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T HE PEAR 1932 wlll be a red letter year 
when the history of the birth control 

movement 1s written For  the first posltive 
governmental actlon on birth control was 
taken in December, when Vera CNZ put into 
effect ~ t s  law creatlng a Bureau of Eugenlcs 
and Mental Hyglene The law, printed in 
part in this issue, 1s a comprehensive and 
forthright plece of legislation, in line mth 
the principles of modern preventive medicine 
and of modern sociology It shows that the 
government of Vera Cruz is a w a r e a s  no 
other government has yet shown itself to be 
-of the relation between government and 
soclety, of the state's obllgatlon to ~ t s  atlzens 
and its function, not only in safeguarding 
their welfare and bettering their conditions, 
but m guldlng them by eugenlc measures 
toward the goal of race improvement By 
passing this law with its thoughtful preamble 
and pract~cal provisions, Vera Cruz has taken 
a positive stand, in distlnctlon to other coun- 
tries-mcludmg our own-which have rec- 
ogruzed birth control only by restrlctlve 
measures or, a t  best, tlmid exceptions Vera 
Cruz has embarked on a bold-ex~erlment I t  
is to be hoped that she will succied and-that 
her example will be followed elsewhere 

I N AMERICA, the government has not yet 
seen ~ t s  clear duty In maklng blrth control 

accessible to all, and the tragic results of its 
lazssez fmre policy are to be seen on every 
hand The newspapers are filled wrth stories 
of destitution among unemployed familles 
wlth young children and babies (obviously 
unwanted) about to be born One partrcu- 
larly heartbreaking case in New York is that 
of a distraught young mother of three chd- 
dren, again pregnant, who staged a clumsy 
hold-up, and is now held in prison awaiting 
trial The husband has been out of work for 
over a year Who IS to blame for thls attempt 
a t  crtme-a desperate woman or society, 
whlch neither provides work for the man no1 
yet adequate rel~ef for the famlly, and which, 
despite this, does not g v e  the parents m- 
formation about blrth control so that they 
may postpone or prevent the concept~on of a 
fourth child? 

S TATISTICS tell the same story of presslng 
need for birth control The National 

Child Labor Committee reports that over 
two million children between the ages of ten 
and seventeen are a t  work, whlle from ten 
to eleven mllion adults are unemployed Na- 
tional Chlld Labor Day, observed yearly in 
January, takes on a sinister significance in 
the llght of these figures Many children are 
drlven into Industry because the adults of 
their families cannot find work According 
to Courtenay Dinmddie, general secretary 
of the National Chlld Labor Committee, 
"putting children to work a t  an early age 
tends to push wages ever lower Witness the 
spectacle of the sweat shops whrch have 
sprung up m the garment trade of the eastern 
states during the past year or two, where long 
hours of rush work alternate w ~ t h  rdle perrods, 
where work permit reqmrements for chddren 
are commonly ignored, and wages are too 
low to deserve the name The depression in- 
creases the pressure upon many children to 
contribute to family support Thls appears 
to be especrally true m the case of the older 
children in large familles " 



Child Labor IS an econoinlc problem How 
~t IS to be solved at  long last, only time will 
show Meanwhile, these two inlll~on chlldren 
are surplus mater~al, and poor material upon 
wh~ch to base the next generat~on What kind 
of mothers and fathers can these children 
make, after years of premature work, after 
growmg up in a topsy turvy world where 
ch~ldren labor while adults sit in enforced 
idleness? Through no fault of their own child 
laborers are a surplus, and (until we clean 
up the economlc confusion In which we are 
livmg) it IS loglcal to call upon birth contiol 
to keep this surplus as low as poss~ble There 
ale those who object to such emphasls on 
the negatwe aspects of blrth contiol I t  is for 
them to face the issue of how life is to be made 
possible for these two million chlld laborers, 
for the half a ndllon boys who (accordmg 
to the recently issued report of the Ch~ldren's 
Bureau) are driftmg about the country In a 
fnntless search for work, and for the thou- 
sands upon thousands of ch~ldren who are to 
bear through life the scars of inadequate care 
and undernour~shment 

D ISCUSSING various factors which ale In- 
fluencing populat~on growth m The 

Sczentzfic Baszs of Evolutzon, renewed in 
thls issue, D r  Thomas Hunt  Morgan writes 

If  mutations appear  only sporadically, and so 
f a r  as we can see, without respect t o  the condition 
of life in which a given species exists, the first 
guess would be, I t h ~ n k ,  t h a t  the greater  the num- 
ber of mdlvlduals the greater  the chance of some- 
thing new turning u p  But ,  on fur ther  thought, it 
m l l  be seen tha t  the answer is not so  slmple, f o r  
while it might take a longer time fo r  a smaller 
population t o  produce favorable mutat~ons,  t h ~ s  
mlght be more than compensated f o r  b y  the better 
chances of survival when the condit~ons of life a re  
more favorable fo r  all individuals I f  a n  intelligent 
appreciation of the importance of s u s t a ~ n ~ n g  bet- 
t e r  types a f te r  they had appeared should be In 
force a small group m ~ g h t  have a n  advantage 

T h e  converse picture is t h a t  of a society grov n 
so large t h a t  only the barest hvchhood is possible 
fo r  most of i ts  members Here we can fancy t h a t  
all  the energy and thought of each individual a re  
concentrated on keeping alive It seems unhkely 
t h a t  much concern would be given t o  the d~fficult 
problem of discovering and fostering new types I f  

i n t c l l ~ ~ e n t  understanding of the problcm is the 
means by whlch man is golng t o  direct hls future 
evolution, success seems more hkely In a h ~ g h l j  or- 
gamzed society h m ~ t e d  in numbers 

T HIS at t~tude emphas~zes the point of vlew 
expessed by D r  LOUIS I Dublin in the 

symposium of Prog~ccms and Wzshes for 
1933 printed elsewhere in t h ~ s  issue D r  
Dublin would "call together in conference 
the natlonal leaders of the blrth control move- 
ment and all those Interested in the popula- 
tion question In Amerlca " Such a conference 
with its possibility of a resultant un~fied pro- 
gram is an excellent idea, for the relat~on 
between birth control and population con- 
trol, and birth control and eugenics needs to 
be thoroughly studled D r  Dublin, whose 
standlng as a statistician entltles him to the 
most serious hearing, would point out to the 
conference that "the birth rate of the United 
States was falllng so rap~dly as to virtually 
imperll the continued existence of the coun- 
try," and ask ~t to "bring this desperate s~tua- 
tion to the attention of the whole Amer~can 
people that they may be apprised of what a 
non-controlled propagandlst movement has 
accomplished and what it may lead the coun- 
try to " No one can deny the dysgenic effects 
of birth control as it has been practiced dur- 
ing the last decade and as ~t is bemg practiced 
today But the solutlon does not lie In 
rnveighing agamst the ploneers who first 
roused an apathetic pubhc No apter com- 
parison can be found than that of the ma- 
ch~ne, which IS probably a t  the root of our 
economic confusion today I n  England dur- 
ing the Industrial Revolution men literally 
destroyed the Frankenstems they had cre- 
ated But today we see this as a futile gesture 
W e  cannot do away mth  the machme W e  
must understand ~t and control lt The pxopa- 
gandists of the birth control movement f orced 
upon the world of science and soc~ology the 
recognltlon of the need for birth control I n  
so doing they probably, as D r  Dublln puts 
it "placed bundles of dynamlte all over the 
country" I t  is for the present day leaders 
of the movement, for physicians and scien- 
tlsts and population experts to understand 
and control thls device d~scovered by human 
mind for human need 



Programs and Wishes for 1933 
F I were birth control dictator, I should attempt I t o  operate on a three-point program, as  f d -  

lows 
1 Recognition tha t  the propaganda era  of blrth 

control activlty is approachmg its close T h e  
anclcnt taboos and  prcjudlces a re  rapldly breaklng 
down, the practice of birth control is sp read~ng  
into the lower economic s t r a t a  of the populatlon, 
and med~cal  advances a re  neutrallnng the argu- 
ments against it on hygienic grounds From now 
on, blrth control should be regarded as  a n  invalu- - 
able and ~ndispcnsable lnstmmcnt fo r  the intelli- 
gent social control of populatlon, both q u a n t ~ t a -  
tlvely and qualitatively 

2 T h e  ~ntcgrat lon of the birth control and eu- 
genic ~nterests,  and the affiliation of all scientific 
agencles working fo r  the establishment of these two 
ideals Birth control and eugenics a re  by nature 
closely related, and nelther one can a t t a m  its conl- 
plete fulfillment, o r  rcnder i ts  maximum servlcc t o  
soclcty, wlthout the other 

3 T h e  extens~on of the blrth control idea t o  
include birth release, a s  well a s  birth Ilmitation 
W h a t  is needed is the subjection of the entire re- 
productive Interest of soclety and individuals t o  
intellgent rational analysis and control Wlth the 
approaching stabillzatlon of population in west- 
ern lands, the need fo r  a general restnction of 
popula t~on  growth wdl soon be ended The  re- 
quirements of birth selection wlll outweigh those of 
birth restnction Blrth control clinics and prac- 
titloners should be just  a s  much interested in help- 
Ing the n g h t  so r t  of persons to  have more children 
whcn they want them, a s  In helping others t o  have 
fcwer, and they should be jus t  a s  well equipped t o  
supply the necessary advlce and practical asslst- 
m c e  

HENRY PRATT FAIRCHILD, 
Pressdsrt, Population Associatton of Amenca 

F I wcie directing thc birth control movement I fo r  1933, I would call together in  conference 
the national leaders in the field and all  those In- 
tcrested in the populntlon questlon of Amerlca t o  
take stock of the current situatlon I would call 
t h e n  attention t o  the fac t  t h a t  the birthrate of 
the United States  -as falhng so rapidly a s  t o  virtu- 
ally imperil the continued existence of the country 
I would point out  that ,  under present conditions, 

o u r  native fertility was not replacing the present 
generation and t h a t  ~f a hal t  were not called, every 
prcvlous estimate of early stabilization would need 
t o  be revised a t  a lower level Gains from unmigra- 
tion a re  over probably fo r  a long time W e  a r e  
loslng over 100,000 a year through excess emlgra- 
tlon Wl th  the present tendency of the birth ra te  
unchecked, we will a r n v e  a t  a s ta t ionary popula- 
tion In a relatively few decades and, a f te r  that ,  the 
population will go down decade a f te r  decade in a 
fashion t h a t  wlll send cold shivers down the backs 
of all who understand what this means and who 
have any love fo r  their country 

If I were directing the movement, I would ask 
such a conference t o  bring thls desperate situatlon 
t o  the attention of the whole Amencan people t h a t  
they may be apprlsed of what a non-controlled 
propagandist  movement has accomplished and what 
~t may lead the country to, unless proper checks 
a re  immediately p u t  In force It means nothing less 
than a s t rong appeal t o  the intelligent people of 
the country to  reahze what 1s going on Unless 
there 1s a change in the a t t ~ t u d e  of the people re- 
sultlng from such knowledge, conditions may soon 
ge t  out of hand T h e  birth control movement wlll - 
have much t o  answer f o r  unless it can square ~ t s  
accounts with the Amerlcan people by emphasizing 
a t  this very time the need for  correct~ves of i ts  own 
actlvitles in earlier years It has placed bundles of 
dynamite all over the country It is now h ~ g h  time 
t h a t  ~t began t o  bring them back o r  a t  least t o  
remove t h e  fuses 

LOUIS I DUBLIN, 
Third Vtce-President and Statwtictan, 

Metropolctan L ~ f e  Insurance C o  

H A T  progress should I like t o  see In 19332 W I should like t o  see the doctors of the 
country come t o  realize t h a t  contraception 1s not a 
dangerous prescription to  be meted out  wanly and  
only t o  women who a re  111, but something t h a t  they 
should teach freely t o  every woman who is marned  
o r  about t o  be mar r~ed ,  in  the interest of her health 
and her children's health and the happmess of her 
marnage  

I should hke t o  see the social workers wake u p  
t o  the  fac t  t h a t  c h a n t y  is resulting In the  survlval 
and  increase of the unfit, and t h a t  the only hu- 
mane and scientific methods of ensunng thelr de- 



crease are b ~ r t h  control and stenlizat~on 
I should hke to  see peace organizations recognize 

that  the prevention of over-populat~on will be more 
efficac~ous than the s~gnlng of treatles or  the reduc- 
tion of armament 

I should hke to  see the teachers In our schools 
and colleges reahze that  the most Important ideal 
for them t o  mculcate in boys and girls 1s the ideal 
of race improvement, and that the only pract~cable 
means of race ~mprovement is blrth select~on 

I should hke to  see all b ~ r t h  control organma- 
t ~ o n s  work for b ~ r t h  select~on and not merely for 
b ~ r t h  r e s t r~c t~on  

I should like t o  hear as much talk about regulat- 
ing the production of human beings as  I now hear 
about regulating the production of commodit~cs 

I should hke to  see learned and elderly eugeni- 
c ~ s t s  stop decla~ming about the ~mpract~cablhty of 
b ~ r t h  control as  a means of reducmg the b ~ r t h  rate 
of the unfit, and open their eyes to  the fact that  
b ~ r t h  control clin~cs all around them actually are 
reducing the bmth rate of the unfit 

I should hke to  see the publ~c  educated to  tnhr 
me  responsib~hty for  givtng l ~ f e  as  ser~ously as  
the respons~b~hty for takrng hfe 

Finally, I should hke t o  see m~lliona~res and 
philanthrop~c foundat~ons competmg w ~ t h  each 
other for the honor of gwmg most to  the Amer~can 
Birth Control League 

But I am prepared to  be d~sappolnted 

ELEANOR DWIGHT JONES, 
P r o d e n t ,  Amencan Bwth Control Leagus 

I N A period of soc~al  and economic uncertainty 
hke the present it is interesting t o  note how 

clear and self-ev~dent cer ta~n pnnc~ples of a soc~o- 
biolog~cal nature become They stand in marked 
contrast to  the foggy and wavenng "rehef" meas- 
ures which almost without except~on are cases of 
robbmg Peter to  pay Paul 

