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In the Good Old Days

The Fourteen Children of Robert Page, Woolstapler
From a Brass mn Cwencester Church

OoMPLETELY overshadowed by the more
C spectacular Lambeth Conference, a
memorandum (No 153) 1ssued by the Min-
istry of Health in England has attracted
but little attention It s, however, the turn-
ing point 1n the long struggle to provide con-
traceptive information for the poor whose
only contact with the medical profession 1s
through the Maternal and Child Welfare
Centres After a guarded statement that “it
1s the view of the Government that 1t 1s not
the function of the Centres to give advice in
regard to Birth Control,” the memorandum
continues ““in cases where there are medical
grounds for giving advice on contraceptive
methods to married women mn attendance at
the Centres, 1t may be given, but such advice
should be himited to cases where further preg-
nancy would be detrimental to health ™

It 1s not hkely that the Mimistry of Health
will retract the rules laid down in this
memorandum and the obvious future de-
velopments are toward broader provisions
That this change should be comcident with
England’s economic depression and the un-

employment situation 1s natural The rela-
tion between population pressure and unem-
ployment hardly needs elucidation Accord-
ing to the Mwmstry of Labor Gazette, un-
employment figures for July were
Great Britain 1,972,700
Germany 1,857,474
France, on the other hand, reports for 1929
a high peak of 8,257 unemployed in Febru-
ary, sinking as low as 385 in September It
should be pointed out that since 1800 the
population of France has increased from 27
million to 40 million, while that of England
has increased from 8 mallion to 40 mlhon
during the same time Any school-boy can
understand the law of supply and demand,
and draw the inferences from these figures
The National Child Labor Committee
points out mn its September bulletin that one
of the concomitants of adult unemployment
1s an mncrease 1n child labor We have often
shown the connection between over-sized
families and child labor Overpopulation,
which throws the adult wage-earner out of
work and forces the child into make-shift,
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underpaid jobs, 1s also a basic cause of child
labor The vicious tangle developes and will
continue until both the nation and the world
as a whole realizes that its numbers can be
consciously controlled

TATISTICS compiled by Vladimir Woytin-
S sky and published by the Pan-Europa
League in Vienna are of interest in this con-
nection General economic depression and
unemployment, according to Woytinsky, 1s
caused by the fact that Europe 1s trying
to find work for more people than 1t ever did
before, perhaps more than it ever can The
ten mmllion men who fell m the war have
been balanced by a 10,000,000 drop in emi-
gration, and the only solution of the problem
1s Birth Control “War has shown itself an
ineffective preventive of overpopulation
What was unachievable for heavy artillery,
airships, tanks and poison gases must be
achieved by a birth-rate decline in war years,
and birth-rate regulation after war”

¥ we were asked to single out the one most
I immportant result of the Lambeth Con-
ference we mught be tempted, at the risk of
iwrreverence, to pomnt to the widespread and
unprecedented publiaity given to the subject
of Birth Control On careful exammnation,
the actual pronouncement of the Bishops 1s
muld enough, but the newspaper space ac-
corded 1t, the comments and counter com-
ments that filled the English and, to a lesser
degree, the American press cannot fail to
make a deep impression on the general pub-
Le In addition, we must not lose sight of the
actual effect in Enoland of the Bishops’ reso-
Iution on Birth Control Mrs Anme G Por-
ritt, Secretary of the American Birth Con-
trol League, who 1s able to size up the
situation both as a veteran in the Birth Con-
trol movement and as an Englhshwoman,
writes

It 15 almost impossible to exaggerate the impor-
tance of the Bishops’ pronouncement Everybody
who 1s “anybody”, here in England, belongs nom-
nally, at least, to the Established Church and a
pronouncement by the Bishops of that church 1s
of far greater national importance than the pro-
nouncement of any great body of churchmen m
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America There are vigorous minority protests,
but the Bishops have spoken and no future con-
ference will go back on that pronouncement
Henceforward the standard of morals of the Eng-
bish nation includes a proper use of Birth Control
The consequence will, sooner or later, be the ac-
ceptance of this standard by the government 1n
regard to the Health Centers, for the ban on Birth
Control cannot now be maintained That the utter-
ance was guarded 1s not mmportant

Bishop Ernest M Stires of the Protestant
Episcopal Diocese of Long Island, one of
the prominent members of the American
delegation at the Lambeth Conference, ex-
pressed his approval of the resolution, say-
ng

If there 1s any subject upon which the church
and science should unite, 1t 1s Birth Control It
will safeguard effectively the health and mental and
economic conditions of many famihes It 1s war-
ranted mn cases where the father 1s out of work,
where the physical condition of the parents s poor
and i such cases where there 15 a succession of
babies each year and where the mother 1s too weak
to take care of those she already has

The report of the conference on Birth Control
criticizes most emphatically the refusal to bring
children mnto the world for selfish reasons In the
report the subject was treated with greatest rev-
erence

In this matter the church has acted with vmsion,
understanding and great courage and it will be dis-
covered that 1t has strengthened 1ts real foundation
with a spint of reverence that has never been sur-
passed It has measured up to the hight and needs
of the twentieth century Never has 1t been more
genunely conservative and at the same time never
more progressive

To present the other side of the picture,
we quote the Right Reverend Paul Mat-
thews, Episcopal Bishop of New Jersey,
who was one of the sixty-seven voting against
the resolution, and who “disassociated” him-
self from the conference

I think the statement was somewhat too broad
In England this question 1s much to the fore, and
1t 1s discussed with considerable frankness That
1s not so of America We are often accused of being
Puritanical and prudish, but I think, in matters of
this kind, 1t 1s an advantage to be prudish Resolu-
tions of this character are apt to lead to msunder-
standing For the church to lend itself to a move-
ment of this kind 1s most unfortunate
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Too many bars have been let down abroad al-
ready I think they are behaving loosely over there
Loosely 1s the word

raISE and blame have been meted out to

the American Red Cross since 1t an-
nounced 1ts policy of discontinmng famine
relief work in China The possibility of at-
tacking the problem in a fundamental way
mstead of abandoning 1t 1s rarely discussed,
or 15 dismissed as mmpossible Walter H
Mallory, former Executive Secretary of the
China International Fammne Rehef Com-
mussion, 1 a speech at the recent Institute
of Politics at Willamstown, said that in hs
opmion Birth Control, which would solve
China’s food problem, 1s rendered imprac-
ticable by social traditions and the vital con-
cepts of the Chinese people, and that, be-
cause of the mapphecability of Birth Control,
he doubts if any permanent improvement of
conditions 1s now possible Recent periodi-
cals from China seem to indicate that this 1s
not the case On page 300 we print an editor-
1al from The China Critic, a hberal weekly,
“Wanted a Birth Control and Matermty
Clinie,” and excerpts from “The Slaughter
of the Innocents,” an article 1n the mission-
ary monthly The Chinese Recorder We do
not 1imply that these articles and periodicals
are typical of the press of the country, but
they are at least an indication of what the
vanguard 1s thinking

HE general onward march of religious

groups toward a liberal position on Brirth
Control was locally retarded when the
Methodist Episcopal convention of East
Wisconsin failled to endorse a resolution
“urging a more ntelhigent study from a
Christian point of view, of the whole matter
of voluntary parenthood, and approving m
general the principle of voluntary parent-
hood with proper restrictions ” According to
newspaper accounts, the resolution was lost
by a two-thirds vote, the younger element,
roughly speaking, voting in favor of Birth
Control A forward spurt 1s indicated by the
news that the Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union of Stark County, Ohio, at its
fittieth session, has declared 1itself in favor
of Birth Control Small as this particular
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local body doubtless 1s, 1ts action 1s signifi-
cant It should be remembered that the New
York East Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Chureh adopted a report asking
for the removal of legal restrictions on Birth
Control and approving of the founding of
chnics, last April The tide of battle will
doubtless ebb and flow, but no one who has
watched the developments of the last few
months can question 1ts general direction

Sherwood Eddy’s article on “Birth Con-
trol in Asia” and the statementsof two Y M
C A secretaries on “Birth Control and Sex
Education,” which have appeared in the last
two 1ssues of the Review, have brought us in-
quiries and contacts with many workers 1n
theY M C A and allied fields It s obvious
that the gradual recognition by religious bod-
1es of Birth Control as a constructive force
1s domg much to remove the taboo against
which the entire subject has so long strug-
gled

mE Commussion of Social Justice of the

Central Conference of American Rabbis
has recently stated 1ts position on Birth Con-
trol as follows

Birth 1s one of the many forces of nature which
hke steam, air, gravitation, electrieity and chemi-
cal valence, succumb to human control as civhza-
tion progresses When the telligent regulation
of birth can avert suffering and degradation, the
voice of mercy speaks That voice should not go
unheeded It was not unheeded among the sages of
the Jewish past

N Nullification or Repeal, published mn
IthlS 1ssue, Miss Kenyon discusses some-
thing which hes at the basis of any plans
for Buth Control work mn individual states
and 1n the country at large Restrictive legis-
lation exists 1n varymg degrees, from the
general Federal Statutes governing the mail,
to the mndividual and sometimes mvolved
state restrictions on the purchase of contra-
ceptive supphes Nullification under pres-
sure of public opimion 1s suggested as an al-
ternative for the more difficult process of re-
peal It 1s a choice which commends itself
through its practicality, its precedent and 1ts
sound psychology
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Nullification or Repeal?

By DOROTHY KENYON

EAR after year our Birth Control advocates
appear hat 1n hand at the doors of our state
capitals, seeking repeal or amendment of a very
short statute that has been on our statute books
for a scant seventy years or s0 A recent statute,
as such things go, and with commumnity sentiment
sharply divided as to 1ts merits How 1t would
survive on a referendum vote (assuming the mm-
possible, of an electorate fully informed and un-
swayed by emotion or misleading propaganda) 1t
1s mpossible to say Yet there 1t stands, and 1t ap-
pears impossible to get rid of 1t or even to get a
vote m the legislature one way or the other on1t
This nertia of law 1s a common phenomenom
It 1s more difficult to get rid of one old law than to
pass a dozen new ones And 1n a sense 1t 1s well that
1t should be so For if our laws mmmediately re-
sponded to every wave of feehng that swept or
appeared to sweep over the electorate there would
be no stability anywhere Some rules we must have
And they must not change too ofter or we will not
know how to play the game

HOW CAN THE DILEMMA BE SOLVED?

Our Birth Control advocates therefore find
themselves 1n a dilemma How 1s 1t possible to pre-
serve contimnty and certainty in our rules of law
and at the same time get rid of those rules that
have grown obsolete or obnoxious? Is repeal of
the rule the only answer? Or 1s there another way
out?

Law 1n the first instance 1s merely the crystal-
lization of custom And custom 1s no more than
what most of us are in the habit of doing most of
the time The sanction of law 1s not altogether the
pohiceman It 1s much more the pressure of cus-
tom and habit behind the policeman Take that
pressure away and we are hkely to want to defy
the policeman Produce pressare in the opposite
direction and we are likely to find the policeman
himself reluctant to enforce what the commumty
(and therefore the pohiceman) disapproves The
Volstead Act is our outstanding illustration of
that sort of thing It has shown us that to pass a
law 1s not enough We must also enforce it And we

literally cannot enforce it 1f sufficient of the comn-
mumnity 1s opposed In the last analysis, therefore,
law 15 not what our legislators give us but what the
community 1s wilhng to take

The Volstead Act brought this social phenom-
enon out 1nto the open But 1t has always existed
among us It 15 not new, it 1s not radical, it 1s not
even subversive It 1s what might be described as
the homely policy of group common-sense Let us
take 1t out of 1ts controversial setting of liquor or
Birth Control, let us forget the Civil War mmph-
cations of its title of “Nullfication”, let us put it
m a genumnely homely setting, and see what it
amounts to Let us take a case where the habits of
the community are estabhished and appear good to
us and yet where they have not always been as
they are now To most of us 1t seems reasonable
and proper to use the telephone on Sunday, to go
for a ride 1n a trolley-car, to buy a soda at the
drug-store, or even to go to a movie on Sunday
In New Jersey people do all these things on Sun-
day Practically no one 1s shocked, practically no
one 18 disturbed by them Yet they are all of them
illegal, that 1s to say, agamst the letter of the law
The Sunday Blue Laws are old laws, enacted at a
time when telephones and trolley-cars were un-
heard of, at & time when customs were utterly dif-
ferent from what they are now The custom
changed, the law did not But the commumty was
able to get away from the law by the simple ex-
pedient of forgetting about 1t It became a dead-
letter, prosecutors and policemen gave up trymg
to enforce 1t, the pubhe smmply disobeyed it
through ignorance and with impumty

