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Editorial 
T HE e~ghty-first annual sesslon of the 

Amerlcan Medlcal Assoclat~on was held 
in Detrolt last month, from June 23rd to 
27th Over 5,000 physlclans attended An  
analysis of this number shows thrce general 
g ~ o u p s  which mlght well be expected to be 
Interested In Birth Control the group prac- 
tmng General Medmne, that devoted to Ob- 
stetrics and Gynecology, and that concerned 
wlth Dlseases of Childhood W e  have read 
the reports of the speclal sessions m these 
three departments wlth great care, lookmg 
for some expression of oplnlon on Birth Con- 
trol There are papers on Heart Dzsease en 
Pregnancy, on Tuberculoszs and Pregnancy, 
on Dzabetzs and Abnormal-med Infants No- 
where is there mention of Birth Control A t  
least some of the 2266 physicians in these 
three groups must a t  some t ~ m e  m their prac- 
tlce be faced w ~ t h  the necessity of (a)  g w n g  
contraceptive ~nformation, or (b\  withhold- 
ing it Either the pregnant woman with heart 
disease should or should not have more chll- 
dren It IS obviously a medical question But 
perhaps we have been lookmg m the wrong 
place for a dlscusslon of Blrth Control W e  
turn to the address of the President, D r  
M L Harris, of Chlcago H e  speaks of the 
trend towards soclallzing medlcal care, of 
the menace of the proposed Public Medlcal 
Serv~ce Association of England W e  read 
the report of the Committee on the Cost of 
Medlcal Care, and the fundamental pnn- 
clples enunciated by ~t T h e  personal rela- 
tzon between phyaaan and patzent must be 
preserved Medzcal servzce should znclude 
systematzc and zntemve use of preventzve 
measules Here we have ~t But nothing 1s 
said about the weapon, ready to hand, for 
preventing Inherited disease, over-crowdmg 
and malnutr~tion, for lowering maternal and 
infant mortal~ty W e  read about the sessions 
of the Comm~ttee on Medical Education 
There Wll be something here about the fact 
that contraceptlon is pot taught in the ma- 
jonty of medical schools There 1s nothmg 
The Committee on Leg~slatlon and Publ~c  
Relat~ons objects to the restrlctlons of the 

Volstead Act I t  says nothing about the 
restrlctlons unposed on contraceptives No- 
where in the ably presented report of the 
sesslon, published in three consecutive num- 
bers of the Jourmd of the Amencan Medzcal 
Assoczatzon, 1s the subject of contraceptlon 
touched upon It IS tune for the Ieadmg medl- 
cal assoclatlon of the country to tell us what 
~t thlnks on so controversial a subject 

A BOUT tmce a year we are gven spectac- 
ular proof that Blrth Control mforma- 

tion IS urgently wanted and not easily avail- 
able Some newspaper wr~ter  glves the came 
and address of the League and we are de- 
luged with letters asklng for help I n  mld- 
July, D r  Lulu Peters, whose health column 
1s syndicated In the Scnpps-Howard papers, 
made the following open answer to "Mrs G " 

I regret t h a t  it is against the law t o  give in- 
f o r m a t ~ o n  such as  you desire, otherwise I would 
gladly do so I n  the large c i t~es  there a re  now 
clinics where proper  information is given If  
you will w r ~ t e  t o  the Bir th  Control Absociat~on, 
152 Madison Avenue, New York City, they may 
be able t o  p u t  YOU in touch with some such clinic 

The letters are still arrivlng a t  the rate of 
about ten a day They are so unlform m con- 
tent that one almost forgets the personal 
t raged~ behlnd each bare and stumblmg 
statement W e  quote from one letter, and 
emphasize the fact that ~t IS not an unzque, 
but a usual story 

