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Editorial 
HE Protestant Churches of Amer- 

T l c a  h 
"I speak for 5,000, 50,000, or 500,000 

ave spoken Through ~ t s  Com- voters Be  careful " We do not know 
mlttee on Marriage and the Home, how many people are represented by 
the Federal Councll of Churches of the twenty-elght members of the Com- 
Chrlst In Amerlca, representmg the mittee on Marrlage and the Home 
major Protestant evangelical bodles, whlch has pronounced birth control 
has lssued a comprehensive survey of morally justified, or how many votes 
the blrth control sltuatlon, and come stand behmd the Federal Councll of 
to reasoned and fearless conclusions Churches of Chrlst m Amer~ca We 
The committee, whose personel 1s rep- cannot yet sum up the arithmetics of 
resentatwe of far-flung Interests and the situation, but the open endorse- 
commands unquahfied respect, 1s un- ment of thls large inter-denommatlon- 
anilnous ~n its recognltlon of the two- a1 group mll  have a profound effect 
fold function of marriage, m its reali- on the varlous leg~slatures and on the 
zatlon of the need for some sort of mores of the country 
control of blrths, and In its belief that 
such control is morally just~fied I t  1s unanl- 
mous In its opinion that the Church should 
not seek to impress ~ t s  pomt of view as to the 
use of contraceptives upon the publlc by leg- 
lslation or by any other form of coerclon, ~t 
is unanimous In ~ t s  insistence that the Church 
should not seek to prohlbit physicians from 
~mpartmg such information to those who "in 
the judgment of the medlcal profession are 
ent~tled to receive it " I f  the Pope's Encych- 
cal was an answer to the Lambeth Confesence 
resolutloa, thls report sounds the clarlm m 
reply Pomt for polnt ~t answers the Cathollc 
pronouncement The Committee divides as to 
methods of control, a minority of three rec- 
ommendlng abstmence, three remalnlng neu- 
tral and the remamder of the twenty-elght 
members advocating modern contraceptive 
methods, but ~t reunites In affirming the dl- 
vlnlty and beauty and nobleness of a happy 
marrlage relatlonshlp 

I T IS NOT hyperbole to call this report epoch- 
maklng I n  ~ t s  hght we can read of the 

recent Blassachusetts and Comectlcut hear- 
ings, as described in t h s  Issue, with greater 
eqnnnlmlty, and plan for the future with op- 
timism A t  both these hearmgs coercion was 
thinly ve~led wlth bombast I n  effect, the rep- 
resentative of the Knlghts of Columbus or 
the Cathollc Daughters of America stepped 
before the Leglslatlve Committees and s a ~ d  

L ET IT BE remembered that it 1s the Catho- 
hcs, not the non-Cathohcs, who have 

drawn the religious Issue, and forced us to 
pit numbers agalnst numbers The Federal 
Council's stand agalnst coerclon represents 
fairly, we thmk, the "he-and-let-he" attl- 
tude whlch all non-Cathohcs would gladly 
maintam, were they permitted to do so There 
1s now, however, no cholce but to answer 
strength mth  strength, and organmation wlth 
organ~zation The recent format~on of the 
Rhode Island Blrth Control League 1s a 
step In the right dmectlon When there are 
forty-elght state leagues under National 
League leadership, then indeed, "the walls 
of Jerlcho wlll come tumblmg down " 

W E HOPE that the minorlty in the Federal 
Council Committee w h ~ h  recommends 

abstinence will read the two artlcles on "Blrth 
Control in Prlmitlve Soclety," published in 
this lssue Professor Warner and D r  Aptek- 
ar d~scuss prlmtlve methods of population 
control-abortion, ~nfanticlde, taboo, perver- 
sion-and dlscuss, too, primltlve man's un- 
derstanding of the relation between inter- 
course, conception and bwth A t  the risk of 
censure from our scholarly contributors, who 
have presented data and vlewpomts per se, 
and not for the sake of morals to be drawn 
therefrom, we cannot refraln from suggest- 
Ing an mescapable lesson Primitive popula- 



tlon, w~thout the benefit of modern contra- 
cept~ve methods, 1s controlled In ways ab- 
horrently crude, or psychologically mcom- 
prehens~ble Shall we who have been vouch- 
safed the blessmgs of knowledge and sclence 
stop our ears and close our eyes and walk 
m darkness? 

R ECENT stuclles m dlfferent~al fertihty, 
described In the Population Sectlon t h ~ s  

month, show clearly the constructive effect of 
birth control, when ~t IS properly used-that 
1s when rellable contraceptive information is 
available for all classes Blrth Control advo- 
cates can do no better than to quote the case 
of Sweden, where the hlgher lncome groups 
are now producmg more ch~ldren than the 
lower income groups, of Germany, where 
the b~rth-rate 1s ~ncreaslng m the so-called 
upper classes and of Holland, the classlc ex- 
ample of eugenic birth control Through the 
mtell~gent use of blrth control, IIolland has 
lowered both ~ t s  Infant mortallty and ~ t s  ma- 
ternal mortallty rates Fewer avoidable 
deaths and less slckness are some of the re- 
sults of a wide-spread use of blrth control 
A population breedmg from the top, not from 
the bottom, chlldren of good herltage born 
to parents able to glve them adequate up- 
brmgmg, are some of the results of blrth con- 
trol That the birth-rate has fallen dunng the 
last half century--comcldent mth  the dls- 
covery of blrth control-1s conceded That 
the dysgenw factors In thls decrease are ehm- 
mated wherever a comprehenslve b~r th  con- 
trol program 1s in effect, 1s evldent 

As we go to press (March 25th) word comes that the Con- 
nectlcut Leglslatlve Judlclary Comm~ttee has voted to make 
a favorable report to the Legislature on the blrth control 
bill The hlll wrll come before the Connecticut House for 
adopt~on some tlme during the first week m Aprll 

W E ANNOUNCE with sorrow the death of 
D r  James Freyer Cooper on March 

27th The birth control movement has lost 
one of its staunchest frlends and ablest al- 
lies As a young medlcal mstructor m the ob- 
stetrlcal department of Boston Unlversity 
Medlcal School over fifteen years ago, Dr 
Cooper's lnslght lnto slum condltlons roused 
hls mterest m blrth control and started h m  
on the work to whlch he devoted the rest of 
h ~ s  hfe Durlng five years residence m Chma 
as Professor in Fukien Unlon Unlversity at 
Foochow, the population problems of the 
Orlent strengthened t h ~ s  mterest D r  Coop- 
er was Medical Drector of the Amerlcan 
B ~ r t h  Control League from 1924 to the pres- 
ent tlme, and m thls capaclty he served as a 
connectmg link between the medlcal profes- 
slon and the lay organization wh~ch he repre- 
sented H e  saw clearly that progress depend- 
ed on enlistmg the support of the physician, 
and to thls end he traveled up and down the 
country for many years, addressmg State 
and County Medlcal Societies, medical 
schools, hospltal staffs, and other groups of 
doctors H e  had an  Ideal background and 
personahty for hls work, and was able to wm 
the confidence of hls colleagues and open to 
them thls much neglected s~de  of medlcal 
practice I n  addltlon to hls comprehenslve 
book on blrth control methods, "The Techni- 
que of Contracept~on," published m 1928, 
D r  Cooper wrote many valuable pamphlets 
and brochures on the subject, in wh~ch his 
dlrect approach, hls slncere faclng of facts 
and deslre to help suffering humanity were 
clearly shown Dr Cooper's servlce to the 
movement was mestunable, and h ~ s  many 
frlends and admlrers wll mourn a valuable 
worker and a sympathetic comrade 

Delawal e State League to be Organzxed Delaware Readers Please Note 

The Amerlcan R ~ r t l ~  Control League a111 hold a conference In Wllmmgton, Delaaare, 
(Dupont B~ltmore Hotel) on Apr~l  17th Speakers are 

REV H ADYE PBICIIARD, D D-Moralrty and Btrth Control 
PROF ROSWELL H JoH-~so\-The Need for B~rth  Control 
D e  JAY F SCHAMBEBO-Bwth Control from the Physicmn's Standpomt 
MRS F ROBEBTSOY JOYES-Lhrth Control, Today and Tomorrow 
Mns ALLYXE C MABTIX-80me Problems m Organmng for Bwth Control 



Protestants Endorse Birth Control 
The Federal Councll of Churches of Chrlst m Amerlca Issues a report on Birth 
Control-the first declaration on the subject by an lnterdenomlnatlonal body 
made up of representatwes of many different churches The report 1s slgned by 
the members of the Co-ttee on Marrlage and the Home, and approved by 
the Admmstratlve Comm~ttee of the Federal Councd 

IRTH CONTROL is neanng the status of a B recognized procedure in preventive and cura- 
ti\ e medlcine Knowledge of contraceptives 1s also 
widely disseminated, and the question of their use 
has become one of great social importance The 
publ~c therefore has a right to expect guldance 
from the Church on the moral aspects 

The moral problems of birth control have to  
do with two functions of sex They arise in connec- 
tion with the spaclng of chddren, the lim~tation of 
the number of offspring, the safeguarding of the 
health and ofttimes of the lives of mother and child, 
on the one hand, and, on the other, they anse in 
considering the nghtfulness of mtercourse in itself 
althout the purpose of children, and consequently 
the nghtfulness of the use of contraceptives 

SOME F O R U  O F  CONTROL NEEDED 

Physicians have long known that under certam 
physical conditions of the mother, pregnancy is 
hazardous to mother and chdd, and that large num- 
bers of women are so impedled Although there are 
few women who do not desire children, the fear of 
untlmely pregnancy rests as a recurring anxiety 
upon most marned women for two decades after 
thew marnage Even wlth a healthy mother and 
a sound lnhentance of bodlly and mental vigor on 
both sldes, too frequent and too numerous preg- 
nancies are to be avoided, as underminmg the 
mother's health and as taking her from the care 
of her llving children When the mother is not en- 
t~rely well and the endowment is not of the best, 
spacing and llmltations are the more necessary 

Economlc considerations also enter into most 
cases, and in famihes where the mother must work 
outside the home the questlon of the number of 
chlldren and of the mtervals between them 1s most 
acute Very large families tend to produce poverty, 
to endanger the health and stabihty of the family, 
to hmit the educat~onal opportunities of the chil- 
dren, to overstrain the mother and to take from 
her her own chance for a hfe larger than the rou- 
tine of her home 

The problems of over-population are also In- 
volved in the consideration of birth control Wh~le 
over-population, with ~ t s  consequent lowenng of 
llving standards and provocation of war, 1s not 
likely to  become a general condltlon in thls coun- 
try for a considerable perlod, and, wlth the de- 
velopment of sclence and of more Chnstian stand- 
ards of production and dlstnbution, may never 
become so acute as in many countries of the Old 
World, it is nevertheless now pressmg upon great 
numbers of homes in which the family is too large 
or the income inadequate 

SOME FOR= O P  CONTBOL NEEDED 

As to the necessity, therefore, for some form of 
effectme control of the size of the family and spac- 
ing of children, and consequently of control of 
conception, there can be no question It is recog- 
nized by all churches and all physicians 

There is general agreement also that sex union 
between husbands and wlves as an expression of 
mutual affection, wlthout relation to procreation, 
1s nght Thls is recogmzed by the Scnptures, by 
all branches of the Chnstian Church, by social 
and mehcal sclence, and by the good sense and 
ideahsm of manlund 

CONTRACEPTIVES OR ABSTINENCE 

As to the method of control of conception, two 
ways are posslble One is the use of contraceptives, 
or methods other than abstinence, which may be 
classified as such The other is self-control or ab- 
stinence for longer or shorter penods of tune 
Both may be considered as forms of birth control 

As to the ~ghtfulness of the use of contracep- 
tives, Chnstian opimon is not united The prob- 
lem in its present form is a new one The Scnp- 
tures and the ecumenical councils of the Chnstian 
Church are d e n t  upon the subject The Church 
of Rome mflexibly opposes the use of contracep- 
tives as contrary to  Chnstian morals In the An- 
ghcan commumon opinion 1s sharply dmded, as 
lndxated by the fact that a t  the Lambeth Con- 



ference of 1930 the resolution approving birth 
control under certam cond~tions was the only vote 
during the conference which indicated divis~on of 
oplnion upon a quest~on of fundamental impor- 
tance It LS known t h a t  oplnion in the churches of 
the U n ~ t e d  States  is divlded, as  is also the medl- 
cal  profession, but nobody knows as  yet the pre- 
vailing opimon Under the circumstances, the prob- 
lem requlres unprejud~ced study, and guidance 
should be sought from the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and Giver of Life It should be expected t h a t  guid- 
ance will find expresslon through the researches and 
experience of physicians and men of science as  well 
a s  through the corporate conscience of the Church 

Whatever the final conclusions may be, the Com- 
mittee 1s strongly of the oplnion tha t  the Church 
should not seek t o  impose its pomt of vlew as t o  
the use of contraceptives upon the public by legis- 
lation o r  any  other form of coercion, and espe- 
cially should not seek t o  prohibit phys~cians from 
impalting such informat~on t o  those who in the 
judgment of the medical profession a re  entitled 

A DIVISION O F  OPINION 

S o  far,  the Committee on Marriage and the Home 
is in agreement B u t  a t  this point ~t has  been 
found necessary to  express divergent views Per-  
haps such honest differences, frankly expressed, 
may have compensatmg value in helping Chns- 
t lan people t o  face the issues involved, espec~ally 
since they mirror also the perplexity in the public 
mind 

A m a j o n t y  of the  Committee holds t h a t  the 
careful and  res t ra~ned  use of contraceptives by 
marrled people is valid and  moral They take this 
pos~t ion because they believe t h a t  it is important 
t o  p r o v ~ d e  fo r  the proper  spaclng of children, the 
control of the slze of the  family, and the p ro tec t~on  
of mothers and children, and because intercourse 
between the mates, when a n  expresslon of their 
spintual  union and affection, is right in Itself They 
are  of the opinion t h a t  abstinence within mar- 
riage, except f o r  the few, cannot be rehed upon 
t o  meet these problems, and under ordinary con- 
d i t~ons  is not desirable in  itself 

B u t  they cannot leave this statement without 
fur ther  comment They feel obhged to  point out 
t h a t  present knowledge of birth control is  incom- 
plete, and t h a t  a n  element of uncertainty, al- 
though it is small, st111 remains More serious is 
the fac t  t h a t  all methods are  as  yet more o r  less 

subject to  personal factors f o r  their effect~veness 
Marned  couples should keep these facts  in m ~ n d  
and  welcome children, should they come 

T h e  public should be warned also agalnst ad- 
vertised nostrums, which a re  beginning t o  appear  
in thinly disguised forms in reputable penodlcals, 
and so-called "boot-legged" devlces a t  d r u g  stores, 
fo r  whlch there is no guarantee of safety against 
in jury o r  of suitableness fo r  mdividual cases It is 
essential t o  consult the family physician o r  t o  g o  
t o  estabhshed clinics o r  health centers f o r  mforma- 
tion o r  ass~stance 

T h a t  serious evils, such as extra-manta1 sex re- 
lations, may be mcreased by a general knowledge 
of contraceptives must be recognized Such knowl- 
edge, however, is already widely d~ssem~nated,  of- 
ten in unfortunate ways, and w ~ l l  soon be univer- 
sally known Guided by the past  expenence of the 
race as  t o  the effects of sc~entific discovery upon 
human welfare, we should expect t h a t  so revolu- 
t ionary a discovery as  control of conception would 
ca r ry  dangers as  well a s  benefits Society faces a 
new problem of control with each fresh advance of 
knowledge If men generally cannot properly use 
the knowledge they acqulre, there IS no safety and 
no guarantee of the future  These members of the 
Committee believe t h a t  the undeslrlble use of con- 
traceptives will not  be indulged i n  by most people, 
and t h a t  if the Influence of relig~on and education IS 

properly developed the progress of knowledge w ~ l l  
not outrun the capacity of manklnd f o r  self-con- 
trol B u t  if the sex impulse and the use of con- 
traceptives a re  t o  be kept under moral control, the 
Church and society, including parents, must give 
greater  attention t o  the education and character- 
budding of youth, and to  the continued education 
of adult  opmion 

THREE MEMBERS RECOMMEND ABSTINENCE 

A minonty of the Committee belleves t h a t  suf- 
fic~ent stress has not been laid upon the idealistic 
character of the teachings of Jesus concerning 
rnarnage and its obhgations The  command 
governing all cases of conflicting duties IS the com- 
mand of the absolute "Be ye therefore perfect, 
even as  your  Fa ther  which is in Hcalcn is perfect " 

I n  view of the widespread doubt among Chns- 
t ian people of the morality of the use of contra- 
ceptwes, and the scruples expenenced by many in 
making use of them, it appears  t o  these members 
of the Committee to  be the plain duty of the Chris- 
t ian Church, when control of concept~on is neces- 



sary, t o  uphold the standard of abstinence as  the 
]deal, recognmng ~t as  a counsel of perfection, 
and tha t  Chnstlan morals a re  much more exalted 
than is generally supposed B u t  they would polnt 
out  t h a t  the Grace of God is sufficient f o r  those 
who a r e  conscious of a d~fficult and hlgh vocation, 
and t h a t  we have as  yet  but  touched the fringes 
of spiritual power whlch is all about us hke God's 
g f t s  of a l r  and sunshlne Those who adventure and 
trust  a re  rewarded, and they know the joy and 
strength which accompany all  vlctones of the 
s p m t  