Among the established social customs founded 
on sound b ~ o l o ~ i c a l  pnnciples and destined to  be- 
come a dom~nant force In the construct~on of a new 
and more honest type of democracy 1s contracep- 
tlon I t s  progresswe adopt~on IS certam The ques- 
t ~ o n  before those mterested In the ava~lab~l i ty  of 
contraceptive mformation to  all who need ~t is 
therefore not one of an ~mmedlate emergency but 
rather the development of certam tendencies al- 
ready clearly defined 

1 Encourage the broadenmg of all b ~ r t h  control 
cl~nics t o  include advice on all other types of 

maternal health problems Encourage all maternal 
health clln~cs to  adopt the policy of dissemmating 
contraceptive mformatlon where needed 

2 Contlnue the work of educating the medlcal 
profess~on, d~rect ly by hosp~ta l  and med~cal so- 
clety contacts and ~nd~rec t ly  through med~cal 
schools 

3 Feature the stabihzing effect, socially, of the 
w~der spread of contraceptive mformat~on, in tha t  
~t allows early marnage without fear of unwanted 
pregnancy and progeny I n  this way ~t d~scourages 
extra-manta1 sex-relat~onsh~ps on the par t  of those 
who would l ~ k e  t o  combme them sex-hfe w ~ t h  the 
development of a home 

4 Encourage the development of a system of 
taxa t~on and of economic reward wh~ch favors 
those famihes tha t  solve their own economlc prob- 
lems without recourse to  publ~c funds for their 
support D~scourage wherever poss~ble the present 
tendency that pays money to  non-productwe and 
~ d l e  persons 

5 T r y  to  influence the pomt of vlew of leg~sla- 
tors and others in pubhc life untd they adopt, as  
natural, an attitude whlch IS suffic~ently honest and 
courageous to  prevent the irrespons~ble production 
of future public charges This can be largely ac- 
compl~shed by compulsory ster i l~zat~on of the ob- 
v~ously unfit As a corollary those groups-relig- 
lous o r  otherw~se--which ~ns ls t  on breed~ng unfit 
lnd~viduals when mformation IS available to prevent 
it, should be made t o  pay the full expense of upkeep 
of the unfit so produced 

7 Do everything poss~ble to  spread contracep- 
t ~ v e  informat~on under the ex~s tmg law rather than 
conduct expensive and often futile campaigns t o  
mod~fy o r  to  replace them State and federal 
legisla~ive bod~es are today so wrapped u p  in the 
problems of mcomlng o r  outgomg cash tha t  hu- 
man welfare has become more than ever secondary 
to  polltical expediency 

C C LITTLE, 
Ihrsctor, Roreos B Jaekaon 

Memonal Labordory 

A S THE bmth control movement under its pio- 
neenng directors has made phenomenal prog- 

ress m the past twenty years, ~t 1s Indeed a large 
order to  ask one how he would direct the movement 
dunng the coming year if he were even  the power 
-and respons~bility 

It has always appeared to  me that  there were 
not enough men actively participating in the birth 
control movement In thls country Perhaps ~t was 



the necessary and lopcal  development of the early 
movement here tha t  i t  should have been dlrected 
prlmanly by mothers In behalf of suffenng mother- 
hood As great and worthy as thls cause IS, there 
are a number of other problems in the birth con- 
trol field whlch are also of the greatest importance 
t o  the peace of the world and the welfare of hu- 
manity Fortunately, these problems have mcreas- 
ingly clalmed the attention of birth control lead- 
ers Among them are the international problem of 
population pressure and war, the eugenlc prob- 
lem of producing a better race of people, the medl- 
cal problem of producing harmless and effectlve 
contraceptwes, the rehg~ous problem of morals, 
and the legal problem of lepslatlon The natural 
and lopcal evolut~on of the blrth control move- 
ment In thls country should, it seems t o  me, take 
Into consideration these problems, whlch have been 
largely in the hands of the male sex F o r  thls rea- 
son alone it 1s not likely that  the movement can 
make maximum progress unless more men are re- 
crulted into its ranks 

The ongmal movement must broaden its purpose 
and make room for  men who, as  peace advocates, 
eugenlsts, medical men, clergymen, and statesmen, 
have done so httle to  nurse the movement through 
its infancy There are many ~nd~cat ions  that  men 
are becoming more anxlous t o  join forces and ~f 
this 1s not made too dficult,  I belleve it would be 
for  the best interests of all concerned 

GUY IRVING BURCH, 
Secretary, Populatum Reference Bureau 

19' were directing the b ~ r t h  control movement 
or  1933, I should move along three lines The 

first would involve the continuation of a n  educa- 
tional program, not merely through the BIRTH 
CONTBOL REVIEW, but through the preparation of 
syndicated articles for  the press of the country, 
the fostermg of artlcles concernmg blrth control 
by lndivlduals who are regarded as  experts In the 
field of sociology, economics, medicine, psychiatry, 
chantles and corrections 

The  second lead would be the qulet and continu- 
ous organization of maternal health centers, birth 
control clinics o r  bureaus for maternal hypene, o r  
whatever else they may, can and should be called 
Thus communal actlvltles would be Infiltrated 
slowly wlth practical, useful, existent centers of 
advlce and demonstration This course would benefit 
not merely those taklng advantage of such ser- 
vices, but would enhance the personal Interests of 

specific supporting groups and would practically 
educate the pubhc as to  the needs and value of 
such bureaus for contraceptive advlce 

The thlrd direction of action would be the pro- 
motion of more numerous contacts wlth members 
of medical societies and state legislatures, in the 
mterest of secunng more actwe medical support 
and better lepslat~ve understandmg of the values 
inherent In a more widespread knowledge of con- 
traceptive techniques 

The general positlve vlewpolnt to  be stressed is 
the factual existence of birth control organlza- 
tlons and a reasonable knowledge of the facts and 
methods among the more ~ntelligent members of 
the general publlc Emphasls should be placed up- 
on the hypocrisy and cowardice of publ~c oflicials, 
who wlth negative courage prefer to  allow the nul- 
hfication of present laws rather than t o  make the 
essential adjustments requisite in the interest of 
honesty and justice, and in harmony with the 
modern philosophy of llfe 

I believe there would be an  especial advantage 
in creatmg some legal committee to  stimulate the 
mterest and s u p p o ~ o f  the legal fraternity A large 
proportion of our lepslators come from the legal 
profession There would be a gain in encouraging 

and developing the lntelhgent assistance of this 
group In establishing such legal policies as may be 
requisite in order to  strengthen vacdlat~ng and 
constituent-feanng representatives In our legisla- 
tlve halls The efforts of such a legal group sup- 
plementing that  of organized physicians should be 
more effectlve than the present mode of approach 

There is nothlng new in all thls It 1s only a re- 
affirmation of what has already been done and a 
recognition of the fact that  great movements are 
won by populanzing their content, by demonstrat- 
mg their practicality, and by pving  evldence of 
thew profound servlce t o  humanity I believe birth 
control today should be discussed, not as  something 
t o  be secured in the future, but a s  an elustent fact  
as measured in terms of b ~ r t h  rates, existent chnics 
and In the freedom of press discussions The wide- 
spread public mterest tha t  increases from day t o  
day reveals a recognition of what contraception 
has fostered The  publlc has developed a vltal in- 
terest m the well being of man, considered not pure- 
ly as a n  an~mal  breeder but as a spmtual  bemg 
capable of consciously fostering a destlny that  re- 
flects creative intelligence 

I R A  S WILE,  M D 
Arroofate cn Pedwtnor, Mt Smu Horptal 



What 7309 "Mothers" Want 
An analysrs of 7309 "mothers" bt ters* recezved by the Amencan Bsrth Control 
League and  by Margaret  Sanger  from March 1, 1931 t o  March 31, 1932t  

B y  A L I C E  C 

PURPOSE 

T h e  purpose of this study was to  analyze fo r  
approx~mately a year  the "mothers" letters re- 
ceived by the Arncrlcan Birth Control League and 
by hfrs Sanger t o  d e t e n n e  

1 W h a t  were the outstandmg features of the 
"mothers" letters 2 

2 W h a t  the differences were, if any, In letters 
from different p a r t s  of the country or  from urban 
and rural  d~s t r i c t s  7 

3 Whether there were noteworthy d~fferences 
between letters received by the League and those 
~cceived by Mrs Sanger 

4 On the basis of the foregoing, to  suggest 
ways t o  s~mplify,  combme o r  el~minate any  un- 
necessai y work o r  duplication by the League and 
by Mrs Sanger 

METHOD 

A hundred letters from all p a r t s  of the country, 
rural  and urban, were examined On the basis of 
this read~ng ,  a tabulation sheet was drawn u p  and 
tried out on 500  more letters recc~ved by the 
Leaguc This  sampling showed t h a t  the m a j o r ~ t y  
of the letters contained the ~nformat ion sought on 
the tabulation sheet, and, with a few modificat~ons 
in the sheet, the to ta l  number of letters (7309) 
were tabulated 

FINDINGS 

ATTI'I UDE O F  THE WRITERS 

The  stiongest impression left  by t h ~ s  analysls of 
7309 "mothers" letters was the general att i tude of 

'I'hls t r rm goes back to the heglnnlng of the movement when 
thr arc it malorl ty of all letters recelved were from mothers 
appedllng for blrth control lnformatlon It 1s stdl used wlth- 
111 lllc nimement to cover all requests for contraceptwe 
d v l c e  even though such requests are mcreasmgly from 

men and persons seek~ng premarital adv~ce 
t 1111s anal) s ~ s  of a year's Intake of "mothers" letters by both 

Lhe Amer.can Birth Control League and Margaret Sanger 
was undertaken on the lnltlatlve of the League ri-e a o r k  
aas done by the wrlter and the staff of the League and 
financed hy a specla1 contrlbutlon from a member of the 
Board of D~rectors of the League 

BOUGHTON 

the writers Whether they were men o r  women, 
they assumed t h a t  the ~ n f o r m a t ~ o n  was available 
and could be had f o r  the asking 

T h ~ s  att i tude represents a s ~ g n ~ f i c a n t  change of 
tone w l t h ~ n  approwmately a three-year penod 
While no comparative figures are  avadable, Mar-  
garct  Sanger's Motherhood an Bondage, pub- 
lished in 1928, tells the s tory of the "mothers" let- 
ters and gives excerpts from hundreds recewed by 
her pr ior  t o  1928  T h e  w r ~ t c r s  of those letters made 
a personal and emotional plea for the information 
and gave all manner of reasons to  ~ u s t i f y  a n  ex- 
cep t~on  bemg made in their indiv~dual eases,-yet 
within thiee years such letters have become the 
exception Today the usual letter is a matter-of- 
fac t  request fo r  information tha t  the writer as- 
sumes can be had by any one, on request 

The  table on the oppos~te  page shows tha t  4281 
writers out of 7309 gave no qpec~fic reason for  
requestmg b ~ r t h  control informat~on T h e  tone of 
their letters ind~ca ted  tha t  they assumed an answer 
to  thew inquiries would be forthcoming They 
wrote, saylng in substance, "Please send me birth 
control information," while of thc 2759 who gave 
a reason for  w a n t ~ n g  the adv~ce,  the major i ty  did 
so ra ther  as  a polite explanation than  as  a justi- 
fication Furthermore, in connection a i t h  this ex- 
planation, both men and women commonly ex- 
pressed them d e s ~ r e  for  ch~ldren-but did not want 
to  have them untd o r  unless conditions were right 

W H O  ROTE THESE LETTERS 

1 Men and women T h e  first interestmg fac t  
about the "mothers" is t h a t  approx~mately one- 
sixth of them are  fathers (See table on oppos~te  
page ) Whde no figures a re  ava~lable before 1931 
on the number of inqumes, either absolute o r  
relative, received from men, it is the impression of 
those who have handled o r  been f a m ~ l i a r  ~ . ~ t h  the 
"mothers" letters fo r  the p a s t  several years, t h a t  
letters from men have recently Increased notice- 
ably This  assumpt~on of increase seems reasonable 
as  it would correspond w ~ t h  the increasing space 



l o r  T h e  U B I T B D  S T A T E S  
Mar 1, 19Sl To I&u 91, 1932 

Ark 
C a l  
C 0 l  
Conn 
Del  
DOfC 
Fla 
Ga 
Ill 
I O n a  
Ind 
Idaho 
Fan 
ay 
la 
Ma 
Mass 
Md 
Mleh 
Minn 
ms.9 
Ma 
b b n t  
Neb 
N H 
n J 

N D 

Okla 
Ore 
Pen33 
R I 
s C 
S D 
Ters 
Teraa 
Utah 
V t  

N o t  
w e l l  well wed Not 
0- off wed 

Not 
Well Wed 'Ot 

O f f  ALL wed 

Well off (Privileged) Not well off (Underprlv1leged)-Persons Not gwen)-The spenfic contents of each letter determrned intn 
were classed a s  under privileged only if the  letter or ~ t s  contents 
seemed to  ~nd lca te  that  ecanomlcally they were o r  mlght become 
wards of the  community 

Wed (Marned)-Persons llsted under thls headlng aqked for  bwth 
control mformatmn e ~ t h e r  speclficaliy by name or lndlrectly through 
description That 1s the wnte r  would recount her nrcumstances and 
ask for help I t  was assumed that the wrlter w a s  marned when ref 
erence was made to length of marrlage &band wlfe chlldren etc 

Not Wed (Premanta1)-Letters were ao llsted only when writer 
made speclfic mentlon of engagement or lntentlon of marriage 

Reasom from both men and  women (Health Economlc Both 

whrch of these four categones ~t should go  

Since the number of reasons glven were l ~ m ~ t e d  to  three in the 
onalyas those whlch d ~ d  not come under the  regular classlficatlon 
(defimte reason gwen) were llsted under the heading Not Glven " 
For example the w n k r  m ~ g h t  state our family IS just rlght now ' 
or I am urgently In need of advlce In ne~ the r  case has a definite 
re?-on been given-lthough the implication is that  there a re  a l  
ready as many chlldren a s  can be properly taken care of from a n  
economlc or health standpoint or both 

See pages 28 and 27 f m  Tables on Mothers Letters, for Urban 
Centers and Rural Dwtrzcts 



given to  b r th  control in the public press and the 
~ncrease in the number and authority of the or- 
ganizations whlch endorse o r  sanction birth con- 
t rol  

