wm H Kmg, Utah, W R 
Austin, Vermont, C C Dill, Washington, and M 
M Neely, West Vlrginla 

The Federal Commlttee feels that  progress is 
belng made Pressure will now be brought to bear 
on the Senators who opposed the Bill 

The Federation of Jewlsh Women's Organna- 
ttons a t  their annual convention on January 31, 
adopted the following resolutton 

Whereas, from many and vaned viewpoints ~t 
1s considered desirable to permlt the proper 
medlcal authont~es freedom of actlon In regard 
to the dlsseminatlon of lnformatlon in regard to 
birth control, and 

Whereas, sect~ons of the Tariff Act and 
CrlmlnalCode prohlbit such d~sserninat~on,there- 
fore be it 

Resolved, that we, the Federat~on of Jewish 
Women's Organizations, Inc , m convention as- 
sembled, are In favor of an amendment to the 
sectlons of the Unlted States T a r 8  Act and the 
Criminal Code of the Unlted States of Amerlca 
whlch refer to supphes and med~cal literature 
from the Unlted States Malls, shall not apply 
to hcensed physiclam and duly authorized med- 
lcal schools, Journals or associations 

The resolution was proposed by the Unemploy- 
ment Commlttee, under the cha~rmanship of Mrs 
Isaac K&ie 

CONNECTICUT See edltonal and page 77 for re- 
port on Hartford Mass Meeting and 

the bmth control bill now pending In the leaslature 

Notes 
KENTUCKY The First Kentucky B ~ r t h  Control 

Conference was held a t  the Brown 
Hotel, Louisville, on February 25 under the au- 
spices of the Amencan Birth Control League At  
the luncheon meetlng D r  Erlc M Matsner, Medi- 
cal Director, American Blrth Control League, 
spoke on Bzrth Control and M a t e d  Health, Mrs 
Morton Keeney, Pres~dent, Mich~gan B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol League on Organzzataon and Development of a 
State Bzrth Contrd L e a p ,  and D r  Fred J 
Tausslg, Professor of Obstetncs and Gynecology, 
Washlngton University, S t  Louis, on Bzrth Con- 
trol from a Physacaan's Vwwpant 

An orgamzatlon meetlng followed a t  wh~ch Mrs 
Donald McGraw, Director Fleld Work, Arnerlcan 
Blrth Control League, spoke on the Outlcne of 
Plan for State Organazntaon 

The conference closed with a meetlng for mem- 
bers of the medlcal profession, addressed by D r  
Matsner Lou~svllle physlclans cooperatmg wlth 
the new Kentucky organizations are Drs Albert 
Bass, James W Bruce, J S Bumgardner, Nora N 
Dean, Carroll C Engllsh, Morns Flexner, F 
Wallace Frank, S C Frankel, Har ry  S Frazier, 
Emmett S Honne, W 0 Johnson, Robertson 0 
Joplin, Murry Kinsman, Hugh R Leavell W T 
McConnell, A M McKelthan, W W Nicholson, 
Hulbert B Noland, Ahce P~ckett ,  Henry N Ru- 
bel, Jesse Simpson, Silas H Starr,  Esther Wallner 

NEW JERSEY The first meeting of the recently 
formed Junlor Commlttee of the New 

Jersey Birth Control League was held on Febru- 
ary  3, under the leadership of Mrs Katherine Law 
Colwell Members from the Oranges, Short Hllls, 
Montcla~r, Mornstown, Madlson and Princeton 
were present After the busmess meeting Professor 
Wilham L Nunn of Dana College led an informal 
round table dlscuss~on on the economic aspects of 
b ~ r t h  control 

Directors of the League and others met with 
Congressmen McLane a t  the home of Col and Mrs 
Wallace of Summlt on February 6 for d~scussion 
of the Federal B ~ l l  then bet ore the Judiciary Com- 
mittee Telegrams and letters urgmg the passage 
of the bill were sent t o  Washlngton A reception 
for  Baroness Ishlmoto was held on February 10 
at the home of Mrs Henry Young of Newark 



NEW YOEK D r  Eric  M Matsner spoke on Febru- 
a ry  10th before the junlor and senlor 

med~cal students, the interne staff and v ~ s ~ t ~ n g  phy- 
siclans of the Albany Hosp~ ta l  and Med~cal Col- 
lege, and later met w ~ t h  the med~cal and lay 
trustees of the hosp~tal  

