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Editorial

HE INTEREST Shown in irth control at the

National Conference of Social Work,
June 14-20, 1s an idication o the steady
progress of the movement Barth control 1s
no longer an outcast, an eager-eyed sup-
phant, a timid newcomer When the forces
o socia betterment take counell together, it
has its appointed place, 1t 1s recogmzed asan
instrument Of preventive medicine, of pre-
ventive social work, and of race betterment
Meetings arranged by the American Birth
Control League were filled to overflowing
and well reported by the press W e print in
this 1ssue Robert W Kelso's address De-
I%endency a d Bzrth Control, and Dr Ehas

Lyon’s address | sBzrth Control Eugenac?
| n addition to these, George Packard, Chi-
cago attorney, spoke on Berth Control — Isl t
Legal?, Reverend David Bryn-Jones, of the
Mimneapolis Trmty Baptist Church, on
Btrth Control, Isl t Mora?, andDr E E
Minnich, of the Umiversity of Minnesota, on
Bzology and Bzrth Control Excerpts from
these speeches, as well as detailsdf the meet-
ing on climieal servace will appear m the Aug-
ust and September 1ssues of the REview Dis-
cussion of blrth control, however, was by no
means confined to special sessions |t per-
meated the conference, and rightly so, for i1t
touches many sides o hfe ToO cite one -
stance, Dr John W Elhott, director of So-
caal Education for the Amencan Baptist
Publication Society, speaking before the
Church Conference on Social Work, de-
clared that "the dissemination of blrth con-
trol knowledgeis now general, and soon will
be universal ” H e recommended that “social
leaders, both in the churchesand out should
cooperate in providing education for the
wise use o birth control knowledge”

SJCH EspousaL Of blrth control 1s hearten-
ing |t indicates a trend which cannot
be dented, 1t offsets the disappomtment felt
by all Interested in birth control, when the
Presbyterian Commisston on Marrnage and
Divorce ehminated the seetion on blrth con-
trol from their report to the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, meeting

m Pittsburgh on June 2nd The deleted sec-
tion read as follows

" Earnest Chmstian people are asking for the
church's guirdance on the subject of brrth control
This subject demands attention today as never
before Economic conditions and a worthy stand-
ard of hving, clearly makest wrong to bring chil-
dren imte the world without adequate provision
for their nurture and proper consideration for
the health of the mother

" The Christian conception of sex clothes the
relationship between husband and wife with a spir-
itual sigmficance, sanctifying marriage as a di-
vine mstitution Moral control 1s the bas:c essential
to a worthy experience Of a marnage relation

"In expressing 1ts judgment on this subject,
the church 1n no sense modifies 1ts condemnation
of sex relations outside of marrage

" Twomethodsar e possible 1z securing blrth con-
trol Thefirst 1s continence The second 1s the use
of contraceptives When this method 1s adopted in
seeking the worthy objectives stated above, it
should only be m fidehty to the highest spiritual
ideals of the Chnstian home®

This scemssimilar m intention tothe Lam-
beth Conference resolution, adopted by the
Episcopal Church, and sufficiently mild Its
withdrawal was largely a matter o polcy,
because, 1t wasfelt, the time was not yet ripe
for an open discussion and vote on the sub-
ject Reports of the attitude of various de-
nominations and localities toward the recent
pronouncement o the Federal Council o
Churches show interest mingling with timd-
ity, and asensed theimportance of a umted
front The General Assembly d the Presby-
terian Church voted to remamn within the
Council, and approprated $18,000 to 1t, but
it passed a motion offered by the Reverend
Mark L Matthews, pastor of the largest
Presbyterian church in the country, in Seat-
tle, that ""the Couneil be instructed to hold
its peace on questions of delicacy, morahty
and mtegrity, until we have an opportumty
to talk them over ™

Without doubt, this motion expresses the
mner meanmg o the Commssion’s action 1in
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withdrawing the birth control section from
its report—the churches are aware of the
birth control problem, but they need time to
talk and think about it Any attempt to push
through a formulated pohcy too soon will
only stir up opposttion, threaten the umty of
the Protestant church, and defeat its own
end A clearer understandmg of the issue a
bound to result from discussion, proand con

N THIS CONNECTION We call attention to
the articles on Do Women Want Chal-
dren? mn the June and the current issues of
the Revi Ew There has been a great deal of
nonsense written about motherlove, and the
fermnists of the first decades of the Twen-
tieth Century were stirred by a natural spirit
of revolt agamnst Victorian acquescence and
sentimentality Like other—and less impor-
tant jobs—child-bearing should be a matter
d choice But the pendulum s swinging back
and theaverageyoung woman of today looks
forward to marriage and children more than
to causes and careers There are, of course,
some women who do not want children We
beheve they have aright to plan their hves
to smt themselves This they can do, thanks
to birth control, and fortunately so, for an
unwilling mother wdl, in most cases, make a
poor mother But the desire and love for
chddren, the delight in babies, the unques-
tioning responseto helpless, young, growing
things 1s, we beheve, inherent in the physical
and psychological make-up o the vast ma-
Jonty of women W e touch here upon deep
and fundamental racal instinets Given
proper economic conditions, Women—and
men too—do not deny therr most miraculous
power, the creation of new hfe

ARDLY A MONTH goes by without news

of the formation o a new state league
Mmnesota now joins the fast growing list,
as described in the News Notes o this 1s-
sue Welook forward to the time when every
state will have a well-functioning birth con-
trol league, when every physician will be as
well equipped to give advice on contracep-
tion as on any other physieal problem, when
every aity and town will provide climeal ser-
vice for those unable to consult private doc-
tors, when a correct understandmg o birth
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control will make 1t a potent force for race

betterment
T HE Medical Tvmes and Long Island

Medical Journal for Junecites the med-
cal objections to present contraceptive meth-
ods and comments editorially, "' As medical
scientists we must msist upon rational meth-
ods or none” It does not pont out that re-
search 1s retarded by the stigma that still
chings to the subject o birth control, that
the ambitious young physician does not com-
mand the same support and approval when
he undertakes research in contraceptive
methods as would be s due were he to en-
gage n research in cancel, or tuberculosis, or
a relatively ummportant matter, such as hay
fever Thebest medical authorities agree that
present-day methods are harmless, reason-
ably sure, and fairly mexpenstve There 1s
room for mmprovement, and the Improve-
ment will come when the problem is taken
up by the best research talent, when all re-
strictions and slurs are removed But before
that time comes, the medical profession must
free itself from such muddled thinkimng and
misinformation as that which concludes the
above mentioned editorial if a woman
18 NOt 1n condition to bear a chdd, 1s shefit for
theexactions put upon her by sex relations ?”
Does the same question apply to men unfit
for fatherhood? Has our honored colleague
heard of the phrase " mutually beneficial” or
read Havelock Elhs?

HE CHILDREN'S BUREAU Of the Depart-

ment of Labor reports that one-fifth of
12, 000 mothers studied in Philadelphia, m
1928, were found to be workmg out, to help
support therr famihites Twenty-eight per
cent of these working motherswere the chief
breadwinners, and fifty per cent had chil-
dren under 11 years o age We should re-
call these figures when we hear platitudes
about women's duty to thewr children, and
about "health only" reasons for contracep-
tion Family Iife and economics are inter-
locked, as long as women are forced out of
the home to support themselves and their
chddren, they must have the right to decide
how many children they leave behmd, un-
cared for
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Dependency and Birth Contral

By ROBERT W KELSO

N MY J UDGVENTthe
subject of birth control
and dependency is, at the “em,
present moment, the deep-
est rddle Oof human con-
duct, a nddle concermng

Mr Kelso, Dsrector o the Community Fund of St Louss, places

ident propogatson™ well at the head of the list in his analysis
of the causes of dependency This article 1s the summary of Mr Kel-

s0's address before the dinner meeting of the American Bywrih Control
League at the National Conferenced Soctal WOI Kk, Junel8th

which a few plam pungent
observations need to be
made and repeated, and reiterated until such tune
as the scientific knowledge of today can be har-
momzed with the folk customs of the past

Dependency s that degreed poverty that calls
upon othersfor support It ismereasing through-
out the world n the face of high perfections o me-
chamcal aids :n the production of food and the
manufacture of products suitable to human needs
It 1s increawng in spite o astandard of hiving ap-
preciably higher than mn more primtive tunes It
is increasing because of two truths, one o which
is an mevitable pnnciple of physical Me, and the
other of which betrays our unreasonming attitude
toward the future

The first o these truths is the pnnciple that
man, in common with every other form o Me, tends
to mcrease his numbers beyond his available food
supply This rule operates under all econome con-
ditions, through al sort of pohtieal weather, in
spite of the mfluence of every creed or rehgion
that man has ever invented, prevaing over all
the mnfluences of the past whatsoever

Theother truth isthat man has consistently dis-
regarded this prmeiple 1n hus philosophy of con-
duct Through all theeonsd tune whieh represent
our human day upon the earth, man has known Lit-
tle about the mystery of Me, and naturally has
ascribed to superhuman power, the propagation of
his own offspring N ohas come a new day of
scientific understanding, seen dimly 1 the past no
doubt, but now reahzed with accuracy, which places
the mdividual and his mate m possession of con-
creteunderstandmg of the processesthrough whech
thew young are propagated At the same time 1t
places upon them the obhgation toward human so-
ciety mn general, and their prospective young m
particular—to apply that scientifie knowledge so

that the best possible herttage may be bestowed,
and the broadest opportunity m life offered to
their young

So it is only within this past haf century-—n-
tensively only wathin the years o this present cen-
tury —that the question comes pointedly to the
front of man's mnd, " Shall we apply our new
scientific knowledge to the propagation o our
young, no matter what that course may do to our
existing behefs and folk customs, so long only as
it tends to unprove the physieal, the mental, and
the moral status o the mdividual?”

I n the narrow houses o the poor, we may find
abundant proof the degrading and devastatng ef-
fect of immprovident childbirth We find by sam-
pbng studies, that laborers' wives bear nearly twice
as many chddren asthe wives of professional men,
yet we do not find that the professional class is
dymg out By other studies wefind that mfant mor-
tality 18 much heavler among the poor than 1t is
among those better conditioned m the economic
world Of course these two facts go together The
wiwves of |aborers who by and large are the poor,
bear more chddren and suffer the tragic msery of
losing them in infancy more frequently than do
their better favored sisters We need hardly ask
oursdlveswhy this is so

An examnation of the records of famly rehef
societies reveals the typical workmg man's family
as onein which the chuldren have been born usually
from deven to tharteen months apart After the
birth of the sixth or the seventh chdd you see a
mother worn out by the drain of childbrth, har-
assed by the heavy job d caring for alargeflock,
strugghng along at washing and scrubbmng, and
keeping the household in shape for these children
If death has taken some of them the scars of that
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death are on the mother's face—1t 1s she who has
paid theprice Thetruthis that sheis all used up

Her ot has been hard, anyhow, without the strains
of childbirth, but 1 addition she has never had a
chance to recuperate after the lirth of any one
o her chlldren, and the dram has been too great

The result is that she 1s not able to give the full
measure of a mother's care to the chlldren she has
left Each child has added expense in the home,
and those who have died have brought heavy debt,
as thedeath of a member in the familes of the poor
customarily means expenditures out of all propor-
tion to any expectation or even hope of financial
abihty to pay the sl Among the poor insurance
13 almost invariably burial insurance One of the
haunting fears of the poor man's family 1s that if
any oneof his loved onesshould die 1t would haveto
be burled in a pauper's grave

WHAT ABOUT THE CHILDEREN/?

But let usturn our attention now to the chlldren
who surnive The family relief records are €o-
guent 1n their monotonous brographies The chil-
dren are undernounshed, they seem to run the
gamut of children’s diseases with rare facihty The
great advances in immumzation have been a boon
to them, but still they suffer Sample studies by the
U S Public Heal th Service have uncovered the fact
that s:ckness among the poor 18 much more fre-
guent than among other classes, and that the aver-
age duration of 1llnesses 1s over twice aslong Na-
turally this is what we should expect where the
opportumty to procure medical treatment 1s less,
where nourishment 1s less regular, and less ade-
guate, and where the wear and tear upon mind and
body 1s greater We are n the habit of saying that
these are the natural results of poverty, but we
have the cart before the horse—they are famly
conditions amsing largely out of the size of the
family, which have produced the condition of too
many mouths and not enough food They have
resulted 1n a poverty that knows no elevation

Again the record reveals an ugly truth about
these surniving chlldren Their schoohng is but
fragmentary They are kept home for lack o
shoes or clothes Thev come to school with no
breakfast , So much so that in all our metropohtan
school systems, school lunches are provided and
given to children who haven't enough food at home
This fact 1s evidence of underprivilege 1 these
children in their preparation for hfe Agamwesay
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it 1s because of their poverty, but agam | say we
have mistaken the cause for the effect The family
from which they came has undertaken on too shght
assurance, to carry a load of support too heavy
tobeborne Itis not alack of loyalty tothe job—
it 1s not a failure of determination to work every
day and earn workman's pay—it 1s only that the
workman has taken on too much of a load

The American laboring man's famly, certamly
m the lower paid occupations, follows a well rec-
ogmzed poverty cycle, which begins with the young
fellow at the peant of marnage He begins house-
keeping with his bride, and they live wath fair com-
petence above the level of want, Independent and
courageous Then come the chlldren The first
makes some difference 1n the fanuly budget but if
1t 1s @ healthy child the young couple go forward
with some feeling of prospenty The second child
18 still not too much o a burden, but by the time
there are five, the household 1s pretty well known
to the soc1al worker Roughly speaking, the large
labormg families that have not been at some time
or another dependent upon charity are the excep-
tion The saving circumstance 1s that thefirst and
second ¢hild become old enough to earn, so that if
the brood is not too large and the mother has not
broken down and the children are not sickly, and all
the other major “ifs” are satisfied, the household
hfts itself again above the lme of dependency and
18 Self supporting But assoon as the children leave
to estabhish homes of their own, the parents find
themselves growing older and older, presently
super-annuated for the getting of a job, and with-
out savings They face a dependent old age