2 P r a d g e d  and  under-pnznleged Persons were 
classed as  under-privileged only if the letter o r  ~ t s  
contents seemed to  Indicate tha t  economically they 
were o r  mlght become wards of the community, 
tha t  IS, through ignorance, poverty o r  unemploy- 
ment such health semces  as  they needed would 
have t o  be a t  community expense Separa tmg the 
inquiries into two groups-privdeged and under- 
prlvlleged-was arbi t rary and based upon the to- 
t a l  lmpression given by each letter It took Into 
account paper,  wntlng, spelling, vocabulary, e tc  

As was t o  be expected, letters from the pnvi- 
leged f a r  outnumbered those from the under-pnvl- 
leged, the percentage being 84 a s  agalnst 16 I n  
this connection, it is lnterestlng t h a t  over 93 per  
cent of inquiries from men were from the prlvdeged 
group, while but 82 per  cent of the women's In- 
quirles were from thls same group Thls  large pro- 
portion of letters from the pnvdeged accounts a t  
least In p a r t  fo r  the "taken-for-granted" charac- 
t e r  of the letters as  a whole T h e  under-privileged 
letters were naturally much less self-assured, in 
fact, in many instances the writer was desperate It 
was from this group t h a t  the case-histories came 
But  the lmpresslon made by the letters from both 
privileged and under-privileged groups was one of 
responsible and earnest and, In some cases, des- 
perate deslre fo r  blrth control lnformation 

This  impression IS borne out  by Mrs Sanger's 
expenence She corresponds with her  "mothers" 
and ~t is seldom tha t  they do not  return her form 
wlth the informatlon she requests Though the 
League does not enter into correspondence be- 
yond answering the o n g ~ n a l  inquiry*, l ts  expen- 
ence also strengthens this lmpression F o r  ~t is 
reasonable t o  suppose t h a t  the "mothers" letters 
a re  written by people not unlike those who come 
In person f o r  information They a re  of all types 
and kmds and  of both sexes, bu t  thls they have In 
common a serlous and decent att i tude and a 
genuine w ~ s h  fo r  information 

3 Young naorrced people Elghty-eight pe r  cent 
of the ~nqulnes  were from marned  people who 

*In May, 1931, three months after the beginnrng of the period 
corered by t h ~ s  study, the League began to  send letters to 
all rts correspondents askrng them to ffll out an enclosed 
questionnarre, statrng whether they had found the sewlee 
satrsfactory 

wanted contraceptive advice While there was no 
exact way of telhng, the letters mdlcated tha t  
probably the major l ty  came from young couples 
wlth but two o r  three children They stressed t h e n  
need of advlce in order t o  raise their children ac- 
cordmg t o  the standards of llving t o  which they 
themselves have been accustomed The  phrase "an- 
other chdd before two o r  three years would be 
a tragedy" occurs repeatedly 

Another large group of lnqulries came from 
newly married women, who, because of present con- 
dl t~ons,  were obhged t o  continue workmg t o  help 
establish a home They wished t o  postpone reanng  
a family untd In a n  economlc position t o  do so 

4 Engaged couples Twelve per  cent (908) of 
the total  ~nqulrles were fo r  premarital  advice, and 
31 per  cent (283) of these writers were men, where- 
as  in the married group the number of Inquiries 

from men was less than 15 per  cent 
Premarital requests almost without exception 

came from the privileged class and from persons 
of a hlgh degree of intelligence 

Invanably, and whichever the group, both men 
and women expressed thew desire fo r  chlldren when 
they were ready for  them I n  the p remanta l  cases 
generally, lnformatlon was requested fo r  a con- 
traceptive which could be relied upon not to  pro- 
duce sterrlrty 

WHERE THE LETTERS CAME FROM 

1 C8ty a d  country T h e  letters were also 
sorted Into urban and rural  groupings , 5 8  p e r  cent 
were urban, and 42 per  cent ru ra l  Thls  is a hlgh 
proportion of ru ra l  even t a k m g  Into account the 
fac t  tha t  some letters were counted as  ru ra l  t h a t  
came from small vlllages near blg  clties Agarn ~t 
ind~cates  how wide-spread 1s the  demand f o r  blrth 
control informatlon and  the extent t o  whlch the 
knowledge tha t  birth control informatlon exists has  
penetrated sparsely settled p a r t s  of the country, 
and communities remote from the large centers 

A fur ther  examination discloses t h a t  of the to ta l  
number of men seeking lnformation 67 p e r  cent were 
city dwellers whereas among the women only 56 
per cent lived In cltles This  1s l o g ~ c a l  a s  the town 
is usually more sophisticated than the country 

2 From the n a t w n  T h e  letters came from 
every s t a t e  in the Union, from all the big  citles 
and from hundreds of ru ra l  communities Letters 
from Canada, Me%lco, South America, etc , were 
not Included tn thls tabulation 



It was first thought that  there mlght be d$- 
ferences In the nature of letters recelved from the 
several parts  of the country I n  general, however, 
thls dld not prove to  be the case Differences were 
between educated o r  uneducated, privileged or  
under-privileged people, or  differences in the faclll- 
tles for obtalnlng contraceptive lnformatlon 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LETTERS BECEIVED BY THE 

LEAGUE AND BY MBS SANGER 

More people from the South requested mforma- 
tlon from Mrs Sanger than from the League T h ~ s  
may be due to the fact  tha t  durlng the past few 
years Mrs Sanger, o r  her representative, has lec- 
tured widely throughout the South These lectures 
could easlly have ~ r o m p t e d  women to  make a per- 
sonal appeal for help t o  another woman, thls may 
also explaln why Mrs Sanger recewes more re- 
quests from the under-privileged than does the 
League 

Another characterlstlc of the letters recelved by 
Mrs Sanger 1s the confusion m the mmds of many 
wrlters between abortlon and blrth control No ob- 
vious reason for thls can be gwen but the ~ n f e r x c e  
may be drawn tha t  because the name of M a - p r e t  
Sanger has been ldentlfied with the movement from 
its beg~nning, more women of the under-pnvileged 
group have sohclted lnformatlon from her person- 
ally 

I t  is also lnterestlng and mpor tant  to note that  
to  many writers the League and Mrs Sanger are 
one and the same Contents of the letters lndlcate 
thls as well as the fact that  letters for Mrs Sanger 
are addressed to  the League and letters for the 
League are received by Mrs Sanger 

Recommendat~ons made by M~sa Boughton as a result of 
t h ~ s  analysis, together wlth a report of act~on taken by the 
League and Mrs Sanger, wdl appear In an early issue of 
the REVIEW Edttor)~ Note 

The Vera Cruz Birth Control Law 

v E R A  CRUZ has the dlstinctlon of belng the 
first state t o  enact birth control leglslatlon 

on a comprehensive and practlcal scale The bdl, 
drafted by D r  Salvador Mendoza, lawyer and 
sociologist, president of the draftmg committee of 
the civll code of Vera Cruz, was adopted In the 
regime of former Governor Adalberto Tejeda It 
became effective as a law through ~ t s  pubhcatlon In 
the Oflwlal Gazette of the Sta te  of Vera Cmz on 
December 1, 1932 It 1s worthy of note that  the 
present Governor Gonzalo Vasquez Vela 1s also an  
enthuslastlc supporter of the new b ~ r t h  control 
leg~s la t~on The preamble reads 

Adalberto Tejeda, Const~tutional Governor to  
the Free and Sovereign State of Veracmz-Llave, 
t o  its inhabitants be ~t known 

Tha t  by the authority bestowed upon hlm by 
Artlcle 7 of the Law number 121, enacted on the 
slxth of July, 1932, and 

Whereas, recognlmng that  ~t 1s of the greatest 
Importance to  pubhc and soclal Interests t o  better 
the human race and therefore to  promote all meas- 
ures leadlng to  the ehmlnatlon of such defects as 
shall be considered Incurable and transmlsslble by 
heredity, and whlch might yleld to  sclentlfic treat- 

ment under governmental dlrect~on, the L e g d a -  
ture of thls State  was pleased to  enact Law No 
121, the sixth day of July In the year 1932, creat- 
ing thereby under the jurisdlctlon of the Health 
Department, the servlce of Eugenics and Mental 
Hygiene of the State of Veracruz-Llave , and 

Whereas, the above mentioned law provldes in 
Artlcles five and six a program of scientific prophy- 
laxls to  safeguard future generat~ons agalnst 
diseases, o r  defects, physlcal o r  mental, which are 
transmissible by heredity, the regulation of such 
program to  be under the admlnlstratlve authonty 
of the Chlef Executive of the State, through the 
action of the Health Department, according to  the 
text of Artlcle 7 of the above mentioned law, and 

Whereas, the results of medlcal, sanitary, blo- 
loglcal and psycholopcal research attest beyond 
doubt the possib~hty of lntroducmg practlcal eu- 
genic measures t o  Improve the future progress of 
human reproduction, thereby producing eventually 
a better race as  a whole, by d~minlshlng the proba- 
bllhes of race degeneration or  decay, and 

Whereas, lt 1s a fact confirmed by experience 

and statlstlcs that  the dlsseminatlon of blrth con- 
trol mformatlon now belng done spontaneously and 
freely by lndlvldual mltlatlve, wlth no official In- 
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terventlon by the State,  has resulted In the  lower- 
Ing of the b ~ r t h  ra te  among the h ~ g h e r  and more 
privileged classes of the community, a s  evidenced 
by the fact  tha t  a marked and deliberate curtail- 
ment of offspring exlsts In direct proportion t o  the 
better learnmg o r  posl t~on of the indiv~dual , while 
~t can be obseivcd t h a t  less soclally dcslrable types 
ieproduce themselves with no restriction and often 
cvcn to  obv~ous excess, and thereby a n  undoubted 
degeneration of the specles 1s taklng place, and 
therefore t o  meet such emergency soclety must take 
urgent action insplred by the h ~ g h e s t  motives, and - 

Whereas, the methods of blrth control accepted 
by science, as ucll as the eugenic practices already 
referied to, have becn disseminated amongst the 
fa lored members of the present social and eco- 
nonm order, while such sc~entlfic mformatlon has 
nee11 kept out of reach of our louer classes because 
of the Inadequacy of the Law and the neglect of 
a p ~ b l ~ c  d u t y ,  and 

Wl~ereas ,  legardlcss of the problem of over-pop- 
ulation and the proper means of deallng with it, ~t 
shall always be a paramount duty of the govern- 
ment to  el~minatc any danger of degeneration, o r  
even any hindrance t o  improvement which might 
arlse as a serlous menace t o  thc future of the hu- 
man race, and specially so if such a danger threat- 
ens immmcntly the less privdeged members of 
soclety , and 

Whereas, in advanced countnes sterilization of 
human beings 1s already legal In the case of indi- 
viduals suffenng from hereditary infirmhes of 
idiocy, mental defectiveness, etc , lncludlng In cer- 
tain instances lncorriglble cr~mlnal  types ,  and it 1s 
advisable to  introduce legal sterlllzat~on, a t  least 
fo r  the most typical cases as  defined by sclent~fic 
knowledge, into the regime of the S ta te  of Vela 
Cruz,  and 

Whereas, sterihzation properly admlnlstered in 
the Interest of eugenlcs should be considered a 
measure not only t o  safeguard the general interest 
of the race, but  also t o  benefit the home, and the 
famdy, and even t o  protect the steril~zed indi- 
vlduals themselves who ln many Instances espe- 
clally among females, lncur from the abnormal 
reproductive functlon serious pathological troubles 
endangering 11fe , and 

W h r e a s ,  the S ta te  of Vera Cruz has developed 
sa t~s fac ton ly  a pollcy of soclal control w h ~ c h  com- 
prehends a dlverslfied program t o  deal with prosti- 
tutlon, of whlch offic~al regulatlon has been abol- 

 shed , sexual education, whlch is already obhgatory 
wlthm the S t a t e ,  compulsory treatment of vener- 
eal d~sease, and other s n n ~ l a r  eugenic regulations, 
abohtion of saloons, and restrictive regulatlon of 
alcohol, estabhshment of health requirements fo r  
marrlage as  prov~ded by the new Civil Code, and 
In general a complete sociological program for the 
betterment of the race,  ~t is fittmg and proper t o  
cxtcnd the scope of thew concurrent measures and 
so m t ~ a t e  a d m c t  approach to  the problcm of 
b ~ l t h  control n ~ t h i n  the State,  accordmg to  the 
csscntial prmciplcs of eugenlcs and under the 111- 
s p r a t i o n  of the h ~ g h c r  soc~a l  respons~bihty,  

Now therefore, In accordance u i th  the forego- 
lng, the follonlng regulations are  hereby promul- 
gated and ordcled 

The  most important of the selentecn provis~ons 
of the law a re  

Artzcle 1 According to  the p r o v ~ s ~ o n s  of Art~cles  
5 and 6 of the Law No 121, enacted July,  1932, the 
Bureau of Eugenics and Mental H y g ~ e n e  under 
the junsd~c t ion  of the Department of Health of 
the State  of Vera Cruz shall deal with the study 
and treatment of the subject of eugenics as fol- 
lows Bir th  Control, ster~llzation in cases where 
the reproductlon of the specles is soclally undesir- 
able, and, In general to  deal u i th  all phases of 
social control affecting the reproductlon of the 
specles, and the preservat~on of the same against 
any causes contrlbutlng to  its degeneration 

Aitzcle 3 The  Bureau of Eugenics and Mental 
Hygiene shall estabhsh In the s ta te  such clln~cs as  
~t shall consider necessary t o  provlde sclentlfic in- 
structlon and proper treatment in the mat ter  of 
Bir th  Control and contraception, sexual educa- 
tlon and hyg~ene, and related subjects The  servlce 
rendered by these cbnics shall be free of charge 

Artzcle 6 Ster l l l~at lon shall be practiced wlthln 
the s ta te  subject t o  [ccrtaln] prov~slons 

Artzcle 9 The  sterllizat~on of subjects whose re- 
production shall be proscribed, shall be apphed In 
such a manner as  t o  give no ~gnominious o r  m- 
famous reputation, and by no means and  in no case 
shall s ter lhzat~on be apphed as  a punishment o r  
soclal st lgma, .lor shall such sterilization ever in- 
volve the loss of any civil o r  p o l h c a l  right on the 
p a r t  of the subject 