The New York City Comm~ttee announces the 
opening of a new mothers' health center a t  Pres- 
cott House, a settlement under the ausplces of the 
U n ~ t a n a n  Church, a t  247 Eas t  53rd Street The 
center is hold~ng one evening session per week to  
accommodate working mothers 

PENNSYLVANIA The annual news letter of the 
Pennsylvama B ~ r t h  Control Fed- 

eration, just ~ssued, carries a box as follows 

NOW I S  THE T I M E  FOR THE RENEW- 
AL O F  YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

In  order to  economize no rece~pt  will be sent 
unless requested THE BIBTH CONTROL RE- 
VIEW has been reduced to  $1 00 a year for  
members instead of $2 00  Please add a dol- 
l a r  to  your membersh~p ~f you are not already 
a subscriber as no one interested in Birth 
Control should fad t o  take the REVIEW 

VIRGINIA An organization meetmg was held a t  
the Jefferson Hotel, Richmond, on 

February 2, and addressed by Mrs McGraw and 
D r  Matsner Mrs A E W~lson Har r~son  will 
serve as  president of the Virglnia League 

Following t h ~ s  meet~ng D r  Matsner spoke to  
the junior and senior medical students, nurses, in- 
ternes and visitmg staff of the Med~cal College of 
Virgirua 

The three state league reports whwh foUow were 
receaved too late f w the a n d  meetsng ED NOTE 

Arkansas Eugenics Association 
The Little Rock B ~ r t h  Control Chn~c  sponsored 

by the Arkansas Eugenics Assoc~at~on was opened 
in February, 1931 The Board of D~rectors  of the 
State  B a p t ~ s t  Hospital has gwen the Association 
the use of a room free of charge, and a c h n ~ c  1s 
held once a week Two doctors and all those con- 
nected w ~ t h  the cl~nic (mterwewers, instructors, 
doctors' assistants, field workers and motor corps) 
serve without pay 

The cl~nic regstered 227 cl~ents, referred by the 
chanty and welfare agencies, and some p h y s ~ ~ ~ a n s  
Of these 93 were completed or  d~scharged cases, 
20% could not be located for a final check, 1 6  
were not following instructions a t  all times, and 55 
were uslng the method recommended w ~ t h  satis- - 
factory results The clin~c is free to  any married 
woman who cannot afford the services of a p r~va te  
phys~cian Funds are derived from membersh~p 
dues and lectures, a serles of which 1s gwen each 
Sprmg 

Last year an  afternoon lecture was given by D r  
Martm C Hawkins, J r  of the Executive Comm~t- 
tee on Problems of Bzrth Control and Methods of 
Contraceptzma, and a t  an evening meeting R a b b ~  
I r a  E Sanders and Rev Paul W Q u ~ l l ~ a n  spoke 
on M o m g e  and M w d 8  This year the lecture 
on contraception will again be given by D r  Haw- 
kins Early m March a t  the annual luncheon meet- 
mg Rev Morns Thornburgh Workman w~ll  speak 

The chairman spent two weeks in Washington 
last Spring worklug for the Birth Control Bill, 
and many letters and telegrams were sent to  Con- 
gressmen through the efforts of the members of 
the Board of Directors 

The Arkansas Eugenics Association IS a mem- 
ber of the Councd of Social Agencies of Little Roch 
and of the State  Conference on Soc~al  Work An 
effort is now bemg made t o  mterest other com- 
mun~ties in the State  in the work with the hope that  
several more clinics may be establ~shed 

Mss EDWARD CORNISH, Chazrman 

Birth Control League 
of Indiana 

The B ~ r t h  Control League of Indiana has spent 
the first year of ~ t s  existence on organ~zation and 
educat~on Literature has been distr~buted and 
talks even  to clubs and other small groups, cl~nlcs 
have been vis~ted and studied and a canvas made 
of hospitals w ~ t h  the hope of bemg able to  estab- 
lish an ~ntra-mural mothers' health c l ~ n ~ c  In In- 
dlanapol~s It now seems that  the clin~c w111 have 
to  be extra-mural and we expect t o  open ~t in the 
early fall 

On February 22nd we sponsored a large publ~c 
meeting a t  wh~ch D r  Henry Fieldmg Ogburn of 
Ch~cago University, director of President Hoover's 



Committee on Soclal Trends spoke on Recent So- 
czal T r e d  and Popdataon Control 

