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In the Good Old Days 
The Fourteen Chtldren of Robert Page, Woolrtaplsr 

From a Braaa tn Carencaster Church 

C OMPLETELY overshadowed by the more 
spectacular Lambeth Conference, a 

memorandum (No 153) Issued by the Mm- 
lstry of Health m England has attracted 
but llttle attention I t  IS, however, the turn- 
mg pomt in the long struggle to prov~de con- 
traceptwe mformatlon for the poor whose 
only contact wlth the medlcal profess~on 1s 
through the Maternal and Chlld Welfare 
Centres After a guarded statement that "lt 
1s the vlew of the Government that ~t 1s not 
the functlon of the Centres to gwe advlce m 
regard to Blrth Control," the memorandum 
contmues "m cases where there are medzcal 
grounds for glvmg advlce on contraceptwe 
methods to marrled women in attendance at  
the Centres, ~t may be given, but such advlce 
should be lxmted to cases where further preg- 
nancy would be detmmental to health " 

It IS not llkely that the Mlnlstry of Health 
wdl retract the rules lald down m thls 
memorandum and the obvlous future de- 
velopments are toward broader provls~ons 
That thls change should be colncldent mth  
England's economc depression and the un- 

employment sltuatlon is natural The rela- 
tlon between populatlon pressure and unem- 
ployment hardly needs elucldatlon Accord- 
mg to the Mznzstry of Labor Gazette, un- 
employment figures for July were 
Great Britam 1,972,700 
Germany 1,857,474 

France, on the other hand, reports for 1929 
a hlgh peak of 3,257 unemployed m Febru- 
ary, slnkmg as low as 385 m September It 
should be pomted out that smce 1800 the 
populatlon of France has lncreased from 27 
mllllon to 40 mllhon, whlle that of England 
has Increased from 8 mzllzon to 40 milllon 
durlng the same tlme Any school-boy can 
understand the law of supply and demand, 
and draw the inferences from these figures 

The Natlonal Chlld Labor Committee 
polnts out m ~ t s  September bulletrn that one 
of the concomitants of adult unemployment 
1s an mcrease In child labor W e  have often 
shown the connection between over-wed 
familles and child labor Overpopulation, 
whlch throws the adult wage-earner out of 
work and forces the chlld mto make-shlft, 



underpa~d jobs, 1s also a baslc cause of chlld 
labor The VICIOUS tangle developes and will 
continue untd both the natlon and the world 
as a whole reahzes that ~ t s  numbers can be 
consciously controlled 

S TATISTICS complled by Vladlmlr Woytin- 
sky and published by the Pan-Europa 

League m Vienna are of interest In t h ~ s  con- 
nectlon General economlc depression and 
unemployment, accordma to Woyt~nsky, 1s 
caused by the fact that Europe IS trymg 
to find work for more people than it ever did 
before, perhaps more than ~t ever can The 
ten m ~ l l ~ o n  men who fell in the war have 
been balanced by a 10,000,000 drop m eml- 
grat~on, and the only solution of the problem 
is Birth Control "War has shown Itself an 
meffectlve preventive of overpopulat~on 
What was unachlevable for heavy artillery, 
amhips, tanks and poison gases must be 
achleved by a blrth-rate decline in war years, 
and blrth-rate regulation after war " 

I P we were asked to slngle out the one most 
Important result of the Lambeth Con- 

ference we mlght be tempted, a t  the rlsk of 
Irreverence, to pomt to the widespread and 
unprecedented publlclty glven to the subject 
of Blrth Control On careful examination, 
the actual pronouncement of the Bishops 1s 
mld  enough, but the newspaper space ac- 
corded ~ t ,  the comments and counter com- 
ments that filled the Engllsh and, 50 a lesser 
degree, the Amencan press cannot fail to 
make a deep impression on the general pub- 
lic I n  addition, we must not lose s~gh t  of the 
actual effect m Endand of the Blshops' reso- 
lutlon on Birth Control Mrs Annie G Por- 
ntt ,  Secretary of the American Birth Con- 
trol League, ~ h o  1s able to size up the 
s~tuation both as a veteran m the Birth Con- 
trol movement and as an Englishwoman, 
writes 

It 1s almost impossible t o  exaggerate the Impor- 
tance of the Blshops' pronouncement Everybody 
who 1s "anybody", here In England, belongs noml- 
nally, a t  least, t o  the Established Church and a 
pronouncement by the Bishops of tha t  church is 
of f a r  greater nat~onal  importance than the pro- 
nouncement of any great body of churchmen in 

Amerlca There are vigorous mlnonty protests, 
but the B~shops have spoken and no future con- 
ference will go back on tha t  pronouncement 
Henceforward the standard of morals of the Eng- 
11sh natlon Includes a proper use of Birth Control 
The  consequence wlll, sooner o r  later, be the ac- 
ceptance of t h ~ s  standard by the government In 
regard to  the Health Centers, fo r  the ban on Blrth 
Control cannot now be malntalneJ That  the utter- 
ance was guarded is not  important 

Bishop Ernest M Stlres of the Protestant 
Episcopal Dlocebe of Long Island, one of 
the promment members of the Amencan 
delegat~on a t  the Lambeth Conference, ex- 
pressed his approval of the resolution, say- 
ing 

If there 1s any subject upon wh~ch the church 
and sclence should unlte, it 1s Birth Control It 
w~l l  safeguard effect~vely the health and mental and 
econom~c conditions of many famihes It 1s war- 
ranted m cases where the father 1s out of work, 
where the phystcal condition of the parents IS poor 
and m such cases where there is a success~on of 
bables each year and where the mother 1s too weak 
to  take care of those she already has 

The report of the conference on B ~ r t h  Control 
cntlclzes most emphatically the refusal to  brmg 
chddren into the world for selfish reasons In  the 
report the subject was treated with greatest rev- 
erence 

I n  this matter the church has acted wlth vrslon, 
understanding and great courage and i t  will be drs- 
covered that  it has strengthened lts real foundation 
wlth a s p m t  of reverence that has never been sur- 
passed I t  has measured up to  the light and needs 
of the twentieth century Never has it been more 
genuinely conservative and a t  the same t ~ m e  never 
more progressive 

T o  present the other slde of the picture, 
we quote the Rlght Reverend Paul Mat- 
thews, Episcopal Bishop of New Jersey, 
who was one of the slxty-seven voting agalnst 
the resolution, and who "d~sassoclated" him- 
self from the conference 

I thmk the statement was somewhat too broad 
I n  England this qucstion is much to  the fore, and 
~t is discussed wlth considerable frankness Tha t  
is not so of America We are often accused of being 
Puntanical and prudlsh, but I thlnk, In matters of 
t h ~ s  kmd, ~t is an advantage to  be prud~sh Resolu- 
tions of thls character are ap t  t o  lead to  nusundcr- 
standmg F o r  the church to  lend ltself t o  a move- 
ment of thls klnd 1s most unfortunate 



Too many bars have been let down abroad al- 
ready I thmk they are behavlng loosely over there 
Loosely is the word 

P VAISE and blame have been meted out to 
the Amerlcan Red Cross slnce ~t an- 

nounced ~ t s  pohcy of dlscontinumg famlne 
rehef work m Cbma The posslblllty of at- 
tackmg the problem In a fundamental way 
Instead of abandoning ~t 1s rarely discussed, 
or 1s dlsmlssed as lmposslble Walter H 
Mallory, former Executive Secretary of the 
China International Famlne Relief Com- 
mlsslon, In a speech a t  the recent Institute 
of Polltlcs at  Wllllamstown, sald that in hls 
oplnlon Blrth Control, whlch would solve 
Chlna's food problem, 1s rendered Imprac- 
tlcable by soc~al tradltlons and the vltal con- 
cepts of the Chmese people, and that, be- 
cause of the lnappllcablllty of Blrth Control, 
he doubts ~f any permanent improvement of 
conditions 1s no$ possible Recent per~odi- 
cals from Chlna seem to ~ndlcate that thls 1s 
not the case On page 300 we prmt an edltor- 
la1 from The Chzm Crttzc, a llberal weekly, 
"Wanted a Blrth Control and Maternity 
Cllnlc," and excerpts from "The Slaughter 
of the Innocents," an artlcle m the mission- 

ary monthly The Chznese Recorder W e  do 
not Imply that these artlcles and perlodlcals 
are typlcal of the press of the country, but 
they are at  least an mdicatlon of what the 
vanguard 1s thlnklng 

T HE general onward march of rellpous 
groups toward a liberal pos~tlon on B ~ r t h  

Control was locally retarded when the 
Methodist Episcopal convention of East 
Wisconsin faded to endorse a resolution 
''urglng a more mtelllgent study from a 
Christian pomt of new, of the whole matter 
of voluntary parenthood, and approving m 
general the principle of voluntary parent- 
hood wlth proper restrictions " Accordmg to 
newspaper accounts, the resolution was lost 
by a two-thlrds vote, the younger element, 
roughly speakmg, votlng in favor of Blrth 
Control A forward spurt 1s lndlcated by the 
news that the Women's Chrlstlan Temper- 
ance Umon of Stark County, Ohio, a t  ~ t s  
fiftleth sesslon, has declared itself In favor 
of Blrth Control Small as thls particular 

local body doubtless IS, ~ t s  actlon 1s slgnlfi- 
cant I t  should be remembered that the New 
York East Conference of the Rlethodlst 
Episcopal Church adopted a report asklng 
for the removal of legal restrlctlons on Blrth 
Control and approving of the foundlng of 
clinlcs, last Aprll The tlde of battle will 
doubtless ebb and flow, but no one who has 
watched the developments of the last few 
months can question ~ t s  general direction 

Sherwood Eddy's artlcle on "Blrth Con- 
trol In Asla" and the statements of two Y M 
C A secretaries on "Birth Control and Sex 
Educat~on," whlch have appeared In the last 
two lssues of the Revlew, have brought us in- 
qumes and contacts wlth many workers In 
the Y M C A and allled fields I t  1s obv~ous 
that the gradual recognltlon by religious bod- 
ies of Blrth Control as a constructive force 
1s domg much to remove the taboo agamst 
whlch the entire subject has so long strug- 
gled 

HE Commlsslon of Soclal Justlce of the Tc entral Conference of American Rabb~s 
has recently stated its position on Blrth Con- 
trol as follows 

Birth 1s one of the many forces of nature whlch 
hke steam, alr, grav~tatlon, electrlc~ty and chemi- 
cal valence, succumb t o  human control as c~v~l iza-  
t ~ o n  progresses When the intelligent regulat~on 
of b~rth can avert suffcnng and degradat~on, the 
volce of mercy speaks That volce should not go  
unheeded It was not unheeded among the sages of 
the Jew~sh past 

I N Nullzficatzon or Repeal, published m 
this Issue, MISS Kenyon discusses some- 

thmg whlcb lles at  the bass of any plans 
for Buth Control work m lndlvldual states 
and In the country a t  large Restrlct~ve legw 
latlon exlsts m varylng degrees, from the 
general Federal Statutes governing the mall, 
to the lndlvidual and sometimes mvolved 
state restrictions on the purchase of contra- 
ceptlve supplles Nullification under pres- 
sure of publlc oplnlon 1s suggested as an al- 
ternatwe for the more difficult process of re- 
peal I t  1s a cholce whlch commends Itself 
through ~ t s  practlcahty, ~ t s  precedent and ~ t s  
sound psychology 



Nullification or Repeal? 
By DOROTHY RENYON 

after year our Blrth Control advocates 
Y T E a r  hat  m hand a t  the doors of our state 
capitals, seekmg repeal or  amendment of a very 
short statute that  has been on our statute books 
for a scant seventy years or  so A recent statute, 
as such thlngs go, and with community sentment 
sharply d~vlded as to  ~ t s  merlts How ~t would 
survive on a referendum vote (assummg the m- 
posslble, of an electorate fully informed and un- 
swayed by emotion o r  misleading propaganda) ~t 
1s impossible to say Yet there ~t stands, and ~t ap- - 
pears impossible to  get n d  of it or  even to get a 
vote m the legslature one way or  the other on ~t 

Thls Inertla of law 1s a common phenomenom 
It 1s more difficult to get rid of one old law than to 
pass a dozen new ones And m a sense ~t is well that 
~t should be so For  ~f our laws immediately re- 
sponded to every wave of feehng that  swept or 
appeared t o  sweep over the electorate there would 
be no stab~ll ty anywhere Some rules we must have 
And they must not change too often o r  we will not 
know how to  play the game 

HOW CAN THE DILEMMA BE SOLVEDP 

Our Birth Control advocates therefore find 
themselves In a dllemma How is it posslble to pre- 
serve contlnulty and certamty In our rules of law 
and a t  the same tlme get rid of those rules that  
have grown obsolete or  obnoxious? I s  repeal of 
the rule the only answer? Or 1s there another way 
out? 

Law In the first instance 1s merely the crystal- 
hzation of custom And custom 1s no more than 
what most of us are in the h a b ~ t  of doing most of 
the time The sanctlon of law 1s not altogether the 
pohceman I t  is much more the pressure of cus- 
tom and hablt behind the pohceman Take that  
pressure away and we are hkely to want to  defy 
the policeman Produce pressare m the opposlte 
dlrectlon and we are likely to  find the pollceman 
hlmself reluctant to enforce what the commumty 
(and therefore the pohceman) disapproves The 
Volstead Act 1s our outstanding lllustratlon of 
that  sort of thing It has shown us that  to pass a 
law is not enough We must also enforce i t  And we 

literally c a ~ o t  enforce ~t d sufficient of the com- 
munity 1s opposed I n  the last analysis, therefore, 
law 1s not what our legrslators e v e  us but what the 
community 1s wllhng to  take 

The Volstead Act brought thls soclal phenom- 
enon out Into the open But ~t has always exlsted 
among us It is not new, ~t 1s not radlcal, it 1s not 
even subverswe It 1s what mlght be described as 
the homely policy of group common-sense Let us 
take it out of ~ t s  controversial setting of liquor or 
Birth Control, let, us forget the Clvd W a r  ~mph-  
catlons of its tltle of "Nulllficatton", let us put  it 
in a genuinely homely settmg, and see what it 
amounts to Let us take a case where the hablts of 
the community are estabhshed and appear good to  
us and yet where they have not always been as 
they a le  now T o  most of us ~t seems reasonable 
and proper to  use the telephone on Sunday, to go 
for a ride in a trolley-car, t o  buy a soda a t  the 
drug-store, o r  even to go to  a movle on Sunday 
I n  New Jersey people do all these things on Sun- 
day Practically no one 1s shocked, pract~cally no 
one 1s disturbed by them Yet they are all of them 
illegal, that  1s to say, agalnst the letter of the law 
The Sunday Blue Laws are old laws, enacted a t  a 
tlme when telephones and trolley-cars were un- 
heard of, a t  a time when customs were utterly dif- 
ferent from what they are now The custom 
changed, the law did not But the commumty was 
able t o  get away from the law by the simple ex- 
pedient of forgetting about lt It became a dead- 
letter, prosecutors and policemen gave up trying 
to  enforce ~ t ,  the public slmply disobeyed i t  
through ignorance and wlth lmpunity 

The extent to which prosecutors exercise them 
dlscret~on m decidmg what laws are to  be enforced 
and how v ~ ~ o r o u s l y  1s something that  comes as a 
surprise to the average layman He probably vis- 
uallzes each prosecutor as enforcing all of the !aws 
all of the time Of course no prosecutor does or  
could do such a thing He has not got a large 
enough force of men under him to  begn with, and 
then there are f a r  too many laws What he does 
do is t o  pick and choose, as best he may, the laws 
that  seem to him the most Important or  for the en- 
forcement of whlch there is the most lnslstent pub- 



lic pressure Blue laws are rarely enforced because, 
as one prosecutor frankly put  ~ t ,  enforcement of 
such laws would make him the Iaughlng-stock of 
the communlty I n  the case of laws t o  whlch the 
sentlment of the communlty 1s violently opposed 
(as  for  ~nstance, the liquor laws in certain locah- 
tles) Junes are lihely t o  reflect this sentiment and 
t o  refuse t o  convict people for  vlolatlng them The 
hkehhood that  he cannot secure a convlctlon has 
deterred many a prosecutor from bringing sults 
of thls nature He  knows that  the jury 1s lihely t o  
nullify hls efforts And he does not care t o  spend 
hls time in futlle efforts to  enforce a law tha t  has 
become by force of pubhc sentlment well nigh un- 
enforceable Fear  of ridicule, of fut i l~ty,  of popu- 
la r  disapproval, these are the thlngs tha t  largely 
motivate, consc~ously o r  unconsc~ously, most of 
those officers of the law who are charged m t h  its 
enforcement 