So much of a routime has this poverty cycle be-
come, that It may betaken asaxiomatic, that large
families rap:dly produced, mean poverty, misery
and alow quahty of physical and mental capacity
1 the young

Asweclassify and argue and discuss the various
causes o dependency, we ascribe heavy toll to
drmk, a good deal to vice, the heaviest mark for
sickness, but the professional case worker knows
full wdl, how much drunken debauchery follows
from the utter discouragement of men and women
m the battle o life They know how much of other
vices akin to dnnk, stride along the same path, and
they can tell you that the famihes of frequent
and numerous childbarths are the families of many
sicknesses and of frequent deaths

If weweretolook up and away from the family
dependency records, at the far homzon of depend-
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ency asyou see it in the mass, we should find elo-
guent proof of man's improvident propagation of
his young So ingramed 1s the fallacy that num-
bers means strength and that rapidity of growth
means progress, that we shall have to be careful
not to fall into a false philosophy in our thinking
Our loud-voiced political leaders have for decades
msisted that the people of the Umted States are
great because they have grown so rapidly , because
they have so many populous cities In all proba-
bility our greatest weakness is our rapidity of
growth Somehow national character and race cul-
ture are deep matters o dow development

From the economc point of view population
growth 15 unsound that 1s not in complete attune
with the development of available and dependable
food supply China is thought by the ablest stu-
dents, to have been overpopulated for 300 or 400
years She appears never to have placed the shght-
est check upon her larth rate She recognizes three
great forcesthat serveto keep her population down
—war, famme, and disease And so we find her to-
day, asshe has stood through all this time, at the
saturation peint, breeding about 16,500,000 young
each year, andlosing approximately the same num-
ber o souls by death If this holocaust were or-
dained by the Supreme Being, the problem facing
us would be different So far as man has any rea-
son to beheve, Fate plays no such part— the real
reason forit islgnorance, and ignorance no longer
Justified, since scientific knowledge has dispelled 1t

If weturn to India, wefind the same situation—
an agricultural people, seeking to support whole
households on half an acre df tillage, dymg by the
hundreds of thousands, where even a moderate
shortage of ranfall reduces the food supply This
Indian situation is interrupted shghtly by the in-
coming of the British government, with imports
and someregularization of supples, but solong as
the East Indian places no check whatever upon
the numbers of his young, just so long must dal
other forces, economic and pohitical, be overborne
by the great compelling law of overpopulation

Look where we will through the history of man-
kind, across the nations of the earth, we shall find
that the deadly law of over-population s working
constantly, rolhng up populations in excess of the
reasonabl e expectancy of feeding them The popu-
lation of the world today hves upon a huge #f-—f
the gram and the vegetables and the fruit are pro-
duced f they are gathered sf nothing goeswrong
with theelaborate, intricate system of transporting
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them from the point of production to the place
of consumption and, finaly, #f the closely-herded
poepulation swarms at theterminals of these supply
routes have the wherew:th to pay for them, then
man m his present state can live But the chain of
mdustry, like a conveyor, must move smoothly,
and no lnk of 1t must get caught or break

A NEW PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE

The human family 1s becoming more convinced
today than ever before, that thereis something in-
herently wrong mn this industrial system that has
taken the world captive We speak of business de-
pression as a banking or an accounting difficulty |
yet we are learning now that there are psychologi-
cal factorsgoverning eredst behind these sick spells
of industry We are discovermg by degrees, that
the artifice of mechamzed industry restslike every-
thing else, upon fundamental factors of human
motives, and that at the end of our analysis we
shall discover our greatest difficulty to be the pres-
sure of population upon food supply

Let us be careful at that pemnt, not to assume
that birth control as a remedy means mere restric-
tion of numbers or that the thing we need 1s a
positive decline in the numbers of our people What
we do need 1s the propagation of each child with a
maximum Of physical opportunity for his sound
up-bringmng, the protection of the mothers so that
they may give the maxmum gift of strength to the
child We need in short a new philosophy of lfe,
which will say that one child well bred, 1s worth a
score of children who are scrawny, ill-conditioned
and 111-favored of nature for the tasks of hfe

Society’s chief concern with the mating of the
sexes is the propagation of children who shall be
the best that their parents can produce Society
has no use for a miscellaneous collection of runts
—it wantsfinestrong babies that are capableof be-
coming assets 1 the social balance sheet So long
asthehuman family neglects this vital serviceto1ts
young, solongshall we have adreary record of un-
necessary dependency

Nothing that ss admsttedly and unmistakably
horrible matters very much because it frightens
people wmto seelang a remedy, the serious horrors
are those which seem entwrely respectable and nor-
mal to respectable and normal men

—GEorGE BErNARD SHAW
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|s Birth Contrd Eugenic?

Dr Lyon, Dean o the Medical School of the Unaverssty of Mnnesota, delvoered
thes address at the mass meetwng on berth control at the
Natsonal Conference of Socia Work

By ELIAS P LYON

HE answer 18 yes—neutrd —no Birth control
18 a method of modifying population Thesame
question regardmg any method d modifymg popu-
lation must be answered "Yes—neutrd —no ” A
more accurate answer demands the determination
of the differential between desirable and undesir-
abletypes of population If thereis no differential,
+e, if all types o population are modified alike,
the answer s ""neutral >
But usually thereis a differential Let us begin
with man 1n a state o wildness (I object to the
phrase " state o nature” Anything and every-
thmg that conforms to Nature's laws s natural
The automobile 18 as natural as the basket on an
Indian woman's back, the radio 1s as natural as
the waterfall ) Let us assume man n a state of
wildness—-all lis behavior instinctive and unmodi-
fied by reason Population 18 unrestrcted from
the reproduction standpomt, but it 1s restrnicted by
disease and food supply The strong, the healthy,
those with imtiative survive and reproduce The
week, the deformed and those lackmg the abihty
to adjust pensh, usualy witheut reproducmg
themsdves There 13 a eugemc differential Ths
method is called “Survival of the Fittest ** What-
ever else may have happened, all plants and am-
mal sincluding man have cometotheir present state
under the operation of this law
Even under so-called etvihzation population may
outrunfood supply Conditiens may becomeso poor
that progress of certain kinds i1s impossible It 1s
true thefittest surwnive, but 1t 1s the fittest to mest
the pecuhar conditions that exist That 1s the state
o affairs existing under the American flag nght
now m Porto Rico Disease and poor rving con& -
tions go together, the securing of bare necessities
absorbs the labor of the population, and thereis
no surplus for education and matenal improve-
ment \What that country needsisaten-year mora-
tormum on lirths What 1t gets 1s a mce speech
from thePresident and an encychcal from the Pope
Or let us take war The best and strongest are
selected to fight and die The feebleminded and

their 1lk, the cowards, the shiftless do not makegood
soldiers, they remain at home to procreate War
18 undoubtedly dysgemc So far as stature 1s con-
cerned the records show decreased average height
o Frenchmen as the result of the Napoleome
struggles That the average mtelhgence o this
people was also lowered 18 not now capable of
statistical proof but it s probable that it occurred
Surely the last war had that effect War 1s dys-
geme, and that 18 the worst thmg that can be said
about 1t War should be outlawed for thss reason
aone

Let us take modern medical science Thousands
o children born today will grow up and reproduce,
who under the conditrons existing half a century
ago would have died 1n childhood Among these, of
course, are many o excelent mheritance, for
death m the old days did not wholly respect the
families of the capable But on the whole, medical
science preserves a larger proportion of the unfit
than would formerly have survived. T 0 this extent
medical science 1s dysgente And so also1s an enor-
mous ameunt Of the soc1al and philanthropic work
of which this National Conference of Secial Work
and all mformed peopleareso proud. Those of you
who are mterested 1n homesfor the aged may com-
phment yourselves on the neutral aspect of your
endeavors so far as race welfare 1s concerned For
therest | can hardly think of asmgle group which
18 ot striving t0 defeat the" Law of Surwvival of the
Fittest ” You are conmving at racial impairment
you aredysgemecists, whether you know 1t or not

Cehbacy 1s adysgenic factor in sof ar asit with-
draws from reproduction a group superior to the
averagein mtelhgence, imagination and moral con-
trol Some statisticians claim they can prove the
dysgenic effect of cehbacy mn the religious sect
in which it 15 extensively practiced

Education i s dysgeme to the extent that it fav-
orslate marmage or no marrage, fev children or
no children among the more progressive and intelli-
gent of the populatron The emancipation o
women i1s dysgemec to the extent that superior
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women grve up home and famdy responstbiltties in
order to pursuea ' career * The number of Misses
among prominent women is appalling ! Misses they
are Racially they are missing something very um-
portant

But on the opposite side let us consider the
feebleminded This socialy destructive condition 1s
distmctly mhentable If mm any way these people
can be prevented from reproducing, the average
population isthereby improved Stenlization is one
way Sterilization 1s therefore a engeme measure
Many people are mldly mterested but think the
task impossible They talk of 'fa drop in the
ocean,"” becausewe know the number of feeblemind-
ed isvery great

But comsider such a case as that recently re-
ported mm the Eucenics journal, entitled Four
Generations of the Dysgense Family From Alma,
feebleminded progenitor, who came to Amerzea in
1850 have been traced about forty hving adult
descendants Among these are so many feeble-
mnded, SO many ermmnal, SO many mcestuous, SO
many al cohohc, so many deformed, so many epilep-
tic, so many dependent on chanty that the total
goes way abovethe forty membersd the famly—
1n other words some df theseare two or three kinds
of defective or dehnquent m oneperson. Thecost to
the stateof this group doublesevery five years and
will total $45,000 in the next five years Now sup-
pose Alma, the grandmother, had been sterilized
before she had children' Several social workers
would be out of a job and tax payers would be
reheved Sterihzation of feebleminded pays com-
pound mterest to society But you have to use
magmation to seeit

It takes hittle imagination t 0 seea erippled child,
a sick mother, a feeble old man and do something
about 1t But as someone remarked, “Notions of
cosmic tragedy do not often effectively influence
the mdinidual.” |t w1ll take imagmation and much
education to put mto operation the thousand year
plan needed for the improvement of the race. Ster-
1hzation of the unfit 18 one method that wil be
employed.

And now what of birth control?1s it eugeme?
Theanswer 18 yss—atd—0 * But themoreim-
portant question is does it operate differentially?
Thejudgment d those who have studied this ques-
tion most carefully 1s that 1t doesso operate They
say that the lugher classes use it more than the
lower classes | n other words birth control, as it
is used, is dysgeme. Further, they say the higher
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classes so himmt their famihes that they are not re-
producing themsalves There 1s abundant eviadence
that this 18 true The leadership of America does
not reproduce itself This isthe most disturbimng—
appalling—fact that | know 1n the whole social,
polhitical and economic category

Dozens o studies have been made proving this
fundamental fact No collegegroup that | know of
reproduces itself Harvard graduates do not keep
up therr number Yale graduates do not do so
Women's college groups have less daughters than
therr own total Stateumiversity coeducational stu-
dents fall behind

I graduated from a small college There were
37 mn my class With 37 real or potential spouses
the number to be compared becomes 74 As class
secretary | canvassed the group a few years ago
and found 66 chaldren Just roughly | ran over the
completed famhes of my acquamtance iz the fac-
ulty of the Umversity of Minnesota They averaged
about two children to the famly It takes over
three to the family m order that any group may
be mantained. This 1s because of deaths, fadures
tomarry, failures to have children. This faculty 1s
not reproducing itself The men and women of
Who's Who do not reproduce themselves

CLASS BUICIDE

Why 18 this? | sit lack of money?Surely not en-
tirely, for the bankers do not reproduce them-
salves |s it stenhty resulting perhaps from m-
tellectual Me? 1 do not think so | note that mas-
sionanes have |arge fambhes, that poor clergymen
do better than meh mdustnal leaders Most of
those who have studied the matter think 1t 1s birth
control.

When you get nght down to the naked truth
many intelligent people do not want chddren be-
cause they cost so much—s0 much trouble some-
tunes, so much money more often The average in-
telligent, foresighted citizen thinks heis perform-
mg his duty tothestateand tohs famly better by
having one or two ¢hildren for whom he can pro-
vide as much as pessible of the good things of hfe
and especially an expensive education, than he
would by having more children and providing less
Never dad a more falacious argument mfluence t he
action of agreat group of people Nor is this argu-
ment nev. Wnting in the tune of Greek decadence
Polybius complams®* The most [our eitizens] con-
sent to do s to have one or two chddren, whom
they leave rich and seated in the lap of Tuxury.?



202

And where now are Athens and the Isles of Greece?
" Eternal summer gilds them yet,
But all except their sun has set™

The danger 1s not race suieide but class suicide
Birth control, as someone says, 1s a “two edged
sword ” If appled among theleast desirable types
it would be eugenlc Applied among the more de-
sirable types it 1s dysgenmic It is being applied in
the latter not the former manner The well-to-do,
careful, farsighted, intelligent use 1t The poor,
shiftless, careless, weak-mmded do not know about
it or do not useit Thisisthe main reason why |
am in favor of birth control clinics and the widest
possible dissemnation among the poorer types of
the same information which the better types have
and use At the same time | think every effort
should be made to impress on the leadership group
the obhigation of having larger famlies Calculat-
ing at present rates of reproduction, 1n the fifth
following generation, it is said, 100 brain workers
will have 14 descendents, 100 unskilled workers
will have 236 descendents If this 1s not a danger
signal, heredity is a delusion and the past experi-
ence of the race 1s no gmde for the future " The
plan fact 1s,” writes Albert Wiggam, "if civiliza-
tion 1s to contmue, the higher classes must have
more children *

Biasruy ConTrOL REVIEW

The basic facts of all this are, of course, the
facts of heredity Heredity determinesall the pos-
sibihities of a man It is proved beyond all doubt
that mtellgence and the qualities of leadership are
mherited Edueation doesnot make brains, it mere-
ly develops their possibihties Brams are bred,
Iike short horn cattle or Percheron horses, from
men of brains, as short horn from short horns or
Percheron from Percherons

If you think the world wil} be better in 100 years
with less bramns and more morons, continue to do
social work and do not have children One hundred
and eighty bales are born every hour i these
United States Only erght have a high grade of In-
telligence , the great bulk will never attain a mental
age of over 12 to 15 years (Considering the in-
creasing complexities of hfe in an age of science
andindustry it ssemsto memorebrains are needed

“You wish to serve thestate, Niceratus?” asked
the Woman of Andros

“I do "

"And you admire courage?”’

