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N THIS year of grace, Christmas cheer will
be thin indeed for the multitudes of the
unemployed and destitute Public aid and
private charity will not avail to turn their
plight Our most benevolent gestures only
serve to emphasize the madequacy of make-
shift relief and emergency efforts in the face
of a mounting crisis We can no longer speak
with a good conscience of the “hundred need-
1est cases” where hundreds of thousands—
where millions are concerned The traditional
Yule-tide gesture of the New York Times
becomes a mere ceremomal custom, hke the
king kissing the beggar, in the face of such
an overwhelming social disaster Itis time to
put aside our helplessness To the Times—
and to the millions beyond the hundred need-
1est cases — the BirrE ContTrROL REVIEW
sends 1ts message with the hope that in this
grave hour we will see the need of an open
mind as well as an open heart

UT THE occasion warrants a word of cau-
tron to the advocates-of birth control
Too often we are imnclined to fall into the
ready logic of accepting the unemployed as
a kind of surplus population which our eco-

————

nomic system cannot absorb, and which birth
control would automatically elimnate Un-
questionably birth control offers a direct
means of amehorating the condition of the
poor It 1s a means which, in view of the
present crisis and the hopelessness of the im-
mediate future, cannot be sufficiently empha-
sized But in the long run, and from a larger
point of view, economic maladjustments
must finally be solved by economic means, 1f
for no other reason than that it 1s easier to
control the distribution of wealth according
to the dictates of a healthy society—however
mtractable 1t has thus far proved itself to
be—than to attempt to adjust birth arbi-
trarily, according to the lopsided and chaotic
pattern of a diseased economic system More-
over, 1t must frankly be recognized as one of
the most disastrous consequences of our pres-
ent social scheme that birth control 1s prac-
ticed in mverse ratio to the distmbution of
wealth Quite apart from pseudo-scientific
talk of superior and nferior stock, the
weighty factor of favorable environment 1s
thus almost completely nullified in regard to
society as a whole Under present conditions,
in brief, the practice of birth control 1s dys-
genic The answer 1s not only more birth con-
trol, but likewise, a better and more equable
system of economics It 1s precisely on this
score that the proponents of a rational con-
trol of distmbution and consumption pomnt to
the fact that we have at last left behind us
the age of scarcity and have entered upon
an age of plenty In this connection, we may
advisedly quote from an editomal 1n a recent
1issue of The New English Weekly

Already, as we have seen, the direction of the
Government’s Policy for raising prices 1s towards
the progressive restriction of Production, that s,
the cutting down of actual Production to the himts
arbitrarily fixed by the banking system But 1t
15 surely the reductio ad absurdum of the whole
proposition when we find that not only 1s the pro-
duction of Goods to be limited in the interests of
the financial monopoly, but human lives as well
Writing very pompously i the Twnes last week,
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Mr Pitt-Rivers, of some preposterous population
Research Society or other, fatuously suggested
that m view of the existence of a surplus of Pro-
duction over Consumption, and the growing dis-
pensability of manual workers, the Iatter should be
constrained 1f not compelled to hmit the output of
childrern But the crown, in the form of the fool’s
cap, of course, was put upon the whole argument
by Mr Harold Cox in the following letter to the
Tvmes “The poorer section of the population,”
this latter-day Moses writes, “have outrun the de-
mand for manual labor and they must learn
to regulate the expansion of their families as the
middle and upper classes have long been doing
It must be recognized that the logical, of not human,
conclusion of the present pohcy of confining the
right of Consumption to the dimmishing army of
mdispensable participants m Production 1s the
slaughter of the unwanted as fast as machinery
makes them so

Despite this harsh eriticism of two emin-
ent authorities, The New Englsh Weekly
makes 1ts pomnt, certainly, the advocates of
birth control cannot blink the clear implica-
tions of our growing capacity to provide an
ever mcreasing flow of goods to the com-
munity at large It 1s well, under these cir-
cumstances, to remund ourselves that the ma-
Jor grounds for the advocacy of birth control
must not be buried beneath a false emphasis
upon questionable, f not altogether unten-
able, economic arguments Birth control
should not be perverted into a mere economie
device, at best 1t can only serve to alleniate
poverty, 1t neither can nor should be manmpu-
lated as a possible solution of our 1rrational
economic system But once we achieve, as 1n-
deed we must on pamn of extinction, a health-
1er economic Life, birth control will reveal
itself as a natural and beneficent mechanism
for stabilizing that system 1n automatic bal-
ance Let us remember that the reasons for
believing in the principle of birth control are
profoundly rooted in human freedom, for
birth control is but a means, within the sphere
of propagation, in harmony with the funda-
mental drift of human hfe toward conscious
control in all its aspects It 1s an ntegral
element 1n the human dignity of choice, n a
world of our own responsibihty Birth con-
trol may be a pressing economic expedient,
it 1s a permanent human right
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THE Northern Califormia Congregational
mmisters at a recent meeting in Sacra-
mento declared themselves in favor of birth
control, but opposed to liberalization of the
divorce laws Since those most experienced in
dealing with divorce are pretty well agreed
that more birth control wall mean less divorce,
the situation apparently desired by the good
numisters—planned famihes and stable mar-
riages—may come to pass without the aid of
stringent laws It 1s interesting to note that
this group voted against the release of Moon-
ey, agamst the abolition of capital punmish-
ment, agaimnst the recogmition of Sowviet
Russia, agamst the repeal of the Californmia
crimnal syndicahsm act, and against the re-
peal of prohibition Birth control 1s, by 1n-
ference, a settled and conservative 1ssue

HE growth of climcal service for contra-

ceptive advice throughout the world, as
described by Dr Lowse Stevens Bryant else-
where 1n this 1ssue, 15 proof positive of the
strength of the movement and of 1ts course in
the immediate future In January, 1932, the
Birre ConTrROL REVIEW listed 104 centers
for contraceptive advice in the United States
The 1933 Iisting to be printed i the January
1issue will show an increase of approximately
25 per cent As Dr Bryant pomnts out, the
tendency 1s away from confining services
merely to contraceptive advice, important as
this 1s General physical examination, pre-
manital advice and psychiatric help in marn-
tal adjustment, sex education and so forth
are services which are being coordnated with
the original birth control service

HEREVER we look for facts to show the

need for increased services along these
Iines, we find them in tragic superabundance
The statistics on child marriages 1n the
United States, for example, show that there
were 13 per thousand births during 1928
to mothers between the ages of ten and four-
teen Furthermore, 2 4 per cent per thousand
mothers between these ages had as fathers of
their children boys between the ages of ten
and fourteen These are not figures from
Katherine Mayo’s scandalous India, let 1t be
remembered, but from these United States
Chnical service, 1n the widest use of the term
Social Hygiene, 1s indicated here
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A New Frontier in Religion

By W W WHITEHOUSE

N THE old Hebraic narratives of
origmn, when man, made 1n the 1m-
age of God, crowned the efforts of
creation, God blessed the husband and
his newly-found wife and bade them
“be fruitful and multiply and re-
plenish the earth ” Thus was enun-
ciated the first population pohicy A
bit further on 1n the story, when God
rebuked Cain for the murder of Abel,
rehigion 1dentified her interests with the safeguard-
ing of human lhfe In a garden of Eden—or a new
America—no conflict 1s apparent between these
two concepts Let us analyze the new elements that
appear 1n a world of increasing density of popula-
tion, and endeavor to sense the vital Christian at-
titude
Judaism consistently guarded the sanctity of
human hfe Qutposts were constantly moved for-
ward, as when human sacrifice to the deity was early
sensed as an outrageous rather than a pious act
The early fight of Christiamty agamst such prac-
tices as abortion, infanticide, and gladiatorial con-
tests likewise bears testimony that hife must not be
violated The church has continuously concerned
herself with the problems of human 1lls, orphan-
ages, asylums, hospitals have witnessed her regard
for the physical temple But though Christian 1deal-
1sm set 1ts seal upon the value of the individual as
of more worth than a sheep, human misery grew
apace Ever increasmg human hordes were born 1n
suffermg, bred in misery, and died 1n want Still the
old dictum “be fruitful and multiply” remained un-
challenged
At the time of the Industrial Revolution another
prophet of God spoke It was eminently suitable
that Malthus, an Enghsh clergyman, should pond-
er upon the prevalence of soiled and unhappy hves
Ardent social workers of the day were stressing
various ameliorative measures through poor law
reforms, techmques still vital and useful for feed-
mg the hungry and caring for the diseased But
Malthus suggested another angle of approach, if
hfe were inherently divine and sacred, why should
it be so cheap? So he enunciated his famous prin-
ciples, which so far the church has largely ignored

needy

“If economc adjustment hinges upon the numbers inooloed, sure-
ly the rnght of the child to be well-born becomes a natural slogan
for the church
Kmgdom of God on earth shall be a warless world And yet the
pressure of populations 18 a growwng menace to world peace

The church must remewn true to her msston to the poor and
The eugemc wdeal may become a distinct avd to Jesus’

Christian 1dealssm of today demands that the

dream of His kwngdom on earth, and may well be integrated as
a general religsous concept ”

or repudiated Briefly stated he mamtamed Popu-
lation tends to grow in geometric ratio—2, 4, 8,
etc , while food mncreases in arithmetic ratio—1, 2,
3, etc Unless certain checks decrease the popula-
tion, lack of food will imperil human hife While
Malthus failed to forsee the giant strides of science
and new forms of production, or the opeming up of
new lands, these changing factors have only tended
to postpone the main impheations of the theory

As society 1s orgamzed today, the population
problem 1s essentially one of the lower classes The
middle and upper classes are already practicing
birth control to such an extent that the alarms of
race suicide are frequently sounded In the mean-
time poverty continues to enmesh itself in large
families Ignorance, a low standard of hving, lack
of other than sex interests to give diversion to
humdrum lives, umte to form a vicious circle from
which escape 1s difficult

Given a poor wage, many children, bad housing
conditions, poor educational facilities, madequate
nourishment and health protection, one factor con-
stantly aggravates another If the mother 1s forced
to neglect home duties that she may supplement the
family income, the children suffer further for lack
of care and discipline, and she pays a terrific toll
in fatigue and 11l health The parents, increasingly
burdened with the problems of too mary mouths to
feed and backs to cover, lose morale and juvenile
delinquency, desertions, and social dependency re-
sult By breeding without restraint, the ilhterate
and unskilled not only create their own problems,
but thrust a heavy burden upon society

An older generation accepted the natural order
of events as a manifestation of divine providence
and questioned the piety of any type of interfer-
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ence Even the use of anaesthesia at childbirth was
challenged as an impious setting aside of God’s
purpose We believe that 1t 1s a more clear sighted
religion that stresses rather the right of the child
to be well-born Samtation has made typhoid a
community disgrace rather than a divine scourge,
why should not the birth of an unwanted and hope-
lessly handicapped child be similarly considered?
If this seems an extreme position, let us contrast
the crime against human life committed in un-
counted cases of abortion with the far saner exped-
lent of preventing the conception of that hfe

It may be glibly said that America has room and
to spare, that Texas with its sparse population
could take care of the equivalent of England’s mil-
lions We are already confronted with a huge
problem of adjustment and economic assimlation
if our one hundred and forty mllions are to ap-
proxmmate the standard of hfe accepted as a mum-
mum by social agencies What value can there be
from either the individual or social viewpoint of
adding millions of meagre lives to our nation? Not
mass production but wealth of individual Iife 1s the
proper naticnal goal

THE STAKE OF THE CHURCH

Since Jesus set a litile one mn the midst of his
followers, the church has never dared to ignore the
child In His world, infantieide, slavery, exploita-
tion prevailed, but the standard has been raised
through successive struggles until today our west-
ern 1deal demands for the child protection, sym-
pathy and education How then can 1t fail to be
the church’s concern to secure these fundamental
blessings for all children? If economic adjustment
hinges upon the numbers involved, surely the right
of the child to be well-born becomes a natural
slogan for the church The Master 1ssued stern
warning aganst those who cause his little ones to
stumble If orgamzed society, of which the church
15 still & powerful part, makes 1t more difficult for
the unprivileged to maintamn famly morale, 1s 1t
not injuring the little ones? Nature 1s utterly ruth-
less 1n her logie, and too large families mean less
and less of privilege for each Eighty-five to mnety-
one per cent of child laborers under ten years of
age come from families of eight or more children
“The Bitter Cry of the Chuldren” comes alike from
crowded slum and 1llegal sweatshop

Even as Christiamity has protected the child, so
has 1t sponsored the digmty of woman And yet
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woman 1n her most sacred function has been the
slave of uncontrolled maternity As has been said,
modern woman 1 the better classes has acquired
the right of voluntary parenthood, but to the
mother who struggles agamnst almost hopeless eco-
nomic odds, comes no such boon Does the church
fear the results of knowledge of means of hirth
control upon virtue? Ignorance 1s never in tself
goodness, rather 1t 1s :immoral not to use our God-
given intelligence to live as wisely as possible
George Bernard Shaw has said that 1f we refrained
from teaching anything that could be abused, we
should teach nothing Competent observers in Hol-
land, where “every grown girl or woman knows how
to prevent pregnancy, and if she does not know
(she) knows where to get the information,” recog-
mze the high standard of morals and the reverence
for women prevailing there And again, let us face
the practical situation that in America birth con-
trol 1s a matter of common knowledge among the
victous as among the upper classes It 1s reckless
feecundity 1n the marrage relationship that creates
our major population problem

Christian 1dealism of today demands that the
Kingdom of God on earth shall be a warless world
And yet the pressure of unadjusted populations 1s
a growing menace to world peace Qur economists
say much of the struggle for supremacy 1n oil and
m rubber, but they are not apt to over-emphasize
the hostile elbowing of one nation by another for
more room Japan, China, Italy, whither are these
mihions tending?