A STUDY O F  NULLIBICATION 

So we find nullification In hlgh places A study 
recently made of the practices of dlstrict attorneys 
throughout the country is worth quotmg m thls 
connect~on Professor Schuyler C Wallace of Col- 
umbla Unwerslty recently addressed a letter to  the 
approximately three thousand local prosecutmg 
attorneys throughout the United States asklng 
them to  ~ndicate, ~f they would, the extent t o  whlch 
in the admlnistratlon of thew respective offices 
they made use of their dlscret~on t o  the polnt of 
actually nulllfylng archalc o r  unpopular laws still 
on the statute books The  replles recelved form the 
basis of an  a r t~c l e  recently contributed by hlm t o  
the Polstccal Sctence Quarterly (Vol XLV, p 
347) under the title "Nulhficat~on a Process of 
Government" I t  1s mterestlng t o  see the type of 
laws that  t h ~ s  nulhficatlon process has had the ef- 
fect of more o r  less repeahng Professor Wallace 
specially notes the speed laws, the Sunday closmg 
( s  e the Blue) laws, and certam "laws deallng 
with the problem of sex, particularly tha t  relatlng 
t o  adultery" 

Typical of an out-of-date traffic law 1s the one 
quoted by him which would requlre a man t o  walk 
on foot In front of every engme o r  machme dnven 
upon a highway Taken literally thls would re- 
quire a man t o  walk m front of every automobile, 
an obviously absurd situation I n  ~ t s  out-of-date- 
ness ~t 1s somewhat on a pa r  w ~ t h  the requirement 
that  every train on Tenth Avenue m New York 

City must be preceded by a man on horseback, a 
sight that  may still be seen, presumably not be- 
cause it is desirable but because franchise rights 
depend upon ~t I n  the case quoted by Professor 
Wallace enforcement would manifestly be absurd 
and presumably was not even attempted 

As an lnstance of the ~mposs~bihty of enforcing 
Blue Laws, Professor Wallace quotes the case of a 
man lndlcted for buylng a candy-bar on Sunday, 
who admltted the offense at hls trlal and was ac- 
quitted In three minutes by the jury  Presumably 
tha t  prosecutor did not t r y  t o  enforce that  par- 
ticular law soon again 

Adultery 1s another cnme for  which prosecu- 
t ~ o n s  are  rarely brought, even In states where dl- 
vorces for  adultery are of falrly common occur- 
rence Making all due allowance for  the difference 
between the quantity of proof required In a clvil 
as  dlstlngulshed from a cnmlnal proceedmg, ~t 
nevertheless remalns true elther tha t  the d l s t r~c t  
attorney hesltates t o  lndlct under such a statute o r  
else that  the amount of evldence requlred by the 
court t o  prove the cnme (and this 1s unquestlon- 
ably true of New York State)  1s so excesswe as 
t o  make ~t practically lmposslble ever to  prove the 
fact of adultery Thls 1s posslbly an  instance of 
judge-made nulhficat~on of law, the judges who 
first sat upon such a case perhaps unco&clously 
dlsapprovlng the law and therefore s e t t ~ n g  up  an  
impossible standard of proof for  ~t 

Among other statutes wh~ch certam d ~ s t n c t  at-  
torneys admlt they make no senous attempt t o  en- 
force are some of the local state Blrth Control 
statutes 

The conclus~on tha t  Professor Wallace draws 
from his correspondence with these dlstrlct attor- 
neys 1s as  follows 

The  fact 1s that  the laws have been and are 
bemg nullified and tha t  the practace of nu& 
f ia tam b y  admtnaatratave officers actrng 
eather on thew own volrtton or under the pres- 
s w e  of local p b h c  opanaon ss a d e s p r e a d  
p n d  seemrnqly accepted process of govern- 
ment 

I n  general, four impulses seem t o  have 
motivated the prosecutors m them policy of 
inaction ( a )  the deslre to  make their actlons 
conform t o  local public opinion, (b)  the be- 
hef tha t  lt 1s a waste of tune and publlc money 
t o  take actlon where, no matter how strong the 
evidence, an acquittal by a p r y  will be the 
probable result, (c) the conv~ctlon tha t  the 
enforcement of the particular law in question 



wlll produce lnjustlce rather than justice, and 
(d)  confidence that  through the substltutlon 
of a reasonable discretion on then pa r t  better 
soclal results will be achieved than through 
the strlct enforcement of the law 

Whatever the motlve, the fact 1s that  these 
enforcement officers have been and are subst]- 
tutlng then- own l u d ~ e n t s  for that  of the 
constitutionally ordamed pohcy-determmmg 
body and m so dolng have actually been null]- 
fylng the law The further fact 1s that  the 
practlce of nulllficatlon has long been an ac- 
cepted phase of our process of government 

Nullification then 1s an accepted practice m 
government Whatever ~ t s  faults, whatever its ad- 

vantages (and ~t admittedly has both) the only 
pomt we need now conslder 1s ~ t s  value ~f any to  the 
Blrth Control movement Shall the Blrth Control 
advocates contmue to go, ha t  in hand, every year 
to our state capitals? Or would they do better to 
forget the legdature and concentrate upon pubhc 
oplnlon, In the hope that  some day the sentiment 
of the community may be strong enough to Im- 

press our enforcement officers and to  affect them 
behavlor, m wh~ch case the Blrth Control law 
mlght well become just another one of those out-of- 
date statutes? I cannot answer the question, I 
merely polnt out some of the posslbihtles 

Heywood Broun on Birth Control 
Mr Brown ss rwnmng fm Congress on the Socwlst  twket tn the 17th Congres- 
saonal Dastnct, Manhattan Hw opponents, the Honorable Ruth Pratt and Judge 
Louts B krodsky, were also m t e d  t o  contrsbute t o  thw zssue but decizned 

HE B I R T H  CONTROL MOVEMENT has of 
T l a t e  gained consldenble momentum The re- 
port  of the Lambeth conference 1s sure to  have 
echoes over here, and yet the fight 1s st111 a hard 
one The first move ought to  be a dnve against the 
exlstlng Federal Post Office Censorship Law I 
happen to know something about thls because I 

- 

was co-author wlth Margaret Leech of a biog- 
raphy of Anthony Comstock Mr Comstock's 
name, m so f a r  as  it has not been forgotten, has 
become a symbol of blgotry and intolerance In- 
deed, George Bernard Shaw turned hlm into a 
noun, and comstockery 1s st111 used m the language 
as an  easy deslgnatlon for an  antiquated type of 
mmd M r  Comstock 1s almost a joke today, and 
yet the law whlch he put  over st111 stands and 1s 
f a r  from a joke 

Not only does the Federal Post Office law pre- 
vent the dlssenmatlon of Blrth Control ~nforma- 
tion through the malls, but it holds up  a number 
of standard and authontative medlcal books on all 
kmds of subjects pertalnlng to  sex 

I have always been dlsappolnted In the small 
amount of support whlch t h e ~ l r t h  Control move- 
ment has had from physlclans Naturally, we all 
know the exceptional men and women doctors who 
have fought hard for a hberal attltude But the 
profession as a whole has been elther fnghtened 
or  mdlfferent It seems to me that  they should 

realize how Important a phase of medxal freedom 
they are overlookmg There has been recently a 
great deal of protest on the par t  of doctors against 
the provlslons of the Volstead Act wh~ch hmlt the 
amount of alcohol whlch a doctor may prescnbe 
for hls patients It has been sald, and truthfully 
I thmk, that  thls ought to  be left t o  the doctor If 
we trust the physlclan a t  all-and we should trust  
him-we cannot llmlt hlm m matters of professional 
judgment As a matter of fact, even ~f you don't 
want to  trust the medlcal profession, you have to 
When a man 1s very slck and calls In a doctor he 
qulte obviously 1s putting hls fate m the hands of 
thls man He may say ~f he chooses, "I don't want 
any doctor " But the moment he calls one in, ~t 1s 
the appomtment of an advlser whose declslons must 
be accepted 

I n  the same way, I thmk, ~t 1s gross interference 
for the state to place precise hmltatlons on the 
doctor's prlvllege of imparting contraceptive in- 
formation As you know, ~t 1s now posslble In most 
states for a doctor In all legality t o  gwe contra- 
ceptlve mformatlon to a patlent when he has rea- 
son to belleve that  pregnancy would be dangerous 
to  her health Thls 1s done regularly in the case of 
cardiacs, and people suffering from tuberculosis 
and kldney allments But there st111 remain two 
fields In wh~ch the need of protection agalnst preg- 
nancy may be very Important Legally, in New 



York and Minnesota, for  example, the doctoi has 
no rlght t o  take into conslderatlon the economic 
status of his patient I am afrald no New York 
court would hold a t  the moment that ~t was per- 
misslble for a physician to  say, "Surely, I wdl 
g v e  YOU contraceptive information because you 
are f a r  too poor to  have a child a t  the present 
tlmc " Now, what does this entail? It means tha t  
many working women must remaln on the job 
almost up to the moment of final confinement, and 
tha t  also they must return to  work a t  a tlme when 
they are not yet fully recovered It also means that  
children are gomg to be born Into the world to  
families where malnutnt~on WIU be inevitable 
Surely, it 1s to the interest of the state to  cut down 
the blrth-rate in homes where the progress of the 
child is certain to  be endangered by poverty 

The physlclan might be able to  get around legal 
barrlers by taking a psychiatric attltude and say- 
mg, "A nervous breakdown could be brought about 
if you had to go through a pregnancy in your 
present circumstances in the communlty " But 
after all, t h ~ s  1s a roundabout method Why can't 
we honestly leave the whole quest~on up to the 
doctor? We know now tha t  a first-class modern 
physician must concern himself m t h  all the details 
of a patient's llfe He has not finlshed with hls job 
when he has examlned the heart and taken the 
blood pressure He must, for his own medical pur- 
poses, have some Idea of the conditions under which 
the patient hves, the salary he receives, the ex- 
penses for whlch he 1s responsible There should be 
no check upon the doctor's declslon tha t  Blrth 
Control mf&mation 1s necessary It 1s a handicap 
In any profound and thorough-going sort of pro- 
fessional treatment and advice It may well be that  
sometime or other Blrth Control organizations will 
ask for more than the physician's unlimited rlght 
t o  give contraceptive mformation However, until 

we have gained that,  ~t 1s unnecessary to talk of 
legallzmg other sorts of propaganda 

But I must go beyond the stand of the Blrth 
Control organlzatlon m one respect They have 
been a httle over-awed by the respectables of the 
community Almost always I hear it sald, "Of 
course, we arc asking the right of contraceptive 
information only for married women " Here again 
~t 1s easy to  see the difficulty which is raised for the 
physician He can hardly be expected to hire de- 
tectives and investigate whether the woman patient 
who says she is married, actually is Nor do I feel 
it useful o r  necessary to limlt contraceptive mfor- 
mation merely to the marned I f  it 1s true that  the 
advent of chlldren can be a hardship m many 
homes, it is even more evident that  the comlng of 
a child to  an unmarried woman presents a still 
more senous problem for  both the indwidual and 
the state The ~llegtimate child definitely starts  
from in back of scratch It is, of course, from the 
ranks of the illegitimate that  our asylums are 
chiefly recruited 

I remember I talked once to a g r l  who workid 
in a home for  unmarried mothers She spoke of the 
fact that  several of their patlents returned pretty 
regularly every year or  year and a half "We t ry  
to  rehabilitate them, but In certain cases we fail 
o\er and over agaln " 'Why," I said, "don't you 
ever thlnk it would be a good idea to  glve these 
unmarried mothers contraceptive ~nformatlon, so 
that  they might not be such steady patients?" 
"Oh," sald the g r l ,  "that wouldn't be moral " 

T o  me morahty always has been and must be 
now a clear and close consideration of the welfare 
of the lndlvldual and the communlty I do not see 
how anybody can deny the fact that  the easy dls- 
semination of Blrth Control ~nformation through 
duly licensed physicians, would do much to  make us 
a more happy and healthy clty, state and nation 

MEN will not hsten when we speak of such mat- 
ters unless we admlt a t  the outset that  medi- 

cal sclence and preventive hypene have so lowered 
the death-rate, among children especially, that  the 
natural fecundity of humanity must be checked 

The silence or uncertainty of Christian teachers 
m regard to  new moral problems, such as methods 
for the ellminatlon of the feeble-minded, no less 
than in regard t o  such all-important soclal ques- 

tions a s  slums and unemployment-I say nothlng 
of war-have lowered the prestige of the Christlan 
tradltlon 

He who is continually defendmg the first chapter 
of Genesls against belief m evolution, o r  sacramen- 
tal  magc  agalnst common sense, 1s not presenting 
Christlan faith as we learn it from Chnst, or  a s  I 
would have our teachers proclaun ~t anew 
D a  BARNES, Bsshol, of Bmrmcngharn (England) 



In Regard to Kitchens 
By RODERICK SEIDENBERG 

Though thts commumcatron 18 evtdently tntended for  an archrtectural publtca- 
tzon, we belzeve that supporters of the Bwth Contrd  movement rcnU read s t  

m t h  mterest 

AT a recent meetmg of the Amencan Arch~tec- 
tural Associat~on 1 was mstructed t o  answer 

your question concernmg our a t t ~ t u d e  on kitchens 
I n  the first place, the complete silence which the 

Amencan Architectural Association has hereto- 
fore preserved on t h ~ s  quest~on calls for  a word of 
explanat~on Let me begm by assunng you tha t  
however silent we have been pubhcly and offic~ally, 
we have gwen the general subject of k~tchens very 
thorough consideration in private Nor have these 
d~scuss~ons been purely academ~c and abstract, for  
the vast m a j o r ~ t y  of Amer~can Arch~tects have a t  
one tlme or  another used, o r  are a t  present actu- 
ally using, k~tchens in thew own homes This fact, 
however, does not account for the change of attl- 
tude wh~ch the organ~zatlon adopted recently 
Tha t  change was due to  the tremendous pubhc 
demand for kltchens of some type--a demand 
wh~ch unscrupulous realty operators, speculat~ve 
budders and even large scale building organiza- 
tions, have acceded t o  w~thout  the ass~stance, ad- 
vice and sanct~on of profess~onal arch~tects The  
si tuat~on has come t o  such a pass tha t  the long 
established pohcy of sdence and secrecy appears 
futile, and the Associat~oa, accordmgly, has de- 
cided upon a very caut~ous campalgn of educat~on 

Our non-comm~ttal attltude was a carefully con- 
sidered effort t o  st~fle the trend towards kltchens 
by the s~mple exped~ent of not calling a t ten t~on t o  
them It was hoped tha t  the question would, so t o  
speak, solve ~tself under the ~ntens~ve  campaign of 
the Back-to-Nature Assoc~ations, supported as 
they are by State and Na t~ona l  laws The older 
members of the profess~on, and part~cularly those 
believing in Nature, were emphat~cally opposed on 
moral grounds to  the introduction of k~tchens- 
evch in d~scuss~on And certa~nly, as  a matter of 
s~mple morahty, ~t must be granted that  kitchen* 
not t o  mention the very neat and effective kit- 
chenettes-are a modern mnovation I n  corrobo- 
r a t ~ o n  of t h ~ s  ~t 1s only necessary to  pomt out tha t  
the subject of k~tchens has never been gven a place 
in the cumculum of any Unlvers~ty o r  School of 