“I do, Crysis

""Then go and bear children *

To which | add Provided you are above the
average in intelligence, temperament and physical
heritage

STERILIZATION AND CONTRACEPTION

By E E GOSNEY, Presudent, The Human Betterment Foundation

ONFUSION results from carelessly coupling
the terms eugenlc sterthzation and birth con-
trol together, in eugenlc discussions Both dimimish
fecundity, but unprisonment, capital pumshment,
prolonged illness, and many other conditions also
have this result For clear thinking it must be
recognized that the differences between eugenlic
sterihzation, as 1t is practiced under the laws of
twenty-seven states and a number of foreign coun-
tries, and contraceptlon as advocated by birth con-
trol students and propagandists, are greater than
the resemblances For instance
1 Eugenic sterthzation is apphed by the state
to persons who are, for the most part, Irrespon-
sible Contraceptives can be used only voluntarily
by people who are responsible
2 Eugenic sterthzation 1s irreversible, perman-
ent Contracept~ons reversible, never permanent
8 Eugenic sterihization will prevent any possi-
bihty of future abortion 1n that marmage |t has

never been found whether contraception, as now
practiced, leads to less or to more abortions

4 Eugenic sterithzation is certain n 1ts results,
contraception 1s uncertain

5 Eugeme sterihzation is, under usual state
laws, ordered or permitted by the state, for the
benefit of the state Contraception 1s practiced by
the individual, on his own mitiative, primanly for
his own benefit rather than for the benefit of the
state

6 Therefore, Society accepts the responsibility
m the appheation of eugenic sterithzation The -
dividual alone accepts the responsihhty 1n the ap-
plication o contraceptive methods

7 Eugenic stemhization starts where contracep-
tion stops It is apphed primanly to people or
families without the intelhgence, emotional sta-
hility or sdf control, to handle contraceptives suc-
cessfully It succeeds where contracept~onwould
fail
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Do Women Want Children?

By NAOMI MITCHISON

AY | be forgiven for
writing a rather per-
sonal article—a provision-

al and bothered one? May |

Thss distengusshed English fememist protests agammst current anis-
baby propaganda and urges women to hold fast to thewr right to be
women, "'to have babees proudly and gayly

take the novelist's privilege

o bemng unreasonable?

Because there are two or three rather worrying
things about the wntings and talk o those who
favor birth control, both here m England and 1n
the Unmited States | want to make them clear to
mysdf and perhaps to other femimsts, who may
find themselves m the odd position of abusing and
belitthng one o the most interesting and often
pleasurable things that a woman can do, and one
which no man, however intellhigent, can do at all

When | first became interested m the theory of
contraception, some years ago, and in its prac-
tical apphcation 1in chmes and welfare centers,
| thought that it wasessentially afepmmist activity
I was less Interested in the eugeme or Malthus:an
aspect, because | have an imborn distrust o sta-
tisties and have seen too many doctors and scien-
tists contradicting one another But it did—and
does—sm to megood femmsm that women should
be this much set free, should say when they were
going to have their babies, and orgamze their hives
on a more certain basis Things were, of course,
sunpler, 1o those days Wehsd theidea that certain
contraceptive devices, properly used, were at least
9% safe, and that the extra 120was a matter o
scientific research, a few years work at the most
We thought httle o the aesthetic inconveniences,
supposing them to be equally temporary

Since then we have realized two things that the
percentage of safety for an ordinarily fertile
woman is lower, and that the idea contraceptive,
fool-proof, certamn and at the same time without
the emotional and aesthetic 1nconvemence of all
present methods, isyet to seek and may wel be, in
spite of active research work, very many yearsin
comng—if 1t comesat all There has also been an
mereasmg amount of birth contrel propaganda,
designed for persons o all classes and carrmed on
by all kinds of experts And, asall situations should
be recomsidered at frequent mtervals, it seems

about time that femmmsts should reconsider the
barth control situation

For, to my mind, there are two main dangers
about which we must be wary One 1s the constant
danger o modern hfe, the danger d being regi-
mented, of being bullied mto dong a thing because
everyone says that everyone ese 1s doing 1t and
that 1t 1s a capital thmg to do, d bemng told that
one1s uncrvihzed and unscientific :if one ventures a
feeble protest This regimentation has been ap-
plied to men for some time but only lately to
women 1o their own special function as parents
and potential parents We are told exactly how
to feed, clothe and play with our babies, SO that
we daren’t put them into a pretty frock for fear
o the all-wool enthuslasts (or for that matter a
wooly vest for fear of the al-sun experts) or kiss
them for fear of the psycho-analysts, or keep them
a munute longer than clock-time at the breast for
fear o the dieticians The only mercy s that wath
a httle hunting one can usually find one expert to
contradict another, but 1t 1s all very heart-search-
ing and effectually rehevesusdof many o the joys
which were experienced both by the Cave Woman
and the Victorian Mother-of-Ten We are also
told that we must have such and such an interval
between births, 1t is hard to get an expert who
will allow oneless than three years, even 1f one has
adequate food, clothing, hous:ng and help with the
chddren The difficulty 1s that this regimentation 1s
growng, one doesn't know where one will be next.
Isn't it tuneto think about it before someone has
to comewth a banner and the great rallymg cry
Women of the World, Anse, you have nothing
to lose but your Experts!

The other danger 1s thus there 1s a constant
ant1-feminist movement gomng on in high-brow cu-
cles, especially in England and America Thereis
a constant, mgghng ant]-baby propaganda We



204

are told of the horrors of motherhood, our flesh
is made to creep The undoubted msenes d bemg
a mother (as indeed of being a person) in a bad
slum are gaven this particular emphasis, so that we
are led to suppose that all the unhappimess comes,
not from hving six in a room anyhow, with the
father out of work, but from having that extra
baby The supposition creeps up the soecial scale,
so that gradually the extra baby comes as a black
mark in the famly which can afford to have it
comfortably and, if 1 may say so, without heresy,
enjoyably It has cometo the pitch that a woman
may reasonably and respectably ask her husband
for, or apply her own mecome to, a car, a pearl
necklace, a country cottage or a European tour,
but that extra baby is a thimg which she must
feel it really rather dreadful and shaming to ask
for! Wdll, at any rate thereis that rather large
margin Of uncertaimnty about all contraceptives

Of course this 18 not supposed to be so, all good
barth controllers, from Mane Stopes onwards,
carefully put in bits about how mice the family is,
the well-spaced famly of three, for choice And it
Is not necessarily they who do the preaching
That 1s a matter of pubhe opinion And may |
ventureto wonder whether it is not perhaps at bot-
tom male pubhe opimon, added to the opmion of
mmature females and a certam number o mis-
taken female reformers, which 1s behtthng our
babies and takmg away the pleasure and pnde we
had in them—or trymg to—depriving us o what
would be called, 1n any other profession, our pride
of work? This 1s nonsense or anyhow exaggera-
tion? Possibly But all the same we ought to con-
sider it | have lately had three children, m un-
orthodoxly rapid succession, and really, from what
some people thimk of me they might have been
burglanes! Dofor goodnesssakelet us stick to our
nght to be women, to have babhes proudly and
gayly witheut any kind of soctal shame, to get all
thetremendouskick out of thebabies, whenwehave
them, as we possibly can—for soon enough they
will be people on their own, demanding their own
lives, on whose bodily beauty and mental freshness
we must take care not to trespass— and above all
to space them and have them as we and their
fathers hke, and not be bullied 1nto doing the hy-
genically fashionable thing by any expert or any

propagandist!

BizTe CoxTrorn. Review

Dr. Scott is Right

AM VERY GLAD that Dr Scott has had the
courageto write " DoWomenWant Children 7
and that you have had the courage to publish it
You will receive may letters of protest, many of
them hysterical in tone We always resist violently
any plamn truth which has its roots deep 1n our
emotional hfe
The fact isthat Dr Scott is correct, or nearly
so Thereis a type of woman who wants children,
| regret to add that from my observation she s
usudly not a type that 1s desirable for racial wd-
fare Her exaggerated prototype may be found in
the nauseating heroine o Rex T Stout's Seed on
the Wwmd A woman who has any intellectual or
cultural mnterests may accept motherhood as a mis-
fortune or a social duty, but she does not ardent-
ly desireit or suffer for lack of 1t
It is mmpossible 10 a letter to give the data on
which this dogmatic statement is based, but | am
nevertheless eonvinced of its truth The so-caled
maternal mstmet aswe see it displayed today s a
perversion Of civihzation, the prmmtive mother,
like the anmmal mother, has her babies as she has
smallpox or a broken leg, and forgets about them
as soon as they are ableto fend for themselves
If the result of a recogmtion of this fact should
betheextmmetion of the human race, there arethose
of us who could bear up under the prospect, but if
this 1s considered a calamity then, as Dr Scott
says, childbearing will have to be subsidized, asis
every other sacnfice laid upon citizens for the
good of the nation or the race
Misram Arren pEFonp

Woman's Heritage

ECAUSE | do not fed that | am any glonous

exception to the f:male sex, | think my per-
sonal feelmgs may be quiteasvaluable m thisargu-
ment as the emotiona preyudices (also devoid of
statistics and proof) of oned the opposite sex—
Dr GeorgeRyley Scott, author of the article® Do
Women Want Children?”

If Dr Scott is a medical man, he must surely be
fammhar enough with the whole physiological set-up
of woman, and with 1its special attendant psycho-
logncal reactions, to conclude that a creature so
biologically designed for the speeial purpose o
reproduction, would be rather more desirous of
fulfiling this function than not, that she mght
also have some mstinctive knowledgethat the psy-
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ehe pnce of completely forfeitmg this process of
reproduction would be i the end, greater than the
physical pnce o the pain o childbirth

Surely one cannot seriously suppose that every
baby born m the so-called “upper class'* (which is
theadmtted championdf birth control) isa' httle
mistake,"" that never would have been brought mto
the world but for carelessnessor faulty method’

If thetruth wereknown, onewouldfind, I think,
that there are many women who want a baby more
than a husband, who would be quite content, if s
were socially possible, to possessthe former with-
out the latter Theurge to reahze this dream of a
child goes far back mto early Meandis very often
the chief reason for marnage Why must we think
women more afraid to enter their onn particular
fidd of adventure wmath its attendant risk, than are
men to enter them, of exploration and experimen-
tation? | s courage a purely mascubpe nrtue, or
may it not bea human attribute capable of findmg
expression i both sexes?

It isasfoohsh to say that all women want babies
astosay that all donot Obnously there are some
women who do not want them, although it 1s ques-
tionableto what extent these women may be con-
sidered to be "women™ in a complete sense There
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are also many men who do not want children and
many that do |n general though, it isfair to say
that the lovefor all young things and the attrac-
tion toward themisastronghuman trait, and that
the majonty of women do not lack courage and
stamina sufficient to undertake the bringing of
these httle beings mte the world

Furthermore, birth control has made it possible
for motherhood to be a glorious thing Effective
contraception bemg accessible, motherhood can
row be looked upon as the expression of a con-
scious and voluntary participation, as an active
agent, m the great creative work of Nature No
longer submissively conscripted, woman is now
free to volunteer her whole being, ready to sur-
render her Me 1if need be toward the creatmg
of new hfe It is her hentage, her chonee and
her opportumity Sheknowsit And freed from co-
ercion, NO longer of necessity over-burdened, she
will bear a finer race of wanted human beings She
may also smle a Mtleat the pitiable and vicarious
fears d the male who, when he mntimates that she
does not want children, tnes to make of her a
smvelhng and wesk sister, afraid of her destmy

Herexy Mmrikan

Marriage in Trangtion

By JAMES H. S BOSSARD

UDGES, Iike doctorsand lawyers, arem aposi-

tion to gamn considerable msight mte a vanety
of human problems Unfortunately, atleast in one
sense, the politics of them practice has led them
as a rule to keep the knowledge thus gained to
themselves Whale it 1s extrenel y important for all
persons who deal professtonally with other people
to respect aways the confidence of them chents,
it does seem legitimate to share the value of therr
experience with senous-minded students In fact,
1t isa question whether therecords of professional
practice have been given sufficient recogmition as
socological data

It s all too seldomthat one who is well quahfied
and has dealt for a long time with some intimate
phase of human hfe will speak freely and frank-
ly, in the formal pages o pnnt, o his exper-
1ences and observations. When this does happen,
the result generally is mteresting and most often
mstructive. Certamly such a person, if at all m-
telhgent and smcere, deservesan attentive hearing

Men. Women and Conflswct® is a book of this
lkand During h1s many yearson the bench at Reno,
Nevada, Judge Bartlett presided over some 20,000
cases of diverce Obnoudly, there can be no ques-
tion of the extent and range of his contacts and
experzence, NOr, for that matter, of the importance
of the problems mvolved And his new book speaks
frankly and intmnately of a vanety of aspects of
the relations of men and women—marrage, div-
orce, birth control, chdd welfare, women 1r bnsi-
ness, and the ke

There arethose, of course, who will dismiss the
book becauseit hails from Reno, msisting that as
such it reflects only the seammest side of the pictare
of Amencan domestic life. Upon second thought,
however, it must be obvious that Reno 1s only a
geographical and legal accident It might as well
have been someother state, whose abbreviated res:-
dence laws could have been utihzed to meet the

*Bartleit, George A., “Men, Women and Confhct” G P
Putnam, New York, 1931 $30¢
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growimg demand for easy dlvorce In fact, recent
legislative enactmentsin several other states mdi-
cate that Nevada's monopoly o this business is
about over At any rate, these legal developments,
bothn Nevada and elsewhere, however unpal atable
to some, must beInterpreted by the serious student
as but the wisible signs and symptoms of rather
fundamental changes involving the family and
marnage relationships

For the sake of convemence and clarnty, Judge
Bartlett’s observations will be presented under
four heads () dlvorce, (2) marriage, (3) birth
control, (4) spinit of approach

