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Unemployment

Congant Fear
My husband has been out of

work for nearly a year, and we
hve in constant fear of having
another child at this time | am
the mother of fiveliving children
and one dead

Thecausesd unemployment are complex, and no one soctal
reform will prowmde the cure But letters such as these, re-
cezved by the 4merican Berth Control League during the
past month, show that the unemployed should not have to
bear the addsitzonal burden d unwanted cheldren

A Mothe a Wak

My husband has been out of work for seven
months, and has no prospects, and at the present
time | am thesolemeans of support for our family
You can imagme that with a stenographer's sal-
ary and a baby a year old tolook after, wearein
a critical position However, we can keep going,
but if we have another baby, it would mean the loss
d my job, and wewould bein a hopeless situation

We areliving with my mother-in-law, and as she
1w absolutely against birth control, can you answer
m a plain envelope, as it wil save our having
words over the matter

Can Manage wath Thr ee

I am unemployed and have been for five months
Out o all pity it isn't fair to us, to our present
children and to the unborn children for one so
situated to have to bear the burden o a large
family We love our httle ones so we want to do
al that is possiblefor them We can manage with
three but the picture with four seems dismal

The Road to Child Labor

We have six children, five o them in school and
a baby two and a half yearsold | have had two
abortions since then, but feel | cannot go on this
way My husband has been out of work all winter,
and if weshould have another baby | don't see how
we can keep dll the other children m school Two
o thechildren are in High School Wewould just
have to let them try to earn something | do all
my own work, am wel and healthy, and thirty-four
years old

A Young Couple

I have a httle boy six monthsold and | would not
like to have any more children until we can afford
them We started housekeeping not very long ago
and we have many debts My husband has been

out o work for eight months, and it is all we can
do to keep our httle baby fed and clothed

A Famly of Eight on Part-Tune Wages

| am the father o six children Part o the time
I am out of work, and it is hard for us to make my
wages meet the bills Now what my wife and |
would like is to get some medical advice on birth
control for we cannot get on this way any longer
We have been marned 12 years | an 84 yearsald,
and my wife is31 Our children are aged 11, 9, 8,
4, 2 and a baby 6 months | hope you can help
us somehow

Two Abortions a Year

My husband has been out of work for over six
months and no helpis m sight | am 31 years old,
have a girl d 11 and a boy & 8 | can't afford
more children | have practiced home-made con-
traceptives to no avail and | average at least two
abortions a year, which | perform mysdf and
which are gradually rumming my health | havecall-
ed our Health Bureau here and so far find no
place to obtain information | have just now got-
ten up from an abortion and don't want to repeat
it again

For the Rich Only

A year ago | lost my job because the man | was
working for failed in business I've had no steady
work since, and on top o all therest of thetrouble,
my wife has had an abortion and is expecting a
baby now We got scared of another abortion, so
we went through with it this time I've tried hard
to find out about birth control, but people put you
off with stuff that's no good, and where | live they
say its against the law | bet my boss who laid me
off getsit all right from his private doctor and his
wife doesn't have to go through such hard times
I don't behevein class differences, but 1t gets one
sort of upset to see something you need so badly
held back for the rich



Editorial

CLOSE on the hedls of the endoisement of
birth control by the Federal Council
of Churches of Christ in America, comes
word that the New Y ork Academy of Medi-
cine adopted resolutions a year ago, (April
7th, 1930) endorsing birth control as a pub-
lic health measure These recommendations
embody theresultsof study and investigation
carried on by the Academy during the past
eleven years They have now been given to
the public for thefirst time in the Bulletin of
the New Yorh Academy of Medzczne for
April, 1931, and through an April 21st re-
lease to the press The future of blrth con-
trol is in the hands of the medical profes
sion, and we hall as a sigmficant step for-
ward the unequivocal stand of one of the
|eading medical bodies of thecountry |t can-
not fall to fortify the individual physician,
and convince the public that birth control is
an mtegral part of medical procedure The
recommendations (full text 1s given in the
News Notes on page 153) may be summa-
rized as follows

I Medical colleges and hospital c¢himes should
give mstruction in control of coneeption

II Hospitals and dispensaries should continue
or organize blrth control clinics wherever the ser-
vice is needed

IIT There is need of the special birth control
clime Clinzes outside of hospitals should have a
staff of doctorstrainedn thetreatment of thedis-
orders of women, with a board in active control
made up of specialistsin gynecology and obstetrics
of recognized standing, who will make regular in-
spections With diagnosis and supervision properly
provided, such outside clinies should receive the
endorsement of the medical profession until hosp-
tal clinics meet this public health need

IV Federal and state law should be changed to
make existing inhibitions inapplicable to duly k-
censed physicians, dispensares and to the pub-
lie health authorities, in protecting the health
of their patientsor of the community (1920-1921)

V The absence of education of the public in
sexual matters by the medical profession is medie-
val

oupLED with this indication of the trend
o the medical attitude towaids blrth
control, the news that the Special Com-
nussion on Marriage, Divorce and Remar-
riage of the Presbyterian Church, has unani-
mously endorsed birth control in the report
1t will submit to the General Assembly in
Pittsburgh i late May, makes this a red
letter month 1n the history of the movement
Asin the case of the Lambeth Conference
and the Federal Council of Churches, the ap-
proval seems to be ""guarded ”’ But we need
not ask more of these great religious organi-
zations than the recognition of the necessity
for birth control, and 1ts moral justification
m creating happier marniages, and a better
race

AN UNOFFICIAL, but nevertheless stringent
censorship of birth control was brought
to light by Mrs Caroline H Robinson,
when she attempted to advertise her au-
thoritative book ' Seventy Birth Control
Clhimies 7 The so-called " high-brow" publica-
tions—the New Yor k Twmes, the Survey, the
Cleveland Plazndealer, the Natzon,theWorld
Tomorrow, the Crists, Opportunity and the
Family acceptedthe advertisement TheCos-
mopol ztan, College Humor and the Crowell
Publishing Company magazines, (including
Women's Home Companion, the American,
Colliers and Country Home) refused Four
Philadelphia papers, the Evening Bulletin,
the Record, the Daily News and the Public
Ledger refused to run the advertisement |t
should be noted that the Philadelphia press
has ginen most helpful backing to the blirth
control movement 1n 1ts news and editorial
pages Apparently a different kind of blue
pencil governs the advertising departments
Mrs Robinson’s book 1s entirely legal, and
1s sponsored by the National Committee on
Maternal Health No one can force these
eminent publications to state their reasons
for refusing this advertisement, but we can
draw our own conclusions and be on our
guard agamnst this kind of censorship
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CCORDING to the latest vital statistics

from Russia, the infant mortality rate
has fallen from 287 per thousand in 1912-13
to 127 5 per thousand in 1928-29 W e can-
not fail to link this spectacular record
with Soviet Russia's maternity care pro-
gram W e give m this issue an account of
Russia's fight against abortion by means of
free dissemination of contraceptive adviceto
prevent unwanted pregnancies—in so far as
is possble—and by means of hospitalization
of abortions From far across the world
comes another proof, if proof were needed,
that repressive measures must go, and that
birth control must be made available to all
in well functioning, easily accessible clinies

HE ForcEs that brought about the defeat

of the Birth Control bills in Massachu-
setts and Connecticut were strikingly simi-
lar At the Committee hearings in both
States, the sole opponents of the bills were
Roman Catholics, and in both States 1t was
not an opposition voiced by individuals of the
Cathohe Church, but an organized opposi-
tion led and instructed by the Church au-
thorities | n Massachusetts this opposition
was strong enough and noisy enough to de-
feat thebill in committee | n Connecticut, the
fear of the Roman Catholic vote did not de-
ter the Judriary Committee from giving a
majority vote to an amended form of the
bill, which strictly limited contraceptive ad-
vice to cases, where in the opinion of the
physician " pregnancy would be dangerous
to the hife or health of the woman’ This
would have made the law narrower than it
isin New Y ork State, for the provision "for
the cure or prevention of disease” opens the
door to a consideration of the dangers to the
child aswell asthose to the mother But no
considerations of life, health or happiness in-
fluenced the Pope when he 1ssued his recent
encyclical, and the Catholic Churchin Amer-
ica has accepted the dictum that contracep-
tion is mortal sm, and demands that the law
of the land shall be framed to embody in
statute this item in the code of morality of
the ancient and unchanging church 1 n Con-
necticut, the Catholic opposition was more
orderly than in Massachusetts But it was
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definitely episcopal, and the task of oppos-
ing the bill waslaid upon the attorney to the
Diocese, who announced that he was pres-
ent to represent the Roman Catholic Bishop
and Church in Connecticut

ERE 1s a Situation which may well give

anxious thought to those Roman Catho-
Lies who remember that they are Americans
aswell aschurchmen Hereisrehgious intol-
erance of the most typical nature The great
Protestant Churches—the Episcopalians at
the Lambeth Conference, the Federal Coun-
cil of Churchesof Christ in Ameriea,branches
of theMethodist Church of the United States
and many member churches— have declared
for therighteousness and desirability of birth
control in cases where true morality points
toitsneed The Roman Catholics know that
m demanding that contraception be consid-
ered criminal they are openly demanding
something that is contrary to the very basis
of Americanism Instead of separation of
church and state with equal rightsfor all re-
ligious denommations, they are asking that
the religious tenets of one church shall be
by law binding on all the men and women in
America, even on the members of those
churches which have openly repudiated these
tenets D o these Roman Catholics remember
the past presidential election and the outcry
that they and their fellow churchmen made
over the “religious mtolerance" that made an
issue of thefaith of one o the candidates?l f
they are wise, such Catholics will dissociate
themselves from the opposition to birth con-
trol bills Any good Catholic might well sup-
port a bill such as was presented in Massa-
chusetts or Connecticut |t would in no way
affect the conduct of any man or woman who
wasobedient to his church teaching |t would
not make birth control obligatory

If a woman 1s willing to saciifice her life

or her health to her rehgious conviction, the
sacrifice is hers and will be deemed by her
church to be acceptable to a merciful God
But 1f shedoes not use contraception because
she cannot secure the information, wherein
liesthemerit L et the Catholic Church guide
its own people, but let it not domnate the
lives of those who are not in itsfold
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The Ethics of Parenthood

By WALTER F ROBIE, M D

I N this sectzon from a forthcomsng book “Rational Livng,” compiled from the

wnitings of the late Dr Walter F Robae, this pioneer American sex hygiensst

pownts out the dangers of abstmence as aform of berth regulation, the posstyve

necessity of barth control an preserving mental health and s ethical value as a
factor +n happy marriage

H E subject of birth control has passed the
academ:c stage of broad gemeralizations and
profound abstractions, and much can now be gam-
ed by analyzing ourselves, by determiming whether
we are wilhng to subscribe to the doctrines which
wensist that our brother and sister shall abide by
Marnage as the necessary and most desirable
state ought to be participated 1n by as many peo-
ple as possible Since childless marnages conduce
only to the health and happiness o the partici-
pants, and do nothing for the future, they should
be encouraged among certan classes of the unfit,
but should be frowned upon when contracted be-
tween sound and vinle people, ad the acme o self-
ishness On the other hand, marmnages which re-
sult in a progeny so numerous as to shorten the
livesof father or mother, or prevent the happiness
and progress o either, or deprive the offspnng of
proper food and tramng, should be frowned up-
on from every standpomt—economic, humanitar-
1an, moral and religious Since nO ntelhgent man
or woman who has escaped the trammels of tradi-
tion and dogma can fall to see the truth o the
above statement, 1t 1s obvious that 1 our civiliza-
tion we need both birth control and birth en-
couragement in about equal proportions
The present state and national laws, which area
disgrace to any civihzed country, make cnmmal,
under most circumstances, the dissemmation of
any information to the laity concerning birth con-
trol, yet | say, wmith no fear of contradiction, that
there s hardly a fertile, married, Protestant pair,
m the intellectual classes, who have been marned
ten years, who have not sought, received, Or given
information on this subject, or who have not prac-
ticed some form o barth control Further, though
defimte information as to educated Cathohc fam-
1lies 15 less available, the hmited number o children
m such fammhes makes the above statement true
also for them To be sure, while the present ban
exists, the advice given and recewved 1s often -

perfect, and the methods employed are frequently
madequate Or mmjurious What causes this um-
versal law-breaking among the educated o all
creedsand nationahties? It 1s just this Expenence
teaches that unnterrupted child-bearmg will kill,
long before her time, almost any civilized woman
Ezxperience and science teach (in spite d ocea-
sional sporadic objections by mono-idea-ists, for
whom purity and abstimmence are synonymous, who
would wilingly sacrfice the health, happmess and
morality of all to the veritable Moloch o their
one-sided, unscientific, 1gnorant 1deahsm) that nor-
mal, mutual, moderately frequent sexual relations
between husband and mfe preserve the home and
build the homes of the future The abrogation
or practical abrogation of such relations means
nstant 1ncrease 1n neurosis and other illnesses, 1n-
creased promiscuity, Increased divorce, Increased
unhappmess, Increased menace to society by the
numberless fanatical propagandisms which are the
sequel to hves hved entirely against nature's die-
tates In short, without this factor of moderate,
mutual satisfaction of thesex hunger, thehome and
crvihization would soon be things of the past
Individual preservation 1s instinctive Racepres-
ervation 1s the anxiety o the student and the al-
truist While insuring this preservation 1t may be
possibleor necessary to modify nature, but nature
must not be thwarted Contraceptives are unna-
tural, say some Very true, but eating with a kmfe
and fork from porcelain, resting on beautiful
damask, to the accompamment of musie, and with
scores of other accessones, 18 not natural Nature
has here been modified wath no higher motive than
aesthetic reasons and Increased enjoyment Agam,
a modification of nature, or an adaptation to con-
dations occurred when our bodies became compara-
tively hairless, and again a modification of a
modified nature occurred when we put on clothing
Our extensive samtary apphances are anything
but natural, but they pleasethe aesthetic sense and
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preserve many hves that would be sacrificed were
nature here unmodified |f the race had followed
naturein all things as closely as our eritics msist 1t
should mthe matter d reproduction, we should to-
day be umecellular amoebae instead o men and
women, or we should still be mm a crystalline, inert,
undifferentiated stage, a stage from which, ap-
parently, the intelhgences of the crities alluded to
have not yet emerged