I need B ~ r t h  Control so bad Will you p u t  me 
in touch with some clinic? M y  s tory is the  same 
old one A broken down woman w ~ t h  too many 
babies Am 30 years old Mother of five chil- 
dren W a s  marned only sixteen months when my 
first one came S~xteen  months again, one came 
Thirteen months, another Eleven months, 24 
days, another Between the second and third, I 
had a mis-carnage Our  daddy works for  $30 a 
week, but it don't s t a r t  t o  keep us I am slck all  
the tnne I s  there any help fo r  me? I t s  kdllngme 
by degrees M y  youngest has  nchets " 

Not the least dlsturblng fact 1s that many 
of these letters come from large clties, where 



clmlcs are well established The pernlclous 
secrecy that surrounds Birth Control infor- 
matlon must be abolished The public has a 
rlght to know that safe, reasonably sure and 
mexpensive contraceptlve methods exlst It 
should know where these methods can be 
learned The woman who wrote the letter 
quoted above 1s a needless sacrfice to Igno- 
rance and her chlldren and husband are sacn- 
ficed wlth her Such thlngs need not be 

T HE 1929 blrth-rate 1s estlrnated as 19 1 per 
thousand, according to D r  T F Mur- 

phy, chief statlsticlan for the Bureau of V ~ t a l  
Statistics Forty years ago the American 
blrth-rate was 32 per thousand I n  1923 it 
was 22 7, m 1927 ~t was 20 5 and in 1928 ~t 
was 19 7 D r  Murphy frankly and unhesl- 
tatingly lays this steady decline to the wider 
knowledge and use of Birth Control informa- 
tion So far, so good But, unfortunately, 
for any permanent good, our restrictwe legls- 
lat~on acts as a dysgenic force, whlch keeps 
the lowered birth-rates in the upper and more 
deslrable classes, and the hlgh blrth-rates of 
former times in the classes that are less deslra- 
ble from the point of vlew of heredity, both 
physlcal and mental Economic conditions 
over which wy have no control have made 
small families an asset Hemmed in by prud- 
whness and legal restrictions, the enterpns- 
ing few w~ll continue to llmlt them famihes, 
the middle class will employ haphazard meth- 
ods that are often unsuccessful and injurious 
to mother and chlld, and the least deslrable 
element m the community, kept m Ignorance, 
w~ll show the h~ghest blrth-rate The solution 
is obvious Make safe, sure Birth Control 
methods available to all, wlthout legal restric- 
tions and wlthout false taboos 

HURCH support for B ~ r t h  Control con- C tinues The Central Conference of 
Amerlcan Rabbis, meeting m Providence at  
the end of June, reaffirmed their resolutlon 
taken a year ago In favor of Blrth Control 
(See May, 1930, REVIEW for full text ) 
Simultaneously, the South California Meth- 
odist Conference, meetmg at Long Beach, 
passed a resolution in favor of Bmth Control 
on June 30th The resolutlon urges that "m 
the lnterest of higher domest~c morality, state 

and natlonal laws be changed to make the g v -  
ing of information on scientdic methods of 
Blrth Control by llcensed physicians to mar- 
ried couples legal under specified circurn- 
stances " Prominent rrrrmsters in England 
contlnue to endorse Bvth Control, the latest 
bemg D r  Barnes, Bishop of Birmingham 
D r  Barnes comes to the point when he says, 
"the s~lence or uncertainty of Chrlstlan teach- 
ers m regard to new moral problems has 
lowered the prestlge of the Chnstlan t rah-  
tion " The Church sees more more and more 
clearly that Birth Control 1s here, and here to 
stay I t  must take a stand one way or an- 
other on the subject And, to ~ t s  great credlt, 
it 1s taklng its stand on the slde of common 
sense, of humanitanan feelmg, and of social 
and racial betterment 

Readers of the REVIEW will be mterested 
to know that The Churchman, an Episcopal 
pubhcation, and the oldest religious journal 
m Amenca, and The Indzan Sonal Reform- 
er, hberal weekly of Bombay, carrled quota- 
tlons and lengthy editorials on the speclal 
Church number of the REVIEW 