ArtzcZe 16 The  Bureau of Eugenics and Mental 
Hygiene shall mamtain officlal relations and  pro- 
mote a n  exchange of sclentlfic ~nformat ion f o r  the 
purpose of carrylng out ~ t s  work In the best pos- 
sible way 



An Interview With Julian Huxley 
By J A M E S  R O R T Y  

" u sclcnce has dlscovered better contra- u i t h  the problems o f  des t~ tu t lon  allslng from t h e  
ceptlve technqucs,  the  bwth  control move- dcpresslon, Plofessor Huxley pomted out tha t  the 

ment can progress but slowly touard ~ t s  funda- tlme 1s too  short 
mental objcctne,  the  mnkmg o f  a better race And " W e  shall e ~ t h c r  pull out o f  the  current economlc 
sclence goes h a l t ~ n g l y  In a soclety where, for  every crisls In two  or  three years or wc shall be faclng 
dollar glven t o  sclentlfic rcsearch In the field o f  a general cconom~c and soclal collapsc O f  course, 
population control, thousands are spent b y  dm- the ava~lable chn~ca l  resources arc ut ter ly  inade- 
lngcn~ous adIertlsers o f  'femlnlne hypcne'  prod- quate both here and in  England B u t  ~t is doubt- 
ucts,  norhtng In the  shadow o f  legal and soc~al  ful ~rhether  a large-scale extcnslon o f  contracep- 
taboos " 

T h i s  was the comment o f  Professor Jullan H u x -  
Icy, dlstmgulshed English biologist, who returncd 
t o  England last week a f t e r  a b l ~ e f  lecture tour  In 
thls country 

One o f  the most important gams for  the Engllsh 
blrth control movement, according t o  Professor 
Huxlcy,  was achlc~ed last Scar, \%hen a ruhng was 
procured whcrebj W e l f a r e  Chntcs recelvlng gov- 
ernment support are perm~tted t o  glve b ~ r t h  con- 
trol ~nstruct lon t o  thclr patlents T h e y  do not ,  
hoacver, scll contraceptwe cqu~pment  

Impol tnn t  contracept~ve research work is be- 
Ing done In England under the  auspices o f  the In- 
tcrnatlonal Blrth Control Committee Current 
work b y  Drs Baker,  Florey and Carlcton a t  Ox- 
ford is concerned with the study o f  spermlc~des, and 
with the mechanism o f  coltus T h e  results thus far ,  
whlle encouraging, promlse no easy solut~ons Other 
lnterestlng uork  is belng begun on spermatoxlns 
and hormones T h e  present scale o f  contracept~ve 
research and the funds a t  the dlsposal o f  scientists 
cngagcd In this work are wholly madequate, com- 
pared t o  t h e  importance and urgency o f  the  prob- 
lem 

"Brmglng too many chlldren Into the world these 
days  1s llke bringing them into  a dark alley," s a ~ d  
Professor Huxley  " W ~ t h  our present organlza- 
t ~ o n ,  or rather d ~ s o r g a m z a t ~ o n  o f  soctal and eco- 
nomic l i fe ,  we cannot handle our populat~ons either 
here or In England However, the population w ~ l l  
begm t o  go down i n  England In less than  fifteen 
years,  In t h e  United States In about f o r t y  years " 

Asked whether he thought the  rapid extension 
o f  b ir th  control clinlcs in  America, wl th  a llbcral- 
lzatlon o f  cx~s t lng  laws, and financ~al support f rom 
statc and federal treasuries would help t o  deal 

ti\e clinlcs could be put m t o  e f fect  soon enough 
t o  exert any very substantial influcncc on  the  sltua- 
tlon Part~cularly  1s thls true when we remember 
tha t  u l t h  respect t o  blrth control the  'unteach- 
able~' arc always wlth us,  and tha t  thus  far  we 
havc not dlscovered contracept~ve techniques 
uhlch can be successfully used u i t h  thls class " 

Concerning the moral problems arlslng out o f  
the rapld dlsscminat~on o f  blrth control ~ n f o r m a -  
tlon, Professor Huxley  1s rathcr optlmlstic 

"Before  b ~ r t h  control was generally knoun  and 
p~act lced,  especially b y  our upper and m ~ d d l e  class 
populat~ons,  we operated pretty much on a fear- 
morahty o f  a very dubious quality T h e  removal 
o f  this fear docs not necessar~ly mean tha t  young 
people become llbertmes On the contrary,  m y  ob- 
scivatlons both In England and In America con- 
\mce me t h a t  quite possibly an en t~re ly  opposlte 
trend m a y  develop 

" I t  nould seem t h a t  the post -wa~ generat~on 
Ascovered t h a t  promiscu~ty  as a way o f  l i f e  had 
ltttle t o  o f f e r  In the long run T h e  new morahty  
ulnch I see developmg among the generation o f  
girls and boys now m t h e n  teens and twentics 1s a 
far  sounder morality o f  cho~ce,  regulated b y  con- 
siderat~ons o f  d~sclpllne, personal lntcgrlty and 
good taste I really t h m k  t h a t  the morahsts, on 
the whole, have htt le t o  fear f rom blrth control 

" T h e  birth control movement's most nnportant 
present task is t o  go ahead making b ~ r t h  control 
an ordlnary top~c-not somethmg t o  be talked o f  
In hush-hush tones O f  course, the sprcad o f  clinic- 
al faclhties 1s also ~ m p o r t a n t ,  and really scient~fic 
lcsearch For the long run, exploration o f  t h e  rela- 
tlons between bir th  control and eugenics, and be- 
tween both o f  these and the pol l t~co - economlc 
system 1s fundamental " 



12 1 Centers for Contraceptive Advice 
January, 1933 

Alabama No center 
Alaska No center 
Aruona No center 
Arkamas 1 center 

Llttle Rock, Arkansas Eugenlcs Associatlon 
Exchange Bank Bldg-Dr Homer Scott 

Caldorxua 29 Centers 
For t  Bragg, Redwood Coast Hospltal, Inc 

Dr Paul J Bowman 

Hayward, Alameda County Health Department 
Dr Jane Thorpe 

Los Angeles County, Los Angeles County Health 
Department (16 centers) 

Dr J L Pomeroy 

Los Angeles 
215 East Adams St -Dr Etta Gray 

Los Angeles, Cedars of Lebanon Hospital 
4833 Fountam Avenue--Dr K K Mr~tzler 

Los Angeles, Jewlsh Dlspensary 
244 Bunker Hlll Avenue--Dr Nad~na Kavlnoky 

Los Angeles, Eas t  Los Angeles Emergency HOS- 
pita1 

1011 Goodrlch Blvd -Dr J G Foster 

Los Angeles, Mothers' Chnic 
130 South Broadway-Dr Etta Gray 

Oakland, Birth Control League of Alameda CO 
5027 Genoa St -Dr Ann Martln 

Pasadena, Pasadena General Hospital Dlspensary 
38 Congress St -Dr Irene Hunt & Dr Nadlna Kavmoky 

Pasadena, Pasadena Mothers' Cllnlc 
92 No Madlson Avenue--Dr Emmehe Banks 

San Franclsco, Canon KIP Eugenlcs Clmc 
246 Second Street-Dr Lou~se E Taber 

San Franclsco, Maternal Health C lmc  
62b Oak Street-Dr Adela~de Brown 

Santa Ana, Mothers' Cllnlc of Orange County 
Health Department 

Court House Annex 
Colorado 1 center 

Denver, Colorado General HospltaI 
4200 East 9th St -Dr T D Cunn~ngham 

Connechcut 1 center 
New Haven, Family Affalrs 

265 Church Street 
Delaware 1 center 

Wdmington, Delaware Blrth Control League 
1019 Pme Street-Dr Verna Stevens 

Wt. of Columbia No center 

Florda 1 center 
Mlaml, Mothers' Health Association 
409 B Huntrngton Bldg-Dr Lqdra A DeV~lb~ss 

Ceorgm 3 centers 
Atlanta, Atlanta Tuberculosis Associatlon 

286 Forest AvenueDr  Champneys H Holmes 
Atlanta, Good Sarnarltan Cllnlc 

69 North Avenue--Dr J K Fancher 
Atlanta, Morns Hlrsch Cllnlc 

Dr 0 H Matthews 
Hawau 6 enters 

Honolulu, Maternal Health Cllnlc 
1464 Emma Street-Dr Ellen Leong & Dr Tzu P Chou 

Honolulu, Palama Settlement 
810 Vmeyard Street-Dr Joseph W Lam 

Honolulu, Queen's Hospltal 
P 0 Box 614--Dr Ellen Leong 

Kaneohe, Plantatlon Hospital 
Dr C Chmn 

Walmanelo, Plantatlon Hospltal 
Dr C Chrnn 

Walpahu, Plantatlon Hospltal Maternal Health 
Cllnlc 

Dr Nermode & Dr Chandler 
Idaho No center 
ULno~o 9 centers 

One of these centers does m t  10~)h tts address made publw 

Chlctrgo, Chicago Heights Cllnlc 
Dr  ~ u c ~ a  E h e r  - 

Chlcago, Ilhnols Blrth Control League 
203 No Wabash Avenue-Dr Rachelle Yarros 

Chicago, Illlnois Bwth Control League 
1347 No L~ncoln Street-Dr Olga Ginsburp 

Chlcago, House of Soczal Servzce 
734 W 47th Street-Dr Olga Gmshurg 

Chlcago, Mary Crane Nursery-Hull House 
818 G~lpin Place--Dr Lucla E Tower 

Chlcago, Jewish People's Ins t~tu te  
3500 Douglas Blvd -Dr Olga Glnsburg 

Chlcago, Jewlsh Soclal Servlce 
1800 Selden Street 

Evanston, Evanston Medical Center 
746 Cuatcr Avenue-Dr Beatrice Haahins 

lndlana No center 
Iowa 1 center 

Marengo, Osteopathic Cllnlc 
Dr  Margaret M Spence 

Kamaa No center 
Kentucky No center 
Loumana No center 



Mame No cater  
Maryland 1 center 

Baltimore, Bureau of Contraceptive Admce 
1028 North Broadway-Dr Bessle I Moses 

Massachusetb No center 
MlchyCan 7 centers 

Battle Creek 
41 No Washington S t  -Dr Bertha L Selmon 

Detroit, Harper Hospital 
3925 Brush Street-Dr Geo Kamperman 

Detroit, Mothers' Clinic 
1601 Blame A v e n u e D r  Max Wershow 

Detroit, Woman's Hospital 
432 Hancock Avenue East-Dr Palmer Sutton and 

D r  Mary Campbell 

Grand Rapids, Blodgett Memorial Hospltal 
D r  D M Morrlll 

Grand Rapids, C ~ t y  Health Department 
C ~ t y  Hall-Dr J F F a h g  

Royal Oak, Maternal Health Clinic 
111 So Troy Street-Dr Palmer E Sutton 

Murnesota 2 centers 
One of these centers does not wuh rts address made publrc 

Mlnneapolis, Minnesota Birth Control League 
223 Walker Bldg-Dr Eleanor H ~ l l  

Maalsa~pp~ No center 
Mlsaour~ 2 centers 

One of these centers does not wwh tts address made publw 
S t  Louis, Maternal Health Center 

396A North Euclld Avenue 

Montana No center 
Nebraska 1 center 

Omaha, University of Nebraska 
42nd S t  & Dewey A v e n u e D r  J Kay Keegan 

Nevada No center 
New HampAue No center 
New Jersey 3 centers 

One of these centers does not m h  rts addreus made pubkc 

East  Orange, Health Department 
No Arlington Ave & New St -Dr Dorothy Lottrldge & 

D r  Ruth B Thomas 
Newark, Maternal Health Center 

868 Broad Street-Dr Hannah M Stone 

New Mexlco No center 
New Yo& 24 centers 

3 of thew centera do not rmrh thew addresrer mads public 

Brooklyn, Long Island Mehcal College Hospital 
Amity and Pacltlc Streets 

Brooklyn, Methodist Episcopal Hospltal 
7th Street & 7th Avenue 

New York, Berwind Maternity Clmic 
127 E lO3rd Street-Dr I ra  J Hdl  

New York, Birth Control Clinieal Research Bureau 
17 W 16th Street-Dr Hannah M Stone 

New York, German Polycliru~ Hospital 
137 Second Avewe 

New York, Harlem Branch, Birth Control Clinical 
Research Bureau 

2552 Seventh Avenue--Dr Hannah M Stone 

New York, N Y Infirmary for Women & Children 
32 E 15th Street-Dr Ceha Ekelson 

New York, Lenox Hill Hospital Dispensary 
Park Avenue & 76th Street-Dr Errc M Matsner 

New York, Med~cal Center 
Broadway & 167th Street-Dr V G Damon 

New York, N Y Nursery & Child's Hospital 
161 W 61st Street-Dr C E Heston 

New York, Sydenham Hospital 
Manhattan Ave & 123rd Street-Dr Anna Splegelman 

New York, Union Health Center 
131 E 17th Street-Dr Benzlon Llber 

New York, Woman's Hospital in State of N Y 
141 W 109th Street 

Sponsored by the New York Caty Commrttee 
of the Ameracan B ~ r t h  Control League 

Brooklyn, United Jewish Aid Societies 
1095 MJ rtle Avenue--Dr Lena Levme 

New York, Bronx House 
1637 Washmgton Avenue-Dr Anna Samuelson 

New York, Christ Church House 
344 W 36th Street-Dr Helen M~ller 

New York, Council House 
1133 Forest Avenue--Dr Naom~ Yarmol~nsky 

New York, Madison House Society 
226 Madlson Street-Dr Ellzabeth P~ssoort 

New York, Maternal Aid Association 
239 E Broadway-Dr Rose C Boyer 

New York, Union Settlement 
237 E 104th Street-Dr Anna Splegelman 

Port  Chester 
367 No Maln Street-Dr Cherl Appell 

North Carolma 1 center 
Ashevllle, Refer to Mrs Ellsworth Lyman 

Cedarcllff R d ,  Blltrnore Forest-Dr Loulse Ingersoll 

North Dakota No center 
Ohio 8 centers 

One of these centers doer not mah rts addresa made pubhc 

Cincinnatt, Christ Hospital 
2125 Auburn A v e n u e D r  Ellzabeth Campbell 

Cincinnati, Committee on Maternal Health 
Chddren's Hosp~tal, Eeland Ave , Avondale 