The  method of abstinence 1s therefore t o  be used 
t o  meet conditions and situations In whlch other- 
wise contraceptives would be necessary Thls  does 
not  mean t h a t  sex relations between marrled peo- 
ple as  a n  expression of mutual affection a re  wrong, 
but  they a r e  t o  be denled when chdd-beanng is 
hazardous t o  the well-being of mother o r  child o r  
the  household T h a t  t h ~ s  is possible 1s shown by 
the large number of unmarned people who lead 
chaste hves, and by the number of marned couples 
who practice self-control a t  all  times and abstin- 
ence when necessary 

IfARRIAGE NOBLEST O F  HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS 

Finally, the e n t ~ r e  committee unltes in  calling 
attention, and  most earnestly, t o  the importance 
of a s p m t u a l  adjustment of the physical re la t~ons 
between husbands and wlves, All natural  deslres, 
however sound and wholesome, must be kept with- 
In bounds I f  t h ~ s  apphes t o  eating and dnnklng, 
how much more t o  t h e  fateful and  powerful Im- 
pulse of sex If marnage  centers upon sex In- 
dulgence, ~t 1s sure t o  result In unhappiness and 
usually In d ~ s a s t e r  A hlgh degree of self-control, 
especially during the early years of marned  hfe  
when manta1 hablts a r e  f o m n g ,  1s necessary t o  
the happiness of the  mates and the sp ln tua l  hfe of 
the home 

If marnage  IS recogmzed as  a dlvlne institution, 
if God IS a n  Unseen Presence In the home, if the  
chlld has  i ts  great  place m marriage, ~f sex ex- 
penences a re  kept as  a mutual expression of com- 
iadeship and affection, then marriage becomes the 
happiest, the noblest and  the most endurmg of hu- 
man relationships 
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Eplscopal Church, Worcester, Maas 

Mrs W A Newell, Chaarman, Bureau o f  Soctal Seruwe, 
Woman's Mwswnary Counctl, Methodtst Eplscopal Church, 
South, Oreensboro, N C 

Mrs I H O'Harra, Member, S o c d  Semwe Comrmttem, 
Northern Bapttst Conaentwn, Phtlaolelphuz, P a  

Mrs J Scott Parnsh. Presbr t emn  Church an the U S .  
Rwhmond, V a  

V e r y  Rev Howard Chandler Robblns, D D , Professor, 
General Theologtcal Semmary, New York  Ctty 

Mrs John D Rockefeller, J r ,  Member, Natronal Board 
of the Young Women's Chrwt~an  Assooatwns, N e w  York 

Mrs Robert E Speer, Presdent,  N a t w n d  Board of the 
Young Women's Chrwt~an  Assonations, N e w  York  Ctty 

Rev Alva W Taylor, D D , Secretary, Board o f  Temper- 
a w e  and S o c d  Welfare,  Church of Chmst, Dzsctples, Pro- 
fessor of S o d  Ethtcs, Vanderbtlt Unlvernty,  Nashvdle 
Tenn 

Rev W o r t h  M Txppy, D D , Ezecutlve Secretary Federal 
Councd's Commwswn on the Church and S o d  Semtce, New 
York  Ctty 

Honorable George W Wlckersham, Former Untted States 
Attorney Ueneral, N w  York  Ctty 

Rev B S Wmchester,  D D , Educattonal Secretary, Fed- 
eral Coultctl of Churches, New York Ctty 

MISS Amella W y c k o f f ,  Secretary, Church Conference of 
Soclal Work ,  N e w  York  Czty 

Those who hold the mlnorrty vlew, emphasmng abstln- 
ence are Dr Robbms, Mrs Speer and Mrs Judd All the  
others (except Dr I acy, Mrs Newell and Blshop Gllbert, 
who express no judgment as between the m a j o r ~ t y  and 
mlnorlty p o s ~ t ~ o n s )  hold t o  the majority vlew, whlch regards 
the use o f  contraceptives as vahd under certaln condltlons 
Enl~on's NOTE 



Hemood Broun Explains 
HEN the Pope's encycllcal concernlng blrth 

W c o n t r o l  was Issued I took the ground that  
non-Catholics had no logwal cause for  cntlcism 
It seemed to me that  here was the head of a great 
Church ~ n t e r p r e t ~ n g  to  hls own pansh~oners the 
theologxal attltude of the Cathollc Church upon 
the questlon of contraception 

Several letter-wr~ters assalled me wlth the charge 
that  thls was a namby-pamby a t t ~ t u d e  for one who 
professed to  be a fervent bellever In blrth control 
But I still feel that  there 1s no pa r t~cu la r  utlllty m 
argulng the matter wlth any whose positlon 1s 
based upon what they fervently beheve 1s a dlrect 
instruction revealed In dlvlne will 

But ~t seems to  me that  several local Cathohc 
clergymen have attempted t o  mahe the encycllcal 
cover too much ground The decls~on of the Fed- 
eral Councll of Churches of Chnst In Amenca to  
gwe guarded approval to blrth control has met 
bitter crltlcism from a number of prlests 

HITTING THE NAIL ON TRE ELBOW 

The ~ s s u e  was distinctly confused by the Rev 
D r  Fulton J Sheen, who preached m S t  Patnck7s 
Cathedral, and sald -"The whole hlstory of hu- 
mamty testifies that  there are two thlngs whlch 
delight the heart of man, namely, the spirlt wh~ch 
1s in wme and the gayety which is In a chdd Both 
of these they are forb~ddmg, first by p r o h l b ~ t m ~  
the wine and now by prohlbltmg the chdd They 
have made bootleggers out of citizens, now they 
will make bootleggers out of storks " 

Thls sounds very much like a discourse wrltten 
for  the sake of the phrase concernlng the storks 
Palpably it 1s an unfalr plcture of what b ~ r t h  con- 
trol advocates wlsh to  do 

In  the first place, I have met no one who even 
suggests that  contraception shall be made compul- 
sory The most that  anyone advocates is that  the 
informat~on should be of easy access through duly 
llcensed physmans It is the not~on that  those who 
want and need advlce shall be permitted to  obtaln 
~t The only pertinence in the bootleggmg charge 
hes In the present situation shere the well-to-do 
get lnformatlon from their prlvate phys~clans, 
whde that  pa r t  of the pubhc which deals w ~ t h  hos- 
pltals and cllnlcs 1s shut off from knowledge 

Agaln, ~t might as well be pomted out for the 

milllonth time that  birth control does not mean 
the end of child-beanng It advocates hope to  bnng 
Into the commumty the posslbhty of reasonable 
spaclng and the protection of those unable to  bear 
healthy ch~ldren o r  to  malntaln them after  blrth 
It IS, t o  a large extent, a campalgn not agalnst 
hfe but agalnst death The wlde duisemlnatlon of 
contraceptlve information ought to war against 
the high mortahty which exlsts always among un- 
wanted chddren 

FREEDOM T O  ALL OPINIONS 

Voluntary parenthood 1s not a plan whlch would 
keep anybody from gettlng acquainted with the 
gayety of the chdd I f  one concedes, as  I do, tha t  
good Cathohcs have a perfect ngh t  to reject con- 
tracept~on on rehgous grounds ~t seems to me t o  
follow that t h ~ s  Church should not undertake t o  
Interfere m t h  the declslon of other Churches whlch 
are operatmg under a different dogma 

T o  put ~t bluntly, the Catholic Church should 
find ample occupation m attending to the spiritual 
needs of ~ t s  own T o  put  ~t stdl more bluntly, a 
great many Catholics, in many parts of the world, 
do prac t~ce  blrth controlm splte of encychcals and 
other commands Let the Church, through ~ t s  ex- 
cellent organlzatlon and hlgh power of dlsclpllnary 
action, bnng  the e rnng  brothers and sisters of ~ t s  
own fold Into hne before ~t undertakes t o  upbrald 
denominations which are  definitely beyond the bor- 
der of ~ t s  theologcal kingdom 

The Cathohc clergy may well consider the Pro- 
testant schism a tragw error But the Cathollc 
clergy should be reahstic enough to accept ~t as a 
fact And so ~t seems to me a tasteless thing for 
Father Cox, In a sermon a t  the Church of S t  Ig- 
natius Loyola, t o  say -"The position taken by 
the Protestant committee last Frlday was based on 
poor economics, worse morality and worldhness, 
howe\ er unconscious " 

And agaln I object to the sermon of the Rev 
Austm Luckenbek, who sald --"Divorce and birth 
control mean selllng one's soul for selfishness-d~s- 
loyalty to the great leadership of Jesus Chllst Had 
there been no disloyal chlldren there mouId have 
been no Protestant Reformation and Christendom 
vould stdl be unlted " 

Courtesy of World-Telegram, M a r c l ~  24 



Birth Control in Primitive Society 
By W LLOYD WARNER 

T 0 T H E  ordinary intelligent person of today, 
birth control 1s beheved to be a comparatively 

modern practice The soclal anthropo1ogd.s and 
other students of pnmitlve society reahze, how- 
ever, it ls of extreme antlqulty Probably some 
form of it was used by our Stone Age ancestors, 
since many tnbes who belong to thls same general 
period of culture know and practlce several forms 
of b ~ r t h  control 

Thls artlcle d be dlvlded Into two parts I n  
the first, the concrete methods of b1rt.h control 
used by modem primitive trlbes in the vanous re- 
eons  of the world mll be presented and thew prob- 
able soclal functions considered 

In  the second portlon of the paper I msh to 
throw some doubt upon the present behef of most 
soclal anthropologda that prvlvtlve peoples m 
many areas have no knowledge of physlologcal 
fatherhood and beheve m the spmtual conception 
of the mother The pre-ratlonal school of Levy- 
Bmhl holds tenaciously to  thls behef, largely be- 
cause ~t strengthens thew untenable doctnne of 
the pre-logrcal mnd of all pnrmtive men The ac- 
ceptance of these "facts" by other anthropologmts 
is bullt largely, I beheve, on faulty field technique 
of the social scientists who have mvestlgated these 
areas 

True contraceptlon in pnmltlve soclety 1s rare 
Foeticlde, mfantlcide, and sexual abstmence are 
the usual controls on blrth Magrc 1s used by many 
pcoples to prevent conception Warfare and m- 
fant mortality also hmit population D r  Carleton 
Coon, who will shortly publish his work on the Rd- 
fian Hill Tnbes of Morocco In the Haward Afn- 
can senes, informs me that  both contraceptive and 
abortive herbs are sold a t  the pubhc market every 
week, only women frequent the market, and any 
man caught there 1s severely pumshed He says ~t 
1s mposslble a t  present to  dlscover what herbs are 
used, as t h s  lnformatlon 1s kept from the men and 
a husband would probably klll h s  d e  fi he dm- 
covered her practicing contraceptlon 

H A Junod, m his Life of a Sowth Afncan 
Tnbe, writes, m describing the premarital rela- 
tlons in the warnors' kraal of the unmarried grls, 
"they must have sexual mtercourse, but m such a 

way that the woman d not become pregnant 
The reasons for preventing child blrth are ntual- 
lstic and mstltutlonal rather than economic. as 
found in many places in pnrmtlve soclety 

D r  Margaret Mead, m a recent letter to me, m 
speakmg of Samoa and the South Paclfic, says, "I 
did not find any knowledge of contracept~on among 
the Samoans except a knowledge of cortzls mtek 
m p t w  " She belleves t h s  practlce 1s due to native 
knowledge rather than later whlte influence "They 
practlced abortions by pressure," she continues, 
"elther by rather sklllful manipulation by the old 
masseurs or roughly by the boy placmg the sole of 
h ~ s  foot agalnst the gml's side Kava was also be- 
heved to be an abortifacient if chewed m large 
enough quantities " One mformant says the method 
regarded as most generally efficacious 1s a d d  
made from steepmg green pineapple for several 
days The Ideas of the Polynesians concemng such 
prtlctlces dfier remarkably httle from our own 
Young pr l s  drmk the st18 when they have con- 
celved and do not care for a baby "Older mar- 
ned women do ~t for rehef from repeated blrths 

True contraceptlon 1s not practlced a t  all 
as far  as I know" 

Dr  Ralph knton, of the University of Wls- 
consm, who has done extensive work on the Mar- 
quesas and Madagascar m social anthropology, 
says, "I am under the Impression that the Mar- 
quesans use no mechamcal or chemlcal contracep- 
tlves Chlldren were rarely born to unmamed 
mothers, but I thmk the chances of conceptlorn 
were cut down mainly by the use of perversions m- 
stead of actual mtercourse The natlves were ex- 
tremely expert m the arts of love Abortlon 
was falrly common even after mamage, due to  
the umversal practlce of adoptlon Many women 
objected to beanng chddren whlch they knew would 
be taken from them and reared by someone else 
Herb remdes  were used, although I did not learn 
them nature, and also mechamcal abortion " 

I n  speakmg of Madagascar he says, "I beheve 
that no contraceptive measures were practlced- 
although my mformatlon is not complete for all 
tnbes Population was lunited somewhat by the 
universal ~ l e  that a husband must abstam from 



c o h a b ~ t a t m g  with h ~ s  wife during a p e r ~ o d  of from 
three t o  SIX months af ter  birth This  1s stdl ngidly 
observed Abortion was p r a c t ~ c e d  by unmarried 
mothers 

It seems very unl~kely t h a t  there is a dchber- 
ate, conscious, motive t o  limit popula t~on  as a gen- 
e ia l  practice In any pr im~tive t r ~ b e  of the present 
day, although many of them practlces had thls ef- 
fect Sexual abstinence before marnage, as well a s  
a t  certam taboo periods a f te r  marriage, is also 
found in almost all the maJor regions of the world 
and has had a cons~derable effect upon limitation 
of popula t~on  

Mzle, a s  well a s  female, homosc\ual prac'lres 
have also contributed t o  the l i r r i t ~ t ~ o n  of popu!a- 
tion These practices are  ra ther  common In all the 
luajor regions, mcluding Sibella, North  Amer~ca,  
Polynes~a,  and certain reglons in west Australia 
It seems lihely, too, t h a t  polygyny also h m ~ t s  t h e  
size of the family It is apparent  tha t  polyandry, 
a s  p r a c t ~ c c d  by certain Eqquimau t i i b ~ s ,  the Ti- 
betans and the Wahuma of E a s t  A f r ~ c a ,  has a 
hmltmg effect upon the popula t~on  of these 
peoples As  L o w ~ e  pomts out in Prcmzttve Soczety, 
there seems some correla t~on between infanticide 
amongst some of them and pol3 androus practices, 
but it is not the only reason fo r  t h ~ s  form of mar- 
riage 

Among all primitive tribes throughout the world 
there is a s t rong feehng against child birth outside 
of wedlock Most of the practlces articulated with 
birth control are  connected wlth this feehng It IS 

probable t h a t  the vanous sentiments w h ~ c h  a re  in- 
cluded in this generalized feeling a g a ~ n s t  having 
children ou ts~de  wedlock are  due t o  a n  unconsc~our 
desire t o  protect the f a m ~ l y  organization Nearly 
all  the tribes are  dependent upon the family and  
the kinship organization whlch is built out of the 
family f o r  thew social stability It 1s absolutely 
necessary t o  guard  it from any influence t h a t  might 
upset i t s  equilibrium, slnce all the other ~ n s t ~ t u -  
hons of a social order a re  based upon the stability 
of the family A grea t  number of the social prac- 
tices surrounding birth control a f te r  marnage  In 
primitive society a re  due t o  t h ~ s  same desire on the 
p a r t  of the peoples t o  guard  the famlly stability 
When the A u s t r a l ~ a n  noman practwes foeticide o r  
infant ic~de it 1s because she already has too  
many childrcn and the family cannot take care  
of them without depriving the rest of the members 
of i ts  group of the necessities of life Although this  
is pa r t ly  economic the needs of the family organiza- 

t ~ o n  also cause these p rac t~ces  
It must be remembered, however, tha t  the aver- 

age p r ~ m ~ t i v e  man and u oman a re  very been on hav- 
ing children A barren woman is usually looked 
upon with extreme repugnance by the other mem- 
bers of the g roup  An cxtreme limitation on popu- 
l a t ~ o n  would create a f a m ~ l y  s js tem ahich, in all 
hkehhood would produce badly adjusted i n d n ~ d -  
uals who would find it d~fficult  to  stabihze their lires 
in the larger community A completely sjmmetrical 
family demands a t  least SIX mdividuals in it They 
are the two parents, and, in the younger genera- 
hon, t u o  males and two females T h a t  is t o  sav, if 
all the possible soclal relationships are piesent in 
the family group, it is necessarj t o  h a l e  these in- 
dividuals withln the institution I n  sa\age s o c ~ e t y  
t h ~ s  1s usually made poss~ble either b j  the classlfi- 
ca to r j  s js tem of h ~ n s l i ~ p  o r  by the o ~ d i n a i v  blo- 
soc~a l  s ~ t u a t i o n  which exists in o u r  o u n  society's 
famihes I n  societies, therefore, uhere a g rea t  p a r t  
of the social organizat~on and all the  fundamentals 
of it a re  compoqed of famihal inst~tutions,  b l i th  
control, to  the degree that  ~t 1s piactlcecl In modern 
society, uould be dangerous, and  llbeh to  destroy 
:he s o e ~ a l  f a b r ~ c  T h e  unconscious soc a1 control, 
therefore, In most primitive soc~eties, demands a 
large sized famdy,  birth control and other such 
prac t~ces  a re  used generally uhen situations arise 
~ h i c h  a re  likely t o  d ~ s t u r b  the equihbrium of famll- 
la1 institutions 