The extent to which prosecutors exercise their
discretion i deciding what laws are to be enforced
and how vigorously 1s sometlung that comes as a
surprise to the average layman He probably vis-
ualizes each prosecutor as enforcmng all of the laws
all of the time Of course no prosecutor does or
could do such a thing He has not got a large
enough force of men under him to begin with, and
then there are far too many laws What he does
do 1s to pick and choose, as best he may, the laws
that seem to him the most important or for the en-
forcement of which there 1s the most msistent pub-
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lic pressure Bluelaws are rarely enforced because,
as one prosecutor frankly put it, enforcement of
such laws would make him the laughing-stock of
the commumty In the case of laws to which the
sentiment of the commumty is violently opposed
(as for instance, the hquor laws 1n certamn locali-
ties) juries are hkely to reflect this sentiment and
to refuse to convict people for violating them The
hikelihood that he cannot secure a conviction has
deterred many a prosecutor from bringing suits
of this nature He knows that the jury 1s hikely to
nulhfy his efforts And he does not care to spend
his time in futile efforts to enforce a law that has
become by force of public sentiment well mgh un-
enforceable Fear of ridicule, of futility, of popu-
lar disapproval, these are the things that largely
motivate, consciously or unconsciously, most of
those officers of the law who are charged with 1its
enforcement

A STUDY OF NULLIFICATION

So we find nullification in high places A study
recently made of the practices of district attorneys
throughout the country 1s worth quoting 1n this
connection Professor Schuyler C Wallace of Col-
umbia Unmiversity recently addressed a letter to the
approximately three thousand local prosecuting
attorneys throughout the Umited States asking
them to mndicate, if they would, the extent to which
mn the administration of their respective offices
they made use of their discretion to the point of
actually nullif ying archaic or unpopular laws still
on the statute books The rephes received form the
basis of an article recently contributed by him to
the Political Science Quarterly (Vol XLV, p
347) under the title “Nullification a Process of
Government” It 1s interesting to see the type of
laws that this nullification process has had the ef-
fect of more or less repealing Professor Wallace
specially notes the speed laws, the Sunday clesing
(+ e the Blue) laws, and certamn “laws dealing
with the problem of sex, particularly that relatng
to adultery”

Typical of an out-of-date traffic law 1s the one
quoted by him which would require a man to walk
on foot 1n front of every engine or machine driven
upon a highway Taken Lterally this would re-
quire a man to walk in front of every automobile,
an obviously absurd situation In its out-of-date-
ness 1t 15 somewhat on a par with the requirement
that every tramn on Tenth Avenue n New York
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City must be preceded by a man on horseback, a
sight that may still be seen, presumably not be-
cause 1t 15 desirable but because franchise rights
depend upon 1t In the case quoted by Professor
Wallace enforcement would mamfestly be absurd
and presumably was not even attempted

As an mstance of the impossibibty of enforcing
Blue Laws, Professor Wallace quotes the case of a
man 1ndicted for buying a candy-bar on Sunday,
who admitted the offense at his trial and was ac-
quitted in three minutes by the jury Presumably
that prosecutor did not try to enforce that par-
ticular law soon again

Adultery 1s another crime for which prosecu-
tions are rarely brought, even i states where di-
vorces for adultery are of fairly common occur-
rence Making all due allowance for the difference
between the quantity of proof required 1 a civil
as distingmished from a ermmnal proceeding, 1t
nevertheless remains true either that the district
attorney hesitates to mdict under such a statute or
else that the amount of evidence required by the
court to prove the crime (and this 1s unquestion-
ably true of New York State)} 1s so excessive as
to make 1t practically impossible ever to prove the
fact of adultery This 1s possibly an instance of
Judge-made nullfication of law, the judges who
first sat upon such a case perhaps unconsciously
disapproving the law and therefore setting up an
mmpossible standard of proof for 1t

Among other statutes which certain district at-
torneys admit they make no serious attempt to en-
force are some of the local state Birth Control
statutes

The conclusion that Professor Wallace draws
from his correspondence with these district attor-
neys 1s as follows

The fact 1s that the laws have been and are
being nullified and that the practice of nulls-
fication by admemstrative officers acting
either on thewr own volition or under the pres-
sure of local public opimion 18 a wndespread
and seemangly accepted process of qovern-
ment

In general, four impulses seem to have
motivated the prosecutors in their policy of
maction (a) the desire to make their actions
conform to local public opimon, (b) the be-
Lief that 1t 18 & waste of time and public money
to take action where, no matter how strong the
evidence, an acquittal by a jury will be the
probable result, (¢) the conviction that the
enforcement of the particular law 1n question
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will produce injustice rather than justice, and
(d) confidence that through the substitution
of a reasonable discretion on their part better
social results will be achieved than through
the strict enforcement of the law

Whatever the motive, the fact 1s that these
enforcement officers have been and are substi-
tuting their own judgments for that of the
constitutionally ordained pohcy-determining
body and mn so domg have actually been nulh-
fying the law The further fact 1s that the
practice of nulhfication has long been an ac-
cepted phase of our process of government

Nullification then 1s an accepted practice m
government Whatever 1ts faults, whatever its ad-
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vantages (and 1t admittedly has both) the only
point we need now consider 1s i1ts value if any to the
Birth Control movement Shall the Birth Control
advocates continue to go, hat 1n hand, every year
to our state capitals? Or would they do better to
forget the legislature and concentrate upon pubhe
opimion, 1n the hope that some day the sentiment
of the commumity may be strong enough to mm-
press our enforcement officers and to affect their
behavior, in which case the Birth Control law
might well become just another one of those out-of-
date statutes? I cannot amswer the question, I
merely point out some of the possibihities

Heywood Broun on Birth Control

Mr Broun ss runming for Congress on the Socialist twcket wn the 17th Congres-
sional District, Manhattan Hrs opponents, the Honorable Ruth Pratt and Judge
Lows B KErodsky, were also wuoited to coniribute to this wssue but deciimed

HE BIRTH CONTROL MOVEMENT has of
late gained considerable momentum The re-
port of the Lambeth conference 1s sure to have
echoes over here, and yet the fight 1s still a hard
one The first move ought to be a drive against the
existing Federal Post Office Censorship Law I
happen to know something about this because I
was co-author with Margaret Leech of a biog-
raphy of Anthony Comstock Mr Comstock’s
name, 1n so far as 1t has not been forgotten, has
become a symbol of bigotry and intolerance In-
deed, George Bernard Shaw turned him into a
noun, and comstockery 1s still used 1n the language
as an easy designation for an antiquated type of
mnd Mr Comstock 1s almost a joke today, and
yet the law which he put over still stands and 1s
far from a joke
Not only does the Federal Post Office law pre-
vent the dissemination of Birth Control informa-
tion through the mails, but 1t holds up a number
of standard and authoritative medical books on all
kinds of subjects pertaming to sex
I have always been disappomnted in the small
amount of support which the Birth Control move-
ment has had from physicians Naturally, we all
know the exceptional men and women doctors who
have fought hard for a hberal attitude But the
profession as a whole has been either frightened
or imndifferent It seems to me that they should

realize how important a phase of medical freedom
they are overlooking There has been recently a
great deal of protest on the part of doctors against
the provisions of the Volstead Act which himit the
amount of alecohol which a doctor may preseribe
for his patients It has been said, and truthfully
I think, that this ought to be left to the doctor If
we trust the physician at all—and we should trust
him—we canmeot limit him 1n matters of professional
judgment As a matter of fact, even if you don’t
want to trust the medical profession, you have to
When a man 1s very sick and calls 1n a doctor he
quite obviously 1s putting his fate in the hands of
this mar He may say if he chooses, “I don’t want
any doctor ” But the moment he calls one 1n, 1t 15
the appointment of an adviser whose decisions must
be accepted

In the same way, I think, 1t 1s gross mterference
for the state to place precise hmtations on the
doctor’s privilege of imparting contraceptive n-
formation As you know, 1t 1s now possible in most
states for a doctor 1n all legality to give contra-
ceptive information to a patient when he has rea-
son to believe that pregnancy would be dangerous
to her health This 1s done regularly in the case of
cardiacs, and people suffering from tuberculosis
and kidney ailments But there still remain two
fields 1n which the need of protection against preg-
nancy may be very important Legally, in New
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York and Minnesota, for example, the docto: has
no right to take nto consideration the economic
status of his patient I am afraid no New York
court would hold at the moment that it was per-
missible for a physician to say, “Surely, I will
gwe you contraceptive information because you
are far too poor to have a child at the present
time ” Now, what does this entail? It means that
many working women must remamn on the job
almost up to the moment of final confinement, and
that also they must return to work at a time when
they are not yet fully recovered It also means that
children are going to be born into the world to
fanulies where malnutntion will be inevitable
Surely, 1t 15 to the interest of the state to cut down
the birth-rate 1n homes where the progress of the
child 1s certain to be endangered by poverty
The physician might be able to get around legal
barriers by taking a psychiatric attitude and say-
ing, “A nervous breakdown could be brought about
if you had to go through a pregnancy n your
present circumstances in the community ” But
after all, this 1s a roundabout method Why can’t
we honestly leave the whole question up to the
doctor? We know now that a first-class modern
physician must concern himself with all the details
of a patient’s life He has not fimished with his job
when he has examined the heart and taken the
blood pressure He must, for his own medical pur-
poses, have some 1dea of the conditions under which
the patient hves, the salary he receives, the ex-
penses for which he 1s responsible There should be
no check upon the doctor’s decision that Birth
Control information 1s necessary It 1s a handicap
m any profound and thorough-going sort of pro-
fessional treatment and advice It may well be that
sometime or other Birth Control organzations will
ask for more than the physician’s unhimted nght
to give contraceptive information However, until
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we have gamned that, it 1s unnecessary to talk of
legahzing other sorts of propaganda

But I must go beyond the stand of the Birth
Control orgamzation in one respect They have
been a little over-awed by the respectables of the
commumty Almost always I hear 1t said, “Of
course, we are asking the right of contraceptive
mformation only for married women > Here again
1t 1s easy to see the difficulty which 1s raised for the
physician He can hardly be expected to hire de-
tectives and investigate whether the woman patient
who says she 1s married, actually 1s Nor do I feel
1t useful or necessary to hmt contraceptive infor-
mation merely to the married If 1t 1s true that the
advent of children can be a hardship in many
homes, 1t 1s even more evident that the coming of
a child to an unmarried woman presents a still
more serious problem for both the individual and
the state The illegitimate child defimtely starts
from in back of scratch It 1s, of course, from the
ranks of the illegitimate thal our asylums are
chiefly recruited

I remember I talked once to a girl who worked
1n & home for unmarried mothers She spoke of the
fact that several of their patients returned pretty
regularly every year or year and a half “We try
to rehabilitate them, but mn certam cases we fail
over and over agam ” “Why,” I said, “don’t you
ever think 1t would be a good 1dea to give these
unmarried mothers contraceptive information, so
that they might not be such steady patients?”
“QOh,” said the girl, “that wouldn’t be moral »

To me morality always has been and must be
now a clear and close consideration of the welfare
of the mdividual and the commumty I do not see
how anybody can deny the fact that the easy dis-
semmation of Birth Control information through
duly hicensed physicians, would do much to make us
a more happy and healthy aty, state and nation

EN will not listen when we speak of such mat-

ters unless we admit at the outset that medi-

cal science and preventive hygiene have so lowered

the death-rate, among children especially, that the
natural fecundity of humamty must be checked

The silence or uncertainty of Christian teachers

n regard to new moral problems, such as methods

for the elimmmation of the fecble-minded, no less

than m regard to such allimportant social ques-

tions as slums and unemployment—I say nothing
of war—have lowered the prestige of the Christian
tradition

He who 15 continually defending the first chapter
of Genesis agaimst behef 1n evolution, or sacramen-
tal magic agamst common sense, 1s not presenting
Christian faith as we learn 1t from Christ, or as I
would have our teachers proclaim 1t anew

Dz Barngzs, Bishop of Bsrmngham (England)
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In Regard to Kitchens

By RODERICK SEIDENBERG

Though this communscation 1s evidently wntended for an architectural publica-
twon, we belhieve that supporters of the Birth Control movement wiil read st
with wterest

AT a recent meeting of the American Architec-
tural Association I was instructed to answer
your question concerning our attitude on kitchens

In the first place, the complete silence which the
American Architectural Association has hereto-
fore preserved on this question calls for a word of
explanation Let me begin by assuring you that
however silent we have been publicly and officizlly,
we have given the general subject of kitchens very
thorough consideration in private Nor have these
discussions been purely academic and abstract, for
the vast majority of American Architects have at
one time or another used, or are at present actu-
ally using, kitchens m their own homes This fact,
however, does not account for the change of atti-
tude which the organization adopted recently
That change was due to the tremendous publc
demand for kitchens of some type—a demand
which unscrupulous realty operators, speculative
builders and even large scale building orgamza-
tions, have acceded to without the assistance, ad-
vice and sanction of professional architects The
situation has come to such a pass that the long
established policy of silence and secrecy appears
futile, and the Association, accordingly, has de-
cided upon a very cautious campaign of education