Arch~tecture of s tand~ng,  and the practice of usmg 
kltchens has been frowned upon by all well estab- 
lished ~ n s t ~ t u t ~ o n s  From the time of the early 
Egyptians, Chaldeans, Greeks and Phoenmans un- 
til late into the 19th Century, kitchens were un- 
known and architects were mnocent of them uses 
The American Arch~tectural Assoc~at~on,  moved 
by deep moral considerat~ons, had hoped t o  pre- 
serve t h ~ s  anc~ent  t rad i t~on 

It is unnecessary t o  dwell upon the obvious slde 
of t h ~ s  obscene matter The eatmg of cooked food, 
sc~ent~fically prepared and consc~ously treated, 
places the whole sacred subject of eatlng on an 
~mmoral and unaesthetic plane And arch~tects,  
above all else, are artists The  modern dining room, 
the ancient hall of baron~al  t~mes, the great mess- 
rooms of ancient clo~sters are an  expresslon of the 
beautiful n tua l  of eatlng-and architects have al- 
ways stnven to  make them as charmmg and well- 
proportioned as  poss~ble Here, food In vast abun- 
dance could be consumed w ~ t h  great relish, and 
though often acompan~ed by gastronom~c difficul- 
t ~ e s  and more fatal  after-effects, the practice was 
hallowed and honored as an  expresslon of a pure 
and undefiled natural funct~on The  artificial prep- 
a r a t ~ o n  of food by means of specially constructed 
k~tchens, lead~ng to  the possibihty of chosen d~ets ,  
carefully adapted t o  ~ndlvidual needs, and s ~ m d a r  
ultra-modern concept~ons, 1s an  affront t o  the 
inner meanlng of eatlng The  State has wisely for- 
b~dden sending through the malls any plans con- 
t a ~ n m g  kitchens, o r  any wntten mformat~on con- 
cerning these a r t ~ f i c ~ a l  contrapt~ons for the control 
and preparation of food products Architects 
have e v e n  of their highest genius in elaborating 
new and more perfect dining rooms, dinmg furnl- 
ture, d~shes even, and some have made researches 
mto table manners-advocatmg a n  ent~rely new 
and ~mproved technique In place of the crude and 
often disgusting manners of the M~ddle Ages 

The a t t ~ t u d e  of the profess~on has been singu- 
larly cons~stent and log~cal  In this matter It was 
not food, but the consumption of food as Nature In- 



tended man to partake of it that  has always been 
held to  be the leg~timate province of professional 
advice and study Nature produced food and it is 
not the business of architects to  Improve upon it- 
o r  to  affront God In HIS Wisdom by attempting 
to change it Hence the development of kitchens has 
been rightly looked upon as unworthy of profes- 
sional attention You will perhaps reeson that  
other domest~c features such as bath-rooms, whlch 
have been marvelously developed in recent years, 
cellars with elaborate mechanical heating devices, 
bedrooms with their h~gbly  developed furniture, 
where the great functions of birth and death and 
procreation take place under the most advanced 
conditions that  medical science has developed-all 
these may appear an lnfnngement upon the nat- 
ural order of things So indeed it may seem to the 
lay mind I n  these abstruse &stinctlons it can only 
be pointed out that  in the case of kltchens, arch]- 
tects are calledupon to interfere with, and promote 
the perversion of, a sacred natural condition, 
whereas in the cases cited above, they have merely 
developed the inherent tendencies of nature 

The American Architectural Association, tak- 
ing ~ t s  lead from the laws of God and the State, 
has heretofore refrained from any consideration of 
kitchens and has devoted itself with singular dm- 
~nterestedness to  the accepted province of good 
architecturcrl prac t~ce  Where, occas~onally, archl- 
tects have been privately called upon t o  advise 

their clients about kitchens, most if not all were for- 
tunately Innocent m these matters 

Lately, however, there has been a growing ten- 
dency on the p a r t  of the pubhc to use kltchens, 
even converting portions of the hving room, where 
necessary, for thls purpose This has tended to  
foster an attitude of independence in matters 
architectural, which the profession IS, naturally, 
desirous of curbing A recently accepted general 
pnnc~ple  of the A A A states that  wherever in- 
jurious and pernicious pract~ces are indulged In 
by the community a t  large, such practices should 
be professionally directed, rather than lose the 
busmess altogether Members of the A A A are 
therefore entltled to advise, a t  them own discre- 
tlon, as you will readily understand, In the uses and 
abuses of the kitchen 

For  the present the Association merely an- 
nounces that  no perfect kltchen has yet been de- 
veloped, and that  people using them do so a t  their 
own risk Furthermore the Association wishes to  
state that  once kitchens become legally acceptable, 
the profession a s  a whole will doubtless recom- 
mend their use I may add, merely for your private 
attention, that  the finance committee has reported 
the posslbihty of favorable economic returns on 
the installation of kitchens, to compensate archi- 
tects for the lnev~tably smaller dinlng rooms and 
llving rooms, which it 1s expected wlll result from 
the use of the new contrivance 

Havelock Ellis Predicts a Shift in the Catholic Position 

T HE church, always alive to sexual questions, 
has realized the importance of the modern 

movement and has adapted herself t o  ~t by pro- 
claim~ng to  her more ignorant and uneducated 
children t h ~ t  incomplete intercourse is a deadly 
sln, while a t  the same time reframing from making 
enquines into thls matter among her educated mem- 
bers The question was definitely brought up  for 
Papal  judgment by B~shop Bouvier of LeMans, 
who stated the matter very clearly, representing to 
the Pope (Greg XVI who was in office 1831-1846) 
that  the prevention of conception was becommg 
very common and that  t o  treat it as a deadly sin 
merely resulted m drivmg the penitent away from 
confession After mature consideration, the Curaa 
Sacra Poenstentmna replied by pointing out that  

smce ~t was due t o  the wrong act  of the man, the 
woman, (who was forced by her husband to  consent 
to  i t )  has committed no sin Further, the Bishop 
was reminded of the wise dictum of Liguori, "the 
most learned and experienced man in these mat- 
ters," that  the confessor is not usually called upon 
to make inquiry upon so dehcate a matter as  the 
debztwn conjugale, and ~f his opinion is not asked 
he should be d e n t  

We see therefore that, among Catholic as well 
as among non-Cathohc populations, the adoptlon 
of preventive methods of concept~on follows pro- 
gress and civihzation, and tha t  the general practice 
of such methods by Catholics ( w ~ t h  the tacit con- 
sent of the church) is merely a matter of tlme 

Psychology of Sea, Volume VZ. 



Prostitution-Past, Present and Future 
By WILLIAM J FIELDING 

N 1851, Paul La  Crolx, In the concluding para- I graph of the Introduct~on t o  hls monumental 
H w t w y  of Proststctwnl wrote "One mII learn 
from ~t (the author's work), above all, t o  thank 
Prov~dence for permitting us t o  llve in an  epoch 
in which prost~tut lon 1s being effaced from our 
manners, and m which sentiments of honor and of 
vlrtue are being born of themselves m our hearts 
One must have seen what prost l tut~on was hke 
among our fathers In order to  judge of the soclal 
amehoratlons whlch every day bnngs and of wh~ch 
the future 1s yet t o  feel the benefits " 

Seventy-nine years later, D r  Wllham J Robm- 
son, wntlng on the same theme' assures us that  
prostltutlon 1s very much with us today, although 
~t has taken on, in many respects, new forms, and 
achieved, perhaps, a new status and new d~gnl ty  
In  the latter respect, it may be considered as  hav- 
ing regamed some of ~ t s  anclent prestlge, for, as  
every student knows, the Athenlan hetalrai had 
soclal and intellectual prestlge f a r  above that  of 
the cloistered housewife, and the de~otees of the 
cults of Myhtta and Venus were following the hon- 
ored t r a d ~ t ~ o n s  of Babylonian and Phoenlclan 
mores and hospitality 

If  La  Croix proved a poor prophet, ~t does not 
necessarily mean he was a superficial observer, a 
slovenly student o r  a careless seeker of facts 
Known variously to  the reading public of the mid- 
dle nmeteenth century as  Plerre Dufour and 
"Bibhophlle Jacob", L a  C r o ~ x  was among other 
things a t~reless histonan of manners-+ e ,  in 
thelr broadest sense, rather than in the Emlly Post 
mode He  was co-author mth  Ferdinand Sere of a 
five volume work, Le Moyen Age et La Renuts- 
mnce, an authority still standard on the manners, 
customs and dress of those tlmes 

L a  Crolx's Prostrtutum is more than a history 
In the usual formal sense of tha t  term It is htera- 
ture, and human drama, wlth all the imphcatlons 
that  are bound up  in the dramatization of human 
- 

'Hwtory of Prostatutwn, by Paul La Crolx Engllsh trans- 
lntlon published by Covm, Inc , New Yosk Three Volumes, 
$30 
' Prostltut~on, the Oldest Profrsswn m the World, by 

Wllllam J Rob~nson Introduct~on by Harry Elmer Barnes 
Eugenws Publwhtng Co , N m  Pork $1 75 

events The author combed or ignal  sources wlth 
amazlng thoroughness and gathered a vanety of 
facts from sources often astonishingly obscure 
HIS authontles range from Aristotle on the Athen- 
ian cons t~ tu t~on  t o  papyn  representmg the latest 
archaeolopcal d~scovenes of hls age, from Tal- 
mudw commentators to meheval glossarists, from 
almost unheard of hlstonans t o  erotic poets, whose 
works have long slnce been forgotten, and Included 
the great lovers of all tune 

It e v e s  a woefully Inadequate conception of 
what the hlstory comprises t o  say tha t  La  Crolx 
has dlvlded his work Into the conventional classifi- 
cations of Hospitable Prostitutlon, Sacred o r  Re- 
hglous Prostitutlon, and Legal o r  Pohtlcal Pros- 
tltution The subject has been wntten on tlme and 
a g a a  from these standpomts, but no other writer 
has put  Into his efforts so much materlal from 
o n g n a l  sources, so much poetry and romance, so 
much a r t  and archaeology, and so much of hls own 
colorful personahty 

As a hlstonan, L a  Croix is no mere compder of 
social s tat~st lcs  and chronologcal data He  1s that,  
but, In addhon,  a poet, an artist, a humanlst, 
often a morahst-and sometimes not-a ven- 
table dare-devil of an archive explorer rushing In 
where the angels of history-wrhng had feared t o  
tread HIS sense of humor 1s hvely and robust We 
read, for  instance, of those hetalral "who dld much 
harm t o  manners, but much good t o  letters and 
the arts", and, of the Egyptlan prlncess who built 
a pyramld wlth the fruit of her nocturnal labors, 
addlng that  "sclence has not yet computed 'low 
many stones there are in t ha t  pyramld " 

If some of the subject matter seems t o  be gettmg 
away from the theme of prostltution per se, ~t only 
serves t o  illustrate La  Crolx's thorough-gomg 
method of delvlng lnto the erotic life of the tlmes 
of whlch he wntes After all, prostltutlon 1s not an  
Isolated phenomenon It is a vastly complicated 
problem lnvolvlng many lndlvldual and soclal con- 
sideratlons, although ultimately spnngmg from 
the dynamlc sexual lmpulse 

I n  pursulng a study of prostltutlon, D r  Robm- 
son concedes tha t  the first requirement is to  find 
out the cause-then to learn what kmd of person 



the  prosti tute IS W h a t  1s the Cause of Prostl tu- 
tlon? W h y  do women engage In ~ t ?  W h y  do men 
patronize ~ t ?  W e  find t h a t  the answer can be 
summed u p  m the three-letter monosyllable Sex 
T h e  fundamental cause of prostltution is the ex- 
lstence of the sex instlnct and the imperative need 
of ~ t s  satisfaction T h e  reasons why women and 
men Indulge m t h a t  form of sexual satisfaction, of 
course, need elucidation 

D r  Robinson, in addltion t o  namlng the econom- 
IC factors t h a t  sometlmes dnve  women t o  the arms 
of prostitutlon, g v e s  another Important reason, 
namely, t h a t  some women engage in prostltution 
because they love t h a t  profession, because they 
llke it above all  others, and because they would not  
change it fo r  any other occupation o r  pos l t~on  In 
life "They are  strongly sexed women who know- 
some of them from expenence-that no one man 
could ever satlsfy them, and even ~f such a vlrile 
man could be found, they need and enjoy the va- 
ne ty ,  the frequent change " The  nymphoman~c 
type, D r  Robinson bel~eves, const~tutes  but  a 
small percentage There  1s another type of woman, 
normally sexed, t h a t  resorts t o  prostitutlon be- 
cause she 1s unable t o  get  a husband o r  lover I n  
the first type  descnbed, the  sex instmct is the sole 
o r  paramount fac to r ,  In the la ter  case, it 1s one 
of the factors ,  bad environmental conditions and  
economlc considerations are  c o n t r ~ b u t i n ~  causes 
Homosexscslzty 1s gwen as  another cause Many 
women a re  sald t o  enter houses of assignation m 
order t o  be able t o  satisfy their lesb~an urge 

T h e  author  cltes numerous cases of prostitutes 
who eventually settle down In marriage-probably 
af te r  the peak of their sexual urge has been passed 
-and appear  t o  become normally, and sometlmes 
e x c e p t ~ r ~ a l l y ,  happy  and faithful wives and de- 
voted mothers There is also reference t o  the re- 
spectable married woman who engages In occa- 
slonal p ros t~ tu t ion  because her husband is im- 
potent She may love him and not ~ i s h  t o  leave 
hlm because she does not wlsh t o  cause him paln, 
o r  she may not want t o  break u p  the home on ac- 
count of the children, so she engages In occasional 
prostitutlon which she considers less f raught  wlth 
poss~ble consequences than taking a lover T h e  
woman of this group does not refuse the money 
t h a t  her indulgences b n n g  t o  her ,  but money is 
not the prlmary motive 

Many factors impelling men t o  patronize prostl- 
tution a re  gven,  one of the most important and  
cunous belng tha t  some men who have lost all de- 

sire fo r  thew wlves, who in  fact  cannot b n n g  them- 
selves--either psychically o r  physically-to have 
any sexual relatlons wlth them, regam both t h e n  
mental d e s ~ r e  and them power a f te r  havlng mn- 
dulged In relatlons with other women Thus, the 
pueUa renders a real service t o  the legt imate  wlfe 
"She often renders the monogamous marriage 
bearable, and f a r  from bemg a menace t o  the  sta- 
blllty of the family, she is not  infrequently ~ t s  most 
effectlve cement " 

As t o  the future, ~t IS D r  Robinson's well con- 
sidered oplnlon t h a t  prostitutlon In some form wdl 
exlst folever- e ,  as  long as  the human race ex- 
~ s t s ,  unless mankmd goes back t o  utter,  unre- 
strained prom~scuity,  whlch is conceded not likely 
t o  be t h e  case Furthermore, ~t is his convict& 
t h a t  the profession of prostitutlon should be de- 
clared perfectly legal and leg~timate,  which would 
tend t o  el~mlnate the evlls t h a t  a re  now inc~dental  
t o  i ts  practlce If thls were done, D r  Robmson be- 
lleves there would be a n  immediate change In the  
att i tude of the pella toward society "Treat her  
hke a decent human bemg and she will behave like 
a decent human being Cease hounding, persecuting 
and  humilatmg her, g v e  her t o  understand tha t  as  
long as  she does not offend publlc decency, she has  
nothlng t o  fear, and  she wlll a t  once b e e n  t o  resist 
the terrible exploitation t o  which she IS subjected 
on all sides " 

