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To THE OFricErs axp OrHER AcTivE MEMBERS
oF STATE LEAGUES

HOSE of you. who were not at the annual
meeting of the League w at the Darectors

meetwng precedwmg & will, | thmk, be cnterested to
hear about somedf the recommendations made and
the decistons arrzved at

One O the suggestrons that the national of-
ficers greatly appreciated was that every state
league gwwe the national a place onthe program o
sts annual meetmg, so that we may have an eppor-
tunity to tell the members about our work, and
to make them realize that they are also members
o the mattonal |eague

Amnother mterestzng pownt brought out at the
meetmgs Was the progress sewveral bsrth control
leagues are makwng an developrng bzrth control ser-
wmice throughout thewr states They are buslding up
long hists of doctors who =il gwe contracepteve
adoice 10 women e rural destricts and small towns
for whwh elinscal sennce s smpracticable, or are
arranging for motor corps to brng such women
to the climacs

Thedsrectors this year repeated thewr last year's
recommendation that each state |league contribute
to the natronal ten per cent of sts yearsrecerpts, ex-
clusrve of chmse fees, but this year they dectded to
exclude also all $3 membershap dues which cover
a subscription to the Review They urged that the
ten per cent be set aside for the national as soon
as the money s recerved The leagues which have
pard this percentage to the natronal during 1932
are Michsgan, Massachzlsetts and Connecticut The
New York City Commattee, although under no ob-
hgation to contribute anythang to the national,
gave ten per cent of thewr recerpts and also gen-
erously financed the first month of the orgamiaing
of the New York State Federation

The dwrectors adopted a resolutson recommend-
tng 10 the national and state leagues a unsform
mimymum membership rate of $2 wnthout the Re-
VIEW and $3 wth & Last year's experment of
credstwng towards a state's quota one half the
amount of the REview subscriptions sent n by ct
was not successful, and wdl not be continued

The representatwes o the state leagues were
glad to hear that the subscription to the Review
for members has been reduced from$1 33to$1 00
The subscription for non-members wnll stoll be $2

(e of thenew Darectors asked ** What does the
natyonal do for the state Leagues?”

I nthefirst place, thenational as a rule organszes
the state leagues {enly two or three of them have

been formed by local mstiative) Thas means that
tt sends a fidd worker tnto the state and keeps her
there from s:z to twelve weeks Shentercews large
numbers o promanent people, physicians, philan-
thropsts, socsal Workers, clergymen, college teach-
ers, etc, fromwhomthe nucleous of aboard for the
prospectzve state league ¢ finally sebcted She
then gefs up an orgamszation meeting with repre-
sentative Speakersand arranges for publicsty Thas
work of organmsmng new State leagues + by far the
most expenswwe of all thebranches of our work We
devote t0 #f more than a thwird of our funds After
the state league s orgamszed, our fizld director
usually stays onto help secure members and funds
for & Thenwm a fewmonths tzme, +f the new league
ts m need of further assistance, she returns and
stays until the organszation s really on its feet
and functsonwmg satwsfactorly \We turn over to st
all the members thut we have n the state, and
henceforward the state league collects and retasns
the dues of every member wn sts terrstory, the na-
tional recevong no duesand, as a rule, solsciteng no
contributrons fromresudents s organszed States

Another sermce We Offer state leagues t# that of
our medwcal derector, Dr Eric M Matsner, an ar-
thority M contraceptwe technque and clmic or-
gamazation Dr Matsner s ready to answer all in-
quarses On these subjects, and we are glad to send
hemto state leagues to lecture to medscal societies
and classes of medwal students W e ask well estab-
lashed state leagues to pay hes traveltng expenses,
but ontraps t o newly organszed bagues, we pay one
half of these ezpenses

Besides the services o our fleld dwector and
medscal drector, Wwe oOffer state leagues the BirTH
ConTroL REVIEW We cannot afford to give them
the Review, but we sell & t 0 thesr members for less
than one-thcrd of what & costs us We are so con-
minced Of s educational value that we hope all the
state organszations wnll soon cometo the same con-
clusion thut we have reached — that s s good
business t0 send the Review to every member who
pays as much as $3 in dues

W e publish also, and sell to the stateleagues at
cost, a manual of contraceptroe technsque, written
by our medwcal dsrector, and educational leaflets on
every aspect of berth control

Thea @ what we now do for state leagues We
should lske 10 do more, and we hope that you il
tell us how we can be of greater sertace to you
Won't someof you send suggestions for publscation
w the March Review?

Ereanor DwicaT JONES, President
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HE annual meetingof theAmerican Birth

Control League, which drew together
workersfrom all partsof the country, show-
ed the current trend of the movement in its
emphasis on the positive aspects of birth con-
trol Discussion centered on the development
of clmical service, ontherelation of birth con-
trol to preventive medicine, and on the prob-
lem of clearing the movement of the charge
of being dysgeme The general sense of the
meeting was that, adequately developed,
birth control will be a major factor in race
betterment and a positive eugenic force The
participation of speakers from Japan and
Mexico gave evidence of world-wide unity
of alms, significant, too, was the intelligent
cooperation of the press in reportmg the
meeting

HILE chnies are multiplying and state

leagues functioming, restrictive laws
still exist and block the progress of the move-
ment Thefederal laws goverming mail, com-
mon carriers and importation still class birth
control with obscemty They conflict with
state laws, confuse physicians and hamper
medical research Two recent mstances of
this are at hand Dr Robert S Sweet of
L ongBeach, Califorma, reports theconfisca-
tion by the Collector of Customs of pam-
phlets from England, labeled " Pamphlets

on Birth Control,” and Dr Hannah M

Stone reports that a package, contaming
samples of a new contraceptive device, in-
vented in Japan and sent to her for testing,
has been detamned It is good news that the
Birth Control Bill (S 4436}, sponsored by
Margaret Sanger's National Committee on
Federal Legislation, has reached the Senate
Judiciary Committee, and that a vote will
be taken on February 6th or the Monday
following All readers of the Review are
urged to support thas bill

ATHoLIC activity has taken a new turn
with the publication of a pamphlet advo-
cating a "new'" method of birth control
Various versions of this pamphlet have ap-
peared simultaneously on the Continent, 1n
Czechoslovakia, Holland, Poland and other
countries, and English and American edi-
tions have just beenissued The pamphlet s
titled Perwodical Abstinence M Marrzage,
and The Rhythm of Stensity and Fertilaty
i Women, and is attributed to different au-
thors But all versions have, apparently, the
"approval of the Holy Father” That they
adwvise famuly limitation through reliance on
the so-called " safe period™ will undoubtedly
have tragie results in thousands upon thou-
sands of cases, for scientists do not yet com-
pletely understand the complex factors con-
trolling ovulation and fertility But that the
Catholic Church grants the necessity for
family hmitation and permits a method other
than complete abstinence has far-reachmg
umphications |t isidle to speculate on what
determmed this change of policy |sit arec-
ogmtion that Catholics will avail themselves
of some kind of barth control, and that for
the Church to forbid them thisisto risk dis-
obedience? Thestep fromadvocating a faulty
method to permitting a scientfic one may be
long, but, logically it wall betakenat last By
fortunatecoincidenceDr Matsner's Outline,
The Techmque of Contraceptzon, has just
been issued by the League |t provides the
physician with a survey of reliable methods



36

Birrn CoNnTROL REVIEW

World-wide Progress

By EDITH HOW-MARTYN
Drrector, Burth Control Internatwnal Informatwn Centre

ROGRESS in birth control all over the world
has been very marked dunng 1932 The move-

ment had been gathering impetusfor several years
But recent economic disasters, unemployment, the
emergence of more liberal views have helped the
spread of birth control enormously Still more
gains can be looked for in 1933

The outstanding events of the last year are not
necessarily the most conspicuous Chief importance
must be given to the idea of birth control, though
m a tentative and restrained form, appearing in
a report issued by the League of Nations at Gen-
eva This was naturally hailed by birth control-
lers as a great victory, as indeed it was It was
recognized by the Papists as a great danger to
their anti-birth control teachings, asindeed it is

The kind of surreptitious mtrigues mm which
Roman Catholicsare so experienced wasimmediate-
ly started, with the result that, at the meeting o
the Assembly in September, the Irish delegate, act-
ing as the eatspaw of the autocrat of the Vatican,
demanded the recall of thereport The expert Com-
mittee, composed entirely of medical members rep-
resenting five nationalities, fortunately refused to
alter their medical conclusions at the bidding of
therepresentative of aninsidious and ceaseless des-
potism The wording of the report was softened
as a conciliatory gesture, and there the matter
rests for the moment so far as the League is con-
cerned What is the public going to do about it?
What are thehappy mothers of theworld going to
do about it?Will they rally to the defence of
mothers too poor, too ignorant and too downtrod-
dento resist becoming victims of repeated unwant-
ed pregnancies? Milhons of motherslosetheir lives
every year through falling victims to outworn re-
higrous customs or to thelack of medical nursing
and general attention, such asis given to cattle on
every well-managed farm Will Margaret Sanger’s
appeal and work for a conscious, happy mother-
hood find fresh enthusiastic adherents to fight this
Roman Catholic menace making itself felt all over
theworld?