CONFLICTING XVIDENCE 

The  problem of birth control in p i ~ r n ~ t i \ e  soc~e ty  
is confused and  frequently contradictory, due par t -  
ly to  the d~fficulties of obtaining such intimate in- 
formation from natlve informants and also t o  the 
prudery, either conscious o r  unconscious, on the 
p a r t  of the white mvestigator Usually the anthro- 
pological field worker 1s a male, and  does not come 
in contact w ~ t h  the women of the tribe, who or- 
dmarily possess the contraceptive information ~f 
it IS a p a r t  of the tribal law It is only recently 
tha t  we have come into possession of informat~on 
tha t  has been of any  great  value in a study of this 
kind 

I should l ~ k e  t o  discuss one other  element tha t  
has contributed t o  t h ~ s  confus~on and  lack of exact 
hnon ledge 

I n  1898 Spencer and G~llen published their book, 
"Native Tribes of Central Australia," in  which 
they declare, "We have amongst the  Arunta,  Lu i i t -  
cha, and I lpa r ra  tribes, and  probably also among 



others, such as  the Warramunga, the idea firmly 
held tha t  the child is not the direct result of Inter- 
course, t h a t  it may come without this, which mere- 
ly, a s  lt were, prepares the mother fo r  the reception 
and birth also of a n  already formed spirit child 
who inhabits one of the local totem centers Time 
af tcr  time we have questioned them on thls polnt 
and always received the reply t h a t  the child was 
not the dlrect result of intercourse" This  is in 
reference to  the belief among the natives of central  
and northern Australia, t h a t  there is no physlo1og1- 
cal conception and t h a t  the impregnation of a 
woman is entirely due t o  spiri tual causes Spencer 
and Glllen ra ther  insisted on this fact, because it 
1s believed by many of the whites of Australia who 
ha le  come In contact with the natlves tha t  the n t e  
of subinclslon is due to  t h e  natives' attempting t o  
prelent conception by the woman This  operation 
1s found throughout the greater  p a r t  of Austraha 
Spencer and Gillen rightly point out t h a t  it has  
nothing t o  do with birth control practices 

I have spent some tlme with the northern tribes 
of Austraha in two d~fferent  field expeditions I 
was in very intimate contact with the natives of 
the region D u n n g  the first eight o r  nine months 
while I was there I was firmly convinced t h a t  the 
people had no understanding of physiolog~cal con- 
ceptlon and tha t  they believed in the spiritual im- 
pregnation of a woman b y  a totemic child s p m t  
All the fathers told me their children had come 
t o  them in dreams a s  totemlc souls o r  in some 
extra-mundane expenence and  had asked t h a t  their 
mothers be pointed out  t o  them They had com- 
plied with the children's requests and they had  
entered the vaginas of the  mothers During all this 
tlme, although I was in constant relationship wlth 
a large number of the men and, although there was 
practically no taboo in o u r  conversations and  the 
la t ter  were of the most intlmate nature, I could 
find no indication of a n y  knowledge whatsoever 
about physiological conception, yet in the  func- 
t ~ o n a l  study I was making of the people, and  look- 
ing a t  the problem from the point'of view of the 
"total sltuatlon," t h a t  is, a consideration of the 
whole of the culture,  the^ were strong indica- 
tions t h a t  there was a n  understanding of the t rue  
nature of the physical function of the fa ther  

T h e  second time 1 entered the area  I determined 
to  g o  into this mat ter  further,  smce the people I 
studied were but  a continuation of the  central  
t r ~ b e s  on which Spencer and  Gdlen had reported 
An occaslon arose in which I could inquire directly 

of certam old men jus t  what t h e  semen did when 
it entered t h e  uterus of a woman They all looked 
a t  me with much contempt fo r  being so ignorant 
and informed me t h a t  "that was what made ba- 
bies " T h e  reason I had not been able t o  obtain this 
information earlier was because the ordinary sav- 
age is f a r  more interested in the  spiritual concep- 
tion of the chlld, which determines i ts  place in the  
social life of the people, than  he is in the physio- 
logical mechanism of conception H e  had f a r  ra ther  
talk about ri tual and myth than he would the or- 
dlnary mundane affairs of life T h e  relationship ex- 
isting between the primitive men of northeastern 
Arnhem Land  and me as  a field worker would be 
the same as  t h a t  of the traditional visltor from 
Mars  who mlght have come t o  study the P u n t a n s  
of Massachusetts in colonial days  H a d  he asked 
Cotton Mather  o r  any  other member of the com- 
munlty "where babies came from," he would have 
discovered t h a t  they came from heaven and t h a t  
God sent them and t h a t  it was the  special du ty  of 
the church to  look out f o r  them H e  mlght be told 
t h a t  the stork brought them and discover totemic 
"spiritual conception " H e  would have been told 
this fo r  exactly the  same reason t h a t  the ordinary 
anthropolopcal field investigator is informed by 
the natives t h a t  the  totemic spiri t  is what causes 
impregnation 

MORE RESEARCH XEEDED 

I know it is dangerous t o  make the assumption 
t h a t  because the trlbes I studied had a knowledge 
of physiological conception the people Spencer and 
Gillen investigated also had  a similar knowledge I 
do feel, though, t h e  necessity of throwing doubt 
upon the valldity of the conclusions made by Spen- 
cer and Gillen and other such wnters  who claim 
there is no knowledge of physiological conception 
among certaln savage trlbes I thlnk there is a 
possibility tha t  this knowledge does exist among 
the people but  is not  considered important and t h a t  
the spintual  conception of the child looms so large 
in their thinking t h a t  the field worker obtains 
nothing bu t  these facts  when he investigates priml- 
tive peoples 

Thls  pomt  has  been, perhaps, overly labored by 
me but  a large number of sociological and anthro- 
pological theories have been bulk out  of the idea 
t h a t  there a re  many savage peoples who a r e  ignor- 
a n t  of the facts  of procreation It 1s time some 
check be placed upon such speculation until fur ther  
proof 1s accumulated by field workers 



Does a Minoritv Rule Massachusetts ? 
The Senate Wearing 

By NORMAN E HIMES 

w H I L E  the women @f Massachusetts d ~ e  un- 
necessarily in child-Ibed of complications m 

their pregnancies owing to a c h e  tuberculosis, 
nephritis, or  uncompensated heart condition, whde 
the mentally defective strains in the state reproduce 
a t  a greater rate than the normal and super-normal 
strains, while these conditions dangerous t o  the 
publ~c health and the gcneral nell-being of the 
community persist, the leg~slatrve commttee on 
public health permitted itself recently to be !barn- 
boo~lcd on the merits of conception control by the 
most tumultuous flood of Irish oratory and Cath- 
olic demagogueiy that  has ever been heard on 
Beacon Hlll since organized government began m 
Massachusetts Anyone who doubts whether the 
Pope or the people run Massachusetts should 
have been a t  the hearlng before the Public Health 
Committee on February 18th when more than one 
thousand people, mostly Cathohcs or  representa- 
twes of Catholic organlzatlons, jammed Gardner 
Audltonum, to confuse, cajole, and browbeat the 
committee into m n g  the h r t h  control ball 

Senate Blll No 43, Introduced on the petltlon of 
fifteen leadmg Massadhusetts physmans, and en- 
dorsed by 1,500 others, provldes that  the Massa- 
chusetts law on contraceptlon (Sections 20 and 
21 of Chapter 272 of the General Laws) be clan- 
fied and hberahzed In order that  the physicians 
may be more certaln of thelr nghts  m g v m g  con- 
tracephve advlce for  the cure and prevention of 
dmease In the oplmon of three recognized legal 
authontles, these statutes do not a t  present pro- 
h l h t  the p v m g  of oral advlce, they prohfb~t 
rather the sale, loan or  g f t  of drugs whlch are 
essentld t o  the carrylng out af thls advlce The 
bdl, the most conservative of ~ t s  lund ever lntro- 
duced Into any state legdature, exempts physi- 
cians, medical schools, journals and books, as well 
as  chartered hospitds from the sweepmg yrovl- 
sions of the old law There 1s nothlng revolutionary 
m ~t Massachusetts has one of the most reaction- 
a r y  laws of any of the several states By all ra- 
tional standards of thought, therefore, the bdl 
deserves to be reparted out favorably, but it is 

quitt certain tha t  ~t wlll not be The women of 
Massachusetts will contlnue to suffer because the 
well-organized Cathohc opposit~on succeeded in 
stnklng fear Into the legslative cwmmittee 

The proponents of the bdl 'had one hour in the 
morning of the appointed day Testimony mas 
heard from such leadmg physic~ans as D r  Walter 
P Bowers, e&tor of the New England Joumal of 
Medzczne, D r  John B Hawes, 2nd, internat~onally 
known authorlty on tuberculosis, D r  Alice Hamll- 
ton of the Harvard Medlcal School, an authorlty 
on industrial hyg~ene and public health, D r  George 
Gilbert Smlth, urologst for the Massachusetts 
General and Palmer Memonal hospitals and sur- 
geon of the Huntington Memorial Hospital Other 
proponents were representatives of the Massachu- 
setts Dlvlsion of the National Civic Federation, and 
the Massachusetts Federation of Churches 

The rest of the full d a j  sesslon n as gnen over 
to hearing the opposition rep~escntatives of S t  
Luke's Guild of Cathollc Phjsicians, the League of 
Catholic Women, the Knights of Columbus, Car- 
dmal O'Connell and Mayor Curk j  

THE OPPONENTS AXGUBIEhTS 

The arguments of the proponents were stralght- 
forward, hgmfied, restrained and devoid of bally- 
hoo, cajolery and lnsinuatlon There was no ora- 
tory, no super-patr~otum, no demagoguery, no ref- 
erence to Russla, athelsm, vlce or  prostitution The 
case of the opponents of the blll was the antithesis 
of this p here were many arguments both Irrelevant 
or lmmaterlal (1) The bdl, ~f passed, would g v e  
power to osteopaths, and thlrd-rate medical 
schods (2) Women having dlseases rendering 
pregnancy o r  par tu i l t~on dangerous should, 
whether Protestant or  Cathohc, be forced, through 
mabh ty  to get the necessary mfoimation legally 
through the proper dhannels, to abstaln from 
sexual intercourse I f  they are too slck to bear 
children, they are too sick to have sex relations 
Protestant women should be coe~ced by law to 
accept the dlctates of the canon Ian and of Catholic 
m d e v a l  philosophy (3) The bdl would legalize 
abort~on, self-abuse, etc 

Demagoguery permeated eten the rational argu- 
ments of the opposition , a few quotat~ons may be 
PV* "If f i l s  blll were passed,') said M r  Hugh 



Carney, counsel for the League of Cathdlc Wo- 
men, " ~ t  would open the flood gates to the sort of 
thmgs tha t  are happening In Moscow-publlc 
c l ~ n ~ c s  (for contraceptlon), abortion, etc" One 
speaker sald there were three klnds of l e g d a t ~ o n  
just, unjust, and fanatical T h ~ s  bdl belonged ~n 
the last category "It wauld be a good thmg," he 
contmued, "lf Roosevelt could walk mto t h ~ s  a u l -  
torlum wlth h ~ s  blg stlck, and, wlth one swoop, clear 
out of ~t all the fanatlcs In favor of t h ~ s  b11l" T o  
D r  Murphy, chlef of the sectlon of obstetr~cs a t  
S t  John's Hospital, hfassachusetts was "a rlslng, 
sh~nmg s t a r  among the states, renowned for her 
just and moral laws " The bill, on the other hand, 
was "the essence and order that  comes from that  
p u t r ~ d  and dlseased rlver that  has ~ t s  headquarters 
In Russ~a  " Contraception was pract~sed only m 
a "depraked state of soclety " We should avold 
"the abyss of contraceptlon,)' for ~t would corrupt 
the morals of youth Mayor Curley's personal rep- 
resentatlve s a ~ d  that  blrth control caused cancer 
and Increased nervous and mental d~sorders T h ~ s  
statement 1s often dellberately c~rculated by many 
Catholics hele and abroad It IS, of course, totally 
wlthout sclent~fic foundat~on If women practised 
contraceptlon, urged t h ~ s  savant, no great men 
would be born m the future Another speaker de- 
scribed the "mfamous cult of bmth control" as a 
"cnme agalnst nature" comparable to  murder, 
arson and vlce The fact tha t  the Clvd L~bertles 
Un~on supported the b ~ l l  was sufficient reason, m 
h s  new, for  apposmg ~t 

The prlze msleader of th Commttee and of the 
people was, however, Father  Jones I Corngan, 
S J , professor of e thcs  and sociology a t  Boston 
College Blrth control was "brutal, mdecent, de- 
generate," ~t was sheer "an~mal~ty" and "recl- 
procal vlce " It was "nauseaus, dlsgustmg, obnox- 
lous and hldeous " "Healthy people," he averred, 
"don't want ~t because they love them chddren" 
H e  accused the proponents of the blll of ldbbymg, 
though he must have known that representat~ves 
of the Cathol~c Church had all day been corralhug 
members of the legslature to appear before the 
Comm~ttee agamst the bdl. There 1s reason to  'be- 
lleve that  the pressurebrought to bear on these men 
was cons~derable It was Father Corngan who 
dragged m the Alllson case to  cajole the C-~ttee 
by all the skllled a r t  of meheval sophistry The 
real backers of the bdl were, m h ~ s  opmlon, Mar- 
garet Sanger, Judge Lmdsey and the Massachu- 
setts Blrth Control League Thefore ,  ~t was not 

worthy of adoptlon Had  not the Holy Father 
condemned b r t h  control m hls last Encyclical? 
Father Corr~gan )began to quote D r  C P Blacker, 
then discovered that  he favored h r t h  control, 
whereupon he suppressed that  evldence B ~ r t h  con- 
trol was dangerous both to mmd and body The bdl 
was rea ly  an anti-baby bdl H e  clted well-known 
hlstoncal figures who had come from large fam- 
ilies-al of them born when famllles were almost 
universally large H e  sald nothmg of the large 
famlhes of morons For  the Catholic Church 1s 
not mterested m i!he quahty of the population, ~t 
wants to breed more Catholics at all costs More- 
over, of the twenty great figures Corrlgan men- 
tioned as issutng from large famllles not less than 
five were first 'born, three were second born, two 
were thlrd born, and one faurth born Thus over 
half (eleven) were of an early b ~ r t h  order, although 
the slze of fam~ly  ran m some cases to  fourteen 
o r  fifteen chlldren Thus h ~ s  own figures, not t o  
ment~on plenty of other ev~dence available, show 
that  he was d~s tor tmg the facts when he sald tha t  
g f t ed  chddren are usually born m large famdles 
The contrary 1s the fact  

LIBEBALISM MUST OBGANIZE 

The spectacle of t h s  heanng was not a pleasmg 
thmg t o  behold It made one despalr of the future 
of Amerlcan democracy Wlth a nsmg Cathohc 
vote, m t h  the ~rrespons~ble and less mtelhgent en- 
termg mto a cradle compet~taon m t h  the respon- 
slble and thoughtful, one wonders how long ~t w~l l  
be lbefore Cathohclsm wdl be d-ant m h 
country-mth all tha t  unphes for the future de- 
cadence of freedom and mtellectual honesty 

Moreover, what wlll lbe the effect upon the con- 
duct of the medud  profession m Massachusetts? 
Wlll phys~c~ans  lbecame more tlrmd than ever m 
assertmg them legal n g h t  to gwe contraceptive 
mfonnatlm orally? Wdi the N m  E n g l d  JozlrnnL 
of M e d w w ,  whlch has lately p m t e d  several 
artlcles on contraceptlon, three from the pen of 
t h ~ s  wnter alone, become more cautious? Wdl  
sclentlfic advance accordmgly suffer? Wlll some- 
one lose patlence and challenge the constltutlon- 
allty of the present statute by openmg a clln~c m 
Boston--even as Margaret Sanger dld m New York 
Clty One wonders 

One proposlt~on seems to me valld Unless the 
forces of hberallsm can organlze themselves suffi- 
c~ently to  curb the demagoguery, mtlmdatlon, mls- 
representation, and open threats of the Cathohc 



oppositron we sliall soon huve the Iron heel of 
Romanism stamped upon our throats evrn as  it 
treads upon the freedom of Itallan cltizens today 
If  the process of outbreedlng the l l h r a l s  continues, 
a s  seems not impossible, it will become incrcasingly 
difficult to  change our antiquated Ieglslat~on Null- 
ificatlon, a s  a t  present, o r  open dcfiance of t h e  law 
to  galn more favorable o r  qualifying judicial In- 
terpretations will alone r m a m  B u t  what then? 
As soon as  the Cathollc Church gets enough of i ts  
adherents into legrslatlve halls nullification wdl 
cease, the antiquated laws will be enforced, as  they 
a l e  rn I t a l y  A knouledge of what has  happened in 
other countries leads inevitably to  such a conclu- 
sion If organized medievalism IS to  be outwitted in 
Amerlca it must 1be in the next few cruclal decades 
After t h a t  it will be too late 