I n  a companron volume, Love In The Future, 
Eli Frank  Stevenson perhaps g v e s  some mtima- 
t ~ o n  of the solution of the problem--or, a t  least, 
one of i ts  possible forms-when he advocates as  
A New ~r i fessron,  the following ?In every com- 
munlty the physician wlll have a number of con- 
fidentlal lady frlends who wlll s tand in  the same 
relation t o  him a s  the trained nurses who respond 
t o  hls call These speclal assistants will be mature 
women, over thi r ty  years of age and  skilled in the 
use of prevenceptives A young man m need of a 
woman's intimate and affectionate embrace WIU 
consult the doctor and by hlm be furnished wlth a 
letter of introduction t o  a lady friend " 

It 1s M r  Stevenson's Idea t h a t  the  women who 
serve 111 this capacity wlll be among the most h ~ g h l y  
respected and honored servants of soc~ety, stand- 
Ing on the same plane as the doctors and nurses 
Not  a few, even non-confom~sts,  wlll rebel agalnst 
this suggestion because of i ts  crassly materialistic 
att l tude toward the sexual relatlons, whlch they 
- 

'Love m the Future, by Ell Frank Stevenson lugem# 
Publwhmng Co , Neu, York $1 75 



wdl cons~der httle above an outnght  barter of sex, 
retaining essentially the same elements that  are so 
object~onable under prostitution as ~t 1s now, and 
has been practiced since its anclent commerc~ahza- 
tlon ~ u t ~ r  Stevenson IS a utilitarian, a s  we find 
h m  saying "In that  day, alas'  still too f a r  off, 
an honest society, under a courageous civllizat~on, 
will most royally uphold those who perform any 
needed aervice " 

I n  any event there is something to be sald on 
both sides of the question, and as it wlll remaln one 
of our great problems for no one can tell how long 

t o  come, there mll be ample tune to  say it, for 
those that  are so lnchned 

Perhaps, after all, when the economlc coerclon 
and soclal stlgma have been taken out of prostl- 
tution, there wlll be left httle of the "oldest pro- 
fesslon" in the form m whlch it has been recog- 
nlzed for so many bleak centuries And ~t 1s likely 
that  only the moralists and the theologians wlll be 
left, if any-and it seems utoplan to concelve of a 
world wlthout them'--to lament the humanmng 
and dignifying of one of the most dynamlc of the 
blologlcal lmpulses 

An Unofficial Questionnaire 
Seventy College Girls Express Their Opinions1 

W H E N  I was in college, more than twenty-five 
years ago, the sex questionnalre had not yet 

gone ita rounds, and if I had seen one-even of 
the most officially chaperoned kmd-I doubt if I 
should have thought ~t qulte nlce to  answer ~t 
But the world was half asleep then Today my 
daughter and her friends derlve vast amusement 
from the ~nstructions e v e n  in her college on the 
b~olog~cal, moral and psycholopc aspects of sex 
The chief cause of their mlrth appears to  be that  
the puplls have already learned more in the school 
of hfe than thew instructors ever acqu~red in 
books, charts and classrooms The sex question- 
name IS a humorous classlc-and qualnt in its 
ant lqu~ty 

Perhaps because I am Interested and not easlly 
shocked, I have on some occasions been let Into the 
joke, so to  speak Either a t  first-hand or a t  second- 
hand I came to  know the oplnions and experiences 
of many g r l s  I found them so ~nterest~ng,  so hon- 
est, so different from what I felt a t  their age, and 
yet so much better adapted to  meet the demands 
of today than my own youthful ]deals would be, 
that  I began jotting down notes here and there, 
not a t  a l l f o r  the purpose of obtaining statistics, 
or to work up a questionnaire, or to "keep tab" on 
anybody Possibly I was unconsc~ously keeping 
tab on youth In general, lest ~t slip dway from me, 
- 

'For obvrous reasons t h ~ s  artrcle LF publ~shed anonymously, 
and the name of the college 1s not grven The Edrtor vouches 
for the authentrcrty of the data 

and leave me wlth no common ground of approach 
Posslbly rt was mostly for  "human interest" as  the 
journalist's phrase goes My daughter was In- 
terested, too We used to  compare oplnions, and 
shortly we reahzed that  we were obtalnmg material 
that  would make an interesting and perhaps a 
valuable study in modern socialethics 

So we decided to  complle a questionnalre of our 
own I t  was to galn the sort of lnformatlon that  
could not be obtained from offic~al mvestlgation 
We wanted the opinlons of the p r l s  themselves, 
based on their own experiences and hopes and ob- 
servations, and given as they would g v e  them to  
other gr l s ,  not t o  the faculty, the medical exam- 
mer, or the statlstlcian We enlisted the Interest 
of the g ~ r l s  we talked to  by frankly expla~nlng our 
objective We noted no names, lnitlals or ]dent]- 
fymg marks with the answers e v e n  us My daugh- 
ter made the final tabulations and secured all the 
mformatlon a t  first hand from undergraduates 

The results of the ~nvestigatlon, ~ f - s o  formal a 
name may be applled to  so ~ n f o m a l  a process, are 
given In thls artlcle Seventy p r l s  from one of the 
best known American colleges expressed them hon- 
est oplnions on mamage, love, children It may 
seem to some that  no general conclusions can be 
based on so small a number It should be under- 
stood that  thls does not pretend to  be the klnd of 
questionnaire that  would be obtained from a Y W 
C A group, or from more mature women I think 
~t does, hoaever, lndlcate falrly clearly what gnls  



of a particular class think T h e  college itself is one 
of the  best in  the  country I t s  students come from 
the more conservative a n d  well-to-do homes of the 
nation T h e  q r l s  questioned a re  representatwe of 
the  whole college, from every class, and from v a n -  
ous chques and  groups within the  college H a d  
twice as  many q r l s  been interviewed, I thmk we 
would have h a d  twice a s  many answers bu t  prob- 
ably about the same average of opinlon I n  large 
measure, these students have been brought u p  by 
mothers who were themselves college women, o r  who 
have stood in  their communities f o r  what has  been 
considered the best in t h e  social and  cultural tra- 
dition of t h e  country 

Every girl questioned wanted a love affalr 
Seven of them d ~ d  not want marriage, but  wanted 
a companionate association Thirty-one deslred 
such a n  assoclatlon before attempting marriage 

Fifty-eight wanted, sooner o r  later, t o  have 
chlldren of thew own I n  most cases they wanted 
two o r  three, bu t  a few thought t h a t  if health and  
money and circumstances permitted, five children 
would not be too many Nobody wanted the old- 
fashioned unlimited family Naturally, this made 
the subject of Bir th  Control of paramount in- 
terest Five of the  p r l s ,  because of relipous train- 
ing, felt t h a t  such information should be wlthheld 
from women, and  fifty-one of them felt t h a t  chll- 
dren should be educated in sex matters a t  a very 
early age Most of the girls were famillar with 
contraceptive methods, and  reahzed t h a t  in the 
complexities of modern hfe control of births would 
be necessary 

Sixty-six students agreed t h a t  the most im- 
por tan t  basls fo r  a happy  marriage was love, bu t  
five felt tha t  under some conditions marriage might 
be undertaken wlthout love The  establishment of 
a home, the demands of the family might make 
marnage  a du ty  

Of the thirty-one q r l s  willing t o  t r y  a compan- 
ionate marriage with a man they loved, none felt 
that ,  in case the association did not lead t o  mar- 
riage, ~t would handicap them in making a happy  
marriage with someone else Indeed, fo r ty  girls 
felt  ~t a distinct advantage t o  mar ry  a man who 
had  had previous sex expenences with women 
Twenty-five felt t h a t  it was a n  advantage to  a 
woman t o  have had  such experience before she 
married and "settled down" 

Fifty-three young women favored the same frce- 
dom for  women a s  for  men in sex matters before 
marriage Af te r  marnage, under some clrcum- 

stances, twenty-one g r l s  felt t h a t  they mlght m- 
dulge in  extramarital  sex relations, and would 
g r a n t  their husbands the  same privilege But,  In the  
opinion of th~rty- three,  infidehty a f te r  marriage, 
in  the event of there bemg childien, would be su5-  
cient ground f o r  divorce 

Sixty-five of the students felt t h a t  dworce under 
some circumstances is allowable Forty-nine 
thought t h a t  ~t should be granted should either 
p a r t y  desire it Only twenty-two would g r a n t  it 
fo r  non-support Forty-seven g r l s  thought m- 
compatibility sufficient grounds f o r  dlvorce, and  
fifty-five would ask f o r  it In case of cruelty I f  
a f t e r  a companionate association the ensulng mar- 
riage was not a success, twenty-five p r l s  thought 
they would not want t o  t r y  marriage agaln 

W h a t  d o  these answers slgnify? I f  any  one 1s 
shocked b y  them ~t indicates, f o r  one thing, t h a t  
already the dr i f t  from the old s tandard of morals 
has gone a f a r  way I n  the  early days of thls 
century, some of the opinions held by these young 
women would have been considered nothing short  
of immoral And yet, I have been struck with the 
realization t h a t  not one of the girls I have talked 
with has  given any  evidence of feelcng immoral' 
On the contrary, most of them have seemed in- 
spired with ideahsm, however incompatible ~t may 
have been w t h  the traditions of their forebears 

The  coming generation is seeing love and parent- 
hood m a new perspective T h e  answers of these 
p r l s  Indicate that  they a r e  making a dlstinctlon 
between sex, love, marrlage and  parenthood They 
a re  not following the footsteps of the  prevlous 
generations, placing every one of these experiences 
in one category and labehng the whole Life T h e  
grea t  Ideal is still a happy  love, leadlng mto  mar- 
riage and parenthood B u t  it is prec~sely t h a t  they 
may gain t h a t  ideal t h a t  so many of them are  de- 
clding t h a t  marriage must not be confounded elther 
with love o r  wlth sex They would remove the con- 
fusion of sex as f a r  as  possible from parenthood 
F o r  a good loler may not  be a good husband, a n d  
a good husband may not  make a good father  T h e  
trouble with the present system is t h a t  it has  a t -  
tempted t o  imprlson love in sex and  In marriage 

I do not  think t h a t  youth is tendmg toward  im- 
morality, nor t h a t  1s can do so while i ts  ideals a r e  
set so high Out of the temporary confusion due 
t o  changing customs, there must emerge a hlgher 
morality Youth would set free what has  been long 
a captive May the marriages of tomorrow find a 
new freedom 1 
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The Oedipus Complex in Savage Society 
B y  G E R T R U D E  D O N I G E R  

E have learned t o  appreciate the mterdepen- 
ence of all branches of sclence and t o  recog- 

nize the importance of not passlng over as  "out of 
our  field" the  findings of some other branch of m e n -  
tlfic research J u s t  a s  biology has contributed t o  
neurology, psychology t o  polltical science, chem- 
ls t ry  t o  medicine, anthropology enhsts i ts  theones 
t o  substantlate and check psycho-analytical state- 
ments I f  f o r  this reason only, we must welcome Dr 
Mallnowski's book, S e s  and Represszon vn Savage 
Socrety* a s  a n  a n t h r o p ~ l o ~ c a l  critique of psycho- 
analytical d a t a  W e  also acknowledge it as  an ad- 
dltion t o  the science of empirical culture T h e  
writer is neither a n  anthropoloest  nor a psycho- 
analyst, but is sufficiently famihar with the  Iltera- 
tu re  of both fields t o  see In Dr Malinowskl's statc- 
ments fertlle soil f o r  a n  academic dispute And whde 
the anthropologists and psycho-analysts wrangle 
over the theoretical lmpllcations of the sex life of 
the Trobrianders, their s~mple  l ~ f e  continues serene- 
ly  unaffected by hypotheses of either group 

T o  appreciate the d~screpancy of the two views 
let us make a brief survey of some of the older 
hterature  I n  1861 Bachofen's famous work D a s  
Mutterecht presented a central theme whlch has 
since occupied much anthropologrcal Interest Ac- 
cording t o  the author,  mother-nght was the earliest 
form of s o c ~ a l  organlzatlon T h e  females of the 
group were the workers, the economlc bread win- 
ners, the beareis of children, the wives of soclally 
unimportant cieatures called men Many theories 
have been advanced t o  explam the orlgln of such 
power among the women and a t  the same tlme ree- 
oncile it t o  biological findings How d ~ d  woman 
subsequently sink t o  the mferior role t h a t  she has 
occup~ed since then in all patriarchal societies? 
This  is one of the questions t h a t  followed from 
Bachofen's work More recently Vaertmg gave us 
another p~cturesque d,awlng of the primordial 
matriarchal s ta te  and perhaps ~t is this Utopla tha t  
encourages femin~sts t o  go on In the struggle t o  
regam their lost supremacy The  ex~stence of a 
full-fledged mother-rlght a t  any  p:r~od of social 
history is seriously questioned Some recognite the 

*Sex and Repress~on tn Saoage Soctety, b y  Bron~slaw Mal- 
lnowskl Harcourt, Brace and Co , New York,  $3 50 

type of soclety described b y  Bachofen and Vaert- 
Ing as  nothmg more than a matnhneal  society in 
which descent 1s reckoned through the female line, 
others interpret thls form of s o c ~ a l  o rgamzat~on  a s  
a s ta te  of matrilocal residence in whlch the men re- 
t ire t o  the  home of their wives a f te r  the marriage 
ceremony These modlficatlons of a strict  mother- 
right theory are  less offensive and less d~fficult fo r  
us t o  accept smce they a re  in keeping with the hml- 
tatlons prescnbed by biology and physiology 

The  Trobrlanders cons t~ tu te  a matrilineal so- 
ciety, t h a t  IS, one In which kinship ls reckoned 
through the mother only, and one in whlch succes- 
slon and mheritance descend in the female line T h e  
son belongs to  the mother's famlly and clan T h e  
husband is not regarded a s  the fa ther  of the chd- 
dren in our sense of the word T h e  natives are  
ignorant of the p a r t  played by the fa ther  In pro- 
c r e a t ~ o n  and therefore there is no p h y s ~ o l o ~ i c a l  tie 
between the fa ther  and hls children The  Tro-  
brianders beheve t h a t  babies a re  inserted Into the 
mother's womb by s p m t s  of her deceased kins- 
people Authority over the  children is vested in 
the maternal uncle, the mother's brother T h e  
fa ther  has  no power over the ch~ldren of the family 
and cannot leave proper ty  t o  them but  neverthe- 
less acts  a s  a "beloved, benevolent friend" t o  them 
"To the father, therefore, the  children look only 
fo r  loving care and tender companionship Thcir  
mother's biother represents the principle of dis- 
cipline, a u t h o r ~ t y  and executive power wi th~n  the 
family " (Malznowskz ) 

This  domest~c arrangement 1s contrasted with 
the European o r  p a t r ~ a r c h a l  type of soc~e tv  in 
wh~ch  the fa ther  continues a s  the patrza potestas 
and his pos~ t ion  is reenforced by econornlc con- 
d i t~ons  W ~ t h  this explanation of the two orders of 
social organ~zat ion we a re  ready t o  discuss the  
pomt of contention Accordmg t o  Malinowskl the 
psyehoanalyt~c drama 1s played w ~ t h ~ n  a partic- 
ular  type of social organ~zat ion composed of 
mother, father and children arranged in patr i -  
archal order The  Freudian f a m ~ l y  complex 1s the 
result of t h ~ s  order of social groupmg upon the hu- 
man mind The  F r e u d ~ a n s  rnamtam the universal 

(Contwuued on page 302) 



P O P U L A T I O N  S E C T I O N  
Edzted by  Guy I m n g  Burch 

Four Divergent Theories 
By H G DUNCAN 

HE eight lectures on the H a r n s  Foundation, 
T d e l i v e r e d  during the sixth institute, held a t  
the  University of Chicago, J u n e  17th t o  28th, 
1929, have recently been published under the title 
Populatzon ' 