A RULING made on July 8th by Corporation 
Counsel Ettelson of Chlcago provides an 

entermg wedge for a more hberal mterpreta- 
tlon of legal restrictions on contraceptlve m- 
formation The legallty of drug stores dls- 
tributmg prlnted matter about a contracep- 
tive dev~ce was questioned by the Comrms- 
sioner of Health Mr Ettelson handed down 
an o p n o n  statlng that the mmcipal code 
prohhts only the dlstrlbutlon of such litera- 
ture m or upon the streets or s~dewalks, or in 
park or publlc property The circulars would 
clearly come w~thm the classficatlon of artl- 
cles declared by Congress to be non-mailable, 
but there is no law, federal, state, or m w c i -  
pal, whch directly prohibits the distribution 
in drug stores of the clrcular m question The 
lnterpretatlon of law changes continually 
and t h ~ s  rullng may be taken as an lndwatlon 
of the trend of public oplnion on Birth Con- 
trol But the entire legal situat~on needs 
clearing up That a clrcular may be dis- 
tr~buted In a drug store and not on the street 
in front of the drug store is obviously absuid 
That ~t may be dlstrlbuted but not mailed is 
lllog~cal 



Birth Control In Asia 
By SHERWOOD EDDY 

Shemood Eddy, well known pblxzs t ,  author of "Sex and Youth" and member 
of the Natownal Board of tk.e Y M C A , surveys the Bzrth Control sztuatwlz sn 

the O m n t  from obseroatzon 

D URING the past year my work has taken me 
around the world through a score of coun- 

tries In Europe and Asla I would have liked t o  
have had tlme to  study the laws and methods re- 
garding Birth Control in every land but other 
dutles prevented this Wlth one posslble except~on 
I did not find a single government o r  country wlth a 
fully enlightened and Informed modern policy on 
the subject of Birth Control Russia, although 
radlcal on the subject of abortion, seemed t o  be 
uncertain and groping on the question of Birth 
Control, feeling its way toward a future policy by 
the method of trial and error One doctor claimed 
that  the net annual lncrease In Russla's population 
was three and a half milhons, contrasted wlth 
only two and a half mlllions for  all the rest of Eu- 
rope combined Russla is the one country wlth al- 
most unlimited room to  expand, a t  least in Slbena, 
and ~t is possible tha t  the government might wlsh 
to  encourage the growth of population for future 
military purposes of defence The doctors seemed 
completely open-mmded though not always in- 
formed on the question 

In  Turkey, thinly settled and with no ~mmediate 
populatlon problem, I found certain medical mls- 
sionary doctors progressive and up  t o  date 

INDIA NEEDS HELP 

India was desperately needy and backward for 
two reasons First, because of the changeless, con- 
servst~ve and reactionary Ideas and customs of a 
social order, paralysed by the sanctions of certain 
ancient religions whlch cling t o  chlld marriage, the 
prohibition of remarnage of ~ t s  27,000,000 widows, 
etc And second, the medical training gven ~ t s  
modern doctors by them Anglo-Saxon teachers 
Owingpartly to  the puritan elements of this people, 
and to  the past neglect oL sex education, caught in 
the v~cious circle of continued prejudice, most of 
the Britlsh medical colleges fall t o  train their doc- 
tors in modern scientific knowledge and technique 

a t  thls point, just as  American medical colleges do 
The  result is that  many of them carry their preju- 
drce, o r  ignorance, o r  a t  least thew t im~d  con- 
servatlsm into the medical tralning of their colonles 
and dependencies abroad This is especially ser- 
ious in India With an  over-crowded populatlon of 
330,000,000, backward both in agriculture and in- 
dustry, in the poorest country i n  earth, wlth an  
average per caplta income of $27 a year, o r  a little 
less than 8 cents a day, Indla has a birth-rate of 
32 20 per thousand and a huge death-rate of 30 59, 
compared t o  a death-rate of some 12 per thou- 
sand in England Each year seven and three- 
quarter mllhons are born, and seven and a third 
millions die The people of Indla have roughly 
about twlce the death-rate and half the length of 
life of the West The suffering of the women 1s in- 
calculably great 