Al that we have and are comes from nature,
modified by time and necessity, through changmg
conditions Natureis prodigal everywhere, and in
her lower forms she ensures perpetuation, by her
very prodigality, in spite of immense wastage and
constant destruction Modificationdf nature whach
gave man a thinking brain, enables him, if he wll
think with his brain, to prevent much of this sad
wastage and the misery which ever increases with
the capacity to suffer Probably there is no hving
species which would not, were it not for natural
enemies and the errors o instinct and intelh-
gence, soon cover the earth till neither food nor
abiding place were possible

LIMITATION MUST ACCOMPANY ALTRUISM

Man, whose intelligence increasingly preserves
many individuals who would be lost by any other
genus, must hmmt its reproduction Malthus and
others, despite all dispute, have shown that, with-
out famine, disease, and war, man would be no ex-
ception to the rule of geometrical increase, and
the earth would soon be peopled beyond the possi-
bihty o finding subsistence Hence, some have
argued that these horrors, being ievitable, were
good But we have averted much pestilence, we
hope we have had the last great war, we have re-
lieved many of thefamine-stricken 1n an attempt to
thwart this mevitable rule of nature, and is not
this the better way, 1s it not charactenstic o a
race with ideals? But all this is a modification o
nature which must accompany birth control

The most unsdlfish altruism 1s utterly diabohc
in 1ts results without limitation of offspring We
preserve and pamper a few now, that more may
suffer and die in anguish later We preserve the
unfit, which 1s laudable, we do nothing to hmt
their production, which is damnable If this policy
o the conservation o the unfit wathout limitation
d production 1s persisted in, we may see the
provident, progressive and normal portion of man-
kind sacrificed to feed and house the improvident,
the decadent and abnormal portion Opponents of
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birth control have apparently reasoned with en-
tire ignorance o the inevitable, logical result o
their position They are unanimoudly in favor o
peace, preservation of the helpless and unfit, bet-
ter feeding and housmg conditions, prevention of
disease, everything that tends to mcrease happi-
ness and insure comfort and long life for everyone
On the other hand, their bref is for unrestricted
reproduction which, taken together wmith their al-
truistic program, means misery, want, and ulti-
mately utter anmhlation

EFFECTSOF ABSTINENCE

Leaving, for the time, the discussions for and
against birth control, we find that there are two
prinaipal classes of those who are in favor of
someform of lmitation of offspnng thosewho are
in favor of so-called moral control and those whe
are in favor o the intelhgent use of some harm-
less and suttable chemical or mechanical agency
Those who belong to the former class, while they
have made a distinct advance from the position of
those who are opposed to any and all formsd con-
trol, are still governed by the unscientific, 1llogi-
cal, a priors arguments o those who are mn favor
of no control whatever | heartily agree with their
ultra-ideahstic concept in so far as it encourages
early marriage, happy homes, better health and
truer virtue, and discourages promscuity, vener-
eal disease, vice and misery Moral control, within
proper limits, by man and wife, 1s highly desirable,
but, carred to the extent which Foerster and
others advocate, which is, practically, intercourse
for procreation only, it is the surest way to make
a moral woman a confirmed faddist, a neurotic, or
a case for the aliemst, when her 1dealistic concep-
tions are stronger than her mstincts, or to make
of her, when her instincts trmumph, a clandestine
transgressor against her marital vows, and even,
in some cases, a common prostitute It 18 also the
surest way to makeaman o highest moral mstincts
a failure, a neurotic or a clandestine or open de-
votee of promiscuity

Let us justify this statement which, though 1t
may astomish some, is already known by many to
be absolutely true Woman has so long been
ashamed o her sex, 1t has so long been considered
a sign of hgher morahty for woman to be devoid
of sexual passion, that her so-called superionty in
morals is thought o as consisting of a supposed
freedom from sexual desire, or an ability to con-
trol orignore it absolutely Sooner or later in hfe,
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every normal woman who marries a true man for
love comes to know the falseness of this supposi-
tion But on the whole, woman has hved up to
her part, has talked about sexual slavery 1o woman
and sexual hypertrophy in man, and from her gen-
eral attitude on sex matters has often persuaded
a loning and devoted, though woefully ignorant
husband that a good woman has no sex desire
Then, 1f s will is strong and his principles are
correct, he unduly restrains himself, to s own
and her detrment, and they lhive out a miserable
hfe together, bringing into the world one or more
not-wanted, half-loved unfortunates If hiswill and
prmciples are not strong, he goes to the dems-
monde, seeking not so much thegratification o his
passion as the psychie intimacy which his home
can never afford without complete sexual affilia-
tion The very woman whom he has outraged by
his Infidelity usually finds, too late, her true self,
and, after the possihihty of sexual harmony with
her husband has been forever lost, suffers as he
did before his fall, and 1n many cases falls herself,
in the same way and for the same reasons

SEX IMPULSE MUST BE NOURISHED

The mstake hes in our chinging to the exploded
fallacy of woman's asexuality, or transcendence to
passion Several things tend to the continuance of
this false behef Girls are taught that sexual
thoughts, sexual knowledge, sexual feelngs, are
immoral, shameful, unworthy, and belong only to
the prostitute class The aspirations of maidenly
adolescence, even more than those of young man-
hood, are for honor, purty, and service The girl
makes every effort to hve up to the traditions
which she has been taught The hological fact
that a woman is receptive rather than aggressive
sexually favors the development of the shy, modest,
retiring girl, and these qualities often keep her well
out of the way of the aggressive male A woman's
full sexual maturity, especially under the old
regime, frequently does not occur till some months
cr yearsafter her marriage * It never occurs unless
her husband loves her and understands something
of femimme psychology, and unless she herself
COmMes to recogmze the purity and ideality of phy-
sical love as fundamental and necessary for the
perfect soul-love or spiritual communion which

*A woman who s frigid, mn other words, one who has no
sexual desire, 1s abnormal During twenty-five years of
mnvestigation of sexual questions but two clear-cut cases
of this abnormality (actual absence of sexual feeling) have
been revealed to me
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seemed and perhaps was the first impulse to their
mating Psychic intimacy, the love of soul for
soul, 18 a consummation, Or the highest consumma-
tion, Of every mating, but this 1n itself would never
have drawn the parties together had it not been
for the physical sex mmpulses which underhe 1t,
though at the time of first attraction neither of
the parties may have been conscious of these Love
will die out, beyond recall, without the contmnu-
ance of these sex impulses, and without their ex-
pression married hf ebecomesan unhealthy, unhap-
py travesty on marmage, and in this state un-
sought children become a dreaded nightmare

Ideally we should have two people of opposite
sex, joined together by a love which 1s in each case
partly physical and partly spiritual The physical
is first and fundamental, many call it lower, the
spiritual 1s a later development and more per-
manently satisfying, many consider it gher
Nether form of marned love can exist without the
other, and no true marriage 1s complete or pos-
sible without both Now comes the quest:on of the
adjustments of these two bemngs who are together,
and who have a constant spiritual and a frequent
physical craving for each other so that the results
o the physical union, which 1s desirable and In-
evitable while the world lasts, shall not lead to a
progeny so humerous as to unduly tax the mother
in bearing and caring for them or the father in
supporting them and fittmg them adequately for
life Themethod of moral restraint and sublimation
wrecks homes among the people who have high
ideals just as surely as unbridled licentiousness
wrecks homes among those who have low 1deals
or none

Thefood hunger and the sex hunger are the two
great primitive instincts or appetites Thereis a
recognized necessity for eatmg, and thereis pleas-
urein it Thereis necessity for sex expression, to
some extent, or the race will die out, and there 1s
pleasure in sex expression NO one 1s ashamed to
study appropriatefoods nor toenjoy eating, and
no one thinks 1t laudable or adwsable, from the
standpoint of health or efficiency, to live on a
starvation diet Why should the sex relation be-
tween marned people be kept to the bare limit of
procreative necessity, any more than food should
be taken only in amounts to barely sustam hfe?
Logically the cases are parallel, by deduction In-
ductively, a study o the lives of men and women
proves this parallehsm, though our willingness to

(Continued on page 158)
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Soviet Russa Fights Abortion

By W LEBJEDEWA

The author, an offictal of the U S SR Research Institute, discusses the causes
of abortion, and shows how ¢ s decreasmng and the birth-rate s wmcreasing
under Russia’s policy of bsrth control instruction and the legalszation of abor-

tion foOr social reasons

HE Russian government has mnstituted a com-
plete program for the protection of mothers
and children , two of thechief 1tems in this program
are the orgamzation of maternal care— both meds-
cal and social, and the fight against abortion
Long before the expectant mother reaches the
confinement hospital, she 1s cared for by one of
the government advisory ¢lmies These clinics do
more than look after the pregnant woman, and
mght wdl be caled “Adwisory Boards for
Women,"" smee their work includes the health pro-
tection of women from the beginning of adoles-
cence to the climactenie This health service com-
prises

1 advice to the expectant mother

2 diagnosis of pregnancy, and issuance of cer-
tificate for legal vacation with pay dunng preg-
nancy —two months before and two months after
confinement

8 treatment of tubercular and syphihtic preg-
nant women to safeguard the coming child

4 mothercraft schools

5 advice regarding the prevention of concep-
tion, as a means of fighting abortion

6 marnage problems—mstruction and adjust-
ment

7 sex education of school children

This program is already 1n operation m the
larger cities, and 1s being rapidly extended to the
smaller towns and rural districts

It nay seem strange that wetake a decided stand
on the question of abortion in connection with the
careof mothers and children, wefeel, however, that
we are approaching a solution of the problem, and
our results are bemng watched by the countries of
Western Europe

It is a matter of general knowledge that the
last quarter century has been characterized by a
pronounced decline in the birth-rate

BLETH BATE PER 1000 POPULATION

1900-4 1927
England 18 4 167
Norway 289 17 4
Sweden 26 2 161
Germany 347 183
France 21 4 181
Italy 326 26 4
Hungary 37 4 252
Czechoslovakia 355 23 4
Russia 47 2 440

It will be seen that in companson to prewar
Russ:ia, the dechnein the blrth-rate 1n Soviet Rus-
si2 has been extraordinarmly small The Soviet
blrth-rate at present is high, the normal increase
in population amountmg to about 314 mlhon per
vear

Abortion has always been the most common
measure o keeping down the blrth-rate, for the
causes of rth-dechne and abortion Increase are
closely related theincreased employment of women
i industry, serious housing shortage, unemploy-
ment, the desire of women to take partin the soeial
and pohtical hfe of the country, the decline of 1n-
fant mortality, which regulates in a**normal,” but
unfortunate way, the size of the family In view
of these causes, it 1s not surprinng that attempts
to control abortion by prohibitive legislation have
never been successful Statisties show that in West-
ern Europe, despite repressive legislation, the in-
crease abortlon during thelast decadeis greater,
proportionately, than in Soviet Russia Repressive
legislation seems to have no deterrent effect on
women who decide to procure abortions, but 1t has
adetnmental effect on their health Itis no secret
that the well-to-do classes in Western Europe, by
paying the price, can have abortions performed
by excellent physicians, but that the poor classes
have to bear the burden of repressive legislation
and suffer at the hands of quacks The maternal
mortality rate from septic poisomng after con-
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finement and abortion combined (per 1000 cases)
in the following table speaks well for our pont
of wiew regarding restrictive legislation on abor-
tion