Gini's three lectures on "The Cyclical Rise and 
Fa l l  of Population", discuss "The Evolution of 
Nations", "The Death of Nat~ons", and "The 
Blr th  and Revival of Natlons" Accordmg t o  Gin1 
there are  "two diametrically opposite oplnlons" 
in regard t o  populat~on,-those impregnated with 
a fear of overpopulation, and those wlth a fea r  
t h a t  the white race wlll soon cease t o  increase and  
be submerged b y  colored peoples These two oppo- 
site vlews generally correspond t o  two different 
theories of population T h e  first he desciihes as  the 
theory of the geometric zncrease of populatcon, 
"one of the  foundations on which the Malthusian 
edifice rests", and the theory of the cyclzcal rzse 
and fall of popdatzon Gin1 supports the second 
theory and  his att i tude is expressed as  follows 
"I have been, and I am, a convinced supporter of 
the theory of the cyhcal n s e  and fall of popula- 
tion, and f o r  the p a s t  twenty years and  more I 
have tried t o  collect facts  and  arguments in i ts  
support  " 

Accordmg t o  Gini, nations-"a g roup  of men 
having a personality not only from a polltical and 
cultural but also from a b ~ o l o g c a l  aspect7'-fol- 
low a parabola In thelr development B y  some un- 
explained magical p l  ocess this parabola becomes a 
cyclical process His  efforts t o  substantiate hls 
theory seem puerile H e  does not even appear  t o  
have gone t o  the trouble t o  experiment with f ru i t  
flies, a s  d ~ d  Pearl, but largely splns hls theory out  
of his head, baslng it on antiquated blology and 
unsubatantiated theories of he red~ty  H e  appears 
t o  have a combination of the theories of Double- 
day, Spencer, Pcll and Pearl  Acordlng to  Gin1 
- 

'Populntron, b y  Corrado G m ,  Shlroshl Nasu, Ollver E 
Baker, and Robert R Kuczyn5k1 I he Unauersrty of Chacago 
i eaa, Chtcago, $9 00 

"three-fourths of the generation which survives, 

descends from one-thlrd t o  one-e~ghth of 
the generation which is disappearing " "To hope 
t o  improve the race by artificially stimulating 
the fertility of the upper  classes is a delus~on" 
The lower blrth-rate of the upper  classes is due t o  
the "fact tha t  the urge of genetic instincts has  
ceased " Fomehow "nature reconciles psychic ten- 
dencles with the physiological capacities of those 
classes who have advanced farthest along the para -  
bola of their el  olution " 

Nations, Gin1 thinks, die either by vlolent o r  
natural  deaths, but  deaths may be averted and 
rebirth enacted by the injection of the blood of 
younger races Into the older races H e r e d ~ t y  is ac- 
cording t o  Mendelian laws and nations become 
grea t  because of the amalgamation of not too 
divergent races ra ther  than by a fusion of cultures 
Yet "persons who emlgrate a re  those least well 
s u ~ t e d  t o  the physical and social environment In 
uhlch they hve, not  only from the physical but  
also from the intellectual and moral standpoint " 
Through his three lectures little weight is gwen 
t o  the social and  psychological factors Indeed, 
Gin1 ranks as  a propagandist  ra ther  than a s  a 
scientist Consequently Professor Wolfe's state- 
ment regarding Pearl's theory appears  a p p r o p n -  
a te  here "It 1s too f a r  a c rv  from f ru i t  flies in a 
j a r  t o  human beings who have had a tas te  of ra- 
tional self-direct~on There is a n  lmplled fatalism 
in s ta t i s t~ca l  curves-a fatahsm unjustified by the 
underlying facts W e  a re  likely t o  forget the hu- 
man motlves which he back of the phenomena sum- 
marized in our  logarithmic char ts  T h e  future  
trend of the curve can be predicted only if we 
know these motives and the future changes whlch 
they a re  likely t o  undergo But  psycholog~cal fac- 
tors  a re  not always predictable Herein lay the 
defect of Malthus' analysls Herein also lles a 
great  defect of current population li terature" 
(Dublln, L I ,  Editor,  Populatzon Problems en 
the Unzted States and Canada, p 7 5  ) 



POPULATION T R E N D S  I N  CERTAIN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
-Nem Pork Tamst, Beptembsr 14th 

In  hls three lectures on "Population and the 
Food Supply", Professor Nasu gves  us mterest- 
mg, sane, logcal  discussions of "The Standard of 
Llving and the Population Problem", "Popula- 
tlon Problems of the Eas t  and West", and "Can 
Japan  Solve Her  Population Problems" He  states 
that  what we call overpopulation o r  underpopula- 
tlon 1s meaningless unless we consider the standard 
of hving Furthermore there is hkely to  be over- 
population and underpopulatlon m any natlon, 
depend~ng upon the standard of livmg of the d~ffer- 
ent social classes The standard of hving of one 
group may be golng u p  while another 1s golng 
down Overpopulatlon "exlsts whenever there are 
more people than can be supported by a gven 
soclety wlthout lowenng the average standard of 
living of the masses " Overpopulatlon may man]- 
fest itself m the form of an increase of unemploy- 
ment, in the lowerlng of the p u r c h a s ~ n ~  power of 
wages, o r  in the excessive subdivision of farm lands 
into ever smaller and smaller allotments" The 
general standard of hvmg of the masses is deter- 
mined by the "productivity of the soclety," the 

"coefficient of the dlvislon of wealth between the 
general masses and a small number of wealthy 
people m tha t  society," and the "number of the 
common people " The  solutlon of the problem of 
populat~on may be accomphshed through an " i -  

crease of production by the development of tech- 
nlque o r  by the elimination of waste," through 
"changmg the coefficient of the dlvislon of wealth 
among different social classes," o r  through reguls- 
tion of numbers 

Nasu thinks tha t  the "science of eugenics has 
not as yet developed sufficiently to  be our unernng 
guide," but the soundest method a t  present is t o  
adopt sane measures t o  restrict the reprodnction 
of abnormal and defective famllles regardless of 
class Also one of the cures for  over-population 1s 
to  raise the standard of llvlng The difference be- 
tween the population problem of the Eas t  and 
West is malnly due to  the facts that  the whlte race 
controls about elght-nmths of the earth's surface, 
tha t  Oriental countries are predomlnently agn-  
cultural, and that there are dflerences In the rela- 
tive importance of famly  and clty l ~ f e  



Accordmg to Nasu when the problem of over- 
population disappears the problem of underpopu- 
latlon appears In a capltahstlc country when a 
certam development 1s reached, the capaclty to 
absorb an increasing populatlon dechnes because 
machmes replace men, and periodical economlc 
depressions retard development, causlng unem- 
ployment Consequently the "quantltatlve problem 
of population In a capltalistlc country is not sim- 
ply a question between man and hls natural en- 
vlronment, but rather a questlon between man and 
hls social-economlc system " Nasu draws some In- 
teresting cornpansons between the Unlted States, 
Russla, and Japan The Unlted States and Russla 
are d~ametncally opposite to each other and ~t 
wd1 be lnterestmg to see which exerts the greatest 
Influence upon the world Russla 1s the most east- 
ern of the western natlons, w@le Japan 1s the most 
western of the eastern natlons He thlnks that ~f 
the artlficlal barrlers to Japanese lmmlgration 
were removed the "psycholog~cal effect would un- 
doubtedly be tremendous, because when somethmg - 
1s kept away from you mtentlonally, ~ t s  value wlll 
be very often overestunated, to your deep resent- 
ment " 

Baker, In "The Trend of Agricultural Produc- 
tion m North Amenca and I ts  Relatlon to Europe 
and Asla," presents much of the "factual" mate- 
na l  contamed in hls other wntlngs (see especially 
Annols, Vol CXLII, March, 1929, pp 97-146) - - 
He shows the increases and decreases m the pro- 
ductlon and consumption of different food stuffs, 
and how people change their d ~ e t  The dlet of the 
Amencan people 1s apparently changmg quite 
rapldly and if it "was changed to that In Germany 
before the War, whlch was ample, about 40,000,- 
000 acres less crop land would be needed Even 
now there 1s around 500,000,000 acres of potential 
arable land m the Unlted States " Durlng the 
years of 1920 to 1925 ~nclusive, the replacement of 
horses and mules by automob~les and tractors re- 
leased 10,000,000 acres of crop land By 1928 this 
had perhaps reached 20,000,000 acres Most of 
thls released land 1s now used In producing meat 
and dalry products, and In growlng cotton Baker 
says that 7,000,000 farmers In the Unlted States 
and Canada-less than 4% of the farmers and 
farm laborers In the world-produce 70% of the 
corn of the world, 60% of the cotton, 50% of the 
tobacco, 40% of the oats and hay, 30% of the 
sugar (~ncludmg Cuba, Hawan, and Porto Rico), 

toes, 6% of the rye, but less than 1% of the nce 
In h ~ s  lecture on "The World's Future Popula- 

tion", Kuczynskl restates hls theory found In his 
book Tk Bolame of Bwths Mtd Deaths, 1928, 
and his article in Forergn Affatrs, October, 1928, 
that IS, that people projectlng the growth of popu- 
latlon have failed to conslder that the number of 
women of child-beanng age is constantly decreas- 
Ing He thmks the world's population 1s around 
1,800,000,000 The average denslty 1s 34, but in 
England it 1s 700, m the United States 40, and In 
Austraha 2 If the world were proportionately as 
densely populated as England there would be 37,- 
000,000,000 people In the world He estimates the 
maxlmum populatlon the world can support to  be 
around 10,000,000,000 Because of the constantly 
decreasmg number of women m the reproductme 
age, Kuczynskl sees "no real danger of a general 
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Birth Control League of Massachusetts 
18 JOY STREET,  BOSTON, MASS 

We contanue the repm-ts of state organrzataons bepm m September m t h  accounts 
01 the Zllrnocs, New Jersey and Pennsylvanza leagues The November usue d l  

carry  reports of the Connectzcut and Calzfornta organazatzons 

N Massachusetts, ~t has seemed necessary to  I clear up  the legal s~tuation before taklng 
definlte action The general Impresslon among 
both physic~ans and laymen has been that  it 1s 
agamst the law to gme contraceptlve informat~on, 
although most of them had not even read the law 
This lmpresslon had grown up not only from hear- 
say but from prlnted statements made by several 
Birth Control organlzatlons 

The first step of the Massachusetts League was 
to engage three em~nent lawyers to make thorough 
and Independent studles of the state laws Their 
legal opmons were published In the New England 
Journal of Medzczne on January 23, 1930 These 
attorneys all agreed that  oral informat~on in 
Massachusetts IS perm~tted but that  the selling, 
lending or glving away of contraceptlve artlcles is 
proh~blted A doctor In his prlvate practice may 
wnte a prescription for these art~cles and that  
prescr~pt~on may be filled, ~f certain precaut~ons 
*re followed ~ u t  In a large and publlc estabhsh- 
ment, as a hospltal o r  a cllnlc, the dlfficult~es in 
handling these articles lncrease Therefore, it 
seems necessary to clanfy the present law In order 
to  make it perfectly clear tha t  ~t is not Intended 
to  hamper physlclans in thew legitimate practlce 

The following excerpt 1s taken from the article 
ment~oned above, "Contracept~ve Advlce and the 
Massachusetts Law" (New England Journal of 
Medrczne, January 23rd, 1930) 

If in the reasonable exerclse of a 
physman's professional judgment he is of 
the opinlon that  pregnancy and chlldblrth 
would be senously detrimental to  a woman's 
health, he may legally give that woman oral 
advlce as to  the use of contraceptive meas- 
ures, and may even write a prescription for 
the necessary chem~cals or apphances He 
may lnstruct the patient how to  employ these 
appliances When it comes to securlng these 
chemicals or apphances, the law IS not so kind 

A man contemplating ilhclt congress 
may lawfully purchase such an artlcle, but if  
hc vilshes to  secure an appliance to prevent 
h ~ s  w~fe, who has nephnt~s,  from becoming 

prepnant, he may not lawfully make the pur- 
chase 

One of the chlef actlvitles for the comlng year 
wl l  be the orgamzation by our Fleld secretary of 
commlttees In varlous towns throughout the state 
The Field Secretary will find proper cha~rmen, get 
up meetlngs on B ~ r t h  Control, mtervlew the Im- 
portant doctors and soclal agencies and get llsts 
of members of local clubs for the use of the mem- 
bershlp commlttee of the League The chalrman 
of each town comm~ttee w~l l  be a member of the 
Member~h~p committee of the League, and wlll 
form a commlttee to  promote the Birth Control 
movement In her locallty 

Last spnng, several members of the Execut~ve 
Committee lntewiewed the heads of some forty 
social agencies and settlement houses In and near 
Boston, to explaln the law and to  see what practl- 
cal work could be done A large par t  of the work 
of the League has been done qu~etly by the Execu- 
twe Comm~ttee and thls qulet 1s essential t o  the 
success of the work In Massachusetts 

The State Counc~l of the Massachusetts League 
is composed of twenty-five prominent clt~zens of 
the state Mrs Charles Sumner Bird, Ahce Stone 
Blackwell, D r  Walter P Bowers, Cornella James 
Cannon, Professor Thomas Nixon Carver, D r  
Robert L DeNormandle, Prof E M East ,  Dr 
Martin Edwards, D r  James M Faulkner, D r  
Alexander Forbes, D r  Alice Hamilton, Mrs Ro- 
land G Hopkins, Joseph Lee, D r  Abraham Myer- 
son, D r  John C Phllhps, D r  Wdham M Shedden, 
D r  George Gilbert Sm~th,  D r  Howard B 
Sprague, Lothrop Stoddard, Prof F W Taus- 
sig, D r  John H Taylor, Prof A M Tozzer, 
Prof Robert DeC Ward, Prof Samuel Wilhston, 
MISS Mary P Wlnsop The Execut~ve Committee 
1s made up of the officers of the League and chair- 
men of varlous commlttees The present officers 
are Mrs Oakes Ames, Presrdent, Mrs Je s se  
Ames Marshall and Mrs Leshe D Hawkndge, 
Vzce-Preszdents , Mrs H M Goodwm, Treasurer, 
Mrs Edward L H a r r ~ s ,  Recordzng Secretary, and 
Mrs E M East,  Executsve Secretary 



Book Reviews 

The Levities of Loebel 
F R O M  MARRIAGE T O  LOVE, by Josef Loebel, 

M D , Zves Woshburn, New York $3 00 

HYSICIANS and  other men of science a re  
P c o n s t a n t l y  bemoanmg the fac t  t h a t  profes- 
s ~ o n a l  w r ~ t e r s  m~smterpre t  them findings, d ~ s t o r t  
thew meanings, fail  t o  appreciate thew signifi- 
cance Yet ~t has been the experience of thls reviewer 
t h a t  whenever the medmne men take t o  thew type- 
wnters, they a re  either unspeakably dull o r  un- 
bearably' p a t r o n m n g  Here is a physman called 
(by the blurb-writer fo r  h ~ s  publishers a t  any ra te)  
"the wltty sage of Franzenband," who is strug- 
glmg so desperately t o  be vivacious about sex as  t o  
gwe the reader the uncomfortable sensation of 
sit t lng In on a "smut session" a t  some theological 
semlnary 

W e  a re  told t h a t  the doctor is (Heaven forbid) 
"sophist~cated" T o  prove it he quotes from the 
Greeks, chucks in some French, ment~ons Casa- 
nova and Brigham Y o m g  and on the whole dishes 
u p  a revised e d ~ t ~ o n  of What  Every Young Gzrl 
Should Know, written in the lamentable style of 
W d l  Duran t  with a Freudian side-h~ck If we have 
t o  have wisecracks about sex we will stick t o  the 
professional Walter  Winchell varlety 

MCALISTEE COLEMAN 

N O T E S  O N  MALTHUS'  "PRINCIPLES O F  
POLITICAL ECONOMY," by David Ricardo 
Edlted w ~ t h  a n  introduction by Jacob  H Hol- 
lander and  T E Gregory J o h n  Hopkens 
Press, Ba l tmore  $5 00 