Nor have we 1in the West an inherent monopoly
on a high standard of hiving, as we have been learn-
ing to our sorrow In approximately ten genera-
tions we appropriated a new world We have tard-
ily shut down the sluice gates of immigration to
a mere trickle—shall we fail to create public senti-
ment which emphasizes a quahtative rather than
a quantitative stock? It 1s the part of the church
to nourish a high norm of hiving, noet to repudiate
it Whatever anaesthetics a religion of other-
worldlmess may have given downtrodden workers
throughout the centuries, the church’s prophets
for social justice today demand the good life, here
and now Though we may profess to admire the
mysticism and spirituahty of the Orient, we have
no desire to emulate their families, their malnutm-
tion, their pestilences, and disease-ridden hordes

Lastly, the church has ever at stake the enrich-
ment of the individuzl personality Upon sex rests
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one of the most beautiful and ennobling of human
relationships, and one which finds natural and sat-
1sfymg expression 1n the intimacies of marriage
That these should exist simply for procreation 1s
not compatible with human nature That repression
and fear of consequences should replace love and
natural expression strikes at the very basis of a
unified psychic ife Nor 1s there less room for self
control and mutual consideration between husband
and wife—virtues that some church teachings in-
sist are himited to continence In our attitude
toward God, rehgion has largely shifted her out-
posts from fear and repression to love and service
Modern psychology certainly demands no less noble
foundations for human relationships

Granted that the church has much at stake 1n
problems of population control, what contribution
has she to make? As a powerful molder of public
opimon she may incorporate the new scient:fic ap-
proach into the theological concept of sin and soul
saving Psychology, economics, biology, and so-
ciology all aid 1n getting perspective of the entire
range of human hfe Sterithization of the unfit,
growing out of a spiritualized biology by lessening
the odds at the very source, may become a powerful
ally of social salvation Mental hygiene interpret-
g to us the need of a psychie hife free from mner
conflicts and fears, verifies the Master’s invitation
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to find rest for our souls

The church must remain true to her mssion to
the poor and needy Poignant case studies by the
thousand afford the real stimulus to the birth con-
trol movement Clinics which include instruction mn
social hygiene should be given the heartiest co-
operation of our churches, and 1f need be might
well be sponsored by them Well might religion try
to break the vicious eircle with the zeal of the
old time idol smashing, utihzing population tech-
nmque as well as amelomative social work and
economic adjustments

The church 1n her role as custodian of the her-
tage from the past has much to safeguard mn civili-
zation Yet the traditional taboo of matters re-
lating to sex certainly has scant justification, and
15 more related to witcheraft and heathen fetishes
than to Christ’s teachings The eugenic 1deal may
become a distinct aid to Jesus’ dream of his king-
dom on earth, and may well be integrated as a gen-
eral rehigious concept The social lag between what
we know about the betterment of human stock and
how we act towards comparatively mild reforms 13
appalling May the followers of Him who ever be-
friended the poor and needy march toward the new
frontiers, in the spirit of those early disciples of
whom 1t was said that they turned the world up-
side down

Papal Contradictions

By L H LEHMANN

“ IGNITARIES of the Catholic Church,” says
Havelock Ellis (1n his contribution to Pro-
fessor Charles A Beard’s symposium Whether
Mankind*) “have sometimes distinguished them-
selves by denunciation of contraceptive methods
But they speak for themselves It 1s hardly
possible for a Church which venerates chastity and
mamtains the celibacy of the clergy to be opposed
to contraception, since without contraception chas-
tity and celibacy can hardly exist ”
The lay mind may very well be exonerated from
a charge of naiveness or misapprehension 1n thus
drawing the conclusion that, factuslly, the Roman
Catholic Church 1s not, and never has been really
opposed to lirth restriction Viewed from the
common-sense, surface angle, the deduction 1s per-
fectly feasible Nevertheless, to the bewildered
Wam, Green and Co, New York p 213, note

outsider, the anomaly, patently evident 1n the facts,
leaves much to be explained

It 15 a matter of wonder to most people how the
Papal Church, while striving rigidly to enforce the
dictum of Augustine that “No fruitfulness of the
flesh 1s to be compared to virgimty”—which sets
itself up as the umversal dictator of the sex-urge
by marking the lmits to, and legislating for the
frequency of its use, and whose commands are
preached to the letter by a working-force of priests
(themselves forbidden legally to generate off-
spring )—should be the only power today adamant-
ly opposed to the wise use of scientific methods of
birth restriction

More bewildering still are the particular con-
tradictions 1nvolved 1n this general anomaly, a
few of them are worthy of close consideration



296

First, there 1s the complete volte-face to mod-
ern Papacy’s rigid sex-and-birth regulations from
the apparent laxity of the masters of Roman the-
ology n the past This can only be accounted for
by the ease with which scientific means for con-
traception are made available today Were the
Papacy n this twentieth century to adhere to 1its
sex-and-birth legslation, formulated and enforced
during the middle ages and until quite recent times,
then, not only could it theologically tolerate the
growing practice of modern contraceptive meth-
ods, but also abortion of the fetus wnthin a perod
of sur weeks after conception

St Thomas Aquinas, the prince of Papal me-
dieval theologians, (and its otherwise sole oracle
mn modern times) definitely opposed the strict
dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary He did so, not only because
he argued that it would detract from the super-
eminent dignity of Christ, but more so because he
held it to be a physical impossibiity For Aquinas,
and other emmnent theologians before and after
him, taught that rational Iife does not begin n
the human fetus until the fortieth day after con-
ception for the male, and the eightieth day for the
female With Aristotle, they held that the human
fetus develops through three stages of life—from
the merely vegetative, or plant stage, to the sen-
tient, or ammal, and finally to the fully developed
rational stage of the human being, known as genus
homo

The dire penalty of excommumeation, which to-
day 15 decreed agamst all doctors and others who
mterfere 1n any way with the human fetus from
the very moment of copulation, was formerly ap-
plicable only to procurers of abortion of the fetus
from the time of quickening Pope Gregory XIV,
for example, decreed excommunication for abor-
tion of the “quickened child »

Today, Papal legislation metes out full excom-
munication for any direct interference likely to
cause destruction of fetal hife at any time This
ngorous ruhing presents an insurmountable ob-
stacle to the professional practice of Catholic med-
ical men, many of whom are forced to break with
their Church because of 1t

Secondly, there 1s the startling paradox in the
resultant effects of official Papal opposition to
scientific birth restriction Roman Catholic teach-
ers and preachers and their roted lay apologists
generally do not or are forhidden to produce off-
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spring, while their impovernished adherents must
bear an unhmited number of unwanted babies (As
a poor Irsh father, sadly regarding his seventh
baby after the funeral of its young overburdened
mother who had died at its birth, once put 1t to me
“The rascal,” he sobbed, “he killed his mother )
On the other hand, the strongest advocates of birth
control continue wisely to produce welcome and
wanted children

Thirdly, the Papacy’s own priests, especially
those of the rsing generation 1n America, secretly
resent 1ts rigid ruling agamst scientific birth re-
striction as unreasonable They do their utmost to
ward off the attempts of overburdened mothers of
the poor who appeal to therr personal feelings in
the confessional In fairness it must be said, that
they stnive to avoid the distasteful task of apply-
ing the tape-measure, so shamelessly advocated by
Roman theologians, to every mntimate detail of the
conjugal relations of their penitents But they are
forced to a brutal frankness in just stating the
rigid law of the Church from which there 1s no
escape

Priests know only too well that the official sex-
and-birth legislation of theirr Church is really a
demal of the use of man’s mntellectual faculties mn
favor of his mere animal instincts They know that
man, even according to the Roman theological con-
ception, 15 a rational ansmal—rational first, and
animal second, that man, possessing all the in-
stincts of animal nature, has intellgence which he
1s entitled to use, to order these animal instincts as
best suits his welfare, be 1t physical, spiritual or
economic

There remains the important question, as to the
primary reason why the Papacy has so mgidly and
so unreasonably set itself up as the sole unyielding
objector to everything which savors of artificial
birth restriction It cannot be spintual Its iron
rule (mistaken by most people as a wow of chas-
tity) which forbids marriage to its clergy, does
not by any means tend to their greater sanctity
And complete sex-abstention, which 1s the only
method which 1t allows to its people, 1s well-migh
impossible and harmful, and a bar to happy homes

Mrs Sanger, with all a woman’s keenness of in-
sight into the subconscious working of the mind
when treating of sex relations from a height of
self-imposed superiority, hits very near the solu-
tion when she says that the Pope’s attitude on sex
“in general terms seems to be conditioned by a
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disapproval of human enjoyment, and an apparent
relishing of the theory that suffering 1s good for
our souls ” This solution, however, 1s not complete
without consideration of the Papacy’s entire at-
titude regarding everything connmected with sex,
marriage and birth control—the three hundred
mortal sins which 1t has Lsted from 1ts scientific-
theological analysis of every phase of sex working,
and 1ts rgorous rulings as to who shall and who
shall not bear children and when and how many
children should be born

At the bottom of the Papacy’s attitude towards
sex, as 1n 1ts attitude towards everything else mn
the domestic and public Iife of men and women, 18
its unceasing reach after supreme control of the
bodies and souls of all men Power 1s most strongly
entrenched by fear, and fear enters at the door of
weakness Just as the priest 1s made supreme arb:-
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trator at the deathbed of the dying when fear and
weakness are greatest, so also 1s he made the arbi-
trator over the fears and weaknesses of sex in the
confessional The traditional power of the Papacy
15 1mndeed built upon these two fears of death and
sexual aberrations Although unmiversal power and
dominion be foreign to the mind of Christ, history
18 writ large with the record of shame brought
upon the fair name of Christiamity by this unceas-
mg reach of the Roman Church after undisputed
dominion over all men and nations

“The kings of the gentiles,” says Christ, “exer-
cise dommnion over them But it shall not be g0
amongst you, but whosoever will be great amongst
you, let him be your mimster, and whoscever will
be chief amongst you, let him be your servant »
Matt Ch XXI, 25-27

Birth Control in Japan

By SHIZUYE ISHIMOTO

WHEN Margaret Sanger visited Japan 1
1922, birth contrel was looked upon as a
menace, especially by ardent supporters of the fam-
ily system These regarded children as the greatest
blessing of the home, whether they could be fed or
not Mrs Sanger was thwarted at every turn
her attempt to spread her teaching, and 1t was only
at a few private meetings that she was able to speak
upon the dreaded subject of birth control How-
ever, soon after she left Japan, we orgamzed the
Japanese Women’s Association for Birth Control
and began to work quetly The results have been
most encouraging Women, especially 1n rural dis-
tricts, have already begun to understand what
birth control and the better care of children 1s
gomg to do for them The authorities, who are show-
mg far less hostiity than might be expected, are
1n some cases cooperating with us, though not pub-
licly of course, and several doctors have openly
advocated our cause Only recently, the personal
physician of the late Emperor wrote an article in
a popular magazine, in favor of birth control
Opposition to birth conirol in Japan 1s habitual
and traditional rather than legal and rehgious
There are no laws agamnst birth control and no
rehigious pronouncement 1 opposition to the idea
I believe the Japanese people 1n general are becom-
mg more and more interested The newspapers are

favorable and give the movement a great deal of
publicity It s through this source that the masses
learn about our work

The 1mportance of birth control for a country
hike Japan can readily be perceived The area of
Japan 1s equal to that of Califorma, but into that
space 1s crowded a population of seventy million
pecple, half as many as all the people 1n the Umited
States, and this population 1s increasing at the rate
of nine hundred and fifty thousand a year Is it
any wonder that we are faced with the perplexing
problem of what to do? We are at our wits end as
to how to feed our people and how to find employ-
ment for them A lhttle less than one-fifth of the
entire area of Japan 1s under cultivation, for the
country 18 so mountamous and so much of the soil
15 volcamc that 1t 1s impossible to use 1t for agn-
cultural purposes Though every inch of arrable
land 1s cultivated, agriculture 18 no solution of the
problem When we turn to industry, conditions
are little better Japanese people have learned to
make almost everything that 1s produced m the
West, but the country 1s so poor 1n raw materials
that most of them have to be mmported, and now
that foreign tariffs have gone so high, and the
Chinese boycott has cut off a very important mar-
ket for our products, our industries have suffered
severcly These conditions have given mse to un-
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speakable poverty, disease and every conceivable
kind of misery