(1) Judge Bartlett believes in dlvorce and 1its
contribution to human happiness He acceptsit as
a sort of clean and justifiable spiritual surgery
Practical egressfrom a man-made trap which lacks
emotional justification, he msists, 1s N0 menace to
the marnage mstitution, but rather enobles and
elevates 1t Reverting again to the analogy with
surgery, dlvorce, he says, may be pamnful and radi-
cal, but hkean appendectomy, 1t may be absolutely
necessary for the well-bemng of the personsinvolved
Drvoree should be easy, because it 1s love, alone,
that unifies Whenloveis gone, it isa union in name
only, "'a travesty upon the thing 1t ought to be"
Especially 1s society's wide acceptance of divorce
""the banner of woman's tnumph over marital
slavery ”

Judge Bartlett's emphasis upon the distinction
between the complaints voiced by htigants and the
more fundamental factors mvolved is a pomnt well
taken Divorce 1s a human, not a legal, problem
Thelegal causes mentioned, as a rule, are but the
symptoms of the ""real causes'” which do their fes-
tering beneath the surface

Behind the legal complaints, he 1dentifies ' three
very strong re-agents money, affection and sex ”
OF these, sex 1s identified as the most important
“Experience with thousandsof cases of dtvorce has
|eft me with the meradicable conviction that of all
factors that contribute to happy marnage the sex
factor 1s by far the most mportant Affection,
as distinct from sex, can save a couple sexually
mismated from divorce  The economic problem 18
present in most marrages and determmnes nearly
as much of the success or failure of them as sex
does  Famly finances do most of their festenng
beneath the surface Modern standards of hving
put such a premmum upon the husband's earmmng
power that few gurls can hope to marry a husband
near therr own age without facing a grevious sac-

BirTH ConxTrROL REVIEW

rifice  This dispanty o marriage age s one
o the commonest bases of divorce Money m-
volves the relations of a couple to outside so-
ciety” and often becomes**thefinal fatal irritant -

(2) Judge Bartlett looks upon marriage objec-
tively, as a social 1mnstitution And social institu-
tions, like the Sabbath, are made for man and
contrived for his happiness, and not vice versa
He sees marriage asin a state d change Just as
our 1deas about physies, once considered as wholly
fixed, have been revolutiomzed by recent scient:fic
discoveries, SO areour ideas about marriages under-
gomg transformation, "only we have yet to hear
from a mantal Emstein »

These changes are leading us to something con-
siderably different, and better Asto the nature of
the new, he has no set ideas 'What is happening
15 that civihzation has brought us to a pemnt of
uneasy doubt on the one hand, and science fails us
ontheother T o assureprogress, wemust both curb
our yearmng for improvement and have faith with
our research workers”

(3) Readers of this Review will be interested
particularly in his views on Birth Control "A ht-
tle dailly experience in the divorce court would
convince any but the bhndest bigot more mar-
riages are wrecked by the comphcations that anse
from unwanted pregnancy than by any other
single cause  Dlvorceasa national evil 1s hkewise
ummportant compared with the forces of human
pity and of national health which he so largely 1n
the actuality of unwanted babies The distress
of the man and wife who cannot agree 15 umm-
portant as compared with the potential criminals
they may send into postemty through neglected
offspring  Every dlvorce judge or lawyer | know
strongly favors the well-orgamzed sctentific prom-
ulgation of birth control information -- Surely the
observations of a man of Judge Bartlett's exper:-
ence outweigh the sonorous generahzations of the
lesser mformed

(4) Thescientific objectivity and restrammt wath
which Judge Bartlett deals with hus material would
do credit to the pretensions of many an academic-
1an Throughout, he seeks, not to make out a case,
but to report his expemences and observations
Moreover, even when he generalzes, 1t 18 with res-
ervation For as strongly as he msists upon any-
thing it 1s this one fact that each case must be
considered separately "' There are not, and never
will be, two marnage aituation exactly ahke

{Contsnued on page 223)
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Sex Education in the Y.M.C.A.

By HOWARD K HOLLISTER

NO OFFICIAL opimmon as to the necessity or
advisability of birth control has been enun-

ciated by the YoungMen’s Christian Association of
the United States, but both thelocal orgamzations
and their federating body —the National Council
—ssam to be fostering an extensive and intelhigent
pohicy of sex education wherever the local officers
are quahfied to orgamze group study or impart in-
formation in individual interview

According to Mr J Edward Sproul, Program
Section Secretary of the National Council of
Y M CA s, there are four chief methods whereby
the national orgamzation helps the local umts m
building up a rational ethic on matters of sex
among their member groups
(D) Helping to conduct demonstrations or ex-
periments 1n sex educatlon in local Y M
CA's, and getting the best of these exper-
1ences reported to other Associations
Helpingto makeavail able neededpubhcations,
recommendmg, reviewing and distributing
books 1n which sex subjects are treated in
straightforward fashion, publshing some
where necessary
Helping to tram local staff members in sex
educatlon through study conferences and
summer schools
Carrying on research m co-operation with a
World Y MCA and Y W CA Commission
on Sex Education, the object here bemng to
discover the immformation basic t0 a sound
program
" Today there are probably fewer direct lectures

(2)

(3

4

much that formerly passed for fact, and the high-
ly emotionahzed gathermg with resounding ‘thou
shalt nots’ 1s almost completely gone ”

Instruction within groups amms to help people to
become articulate and to deal with the subject ob-
jectively Inforumsand discusslon groups all sorts
of views areexpressed | nmost of them no attempt
1s made to dodge the most mtimate phases of sex
perplexities No fiat, or official attitude 1s prom-
ulgated, but men and boys are helped to under-
stand the known facts, to arrive at their own opin-
10ms, and then to bring therr conduct under intelli-
gent control This does not mean that every Y M
C A secretary everywhere conducts groups 1n the
discusslon of sex problems There are still many
— perhaps a majority-who do not feel competent
etther to discuss sex matters with authonty them-
selves or to arrange for such discussion Evidence
suggests that much of the existing program, how-
ever, is carried on with considerable skill

In several Associations in and near New York
City several kinds of groups offering adults and
young people opportumties for discussion of sex
problems may be found first, groups o young
men and young women who wish to know how to
prepare for marrage, second, groups of married
couples facing problems of family hfe, third,
groups of parents Interested in their own prob-
lems and in the educatlon of children The sub-
ject of barth control isonethat comes up naturally
in many of these meetings, and while no defimte
recommendations aremade, experiences are shared,
books made available, and names of rehable med:-

on sex n Y MCA s than
one might have found some
years ao,' says Mr
Sproul, " but morefrequent
deahng with this mterest
in 1ts total hife setting In-
formation 1s sought and
given as it 1s pertinent Or
as questions arise in the
mudst of play, discussion
groups, nterviews, plans
for actinities, readmg, etc
The mformation offered 1s
undoubtedly sounder than

The YM C A recognazes clearly the needs
d the young people wath whom it comes n
contact, and & fostersng an mitelligent pro-
gram o sexX educatwon and preparatwon for
marniage TheReview deseribed the attatude
d two local Y MC As a sts September,
1930, tssue Mr Hollister feds that a similar
progressyoe attstude obtawms throughout the
country An artscle on the work o theY W
C A along these lsnes wnll appear s» an early
1a8ue

cal authorties given In
scores of other groups
among boys — like Hi-Y
Clubs Employed Boys
Brotherhoods — sex also
findsits appropriate place
Specific information 1s Of-
ten sought and given, talks
are arranged where order-
ly statement 1s desired by
anentiregroup, interviews
are common

As a result of summer
schools, personal readmg,
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umversity study, and special conferences, the num-
ber of secretaries competent as personal counsel-
lorsisrapidly mmcreasing Knowledgeof contracep-
tive measures and of recent research in ths fidd
is commonplace among the better tramed Y M
CA officers, both professional and non-profes-
sional, but probably no more so among the rank
and file than among citizens generally An officid
expression on birth control and intelhgent sex
knowledge and discussion, 1if ever made by the
National Counecil of Y M € A.s, would undoubtedly
takethe sameform asit did 1 the Federal Council
o Churches—that 15, in a majority and minornty
opmion The closeaffihation of theY M C A swith
the churches would probably result i wide cireu-
lation of the Federal Council document rather
than formulation of a newv one

It issigmficant that the books of Wmfield Scott
Hall, whieh used to strike fear mto the hearts of
boys, are now out of prmt, while the modem, ra-
tional books, So Youth May Know, by Roy E
Puckerson, and The Sex Lsfe of Youth, by Harry
Boneand Grace L Elhott, bearing the Association
Press mprmt, have sold thousands of copies since
pubhcation ayear and two years ago Mary Ware
Dennett’s book The Sex Swde of Lsfe hasbeen dis-
tnbutedinY M C A.s by thethousand At the time
of Mrs Dennett’s tnal, three National Y M CA
officerstook placeson her defensecommttee They
were Wiliam E  Speers, Chairman of the Home
IDivision Committee, Harnson S Elhott, Cham-
man of the Boys Work Committee, and Abel J
Gregg, of the Boys Work Staff

Among the Y oung Men's Christian A ssociations
m the New Y ork areawhich have been particularly
active in the movement for mtelhgent sex educa-
tion for thepast several yearsare New York City,
Brooklyn and Hackensack, Westfield, Montclair
and Paterson, New Jersey In several of these
courses in preparation for marnage arehed, often
m conjunction with the Y W C A, A course given
m Brooklyn in the Spring of 1930, and repeated
at Westfield mn the Fall of 1930, conducted by Wil-
ham H Dewar, covered, among others, the follow-
ingtopies What fundamental quahfications should
govern the choicedf amate? What about physical
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attractiveness, heredity, social status, education,
rehgion, moral character, disposition, wedth,
money habits, etc ? Do you know what the physio-
logical laws of marnage are? Are there reasons
why some men should not marry some women and
why some men and women should marry no one?
Wrtat psychological adjustments does marnage
require? Should married women work? How shall
our mcome be spent? Do elildren make or break
marriage relationships? Arethey an asset or a ha-
bihty? Should they be born thefirst, the second or
the thard year after marnage? Or should there
be no children at all? What information about
birth control is avadable and legitimate? What
makesfor happmess 1 thehome?

'Where figures have been obtained,” says Mr
Dewar, theleader of theBrooklyn group, "It would
appear that not over five per cent of the young
men and boys who partieipate 1 local Y M CA
groups have had sex mstruction from their par-
ents It istherefore plamly the duty of theY M
CA to provide this instruction for its members

"Our experience has been that the young men
and young women who attend the drscussion groups
onpreparation for marnagehave a serious, earnest
purpose The gatherings have been singularly free
from curosity seekers Itisnot required that those
who take the mstruction be actually engaged, but
they must recogmze marnage as therr goal Per-
haps half of the young people who attended the
Brooklyn class |ast year were iving m Y M CA
or Y W CA dormitories The joint activities pro-
vided by the two organizations, such as dances,
sightseemg parties and premes, gave them what |
might call sex education 1 the broad sense Therr
mnterest 1n the discussion group was a natural se-
quel

"In regard to birth control wetake the attitude
that Ignorance is no longer comparable with m-
nocence T he members of our groups are mformed
on the kistory of the movement and existing laws,
cautioned agamst dependmg upon casual mfor-
mation Where the need far mformation about
methodsis enident after thorough investigation o
mdimdual cases, marned couples or couples about
to be marmed are told where and under what eixr-
cumstances 1t can be had ”
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The White House Conference

The Sn of Omission

ByIRA S
HE delxﬂratmns of

the White House Con-

ference O Child Health
and Protection have been
gathered together* for
purposes of reference and

Birth Control failed to mn any officsal recognetron as a factor m
promotwmg “Ched Health and Protectson”, as Dr Wile pomts out s
this comment On the publsshed proceedwngs of the Whete House Con-
ference Heredsty was also ruled out of the discusston. Dr Ehas P
Lyon, Dean o the Medwcal School of the Unwerssty of Mwnnesota,
succeeded, however, 1n reading wnto the records at the February, 1931,
sesmons a protest agawnst the neglect of the probl emof heredity

for the gmdanee of those
who are specifically inter-
ested in Child Welfare Medical Service, Public
Health Service and Admamstration, Education
and Trammng o the Handicapped are consid-
ered The reports o the Conference Commttees
are presented m orderly form wth careful pre-
sentations o facts and figures, theories and
programs, ideas and comments, usualy ending
1n a senesof conclusions and recommendations

It is significant that m an entare volume devoted
to elld health and progress there should be no
recommendations concermng birth control. Here
and there is ahinted appreaiation of thefact that
rapidchild beanng andtoo numerousprogeny have
some relahon to the health and protechon of ehil-
dren. Dr Ray Lyman Wilbur, Secretary of the
Interior, Chairman of the White House Confer-
ence, for example, refersto thef ad that " Thein-
telligent control of our human stock offers a funda-
mental solution of someof our present difficulties
and gives promuse Of agreater futurefor usas a
people” Whether this refersto eugemies and mat-
ings in general or whether the “mtelhgent control**
18 to arise through the teaching of contraception is
not stated

Martha Van Rensselager, in a splendid address,
refers to the possibility “for children to be better
born,"* but there 1s no carrymng on of theidea to1ts
logical conchusion Save mm a Later paragraph m
whch she refers to a better understanding of the
problems of parenthood and the development of
indiiduals more quahfied for marrtage. Contra-
ceptive gmdance may have been part of her un-
spoken thought.