Dr Grace M Boswell 

Cleveland, The University Hospitals 
2065 Adelbert Road-Dr Marion Douglass 

Cleveland, Maternal Health Center 
1021 Prospect Avenue-Dr Ruth Roblshaw 

Cleveland, Mt Sinai Hospital 
1800 E 106th Street-Dr Moses Garber 

Columbus, Mothers' Health Clinic 
145 E State Street 

Delaware 
151 Oak H ~ l l  Avenue--Dr Chrlstme K Sears 

Okkihoma No center 



Oregon No center 
Pennsylvama 11 centers 

Bethlehem, Maternal Health Center 
26 E 3rd Street-Dr Carl Games 

Chester, Delaware County Bir th  Control 
319 E Broad Street-Dr M Lamblchi 

Easton, Maternal Health Committee 
Old Y W C A Bldg , 131 So 4th St -Dr Carl Games 

Lancaster, Maternal Health Committee 
Dr Wllhemlna Scott 

P h ~ l a d e l ~ h l a ,  Central City Branch 
1402 Spruce Street-Dr Sophla Nabut 

Ph~ladelphia,  Kensington Clinic 
3114 Frankford Avenue-Dr Esther F Cohen 

Phdadelphia, Maternal Health Center 
6800 Market Street-Dr Lovett Dewees 

Ph~ladelphia,  Reed Street Settlement 
714 Reed Street-Dr Katherlne Johnson 

Pittsburgh, Allegheny Co Bir th  Control League 
804 Wabash Bldg-Dr Amelia M Caprlnl 

Reading, Berks County Birth Control League 
Homeopathrc Hospital-Dr Margaret Hassler 

Wllkes Barre,  
70 S Franklln Street-Dr Samuel Buckman 

Porto h c o  1 center 
Santurce, Maternal Aealth Center 

No 0 Ernesto Cerra Street-Dr Itwnon 1 atandero 

Rhode Island 1 center 
Providence, Rhode Island Bir th  Control League 

163 No Mam Street-Dr Robert Whltmarsh 
South Carolma No center 
South Dakota No center 
Tennessee 1 center 

Nashville, Tennessee Bir th  Control Bureau 
2204-21st Avenue South 

Texas No center 
Utah No center 
Vermont No center 
Vvgtma 3 centers 

One of these centers does not msh tts addresr made publlc 

Roanoke, 
Refer to Mrs Davld Perslnger-Box 635 

Richmond, Medical College of Virglnia 
Hospital Dlv~slon-Dr H H Ware 

Washington No center 
West Vaginla No center 
W~scons~n 2 centers 

One of these centers does not wish tts address made public 

L a  Crosse, Osteopathic Cl in~c  
Lmker Bulldlng-Dr Lllllan B Tracey 

Sznce some of these centers restnct admzsszon, 
.furthm cnfamatzon should be obtazmd from the 
Amemcam Bzrth Control League, or from the c m  
ter, before applyzng for admce 

Clinical Service in Germany 
By E M I L Y  B H M U D D  

I N THE United States we have grown from one 
cl in~c In 1923-the Blrth Control Clinlcal Re- 

search Bureau of New York-to the present hs t  
(~ncreasing monthly) of 120  func t~omng centers 
f o r  contraceptive a d v ~ c e  I n  a d d h o n ,  hundreds of 
private physicians a re  caring fo r  patients in their 
oun offices The marriage advlce bureaus glve evl- 
dence of similar growth 

W h a t  is the s ~ t u a t i o n  in other conntrles? I n  
France, where the popula t~on  has been statlonary 
for  many years, where the fear  of f o r e ~ g n  Invasion 
is cvcr present, and where nat~onahsm 1s deleloped 
t o  an extreme, a reactlonary measure u as railroad- 
cd through the legislature In 1920, makmg the 
glvlng of contraceptive information a grave of- 
fence w ~ t h  heavy punishment by fine and imprison- 

ment I n  I ta ly ,  strongly nationalistic, comm~tted 
t o  a policy of expansion, w ~ t h  powerful influence 
from the Roman Church, blrth control IS not only 
prohlblted but prlzes are  offered by the govern- 
ment t o  the parents of the largest famllies T h e  
s i t u a t ~ o n  in Russla has been excellently covered 
by D r  Hannah Stone in a n  article In the November 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW I n  Denmark there 1s one 
large actwe clinic, run and financed by a private 
phys~cian,  and propaganda t o  l~beralize the laws 
in regard t o  birth control and abortlon I n  Sweden, 
I am told, there a re  no public clinics as  knowledge 
of good contraceptive methods through govcrn- 
ment and medical channels seems t o  be so general a s  
t o  make clinlcs unnecimary Germany, wlth ~ t s  
p o l ~ c y  of expansion frustrated by the war, and in 
spite of ~ t s  pol~t ical  upheavals of the last  few years, 
has  been a leader In g rapphng  with these problems 

M y  knowledge of German clinics IS based on 
visits t o  c h n ~ c s  in different p a r t s  of the  country, 
lnterv~ews with some "key" ~ n d ~ v l d u a l s  and infor- 
m a t ~ o n  plcked u p  through reports and general 
impressions T h ~ s  article 1s by no means a n  a t -  
tempt a t  a deta~led o r  sc~en t~f ic  report  of the work 
bemg done in Germany Dr Marie Kopp IS a t  
present making such a detailed study of M a r n a g e  
Adv~ce  C h n ~ c s  under the Oberland Foundation 

B ~ r t h  Control and M a r n a g e  Advice Clrnics In 
Germany are  sometimes completely separate bu- 
reaus, sometimes cooperatme and sometimes one 
unit They a re  sponsored and financed by the s t a t e  
and c ~ t y  Boards of Health, women's organizations, 

- 

political orgamzations, religious groups, p r ~ v a t e  



groups and even in certain cities by the large and 
powerful Krankenkassen, which a re  similar t o  the 
Enghsh health insurance organ~zat ions  Sickness 
insurance is obligatory fo r  anyone belongmg t o  
trades belou certain Income levels in Germany, 
therefore the g n i n g  of contraceptive information 
as  a routme procedure by such groups has excellent 
cugenic p o s s ~ b ~ l i t ~ e s  

Chents commg to  these bureaus fall, m general, 
into three groups the young unmarried-for prob- 
lems of famlly adjustment, parent-chdd relation- 
ships, specific information in regard t o  sex hy- 
glene or  perversions and qucstlons relating t o  
venereal disease, those contemplatmg marriage 
for  any of the former questions and specific in- 
formatlon in regard t o  the choice of a mate and 
hyg~ene  of marriage, includmg choice of occupa- 
tions, budgeting, and birth control,  the third 
group, already marr~ed-for perhaps any of the 
reasons already listed and, in add~t ion,  help In 
problems of divorce Divorce sought by a woman 
in Germany is made very difficult economically, 
because all of a woman's dowry and proper ty  be- 
longs after marriage legally to  her husband and 1s 
forfeited in case of divorce Thus  young women 
arc  adv~sed t o  have a legal document drawn u p  
before o r  a f te r  marriage g m n g  them the right t o  
their own proper ty  in case of d~vorce  

A MODEL CLINIC 

In regard t o  these progresswe a c t ~ v h e s  Berlin 
IS t o  Germany what California is t o  the States  I 
went south through western Germany from Co- 
l o p e ,  under the shadow of the great  C a t h o l ~ c  
Cathedral and in the midst of the mdustrial sec- 
tion where economic depression has  been contmu- 
ous fo r  years, where poverty glared a t  you from 
the faces of miserable parents and many children, 
where prostitution stalked the streets by day  and 
night, and where there was no such thing as  a 
b ~ r t h  control chnic under any auspices, t o  demo- 
cratic Frankfur t  am Main where the heritage of 
social progressiveness has  been handed down from 
the Middle Ages, and where the large proportion 
of intelligent and successful Jews mimmizes the 
power of reactlonary groups There  I saw the most 
poised and adequate handling of the question of 
Marriage Advlce, Bir th  Control, and  A b o r t ~ o n  
wh~ch  it has been my pr~vllege t o  find o r  hear  of, 
outside of Russia 

A day in such a clinic, supported entlrely by the 
c ~ t y ,  the Krankenkassen and other ~ u b l i c  funds, 

made me realize the largeness of conception and 
execution which obtain there A woman doctor, a 
woman social worker, two wooden desks, chairs, 
and a n  otherwise bare shabby room on the second 
floor of a n  old building In the congested section of 
the city A poor woman enters, a careful history IS 

taken b r ~ n g i n g  forth facts typical of our clinic - - 

patients in t h ~ s  country 111 health, number of 
children, no work, etc She is ~mmediatcly referred 
to  a local physician for  treatment All patients a r e  
referred fo r  treatment to  other phys~cians  I n  thls 
manner no jealousy has been aroused in the medi- 
cal profess~on and all but a few doctors In Frank-  
f u r t  have been educated In scientific methods of 
contraception in order t o  be on the approved hs t  
of the clinlc fo r  receivmg patients T h e  Kranhen- 
hassen o r  the city Board of Health pays  the fee 
when the patient belongs t o  them and cannot p a y  
herself Next a young woman, presumably a n  un- 
inarrled student is glven a card t o  a physician On 
questioning the doctor In charge In regard t o  her 
pollcy of taking unmarr~ed  patients, her answer 
was, "Illeg~timate chddren help no one D o  you 
think if I tell her she must s top  gomg with her boy 
friend she will s top? N o  indeed If she is already 
In this situation she must have knowledge of ven- 
ereal disease and adequate protection " 

The  next patient, a gaun t  hopeless looking 
woman, obviously pregnant M y  hear t  sank for  I 
knew in t h ~ s  country what would happen t o  her in 
splte of her husband in the insane asylum, her 
two feeble-minded children and one epileptic child, 
her own deep melancholy wh~ch  had led t o  a n  a t -  
tempted sumde  We would express sympathy, per- 
haps horror, tell her t o  be sure t o  return af ter  the 
birth of her child, e x p l a ~ n  t h a t  we could do nothing 
nfter life has  begun, and firmly close the door 
behind her, carefully shutting our  eyes to  the only 
alternrttive fo r  a desperate woman, self-inflicted 
abortion o r  an illegal abortionist, e ~ t h e r  liable t o  
lead t o  infection and perhaps death B u t  in Frank-  
furt ,  where the laws in regard t o  abortion a re  the 
same a s  In Pennsylvania, the assent of three o r  
even two physicians makmg the operation legal, 
after her history was learned she was sent w ~ t h  a 
card t o  a good hospital where an abortion with 
stenlization could be performed under the best con- 
d i t ~ o n s  or, if sterihzation was not  thought neces- 
sary, b ~ r t h  control methods gwen her before she 
returned home All p a r t  of the day's routine This  
session was followed by a two-hour sesslon f o r  
M a r r ~ a g e  Advice clients 



Book Reviews 
T H E  SCIENTIFIC BASIS O F  EVOLUTION, 

by Thomas Hunt  Morgan W W Norton and 
Co,  New York 1932 $3 50 

BOOK by D r  Morgan is always a notable A event Standing as  he does a t  the head of 
l ~ v ~ n g  experimental b ~ o l o ~ ~ s t s ,  with a bnlhant rec- 
ord as  an ~nvestigator, teacher, and organizer of 
research, h ~ s  opinlons on the exper~mental aspects 
of genetics and of evolut~on are concise and au- 
thori tat~ve 

In  T k  Scwntzfk Basts of Evohtzon the first 
three chapters deal w ~ t h  the fundamental biologi- 
cal principles wh~ch prov~de the f a b r ~ c  on which 
evolut~on rests Naturally the emphas~s 1s on the 
physical b a s ~ s  of hered~ty and the ~mportance of 
the chromosomes and of the elements of which they 
appear to  be composed-the genes 

Chapters four to  nine, inclus~ve, are more gen- 
eral In nature Variabihty and artificial select~on 
are first d~scussed The complete ~ n a b ~ l i t y  of selec- 
t ~ o n  to create v a n a t ~ o n  de novo or  to do more than 
sort out ex~sting genetic combmat~ons 1s brought 
out Adaptahon and natural selection form the sub- 
ject matter of chapter five The fact that  natural 
select~on is largely negatwe in that it eliminates 
unfit forms rather than perfect~ng the more detail- 
ed phases of fitness, is emphas~zed Adaptation 
then becomes rather an Incidental bl-product of 
natural select~on 

A chapter on mutation follows Here the ground 
becomes firmer agaln as the amount of exper~mental 
data increases The frequency of mutation-tht 
creat~ve phase of vanat~on-and the s t ab~h ty  of 
genes are d~scussed 

Next comes a cons~derat~on of sexual select~on 
and hormones Darw~n's theory of sexual select~on 
is critically exammed and, quite properly, found 
wantmg The role of sex hormones in determinmg 
the development of secondary sex characters is de- 
scr~bed The chapter IS one of the most interesting 

- 

and best orgaluzcd 
The  following two chapters present critical e n -  

dence wh~ch to  a large degree successfully show 
the inadequacy and erroneous premlses of two old 
theones of evolutionary relationsh~p The Re- 
cap~tulation Theory, wh~ch held tha t  the embry- 
onlc development of the indiv~dual repeated In its 
course the history of the development of the race, 

and the Theory of the Acquired Characteristics 
longingly sighed after by many educators and so- 
c ~ o l o ~ i s t s  but utterly unsupported by b~ologcal  
ev~dence 

In  the last three chapters D r  Morgan goes 
further into the realm of philosophical d~scussion 
than 1s his wont "The Soc~al  Evolut~on of Man," 
"Evolution as a Response to  'The order of Na  
ture'," and "Mechan~stic and Metaphys~cal Inter- 
pretat~ons of Biology and of Evolut~on" are the 
topics considered 