Sowiet Russia, though it has not apparently de-
veloped any new contraceptives, retains its posi-

tion as the first country in the world to make
motherhood voluntary, and to recognize its su-
preme importanceto the community Marnage and
divorce, econonuc customs, domestic habits and
age-long superstition have all been scrapped in
theinterestsof thewelfare of mothersand children
In Soviet Russia the production and care of the
next generation take precedencedf all but the most
necessary economic developments The prejudice
aroused by the economic experiments of Soviet Rus-
sia have hitherto prevented due appreciation be-
ing given to the enormous and interesting social
and cultural expansion of services which is taking
place If they can bemaintained, their influence will
spread and Soviet Russia will become a source of
information and experiment of incalculable value,
especialy to Asia

Recently birth control clinics have been opened
in South Africa, Canada, Poland, India, Japan
and Hawan, and still more added t o the numerous
clinics already in existence in the Umted States,
Germany and England Poland is of special interest
asitsfirst birth control clinic was opened in Sep-
tember, 1931, and a recent report states *"We
hope to open five birth control clinics in the pro-
vincial towns, in Lwow and Cracow this winter
We havein Warsaw a dozen private climes adver-
tising consultation for women who desireto prevent
pregnancy Our little clinic playsits part far be-
yond the two little rooms which it occupies "

I n Czechoslovakia a Birth Control Society has
been established The work received an impetus
from Margaret Sanger’s recent visit, and her pam-
phlet Family Lwmitation has been translated and
is being circulated by the indefatigable birth con-
trol worker, Mme Molinkova-Popprova

Spain, in freeing itself from an effete monarchy
and a corrupt church, has embarked upon an ex-
tensive program o socia reform There is now
freedom of discussion for the sexual reform move-
ment and it has found a remarkable champion in
a young student o law and medicine, Hildegart,
who, though not yet twenty years of age, has al-
ready published several books advocating birth
control. stemlization and other reforms She has
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also written a history of the Malthusian move-
ment which includes an account of recent events

Personal mquiries about birth control have been
made at the London office o the Birth Control In-
ternational Information Centre by wvisitors from
Egypt, West Africa, South Africa, India, Burma,
China, Finland as well as from other European and
American countries, and by correspondence from
Bermuda, Mexico, Japan and New Zealand among
other places not mncluded 1n the above New Y ork,
Germany, Holland and other long-established cen-
tres of birth control activity have sumilar exper-
rences, SO the exchange of information 1s very ac-
tive

There has not been much appreciation of the
mmportance of birth control among governments,
n spite of their failure to deal with unemployment
or to stemthe tide o economic depression England
stands almost alone in permitting the expenditure
of public money by Public Health Authorities 1n
giving birth control information to women on medi-
cal grounds France and Italy stand almost alone
in making discussion and propaganda for birth
control and the sale o contraceptives illegal 1t 1s

An Ultimate Goal
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sigmficant that women have no voting power in
either country and that in Italy the freeexpression
of all opinion 1s very restricted

Research work to discover a cheap, safe and
aesthetic contraceptive continues actively mn the
Umted States, Britain, Germany and Scviet Rus-
sia

The medical profession is at last beginming to
take 1ts proper position in the birth control move-
ment, for the pubhc will be cheated o what 1t may
rightly expect until contraception isincluded 1n all
courses for medical traimng The public must de-
mand this service and turn to those medical prac-
titioners who will supply it

Who can doubt the final outcome? Human be-
ings will at last bein complete control of their own
fertihity Within limits they will be able to people
the world with the children of desire The results
will be of intense mterest, though probably very
different from what many o our Utopians picture
There 1s much to accomphsh before the goal 1s
reached All who want to help should link up at
once with one of the numerous birth control ox-
gamzations

for Birth Contrd

By NORMAN E HIMES

Ax OrEn LETTER To D2 Louis I DusLiv

HE statement by Dr Lows | Dublin n the

January ssue of the Review, under ' Pro-
grams and Wishes [for the Birth Control Move-
ment] for 1933, calls for analysis and criticism
L et usoverlook the fact that in wishing the L eague
wel he wishes it out of existence, and hasten to
state Dr Dublin's case before criticizing 1t The
gist o his argument runs as follows Brakes
should be apphed to the American birth control
movement because1t 1s predicted that a few or sev-
eral decades hence — the estimates vary — the
Umited States will have a stationary, or even pos-
sibly a shghtly decliming population The birth
control movement should emphasize “the need of
correctives of 1ts own activities 1n recent years,™
for “conditrons may soon get out of hand® Dr
Dubhn 1s alarmed The birth rate 1s falhng so
rapidly, he claims, as virtually to “mperil the con-
tinued existence of the country -- I n a few decades
we shall be in such a ' desperate situation™ as will

"send cold shivers down the backs of all who un-
derstand what this [a stationary population]
means and who have any love for their country »

This statement 1s nonsense--nonsense on stilts
I't is highly probable that we shall have a station-
ary or even slightly dechining population in several
or even a few decades But what of it?Thefunda-
mental assumption that a stationary population
necessardy 1mphes national and social decay, or
even that it will be accompanied by a lack of prog-
ress is certainly unproved and probably false The
statement showsa stmking disregard of many facts
d history

First, many great civilizations of the past seem
to have had, as nearly as one can judge in the
absence of census data, a virtually stationary
population

Second, recent growth in numbersis a new phen-
omenon, 1n extent 1t is umque in history All econ-
omic historians agree that nothing lhke 1t ever
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happened before We know the reason the Indus-
tnal and Agricultural Revolutions, and the social
factors associated therewith Dr Dublin’s error
consists 1n failure to recognize or admit the ab-
normal (1 e, unusual) nature of rap:d 1ncrease and
the normal nature of stationary numbers It seems
gueer that a statistician should ecommt the fallacy
of extrapolating such a trend without recogmzing
that the slackeming off 1n rateis merely the estab-
hishment of a new equihbrium—an adjustment that
many forces make mevitable A tyro might easily
make this error, but onehardly expects the social
thinking of a great statistician to be completely
vitiated by it That Dr Dubhn iS not acquainted
with these factsis hardly thefault of the American
Birth Control League and of an "*uncontrolled
birth control movement ** On the contrary, | should
consider it rather an excellent argument for the
need of the League's work in high places

Third, Dr Dublin's assumption is not in accord
with the “weight of authority ” The overwhelm-
ing majority of American economists and sociolo-
gists disavow it On that ground alone it hardly
deserves serous refutation T o besure, afew com-
petent investigators of population problems ac-
cept it Kuczynsk: may, but, while his statistical
work s excellent, some of his inferences in the
Balance d Bwrths and Deaths are sensational, un-
warranted and unsound Professor Raymond Pearl
has fallen mto a similar error in concluding falla-
ciously (through analogies between human and low-
er populations) that a human population, to be
healthy, must be growing in numbers Thisis also
nonsense, but it is less objectionable smce it does
not set itself up as the sole basis of Amencan
population pehcy Pearl's statement proves only
the unfortunate result which ensues when biolo-
gists, untrained 1n economic and sociological the-
ory, discuss sociological matters Gum, the Italian
demographer, holds a somewhat similar view, but
many of s population theories have no standing
among American economists and sociologists

I n support of my view | have space for only one
quotation Thereport of the President’s Research
Commitiee On Recent Social Trends, just issued,
says "'Inthe past there has been a widespread be-
hef that a rapidly growing population was one of
the essential conditions of general progress While
rapid growth of population undoubtedly has con-
tnbutedto past progress, theslowing up of growth
in the future need not be accompanied by gradual

BieTe ConxTroL REVIEW

stagnation” (Vol |, p 49) If this were not the
concensus of modem enhghtened academic judg-
ment, it 1s safe to say 1t never would have survived
the ngorous cnticism to which the manuscripts of
each chapter were submitted Not only need a sta-
tionary population not spell stagnation, it has a
score of advantages which cannot be treated here

TheDublin statement 1s shot through with many
fallacies Hereare a few (1) that the cessation of
bhirth control propaganda would prevent, or even
materially delay, the advent of a stationary popu-
lation, (2) that since knowledge of contraception
bnngs the assumed ewil of a stationary state, we
should wipe out education m birth control Thereis
no balanced recogmtion m the statement that even
+f the birth control movement brought the *“evil”
of a stationary populatlon, it might be worth the
price on account of its other social benefits

Dr Dublin, amost alone, is alarmed And how
does he aim to avert the alleged ew:l? By alarming
others May | respectfully suggest that sober pub
he polictes on crucial issues are seldom wisely
weighed and chosen in an atmosphere of alarm?
Why thispubhie campaign of hystera? Dr Dublin
has put on armor to lay a ghost, and the armor is
full of holes

Onemght have expected a demographer who had
fallen mto these obvious logical errors to have ap-
proached his subject with scientific spint, with
humihty But all the science inherent 1n the state-
ment 18 comprised m the prediction, the rest 1s
pseudo-science Instead of humility we find a pro-
miscuous and somewhat uninformed attack on the
leaders o the birth control movement, past and
present Dr Dublin then turns propagandist him-
self But his is a different purpose he amms to de-
liver the natzon from what he misguidedly considers
a great evil

Dr Dublin’s attitude 1s a mixture d seventeenth
century Mercantilism, nineteenth century national -
ism and sentimental patriotism, combined with
twentieth century Rotaran boostensm—an atti-
tudehardly calculated to resolve any modern prob-
lem

What he expects of the birth control movement
and of the American Birth Control Leaguein par-
ticular is not clear Would he have 1t disband?
Would he have it adopt the policies of Mussolim?
| gather that Dr Dublin thinks that it 1s time to
call a halt to education in birth control And all
for thereason that we may have astationary popu-
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lation 1n the future! Are the benefits of birth con-
trol in promoting public health, 1n reducing pov-
erty, in alleiating economic distress to be given
up because of this imagined eval? The American
people have decreed otherwise, as have all the peo-
ples of northern and western Europe, and 1t would
seem that they have made the wiser choice

I wish to affirm it asmy sober judgment that the
birth control movement—whether concerved as an
orgamzed movement embodied 1n such an orgamza-
tlon as the League, or as a spontaneous, unplan-
ned, uncoerced drift of individuals in the direction
of voluntary parenthood — will not have accom-
phished 1its task until every adult man and woman
i the U SA has ready access to the most relsable
contraceptive knowledge known t 0 modern science,
and this at low cost, 1ts work wall not be fimshed
unt1l unrehable, harmful methods are replaced, un-
td the costs (se sacrfices) of childbearmg are
much more equitably distnbuted between social
classes than s now the case anywhere sn the world
T o stop short of thisis to stand for obscurantism,
for keepmg the massesin Ignorance, and above al,
for smequalsty of opportumsty sm access to wtal
health knowledge |s this what Dr Dublin stands
for? If so, will he publicly admt 1t, and refram
from hystencal, ignorant attacksonbrth control?
| say that even i1f the population of the United
States should be reduced by half 1n order to achieve
democracy in the sacrifices of childbearing and
child-rearing, 1t would be cheap at the price Such
a'"pnce" wll not, we may hope, be necessary But
1t would not be too much to pay