1922 1923 1924
Leningrad 392 355 25
Berlin 13 14 11
—Rosle

How can the problem of abortlon be solved?
Abortions are a total loss, both to the individual
and to the state, centuries of repression have not
been able to reduce thexr number, and the figures
increase year after year The legal complications
surrounding the woman who wishes an abortlon,
and the physician who takes care of her force the
entire proceedings underground, into the hands of
ignorant quacks Bearing these facts in mind, So-
viet Russia passed a law 1n 1920, permitting abor-
tions 1 hospitals for social indications, and pro-
hibiting any but licensed physicians from perform-
mg abortions By “social indications™ is meant a
large number of children 1n the famly, or lack of
adequate means to provide for the coming child
The permuit for the hospital is 1ssued by a com-
mittee consisting of a doctor and two women
deputies Sach a committee works in connection
with every advisory clinic Theresultslook proms-
mg, witness, for example, the comparative figures
from Lemmngrad and Berhn given above It must
be confessed that we have not succeeded in elm-
mating secret abortions, but we have every reason
t 0 believe that weshall do so with time and patience
The number of abortions outside of hospitals 18
decreasing, and will decrease faster as we enlarge
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our hospital facilities and provide better educa-
tion for women

How does this policy of legahized abortion affect
the birth-rate and general morahty? The figures
cited above show clearly that our birth-rate 1s in-
creasing, 1 spite of (perhaps because of) our at-
titude toward abortion Our average normal in-
ciease exceeds by 8% times the normal popula-
tion increase in Western Europe In fiveyearsthe
popul at~orof Soviet Russia will have Increased by
17,500, 000 Asregards morahty, such matterscan
with difficulty be expressed in figures The current
stones of very young girls resorting to abortlon
since 1t has been legahzed are false Statistics
show that :n Moscow and Leningrad only 7 3% of
abortions were performed on women under twenty
years of age

Let us remember, however, that even an abor-
tion performed in a hospital under the best cir-
cumstances s not without 1t bad effect, both phy-
sical and psychic Many maternity climies, among
them the elimecal department of our state research
Institute, are mnvestigating the after-effects of a b
ortion The fight aganst abortion holds an im-
portant place m our educational program Every
lecture or forum deahng with the hygiene of women
stressestheharm resultig from abortion 1t would,
however, be naive to expect too much from educa-
tional propaganda The most effective method of
fighting abortlon 1s to develop better means of
preventing undesired pregnancies |n our mstruc-
tions for workers in the advisory chnics, we direct
them to devote one or two sessions each week to
giving advice on the prevention of conception

THE REAL |ISSUE

By GEORGE A LUNDBERG, Unwerssty o Psttsburgh

RESENT controversy over the subject of

populatlon control 1s largely due to a ms-
understanding of the 1ssue involved The assump-
tion seems to bethat it 1s a question as to whether
there should be or should not be populat~oncon-
trol This is clearly a mistaken notion, for there
always has been, and 1s now, among all peoples
such hmtation of populat~onlt s purely a ques-
tion of what method or techmque shall be em-
ployed Herewe are confronted with two principal

birth control, or the same result will be achieved
by the barbarous methods of war, pestilence, fam-
me, abortlon and infanticide This 1s the real and
only ssue If the present opponents of the birth
control movement are compelled to face this 1ssue,
few would hal e the temerity to argue for the sec-
ond alternative |t avails nothing to sidetrack the
1ssue by arguing for ideal solutions which are
based on the assumption that man 1s a different
type of bemng than heis We must deal with the

alternatives Either we must control populat~on question on the basis of man as he exists and as

by the humane and scientific methods of modern

he has existed throughout the ages
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Birth Contradl,aPublicHealth Approach

By LYDIA ALLEN DeVILBISS, M D

BLIC health nurses and social workers, in
Increasing numbers, have been calling attention
to the need for protectlon from pregnancy for
large numbers o women under their care Itisim-
practicable if not impossible in many cases for
these nurses or workers to give these women access
to barth control information, and in someinstances
even to recommend 1t They cannot risk involving
their respective orgamzations in a so-called rehg-
10us Or political controversy
This lack o birth control mformation or, to
use a more exact term, therapeutic contraception
among the poor sick is undoubtedly responsible for
a large proportion o the infant and maternal
deaths among these groups And, admittedly, ths
lack of proper information as to preventive meas-
ures constitutes one of the most difficult problems
with which modern pubhc health has to deal
Public health is concerned with reductions in the
sickness and death-rates The authonties and the
medical profession are not proud of the high ma-
ternal death-ratein the Umted States, particularly
smce deaths from child bearing are classed as pre-
ventible, and these deaths are not from a disease
but from what should be considered a normal phy-
srological process While frequent studies have been
made of the possible reduction o the maternal
death-rates by such various devices as prenatal
care and supervised obstetnes, yet there has been
No sizeable mvestigation nto the probable under-
lymng causesfor this lngh ratein the United States
I n the absence of an underlying prineiple or cause
o a hgh death-rate, the public health expert m-
terested 1n the reduction of a particular death-rate
looks for the strategic pomnt of attack Obviously
the strategic pomnt of attack mn the high maternal
mortality rateis the poor maternsty risk
If it werepossibleto ehminate a sufficiently |arge
number o poor matermty nsks, by proper thera-
peutic contraceptive procedure, 1t 1s logical to con-
clude that the effect would be a quick lowering of
the number o maternal deaths It should also
show a reduction of theinfant mortahty rate And
what 1s quite as important as either, it should show
a decrease 1n sickness and death mcurred in the
large numbers o abortions and mterrupted preg-
nancies from whatever cause

For thepurpose of making a hmited study along
these lines, a small group was formed in Miam
under the name of the Mothers Health Committee
Thedeclared purpose o thisgroup wasto procure
proper medical and surgical treatment for poor
sick mothers Poor sick women werereferred to the
Mothers Health Committee by health and welfare
agencies, and aso by private individuals The
Mothers Health Commttee 1nvestigated, prepared
a careful case report and in turn referred the pa-
tient to the proper source for treatment The
Mothers Health Committee acted only as an or-
ganizing agent

For the purposes o this study the poor mater-
nity nsk was defined as a woman who was not able
to bear a child mith safety to the hfe and health
of mother and baby This definition might ssem
to be taking 1n too much terntory, but in practice
1t doesnot A woman entertains no uncertain risk
to bear a child If the child 1s doomed to stillbirth
or an early death because of msufficiently treated
syphahs, that woman cannot, for the time being at
least, be considered a good maternity risk Nerther
can the feebleminded woman, the insane, or those
with senous mhentable defects and diseases be
considered good maternlty rsks for they notor-
iously augment the infant death-rate

The poor maternlty nsksare found most abund-
antly in the public health and welfare chmes With-
out exception these women are more or less aware
that they are bearing too many c¢hildren to be con-
sistent with safety to themsaves and their babies
They would prevent too rapidly recurring preg-
nancies 1if they knew how, and they are always
grateful to one who brings them expert assistance
It s a wel-known fact that the woman of intelli-
gence today can obtamn all the contraceptive in-
formation she may need or desire It 1s the poor
woman without friends and without money, and
frequently without normal mtelligence Who is de-
med this assistance |t 1s therefore quite as much
for the protectlon of society as for the protection
d the women themselvesthat the publc health and
welfare agencies should take cogmzance of this
situation

The Mothers Health Committee in Miama 1s stall
too young and has not handled the requisite number
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of casesto prove by thestatistical method that the
elimnation o the poor maternity risks wll actual -
ly reduce the maternal mortality rate It has, how-
ever, 1 the some sixty closed cases (sterihization
operations) proven that its operation has re-
duced human masery, it has enabled economically
submerged families to get back on their feet, it
has removed the constant fear of pregnancy which
was disrupting the married hfe of some couples,
and it has removed the stigma and fear of passing
on to unborn children serious physical and mental
defects. which would in all likehhood render one
so born a public charge in his generation as his
parents areinthisone And it has proved that the
proverbial few dollars spent in prevention has saved
the hundreds spent 1n cure

The Mothers Health Committee, 1n a short time,
has cometo enjoy the full confidenceand coopera-
tion of the health and welfare agencies, both of-
ficia and voluntary Somefew of them have proven
to their satisfaction that it pays to provide the
M others Health Committee with funds to organize
preventive care for poor sick mothers rather than
to continue to pay for expensive prenatal care,
obstetrical supervision and postnatal care for
their poor maternity risks with the attendant high
maternal death-rates

STATISTICAL REPORT OF MOTHERS
HEALTH COMMITTEE*

Medscal and Soczal Work by Dr De Vilbass,
assisted by Dr Lowse De Vore

Group I—NormaL INTELLIGENCE

Patient deemed able to admmster temporary con-
traceptive methods satisfactorily, pregnancy
would beunfortunate, but not necessanly tragic

Number of cases given temporary contraceptive
prescriptions

Reported failure using method 1

Reported failure not using method 1

Cases reported by Dr | A Agos (6) and Dr
Homer Pearson (4) — total

No failures reported

23

10

Grouvpr II—SusvorMaL INTELLIGENCE

Also cases in which pregnancy is deemed danger-
ous to hfe and i which the permanent method
(sterilization) is indicated

*Classifications and numbers are constantly shifting This
report 1s accurate as of date December 6th. 1930
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Total cases 31
(a) Closed Cases, by operation 15
Salpingectomy, results all excellent 4
1 psychopathic personality
2 feebleminded
1 insane
Vasectomy, results all excellent 7
1 dipsomamac

1 psychopathic personahty

1 psychopathic personality and sex pervert
A1 moron

1 maniac depressive

2 active tuberculosis

Radium 4
dchronic bleeding, 6 children, 7 abor-
tions
1 moron—17 children
1 active tb, feebleminded
1 active tb, suspicious carcinoma

Results are all excellent, except last case which
1s 1n City Hospital under supervision

(b) Closed Cases by removal to other cities 4
Habitual paupers (transients) norecord 3
Transferred to care o physicianin Tampa 1

(c) Open Cases — mneeding constant supervi-
sion—all have had temporary prescrip-

tions, some o them several times 12
Active tuberculosis 2
Feebleminded 1
Already pregnant 1
Surgery indicated for abdomnal con-

ditions 8

Note It s from group 2, Open Cases, that fail-
ures occur — thi ough no fault of temporary pre-
scription

1 husband refused to let her use prescription

1 admits she ran out of supply and failed to
return for more

1 mmproperly used prescription

* * *

The student of eugenics can do little mom than
insist that certain hereditary traits, deaf-mutism,
for example, or haemophiha, make breeding from
the stocks tainted by them undesirable, he cannot
tell us what fitness means or show us how to breed
the quahties upon which racial adequacy depends

—Harorp J Lasxr
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Pr ogr essiveDeafnessand Contr aception

By HAROLD HAYS, MD,FACS

BELIEVE that 1t 1s the opmmon of the ma-

jorty of otologists that patients who have a
tendency towards deafness should be extremely
careful about becoming pregnant or being al-
lowed to go on with the child-beanng period |n
exceptional Instances where the reaction of the
patient towards her pregnancy can be watched
carefully and where repeated heanng tests can be
made during this time, it may be possible that a
woman with defective hearing can get by and have
the child she desires In the majonty of cases the
cost to thewoman is too great and | havefound it
necessary where such deafened patients have be-
come pregnant to msist upon an abortion being
performed Such an abortlon is justifiable 1n law
Why should not such women be taught contracep-
tive methods so that they would not have to go
through an operation which, 1n some Instances at
least, may prove disastrous?

Physiologically, the pregnant woman 1s not the
same woman she was before she became pregnant
Endocrinologists, as wdl as obstetricians, are well
aware of the fact that thereis an alteration in the
mternal secretions at the time of pregnancy and
that there 1s a particular tendency on the part of
the thyreid gland to send out an excess secretion
This alteration in the body mechanmsm may take
various forms | have seen women who secrete such
an excess of thyroiwd extract that there s an ap-
parent enlargement o the thyreid gland | have
seen other women whose entire physical and mental
make-up have become so changed durmmg preg-
nancy that one would not recognize them as the
sameindividuals

Statistics prove that many women become in-
creasingly hard of hearing after each pregnancy
until the time arrives when they are almost hope-
lessly deaf Such a change in the ears may not be
manifest during the pregnancy itself but only

showsitself after the laborious time of bearing the
child 1s over One can not say that such women
would not have become deafer as timewent on any-
way, but when defimte cause and effect can be
ascertaned it 18 beyond reason to suggest that such
women should be allowed to have children

Oneor two examples will suffice A youngwoman
came to me a number of years ago, she went
through twopregnancies After thefirst pregnancy
she had noted that her heanng had become worse
After the second baby was born her heanng was
decidedly worse and beyond repair | have no doubt
that a considerable amount of her heanng could
have been saved 1f she had followed contraceptive
methods or had had an abortlon performed A
second woman whose hearing showed a consider-
able loss, claimed that her heanng had become de-
ceidedly worse after her first baby was born She
was pregnant again and | advised her to have an
abortlon performed She consulted s second otol-
ogist who agreed with me A short time ago another
young woman presented herself with a moderate
loss 1n hearmng She had been marrmed about one
wek | advised her agamst pregnancy and stated
that under no eircumstances should she allow her-
sf to have a child