Our non-commttal attitude was a carefully con-
sidered effort to stifle the trend towards kitchens
by the simple expedient of not calling attention to
them It was hoped that the question would, so to
speak, solve itself under the intensive campaign of
the Back-to-Nature Associations, supported as
they are by State and National laws The older
members of the profession, and particularly those
believing 1n Nature, were emphatically opposed on
moral grounds to the mtroduction of kitchens—
even 1n discussion And certainly, as a matter of
simple morality, it must be granted that kitchens—
not to mention the very neat and effective kit-
chenettes-——are a modern mnovation In corrobo-
ration of this it 1s only necessary to pont out that
the subject of kitchens has never been given a place
in the curriculum of any Umversity or School of

Architecture of standing, and the practice of using
kitchens has been frowned upon by all well estab-
lished institutions From the time of the early
Egyptians, Chaldeans, Greeks and Phoenicians un-
til late into the 19th Century, kitchens were un-
known and architects were mnnocent of their uses
The American Architectural Association, moved
by deep moral considerations, had hoped to pre-
serve this ancient tradition

It 15 unnecessary to dwell upon the obvious side
of this obscene matter The eating of cooked food,
scientifically prepared and consciously treated,
places the whole sacred subject of eating on an
mmoral and unaesthetic plane And architects,
above all else, are artists ! The modern dining room,
the ancient hall of baromal times, the great mess-
rooms of ancient cloisters are an expression of the
beautiful rtual of eating—and architects have al-
ways striven to make them as charming and well-
proportioned as possible Here, food 1n vast abun-
dance could be consumed with great relish, and
though often acompanied by gastronomic difficul-
ties and more fatal after-effects, the practice was
hallowed and honored as an expression of a pure
and undefiled natural function The artificial prep-
aration of food by means of specially constructed
kitchens, leading to the possibility of chosen diets,
carefully adapted to individual needs, and stmlar
ultra-modern conceptions, 1s an affront to the
mner meaning of eating The State has wisely for-
bidden sending through the mails any plans con-
taining kitchens, or any written mformation con-
cermng these artificial contraptions for the control
and preparation of food products Architects
have given of their highest gens n elaborating
new and more perfect dining rooms, dining furm-
ture, dishes even, and some have made researches
into table manners—advocating an entirely new
and improved techmque 1n place of the crude and
often disgusting manners of the Middle Ages

The attitude of the profession has been singu-
larly consistent and logical mn this matter It was
not food, but the consumption of food as Nature in-

1
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tended man to partake of 1t that has always been
held to be the legitimate province of professional
advice and study Nature produced food and 1t 1s
not the business of architects to improve upon 1t—
or to affront God i His Wisdom by attempting
to change 1t Hence the development of kitchens has
been rightly looked upon as unworthy of profes-
sional attention You will perhaps reeson that
other domestic features such as bath-rooms, which
have been marvelously developed i recent years,
cellars with elaborate mechanical heating devices,
bedrooms with their highly developed furmiture,
where the great functions of birth and death and
procreation take place under the most advanced
conditions that medical science has developed—all
these may appear an infringement upon the nat-
ural order of things So mndeed 1t may seem to the
lay mind In these abstruse distinctions 1t can only
be pointed out that in the case of kitchens, archi-
tects are called upon to interfere with, and promote
the perversion of, a sacred natural condition,
whereas 1n the cases cited above, they have merely
developed the 1nherent tendencies of nature

The American Architectural Association, tak-
ing 1ts lead from the laws of God and the State,
has heretofore reframed from any consideration of
kitchens and has devoted itself with singular dis-
mterestedness to the accepted province of good
architectural practice Where, occastonally, archi-
tects have been privately called upon to advise
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their chients about kitchens, most if not all were for-
tunately innocent in these matters

Lately, however, there has been a growing ten-
dency on the part of the public to use kitchens,
even converting portions of the hiving room, where
necessary, for this purpose This has tended to
foster an attitude of independence m matters
architectural, which the profession 1s, naturally,
desirous of curbing A recently accepted general
principle of the A A A states that wherever in-
Jurious and pernicious practices are induiged 1n
by the community at large, such practices should
be professionally directed, rather than lose the
business altogether Members of the A A A are
therefore entitled to advise, at therr own discre-
tion, as you will readily understand, in the uses and
abuses of the kitchen

For the present the Association merely an-
nounces that no perfect kitchen has yet been de-
veloped, and that people using them do so at their
own risk Furthermore the Association wishes to
state that once kitchens become legally acceptable,
the profession as a whole will doubtless recom-
mend their use I may add, merely for your private
attention, that the finance commtiee has reported
the possibility of favorable economic returns on
the installation of kitchens, to compensate archi-
tects for the mevitably smaller diming rooms and
living rooms, which 1t 1s expected will result from
the use of the new contrivance

Havelock Ellis Predicts a Shift in the Catholic Position

HE church, always alhive to sexual questions,

has realized the importance of the modern
movement and has adapted herself to 1t by pro-
claiming to her more 1gnorant and uneducated
children that mcomplete intercourse 1s a deadly
sm, while at the same time refraimng from making
enquiries into this matter among her educated mem-
bers The question was definitely brought up for
Papal judgment by Bishop Bouvier of LeMans,
who stated the matter very clearly, representing to
the Pope (Greg XVI who was 1n office 1831-1846)
that the prevention of conception was becoming
very common and that to treat it as a deadly sin
merely resulted m driving the penitent away from
confession After mature consideration, the Curia
Sacra Poenstentraria rephed by pointing out that

since 1t was due to the wrong act of the man, the
woman, (who was forced by her husband to consent
to1t) has committed no sin  Further, the Bishop
was reminded of the wise dictum of Liguori, “the
most learned and experienced man in these mat-
ters,” that the confessor 1s not usually called upon
to make inquiry upon so delicate a matter as the
debitum conjugale, and if his opinion 15 not asked
he should be silent

We see therefore that, among Catholic as well
as among non-Catholic populations, the adoption
of preventive methods of conception follows pro-
gress and civilization, and that the general practice
of such methods by Cathohes (with the tacit con-
sent of the church) 1s merely a matter of time

Psychology of Sex, Volume V1.
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Prostitution—Past, Present and Future

By WILLIAM J FIELDING

N 1851, Paul La Crox, 1n the concluding para-
graph of the Introduction to his monumental

History of Proststution’ wrote “Ome will learn
from it (the author’s work), above all, to thank
Providence for permitting us to lhive in an epoch
in which prostitution 1s being effaced from our
marners, and 1n which sentiments of honor and of
virtue are being born of themselves 1 our hearts
One must have seen what prostitution was like
among our fathers in order to judge of the social
ameliorations which every day brings and of which
the future 1s yet to feel the benefits »

Seventy-mine years later, Dr William J Robin-
son, wnting on the same theme” assures us that
prostitution 1s very much with us today, although
it has taken on, 1n many respects, new forms, and
achieved, perhaps, a new status and new digmty
In the latter respect, it may be considered as hav-
ing regamed some of 1ts ancient prestige, for, as
every student knows, the Athenian hetairai had
social and intellectual prestige far above that of
the cloistered housewife, and the devotees of the
cults of Myhtta and Yenus were following the hon-
ored traditions of Babyloman and Phoemcian
mores and hospitality

If La Croix proved a poor prophet, 1t does not
necessarily mean he was a superficial observer, a
slovenly student or a careless secker of facts
Known varocusly to the reading public of the md-
dle mineteenth century as Pierre Dufour and
“Bibliophile Jacob”, La Croix was among other
things a tireless historman of manners—: ¢, 1n
their broadest sense, rather than in the Emily Post
mode He was co-author with Ferdinand Sere of a
five volume work, Le Moyen Age et La Renas-
sance, an authority still standard on the manners,
customs and dress of those times

La Croix’s Proststution 1s more than a history
in the usual formal sense of that term It 1s litera-
ture, and human drama, with all the imphcations
that are bound up 1n the dramatization of human
—‘_Lzstory of Prostitution, by Paul La Croixx English trans-
g;gon published by Covict, Inc, New York Three Volumes,

* Prostitution, the Oldest Profession wn the World, by

Wilham J Robmson Introduction by Harry Elmer Barnes
Eugencs Publishing Co, New York $175

events The author combed original sources with
amazing thoroughness and gathered a varety of
facts from sources often astomshingly obscure
His authorties range from Aristotle on the Athen-
1an constitution to papyn representing the latest
archaeological discoveries of his age, from Tal-
mudic commentators to medieval glossarists, from
almost unheard of historans to erotic poets, whose
works have long since been forgotten, and included
the great lovers of all time

It gives a woefully madequate conception of
what the history comprises to say that La Croix
has divided his work 1nto the conventional classifi-
cations of Hospitable Prostitution, Sacred or Re-
higious Prostitution, and Legal or Political Pros-
titution The subject has been written on time and
aga.n from these standpoints, but no other writer
has put mmto his efforts so much material from
onginal sources, so much poetry and romance, so
much art and archaeology, and so much of his own
colorful personality

As a historian, La Croix 1s no mere compiler of
social statistics and chronological data He 1s that,
but, in addition, a poet, an artist, a humanist,
often a morahst—and sometimes not—a ven-
table dare-devil of an archive explorer rushing in
where the angels of history-writing had feared to
tread His sense of humor 1s lively and robust We
read, for 1nstance, of those hetairai “who did much
harm to manners, but much good to letters and
the arts”, and, of the Egyptian princess who built
a pyramd with the fruit of her nocturnal labors,
adding that “science has not yet computed how
many stones there are in that pyramd ”

If some of the subject matter seems to be getting
away from the theme of prostitution per se, 1t only
serves to 1llustrate La Croix’s thorough-going
method of delving into the erotic life of the times
of which he writes After all, prostitution 1s not an
1solated phenomenon It 1s a vastly complicated
problem involving many mdividual and social con-
siderations, although ultimately springing from
the dynamic sexual impulse

In pursuing a study of prostitution, Dr Robin-
son concedes that the first requirement 1s to find
out the cause—then to learn what kind of person
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the prostitute 1s What 15 the Cause of Prostitu-
tion? Why do women engage m 1t? Why do men
patromze 1t? We find that the answer can be
summed up 1n the three-letter monosyllable Ser
The fundamental cause of prostitution is the ex-
1stence of the sex mstinct and the imperative need
of 1its satisfaction The reasons why women and
men 1ndulge in that form of sexual satisfaction, of
course, need elucidation

Dr Robinson, in addition to naming the econom-
1c factors that sometimes drive women to the arms
of prostitution, gives another mmportant reason,
namely, that some women engage m prostitution
because they love that profession, because they
Like it above all others, and because they would not
change 1t for any other occupation or position
hfe “They are strongly sexed women who know—
some of them from experience—that no one man
could ever satisfy them, and even if such a virile
man could be found, they need and enjoy the va-
riety, the frequent change” The nymphomanic
type, Dr Robinson believes, constitutes but a
small percentage There1s another type of woman,
normally sexed, that resorts to prostitution be-
cause she 15 unable to get a husband or lover In
the first type described, the sex mstinct 1s the sole
or paramount factor, in the later case, 1t 15 one
of the factors, bad environmental conditions and
economic considerations are contributing causes
Homosexuality 1s given as another cause Many
women are said to enter houses of assignation n
order to be able to satisfy their lesbian urge

The author cites numerous cases of prostitutes
who eventually settle down 1n marriage—probably
after the peak of their sexual urge has been passed
—and appear to become normally, and sometimes
excepticnally, happy and faithful wives and de-
voted mothers There 1s also reference to the re-
spectable married woman who engages i occa-
sional prostitution because her husband 1s im-
potent She may love him and not wish to leave
him because she does not wish to cause him pam,
or she may not want to break up the home on ac-
count of the children, se she engages 1n occasional
prostitution which she considers less fraught with
possible consequences than taking a lover The
woman of this group does not refuse the money
that her indulgences bring to her, but money 1s
not the primary motive

Many factors impelling men to patronize prosti-
tution are given, one of the most important and
curious being that some men who have lost all de-
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sire for their wives, who 1n fact cannot bring them-
selves—erther psychically or physically—to have
any sexual relations with them, regain both therr
mental desire and their power after having m-
dulged 1n relations with other women Thus, the
puella renders a real service to the legitimate wife
“She often renders the monogamous marriage
bearable, and far from being a menace to the sta-
bihity of the family, she 1s not infrequently its most
effective cement ”

As to the future, 1t 1s Dr Robinson’s well con-
sidered opinion that prostitution i some form will
exist forever— ¢, as long as the human race ex-
1sts, unless mankind goes back to utter, unre-
strained promscuity, which 1s conceded not likely
to be the case Furthermore, 1t 1s his conviction
that the profession of prostitution should be de-
clared perfectly legal and legitimate, which would
tend to elimnate the evils that are now incidental
to 1ts practice If thas were done, Dr Robinson be-
lieves there would be an 1immediate change 1n the
attitude of the puella toward society “Treat her
like & decent human bemng and she will behave hke
& decent human being Cease hounding, persecuting
and humilating her, give her to understand that as
long as she does not offend public decency, she has
nothing to fear, and she will at once begin to resist
the terrible exploitation to which she i1s subjected
on all sides