Some pcople offer emigration as a solution to
the problem But emigration on a large scale seems
to be utterly impossible for the Japanese The
countries to which they want to go and where they
feel they can work profitably have closed therr
doors to them, and those countries where they are
welcome do not seem to be suitable in climate and
living conditions for large colonies of Japanese
How, then, are we to reduce our population and im-
prove conditions? There seems to be only one way,
and that 1s birth control

In feudal times, when the country was closed to
foreign intercourse, 1t was necessary to keep the
population at a low mark The death rate which
was, of course, very high, did not do this adequate-
ly Infanticide was practised to a considerable ex-
tent in the country districts, and abortion was
unmversally resorted to in cities With the Meip
Restoration, however, workers and soldiers were
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needed, and so mncrease in population was encour-
aged After the great war, when economec cond-
tions grew more difficult, this steady increase
became a menace, and 1t was generally recognized
that something had to be done As conditions have
grown steadily worse, the realization of the neces-
sity for facing this problem has grown stronger
The government authorities are increasingly con-
vinced that the only way of avoiding the disastrous
effects of overpopulation 1s by the promulgation
of scientific birth control

There are birth control chimes in Japan but they
are poor affairs, indeed My plans for the immed-
1ate future are to study chinical service in this
country and to estabhsh travelling field climes on
a large scale when I return to Japan These travel-
Iing climcs will go out to the villages and factories
and teach birth control wherever 1t 1s needed It 1s
only through making birth control a mass move-
ment that Japan can reduce her population and
solve her difficulties

Japan’s Way Out

OT only 1s Japan the most overpopulated na-
tion n the world, but her growth has gained
such a tremendous momentum that experts esti-
mate 1t will take at least thirty years to stabihize
the population And in thirty years the sixty-five
million crowded human beings on the small 1slands
of Japan will probably increase to more than
eighty milhons This 1s a theoretically conserva-
tive estimate, and assumes a rapid spread of birth-
control information among the Japanese people
Thus, as strained as the economic and social con-
ditions now are in Japan, the unemployment situa-
tion 1s bound to become ncreasingly more aggra-
vated With the annual increase of population in
the last five years averaging approximately 900,-
000, 1t 15 estimated than an increase in employ-
ment for 500,000 new workers will be required an-
nually between 1940 and 1945 The delayed ef-
fects of rapid population growth are often the
most serious Furthermore, as the proportion of
women of the child-bearing age 15 1ncreasing while
the general death rate 1s decreasing, the net -
crease, births over deaths, may grow even larger
It 15 of the greatest importance not only to
Japan, but to Oriental nations and the entire world,
that famly limitation make rapid progress among

the Japanese people Not only will this custom
help to prevent further movement on the part of
Japan for expansion, but through Japan it may
be spread to other Oriental countries It may not
be too much to expect that even the famines and
pestilences of Asia’s teermng millions will give way
before the human control of fecundity It is prac-
tically the unammous opmion of population ex-
perts that birth control 1s the greatest hope for
progress 1n the Orient

In conclusion, 1t cannot be emphasized too often
that emgration and colonization cannot be a per-
manent cure for population pressure There are no
lands, new or old, that can for any length of time
support a population increasing as rapidly as has
that of Japan during the past decade Crocker ex-
presses the prevailling expert thought on this sub-
ject when he says,®  most specialists are agreed
that emgration cannot remedy overpopulation
The room left by drawing off the surplus 1s im-
mediately filled the pressure of numbers 1s hke
the pressure of the tide agamst a barrmer, remove
the barrier and the tide pours 1n to fill the newly
emptied space

Guy Ievine BurcH,
New Republhic August 24, 1932
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Clinical Development

By LOUISE STEVENS BRYANT

Ezcerpt from the forthcoming Survey and Report on “Mediwcal Aspects of
Human Fertiity” by the Natwonal Commattee on Maternal Health, Inc

TAHERE have been profound and rapid changes
m the general and professional attitude to-
ward the control of human fertility, especially
during the past three years Public service pro-
visions 1n this field and for general marrmage coun-
sel are increasing and, in addition to the National
Committee on Maternal Health, other groups for
scientific study and education have been organized
on & natronal and international scale

Clinical service under regular medical direction
was begun 1n England 1n 1921 and m the United
States 1n 1923 In ten years it has spread until
now there are well over four hundred centers re-
ported in twenty countries, not only 1n Europe and
North America, but 1n South America and 1n Asia
and South Africa

These centers are under the auspices of highly
responsible citizens, as attested by the quality of
service that is rendered to chents, and by the
steadily accumulating body of information on clin-
1cal and teaching methods, indications, social, eco-
nomic and medical conditions, and history of pa-
tients, and results Most Amerncan and British
chimcs heep careful records, and at nearly all of
the centers some sort of consistent study 1s car-
ried on, making the annual reports far from per-
functory, several, indeed, notably those of the
Baltimore Bureau of Contraceptive Advice and
the Cleveland Maternal Health Association, are
important contributions The Birth Control Clin-
1cal Research Bureau in New York City has made
the most comprehensive study of 1ts case histories
ever undertaken n this field

Not only are the birth control climces increasing
with astomshing rapiity—as witness the fourfold
growth in three years in the Umted States from
twenty-eight services mn 1929 to over one-hundred
and twenty in 1932—but they are also extending
their scope Birth control 1s an emergent problem,
but in caring for this many other conditions are
revealed which require attention, especially un-
healed mjures of childbirth and inflammatory
areas, which left untended might well develop into
serious states Again, women seek relief from 1in-

voluntary ster:lity as well as from mvoluntary
conception, and still others ask help 1n other per-
sonal problems of married hfe affectmg husbands
and children

Nearly all chines, especially those outside of
hospitals, feel the pressure of these extra demands
and try to respond with increased services, such as
follow-up for conditions requiring medical and sur-
gical treatment that must be referred to properly
equipped hospitals, while for the rest a number
have mnstituted extra sessions for mantal and pre-
marital advice, some with special provisions for
husbands The increasing use of names like “Ma-
ternal Health,” “Mothers’ Clinic,” “Women’s Wel-
fare Center” indicate this changing function

MARRIAGE CONSULTATION

While the birth control chimies are thus expand-
mg mnto health examination and sex education ser-
vices, other centers for marnage and family advice
are starting up n various places under quite dif-
ferent auspices Simce 1923 there have been Ehe
und Sexualberatungsstellen .n Germany and Aus-
tria, under the auspices of various organizations,
or 1n connection with movements for social and
mental hygene

In the Umted States, within a few years, a still
different type of orgamzation has sprung up, most-
ly in connection with religious and educational in-
stitutions and intended for the rank and file of
young people, rather than for any special groups
of the commumty More than sixty such centers
have been started here by individual clergymen
concerned 1n their pastoral capacity with cherish-
ing the 1deals of marriage and the family, and, in
Iime with the movement for cooperation between re-
higion and medicine, they have usually called upon
physicians for help Some have been the outgrowth
of special social hygiene campaigns and still others
have been started by social hologists and educa-
tors, such as the Institute for Family Relations at
Los Angeles, and the special sessions on marnage
at the Vassar Institute of Euthenmcs Nearly all
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these centers, under whatever auspices, have phy-
sicians on their staffs or at least on call, as well as
psychologists and social workers

The prime object of the marriage consultation
centers has seldom been to furmish hirth control
advice, but here, as well as abroad, experience
shows that this1s 1n constant demand by the clients,
and most programs have been modified to provide
for this, sometimes directly but usually by con-
sultation with local physicians, or with regular
birth control chimes

Thus the two types of service are seen to ap-
proximate each other, and 1t seems to be only a
question of time when there will be a recognized
commumty provision for a department of mar-
riage hygqene, whose function, largely preventive,
will extend over a wide range of needs and ages to
mclude sex education for adolescents, engagement
and pre-mantal and post-marital counsel and ex-
amination, with control of fertihity as a part
thereof

SCIENTIFIC GROUPS NATIONAL IN SCOPE

In England, The Birth Contrel Investigation
Committee was started i 1927 under the chair-
manship of Sir Humphrey Rolleston, Regius Pro-
fessor of Medicine at Cambridge, and with repre-
sentation from other great umversities This Com-
mittee has under way a systematic program of re-
search 1n techmcal methods and chme administra-
tion 1n several umversity centers It was in turn
the outgrowth of the Society for the Provision
of Barth Control Clinics, founded in 1921 In 1931
both orgamzations amalgamated with other bodies
for chime promotion and educational work 1n the
National Birth Control Association with Sir Thom-
as Horder as the first president, and a distinguish-
ed membership of physicians, scientists, statesmen
and other public spirited men and women The As-
sociation 1s 1 active touch with other countries
and sponsors the occasional technical reports of
the International Medical Group for the Investiga-
tion of Contraception, which grew out of the World
Population Congress called by Mrs Sanger in
1927 1 Geneva Four reports have been 1ssued to
date Address 26 Eccleston St, London SW 1
Mrs Pyke, Secretary, Dr C P Blacker, Medical
Director

Another affihation 1s with the Birth Control In-
ternational Information Centre of which Margaret
Sanger 1s President (Gerda S Guy, Secretary-
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Treasurer, Edith How-Martin, Director ) This
conducts no special studies, but acts as a clearmmg
house for the general news from all countries,
especially 1n the social, economic and educational
phases, holding weekly luncheons in London for
foreign visitors interested m the field Address
Parliament Mansions, Westminster, London, S
W1

In Germany medical interest 1 the control of
fertihity has been increasing rapidly There 15 an
Informationsburo fur Geburtenregelung, under
Drs Kurt Beck and Max Hodann in Berlin Ad-
dress Beethovenstrasse 8, Berln NW 40 Plans
are under way for a comprehensive research pro-
gram under umversity auspices, under the leader-
ship of Professor Stoeckel of Berlin and Profes-
sor Fraenkel of Breslau The German Gynecologi-
cal Society meeting 1n Frankfurt in 1981 devoted
an entire session to contraception

In France, the newly formed Adssociation
d’Etudes Sexologiques, with Dr Toulouse, the
founder of the French Mental Hygiene movement,
at 1ts head and with a gynecologist, Dr Jean Dal-
sace as Secretary, includes the control of concep-
tion, stemlhization and marriage consultation in
its program, as well as social, legal and psychologi-
cal aspects of sex Address 31 rue St Guillaume,
Paris

It 1s curious that the only governments that are
officially considering the problems of controlled
fertihity are those of Russia and Japan The Soviet
regime makes elaborate provisions for instruction
and care in contraception and for legal abortion
1n certain cases, and publishes carefu] and extens-
wve reports on methods under the auspices of the
Government Institute for the Care of Motherhood
and Childhood of the Department of Health Japan
has no such formal activities, but the Government
sent an official representative to the Zurich Con-
gress on Chimeal Contraception in September 1930,
and 15 seriously studying the whole question of
contraception and sterihzation under the impetus
of a grave problem in overpopulation In China too
there 1s some governmental interest, and m certamn
parts of India and of Mexico

Birth control information 1s now reported to be
available 1n more than four hundred localities,
twenty countries, 1 all parts of the world, and
the clinics are mcreasing so fast that any list 1s
soon outdated Lists of climc services are kept up
to date at the office of the American Birth Control
League, 152 Madison Avenue, New York City
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All of the services in the Umited States and most
of those 1n other countries are under regular medi-
cal control, that 1s examination and care 1s by
physicians, assisted by nurses, mdwives and social
workers Even n the few climics where the work 1s
done by nurses or midwives, physicians are near for
consultation The methods followed are similar
all clinics, being designed primarly to give the
woman the control, although there 1s now a distinct
tendency especially in Englhish climes to include
mstruction for husbands Auspices and housing,
however, vary greatly

Separate stations under private auspices run
exclusively for birth control advice are the oldest
type Some have their own quarters, others are run
in connection with another welfare activity, such
as settlements Examples are the Birth Control
Clinical Research Bureau 1n New York City, the
medical centers of the Ilhnois Birth Control League
in Chicago, and the various mothers’ chinies and
maternal health centers in Califorma, Ohio, Penn-
sylvama and Michigan, and the Enghsh c¢hnics
before 1930 These special stations are still the
largest 1n pomnt of numbers of patients and, al-
though there are not so many bemng set up, they
will continue to be the important type of service for
some time to come