As m ~ g h t  be expected from h ~ s  past pubhshed 
opmons on eugenics and on sociolog~cal matters 
D r  Morgan's attitude is d~screet and conservative 
It 1s also eminently f a ~ r  t o  all sides of any problem 
discussed I t  has the impersonal and jud~cial qual- 
 ties of the exper~mentahst It carnes into the 
realm of what must be t o  some extent conjecture a 
certam seriousness of approach which may not 
especially appeal to  those who have had more con- 
tact than he with the applied phases of soc~ology 
Such a conclus~on as "Before we d e t e n n e  how 
far  to  make use of the methods that  genetics has 
placed In our hands in regulating the characteris- 
tics of the human race, it would be necessary t o  
determme first what standard to  adopt-whether, 
for example, to  work toward a homogeneous, aver- 
age, mediocre, stable group, o r  whether to work 
for as great a variety of types as poss~ble" will 
appear t o  many eugen~sts and sociolog~sts as being 
altogether too literal-m~nded P rac t~ca l  considera- 
t~ons, ~mmemate needs and the obvious imposs~bil~ty 
of omniscience t o  plan for  the remote future make 
the estabhshment of a long-t~me standard as urged 
by Morgan too "expenmental" and "ideahst~c" in 
~ t s  concept~on, too unconscious of the time factor 
which, in human expenence, has always prevented 
any one generation from pledgng the succeeding 
ones t o  a continuance of its program of reform 

The obv~ous practicahty of preventing insane, 
feeble-minded and habitual criminals from breed- 
ing is sufficient to  occupy the present generation in 
the elementary but essential pursuit of preventmg 
actual soc~al  degenerat~on The  judmal  and con- 
servat~ve approach t o  the social applicat~on of b ~ o -  
logcal pnnc~ples is again shown in the closing 
paragraph of the tenth chapter 

It is conce~vable that  when man undertakes to  
direct the evolut~on of h ~ s  race he may blunder 



badly I t  mlght even be asked why he should 
meddle, since nature unassisted has brought 
about the soc~al  evolution of man Why not t rust  
natural processes to  do all that  1s posslble under 
the circumstances? Thls may or  may not be good 
advlcc But let ~t not be forgotten that  man by 
his ]deals as well as by hls blundenng and selfish 
lack of consideration, 1s now determlnmg h ~ s  
future by actlve Interference for good or  evll 
with the course of nature He may not be able 
to map out hls future, but he has shown a t  tlmes 
an astonlshlng power to Interfere with what 1s 
taking place 

In the chapter on "Evolut~on and the Order of 
Nature" the phdosoph~cal poshon of Bergson, 
Henderson, and Lloyd Morgan 1s considered The 
metaphyslcal aspect of their approach is cnticlzed 
and the conclusion reached that 

Modern blology rests ~ t s  case on the as- 
sumptlon, sometimes amountmg to  a convlctlon 
as the result of wlde experience, that  the prop- 
er t~es  of hvlng thmgs are the outcome of them 
chcmlcal and physlcal composltlon and config- 
uratlon Thls 1s not the same as saylng that  all 
the properties of llvlng thlngs can be explained 
by the known laws of chemistry and physlcs, 
for the kmds of reactlons that  take place In hv- 
lng matter are as much dependent on the kind 
of system lnvolved as are the reactlons of non- 
living matter m different systems 

T o  the renewer thls paragraph seems t o  be an 
example of the extremely lnterestlng phenomenon 
that  a man's God 1s often-lf not always-a re- 
flectlon of h ~ s  own personahty An out and out ex- 
perlmentallst cannot admit a metaphyslcal delty, 
on the other hand, he must preserve for hls par- 
tlcular field of science some claim to  a vltal relatlon- 
ship wlth ultimate truth In  both these matters 
D r  Morgan has been falthful 

The final chapter of the book 1s an lntcrestlng 
discussion of the hmltatlons of science and of meta- 
phys~cs Out of a critlque of the vlcws of J B S 
Haldane, Eddlngton, Smuts, Whitehead and others 
comes the conclusion-more by nnplication than by 
acknowledged confession-that mctnphyslcs can- 
not explaln expenmental b~ology nor can mechan- 
Ism explaln the lntangrble truths of the s p n t  Be- 
cause D r  Morgan 1s so honest a scientist and has 
spent so much of hls hfe In close appllcatlon to a 
ventable gold-mlne of fasclnatang matenal he feels 
that  "a frame of mmd" results from trylng 
to  mclude blology and metaphysics under the same 
roof It has always seemed to the reviewer that  no 

puzzlement nor confusion need result If it be ad- 
mitted that  lower forms of life e x p m m e  but 
never understand hlgher forms, and $ ~t be ad- 
mltted that the spmtual  1s "hlgher" than the 
natural then ~t may be agreed that  man's mtellect, 
so obviously b~ologrcal, may experience the spirit- 
ual but can never grasp, contaln, understand, o r  
explaln ~t Efforts t o  do the ~rnposslble may be m- 
terestmg, a t  times even touched by a transitory 
hght of genus, but they will never be conv~nclng or  
successful C C LITTLE 

HUMAN HEREDITY,  by Erwm Baur, Eugen 
Flscher and Frltz Lenz Translated from the 
German by Eden and Cedar Paul Mocmdlarr, 
New Ywk 1931 $800 

HE fact that  thls IS the best work on the sub- T ject of human heredity which has yet appeared 
emphasizes only the more strongly the need for 
more extenswe and lntenslve research and for  more 
scientific methods of reasoning In thls vitally 1m- 
portant field 

The book bepns wlth an exposition of the gen- 
eral prlnclpies of heredity by Professor Erwm 
Baur, the leadmg genctlcist of Europe engaged m 
actlve work a t  the present tlme Despltc the points 
of d~sa~reement  noted below, we would commend 
this sectlon of the book hlghly, along wlth every- 
thmg else that  has Issued from Baur's pen We 
must, however, take exception t o  Baur's acceptance 
of the unproved conjecture that  pa r t  of the In- 
herltance In man and anlmals 1s probably non- 
Mendellan, and st111 more do we object to the 
claims, unsupported by cntlcal work, that  alcohol 
and other chemlcal Influences have already been 
shown to  cause l n ~ u n o u s  mutatlons m the here&- 
ta ry  matenal, and that  both lnbreedlng and cross- 
breedmg may also cause such mutatlons These 
oplnions regardmg mutatlons, mentloned more or  
less casually by Baur, are later consxderably elab- 
orated and emphasized by Lenz, who gives an Im- 
prcsslve llst of substances-alcohol, mcotme, lead, 
lodme, mercury, etc -which he dlgnlfies with the 
formtdable appelat~on, "idlokmet~c ~nfluences " It 
must be repeated (and the great majonty of Amer- 
man genetmsts wdl agree wlth me In thls) tha t  
there 1s no sound evldence for the behef that  any 
of these substances cause hentable changes The 
most thorough expenments-those of Hanson and 
Heys on the genetlc effects of alcohol on rats, and 
of Colin, workmg under Wnght, on the genetlc ef- 



fects of lead on guinea p~gs-have e v e n  entirely 
negative results The  c l a ~ m  t h a t  such agents prob- 
ably injure the germ plasm 1s likely t o  result In 
unwarranted fears and  misapplied birth control on 
the p a r t  of the many who have been exposed t o  the 
various chem~cal influences mentloned 

More specifically valuable fo r  the student of hu- 
man  heredity a re  Lenz's excellent sectlon on "Meth- 
odology," and the two hundred and fo r ty  page 
chapter In w h ~ c h  he performs the important ser- 
vice of ga thenng  together a great  store of da ta  
relative to  the lnher~tance of various human de- 
fects It is not hls faul t  t h a t  the d a t a  a re  very 
unequal In trustworthmess and g e n e t ~ c  significance, 
bu t  the c r ~ t l c a l  gcnetmst,  readlng these pages, will 
realize more than ever what a stupendous task st111 
confronts the investigator in this field - 

Only by u t i l ~ z ~ n g  a n  army of genet~cally tralned 
p h y s ~ c ~ a n s  and  p s y c h o l o ~ s t s  (something as  yet 
non-ex~stent in this country),  and by havlng, a t  the 
same time, the actwe cooperat~on of varlous pub- 
lic ins t i tu t~ons (such a s  hospitals, schools, orphan- 
ages, etc ) on a large scale, as Levit has begun t o  
d o  In Russia, can we mahe important progress In 
thls study This  IS (1) because indiv~dual human 
fam~lies are  so small t h a t  we have t o  compensate 
b y  studying numerous fam~lles, and extenslve pedi- 
grees, (2) because so many different genes cause 
superficially s ~ m ~ l a r  characteristics t h a t  expert 
physlcal o r  psycholog~cal dlagnos~s and refined 
g e n e t ~ c  analysis, working hand In hand, become 
essent~al, and (3) because the effects of envlron- 
mental and of hereditary agents overlap so much, 
and are  commonly so alike, t h a t  very special and 
cumbersome methods are  often requ~red  t o  dif- 
f e ren t~a te  between them, when this can be done a t  
all The  more unusual the characterist~c, the less 
applicable do these objections become, and the 
more conv~ncingly does the mode of recurrence of 
the t ra l t  In a f a m ~ l y  lndlcate the t rue course of ~ t s  
heredity Hence much of Lenz's materlal deals with 
ra re  abnoimalities, and here he 1s on h ~ s  safest 
ground Unfortunately, such t ra i ts  are  usually the 
least important for  humanlty in general 

It is rcgrettable t h a t  the remainder of the book 
is not on the same level of sc~cntific accuracy as  
thc p o r t ~ o n s  noted above As they s t ray  further 
and further from the fields In whlch rigorous gen- 

e t i c  ~nves t iga t~ons  have been conducted, and venture 
into psychology, anthropology, hlstory and sociol- 
ogy,  Fischer and Lenz rapldly become less and less 

sc~entific, and we soon find them actlng as  mouth- 
pieces fo r  the crassest klnd of popular prejudice 
Throwing overboard them prev~ously admitted 
principle t h a t  envlronment as  well a s  he red~ty  IS of 
Immense importance in the development of human 
characte~ls t ics ,  particularly those of a mental 
nature, they read~ly  accept all the superfic~ally ap-  
parent  differences between human groups as  in- 
d ~ c a t ~ v e  of correspondlng genetlc d ~ s t ~ n c t i o n s  
Intell~gence quot~ents ,  wh~ch  are  not  known t o  be 
strongly influenced by t r a ~ n ~ n g ,  serve as  thelr 
courts of highest appeal I n  addltlon, they twlst 
the records of h ~ s t o r y  and anthropology so a s  t o  
favor  the preconceptions born of thelr own egotlsm 

Some quotations from Lenz may be approprla te  
here 

"Great women" endowed w ~ t h  "greatness" in 1 
the sense of ou t s tand~ng  creativ; faculty a re  
practically unknown A person whose mental 
hereditary equ~pment  1s a good one can be recog- 
nized wlth g rea t  probabi l~ty when h ~ s  forehead, 
his nose, e t c ,  are  of a p a r t ~ c u l a r  shape 
Criminals very often exhib~t  characters which 
remind us of Neandertal man o r  of other priml- 
tlve races Average specimens of the Mongo- 
l o ~ d  races greatly excel the average Negro in 
mental equ~pment  [But] brllhant thinkers, 
~nventors,  and invest~gators-men of genius as  
u e  know genlus in Europe-can hardly be s a ~ d  
t o  have existed among the Mongols It 1s In- 
d~sputab le  t h a t  the populat~on of southern Eu-  
rope is less well equlpped mentally than t h a t  of 
northern Europe, and the popula t~on  of east- 
ern Europe than tha t  of western Europe 
both by temperament and character, and also 
in respect of r a t ~ o n a l  endowment, the Mediter- 
ranean occupies a n  intermcdlateposit~on between 
the Nordic and the Negro The  near Eastern 
race has  been selected to  excel, not so much In 
the control and explo~tat ion of nature, as In the 
control and the exploitation of man On the 
whole it is ind~sputable tha t  In the domain 
of mental llfe, too, they [the Jews] are  more 
prominent as  intermediaries and interpreters 
than in the p r m a r y  work of production I 
do not think ~t mould be an exaggerat~on t o  say 
tha t  In respect of mental g ~ f t s  the Nordic race 
marches in the van of mankmd 

W h a t  a curlous co~ncidence, t h a t  Lenz and Fisch- 
c r  should both be N o ~ d i c s '  F~scher ,  f o r  his illus- 
t r a t ~ o n s  of r a c ~ a l  types, chooses in the  maln pre- 
possessmg lookrng N o r d m  and disreputable speci- 
mens of other races H e  writes of races In exactly 
the same vein as Lcn7, and asserts t h a t  raclal dlf- 



ferences In mental endowment "are among the most 
influential [factors] in determlnlng the course of 
a nation's hlstory " According t o  these authors, 
nearly all the great  advances of manklnd, whether 
among Greeks, Romans, o r  even Hlndus, were due 
t o  Nordic blood (though recent findlngs show t h a t  
Hlndu c~vl l lzat~on long antedated the tune of the 
Aryan conquest, and lt 1s obvious tha t  In Europe 
clvihzation In general advanced from the South- 
east, In fac t  from southern Asla, towards the 
North and West)  As  t o  the crosslng of human - 
races, lt may sometimes be harmless, especially ~f 
the races are  closely allied, but  "injury t o  the 
constitution may also result from hybnd~zatlon" 
(Fischer), and "the crossing of Teutons and Jews 
is likely, a s  a rule, t o  have a n  unfavorable effect" 
( Lenz ) 

T h e  mere statement of mews llke those quoted 
above should be, f o r  mtelhgent and fairminded 
general readers of the present day, sufficient con- 
demnation of them Suffice lt to  say t h a t  there IS 

not one iota of evldence from genetics f o r  any 
such conclusions, and it IS too bad t o  have them 
Issued wlth the apparent  stamp of genetic au- 
t h o n t y  They form jus t  the sor t  of ground whlch 

- 

reactlonanes desire, on which t o  ralse a pseudo- 
scientific edifice for  the defense of their system of 
sex, class and race exploltatlon Indeed, Hitler 1s 
sald t o  have studled the Baur-Flscher-Lenz book 
very senously, and t o  have been won over t o  it, 
whlle Lenz has recently written a n  artlcle favormg 
Hltlensm 