In a companion volume, Love In The Future,
ElL Prank Stevenson perhaps gives some intima-
tion of the solution of the problem—or, at least,
one of 1ts possible forms—when he advocates as
A New Profession, the followmmg *“In every com-
mumty the physician will have a number of con-
fidential lady friends who will stand 1n the same
relation to him as the trained nurses who respond
to his call These special assistants will be mature
women, over thirty years of age and skilled n the
use of prevenceptives A young man i need of a
woman’s intimate and affectionate embrace will
consult the doctor and by him be furmshed with a
letter of introduction to a lady friend”

It 1s Mr Stevenson’s 1dea that the women who
serve i this capacity will be among the most highly
respected and honored servants of society, stand-
ing on the same plane as the doctors and nurses
Not a few, even non-conformists, will rebel against
this suggestion because of 1ts crassly materialistic
attitude toward the sexual relations, which they

' Love wn the Future, by Ell Frank Stevenson Eugenscs
Publishing Co, New York $175
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will consider hittle above an outright barter of sex,
retaining essentially the same elements that are so
ob)ectionable under prostitution as 1t 1s now, and
has been practiced since 1ts ancient commercializa-
tion But Mr Stevenson 1s a utilitarian, as we find
him saying “In that day, alas! still too far off,
an honest society, under a courageous civihzation,
will most royally uphold those who perform any
needed service

In any event there 1s something to be said on
both sides of the question, and as 1t will remain one
of our great problems for no one can tell how long
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to come, there will be ample time to say 1it, for
those that are so 1nclined

Perhaps, after all, when the economic coercion
and social stigma have been taken out of prosti-
tution, there will be left httle of the “oldest pro-
fession” 1n the form in which 1t has been recog-
mized for so many bleak centuries And it 15 likely
that only the moralists and the theologians will be
left, 1f any—and 1t seems utopian to conceive of &
world without them'!'—to lament the humamzing
and digmfying of one of the most dynamic of the
biological 1mpulses

An Unofficial Questionnaire
Seventy College Girls Express Their Opinions'

HEN I was 1n college, more than twenty-five
years ago, the sex questionnaire had not yet
gone 1ts rounds, and 1f I had seen one—even of
the most officially chaperoned kind—I doubt 1f I
should have thought it quite mice to answer it
But the world was half asleep then Today my
daughter and her friends derive vast amusement
from the instructions given in her college on the
biological, moral and psychologic aspects of sex
The chief cause of their mirth appears to be that
the pupils have already learned more n the school
of hfe than their instructors ever acquired in
books, charts and classrooms The sex question-
naire 18 a humorous classic—and quamnt 1 its
antiquity
Perhaps because I am nterested and not easily
shocked, I have on some occasions been let into the
Joke, s0 to speak Either at first-hand or at second-
hand I came to know the opinions and experiences
of many girls I found them so interesting, so hon-
est, so different from what I felt at their age, and
yet so much better adapted to meet the demands
of today than my own youthful ideals would be,
that I began jotting down notes here and there,
not at all for the purpose of obtaining statistics,
or to work up a questionnaire, or to “keep tab” on
anybody Possibly I was unconsciously keeping
tab on youth 1n general, lest 1t shp dway from me,

* Ror obvious reasons this article 1s published anonymeously,
and the name of the college is not given The Editor vouches
for the authenticity of the data

and leave me with no common ground of approach
Possibly 1t was mostly for “human interest” as the
journalist’s phrase goes My daughter was 1n-
terested, too We used to compare opinions, and
shortly we realized that we were obtaining material
that would make an interesting and perhaps a
valuable study in modern social ethics

So we decided to compile a questionnaire of our
own It was to gamn the sort of information that
could not be obtained from official investigation
We wanted the opimons of the girls themselves,
based on their own experiences and hopes and ob-
servations, and given as they would give them to
other girls, not to the faculty, the medical exam-
ner, or the statisticcan We enlisted the interest
of the girls we talked to by frankly explaiming our
objective We noted no names, imtials or identi-
fying marks with the answers given us My daugh-
ter made the final tabulations and secured all the
mformation at first hand from undergraduates

The results of the investigation, if so formal a
name may be applied to so informal a process, are
gven 1n this article Seventy girls from one of the
best known American colleges expressed their hon-
est opimons on marrage, love, children It may
seem to some that no general conclusions can be
based on so small a number It should be under-
stood that this does not pretend to be the kind of
questionnaire that would be obtained froma Y W
C A group, or from more mature women I think
it does, however, indicate fairly clearly what gnls
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of a particular class think The college 1tself 1s one
of the best 1n the country Its students come from
the more conservative and well-to-do homes of the
nation The girls questioned are representative of
the whole college, from every class, and from varn-
ous chques and groups within the college Had
twice as many girls been mnterviewed, I think we
would have had twice as many answers but prob-
ably about the same average of opmion In large
measure, these students have been brought up by
mothers who were themselves college women, or who
have stoed 1n their commumties for what has been
considered the best in the social and cultural tra-
dition of the country

Every girl questioned wanted a love affair
Seven of them did not want marriage, but wanted
a compamonate association Thirty-one desired
such an association before attempting marriage

Fifty-eight wanted, sooner or later, to have
children of their own In most cases they wanted
two or three, but a few thought that if health and
money and circumstances permitted, five children
would not be too many Nobody wanted the old-
fashioned unlimited famly Naturally, this made
the subject of Birth Control of paramount in-
terest Five of the girls, because of rehgious tramn-
ing, felt that such information should be withheld
from women, and fifty-one of them felt that clul-
dren should be educated in sex matters at a very
early age Most of the girls were familiar with
contraceptive methods, and realized that in the
complexities of modern hife control of hirths would
be necessary

Sixty-six students agreed that the most mm-
portant basis for a happy marriage was love, but
five felt that under some conditions marriage might
be undertaken without love The establishment of
a home, the demands of the family might make
marriage a duty

Of the thirty-one girls willing to try a compan-
1onate marriage with a man they loved, none felt
that, 1n case the association did not lead to mar-
riage, 1t would handicap them m making a happy
marriage with someone else Indeed, forty girls
felt 1t a distinct advantage to marry a man who
had had previous sex experiences with women
Twenty-five felt that it was an advantage to a
woman to have had such experience before she
married and “settled down®

Fifty-three young women favored the same frce-
dom for women as for men in sex matters before
marriage After marriage, under some circum-

287

stances, twenty-one girls felt that they might m-
dulge m extramarital sex relations, and would
grant their husbands the same privilege But,1n the
opmon of thirty-three, infidehty after marnage,
1n the event of there being childien, would be suffi-
ctent ground for divorce

Sixty-five of the students felt that divorce under
some circumstances 1s allowable Forty-nine
thought that 1t should be granted should either
party desire 1t Only twenty-two would grant it
for non-support Forty-seven girls thought -
compatibihity sufficient grounds for divorce, and
fifty-five would ask for it mm case of cruelty If
after a compamonate association the ensuing mar-
riage was not a success, twenty-five girls thought
they would not want to try marriage again

What do these answers signify? If any one 1s
shocked by them 1t indicates, for one thing, that
already the dnift from the old standard of morals
has gone a far way In the early days of this
century, some of the opimons held by these young
women would have been considered nothing short
of immoral And yet, I have been struck with the
realization that not one of the girls ¥ have talked
with has given any evidence of feeling 1mmoral’
On the contrary, most of them have seemed 1n-
spired with idealism, however incompatible it may
have been with the traditions of their forebears

The coming generation 1s seeing love and parent-
hood 1n a new perspective The answers of these
girls indicate that they are making a distinction
between sex, love, marriage and parenthood They
are not followmg the footsteps of the previous
generations, placing every one of these experiences
m one category and labeling the whole Life The
great 1deal 1s still a happy love, leading into mar-
riage and parenthood But it 1s precisely that they
may gamn that ideal that so many of them are de-
ciding that marriage must not be confounded either
with love or with sex They would remove the con-
fusion of sex as far as possible from parenthood
For a good lover may not be a good husband, and
a good husband may not make a good father The
trouble with the present system 1s that i1t has at-
tempted to imprison love in sex and 1n marriage

I do not think that youth 1s tending toward im-
morality, nor that 1s can do so while 1ts 1deals are
set so high Out of the temporary confusion due
to changing customs, there must emerge a higher
morality Youth would set free what has been long
a captive May the marriages of tomorrow find a
new freedom!
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The Oedipus Complex in Savage Society

By GERTRUDE DONIGER

E have learned to appreciate the interdepen-
dence of all branches of science and to recog-
mize the importance of not passing over as “out of
our field” the findings of some other branch of scien-
tific research Just as biology has contributed to
neurology, psychology to political science, chem-
15stry to medicine, anthropology enlists its theories
to substantiate and check psycho-analytical state-
ments If for this reason only, we must welcome Dr
Malinowsk1’s book, Sex and Repression wn Savage
Society* as an anthropological critique of psycho-
analytical data We also acknowledge 1t as an ad-
dition to the science of empirical culture The
writer 1s neither an anthropologist nor a psycho-
analyst, but 1s sufficiently famihar with the litera-
ture of both fields to see .n Dr Malhinowskr’s state-
ments fertile soil for an academic dispute And while
the anthropologists and psycho-analysts wrangle
over the theoretical implications of the sex life of
the Trobrianders, their simple hife continues serene-
ly unaffected by hypotheses of either group
To appreciate the discrepancy of the two views
let us make a brief survey of some of the older
Literature In 1861 Bachofen’s famous work Das
Mutterecht presented a central theme which has
since occupled much anthropological interest Aec-
cording to the author, mother-right was the earhest
form of soeial orgamzation The females of the
group were the workers, the economic bread win-
ners, the bearers of children, the wives of socially
unimportant cieatures called men Many theories
have been advanced to explain the origmn of such
power among the women and at the same time rec-
oncile 1t to biological findings How did woman
subsequently sink to the inferior role that she has
occupted since then in all patriarchal societies?
This 15 one of the questions that followed from
Bachofen’s work More recently Vaerting gave us
another picturesque d.awing of the primordial
matrarchal state and perhaps 1t 1s this Utopia that
encourages femmists to go on 1n the struggle to
regain their lost supremacy The existence of a
full-fledged mother-right at any period of social
history 1s seriously questioned Some recognize the

*Sex and Repression in Savage Society, by Bronislaw Mal-
mowsk: Harcourt, Brace and Co, New York, $3 50

type of society described by Bachofen and Vaert-
g as nothing more than a matrilineal society m
which descent 1s reckoned through the female line,
others mterpret this form of social orgamzation as
a state of matrilocal residence 1n which the men re-
tire to the home of their wives after the marrage
ceremony These modifications of a strict mother-
right theory are less offensive and less difficult for
us to accept since they are in keeping with the hm:-
tations prescribed by biology and physiology

The Trobrianders constitute a matrlineal so-
ciety, that s, one m which kmship 1s reckoned
through the mother only, and one 1n which succes-
sion and inheritance descend 1n the female hine The
son belongs to the mother’s family and clan The
husband 1s not regarded as the father of the chil-
dren 1n ocur sense of the word The natives are
1gnorant of the part played by the father i pro-
creation and therefore there 1s no physiological tie
between the father and his children The Tro-
brianders believe that babies are inserted nto the
mother’s womb by spirits of her deceased kins-
people Authority over the children 1s vested 1n
the maternal uncle, the mother’s brother The
father has no power over the children of the family
and cannot leave property to them but neverthe-
less acts as a “beloved, benevolent friend” to them
“To the father, therefore, the children look only
for loving care and tender companionship Their
mother’s biother represents the principle of dis-
cipline, authority and executive power within the
family * {Malmowsk: )

This domestic arrangement 1s contrasted with
the European or patriarchal type of society in
which the father continues as the patria potestas
and his position 1s reenforced by econonmce con-
ditions  'With this explanation of the two orders of
social organization we are ready to discuss the
pomnt of contention According to Malinowsks the
psychoanalytic drama 1s played within a partic-
ular type of social orgamzation composed of
mother, father and children arranged in patri-
archal order The Freudian family complex 1s the
result of this order of social groupmmg upon the hu-
man mind The Freudians mamtain the universal

{Continued on page 302)
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POPULATION SECTION

Edited by Guy Irvmg Burch

Four Divergent Theories
ByH G DUNCAN

HE eight lectures on the Harris Foundation,

delivered during the sixth institute, held at
the University of Chicago, June 17th to 28th,
1929, have recently been published under the title
Population’

Gint’s three lectures on “The Cyclical Rise and
Fall of Population”, discuss “The Evolution of
Nations”, “The Death of Nations”, and “The
Birth and Revival of Nations” According to Gim
there are “two diametrically opposite opmions”
m regard to population,—those impregnated with
a fear of overpopulation, and those with a fear
that the white race will soon cease to increase and
be submerged by colored peoples These two oppo-
site views generally correspond to two different
theories of population The first he describes as the
theory of the geometric wmcrease of population,
“one of the foundations on which the Malthusian
edifice rests’”, and the theory of the cychcal rise
and fall of population Gini supports the sccond
theory and his attitude 1s expressed as follows
“I have been, and I am, a convinced supporter of
the theory of the cyhcal rse and fall of popula-
tion, and for the past twenty years and more I
have tried to collect facts and arguments n 1its
support