Out-patient chnics, either i hospitals or unat-
tached dispensaries, or mn pubhc health depart-
ments are the most numerous present form, and
are generally developed in connection with obstet-
rics and gynecology or pechatrics This 1s theoret:-
cally the best form, since the chents can be given
complete medical care, but there are practical rea-
sons why 1t remains hmted, except where sponsored
by a special committee as in Cincmnnati, or ad-
ministered 1 a separate division, as m the Los
Angeles County Health Department The hospital
service is just begimming m England, and also the
incidental giving of advice in public matermty and
infant welfare centers

FAMILY WELFARE AND CONTREACEPTION

For many years social workers have been con-
scious of the great potential usefulness of con-
trolled fertihty mn any scheme of family welfare,
and State and National Conferences of Social
Work have included sessions on the subject, but
for obvious reasons few agencies have openly
sponsored birth control work- Recently a change
has come, and 1t will not be long before social ser-
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vice will have assimilated this particular principle
of preventive health work The following are a few
outstanding nstances

Social settlements were the first to open therr
doors to birth control climes, beginning with Chi-
cago, where one of the Ilhnois Birth Control
League’s six chimes 1s m Hull House In New
York there are now eight chnics 1n social settle-
ment houses under the auspices of the New York
City Committee of the American Birth Control
League

The Jewish Social Service Bureau of Chicago
was the first family agency to provide a compre-
hensive sex hygiene service, including contracep-
tion Mr Harry L Lurie reports on 1t 1 the
Hospital Social Service Magazine for November
1931, under the title “Adult Sex Hygiene and
Family Case Work ” (Reprinted m monograph
form by the National Committee on Maternal
Health, Inc )

In England the Pioneer Health Centre at Peck-
ham, London, which 1s conducted along lines of a
social settlement, mmcludes contraception among
1ts mamfold health services to 1ts commumty Drs
Pease and Wilhamson, the physicians responsible,
report on the whole venture in their excellent httle
book The Case for Action, published by Faber and
Faber, London, 1931

The New York Association for Improving the
Condition of the Poor, oldest of the family wel-
fare agencies 1n the Umted States, has now put
mto action a defimte program for securing contra-
ceptive care for its chents, in the interest of the
health and welfare of the mothers and children
The statement of 1ts well considered policy included
mn 1ts “Manual for Nurses” 1s quoted by Atta E
Dines 1n the Bista ControL Review for May,
1932, p 138

The birth control services administered on a
family case work basis are important out of all
proportion to the numbers involved, because of the
opportunmty to study the psychological factors in
mstruction and applcation, and the interrelation
of famly limitation with other personal and eco-
nomic factors of family hfe

Finally comes the service, agam mecidental, which
15 g1ven 1n centers for marriage consultation or sex
advice Potentially, at least, this 1s perhaps the
most significant, because it 13 linked up with a
comprehensive program for general educational
work, designed, not for any special social class of
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the community, but for the rank and file of families
The 1nterest of orgamzed rebgion 1s the single
most powerful factor 1n this work

There are now over 120 contraceptive services in
over forty localities 1n 22 states, the earliest and
largest being the Birth Control Clhinical Research
Bureau, started by Mrs Margaret Sanger as a
department of the American Birth Control League
m 1923

The outstanding achievement of the past three
years, aside from growth mn numbers 1s the ex-
haustive statistical analysis of the ten thousand
case histories gathered by the Birth Control Clin-
1cal Research Bureau The report on this study
made by Dr Marne E Kopp, under the supervision
of a technical committee headed by Professor Ed-
win B Wilson of Harvard, and with several direct-
ors of the National Committee on Maternal Health
upon 1t, will be 1ssued shortly in a comprehensive
monograph with a Foreword by Professor Adolf
Meyer of Johns Hopkins The study begun in 1928
was made possible by an appropriation from the
Bureau of Social Hygiene Social and economic
data as well as medical histories and findings, ad-
mimstrative details and results of care are included,
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and will furmsh a storehouse of info.mation for
students for years to come

The experience of the Cincinnati Committee on
Maternal Health 1s an example of what may be done
m a chnic in a hospital out-patient department A
contraceptive service was opened in the Obstetrical
Department of the General Hospital, a city nsti-
tution, which was also the teaching hospital of the
University of Cincinnat: in November 1929, and
contiued till January 1932, when 1t was moved
to the Children’s Hospital In a period of two years
and three months, 1000 patients were treated, and
services opened in the Christ and Jewish hospitals,
to which general practitioners may refer their pn-
vate patients The work here was made effective
by an active medical committee acting in coopera-
tion with a sponsoring lay group, which made pos-
sible the steady referring of patients from social
agencies and their follow-up

Other new clinic services of a noteworthy charac-
ter are the maternal health centers of Philadelphia
and Rhode Island, which, though extra-mural, have
been conducted with the fullest kind of support
from leading medical men and women, the three
hospital services in Detroit and Grand Rapids,
and the hospital chme 1in St Lous, Missoun

Mothers Health Bureaus for Contraceptive Advice
OF THE
NEW YORK CITY COMMITTEE

No of Sessions
Address Organized Jan 1to Oct 27 New Patients Total
1932 Treated Attendance

Madieon House October 15, 1930 36 114 249
Maternal Aid ﬁ:;cla“‘m February 10, 1931 36 169 463
Council House A 1 14. 1931 84 385 604
1122 Forest Avenue pHL A%
Christ Church Pouse May 7, 1931 38 159 272
Smon Settlement February 2, 1032 34 219 421
United Jewish Aid
1095 Myrtle Avenue March 14, 1932 26 114 196
Brooklyn

Totals 254 1,160 2,205
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Book Reviews

THE JOY OF IGNORANCE, by T Swann Hard-
mg William Godwnin, New York 1932 $3 00

LTHOUGH there 1s nothing m this latest of

T Swann Harding’s onslaughts on contemp-
orary superstitions which bears directly on the sub-
Ject of birth control, the book contains several
chapters of the highest interest to every person
mterested 1n that widely-ramified question What-
ever may be one’s opinion of Mr Harding’s views
and his trenchant manner of expressing them, one
thing may always be said of everything he writes
it 1s exciting and provocative Readers of the
Bmrre ConTROL REVIEW Who have no previous ac-
quamtance with the work of this chemist turned
sociologist will certainly agree with this statement
after reading Chapter XIV and XV of The Joy of
Ignorance—“How You Can Be More Like Me,”
and “Can Women Become Men#”?

Indirectly, of course, “How You Can Be More
Like Me,” which 1s in essence a caustic and only
too well deserved rebuke to the over-enthusiastic
eugenists, has an important bearing on birth con-
trol propaganda An advocate of contraception
needs & clear and detailed knowledge of the actual
workings of heredity, since one of the primary ob-
jects of birth control 1s the improvement of the
race The lhist presented by Mr Harding of herit-
able dominant traits and conditions, 1s not likely
to arouse desire for umnhbited breeding of hu-
man stocks It 1s, however, of great importance
that we realize the dangers and difficulties of select-
wve breeding There are enough rehgious and tra-
ditional obstacles in the path of the birth con-
troller without adding unnecessary hurdles bult
up by his own ignorance of the facts and undue
optimism about results “What the animal or man
1s,” says Mr Harding, “depends upon his train-
g and his environment , what he may become de-
pends upon his inheritance No breeder today
knows enough to know how to control the domn-
ance or recession of mental and emotional traits
mn stallions It 1s rather early to begin to assume
that this can readily be done with human beings ”
On the other hand, he adds that the elimination of
pure-bred imbecility “from the breeding human
stock seems advisable as a step 1n improving aver-
age human mtelligence, but such a step 1s always
and at best only a step ”

Even those who agree heartily with this chap-
ter, and who also accept the factual data in the
succeeding one “Can Women Become Men?” may
disagree with some of the conclusions drawn by
the author from these data, and with his 1deas on
the “new mythology” of sex, which he arraigns as
“deceiving only the clever ” Because there are gen-
eral physiological differences between the sexes, and
because mental differences are a phase of physio-
logical ones (a viewpomnt which I accept), 1t does
not follow (a) that certain mental unhkenesses
cited by Mr Harding from student question-
naires are necessarily induced by these differences,
mstead of being caused by differences in traiming
and environment, or (b) that the end-results of
men and women n thought and achievement are
necessarily inferior one to the other, even though
the activating method may have been differently in-
duced His own quotations from scientific research-
ers who happen to be women, and the exact hke-
ness of their achievement to that of others who
happen to be men, are sufficient disproof of any
anti-feminist reactions from his studies m this
chapter Men and women are not exactly ahke,
who said they were? But they are both primarly
human beings, with the problems, imterests, and
desires of human bemngs, and their primary, sec-
ondary, or tertiary sexual differences are relatively
minor to their fundamental human likeness

The entire book, even those chapters quite re-
mote from the particular mterests of this maga-
zine, 1s very much worth reading and remembering
Its chief defect 1s the unfortunate lack of an in-
dex, an especial fault 1n a work so worthy of being
consulted as a reference

May~xarp SHIPLEY
EUGENESIA Y MATRIMONIO (Evcenics AND

MaTrIMONY), by Francisco Haro Garcia, M D
Madnrd, 1932

THIS book 13 another indication of the swelling
tide of modern thought in Spam, set free
by the Revolution Its purpose s to discuss a plan
or plans for legally requiring a medical certificate
before marriage, in order to protect the health and
welfare of the married pair and their children,
for the future benefit of society and of the race
The book was written at a time when the gov-
erning body of the new state was engaged in revis-
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ing fundamental laws, among them those relative to
matrimony It proposes a law providing that a
certificate of health must be secured by candidates
for marriage, before the marnage may take place

Under this plan, the following defects would stand
m the way of securmg a certificate for matrimony

mental alienation, epilepsy or nervous weakness
capable of extending 1itself to the spouse or to the
descendants, physical impotence for procreation
of a patent, perpetual and incurable nature (un-
less the spouse knows the facts, and, notwithstand-
g, 1s willing to enter into the marmage), and
such diseases as leprosy, tuberculosis or syphihis i
their contagious periods, or if manifestly heredi-
tary (unless the affhcted person submits to sterili-
zation, and the spouse gives consent to the
marriage)

The body of the book 15 taken up with detailed
discussion of such questions as pre-matrmomal
certificates, views held throughout the ages on the
mportance of regulating marriage for the pur-
pose of mantainng health of the offspring and
spouse or for other reasons, arguments for and
agamnst considering different methods of carrying
out the general plan of the proposed regulation

As a work of reference this book will be found
very useful, giving as 1t does the opinions and criti-
cism of all schools of thought in various countries,
with an historical background showing briefly but
clearly the development of the idea of regulation
of marriage on social and eugenic grounds Espe-
cially valuable 1s the appendix summarizing the
existing legislation on pre-marital health in the
different countries

Kate Horrapay CLaGHORN

THE BALANCE OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS,
VOL II, by Robert R Kuczynski The Brook-
wngs Institution, Washwmgton, D C 1931 $2

HE first volume* of Dr Kuczynski’s studies

of the vital statistics of western nations dealt
with Western and Northern Europe In that vol-
ume he reached the conclusion that fertility was
already so low that the populations of those areas
could not be said to be reproducing themselves The
fact that their births still exceed their deaths he
found to be entirely due to the age distribution,
that 1s, the presence in the middle age registers
of an undue proportion of their numbers On the

*See review of Volume I, by Guy Irving Burch in Septem-
ber, 1931, 1ssue
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basis of present fertility, marnage and death rates,
he showed that 1000 gir]l babies born today would
not m the course of their lives bear 1000 girl
babies to replace themselves He concluded that
even 1f mortahty should decrease more than now
seems probable, the populations of the British Isles,
Germany, France and Scandinavia would soon be-
gun to dimimish, unless there was a revival of fer-
hiity

In this second volume Dr Kuczynski extends his
method to the nations of Eastern and Southern
Europe He discovers that the conclusions of Vol
I may be extended to the countries of Central Eu-
rope, such as Latvia, Esthonia, Austria, and west-
ern Czechoslovakia, that eastern Czechoslovaka,
Poland and Lithuania are increasing, but slowly,
that Bulgama 1s the only country of southeastern
Europe where the birth rate has fallen sharply,
though statistics are very incomplete, that Rus-
s1a’s reduced mortality rates gave her as great an
merease m 1926-27 as thirty years earlier, and
that Spain and Portugal appear to be mcreasing
about as rapidly as before the war

The author foregoes any and all discussion of
the causes of the situation which his facts disclose
He has been at great pains, however, to uncover
and evaluate the statistical materials relating to
birth and death rates m a number of countries
about whose demographic movement httle has been
known His text covers only 64 pages, but his ap-
pendices and notes cover a full 100 and constitute
a cnitical compendium Nothing s said 1n this vol-
ume regarding the method of computing the num-
ber of probable future mothers, Volume II must
therefore be read with Volume I at hand Whale the
results show that the decline of the birth rate 1s
not restricted to nations of west European culture,
they also suggest that the balance of power, n
so far as 1t rests on numbers, 15 undergoing per-
sistent change 1n favor of eastern Europe Another
decade may, however, bring about a more marked
downward trend 1n Russian fertihty