We otologists makeit a rule to advise the per-
formance of an abortlon in the majonty o preg-
nant women who are deafened—how much better
it would be if we could take the trouble to teach
them contraceptive methods? Al of us dishke
abortions, and surely 1t 1s unfair to allow a woman
to go on to the stage where it 1s necessary to have
one performed It ispossible that somehigh minded
individuals may take exception to a definite ruling
on a subject of this kind, but when one sees the
heart-rending life of the majonty of deafened
mothers, one feels that something ought to be done
to make life more bearable for deafened women
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Comments..... and Comments

On the Report of The Federal Council of Churches
of Chrig in America

PRO

Reverenp Dr WitHERsPoON DobGE, pastor of
the Central Conrgregatsonal Church, Atlanta, Ga

The Federal Council has made a historic state-
ment in bemg thefirst church body with enough In-
telhgence and boldnessto preach what all people—
meluding its omn members—have always practiced,
now practice and aways will practice, in ome
form Such umversal practice aonewould ssam to
justify the inherent rightness o the custom, just
as the umversal belhief in some kind of God vali-
datesthe essential ground of rehigion

The churches whose chief aim is to build them-
slves up and perpetrate therr mstitutions will con-
tinue to array themselvesagainst birth control, be-
cause the more children their members have the
surer their future growth will be, but the churches
which exist for the sake o humanity, apart from
all self-interest and the perpetuation of supersti-
tion, will progressively advocate those humane
principles whach protect people agamnst all needless
suffering, handicap and unhappiness

Mas F Rorertson JonEs, pressdent of the
Amencan Bwth Control League

The sigmficant fact 18 that Protestant churches,
represented by this forward-looking councd, con-
sult modern scientists— physicians, psychologists,
sou.ologists—and say, “birth control 1s nght,"*
and the Roman Cathohc Church consultsthe teach-
ings of St Augustme, a Carthagiman o the 4th
Century, and says, “birth control s wrong, 18 a
sm ”’

Different standards o nght and wrong, and
squarely opposed views on a matter asfundamental
to family health and stability as birth control, be-
come apparent today

The report of the Federal Council, which de-
clares that irth control is necessary and moral, 1s
a long step toward the orgamzation of a umted
front in a movement whieh already hasthe support
o all clear-thinking people

CON

ReverExp WENDELL CorconanN, Notre Dame
Unsverssty

This doctnne, which has been sponsored by
the short-hawed Amazons of America, reeks with
the stench of any other sin of impurnty It s the
doctnne that is making Amenica the land o the
childless home and the homeess child, a land
where the lap-dog 1s taking the place of the child,
aland wherebad women walk wath good dogs Con-
tinue this practice and the son of the yellow man
or the black will one day fill the president's chair
at Washington

Reverenp CaaRLEs E CovenLiv of Detrost

This report has obtamed front page pubherty
on a subject that should not be mentioned in de-
cent society It isthe great betrayal, an example
of the age old attempt o the moneyed classes to
keep the masses m subservience by teaching them
to hout their children by mmmeoral, unnatural and
inhuman means We will make no compromise with
indecency and s, but fortunately this is not an
issue between Cathohc and Protestant It 1s an 1s-
sue between Chnstian and pagan Thefault hesin
this unchristian capitahstic ¢rvihzation which de-
mes the laborer a just and hving wage on which
he could rear a normal family Despite what these
new morahsts may say, birth control by contracep-
tion 18 one of the most hemous of sins

Remember, that God has always hmted popula-
tion ashe saw fit to it 1it—by war and pestilence
and famine, and the marrage customs of peoples
The people o the past did not have to surrender
their souls and their postenty to thegod of pohti-
cal economy, and neither do we

Arcusisaor MicraEL J Currey, Washmgton,
D C
It 1s a very sad affair It simply means that

Protestantism has yrelded to the demands of ma-
tenahsm, and sex passion run not
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Dr Henry Neumar, Leader, Brooklyn Society
for Ethical Culture

The action of the Federal Council of Churches
isa heartening reminder that it paysto keep stead-
ily at the business of educating public opinion
The work of advocates of legahzed rth control
isfar fromfimshed But 1t has received encouraging
support from this report of the Federal Council
| am mnchined to think that the encyclical of the
Pope will also operate 1n this direction eventually
It 1s a good thmg to have the opposition brought
out into theopen and shown, asin this Papal letter,
to have so httle to rest upon

Bisuor WarrEN L RoGERs, Epuscopal Diocese
of Oho

The action of the eounal of churches in sanc-
tiomng birth control on the basis of economic con-
siderations and the problems of over-population s
very much thesameasthat taken by the Episcopal
church at the Lambeth conference in England last
year

The 1dea behind such sanctions 1s to assure the
children brought into the world a fair chance The
problem of birth control 18 much more a matter of
economics and medicine than of rehgion

Scientific advance and our changmng civilization
have brought this problem to the fore In Bible
times, when hfe was almost entirely agrarian and
therewasalwayswork to do, it simply did not exist
But today, when thousands are thrown out o
work when factory wheels stop turmng, 1t becomes
areal problem, requuring a new outlook

Certamly there are other reasons for marnage
besides procreation

MagrGARET SangeR, National Commsttee on Fed-
eral Legislation for Berth Control

Ths 18 thelongest step forward in the history of
the rth control movement This is a document
of the new age

Today 1s a most sigmficant onen the history of
the birth control movement Today for the first
time a large representatlve group o churches and
women has gone on record as being aware of the
tremendous mass of seientific information which we
possess, medical, sociological, and psychological,
and has appled 1t directly to the Important ques-
tion of the sex relation between married people
How grateful we must then be to this progressive
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RevEreND Josepa Hussiemw, SJ, St Lous
Unsoersity

It 1s pritaful but, 1n the hght of modern htera-
ture, not surprising, to beheving Protestants, Jews
and Cathohcs alike to see abody of men and women,
whom | shall carefully reframn from considering as
representative of any Chnstian creed, stnking
their colors to pagamsm and weakly surrendering
to a doetrine which, however popular it may be, 1s
equally contrary to nature and scripture

Assistant District ATTOoRNEY JoHN J KEAN
of Brooklyn

We wonder what they mean when they say
"guarded birth control * They mght just as well
speak of guarded murder or guarded manslaughter
There can be no compromise with a thing that 1s
so Inherently wrong

Reverexs D F H KxuseL, president of the
Umted Lutheran Churches in dmerica

The duty of the Church 1s now possibly more
than ever to proclaim the hohness of the sexual
relation, as well as temperance n the use thereof
There wll then be no need for birth control

Even if the State should ever discover facts and
conditions which could coneeivably render neces-
sary the exercise of birth control, only such an
arrangement for 1t should be dewvised as would be-
cause of Its stringeney give no comfort to those
who, consciously Or unconsciously, are promoting
loose morals Anything else would serve to weaken
the foundations of the home, and therefore, of the
State 1tself

JamEs McGinness at a Carroll Councsl Com-
mumon Breakfast

Members o relignous orders have placed their
stamp of approval on the most dastardly thing 1n
existence, birth control They wear the garb o
Chnst, but slap Him i the face If we are to
have a nation of real citizens, we must observe the
moral laws of nature No real scientific body has
endorsed irth control, and they do not deny that
it 1s a step towards imsamity

Reverenp FuLton J SHeeN, Catholic Uns-
verssty of America

Since aweek ago |l ast Saturday we can no longer
expect them to defend the law of God These sects
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and representative body which 1n straightforward
and unequivocal terms—the result of clear think-
mg—puts 1ts stamp of approval on this subject of
mdividual as well as international importance and
necessity

Dr JoserH R Sizoo, pastor of the New Y ork
Avenue Presbyteran Church, Washsngton, D C

| beheve that when childrern are born imtoe the
home, there should be proper provisions for their
education and upbringmng

If the parentsare unable to afford to have chil-
dren then they should practice birth control

| beleve there should be legislation passed mak-
Mg 1t pessible for every young marrned couple to
be instructed 1n birth control methods

RevEREND GEORGE MAvycmIN STOCKDALE, St
James Methodsst Church, New York

Theway o progress, hkethat of true love, never
does run smooth We must expect these tremen-
dousdivisions 0 opimon Onwhichever sxide we hap-
pen to be, the important thing for all to remember
1s to bekmdto oneanother despute our differences

Thus 18 SO very wital in this matter of birth con-
trol, since more and more the ahgnment 1s conung
to be the Cathohc Church against the rest o the
world on this 1ssue

Eprroriar, Daspatch, Columbus, Ohso, March
28rd

Birth control was born of that prohfic mother
of many things—necesstty KEconomic pressure,
physical alments and ordinary human selfishness
combined to create a demand for a means to himit
famibes, and man's mgenmity was apphed to the
problem

Opponents of birth control frequently shoot
their cuffs and snort that ""sdf control'* 1s the prop-
er alternative fOr marmed people who do not, for
one reason or another, desire children This theory
sounds good, but 1t wrecks itself upon the shoals
o human nature There 1s httle reason to beheve
that continence 1n marmed people:s erther desirable
or possible, except for a few ascetics and eccentries
who refuse to recogmze the hiological urge as the
basis of love and marmage The churchmen who
have indorsed birth control have taken a sane view
o the matter and exhibited a sound understanding
of the trend o public thought
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will work out the very logic d their ways and 1n
fifty or one hundred years there will be only the
Church and pagamsm We will be |eft to fight the
battle alone—and we will

We are the only ones who know anything about
pagamsm \We were born in the mdst of 1t, we saw
it die, and, wmith the grace o Gnd, we wll see it
die again But before that time those who are
sincere will begin to return to their Father's house

WiLLiam GeERrY Morcan, M D, president of
the American Medieal Assocsatron

If this social practice were to be umversaly in-
dorsed and adopted, it would open the door to
unbrdled dominance of the basest passions, and
give license to the most widespread physical abuses

To estabhsh the habit o thwartmmg nature, 1s,
m the long run, a dangerous practice, and mvari-
ably leads to moral degradation and disaster It
would strike a death blow to sdf control and to
the donunance of the home The arguments in
favor o birth control are subtle and seductively
gwven to sAf indulgence and selfishness

EbprroriarL, The Commonwed, March 29th

If the Federal Council correctly Interprets the
«wcorporate conscience” d the majority of Amen-
can Protestants, #t has done more than merely sur-
render the historne morahty of Protestantism—it
has jomed the massed enemues of orthodox Chns-
tiamty and now fights with them

Liberal Protestantism 1s redly (so it seemsto
us and we speak with all respect for the noble
solicitude 1t displays for human welfare, its pas-
sion for the building up o a better order of so-
ciety) a new rehgion, but 1t Is no longer Protest-
antism—t 1s pagan humamtaramsm, 1t is the
creed of social service built on shifting and un-
stable expenments, but not on the demonstrated
facts o matenahstic science

The traffic m illegal contraceptives, already
huge, may soon rival the traffic 1n bootleg hquor
Who does not know that sexual immorabty 1s
flooding the world?

If thethesis nailed by L uther to the church door
at Wittenberg three centuries ago marked the
birth of the Reformation, the thesis of the Federal
Counacil, when considered in connection with the
sumlar approval of contraception by the Anglican
bishops at Lambeth and by the Umtanans in this
country, may mark the death o the Reformation
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"Married Love' Vindicated

By GEORGE BEDBOROUGH

R THIRTEEN YEARS Dr Marie Stopes

has knocked at the door of the Umited States
Customs with this excellent guide to married fehei-
ty Until last year the Customs officers have had
mstructions from Washington to deny its admis-
sion Many who had ordered the book from Eng-
land received the lacomic notafication that ""One
obscene book caled Married Love has this day
been ordered to destruction, being inadmissible un-
der Section —

Some time ago two bold, bad, but highly reput-
able soci1al workers in Philadelphia refused to ac-
cept this notice They appeared in court to defend
therr right to receive a perfectly proper book,
free from the slur put upon 1t by the ruling of the
Custom house Mr Morris L Ernst, who had al-
1eady taken stepsto press the New Y ork courtsto
end this wnsult to a good book, joined in the Phila-
delphia proceedings , these resulted in a victory for
Dr Stopes, by the ruhng of Judge Wilham H
Kirkpatnck on October 30,1930 It was assumed
that the Phaladelphia precedent would govern pro-
cedurein New Y ork, the government, however, re-
fused to take so sensible a view, and the fight went
on Fnally the case was heard on appeal i the
United States District Court before Judge John
M Woolsey

Reading the enhightened decision, admirably ex-
pressed, of thiscultured, modern, thoughtful judge,
one can but regret the twelve years in which the
book has been vilified and excluded The following
extracts giwve a fair idea of the points made by
JudgeWoolsey It shouldbestated that asMarrwd
Love, is not directly a irth control book, the
present decision does not settle the questions o
contraceptive mnformation and its dissemination

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Libelant
VERSUS

ONE OBSCENE BOOK ENTITLED
MARRIED LOVE

Extract from the judgment of John M Woolsey,
Umited States District Judge, Southern Ihstrict
of New York, Apmnl 6th, 1931