Letters 
Our annual meetmg for  the e lect~on of officers AVOID RELIGIOUS DIFFERENCES 

will be held in March, followed by a concerted drwe T o  THE EDITOR 
for  members and  funds H a s  not the birth control movement reached the 

Mas LEE BuRNsy  Chuzrman stage where counter-attack, perhaps in kmd, on 
the Catholics no longer serves a purpose but  where 

Maternal Health Association the struggle should be confined t o  conclhatory rea- 

of Missouri 
Although the progress of the Maternal Heal th  

Association of Mlssoun has been slow, we a re  not  
discouraged, reahzmg tha t  in  a clty like St LOUIS, 
In which a large proportion of the population 1s 
Cathohc, we cannot expect a swlft growth 

The  Maternal Heal th  Center was opened to  the 
public August 1, 1932, in St LOUIS T h e  first pa- 
tlent was advlsed August 3, and  by February 15, 
1933, we had had 1 0 2  patients, wlth three sesslons 
a week The  Center is receiving cases from social 
agencies in the suburbs I n  one suburb a group 

soning ? 

I recogmze, of course, the offic~al att i tude of the  
Church 1s ~mpeding progress m t h ~ s  work but  I am 
also aware t h a t  professed Ca tho lm are  coming 
more and more t o  the practlce It has  seemed t o  
me several times in the p a s t  year  in reading the 
REVIEW tha t  we might be winning greater  support  
from these by less unnecessary denouncement of 
their Church As  cases in pomt, I cite the  thlrd 
edltorlal in the February number and  the opening 
of the thlrd paragraph  of the article by Edl th  
How-Martyn on the follomng page 

I would continue t o  have us point out, a s  we 
of volunteer workers furmsh automobdes and believe, the fa l lac~es  in Catholic argument but  t o  
others furmsh the $1 00 charge fo r  patlents who do so in all kmdliness Le t  there be edltorlal leader- 
a r e  driven in t o  o u r  center b y  a social worker ship in the  REVIEW, but not such as  wlll emphasize 

Our  execut~ve secretary 1s carrylng on a cam- religious differences 
palgn of qulet publicity by vlsitlng social work- PAUL S WALCOTT 

Greenfild, Mass 
ers and others who may be able t o  send patients 
Both she and some of the cooperating doc<ors have A LIBRARIAN SEES LIGHT 
addressed groups of women all  over the  city At 
present she 1s t ry lng  t o  reach the church groups, TO THE EDITOR 

glving talks t o  thew women's societies 
A t  the end of J a n u a r y  a chmc was opened m a 

poor sectlon in the Northern p a r t  of the clty in 
the dispensary of a prominent Episcopahan soclal 
settlement Ten  patlents were advised the opening 
day  B y  March first plans wdl be completed t o  open 
another c l ~ n ~ c  in the Southern p a r t  of the  city in 
coopcratlon wlth a well established Methodist so- 
cial center 

Plans f o r  extendmg maternal health work a re  
under consideration in  S t  Joseph and  Kansas Clty 

MRS ALBERT E TAUSSIG, Secretary 

The  luterests of creative motherhood a re  best 
served by demanding the n g h t  t o  blrth control 
a d v ~ c e  and  legahzed abortlon under proper  care  
a s  a mat ter  of maternal health, and  maternal free 
cho~ce, ra ther  than  economic necess~ty T h e  com- 
m u n ~ t y  1s all of us ,  the commuruty t o  be 1s o u r  
chlldren 

DORA RUSSELL 

A few years ago  it was my desire t o  have the 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW accessible t o  persons 
uslng the city l ibrary When I offered my copies 
of the REVIEW t o  the hbra ry  I received the reply 
t h a t  the lssues would be accepted with thanks but  
would be kept on closed shelves, available t o  those 
who asked fo r  them J u s t  how anyone wa. t o  know 
the REVIEW was In the l ibrary was not  explamed 

A t  this polnt it seemed best t o  take a few coples 
t o  the hbrar lan so tha t  a declsion could be rendered 
not on the name of the magazine but  on ~ t s  con- 
tents As everyone who reads it knows, t h ~ s  maga- 
zlne has  printed nothing f o r  a t  least seven years 
tha t  could arouse a n  unseemly interest in the 
youngest o r  most curious of mlnds A simllar state- 
ment cannot be mad<of much of the work of present 
day writers whose books a n d  magazlne articles a re  
unquestiomngly placed on hbra ry  shelves 