As for those nations of central Europe not now
reproducing themselves, they thereby reveal their
affimty to the nations west of them and the conflict
between our civihzation and fertihity One may, ac-
cording to his predilections, see 1n these data a
new war, or a new conflict of cultures with increas-
ing threat to the dominance of the West, or the
beginning of a new era of population control in
which emphasis will be laid on quality, both biologi-
cal and social, rather than on quantity From the
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sociological viewpoint, one seems warranted in
supposing that the dechne in fertihty will contmue
so long as those social conditions producing it con-
tinue to operate in present directions These con-
ditions 1nclude industrialism, urbamsm, ethical-
utilitarian individualism (which may flourish un-
der socialism as well as under capitalism), the
dechne of rehigious authomty and birth control
Certainly the rewards of parenthoed are none too
great, f 1t becomes entirely voluntary — as 1t
should in a civilization seeking to free the indi-
vidual from irrational compulsions, we may be
compelled to devise special means to maimntain the
desire for children F H HaNEINS

MARRIAGE AT THE CROSSROADS, by Dr
Wilhelm Stekel, translated by Allan D Gar-
man Willitam Godwin, New York 1931 $2 00

THERE are probably many worse books on the
perenmal marnage “problem” than this latest
effusion of Stekel, the ommscient psychoanalyst
(no, the reviewer has not been analyzed), but for
the moment their titles do not come to mind Let us
roam through the pages, picking out gems of
thought here and there

“Monogamy will always remamn the 1deal of
civihized man” (p 15) Then it follows that many
of us, the reviewer included, are not civihzed So
be 1t ! But how to square the statement just quoted
with this “When the easily purchased object 18
lacking, man then directs his aggression on the
wives and daughters of his neighbors” (p 20)
Apparently civilized man falls short of the ideal
now and then “Sociologists assume that before the
mtroduction of marriage a condition of promis-
cmty existed” (p 21) Bemg a sociologist of sorts
mysed, I disown the soft impeachment, not even
Briffault maintains that anythmg approaching
promiscuity, strictly defined, can be found in the
record of any culture, taken as a whole “Peoples,
too, have an occult memory which we might, with
Semon, call the ‘collective mnemne’” (p 24) Un-
less a few blatant mystagogues are included among
the scientists, 1t can be said categomeally that no
reputable scientist—ethnologist, social psycholo-
gist, psychiatrist—accepts the fantastic theory
set forth above Bluntly stated, 1t 15 sheer bosh In
speaking of birth contrel, our oracle guards him-
self aganst attack on the_basis of any smgle
phrase, but the net conclusion to be denived from
his lucubrations on the subject 15 that birth con-
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trol 1s highly uncertam — “pregnancy will come
about 1n spite of the measures employed” (p 152)
—and that the couple therefore “stands face to
face with the weighty decision, whether to have an
abortion performed or to resign themselves to the
situation” (p 152) How often have we been con-
fronted with the asimmne practice of discussing
birth control and abortion in the same breath!

These are harsh words In justification, we close
with & quotation that reveals the delicacy of the
author’s sentiments and the profundity of his psy-
chological nsight

“When I was learning to drive, I was continu-
ally forced to reflect on woman’s resemblance to
an automobile There are countless tricks and nice-
ties to be learned And how difficult the beginning
My imstructor prescribed the speeds, drew the
brake when I failed to do so at the proper time,
blew the horn, turned the steering wheel-—and from
him I copied the fine points

“But 1n love there 15 no instructor Each hus-
band must try to get through with his car, alone
The one will spoil everything at the very start,
and must contmnually go mnto neutral, another
never knows when to draw the brake, a third drives
too fast What wonder if the car skids and the
driver 1s hurled out of his seat? (p 40)

And what wonder if reviewers wax discourteous?
Good books on this subject are badly needed, but
they must be good books One volume by a Van de
Velde or a Bloch 1s worth a truckload of psycho-
analytic peurihities

Howarp Becker

OUR PROPHETS, Essays oNn AweELL, INgE,
Seaw, WELLs, Russery, Lupovicy, by R B
Kerr Published by the author, Croyden, Eng-
land 1s

ORTUNATELY this httle book, less than one
hundred pages mn length, can be read at one
sitting, for it 1s so fascmating one cannot lay 1t
aside It contains appreciations of Norman Angell,
Dean Inge, Bernard Shaw, H G Wells, Bertrand
Russell and Anthony M Ludowiel, and the author
15 to be congratulated on his success m compress-
ing so much valuable material mnto so small a
compass
Dean Inge, in discussing transmissible tamnts,
says “Prof Karl Pearson gives a pedigree of 1n-
herited cataract A blind woman had two daughters
blind at forty Of her five grandchildren only one
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escaped, the other four were blind at thirty Of her
fifteen great-grandchildren, who can be traced,
twenty were already of feeble sight at seven and
some lost the sight of both eyes A pedigree of deaf
mutism drawn by the same author shows twenty-
two cases in three generations In this family there
were four marriages between two deaf mutes with
the disastrous results which were to be expected
In one workhouse sixteen feeble-minded women had
116 1diot children The conclusion is 1nevitable
Persons with a defimte transmissible taint cught
not to be allowed to procreate Many high-minded
men and women already accept this duty and act
upon 1t, the reckless must be restrammed by the
state ”

Mr Kerr adds that sterihization now offers a
simple solution and calls attention to the fact that
Dean Inge 1s a strong advocate of birth control,
from the point of view that i1t will imit the num-
ber and improve the quality of the race He credits
Dean Inge with having helped the birth control
movement more than any other single individual

Bertrand Russell scores the late age at which
marriage 1s consummated today—the average age
1s over 27 for men and nearly 26 for women He
says “Nature has fixed puberty as the age of
sexual matunty and nature’s decree 1s strictly fol-
lowed by all ammals and by the colored races of
men To defy nature 1n such a matter 1s to invite
an explosion ” Early marriage plus scientific birth
contrel information would seem to be the solution

According to H G Wells, all people might en-
Jjoy the comforts as well as the necessities of lhife 1f
we had rigid control of population World peace
and world economec control are also indicated

Read Our Prophets It 1s worthwhile

Mogris LYCHENHEIM

EX-PRIEST AND THE RIDDLE OF RELIG-
ION, by L H Lehmann, STL Agora Pub-

lishing Company, Flushing, New York 1932
$2 50

HE present reviewer admits to a certain ms-

gving as he sat down to review this book, Ex-
priest and the Riuddle of Rehgion, by L H
Lehmann, S T' L, recently a priest of the Roman
Catholic Church He expected a torrential out-
pouring of vituperation, the naturally dammed up
venom of many years of repression i the Roman
priesthood But, to his surprise, he found here a
man, not only scholarly 1n his attainments, but keen
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and vigorous in his insights No one can read this
book without realizing that the author knows ex-
actly what he 1s talking about, and can put his
facts mto plamn English Born and brought up n
Ireland, within the portals of the Roman Church,
he studied for 1ts priesthood in Rome Yivid are
the pictures he paints of life there as a budding
priest He knows the strong points of the old
Mother Church of all the Christian branches He
knows her weaknesses, or rather the way in which
she, through her knowledge of human weaknesses,
builds her huge orgamzation and holds her mem-
bers to an old world attitude toward hfe

This 15 certainly clear in the chapter on “Ro-
manism and Sex,” which will be of great interest
to readers of the Birre Contror REeview Dr
Lehmann 1s well aware of the terrible consequences
and harm that come to individuals from the sup-
pression of this God given urge of sex He reveals
the morbidity into which this sex attitude brings
the young candidates for the Catholic priesthood
with cold scientific precision, and shows how, with
proper understanding and direction, a healthy sex
attitude could just as easily be developed

Dr Lehmann’s analysis of how the Roman Cath-
olic Church simply carries on the legal conception
of hfe in ancient Rome, his understanding of the
fact that the whole Roman system hangs together
like some mediaeval tower that would tumble, were
one stone removed, together with his grasp of
philosophic and scientific problems n this twen-
tieth century combine to make this a book that
thinking people cannot afford to miss

GEORGE MAYCHIN STOCKDALE

Books Received

Love anp Sex EmoTions, by Willlam J Fielding
Dodd, Mead Company, N Y $2 50

MarerNity Hanprooxk, by the Matermty Center
Association, New York G P Putnam’s Sons,
N Y 3100

Tue AvraorizED LiFe oF Mare C Stopes, by
Aylmer Maude Williams and Norgate, Lid,
England 5/ net

Tue Noemany ReconsTrucTioN Prax, by Fred-
rik Norman Alexis Dufour, Paris $1 00

Tae STorY oF SEX, by Helena Wright, MB,B S
Vanguard Press, N ¥ $2 00

Way Marzriace? by 8 L Katzoff, MD,LLB
The Inststute of Domestwc Relations, San Fran-
c1sco, Calif $1 00
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Maternal Health Center, Newark, N. J.

Exzcerpt from “Maternal Health and Contracep-
tion, A Study of the Soctal Data of 2,000 Patients
from the Maternal Health Center,” by Hannah
M Stone, M D and Henrette Hart This 13 the
second a seres of detaded reports on climcs pre-
sented by the REvVIEW

HE Maternal Health Center of New Jersey

was maugurated by the New Jersey Birth
Control League This league was organized i 1927
by a group of representative New Jersey women
for the purpose of promoting birth control activi-
ties 1n the State of New Jersey From the very out-
set the League realized that the most concrete form
its work could take would be the establishment of
a center 1n New Jersey, where birth control infor-
mation could be made available to women who would
be entitled to receive 1t under the existing legal
statutes

GROWTH AND MAINTENANCE OF THE CLINIC

The Maternal Health Center has grown steadily
during the four years of 1ts existence This 15 well
llustrated in the summary below, which gives the
number of patients, of visits and of sessions for
each of the four years

The cost of maintaiming a contraceptive chme
will depend upon the location and type of chinic, the
amount of volunteer assistance obtainable, the ex-
tent of follow-up work, and other factors The
average cost per patient will vary of course with
the number of patients and will naturally be high-
er during the imtial period of the chime’s activities

st Second Thiwrd Fourth

Year Yoar Year Year
New Patients 510 800 1,300 1,729
Visits 923 1,780 8,203 3,801
Clinic Sessions 99 176 214 308
Cost per patient $1616 $1250 $1000 $8.28

SOURCE OF PATIENTS

From what sources was the chentele of the Cen-
ter obtained? This question 1s of considerable 1m-
portance mn deciding upon the need of a birth
control chime and 1n judging the reaction and re-
sponse of the commumty to the service 1t 1s render-
ing Every patient applying for advice was asked
by whom she was referred and this was noted on
her chart Table I gives a summary of the sources
of reference of the patients

TABLE 1
Sources of Reference
Number

Source of Patients Perceni
Hospitals 175 88
Clinics 183 92
Physicians 366 188
Board of Health 20 10
Social Agencies, Nurses 344 17.2
Patients 432 216
Friends 346 173
N Y Chlinic or League 88 44
Lectures, Literature 41 20
No Record 5 2

Total 2000 1000

It will be seen that more than one-half of the
patients 1n this series were referred by physicians,
hospitals, clinies and social service agencies Ob-
viously, then, the Center fills a very definite hiatus
in the medical care of the commumty We may
expect that ultimately the various hospitals and
public health imstitutions will provide contracep-
tive services for those in need of this advice Until
that time, however, 1t 1s clear that the extramural
climic has a definite function and place n the com-
mumty

RELIGION

In view of the fact that the attitudes of the sev-
eral different rehgious bodies towards the question
of birth control are at great vamance, it will be
of interest to note the rehgious affilations of the
patients who applied for advice It was deemed ad-
visable to include a record of the patient’s religion
on her chart because of 1ts social sigmficance and
because 1t was felt that the rehgious belief of a
woman may have some bearing upon her reproduec-
tive history and upon her reactions and attitudes
towards the use of the contraceptive prescribed
Table IT summarizes the religious affiliations of the
2,000 patients in this series

TABLE 11
Rehgious Affilations
Number

Religion of Patients  Percent
Protestant 1,077 538
Catholic 574 28%
Jewish 332 166
Other 4 2
None 6 3
No Record 7 4

Total 2,000 1000
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To what extent these figures coincide with the
general distribution of religious preferences in the
city of Newark and surrounding commumties 1t 1s
difficult to state The figures obtamnable from the
Umted States Census Bureau cover orly 62% of
the Newark population, and do not present a suf-
ficient basis for an adequate comparison

REPRODUCTIVE STATUS

The reproductive histories of the patients rep-
resented 1n this study constitute a very interesting
chapter n the analysis The data recorded on the
chnical histories offer many illuminating figures
concerning the social and biological aspects of hu-
man fertility

The total number of pregnancies of the women
i this series was 8,814, an average of 42 preg-
nancies per patient Only 30 patients had never
been pregnant at the time they applied for ad-
vice