P ROFESSOR H O L L A N D E R  has made a sub- 
stantial  contnbution t o  the history of classi- 

cal economic thought in publishing w ~ t h  so able a n  
mtroduction the manuscript, "lost" fo r  a century, 
of Ricardo's notes on Malthus' work on economic 
theory The  students of Ricardo, the most ongmal  
and  perspicacious of the Classicalists, wdl find it 
mdlspensible Other economists w ~ l l  hardly more 
than scan ~t T h e  discovery of the manuscr~pt  1s 
~nterestmgly related James M111, McCulloch and 
Trower u n ~ t e d  In adv~s ing  R ~ c a r d o  against pubh- 
c a t ~ o n ,  a t  least in the latters' Pnnczples, of such 

controvers~al m a t e r ~ a l  I suspect t h a t  some pres- 
ent-day readers wlll feel t h a t  the "notes" deal too 
much with the d r y  wood of dead controversy t o  be 
very e x c h n g  now T h e  "notes" a re  concerned 
mainly wlth Malthus' "fallac~es" on the nature and 
measure of value, the nature and progress of rent, 
the theory of wages, profits, the nature and ef- 
fect of f o r e ~ g n  t rade  and such matters Their ch~ef  
value-and In t h ~ s  one may agree w ~ t h  Professor 
Hollander-lies In filling gaps  and  clearing away 
doubts about the doctrmal d~fferences between the 
ch~ef  figures of Ricardian economics Malthus' 
Polattcal Economy 1s revived from neglect, while 
Ricardo's loglcal preclslon s tdl  shines w ~ t h  un- 
tarnlshed brilliance No radical changes In our  
es tmates  of either men a re  demanded The  debate, 
a s  so often happens, converted neither 

The  type, paper, and format do honor t o  a 
great  univers~ty press 

NOEMAN E HIMES 

M E N  A N D  MORALS, THE S T O R Y  O F  
E T H I C S ,  by Woodbndge Riley Doubleday, 
D o r a n  $ Co , Garden Ccty, N Y $5 00 

HIS book 1s a summary history of e t h ~ c a l  
T t h o u g h t ,  with comments by the author  As 
the introduct~on, "The Pageant  of Morals," sug- 
gests, it gives a colorful picture of the moral 
thought of the world T h e  author  first presents a 
procession of representatwe figures, passing In his- 
t o r ~ c  succession down through the ages, then  he 
proceeds t o  a closer examlnat~on of the characters 
a t  rest Begmn~ng with the Greeks, and the develop- 
ment of e t h ~ c a l  thought before the dawn of Chns- 
t imi ly ,  he follows the procession through the Mid- 
dle Ages and the Rennaisance, down t o  and includ- 
ing the present Because he has  undertaken t o  
cover such a large amount of material, he has of 
necessity been obl~ged t o  omit some characters 
who might have been included T h e  reader feels, 
however, t h a t  he has made a judicious selection 
and tha t  the task, even though huge, was handled 
well 

Because the author  has  attempted not merely 
t o  por t ray  the moral codes of the pas t  but  t o  
evaluate them in the hght of history and  t o  t race 



thew contlnulty and relatlonsh~ps In the hght of 
the present, thls book goes farther than the Out- 
3mes of thls o r  that  field wlth whlch we are so com- 
monly favored a t  the present time Readers of the 
B r t h  Control Review will be Interested In hls em- 
phasls on Plato as  a eugenic reformer and as  a n  
advocate of equal rlghts for women Discussmg 
olerpopulatlon In anclent Greece, he says, "It was 
thls situation whlch led even the astute Arlstotle 
t o  reason tha t  ~f all the chlldren it was posslble 
for adult couples to  produce were born and 
brought up, a fearful aggravation of poverty, with 
all ~ t s  accompanying troubles and suffermg, would 
be mevltable The  law of d~mlnish~ng returns and 
the margin of cultwation were as  yet the far-off 
formulas of the days of Malthus, Eat the same pnn-  
c~ples were a t  work then In crowded Greece as 
later m the congested slums of England It was 
an understandmg of these pnnclples tha t  led 
Plato t o  advocate, as  the ch~ef check on popula- 
tlon, preventive restraint He  went the llmlt In- 
stead of leaving B ~ r t h  Control to  the lndlvldual he 
handed ~t over to  the state "Plato was no 
mllk and water reformer " 

Perhaps t o  ach~eve a popular style, o r  ~t may 
be from a genume convlctlon, there is occasional 
over-statement A flagrant example 1s the author's 
unjust reference to  John H Noyes as, "the lecher- 
ous leader of the Onelda commumty" F o r  the 
most part,  however, his dlscusslons and conclusions 
are sound and enllghtenmg The book 1s hardly one 
t o  be plcked u p  by the average reader, for  ~t 1s 
concentrated, historical m approach, and deals 
wlth numerous problems of epistemology and 
ethlcs of scant Interest to  the casual reader Yet ~t 
1s not ~ntended for  the student of ph~losophy or  
ethics, alone It is a systematic, well mdexed, and 
valuable summary for  any enlightened student 

F~ANCIS M VBEELAND 

THE ANTISTERILITY VITAMINE FAT-  
SOLUBLE E, by Herbert McLean Evans and 
George 0 Burr  wlth the assistance of Theodore 
L Althausen Memozra of the Unzverszty of 
Calrfornaa, Volume 8 $5 00 

march of sclence has broken down an  old 
g m n g  us a new insight, a vista filled with 

posslbllities Vltamlnes, llke calor~es, are much 
talked of today From sclent~fic terms, these words 
have come t o  be incorporated lnto everyday lan- 
guage The fat-soluble vltamlne A whose absence 

causes lnflammatlon of the eyehds and lnhlblts 
growth, the water-soluble B necessary for the pre- 
ventlon of paralysis and also for  growth, the water- 
soluble C which prevents scurvy, the fat-soluble D 
whlch prevents rlckets and alds growth-the need 
for these is as  well recognized as 1s the need for 
adequate protem, fa t  and carbohydrate 

We now know tha t  adults eatmg a normally va- 
ned and balanced dlet have httle cause t o  worry 
about lack of ntamlnes But  before the functlon 
and occurrence of a vltamlne can be known, much 
careful experimental work 1s necessary T h ~ s  book 
of Evans and Burr  1s the result of several years of 
the most palnstak~ng work, d e m o n s t r a t ~ n ~  the ex- 
lstence of another vltamlne, the fat-soluble, ant]- 
sterility vltam~ne E 

Much of the work on vltamines has been done 
wlth rats  The rats  are fed dlets so slmpllfied and 
purlfied that  there are no varlatlons for  unknown 
factors These dlets contams the proper number 
of calorles distributed m the n g h t  ratlo between 
protem, f a t  and carbohydrates wlth the addltlon 
of the necessary mlneral salts and vltamlnes These 
necessary food constituents are usually provlded 
in a carefully ground and mlxed powder compr~sed 
of caseln, cornstarch, mdk-fat, and salts all prop- 
erly purlfied T o  thls baslc ration, the vitammes 
are added as  deslred, cod-her  011 often provldmg 
the A and D, yeast the B, whlle C 1s not needed by 
the rat 

When rats  were ralsed contmuously on such 
synthetic diets m t h  adequate amounts of vltamines 
A, B, and D, Evans and Burr  experienced difficulty 
In getting young from their ra t s  But  the sterihty 
they encountered was demonstrably dlfferent from 
the sterlllty whlch sometimes occurs when the dlet 
1s too low In ntamme A T h ~ s  A-stenllty 1s due to  
the failure of the fertlhzed ova t o  become lmplanted 
In the uterus By means of vagmal smears and 
autops~es, ~t 1s posslble t o  show tha t  there 1s an- 
other and dlfferent type of sterlllty t o  be found even 
when A, B, and D are adequate Thls Evans and 
Burr  named as stenllty due t o  another vltamine, E 

If females grown on a dlet lackmg vltamine E 
are mated t o  normal males, the fertihzed ova a le  
lmplanted In the uterus and grow almost normallj 
untll about the tenth day Then the fetuses die 
and are completely reabsorbed Males grown on 
such an E-free dlet show progressive changes First, 
the sperm are apparently normal In number and 
motllity but nevertheless f a d  t o  ferlllze the ova 
Gradually, the sperm lose their motihty, become 



fused mto clumps, and finally d~sappear  altogether 
Even dunng t h ~ s  stage there 1s no loss of sex-ln- 
terest on the par t  of the male, but ~t does finally 
disappear 

After ~t became evldent that  dlet, supposed to be 
adequatc m all respects, st111 allowed thls dlstlnct 
reabsorption type of stenhty t o  show ~tself, the 
next step was to  find what foods m a natural met 
prevent or  cure thls condlt~on Anlmals of proven 
fertility were allowed to become stenle and then 
were fed varylng amounts of the food belng studled 
m addltlon to thew E-free dlet I n  thls way the 
presence and relatlve concentration of vltamlne E 
were determmed for a wlde range of foods 

In  animal tlssues, vltamlne E 1s found In the body 
muscles and fat t o  a greater extent than m the vls- 
ceral organs, whlch 1s just the opposlte from the 
distrlbutlon of vltamine A But even In the muscles 
and fat,  vltamlne E 1s not very concentrated It 1s 
present In shght but appreciable amounts m the 
mllk of mammals and egg yolk of blrds Cod-her 
011, the most potent source of vitamlnes A and D, 
contains very llttle or  no vltamlne E 

Whlle most anlmal t~ssues are relatively low m 
vltamlne E, some plant tlssues are very rich In ~t 
The vitamme 1s especially concentrated m green 
leaves and seeds One of the first known sources of 
~t was lettuce leaves Two and a half grams of 
fresh lettuce a day 1s sufficlent t o  cure sterlhty The 
lettuce leaves may even be dned ~f care 1s used, and 
a s  httle as 1/4 of a gram a day 1s sufficlent as a cure 
Cnsco, which 1s hydrogenated cottonseed 011, al- 
though lackmg vltamlne A contains a falr amount 
of E I n  fact, 011s made from the germs of cereals 
are the most concentrated sources of the vitamme 
Thus wheat-germ 011 wlll cure stenllty when fed In 
daily amounts of one drop, s t a r t ~ n g  even as late 
as the fifth day of the gestatlon of a female wh~ch 
prevlously had been proven stenle 

The feeding of fresh r a t  tlssue from ammals on 
a natural dlet showed that  vltamlne E 1s appar- 
ently not stored to any great extent in the anlmal's 
body Yet, on the day of matlng, a smgle dose of 
550 mllllgrams of wheat-germ 011, the equwalent 
of a drop a day for the duratlon of gestatlon, 
will Insure the b ~ r t h  of hvmg young, In prevlously 
sterlle females Thls same dose may even be Injected 
lntraperitoneally wlth curatwe results Moreover, 
after rats havebeen changed from the natural t o  
the E-free dlet some tlme elapses before the anlmals 
become sterile It apparently makes no d~fference 
whether the anlmal 1s reproducmg o r  not But ~f 

young are reared by mothers on a mlnlmal amount 
of vltamlne E, they are stenle from the bepnnlng 
of sexual matunty On the other hand, doses of 
more than tmce the mlnlmal curatwe level of wheat- 
germ 011 dld not Increase the normal ht ter  slze be- 
yond that  of anlmals on a natural r a t ~ o n  

Interestmg as all thls work on rats  may be, we 
are perhaps more Interested m ~ t s  posslble applica- 
t ~ o n  to  human hfe Vltamlne E 1s present In many 
foods and 1s unlnjured by cookmg Most meats 
contam a t  least sllght amounts, mllk and eggs have 
some, the leafy vegetables and whole cereals are 
rlch In ~t So that  there seems llttle occaslon t o  
wory about lack of vltamlne E m a well balanced 
diet 

It has been suggested that  thls lack of vltamlne 
E mlght be used as a method of stenllzat~on of the 
incompetent and degenerate But because the dm- 
trlbutlon of the vltamine 1s so wlde, any method of 
removing all E and nothlng else would be very 
difficult 

Thls book 1s an excellent technical monograph 
presented In very readable style Most interestmg 
photographs of the stages In the production of the 
sterlhty are presented I t s  comlng has opened the 
door to  a new vlewpomt m the study of sterility 

J O H N W  GOWEN 

HOW I R U N  MY B I R T H  CONTROL CLINIC, 
by Norman Haire, ChM, M B (Repnnted 
from Proceedings of the Second International 
Congress of World League for Sexual Reform) 
Publrshed by  tL Cromer Welfare Clznlc, L o w  
don. 6d (20 cents) 

I n  these days when the control of conception and 
sterlllzatlon has assumed a new and genu~nely wen-  
tlfic impetus, Hare's descrlptlon of hls cllnlc and 
hls modur operonda in applymg contraceptwe meth- 
ods, whlch he belleves to be one of the best and 
safest, cannot fall t o  be of greatest Interest to the 
progressive gynecolopst, obstetncxan, and famdy 
physlclan 

An Austral~an by birth and educated m h ~ s  na- 
tlve country, Haire settled In England In 1919, and 
being a tralned gynecologist and Interested In Birth 
Control, he became a member and later medlcal 
officer of the Malthusian League In 1921 H e  has 
ever slnce mamtained his Interest In Blrth Control, 
and now devotes his entlre hfe and fortune to the 
movement 

He started hls first clinlc In a httle shop m a slum 



In south London under the name of Walworth 
Clinic, w h ~ c h  s tdl  flour~shes and 1s now much en- 
larged This  clinlc has  gwen bir th  t o  several 
daughter cllmcs scattered throughout England 

A n  interesting innovation in connection with hls 
first Bir th  Control clinic was tha t  of giving the pa- 
t ~ e n t s  courses of lectures on elementary sexual 
anatomy, physiology, and hyg~ene  There was a 
course f o r  poor women, and a similar one f o r  poor 
men A t  the Walworth Clinic D r  Halre  learned 
t h a t  a g rea t  number of women who wanted and 
needed contraceptive advice were unwilling t o  be 
seen going mto  a place which was purely and simply 
a Blr th  Control clinic As  a result of this expen- 
ence, and wlth the aid of a philanthropist, he or- 
ganized, In 1926, not a Bir th  Control c l ln~c  a s  such, 
but  a welfare centre for  expectant and nursing 
mothers, with a n  ar t~f ic ia l  sunlight department, and 
a Blr th  Control department simply a s  one branch 
of this centre I n  addition t o  this, he is about t o  
open a special department fo r  general advice on 
sexual problems The  chnlc is called the "Cromer 
Street Welfare Centre," and is located near Gray's 
I n n  Road, m one of the slum dls tncts  of central 
London One afternoon a week, he, himself, sees 
women who a r e  in need of contraceptive instruc- 
tion, or  who a re  already pregnant and need obser- 
vation during the perlod ~ f - ~ r e ~ n a n c ~  HIS two 
assistants are  medlcal women, and he and they all 
work wlthout payment T h e  secretary and  the 
nurse and the charwoman a re  all pald E x t r a  un- 
paid help 1s given by a number of ladies who are  
interested In the work 

The  rev ewer has gwen this somewhat entcnsive 
account of thls relatwely small book, so a s  t o  show 
what can be done fo r  the good of suffering woman- 
hood In a n  ethically, sc~ent~fically,  and humanely 
conducted Bir th  Control clinlc 

S ADOLPHUS KXOPF, h1 D 

Reprmted from Medtcal Journal and Record, Juse  18th, 1990 
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Eugenscs Publzshzng Co , New Yorh $1 7 5  