A Grave and Present Danger 
By B L A N C H E  A M E S  AMES* 

T HE h e a n n g  on Senate Bill No 4 3  held a t  the  
S t a t e  House on February l a t h ,  1931, has  rlis- 

closcd t h a t  we have reached a erlsls in the political 
and legislative activities of the s ta te  of Massa- 
chusetts 

It IS of no use t o  shut our  eyes and  t o  deny t h a t  
the opposition t o  the blll is actuated by relig~ous 
motives I deeply regret having t o  deal with the 
rehg~ous  aspects of thls matter, bu t  where health 
and life Itself a re  a t  stake and the seliousness of 
condhons  and the proper remedies have been a t -  
tested by the best medical oplnion, it is useless t o  
t r y  to  avold the issue any  longer I also am well 
aware of the gravity of raislng the relrgious lssue 
in a community like ours of many religions, but 
there is no choice m this case, because the  Catholic 
Ch irch has  itself Injected the rehgious lssue here 
It is e x e r t ~ n g  pressure which threatens o u r  eulst- 
ing statutes and mstitutions It prelents  freedom 
of conscience in estabhshing laws In conformity 
w ~ t h  advance in knowledge and moral responsib~li- 
t y  T h e  long arm of the Catholic Church IS 

reaching into our  legislative halls and IS directing 
our  legislators t o  a c t  according t o  ~ t s  will 

'Part of an open letter addressed by Mrs Ames to her Fel- 
low C~trzsnr, wrth the followrng postscrrpt "Thrs letter 
IS ent~rely unofficral as far as my posrtron as Presrdent of 
the Massachusetts B~rth Control League rs concerned What 
ever criticrsm may develop from t h ~ s  analysrs of the chal- 
lenge of the Roman Cathohc Church should not extend to 
any of the people wrth whom I have been workrng I alone 
am respons~ble for statements here made" 

W e  have all been troubled by the fear  tha t  thls 
Catholic threat  t o  o u r  free institutions would ma- 
terlallze ~f Catholrcs were g n e n  positrons of power 
in our  government, but  never befoie In so short  a 
tlme have events developed tn such Irrefutable se- 
quence as  in thls case of opposition t o  the Doc- 
tors' Blll The  f o l l o w ~ n ~  events show these steps 

1 The  filing of the Doctors' B 'I, ernbodylng the 
recommendatlons resultmg from research and 
sclentlfic oplnlon of the highest medical authority 
in the world in both the fields of the speclahst and 
.general practitioner 

2 The issulng of the Pope's Encyclical 
3 The  withdrawal of names of Cathohcs from 

the endorsement blanks they had  signed 
4 Officlal appearance a t  the heanng  of the 

Clt'lohc Church a s  represented by F a t h e r  Corri- 
g a n  announcing hlmself as  "the personal represen- 
t a t i \ e  of His  Eminence C a r d ~ n a l  O'Cornell t o  
oppose thls bill on the ground of decency as  op- 
posed t o  degeneracy," and by other Cathollc 
bodles 

The opportunity was there to  read this blll 
with understanding of i ts  lnedzcol nature, but  the 
Roman Church chose t o  consider it a blr th  control 
measure and condemn it on the grounds of degen- 
eracy This  is pure hypocnsy when ~t is known 
t h a t  certam articles f o r  the prevention of disease 
a re  legally sold in Massachusetts a t  the ra te  of 
o \e r  6,000,000 a year,  all of whlch by thew nature  
a re  preventatives of conception and  whenever used 
are  a form of birth control, and  when it is Anown 
fur ther  t h a t  Cathohcs rn their prlvate lnes, in 
contrast  t o  thew official and organized expression 

patronize the  birth control cllnlcs In pioportlon 
to  the number of Cathollcs In the  general popula- 
tion 

If Catholic theology is golng t o  be the guidlng 
spirlt of our  legislation then very soon the laws 
concerning the use of therapeutic aboition and 
the laus  allowlng divorce will disappear from our  
s ta tute  books and la ter  on, the laws concerning re- 
hglous educa t~on  In the  public schools will also be 
wrped away W e  who a re  not members of the Cath- 
ohc Church cannot submit t o  its dommation m this 
case wlthout sacrificing the lives and health of mar- 
ried women and their babies F o u r  hundred and 
fifty-three women died of childbirth in 1929, and 
there were 2,540 stillbirths in Massachusetts (see 
also statements of the Pet~t ioners)  

W e  have no quarrel wlth t h e  Catholic Church 
and  as  long a s  ~t teaches ~ t s  doctrines a n d  enforces 



tts laws through its s p ~ r t t u a l  and moral penal t~es  
upon i ts  own f o l l o ~ e r s  we, respectful a s  we a re  
fo r  all reltgious liberties, would not critic17e ~t 
But  In the name of the same religious liberty which 
makes us respectful of their prejudices, n e  resent 
and protest  agmnst the use of thew ecclesiastical 
and  p o h t ~ c a l  influrnce In matters of s ta te  legisla- 
tion nhich are  not mandatory on Catholic beiiev- 
ers This measure is for  thc protectton of the popu- 
lation as  a whole wh~ch  In the s ta te  of Massa- 
chusetts 1s still Protes tant  by a considerable ma- 
j o r l t j  

Church Support 
AT THE publtc l ~ e a ~ ~ n g  of the Massachusetts 

S e n ~ t e  bill No 4 3  before the legtslative com- 
mittee on publlc health, the mnte r  reported t h a t  
the nIolal Welfare Committee, the Legislative 
Comm~ttcc m d  the Executive Comm~ttee of the 
Masszchusetts Fedcratton of Churches unanimous- 
ly approxed the bill The  Federation represents, 
through oEcially appomted delegates, fifteen of 
the lcadlng P ~ o t e s t a n t  dcnomtnations and lneludes 
ninety pel cent of the Protes tant  church members 
of the s ta te  The  Vety Rev John  McGann, Dean 
of the Episcopal Cathedral in Springfield, was re- 
corded in favor of the measure, a s  was D r  Robert  
Watson, formerly Prestdent of the Federation, and 
now President of the Lord's D a y  League 

I n  oppos~t ion Mrs  Charles Feehan, who stated 
t h a t  she represented 400,000 organ~zed Catholic 
women in the Archdiocese of Boston, expressed the 
strongest antagon~sm t o  the measure Jones I J 
Corngun, S J ,  professor of ethics and sociology 
at  Boston College, brought In the official mter- 
xent~on of the Roman Catholic Church, speaklng 
in the name of Cardinal O'Connell H e  indulmd in .=. 
extreme language about the bill, stigmatizing it a s  
tndecent and degenerate, a d ~ r e c t  means of increas 
mg impurity and unchasttty H e  suggested that  
the whole measure was due t o  a high-pressure, cam 
mercial campaign t o  sell contraceptives, and de- 
nounced those In favor of r t  a s  persons who were 
t rying t o  commercialize a n ~ m a l ~ s m  

It is unfortunate t h a t  the reltgious Issue should 
be drawn so sharply,  bu t  apparently the  Pope'.; 
recent encychcal, intelpreted by many as  the ane 
wer t o  the  Lambeth Conference last  summer, hap 
caused the Catholics t o  range themselves in vtgor- 
ous opposi t~on t o  a measure favored b y  physictans 
and, In general, bv the progressive elements in the 

Protes tant  churches T h e  Cathohcs a re  better 
organ~zed than the Protestants,  who have been f o r  
centur~es  divtded T h e  whole trend, however, a t  
persent IS toward Protes tant  untty, or, a t  least, 
a t  much closer form of cooperation O u r  Massa- 
chusetts Federation comprises In ~ t s  ranks Pro-  
testants from Adventists to  Uni tanans  in theo- 
logical point of view It seems t o  me wise fo r  t h r  
btrth control people t o  continue t o  cu l t~va te  the 
Protes tant  church sent~ment  which IS already 
pre t ty  favorable 

I n  the hearmg on this legtslation nothmg was 
said about the  economic, eugenic, and war prevent- 
ive aspects of birth control,  but  apparently even on 
the conservative ground of health, it is well-nigh 
tmposs~ble t o  get  legislators t o  adopt  a measure 
~ h ~ c h  may cause them t o  lose the votes of people 
nhose thinking 1s dominated by the Cathohc 
Church Yet  the aged cehbate in the Vatican re- 
m ~ n d s  one of Mrs  Par t ington t rying t o  sweep 
back the A t l a n t ~ c  ocean with a broom, fo r  birth 
control has come t o  be accepted as  a normal p a r t  
of married life among educated people 

Establish Clinics 
H E R E  tn Massachusetts we appear  t o  have un- 

derestimated the strength of the Cathohc op- 
position Perhaps o u r  inevitable end would be 
attained more quickly by leaving laws a s  they a re  
and developing b ~ r t h  control servlce through clln- 
ics and p n v a t e  p r a c t ~ c e  t o  the fullest extent pos- 
slhle, where they d o  not  bmd too stnngently 

I f  every c ~ t y  and  larger  town of New York 
state, f o r  example, were equ~pped t o  aid the poor 
~t is certain t h a t  no ar t~f ic ia l  legal b a r n e r  of Mas- 
sachusetts and  Connecticut could s top  the flow of 
I~fe-savmg mformation So, too, when t h e  ultra- 
consewative p h y s ~ c ~ a n  finds his former p a t ~ e n t s  
flockmg f o r  advice t o  h ~ s  younger colleague with 
larger  Ideas of servlce, he w111 doubtless swmg In- 
t o  h e ,  ~f only t o  preserve his income 

Every c l i n ~ c  establ~shed m the  country, makes 
the proposal t o  estabhsh another seem less revo- 
h t i o n a r y  When we can pomt t o  1,000 operatmg 
In New York state, and  5,000 in  the n a t ~ o n ,  Mas- 
sachusetts w ~ l l  have t o  acknowledge ~ t s  backward- 
ness 

PAUL S WALCOTT 



Primitive Psychology and Birth Control 
By HERBERT APTEKAR 

D 0 SAVAGES practice birth control? If so, to 
what extent? Ready answers to these ques- 

tions have appeared in birth control hterature in 
two antithetical forms The first of these is a com- 
plete demal that pnmitives employ contraception 
because, it is said, they are altogether ignorant of 
the way conception takes place If savages do not 
even know the connection between intercourse and 
the birth of a child, how, it is argued, do they prac- 
tice bmth control? 

In stnking contrast to  this mew are the state- 
ments of certain wnters on modem contraception 
to  the effect that the hoary antiquity of birth con- 
trol cannot be doubted because contraception 1s 
used to such a great extent by pnmitives of today 
This latter fact, it has been maintained, indicates 
that our pre-hstonc ancestors of, say, fifty thou- 
sand years ago employed bn-th controL 

It is the purpose of t h s  article* to demonstrate 
the speciousness of the first of these hnes of rea- 
somng 

Let us been  by mquinng What do plvlut~ve 
peoples know about conception? Those who hold 
that nescience of the way conception takes place is 
charactenstic of pnrmtives, do so on widely vary- 
ing grounds There is, first of all, the stock-m- 
trade notion that savages do not have any idea of 
the connection between intercourse and the birth 
of a chld because their mental development is en- 
tirely too rude Savage mmds, it is clamed, are ht- 
tle above anlmal mmds Certamly arumals do not 
recognlze the connection between the sex act  and 
the birth of offsprmg Why then, suppose that 
savages are able to  see the nexus between two event. 
occurring nine months apart? 

A certam group of wnters, of whom Profes- 
sor E S Hartland is exemplary, entertain a slm- 
lar opimon, but on much more scholarly grounds 
These wnters hold that, although many pnmihve 
peoples now know the connection between sexual 
intercourse and the birth of a chdd, there is abund- 
ant evldence that ignorance of this matter was for- 
merly umversal Ignorance of conception, Mr 
Hartland thinks, is coexistent mth the matnhneal 

*Excerpts from a chapter of a fortheomlng book, The Control 
of Bsrtho-Aa Anthropobgscd Studg, by Herbert Aptekar 

system, that is, the system of reckoning descent 
through the female side 'And ths ,  accordmg to the 
evolutionary school of which he is a member, was 
umversal until the development in comparatively 
recent tmes of the patrlhneal system, reckonmg of 
descent through the male side 

Arguments on the pnonty of the matnhneal sys- 
tem, and of the vahdity of the evolutionary theory 
of society, are irrelevant t o  the present discus- 
sion We may, however, briefly consider the en- 
dence pomting to a previous state of umversal 
Ignorance of the connection between sexual mter- 
course and b ~ r t h  

EWENCE O F  MYTHS 

First of all, there are myths and tales found 
among prachcally all pnnutive peoples, whch m- 
dmate httle knowledge of the nature of conception 
The follomng tradition, for example, accounts for 
the ongm of birth among the Eskimo of B a f i  
Land and Hudson Bay ' 

"Akkolookjo and hls wlfe Omerneeto estabhshed 
the laws which the Eskimo have to obey now Om- 
erneeto used to wear her husband's boots She dld 
not fasten the upper stnngs properly, but al- 
lowed the bootleg to  sag down and the boot stnngs 
to  drag over the ground One day the soul of an 
Infant that was on the ground crept up the boot- 
stnng and up mto her womb Up to that time chd- 
dren had been found m the snow The child grew 
in the womb and finally was born " 

The practices of many peoples for makmg bar- 
ren women fertlle corroborate this mew Among 
the Yukaghr of Sibenas a barren woman asks the 
help of a shaman, who descends to the world of the 
deceased and persuades the soul of a relative to 
enter the woman's body In northern India,' a bar- 
ren woman is cured by the ceremonial kilhng of 
a male chld, whose soul enters her body 

Highly vaned behefs of many peoples also seem 
to confirm the fact that most primitives know ht- 
tle of the generative processes of hfe I n  Western 
Austraha,' for example, the birth of a child ~s be- 
heved to be due to the agency of a man who is not 
the father T h s  man is the w o r m  of the child when 



~t 1s born There are three accounts of how the 
wororu causes conception F~ r s t ,  the man gmes 
some food to  the woman, either animal or vegetable, 
she eats ~t and becomes pregnant Second, a man 
on the hunt kllls an ammal, preferably a kangaroo 
or an emu, and as ~t is dy~ng  he tells its spmt to  
go to a woman, the spint of the dead 
an~mal goes Into the woman and is born as a chlld 
The third method 1s for a hunter who had kllled a 
kangaroo or an emu to take some fat  of the dead 
anlmal and place it on one slde The fat  turns into 
a splnt-baby and follows the man to hls camp 
When the man is asleep a t  mght the spint-baby 
comes to him and he blds it enter a certam woman 
who becomes pregnant 

Evldence of this character has convmced Pro- 
fessor Hartland and others of a prenous state 
of universal ignorance of the hnk between Inter- 
course and childbirth All scholars, however, do 
not conslder thls evldence concluslve For  whde a 
great deal of pnmltive bellef and custom mlght be 
Interpreted as indicating nescience of conception, 
there IS also much else that it might mean As D r  
Goldenweiser puts ~t 

"It 1s not a t  all obvious that these customs and 
myths are based on an ignorance of the natural 
connect~on between the sexual act and conception 
These myths and customs are rooted m the behef 
in magma1 power, which In turn 1s correlated mth 
absence of n view of nature as a nexus of unl- 
form causal relations A chdd may be produced 
In the normal way, but there are also many other 
means to the end The savage bullds his hut or 
canoe and is perfectly famlllar mth the process m- 
volved, but thls does not prevent h m  from behev- 
Ing that the hut or canoe may anse out of nothmg, 
by power of mapc "" 

Certam lnvestlgatlons by ethnographers have 
pointed to  Ignorance of patermty among present- 
day prlmltlve peoples Spencer and Glllen whlle ob- 
serving the Arunta, Luntcha, and Llplrra tnbes 
of Central Austraha found the idea firmly held that 
the child is not the result of intercourse 

Recent research by D r  Mahowski among the 
Trobnand Islanders furmshes smllar endence 
These people, he reports, do not have any Idea of 
the fertllmng value of the semen They hold a firm 
bellef that ~f a female anlmal were cut off from 
the male of the specles, it would not Interfere mth 
her power to reproduce When it was suggested 
that conception was the result of intercourse, they 

argued that thls could not be so, because they ob- 
served many women who had mtercourse frequent- 
ly, but who dId not have children' There are sev- 
eral verslons among these people of how the splnt- 
chlld enters the mother Accordmg to one account 
~t enters through the head 

OTHEB FACTOES AFPECT ATTITUDE 

That even ethnographic observation may be mls- 
leadmg is shown, however, by the case of the Amn- 
ta, whose behefs concernlng conception led Spencer 
and Glllen to suppose that they were entirely ig- 
norant of ~ t s  nature It became obnous that the 
psychology of the Amnta obfuscates their physi- 
ology (to use Andrew Lang's phrase) when Streh- 
low noted that the old men of thls tnbe know, but 
take care not to enl~ghten young men and women 
Even chlldren among the Amnta are acquainted 
wlth the nature of reproduction so far  as the am- 
ma1 world 1s concerned As Lang polnted out, the 
Amnta possess a hlghly comphcated ammlstic 
philosophy, and there can be httle doubt that them 
behefs concernlng conception were largely m- 
fluenced by other phases of t h ~ s  philosophy - .  