The distribution of the pregnancies as shown m
Table VII 1s of particular interest They ranged
from one to as many as twenty per patient Over
85% of the patients had had two or more preg-
nancies, and nearly 50% had had four or more each
at the trme they came for consultation This again
mdicates that the average woman who received
treatment at the Center was well advanced in her
reproductive Life

TABLE VII
Dustribution of Pregnancies
No of No of No of No of

Pregnancres Patients  Pregnancies Patrents
None 80 Eleven 31
One 268 Twelve 25
Two 382 Thirteen 13
Three 344 Fourteen 7
‘Four 272 Faifteen 3
Five 184 Sixteen 2
Six 149  Seventeen 5
Seven 93 Eighteen 1
Eaight 89 Nimeteen 0
Nine 58 Twenty 1
‘Ten 86 No record 12
Total 2,000

Total number of Pregnancies 8,314

Average number of Pregnancies 42

From the pomnt of view of the relation of con-
traception to maternal health and maternal wel-
fare, one of the most important ponts to determine
15—how many of the pregnancies that are imtiated
actually come to term and result in hive offspring
Our data on this pont show that of the 8,814 preg-
nancies, 6,537 or 78 6% came to term, while the
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remaimng 1,777 or 21 4% termnated prematurely
etther 1n mscarriages or abortions The ratio,
therefore, of miscarriage and abortions to preg-
nanctes 1n this group was 1 to 4 7, and the ratio to
confinements 1 to 37

PLANNED AND UNPLANNED PREGNANCIES

From a social, as well as from a medical pomnt
of view, one of the most valuable results of ade-
quate contraceptive knowledge 1s the conscious
control 1t gives to the woman or to the couple to
plan pregnancies and to space the births of their
children It 1s obvious that without the use of con-
traceptive measures constructive planning for the
coming of children cannot take place along with
a normal marital relationship, and many unwanted
pregnancies are bound to occur It must be em-
phasized, however, that the term unwanted preg-
nancy merely imphes that the woman did not plan
for 1t or desire 1t at the time 1t occurred, 1t does
not mean that she mght not have planned ore or
wanted one six months or a year or so later The
mere fact that so many artificial interruptions of
pregnancies are resorted to indicates 1n itself that
a large number of pregnancies are distinctly un-
wanted and accidental The larger number of unin-
tentional pregnancies, however, are not interrupted
but are permitted to go to full term, even though
it may sometimes mean a hazard to the mother or
a serrous encroachment on the resources of the
family

Could 1t be determined with any degree of ac-
curacy how many of the pregnancies that ordinar-
ily take place are really intentional and how many
are merely the result of a casual sexual relation-
ship 1 marrage, and hence unplanned for and
often unwanted? It was with this object 1n view
that a place was provided on our revised history
chart for recording the number of pregnancies
which were 1ntentional and the number which were
unintentional We have summanzed 1,000 records
on this pomnt, although not all of these 1,000 his-
tories fall within the series of this report

These patients were asked in detail concerning
the history of their indimidual pregnancies Par-
ticular emphasis was placed upon the question as
to how many of these were intentional and how
many unmtentional It was realized, of course, that
1t 15 often difficult for a patient to reveal the -
timate details of her life in this respect Often she
will consciously distort or omit some pertinent
point, and then again, with the passing of years,
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she will herself have forgotten some of the facts
involved 1n a particular pregnancy Nevertheless
an attempt was made to go into this question with
the patient as thoroughly and as tactfully as pos-
sible, and we believe that the data gathered repre-
sent a fairly accurate cross-section of the repro-
ductive hife of at least these 1,000 women

The total number of pregnancies of these 1,000
women was 4,290 Concerning 247 of the pregnan-
cies, no data could be obtained, as the patients
refused or were unable to give the necessary infor-
mation Of the 4,043 remaining, 1,144 or 26 6%
were recorded as intentional or planned pregnan-
cies, and 2,899 or 67 6% as unintentional or ac-
cidental pregnancies

TABLE XIV

Summary of Intentional and Unintentional
Pregnancies of 1000 Women

Total No of No of
Noof Noof Noof Inten Umntenl No
Patients Preg Preg Preg Preg Record

15 ] — — —
481 1-3 1,026 410 596 20
317 4-6 1,547 422 1,078 47
127 79 1,001 216 732 53
60 10-20 716 96 493 127
1,000 0-20 4,290 1,144 2,899 249
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An analysis of these figures according to the
number of pregnancies 1s given in Table XIV It
clearly indicates that the number of umintentional
or unwanted pregnancies increased as the total
number of pregnancies of the patient increased In
famihes of cne to three pregnancies the ratio of the
unintentional to the intentional was gbout 60 to
40, or 15 to 1 When the number of pregnancies
was seven or more, the ratio mcreased to approxi-
mately 80 to 20, or 4 to 1

For any number of therapeutic reasons, further
childbearing, temporarily at least, may become -
advisable for any woman Clearly, if she 1s to
contimue norma}l marital relations, she must resort
to some measures for the prevention of conception
The choice of a measure 1s primarily a medical
problem, and requires medical advice and guidance
Until the openming of the Maternal Health Center,
there was no chnic 1n New Jersey to which a
woman could apply for this information and treat-
ment The Maternal Health Center, by providing
these women with adequate medical care for the
control of conception, has met a very defimte need
n the health service of the communsty, and has con-
tmbuted materally toward the preservation and
conservation of maternal health

RELIGION AND REPRODUCTION

Does the rehigious affiltation of a woman affect her reproductive history? The data contained n our
records throw some light upon this interesting question

TABLE XI
Analysis of Reproductyoe Data, According to Relgwus AFlations

Protestant

No %
Total Number of Patients 1,000 545
Pregnancies Came to Term 3,336 786
Laving Children 2,985 708
Dead Children 301 71
Shill Born 50 12
Pregnancies Termmnated Prematursly 906 214
Spontaneous 376 89
Therapeutic 47 11
Physician 167 39
Midwife 73 117
Self-Induced 243 58
Total 4,242 1000

Jewunsh Cathohe Total*

No % No % No T
330 165 873 287 2,000 1000
869 708 2,347 826 6,563 786
809 668 2,104 740 5,908 709
39 33 214 75 554 66
21 17 29 11 100 12
359 292 495 154 1,177 21 4
80 65 264 93 724 85
25 19 13 b 85 11
145 119 59 21 384 46
16 1.3 32 11 121 15
93 76 127 44 463 56
1,228 1000 2,842 1000 8,340+ 1000

+The total also includes 11 children 4 spontaneous and 13 abortions performed by physicians among the women of no religicus afilia

tions or whose afiliation was pot recorded

1The difference between this figure and the total number of pregnancies is due to 26 twin births
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News Notes

UNITED STATES

HE National Commttee on Federal Legisla-

tion for Birth Control has once more estab-
lished headquarters 1n Washington in the Metho-
dist Building, Room 809, 100 Maryland Avenue,
N E, Washington, D C Work has already been
started to capitalize the great progress made
durmg the last session of Congress The first ob-
jective will be to obtan a favorable report from
the sub-committee of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee before which the Hatfield Bill S-4436 1s still
pending The major effort will be made to have
this bill passed by the Senate before the coming
March The work mn the House of Representatives
will also be continued The time seems more propit-
10us than ever before to obtamn real and lasting
results

pELAWARE The Birth Control League of Dela-
ware, at 1ts annual meeting, elected
officers for the coming year as follows president,
Mrs Wilham S Bergland, treasurer, Mrs Har-
old G Trons, secretary, Mrs Edwin H Thomas,
chairman of the clime committee, Mrs George
Elhott, Jr
Mrs F Robertson Jones met with the board of
directors and others active 1n the league at a lunch-
eon n Wilmington on November 29th Plans for
the coming winter and for closer cooperation be-
tween the local and the national league were dis-
cussed

~EW JERSEY Mis Dwight Morrow was hostess at
a tea given by the Englewood Com-

mittee early in November, for the benefit of the
Maternal Health Center David Morton of Am-
herst College gave readings from his own and con-
temporary poetry to two hundred guests

A house warming at the headquarters of the New
Jersey Birth Control League, 42 Park Place, New-
ark, was held on November 8th Mrs Margaret
Sanger and Dr Hannah Stone were the guests of
honor

Miss Henriette Hart, executive director of the
New Jersey Birth Control League, spoke over sta-
tion WEVD on Monday, November 21st on Pre-
judice and the Law

The New Jersey Birth Control League 1s or-
ganizing a speakers bureau Speakers equipped to
talk on birth control as well as clubs and meetings
wishing speakers should commumicate with Miss
Hart
nEw York  The first meeting of the New York
Federation for Birth Control was
held at the Hotel Onondaga, Syracuse, on Novem-
ber 29th The busmess session at eleven o’clock
was followed by a luncheon and a special meeting
for physicians in the afternoon Reverend J H
Applebee gave the address of welcome, Mrs George
C Barclay of New York, president of the Federa-
tion, discussed orgamzation plans At the lunch-
eon, Professor Henry Pratt Fairchild of New
York Umversity spoke on Dependency and Birth
Control, Mr Warren Winkelstein presided Mod-
ern Contraceptive Techmqgue was discussed by Dr
Eric M Matsner, medical director of the American
Birth Control League, at the special meeting for
physictans Dr Matsner was mtroduced by Dr E
S VanDuyn

Officers of the New York Federation for Birth
Control are president, Mrs George C Barclay,
New York City, vice-presidents, Mrs Chauncey
J Hamlin, Buffalo, and Mrs O’Donnell Iselin,
New York City, secretary, Mrs Frederic Crom-
well, New York City, treasurer, Mrs C Shelby
Carter, New York City, board of directors, Dr
James A Corscaden, Dr Richard N Pierson, Mrs
DeWitt B Macomher, Mrs Dexter Perkins, Dr
Gertrude McCann, Mrs Isaac Adler, Mrs Allan
Stebbins, Mrs Charles W Weis, Jr , Mrs Thomas
S Lamont, Mrs Mary C Draper, Mrs Laurence
G Payson, Mrs F Huntington Babcock

Patrons of the Syracuse meeting were

Mrs Frederick R Hazard, Mrs Wilham F
Canough, Mrs Jerome D Barnum, Mrs Claude A
Du.al, Mrs Horace A Eatorn, Mrs Harold Stone
Dr E S VanDuyn, Dr Nathan L. Sears, Dr T
H Halsted, Dr H Burton Doust, Dr N R
Chambers, Dr Albert A Getman, Dr George M
Retan, Rev Bernard C Clausen, Rev Ray Free-
man Jenney, Rev W Waldemar W Argow, Mrs
Donald 8 McChesney, Mrs R S Burlingame,
Mrs Martm H Knapp, Mrs Harold Edwards,




DeEceEMeER, 1932

Mrs Winthrop Pennock, Mrs Moses Winkelsten,
Mrs Alexander Mason, Mrs O Howard Cobb,
Mrs Dawid L. Lipsky, Mrs Lieber E Whittic,
Professor Thomas W Crafer, Professor Herbert
A Shenton, Professor Wilhlam M Smallwooed, Mr
Warren Winkelstemn, Dean Paul Shipman An-
drews

PENNSYLVANIA The Pennsylvama Birth Control
Federation and the Southeast
Pennsylvama Birth Control League held a joint
annual meeting and election of officers, followed
by a luncheon at the Warwick Hotel, Philadelphia,
on November 30th Dr Lovett Dewees presided at
the morning meeting Regret was expressed that
he was retiring as president although he remains on
the board as a vice-president and chairman of the
doctors’ committee Dr Stuart Mudd succeeds Dr
Dewees as president of the state federation and
Dr Joseph Stokes, Jr continues as pres:dent of
the Southeast Pennsylvama Birth Control League
Reports were given from the varous leagues and
chnics throughout the state Mrs A C Martin,
executive director, gave a most interesting report
of the year’s activities including an extensive trip
through the state this fall, and stated that the
sentiment for establhishing climes had increased
phenomenally

The business meeting was 1mmediately followed
by a luncheon The program committee, in response
to an ever-mcreasing interest 1n sterihization, felt
that the time was ripe to give our members the op-
portunmity of hearing of the need for sterilization
in this state and how 1t 1s being met The newly
elected president, Dr Stuart Mudd, presided at
the luncheon and 1n his address upon the Future
Trend of the Eugemc Movement stressed the
growing importance of steriization of the unfit as
a means toward human betterment Dr W A
Whitney, chief physician of the Elwyn Trammg
School for the Feeble Minded, also spoke on this
subject Mrs F Robertson Jones, president of
the American Birth Control League, spoke on the
Natiwonal Aspects of the Burth Control Movement
Mrs Emily B H Mudd, counselor of the Phila-
delphia Marriage Counsel, presented a survey she
had made of some of the more important European
clinics