A year  af ter  placmg the Issues of the  REVIEW 
In the l lbrar~an's hands, I had  occaslon t o  refer 
t o  some back numbers Not  findlng them on the 



open shelves I asked for  them a t  the desk In the 
peliodlcal readmg room, and was referred t o  some 
one higher u p  Finally a pleasant young woman 
of the staff produced a small key from her pocket 
and unlocked a cupboard where a t  first only dust 
cloths and smocks were t o  be seen From thls mls- 
cellany the desired issues werc brought t o  hght  
What  dublous material was now to  be exposed on 
the reading room tables 1 It seemed useless t o  place 
further Issues In the hbra ry  

F o u r  years have elapsed and the blrth control 
movement has gamed headway, particularly In this 
c ~ t y  and state, and now the same librarian has  
seen the llght, f o r  he wrltes "I have talked wlth 
members of the staff wlth whom I dlscusscd the 
same subject when back numbers of the publica- 
tlon were offered us My notes lndicate t h a t  some 
of the best lnformcd persons who were Interested 
In birth control a t  tha t  tlme thought the pubhca- 
tlon should be available In our  l ibrary f o r  those 
who asked for  ~t but  not publlcly dlsplaycd I re- 
member your  reference t o  lmproved edltlng of the 
REVIEW I think the manner of handllng the sub- 
ject wlll determine largely whether t h ~ s  pcnodlcal 
wlll be used prlmarlly by those approaching ~t In- 
telhgently 111 contrast  with those (especially 
youngsters) who mlght seek t o  find a n  outlet for  
tawdry curloslty only W e  mlght accept the sub- 
scriptlon and let the experience and  the judgment 
of good laymen llke ourselves determme the even- 
tual  pollcy of whether the magazlne will be placed 
on the open shelves o r  in stacks t o  be delivered on 
call " 

Thls  change of att l tude both on the p a r t  of the 
l ibranan and the library board 1s most encourag- 
mg and makes one feel t h a t  ~f four  short  years can 
brmg ~t about, then the whole movement can ex- 
pect t o  be seen In a saner light b y  the publlc a s  
well a s  by llbrarles 
I~~d~anapolzs ,  Zndzana ELIZABETH S HARRISON 

A CLINIC IN P O R T 0  BICO 

T o  THE EDITOR 
The  Rwth Control League of Por to  Rico was in- 

corporated on October 5 th  I am writing t o  let 
you know how my work is progressing T h e  ob- 
stacles have been ovcrrome, the hurricane season 
1s past, financial conditions a re  a htt le better and 
we have progrcssed to  the point of opening our 
Clinlc today Our office equipment has been mostly 
donated by friends who were Interested in o u r  work 
Santurce, Porto Rwo VIOLET S CALLANDEX 

CONTRIBUTORS T O  THIS I S S U E  

G A E T A ~ O  SALVEMINI, eminent Italian his- 
torian, is a t  present a member of the 
faculty of Harvard  University 

JOSEPH J SPENCLER, a specialist In popula- 
tlon research, 1s a professor of economm 
a t  the Duke University, North  Carolina 

E FEANKLIN FRAIIER, formerly dlrector of 
At lanta  School of Soclal Work, is pro- 
fessor of sociology a t  Flsk University, 
and author  of T h  Negro F a d y  an Chz- 
cago, The Free Negro Famzly, etc  

JAY RUMYANECK 1s a research student in so- 
cial blology a t  the London School of Eco- 

MIRIAM ALLEN DE FORD IS the author of Love 
Chzldren, a Study of Illegitimacy, and 
a frequent contributor t o  magazines 

Mass Meeting in Connecticut 
B I R T H  Control mass meetlng was held In A Bushnell Memorial Hall, Hart ford,  on Feb- 

ruary  24 undcr the auspices of the Har t fo rd  Com- 
mittee of the Connecticut Bir th  Control League 
I t s  object was to  stimulate Interest In the hearmg 
on the b ~ r t h  control blll before the J o m t  Judiciary 
Committee of the Connecticut Legislature, schedul- 
ed fo r  March 1 s t  This  bill alms to  permlt licensed 
physlclans t o  prescribe contraceptives for  health 
reasons and reasons of social welfare, and to  per- 
mit the use of contraccptwes when so prescr~bed 