According to Gim, nations—*a group of men
having a personality not only from a political and
cultural but also from a biological aspeet”—fol-
low a parabola i their development By some un-
explained magical p1ocess this parabola becomes a
cychical process His efforts to substantiate his
theory seem puerille He does not even appear to
have gone to the trouble to experiment with fruit
flies, as did Pearl, but largely spins his theory out
of s head, basing 1t on antiquated biology and
unsubstant:ated theories of heredity He appears
to have a combmation of the theories of Double-
day, Spencer, Pell and Pearl Acording to Gim

! Population, by Corrado Gim, Shirosh: Nasu, Ohver E
Baker, and Robert R Kuczynski 1 he Unwersity of Chicage
{ ess, Chicago, $3 00

“three-fourths of the generation which survives,
descends from one-third to one-eighth of
the generation which 1s disappearing > “To hope
to improve the race by artificially stimulating
the fert:lity of the upper classes 15 a delusion ®
The lower birth-rate of the upper classes 15 due to
the “fact that the urge of genetic mstincts has
ceased ” Sfomehow “nature reconciles psychic ten-
dencies with the physiological capacities of those
classes who have advanced farthest along the para-
bola of their evolution ”

Nations, Gum thinks, die either by violent or
natural deaths, but deaths may be averted and
rebirth enacted by the injection of the blood of
vounger races mnto the older races Heredity 1s ac-
cording to Mendehan laws and nations become
great because of the amalgamation of not too
divergent races rather than by a fusion of cultures
Yet “persons who emigrate are those least well
suited to the physical and social environment in
which they live, not only from the physical but
also from the intellectual and moral standpoint »
Through his three lectures httle weight 1s given
to the social and psychological factors Indeed,
Gim ranks as a propagandist rather than as a
scientist Consequently Professor Wolfe’s state-
ment regarding Pearl’s theory appears approprn-
ate here “It 1s too far a cry from fruit fhes in a
jar to human beings who have had a taste of ra-
tional self-direction There 1s an mmplied fatalism
1n statistical curves—a fatahsm unjustified by the
underlying facts We are hkely to forget the hu-
man motives which lie back of the phenomena sum-
marized i our logarithmic charts The future
trend of the curve can be predicted only 1if we
know these motives and the future changes which
they are likely to underge But psychological fac-
tors are not always predictable Heremn lay the
defect of Malthus® analysis Heremn also hes a
great defect of current population literature”
(Dublin, L. I, Editor, Population Problems in
the Umited States and Canada, p 75 )
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POPULATION TRENDS IN CERTAIN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

In his three lectures on “Population and the
Food Supply”, Professor Nasu gives us interest-
g, sane, logical discussions of “The Standard of
Living and the Population Problem”, “Popula-
tion Problems of the East and West”, and “Can
Japan Solve Her Population Problems” He states
that what we call overpopulation or underpopula-
tion 1s meanmngless unless we consider the standard
of iving Furthermore there 1s likely to be over-
population and underpopulation 1 any nation,
depending upon the standard of hving of the differ-
ent social classes The standard of hiving of one
group may be gomng up while another 1s gomng
down Overpopulation “exists whenever there are
more people than can be supported by a given
society without Iowering the average standard of
Living of the masses ” Overpopulation may mani-
fest itself 1 the form of an increase of unemploy-
ment, 1n the lowering of the purchasing power of
wages, or 1n the excessive subdivision of farm lands
mto ever smaller and smaller allotments” The
general standard of living of the masses 15 deter-
mined by the “productivity of the society,” the

—New York Tvmes, September 14th

“coefficient of the division of wealth between the
general masses and a small number of wealthy
people 1 that society,” and the “number of the
common people > The solution of the problem of
population may be accomplhshed through an “m-
crease of production by the development of tech-
nique or by the ehmmation of waste,” through
“changing the coefficient of the division of wealth
among different social classes,” or through regula-
tion of numbers

Nasu thinks that the “science of eugemecs has
not as yet developed sufficiently to be our unerring
guide,” but the soundest method at present 1s to
adopt sane measures to restrict the reproduction
of abnormal and defective families regardless of
class Also one of the cures for over-pepulation 1s
to raise the standard of Iiving The difference be-
tween the population problem of the East and
Waest 1s mamly due to the facts that the white race
controls about eight-mnths of the earth’s surface,
that Oriental countries are predominently agri-
cultural, and that there are differences 1n the rela-
tive importance of famly and aity hife
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According to Nasu when the problem of over-
population disappears the problem of underpopu-
lation appears In a capitalistic country when a
certain development 1s reached, the capacity to
absorb an increasing population dechnes because
machines replace men, and periodical economic
depressions retard developmeni, causing unem-
ployment Consequently the “quantitative problem
of population in a capitalistic country 1s not sim-
Ply a question between man and his natural en-
vironment, but rather a question between man and
his social-economic system * Nasu draws some 1n-
teresting comparisons between the United States,
Russia, and Japan The Umted States and Russia
are diametrically opposite to each other and it
will be interesting to see which exerts the greatest
mnfluence upon the world Russia 1s the most east-
ern of the western nations, while Japan 1s the most
western of the eastern nations He thinks that if
the artificial barriers to Japanese immigration
were removed the “psychological effect would un-
doubtedly be tremendous, because when something
1s kept away from you intentionally, its value will
be very often overestimated, to your deep resent-
ment ¥

Baker, 1n “The Trend of Agricultural Produc-
tion in North America and Its Relation to Europe
and Asia,” presents much of the “factual” mate-
ria] contained m his other writings (see especially
Annals, Vol CXLII, March, 1929, pp 97-146)
He shows the increases and decreases in the pro-
duction and consumption of different food stuffs,
and how people change their diet The diet of the
American people 13 apparently changmg quite
rapidly and if 1t “was changed to that 1n Germany
before the War, which was ample, about 40,000,-
000 acres less crop land would be needed Even
now there 1s around 500,000,000 acres of potential
arable land 1n the United States” During the
years of 1920 to 1925 inclugive, the replacement of
horses and mules by automobiles and tractors re-
leased 10,000,000 acres of crop land By 1928 this
had perhaps reached 20,000,000 acres Most of
this released land 1s now used m producing meat
and dairy products, and 1n growing cotton Baker
says that 7,000,000 farmers in the Umted States
and Canada—less than 4% of the farmers and
farm laborers in the world—produce 70% of the
corn of the world, 60% of the cotton, 50% of the
tobacco, 40% of the oats and hay, 30% of the
sugar (including Cuba, Hawan, and Porto Rico),
25% of the wheat and flaxseed, 10% of the pota-
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toes, 6% of the rye, but less than 1% of the rice

In his lecture on “The World’s Future Popula-
tion”, Kuczynsk: restates his theory found 1n his
book The Balance of Bsrths and Deaths, 1928,
and his article in Forewgn Affairs, October, 1928,
that 1s, that people projecting the growth of popu-
lation have failed to consider that the number of
women of child-bearing age 1s constantly decreas-
ing He thinks the world’s population 1s around
1,800,000,000 The average density 1s 34, but n
England 1t 1s 700, in the Umted States 40, and
Austraha 2 If the world were proportionately as
densely populated as England there would be 87,
000,000,000 people 1n the world He estimates the
maximum population the world can support to be
around 10,000,000,000 Because of the constantly
decreasing number of women mn the reproductive
age, Kuczynsk: sees “no real danger of a general
overpopulation *

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE

HEYWOOD BROUN, well known journahst,
writes a daily column “It Seems to Me” 1n the
N Y Telegram, and 1s dramatic critic of the
Nation His entrance nto politics has at-

tracted much attention

DOROTHY KENYON 1s a member of the New
York Bar, and a practicing lawyer 1 New
York City

WILLIAM J FIELDING s the author of “Sex
and the Love-Lafe,” “Sanity in Sex,” and other
books and articles on sex and marnage prob-

lems

RODERICK SEIDENBERG 1s an architect and
a contributor to the New Freeman

JOHN W GOWEN is a member of the staff of the
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research at
Princeton, N J

GERTRUDE DONIGER 1s preparing for a doc-
torate mn anthropology at the Umversity of
Vienna, and 1s also studying with a prominent
Vienese psycho-analyst
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Birth Control League of Massachusetts

18 JOY STREET, BOSTON, MASS

We continue the reports of state organizations bequn in September with accounts
of the Ilhnows, New Jersey and Pennsylvama leagues The November issue will

carry reports of the Connecticut and Califorma organizations

N Massachusetts, 1t has seemed necessary to
clear up the legal situation before taking
defimte action The general impression among
both physicians and laymen has been that it 1s
against the law to give contraceptive information,
although most of them had not even read the law
This impression had grown up not only from hear-
say but from printed statements made by several
Birth Control orgamzations
The first step of the Massachusetts League was
to engage three eminent lawyers to make thorough
and independent studies of the state laws Therr
legal opimons were published in the New England
Journal of Medicine on January 23, 1930 These
attorneys all agreed that oral information in
Massachusetts 1s perrmitted but that the selling,
lending or giving away of contraceptive articles 15
prohibited A doctor mm his private practice may
write a prescription for these articles and that
prescription may be filled, if certain precautions
are followed But 1n a large and public establish-
ment, as & hospital or a chme, the difficulties 1n
handhng these articles increase Therefore, it
seems necessary to clarify the present law 1n order
to make 1t perfectly clear that 1t 1s not intended
to hamper physicians in their legitimate practice
The following excerpt 1s taken from the article
mentioned above, “Contraceptive Advice and the
Massachusetts Law” (New England Journal of
Medicine, January 23rd, 1930)

If in the reasonable exercise of a
physician’s professional judgment he 1s of
the opmion that pregnancy and childbirth
would be seriously detrimental to a woman’s
health, he may legally give that woman oral
advice as to the use of contraceptive meas-
ures, and may even write a prescription for
the necessary chemicals or apphances He
may instruct the patient how to employ these
apphances When 1t comes to securing these
chemicals or apphances, the law 15 not so kind

A man contemplating ilhcit congress
may lawfully purchase such an article, but 1f
he wishes to secure an apphance to prevent
his wife, who has nephntis, from becoming

pregnant, he may not lawfully make the pur-
chase
One of the chief activities for the commg year

will be the orgamzation by our Field Secretary of
committees i various towns throughout the state
The Field Secretary will find proper chairmen, get
up meetings on Birth Contrel, interview the im-
portant doctors and social agencies and get lsts
of members of local clubs for the use of the mem-
bership committee of the League The chairman
of each town commttee will be a member of the
Memberchip committee of the League, and will
form a committee to promote the Birth Control
movement 1n her locahty

Last spring, several members of the Executive
Committee mterviewed the heads of some forty
social agencies and settlement houses mm and near
Boston, to explan the law and to see what practi-
cal work could be done A large part of the work
of the League has been done quietly by the Execu-
tive Committee and this quiet 1s essential to the
success of the work 1n Massachusetts

The State Council of the Massachusetts League
1s composed of twenty-five promnent eitizens of
the state Mrs Charles Sumner Bird, Alice Stone
Blackwell, Dr Walter P Bowers, Cornelia James
Cannon, Professor Thomas Nixon Carver, Dr
Robert L DeNormandie, Prof E M East, Dr
Martin Edwards, Dr James M Faulkner, Dr
Alexander Forbes, Dr Alice Hamilton, Mrs Ro-
land G Hopkins, Joseph Lee, Dr Abraham Myer-
son, Dr John C Phillips, Dr Wilham M Shedden,
Dr George Gilbert Smth, Dr Howard B
Sprague, Lothrop Stoddard, Prof F W Taus-
sig, Dr John H Taylor, Prof A M Tozzer,
Prof Robert DeC Ward, Prof Samuel Wilhston,
Miss Mary P Winsor The Executive Commuttee
1s made up of the officers of the League and chair-
men of various committees The present officers
are Mrs OQakes Ames, President, Mrs Jesste
Ames Marshall and Mrs Leshe D Hawkridge,
Vice-Presidents, Mrs H M Goodwin, Treasurer,
Mrs Edward L Harrnis, Recording Secretary, and
Mrs E M East, Executswe Secretary
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Book Reviews

The Levities of Loebel

FROM MARRIAGE TO LOVE, by Josef Loebel,
M D, Ives Washburn, New York $300

HYSICIANS and other men of science are
constantly bemoanmng the fact that profes-
sional writers msinterpret their findings, distort
their meanings, fail to appreciate their sigmfi-
cance Yetit hasbeen the experience of this reviewer
that whenever the medicine men take to their type-
writers, they are either unspeakably dull or un-
bearably’ patromzing Here 1s a physician called
(by the blurb-writer for his publishers at any rate)
“the witty sage of Franzenband,” who 1s strug-
ghng so desperately to be vivacious about sex as to
give the reader the uncomfortable sensation of
sitting 1n on & “smut session” at some theological
seminary
We are told that the doctor 1s (Heaven forbid)
“sophisticated” To prove 1t he quotes from the
Greeks, chucks 1n some French, mentions Casa-
nova and Brigham Young and on the whole dishes
up a revised edition of What Every Young Gorl
Should Know, written 1n the lamentable style of
Will Durant with a Freudian side-hick If we have
to have wisecracks about sex we will stick to the
professional Walter Winchell variety
McAvisTER COLEMAN