Dr Mahnowski's evidence gwen above concern- 
mg the nescience of the ~robrlanders seems to be 
concluslve Yet to interpret ~t as pomtmg to com- 
phte ignorance of concept~on would be dangerous 
Indeed Thls has been done, but Dr  Mahnowski 
himself, if I read hlm nghtly, clams no such thing 

"One dlstinctlon must be made a t  the outset the 
dlstlnctlon between ~mpregnatlon, that is the Idea 
of the father having a share m bulldmg up the body 
of the child on the one hand, and the purely phy- 
slcal action of sexual mtercourse on the other 
Concerning the latter, the new held by the natives 
may be formulated thus it is necessary for the 
woman to have gone through sexual hfe before she 
can have a chdd The state of knowledge In Kin- 
mna (The Trobnand Islands) 1s just a t  the p o d  
where there IS a vague idea as to  some nems be- 
tween sexual connection and pregnancy, whereas 
there is no idea whatever concernlng the man's con- 
tributlon towards the new llfe whlch 1s belng form- 
ed m the mother's body " 

In any mterpretation of this Trobnand data, 
~t ought to  be remembered that the Trobrlanders 
are a matnlmeal people and that their behefs are 
Uely to bolster up thematrllneal system Further, 
it should be remembered that the fact that they 
do not know "the fatheis contnhut~on to the new 



hfe" does not necessardy i n d i ~ a t e  t h a t  they were 
always completely Ignorant of ~t The  dlsappear- 
ance of certain types of knowledge which previous- 
ly exlsted among primitive peoples is a fac t  well- 
known t o  present-day anthropologists D r  Mahn- 
owski elsewhere points out  a slgnlficant fac t  

"Among t h e  Trobrianders if two brothers look 
~dentlcal,  no one will admit i t  I n  splte of all evl- 
denre, they will deny t h a t  slmllarity can exist be- 
tween matnhneal  kmsmen You simply i r r i ta te  and 
insult a Trobrlander ~f you pomt  out s t r ikmg In- 
stances, exactly as you i r n t a t e  your  neighbor in 
our  own soctety ~f you bring before him a glarlng 
t r u t h  whlch contradicts some of his cherished op- 
mions, pol i t~cal ,  religious, o r  moral "' 

Clearly a distinction must be made between what 
these people know and what they belzeve, o r  pro- 
fess t o  believe While they may earnestly belzeve 
t h a t  two brothers cannot look alike, one would 
hesltate t o  say t h a t  they do not  know the t r u t h  

Altogether there have been too few investiga- 
tlons on thls point I n  the absence of such research, 
however, a view as  t o  the degree of knowledge of 
conceptlon possessed by most prlmitlve peoples may 
be formulated from what we know of other phases 
of prlmitlve psychology 

If  one goes back f a r  enough Into man's dim 
past-a period perhaps contemporaneous with the 
origin of language-cer ta lnly  complete ignorance 
of conceptlon must be admltted But  the prlmltlve 
man, of whom the anthropolopst  speaks, whether 
he belongs t o  a matrilineal o r  a patnlmeal  soclety, 
1s removed from such a n  age by many thousands 
of years I n  n e w  of thls fac t  we cannot postulate 
as  a t r a i t  of pnmitlve psychology, complete ignor- 
ance of the facts  of p rocrea t~on  There  a re  other 
cogent reasons, too, f o r  supposing t h a t  complete 
Ignorance of the nature  of conception never exist- 
ed universally except a t  a very remote penod, and 
t h a t  wherever a n  actual  s ta te  of ignorance con- 
cerning thls mat te r  1s found, it must be interpreted 
wlth a consideration of historical factors and  the 
remainder of the  cultural background in whlch it 
exists It is certam, however, t h a t  elaborate knowl- 
edge of the nature  of conception exists nowhere 
among pnmi twe  peoples 

I have suggested t h a t  the s ta te  of knowledge - - - 
concerning conceptlon possessed by most pnmitlve 
peoples may be deduced from what we know of other - - 
phases of p n m h v e  psychology If pnmltlve peo- 
ples In general do not possess elaborate knowledge 
of conceptlon, and if, on the other hand, they a re  

not completely ignorant of ~ t s  nature, there re- 
mains only one other  possible s ta te  of mind, name- 
ly, t h a t  of ancertaanty This  conclusion is con- 
firmed by what we know of other phases of prim]- 
tive ~ s y c h o l o ~ y  

A belief in imitative magic, t h a t  a deslred result 
may be accomplished by ~mi ta t ing  the ac t  whlch 
would normally br ing it about, is charactenstlc of 
all pnmitive peoples Likewise, primitive man is al- 
ways consc~ous of supernatural powers of various 
sorts F o r  example, in Torres  Straits,  women who 
desire to  give birth t o  boys, eat  male pigeons, and 
those who want girls ea t  female plgeons , Hottentot  
women ea t  lion o r  leopard meat, etc 

SUBCONSCIOUS KXOWLEDGE EXISTS 

These beliefs call for  the simultaneous existence 
of psychological entltles t h a t  t o  us appear  highly 
paradovlcal Conceptzon may take place through 
the eatzng of food, throuqh the entrance o f  a 
a p m t  znto the mother's body, and a t  the same tzm. 
there zs a n  assoctathon an the minds of those who 
belwue thzs, betwezn zntercourse and  the bzrth of a 
chdd Prof  A R Brown found such a case in 
Western Australia Here  in the Karlera tribe, a 
number of edible objects a re  totems, as  nell  a s  
wananguru, whirlwind, kambuda, baby, and sexual 
des~re  I n  thls group, when more children a re  de- 
sired, a ceremony is performed f o r  the lncrease of 
sexual deslre. a f t e r  it, and only a f te r  tt, the cere- 
mony of the baby totem 1s performed When ~t 1s 
remembered t h a t  these people by thew wworu  cus- 
tom, associate conception wlth the p a r t a k ~ n g  of 
food, the valldlty of the statement t h a t  conflicting 
psycholog~cal e&lties exist slde by side in primltlve 
psychology becomes apparent  

Other evidence substantiating this vlew 1s fur- 
nished by the widespread existence of magco-re- 
hgious rltes f o r  augmentmg food supphes Hunt -  
ing peoples, In order  t o  lncrease the number of 
available anlmals, a re  known t o  dress u p  llke these 
animals and  imltate them in coltus Likewise, agri-  
cultural peoples a re  known t o  perform symbolic 
intercourse in  their fields a t  planting time, In order 
t o  secure a plentiful crop T h a t  peoples among 
whom such rites exlst have a sub-conscious hnowi- 
edge of the  connection between sexual intercourse 
and blrth, even though they may consciously deny 
this o r  affirm t h a t  conception may take place other- 
wise, can hardly be doubted 

It is obvlous, therefore, t h a t  there a re  lnsufficlent 
(Continued on page 121) 



On the Connecticut Firing -Line 
The Hearing 

By A N N I E  G P O H R I T T  

'I' CANNOT bc s a d  t h l t  the J u t l ~ c ~ a r y  Com- I nilttec 01 the Connechcut l ep . ln tu re  .~cted 
I ~ n s t ~ l )  on tlw hi th c o n t ~  01 bdl TIIL H c a r ~ n g  was 
I~clcl on Fchrurtry 25th, m d  on t l~t  25th of March 
\re c ~ c  at111 ~ r ~ l t ~ n g  fo r  tllc report  D r  Janies R 
B11llc1 picscntctl tlm nicd~cal arguments, s t r e ~ s -  
ing the fac t?  tha t  rcpcatcd abor t~ons  on account 
of ~llncss ucrc allowcd by the S t a t e  but  bmth con- 
t ro l  mforniat~on In the same case would be denied. 
nnd thn t  thc ~ c g u l a i  p i a c t ~ c m g  physician could 
be trustcd a ~ t h  c o n t ~ o l  over thrs mformatlon D r  
Dnvid Lyman of Gaylord F a r m  Sanatorium in 
Walhngford spoke very convmc~ngly of the ne- 
ccss~ty f o r  b ~ r t h  contiol ~ n f o r m a t ~ o n  as  a tempo- 
rn ry  control In tuberculos~s Dr Ar thur  B Dayton 
of the Yalc School of Medicine read some interest- 
m g  casc h~stor ies  bearmg on the need f o r  blr th  
control information D r  Henry  F Stoll of H a r t -  
ford also spoke 

It was thc plan of the Connect~cut B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol Lcague to  makc the hearmg en t~re ly  a doc- 
tor's h c a r ~ n g  But  the Committee asked for  other  
supporters, and the first t o  speak was a well-known 
Roman Cnthohc, woman who pleaded fo r  some 
"clean, honorable way fo r  women t o  space thew 
ch~ldrcn " She herself was the mother of SIX living 
children and  a grandmother, and personally and 
from long obscrvat~on she felt t h a t  there was a 
11tal need f o r  b ~ r t l i  control 

Mrs Thomas N Hepburn, w ~ f e  of a promment 
H a r t f o r d  p h y s ~ c ~ a n ,  made a brlef but eloquent plea, 
u i g m g  t h a t  fea r  and ignorance had never sufficed 
t o  safeguard mora l~ ty ,  and t h a t  t rue  morahty must 
be bused on knowledge She also touched on the 
economlc reasons fo r  the l l ~ n ~ t a t ~ o n  of f a m ~ h e s  
Rlrs Adclcne Pomeroy, who a few years ago left 
a pos~ t lon  In c ~ t y  p r o b a t ~ o n  work t o  marry, and 
1s now a n  unpald but  very a c t ~ v e  social worker, 
spoke of the need of birth control t o  check the 
numerous abor t~ons  w h ~ c h  follow vam efforts of 
~ g n o r a n t  women t o  find effectwe contracept~vcs , 
and also of the tremendous burden on the s ta te  of 
the  unchecked mult~plicatlon of defectives Two 
women members of the L e g d a t u r e  followed w ~ t h  
short  pleas for the bdl It had been expected t h a t  

t m c  would be allowed f o r  rebuttals and two speak- 
crs had been selected fo r  t h ~ s  purpose These speak- 
C I S  however were glvcn no o p p o r t u n ~ t y  t o  sum- 
111 i r v c  the casc, and the las t  word on the b ~ l l  was 
lcft w ~ t h  the opponents 

Tlicre wcrc four  spcakcrs agamst  the bdl M r  
F r a n c ~ s  Jones, who statcd tha t  he had been asked 
to  ~cprescn t  Bishop Ndan and the Roman Cathohc 
dlocesc of Connecticut, D r  D a n ~ e l  E Sllea, one 
of tlic physicians In charge a t  St Francls Hospl- 
ta l  in Har t fo rd  (Catholic),  M r s  W~l l iam F ~ n n ,  
of the Roman Catholic Diocesan Bureau of Soclal 
Scrv~cc ,  and M r s  T M Sul l~van,  who had evi- 
dently been coached In her  par t ,  but  who several 
t m c s  lost the thread of the argument She urged 
t h a t  "if t h ~ s  bdl goes m t o  effect, twenty-five years 
f ~ o m  now Connect~cut  will be a mass of cruinblmg 
rums " W h y  o r  how t h ~ s  1s to  come about she did 
not t r y  t o  explain 

The  att i tude of the women a t  the heanng  was 
p l a ~ n l y  shown when M r  Jones in a fit of generosity 
admitted "that childbearing may be attended with 
some inconveniences"-a statement t h a t  evoked a 
long Indrawn breath so unanimous as  t o  sound like 
the s ~ g h ~ n g  of the wind He ms~sted,  however, t h a t  
it was to  the mterest of the  s ta te  t h a t  there should 
be plenty of ch~ldren, and asked ~f this b ~ l l  had 
been law years ago  "who of us would be here now?" 
"Poss~bly none of us," be rep l~ed  to  h ~ s  own ques- 
tlon Dr Shes centered his objections t o  the b ~ l l  on 
the lack of limits t o  the  dlscret~on of the phy- 
siclans, but  when asked by a frlendly member of 
the Committee whether he would still oppose the 
b ~ l l  ~f it were strictly limited t o  the cases of women 
with tuberculosis, who would be In danger of death 
In case of pregnancy, he was f rank enough t o  reply 
t h a t  he would oppose even so h m ~ t e d  a measure 

The  Comm~ttee gave no indication of i ts  att l-  
tude on the bdl It listened w ~ t h  courtesy, but  this 
was expected, a s  the blll was introduced by Judge  
Peck, one of i ts  own members Two b ~ l l s  had been 
introduced-largely f o r  strategic purposes-and 
one was reported unfavorably a t  once, showing 
tha t  the Comm~ttee was concentrating on the bill 
introduced by Judge  Peck 

More than  400 doctors have openly come out  m 
favor of birth control b y  slgning the p e t ~ t i o n  (see 
below) presented t o  the L e g d a t u r e  It should be 



borne In mind that  the total regstration of phy- 
slcians In Connectlcut 1s between 1800 and 1900, 
and that  nearly half the towns of the state having 
resldent doctors are represented on the petltion 
A few of these doctors had long been favorable 
Many of the others had never thought much about 
the matter untll it was presented to them In the 
form of the doctors' petltlon As Connectlcut is 
a state where, so f a r  ~t has been unposslble to  
open a clinic, due to the unwillingness of the medl- 
cal profession to  sanction a practlce forbidden 
by the law, this tremendous advance In medical 
opinion can hardly be overestimated 

Since the hearing, lndivldual advocates of birth 
control, local committees and the Connecticut 
Birth Control League have all addressed letters to 
every member of the Legwlature including, of 
course, the Judiciary Committee, and our frlends 
in the Legslature have been busy campalgnlng 
among their colleagues The result In any case wlll 
be an enormous Impetus to  the cause of blrth con- 
trol in Connecticut Whether Legislative hearings 
are worth whlle m all states 1s a matter for local 
consideration Tha t  such a campalgn as we have 
gone through In Connecticut has been worth whde 
is not a matter of doubt wlth anyone who has had 
any par t  m it 

Support from the Press 
Edrtonal, New Haven J o u d C o u n e r ,  Feb 24th 

I N PROFOUND sclentlfic slgmficance no hear- 
ing a t  the capitol t h ~ ~  session mll echpse that  

on b ~ r t h  control today Such matters as  p r o h h -  
tion, judgeships, etc , have great bearlng on the 
present scene, bwth control may alter the whole 
future blologcal constltutlon of the race No one, 
indeed, knows just exactly what ~ t s  effects may be 
It is ~ e r h a p s  the single greatest unknown quan- 
t i ty m contemporary pohtlcs Connectlcut has the 
most drastic law agalnst it of the states-as well as  
the most unenforceable for  i t  prohlblts even the 
practlce The heanng today is on an attempt to  
hberahze thls law 

It is on relqpous grounds, of course, that  blrth 
control 1s most combatted Yet ~t 1s sigm6cant that  
where in the past the relqgous opposltlon was un- 
animous, now it is scattered Some commun~ons are 
neutral, some are openly in favor, some still actlve- 
ly opposed Other nations, faced wlth this diversity 
of rehgous attitude have taken what seems the 

logcal step have slmply relaxed legal ~nhiblt~ons 
and permitted the venous commumons to  regu- 
late them own people In accordance m t h  them own 
formal news This 1s the course adopted by Amen- 
can governments on other matters of grave rehg- 
ious controversy 

Stdl another aspect of the question 1s to  be con- 
sldered It 1s not as  though action a t  Hartford 
today would decide between the alternatives of 
blrth control or  no birth control It 1s recognized 
that  the practlce 1s general today m western CIVI- 

lizatlon We may very well consider how soon 
we intend aligning the law wlth the fact We thmk 
no one can seriously believe the fact alterable by 
purely legal means 

The Doctorss Petition 

T o  the Honorable Senate and House of Repre- 
tataves 

The undersigned citlzens who a le  prac tmng 
physmans of Connectlcut, respectfully petitlon 
for legislation, in the form of the blll appended 
hereto, for the purpose of removing what we con- 
slder to be harmful restrictions placed upon us In 
the practlce of our profession We petltlon for the 
legal ngh t  t o  grve treatment, prescnptlons and 
instruction for  the protection of health and the 
prevention of disease 

There exlsts in Connectlcut a very urgent need 
for  provlslon, under proper auspices, of effective 
contraceptive advlce and treatment of all cases 
who are suffenng from orgamc dlseases of the 
heart, lungs or  kldneys, or from other physlcal 
weakness, and to  whom a further pregnancy 1s 
llkely t o  be fatal, or  a t  least permanently Injun- 
ous We feel that  the dlscretlon of the regstered 
physician can be trusted m this matter and that  
we should not be hmlted as under the present sta- 
tute 

One of the Letters 
T o  the Membern of the Connectzcut Legzslnture 

The purpose of the measure (House Bill 156) 
is not prlmanly to promote blrth control but t o  
free the medlcal profession from a limitation on ~ t s  
work whlch brings the responslblhty for  the wel- 
fare of them patients Into direct confllct The 
health of unfortunate women 1s today often 



wrecked and thelr lives jeopardized because phy- 
slclans are not permitted to  e v e  the advlce mdl- 
cated by thew conscientious professional judg- 
ment 

Patients suffering from tuberculosis, syph~ l~s ,  
cancer, kidney disease and other grave d~sorders 
certainly In many Instances should not bear chll- 
dren For  the physician merely to  warn the patient 
does not free him from proper responsiblhty I n  
cer ta~n condlt~ons-particularly tuberculosis- 
contraception may be a t  times a most useful tem- 
porary measure We know that most cases of early 
tuberculosis are curable, and we also know that  
pregnancy In these cases has a most deleterious 
Influence The same is true of other condltlons, par- 
ticularly certain forms of kidney d~sease If con- 
traceptlve advice may be given for the period of 
cure, much misery and many lives wlll be saved 