The most glanng sin of emission occurs m the

*White House Conference, 1930 \\ii t ¢ Hounse Conference
on Child Hedth and Protection. The Ceninry Company,
New York $2.00 (bound) and 50 cents (paper)

discussion of pre-natal and maternal care by the
Committee under the Chairmanshap of Fred L

Adarr, M D Onesearches m vam among the con-
clusionsdealing with infant and maternal morbids-
ty and mortahty which are admttedly “unneces-
sanly high,” for a smgle hmt of the relationship
between too rapid e¢hild beanng andlargef ad e s
to thosewholly preventable casualhes. The estrich
has been outdone

Thosewho areinterested m thefrank and honest
discussion Of birth control will recerve N0 enlighten-
mentfrom aperusal of this book. Everyone will ap-
prove all of its recommendations, although many
will regret thesad and stupid emssion of all direct
reference to arth control 1n its relation to child
health and protection Article IV of The Children’s
Charter, contamns a pledge “For every child, full
preparation for his birth, his mother recerving
pre-nata, natal and post-natal care, and the
establishment Of Such protective measures as w1ll
makechildbearag safer"* Initsessenceand broad-
est imphcations this 1s the doctrme whch the ad-
vocates of birth control especially commend and

support

Not One Cent for Heredity
By ELIAS P LYON

A BEAUTI FUL P ECE o Enghsh compos:-
tion, A Children's Charter,"" came out of
the Conference. | n mineteen articles in mneteen
separate ways it held forth how the environment
should be perfected. | hopethey will all be aceom-
plished, although some of them hold impheations
of such far-reaching social and economic change
that one wonders whether the pohtically minded
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men m charge o the Conference were aware of
what they were saymng

And in the whole nineteen articles there 1s not
one word about heredity Being informed that dis-
cussion on thefloor of the Conference of such topies
was not m order, | handed \n @ memoradum from
which | quote the following

“Representing agroup of biologists of the Um-
versity of Minnesota, | wish to record the con-
viction that too httle attention has been paid to
Heredity in this Conference We beheve that
the knowledge of heredity already existing offers
great possibihties for race improvement We
are moved by the contrast between the very large
expenditures Of pubhe funds, foundation endow-
ments and private gifts, the enormous amount of
social effort of all kinds, exerted on the environ-
mental side, and the comparative neglect of the
practical aspects of heredity as applied to man

"We are aware of the unsatisfactory present
situation of Ignorance, of prejudice, of unscien-
tific propaganda We attribute this situation large-
ly to absence of an authoritative, umted declara-
tion on thepart of expertsin this fiedld We suggest
that there be held a conference in which all
phases of this fundamentally Important subject
may be investigated and discussed as fully and
frankly as the environmental side has been at this
conference From such a conference we should
hope for an authontative program leadmg, as the
generations progress, to the realhization of what
we beheve should be the first cardinal declaration
of aMagna Charta of Childhood ' Every child 1s
entitled to be well born

This memorandum was read into the record by
Chairman Wilbur at the last session of the Con-
ference and referred to a follow-up committee

My colleagues and myself are enormously In-
terested in this matter We have reprinted the
memorandum n the magazine Science It 1s our
hope that one of the great foundations which SO
freely spend large sums on environmental |mprove-
ment may be prevailed upon to finance such a con-
ference as we have outhned We should hope that
out of such a conference would come an authorita-
tive program for the use of the extensive knowl-
edge of heredity that already exists

Weare not pessimists Nerther do we underest:-
mate thetask Weseerather themauguration of a
thousand year effort to make a better race If we
in Amernica can plan that f ar ahead, 1t will be some-
thing humamty has never done before
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Comments on Ellis® Article
FREEDOM AND KNOWLEDGE NEEDED

FIND myself mm complete agreement with Have-
lock Ellis in his article on Marriage—An
Enduring Imstrtutron | believe that monogamy is
the 1deal to which society should approximate
There should be nothing compulsory about 1t
Marrnage should bemade harder and divorce easier
Plenty of sex education and probably sane and
decent sex experience should precede permanent
marnage The new sexology, far from destroying
marriage and the famlly, 1s the only thmg which
can make possible a happy and enduring marriage
for themajornty of mankind Most marital discord
18 due to absence of sex knowledge and to sexual
mal adjustment, both of which would be elimmated
if we were aivihized enough to disseminate scientific
knowledge on sex matters and to permit pre-con-
jugal sex experience
Thereis no doubt that a civilized society would
permat voluntary sex relations outside of the rec-
ogmzed relationship 1n cases where marmage did
not prove possible or desirable Further, unmarned
women should be allowed t o have and rear children
when ntellectually and financially capable of meet-
mg such a responsillity | n other words, we should
not envisage a social order where sex expression
would be hmted exclusively to the legal famlly
But thefamlly would be the normal umt in which to
concentrate the recreative and procreative mam-
festations of human sexuahty Freedom and knowl-
edge, such asMr Elhs has so vahantly supported,
areprobably theonly procedure which can save the
famlly 1n modern civihzation Obviously, the bonds
of theological and legal intimidation are bursting
The new famlly order must rest upon mtelligence,
freedom, and adequate immformation

Harry ELMER BaBNES

THE FUTURE OF MARRIAGE

AVELOCK ELLIS' article, Marriage, Am

Enduring Institution, in the Birra ConTrOL
Review, 1s both timely and interesting There s a
great deal of wishful believing People believe that
a certain thing will take place because they want
it to take place Whether the facts are with or
agamnst them does not seem to disturb them If all
those who write about the ' bankruptcy of mar-
nage” and tell us that within a decade or two
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mamage will ceaseto exist as an institution would
examinethefacts, they would seethat their proph-
ecy is merely a reflection of their wishes

Asa matter of fact, proven by incontestable of-
ficiad statistics, the number o marriages has not
been diminished, but increased **In 1890, for in-
stance, 55%d the adult population o the United
States were marned, thirty years later, in 1920
(the figures for the 1930 census are not out yet),
the percentage was increased to 60! ""Adult’ ap-
phes to men and women over fifteen yearsold In
other words, in a population of 100 milhon there
werein 1920 about 414 mmllien more marned peo-
ple than there were iz 1890 (See The Critee and
Gurde, March, 1931)

The causes o theincrease in the percentage of
marrages are many, but without doubt the spread
of the knowledge o prevenception or birth control
15 one of the most potent factors Anybody whois
an earnest student o the subject wall acknowledge
that the fear of a large family was one of the
most restramming influences, one d the most power-
ful brakes on mamage Now that all intelhgent
men and women know about birth control, thereis
less hesitation in entermg the mnstitution known as
marniage And it is my wel considered opinion
that with the further spread of prevenceptive
knowledge and with divorce becoming easier, the
number of marnages will go on increasing In-
stead of taking place at a later and later age, as
was the case a generation or two ago, marnage
will take place at a considerably earlier age And
this will do away, to a great extent, if not wath
promiscuity, certainly with commerciahzed pros-
titution

| definitely believe that marnage, instead of be-
ing a crumbling, decaymg, putrescent, bankrupt
mstitution, or whatever other adjectives our ultra-
radical, half-baked sexologsts may apply toit, is
and will remain an enduring institution

Permat me to quote from my Sex Moralsty, Post,
Present and Future, which | wrote exactly twenty
years ago "' The monogamic system of marriage
wll probably survive 1o the future as the dominant
system The famly will in the future as in the
present form the basse unst of society, for a hap-
py, karmonious famsly v+ the best emovronment for
the proper bringwrg up d chaddren, for the proper
development of character O course it 1s possible
that the state mstitution for the care o children
in the future wmll be of a much higher character
than theinstitution o the present But the mnsti-
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tutions with which we are famihar do not inspire us
with very great expectations in this respect A good
home is superior to the best institution or asylum
or penszon OF dormitory, and no subststute has yet
been found for mother love and father love”

Whether or not the people will still solemnize
their marnages with religious or legal ceremonies
18 @ matter of minor importance One thingis cer-
tain marmage in the future will not be such a
practically indissoluble arrangement or contract
as it is now On the petition o both parties a
divorce or dissolution of marmage will be granted
without further ceremony, for the two persons who
have to hve together are the best judges as to
whether they want to continue to hve together or
not And when there are no children to be taken
care of, a smple declaration by husband and wife,
repeated perhaps after a lapse o three or six
months, should be and will be quite sufficient for
the termination of the marriagecontract Here the
State should have nothingto say When there are
children the State will make sure that they will be
properly cared for and provided for, before a di-
vorce is granted

Monogamy, while bemg the prevalent system,
will not be surrounded with the mgad and iron-clad
rules of the present day, will not be so absolute
inits applications as it 1s theoretwcally supposed
to be now, and occasional departures from it will
not be accompanied by the odimum and legal punish-
ments of the present day The mass o the people
being more famuliar with the truths of physielogy
and psychology, occasional straying from the
straight and narrow path of ngd monogamy will
not be frowned upon by the wife Perhaps st wnll be
encouraged Dy her

It is possible that 1t will be considered best for
people to marry at a very early age—eighteen to
twenty-two—even before the man can establish
and support an mdependent home |n such cases
the young man and woman would remain at their
respective parents' homes, until such a time when
they could hve mdependently, and they would meet
only occasionally They would have to guard
agamnst having children, but the measuresfor the
prevention o conception are easily taught and
easily earmed out

Changes the mamage institution will undergo,
but a change does not mean abehtion It very
often means strengtheming and mprovement Our
entire moral code, not merely our sexual mores,
is undergomg a change, 1s :in a condition o flux,
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but that does not mean that our entire moral code
18 going to the dogs On the contrary, we beheve
that 1t 18 becoming higher, nobler, more humane,
and what is of equal importance, more mtelhgent

WiLLiamM J Rosinson, M D

NO CAUSE FOR ALARM

AVELOCK ELLIS' areertion that the per-

sistenced thefamly asan mstitutlonisto be
expected and ishighly desirablesocially,comes with
partieular forcefrom a radical thinker and a free-
minded sociologist His correlative assertion that
marriage will vary mform and in ngidity o struc-
tureneed not then alarm us His emphasisupon its
essentially human engin and character justifies
us in thinking that the archaic theistic ceremony
still 1n vogue will give place eventudly to a type
more humamstic, like the one already m use 1 the
First Humamnist Society of New Y ork, based upon
human ideals rather than upon divine sanctions

CranrLEs Francis PorTex

AMATTEROFBELIEF

N Commenting on Havelock Elhs® article Mar-
riage—An Endurwg Inststution, my inchna-
tion 18 to say 1if Elhs says so, 1t is very hkely so
He1s no advocate or special pleader, his attitude
15 Judicial and his judgment cool. T think T must
follow my inchnation. With these reservations
What iscalled" mamage™ isan extremely complex
mshitution, a folkway m whieh not alone amenable
dnves, interests and habits suffuse one another,
discordant and conflicting ones also enter m Asan
mstitution, mamage 1s an unstable compenetra-
tion of 1ts components |ts equlibrium is dynam-
1¢, shifting now to this, now to that component for
a base, according t othe pullsand intensities of the
centnfugal parts Thus mamage has a hstory,
which is a succession of forms that vary wmth the
time, the place, the people and the cultural situa-
tion, and mamage consists of an assemblage of
present forms which are the resultants o simmlar
and o novel nfluences presently operative
Whether any one, or al, of these mfluences is
strong enough to disintegrate the mnstitution of
mamage by remforcing its centrifugal compon-
ents, cannot be told from a study of its biologieal
grounds, or of thesex hfe dof savages, or of its his-
tory as an institution The present state of mar-
nage u present, not m so far as it repeats the
past, but i so far as it embodies unprecedented

30
140
[
130 I’
I
120
/
4
no
) /’
RUSSIA
100, =
2 I A
ya
X 90 y /
o
< 4
I oo -
= 7
H o ) 4 /
2 l’ / CERMANY
E 60 . W
3 rd
: - o
N A UNITED STATES. oS
- /./‘ 1S -~
L o -
40}
FRANCE: bb-
30| ot ] (I \-\1,0 s )/
9%,«" ) o 1TAD
20 = 7 SPAT
e
10 - ORWAY & SWEDEN 3
-y ¥
=1 Pontuea”

BirrTa CoxTror REvIEW

elements, and reacts to unprecedented conditions,
which the past could not foresee and which could
not be predicted from a study of the past The
mpact o large scale mdustry and of science on
cvilization and 1ts mmstitutions has transformed the
dynamics and patterns of social life, including the
famly, in the most unexpected ways And these
forcesare still very far from the maximum of their
mtensity Theobservations and Inferencesof biolo-
gst, psychologist, anthropologist and the rest,
throw no hght on how theseforces affect mamage,
or marnage them The *socia sctences” simply
provide data, hke so many articles on the menu o
a cafeteria, from which mtellectuals choose and
publicists rationalize the satisfaction of their ap-
petites But they do not enable us to predict that
marriage will endure, or in what form it will en-
dure or how long These are matters o behef
and preference, not of scientsfic forecastmg And
1t is because | prefer that mamage shall endure
and so beheve that it will endure, that | align my-
sdf mth Mr Elhs

Horace M KALLEN

POPULATION INCREASE IN THE UNITED STATES
AND EUROPEAN COUNTRIES SINCE 1800
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France Needs Birth Control

By GEORGES VALOT

HE French law agamst the spread of birth
control imnformation 18 the most drastie of any

country It the Federal Counail of Churches had
1ssued a statement i France similar to that 1ssued
mm New York in March all the members would have
been put in jail

T o beor not to be that 1s now the question for
France, where the population 1s decreasing France
strives for peace, but she beheves m the old pro-
verb, #S) vis pacem, para bellum -- As compared
with our populatlon of 40 mllion, Germany has 66
milhen, and Italy has4l mlhoen and 1s increasing
at the rate of 450,000 per annum This Increase
makes 1t absolutely necessary for Italy to extend
its territory, consequently we see Itahian leaders
claiming Corsica and Nice as thesr own This for-
midable Itahan Increase m populatlon 1s a per-
manent danger for peace m Europe, and m case of
war France will be overpowered by superier num-
bers

Public opmmon, various |eagues and the govern-
ment all o to urge an increase 1 our population
To that end the French government has tred to
Increase our barth rate in two ways first by en-
couraging an Increase in the birth rate, second, by
repressing all measures which tend to dwmimsh the
birth rate

Encouragement bonuses, reduction 1n taxes,
certificates of honor and good eitizenship, and
medals are meted out to these who produce large
families of from 6 to 20 children

Repression ban on criminal abortion Article
No 317 of our penal code 1s particularly severe
for pregnant women seeking abortions, and for any-
one who performs them A physician convicted of
teaching or practicing abortion 13 condemned to
hard labor Those who disscminate contraceptive
methodsor offer to disseminate contraceptive meth-
ods arc pumshed by one to six months in jail and
fined 100to 5,000 francs As a result, even in cases
where a woman has had several Ccsarian opera-
tions, Or 14 suffering from severe tuberculows, 1t 18
absolutely a crime to prescribe contraccptives