Here 1s an ultimate goal for the birth control
movement | doubt if it can be achieved 1n two
hundred years, perhaps never perfectly But it 1s,
m my judgment, a worthy ideal to strive for In
themeantime we need not be disturbed by hystencal
alarms

Three additwonal comments on Dr Dublwn’s

“Program” follow Edstor’s note

To taE EpiTor

I beleve that a conference such as Dr Dublin
suggests in his article 1n the January Review
would be mteresting and possibly fruatful | fed,
however, that his major premises which demand
an mcreasmg population are entirely false There
18 NO evidence at the present time that there are
toofew people On thecontrary thereis an obvrous
and extremely unpleasant group of factsthat show
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that we have altogether too many people This na-
tien, 1n My opmmon, would be much more unified
and happier if mstead of having one hundred and
twenty milhon people we had fifty mmlhon Our in-
dustry 1s built on the supposition that the popula-
tlon will contmue to grow and buy new goods 1n
ever mereasing numbers The present instabihity
and upset 1n the social order 1s, in my opinion, the
direct contradiction of the truth of that supposi-
tion C C LiTTLE

Bar Harbor, Masne

To tTHE Epitor

Dr Louis| Dubhns surely wrongmn assumng
that if a country's birthrate falls so low as to
cause a decline 1 the number of its inhabitants the
fall will remam and “mmperil the continued exist-
ence of the country ” A decline in numbers would
replace dimimishing returns by increasing returns,
and the resulting abundance would release the par-
ental mstinet and raise the birthrate He 1s agatn
wrong, | submit, in supposing that “gains from
mmmigration are over probably for along time > |
cannot believe that the United States will not soon
be prosperous again and a magnet, if 1t should
wish, to milions of young Europeans who desire
a higher standard of hiving and a brighter outlook
for parenthood than their overcrowded mother-
lands can prowvide

B Duxror, M D
London, England

To TrE EpITOR

What 1s the1dea of printing 1n the Biera Con-
TRoOL Review, which 15 supposed t0 contain articles
aiding and favoring the movement, such a rabd
and ene-sided attack as the article 1n the January
Issue, signed by Dr Louis | Dubhn?

Why did you not pont out the fact that there
are 20,000,000 persons out of work 1n the United
States, most of whom, dueto the use of **labor sav-
ing” machinery, will never have work agam, that
owing to the great immcrease 1n the number of
chanty cases, 50 per cent of our medical practi-
tioners are working for nothing, that overpopula-
tlonis heading usstraight mnte communism

If you must print such articles as that of Dr
Dublin, for Heaven's sakeprint a convinemg reply,
or the Review will be a tool of the enemies of our
calise CHarLEs F HurcHins
Los Angeles, Calif
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The Annual Meding

OR a clear, concise and stimulating picture of
the birth control movement today, and 1ts plans

for the future, we recommend attendance at an
annual meeting of the American Birth Control
League The meeting this year was held on Janu-
ary 19, at the Hotel Gotham, New York City At
themorning session delegates from six state leagues
reported on the work of their orgamzations EX-
cerpts from these reports are given below Mrs F
Robertson Jones, who presided, spoke of the steady
growth of state leagues and ches, particularly
of the newly opened clinic 1n Porto Rico, and of the
Grand Rapids ehime financed by the city and housed
m the City Hall |In summing up the progress of
the movement for 1932, Mrs Jones saad "' There
are now 14 state birth control leagues working
with the American Birth Control League to pro-
mote scientifie, eugemc birth control The total
number of elimies 1n the United States, Hawan and
Porto Rico 1s 122 Some o them are connected
with hospitals and settlements, some are Independ-
ent, all are directed by physicians and most of
them offer advice free of charge to those who can-
not afford to pay Thework of the American Birth
Control League is not spectacular or milhitant in
any way We are just quietly educating and or-
gamzing—educating people to see the social and
eugenic mportance of birth control, organizing
them, state by state, to extend the knowledge o
contraceptive technique among doctors and to
make this knowledge available to the poor in chin-
1cs, SO that they may limit their children to those
for whom they have health and means of support >’
Dr Eric M Matsner, medical director of the
League, spoke of the changing attitude of doctors
toward barth control and said "' Present economic
conditions make birth control imperative But the
movement 1s handicapped by opposition due to the
misunderstanding of doctors and organized medi-
cine, and hampered by state and federal laws Un-
deserved eriticism has been aimed at the League
on the ground that 1t 1s fostering a dysgenic move-
ment Orgamzations such as ours, i bringing In-
formationto all the people, will make birth control
in, the future a eugenic factor in our social plan-
ning The younger doctors are eager for birth
control information, and medical schools are ask-

ing the League for speakers Thedoctor of tomor-
row must think in terms of preventive medicine and
positive health, rather than the cure o disease He
will correlate economics and sociology with medi-
cine and will comeback to his old place asthe family
counselor Particularly will preventive medicine of
the future deal with basic factors, with engemes
and heredity ”

The editor o the Review pointed out that two
new groups have been reached during the year a
growing radio audience, through weekly radio talks
over WEVD, arranged by the Review, and Negro
physicians and laymen, through the special Negro
number and its subsequent publicity In addition
to a consideration of the Negro and birth control,
three other special topics were taken up Child
Welfare, Social Work and State Leagues Plans
for 1933 include a Sterlization Number for April
and special issues devoted to Unemployment and
Eugenics

The six state leagues represented at the meet-
ing reported as follows *

Connecticut Birth Contraol
L eague

Our immediate mnterest is to amend the unique
law against the use of contraceptives which pre-
vents the organizing of chmes Our legislature 1s
now m session and our bill has been presented by
the State Medical Society under most favorable
auspices T hebill provides that the present blanket
prohibition agamst contraceptives shall not apply
to licensed physicians, nor patients acting on the
advice o such doctors, "*whenin the opimon of such
physician pregnancy would be detrimental to the
healtfgI of the patient or to the child of such pa-
tient

There are a hundred and sixty-mine towns n
the state o Connecticut and most of them havetwo
representatives in the House, whether the towns
have populations of fivethousand or a hundred and
fifty thousand Obvioudly, this imntroduces a large,
conservative, Yankee agranan element into the

+Reportsof the work of the eight remammng state leagues
not present will appear i the March 1ssue of the Review
Edstor’'s Note
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House For eighteen months we have conducttd an
educative campaign throughout the state Onehun-
dred of thetowns are organized with a town com-
mittee, charrman, doctors, clergymen and pledged
voters We have four thousand pledged members
in the state Of these about one hundred and fifty
have paid their dues or made contributions, and
this shortage of funds has hampered our work At
the peak of our efforts we were forced to release
all of our officestaff and abandon all of our activi-
ties But as the election approached there was a
renewal of interest We find a wide-spread, mild
mterest but great hesitancy in expressing these
convictions firmly This is true among the phy-
sicians although we got a unanimous vote o the
House of Delegates of the State Medical Society
Physicians as a rule are interested in speaific cases
but not likely to lead a crusade

I't 1s only fair to speak of the magmnificent work
accomplished in Greenwich and the efficient organ-
zationin Hartford | nboth instances it proves our
statement that privileged classes avail themselves
of modern mformation while the under-privileged
are demed it by our restrictive law With the help
of the doctors, we anticipate maternal welfare sta-
tions involving prenatal care, prenuptial advice,
mfant welfare, etc, as well as contraceptlve ad-
vice when necessary If the members of the Amer-
ican Birth Control League who have relations,
friends or acquaintances in Connecticut, would re-
mind them of theimportance of making some con-
tact wath our StatelL eagueat this critical juncture,
it would be of materal assistance

A mass meeting in support of the mll has been
arranged by the Hartford Committee o the Con-
necticut League at Bushnell Memorial Hall, Hart-
ford for February 24th Prominent speakers and
authorities on birth control will participate

A N Creavick, M D , President

Birth Control League
of Massachusetts

L ast Spring the legal committee of the Massa-
chusetts League made a thorough analysis o the
laws of the 48 states with a detailed opinien of
the Massachusetts law This was published in the
April, 1932, Review under the title of Permassion
vs Prohabetem It is the opinion of Mr Murray
F Hall, of the firm of Goodwin, Proctor & Hoar,
member of the Committee, that ""A physician is
Justified 1n ghving contraceptlve advice for thepur-
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pose of saving hfe, safeguardinghealth or prevent-
ing disease He may give such advice whenever the
condition of the patient would warrant the per-
formance of the therapeutic abortion $ she were
pregnant or would justify a sterilization He may
give such advice whenever from the condition of
the patient a contraceptive 1s medically indicated
The physician's advice and service given for the
purpose of saving hfe, safeguarding health, or pre-
venting disease though involving the ancillary
purposes of preventing pregnancy do not violate
statutes the purpose of which is to protect the
public health and safety’" Copies of this opmion
have been widely distributed among the doctors,
clergymen and laity

Since the rendering of this opinion anincreasing
number of physicians are giving advice to their
patients Requests for advice which come to the
Massachusetts League are referred to physicians
by entirely legal methods This phase of the work
has grown rapidly during the past year

The educational work of the League by circular
letters, lectures before women's clubs, church
groups, etc, and personal callsis being continued,
and the present campaign for membersis directed
particularly toward the younger alumnae of the
women's colleges d Massachusetts

Especial emphasis has been placed this year on
work with physicians Lectures on contraceptive
techmaue given by doctorswho are especially quah-
fied in this line have been arranged for medical
groups ltisencouraging tolearn that for thefirst
time in 1ts history, the Harvard Medical School
listed a lecture on contraceptive technique in this
year's semor work in obstetrics