NOTES ON MALTHUS® “PRINCIPLES OF
POLITICAL ECONOMY,” by David Ricardo
Edited with an introduction by Jacob H Hol-
lander and T E Gregory John Hopkins
Press, Baltimore $5 00

ROFESSOR HOLLANDER has made a sub-

stantial contribution to the history of classi-
cal economic thought 1n publishing with so able an
mtroduction the manuseript, “lost” for a century,
of Ricardo’s notes on Malthus® work on econome
theory The students of Ricardo, the most original
and perspicacious of the Classicalists, will find 1t
indispensible Other economists will hardly more
than scan 1t The discovery of the manuscript 1s
mterestingly related James Mill, McCulloch and
Trower umted 1in advising Ricardo agamnst publi-
cation, at least in the latters’ Principles, of such

controversial material I suspect that some pres-
ent-day readers will feel that the “notes™ deal too
much with the dry wood of dead controversy to be
very exciting now The “notes” are concerned
mainly with Malthus’ “fallacies” on the nature and
measure of value, the nature and progress of rent,
the theory of wages, profits, the nature and ef-
fect of foreign trade and such matters Their chuef
value—and 1 this one may agree with Professor
Hollander—lies 1n filing gaps and clearing away
doubts about the doctrinal differences between the
chief figures of Ricardian economics Malthus’
Polstical Economy 15 revived from neglect, while
Ricardo’s logical precision still shines with un-
tarmished briliance No radical changes in our
estimates of either men are demanded The debate,
as so often happens, converted nerther

The type, paper, and format do honor to a
great umversity press

Noeman E Himes

MEN AND MORALS, THE STORY OF
ETHICS, by Woodbridge Riley Doubleday,
Doran & Co, Garden City, N ¥ $5 00

THIS book 1s a summary history of ethical
thought, with comments by the author As
the introduction, “The Pageant of Morals,” sug-
gests, 1t gives a colorful picture of the moral
thought of the world The author first presents a
procession of representative figures, passing n his-
toric succession down through the ages, then he
proceeds to a closer exammation of the characters
at rest Beginning with the Greeks, and the develop-
ment of ethical thought before the dawn of Chris-
tianily, he follows the procession through the Mid-
dle Ages and the Rennaisance, down to and includ-
ing the present Because he has undertaken to
cover such a large amount of material, he has of
necessity been obliged to omit some characters
who might have been included The reader feels,
however, that he has made a judicious selection
and that the task, even though huge, was handled
well

Because the author has attempted not merely
to portray the moral codes of the past but to
evaluate them 1n the light of history and to trace
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their continuity and relationships 1n the hght of
the present, this book goes farther than the Qut-
Iines of this or that field with which we are so com-
monly favored at the present tune Readers of the
Birth Control Review will be interested n his em-
phasis on Plato as & eugenic reformer and as an
advocate of equal rights for women Discussing
overpopulation 1 ancient Greece, he says, “It was
this situation which led even the astute Aristotle
to reason that if all the children 1t was possible
for adult couples to produce were born and
brought up, a fearful aggravation of poverty, with
all 1ts accompanying troubles and suffering, would
be inevitable The law of dimmmishing returns and
the margin of cultivation were as yet the far-off
formulas of the days of Malthus, bat the same prin-
ciples were at work then in crowded Greece as
later mn the congested slums of England It was
an understanding of these principles that led
Plato to advocate, as the chief check on popula-
tion, preventive restraint He went the hmit In-
stead of leaving Birth Control to the individual he
handed 1t over to the state “Plato was no
mlk and water reformer ”

Perhaps to achieve & popular style, or it may
be from a genuine conviction, there 1s occasional
over-statement A flagrant example 1s the author’s
unjust reference to John H Noyes as, “the lecher-
ous leader of the Oneidda commumty” For the
most part, however, his discussions and conclusions
are sound and enhghtening The book 1s hardly one
to be picked up by the average reader, for 1t 1s
concentrated, historical 1n approach, and deals
with numerous problems of epistemology and
ethics of scant interest to the casual reader Yet 1t
15 not intended for the student of philosophy or
ethics, alone It 1s a systematic, well indexed, and
valuable summary for any enhghtened student

Francis M VezeLanp

THE ANTISTERILITY VITAMINE FAT-
SOLUBLE E, by Herbert McLean Evans and
George O Burr with the assistance of Theodore
L Althausen Memowrs of the Unwcersity of
Calsforma, Volume 8 $5 00

HE march of science has broken dewn an old
door giving us a new msight, a vista filled with
possibilities  Vilamines, hike calories, are much
talked of today From scientific terms, these words
have come to be incorporated into everyday lan-
guage The fat-soluble vitammme A whose absence

BizrtTe ConTrRoOL REVIEW

causes mflammation of the eyehds and inhibits
growth, the water-soluble B necessary for the pre-
vention of paralysis and also for growth, the water-
soluble C which prevents scurvy, the fat-soluble D
which prevents rickets and aids growth—the need
for these 1s as well recogmzed as 1s the need for
adequate protein, fat and carbohydrate

We now know that adults eating a normally va-
ried and balanced diet have httle cause to worry
about lack of vitammmes But before the function
and occurrence of a vitamine can be known, much
careful experimental work 1s necessary 'This book
of Evans and Burr 1s the result of several years of
the most pamstakmg work, demonstrating the ex-
1stence of another vitamine, the fat-soluble, anti-
sterihty vitamme E

Much of the work on vitamines has been done
with rats The rats are fed diets so simplified and
purified that there are no vanations for unknown
factors These diets contains the proper number
of calories distributed in the mght ratio between
protemn, fat and carbohydrates with the addition
of the necessary mineral salts and vitamines These
necessary food constituents are usually provided
in & carefully ground and mixed powder comprised
of casein, cornstarch, mlk-fat, and salts all prop-
erly purified To this basic ration, the vitammnes
are added as desired, cod-liver o1l often providing
the A and D, yeast the B, while C 1s not needed by
the rat

When rats were raised continuously on such
synthetic diets with adequate amounts of vitamines
A, B, and D, Evans and Burr experienced difficulty
in getting young from their rats But the sterihty
they encountered was demonstrably different from
the sterility which sometimes occurs when the diet
15 too low m vitamime A This A-sterility 1s due to
the failure of the fertihzed ova to become implanted
i the uterus By means of vagimnal smears and
autopsies, 1t 1s possible to show that there 15 an-
other and different type of sterility to be found even
when A, B, and D are adequate This Evans and
Burr named as sterihty due to another vitamine, E

If females grown on a diet lackmg vitamne E
are mated to normal males, the fertilized ova axe
unplanted 1n the uterus and grow almost normally
until about the tenth day Then the fetuses die
and are completely reabsorbed Males grown on
such an E-free diet show progressive changes First,
the sperm are apparently normal in number and
motility but nevertheless fail to ferihze the ova
Gradually, the sperm lose their motihity, become
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fused into clumps, and finally disappear altogether
Even during this stage there 1s no loss of sex-n-
terest on the part of the male, but 1t does finally
disappear

After 1t became evident that diet, supposed to be
adequate 1n all respects, still allowed this distinct
reabsorption type of sterihty to show itself, the
next step was to find what foods 1n a natural diet
prevent or cure this condition Ammals of proven
fertihity were allowed to become sterile and then
were fed varying amounts of the food being studied
mn addition to their E-free diet In this way the
presence and relative concentration of vitamine E
were determmed for a wide range of foods

In ammal tissues, vitamine E 1s found 1n the body
muscles and fat to a greater extent than m the vis-
ceral organs, which 1s just the opposite from the
distribution of vitamime A But even 1n the muscles
and fat, vitamine E 1s not very concentrated It is
present in shght but appreciable amounts 1z the
milk of mammals and egg yolk of birds Cod-liver
o1l, the most potent source of vitarmnes A and D,
contains very little or no vitamine E

While most ammal tissues are relatively low 1n
vitamime E, some plant tissues are very rich 1n 1t
The vitamine 1s especially concentrated in green
leaves and seeds One of the first known sources of
1t was lettuce leaves Two and a half grams of
fresh lettuce a day 1s sufficient to cure sterihity The
lettuce leaves may even be dried if care 1s used, and
as little as 1/ of a gram a day 1s sufficient as a cure
Crisco, which 1s hydrogenated cottonseed oil, al-
though lacking vitamine A contains a fair amount
of E In fact, oils made from the germs of cereals
are the most concentrated sources of the vitamine
Thus wheat-germ o1l will cure sterihity when fed 1n
daily amounts of one drop, starting even as late
as the fifth day of the gestation of a female which
previously had been proven sterle

The feeding of fresh rat tissue from ammals on
a natural diet showed that vitammne E 1s appar-
ently not stored to any great extent in the animal’s
body Yet, on the day of mating, a single dose of
550 mlligrams of wheat-germ o1], the equivalent
of a drop a day for the duration of gestation,
will insure the birth of living young, n previously
steritle females This same dose may even be injected
mtraperitoneally with curative results Moreover,
after rats have been changed from the natural to
the E-free diet some time elapses before the ammals
become sterile It apparently makes no difference
whether the animal 1s reproducing or not But f
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young are reared by mothers on & mimmal amount
of vitamme E, they are sterile from the beginming
of sexual maturity On the other hand, doses of
more than twice the mmmal curative level of wheat-
germ o1l did not increase the normal Litter size be-
yond that of ammals on a natural ration

Interesting as all this work on rats may be, we
are perhaps more interested 1 1ts possible applica-
tion to human hfe Vitamine E 1s present in many
foods and 1s uninjured by cooking Most meats
contam at least shght amounts, mlk and eggs have
some, the leafy vegetables and whole cereals are
rich in 1t So that there seems little occasion to
wory about lack of vitamine E 1n a well balanced
diet

It has been suggested that this lack of vitamine
E might be used as a method of sterihzation of the
mmcompetent and degenerate But because the dis-
tribution of the vitamine 1s so wide, any method of
removing all E and nothing else would be very
difffcult

This book 1s an excellent technical monograph
presented 1n very readable style Most interestmg
photographs of the stages in the production of the
sterihity are presented Its coming has opened the
door to a new viewpoint 1n the study of sterility

Jorn W Gowen

HOW I RUN MY BIRTH CONTROL CLINIC,
by Norman Haire, ChM, M B (Reprinted
from Proceedings of the Second International
Congress of World League for Sexual Reform)
Publsshed by the Cromer Welfare Clinec, Lon-
don. 6d (20 cents)

In these days when the control of conception and
sterihization has assumed a new and genuinely scien-
tific impetus, Haire’s description of his climiec and
his modus operandi in applying contraceptive meth-
ods, which he believes to be one of the best and
safest, cannot fail to be of greatest interest to the
progressive gynecologist, obstetrician, and family
physician

An Australian by birth and educated 1n his na-
tive country, Haire settled :n England 1n 1919, and
being a trained gynecologist and interested in Birth
Control, he became a member and later medical
officer of the Malthusian League in 1921 He has
ever since maintained his interest in Birth Control,
and now devotes his entire hfe and fortune to the
movement

He started his first chinic 1n a little shop m a slum
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m south London under the name of Walworth
Clinic, which still flourishes and 1s new much en-
larged This chme has given birth to several
daughter chncs scattered throughout England

An mteresting innovation 1in connection with his
first Birth Control clinic was that of giving the pa-
tients courses of lectures on elementary sexual
anatomy, physiology, and hygiene There was a
course for poor women, and a sumilar one for poor
men At the Walworth Climic Dr Haire learned
that a great number of women who wanted and
needed contraceptive advice were unwilling to be
seen going mto a place which was purely and simply
a Birth Control chnic As a result of this exper:-
ence, and with the aid of a philanthropist, he or-
ganized, 1n 1926, not a Birth Control clime as such,
but a welfare centre for expectant and nursing
mothers, with an artificial sunhght department, and
a Birth Control department simply as one branch
of this centre In addition to this, he 1s about to
open a special department for general advice on
sexual problems The chnic 1s called the “Cromer
Street Welfare Centre,” and 1s located near Gray’s
Inn Road, mn one of the slum districts of central
London One afternoon a week, he, himself, sees
women who are in need of contraceptive instruc-
tion, or who are already pregnant and need obser-
vation during the period of pregnarcy His two
assistants are medical women, and he and they all
work without payment The secretary and the
nurse and the charwoman are all paid Extra un-
paid help 1s given by a number of ladies who are
nterested in the work
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Letters from Readers

We urge our readers to express their opinions for publication on this page

Comments, critv

ctsms, wdeas, suggestions, for the Review and for the Birth Control movement, are welcome