Over 1500 people wcre present There  was no 
note of antagonism, on the contrary, much interest 
and enthusiasm werc shown The  meetmg expressed 
approval with a round of applause when Senator 
R a y  L Harding, Representative Kenneth de 
Pllmpton and a thlrd legislator, who declined t o  
glve his name, rose In the auhence and announced 
tha t  they would vote In favor of the proposed bill 

Baroness Keichl Ish~moto,  leader of the blrth 
control movement In Japan ,  was the prlnclpal 
speaker T h e  present situation m the F a r  E a s t  
gave poignancy to  her contention t h a t  birth con- 
t ro l  might have been a subs t~ tu te  fo r  Japanese Im- 
perialism "We have settled 1000 colon~sts in 
Manchuria," she said, "while we have nearly one 

(Contmued on page 19)  



Keep the Review in the Libraries 
A llbrary rubscnpteorz means that hundreds of  

readers (mi? one or two) are anformed on the 
progress of the bwth control movement M m y  k- 
branes have been forced to  dascatmue thar  8 t h  

a c n p t m s  thar year, as your lzbrary among the 
caszLalt~esP Tlte attached ltat shaos the lrbraner 
whech are stdl recezmng the REVIEW regzllorly If 
you do NOT jind your caty tn  t h s  b tang,  beg, bor- 
row or steal $1-the price of a lrbrary s v b s c n p  
tao7cand put your home town on the REVIEW 
llbrary mnp agam Swhscrrptms receaved now d l  
:nclu.de, gratas, the January and February wsws 
t o  make compkte 1933 vohme 

Fayettevllle 
Arkansar 

General Llbrary, Unlversrty of Arkansas 

Cahf~cnta 
Berkeley 

Unrverslty of Calrfornla Lrbrary 
Los Angeles 

Publrc Lrbrary, Serlal Dlvlsion 
Mllls College P 0 

Margaret Carnegre Lrbrary, Mills College 
Palo Alto 

Publlc L~brary 
Pasadena 

Publrc Llbrary 
San Francisco 

Medrcal School Llbrary, Unrverslty of Cahfornra 

Connechcut 
Hartford 
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Fort Morgan 
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Washington 
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U S Department of Labor Llbrary 
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Colllnsvrlie Memorial Library 
Edwardsvllle 

Free Pubhe Llbrary 
Western Sprlngs 

Thomas Ford Memorral L~brary 
Winnetka 

Wlnnetka Publlc Llbrary 

Indranapolis Publlc Lrbrary, St  Clalr Square 

Loruaana 
New Orleans 

Tulane University L~brary 

Publlc Library 

Wm Welch Medrcal L~brary 

MaaMchlnettr 
Boston 

Socral Servlce Lrbrary 
Malden 

Publrc Llbrary 
Newton 

Newton Free Lrbrary 
Northampton 

Smrtb College Library 
Spr~ngfield 

Llbrary, International Y M C A 
Wmchendon 
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Ann Arbor metuean 
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East Lanslng 
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Ypsllantl 
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New York State Lrbrary 
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Russell Sage Poundatlon 

Rochester 
Rochester Publlc L~brary 
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Ohio State Unwerslty Library 
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Oberhn 
Oberlln College L ~ b r a r y  

Oxford 
Western College Llbrary 
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L~brary,  Medical College of Virginia 
Unlverslty 

hbra ry ,  Unwersity of Vlrginia 

washlgtoa 
Seattle 

Seattle Public Library 
Wash~ngton Medical Library 

West Vugmla 
Morgantown 

Library, West V~rginia University 

Mllwaukee 
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CONNECTICUT MASS MEETING 
( C o n h u e d  from paps 77) 

million new babies In Japan  every year T h ~ s  fact 
alone answers the mllltansts " Professor Henry 
P r a t t  Fairchild advocated b ~ r t h  control as  a bet- 
ter  method of controlling population than "na- 
ture's methods" o r  celibacy, abstinence or  abortion, 
and appealed to  "thinkmg people t o  remove the 
whole sub-lect and Interest from obscurltv and a " 

maze of 6llsunderstandine and   lace ~t on a founda- - 
tion of reason and understanding--in the hands of 
the medical profession, the only ones competent to 
deal mth  it " Mrs F Robertson Jones urged the 
support of the b ~ l l  and answered quest~ons on the 
general birth control situation The Rev D r  
Percy G Kammerer, provost of Avon Old Farms, 
presided, and Rev Edward P Ayer, Chaplain of 
the Senate, stressed how much work there was to  
be done before the legislators from the "back- 
country" dlstncts gamed a real understanding of 
the meamng of h r t h  control "I wlsh more mem- 
bers of the Senate and House could have been here 
tonight," he said, "to hear these sound a rqmen t s  " 
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Mr Graham Roots Hall, Secretary 