Many members of the Massachusetts League
were keenly interested in the campaign to amend
the federal laws At the time of the hearings in
Washington the membership was circularzed and
telegrams and letters were sent to the House and
Senate Committees Forcible messages were also
sent to the President on the occasion of the demand
by the Cathohc Alumnae that Governor Beverley
o Porto Rico should becensured for his advocating
birth control asa way of checking overpopulation

A representative of the League is constantly in
touch with legislative activities at the State House
to inform us o the filng of any new bill which
might affect our work and of any opening which
makes 1t advisable to renew legislative activity

Mas H M Goopwix, Treasurer
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Birth Control League
of Michigan

The cooperation o the medical profession
throughout the state 1s one d the outstanding
features of the work i Michigan Seventy phy-
sicians are on the State Advisory Committee, three
are members of the State Board, and eight phy-
sicians have spoken before medical groups and
other orgamzations At the Michigan State Medi-
cal Society meeting, held in Kalamazoo last Sep-
tember, Dr Matsner spoke before the Division o
Gynecology and Obstetrics to a capacity house A
resolution was passed by the society as a whole
asking that a committee be appointed to study
birth control i» Michigan Dr Campbell o Grand
Rapids, @ member of our Executive Committee, 1s
chairman of this committee The Division of Gyne-
cology and Obstetrics also appointed a commilttee
to make a separate study during the year Four
County Medical Societies have endorsed birth con-
trol

Questionnaires were sent to all the secretames o
the County Medical Societies, with a letter stating
theaims of the Barth Control League of Michigan
and its wish to cooperate with the medical profes-
sion Eighty-eight rephed, the majority asking
for further information and expressing their will-
ingness {0 cooperate A hst of members o the
Kent County Medical Society, quahfied and willing
to give contraceptive advice has already been com-
piled and 15 used mm refernng cases We plan to
compile simlar hsts for every county

Last year there were four climies 1n Michigan,
there are now nine The following data 1s a report
asd January 1,1933

Name I N exstence %"é’%?’ Il,va';‘:'{“
Mothers Clme syrs 3 2500
Harper Hospital 23 mos 2 1228
Woman's Hospital 21 mos 1 674
Maternal Health Chme,

Grand Rapids City Hall 8mos 1 140
Blodgett Hospital lyr 1 215
Royal Oask Maternal

Health Clmic 11 mos 1 170
Battle Creek Clinie 6 mos 1 47
Jackson Clme 6 mos 2permo 29
Butterworth Hospital 6 mos 1 10

Total 4,913

So far, with the exception of the chmics in Bat-
tle Creek, Jackson and Royal Oak, the League has
had to take no financial responsibility for chinical
work The Mothers' Chme 1s financed independent-
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ly, up to now the chme at Harper Hospital has
been taken care of by agrant of money from east-
em philanthropists, the chmes at Woman's Hos-

pital and Blodgett Hospltal were also assisted by
the same eastern philanthropists, but , o the re

sponsibility for supporting them 1s bg,, taken

by the Woman's Board The ¢hme at Grand
Rapids City Hall 15 tax supported, and the small
amount o work which has been done at Butter-
worth Hospital has come into the regular Ut
patient department budget, in Battle Creek and
Jackson, roomsfor the chinies are given rent free,
and i Royal Oak space 1s made available by the
County Health Department and all the doctorsand
nurses donate their services

The committee m Ann Arbor has been working
for eeven months and 1t has been found expedient
there to use existing social agencies rather than
to have a barth control ehime Ann Arbor 1s there-
fore taking patients to doctors who havefor years

en giving contraceptive information Necessary
supphes have been bought by the committee from
alocal druggist, and ninety-fivepatients have been
cared for Special emphasis 15 being placed on
sterility and several cases have been treated with
success

One other eity m Michigan is following some-
what the same arrangement, but because of the
committee’s fear o adverse pubheity they havenot
Jomed the State League and do not wish to have
their name mentioned In this city there s a hst
of twenty-five doctors which 1s kept on file at the
Library, the Y W CA, the Y MCA, the City
Deé)artment of Health, the social welfare agencies
and members ,¢ the committee Cases are taken
to the vanous doctors by the nurse who also does
the follow-up work Supphes are bought by the
gross by the committee and given out as needed to
the doctors

During the past year about fifty groups have
been addressed, including such organizations as the
Wayne and Oakland County Medical Soclety Aux-
iharies, Parent-Teacher Associations, Church Or-
gamzations, and various women's groups, and the
State Conferenced Social Work in Grand Rapids

TheBirth Control League of Michigan helped to
secure about three hundred letters addressed to
Representative J C McLaughhn asking his sup-
port of the Federal Birth Control Bill A large
percentage d this number was from physicians

and minsters
Mzs Mortox KEENEY. Prestdent
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New York Fseglél?aBllcl).rt]h Control

The New York State Birth Control Federation
was founded in Rochester in June, 1932 An
organization by counties was considered most
practicable The Federation now consists of five
counties Monroe County with headquarters in
Rochester, Onondaga County with headquarters
in Syracuse, Nassau County with headquarters in
Oyster Bay, Kings County with headquarters in
Brooklyn and the New Y ork City Committee (New
York County) with headquarters in New Y ork
City For the coming year the counties will pay
ten per cent of their total receipts, excepting chimie
fees, to the State Federation The Federation, 1o
turn, will gave fifteen per cent of its total receipts
to the national league

With theexception of New Y ork City, all county
orgamzations are so young that they have not yet
estabhshed any e¢limes They are at present secur-
ing the cooperation of mfluential physicians and
public spirited citizens with the objective of having
adequate local backingfor clinics

The New York City Commlttee has been func-
tioming for four years It has seven Mothers
Health Bureaus fouri. Manhattan, two in Brook-
lyn and one in the Bronx During the past year
there were 321 sessions, each session lasting about
three hours 1502 new patients were treated, and
there were 1480 return patients, making atotal of
2982 The Committee, realhzing the value of in-
creasing the number of clinics and also the im-
portance of follow-up work, has two paid workers
on its staff a field worker to promote an under-
standing of the committee's aims and to develop
chinical service, and a social worker, who is under-
taking a careful follow-up study of cases advised

The next meeting of the Federation will be held
in Albany in Apnl We plan to organize a com-
mittee m Albany County with headquartersin Al-
bany This committee will specializein the work of
watching mmcal legislative activities

Mas GeorGE C BarcrAy, Pressdent

Pennsylvania Birth Control
Federation

I n making a report for Pennsylvania, | am glad
to be able to state that a year ago we had six
chnics—we now have twelve We have been able to
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establish six additional chimes despite the fact that
thelaw has not been modified Weattnbute our suc-
cess 1n launching clinics primarily te the wide-
spread educational work that wasdonen our state
through the legislative campaigns in our attempt
tochange thelaw Wefeel that the legistative work
has great value from this standpoint as it is the
oneway that we can reach every legislative district
in the state

Less than a year ago a chnic was established by
the South East Pennsylvama League in Kensing-
ton, in the mll district where unemployment 1s most
acute, it hasgrown rapidly A large teaching ¢hn-
1c under the Maternal Health Commilttee, organiz-
ed four years ago, still contmues The South East
League has also been responsible for the opening
of a e¢lime in Chester, and during the year Lan-
caster and Wilkes-Barre have estabhshed active
chimes which were organized through the efforts of
headquarters Easton, Bethlehem, Reading and
Pattsburgh (older chmes) report a continually in-
creasing volume of patients Pittsburgh has done
an outstanding piece of work in the mining district
in Allegheny County

We have anticipated the suggestion of the na-
tional in regard to contacting physicians in the
shopping centers throughout the state who would
receive patients mn event of there not being a chme
established We now have physicians in Harris-
burg, Lewiston, Altoona, Johnstown, Jeanette,
Chambersburg, Hanover, Norristown, Doylestown,
Mahonoy City, Ene and a number of smaller
towns Hundreds of patients have been referred
through headquarters to these physicians as well
as to the chmes

It has been most gratifying to our State Board
to have the hearty cooperation of all the commit-
tees organized by us through the state | can not
stress too strongly the need for constantly keep-
ing in touch with committees after they are or-
gamzed

Under the leadership of Mrs Dunning, Penn-
sylvania Chairman of the National Committee on
Federal Legislation for Birth Control, we had a
campaign in Pennsylvania last Spring for the Fed-
eral Bill We are justly proud of the-chart of our
Pennsylvama organization which was displayed by
Mrs Dunning during her testimony and has been
embodied in the Congressional Record of May,
1932

Another mdication of progress is that the phy-
sicrans are taking a real interest in furthering the
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work Dr Owen J Toland of Philadelphia has
received hundreds of letters from doctors through-
out the state expressing their desire to change the
existing law Another interesting development is
the Marriage Counsel service

A C Martin, Executive Director

Rhode Idand Birth Control
League

I n presentingits second annual report, the Rhode
Island League 1s glad to be able to show at the
end of its twentieth month of active work substan-
tizl progress, not only in the increasing service
rendered by its chmie, but also in state organiza-
tion and education for birth control

The pnmary object of all birth control work
being, of course, the estabhshment of clinies for
the direct aid of overburdened and suffering moth-
ers and through them of their handicapped chil-
dren, we shall first report on the progress of our
clinic at 163 North Main Street, Prondence It
has been functiomng for seventeen months The
following dataisa report as o January 13, 1933

New applications 478
Patients advised 382
Follow-up cases 353

Re-opened cases 7

In 111 clinic days an average of 65 patients
wereinstructed at each clime During thefirst five
months, the average was 152 new patients per
month In the year since that time the average has
nsen to 26 Of the 382 cases accepted, approxi-
mately 75% show serious medical indications for
contraceptive advice, and 25% grave social causes
Theaverage income o 55% o the patients 1s under
$15 per week, with famles ranging from 1 to 17
children The average age of patients 1s between
30 and 40 years