When I spoke to  educators and other audiences 
regarding sex education I found the marned men 
deeply in earnest, asking for  the latest scientific 
information and methods for  their mves But in no 
single city were the doctors, with the exception of 
a few mdlvlduals, prepared t o  meet tha t  need 
Agaln I found the more advanced medical mission- 
anes, especially some women doctors, the chief 
hope of the situation I n  the Madras presidency I 
discovered the first slgn of the begmnings of a mod- 
ern movement I called upon one Indian leader 
with thirteen small children, little more than a year 
apar t  in age, and with one mfe already dead, and 
found him a thorough convert and enthuslast~c sup- 
porter of the Bmth Control movement 

Several hundred liberal mlnded educated men, 
chiefly Hindus, have formed a Neo-Malthusian 
League They have issued a valuable serles of 
pamphlets in English on the theorj  and technique 
of Blrth Control This 1s perfectly legal Back- 
uard  as  Asia is, I have found no country in the 
Ollcnt and none in the Occldent with such obso- 
lete, niedleval, backu ard legdatlon on this point 
as  the United States 



I n  Madras  I spoke In the medical college t o  doc- 
tors  and medical students on the subject of Bir th  
Control, wlth the Surgeon General in the chaw 
One o r  two doctors were prepared t o  meet the needs 
of their patlents but  almost no Indlan women were 
seeking them aid T h e  Vlce President of the  Neo- 
Malthusian League, S i r  Vepa Ramesam, a judge 
of the High Court of Madras, is the most ardent 
advocate of Bir th  Control t h a t  I found m all  Asia 
I know scarcely a man In pubhc hfe in Amerlca o r  
England with his courage and fearless advocacy of 
thls deeply needed reform H e  lectures all over his 
provmce, issues hterature, and beeks t o  form pub- 
lic oplnion on the theory and practice of Bir th  
Control 

CONDITIONS IN CHINA 

1 found China on the whole about as backward 
a s  India Here the silence of Confucianism has en- 
gendered a n  aversion t o  sex education and f rank  
faclng of the problems of marriage As in India 
the  religous theory and practlce of seeking a son 
t o  ca r ry  on the family line and t o  perform certam 
ceremonies fo r  the benefit of ancestors has resulted 
in  the habltual custom of women having the maxi- 
mum number of children Chma has  probably a n  
even greater  death-rate than  I d a  but there a re  
almost no statistics of any  kind available A large 
proportion of chlldren dle during their first gear  
klthough stronger than Indian women, many 
mothers a r e  suffering from too much chlld bearing 
The  need is appalling I n  Shanghai we met a group 
of doctors and  social workers f o r  a conference on 
Bir th  Control A n  organization was formed and a 
beginning wlll be made in Bir th  Control cl~nics foi 
the poor There were however no modern appli- 
ances available t h a t  could be discovered in the en- 
t ire clty, save of a n  inferior variety I n  Pehlng 
however, In the thoroughly modern Union Medical 
College we discovered the first completely up-to- 
date  practlce and  equipment t h a t  we had found on 
the whole mainland of Asia 

Both In the Philippines and In Korea we lectured 
on Bir th  Control In the pnnclpal  medical colleges 
I n  the former about two hundred doctors, medical 
students and nurses were present About nine- 
tenths of the populatlon is Roman Catholic but  as  
the leading men, including doctors, were Masons ~t 
meant a liberalism t h a t  was not afrald t o  advocate 
o r  practice this reform, whlch the hierarchy could 
not control 