GROWIAG U P  IN NEW GUINEA, by Margaret Mead 
WzUzam Morrow, New York $3 5 0  

THE LETTERS OF SACCO AND VAXZETTI Vanguard 
Press, New York 75c 

THE MAG~IFICENT ILLUSIOL, by E Boyd Bar re t t  
Zves Washburn, Xew Yorh $3 0 0  

SUGGESTED READING IN EUGENICS AND HEREDITY 

How We Inherit, by Edgar Altenburg Holt 
Eugenlcs, by A A4 Carr Saunders Holt 
What Is Eugenics?, by Leonard Darwzn Galton 
Hered~ty In Relation to Eugenics, by C B Dav 

enporl Holt 
Heredlty and Human Affairs, by E M East 

Scribner 
Studles in Human B~ology, by Raymond Pearl 

Wllliams and Wllklns 
Problems of Human Reproduction, by Paul 

Popenoe Williams and Wllkins 
The Chlld's Hered~ty, by Paul Popenoe WII 

hams and W~lklns 
Applied Eugenlcs, by Paul Popenoe and Ros 

well Johnson Macmillan 
Sterll~zatlon for Human Betterment, by Paul 

Popenoe and E 9 Gosney Macmlllan 

Rac~al H~glene, by Thurman B Rzce Macmlllan 
Genetlcs for Beginners, by L F Whctney Galton 
Budders of Amer~ca, by L F Whctney and Ells 

worth Huntmgton Morrow 
Fruit of the Fam~ly Tree, by A E Wzggam Gar- 

den City Pubhshing Co 
Heredity, by A Franklcn Shull McGraw 
The Need for Eugenlc Reform, by Leonard Dar 

wzn Appleton 
Inbreed~ng and Outbreedmg, by E M East and 

D F Jones Llppmcott 
Mind and Heredlty, by Vernon Kellogg Prmce 

ton h v e r s l t y  Press 
Complete Blbhography of Eugenics, by 9 1 

Holmes (1924) Unwersity of Cahfornia 
Genetla-an Introduction to the Study of Here 

dlty, by H E Walter Macmillan 



Letters from Readers 
We urge our readers to express thew opnsow f m  publacatzon on thw page C o m m t s ,  c n t t  
cwm,  ideas, suggestaow, for  the REVIEW and for  the Bsrth Control movement, a re  welcome 

THE MIDGARD CASE 

M r  Mzdgard has sent thzs commnt on the Cus- 
toms' censorshzp of D r  Rutgers' book, as  re- 
ported m the September zssw of t h  R m w  

T o  THE EDITOR 
It is Incorrect In a way, and leads to  mlsunder- 

standing and lack of appreciation for  what I am 
dolng, when you speak of helplng my fight Thls 1s 
not my fight The 120 books are not mlne, and as 
merchandise are not worth the efforts and expenses 
Incurred It IS the cause of all progressive-mmded 
people of the whole country-yea, the world over 
-to whlch I am devotlng my best energws and last 
resources And, a s  all reports show, I have fur- 
nlshed in thls shlpment of D r  Rutgers' books a 
most excellent object over which t o  fight ~t out with 
the powers of darkness Therefore ~t 1s sad that  I 
find so httle financial support in this vital matter 
No one 1s called upon to aid my "defense", In real- 
~ t y  I am the aggressor, attacktng the government's 
positlon to secure for all freedom from superst]- 
tlous and stupld taboos 

Further, I think it IS a mlstake and wasted ora- 
tory to blame the customs officials for what they 
are doing For  I learned from the Congressional 
Record (October loth, 1929) that  these officials 
are threatened by a fine of $5,000 and a peniten- 
tiary sentence of ten years for  knowingly lettmg 
anything pass whlch 1s afterwards found to  be 
"obscene" Thls makes ~t compdsory for them to  
go to the hmlt In applymg an obsolete standard 

C E MIDGAED 
P 0 Box 375, Seattk, Wa8h 

PREVEh CEPTION, BIRTH CONTROL AND STERILITY 

T o  THE EDITOR 
I have read wlth Interest your edltorlal on page 

245 of the September issue of the Blrth Control 
Revlew comment~ng on the term "Birth Control" 
I agree m t h  you that  the term 1s here to  stay, but 
I reiterate what I stated m my book Practwal Pre- 
aeweptzon and elsewhere, that  the term IS a most 
unfortunate one It IS not only wrong per se, 

etymologcally and logxally because ~t is not the 
bwth of a chrld that we w~sh to  control, Interrupt 
or  prevent, ~t is its undesirable conceptlon that  we 
wlsh to be able to  prevent, but it is misleading 
because a great many people confuse lt and con- 
sider it synonymous wlth abortlon And I am con- 
vlnced tha t  a great deal of the opposltlon to our 
movement 1s due to  the latter fact  

Prevenceptlon on the other hand has no such 
objectionable features It 1s an honest word ex- 
pressing exactly what ~t 1s meant to  express, 
namely the preventlon of conceptlon Even the 
term conceptlon control 1s not honest and above 
board For  controlhng conceptlon 1s meaningless 
There IS no such thlng a s  controllmg conception 
Conception can elther be prevented or  not pre- 
vented-that is all there IS t o  ~t And the word 
6C prevenceptive" used as a noun and as an adjec- 
tive, IS also admirable In its slmphclty and m ~ t s  
unequivocalness 

As to  your suggestion that  the term Blrth Con- 
trol or ~ t s  equivalent should also compnse "the 
study and cure of stenhty", I am afraid that  
would be "overtaxlng the occasion", ~t would be 
what George Ehot called "debasmg the currency 
of the language", and would justly render us 
g u l l t ~  of the charge of hypocrisy of trying to rlde 
simultaneously two horses pulllng In opposlte dl- 
rectlons 

The preventlon and cure of s tenhty 1s one 
thmg, the preventlon of conception IS another 
Both are important, but ~t 1s m t h  the latter that  
our movement 1s concerned and not wlth the 
former And we need no apologes, no subterfuges, 
no sugarcoatlng 

WILLIAM J ROBINSON, M D 
New Y w k  

It is encouraging to  note the introduction of the 
anthropologcal comparative polnt of view Into 
Blrth Control discussion M r  Herbert Aptekar's 
artlcle, "In Anthropologcal Perspectlve" whlch 
appeared m the July Birth Control Revlew IS, so 



f a r  as I am informed, the first attempt t o  show 
some of the relations between the Birth Control 
movement and cri t~cal  anthropological matenal 

Part~cularly Important is the ease with which 
the flimsy rat~onalizatlons opposlng Blrth Con- 
trol theory and practice may be disposed of In the 
hght of anthropologxal understandmg of the same 
rat~onahzing processes among prlmitlve groups 

T o  the non-anthropologist the existence of 
Blrth Control practices among non-western Euro- 
pean civihzatlons may come as a surpnse T o  the 
antagonist of the Birth Control movement such 
mformation may come as a shock 

Anthropologcally, as  M r  Aptekar so pene- 
tratlngly shows, the modern Birth Control move- 
ment IS one of the ~nnumerable cultural entltles 
comprising our culture which we are attempting 
to direct intell~gently T o  the a n t h r o p ~ l o g s t ~  ac- 
quainted with all sorts of fantastic ( to us) bellefs 
and practices, Birth Control does not appear a s  a 
moral issue a t  all T o  one anthropolog& a t  least, 
it seems that  Blrth Control 1s the prlvate business 
of the ~ndiv~duals ~nvolved, that ~t IS offensive for  
the neighbors to interfere with and officious for 
the state to  regulate or  proscribe ~ t s  practlce I, 
for one, do not see that  any m u e  as to  its ments 
is presented, or  any valid arguments agalnst ~ t s  
use are offered The only problems are those con- 
nected wlth the d m e r n ~ n ~ ~ o n  of the necessary In- 
format~on 

NATHANIEL CANTOR, 
Umveraaty of Buff a10 

Buffalo, N m  York 

Any one who is thoroughly awake to  the dread- 
ful consequences of poverty and feeble-mindedness 
in a familj ought to  be able to  polnt out enough 
concrete examples to  make a t  least two converts a 
week to the cause of Blrth Control 

Keep your wrappers as they are and keep your 
magazine just what it 1s "The Watchword for 
the only movement whlch can accomplish very 
much In the lessening of poverty and mlsery " 

M W S  
Pennsylvama 

THE SEAMY SIDE 

T o  THE EDITOR 
The substance of all the Rev~ew has contained 

for  the past twelve months 1s summed up In a few 
oft repeated hnes "We should have dmemlnat~on 
of contraceptive knowledge, and prevention of re- 
production by cr~mmally mlnded, and mentally 
deficient persons " 

I was of that  oplnlon long before I ever heard 
of the Revlew The paper is of no help t o  me, and 
I can't see that  ~t wd1 get anyone else any further 
on the way I have passed on the Revlew to parties 
I thought needed ~ t ,  m most cases to  see ~t thrown 
aside Others read ~ t ,  but found nothing to  help 
them 

More than that, I find the people who should 
use contraceptives wonY use them even though 
they know how They are just too lndolent when ~t 
comes to a httle effort on thew own pa r t  

D a  COBABELLE A FOSTEB 
Dea Mocnea, Iowa 

MORE ABOUT PLAIN WRAPPERS 

PATENTTHE N A P E O F T H E L E A G U E  

TO THE EDITOB 
I think you are wise to send the Review in a 

plain wrapper There are too many letter-car- 
ners, postmasters and others who would hke to  
make trouble for any one who subscribes for an  
advanced pubhcatlon of this type 

Propaganda wrappers wlll not do half the good 
tha t  one can do by calhng attention to  outstand- 
ing cases where the children of a large family, too 
large for the economic standlng of the parents, 
are dull and delinquent Even where they are not 
delinquent they are dlssatlsfied and go to  work as 
soon as they have fimshed six grades of school, 
they also, for lack of any other emotional outlet, 
marry young and produce more sickly, dull chil- 
dren 

T o  THE EDITOR 
Is the Birth Control League the sole source of 

scientific contraceptive information and methods 
m Amenca? This question was brought to  my mmd 
by the thought that, when the Blrth Control move- 
ment becomes wide-spread and more openly ac- 
cepted, fakes and quacks out to make money off 
the unsuspecting public are going to misapproprl- 
ate  the good name of the League to  their own ends 
Since the League and the pubhc would suffer con- 
siderably by such nefarious practlce, I have been 
wondering if steps are being taken to protect the 
public or  t o  "patent" scientific methods 

FRANCIS C URIDGE 
Monroe, Mtchtgan 



The Answer Box 
Does the refwal of maratal nghts  f u m s h  

grounds fo r  dmorce sn New YwkP 

I n  the State of New York such refusal would 
not be a ground for d~vorce, ~t would, however, be 
a ground for  separat~on We quote an excerpt from 
a statement klndly prepared by one of our legal 
advisers, Jonah J Goldstem 

The questlon of whether a wllful refusal of 
one party to a marrlage contract t o  submit t o  
ordinary manta1 physlcal relat~ons wlth the 
other, by and of ~tself, amounts to  a matri- 
mon~al desertlon or abandonment, and has 
been the subject of mdespread and long con- 
t~nued debate wlth confllctlng declslons 
Three states (Cahfornla, Georg~a and South 
Dakota) have gone so f a r  as  to  make wllful 
refusal to submlt t o  such relations a statutory 
ground for d~vorce In  my opmlon, ~n 
New York State, a refusal by elther husband 
o r  wlfe to submlt to ordmary manta1 rela- 
hens w ~ t h  the other amounts to a matnmon~al  
desertlon or abandonment 

Why does the Leagzre m t e  men to  beconu 
members and then refwe to  send them Bzrth Con- 
trol znformatronP I s  there not somethmng :neon- 
ststeut here? 

It 1s not our wlsh to  gwe contraceptlve ~nforma- 
tion even ~f we could legally do so Modern methods 
are best prescribed by a physman after personal 
consultation wlth the woman who 1s to use them 
You w111 find In t h ~ s  issue a statement of the alms 
of the Smencan Blrth Control League 

Where can I find a full statement of the Catholrc 
case agazmt Birth ControlP I have read many 
comments on the Catholzc poznt of mew, and should 
m w  lzke to go back to  the sources 

The Natlonal Cathollc Welfare Conference, 
Washmgton, D C ,  has Issued a pamphlet Bwth 
Control by the Reverend D r  John M Cooper, 
whlch 1s described as  the officlal statement of the 
Cathollc poshon Thls organlzat~on wlll furnlsh 
a complete blbllography on request The Knights 

of Columbus magazlne Colwbla, called the largest 
Cathollc magazme In the world, carned an a r t~c le  
on "The Cathollc Case Agalnst Birth Control" by 
D r  Cooper, m ~ t s  July lssue 

What was the nunu of the magaezm pbkshed  
by Mrs Sanger before she started the BIRTH CON- 
TaoL REVIEW, and where caa I obtarn a copy? 

The magazlne was called The Woman Rebel, and 
was Issued in 1914 We have a few coples In the 
office ~f you wish to  look a t  them, but they are not 
for sale 

What zs the most approved manner of startang 
Barth Control work :n a drstrcct where httle w 
nothzng alung these isms has been done9 

Cooperat~on of the leadlng physlclans IS the first 
step necessary for the s tar t  of Blrth Control work 
m a new community Our med~cal dlrector 1s glad 
to  send techn~cal repnnts on contraceptlve 
methods, free of charge, t o  any physicians who ask 
for  them These repnnts should enable any doctor 
who 1s famlllar wlth gynecologcal work to  gwe 
contraceptlve advlce 

The expenses of a Blrth Control chn~c  vary 
considerably If the cllnlc can be housed In a local 
hosp~tal,  dispensary, settlement house, or  even a 
physician's office, the expenses are obnously less, 
and there IS the added advantage of prestige Pre- 
sumably any of these places would have the simple 
equ~pment necessary and a nurse in attendance A 
physman should be kn charge of each sesslon A 
chnic need not be open every day,  hours should be 
arranged to  fit the needs of the community 

Once a cl ln~c IS estabhshed, ~t 1s important t o  
obtam the cooperation of soclal workers so that  
the famhes who need thls semce most can be told 
about ~t 

As the Renew has often polnted out, state laws 
are for the most pa r t  not obstructive We s u g  
gest, however, a perusal of the pamphlet Laws 
Concernzng Bzrth Control In the Umted States (25 
cents) 



Chinese Periodicals Urge 
Birth Control 

W A N T E D  A B I R T H  CONTROL A N D  
h f A T E R N I T Y  CLINIC 

0 F the m a n j  things t h a t  Shanghai today stands 
In need of, a good first-class Birth Control 

and maternity cllnic is among the most Important 
It 1s evldent t h a t  there must be a Birth Control 
clinic, properly staffed and equlpped to  give thou- 
sands of mothers the needed knowledge of Bi i th  
Control But  it 1s even more evldent tha t  the prac- 
tice of Birth Control must g o  together wlth ad- 
vanced knowledge in care f o r  maternity I n  fact,  
the two thlngs a re  simply complementary, not op- 
posite, aspects of the same problem, namelj, the 
problem of preserving a good race-stock It was no 
pure  accident t h a t  M a r y  Stopes called her book 
on Birth Control "Wlse Parenthood," fo r  the aver- 
age public is liable t o  emphasize the negative 
aspect of Bir th  Control T h e  real meaning of Blrth 
Control is, however, t o  teach us how t o  positllely 
regulate childbirth In the interests of both the 
mother's health and the chlldren t o  be brought u p  
Such a combined Blr th  Control clinic and matern- 
i ty  hospital would not only a t  once effectively cor- 
rect the false impressions, but  would h a l e  also a 
great  duty t o  do in advlsing mothers how best t o  
take care of then+ children, a f t e r  they a re  born I n  
a scientific maternity hospital, there are  many 
more t h ~ n g s  t o  be done than jus t  mere assistance 
in actual  dehvery Both prenatal care, and sound 
scientific advice given t o  mothers a f te r  birth of 
children will go a long way t o  Increase the welfare 
of the race Thus  a comblned clinic of this kind 
would a t  the same time furnish proper  ~nformat ion 
on Blr th  Control methods t o  mothers who do not 
want children, and glve assistance in the better 
taking care of chlldren t o  mothers who want them 
Thls  1s a proposal t h a t  ought properly to  engage 
the attention of the Government Ministry of Pub- 
11c Health After  all is said and  done, the argu- 
ments for  and agamst  Blr th  Control all reduce 
themselles t o  this Shall the mat ter  of chlldb~rth 
continue, In the modern w ~ r l d ,  t o  be a purely 
natural  process, unregulated and  out  of control 
by human intelligence, llke the  reproduction of 

plgs and flies? o r  shall the hght  of human ~ntelh-  
gence be brought t o  bear on this most vltal prob- 
lem of the race? St111 in a briefer form, the advo- 
cate  of Bir th  Control mould simply say  tha t  pa r -  
ents who d o  not mant chlldren have the n g h t  not 
t o  have them, whereas his opponent must be forced 
t o  say, parents who do not want children a t  a par-  
t icular tune, o r  who have too many of chlldren al- 
ready must keep on reproducing more by being 
kept  In Ignorance of scientific contraceptive 
methods I f  the Mlnistry of Publlc Heal th  fall t o  
take the lnltlatlve In this direction, it 1s u p  t o  the 
Shanghai community t o  take t h ~ s  mat ter  u p  
Therefore we are  glad tha t  the clinical department 
of the Shanghal B r t h  Control League, under the 
able leadership of D r s  F C Yen and  J R 
Branch, a r e  making preparations f o r  the  setting 
u p  of a few such clinics in the city 