A comprehensive survey 1s now being made by
the chime social worker to determine the exact na-
ture of the conditions dealt with by the chime The
number of patients applying for help will be re-
corded, together with the number of those accepted
with reasons, al so the number refused with reasons,
the number returning for first follow-up visit, at 1
week, the number returning for second follow-up
wvisit, at 3 months Careful follow-up work at the
clinic and in the homes should show percentage of
successful cases, and also cause of failures Sta-
tistics astosocial, medical and psychological con-
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ditions will be included This survey 1s to be com-
pleted in May, 1933, and will show just what the
chnic has accomplished in 1its first 22 months of
service

A state organization plan is being carried out
through the five counties of Rhode Island Each
county has a commttee headed by a chairman, sec-
retary and treasurer The ultimate object of this
state-wide organization is the estabhishing of a
clinic 1 each county for the benefit of the local
under-privileged families The Bnstol and New-
port County Committees are already formed and
doing active work Kent County will undoubtedly
soon follow suit For the present the county com-
mittees will finance themselves, as their expenses
amount to very little, and their motor-corps con-
tribute transportation for their patients

The Rhode Island League is organized with 11
central committees which deal with administration,
education and propagandain thestate These com-
mttees are conducting their programs in such a
manner that we feel the state is rapidly becoming
*birth control conscious,” and we know that sym-
pathetic interest grows daily The League feels
that through the activities of these committees and
the climie, we are definitely carrying out the aims
and purposes for which we orgamized Our future
plans are to concentrate on the growth o our
clinic or climies, on educational work, and tobnng
about a closer cooperation between the medical
profession in Rhode Island and our League

Mas Asaser T WaLL, Jr, Vice-President
Resolutions

The mormng session closed with the adoption of
two resolutions, the first presented by Rabbi Sid-
ney E Goldstein, Associate Rabb: of the Free
Synagogue, New York, and the second by Dr
Stuart Mudd, President of the Pennsylvania Birth
Control Federation

(1) Resolved that to prevent thebirth of de-
fective children and the continuance and increase

o defective strainsin our population, state birth

control leagues should exert therr Influence 1n

favor of the enactment and caforcement of laws
providing for the sterithzation of persons who
have serious hereditary defects and who cannot
be relied upon to use contraception to avoid re-
production

(2) Inthesedays in which the need for social
and economic planning 1s becoming increasingly
evident, we affirmthat wise and far-sighted con-
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sideration of the future quahty of our popula-
tion 1s equally necessary Two mair considera-
tions we believe should guide thought toward this
end

Restrictions which in the past have made
irth limitation in effect a class privilege are
Inhumane, unjust and disadvantageous in their
effect upon the quality of population Birth
control information must quickly be made acces-
sible to those suffering from 111-hedth, poverty
and unemployment, asit 1s now t o the privileged

The numbers as well asthe quality of the
gifted, capable and socially-minded members of
society must be kept up or increased Moral,
social and economic readjustments must pro-
vide opportumty and encouragement for the
birth of children in sufficient numbers to faml-
ies with good hereditary and environmental en-
dowment

The Luncheon

Professor Henry Pratt Fairchild presided at
the luncheon meeting, which was attended by about
300 people The speakers were Professor Ells-
worth Huntingtonof Yale, Baroness Shizuye Ishi-
moto of Japan, and S Hernandez Mendozaof Vera
Cruz Professor Huntington gave the details of a
study of Yaleand Harvard graduates and of mem-
bers of the Yale faculty, which disproves the gen-
erally accepted view that birth control 1s dysgenic
mitseffect His conclusien jsthat thebrth control
movement is fundamentally eugenic, provided it
can successfully spread contraceptive knowledge
among the poorer classes ' People who are too
stupid or weak-willed to practise birth control,
when onceit has been made a matter of easy prac-
tise and common knowledge,"" he said, " are likely
to be the kind who ought to be prevented from
having any children at all Asfor therest, it seems
likely that the more fully birth control can be
practised freely and easily by all classes, the soon-
er we shall reach a point where the vast majority
of our children are born with the kind of inheritance
andn the kind of homes that will make them really
useful members of society’™ A more detailed ex-
cerpt from Dr Huntington's paper will appear in
an early issue of the ReviFw

Dr Mendoza of Vera Cruz spoke briefly on the
recently enacted birth control law of his country
and concluded ' The Bureau is now orgamzing a
program of research on birth control It will estab-
lish chimes to provide free scientific mstruction in
birth control and will endeavor to make proper
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scientific nformation accessibletothe masses Itis
our hope that in this way we will promote and
make possible the best conditions for mothers and
children and will improve the general quality of
our race”

Baroness Ishimoto, |eader of the Japanese birth
control movement, expressed her belief in birth
control as the only solution for war in the Far
East She said in part *"Doubtless you have all
heard time and again how the population of Japan
has multiplied within the past sixty years, and how
it 1s still growing The area of my country is so
small that the birth rate is more astounding than
it might ben alarger terrtory such as Russia On
land about the size of your state of Calhifornia we
have a population more than half aslarge as the
whole population of the United States This gives
you a picture of our overcrowded condition

"And this brings me straight to remedies for a
situation filled with such misery and despair Y ou
are famihar with the customary proposals for
handhng an excess population Among these, Im-
perialism 1s the traditional plan Force your way
into other lands by means fair or foul Colonize,
conquer, settle as immigrants wherever you can
Thiswaslong considered a perfectly honorable way
to solve the issue By this means the great places
of the earth have been eivilized By this means the
Red Man of America was pushed back from the
Atlantic seaboard and finally segregated to make
room for other more civilized races For this rea-
son the sea power has been developed, for this
reason world wars have been fought

""Now our militarists believe that our population
question can be solved by developing Manchuria
and sending our surplus people there But so far
they have only managed to settle one thousand
colonists m Manchuria, while we have nearly one
milhon babses born in Japan every year This fact
alone answers the militarists

"*Many of the Japanese realize this situation
perfectly well and they offer other remedies Some
want to reform our domestic economic system
Others seek in birth control the true answer to
surplus population Forthoseof uswho beleve that
both economic reform and birth control are neces-
sary, the way is long and the pathis rough But
we have courage and we try to thmk clearly If
we can get the funds with which t o push our work
wemay gofar Itis annspiration tometo see the
work of the birth control movement in America *’
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The Case for Legidation

By HOLMES M ALEXANDER

HAT mrth control intelligently practised
throughout all levels o society might be the
ultimate solution of much that ails the world has
been pretty well admitted among enlightened peo-
ple, and 1s too obvious a proposition to warrant
argument in this place But among these same
people there 1s what appears to be a majority
opmmon that the matter of educating the public 1s
entirely a medical one and does not belong to gov-
ernment
This point of wiew | cannot see As | understand
it, thefina goal of birth control work is, by limt-
ing reproduction, t0 improve the race, to promote
individual and domestic happiness, and to cur-
tail such scourges as war, famine, msamty, pov-
erty, unemployment and congenital erume Surely
these are problems for any government that
aspires to lead and protect its people Three gov-
ernments to date have recogmzed them England,
mndirectly, by permmtting government Maternal
and Child Welfare Centres to give birth control
advice for health reasons, Russia, directly, by
placing all birth control work mn the hands o the
government, and Vera Cruz, through its recently
enacted birth control law creating a Bureau of
Eugenics and Mental Hygiene So far the effort in
this country has been to keep birth control out of
politics, but 1t 1s 1dle t0 maintain that government
has not already taken sides in the matter Despite
the enormous and admrable amount of progress
during the last decade, birth control knowledge is
still bootleg in Amenca, and will always be so
while there are federal statutes forbidding the
transmission through the malls of contraceptive
mstruction and devices To me it seems self-evi-
dent that no wholesale education can be accomphsh-
ed while there 1s any legislation aganst 1it, and
equally apparent that the very best thing for birth
control would be the cooperation of state and
municipal governments
It was with that conviction that | attempted to
get through the Maryland Legslature of 1931 a
bill to sponsor such cooperation | was not naive
enough to supposethat success would be easy, even
if pessible, and the opposition | met with among
my fellow-legislators was no surprise or disap-

pointment Professional pohiticians, | knew, are
notoriously shy of controversial matters and too
obsessed with the fear of losing votes to move ex-
cept under considerable pressure Mindful of this
and having httle if any pressure at my command,
my effort was to draft a hll so innocuous as to
frighten nobody My proposal was merely that the
State Board of Health should eentain a bureau on
birth control, privileged to give such advice as
might be deemed necessary or beneficial Even such
a toothless measure as this was too much for the
law-givers, and ecanvassing the House for an unof-
ficial ballot I found I could count on no more than
81X Votes

But it was not the opposition of my colleagues
that dissuaded me from pushmng the hill It was
rather the aimost united skepticism of the leading
citizens, the clergymen, the physicians whose en-
dorsement | had sought and whose influence | had
counted upon to give the bill respectabihty | had
wntten letters to these, explaiming my plan and
asking for their support, but when the answers
came m | found that too many, while they be-
lieved in the abstract prinaiple of birth control,
could not see that it had any place in politics
These refusals to endorse the bill, some outnght,
some with qualifications, were ascribed to three dis-
tinct sets of reasons

1 A lack of confidence in the ability of any
pohtical orgamzation to carry out such work
Thus Mr H L Mencken of Baltimore, voicing
the opimion of several others, " greatly fears that
the whole movement will fall imnte the hands of up-
lifters-- Heis agamst "*any proposed law that will
put bureaucrats into the job,”" he beheves the
health departments ""should enter no field where
private enterprise 1s already sufficient,” and sees
""'no more reason why they should run birth control
chinies than there s for them to operate beauty
parlors or pull teeth”

2 An attitude that it 1s futile to offer such
knowledge to people too stupid to seek assistance
at the already established chnics A fair example
o this opimon 1s theletter of an Episcopal clergy-
man who wrote "'l personally feel that such legis-
lation 1s practically useless Those who desire such
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mmformation and are intelligent enough to use it
will find little difficulty in acquiring the same The
problem 1s beyond the reach o legistation in those
social groups where one might desire to see birth
control practised, for clinical experience seemsto
show that such groups are too shaftless and unin-
telligent to use the information, no matter how
easily 1t may be obtained ”