Captivated by the above fallacies, Flscher and 
Lenz lose slght of what are  really the most Im- 
por tan t  pwslbilitles opened u p  by the study of 
human heredlty Hence, Len7 settles down Into the 
position tha t  "degeneration is the central problem 
of racial hygiene, and the prevention and the over- 
coming of degeneratlon a re  i ts  main objects " The  
prevention of degeneration IS laudable e n o ~ g h  In 
itself, but how weak-kneed, negative, and unin- 
spiring as the major  Ideal fo r  eugenics' W h a t  a 
concession t o  the champions of mediocrity and the 
statzls quo Quite in h e  with this is h ~ s  fallacious 
contention, which has  so often been dlsproted, t h a t  
the geniuses of the past  have been in large measure 
of psychopathic heredlty and t h a t  "a population 
consisting exclusively of geniuses would certainly 
be httle fitted to suivive " No doubt the geniuses 
gometimes make ~t uncomfortable for  the Hltlers 
But  in tha t  dim-tion hes b ~ o l o g ~ c a l  progress 

H J MULLER 
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News Notes 
B I R T H  CONTROL LEAGUE O F  B I R T H  CONTROL LEAGUE O F  MICHIGAN 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Actzmtles and Program 

1 Educational Work 
A T o  develop and organlze on sound eugenlc 

and medlcal principles Interest In birth con- 
trol 
a By meetlngs, mtervlews wlth various 

groups, as doctors, lawmakers, women, 
etc 

b By publlclty, by pnnted artlcles on b ~ r t h  
control and by circulation of literature 

B T o  contmue the educatlonal results of the 
Doctors' Bdl 
a By contacts wlth senators, representa- 

tlves and officials 
b By teachlng blrth control as a llvlng IS- 

sue t o  be studled In Women's Clubs 
2 Med~cal ard by Pnvate Offices 

A Enlarge our list of doctors g v m g  mforma- 
tlon 

B Inform soclal agencles throughout the state 
C Help women to  get treatment by 

a Verbal mformatlon 
b Money to  pay doctors 

D Further lectures on methods by Dr E n c  M 
Matsner 

E Co-operate wlth prenatal work 
3 When possible t o  do so, t o  estabhsh centres 

where contraceptive ald can be gwen 
4 Organlzat~on 

A Increase membership 
B Develop local commlttees 

5 Legal 
T o  get better lnterpretatlon of statutes stress- 
mg the fundamental and inahenable nghts  of 
the famlly to  b ~ r t h  control lnformatlon 

6 The Secretary travels the length and breadth 
of the state calling upon doctors to  ascertam 
them vlews on birth control, addressing women's 
clubs, meetlngs of farmers' wlves, talklng wlth 
soclal workers and others In close touch mth  
people's hves Already we have the backing of 
a large portlon of the medical profession, of 
the Federation of Churches, of educators, phd- 
anthroplsts, and countless parents, who recog- 
nlze b ~ r t h  control as  fundamental to  the welfare 
of the community 

The different commlttees of the League have 
been actively engaged In educatlonal work Talks 
were glven before the Auxdrary to  the Oakland 
County Medlcal Soclety, the Home Relations Club 
of the Detroit Y W C A ,  the Pubhc Health Nurses 
of Jackson, the Board of the Sagmaw General 
Hospltal, and before women's clubs, church and 
other groups In Battle Creek, Jackson, Lansing, 
Grand Raplds, Cllnton and Ann Arbor MISS Elsle 
Wulkop, Mrs Morton Keeney, Mrs Dorothy 
Parker, Mrs Robert Breakley and MISS Mackenzle 
spoke at these meetlngs 

Detrolt has organized a committee, wlth Mrs 
James McEvoy as ~ t s  chairman, for  the purpose 
of rarsing funds for  the clrnlc a t  Harper  Hosp~ta l  
Thls coimlttee also hopes to raise $500 per month 
t o  meet ~ t s  quota for  the budget of the state league 
and other clinical work In the clty At  the present 
tlme all the cllnlcs except Harper  Hospltal carry 
their own budgets 

N E W  J E R S E Y  B I R T H  CONTROL LEAGUE 

A Round Table Conference on Problem of 
Adult Sex Edzlcatwn and Famdy Lwnatatwn was 
held a t  the New Jersey Conference of Soclal Work 
In Trenton on December first, under the auspices 
of the New Jersey Birth Control League M r  H 
C Lune, dlrector of the Bureau of Jewlsh Soclal 
Sertlce, lead the dlscusslon and MISS Henrlette 
H a r t  acted as chairplan The general feeling was 
In favor of expandmg present chnlcal servlce t o  In- 
clude mantal adv~ce H e l ~  In mantal  adwstment " 
as well as sex lnstmctlon for engaged couples has 
been found necessary MISS H a r t  reported tha t  
about 20 per cent of patlents a t  the Maternal 
Health Center needed psychlatrlc help as well as  
physlcal care 

N E W  YORK S T A T E  
B I R T H  CONTROL FEDERATION 

Tentatme Plan for Organtaatton 
COUNTY 

County Comt t t ee s  
T o  organlze blrth control centers and t o  ralse 
funds for  thls purpose through county member- 
s h ~ p  and county contributions 
Flfteen (15%) per cent of recelpts (except chn- 



ic fees) t o  be pven annually to New Yo& State 
Federatlon 

STATE BOABD 
Associations may be formed to include one or 
more counties 
Board to be made up of representatlves from 
county Blrth Control Committees 
State Federation to receive membership dues 
only from unorganized counties 
State Board to  gwe fifteen (15%) per cent of 
~ t s  total recelpts to the Natlonal 

NATIONAL 
President of State Federatlon to be member of 
Board of Amer~can Birth Control League 
Each county to  elect one or more delegates ac- 
cording to the  membership to  a t tend the An- 
nual Meeting Each delegate to have full votlng 
power 

ONONDAGA COUNTY BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 

Following the conference held a t  the Hotel Onon- 
daga, Syracuse, on November 29th, Dr E S 
Van Duyn accepted the Chairmanship for the On- 
ondaga County Birth Control League Dr Van 
Duyn is a prominent Syracuse surgeon and Sur- 
geon-in-Chlef a t  the Unlverslty Hospltal 

The first meetlng of the Onondaga County Blrth 
Control League was held a t  the home of D r  E S 
Van Duyn, 607 James Street, on December 16th 
A t  this meeting a constitution was adopted, and 
an Executive Committee of nine was elected, a 
Board of Directors of twenty-seven, and a Medi- 
cal Advlsory Board of eighteen outstandmg Syra- 
cuse doctors were also elected 

D r  Elting is endeavonng to  have a cllnlc estab- 
lished at the-~lbany ~ o s ~ i t a l ,  and working to  that  
end he has asked D r  Matsner to speak before the 
Board of.Governors of the hospital In January 
H e  will also arrange to have D r  Matsner speak 
to the senior medical class of the Albany Med~cal 
School 

The officers of the Onondaga County Birth Con- 
trol League are as follows chairman, D r  E S 
Van Duyn, 1st vlce-chairman, Mrs Martin H 
Knapp, 2nd vice-chalrman, Mrs Stewart F Ral- 
elgh , secretary, Mrs C H Sanford, Jr ,treasurer, 
Mrs Moses Wlnkelstein , executive committee, D r  
Nathan Sears, Mrs Reuben Jeffrey, Mrs Howard 
Lewis, Mrs 0 H Cobb 

The Medical Advlsory Board members are Drs 
Nathan P Sears, Glen A Wood R D Severance, 

A B Siewers, N R Chambers, T H Halsted, H 
Burton Doust, Albert A Getman, Gordon Hoople, 
E C Reifenstem, George E Glbson, L DeMello, 
A C Sllverman, G B Andrews, G C Goeway, 
R S Farr ,  T F Laurie, George M Retan 

NEW YORK CITY COMMITTEE 
D r  E n c  M Matsner addressed a Parents As- 

sociation meeting at Pubhc School 55  on Contra- 
ceptron and sts ContnbzLtson to Human Progresa, 
on December 20th It is noteworthy that  there 
was no protest agalnst the meetlng bemg held in 
a publlc school auditonum 

All the clinics sponsored by the New York City 
Committee report Increased attendance A settle- 
ment house on the lower East side, which refused 
to conslder the Idea of a center two years ago, has 
recently offered to cooperate in estabhshing one 

PENNSYLVANIA BIRTH CONTROL 
FEDERATION 

Flve new contraceptive chnics have been opened 
during the past gear, bnng the total number up 
to  eleven In  addition, several localhes are ready 
to open cllnics as soon as they receive help from 
headquarters 

The officers elected at the annual meetlng, No- 
vember 30th, 1932, are as follows president, Stuart 
Mudd, M D ,vice-presidents, Lovett Dewees,M D , 
James H S Bossard, Mrs Stanley Bnght  , Carl 
E Games, M D , Rev N B Groton, Rabbi W H 
Flneshnber, H R M Landls, M D , J a y  F Scham- 
berg, M D , Joseph Stokes, J r  , M D , Owen J 
Toland, M D , Norris W Vaux, M D and H C 
Westervelt, M D , secretary, Mrs George A Dun- 
ning, treasurer, Samuel Emlen 

The following mot~on, made by Mrs Imogen 
Oakley and seconded by Mrs E Y Hartshorne, 
was passed unanimously 

I move that  it is the sense of thls meetlng that  
we, the members of the Pennsylvanla Blrth Con- 
trol Federatlon, believing as we do in the sterlh- 
zation of the unfit as a very necessary factor In 
soclal betterment, hereby resolve to cooperate in 
every possible way t o  further t h ~ s  important 
eugenlc movement In Pennsylvanla 
It was also moved and unanimously carried 

"That we express to Mrs A C Martin, executive 
&rector, and to  Mrs Eleanor W Keller, office 
secretary, our deep appreciation of their untlrtng 
devotlon to  our Cause, and our gratitude to  them 
for them faithful services m carrylng on the work " 



Birth Control in Tennessee 
By CHRISTINE SADLER 

W ITH the openlng of the Tennessee Blrth 
Control Bureau In Nashvllle, on November 

l s t ,  1932, an encouraging star t  was made toward 
the development of blrth control In the South and 
a new epoch for the movement was inaugurated In 
Tennessee The Bureau, under the direction of Mrs 
Susie D Klrtland, marks the frultion of more than 
a decade of effort Whlle the fight 1s not completely 
won, the seed has been carefully sown and the 
harvest is bepnnlng t o  appear 

I n  the establlshment of the Bureau, Mrs Klrt- 
land obtained the assistance of three of the best 
young physicians In Nashvllle, D r  Albert Sulli- 
van, D r  R S Duke, and D r  Anna M Bowie D r  
Bowie 1s medical dlrector of the George Peabody 
College for Teachers, the largest teachers' college 
In the South D r  Sulllvan and D r  Duke are promi- 
nent practising physicians Mrs Ertland's pa- 
tlents are referred to  these doctors for examina- 
tlons, and return to  her for lnstmctlons She keeps 
detaded records of each case, and maintains con- 
tact  as  long as  necessary 

The Bureau was estabhshed a t  2204-21st Ave, 
South, In one of the best sectlons of Nashvllle 
It 1s In the school center, not f a r  from Vanderbllt 
Univers~ty, but its doors are not closed to  the poor- 
est In the clty Regardless of how extenslve the 
bii th control work may become durlng the next 
tlccndc, Mrs Kirtland declares that  all the cllnlcs 
she establishes wlll be in good parts  of the c ~ t y ,  out 
In the open 

Tha t  the work will grow there is no doubt Wel- 
fare workers, nurses In the clty health depart- 
ment, ministers, attorneys, judges-every type of 
~itizen-have expressed sympathy with the work, 
and many have praised ~t openly 

"It 1s stdl hard to  Induce people In the South 
to  slgn t h e r  names to  anything regarding blrth 
control," Mrs Klrtland explalns "They are for 
~ t ,  practlce ~ t ,  belleve ~t 1s right, but they are still 
hampered by tradition and- lf they are office 
holdels-they face the prospect of being turned 
out of then  jobs for open partlapation in a blrth 
control movement Some of our most loyal frlends 
are in the health departments and the welfare agcn- 
cles, but they fear havlng their names llsted as 
sponmrs " 

But everyone 1s not afraid to  boost the movc- 
ment Almost revolutionary in ~ t s  mportance to 

the work was the statement made recently In Nash- 
vdle a t  the Tennessee Conference on Child Health 
and Protection by D r  Jullus Mark, Rabbl of the 
Vine Street Jewish Temple and an important lead- 
er  In the clty As one of the principal speakers on 
the three-day program, D r  Mark declared he was 
glad to  see the b ~ r t h  control movement starting 
openly in Tennessee He endorsed blrth control, 
pointing out ~ t s  advantages for  the chlld 

One of the first slgns of growth of the Tennessee 
Bureau wdl be the establlshment of a second c lmc 
for the Negroes "It would not be falr for the whlte 
people to  have the Bureau unless we also do some- 
thing for the Negroes," Mrs Kirtland says "They 
are greatly Interested In ~t Some of the leading 
doctors among them are promising t h e ~ r  ald and 
some of the faculty members a t  Flsk University 
ha\e long been outspoken m the matter I hope 
for an  early beglnnmg of the work wlth Negroes " 

Why did Mrs Kirtland-an estabhshed teacher 
of plano-become Interested in blrth control? 
After the blrth of two children withln two years, 
23 and 24 years ago, she began t o  look upon child- 
birth wlth a feeling of great dread She was ener- 
getic enough to  investigate for  her own benefit, 
but a t  that  tlme she had no ~ d e a  of how far  she 
would be drawn Into the movement But after she 
learned enough for  herself, she was not satlsfied 

"I knew there were hundreds of other women 
whose attltude was s~milar  t o  mlne but who dld 
not know how to  protect themselves, and I felt a 
strong desire to  share my knowledge with my sis- 
ters In misery I finally decided to  prepare myself 
for the task by a thorough study of anatomy, dls- 
eases of women, obstetrics, venereal d~seases, etc , 
under the guidance of a competent physician As 
a result I became well grounded In the fundamentals 
of the work " 

Mrs Klrtland says she owes much to  Margaret 
Sanger for literature and for her letters of en- 
couragement, and she is also greatly indebted to  
the late D r  James F Cooper, who gave her valu- 
able encouragement As a final preparation for the 
openlng of the Tennessee Bureau, Mrs Klrtland 
went to New York to study everv phase of the work 
m the Clmcal Research Bureau 