E%m those uhose religious convictions con- 
demn birth control may and do conscientiously op- 
pose state dictation to  physicians in a matter of 
their individual conscience 

The argument for this measure is so clear and 
the sentiment in favor of ~t so determined tha t  ~t 
must ultimately pass We urge that  advantage be 
taken of the present opportunity to  settle this mst- 
te r  rightly and to remove it from the field of fu- 
ture controversy 

Respectfully yours, 

New Haven Executave C m c t t e e ,  
Connectwst Barth Control League 

The Federal Hearing 

I REGARD the heanng on the Federal "Doctors' 
Bill" a t  Washlngton as a very valuable accom- 

plishment, fo r  the following reasons 
1 It provided an opportunity t o  set forth the 

facts on both sldes of the question before influ- 
ential members of Congress, through whom the ac- 
tion of Congress itself mll be influenced 

2 It provlded the means for putting on officlal 
record the oplnlons and arguments in the case, 
which will be pnnted and available for wlde clrcula- 
t ~ o n  and future reference 

3 Through the presence of those who attended 
the heanng and the large publicity gwen to it, 
there was created a s~gnificant impression on the 
public mlnd not only in Washington but elsewhere 

4 From the polnt of view of the advocates of 

Ing, and t o  organize the arguments and evldence 1n 
the case 

5 The opportunity afforded to hear the best 
cfforts of the opposition enabled us to  improve our 
campaign In preparation for the support of the 
next bill, as  well as to meet t h ~ s  opposltlon where- 
ever it presents Itself 

HENBY PBATT FAI~CRILD 

Catholic Position Illogical 
HE official campus newspaper of the Cathohc 

T U n i v e r s ~ t y ,  In Washington, D C , recently 
published an editorla1 expressing a polnt of mew 
nhich 1s common In organs of that  falth Com- 
menting on those who have spoken and wrltten m 
opposition to the Pope's recent encychcal on blrth 
control and marriage, the college paper observes 
"The encychcal was meant for the Catholics of the 
world and for no other persons, unless they con- 
templated (SIC) acceptance of the dogmas and the 
principles of that  rehgon Why must other bodies 
of individuals concern themselves wlth an edict 
which has nothlng to do with them, then- conduct, 
their morals and their creeds?" The answer 1s tha t  
the Pope's positlon on blrth control, wh~ch is also 
that  of the Church in general, has everything t o  do 
with non-Cathohcs Only a few days ago, represen- 
tatives of Catholicism appeared in Washlngton t o  
protest, as  strongly as they knew how, against 
the Glllett b d ,  whlch proposes to permlt doctors 
to Impart blrth control informat~on under certain 
cmumstances The laws whlch a t  present make the 
sale of contraceptives a bootleg trade, and forbid 
the open dlstrlbution of ~nformatlon on the subject, 
have been kept on the statute books for  fifty years 
largely because of Cathohc insistence The Church 
does not trust its communlcants to obey ~ t s  splnt- 
ual s tr~ctures,  ~t asks for, and obtains, laws which 
affect not only the Cathohcs, but the whole popu- 
latlon Under these circumstances, t o  argue tha t  
the Cathohc positlon on birth control "has noth- 
Ing to do with" the conduct of non-Cathohcs IS 

simply to lgnore the facts 

New Republac, March 4th 

Statesmen are awakenang to the fact that breed- 
ang a race as as amportant-+y, = more amport- 
ant-than the a c c u m ~ t a o n  of natwnal wealth - 

birth control, it helped to  clarify our own thmk- SIB ARTHUR KEITH 



P O P U L A T I O N  S E C T I O N  
Edzted by Gzly I- Bwch 

Eugenic Birth Control 

T H A T  knowledge of contraception will improve 
the race IS shown, in part ,  by the fact that  in 

certam citles In northern and western E u r o ~ e  
where contrace~tive ~nformation has reached the 
lower classes, and where s tat~st lcs  of the differ- 
ential b~rth-rate  are available, fertlllty has nghted 
itself and the birth-rate of the lower classes IS de- 
creasing more rapidly than tha t  of the upper 
classes "It would be ~nteresting to  have a study, 
for  the years after the war, of the fertihty In dlf- 
ferent soclal strata, in large towns, known as 
pract~clng birth control," says D r  Karl  Edin "I 
have made such a study of Stockholm The pnn- 
ciple result of my examination, for groups stand- 
ardized according t o  age, has been 

"That fertility in marriage for  these years was 
about twenty-five percent lower amongst industrial 
workers than among the upper classes (conslder- 
mg only couples where the wlfe was under thlrty 
in 1920, ~t was thlrty-five percent lower) At  the 
same tlme the infant death-rate among chlldren 
born dunng these years was twenty-SIX percent 
hlgher , 

"That the fertdity of the upper classes has in- 
creased wlth the income declared In the census 
couples having an income of a t  least 10,000 Swed- 
~ s h  crowns In 1920 had a blrth-rate fifty percent 
above the rate  for  couples wlth a n  income less than 
4,000 crowns, and yet even the last mentloned group 
had a blrth-rate perceptibly hlgher than that  of 
the working class, especially among young couples 
A t  the same t m e  we see that,  as lncome increases, 
the lnfantde death-rate decreases " (Proceedzngs, 
World Population Conference, 1927, p 205-6 ) 

"The numbers demonstrate clearly," says D r  Al- 
fred Grotjahn, professor of soclal hygiene, Unl- 
verslty of Berlin, concerning fecund~ty In Bremen, 
"first, the general steep decllne of the birthrate and 
then the remarkable fact that  even the labonng 
classes, who were called the proletanat because 
of them productivity, In towns have now just as  
few chddren as the upper s trata ,  because of the 
custom of contracept~on wh~ch has spread here 

also " (Proceedzngs, World Population Confer- 
ence, 1927, p p  153-4 ) 

Figures from the Mlnister of Health of Eng- 
land for  London shov a large, steady dechne in 
the birth-rate since 1921 The average for  four 
poor boroughs 1s about 16%,  for four correspond- 
Ing nch  boroughs the decrease is no greater,  and 
In recent jears, the birth-rates in these show an 
actual upward climb 

What blrth control can do for  the health of a 
country 1s shown by the recent hlstory of v ~ t a l  
s tat~st ics  In Holland Since Holland took the lead 
In the ~nstruction of eugenlc birth control, she has 
made a progress in vital statistics which no other 
country can approach F o r  the decade 1871-80, 
before the first blrth control cllnic In the world was 
establ~shed m Holland, the Dutch had a death-rate 
nlnth from the lowest m Europe, for the perlod 
1919-24, when contraceptwe information was wide- 
spread, Holland had the lowest death-rate in Eu- 
ripe, her Infant mortallty rate was thlrd from the 
lowest, and her maternal mortallty rate  second 
from the lowest in the world 

"Of special importance, both internationally and 
from the German point of view, 1s the so-called dlf- 
ferential fertility, which above all concerns the 
quahtat~ve aspect of the populatlon problem," 
sald D r  Fnedrich Burgdofer, German Delegate to  
the Meeting of the Executwe Committee of the In- 
ternational Unlon for  the Scientific Investigation 
of Population Problem in 1930 "The declin~ng 
blrth-rate In Germany, as elsewhere, began In the 
upper classes, the socially and lntelhgently su- 
perior portlons of the populatlon Whlle, a t  least m 
the penod before the war, the number of chlldren 
was always relatively large among the lower 
classes, blrth control has been practiced In the 
upper classes already for  decades After the World 
War, however, the lower classes took radical steps 
to  lower their hrth-rate, and brought about an 
effectual reduction The proletariat ceased more 
and more to produce in a 'proletanat~an' manner, 
the masses reduced the number of them ch~ldren, a t  



least In the large German citles, even more sharp- 
ly than the upper and middle classes 

"On the basls of statlstlcs taken from the in- 
come tax I have recently been able to prove that  
today-in contradistmctlon to  earlier observa- 
tions on which was based the so-called 'well-being' 
theory-the number of chzldren of fanzzlaes m t h  
large zncomes zs not dzmznzshzng but zncreascng At  
least this is so in large citles While on the aver- 
age, in large cities, up to everj 100 married tax- 
payers in the lncome group of 'under 1500 R M ' 
theie belong only 96 children, this number in- 
creased from lncome group to income group, untd 
the largest value was reached a t  the hlghest ~ncome 
group (over 50,000 R M ) with 140 children to  
elery 100 marned taxpayers " BJletzn, Interna- 
tional Population Umon, Sept 1930, p 12 

G I B 

ILLUSTRATIONS AND PROOFS OF THE 
PRINCIPLE O F  POPULATION, including 
an exztmination of the proposed remedies of 
RIr Malthus and a reply to  the objections of 
itfr Godwm and others, by Francis Place 
Now Reproduced with an Introduction Demon- 
strating Francls Place as the Founder of the 
Modern Birth Control Movement Together 
nith Unpublished Letters of Place on Birth 
Control, Coleridge's Criticism of Malthus' View 
on Birth Control and Critlcal and Textual 
Notes By A'ORXAY HIVES Houghton, Mzfflm 
Co,  New York $4 50 

LACE'S book is important for three chief rea- p sons (1) it is the first book in English recom- 
mending birth control, (2) ~t gives a keen insight 
into the population controversy ragmg between 
Malthus, Godmn, and others, (3) it is a contnbu- 
tion to  social theory Place disagreed with both 
Malthus and Godwin, but favored Malthus By 
skillfully quoting from Godwin's works he shows 
how contradictory, inconsistent, and unscientific he 
was Place disagreed wlth Malthus In regard to  his 
idea of the postponement of marnage Growing u p  
in the slums and becoming besmirched therein, 
marrying and bemg reformed by hls wlfe, and be- 
coming the father of fifteen ch~ldren between 1702 
and 1817, gave him practical expenences whlch 
Malthus, Godwin, Condorcet, and others had not 
had Place's vlews are set forth In his PnwcpZe of 
Populatzolz 

I n  edltlng and reproducing Place's book Pro- 
fessor Himes has rendered a notable service The 
first fifty pages of introduction by Professor 
Hlrnes, Amenca's outstanding authority on the 
early birth control movement, gwe a scholarly 
orientation Into the population controversy ragmg 
In 1822, when Place's book was published Hlmes 
shows that  ~t was Place who founded the modern 
blrth control movement in both England and 
America, and played an important role in reshap- 
ing Engllsh political institutions "There is not In 
the chronicle of cultural change during the nine- 

teenth century a more slngular example of the far- 
reaching social influence of a comparably small 
group of relatively obscure men than that  of Place 
and his disciples All the Enghsh social reforms of 
the nineteenth century that  were successful were 
accomplished in the end by an active group that  
eventually grew to considerable proportions, 
whereas birth control, considering the magnitude 
of the task, was for many years championed only 
by a few " H G DUNCAN 

S TATISTICS on the future of European popu- 
lation, compiled by Vladimir Woytlnsky and 

recently published by Europa-Wzrtschaft, are 
highly ~nteresting, In tha t  they show Europe to be 
a t  the beginning of a new era 

Dunng the mlddle ages Europe's population 
was falrly static, a high death-rate being balanced 
b j  a hlgh blrth-rate A t  the end of the 17th Cen- 
tury Europe had a population of about 110 milhon 
-not much greater than the estimated population 
400 years earher-at the close of the Crusades 
As a result of numerous economic and cultural 
factors, the openlng of the 19th Century saw a 
tremendous lncrease I n  the middle of the 18th 
Century Europe had about 140 milhon inhabit- 
ants, in 1800 there were 187 million, In 1850- 
267 million, and fifty years l a t e r 4 0 6  million I n  
the first decades of the 20th Century this lncrease 
continued Even the World W a r  could not stop ~t 
The turning point came after the war 

On the basis of estimates independently arnved 
a t  by Professor Bowley and by the German Znstc 
tuts f u r  ~ o n p n k t u c h ,  ~t 1s evident that  
"in most European states, beginning with 1940, 
the appearance of a proper balance can be ex- 
pected, and that  this balance will quite possibly be 
followed by an  absolute dechne In population " 

-Dae New Zeat, V z e m  



Book Reviews 
T H E  MODERN A T T I T U D E  T O  T H E  S E X  

PROBLEM, by Kenneth Ingram Frederick 
A Stokes, New York $2 00 

T H E  S E X  FACTOR I N  MARRIAGE A book 
for  those who are or  who are about to  be mar- 
rled, by Helena Wrlght Noel Douglas Lon- 
don 3/6 
H E S E  two llttle books differ fundamentally 

Tin subject matter, the first deals with a general 
rationale of sex attitudes, the second wlth the spe- 
cific detalls of sex actlvlty Nevertheless, In one 
respect they are alike, they both employ the ro- 
mantico-rehglous phraseology m wh~ch the late 
19th century cloaked ~ t s  early attempts to look a t  
sex intelhgently M r  Ingram's book 1s filled wlth 
the conventional terminology about perversity, 
moral turptude, and the like, MISS Wnght's equal- 
ly bespattered wlth the phrases whlch are only the 
other slde of the same shleld-flaming mth  ecstacy, 
spmtual  satlsfactlon, golden rewards, and what- 
not Yet both books embody straight forward radi- 
cal thinklng beneath them super6clal verbal wrap- 
pings Thls discrepancy between manner and mat- 
ter is likely to give mlxed results I t  is possible that  
the fnghtened, ~nhlbited, hide-bound descendants 
of the 19th century attitudes will not be lulled In- 
to accepting the r ad~ca l  polnt-of-mew, even when 
it is presented t o  them m words in whlch them 
cherished prejudices are duly recognized On the 
other hand the young people of this generation 
have acqulred a hablt of rebelhon agalnst the smug 
sentlmentahtles of this vocabulary and so may 
fllng sway from the books wlthout glving them 
their due A word of warning agalnst permitting 
oneself to be prejudiced by the vocabulary is there- 
fore necessary, while those who wlsh to  recommend 
MISS Wnght's book to  persons who prefer to  re- 
celvc their bex information decorously sugar- 
coated may feel safe m domg so 

With this imtial warning, always Important in 
dlscusslons of sex, towards whlch our attitudes are 
so heavily condlt~oned by words, ~t 1s posslble to  
turn to  the subject matter of these books M r  In- 
gram's ralses the more mterestmg points, it's pnme 
concern bemg the vanous reonentatlons and re- 
channehng of sex feehng, somewhat carelessly 
lumped under the headmg of "subl~mation" by 
contemporary psycholog.lzers Mr. Ingram's plea, 

1s for less specific sexual ac tmty  and for more of 
the by-products of sex feeling as expressed in a 
vanety of warm and vlvld human re la t ionshp 
H e  beheves that  smce the war, the tendency t o  
emphasize secondary sex differences is becomlng 
less pronounced, m t h  a resulting tendency to  re- 
gard lndlvlduals in terms of personality rather 
than In terms of sex Although the change in 
women's dress, and the parallel change in fernmine 
tactics In the last year or so, will perhaps give the 
he to M r  Ingram's optlmlsm, there 1s a great deal 
t o  be said for  the desirability and even the possl- 
bility of such an outcome as  he descnbes, where 
young people will utillze them free-floatlng emotlon 
In interesting ~nter-play of personahty rather 
than In more deeply channeled love affalrs H e  
makes a special plea for such a course on the 
grounds that  thus youth 1s preserved, that  the 
members of the workmg class In England, forced 
to  a precoc~ous heterosexual adjustment In youth, 
age much faster than do the youth of the upper 
classes who are permitted a longer penod of dlffuse 
emot~onal llfe In the publlc schools and uruverslt~es 

Personahty 1s a very new dmovery, one m which 
a very limited number of sophlstlcated people 
share The majorlty in any modern society, hke 
the majonty  of pnmltive peoples, tend to  regard 
individuals as inevitably pigeon-holed in categones 
of age and sex and status, differentiated one from 
another by halr color, nar ts  on then- noses, ability 
to bake a cake or inability to carry them dnnks- 
to  the complete neglect of all the subtler dif- 
ferences upon which personality depends Where 
personahty is unrecognized and unregarded, sex 
choice and sex activlty tend to be as regimented 
as are all other human relat~onshlps wlthln a fixed 
social scheme This was conspicuously so in Samoa, 
where small chlldren were taught to divide all 
members of their own generation but of opposite - - 
sex Into tabu relativei and possible lovers The 
tabu "biothers" and c'sisters'y-whlch included 
cousins also--could not speak to each othcr or  
e\en joln m the same social group The future lov- 
ers, formed an opposite-sex gang with whom one 
engaged m fnendly contests now, from whom one 
would choose lovers when one was grown The 
concept of personality is lost m a socially defined 
response to aU the members of a group Yet mar- 



rlage In Samoa, a marnage of convenience after 
several years of casual love makmg, 1s successful, 
because the Samoans, drwegardmng completely Mr 
Ingram's prescnptlons for more personahty and 
less sex actlnty, have taken Wss Wnght's mslst- 
ence upon the unportance of a knowledge of tech- 
nlque, upon the need of mtelhgence and magna-  
tlon In love makmg, very much to  heart Samoan 
marrlage 1s based upon a diffused general affection, 
smllar soclal status, and proficiency m the a r t  of 
l ove -mahmpnd  a very stable, peaceful kmd of 
marnage ~t 1s 