3 Thefear that any pubhicity might stir up the
cranks and cause trouble to the clinics already
existing without benefit of legislation In this vein
the late Dr J Whitridge Wilhams, then obstet-
rictan-1n-chief at Johns Hopkins Hospital wrote
me, "'l feel it 1s a pity to Introduce any bill con-
cerning birth control | feel 1t might gverise
to opposition, which may cause trouble** And Dr
Bessie | Moses, director of the Baltimore Bureau
for Contraceptive Advice, suggests postponement
of mmmediate action on the ground that, “if you
go ahead now and the bill 1s unfavorably acted
upon | feel sure more harm than good will be
done »

None of these reasons— though | do not question
the simcenty o their proponents — seems to me
sound | offer my rebuttal in the same order

1 The objection represented by Mr Mencken
1s based on two assumptions—one faulty, the other
possibly mtended to be facetious He assumes that
birth control 1s a field where pnvate enterprise 1s
already sufficient That 1s, of course, ridiculous
Thevery fact that 1n four large cities (Baltimore,
Cleveland, Cincinnati and Detroit) the chimes, ac-
cording to theirr 1932 reports*, have during their
entire history treated only 4850 cases, is fair
enough proof that pnvate enterprise has not ex-
hausted thefidd T hat such work 1s admirable, that
1t will 1n time expand, no sensible person will deny,
but certainly at present it 1s not—even supplement-
ed by the trade of the corner druggist—sufficient
Nerther does his other theory, that a bureau run
under state supervision would hopelessly bungle
the job, hold water Thework that state and mu-
nicipal boards of health have done in vaceination,
control of contagious diseases, samtation and gen-
eral research is a matter of pubhe record and n
no way mept |If the legislation which | offered had
been passed and a state bureau estabhshed, 1t is
certamn that the staff would have been largely
chosen at the recommendation of the local chme
and that with increased funds and facihities for

*S¢e Bmru Contror Rxview, June 1932
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mcreasing the clientele, the same work would have
gone on 1n multiple proportions

2 Becausethevery peoplemostin need of birth
control information happen to be'"too shiftless and
unmntelligent” to make use of the chances already
present is to me no argument against legislation,
but quite the reverse It becomesalmost a challenge
inthehght of Dr Robert L Dickinson’s statement
that “durng any smgle day, among married
couples in the United States, the occasion to make
a choice between chance of pregnancy and protec-
tion against pregnancy arises about three million
times ” And the idea of abandoning these unfor-
tunates to their own stupidity comes, | think, with
very bad gracefrom an ordained mmster of Chris-
tiamity Either social service work 1s worth while
or it 1sn’t, but 1f 1t 15, the fact that it 1s al SO difficult
is a poor excuse for giving it up A slum family
that rears ten or twelve children whom it 1s unable
to support, educate or nounsh, will in the end be-
come a burden and a menace to society, and It ap-
pears only common sense anti human decency to ask
thestatetotry, at |least, torectify these conditions

3 The objection to the proposed legislation
given by Dr Moses and the late Dr Wilhams is
obviously the most sensible of the three It s per-
fectly truethat the hll, though it would have gath-
ered considerable prestige and strength from the
nght kird of backing, was doomed to defeat at its
first tral It is conceivable that the publhicity thus
incurred would have stirred up the usual amount of
fanatical uproar Whether theuproar and the hon-
orable defeat of the bill would have done any ap-
preciable harm | have no way of knowmg, but |
thoroughly doubt it

No progressive reform was ever accomphshed
without a fight and some such legtslation on the
books would, | believe, be a step at least toward
that millenmmum which all advanced thmkers,
whether in science, economics or philesophy, have
visioned and worked for It is high time that gov-
ernment outgrows being mamly a policeman and
tax-collector and becomes a guardian for the in-
trinsic welfare d 1ts people This wall never happen
while individuals and orgamzations Interested in
that welfare stand aloof Birth control 1s not the
only problem, but 1t 18 an insistent and pertinent
one Confining the work to pnvately operated chn-
ics, 1nstead of foreing our government to do its
share, seems to me very comparable to luding a
perfectly good hght under a bushel
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Biatr CoxTroL REvVIEW

Collegians Race Suicide

By CAROLINE H ROBINSON

ORE birth control philosophy, not less, 13
needed to correct the present appalling con-

dition among the upper classes

W e have figures” sufficient to show us that the
majority of graduates from the big women's col-
leges never bear a child Most of them have taken
" cultural courses™ in order that they may, 1 the
words of the Commencement orators, ennoble wom-
an's sphere with all that centuries of civihzation
have garnered from art, literature and so on But
m thefinale, in the most cases, no child turns up
to be the heir of these ages of culture The inher-
tancc " reverts to the State,"" let us hope, in the
instances where the graduate has taken to school
teaching or other pursuit benefitting society But
in other cases the culture laboriously gamed at
college does not so revert It islost unto death,
sunk m the ocean of nothingness, of old-maidish
desuetude, or strangled to death in the sometimes
narrow closet where the childless wife ministers to
her husband's infantile comforts and waits upon
his times and seasons, in the locahty to which he,
not she, has been called

Thinking people wring their hands to hear that
Harvard graduates fall short of reproducing them-
selves by 32% Seeing such figures, our leading
American student of mankind (anthropologist) in-
veighs agamst birth control But heis eried down
by a great chorus' of men equally distressed about
the matter, but younger, closer to the problem
" Wrong, wrong' The wrong track'** they say, **In
vamn' We cannot turn back the clock — impossible
to dissuade people from the small-family system
established now for generations »

Theonly thingto doisto press on, not to stop
with practicing birth control 1n secret but to speak
out about 1t, especially to our children, to work 1t

! Co-educatonal Graduaies’ Birth Rates by Caroline H Rob-
mson (t0 he published 1z the Proceedings of the Third In-
ternational Fugenics Congress) showed between 206 and 214
cluldless women 1 430 graduates, although the marrlage
and birth rates for women from this coeducational place
wer e considerably higher than for the large women's col-
leges according to Huntington and Whitney, Bu:lders of
Amerca, 1927, pp 384-5
Co-ed marmage rate 67% ., birth rate 1.3 plus, child per
caplta, Women's College marrlage rate 60% , birth rate 11,
child per caplta

* Symposium m reply to Dr Osbom, BirTH Corrror Re-
view, October, 1932

through, to philosophize 1t thoroughly m the hear-
ing of oneand all Not men of forty, or older, are
to halt the present birth dechne but children now
in their teens Not even single men and women over
thirty-four years old can give much help Thatis
one of the things we have to broadcast — thefact
that people who don't get married before 35 years
of age, and this apphes very nearly as much to
men as to women, are out of the running

TheHarvard per caplta of offspring 1s, accord-
mg to Dr J C Phillips, only 145 and is due in
parttolack of marriage, but this was not the case
among the co-ed men (z e, men obviously without
antipathy to women or they would never have en-
tered a co-ed collegen the first place) The co-ed
men marrned exactly as much as the general male
population of the United States which is supposed
to be just exactly reproducing itself and no more
What, then, was the trouble that their birth rate
was still somewhat deficient?

Well, we have of course too many graduates,
both men and women, postponing their marriages
to the naturally sterle ages after 30 These are
the real merely compamonate marnages, though
they are not realized to be such by all of the bridal
assemblage on the great day of the wedding But
we find also among men and women who married
early an amount of sterahty and one-child mar-
nages which is appalhng— namely, 28 per cent of
356 marmnages under 30 One cannot get much
analysis out of only 567 marriages which was all
I had (a number, however, equal to 40% of the
"professional class'™ marriages of like date which
were secured by the Milbank Foundation during
the exammation of as many as 300,000 census
schedules) But one may envisage some points that
should be investigated further

When we find early marriage among collegians
to bell-preductive :n 28% of the cases, are we dis-
covering a worse condition than in the general
population® No, not much worse It 1s possible to
bring my gloomy figures into fair accord with the
general census norms as interpreted in the Eng-
hsh Fertidsty & Marriage One must figure-in the
mortality of thegraduates, doubling 1t to alow for
probably equal mortality of their spouses Thus
if one expunges from the college record all those
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early marriages m which also one spouse died be-
fore45 years of age, then the proportion of those
with one child or lessis reduced from 28% to 23%,
whereas about 21% is the corresponding ratio ob-
tained for all English marnages made at a hike age,
and surviving

As Professor Cim said at the 1927 Population
Conference, one generation is not the product of
the whole of the preceding generation “but only
of a fraction thereof,” sometimes as small as “two-
mnths,” mortality bemng perhaps the chief factor
of selective destruction Themoral 1s this for edu-
cated family stocks anxious to keep their foothold
and combat class suicide, 1t 1s not enough tomarry
your children young as an insurance against vice
and stemhity It 1s necessary also to aid them to
have a number of children early before the mar-
riage s ended by death or otherwise Always—"'it
1s later than you think **