THE S L A U G H T E R  O F  THE I N N O C E N T S  

By R O B E R T  F F I T C H  

T is interesting how the attention of the  Chns-  I t ian forces of Chma has  been applred to  the 
alleviation of human sufferlng without a t  tlmes 
glvmg adequate consideration t o  the removal of 
the  causes whlch produce this sufferlng Much, 
though not  all, of o u r  work 1s one of healing and  
of rescue W e  have opened u p  asylums for  lepers, 
hopeless outcasts of soclety, we have established 
orphanages fo r  children discarded by one o r  both 
parents ,  In connection with chlld welfare we a r e  
estabhshing model homes and educational centers 
where lnformatlon can be given t o  mothers, we 
have founded homes fo r  the blind W e  have con- 
ceived of humanlty a s  bemg In such a hopeless 
condi t~on t h a t  the best tha t  we can do 1s t o  rescue 
a few here and there from present and futuie  de- 
struction 

On the other hand, we have attempted cer tam 
thlngs which a re  both preventwe and prophylactic, 
b y  bringing religious Ideas Into the race and thus  
quickening the love of humanity, we have created 



a motlve force whlch teqds to  remove some of the 
evils just mentloned By rehglous education we 
have trained a certam number of the youth t o  bet- 
ter  ]deals of ~ndlvidual and soclal reconstruction 

In  addltlon to  methods of famlne rehef, me are in 
recent years seeklng t o  devise methods of famine 
prevent~on, through education m the need of fore- 
statlon, better soil conditions, and better crop pro- 
duction through seed selection, but  back of all 
these problems there 1s another evil, which has 
hardly been touched Thls evll t o  a very large ex- 
tent 1s one of the maln sources of d~sease, famine, 
civil war, poverty and banditry, which dlrectly 
takes an annual toll of hfe greater than all these 
other evils cornbaed Concerning t h ~ s  problem the 
Church has had httle t o  say We face ~ t s  ternble 
consequences day by day So ~nsldious is its method 
of workmg, so much less apparent than the more 
dramatlc and physical results of famme, civil war 
and banditry, tha t  we hardly seem t o  realize its 
presence 

Because the race between populatlon and nat- 
ural resources was a loslng one, the people de- 
nuded the forests and we are now told that  there 
are vast areas In North China where reclamation 
even by modern methods of forestation is Imprac- 
tlcable, that  vast areas are doomed a s  f a r  as aid- 
ing In the problem of human exlstence is concerned 
Furthermore, ~f strenuous efforts are not made in 
the near future, In large parts  of Central and 
Southern Chlna, the fate of these Northern areas 
awa~ t s  them In  connection with thls hmitatlon of 
resources there 1s an almost unllmlted btrthrate, so 
vast that ~ t s  toll in hfe is probably greatcr than 
what would be the toll of hfe should banditry, 
famlne, and civil war be constantly recurrent year 
by year m Chma 

Mlllions of chddren are brought Into exlstence 
wlthout a ghost of a chance as t o  how then- needs 
should be met In  certaln parts  of Chma ~t 1s esti- 
mated tha t  the death-rate in Infancy 1s as hlgh as 
700 deaths out of a thousand blrths It 1s also 
well-known that  as  soon as peace and order are es- 
tabhshed there 1s a great ~ncrease in the birth-rate, 
and this blrth-rate agaln goes beyond the resources 
for exlstence whlch are needed 

There 1s hardly a misslonary home whlch does 
not come lnto contact wlth the seriousness of thls 
problem Famlly servants who are capable of de- 
voted semce wdl have a famlly of such size tha t  

they are dnven to  desperation because of lnab~llty 
t o  provlde for  the reasonable needs of them .hi]- 
dren The health of the wlfe is frequently endan- 
gered and she often becomes thereby a merc drudge 
and slave The homes of our servants prove most 
clearly that  even when economlc condhons are 
better than those whlch ordinanly prevall amoilg 
the masses, they m11 stdl have more chlldren than 
they can adequately support, whlch means Inlus- 
ttce t o  the chlld Therefore, the re-estabhshment 
of peace and orderly government, ehm~natlon of 
banditry, and even lmproved methods of agncul- 
ture and of ~ndustry,  will not solve the problem 
which exlsts In the fact that  in the race between 
populatlon and resources required, the populat~on 
1s made to  suffer 

It 1s noteworthy tha t  a Blrth Control o r g a m ~ a -  
tlon has already been organized in Shanghal m d  
tha t  it plans to  cooperate wlth the Natlonal Chdd 
Welfare Association so tha t  m some of the local 
centers whlch are now being opened up, efforts will 
be made toward the solutlon of thls problem expen- 
mentally and a t  first on a small scale, wlth the ald 
of qualified medlcal experts, both men and women 
It IS hoped that  some day, based upon proper re- 
search, experlmentat~on and proved results, there 
wdl be a widespread movement throughout all 
Chma to  recreate a nation tha t  seeks not quantity, 
but quahty,-that is contented wlth a l~mlted 
populatlon and can plan for this populatlon down 
to  each chlld m the home so tha t  ~t wdl be regarded 
as a crlme to  bear a chlld wlthout prevlous knowl- 
edge of adequate resources t o  meet ~ t s  need The 
children of a race are ~ t s  greatest potentla1 wealth 
The destiny of a race IS m its childhood 

I n  meetlng the ordmary problems of hfe, we lay 
our plans and work out our budgets but concern- 
Ing our most preclous possesstons, we are so casual 
that  the act  of beanng a chdd may become a cnm- - 
inal act 

A fundamental quality of the Chnstian rehg~on 
is that  of creativeness When the Chnstlan 
motive 1s apphed t o  the sources of Ilfe, to  the crea- 
tlon and reanng of hfe,-famlnes, wars, and race 
hatred wdl have ceased from taking their toll I s  
~t not tlme for  the Chrlstlan church to  demon- 
strate not only what a Christian home should be, 
but to  cooperate with all agencies toward the pro- 
duction of a new consc~ousness In every chdd that  
can be taught and In every parent that  1s t o  make 
a home 2 

-The Chtnese Recorder, August, 1930 



B I B T H  C O N T R O L  R E V I E W  

THE OEDIPUS COMPLEX I N  SAVAGE 
SOCIETY 

(Contmusd from page 288) 

existence of the nuclear complex, I e the Oedlpus 
complex Failure t o  observe thls nuclear complex 
among the Trobrianders leads Malinowskl to  ask 
his first question "Do the conflicts, passlons and 
attachments within the family vary wlth ~ t s  con- 
stitutlon, or  do they remaln the same throughout 
humanity? If they vary, as  In fact they do, then 
the nuclear complex of the famlly cannot remaln 
constant In all human races and peoples, ~t must 
vary wlth the constitution of the famlly " 

EFFECT O F  THE OEDIPUS COMPLEX 

The psycho-analytical theory of the Oed~pus 
complex accounts for pathologcal manlfestatlons 
such as the neuroses, as well as for most culturaI 
achievements In soclety, such as a r t  and rellglon 
The Oedipus complex accordmg t o  the psycho- 
analyt~cal  hypothesis 1s fundamental, unwersal in 
~ t s  appl-cation and responsible for the sociolopcal 
structure It is the f m  et ongo  of everythmg 
Thls term 1s used by D r  Ernest Jones who dis- 
cussed Mallnowskl's earlier findings before the pub- 
llcatlon of this book (Mother-Rzght and the Sex- 
ual Zgwrance of Savages, International Journal of 
Psycho-Analysis, vol 6, pa r t  2,1925 p p  109-130 ) 
The wrlter has returned to  D r  Jones' article in 
order to  get the psycho-analytical reply t o  D r  
Malinowskl from its direct source The  crux of the 
dlspute seems t o  center about the question of ~gnor -  
ance of paternity among the Trobrlanders The 
orlgln of the Oedipus complex dates back, accord- 
Ing to  Freud, to  the "Great Crime", the killlng of 
the Prlmal father by his sons and the subsequent 
taboo of eatlng the father substitute o r  totem The 
Oedlpus complex, if  ~t is the cause of all cultural 
achievements, must have been of pre-cultural for- 
matlon, moulding cultural forms whlch are handed 
down by the "mass psyche" This latter structure 
is responsible for the continuity in the emotional 
life of mankmd and without it, say the Freudians, 
social psychology could not exlst Mallnowski is 
not wilhng to  grant  or  even assume the existence of 
a "mass psyche", "lnhentance of acqulred psychic 
dlsposltlon" or  of any psychlc contlnulty "that 
transcends the llmits of individual souls" Incest 
taboos are the result of the Oedlpus complex But  
Mahnowskl 1s concerned prlmanly with the social 

order and therefore explalns them as  the result of 
the sociological structures, i e , Incest 1s ~ncompat- 
ible wlth the o rgan~za t~on  of the fam~ly  Sex must 
be ruled out of famlly sentiments for  the preserva- 
tlon of famdy life Mallnowskl adds tha t  incest 
taboos are unknown t o  the lower orders of anlmal 
llfe F o r  the fullest explanation of the orlgrn of 
the Oedipus complex the reader will do well to  turn 
t o  Freud's account In Totem a d  Taboo 

PSYCHOANALYTIC AND ANTHBOPOLOGICAL VIEWS 

F o r  renew of the present book let us s ta r t  wlth 
the psychoanalytical theory the unlversal, funda- 
mental Influence of the nuclear complex, and the 
anthropologlcal mew the varlatlon of tha t  com- 
plex dependmg upon the pecullar construct~on of 
the family whlch in turn 1s determmed by cultural 
and economlc factors 

"The nuclear family is a functional formation 
dependent upon the structure and upon the culture 
of a soclety It 1s necessarily determmed by the 
manner In whlch sexual restrictions are moulded m 
a community and by the manner In whlch authorlty 
is apportioned Among the Trobrlanders uncle 
authorlty and very definite brother-slster Incest 
taboo 1s marked " (Malzwwskc ) Thus following 
Mahnowski, among the Trobnanders the Oedipus 
sltuatlon as  we know ~t In patnarchal socletles dif- 
fers from the Oed~pus complex In matriarchal so- 
cleties where ~t conslsts of brother-slster attrac- 
tlon, wlth uncle-nephew hatred 

D r  Jones has gIven much weight t o  the hy- 
pothesls of "paternal ~gnorance" and deduces from 
~ t ,  qulte differently from Mahnowskl, posltlve sup- 
port  for  his belief m the prlmary, unlversal exist- 
ence and application of the Oedlpus complex He  
does not agree wlth Malmowskl tha t  "the lgnorance 
of these comphcated physiolog~cal processes 1s as  
natural and direct as  1s the lgnorance of the pro- 
cesses crf digestion, secretion, of the gradual bodlly 
decay, m short of all that  happens m the human 
body" (Malzww8ks ) D r  Jones prefers t o  belleve 
tha t  "In the first place we have the undisputable 
fact tha t  most savages all over the world, including 
those with mother-nght, are fully aware of the par t  
played by the man in procreatlon This is proved 
not only by them own d ~ r e c t  statements but also 
by numerous practices based on the knowledge 
and savages apparently Ignorant In regard t o  
paternal procreatlon yleld hmts that  they do have 
mklings of slmllar knowledge m other fields of 
thought " Jones agrees with Carveth Read tha t  



the knowledge is present unconsciously and has been 
repressed from consciousness At this point, as an 
analyst, D r  Jones attempts to  pve  a reason for 
the repression of such knowledge The motlve is 
"to deflect the hatred towards hxs father felt by 
the gromng boy " This then would mean that the 
orlgnal Oedipus complex acts so strongly m the 
unconscious that ignorance of paternity was de- 
w e d  as a means of removmg father-son strain, 
thereby administering to the general secunty of 
family Me 

By a clever unconscious mechamsm the Tro- 
bnander father has escaped the wrath of a jealous 
aon who turns h ~ s  hatred to the real source of au- 
thority, the maternal uncle Repression of such 
knowledge serves the purpose of "repudlatlon of 
the father's part  in coitus ana procreation and 
consequently a softening and deflection of the 
hatred against hlm, a consummation desired equally 
oy son and father This is what has happened where 
the institution of mother-right is combined mth  
denial of paternal procreation It mlght be sald 
that just as the postural couvade is deslgned to  
protect the child from father's hostihty, so the 
combmation of mother-right and sexual ignorance 
protects both father and son from their mutual 
nvalry and hostihty " (Joner ) 

The solution of the father complex is not com- 
plete even in a m a t r h e a l  soclety, for the maternal 
uncle acquires the attnbutes of the stern father and 
becomes the father amago Mother-nght says MaE 
inowski has the advantage over patrihny in "split- 
mg the complex" between two males of a household, 
father and maternal uncle 

In summary Mal~nowski asks, ~f accordmg to  
psycho-analysis, the Oedlpus is the fons et ongo of 
culture, the begnning of religon, law and moral- 
ity, why should there be any need to remove ~ t ?  Why 
should humanity or the "collective mind" have de- 
vised any means to break ~t up? For Mahnowski, 
the nuclear complex is not a cause of culture but 
rather a by-product and a maladjustment whlch 
assumes less harmful proportions in a matnarchal 
than m a patriarchal society If Mallnowski 1s cor- 
rect in hls behef that the Oedipus complex exists in 
its full form only in patnarchal societies, exempli- 
fied by American and British family organuation 
m whlch we are bepnnmg to observe the father m 
the process of losing positlon as patnarch, are we 
able to hope for the time when neuroses wlll have 

&appeared wlth the downfall of the Oedipus com- 
plex? The author does not beheve that psycho- 
analys~s can hope to preserve its ccOedipus com- 
plex" for future generations "whlch will only know 
a weak and henpecked father For him the children 
will feel indulgent pity rather than hatred and 
fear" I am afrald to draw such optlmlstic con- 
clusions, for mth the advent of that millennium we 
shall probably be the worried vlctuns of a new 
"pity" or "sympathy" complex 

The American Birth 
Control League 

AIM - 
The chlef purpose of the League a to 

make birth-control information generally 
available in the Unlted States, m order 

1. That maternal and mfant mortahty 
may be reduced 

2. That hereditary d~~eaaea  may be 
decreased. 

3 That mmulal aborbonr may be 
prevented. 

4. That prort~tuhon may be lessened. 

5. That Chdd Labor may be reduced. 

6. That houring congeahon may be 
reheved 

7. That deshtution and the resulting 
need for chanty may be reduced 

8. That overpopuhhon may be pre- 

vented. 

9. That the race may steadily Improve 
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Up to Date, Compact, Conuanc~ng 

VARIOUS ASPECTS of 
BIRTH CONTROL 
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THIS booklet is an invaluable survey of the sub 
ject of Birth Control Ideal for students, debaters, 
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Rev John Haynes Holmes wr~tes "Dr Knopf's book- 
let 1s as comprehens~ve as ~ t s  tltle It 1s the best 
summary of the arguments for B~rth Control that 1s 
known to me and ~ t s  usefulnesa m the field of educa- 
t ~ o n  cannot be exaggerated" 
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