For us, however, such a genenc concept of hu- 
man relatlons appears to be a most Inadequate use 
of human potentlaht~es Wlth Mr Ingram we would 
stress more and more the importance of personal- 
~ t y ,  the need for sophlstlcatlon and expenence m 
personal relatlons such as must be obtamed 
through years of companionship, such as can not 
be obtalned m any free love sequence, or m a purely 
conventional marnage where the element of fnend- 
s h ~ p  1s lackmg And by a paradox, a refinement of 

- 

sex techmque 1s no less, posslbly more, unportant 
where the element of personahty 1s stressed, as 
among the mtelllgentsla m Europe and Amenca, 
than m Samoa, or In the Onent, the home of the 
manual of the arts  of love, where women are re- 
garded not as personahtles but rather as ~nstru- 
ments of passlon For In marnages based upon a 
comphcated inter-lockmg of pomts-of-new, pref- 
erences, tempermental blases and emphases, there 
are a hundred posslblhtles for stram, for malad- 
justment, whlch are lackmg m the more regmented 
systems of human relations wh~ch obtaln In most 
pnmhve and or~ental socletles, whlch obtamed 
untd very recently among ourselves If the mar- 
rlage of genuine congemahty is to outlast the dan- 
gers Inherent m the mterplay of two complex I -  

dlvlduals, ~t must have a firm physlcal basls, a far  
firmer physlcal basls than meabers of our con- 
temporary soclety are equlpped to  eve  ~t We stdl 
suffer from the outworn Victorian tradltlon that 
vlrtue should be ugly and dull, vlce brllhant and 
allunng, and the stupld not~on that to bnng t o  the 
legal karnage the ~magmatlon and free flow of 
emotion wh~ch were lavlihed upon occasional llllclt 
relatlonshlps would be to defile the marnage Mlso 
Wnght's book 1s an excellent httle gulde book for 
those who find such a creed of dullness not only mn- 
credlble but wrong, she charts the more usual pit- 
falls, answers the numberless questions whlch many 
people wlsh to ask but are afrald to volce At the 

same tune ~t does not confuse the lssue by any 
dlscusslon of abnormahtles or of case hlstones, 
both of wh~ch tend to  lntunldate or repell many 
young or mexpenenced readers Nevertheless, ~t IS, 

for thls reason, far  less exhaustwe than a book lrke 
Rob~e's A r t  of Lme, whlch mlght well be recom- 
mended to  those marned couples who have first 
reached comparatwe adjustment through a hrect, 
smphfied manual of the type of whlch MISS 
Wnght's 1s a conspicuously successful example 

MA~LGA~LET b 

STERILIZATION FOR HTJMAN BETTER- 
MENT, by E S Gosney and Paul Popenoe 
The Macm&n Company, New Y w k  $2 00 

E UGENICS as well as Euthemcs may be said 
to be divlded Into three fields the sclence whch 

lnvolves the actual facts of how control 1s bemg 
effected, the soclal phdosophy as to what control 
would be des~rable, and finally the soclal engmeer- 
mg as to what should be done grantmg that some- 
thmg should be done It 1s m thls field of soclal 
engneemg that we have such a scarclty of ade- 
quate stumes 

It 1s therefore very g ra tdy~ng  to have the sub- 
ject of stenhzatlon laws studled from the stand- 
point of just how they work m the state m whlch 
they have had the most extenslve and long con- 
tmued use, namely Callforn~a The book under re- 
new seems to  have accomphshed its purpose ad- 
mlrably One can only hope that a second edltlon 
wlll Include some of the other valuable studles made 
by the authors m articles slnce the appearance of 
thls book Let us also hope that a second edltlon 
w~ll incorporate the model bill the authors have 
slnce proposed wlth Mr Castle to  expedlte the 
mder reahatlon of the recommendation of t h s  
book In actual legslatlon 

We are especlally ~mpressed by the statement 
that a great deal of stenhzatlon can be done ~f we 
have law authorlzmg lndlvlduals to  come to the 
lostltutlons for that purpose and to be discharged 
thereafter, and also authorlzlng stenllzatlon In 
prlvate practlce To  those especlally mterested m 
b ~ r t h  control ~t 1s gratlfylng that  the ster111za- 
tlon pollcy pursued In Cahfoma has been so suc- 
cessful The proper relatlon between stenhzatlon 
and segregation and b ~ r t h  control seems to be as 
follows Segregation t o  be employed where the case 
~b so helpless or so dangerous as to requlre ~t , sterll- 
~ z a t ~ o n  to be employed where the danger or help- 
lessness 1s less, and the ~nhvldual can hve wlth- 
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out publ~c care, yet should not be permitted to re- 
produce, blrth control t o  help reduce the progeny 
of lndivlduals from whom ~t 1s desirable to  have few 
children, but whose lnferlorlty 1s not of such an  
order tha t  society would be wllllng to  use any 
coerclon In the matter We have here three very 
valuable tools for use in reduclng the reproduction 
of inferlor genes 

The book deserves a very wlde clrculatlon We 
wlsh a copy could be gwen to  every l egda to r  

ROSWELL H JOHNSON 

GROWING UP I N  NEW GUINEA, by Mar- 
garet Mead Wdlaam Morrow & Co . New York 
$3 50 

HE MANUS are a brown, frizzly hawed peo 
T p l e  llvlng In the Adm~ralty islands north of 
New Gulnea They live in thatched huts built on 
s t ~ l t s  In broad, shallow lagoons The adults lead a 
very busy life T o  sustaln life 1s not difficult, for 
nature 1s generous with them But great quantltles 
of food, dog-tooth and shell money, bead-work and 
other commodit~es, are necessary for  all important 
social occasions All day long the adults busy them- 
selves with fishmg, worklng taro, making bead- 
work, travelling from group to  group borrowing, 
buying, collecting money and property to  use a t  
a marrlage o r  a death ceremony Social s tand~ng 
is determined almost entirely by wealth "The 
Ideal Manus man has no lelsure, he 1s ever up and 
about his business turnmg five strings of shell 
money into ten " 

But the children lead a free, happy-go-lucky 
existence All day long they play about on the 
beach 01 in the shallow lagoons Adult matters such 
as  economic transactions and the activities of the 
the spints  do not interest them a t  all and they 
know nothmg about them The ~nfant-chlld's edu- 
cation consists m teachmg hlm t o  take care of him- 
self in the somewhat precarious houses, 1x1 the ca- 
noes, and In the water, teaching hlm to  leave other 
peoples' belongings s tnct ly alone, and lmplant~ng 
In him a deep shame for matters of sex and eucre- 
tion Beyond thls parei<tal discipllne does not go 
The chlldren are free to  play all day long and as 
they please They have nelther respect nor con- 
sideration for their elders They are selfish and 
demanding llttle tyrants, and then  parents, espe- 
cially the fathers, are willing and abject servants 

The husband-wife relatlonshlp is never a happy 
one I t  IS strained, tinged with shame, and not in- 
frequently marked with brutality on the husband's 

par t  Father and mother compete for the atten- 
tlons of the children And th t  father always wms, 
for the mother is hopelessly handicapped by cus- 
tom and taboo The growing children associate 
much wlth the father and pattern them person- 
ahtles faithfully af ter  hls (thls 1s true of sdopted 
children as well) The adolescent glrl expenences 
a pamful break in thls emoti~mal attachment when 
she is betrothed and niarned She is unable to  re- 
attach herself t o  her mother, and she lnvar~ably 
hates the women m her husband's famlly with whom 
she livcs The young man is spared this emotional 
stram But in a few years, when he marries, he 1s 
plunged Into a world cf business and splrlt activl- 
ties, helpless and Ignorant Moreover, he 1s saddled 
with a huge debt, for  some relatlve has bought hls 
wlfe for  him The ldylllc world of childhood has 
glven way t o  one of labor and wrangling and spmt-  
wrath And so hfe goes 

But thls book is not meiely the story of a 
quaint and primitive people, ~t is an ~ l l u m i n a t l n ~  
study In soclal psychology as well Studies such 
as this will throw much light on many a problem 
of sociology and social psychology Here, in tbls 
tmy culture, as in a chemist's labora txy ,  we see 
human nature expressing itself in ways strange to  
our own culture Many thmgs which we are wont 
to  regard as "natural" In chlldren, such as make- 
belleve games, falry tales, and a predllectlon for  
ghosts and goblins, are qulte absent among Manus 
chlldren And new light is thrown upon certain 
"complexes," too, they appear to  be determmed nl- 
most entlrely by the social pattern of the group 

D r  Mead has accomphshed much In this bril- 
llant analysis of this exotlc, but very human, peo- 
ple But the value of the book greatly exceeds 
its actual harvest As a gulde to  furthei nor6, as  
a stimulus for  new types of research, and as a 
catalysis for  the re-examination of current con- 
cepts and assumptions, her work will be of Im- 
mense value Gromng U p  In New Guznea is the 
kind of book that all sociologists, ps~cholog~sts ,  
soc~al  norkers, and educators, as aell as anthro- 
polog~sts, need 

LESLIE A WHITL 



T HE newly organized Rhode Island B ~ r t h  Con- 
ti01 League go t  off t o  a flying s t a r t  a t  the  

luncheon held by the parent  organizat~on, the  
Amellcan B ~ r t h  Control League, on March 4th 
a t  the Providence Plantation Club, Prov~dence 
T h e  speakers were D r  C C L ~ t t l e ,  of the Roscoe 
B Jackson F o u n d a t ~ o n  fo r  Cancer Research, Mrs  
F R o b e ~ t s o n  Jones, P res~dent  of the Amencan 
Birth Control League, and Rev Robert W Jones, 
of the Bulfinch Place Church of Boston Rev W 
Appleton Lawrence, rector of the Providence 
Grace Church pres~ded The  w~de-spread Interest 
of the community 1s shown by those present a t  the  
speakers' table They included, besides those men- 
tioned above D r  Ar thur  Ruggles, supenntendent 
of Butler Hospi ta l ,  D r  A r t h u r  Harnngton ,  for- 
mcr head of the S t a t e  Hospital  fo r  Mental Dis- 
eases, D r  Pau l  Appleton and D r  Alexander M 
B u ~ g e s s  , Rev A E Krom of the Beneficlent Con- 
gregtzt~onal Church, Federal Judge I r a  Lloyd 
Letts, Rabbi Samuel M Gup, Professor P h ~ l i p  
H Mitchell, head of the b~ology department a t  
Brov n U n n  ersity , MI s Henry Salomon, Mrs  Al- 
f led K Pot ter ,  p res~dent  of the Prov~dence Y W 
C A , and Mrs  Walter  A Peck 

D r  L ~ t t l e  stressed the fact  t h a t  there was no 
longer any grea t  o p p o s ~ t ~ o n  t o  blrth control, but  
t h a t  the problem had largely resolved itself Into 
one of how best to help the growth of the idea and 
eliminate misunderstanding The  chief opposition 
today comes from the offic~al Catholic church, n o t  
f iom the Cathohc on the street "The more you 
love ch~ldren," D r  Little concluded, "the harder  
I O U  will work fo r  bwth control, regardless of your  
personal sa lva t~on  " Mrs  Jones spoke of the g rea t  
s t ~ ~ d e s  the movement is making, and emphasized 
t h a t  the poor  who need contracept~ve information 
most, both f o r  their o\rn good and fo r  the good 
of the community, a r e  the last to  get it "It IS 

t~me." s a ~ d  D r  Jones. "for the human race t o  
r e a l m  its dream of ~ a r a d i s e  on earth. and  t o  do 
as much fo r  human-kind a s  ~t has done f o r  f ru i t  
trees, horses and cattle W e  can join those who 
e ~ i t ~ c i z e d  Gahleo and those who were against doc- 
to i s  using anaesthetics because the B ~ b l e  s a ~ d  t h a t  
children should be born In P a m ,  o r  we can joln 
those who n a n t  t o  make a contribution t o  man- 
k ~ n d  " 

T h e  luncheon was well attended and was fol- 
lowed by a n  organ~zat ion meeting a t  the home of 

Mrs Henry Salomon A s ta te  league was formed 
and a committee was appointed t o  attend t o  having 
~t incorporated In the s ta te  of Rhode Island 

Patronesses a t  the luncheon were Mrs  Freder- 
~ c k  S Peck, Mrs  S Foster  Hunt ,  M r s  Henry  A 
Whitmarsh, Mrs  Murray  S Danforth,  Mrs  Ash- 
be1 T Wall, Jr , Mrs  William Gammell, J r  , Mrs  
R H I Goddard, Mrs Wal te r  A Peck, D r  Helen 
C Br~dges,  Mrs  E n c  Stone, M r s  John  H Wells, 
Mrs  Barnes Newberry, Mrs Robert  M Lord, Mrs  
Henry  Salomon, Mrs  George B Lomas, Mrs  Al- 
fred K Pot ter ,  Mrs  Gerald A Cooper, Mrs  Rob- 
e r t  H Whitmarsh, Mrs M Fos te r  Peck, Mrs  Fred- 
erick R H a ~ a r d ,  Jr , M r s  Mauran S Pearce, Mrs  
Frank  Mauran, J r  , Mrs A r t h u r  H Ruggles, Mrs  
Louis C Gerry, Mrs  Robert  George, M r s  Clarke 
Freeman, Mrs William E Bngham, Mrs  Webster 
K n ~ g h t ,  2nd, Mrs  Hovey T Freeman 

The Junior Committee 
A R C H  has been a month of marked ac t iv~ ty ,  M and the results have been most g r a t ~ f y i n g  

Pursuing o u r  plan of making contacts with welfare 
workers In different sectlons of the clty, three lun- 
cheon mee t~ng  were held--on March 10 th  a t  the 
Wdliam Slonn House of the Y M C A ,  on March 
17th a t  the Harlem Y M H A  and on March 24th 
at  the Central  Y W C A 

On the b a s ~ s  of the neighborhood clinics spon- 
sored by the Junior  Comm~ttee, the  cost of operat- 
m g  clinics has been es t~mated  a s  follows 

O N E  SESSION EACH WEEK OVER A PERIOD O F  

SIX MONTHS 

I f  the organization already has  equipment 
Service of nurse $162 0 0  
Service of phys ic~an  375 00 
Supplies 40 00 
Incidentals 25  0 0  

- 
$602 00 

If  equipment must be furnished the add i t~ona l  
cost is es t~mated a t  $130 00, a s  follows 

1 E x a m m n g  table $ 30 0 0  
1 S t c r i l ~ m r  3 0  0 0  
Cabinct fo r  supplies 20  0 0  
G l o ~ e s ,  chemicals, etc 5 0  0 0  

$130 0 0  
Note Add $1 5 0  per  patlent fo r  supplles for  

each free case 



News 
U N I T E D  STATES 

T H E  Federal Council of Churches of Chrlst in 
Amerlca through ~ t s  Commlttee on Marnage 

and the Home issued a report on Blrth Control 
on March 21st (see page 101) 

The Commlttee on Maternal Care of the Whlte 
House Conference on Child Health and Protec- 
tion reported unanimously in favor of contracep- 
tion for phys~cal reasons a t  a meetlng held In 
Washington on February 19th 

Despite the recent decis~on m Pennsylvama re- 
gardmg Marie Stopes' M o r m d  Love thls book w111 
again go on trlal within the next few weeks m 
the Federal Distnct  Court in New York City 
Commissioner of Customs F X A Eble has notl- 
fied Morns L Ernst, councd for G P Putnam's 
Sons, ~mporters of Marraed Love that  "it 1s the 
oplnion of the bureau that  the Treasury Depart- 
ment is not bound by the dismissal of the case by 
Judge Klrkpatnck In Phlladelphla " 

CONNECTICUT The Connecticut Birth Control 
League has had a busy month fol- 

lowing up the February hearing with letters, leaf- 
lets, etc (see page 115) 

D r  George Bedborough addressed the Council 
of Jewish Women of South Norwalk on March 2nd 

ILLINOIS D r  William F Ogburn, of the Univer- 
slty of Chicago, and president of the 

Amencan Statlstlcal Assocmtion, outhned the 
work of President Hoover's commission to study 
the trend of Amerlcan c~v~hzation In a lecture on 
February 21st D r  Ogburn believes that  the popu- 
i a t~on  of the United States will probably become 
stable a t  about 175,000,000 In the year 1970 He 
sald "Birth control and the decreasing birth- 
rate will influence the u'tlmate population greatly 
The blrth-rate is still gomg down, but ~t must stop 
somewhere Possibly bables will be supplled ac- 
cording t o  the laws of supply and demand wh~ch 
control the amounts of other products, such as 
potatoes " The members of the comm~ssion are 
Chairman, Wesley C Mitchell, director of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Economic Research, vice-chair- 
man, Prof Charles E Mernam of the University 

Notes 
of Chicago, Shelby M Harrlson of the Russel1 
Sage Foundation, Prof Howard W Odu-n of the 
Unwers~ty of North Carolina, D r  Al~ce  Hunt, and 
D r  Ogburn 

P ~ E W  JERSEY The Orange Memorial Hospltal has 
estabhshed a birth control servlce of 

the dispensary type through its Gynecolopcal De- 
partment The medlcal and soc~al  treatment of 
cases will be ldentlcal m t h  the procedure of the 
Maternal Health Center of the New Jersey Birth 
Control League The same case hlstory records 
are being used and D r  Dorothy Lottndge, on 
the staff of the Maternal Health Center, 1s in 
charge 