I dismiss the hbel 1n this case
I hold that Judge Kirkpatrick’s decision es-

tabhshed the book Married Love as having an
admissible status at any peint around the Cus-
toms barrers o the Umted States It 1s
perfectly obvious, | think, that if a vessel had
been libeled at Philadelpha, and there acquited
o hability to forfeiture, on her comng around
to New York, she could not properly be libeled
agam ON the same count That 1s the real situ-
ation 1n the present case

In Murray's Oxford Enghsh Dictionary the
word obscenes defined

Offensgveto the senses or taste or refine-
ment, disgusting, repulsive, filthy, foul,
abommable, loathsome

Offensive to modesty or decency, ex-
pressing or suggesting unchaste or lust-
ful 1deas, Impure, indecent, lewd

And ""immord"* 1s defined as

Not consistent with or not conforming
to moral law or requirement, opposed
to or violating morahty , morally evil or
Impure, unprincipled, vicious, dissolute

The book Marr:ed Love does not, in my opin-
10n, fall wathin these definitions i any respect

Dr Stopes treats quite as decently and with
as much restraint of the sex relations as did
Mrs Mary Ware Dennett 1n The Sex $ide o
Life, which was held not to be obscene by the
Ciremit Court of Appeals

The present book may fairly be said to do
for adults what Mrs Dennett's book does for
adolescents Married Love is a considered
attempt to explain t0 marmed people how their
mutual sex life may be madehappier

Dr Stopes’ book emphasizes the woman's
side o sex questions It also makes some ap-
parently justified criticisms of the mopportune
exercise by the man in the married relation, o
what are often referred to as his conjugal or
marital rights, and 1t pleads with senousness,
and not without some €oquence, for a better
understanding by husbands of the physical and
emotional side d the sex hfe o their wives

| do not find anythmg objectionable any-
where:n thebook, and | cannot imagine a normal
mind to which this book would seem obscene
Instead d bemrg inhospitably received, 1t should,
| think, be welcomed within our borders
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POPULATION SECTION

Edited by Guy Irowmg Burch

Population Pressure in Biblical Times

Nowhere in literature or hsstory are the terrble emls O populatson pressure
and the need for contraceptywe burth control brought out more forebly than
wm the Bible

ED to believe that the Scmptures condemned
contraceptive birth control, | read the entire
Bible for the special purpose of verifying this im-
pression | was, however, agreeably surprised to
learn that there was not one single passage in the
Scnptures that condemned contraceptive birth
control On the other hand, | discovered passage
after passage that described 1n the most forceful
manner the crymg need for a safe and effective
method o birth control *
| discovered in studying the Bible that the meth-
od of birth control condemned in the Scnptures,
namely, cotsus interruptus, or Onanism, 1s aso
condemned by the birth control movement and the
med:cal profession generally In fact, the method
1 question 1s nearest aki to those so-called “na-
tural” methods of the opponents of contraceptive
birth control and 1t 1s often called by the same mis-
leading name, "*self-control
There are a fev passages m the Bible that if
cleverly twisted may seem to condemn birth con-
trol, but when these passages are analyzed, espe-
cially 1n the hght o the Bible as a whole, the ms-
interpretation disappears FOr mstance, in thefirst
chapter o Genesis, "*God blessed'" man and woman
"*and said, Be fruitful, and multlply, and replenish
the earth and subdue 1t ** When this command was
given there were only two persons upon the earth
Agam after the flood when there were only Noah
and his family, God repeated the command to "'be
fruntful, and multlply, and replemsh the earth,"
and to ""bring forth abundantly in the earth, and
multiply, and replemish the earth, and multlply
theremn ” With these commands the most ardent
enthusiast for birth control would be entirely in
agreement under the circumstances But aswe may
¢ later, when conditions changed, no such com-
mand was repeated, mstead God pumished the He-

*Prepared for the Hearing on the New York Birth Contral
Bull, Albany, February, 1929

brews with famine and pestilence "' because ye mul-
tiphed more than the nations that are round about
you » (Ezekel, 57)

It was during these conditions that such pas-
sages as the following were wntten “Sing, O Bar-
ren, thou that didst not bear, break forth inte
singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail
with child, for more are the children o the deso-
late than the ehildren of the marned wife, saith
the Lord * (Isasah, 64 1)

And agamn ""She that has borne seven languish-
eth she hath given up the ghost, her sun 1s gone
down while it was yet day she hath been ashamed
and confounded and the residue of them will |
dehver to the sword before their enemies, saith the
Lord”? (Jeremsah, 15 9)

And agam "' For thy waste land and thy deso-
late places, and the land of thy destruction, shall
even now be too narrow by reason o the inhabi-
tants, and they that swallowed thee up shall befar
away

" The children which thou shalt have, after thou
hast |ost the other, shall say agam 1 thine ears,
The places too strait for me, give place to methat
I may dwell » (Isatah, 49 19-20)

No command to multlply is repeated under these
conditions Rather we read such passages as the
following

""And the king sa1d unto her, What aileth thee?
And she answered, This woman saxd unto me, Give
thy son, that we may eat hum today, and we will
eat my son tomorrow

"'So weboiled my son, and dad eat him and | saxd
unto her on the next day, give thy son, that we may
eat him and she hath hid her son™ (II Kwngs,
6 28-29)

Here is the real underlying and fundamental
cause of war—hunger, or the social unrest caused
by poverty, unemployment,and bad housmg, them-
sdves products o uncontrolled reproduction
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"They that be slamn with the sword are better
than they that be slain with hunger for they pine
away, stricken through for want of the fruits of
the fidd*” (Lamentations, 4 9)

To what lengths a hungry man wll go in his
struggle for existence agamst population pressure
15 described 1n the following passage

“Thus saith the Lord, for three transgressions
o the Children of Ammon, and for four, | will not
turn away the punmishment thereof, because they
have npped up the women with child of Gilead,
that they might enlarge their border™ (Amos,
1138)

'Woe unto them that jom house to house, that
lay fidd to field, tall there be no place, that they
may be placed alone in the midst o the earth®*
(Isawah, 6 8)

The New Testament spesks of a eugenmic pro-
gram more drastic than modern advocates of birth
control would care to support

“Even so every good tree bnngeth forth good
fruit, but a corrupt tree bringeth forth ewil frumat

""A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neith-
er can a corrupt tree brng forth good frut

"Every tree that bnngeth forth not good frut
18 hewn down, and cast nto the fire

'Wherefore by thexr fruits ye shall know them

" Therefore whosoever heareth these saymgs of
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mine, and doeth them, | will liken him unto a wise
man, which built s house upon a rock,

"And the ramn descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house, and
it fell not, for 1t was founded upon arock * (Mat-
thew, 7 17-20, 24)

There are also passages i the New Testament
that have been twisted and taken from the context
by the opponents of birth control to fit thewr pro-
gram For mstance, " But Jesus said, suffer little
children, and forbid them not to comeuntoe me, for
o such1s the kmgdom of heaven *

When the whole o this passage 1s quoted the
fallacy of this supposed evidence against barth con-
trol is exposed immediately wathout a word of ex-
planation These were the eircumstances

""Then there were brought unto him httle chil-
dren, that he should put his hands upon them, and
pray, and the diseiples rebuked them

""But Jesus said, Suffer httle children, and for-
bid them not to come unto me, for of such is the
kingdom o heaven

"And helaid s hands upon them and departed
thence” (Matthew, 19 13-16)

This passage 1s an example of the extent to
which opponents d birth control will go in the

attempt to gam their point
GI1B

TRENCHANT ARGUMENTS FOR BIRTH CONTROL

CHILD MORTALITY IN RELATION
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Book Reviews

MORALS OF TOMORROW, by Reverend Dr
Ralph W Sockman Harper and Brothers,
New York $250

EWARE, Reverend Doctor' Do you reahze

the impheations of such a title, "*Morals of
Tommorrow’? Morals then, you suggest, may not
be axiomatically 1dentical tomorrow, with those of
today and yesterday!

Shocking pessibility to some of your crities!
Refreshing assurance to others of your readers,
that by sincere and courageous thinking and act-
ing they may aid in ridding morals of thestatic -
hibitions and preconceptions which st:ll distort
them And also have good hope of opemng an -
vigorating trail to the high peaks of a more ex-
hilarat:ng moral outlook than at present

In his chapter on Machine Age Morals, Dr
Sockman (who 1s pastor o the Madison Avenue
Methodist Church, New York City) arraigns in
a smgle sentence the over-valuation today of mere
technological skill in comparison with educational
and inspirational values "*At present we pay high
salaries to our engmeers for laying thefoundations
of our skyscrapers, we pay a low wage to the
school-teachers for laymg the mental foundations
of the youth who are to live in the skyscrapers?”

Commendable s the author's frankness on the
theme of sex, especially m his chapter, Woman's
New Codes He wrntes of that emotion of the heart
which, drawing a man and a woman together, is
fulfilled in ideal love 1n *"the tumultuous activity
of the wholebeing, and drives the two personalities
together 1nto a oneness of theflesh Nothing satis-
fies real love except this complete mnghng o two
natures Itis a possessing and a giing The man
and the woman feel a glow of reverent gratitude
each to the other for the giving of self, and both
experience the surge of new vitalities

So is the lonely “voice m the wilderness,” of
Havelock Ells, nearly two generations ago, now
relayed to more conservative listeners'—"" There
are two main functions m the sexual relationship,
or what 1n the biological sense we term 'marriage
among civiized human beings, the primary physio-
logical function of begetting and beanng off-
spring, and the secondary spiritual function of
furthenng the higher mental and emotional pro-
Cesses -

The Lambeth Conference of the Bishops o the
Anghcan Commumon, held 1n England 1n 1930, and
also the Federal Council of Churches of Christ 1n
America, 1n thewr report of March, 1931, by giv-
ing guarded but nevertheless decisive approval of
birth control, of course thereby corroborate such
aconclusion asDr Seockman reachesin this same
chapter on Woman's NBW Code that " the Church
must face those conditions which give rise to the
proposal by conscientious persons of recognizing
‘compamonate marnage * Hitherto,” he continues,
""the term has so shocked most merahsts that thev
have met 1t largely wlth biind antagonsm
the adjustments of two Independent and high-
spirited personalities after marnage are not easy,
and when these are comphcated within a few months
by the new relationship of parenthood and the eco-
nomc difficulties which ensue, the problem does
often become bewildering |t 1s because of this too
hasty complieation of Lfe for the young couple
that Judge Lindsey and others suggest postpone-
ment of children for a time until the economic ad-
justment 1s made and the husband-wife relationship
has had opportumty to develop ”

Dr Sockman then carefully distinguishes this
from “trial marnage’, whereimn, unhke the com-
panionate (Which 1s entered into asalifelong union
of mutual faithfulness), the relationship 1s regard-
ed as possibly only temporary He has been care-
lessly misunderstood as meamng by companionate
marriage some form of *"free union,” “lheit rela-
tionship,”* and thelike, but for all attentive read-
ers and students, the author has amply guarded
himself as giving no slightest countenance to such
false defimtions And he adds, 1n further approval
o the true compamonate marnage " To live to-
gether as husband and wife, for a hmited time with-
out children, 1n order that each may give undivided
attention to the other. 1s commendable ”

No matter how controversial and even " danger-
ous” some df the topics which Dr Sockman treats
may still appear, his claim 1 his chapter duthor-
ity for Free Mimds cannot be disputed, that “uf
the Church 1s to win publc recogmtion for its
moral authonty of this type, it wll have to pay
the price |t will have to proveitself a true teach-
er pursuing facts with unfaltering dihigence, and
facing up to their imphcations when found The
Church must approach moral sttuations with the
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candor and open-mindedness shown by the scien-
tist 1n entering hislaboratory It must set out to
discover 1ts duties rather than to defend its doc-
trines” Convinemg also, in this connection, isthe
author’s suggestion, earlier 1n this volume, that
*"the Church's moral problem is perhaps less the
wolfishnessof the wolves than 1t is the sheepishness
of the sheep™

The book makes a trenchant and constructive
contribution to the more vital moral thought and

action of thefuture Rev ELior WRITE

WHOQ’S QBSCENE, by Mary Ware Dennett Van-
guard Press, New York $2 00

MANY books have been written concerning
the general subject of obscenity It remained,

however, for Mary Ware Dennett to tell the storv
of & speatfic case which oints to its own conclu-

sions Generahties, philosophical reasoning and
practical applications are of importance, but a
more effective presentation of the absurdity of
censorship 15 presented p, telling the detailed
facts o, & particu|ar case than by any amount of
abstract discussion

Mrs Dennett was charged with crime because

her sex pamphlet contamed certain theological

heresies Lhe prosecution of the case was an m-

dication of the fear of knowledge on hnes con-
ventionally forbidden Just as in the South people

are afraid of the teaching of science. so in the
North people fear the teqching of subjects 1 L
have for along time been taboo Fortunately, the
Cireurt Court of Appealsin New Yorh is madeup
of hiberal men, who concluded that Americans are
entitled to other than bootlegged information on
a subject which concernsthem so vitally Mrs Den-
nett's pamphlet was a great contribution to the
cause of enhghtenment on this tabooed topic Her
prosecution, so well told in the book, gaveits own
answer to her prosecutors

The book is wel wntten, interesting and effec-

tive
ArtHUR GarFiELD Hays

ADOLESCENCE STUDIES IN RIESTAL
HYGIENE, by Fianhwood Wilhams Farrar
and Rinehart, New York $250

HIS is a volume of collected papers, but
these who have already read some of them in
the various journals where they were ongnally
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pubhshed will be glad to have them in this con-
vement form And for the few who have not pre-
viously been acquainted with Dr Wilhams as lec-
turer and author, a dehghtful surpnse islurking
in the brlhant style which he brings to s presen-
tation of psychiatme material-a style which al-
ways renders his writings enjoyable asliterature as
well as of professional mterest

For example, i describing the general attatudes
toward psychoanalysis, who else could have pro-
duced such an apt and entertaining simile as the
following?