C o v ~ e c n c a  BIRTIZ CONTROL LEAOUE 
79 Trumbull Street New Haven 

D r  A N Creadsk, Prerufent 
Mrs E B Reed, Secretary 

Dslawnas BIRTH CONTROL LEAOUE 
1019 Pine Street Wilrnrngton 

Mrs Wllllam S Bergland, Cha~rman 
Mrs George A Elllot, J r ,  Becretary 

ILLINOIS BIBTH CONTROI LEAOUE 
108 N Wabash Avenue C h i a o  

Mrs Benjamln Carpenter, Preatdent 
Mrs Effle Jeanne Lyon, Executtoo Secretary 

INDIANA BIRTII CONTROL LEAOWE 
4205 Washington B'vd lndinnapolrs 

Mrb Lee Burns, Prsatdent 
Mrs Theodore B GrrBths, Secretary 

MAINE BIRTH COXTROL LEAOUE 
Cape EHaabeth Portland 

Mrs Deane Small, Prestdent 

BIBTH CONT~OL LEAOW OP M ~ ~ ~ A C A U S E ~  
18 Joy Street Boston 

Mrs Oakes Arnes, Presdent  
MISS Carolme I Carter, Executtue Secretary 

BIBTH CONTROL LEAOUE OF MICAIDAN 
leze Lake Dnve S E Grand Raplds 

Mrs Morton Keeney, Prestdent 
Mrs Frank Stone, Secretary 

MINNEBOTA BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
228 Walker Building hlinneapd~s 

Mrs G C Shafer, President 
Mrs H B Wllcox, Becretary 

MATERNAL HEALTH ASBOCIATIOY uk MISSOUBI 
5038 Washington Ave St Louis 

D r  R J Crossen, Preadent 
Mrs Albert E Taussrg, Secretary 

NEW YORK STATE BIRTH CONTROL FLDE~ATIOX 
152 Madison Ave New York 

Mrs George C Barclay, Preaufent 
Mrs Frederrc Cromwell, Secretary 

PENNSYLVANIA B ~ T H  CONTROL FEUERATIOY 
1700 Walnut Street Philadelphia 

Stuart  Mudd, M D , Preadent 
Mrs George A Dunnlng, Secretary 
Mrs Allyn C Martln, Execu tm Secretary 

RHODE ~8IAYn BIBTH COVTROL LFAGUE 
108 N Main Street, Providence 

Mrs Henry Salomon, Pres~dewt 
Mrs Robert J Beede, Secretary 

VIBOINIA BIBTH CONTROL LEAOUE, 
2023 Monument Ave Rlchmond 

Mrs A E Wllson Hnrrrson 

If you wont to help 

Join the Amencan Birth Control League Grve 
your moral and financral support to the cam- 
pargn for eugenic brrth control 

Read the B ~ T H  CONTROL REVIEW Be  well in- 
formed about the most fundamental sacral 
movement of the day 

Jom >our State Birth Control League, lf there 
IS one If there 1s none, let the Amerrcan Blrth 
Control League help you organme your state 
or your community 

Urge soclal agencles to promote famlly Ilmlta- 
tlon rather than merely palllate the mwery 
resulting from unlrmlted fanlrhes 
Spread the rdeal of euenglc brrth control In your 
commnnlty 

M e m b e r e h t p  d u e s  t o  t h e  

AXERICAN BIBTI% CONTROL LEAWE $U t o  $100 

Duu of 23 and overmdude sub~~n~non 10 the Birth Control R m n v  

BIRTH C O N T R O L  
EVEBY MONDAY AT FIVE P td 

WEVD 
(1800 Klloeyde) 

Some other outstandrng features 

WORLD TOMORROW RADIO HOUR 
Every Tuesday at 8 15 P M 

THE NATION RADIO HOUR 
Everv Wrdneqday a t  8 IS P M  

Tell your frlends to tune in on 

WEVD 