People have one child or none either (a) inten-
tienally or (b) from venereal disease or (c) from
other disease Difficult asit is to disentangle these
factors, 1t 1s also peculiar that 1n spate of all the
supposedly “realistic” hiterature since the Great
War 1t 1s no longer customary to make any al-
lusions to venereal disease, such as formerly ap-
peared 1 serious perrodicals and in novelslike The
Heavenly Twins Thus one gropes alone trymng to
mterpret such facts as that the women graduates
were less often sterile than the men but were as
much or more liable to have only one child
Tentatively one connects it with the known re-
luctance o the college woman to take a poor
bargain in wedlock |s she able to spot and re-
ject the essentially weak and sterile man but not
the man who will have sterilized her by infection
at thebirth d thefirst child? Among themarrages
I studied | was much interested to find no great
excess of stemhty and near-sterility among the
wealthier graduates on ** the special contributors”
list of the college, and those who did have families
had such large ones that this group was, as a
whole, reproducing itself Further, there was a
heavy steriity among men graduates whose life
work was teaching in secondary schools These men
seemed not at all of a careless-hvmg type and one
wondered whether their sterility may bea symptom
of a bookish debility, or whether they had caused it
by postponing children too long after their early
marriages |n this connection, too much emphass
cannot be laid upon the recent study by Professor
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Wachter' of Lafayette College, in which he showed
that to postpone mating 1 mice six months beyond
the normal age caused an increase in sterithty from
4% to 25%, without however causing any smaller
families among those remaining mce who did suc-
ceed mn conceiving after the period of unnatural
virgimty |t appeared that something very specific
occurred durmg the unnatural pausein reproduc-
tion to cause sterility without otherwise debihtat-
ing the amimals It 1s not possible, at present, for
women who are postponing child-bearmg to watch
their condition and evaluate the risk they are run-
nming, but in the case of men this can be done The
specialists tell us that sterile marnages are nearly
as often the fault of the male as o the female
Therefore it behooves the male who is postponing
propagation to seek the advice of physicians who
can tell hum how long after twenty his cells will
hkely remaimn active enough to transmit s phy-
sical immortality over the long road they must
travel to their resting place for mating and
growth

What other practical suggestions come to mind
to meet the condition of racesuicide? Chiefly it 1s
a question of educated women managing to achieve
matrimony and achieve it early And it isherethat
the philesophy of birth control needs to grow by
leaps and bounds Some graduates now marry im-
mediately on a basis of birth control, but 1t 1s
only a fraction of each graduating class None of
them have any idea of the possible risks in post-
poming progeny though married (including the sk
of divorce}, and scarcely any of them get the ac-
tive encouragement of therr parents to early child-
bearing or aretaught the risks to eventual fertility
which inhere physiologically and psychologically,
in remarmng unmarried till 28 or 30 years of age,
risks probably much greater yet than those in
marrying and practicing birth control

A revolution 1 requared w parents thoughts
They should cease to groom their daughters by
unplanned education and travel, fearful lest she
pick up a poor man, hopeful that at long last she
may find a rich one able to support her and a
houseful of children That way hes stenhty, by
more than an even probabiity Every moment and
every dollar should be made to count in a defimte
program seeking to give her a real culture (not
desultory “languages”), a technical traming to
bringmn a small, modest, steady income all her hfe

"W L Wachter, Relation of Age at Matwng to Facundity,
Evaerrcar News, May-June, 1952, p 84-5
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whenever sheis not bearing children and caring for
them below nursery school age, and finally a broad
and deep acquaintance with many men, preferably
seerng them at work and not only at play, so that
shemay choose eastly an adequate mate in the very
early twenties before she and the men too get out
o the notion of marrying Every man she meets
she should make understand that she 1s *"modern *’
That s to say, shentends t0 support herself near-
ly every day of her hfe, either (asis most unhkely)
by baking, washing and sewing fourteen hours a
day in her husband's house as his grandmothers
have done for uncounted generations, or else by
bringing 1n a small, steady income from her side-
line profession If also, his and her four parents can
cach o them put up a thousand dollars and will
offer to help alittle math the early care of a couple
of children, then we have an Exhibit for all the
world to see — a Five-Year Plan against race
smeide, a complete racial budget

Space forlmds t0 note many points of interest,
such as why the per capita birth rate at Bryn
Mtwr is as high as at the co-educational college
which | studled— that 1s, distinctly higher than
at other women's colleges But I should liketo close
on a clear note of opimon concenung “social hy-
giene” which, as has been said, iS at present as
unfashionable a topic as Mah Jong If one has a
son of witalhty and spint, one had best consider
how heisto bekept as a Galahad Thevery state-
ment of the amm has a prudishness about 1t which
shows that none of us are quite converted to the
principle of ""a white hfe for two* Yet | beheve
purity has some chance, on two econditions Boys
must be handed complete texts on sex, such asthose
advertised in this Review, which wmill make them
wiser through the printed page than their com-
panions can become through hurned, early, men-
tally-discomposed visits to a brothel And their
parents must keep before their sons the necessity
of their spending every spare hour in the careful
selection of a wife It isonly the truth to tell him
that, m the interstices o the grueling education
demanded at modem colleges, thereis just barely
enough time beforethe age of twenty-three or four
for a fastidious and ambitieus youth to hurry on
with a study of s women friends and to select a
congenial, satisfactory bnde A mind busy with
setting up an immediate menage, however modest,
may have small time for wild oats

BirTH ConNnTROL REVIEW

Anopenletter totheSecretary
of State

Dr § Adolphus Knopf, commenting on the sym-
postum & Programs and Plans for 1933 = the
January wssue d the Review, calls attention to
one smportant prece & WOrk whach should bed r -
taken at once, and embodies has suggestion v an
open letter to the Secretary o State

Among the interesting and provocative pro-
grams recently made for the future of the birth
control movement, no consideration was given t0
what seems to me the most urgent work before our
country

I nthevery able report 1ssued 1n 1932, Governor
Beverley of Porto Rico urges scientifie, judicious
and ethical birth control as a means of reducing
the alarming overpopulation o Porto Rice, the
territory over which he has been called to preside
The press announcement of this governmental
recommendation resulted in a letter of protest wrt-
ten to President Hoover by Mr John F Kernan,
Jr ,president of the Natienal Catholic Alumni Fed-
eration |n that letter, printed n the New York
Twmes of October 7, Mr Kernan said ""AS you
know such practices are condemned as immoral by
thelawsof the United States and the dissemination
d literature on this subject 1s prolibited by the
postal laws Furthermore, practically every moral
agency and every religious sect in this country has
stamped such practice as immoral and contrary to
the natural law Moreover, the best medical au-
thorities are strongly opposed toit" Mr Kernan
requested of President Hoover '*that Governor
Beverley be admonished to cease his advocacy of
birth control by the Porto Ricans,” and added
" The Governor should, moreover, be required to
publicly withdraw the recommendation that he has
already made If Governor Beverley has so hittle
sense of propriety, 1t is suggested that he 1s not
the proper person to be Governor o Porto Rico ”

To justify Governor Beverley's recommenda-
tion, may | quote the following official statistics?
There has been an mcrease of 20 4 per thousand in
the population of that already overpopulated ter-
ritory durmng the year, bringing the total up to
1,599,142 As a contrast between Porto Rico and
Nevada, it can be stated that the percentage of
rural population in the latter state 1s 80 3, with
7 inhabitants per square mile In 1925 Porto
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Rico had 407 inhabitants per square mile and today
it has 4655 The birth rate of that termtory in
theyear of 1931 was 45 4 per 1000 inhabitants and
the death rate was 204 In New York City the
birth ratefor thesameyear was 16 31 per 1000 and
the death rate was 1092

These figures speak volumes for the great need
for raising the sanitary, economic and moral status
of the population of Porto Rico | adwisably say
*"mora"* for the morahty of an overpopulated ter-
ritory must of necessity be inferior When large
famihes are obhged to live 1n congested, crowded
guarters with s1x Or even more people oceupying
one, two and rarely three rooms, the moral status
18 mevitably lowered There 1s relatively more tu-
berculosis rn Porto Rico due to malnutrition than
in any other state or terrmtory, and if ever agov-
ernmental recommendation for birth hmitation 1s
justified, 1t is that of Governor Beverley Itisto
the honor of the Umted States Government, that
Governor Beverley has not been dismussed Whether
this means a silent approval of his recommendation
or not, I am not prepared to say

Thelaw, referred to by Mr Kernan, makes the
mmparting of contraceptive mformation through
the mails a erime, pumshable by a fine of $5,000 or
five yearsin prison or both This law is still on the
statute books Some states prohibit the teaching
of contraceptive methods in medical schools, and
some do not alow the physician to give birth con-
trol infermation 1 his practice

If I were a statesman who had any Influence
with the Government at Washington, | would ap-
peal to you, pointing out the absurdity of such
laws—which are even more difficult to enforce than
the prohibition law, | would prove to you that
contraceptive methods are sanctioned by all me&-
cal authonties as a means of saving the lives of
mothers afflicted with tuberculosis, heart, kidney

or serious nervous diseases and that the vast ma-
jorty of social agencies, as well as the Protestant

and Hebrew clergy approve of birth control as a
means of lesseming under-feeding, overcrowding,
msamty, social misery in general and unemploy-
ment, at least in the next generation

Due to that antiquated law, this country has
the sad distinction of having the greatest maternal
mortahty rate of all other civilized countries I n
countries where such laws do not exist, as for ex-
ample in Holland, the maternal mortahty rate 1s
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2 4 In France and 1n Italy, there 1s a maternal
mortahty ratedf only 2 8, mm the United States it

is 83 This means that our country loses about
four times as many mothers from puerperal causes
as any o the other countries mentioned The situ-
ation isfar more serous than thefigures mdicate,

for many deaths due to abortion are not reported
The time for ;.4 . has come' Let us for

quahty and not gquantity m ponylation

strive

S Aporrrus Knorr, M D
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Book Reviews

OBSTETRIC EDUCATION REPORT OF THE
SuBcoMMITTEE ON OBSTETRIC T EACHING AND
EbucaTion, Frep LymaN Apaig, M D , CHAIR-
MAN WHiTE House CoxrerExce oN CHILD
HeaLTH anD ProTecTion Century Company,
New York, $3 00

T IS not generally known that the final report

of thissubcommittee of President Hoover's Con-
ference on Child Welfare contains a virtual en-
dorsement of birth control Yet such is the case
Not elevated to the digmty of an offictal recommen-
dation, but submerged in the introductory com-
ment on undergraduatemstruction in obstetncsin
the medical schools this sentence appears

"It 1s the opinion of this committee that imnstruc-
tion should be gwven to the student body in con-
traceptive methods and the therapeutic indications
thereof > (p 47)