THE MIDGARD CASE

Mr Midgard has sent this comment on the Cus-
toms’ censorship of Dr Rutgers’ book, as re-
ported 1n the September 1ssue of the Revew

To tae Eprtron

It 1s incorrect 1n a way, and leads to misunder-
standing and lack of appreciation for what I am
doing, when you speak of helping my fight This 1s
not my fight The 120 books are not mine, and as
merchandise are not worth the efforts and expenses
mcurred It 1s the cause of all progressive-minded
people of the whole country—yea, the world over
—to which I am devoting my best energies and last
resources .And, as all reports show, I have fur-
nished 1n this shipment of Dr Rutgers’ books a
most excellent object over which to fight 1t out with
the powers of darkness Therefore 1t 18 sad that I
find so httle financial support 1n this vital matter
No one 1s called upon to aid my ““defense”, in real-
ity I am the aggressor, attacking the government’s
position to secure for all freedom from supersti-
tious and stupid taboos

Further, I think it 1s a mistake and wasted ora-
tory to blame the customs officials for what they
are doing For I learned from the Congressional
Record (October 10th, 1929) that these officials
are threatened by a fine of $5,000 and a pemten-
tiary sentence of ten years for knowingly letting
anything pass which 1s afterwards found to be
“obscene” This makes 1t compulsory for them to
go to the im:it mn applying an obsolete standard

C E Mipcarnp
P O Box 375, Seattle, Wash

PREVENCEPTION, BIRTH CONTROL AND STERILITY

To TrE EpiTor

I have read with interest your editorial on page
245 of the September 1ssue of the Birth Control
Review commenting on the term “Birth Control”
I agree with you that the term 1s here to stay, but
I reiterate what I stated in my book Practecal Pre-
venception and elsewhere, that the term 1s a most
unfortunate one It 1s not only wrong per se,

etymologically and logically because 1t 1s not the
berth of a child that we wish to control, interrupt
or prevent, 1t 1s 1ts undesirable conception that we
wish to be able to prevent, but i1t 1s msleading
because a great many people confuse 1t and con-
suder 1t synonymous with abortion And I am coen-
vinced that a great deal of the opposition to our
movement 1s due to the latter fact

Prevenception on the other hand has no such
objectionable features It 1s an honest word ex-
pressing exactly what 1t 1s meant to express,
namely the prevention of conception Even the
term conception control 1s not honest and above
board For controlling conception 1s meaningless
There 1s no such thing as controlling conception
Conception can either be prevented or not pre-
vented—that 1s all there 15 to 1t And the word
‘“prevenceptive” used as a noun and as an adjec-
tive, 1s also admirable m its simpheity and 1n 1ts
unequivocalness

As to your suggestion that the term Birth Con-
trol or 1ts equivalent should also comprise “the
study and cure of steriity”, I am afraid that
would be “overtaxing the occasion”, it would be
what George Elot called “debasing the currency
of the language”, and would justly render us
guilty of the charge of hypocrisy of trying to nde
simultaneously two horses pullng 1n opposite di-
rections

The prevention and cure of steriity 1s one
thing, the prevention of conception 1s another
Both are important, but 1t 1s with the latter that
our movement 1s concerned and not with the
former And we need no apologies, no subterfuges,
no sugarcoating

Wirriam J Rosimnson, M D

New York

AN ANTHROPOLOGIST'S VIEWPOIN1

To TaE Eorror

It 1s encouraging to note the introduction of the
anthropological comparative pomt of view mto
Birth Control discussion Mr Herbert Aptekar’s
article, “In Anthropological Perspective” which
appeared in the July Birth Control Review 1s, so
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far as I am informed, the first attempt to show
some of the relations between the Birth Control
movement and critical anthropological material

Particularly important 1s the ease with which
the fimsy rationahzations opposing Birth Con-
trol theory and practice may be disposed of 1n the
hight of anthropological understanding of the same
rationahzing processes among primitive groups

To the non-anthropologist the existence of
Birth Control practices among non-western Euro-
pean civilizations may come as a surprise To the
antagomst of the Birth Control movement such
mformation may come as a shock

Anthropolegically, as Mr Aptekar so pene-
tratingly shows, the modern Birth Control move-
ment 15 one of the innumerable cultural entities
comprising our culture which we are attempting
to direct intelligently To the anthropolog:st, ac-
quainted with all sorts of fantastic (to us) belefs
and practices, Birth Control does not appear as a
moral 1ssue at all 'To one anthropologist, at least,
it seems that Birth Control 1s the private business
of the individusls 1nvelved, that it 1s offensive for
the neighbors to interfere with and officious for
the state to regulate or proscribe 1ts practice I,
for one, do not see that any 1ssue as to 1ts ments
18 presented, or any valid arguments against its
use are offered The only problems are those con-
nected with the dissemmation of the necessary in-
formation

Narmanrer Caxror,
Unsversity of Buffalo

Buffalo, New York

MORE ABOUT PLAIN WRAPPERS

To THE EpITOR

I think you are wise to send the Review mn a
pPlain wrapper There are too many letter-car-
riers, postmasters and others who would lke to
make trouble for any one who subscribes for an
advanced publication of this type

Propaganda wrappers will not do half the good
that one can do by calling attention to outstand-
g cases where the children of a large family, too
large for the economic standing of the parents,
are dull and delinquent Even where they are not
delinquent they are dissatisfied and go to work as
soon as they have fimshed six grades of school,
they also, for lack of any other emotional outlet,
marry young and produce more sickly, dull chil-
dren

Bieram ConTRoOL REVIEW

Any one who 15 thoroughly awake to the dread-
ful consequences of poverty and feeble-mindedness
mn a family ought to be able to pomnt out enough
concrete examples to make at least two converts a
week to the cause of Birth Control

Keep your wrappers as they are and keep your
magazine just what it 18 “The Watchword for
the only movement which can accomplish very
much 1n the lesseming of poverty and misery *

M WS
Pennsylvama

THE BEAMY SIDE

To TeE EpITOR

The substance of all the Review has contained
for the past twelve months 15 summed up 1n a few
oft repeated lines “We should have dissemination
of contraceptive knowledge, and prevention of re-
production by crimmnally minded, and mentally
deficient persons ”

I was of that opimion long before I ever heard
of the Review The paper 1s of no help to me, and
I can’t see that 1t will get anyone else any further
on the way I have passed on the Review to parties
I thought needed 1t, 1n most cases to see 1t thrown
aside Others read it, but found nothing to help
them

More than that, I find the people who should
use contraceptives won’t use them even though
they know how They are just too indolent when 1t
comes to a httle effort on their own part

Dr CoraseLprLE A FosTeR
Des Mosnes, Iowa

PATENT THE NAME OF THE LEAGUE

To THE EpITOR

Is the Birth Control League the sole source of
scientific contraceptive information and methods
i America? This question was brought to my mind
by the thought that, when the Birth Control move-
ment becomes wide-spread and more openly ac-
cepted, fakes and quacks out to make money off
the unsuspecting public are going to misappropri-
ate the good name of the League to their own ends
Since the League and the pubhic would suffer con-
siderably by such nefarious practice, I have been
wondering 1f steps are being taken to protect the
public or to “patent” scientific methods

Francis C Urinee
Monroe, Michigan
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The Answer Box

Does the refusal of marval nghts furmsh
grounds for dworce mn New Y ork?

In the State of New York such refusal would
not be a ground for divorce, it would, however, be
a ground for separation We quote an excerpt from
a statement kindly prepared by one of our legal
advisers, Jonah J Goldstein

The question of whether a wilful refusal of
one party to a marriage contract to submit to
ordinary marital physical relations with the
other, by and of itself, amounts to a matr-
momnial desertion or abandonment, and has
been the subject of widespread and long con-
timued debate with conflicting decisions
Three states (Cahfornia, Georgia and South
Dakota) have gone so far as to make wilful
refusal to submit to such relations a statutory
ground for divorce In my opimon, mn
New York State, a refusal by either husband
or wife to submit to ordinary marital rela-
tions with the other amounts to a matrimomal
desertion or abandonment

Why does the League woite men to become
members and then refuse to send them Birth Con-
trol information? Is there not something wmcon-
stslent heref

It 1s not our wish to give contraceptive informa-
tion even if we could legally do so Modern methods
are best prescribed by a physician after personal
consultation with the woman who 1s to use them
You will find 1n this 1ssue a statement of the aims
of the American Birth Control League

Where can I find a full statement of the Catholsc
case against Biwrth Control? I have read many
comments on the Catholic pownt of wew, and should
now lhike to go back to the sources

The National Cathchc Welfare Conference,
Washington, D C, has 1ssued a pamphlet Birth
Control by the Reverend Dr John M Cooper,
which 1s described as the official statement of the
Cathohe position This orgamzation will furnish
a complete biblography on request The Kmghts

of Columbus magazine Columbia, called the largest
Cathohic magazime 1n the world, carried an article
on “The Catholic Case Agamst Birth Control” by
Dr Cooper, 1n its July 1ssue

What was the name of the magazine published
by Mrs Sanger before she started the Birrr Con-
TROL REVIEW, and where can I obtawr a copy?

The magazine was called The Woman Rebel, and
was 1ssued 1 1914 We have a few copies 1n the
office if you wish to look at them, but they are not
for sale

What s the most approved manner of starting
Burth Control work m a dwstrict where lttle or
nothing along these lines has been done?

Cooperation of the leading physicians 1s the first
step necessary for the start of Birth Control work
mn a new commumty Our medical director 15 glad
to send technical reprints on contraceptive
methods, free of charge, to any physicians who ask
for them These reprints should enable any doctor
who 1s famihar with gynecological work to give
contraceptive advice

The expenses of a Birth Control clinic vary
considerably If the chimc can be housed 1n a local
hospital, dispensary, settlement house, or even a
physician’s office, the expenses are obviously less,
and there 1s the added advantage of prestige Pre-
sumably any of these places would have the sumple
equipment necessary and a nurse i attendance A
physician should be \n charge of each session A
clinic need not be open every day, hours should be
arranged to fit the needs of the commumty

Once a clhinic 18 established, 1t 15 1mportant to
obtain the cooperation of social workers so that
the families who need this service most can be told
about 1t

As the Review has often pomnted out, state laws
are for the most part not obstructive We sug-
gest, however, a perusal of the pamphlet Laws
Concermng Birth Control in the United States (25
cents)
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Chinese Periodicals Urge
Birth Control

WANTED A BIRTH CONTROL AND
MATERNITY CLINIC

F the many things that Shanghai today stands

i need of, a good first-class Birth Control

and matermty chnic 1s among the most important
It 15 evident that there must be a Birth Control
chnic, properly staffed and equipped to give thou-
sands of mothers the needed hnowledge of Buth
Control But 1t 1s even more evident that the prac-
tice of Barth Control must go together with ad-
vanced knowledge in care for matermty In fact,
the two things are simply complementary, not op-
posite, aspects of the same problem, namely, the
problem of preserving a good race-stock It was no
pure accident that Mary Stopes called her bock
on Birth Control “Wise Parenthood,” for the aver-
age public 1s lLable to emphasize the negative
aspect of Birth Control The real meaning of Birth
Control 1s, however, to teach us how to positively
regulate childbirth mn the interests of both the
mother’s health and the children to be brought up
Such a combined Birth Control clime and matern-
ity hospital would not only at once effectively cor-
rect the false impressions, but would have also a
great duty to do 1 adwismg mothers how best to
take care of their children, after they are born In
a scientific maternity hospital, there are many
more things to be done than just mere assistance
m actual delivery Both prenatal care, and sound
scientific advice given to mothers after birth of
children will go a long way to increase the welfare
of the race Thus a combined climic of this kind
would at the same time furmsh proper information
on Birth Control methods to mothers who do not
want children, and give assistance 1n the better
taking care of children to mothers who want them
This 15 a proposal that ought properly to engage
the attention of the Government Mimistry ot Pub-
hc Health After all 1s said and done, the argu-
ments for and agamst Birth Control all reduce
themselves to this Shall the matter of childbirth
continue, mn the modern world, to be a purely
natural process, unregulated and out of control
by human intelhgence, hike the reproduction of

pigs and flies? or shall the hght of human intelh-
gence be brought to bear on this most wital prob-
lem of the race? Still 1n a briefer form, the advo-
cate of Birth Contrel would simply say that par-
ents who do not want children have the right not
to have them, whereas his opponent must be forced
to say, parents who do not want children at a par-
ticular time, or who have too many of children al-
ready must keep on reproducing mere by bemng
kept 1n 1gnorance of scientific contraceptive
methods If the Mimstry of Public Health fail to
take the mitiative 1n this direction, 1t 1s up to the
Shanghai commumty to take this matter up
Therefore we are glad that the chimcal department
of the Shanghai Birth Control League, under the
able leadership of Drs F C Yen and J R
Branch, are making preparations for the setting
up of a few such chnies 1n the city