Mes Georce A Dunnmne, Sec’y
Penna Birth Control Federation
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The Rhode Island Birth Control
League held 1ts annual meeting on
November 3rd, at the clinie, 163 North Main St,
Providence Mrs Henry Salemon, president, re-
ported that the steady increase of patients neces-
sitated the opening of the chinic office every day but
Saturday from 9 30 AM to 4 30 PM for ap-
pointments, leaving the original consultation hours
the same on Thursday and Friday from 10 30 A M
to 12 30 P M Public response to the climc has far
exceeded the expectation of the Committee on Con-
traceptive Advice

Reports from all committees were read and ac-
cepted Officers for the coming year were clected
as follows president, Mrs Henry Salomon, vice-
presidents, Mrs Ashbel T Wall, Jr, Mrs A Liv-
mgston Kelley, Mrs Robert H Whitmarsh,
treasurer, Mrs Raymond Ostby, assistant treas-
urer, Mrs Thomas K Chaffee, directors, Dr Paul
Appleton, Mrs Latimer W Ballou, Dr Edward S
Brackett, Mrs William Adams Brown, Mrs Fred-
erick C Brown, Dr Bertram H Buxton, Mrs
Harold Cohen, Mrs Leonard Colt, Mrs Harold
P Corson, Mrs Thomas A Francis, Mrs Hovey
T Freeman, Miss Esther T Green, S8 Foster
Hunt, Mrs Robert L Knight, Rev Wm Appleton
Lawrence, Mrs Norman A MacColl, Mrs Frank
C MacCardell, Mrs C Gordon MaclLeod, Mrs
Charles C Marshall, Mrs M Foster Peck, Mrs
Mauran S Pearce, Mrs Alfred KX Potter, Mrs
Arthur H Ruggles, Mrs Eric Stone, Dr Erc
Stone, Mrs Henry A Whitmarsh, Dr Robert H
Whitmarsh

Beginmng with two meetings held on November
2nd, 1n Providence and Westerly, the League plans
to run a series of informal talks to groups of from
15 to 75 people n private houses, clubs and parish-
rooms throughout the state It is planned to hold
at least two meetings a month from now until
April Mrs C Gordon MacLeod and her assist-
ants will be the speakers and will talk on the history
of birth centrol, its present world status, its value
as a welfare measure

The complete orgamzation of the state will be
undertaken through 1its five counties, Providence,
Newport, Washington, Bristol and Kent Provi-
dence 15 already the headquarters of the League
The other counties will have committees 1n each
prncipal town, the chairmen of these committees
will automatically become members of the Board
of Directors of the League, while the secretaries
will serve on the general Membership Committee

RHODE ISLAND
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American Birth Control
League
152 Madison Ave, N. Y. C.

Affilated State Orgamzations

Coxwecricor Bmru CoxtrorL Leaaur
79 Trumbull Street New Haven

Dr A N Creadick, Preswdent

Mrs E B Reed, Seerelary

Deraware Bizra Conrtror LeEscUE
1019 Pine Street Wilmington

Mrs Wilhem § Bergland, Chawrman

Mrs George A Eliot, Jr, Secretary

Inrivos Birre ControL LEAGUE
208 N Wabash Avenue, Chicago
Mrs Benjamin Carpenter, Presudent
Mrs Effie Jeanne Lyon, Evecutive Secretary

Inpiana Bmra Contror Leacue
4205 Washington Blvd Indianapolis
Mr» Lee Burns, President

Mrs ‘Theodore B Griffiths, Secretary

Maine Bmra ConrroL LEAGUE
Cape Elizabeth Portland
Mrs Deane Small, President

Bmra CorTteor Lracue or MassacuHuseTTs
18 Joy Street, Boston
Mrs Oakes Ames, Pressdent
Miss Caroline L. Carter, Exocutive Secretary

Bmra ConTtroL LEAGUE oF MicHIGAN
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TENNESSEE A birth control climcal service has
been opened 1n Nashville, under the direction of
Susie D Kirtland Sessions are held every week
day, and the chnic 1s financed by voluntary con-
tributions

ENGLAND

THE annual general meeting of the Society for
Constructive Birth Control was held 1n Lon-
don on October 25th The annual report noted a
remarkably busy year, especially in the increased
attendance at the climes Dr Mare Stopes, who
presided, was re-elected president and most of the
other officers remain as before, Lord Marley being
added to the hist of vice-presidents, and Mr Rich-
ard Acland to the executive committee The main
paper of the meeting was on Birth Control and
Political Economy by Captamn Pitt-Rivers and
was read by Mrs Pitt-Rivers i his absence The
audience was representative of all classes and
many countries, including three American visitors

The British Section of the World League for
Sexual Reform held a meeting on the general sub-
ject of The Laws Concermng Abortion at the
London School of Hygiene, November 3rd The
speakers were Mme Berty Albrecht, Paris, Miss
Stella Browne, Mrs Janet Chance, Mrs Dora
Russell and Dr Norman Haire

THE process of human childbirth 1s commonly

pronounced to be a natural, harmless function,
but accoucheurs know that, while this may have
been the original ntention of nature, the modern
woman can seldom be brought through the ordeal
without some physical damage to her body, that
often she cannot be got through alive, and that
frequently the shock to her nervous system leaves
permanent injury The pams of labor may be
natural, but are they physiologic? Are they harm-
less? Everywhere else in the human orgamsm, pain
15 a symptom of disease At any rate the modern
woman cannot stand pain It leaves its mark, and
therefore 1t 15 the bounden duty of the obstetrician
to reduce the suffering as much as possible within
the himits of safety of mother and child

Dr Joesrr B DE Lee
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Letters

ERRORS CORRECTED

To THE Eprror

I have read with great interest the article mn
the November 1ssue entitled, The Legal Status of
Contraception, by Lowise Stevens Bryant I no-
ticed, however, several errors in fact, which I felt
should be called to your attention On page 263
Dr Bryant says, “Only the Umted States Postal
Law prohibits the giving of information as to how
conception may be prevented and this refers to its
transmission by mail (See USC 334, Title 18,
Ch 8),” and then she goes on to say, “No other
law, national or state, mentions this » Ths
statement 1s not accurate in that not only 1s there
another section of the Criminal Code (U S C 396,
Title 18, Ch 9), which refers specifically to con-
traception by prohibiting both mformation and
supplies from transportation by common carrers
and express, but also section 305 (a) of the Tanff
Act of 1930 prohibits the importation into the
country of contraceptive supphes

Dr Bryant makes a statement m this same
paragraph, “Oral advice i1s not specifically pro-
hibited anywhere  * In seven states the giving of
oral information “stating when, where, how, or of
whom, or by what means any of the articles or
things heremnbefore mentioned, (refers to articles
for prevention of conception) can be purchased or
otherwise obtained or are manufactured or pub-
Iished,” 1s prohibited It is true that m five of
these states, medical exceptions exempt physicians
from the law, but 1 two states where the Statute
reads as quoted, namely, Mississipp1 and Penngyl-
vania, there are no exceptions specified

In the tabulation on page 264, the District of
Columbia 1s histed as having no hmting Statute
This 18 ncorrect Sections 311 and 312 of the
Penal Laws refer to “any terntory within the
Jurisdiction of the Umted States” which of course
mcludes the District of Columbia This section
prohibits the sale or publication of any informa-
tion regarding prevention of conception and even
prohibits the possession of any article whatever
for the prevention of conception It 1s, 1n fact, the
strictest Statute on the subject that exists

Lastly, on page 265, 1t 1s stated that both Bills
which were mtroduced last year, HR 11082 and

S - 4436, were reported unfavorably It 1s true
that H R 11082 was reported unfavorably
However, this report was admttedly based on the
facts that the major provisions of the Bill did not
belong under the junsdiction of the Committee
reporting, and no report was made on the ments
of the Bill S-4436 1s still pending before the sub-
committee of the Senate Judiciary Commuttee, and
no report has yet been made either favorable or
unfavorable Action may still be taken on both Bills
unti] the short session adjourns on March 4th,
1933
I believe 1t 1s 1mportant to correct these inac-
curacies because there 1s already so much confus-
1on concerning the legal status of contraception
Indeed the more one studies the laws and therr
variatiens, the more obvious becomes the neces-
sity for some change and simplhfication
Avice H Pavacue, Exec Sec’y

Natwnal Commatice on Federal
Legselatron for Bwih Control

CLARIFIES THE SITUATION

To teEE EbpiToR

I want to comphment you and the Biztu Cox-
TROL REVIEW on obtaming and publishing such a
clear and ably thought out article as the one by
Dr Charles H Garvin on the “Negro Doctor’s
Task,” which you pubhshed in November I am
sure this article will do much to clanify the situa-
tion of many colored people with reference to the
subject 1n which you are so deeply interested

HerBErT J SELIGMANN,
Director of Publicity

Natwonal Assectation for the
Advancement of Colorsd People

THE PROVIDENT HOUSEHOLDEER PAYS

To THE EdITOR

How are we to carry out President Hoover’s
child welfare program? How are all children gong
to be given secure homes, moral and spiritual train-
ing, an education preparing them for life when
they arrive in famlies already economically over-
burdened and to parents wearied and hopeless with
the struggle? I see our poverty stricken Whites
and Negroes here in the South, iving m ther
tumble-down cabins swarming with children I feel
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encouraged as I read, “for every child the rght to
grow up 1n a famly with an adequate standard of
hving and the security of a stable income » For
surely President Hoover has some plan whereby
their iving standards may be raised, their children
warmly clothed for the commg winter, their sickly
bodies strengthened

Heaven will provide! Only 1n this case Heaven
seems to be the government (the ghbness with
which we use that word) and the government 1s
the tax-payer, and the tax-payer 1s none other
than the provident householder who through birth
control information, surreptitiously gleaned when
the government 1sn’t looking, regulates his family
according to his income These are the people who
must shoulder the burden and with ever-increasing
taxes pay for the ever-increasing horde of mser-
able, hungry, poverty-stricken little children

Magriz B CarxamaAN
Summerwmlle, S C

STUDY THE NEGRO BIRTH RATE

To tue EprTor

The Negro 1n America 1s not unlike other races
in that he has kept pace in developing a keener
appreciation for the finer things of life Notwith-
standing his primtive environment and his lack
of opportumty during his period of servitude, since
emancipation his development along cultural, eco-
nomic, and intellectual lines has been steady and
unwavering

With a broader field of operation, his interest
in the material things of life began to develop
Natural instincts aroused in him a desire for better
opportumties for his offspring With the advent
of each succeeding generation the desire has n-
creased to the extent that in the more favored
localities the standard of hving and educational
attainment of the Negro 1s on a par with other
races

On the other hand, the Negro’s opportumty to
earn and accumulate has not progressed in direct
proportion Emerging from hus period of servitude,
the Negio cntered upon his existence radically
changed 1 every respect Where once his mntrinsic
value as a slave constituted a tangible asset, under
the new arrangement he automatically assumed the
role of competitor—in that his labor and skill as
an artisan were thrown on the market in active
competition with other races The result was in-
evitable Being farthest down the scale economic-
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ally and socially, 1t was his lot as a race to be the
poorest paid, en)oy fewer opporumities, and to en-
dure the keenest of discrimination

Thus the equation 1s thrown out of balance The
changed status of the Negro has brought abeout
responsibilities that tax to the utmost his ability
to earn Avenues for gainful occupation are slow-
ly but surely closing against him Once large fam-
1lies were reared with comparative ease—but pres-
ent standards did not then obtain

With the family budget demoralized—with chil-
dren deprived of an opportunity to lve clean,
healtby, normal lves — poverty, illiteracy and
crime are mevitable It would, therefore, appear
that the proper control of the birth rate among
Negroes should be given greater consideration and
study than that of any other race

C C SrauvLping, Presudent,
North Carolina Mutual Iafe Insurance Co
Durham, N C

TOO VITAL TO DROP

Ta taE EpiTor

I had concluded to drop the League this year,
as one of several organizations to which I pay dues,
but your work 1s so vital that I am impelled to
stay, even at a sacrifice

D O Livevry, National Director,
China Famwne Rehef, U S A

HELPFUL HINTS

To TaE EpITOR

Your readers may be mterested in our “Sugges-
tions to Chairmen”

Clubs and Orgamzations to be approached for
Ready-Made Meetings Women’s Clubs, College
Women’s Clubs, League of Women Voters, Republi-
can Clubs, Business and Professional Women,
Council of Jewish Women, Church Groups, Parent-
Teachers Association, The Grange, Masons, East-
ern Stars, Service Clubs, (Kiwams, Rotary, Lions,
etc ), Jumor League, D AR, Colomal Dames,
Garden Clubs, Country Clubs, Bridge Clubs, Sew-
g Groups

Membership Cards and pencils should be passed
immediately after the Speaker refers to the voters
signatures at the end of his or her talk Ushers or
workers should collect as many signatures at that
psychological time as possible, as well as what a
person feels he or she can afford to give Be sure
and secure the signatures whether they can give or
not Coxwvecticur BirtE ConTROL LEAGUE
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A Medical View of Birth Control