" Psychoanalysis fell naturally to the hands of
the psychiatrists as it was developed in their do-
main o activity, and to the psychologists who
were working in adjormng fields But few of them
would touch it Most of them stood about like a
scared boy who has come upon his first garter
snake Some poked at 1t with a long stick
others stood about fascinated but jumped every
time the snake jumped, and finally rushed off to
tell the world amazingly ghout snakes

Many vital topics are covered in the first part
of the book parent-child relationships as they af-
fect adolescent and adult adjustments, college and
university mental hygiene problems, problems of
sex adjustment, et cetera The last part 1s given
over to a description of mental hygiene ams and
methods, with considerable attention to the pre-
vention of delinquency and the field of child gwd-
ance But a much wider horizon is hghted up than
can beindicated in a brief review, and only by read-
ing the book can the richness of its subject matter
be conceived

PHyLLIs BLaoscHARD

AN INTRODUCTORY STUDY OF THE
FAMILY, by Edgar Schmiedeler The Cen-

tury Company, New York $350

HE Catholic Church is very conservative It
holds fast to that which is good Although
pridmg itself upon not changing, it has always
made concessions to the spirit of the age It hasno
difficulty in making a nght-about-face when the
facts o science aretoo strong for it Evolutionis
now caught m Chtholic colleges
Edgar Schmiedeler, Ph D , Professor of Sociolo-
gy at Saint Benedict's College, has written An In-
troductory Study of the Famaly for the Century
Catholic Textbook Series While his book might
seem almost antediluvian in its orthodoxy to a
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non-Catholic, 1t would have been considered heret-
ical a generation ago The author has read and
quotes many booksthat are not strictly ""Kosher'".
Cathohcs reahze that they can no longer neglect
the wader world outside the fold and Dr Schmied-
eler makes use of many heretical sources

The author says, " The Church always sought to
accommodate her laws to the changing circum-
stances o tume and place® Hisbook 1s an incident
d the evolutionary process The author istoo m-
telhgent not to reahze that birth control is the
best solution for certain economic difficulties of
the modern family His adherence to the present
position of the church is obvieusly half-hearted
He makes the stock clamm that birth control is un-
natural, but he must realhize that this is a weak
position to be taken by a church which bases its
claim upon miracle Barth control 1s obnously no
less natural than cehbacy within the marned
state

The Holy Cathohc Church has recently lost
much prestige by playing cheap ward politics with
fiddhng-Nero Mussohni, an episode astragc asher
captivity at Avignon Nevertheless, much human
wisdom is still with her Intelligent men and schol-
arly men have been elected to the papacy, and
such may be the next mecumbent o the throne o
Samt Peter As soon as a pope 1s elected wath any
knowledge of ethnology, the rdiculous childish
blunder of his present Holiness in speaking o the
sm of Onan will be repudiated Onan was con-
demned by a jealous tnbal God not for practicmg
birth control but for refusing to give children to
his brother's wadow At the present tune ecclesias-
tical law forbids marriage to a widowed sister-in-
lav—but this prohibition wasthereal sin o Onan

Joe Govrp

THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE, by Havelock Elhs
Houghton Myfisn Company, Boston, Mass
$4 00

IN THIS text we have the previously pubhshed
series Of Impresstons a d Comments under one
cover, with a new title, apparently taken from the
Book of Proverbs XIII, 14 It 1s a " heavy" book
and will not be read in one sitting, but it wll be
read through by any cultured reader who opensit
The book 1s one that tempts the renewer to wnte
another, by way of renew, m order to set forth
adequately the vaned and fascinating contents
found m what must necessarily be one of the last
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books of this profound thinker The vanous notes
set down between July 1912 and August, 1922,
that comprse the book, give a kaleidoscopic pic-
ture of one o the really great minds of our age
as1t passes from topic to topic, from lovely nstas
of hill, valley and sea to the beauty of women,
from stoned cathedral, tapestnes and pictures to
muste and hterature, from anthropology to mysti-
Clsm

Though discarsive in style the eminent hedomst
brings so much erudition and economy o diction to
bear on each topic that one fedls that in a few
sentences he has read a great essay |n the section
dealing with Dwnne and Human Things a cosmic
epic 1s compressed within a few pages

Satire and 1rony qve nch flavor to many of
the passages as, for example, 1n speaking of our
reliqous merhdity, where thus sentence concludes
avery amusing comment "' Apparently our tradi-
tions are too strong for us, we cannot dispense
with Hell, if robbed of 1t in the future we must
have it here and now »* As a supreme ntuahst El-
hs carries consistency even to a defense of the
Mass (p 113) Surprising paradoxes impinge On
the mmd, notably in his comment on immorality
(p 120) HedefendsTaoism as agamst Deism, as
on pagel22, the Omegarather than the Alpha Let
the logicians resolve this **The World 1s everlast-
g Novelty, everlasting Monotony It s just as
you prefer You will always be nght » Perhaps the
logicians, especially those who mclude theological
caswistry in therr fidds, may find the thesis dif-
ficult 1n whach the author comsiders human sacn-
fice 1n a religion |less reprehensible than a defense
o war on the part o a rehgion (p 158) The
next page reveas a hedomst defending pain as
part of his philosophic economy His analysis may
provoke argument if not agreement

The author wntes with extreme indignation and
great force on the Great Betrayal—the World
War His bitterness over the W ar and his realistic
expressions concermng the slogans with which the
people lashed themselves into frenzies o hatred
during the struggle, the hypoensy and futihity of
it all, are set forth in no tempered diction His
Justafiable lack of restraint in these sentencesre-
veals how mdignation can blnd a great mind to
the mewitable results of what has been caled the
herd mstinet |1t completely msses the general 1r-
rationality of group psychology Yet he prefers
the loss o hves o the soldiers to the blasting of
Rheims by shell fire He defends lus views on this
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by saying that it 1s by his traditions that "*"Man
is Man and not by the number d meaningless
millions whom he spawns over the earth ”

Elhs holds that there 1s in the Old Testament
no better book that Ecclesiastes, an opmion with
which Hemingway and many other modernswould
concur, but heispartial also to The Song of Songs
His realistic appreciation of this beautifully sen-
sual book would not please the modern cathohc
student of exegesis though it doubtless would ac-
cord with those of the Renaissance He grows ec-
static over Jesus and the Gospels (pp 275, 276)
and concerves the latter in their account of Jesus
as ""the highest achievement of Man the Artist
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He concludes by saying that he is skeptical of
many people who seem at first to accept his views,
as they have not gone through *'the long and pam-
ful noviciate which would alone create a new heart
within them ” He fedls happier when he sees that
the Canadian police mspectors disapprove o his
book He will doubtless be more assured by the ef-
forts of the Irish and the Puntans of Boston who
have oddly united to make Boston a museum o an-
tique culture

This book can be profitably read for leisurely
diversion and instruction only by the cultured few
It 1s not meant for, nor will it be understood by,
the vulgar JoHN B O’Leary

DELAWARE BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE LAUNCHED

COMMITTEE to effect the orgamzation o
a state league for birth control was appoint-
ed at the meeting held at the DuPont Biltmore
Hotel in Wilmington on April 17th. under the au-
spices d the American Birth Control League The
group of promiment men and women who attended
were quick to see the value o forming a state
league, and the great good which would flow from
a better understanding of the birth ;4701 move-
ment 1t was decided that the League should be af -
fihated with the National League and that 1t should
proceed toward the estabhishing o climes as soon
aspossible Asthereare no anti-birth control laws
in Delaware, the movement should encounter no
difficulties
Mrs F Robertson Jones, president of the Amer-
1ican Birth Control League, spoke on **Birth Con-
trol — Today and Tomorrow™ and expressed her
great satisfaction at the formation of the mmnth
state league, there are now state organizations in
Pennsylvama, New York, Connecticut, Illnois,
New Jersey, Massachusetts, Michigan and Rhode
Island Mrs A C Martin, executive secretary of
the Pennsylvamia Birth Control League, discussed
"*Some Problems in Orgamzing for Birth Control
Dr T H Dawies presided at the luncheon, and
thefollowingwell-known advocates o birth control
spoke The Reverend H Adye Prichard, of Samt
Mark's Church, Mount Kisco, N Y on"' Morakty
and Birth Control"*, Professor Roswvell H John-
son o the Umversity o Pittrburgh on " The Need
for Birth Control**, and Dr Jay F Schamberg o
Phuladelphia on “Birth Control from the Physi-
eian’s Standpoint ”

A resolution endorsing the work of the National
Committee on Federal Legislation for Birth Con-
trol was unanimously adopted and a copy forward-
ed to Margaret Sanger It read as follows

One of the primary necessities for family and therefore

for public health 1s an intelligently determined interval be-
tween pregnancies, to be secured by regulating the inception

of life and not by interfering with Iife after 1t starts, and

The lack of knowledge asto how to secure such an interval
frequently results m serious disaster for mothersand babzes
and mdarectly for the entire community, be it

Resolved, that 1t 1s the opimion of this Conference gathered
here under the auspices of the American Birth Control
League, that the imparting Of information regarding contra-
ception 15 a wholly proper medical function, and that where
legislation exists hampering physicians 1n the proper exercise
of ths function, such legislation should be repealed

Dr A C Yost, executive secretary of the State
Board o Health, which has already endorsed the
principle of sczentafic birth control, presided at the
organmzation meeting The following orgamzing
Committee was appointed Mrs Willhlam S Berg-
land, Chawrman pro tem , Mrs George A Elliott,
Secretory, pro tem, Mrs Crawford H Green-
walt, Mrs Charles W Baker, Jr, Mrs Thomas
G Bradford, Mrs Wilham Bradford, Mrs Law-
rence N Thomas, Mrs Wilham Pnckett, Mrs
Charles Warner, Miss Helen S Garrett, Dr Mar-
garet | Handy, Mrs JamesN Gmns, Mrs Newhn
Booth, Mrs Samuel Bird, Mrs Robert Ferriday,
Mrs Charles F Reese, Jr, Mrs Harold G Irons,
Mrs Carlton F Bridgham, Mrs Walter Dent
Smith, Mrs J Sellers Bancroft, Mrs Bryant
White, Mrs George L Schwartz, Mrs Elmer O
Kraemer, Miss Mary R de Vo, Mrs Theodore
Pyle, Mrs Harry Braunstemn
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News

coNNEcTIcUT The Birth Control bill which was

favorably reported by the Judi-
ciary Committee on March 24th, was rejected in
the House after a hvely debate on Apnl Ist, by a
roll call vote of 172 to 76 |n the Senate the fol-
lowing day, only a few votes werecast in 1ts favor,
but 1t was vigorously supported by Senator Cap-
lan, Senate Chairman o the Judiciary Commt-
tee, and Senator Barton The bill would have le-
gdlized contracept~orwhen advised by physicians
It was amended m the Judiciary Committee to
cases when pregnancy would endanger the mother's
hfe or health and this hmited bill was vigorously
opposed by Roman Catholic members Senator
Barton supported the bill, but offered two amend-
ments—one to repeal the Connecticut law which
prohibits contraception entirely, and oneto delete
the penalty clausefrom the act, and so reduceit to
a''a pious gesture” "' The State,” he said, "*has no
business telling me or you, or anybody else how
we shall conduct our marital affairs™

A few days after the rejection o the bill, Mr
Francis E Jones, who had appeared at the hear-
ing as the persona and authonzed representative
d Bishop Nilan and the Roman Cathohc diocese
o Connecticut, gave to the press an open letter
which hehad sent to the membersd the two Houses,
thanking them for their favorable response to the
demands o the Roman Catholics He wrote

"In rejecting the favorable report o the Ju-
diciary Committee on the subject of permitting
the use of contraceptives andn declining to en-
act the substitute or committee bill nto law,
our general assembly has, in both 1ts branches
and on mon-denominational and non-political
hnes, by an overwhelming expression of its sov-
ereign Will, emphatically refused to follow where
thefathersdare not tread and to apply aflaming
torch to a fuse which, however superficialy in-
nocuousand alluring it might seem to be, is yet
connected at its mmvisible end, as with clock-
timed precisior, with explosives foreboding no
good for the medical profession, or for the
health, or morals or the happiness o man,
woman or child, or indeed, in the final analysis,
for the supremacy of the white race, or for the
existence of the commonwealth*’
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Notes