I challenge anyone to show me a single book on
the populatlon problem published 1n France which
18 not effected by the slogan ** France s becoming
depopulated because she has no children® Al-

though this pomnt of view 1s based on the attitude
of the French Government 1t 1s absolutely wrong
While from 1900 to 1929 the birth ratc was dimin-
ishing by 45 per cent 1 England and by 49 per
cent in Germany, the birth rate im France was
dimimishing by only 18 per cent At the present
tme the French barth rate, 177 per thousand
inhabitants, 1s ligher than the English figure of
16 3 per thousand, and 1s very close to the German
birth rate of 17 9 per thousand

The French birth rate 1s satisfactory If the
populatlon of Franceis decreasing 1t 1s because she
18 the only one of all the highly civilized countries
to have a death rate of 18 per thousand The
following death ratc figures arc sigmficant

United States 119
Germany 125
England 135
Italy 160
Spain 180
France 180

These nations have approximately the same ch-
matric conditions, and good hygienic institutions
The mystery is explamcd as soon aswe comparethe
mortality and the consumption of alcohol in these
various countries

France stands at the head of the list, and after
her comes Spain and Italy Up to the advent of
Mussolim, the Italian death ratc was higher than
the French Now matters have bern reversed, large-
ly, | believe, because Mussolim1 has been successful
in closing thousands of saloons In the hope of
reducing the French death rate, the Bureau for
the Study of the Liquor Problem (Office National
D’Etudes Sur L’dlcool) was founded last year,
with the help of Professor E Gley, former Pres:-
dent of the Academy of Medicine 1n Pans On
behalf of this organization, | am traveling through
many countries studying mortality in relation to
hygienic conditions and aleoholic consumption

I hope that | shall gather sufficient facts to
prove that the trouble with France 18 the death
rate not the birth rate, and that its drath rate s
dur to its large consumption of alcohol I 1 can
succeed n reduemg the death rate through lower-
ing the consumption of acohol, | shall indirectly
help the birth control movement m France, for |
shall pomnt out that it 18 not the birth rate which
18 an ewvil, but the death rate
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Book Reviews

THE PHYSICAL BASIS OF PERSONALITY,
by Charles R Stockard, M D W W Norton
and Company, New York $350

HE Insane, thediotic, and possibly the erim-
mal are farhar examples of personahty gone
wrong In the ammal world such individuals would
be promptly and mexpensively taken care of by the
mpartial struggle for survival With a avilized
people, belheving 1n the sacredness of human life
even though 1t be solely the prolongation of the
physical existence of but thedead clay, the problem
assumes altogether different proportions The
constantly mcreasing drag on positive evolution of
humanity by the maintenance and care of the ab-
normal personahty reaches proportions, 1n dollars
alone, little short of astounding From this single
side personahty touches every one o us, yet this
may be the darker side |In our every day contacts
it 1s always the personahty of one human being
touching that of another which looms to the fore
It behoovesus, therefore, asintelbgent human be-
mgs, to make a direct effort to understand the
ways and means of personahty Furthermore, if we
are to have a successful program for the preven-
tion of the waste attendant upon abnormal per-
sonahty, 1t becomes necessary to have a thorough
understanding of the things to be prevented
Dr Stockard has presented, in the book under
review, a umque contribution to the analysis of
what makes personality No aspect of this many-
sided problem 1s over - balanced Environment,
heredity and development all comein for therr pro-
portionate share In the space alowed for review,
but one of the numerous Important contributions
to this subject can be cited The mstance chosen
1s from Dr Stockard's own work 1n the study of
personality 1n dogs The many types and breeds of
dogs are differentiated one from another m strik-
g Ways |n attempting to analyze the physical
basis of these differences in personahty, he has
made crosses of these pure types one on another
In a cross between the short-bent-legged basset
hound with the normal, wild-type, long-legged
German shepherd, often n error called police dog,
the hybrid offspring are all very closely ahke in
form, coat texture, color, and behavior, and this
1s true nomatter which breed s used as sire or dam
The progeny are all short-legged hike the basset

parent and none have thelong legs o the shepherd
The shortness, howesver, may vary sorneahat and
1s rarely so pronounced asin the pure basset hound
The short-legged, first generation hybrids all have
thelong drooping ears o the hound and never the
erect ears of the shepherd, and the voice or bark is
also more hound-hke than shepherd like When
these hybrid pups are reared by a shepherd mother
and have never seen a basset hound, they will, when
put on the field for thefirst time, scent with ther
noses down and bark as they run, behaving as
therr hound father would do, acting 1n a manner
entirely unhke the reactions of thewr shepherd
mothers with whom they have always associated
Thus their hunting mnstinets are as truly inherited
as leg-lengths or hair color, being probably asso-
ciated with acuteness of smdll, and are not, in this
case at least, developed as a conditioned reflex by
observing the behavior of the mother

Dr Stockard has performed a real service i
gathering together the scattered and varied litera-
ture on the physical basis of personality and sum-
marizing 1t in such a pleasing style In the space of
320 pages is collected a subject matter having a
sigmficant bearing on us all Jorn W Gowen

CHRONOS, OR THEFUTURE OF THE FAM-
ILY, by Eden Paul, Kegan Pad, Trench T'rub-
ner and Co Loendon, England

DR PAUL takes as his thesis, change w the
forms of family hfe caused by modem eco-
nomic conditions, whaich have brought about wom-
an's freedom from male dominance, both economic
and personal, and by the knowledge of birth con-
trol now widely practiced Therefore men and
women can and do indulge in sex relationships
surtable to basic human needs, though what these
needs may beis not defined, nor 1s any evidence to
support the assumption of widespread change
n SeX relationships given
Having amnly disposed of monogamy (apparent-
ly parents n the past got no emotional or social
satisfaction from permanent relationships with
one another or with their chlldren) Eden Paul
grants that children may be born, forgetting the
assumpt:ion that birth control should eliminate such
a contingency , he provides for their care by plac-
g them in ** scattered homes' where children will
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be gurded by adultswho " havea talent for parent-
hood and will become socialized through con-
tact with one another

What the ultimate effect upon adults and chil-
dren thus ahgned will be and hence upon society
per s¢ Dr Paul does not disclose

That there are profound changes occurring in
family life today no one would question But
whether the ultimate and universal adjustment
will be along the hnes indicated by Dr Paul may

well be challenged Evrsa ButLEr GROVE

MARRY OR BURN, by George Ryley Scott
Greenberg, New York $2 50

H1S most uneven book is remarkably hard to
review fairly With one hand Dr Scott gives
what hetakes away with the other One can say of
him that he 1s sincere, forthnght, unafraid, that
heis a thorough believer 1n birth control, and also
in legalized abortion—in other words, over a wom-
ar’s right to possession and use of her own body,
that i general his views on marriage and on sex-
ual abnormalities are entirely sane, and that he
recognizes orgamzed orthodox theology as the
greatest enemy o progressin the sexual asin all
other fields On the other hand, he s an extremst,
next door to a fanatic on some points, he Injures
his own cause by the wald and impossible claims he
makes, hebetrays a personal bias, especially 1n re-
gard to femimsm, which makes him at times ridicu-
lous, and to cap the chmax, a great part— as he1s
fond of saymg, a “big” part — of his book 1s writ-
ten mm a language that never was on land or sea,
with neologisms that display bad Latimty, and
with a pedantic use of obscure and obsolete words
that wall wear out most readers' dictionary-direct-
ed patience
Love, to Dr Scott, 1s a fiction, 1t consists 1n the
preservation of an illusion combined with sexual
technique, and apart from that it 1s nothing but
lust plus affection But what has anyoneever claim-
ed love to be expect lust plus affection, to reduce
it t01ts lowest terms? When he expatiates on either
rehgion O economics, he shows the same emotion-
alism and prejudice | happen to bein entire agree-
ment with him on religious questions, and yet | feel
that misreadings of the Encyclopedta Bsbiica will
never help our common cause Likewise, | confess
to a fellow-feehng with Dr Scott 1n his ammad-
versions 0N children, 1 his statement — unpopular
but, | beheve, true—that children break up more
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marriages than they bind, and that for those with
Important work to do they are an unmtigated
hability, but I cannot follow him when he con-
cludes that therefore child-bearing must be made
“attractive”—by repeal of public education and
child-labor laws' Surely (and this apphes as well
to his anti-fermmst tirades), if there are not
enough jobsfor all the healthy adultsmm the world,
the solution 1s t0 establish a social system whereby
there shall be enough, and not to forbid women
from being self-supporting, or demand that chil-
dren shall be! Much of the book, indeed, 1s a wish-
fulfilment dream Certainly in this country there
18 N0 such umversahty of Rationalism asDr Scott
proclaims, and (as a member of the British Ra-
tionalist Press Association, and a constant read-
er of its literature) 1 doubt very strongly whether
such a condition obtamns m England either

Dr Scott will have down on him all the war
nurses and other aids, all the feminsts, all the re-
hgionists, however modermstic, all those who love
and desire offspnng, aswell as al the “morahsts”
and reformers who would naturally attack a book
o this nature As propaganda for hirth control
or for changes in our marrage system, ms work
frustrates its own end | know—and have not al-
ways avoided—the difficulty of remaiming judic-
12l and 1mpartral while 1n the gnp of strong emo-
tional convictions but thefact remains, as Mencken
has pointed out, that indignation 1n hterature de-
featsits object

If some sympathetic friend had taken the manu-
script of this book and deleted from it all that
arose from merely personal emotional bias, we
should have a valuable work Asit 13, Rationalists,
marnage reformers, and birth controllers alike
must needs sigh, after reading it, '"God save us

from our friends !’
Mayxarp SHirLEY

A NEW THEORY OFHEREDITY, by George
Arthur Gaskell € W Dansel Co, London
23 6d

MPHASIZING the psychical rather than the

physical aspectsdf hife, theauthor of this bttle
book sets out to expound a new theory of mherit-
ance His arguments savor of the séance room
rather than the laboratory, and he uses biclogical
terms with a looseness which would cause even the
most charitably-minded biologist to shudder, yet
he sets forth an interesting point of view The
theory, briefly, 1s that hife and inheritance result
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not so much from the union of two mature sex cells
as from some "'subtle surroundmg mediom’ con-
cerned with the “super-physical nature of mnd
and emotion,” a semething which surrounds our
planet hke an atmosphere and which contains the
""gpecia life processes of every kind of plant and
animal on the globe ” Lacking any experimental
datawhatever for support, the theory as explamned
bears the virtue o being nove rather than con-
vincing

O most interest to the readers of the Bmra
ConTroL REVIEW IS a section m the appendix en-
titled “Heredity and Birth Control'* Herem the
author mcludes some correspondence with Charles
Darwm, dated 1878 | n answer to aletter wntten
by Gaskell explammg some of hus generahzations
n regard to social sdlection, or therth of thefit,
Darwin rephed, m part, as follows

| have lately been led to reflect a httle (far
now that I am growmg old, my work has
become merely special} on the artifieaal checks
to mcrease, and | cannot but doubt greatly
whether such would be advantageous to theworld
at large at present, however it may be mn the dis-
tant future.

Suppose that such checkshad been in action
durmng the last twa or three centuries, or even
for a shorter time 1n Britam, what a difference
it would have made mn the world, when we con-
sider America, Austraha, New Zealand and
South Africa! No words can exaggerate the im-
portance, in my epmmon, of our colonization far
the future history of theworld

If it were universally known that the birth of
children could be prevented, and this was not
thought immoral by marned persons, would
there nat be great danger of extreme profligacy
amongst unmarned women, and might we not
Become hke to “arreos” societies 1n the Pacific?

In the course o a century, Prance will tell us
the result m many ways We can already see that
the French nation does not spread or mcrease
much

It 1s mteresting to note, here, the conservative
stand taken by Darwin on the queshon o birth
control There is httle doubt that m the hght of
present conditions Darwim would havetaken a more
optimistic view, as the wntimgs of his itellectual
descendants, Juhan Huxley, Leonard Darwm, and
others, evidence

EstHER F VeEELAND

BizTax CoxTroL REVIEW

MRS GRUNDY A HISTORY OF FOUR CENTURIES OF
MORALS INTENDED TO ILLUMINATE PRESENT
PROBLEMS IN GREAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED
sTaTES, by Leo Markun D Appleton and Co,
New Fork $ 00

MEDDLERS uPLIFTING MORAL UPLIFTERSby H
| Brock Ives Washburn, New York $3 00

CENSORED THE PRIVATE LIFE OF THE MOVIE, by
Morris L Ernst and Pare Lorentz Jonathan
Cape and Harnsen Smith, New York $2 75

WHEN EVER society or society's Volsteads,
Coemstocks and Grundys, officially or unof-

ficially, go too far m attempting to direect and
regulate personal and public morahty, there fol-
lows a violently hberal reaction We are hiving now
m such an era of reaction, M testimony of which
we have these three volumes, a few of many such
recently pubhshed

Mrs Grundy, hke the poor, has been and—al-
though wedeprecateit—wall bealwayswith us But
one thmg is certam—and this is Mr Markun's
thesis—her good reputation 1s not what it once
was, for the sunple reason that sheis preeminently
fickle. She changes her position as to what 1s nght
and wrong as often as the mimnute hand o a watch
Mr Markun’s thesis 18 not new The burden o
Leck’s Hustory d European Morals 1s that the
recognized wirtues are practiced in varying degrees
depending on the tune and the place "There is
not,"" writes Mr Markun, "a smgle defimite rule
for moral conduct that has always and everywhere
prevailed among men *’

For instance, hke Benjamin Frankhn, Mrs
Grundy isnot thesame person abroad as at home
She changes her attitude m the Solomon Islande,
agam 1n Pans, agam m Moscow, and agam in the
Tibet Nor is she the samewoman today that she
was yesterday She has rewarded pirates, but has
repnmanded children 1n Cromwell’s time for having
said that they had seen a squirrel run across a
road, she has condoned gambling but has frowned
at mmsters who baptized infants born on Sunday,
she applauded, when a president of Harvard m
1673 said that he looked upon toleration "*as the
first-born of all abomnations,” but she condones,
when enroute through Germany, the activities of
the nudists A strange woman this! A most unre-
hable authonty ! Exceedingly untrustworthy* For
exposmg her anew, Mr Markun deserves high
praise He hasshown how necessary 1t 18 for every-
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body, singly and en masse, to get sensible about
the regulation of moral behavior

Meddlers is an excellent compamon volume to
Mrs Grundy, for i it Mr Brock catalogues and
ceritieizes the forces which he beheves are mter-
fermg with the natural evolution Of American
moral hfe and thought He finds meddlers every-
where, and as thick as mosquitoes 1n a September
swamp Hefindsthem in church, 1n the psychologi-
cal laboratory, in peace conferences, i patriotic
assembhes, in the Senate and :n the House, 1n the
school and college, in the club, m the pubhshing
houses, on your doorstep and :n your back yard

But even their ubiquaty might be tolerated were
it not for their mmquty! They are pestilential.
They carry a poisonous stigma with them every-
where, which may, indeed, put a commendableciti-
zen 1 class mith a cnmmal "If a man who takes
adrnk of synthetic gin, or a man who has in his
possession a copy of a book by Giovanm Boccaccio
is no less hable to arrest and pumshment than a
felon who breaks into your house, shoots you full
o holes and tramples the baby to death i his
eagerness to get away with the silver—then what
pnce felony? What pnce law? What pnce de-
cency? What pnce horse sense, and that of the
damnest plamest sort?"