By SAMUEL ROTHENBERG, M D

VERYONE 15 aware of the progress medical
science has made m the last half century,

especially 1n the prevention of disease Many dis-
eases such as typhotd have almost been eradicated
However, man still dies of smallpox—not to the
same degree as when this disease decimated whole
countries—but he does die and he shouldn’t The
means of prevention are at hand and readily acces-
sible to all mankind Diphtheria carries off 1ts vie-
tims year after year when as a matter of fact but
few should perish Malara and yellow fever show
a rather high death rate though the Panama Canal
was bult through an infested area with but com-
paratively few casualties Babes are allowed to
sicken and die from milk-borne and water-borne
diseases 1n spite of the fact that the methods of
prevention are very simple and effective All of
the above conditions, and many more, are readily
preventable We seem, however, to be careless con-
cerming the prevention of disease We are too much
the creatures of custom and superstition to accept
a change 1n our habits even at the cost of Iife itself
This applies especially to things medical where
old time tradition plays an important role It 1s
sad that so many lives are put i jeopardy because
of the neglect of simple rules of prevention

Just so, a great many babies are born, some
alive and some dead, which should never have seen
the hight of day Many mothers die during preg-
nancy and childbirth who should never have been
allowed to become pregnant The means of preven-
tion, simple and effective, are at hand, but are not
used often enough

When birth control 1s advocated laymen and
physicians often think that it i1s wholly a social
or economic measure But aside from such con-
siderations 1t has important medical aspects

There are many conditions where 1t may be
advisable that conception should not occur In a
considerable number of cases of pregnancy present-
ing abnormalities 1t 1s customary to do abortions
This operation, however, 1s fraught with much
danger as 1ts mortality and morbidity rate may be
very high Furthermore, abortion necessitates the
L llmg of an embryo, whereas birth control pre-
vents having one to kill

Every woman should have a periodical physical
examination, especially one contemplating mar-
riage, becanse of the possibihty of fertihization
In such cases a careful examination may reveal
much of importance In many women inequahties
in the pelvic dimensions (pelvic deformities) are
found All obstetricians recogmze the dangers of
such anatomical anomahes These deformities arise
from bone diseases (rickets), constitutional con-
ditions, or traumas Here the prevention of con-
ception by the commenly advised methods finds a
ready application It 1s a prophylactic measure
which should be adopted unless the mdmdual 1s
willing to accept a Caesarian section or other op-
erative procedure 1n order te have a baby

During pregnancy and labor the heart and kid-
neys have extra work to perform A normal heart
and many abnormal ones—when adequate physio-
logical compensation has been established—can
weather the storm very well But in the case of a
woman with a diseased or weakened heart or kid-
neys or both (for the conditions are often asso-
ciated) the stram upon these organs may be en-
tirely too great and cause much damage In such
cases, after examination by a physician there can
be no question of the efficacy of prevenception
The risk run by a woman with heart or kidney
disease 15 too hazardous to allow her to become
pregnant

It 15 a well-accepted fact, based on large ex-
perience, that pregnancy should not occur or con-
tinue 1n a tuberculous woman In fact, early abor-
tion is advised 1n such cases However, this opera-
tion often of itself has a deleterious effect upon
the patient It 1s far better that conception be
prevented There 1s no doubt that birth control
15 of the greatest value in the case of a tuberculous
woman

Drabetes 1s another disease in women of child-
bearing age that 1s badly influenced by pregnancy
and labor This 1s especially so 1 younger women
Control of conception should be exercised in dia-
betes

Syphilis and gonorrhoea present many problems
during pregnancy The physician 1s conscious of
the danger of infection of the child When gonor-
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rhoea 15 present 1n a woman, he realizes the danger
of secondary infection of the pelvic organs such
as the fallopian tubes and ovares and much can
be done to improve conditions if pregnancy does
occur, but until recovery from these diseases has
taken place there should be no pregnancy Itisa
simple matter to prevent conception until these
venereal diseases have been eradicated by thorough
treatment

Birth control can be profitably used in cases
where there has been a difficult previous labor with
disastrous results to mother or child or both, in
order to prevent a recurrence In such cases it
might be wise to consider sterhzation The same
may be true in forms of feeblemindedness The ex-
perience 1n Cahiforma and Michigan where sterl-
1zation 1s legahized and sanctioned under certain
conditions demonstrates the value of the positive
prevention of pregnancy by this method However,
although the operation 1s not considered dangerous
and the mortality rate from it 1s small, 1t finds
many objectors

Hereditary deafness, albimsm and refunfis pg-
mentosa oceur m & significant percentage of peo-
ple Steriization 1s sometimes advocated in such
cases But birth control 1s as effective and much
simpler if 1t can be successfully apphed

These are some of the instances where birth
control 1s of great value, there are many others
There has been much cnticism of the high mnfant
and maternal mortality rate in the United States
Certainly the death rate 1s entirely too high and
something should be done about 1t The proper
selechion of those who should have children, when,
and under what conditions of health or disease, to-
gether with good prenatal care can do much to

lessen the toll paid by the women whe bear our
children

Birth Control-aBalance Sheet
By RAY ERWIN BABER

HEN a meritorius 1dea once gets loose n

the world there 1s no recaliing 1t It heeds

not entreaty, and threats merely hasten 1ts course
A search down the pathways of time reveals the
starting place of many such 1deas, and a glance
about us today shows some of them still spreading
mexorably over the earth At times their advance
1> retarded by stubborn opposing customs, but
therr march 1s not stopped Thus has it been with
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democracy, power machinery, popular education,
the emancipation of women, and a host of other
rdeas that have forged to the front in the face of
powerful opposition These are now fixed in the
history of mankind’s thought, they can never be
recalled, but may be overcome How? Certainly not
by p1ejudice and hate—those sorry blunderers who
follow mmpotently i the wake of every advance—
but only by the substitution of an 1dea of greater
merit

Is birth control such an 1dea? Will it come to
rank among the great ideas of the world? Let us
he slow to answer It has honest friends who see 1ts
faults and honest foes who see 1ts merits, as well
as proponents and opponents so blinded by pre-
judice that they can see only one side of the ques-
tion Today birth control holds the spothght not
only of public attention, but of public concern, for
1t has mcalculable power for either social benefit or
harm Thus far 1s it friend or foe? Let us strike a
balance sheet and see how 1t stands on the ledger of
human welfare Then maybe we can judge 1t

* * -

Let us now see where we stand From the pomnt
of view of health there 1s hittle question The great
saving 1n maternal hfe and the vast benefits to
mental and physical health accrumng from volun-
tary parenthood far over-balance any injury to
those who still use condemned methods From the
social and economic standpoint the case 1s almost
as strong Birth control 1s not the one solution
of all economic problems, but it will do its full
share 1n the struggle with standard of living, un-
employment, child labor, and similar questions
The social loss resulting from some of the élite
stepping below the survival hne should not be
mimmized Both upper and lower classes need edu-
cating on the proper use of hirth control But to
leave the birth rate of the lower classes unduly high
accentuates the difficulty We need not birth selec-
tion mstead of birth control, but birth selection
and birth control In the moral and rehigious realm
emotion 15 hkely to befog vision But when con-
sidered 1ationally, birth control emerges as a moral
gamn Which 1s more immoral a lunited increase in
extramarital relations, or a mllion abortions a
year, the artifical hmtation of births, or the
ghastly toll of war caused by population pres-
sure, for a mother to use contraceptives, or let her
brood increase far beyond the hmit of her physical
or financial abihty? To those whose religion 1s
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physictan of Cincinnat

truly social there can be but one set of answers to
these questions

Berth control ws wneoitable It 15 not a theory to
be accepted or rejected in principle, but a fact al-
ready accepted in practice The question 1s not
whether man will use 1t, but how he will use 1t It
can no more be stopped than can the rising tide
For years this knowledge has been available to the
educated and the wealthy, but the ignorant and the
poor have been able to get Little reliable informa-
tion But the demand 1s increasing with an msist-
ence that will not be denied, coming now from all
parts of the world Commercral exploitation, caring
for nought but profit, menaces the social gams of
the movement Shall we turn to our physicians for
leadership, or put our trust in the specious claims
of mail order houses? Shall we rely on science or
quackery?

Here within man’s grasp 1s power immeasurable
How will he use 1t? He can close the gateway to
ife 1f he will, and sit in darkness awaiting the end
Will he thus destroy himself? Not so long as hife
1s worth Iiving Such action would give the he to
his resolute upward march from the very dawn of
mtelhgence Another course seems more probable
He may guard the sacred gate, admitting only
those for whom a birthright 1s waiting Such would
male possible & new physical and spiritual stature,
and would grant humamty what would constitute a
new charter of freedom

From Tur Forum, November, 1932
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Unless the medical profession, particularly those
engaged w public health work, and the wolunteer
and offrcral health and welfare agencies concentrate
on and actwvely engage w a eugemcal program of
birth control and sterilization, it 15 snemitable that
a larger and larger proportion of the population
will contarn more and more dysgemc elements

Thas 13 a condstion and not o theory, 1t 13 some-
thing which 13 the concern of every thinkwng civie-
zen Lyp1a ALreN DE Viueiss, M D
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POQPULATION INCREASE IN THE
TWENTY-FIVE LARGEST CITIES

1930 Cexsvus REPORT
Total per cent

City Population increass Whatle Negro
New York 233 207 1149
Chicago 250 20 4 11837
Philadelphia 70 24 63 6
Detroit 579 513 194 0
Cleveland 130 85 108 7
St Lous 63 35 340
Boston 4 4 39 258
Baltimore 97 59 312
Parttsburgh 138 116 457
Los Angeles 1147 96 3 1497
Buffalo 131 113 2007
‘Ban Francisco 252 21 4 5715
Milwaukee 26 5 251 2365
Washmgton, D C _ 113 83 201
Newark 67 14 1290
Cincinnati 12 4 86 590
New Orleans 185 14 6 28 4
Minneapohs 220 221 63
Kansas City, Mo 23 2 219 256
Seattle 159 159 141
Indianapohs 159 14 5 26 8
Jersey City 62 48 572
Rochester, N Y 109 106 697
Portland, Oregon 169 171 02
Denver 122 93 186

Sociologists and Birth Control
By HANNIBAL G DUNCAN

OW do sociologists regard birth control?

Judged on the basis of sixty-five textbooks
examined, we can say that they have generally
1gnored 1t An examination of eighteen texts in
principles of sociology shows that fourteen do not
mention 1t 10 their indexes, one devotes about a
page to 1t, and three attempt to discuss 1t Pro-
fessor F H Hankins 1s responsible for the treat-
ment 1n two of these — An Introduction to the
Study of Society and An Introduction to Soceol-
ogy, by Davis, Barnes and others, and the writer
m his Backgrounds for Sociology for the other
No mention 1s made of birth control in the twelve
books on social psychelogy, the eight on education-
al sociology, or the six in social work Two of the
nine dealing with social problems, two of the six
devoted to rural sociology, and one of the three 1n
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social theory mention the subject, but none actual-
ly discuss 1t On the other hand, all three books
on population problems consider it

It appears to the writer that there may be four
reasons for this omission Classified according to
mcreasing i1mportance these are first, many
teachers of sociology have graduated from the
pulpit and some have brought with them a theo-
logical distaste for the subject Second, a small
group appear to appreciate the mmportance of
birth control m social relationships, but feel that
it 1s not within their field Third, birth control,
rightly or wrongly, has been highly seasoned with
propaganda Sociologists are still smarting under
the accusation that their subject 1s unscientific
Consequently, stnving to be saentific themselves,
they have shunned subjects that savor of propa-
ganda, and have hesitated to align themselves with
movements which might cause them to be regarded
as promoters or propagandists Fourth, the mores
of the masses have been agamst a discussion of
birth control, and many sociologists have hesitated
to discuss 1t for fear of losing their positions

It appears to the writer that the sociologists
will ultimately be forced to recogmze the birth
control movement, regardless of their past atti-
tudes Brrth control has crept into a great many
more phases of social relationships than the so-
ciologists have apparently been wilhing to admit
Lawyers have wrangled over the subject of ob-
scene literature which Anthony Comstock confused
with birth control, and both Protestant and Catho-
he groups have studied birth control as it has
pushed through our custom-crushed institutions
Birth control has lost much of the propagandist
quality which characterizes many new movements,
has gathered to 1tself some outstanding leaders of
remarkable ability in different walks of life, and
has taken its place in the foreground to such an
extent that many of the old social forces are dis-
turbed and confused How, then, can the sociolo-
gists 1gnore 1t?

Statisticians may collect data on the mcrease
and decrease of population, number of poor and
wealthy, paupers, married, children per famly,
criminals, and the hke, but when 1t comes to in-
terpreting this data, the sociologists are forced
to take birth control into account There 1s an
economic basis to most of these problems Special-
1sts 1n population have followed the economsts
more than the sociclogists 1 utihzing birth con-
trol in interpreting their data
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