Though the bill was defeated, decaded progress
was made 1n Connecticut in connection with it The
medical professron came out strongly in its favor,
A favorable report was given by the Judiciary
Commuttee, the vote in the House, which at the
previous session numbered only 17, was increased
to 76, for the first time speeches were made and
votes were cast for it in the Senate The Con-
necticut Birth Control League adopts the words of
the protagonist o the bill in the legislature, Judge
Epaphroditus Peck, and looks forward to *'the
final success o the cause, which when it comes, as
it undoubtedly will come some tune, will be due to
thegeneral spread of a moreenhghtened attitude *

NEw JErSEY A meeting Of the New Jersey Chap-
ter of the American Association of
Hospital Social Workers was held at the Maternal
Health Center on March 30th and excellent co-
operation was reported with hespitals throughout
the state The clime is serving 241 communities
and attendance 1s increasmg, it 1s estimated that
the number of patients at the end of this fisca
year (Apnl 31st) will equal the number for the
first two years eombined
Miss Henriette Hart, executive secretary, spoke
at the Bethlehem Birth Control League meetmg
on Apnl 7th, and spoke during the month 1n Glen-
ridge, Summit and Plainfield Dr George Bed-
borough o England addressed members of the
State Council and their fnends from the Oranges,
Madison and Princeton at the home of Mrs Ed-
ward 8 Scudder of Newark on Aprl 30th

Fay H Marvin, Director o Public
Welfare o Lowsville, speaking be-
fore the Lions Club on Apnl Ist, advocated birth
control as one way of combatmg the present de-
pression This precipitated a discussion in the
Courier-Journal, culmmating with this statement

**Birth Control and child health are so closaly in-
terwoven that there 1s no separating them Any-
onemterested in birth control can obtain literature
by wniting to the American Birth Control League,
New York City ” It is sigmficant that the League
recaaved over one hundred letters 1n a wek as a
result

KENTUCKY
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NEw York The New York East Conference of

the Methodist Episcopal Church in
session at Grace Church, Brooklyn, on April 13th,
adopted the following report on arth control after
asharp debate

W e recommend such legislation as wll permmt
a physician to render medical information on
the subject In this connection we direct atten-
tion to the doctor's bill Should this bill be en-
acted into a law, 1t would give greater freedom
1 extending to needy persons such mformation
as would bein accord with the highest principles
of eagemes and the best health of the mdividual

The New York Academy o Medicine adopted
the following Recommendations in April, 1930 (see
editorial page)

1 The New York Academy of Medicine, asa
medical orgamzation, should be concerned solely
with the medical and publie health aspects o
birth control, and not wth i1ts economic consid-
erations

2 The contraceptive chmes already in ex-
istence in the vanous hospitals, and operating
within the law solely 1n the mterest of the health
of the mdividual, should be continued, and all
mstitutions 1n which this service 1s required
should orgamze similar chmes asintegral parts
of dispensary and hospital service

3 All extra-mural chnies, when their exist-
enceis temporarily justified, should have a medi-
cal personnel of competent physicians wth espe-
cial tramming 1 gynecology, the climes should
secure the services of local gynecologists and
obstetricians Of recogmized standing and au-
thori.y to servein an advisory capacity and to
formulatr and enforce surtable rules and regula-
tions concernmmg the medical indications for the
gving of contraceptive advice and to make reg-
ular inspections to see that these rules are ob-
served Efforts should hikewise be made on the
part of these extra-mural clmics to obtam the
services 0 experienced physicians in the several
branches of medicine to aid the staff 1n the diag-
nosis and conduct of the moredifficult cases The
extra-mural chimes, if so safeguarded and super-
vised, should recerve support of the medical pro-
fession only unti] a sufficient number of hospital
clmes has been developed to meet the pubhc
health demand

4 A movement should be begun to meclude 1n
the curriculum of medical schools, instruction 1n
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modern contraceptive measures and 1n the indi-
eations therefor The hosptal clinics should
hkewse be asked to offer sumilar mnstruction to
practicing physicians

At aluncheon given by the N Y C Committee
of the American Barth Control League at the Elks
Club, Brooklyn, on April 7th, plans were drawn
up for a survey of philanthropic and health agen-
cies o Brooklyn to determine the sentiment re-
garding the estabhishing of chmical service i birth
control SpeakerswereDr Samuel C Kohs, execu-
tive secretary of the Federation of Jewish Chan-
ties, and Miss Mary Palefsky, executive secretary
of the Brooklyn Social Service Bureau Among
those present were Mrs J M Schaap, of the
executive board of the Council of Jewish Women,
Dr Anna Levine of the Brooklyn Jewish Hospatal,
Dr Helen Muller of the medical board of the Birth
Control League, and Mrs Frances N Bangs, Mrs
Thomas Lamont, Jr, Mrs Hayden Smith, Mrs
Willham Palmer Thxon, Mrs W K Kohl and Mrs
Carol K Nash, membersd theN Y C Committee
Miss Palefsky was appointed chairman of the sur
vey committee

Margaret Sanger and Henry Pratt Fairchild
spoke at an open meeting at the American Womens
Association, held under the auspices of the Chm-
cal Research Bureau on April 14th Over 400 peo-
ple attended

The Bethlehem Birth Control
League held a most successful
meeting on April 7th, at the Hotel Betnlehem at
which Dr Fairchild spoke on “Population and
the Prevention of Dependency™ Dr A Lovett
Dewees, President of the Pennsylvama Birth Con-
trol Federation and Miss Hennrette Hart, Execu-
tive Director of the New Jersey Birth Control
League, werealso on theprogram Professor H M
Diamond of Lehigh University presided Mrs
Geo L deSchweimtz, Chairman of the Bethlehem
League and Mrs Ohver Holton, Treasurer, are
responsible for the success of this meeting Among
the patrons were Rt Rev and Mrs Frank W
Sterrett, Prof and Mrs Chas Maxwell McConn,
Dr andMrs Raymond M Walls, andtheHon and
Mrs Robert Pfeifle

One dof the outstanding activaties in the State at
the present time 1s our Birth Control Bill No
1210 in the House of Representatives, introduced
by Hon Matthew Dunn of Pittsburgh and refer-

PENNSYLVANIA
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red to the Committee on Public Health and Sani-
tation The bill seeks to Liberahze the laws con-
cerning the giving of contraceptive information
Great nterest has been shownby many o thelead-
ing physicians of the State 1n this legal aspect of
the birth control work Dr Jay F Schamberg,
President-elect o the Philadelphia County Me&-
cal Society, Dr Norms W Vaux and Dr Owen
J Toland, obstetricians o Philadelphia, have been
successful in drafting a doctors' bill which will be
presented shortly in the Senate It has been en-
dorsed by most o the members o the Gynecologi-
cal and Obstetrical staffs o the following hos-
prtals Umversity of PennsylvamaHospltal, Tem-
ple Umversity Hospltal, Hahnemann Hospital,
Abington Hospltal, Philadelpa Lying-In Hos-
pital, Jefferson Hospltal, Jewish Hospital Dr H
C Westervelt, President o the Birth Control
League o Allegheny County, has been successful
in getting the endorsement o many of the prom:-
nent Pittsburgh physicians

Among many letters that are bemg sent to our
Representatives at Harrisburg 1s a ssgmficant one
from the Rev John M Versteeg, showing the ac-
tive interest that the Methodist Church 1s taking
i birth control

By order o the Executive Committee d the
Social Service Commission of the Pittsburgh An-
nual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, representmg approximately 125,000
members, | am informing you of itSaction taken
today 1n support of Bill No 1210, endorsed by
the Pennsylvania Birth Control Federation, SuUg-
gesting that with all possible faciity this Bill
be released out o Committee and submitted to
the consideration of the House, and that our
hearty support o this Bill isin accordance with
the action taken last October at our 107th an-
nual session, from which we quote

"There isan mereasing conviction that, while
co-operation with God in creation sanctifies ex-
18tence as nothing €se can, men and women must
keep 1n mind the demand for a Christian consid-
eration o motherhood and the exigencies of our
social order There a-e circumstanceswhere, for
adequate ethical reasons, parentage should be
avorded We call upon the church for a fair and
full facing of all the facts involved, and we rec-
ommend such legislation asshall makeit possible
for physicians m thefamihes which they serveor
accredited chmcs to give such information as
shall make the assumption o parenthood a con-
secration and not an accident *
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An 1ncreasing number o patients are being re-
ferred to the Maternal Health Center by 82 Wel-
fare orgamzations (Pubhc Health Nursing or-
ganmzations, Hospital Social Services, Church
Federations and Rehef Societies) Membership in
our statewide organization is continually increas-

ng
ENGLAND

LARGE GROUP o distinguished people met

m London on March 17th to celebrate the
tenth anmversary of thefoundmg o thefirst Eng-
lish barth control chme, and to honor M ane Stopes,
founder o the chnie, and head o the Seciety for
Constructive Birth Control Approprate toasts
were proposed to ""Our Gueds™, **The Health of
All Mothers and All Babies,” etc, and messages
were read from Henry Pratt Fairchild, Dr S
Adolphus Knopf, Dr Graefenberg, Mary Ware
Dennett The Amenican Birth Control League was
represented by Dr CarohneMauleand Mrs Rach-
€l Keeling, who delivered greetmmgs from Mrs
Jones Among the speakers were Dr Branislaw
Malinowski, Dr Leuenbach o Denmark and Miss
Maude Royden

JAPAN

BIRTH CONTROL union has been formed

in Tokyo under the leadership  Dr Miya-
jma, member o the Tokyo mumeipal assembly
About two hundred members met for thefirst time
on January 17th, and decided that 1 The umen
shall jemin and be affihated with the International
Birth Control Umen 2 The union shall investi-
gate various studies on birth control and make re-
portsd them 3 The union shall publish opimons
agamst irrational attacks on birth control meth-
ods or estabhshments which are found to be un-
scientific Baroness Ishimoto 1s the president

The New Jersey Birth Control League has
sent in one hundred subscriptions to the
Review during the month of Apnl The Re-
View expresses its appreciation of this grati-
fying support What state orgamization Or
what group wall strengthen its interest in
birth control and further the work of the Re-
view by duplicating this record for May?
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Leters from Readers

LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS
To THE EpITOR

| thimk that the value or non-value of the pre-
sentation of contested mattersat a legislative hear-
mg is a rather interesting subject The Judiciary
Commuttee of the Connecticut Legislature at the
present session has had quite a httle experience
along that ine When a heanng before the com-
mittee was assigned on a bl to repeal the state
prohibition enforcement law, the prohibition forces
sent wordto every orgamzation which they thought
likely to be favorable asking them to send to the
hearing as large a representation as possible, and
particularly urging them to come several hours n
advance and fill the comm~tteeoom, with the sug-
gestion that they should bnng therr lunches

As a result of this, the committee room was
packedto suffocation several hoursbeforethehear-
ing was to begin, the committee could enter their
own room only by theassistance of asquad of state
police, and then found their chairs and desks oc-
cupred by earnest advocates of temperance, the
advocates of the bill, who arnved at the time set
for the hearing, were not able to get into the hall
except by the assistance of police, and then the
threeor four who were to speak had to do so stand-
ing 1n the middle o a dense and hostile crowd

| think that a demonstration of that kind does
not help the cause that it 1s intended to favor In
fact, I know that several members of the commat-
tee, who were strongly opposed to the bill in ad-
vance, felt strongly inchned to vote for it as a
rebuke .o the methods of the opposition

The hearing on the birth control bill was quite
differently conducted The ladies of the birth con-
trol league took very httle part in the hearing, and
put forth some of the most promment physicians
mn thestatet oadvocate the lall from the profession-
al pomt of view Thesegentlemen rather intelligibly
and foreibly rendered the ments of their propo-
sition, the comm~ttee'oom was not over-crowded,
and the opposition, which was quite numerous, had
an opportumty to present their pomnt of view The
result was that the committee quite unexpectedly
ordered afavorable report on thebil

The object of every commttee heanngis to en-
able those who favor the bill to explain its terms
and state the reasons why 1t ought to be passed,

and for those who oppose the il t o state the argu-
ments against 1t This can usually be done by half
a dozen speakers on each side as well as by a
greater number, and | do not think that the at-
tendanceof a great number of strenuous advocates
or opponents who are simply there to show the
violence Of therr emotions, and not to present any
argument, s of any particular value It may beas-
sumed that upon any Important question of real
controversy there are in any state a hundred
times as many persons keenly mterested on each
side O the question as could by any possibihty get
mmto any comm-~ttedearmmg, and it really does not
make alot of difference with the commttee whether
one two-hundredth of one per cent of the popula-
tion Of the state are present to express their feel-
g or only one five-hundredth of one per cent

EparrRODITUS PECK
Bristol, Connecticut

FROM A CATHOLIC
ToTHE EDpITOR

I have found the Berth Control Review very in-
teresting and shall from now on look forward to
1ts coming

Although | am Roman Catholic, | heartily agree
with your program and wish for your continued
success In my work with the poorer families (im-
migrant families) | see daily the great need for
such work as yours and | hope some day to take
an active part mn it myself

MAXINE StEINITZ, Jugo-Slav Sec'y,
International Institute of theY WC A

Cleveland, Ohio

AN ANTHROPOLOGIST'S COMMENT

T o THE EbpITOR

The articles by Drs Warner and Aptekar in
your April 1ssue stnke me as eminently sane and
fair presentations of primttive man's behefs and
practices | takeit for granted that man, having
long since dehberately taken charge of his own
destiny by starting on a cultural career, has no
choice but to seek aremedy for every 1ll that besets
him If, therefore, our civilization 18 now 1n danger
of being wrecked by the overproduction of inferior



156

stock what more natural than that we should ap-
ply the principles already tried out in the plant
and animal world?