Typical cases trcated a t  the Bureau follow 
Mr8 M Married a t  12  years, September 2, 

1928 Husband 1 7  years of age Baby, st~ll-born, 
June, 1929 Second baby, September, 1930 Twms, 
February, 1932, one born dead Wlfe frall and 
weak All this before she was 16 years of age 



Mrs K Aged 37 years Large  goiter Husband 
46 Neither can read nor write Woodcutters Seven 
llvlng children, 2 dead, 2 miscarriages Oldest child 
17, youngest 1 month Two oldest children had 
had only eleven days of schooling Mother worn 
out phys~cal ly  from childbearing and poverty Very 
nervous Doctor  warned her against pregnancy, 
but "his only advlce was t o  be careful" 

Mrs X Aged 18 years at marriage F ~ r s t  baby 
9 months after marrlage Second, 21 months la ter  
Thlrd, 16 months la ter  Fourth ,  26 months la ter  
After  second birth, had rheumatic fever, which left 
her with chronic heart  trouble Doctors all told 
hcr "lf she ever had another child it would kill her 
but gave no a d ~ i c e  a t  all " 

An attractixe leaflet announcing the openlng of 
the clinic asks f o r  financial support  in a clear and 
tclling way 

IF YOU B E L I E V E  
I n  intelligent direction rather  than haphazard 

chance- 
In prevention ra ther  than  cur+- 
In  common-sense ra ther  than  sentimental theories 
I n  scientific knowledge ra ther  than Ignorance, su- 

perstition and 

T H E N  YOU S H O U L D  
Support  the cause of Blr th  Control in one or  

Imth of the following ways 
1 By your  financial contributions t o  the Birth 

Control movement 
2 B y  actively endorsing and furthering efforts to 

make Birth Control information available t o  all 
who need it 

Letters 
CASE HISTORIES 

T o  THE &ITOR 

I have always wanted t o  make a suggestion t o  
the other chnlcs In this country and I have won- 
dcred whether the REVIEW is the channel through 
which it might come W e  have found t h a t  one of 
the most effective pieces of publ ic~ty we have un- 
dertaken is through the acknowledgement of dona- 
tlons W e  send out letters of thanks fo r  all 
contributions over $5, summarlzing one case and 
assigning additional case numbers according to  
the amount given F o r  example, a $100 p f t  will 
receive the summary of one ease and nlne other 
case numbers, summaries of which are  forwarded 
t o  the donor ~f he deslres T h e  followlng is a sam- 
plc of the letter we send 

I n  the name of the Clti7ens' Commttce on 
Maternal Health, I nlsh to  thank j o u  for  bc- 
coming a member t o  help ca r ry  on the n a r k  of 
the Committee W e  are  applying your  contri- 
bution t o  cases number 1024 and 1026 Case 
1926 is a whltc woman aged 18 who was married 
a t  16 and has  two llving chddren ranging in 
age from two years to  one year Thls  famlly of 
four lives in one room for  which they p a y  $6 50 
a month The  husband has been unemployed fo r  
ten months A check-up of the family history 
shows they have been receivmg assistance from 
the Associated Chanties 

I am sure you will agrec tha t  under present 
economic conditions, families of this type are  In 
crying need of our servlces Thank you f o r  help- 
Ing to  ca r ry  on this important piece of work 

CAROLYN BRYANT, Executwe Secy, 
The Commzttee on Maternal Health 

PRAISE FOR THE FEDERAL COUXCIL 

Your  readers may be interested in reading a lct- 
ter  wh~ch I have sent to  Blshop Francls J Mc- 
Connell, President of the Federal Councd of 
Churches of Chrlst In Amerlca 

"I would hke t o  extend my profound compli- 
ments t o  the  Federal Councll of Churches on thcii 
courage in reiterating their piactical s tand on the 
subject of birth control No greater  boon could 
be conferred on the rank and file of the  membcr- 
ship of churches 

"Can anyone a t  this time contend t h a t  the si7e 
of the famlly is not a n  economic question? Over- 
production is fa ta l  in every sphere of economics 
Children a re  no exception t o  the rule and any hys- 
tencal  contention t o  the contrary ameliorates 
economic difficulties restlng on large families not  
one whit Millions in Europe are  reported t o  have 
leached the age of twenty-five and never been able 
t o  secure employment Great  Brltain has adopted 
the theory t h a t  fo r  many years t o  come unemploy- 
ment wlll be an ever present problem of large 
proportions So it will be here f o r  mechanization 
of industry wdl continue to  displace people W e  
shall continue t o  have a maJor problem in glant 
figures c a n n g  f o r  our  own unemployed, especially 
of ,middle and old age T o  add t o  this burden by 
an uncontrolled birth ra te  is stupid and suicidal t o  
those hving and a cruel ~n jus t i ce  t o  the  unborn " 

ROBERT J CALDWELL 
ATew York  Caty 



Total Rrrmber Of %ther'em Le t t e r s  Received By The Amerlcan Bi r th  Control  lsague And Ylrs Sanger 

F o r  T h e  b R B A B  C E N T R E 8  O f  T h e  U n l t s d  S t a t e s  

A l l  18 
lxiz 24 
Al-k 11 
Cal 261 
C O l  32 
Conn 145 
Del 4 
Dorc 47 
F U  46 
& 31 
Ill  225 
Iora 59 
Ind 145 
Idaho 9 
Ean 52 
&' 76 
La 21 
M s  R 
mea 170 
Kd 40 
Wch 182 
Hm 83 
Misa 1l 
no 75 
Pont 39 
Neb 5 1  
Bev 1 
N E 14  
n J 182 
N M 3 
N Y 710 
N C 34 
N D 2 1  
Ohio 291 
Olrla 36 
Ore 56 
Penn 337 
R I 43 
s C 9 
S D 10  
m 49 
Terns 179 
Utah 22 
Vt 8 

Not 
Well Wed i:' 

Off o r f  I Not we l l  Wed FJ Health E c o n m  Both 
Off ncr P,ival 

IYOAQN Applylug 

Vrban--Cities 25 000 population and over and shoppmg centers for cities of less than 45 000 

REASONS From BOTH 



Rural-Towns that dld not appear In the group of less than area For example a letter from Palisades N Y would be clmed 
15 000 populat~on were lrsted as mral as rural although within 20 miles of New York C~ty The number 

In some cases however the Inqulry might come from a -lied of such letters was not significant however and no attempt was 
rural district wNch was actually withln or dose to a metropolitan made to separate them from the strictly rural group 

J A N U A B Y ,  1 9 3 3  27 

Total Nw.ber O f  "W&hsr*a. L s t t n r  Reedred By The A1~8rlcm Birth Control Lrgue M M m  Sangex 

F o r  T h e  R U R A L  D I S T R I C T S  O f  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

U S  

Ala 
Ariz 
llrk 
Gal 
Conn 
Dal 
Col 
Fla 
Ca 
I l l  
Iowa 
Lnd 
Idaho 
Kan 
KY 
La 
Me 
&as 
Yd 
Idi ch 
Minn 
Miss 
Mo 
Mant 
Beb 
NeY 
N H 
N 3 
N M 
FI Y 
N C 
N D 
Ohio 
Okla 
01-3 
PBnn 
R I 
8 C 
S D 
Tenn 
Texas 
Utah 
Vt 
Va 
Waah 
W Va 
Wis 
Q'm 

bm And WlXm Anpplplng 

TOTAL Sanger L-e 

3,038 1.944 1,094 

32 23 9 
7 3 4 

19 18 1 
109 42 67 
59 3¶ 20 

6 3 3 
1% 8 32  
18 ll 7 
56 21 35 

201 163 38 
101 87 34 
98 75 23 
19 9 10 
43  24 19 

147 45 102 
20 14 6 
27 14 13 
11 29 42 
27 14 13 
54 34 e0 
58 46 12 
23 19 4 
55 3'7 18 
56 28 27 
65 Yl 15 
6 3 3 

24 18 6 
126 69 57 

16 l2 4 
282 la8 94 
58 35 23 
34 27 7 

124 74 50 
51 34 17 
25 10 15 

250 188 62 
23 19 4 
18 14 4 
35 26 9 
52 33 12 

219 157 62 
32 8 24 
17 11 6 
58 30 28 
46 26 a, 
80 65 15 
55 40 15 
18 14 4 

MB' 1, 1931 To 

mn ApPlYrW 

Not 
Well well wed pd 
Off OK 

381 32 331 86 

0 0 0 0  
0 0 0 0 
1 0  0 1 

17 2 1 3 ' 7  
9 0 8 0 
1 0  1 0  
4 0 4 0 
4 0 4 0  
7 1 8 0  

26 4 27 2 
16 3 18 0 

7 2 9 1  
4 0 4 0  
6 1 3 4 

24 E 2 4 4  
2 0 2 0 
3 0 3 0  

12 0 12 0 
4 0 4 0  
7 1 5 3  
8 1 7 3  
4 0 1 3  
8 1 5 4  
5 1 5 1  
7 0 4 2 
1 0  1 0  
4 0 4 0  

l l 0  9 3 
0 0 0 0  
37 1 25 13 
13 0 7 6  

6 0 6 0  
22 2 17 7 
5 1 4 2  
2 0 1 1  

27 3 21 9 
0 0 0 0  
0 0 0 0  
7 0 a 2 
7 0 6 1 

26 3 27 2 
1 0  1 0  
1 0  0 1  
7 1 7 1 
6 1 6 1  
5 2 5 1 
6 1 6 1  
1 0  1 0  

Mar U, l9SE 

Applfine 

Not 
well  wed :z 

ofr Off 

1958 667 2498 123 

1 4 1 8  3 2 0  
4 3 7 0 
3 15 18 0 

7 9 l l  8 6 3  
44 7 50 2 
5 0 5 0 

12 3 15 0 
12 2 1 3 1  
3 8 1 0  4 4 4  

120 51 161 11 
60 22 79 4 
5 6  8 4 4  
10 5 1 4 1  
24 12 35 1 
8 8 3 3 l l 6 3  
12 6 18 0 
Zl 3 2 3 1  
53 6 57 2 
22 1 2 0 3  
3 4 1 2  4 2 3  
3 6 1 3  4 4 4  
10 9 1 9 0  
3 0 1 6  4 2 4  
3 5 1 5  4 8 2  
47 11 55 4 
4 1 5 0 

20 0 2 0 0  
105 10 103 ll 
12 4 1 6 0  

203 42 231 13  
2 7 1 8  4 4 1  
23 5 2 7 1  
66 34 97 3 
3 0 1 5  4 0 5  
21 2 a 2  

165 55 215 5 
17 6 2 3 0  
ll 7 1 8 0  
23 5 25 2 
29 15 42 2 

123 66 187 2 
24 7 3 1 0  
14 2 1 5 1  
37 13 26 4 
35 4 3 9 1  
43 50 71 3 
40 8 4 2 6  
17 0 1 6 1  

RgagONs ~ r o m  BOTH 

1 ~ 1 1 t h  ~conw ~ 0 t h  
Glvm 

288 652 456 164a 

3 8 6 15 
0 0 1 6 
0 4 6 9 
7 50 3 69 
5 22 13  20 
0 1 0 5 
1 2 6 10 
3 1 3 ll 
6 8 13 29 

25 43 31 102 
10 25 17 49 
6 19 18 55 
3 4 3 9 
5 5 6 27 

12 17 Z5 93 
3 4 6 7 
0 3 6 18 

13 34 5 19 
2 8 4 13 
7 8 8 30 
5 13 9 a 
3 4 4 15 
0 9 8 39 
7 14 8 27 
9 8 7 42 
1 1 0 4 
1 5 5 13 

ll 33 13 69 
2 2 0 12 

24 58 36 164 
4 15 10 29 
4 8 3 20 
9 23 a 71 
1 15 9 26 
1 6 1 17 

23 53 40 134 
1 8 2 12 
1 1 6 10 
1 9 2 23 
1 9 12 29 

33 46 28 Ill 
6 7 8 ll 
1 0 4 12 
4 10 10 34 
ll 10 7 18 

5 Ze 18 34 
4 13 5 33 
4 4 3 7 



on 

BIRTH C O N T R O L  
EVERY MONDAY AT FIVE P ?d 

WEVD 
(1800 Kilocycle) 

Some other outstandrng features 

WORLD TOMORROW RADIO HOUR 
Every Tuesday at 8 15 P M 

T H E  NATION RADIO HOUR 
Every Wednesday at 8 15 P M 

Tell your fr~ends to tune m on 

WEVD 

American Birth 
Control League 

T H I R T E E N T H  A N N U A L  M E E T I N G  

THURSDAY JANUARY 19 

Hotel Gotham, Flfth Avenue and 55th Street 
New York City 

L U N C H E O N  A T  1 0 0  P M 

Tlckets for Luncheon are $1 25 each 
Tables seat elght 

Send rn your order on thts coupon 

Enclosed please find check for $ 

for ttckets, at $1 25 each 

Name 

Address 

Make checks payable and send to 

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
152 Madrson Avenue New York Ctty 

The Provident Providor 
Perfect Protect~on for You and Yours 

FOR YOU: 
$100 a month for llfe commennng at age 65 

-or, z f  you denre, a cash settlement of 

$12,800 at that age 

$50 a month t f  you should tdcome totally drs- 

abled for a penod o f  at  least n x  months 

before reachtng age 55 

FOR YOUR WIFE: 
$10,000 or a monthly tncome t f  you do not Irwe 

to  attatn age 65 

$20,000 or a monthly rncome tf you should dre 

before age 65 under condttrons cowered by 

the Accidental Death Benefit Prowtston 

Old  age contentment - a dtsabrltty tncome- 

famrly protectton--an acctdental death benejit- 

these are the features of the Provrdent Prowzdor 

NOW whtle you are tnsurable and can spare the  

money w n t e  for further rnformatlon about thrs 

all-tnclunve contract 

TODAY you are insurable- 
'1 OMORROW you may not be 

---------------------- 
GEORGE P SHOEMAKER 

INSURANCE 

400 Madrson A v e ,  New York C ~ t y  

TO PROVIDENT MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA 
You may send me full rnformatron about the Provrdent 
Provrdor, on the understandtng that rt places me under 
no oblrgatton 

Name 

Home Address 

Bustness Address 

Date o f  Brrth 

BCR 1 1  3 3  