The New Jersey League 1s cooperating m t h  
other chnics In working towards the establishment 
of s~milar  clinlcal service New Jersey Jumor  
League members are actwe In the New Jersey 
League 

Mrs Willard B Kmg, chalrman of the birth 
control dlvlslon of the Soclal Hypene Commit- 
tee of the New Jersey League of Women Voters, 
debated with Miss Mary Hawks, pres~dent of the 
Amer~can Cathollc Women's Assocmt~on on Barth 
Control, m Nutley on February 26th 

NEW YOEK Recent meetings on blrth control have 
been held as follows D r  A P Van 

Deusen addressed the Peeksklll Rotary Club on 
March 5th, making a plea for a thorough analysis 
and understandmg of birth control, Guy Irvlng 
Burch spoke a t  the Soclety for the Popular~zatlon 
of Modern Sc~ence on March 17th HIS subject was 
Changes an Factors Affectmg Popdataon, Mrs 
Isadora Kerr spoke on blrth control a t  the Katle 
Ferguson House Settlement on March 17th, and 
Mrs F Robertson Jones addressed the Wednes- 
day Afternoon Club on March 18th 

NORTH CAROLINA The American Birth Control 
League has been inv~ted to pal- 

tuxpate in the dedication of the Duke Univers~ty 
School of Medlclne and the Duke Hosp~ ta l  of Dur- 
ham on Apnl  20th This recogmt~on of the rela- 
tlon between the League and a medlcal instltut~on 
is significant 



OHIO TIIC C~tuens '  Comm~ttec on Maternal Health 
of C~ncinnati held its fiist public meeting 

on RIaich 26tli Colonel Clarcnce 0 Sherrill pre- 
sldctl, and D r  Henry P r a t t  Faircliild, president 
of the Aiiieiican Eugcnics Society, spoke on Popu- 
Io t~on Control and Unemployment 

PEX\S> LVAXIA Pi ofcssor Neil Carothers lectured 
a t  Pachard Auditorium in Beth- 

Iclicm on RI~rcl i  2nd on Poverty and Populatron 
and polnted out that the immense pressure of 
bicetl~ng population forces on the world the con- 
t l nud  e\istcncc of poveity Controlled fecundity, 
according to  D r  Carothers, is perhaps the only 
solution of the evils of the present economic and 
socid conditions 

The Rlaternal Health Center a t  6800 Market 
St1 cct, P l ~ ~ l d e l p h i a ,  is now receiv~ng patients sent 
foi biith control advlce by workers in 7 3  welfare 
o i g z n ~ ~ z t i o n s  The  treasurer, Mrs Stuart  Mudd, 
ruses a yearly budget of $0,000 efficiently and 
qu~e t l j  Ably assisted by Mrs J a y  Schamberg, 
RIrs Mudd has this clinlc on the road towards real 
financ~al stability 

The Bctlilclieni Bwth Control Lcague, meetlng 
on Alarcll Cith, was addressed by D r  H 0 Rohr- 
b r d i  The Allegli~ny County Bii th Control League 
nict on March 14th and heard Florence Fisher 
P.u i j ,  of the Pittsbuigh Press, speak on I Dare 
Sny IVllat I Tl~inh About Birth Control D r  
Gcoige A Lundbe~g,  D r  Florence M Teagarden 
also spohe 

The Penusylxania B ~ r t h  Control Federation 
held its annual meetmg on March 18 The Pre- 
zrentzon of Dependency was the general topic for 
d~scussion O r  Henry P r a t t  Fairchild, Clinch Cal 
kins and D r  G Victor Janvier were among the 
spcahei s 

INDIA 

CCORDING to  a March 16th Associated Press A report a census just completed shows that  
India's populat~on has Increased more than 32, 
000,000 in the past decade The total population 
is now 351,000,000 

P O R T 0  RICO 

R JOSE PADIN, Comm~ssioner of Educa- 
cation, addressed a group of v ~ t m g  Amen- 

can students on March 7th and described the Porto 

trine seems to  have found complete j ~ ~ t i f i ~ a t l ~ n  In 
Port0 Rico The  population has grown about 1,000 
percent in the last century and a quarter, without 
a corresponding lncrease In the means of subsist- 
ance The Malthusian checks, such as war, pesti- 
lence and birth control have proved ineffective 
Our average income is about $150 a year We have 
more than 600,000 ch~ldren under fourteen years, 
practically all dependent, and one-th~rd of them 
undelnourisbed " 

ENGLAND 

T HE National Birth Control Council of 26 
Ecclseton Street, London, reports consider- 

able ectivity among Local Authonties with regard 
to  the Ministry of Health Memorandum of July, 
1930 Already several Councils have adopted 
schemes for  providing contraceptive advice wlthin 
the terms of the Memorandum and many others 
are considering the matter 

Three Metropolitan Boroughs in London have 
passed schemes and one of these, the Borough of 
Shoreditch, 1s estabhshing a Women's hospital 
a t  which birth control advice will be gwen A plan 
on somewhat similar lines has been accepted by 
blanchester City Council Birmingham has refused 
to take any actlon Bath, ~ n ~ h t o n ,  Leicester, Lln- 
'oh, Rotherham and Worthing are among the 
towns which will proxide advice a t  special sessions 
of the Mateinlty and Chlld Welfare centres for 
cases which fall within the terms of the Memo- 
randum 

The National Birth Control Council has been 
concentrating mainly on work In this connection 
md is In touch with many Local Authonties The 
Council has been able to  suggest methods of or- 
ganization, explain difficult points and arrange for  
the training of doctors and nurses who will do the 
work, while also acting as  a source of ~nformation 
as  to  what is being done throughout the country 

I n  nearly all cases special sessions for  contra- 
ceptive advice will be held, the frequency of these 
to depend on the demand Wherever possible, the 
premises and equipment of the ante-natal c l~mc  d 
be used I n  one case the information will be given 
a t  ordinary sessions of the Welfare Centre, but not 
In such a way as  t o  interfere with the normal work 
of the Centre I n  many cases private doctors are 
bang  notified by the Med~cal Officer of Health of 
the establishment of the cllnic and Health Visitors 

Rican situation as  follows "The Malthusian doc- and Midwives are instructed to  tell women about it 



B I R T H  C O N T R O L  R E V I E W  

Letters horn Readers 
SELF CONTROL P L U S  B l R T R  CONTEOL-AN 

EASTERN VIEW 

I am interested in population problems as  a fac- 
t o r  in world polltics and world peace, and am thus 
lndlrectly interested In blrth control I n  my opin- 
Ion, most of the wlse leaders of the  West-Bert- 
rand Russell, Havelock Ellis and others-place 
too much false emphasls on "sex" and "sexual en- 
joyment " The  psychological problem of "inh~bl- 
tlon and self-control" must be understood Llfe 1s 
not a machine and physlcal functioning in the sex 
field is not the most vltal t h m g  m lrfe 

I think those who a re  really interested in the  
evolution of hlgh types of humanity should not 
only thlnk of the  necessity of b ~ r t h  control, bu t  
t r y  t o  inculcate such educational ideas as  a r e  es- 
sential f o r  a self-controlled hfe 

T h e  new awakenmg of women in Indla 1s a 
most hopeful th lng It disproves all the  theones of 
the pseudo-soclal sclentlsts who preached about 
the  "Unchangmg East", e tc  T h e  awakening 
women of India will help your  cause, furthermore, 
they will possibly br ing in a new element w h ~ c h  is 
lacklng m the bir th  control movement i n  the Wes t  

I am afraid  youth nowadays 1s t aught  t o  p u t  a 
premium on sex mdulgence, and practice blr th  
control t o  avold certaln consequences wh~ch  mlght 
mvolve responsibility This  is ruinous W h a t  is 
necessary is not  undue sex indulgence and blrth 
control, bu t  self control in sexual life plus birth 
control 

TAEAKNATH DAS 
Munzch, Germany 

FROM THE AZORES 

W h a t  is the  att l tude of the  people and  govern- 
ment of the Unlted States  about bir th  control? 

I n  my island, Flores, 15 by 9 mdes wlde, most of 
the surface waste, there is a population of over 
9,000 constantly increasmg, without any  place t o  
immigrate Old folks who know what llfe means, 
who know t h a t  ~t is impossible t o  live only in the 
grace of God, t h e j  hide them faces when they see 
young couples g o  t o  the a l t a r  wlthout even a two 
room house of them own waitmg for  them 

I believe the problem of Flores 1s the same the 
world over W e  would be crowded off the ear th  if 
i t  were not for  starvation and war  Overpopulation 
means war, and war  is the absurdest of absurdltles 
Unless the ~ntelhgent  take the trouble t o  instruct 
the ignorant we'll march t o  another war, dlsgrace 
and shame 

Blr th  control will help t o  ehmlnate disease, pro- 
mote the welfare of the ~ndlvidual, of the family 
and soclety Continence may be the ideal a s  the 
Cathollc Church p o d s  out, bu t  we may leave it 
fo r  the t ~ m e  when we become angels 

Santa Cmz, Pbres, Azores 

A PEOGEFSSIVE, N O T  A MONKEY AGE 

T o  THE EDITOR 
I think your  readers will be Interested In the fol- 

lowing letter whlch I have sent t o  M r  Ralph Bur- 
ton of the N a t ~ o n a l  Patr lot lc  Society 

Your  protest  agalnst Margaret  Sanger's appeal 
t o  save women and children from the evils of thls 
man-made world must have taken a good deal of 
courage-you being a man and not  a woman Cer- 
talnly woman should be the  one t o  decide this most 
vltal question t o  her and t o  the world You elen 
g o  so f a r  a s  t o  say  tha t  birth control, i n h a t e d  by 
Margaret  Sanger long before the Russian relolu- 
t ~ o n ,  is the "catspaw of Communism'" I f  ~t were 
true, Russia would have vlsion beyond o u r  own 

And your  M r  Monlaven of the Cathollc Wel- 
fare  Assoclat~on-ls he thlnkmg of the welfare of 
mothers and ~ h i l d r e n  when he misuses the word 
"obscene," in speakmg of women who wlsh t o  glve 
some thought t o  brlngmg unwanted children mto  
a n  indifferent world? Who is he-who a re  you, o r  
any  man-that you presume t o  lay down the law 
to  women 

T h e  wish f o r  chll2ren is the only excuse for  
motherhood More power t o  the  ploneers of this 
crusade fo r  woman's emanclpatlon from man's 
thraldom, and fo r  children's right t o  be born uhcn, 
and when only, they are  wanted Never must they 
be accidents T h e  church and the s ta te  must keep 
hands off these most personal affairs Human lnes  
cannot be so l ightlj  tossed into this vale of tears, 



because some men still thmk it is woman's job and 
her only job It is quite evldent t h a t  such men 
never should have been born Thank goodness, we 
a re  livmg In a progressive age, not in the monkey 

age 
KATE C R A ~ E  GARTZ 

Calaforn~a 

W H O  WII  L ABUSE KNOWLEDGE ? 

Let  us meet the issue squarely T h e  opponents 
of birth control assert t h a t  ~f contraceptwe 
knowIedge becomes general, it will be abused This  
1s a t ~ i s m  t h a t  should be accepted wlthout argu- 
ment Let  us g r a n t  this point t o  the reactionanes, 
and ask who will commlt the offense? 

There 1s but one answer those who now resort  
t o  abortion, infanticide and  desertion will be the 
only offenders These crimes will disappear ips0 
facto, wlth contraceptive knowledge Morality, 
common sense and re l~glon are  all on the side of 
the reformers T h e  population-need of the world 
today 1s better people, not  more people Deslred 
children will not only be prepared for but will be 
cared f o r  This  means human betterment 

C V ROMAN, M D 
Nashvzlle, Tenm 

BOOKS R E C E I V E D  

MORALS OF TOMORROW, by Ralph W Sockman 
Harper and Bros , New York $2 50 

A NEW THEORY OF HEREDITY, b y  G A Gaskell 
C W Danzel Co , London 2s 6d 

THE PASSIONATE PILGRIM, A Life of Annie Besant, 
by Gertrude M a w i n  Williams Coward-Me- 
Cann, New York  $3 50 

SOCIAL CONTROL OF SEX EXPRESSION, by Geoffrey 
May W d l m  Morrow, New York $3 00 

POPULATION AND BIRTH CONTROL IN INDIA, by 
M u r a n  S Krlshnamurthi A y y a r  Pdlrshed by  
tAe Author, Madras, India 

THE PARABLE OF THE VIRGINS, by Mary  Lapsley 
Rzchard R Smzth, Znc , New York  $2 50 

AN I N T B ~ D U C T O R Y  STUDY O F  THE FAMILY, by Ed- 
g a r  Schmiedeler The Century Co , New York 

I A N N O U N C E M E N T  
Owlng to the death of Dr James Freyer 
Cooper on March 27th, hls private of- 
fice at  33 Madison Avenue, New York, 
has been d l s c o n t l n u e d  

P R I M I T I V E  PSYCHOLOGY A N D  B I R T H  CONTROL 
(Contmwd from page 114) 

reasons fo r  supposing t h a t  a s ta te  of complete ~ g -  
norance of the connection between sexual inter- 
course and birth ever exlsted universally, except a t  
a very remote o r  primeval p e r ~ o d  A s ta te  of ne- 
science may be found in isolated ~nstances,  but  
must be Interpreted as  the  result of particular his- 
torical factors, and  may conceivably supersede a 
s ta te  of knowledge T h e  nature of primitive psy- 
chology, however, is such t h a t  it readily permits 
numerous bekefs concerning conception t o  exist 
simultaneously with knowledge of a n  association 

going evidence it wlll be clearly seen t h a t  t h ~ s  as- 
sumption is a false one, and t h a t  the existence of 
birth control in pnmitwe soclety cannot be dls- 
proved on such a basis 

As  a mat ter  of fact,  concrete d a t a  have been 
unearthed within the last  few years whlch dlsclose 
actual instances of primitive contraception How 
numerous these are, how effective they are, and 
how often they occur 111 comparison with other 
population controls, I shall discuss in a subsequent 
article 

between mtercourse and birth 
'See E S Hartland,  Pnm~ttve  Paterruty 

B u t  what bearing does all of this have upon Franz B O ~ S ,   he Esktmo of Bafftn Land -i Hudron B U ~  
birth control in primitive society ? As suggested 'C~aplleka,  Abongtnal Stbena 

' W Cooke, The Nattues of Northern Indm 
a t  the beginning of this article, there have been . A  R Brown, Beltefs Concernmg Chddbwth, Man 1912 
many denials tha t  birth control exists a t  all among 'A A Goldenwelser, review of Hartlad's Pnmlt*ve Pate* 

rty, Amerlcan Anthropologist, N S 19, 1911 
primitive peoples These are bascd up0n the as- B Mallnowsk~, The Father m Pmmrtzve Psychology 
sumption t h a t  pnmltive ignorance of conception ' Malinowskl, The Sptnts of the Dead an the Trobnand II-  

lands, Journal Anthropolog~cal Inrt~tute, Vol 46, p 407 
makes such a practlce impossible From the fore- a ~ h ,  pather pnmltlue psychology 



SEVENTY 
B I R T H  C O N T R O L  

CLINICS 

DETAILED survey and analysis A by Caroline H Robmson, IS 
sued by the Nat~onal Committee on 
Maternal Health Tells of 71,845 pa 
bents treated, medical personnel and 
scient~fic standmg, percentage of suc- 
cess, fees charged, laws, eugenic ef 
fect Recommended as a Directory to 
parents desirlng professional advxce, 
a handbook for use m the movement 
and for b~rth rate students 

WILLIAMS & W I L K I N S  
BALTIMORE, MD 

Order from the Or from the 
PUBLISHER BIRTH COVTROL REVIEW 

P H Y S I C I A N S '  M A N U A L  
O F  B I R T H  C O N T R O L  

Bg 

Antomette F Komkow, M D 
Author of "Voluntary Motherhood" 

The Techn~que, The Merits, and The De- 
ments of Every B r t h  Control Method 

Now Generally Advocated or  Practiced 

Em~hasrs on Practical Procedure 
Follows the Pattent, s tep by  atep, from 
her entronce mto  the Phyxman'r Of lcs  
t o  her departure adequately mn8tructed 

245 PAGES Illustrated $4 00, express prepald 

Statsucal Revlew of Over 1000 Cases 

SOLD T O  PHYSICIANS ONLY 

Order from 

B U C H H O L Z  P U B L I S H I N G  C O M P A N Y  
1440 Broadway, New Y o r k  Clty 

Please use letter head or presmpttn blank In oldenng 
Remattnnce ahuuld accompany order 

To Promote the General Practzce of Bzrth Control 

THE AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 

plans: 
1 TO ESTABLISH, IN EVERY CENTER OF POPULATION, CLINICS where the poor 

may receive contraceptive advlce from physicians 

2 TO ACQUAINT PHYSICIANS throughout the Unlted States with the most 
approved methods of contracept~on 

3 TO WORK FORTHE AMENDMENT of such laws as interfere with the prescrip- 
t ~ o n  of contracept~on by physic~ans 

4 TO DEMONSTRATE TO THE PUBLIC, by means of lectures, pamphlets and the 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, the importance of blrth control to the family, the com- 
munlty and the race 

T o  carry out this program and finance it, THE LEAGUE NEEDS THE HELP of 
everyone who belleves in it 

R e a d  t h e  R e v z e w  J o z n  t h e L e a g u e  S e n d  y o u r  C h e c k  T O D A Y  