Incidentally, might we not easily have many
more well-bred children if therr upbringing was
made economically possible?

N C NeLson, Curator of Prehistoric
Archaeology
American Museum of Natural Heustory

New York, N ¥

FROM A TRAVELLER IN JAPAN

To T EpiTor

I think this excerpt from a young college stu-
dent's letter to his family may interest your read-
ers

“The land 1n this section was all cultivated with
rice filds and other vegetation, very small fields,
each famly, of which therewere many, having their
own and working them themselves Thatched roofed
farm houses were all along the hne, and the"*fidds
were full of folk * They seem to have no metal or
modern machmery and | doubt if any one could
sell they any, because each man’s property is so
small and he hasso many in his fammly and labor is
so cheap that it would not be practical to have
any machinery They seem to do the work well
and efficiently with the old-time methods and there
is no need t o change under the present conditions
Japan seems to me to be overpopulated And |
am sure it will be worse very shortly because |
seem to see about ten children to every adult What
this country needs is ""bigger and better"* birth
control, but thereis no prospect of such a thing
in the near future because the government will not
allow any talk of literatureon thematter Theway
it is now there are not enough mothers to carry
their own babies Grandmothers, men and even six
year old children have to be rushed into service to
give the wee ones an airing | do not see how a
country so overpopulated can progress physically,
educationally, economically, or any other way ”

New York EDJ

PUZZLED BY CATHOLIC DOGMA

To THE EDITOR

In a recent issue one of your correspondents
questioned the Catholic views agamst birth con-
trol, evenin cases of insanity, and asked for an ex-
planation According to the Catholic Encyclo-
pedia, the Church, after accepting and rejecting
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various theories, has decided that '""souls are
created (by God) at their infusion into the body**
and " are multiplied correspondingly with the mul-
tiplication of human organisms*

It is ewnidently on this idea that the Roman
Church bases its laws against birth control This
theory, of course, places the burden of creation
on mankind, with the Deity occupying second
place—in other words, making the will of God in
creating souls subject to the will of the flesh in
creating bodies (T 0 some sensitive souls however,
this may seem a bit blasphemous ) The Cathohcs
evidently beheve that an immortal soul is denied
existence through the control of birth, which they
classify as simn—but if 1t is also denied existence
through continence, it 15 no sin

The Catholic clergy have argued that birth con-
trol is animalism But just where the differenceis
between ammalism that is consummated in chil-
dren and ammalism that Is not, seems rather ob-
scure After all, if the conception of a child is
rooted in anmmalism—just how the birth of that
child sanctifies it, 1s a httle puzzling It would
seem more Chrstian to insure a child parents who
are not animal rather than those who are—and
Just why a man who has twenty children isless so
than a man who has one, 1s still a httle vague

If truth could be reached by theclogical argu-
ments and theores, we would probably all be near-
er to it—but even in the Gospels the test of the
truth 1s said to be " by their fruits ** It would seem
that to even a Cathole the “fruits’” of this doc-
trine of promiscuous breeding would be evident
enough The prisons and the asylums do not Le
to us—no matter how welie to ourselves

E R DowLine
New York, N Y

IS THE CATHOLIC CHURCH CABRYING ON A CON-
SPIBACY IN RESTRAINT OF TRADE?

T o THE EpiTor

Apropos the article by Mr Norman E Himes
which appeared in your Apnl issue, it may interest
your readersto know that in a largecity in Massa-
chusetts a certain prominent savings banh recent-
ly advertised for a Protestant stenographer
Forthwith every Cathohc depositor in the bank
withdrew his or her account

The wife of a professor in a leading Eastern
Massachusetts university reports that their fam-
ily physician has had no Catholic patients since
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he signed the pehition recently crculated by the
Massachusetts Birth Control League to hiberahze
the Massachusetts statute on contracepticn These
cases bear all the outward earmarks of concerted
effort on the part of Cathohc priests to Interfere
with the income of the parties concerned

Query When will the birth control movement
become aggressive enough to fight such casesin the
courts? Admittmg that it 1s perfectly legal and
ethical to withhold onés patronage for whatever
reason one sees fit, 1s 1t equally legal to nduce
others collectwoely to withhold patronage? |'s not
this “malicious mterference” with a professional
market?1 n labor cases that have come before our
courts, a secondary boycott, interfering with the
market o a manufacturer, has repeatedly been de-
clared 1llegal And so the law stands today

FAR Pray

Massachusetts

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP MANAGEMEN1 CIRCULA
TION, ETC REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF

AUGUST 24. 1912
Of the Birth Control Review published monthly at Nev York, N Y.,
New York

for May 1 1831 State of New York County

Before me, a notary publie, in and for the State_and county
aforesaid personaliy a{)pear Stella Haoau who baving been
duly sworn according 10 law deposes and says thaw she is the
Editor of the Birth Control Review and thaf the following is
to the best of her knowledge and belief, a true statement of the
ownership management (and if a dalal‘%/ paper the cireulation) ete.
Q the aforesaid publication for the dafe shown in the above caption.
required by the Art of August 24 1912 embodied in section 411
Postal | aws and Regulations printed on the reverse of thisform, to

wit

1 That the names and addresses of the publisher editor nan
aging editor and business managers are X

Publisher—American Birth Control League Inc 132 Madison
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Editor — Stella Hanan 152 Madison Ave N Y City
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Business Manzger —Sonia Feretz 152 Madison Ave N Y City
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more of total amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation the
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Owned by a firm company or other unincorporated concern its
name and address, as well as those of each individua member
must be given

American Birth Control League Inc, 152 Madison Ave N Y City

Non-stock corporation . X

Mrs F Robertson Jones President 152 Madison Ave N Y City

Mrs Warren Thorpe Treasurer 152 Madison Ave N Y City

8 That the known bondholders mortgages and other security
holders owning or boldzng 1 per cent or more of tetal amourt of
bonds mortgages or other securities are (If there are none so
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4 That the two paragraphs next aove. giving the names of the
owners stockholders and security holders 1f any contain not only
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or mn any other fiductary relation the name of the person or corpo-
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ILLIAM M MANDOUR
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157

Depression Hitsthe REVIEW

Wuao WL SuBscrise
FOR ONE OF THESE FELLow REapers?

Take advantage of the special book offer—see
back cover Keep the book for gourself and send
the Review to X, who ss “in thedrought™, Y who
18 dead broke, or Z Who & workng half tume

Ths 1s the anthracite coal section and retrench-
ment 1s the order of the day all along the hne
When conditions change, and | get a pay envelope
again, | will be back on your subseription lst |
came to the Remew late 1 hfe, but enjoy 1its tone
and would hike to support it for the good it may
do younger folks, who will otherwise make the same
mistakes | did | assure you that | will be back
when Dame Fortune smiles a little, and hope you
will keep the Remew up to the present mgh stand-
ard

I do not hke tolose a copy o the Revew, have
been taking it since 1925, nght after | first heard
o 1t But we are in the drought and money 1s so
scarce However if you could or would send :t on
till wheat harvest | could pay up then | know birth
control is a vital need, and am for 1t until the
poor have it as wdl as the rich

Very sorry that | cannot renew my subseription
just now, as my husband has been out o work,
and just as soon as he gets work I’ll send in the

shp

| regret not being ableto renew my subscription,
expect to be back with you soon, and you will not
need to rermnd me Barth control isas' near to my
heart"* as ever | wish | could place birth control
in close proximity to a fat bankroll, rather than
to such an intangible as a heart

The subseription, small as it is, makes a dif-
ferenceinmy little budget, and | shall have to drop
the Remew for the present However | am In-
terested and aways will be in the splendid work
you are doing Just now | can do nothing except
send my good wishes and sincere hope that your
work will spread and spread

| likeit, but am dead brcke rght now Later.
‘perhaps
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THE ETHICS OF PARENTHOOD
(Contimued from page 136)

study the food question and our unwillingness to
study, or let the doctor study, the sex question
has made us slower in obtammmg resultsin the lat-
ter fidd than in the former

Many people try to be sensible about theirr sex
relations, just asthey try to be about their eating
and dnnkmg Most of these familtes have from
one to ten chlldren All wish them and intend to
have them as far as circumstances will permt
These wives and husbands use vanous methods of
prevention, suitable or agreeable to their dif-
ferent preferences Astheresult o perfect under-
standing, these methods cause no cheapemng of
love, comradeship, or affection, nor is there any
conscious transgression The exaltation of sense,
invoked at proper mtervals by these moral, sane,
robust, unafraid husbands and wives, leads to a
greater dally harmony and more constant soul
communionthan | have beenable to discover among
any of the few whom | have observed who are
making attempts (usually futile) at a cehbate
marnage, though | have seen some of the latter
faith become neurotic, quarrelsome, discouraged,
pessimistic

Laws agamst giving contraceptive information
areadisgrace to our country, a relic o mediaeval-
Iam, a high erime agamnst women, a serious Mis-
demeanor against any legislature which will tacitly
consent to their contmuance or hft a vowce for
their perpetuation NO congressman or senator
should be re-elected who does not support human,
modern, econstructive birth control measures

The intelhgent people o the country are more
or less quiet on the subject o hirth control,
they will not long be so, sincethere 1s a sentiment in
favor of the edueation of the public in these mat-
ters, which 1s part o real patriotism, the sent:-
ment to uproot the inhuman clauses of present
laws 1s as insistent as is the determination in the
minds o all good citizens to weed out the super-
imposed tyranny which would deny to any people
knowledge on any subject Thereis an increasing
body o responsible people who reahzethat Amen-
canism must mean everything whichis the founda-
tion of justice and well-bemg Pnde in America
must be founded on the verities, not alone on pa-
tnoticemotion If therels any onething calculated
to antidote half-baked revelutionary impulses, it
i s theknowledge by which wage-earners may gauge
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thesize of their families according to their health
and their earmings Those who wish to keep the
peopleignorant of this information are untrue to
the best spirit o America, untrue to the ideal o
democracy, they do not belong here, and they cer-
tanly should have no part i the makmg of our
laws

In spite of laws which perpetuate misery and
crime, many people have common sense, and some
people have knowledge, and some mtelhgent and
informed people place morals and humamty above
law Prevention of conception 1s perfectly legrti-
mate for husbands and wives who desire it I n this
connection it may be well to mention that the fear
of an undesired pregnancy is the chief obstruction
to the perfect affihiation o many couples | have
discussed thisin my books Sex and Life and The
Art of Love, and must here content mysdf with
the briefest statement

CHILDREN THE GREATEST PRIVILEGE

All marred people who have reasonable pros-
pect o healthy offspring should anticipate a famly
o chlldren as the greatest privilege, and undertake
the raising of such a family as their chief contribu-
tion to racial progress It 1s generaly best to
postpone pregnancy for a year or two after mar-
riage |t should never be necessary to postpone
marriage because the young people, in love and
eager to marry, are not able at once to undergo
the expense of chlldren Famhes should differ in
size according to health and economic conditions,
each couple should be entitled to decide when they
should have children and how many they should
have Childless couples (when fertile and sound)
are a menace to civihzation, their early supreme
sdfishness acts to destroy the ends they had an-
tieipated, and they finally become dissatisfied and
anti-social On the other hand, fambhes with too
many chlldren for the father to support or for
the mother to bear, are a menace almost as great
Such families nurture immorahty and crime, they
dram the pubhc resources, they rob both father
and mother o all the rights and the joysd lLiving

The 1llegality, under present disgraceful laws,
o the dissemination of proper contraceptive in-
formation to those who need 1t, makesit incumbent
on each individual coupleto repudiate unjustifiable
laws, which are no doubt also unconstitutional, and
seek comfort, health, and efficiency for themselves,
to choose between poverty and handicap on the one
hand and proper food and sufficient early traimng
on the other, for their chlldren Every doctor and
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humamtarian should adwise people, faced with this
contingency, t0 sk until they obtain some form
of adequate protection which nterferes mnerther
with health nor with perfectly satisfactory, mu-
tual sexual relations

I fear no worth-whde eriticism if | assert dog-
matically that sexual mtercourse has a two-fold
significance, a social and a procreative Without
the former, health and happiness would rapidly
disappear, and we should become unfitted for the
latter, the procreative function No normal couple
can follow hiterally the doctrine o intercourse for
procreation only and be fit to train their children
to become trustworthy eementsin the commumty
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