Hereare symptomsthat warrant such abook as
Mr Brocks—a book unfortunately that the ma-
Jonty o the meddhng brood will not—dare not
reed—for Truth's sake, (their Truth, of course)
and Mrs Grundy’s Truth

Censored—a book of the same salutary type as
the two prececing, corroborates our suspicions
that mn vanous states our filmsare' cut™* frequent-
ly and i a most asimne and mdiscrimmate Way
It 1s a book which might well be tatled “Movie Med-
des' or ""Mrs Grundy in Filmland »

For mstance, m Virgima, “Unwelcome Children”
was rejected m toto and thrown out of the state
But why?Hereis the censors comment “This film
18 a photoplay with a clearly defined well-acted
plot, but—termble to relate :n the name of all that
iS scientafically true and socially advisable—it m-
volves such delicate questions as eugemcs, birth
control, and abortion, contraceptives and thelike ”
A Woman o Affairs” was shown to the august
censors i Virgima, they barred it because it
touched on the subject of syphihs

No movlie of axy artistic importance Was passed
by the ladies and gentlemen of Oleo without some
"unholy gesture' being snatched from it, wmith the
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exceptions of the story of Chrst, "' The King o
Kings," and Charlke Chaphn’s “The Circus”

Peculiarly enough, each state board according
to these authors, hasits own pet aversions Kansas
suppresses nose-thumbmg, Maryland neck-kiss-
g, Virgima untoward remarks , New Y ork politi-
cal corruption , but Pennsylvama 1s"* the most arb:-
trary and severeof them dl,'* and works “with a
fury and an mconsistency that offer no cluesasto
what it purports to serve'

When the movle industry decided to "get itself
abishop” it turned thefate of the movle“over toa
pohtician and Presbyterian dde,”" and Messrs
Ermst and Lorentz conclude that “we can expect
no fight for freedom, taste or mature thought 1n
the conduct of the movle barons so long as the
Bishop of Hollywood chants his platitudes and
swings his pot of Purty ”  m.pr H Derscm

BOOKS RECEIVED

BacrerouNDSs FOB SocioLoay, by Hanmbal Gerald
Duncan, PhD Marshall Junes Ce, Boston,
Mass $4 00

THE Camp IN PrisrTeve SocieTy, by Nathan Mul-
ler, PhD Brentano’s New York $300

Essays oN PoruraTion, by James A Field Edited
by Helen Fisher Hohman 7'4: Unéverssty of
Chicago Press, Chicago: Ihmoss 33 50

FiFTy Yeazs or FreerHOUGHT, Vol 11, by George
E MacDonald The Truth Secker Co New
York $4 00 (wth Vol 1-$6 00)

BmrtH CONTROL AND THE STATE, A Plea and a
Forecast, by C P Blacker E P Duttor and
Co New Ywk 100

BioLocy IN Homax Arrams, Edited by Edward
M East McGraw Hill Book Co New Y wk
$3 50

THE SurvivaL oF THE Uxrrrrest, by Charles
Wicksteed Armstrong The C W D a d Co

London.
v

A NEW AEGUMENT AGAINST BIRTH CONTROL

Supposel go to a nver wheresalmon are spawn-
ingand | pour afluid mto thestream which nullifies
the power of the female eggs to germmate The
gamewarden catches me and brings me mto court
I tell the judgethat | dad not kil any fish and am
therefore not guilty of destroymg samon

What do you think would happen to me :n one
o our federal courts? Rev P G KreIn

Seattle, Washington
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News

INTERNATIONAL

HE International Union for the Scientific In-

vestigation of Population Problems held its
second general assembly in London, June 15-19
The American committee included Dr Louis |
Dublin, chairman, Dr Raymond Pearl, Dr Henry
Pratt Fairchuld, Dr Frank H Hankins, Dr P
K Whelpton

UNITED STATES

IRTH CONTROL as a public health measure
was advocated at the annual meetmng of the
Medical Women's National Association in Phila-
delphia on June 8th Dr Ellen C Potter, medical
director of the New Jersey Welfare Department
and chairman of the race betterment committee of
the Association, said '"The medical profession
should have the most comprehensive outlook 1n re-
lation to race betterment, and this view should in-
clude Mrth control, selective sterihzation, pre-
natal and post-natal care, sex education, mental
hygiene, parental education and behavior prob-
lems*” The organization has always favored birth
control under medical supervision, according to
Dr Olga Stasny, retiring president

The Eugenics Research Asseciation held its an-
nual meeting on June 6th at the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, New York Dr Clarence
G Campbell, president, pointed out that “we can
have small hope of making permanent improve-
ment in social, economic or civic conditions, unless
at the same time improvement ismade in the heredi-
tary nature of the human stock that is involved 1n
these conditions* Among the speakers were Pro-
fessor Harrison R Hunt, Dr Charles B Daven-
port, Dr Besse B Wessell, Dr A F Blakeslee

The newly organized National Couneil on Free-
dom from Censorship has undertaken the defense
of Mane Stopes book Contraception, which was
imported several monthsagoby Dr R N Taylor,
aresearch specialist, and seized by the Collector of
the Port of New York The defense contends that
any scientific book should be allowed free entry if
needed for study

Dr Herbert Thoms of Yale Uni-
versity School of Medicine, spokr
at the fourth and last forum held on May 26th

CONNECTICUT

Bir*a CONTBOL Reviegw

Notes

under theauspices o the Naugatuck Birth Control
League, and said that physicians should be grant-
ed the right, by law, to impart contraceptive mn-
formation to married persons

Addressing the annual meetmg of the General
Association of Connecticut at Windsor on June
10th, the Reverend Fletcher D Parker, of Hart-
ford, called upon the Congregational clergymen to
"speak out as Christians” against the law pro-
hibiting the dissemmation of birth control advice
He said “By our absurd laws here in Connecti-
cut, we causethousands o hapless parentsto bring
into the world other thousands of poor, unwanted
children Therepeal of thislaw 1s a primary charge
upon our conscience as pioneers for a better Chris-
tian civilization

NEwJERsEY 1he State Federation of Women's

Clubs, through their Social Welfare
Department, will take up the study of birth con-
trol next winter The Social Hygiene Committee
of New Jersey Leaguefor Women Voters (55 New
Street, Newark) has issued an outhne for indi-
vidual and group study o birth control, present-
ing both sides and giving references to available
pamphlets and books Dr Ernc Matzner, medical
director of the American Birth Control League,
spoke on the “Medical Aspects of Birth Control"
at theweekly luncheon session of the Veritans Club
of Paterson on June 3rd

MINNESoTA TheMinnesota Birth Control League
filed Articles of Incorporation with
theSecretary of State of Minnesota on Junel13th
The offices of the League, which is affihated with
the American Birth Control League, are Presi-
dent, Mrs G C Shafer, first Vice-President, Mrs
R F Waelch, second Vice-President, Mrs R J
Dorer, Secretary, Mrs H B Wileox, Treasurer,
Mrs Galbert J Holzer, Chairman of Finance Com-
mittee, Mrs W O Winston, Jr , Chairman o
Social Welfare Committee, Mr.; Charles P Wag-
ner, Chairman of Extension Committee, Mrs A E
Selby, Chairman of Publcity Committee, Mrs
Bernard S Harris
Mrs W O Winston, Jr, was nominated as
representative on the Board of Direectors of the
American Birth Control League Temporary sum-
mer headquarters will be kept at the home of Mrs
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Shafer, 3037 Fremont Avenue South, to whom all
communications should be addressed Permanent
offices wall be opened 1n the fall

A luncheon i honor of Mrs Benjamin Carpenter
of Chicago, president of the Ilhnois Birth Control
League, and member of the Board of Directors of
the American Birth Control League, was given on
Wednesday, June 17th, at the Woman's Club in
Mmneapolis A group of women from Minneapols,
St Paul and Duluth attended Mrs W O Wins-
ton, Jr , presided, and introduced as speakers, Mrs
Carpenter, Miss Gladys Gaylord, of Cleveland,
Ohio, and Mrs Donald McGraw, director of fidd
work of the Amencan Birth Control League The
ams o the League were outhined by Mrs McGraw
and Mrs Carpenter and Miss Gaylord described
the work being done in Ohio

CANADA

EVEREND Canon Lawrence Skey, rector o
St Anne’s Anglican church im Toronto re-
cently 1ssued a statement that he would give birth
control information to any young woman i his
panish about to be married Giving his reason for
this defiance of Canadian law, he said 'l cannot
permit women to go to their deaths from beanng
too many children because doctors and govern-
ments will not inform them -- No action was taken
agamnst the Canon

GERMANY

NATION-WIDE campaign for remova o

all legal restrictions on birth control 1s be-
irg launched m Germany under the leadership of
Frau Dr Else Kienle-Jakobowski of Stuttgart
A “Committee for Self-Incrimmmation’ has been
formed, whose purpose 1t 15 to collect so many
afidavits from violators that the courts will be
swamped, and prosecutions impossible The Com-
mittee 1s backed by Iion Feuchtwanger, Karin
Michaelis, Thea Van Harbou, Ernst Toller and
other noted writers

JAPAN

BIRTH CONTROL Women's L eague was or-

gamzed on May 17th at a meeting held at
the Tokyo Y W C A. Baroness Shizue Ishimoto,
long an advocate of rth control, spoke It was
decided that the League will avoid political is-
sues, will establish branches and chmes, hold
trammng classes and discussion groups
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Progress in Connecticut

HE Connectlcut Birth Control League wound
up its activities for 1930-1931, and fired its
opeming gun for the new year at a large luncheon
given at the Lawn Club at New Haven The gath-
ering Was representative and included many phy-
sicians and promment women from all partsdf the
State Proceedings were opened by a short speech
from Mrs A G Porntt the retiring Chairman of
the League, who introduced Mrs E B Reed of
New Haven, who presided Dr C-E A Winslow,
who had been largely mnfluential in forming the
New Haven Committee of the League, was unfor-
tunately called away at the beginmng of the meet-
mg, but the Yale Medical School as wdl as the
medical profession of the State was wdl repre-
sented
The work done during the Legslative session
was reviewed by Judge Epaphroditus Peck, who
~ntroducedhe Birth Control Bill in the Legsla-
ture, piloted 1t to a favorable report in the Ju-
diciary Committee, and spoke for it when it came
up for its final vote in the House Judge Peck re-
gretted 1ts defeat, but pointed to the fact that
thevote n 1ts favor had increased from 17 in 1929
to 76 1in 1931 He attmbuted this partly to a
growmg sentiment 1 favor of birth control, and
partly to the fact that the bill had been much less
drastic than that of 1929 by which a total repeal
of the Connectlcut law, prohibiting the use of all
contraceptives, had been sought Theforces which
the advocates of Birth Control now face, he told
the League, are twofold First there 1s the opposi-
tion of the Roman Cathohe Church, and second
thereis the conservatism and Ignorance of alarge
section of the population, particularly m the over-
represented rural towns of the State The first
opponent 1s, he believes unchangeable, but the sec-
ond will give way with the advance of education He
reviewed at some length the recent steps i favor
of birth control, taken by the Protestant churches,
and advised the League to continue 1ts efforts at
education and gradual mod:fication of the atti-
tude of the average small town man and woman
Dr David R Lyman, the highly-respected head
of alarge tuberculosis samtarium, was the second
speaker He told of the desperate need of contra-
ception for tubercular women and stated that 1t
was nfinitely preferable to prevent her pregnancy
than to relieve her o 1t by therapeutic abortion,
such aswas permissible under the Connect~cutaw
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The most important report gven at the meet-
ing was that of Dr Herbert Thoms, who read a
statement signed by Dr Comfort, Secretary of the
State Medical Soclety

“As a medical organmzation the Connectlcut
State Medical Soclety 18 concerned solely with
the medical and pubhc health aspects of birth
control, and not with social Or economie con-
siderations The present Connectlcut statutes
provide for the legal performance of abortion
1n the presenceof tuberculosis, heart disease, ne-
phnitis and other senous diseases Wath this fact
m mmd 1t appears reasonable that our patients
be further safeguarded by legahzing the dis-
semination of contraceptive advice fOr medical
purposes by hicensed practitioners, as was em-
bodied m a proposed amendment to the State
statute which was approved by more than 400
members of our society and by the Judiciary
Committee of the present Legislature

"The House of Delegates voted unammously
that the sentiments expressed 1 the above state-
ments be approved by the Soclety

""The House of Delegates also voted unan:-
moudly that this expression be referred to the
Committee on Pubhc Policy and Legislation of
the Connecticut State Medieal Soclety for prop-
er study, actron and report at the 1932 session
o the Soclety »

Fortified by this support from the Connectlcut
State Medical Society, Dr Thoms moved that the
Connecticut Birth Control League concentrate its
efforts on the fight to secure an amendment o the
Connectlcut law on the same hnes as the amendment
mtroduced 1n 1931 The motion Was carried un-
ammously