Closely following thisis a referenceto abortion
** Students should be given nstruction in the man-
agement and treatment of abortions, which con-
tribute so largely to maternal mortahty "' That 1s
all The subjects are only mentioned once There
1s NO discussion Of the magnitude of the twin prob-
lems of overfertility and eriminal abortion or their
relation to thelives and health of mothers But the
two have at |east passed the threshold of conserva-
tive obstetrics and thewr study is urged on the
sixty-three Grade A medical schools, almost all of
which have so far refused even to name them

The general subject studied by this subcommt-
tee was the causes and cures of our enormous an-
nual loss of mothers in childbirth, which it places
conservatively at 15, 000 and holds to be ™" at | east
one half, if not three quarters, preventable ** This
volume, which appears to be a final report, covers
only the attendant at birth— the physician, the
nurse, the midwife--and essays to outline flaws 1n
present traimng standards and recommendations
for improvement This is a hmted field and even
this field, to those who looked eagerly to this con-
ferenceto redress an ancient crime against women,
seems to be feebly and inadequately covered The
report is tumd and vague | tsthree hundred pages
contam a multitude of words and little substance
I ts recommendations are conservative and Incom-
plete

Some slight improvement 1s asked for obstetncs
in respect to hours and clinical work in medical
schools How shght, however, 1s the improvement
demanded may be guessed from the fact that only
five per cent of the total teaching hours is sug-
gested for combined gynecology and obstetncs,
though maternity cases form an actual thirty-five
per cent of the general practitioner's work, and the
emergencies any one of these cases may present call
for knowledge and resourcefulnessquite out of pro-
portion to those arising in most of his other work
Experence in twenty-five deliveries before gradua-
tion 1s recommended This would be an Improve-
ment on present conditions, sincemost of the schools
require NO experience in deliveries whatever But
it makes a sorry showing beside the midwife hcense
requirement of a hundredto two hundred deliveries
m the foreign countries which have the lowest
deathrates

Therecommendations for training in obstetrical
nursing are hazy and almost valueless, and so too
is the section on midwives The nursing demands
call mainly for further research asto courses of-
fered or which might be offered by nursing schools
These two sections, t0 any one who knows the his-
tory of thenurseand the midwife problem in Amer-
ican obstetncs since 1911, look suspiciously like
stalling— like an attempt to put off the evil day
when theindifferent and 1rresponsible general prac-
titioner will beforced to make way for the splendid-
ly equipped trained-nurse-midwife, who has been
a godsend to women in many European countries
and who already 1s locally proving her worth 1n
the United States The most courageous and clear
cut section of the book is the honest comparison
between the harm done by the midwife-—even the
worst type of midwife--who m this country con-
fines 15 per cent of mothers, and the doctor, who
confines 85 per cent and 1s, state by state, with
the exception of a small group in the South, re-
ponsible for most of the deaths

It ishard to believe that this wordy and spine-
less report Is all that the subcommuittee on obstet-
ries hasto offer Certainly the best of the men on
the committee, or who took part in its conferences
—PFindlay, Bland, Polak and others— have made
far better statements on conditions and f ar braver



Announcing a Special Combination Offer
d Two Valuable Books

Sex Knowledge For
Men and Boys

Sexual Problems d Today

by Dr. WILLIAM J. ROBINSON

RE are two vastly Important books

about the sex-life that every person
should own Both books are by Dr Wil-
liam J Roblnson, one of the foremost of
American sexologists, a pioneer m the
Barth Control movement, and among the
most forceful writers on sex education
More than a million copies of his various
books on sex matters have been sold The
two volumes offered in this special com-
bination are among the most popular — the
most widely read—the most valuable in
information of all s works

In the pages of "Sex Knowledge for
Men and Boys' Dr Roblnson has put the
fruits of more than 40 years' experience
One famous authority has saild A man
may know more than 1s contamed 1n thrs
book, he dare not know less/

"Sex Knowledge for Men™ 1s crammed
so full of wital truths that it 1s impossible
tolist the thousand-and-one ways in which
it will be a genume lasting guide to sex-
health One of the most Important chap-
ters ever to have been mecluded in a book
of this type s Dr Robinson’s " Program
for a Child’s Sex Education”

Dr Roblnson presents his facts in plain
language He calls things by their right
names He explams what happens to the
boy during puberty —the changes in his
body and organs, the mental effects of the
ripening sex mstinets The young man 1s
told just what he must do to avaid the
dangers which will surely arise 1f the ""sex
drive” is not controlled

A wel known instructor wntes "At
last | have a book which | can hand to a
boy without insulting his mtelhgence You
have done more for cleanly samty m these
matters than all the preaching and more
or less well-meant lying of thelast ‘steen’
centuries You have met the requirements
and put the boy 1n the way of honest and
sensible thinking”

Here is the one book on sex education
for men and boys that you can depend
upon Get it now—while you can accept
the exceptional offer made mn this an-
nouncement

TWO Valuable
BOOKS FOR the
Price of only ONE

‘With each order for Dr Robinson’s
wonderful book " Sex Knowledge for Men
and Boys" reeceived from this announce-
ment we will send FREE a copy of Dr

Robinson's famous book " Sexual Prob-
lems of Today' Whlle every chapter of
thrs book 1s Important, you will be espe-
cially interested n these topies, Relations
Between the Sexes, Double Standard of
Morality, The Woman at 40 and After,
The Dangerous Age, Contraceptron and
Abortion

Twelve editions of thrs work have been
sold at the publication price of $200
But m cooperatron with Dr Robrnson,
who wants every thinking man and woman
in America to own these books, he has
(f:onsented to this amazingly generous of -
er

Through his expertence as a physician
specializing 1 sexology, Dr Roblnson
knows that every sexual problem s a
cause of sorrow, misery and despair That
18 why this book has such wital import-
ance, for when the truths about sex are
known the problems vanish, and with them
go all their evils

Better than almost any other person in
America, Dr Roblnson knows how misin-
formatron and falsehoods about sex lead
to sordad shame and hideous cruelties |t
is because people don't know the truth
that they harm themselves and cause mis-
ery to others through foolish or vicrous
sex~-practices

You must read "Sexual Problems of
Today" before you will recognize all that
1t can mean for your havoiness and safety,
and the happiness and-safety of all those
you cherish You can obtain a copy FREE
If you wrrte promptly

By special arrange-
IMPORTANT NOTE ment with Dr Rob

inson we are privileged to offer purchasers
of these two books the opportunity tO write
him personally regarding thelr problems
Full detalls of this privilege wili be found
In the books when shipped

Let us send you these two valuable and
Important books by Dr Wm J Rebin-
son— although you pay for only one Send
your order at once Thesupply 1s hmited
We urge you to accept thrs splendid of-
fer before it must be withdrawn Don't
delay Fill in and ma:l the coupon at once
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and more drastic recommendations €lsewhere

The obstetricians who prepared this report may
be 1n some degree excusable for hesitating to
recommend the dispossessing of the general prac-
titioner by the nurse-midwife But there s no ex-
cuse whatever for their failure to include under a
recommendation for education of the laity the re-
vival of the Matermty Act, which went out of
operation more than three years ago The Mater-
mty Act had to its eredit seven years of the most
effective pubhe health education by theU S Chil-
drens Bureau and the State Bureaus of Health
This omission means that the Report rejects a
method of work which has already proved its value
and that it offers practically nothing 1n 1ts place

W e have waited long enough We want some-
thing more than a feeble restatement of facts we
already know Somewhere in the discussion, Dr
GeorgeW Kosmak remarks that all mothers, hagh
or low, rch or poor, mn city or country, should
have the same caren chaldirth Today, no matter
how remote the willage, or how unforeseen the need,
no barber performs operations If thisis true in
surgery with all 1its emergencies, in obstetrics,
where births come without the suddenness of acei-
dents, we should be ableto offer all women at child-
birth as high a standard of care

Mazry Suvmner Bovbp

CORNER OF ENGLAND, by John Martin W-
hams and Norgate, Ltd London 1932 4/

A STUDY o a single generation o hfe in a
corner Of industnal England is as valuable,
if reasonably complete, as a study of a wholeworld
and far more easily assimilated Mr Martin has
done agreat deal to make his work worth while In
these 163 pages he gives a very convincing account
of the rehigous, ethical, and social progress as he
has observed it for the past decade or two Some
may deny that a London slum 1s typical of the
world at large As a cockney, born and bred, |
know how great 1s the vanety to be found in any
small London district In New Y ork you find mter-
national sections, but 1n London you have every-
where an Enghsh miscellany, you hear the accents
of every part of the Bmtish Isles
I f you asked Mr Martin"*what single alteration
in the habits and customs of the people during the
past fifteen years was of most sigmficance” he
"would unhesitatingly reply the spread of birth
control* Even where birth control 1s hittle prac-

BirTH CoxTroL REVIEW

ticed Mr Martin sees theideatself fighting in the
workers consciousness agamst the old tendency
to rely upon progeny as an insurance against fu-
ture parental poverty He does not overlook the
mmpheations of thedole’ system, but s doubtful
if any parentsdehberately cal culate upon *"the ad-
vantages to be gamed from the increase of pansh
relief for alarge fammly »

Mr Martin glances very lightly at the spiritual,
psychological and moral consequences of contra-
ception, and takes an eptimstic view of the early
abolition of thegrosser horrors of overcrowding as
one of ""the certain direct results of birth control *
Famly lfe, so far from being destroyed by birth
control, islikely to be reinforced by it With small-
er famhes ""the street 1s no longer so inevitably
and perpetually the only nursery for children
With a family of four or five it is more possible
to share a certain number of pleasures and outings
m common even on a very small mcome than with
alarge domestie eirele ” Lastly and more import-
antly our author regards the consequences to the
mother Hewisgly emphasizes "' the immense change
mn opportumty which 1s afforded to the average
woman by this reduction in the size of the family
which she has to bear and rear ”

Mr Martin's book isa genuine human document,
charmingly readable, which makes up in intensity
of observation what 1t lacks 1n extensiveness of the
area which it covers Historians will find in 1t a
valuable guide to certamn contemporary tendencies

GEorRGE BEDBOROUGH
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