—The China Critwe, August 14, 1930

THE SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENTS
By ROBERT F FITCH

T 15 interesting how the attention of the Chris-
tian forces of China has been applied to the
alleviation of human suffering without at times
giving adequate consideration to the removal of
the causes which produce this suffering Much,
though not all, of our work 1s one of healing and
of rescue We have opened up asylums for lepers,
hopeless outcasts of society, we have established
orphanages for children discarded by one or both
parents, 1 connection with child welfare we are
establishing model homes and educational centers
where information can be given to mothers, we
have founded homes for the bind We have con-
ceived of humamty as being in such a hopeless
condition that the best that we can do 1s to rescue
a few here and there from present and futuie de-
struction
On the other hand, we have attempted certamn
things which are both preventive and prophylactic,
by bringing rehigious 1deas mto the race and thus
quickening the love of humamty, we have created
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a motive force which tends to remove some of the
evils just mentioned By rehgious education we
have trained a certain number of the youth to bet-
ter 1deals of individual and social reconstruction

In addition to methods of famine relief, we are in
recent years seeking to devise methods of famme
prevention, through education i the need of fore-
station, better soil conditions, and better crop pro-
duction through seed selection, but back of all
these problems there 1s another evil, which has
hardly been touched This evil to a very large ex-
tent 1s one of the mam sources of disease, famine,
avil war, poverty and banditry, which directly
takes an annual toll of life greater than all these
other evils combined Concerning this preblem the
Church has had little to say We face 1ts termble
consequences day by day So mnsidious 1s 1ts method
of working, so much less apparent than the more
dramatic and physical results of famine, civil war
and banditry, that we hardly seem to realize its
presence

Because the race between population and nat-
ural resources was a losing one, the people de-
nuded the forests and we are now told that there
are vast areas ;n North China where reclamation
even by modern methods of forestation 1s imprac-
ticable, that vast areas are doomed as far as aid-
ing n the problem of human existence 1s concerned
Furthermore, 1f strenuous efforts are not made in
the near future, in large parts of Central and
Southern China, the fate of these Northern areas
awaits them In connection with this hmitation of
resources there 1s an almost unlimted birthrate, so
vast that its toll in life 1s probably greater than
what would be the toll of life should banditry,
famne, and civil war be constantly recurrent year
by year m China

Millions of children are brought into existence
without a ghost of a chance as to how their needs
should be met In certamn parts of China 1t 1s esti-
mated that the death-rate in infancy 1s as high as
700 deaths out of a thousand births It 1s also
well-known that as soon as peace and order are es-
tablished there 1s a great increase in the birth-rate,
and this birth-rate agam goes beyond the resources
for existence which are needed

There 1s hardly a missionary home which dces
not come 1nto contact with the seriousness of this
problem Family servants who are capable of de-
voted service will have a family of such size that
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they are driven to desperation because of mability
to provide for the reasonable needs of their (hil-
dren The health of the wife 1s frequently endan-
gered and she often becomes thereby a merc drudge
and slave The homes of our servants prove most
clearly that even when economic conditions are
better than those which ordinarnly prevail among
the masses, they will still have more children than
they can adequately support, which means mjus-
tice to the child Therefore, the re-estabhishment
of peace and orderly government, ehmmnation of
banditry, and even mmproved methods of agricul-
ture and of industry, will not solve the problem
which exists 1n the fact that in the race between
population and resources required, the population
1s made to suffer

It 1s noteworthy that a Birth Control organ.a-
tion has already been orgamzed in Shanghai and
that 1t plans to cooperate with the National Child
Welfare Association so that m some of the local
centers which are now bemng opened up, efforts will
be made toward the solution of this problem exper-
mentally and at first on a small scale, with the aid
of qualified medical experts, both men and women
It 1s hoped that some day, based upon proper re-
search, expermmentation and proved results, there
will be a widespread movement throughout all
China to recreate a nation that seeks not quantity,
but quality,—that is contented with a lmted
population and can plan for this population down
to each child in the home so that 1t will be regarded
as a crime to bear a child without previous knowl-
edge of adequate resources to meet 1ts need The
children of a race are 1ts greatest potential wealth
The destiny of a race 18 1n 1ts childhood

In meeting the ordinary problems of life, we lay
our plans and work out our budgets but concern-
g our most precious possessions, we are so casual
that the act of bearing a child may become a crim-
mal act

A fundamental quality of the Christian rehgion
15 that of creativeness When the Christian
motive 1s apphed to the sources of Iife, to the crea-
tion and rearing of hife,—famines, wars, and race
hatred will have ceased from taking their toll Is
it not time for the Christian Church to demon-
strate not only what a Christian home should be,
but to cooperate with all agencies toward the pro-
duction of a new conscicusness m every child that
can be taught and in every parent that 1s to make
a home?

~—The Chwnese Recorder, August, 1930
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THE OEDIPUS COMPLEX IN SAVAGE

SOCIETY
{Continued from page 288)

existence of the nuclear complex, 1e the Oedipus
complex Failure to observe this nuclear complex
among the Trobrianders leads Malinowsk: to ask
his first question “Do the conflicts, passions and
attachments within the family vary with its con-
stitution, or do they remain the same throughout
humamity? If they vary, as in fact they do, then
the nuclear complex of the family cannot remam
constant n all human races and peoples, 1t must
vary with the constitution of the famaly ”

EFFECT OF THE OEDIPUS COMPLEX

The psycho-analytical theory of the Oedipus
complex accounts for pathological man:festations
such as the neuroses, as well as for most cultural
achievements 1 society, such as art and rehigion
The Oedipus complex according to the psycho-
analytical hypothesis 1s fundamental, umversal 1n
its appl.cation and responsible for the sociological
structure It 1s the fons et origo of everything
This term 1s used by Dr Ernest Jones who dis-
cussed Malinowsk1’s earlier findings before the pub-
lication of this book (Mother-Right and the Sex-
ual Ignorance of Savages, International Journal of
Psycho-Analysis, vol 6, part 2,1925 pp 109-130 )
The writer has returned to Dr Jones’ article in
order to get the psycho-analytical reply to Dr
Malinowsk: from 1ts direct source The crux of the
dispute seems to center about the question of 1gnor-
ance of patermty among the Trobrianders The
origin of the Oedipus complex dates back, accord-
mg to Freud, to the “Great Crime”, the killing of
the Primal father by his sons and the subsequent
taboo of eating the father substitute or totem The
Oedipus complex, 1f 1t 1s the cause of all cultural
achievements, must have been of pre-cultural for-
mation, moulding cultural forms which are handed
down by the “mass psyche” This latter structure
15 responsible for the continumity in the emotional
Iife of mankind and without 1t, say the Freudians,
social psychology could not exist Malinowsk: 1s
not wilhng to grant or even assume the existence of
a “mass psyche”, “mheritance of acquired psychic
disposition” or of any psychic continuity “that
transcends the limits of individual souls” Incest
taboos are the result of the Oedipus complex But
Mahnowsk: 1s concerned primanly with the social

BieTter ConTroL REVIEW

order and therefore explains them as the result of
the sociological structures, 1 e, incest 1s incompat-
ible with the orgamzation of the family Sex must
be ruled out of family sentiments for the preserva-
tion of farly hife Mahnowsk: adds that incest
taboos are unknown to the lower orders of ammal
hfe For the fullest explanation of the origin of
the Oedipus complex the reader will do well to turn
to Freud’s account in Totem and Taboo

PSYCHOANALYTIC AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL VIEWS

For review of the present book let us start with
the psychoanalytical theory the umversal, funda-
mental mfluence of the nuclear complex, and the
anthropological view the varation of that com-
plex depending upon the pecubar construction of
the family which 1n turn 1s determined by cultural
and economic factors

“The nuclear family 1s a functional formation
dependent upon the structure and upon the culture
of a society It 18 necessarily determined by the
manner mn which sexual restrictions are moulded m
a commumty and by the manner m which authonty
1s apportioned Among the Trobrianders uncle
authority and very defimte brother-sister incest
taboo 1s marked ¥ (Malwmowsk: ) Thus following
Mahnowski, among the Trobrianders the Oedipus
situation as we know 1t 1n patriarchal societies dif-
fers from the Oedipus complex in matriarchal so-
cieties where 1t consists of brother-sister attrac-
tion, with uncle-nephew hatred

Dr Jones has given much weight to the hy-
pothesis of “paternal ignorance” and deduces from
it, quite differently from Malinowski, positive sup-
port for his belhief in the primary, umversal exist-
ence and application of the Oedipus complex He
does not agree with Mahnowski that “the ignorance
of these complicated physiological processes 1s as
natural and direct as 1s the 1gnorance of the pro-
cesses of digestion, secretion, of the gradual bodily
decay, mn short of all that happens in the human
body ”’ (Malinowsks ) Dr Jones prefers to believe
that “In the first place we have the undisputable
fact that most savages all over the world, inclzding
those with mother-vight, are fully aware of the part
played by the man 1n procreation This 1s proved
not only by their own direct statements but also
by numerous practices based on the knowledge
and savages apparently ignorant n regard to
paternal procreation yield hints that they do have
mkhngs of sumilar knowledge in other fields of
thought * Jones agrees with Carveth Read that
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the knowledge 1s present unconsciously and has been
repressed from consciousness At this point, as an
analyst, Dr Jones attempts to give a reason for
the repression of such knowledge The motive 1s
“to deflect the hatred towards his father felt by
the growing boy ” This then would mean that the
origmal Oedipus complex acts so strongly in the
unconscious that ignorance of patermity was de-
vised as a means of removing father-son strain,
thereby admimstering to the general securty of
family hie

By a clever unconscious mechamsm the Tro-
briander father has escaped the wrath of a jealous
son who turns his hatred to the real source of au-
thority, the maternal uncle Repression of such
knowledge serves the purpose of “repudiation of
the father’s part in cortus ana procreation and
consequently a softenng and deflection of the
hatred against him, a consummation desired equally
oy son and father This 1s what has happened where
the mstitution of mother-right 1s combined with
demal of paternal procreation It might be sad
that just as the postural couvade 1s designed to
protect the child from father’s hostihty, so the
combination of mother-right and sexual 1gnorance
protects both father and son from their mutual
rivalry and hostility  (Jones )

The solution of the father complex 15 not com-
plete even 1n & matrihneal society, for the maternal
uncle acquires the attributes of the stern father and
becomes the father imago Mother-right says Mal-
mowski has the advantage over patriliny m “spht-
g the complex™ between two males of a household,
father and maternal uncle

SUMMARY

In summary Malinowsk: asks, if according to
psycho-analysis, the Oedipus 1s the fons et ongo of
culture, the beginming of rehgion, law and moral-
1ty, why should there be any need to remove 1t? Why
should humamty or the “collective mind” have de-
vised any means to break it up? For Malnowski,
the nuclear complex 15 not a cause of culture but
rather a by-product and a maladjustment which
assumes less harmful proportions 1n a matnarchal
than in a patriarchal society If Mahnowski 1s cor-
rect 1n his belief that the Oedipus complex exists n
1ts full form only in patnarchal societies, exempli-
fied by American and British family orgamzation
mn which we are beginning to observe the father mn
the process of losing position as patnarch, are we
able to hope for the time when neuroses will have
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disappeared with the downfall of the Oedipus com-
plex? The author does not beheve that psycho-
analysis can hope to preserve its “Oedipus com-
plex” for future generations “which will only know
a weak and henpecked father For him the children
will feel indulgent pity rather than hatred and
fear” I am afraid to draw such optimistic con-
clusions , for with the advent of that millennium we
shall probably be the worried victims of a new
“prty” or “sympathy” complex

The American Birth
Control League

AIM
The chief purpose of the League 1s to
make birth-control information generally
available in the United States, i order

1. That maternal and mfant mortality
may be reduced

2. That
decreased.

hereditary diseases may be

3 That
prevented.

crimmal abortions may be

4. That prostitution may be lessened.

5. That Child Labor may be reduced.

6. That housing congestion may be
reheved

7. That destitution and the resulting
need for chanty may be reduced

8. That overpopulation may be pre-
vented.

9. That the race may steadily improve
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Birth Control
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FOR CONSTRUCTIVE BIRTH CONTROL
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EVERYWHERE
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Sex Education
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IN THIS IMPORTANT FIELD

by
William J. Robinson, M.D.
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Sex Knowledge for Men $2 50

Woman Her Sex and Love Life 3 00

America’s Sex and Marnage
Problems —-- 300

Sexual Continence . 300
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Up to Date, Compact, Convincing

VARIOUS ASPECTS of
BIRTH CONTROL

MEDICAL, SOCIAL, ECONOMIC,
LEGAL, MORAL AND RELIGIOUS

By S AporpHus Knorr, M D

Tuis booklet 1s an mvaluable survey of the sub
ject of Birth Control Ideal for students, debaters,
study clubs Through the generosity of the author
we are able to make the followmg offer

Single copies 50 cents
Ten copies, each 35 cents
Twenty copies, each 30 cents

Rev John Haynes Holmes writes “Dr Knopf’s book-
let 15 as comprehensive as its title It 1s the best
summary of the arguments for Birth Control that 1s
known to me and its usefulness mn the field of educa-
tion cannot be exaggerated”
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