Theelection of officersfollowed Dr A N Crea-
Jeck of New Haven was chosen as President The
Vice Presydents are Judge Clarence S Hall, o
Bndgeport and Mrs George S Hauck of West
Hartford, Secretary, Mrs E B Reed, the Trea-
surer, Mrs Longshaw K Porntt The Executive
Committee are Mrs George H Day, Hartford,
Dr A BhssDayten, New Haven, Mrs Henry L
Gapm, New Haven, Dr James R Miller, Hart-
ford, Dr D C Peterson, Bridgeport, Dr Samuel
Pierson, Stamford, Mrs A G Porntt, Hartford,
Dr Herbert Thoms, New Haven, Mrs James K
Whattemore, New Haven, Professor C -E A Wins-
low, New Haven, Mrs Karl Young, Nen Haven
Mrs Leonard D Adkins is chairman of Fairfield
County, and Mrs Alfred M Pease d Hartford
County

BierTe ConTRoOoL REVIEW

AY MCA READINGLIST

Fos A Generar DiscussioN OF THE ProBrEMS
oF MARRIAGE

“Marrage m the Modem Manner” by Dr Ira
S Wile and Mary Day Winn—The Century
Company —$2 00
This 18 one of the best single books covering

the range of subjects dealt wath mn the
course, except the-sex side of married hfe

FoB I NFORMATION ABouT THE Sex Sme oF Mak-
RIED LIFE

""The Sex Side o Lafe” by Mary Ware Dennett
Single copies 35 cents Order from the author
at 81 Singer Street, dstorsa, Long Island
A pamphlet of 27 pages but, though brief, 1s

quite complete The plates are unusually
well done

“Introduction to the Physiology and Psychology
o Sex"" by Dr S Herbert Macmdllan—$3 00
A more extended treatise on the subject, m

text-book character

Drarine WirH THE Art oF Love v Magrgriace®

"*Sex and the Love Lafe,” by Williem J Field-
mg Dodd Mead and Company—$2 50

"Modern Marriage” by Paul Popeno— Grosset
and Dunlap—$1 00

"The Sexua Life” by C W Malchow—C V
Mosby—$5 00
(Restnicted 1 cyrculation)

“Happmess 1n Marriage™ by Margaret Sanger
Brentano—%$2 00

InrorMATION ON SEx ror READING BY OR TO
Youxe CHILDREN
"Growing Up" by Karl de Schweimtz—Mac-
millan—$1 75
A charming book, wel Illustrated

Basic InrvorMaTiON AND CoUNSEL TO PARENTS
Wao Wise o Here Teem CHILDREN
“Parents and Sex Education™ by Benjamm C
Gruenberg Amerwcan Social Hyguene Asso-
csatton $100

*For those who have already done considerable
readmg 1n thisfield, booksby H W Long and W
F Robie offer more detailed mformation regarding
the enmchment of sex expenences Long's ' Sane
Sex Lafe and Sane Sex Living™ 1s especially help-
ful They are not generally available but can some-
tunes be procured through the medical or psycho-
logcal professions
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In the Magazines

IN MEMORBRIUM—JAMES FREYER COOPEB

By S Adolphus Knopf, M D

HERE are many discoveries in the fidd of
curative medicine and surgery which have les-

scned disease and suffenng, prolonged hfe and
increased human happess, but no monuments in
bronze or stone exist to perpetuate the memory of
the great physicians and surgeons who attained
those marvelous results |t 1s the same with those
who have devoted theirr labors to the prevention
of disease

James Freyer Cooper was one o the great souls
who belong to this latter group, but advocates o
such unpopular ideas in preventive medicine as
contraceptlon areusually httle known to the laitys
and in many instances are frowned upon and dis-
hked, particularly by men and women who are
taught by their spiritual advisers not to histen to
or read about information concerming such mat-
ters Even physicians belonging to these rehgious
persuasions are warned not to follow the teachings
and works o the advocates of birth control

Dr Cooper was, until his death, the medical
director of the American Birth Control League,
which pesition he had held for nearly seven years
It was my rare privilege to have known him per-
sonaly and to have had many intimate talks with
him eoncermng the problem which he had made his
Iife’s work How far-reaching this work was, or how
many hives o mothers of this generation have been
saved by humself and the medica men and women
who hstened to hrs lectures and read his articles
and books cannot possibly be estimated If the
letters which reach the advocates of birth control
such as Mane Stopes and Norman Haire, of Eng-
land, Margaret Sanger, the founder o the Amer-
ican Birth Control League, Mrs F Robertson
Jones, the present head o theLeague, Mary Ware
Dennett, the founder of the Voluntary Parenthood
League, Dr Robert L Dickinsen of the Committee
of Maternal Health, Dr Wilham J Robinson, the
mdefatigable writer of books on the subject o
birth control, and the letters which came to Dr
Cooper himsdf from mothers in distress and women
who have been helped by the advice of preventive
measures, could be pubhshed, they would constitute
the best possible argument in favor o scient:fic
Judiczous and ethical contraception, commonly

called "birth control > Such letters and personal
appeals are dally coming from all classes o so-
ciety, high and low, from all creedsand races, even
from many whose church canons forbid them to
resort to contraceptive methods

In s relatively short medical career he ac-
comphshed morealong theh esdf preventiveme&-
cine than can be even remotely estimated He was
a teacher of a little known subject to thousands
of physicians and students, a subject stall forbid-
denin many medica schools o thecountry Hewas
a defender & womanhood and parenthood and an
advocate of medical freedom, combined with the
highest medical 1deal and ethics

Dr Cooper will not soon be forgotten by his
friends, coworkers, fellow physicians, and students
Some day when birth control will be recognized
by the general public, the entire medica and legal
professions, and particularly by our Legislators,
as indispensable to the physical, spiritual and eco-
nomie Welfare of any cvihized nations, and when
modern medicine will include scientific, judicious
and ethical contraceptlon among the most impor-
tant subjects d the curriculum of medieal schools,
James Freyer Cooper's name will be known as one
of 1ts strongest, noblest and most efficient workers
and teachersn this most important branch o pre-
ventive medicine

—Medscal Journal and Record, May 20, 1931

FEWEB AND BETTEB

ILE the churches continue to debate the
right and wrong o birth control, the Amer-
ican pubhe has apparently adopted the practice
The census figures tell the story In not one
American eity having over 50,000 population hith-
erto reported are enough children bemng born to
maintain even a stationary population In most
o the cities there are only two thirds to three
fourths of the number o children required to pre-
vent a decline 1in the normal populatlon increase
Taking the country asa whole, the population 1s
still mereasing about 114 per cent a year Statis-
timans estimate, however, that within forty years
the population will be stationary at something
less than 170,000,000 Then,:f we have not changed
our immigration laws or our haits, there may be
a shight decrease
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The importance of this change can hardly be
overestimated |t is directly attributable to birth
control

Although some o the churches strenuously op-
pose this practice and others incline to give it
quaified approval, the people, of all creeds and
of none, seem to be accepting it

Fewer children are being born For more atten-
tion is being pard to health Consequently, death
rates also fall The expectation of life has been
greatly extended The emphasis of our generation
has been laid on providing more health, more edu-
cation and better opportunities for smaller farmml-
1es Thisis a new chapter mn history

Collter’s, June 20, 1931

A SIGNIFICANT STUDY

RESIDENT HOOVER m his address before

the White House Conference on Child Welfare
said, ""The birthright of every child should be a
sound mand in a sound body, born under conditions
which favor development »

In the ninety laborers' famihes recerving help
from charitable agencies in Pittsburgh which were
recently studied by the Birth Control League of
Allegheny County the average number of children
was six Acecording to the family budget of the
Pittsburgh Federation of Social Agencies a mini-
mum of $154 00 a month 1s needed to support such
afamily And yet not one man among those studied
was earning enough to meet thisminimum standard
of health and decency

With this situation existing the following cond:-
tions are found to be prevalent There is under-
nourishment, 11 health and lack of medical care,
mmproper clothing and housing, lack of supervision
of the children by the parents, delinquency, child-
labor and erime, early marriage and a repetition
of the above conditions in the next generation,
and dependence upon relatives, agencies, or the
state for support

In one family of eight children, every child 1s
undernounshed and in need of clothing The oldest
child, a girl of fourteen who underwent an opera-
tion was very slow in recovering because she was
not given the proper care and treatment Another
child in the family broke his ankle, his crutches
were homemade and awkward The two-year old
baby needed medical treatment but there was no
money, not enough to pay the rent Another baby
is expected and the knowledge of this isaccompan-
ied with a feeling of dread, for the other children
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aren want ,they aresuffering Which one of uswho
loves children could look forward with anything
but regret to the birth of this child?

I n another home the responsibility of the family
has descended upon a fifteen year old girl, the
eldest of eight chuldren Since the birth of thelast
baby the mother has been a semi-invalid, unable to
carefor her family Cold, hunger, want, suffering,
and early responsibility often cause the older chil-
dren in families to run away from homein an ef-
fort to escape these chaotic conditions They usu-
ally find themselves worse off, especially if they
have lacked the supervision of their parents while
hving at home | n onefamily of seven children, the
oldest child, a girl of sixteen, left home, was ar-
rested with a gang o thieves and was sent to a
reformatory

A father of nine children has had no steady em-
ployment since 1927 Since then he has been pick-
g up odd jobs shoveling coal The mother isin
very poor health and 1s now receiving hospital
treatment, and yet two children have been bornin
the last two years The oldest two are marned but
have left therr husbands and are Living at home
Relatives are providing temporary quarters for
the children whose ages are 20, 17,12, 8,7, 5, 4, 2,
and 1

Itis necessary and very commendablethat char-
ity be given these people to relieve their immediate
suffering However 1t must be evident to every -
teligent person that our responsimhity does not
cease here The community must enable these peo-
pleto limt their famihes by scientific and medical
means, if we are to have children born with sound
minds and sound bedies and with a chance for
development

—Editoral, Putsburgh Press, June 6

Wiil Birth Control Solve China’s Problems?

By D O LIVELY
National Dwrector, China Famme Rehef, U S A

HEN and if the National Government of
China creates a National Economic Plan-
mng Council and gives such a Council the where-
withal to make the necessary studies, there are
three outstanding absolutes which will get first
attention They are
1 Reduction of armed forces
2 Increased food production
3 More and better roads
With our knowledge of the Central and South
American countries, we should be able to realize
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that revolution in China means an electionin the of -
fing This does not signify the absence of patriot-
Ism, nor does it indicate a lack of progress In
the development of a national spimt, China has
made and is making giant stndes The clan inher-
enceisdowly yieldingto a national conception
Considering how many centuries the tradition-
bound eivilization of China has been based upon
and rooted 1n the family and the clan, those who
measure what is now takig placen that country,
and mhn do not make the commonmstake o trying
to apply a Western yardstick, note and evaluate
vast changes
There is reason for high hope in the materal
and cultural advancement of the Chinese, a people
fundamentally great and admirable First i im-
portance 1s the unmistakable awakening of China,
one evidence of which 1s the proposal to name a
National Economic Planning Council
One of the evidences of progressin China 1s the
acceptance of and enthusiastic cooperation in the
plans that China Famine Relief U SA has de-
veloped for the solution of the famine problem
Because o their fitness and since the appheation of
sumilar methods banished famine from India, thus
enabling that country to consider its desire for a
place in the sun without having to carry the bur-
den of hunger, 1t Is certain that the perfectly ob-
vious program which our orgamzation 1s fostering
will be included in the plans of the proposed Na-
tional Economic Planmng Counail
Thisprogram, purely charitable in intent, takes
on economic habiliments and falls under five gen-
eral heads, as follows
Giving food to the starving,
Exchanging food fcr labor on roads and ir-
rigation projects
Developing home ndustries among farmers
and villagers in the famine areas,
Making available the demonstrated results of
drought resisting seed and better farming,
Forming more ceoperative rural credit asso-
ciations
Now, where does lirth control come in and is
there a place for it in the stabilization of China?
The answer to this question is that a service of
great magnitude can be rendered China 1n teaching
birth control to its people Leadership—disinter-
ested leadership—is China’s primal need, but until
agreater start has been made in meeting her food
and clothing and educational exigencies, birth
control must be patient
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Keeping in mind that since history began the
root and branch o Chinese civilization has been
the family and the clan, remembering that the cost
of the cheapest contraceptive device is equal to a
month's food supply for the average Chinese adult,
and reahzing that the rank and file of the popu-
lation o China cannot read nor write, it will be
seen that the building up of a consciousness of
the wisdom of birth control 1s an undertaking of
no little magnitude

L et none gather from what | have said that the
task is hopeless There is, first, the tremendous
and constantly pressing economic need over all of
China But if, like India, China can solve her food
and transportation problems, and work out a
solution Of her finaneial difficulties, thefidd for the
propagation o birth control knowledge will be
ready for cultivation What has been done in the
consideration o birth control in the treaty ports
of China has not dimpled the surface of thought in
Chinaproper, and when the time comesfor tackling
the subject in a real way, the methods that other
countries have tned and found workable should be
studied and used

MARRIAGE IN TRANSITION
(Continued from page 206)

This explams why the law, the church, the opinion
of the public and the screeds of all writers on mar-
riage can only roughly approximate an application
to marital difficulties ** This emphasis upon the In-
dividuahity of the case, he carries to adultery
""Case after case of divorce convinces me, what 1s
asinin onenstance is not a sin in others, no mat-
ter what the behefs involved --

I n summary, Judge Bartlett has wrtten a pro-
vocative book It would be easy to criticize it The
material might be organized to better advantage
There are numerous repetitions, as well as other
earmarks of compesition by a busy person It is
obvious, t00, that the factsrevealed in a divorce
suit need to be supplemented by careful case in-
vestigation Case studies such as Healy and Bron-
ner havemadedf juveniledelinguents are even more
necessary for domestie discord But, and thisis a
matter of no mean importance, this is a fearless
book, written out of a wealth of experience, and
tempered both by a judicial spirit and by the mel-
lowness of maturity It is a rehef, and an advan-
tage, always, to read a book written by a man who
has definite 1deas, based on facts, and expressed
with conviction and with frankness
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