vanced and enhghtened country in Asla on the ques- 
tlon of Bir th  Control A meeting with doctors and 
social workers revealed the existence of 68 Birth  
Control clinics in Tokyo alone, and restricted but 
growing medical practice In modern technique It 
will not grow fast  enough however t o  solve Japan's 
pressmg problem Wl th  a crowded population of 
more than 64,000,000 and only 15 8 per  cent of 
her soil tha t  can be c u h v a t e d  In these beautiful 
but economically poor volcanic Islands, the popu- 
lation has a n  average annual increase of 902,781 
There a re  only 674,522 Japanese subjects residing 
abroad In the entire world They cannot be In- 
duced t o  settle In large numbers m Korea, Man- 
c h u n a  o r  Formosa and they a re  excluded from 
many of the more favored portions of the world 
so t h a t  there is no hope of adequate emigra t~on  
Wl th  a milhon men unemployed, poor  In almost 
all essential raw materials, a low standard of Iiv- 
ing for  both her agricultural and industrial labor, 
and wlth growing labor troubles, J a p a n  will be 
soon forced to  face her populatlon problem in 
earnest Already publlc o p m o n  1s changmg I 
found editors, intellectuals and soclal workers pie- 
valllngly in favor of scientific Birth Control Many 
referred t o  the vlsit of Margaret  Sanger t o  J a p a n ,  
which had greatly stimulated the movement She 
would fihd today a much more tolerant att i tude 
on the p a r t  of the Government and a gratifying 
advance of thls great  reform movement so deeply 
needed In J a p a n  

J A P A N  MUST A D O P T  BIRTH CONTROL 

As there 1s no hope of emigration lessening the 
pressure of population on the means of subs~stence, 
the growing consumption of foreign foodstuffs, the 
increasing pressure of economic want and social 
d~scontent  may force the government t o  be one of 
the first t o  adopt  a completely modern att i tude t o  
sclentlfic Bir th  Control Thls  seems the only al- 
ternative to  economic and soclal catastrophe 
Japan's birth-rate has increased t o  33 6 per thou- 
sand H e r  death-rate has decreased t o  19 8 H e r  
population is now doubling every fo r ty  years The  
size of the average farm in J a p a n  is only two and 
a half acres Forty-six per  cent of the farmers a r e  
tenants with a n  average monthly Income of $39 58 
f o r  a family of seven T h e  tenant ends the year 
wlth a n  average debt of $259 90 HIS per capl ta  
cost of living 1s $80 16 which is one-fifth of t h a t  
of the Amerlcan farmer Soclal discontent is 11.- 

Japan, as  In most other things, was the most ad- creasing both among farmers and laborers Many 
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students and labor leaders a r e  turnlng t o  Com- A p a r t  from thls one progressive country, wlth 
munism a s  a panacea B u t  ground between the up- the exception of the work of a few enlightened 
per  and nether millstones of increasing competl- doctors and social workers, we found almost the  
t ion and increasing poverty, J a p a n  will be forced whole continent of Asla In ignorance of and in deep 
in this decade t o  t r y  t o  solve her  populatlon prob- need of the Blr th  Control movement F o r  myself, 
lem She wlll be the  first modern self-governing na- I return t o  Amenca more than  ever convinced of 
tion compelled to  face the Issue between food supply the value and absolute necessity of the  Birth Con- 
and  population In all i t s  grlm reahty t rol  movement both ~n the Orient and  the Occldent 

An Answer to Professor Carver 
T o  THE EDITOX 

I H A V E  jus t  finlshed readmg Professor Carver's 
amazingly interesting artlcle m the l as t  issue of 

the REVIEW, entitled "Occupatlonal Congestlon" 
Never have I seen more polgnantly illustrated the 
super~or l ty  of the speclafist and expert over the un- 
tramed and uncoordlnated generalized citizen F o r  - 
such as  D r  Carver have been created foundations 
and graduate  departments and psychological tests 
and s ta t~s t i ca l  machines and two volume researches 
into the mysteries of population, over-population, 
under-population, eugenlcs and Malthusian laws 
Mothers and fathers, especially of the poorer and 
less dlfferentiated masses, your  problems a re  on 
the eve of solution A Carver has come t o  judg- 
ment 1 

Let hlm speak fo r  hlmself "One mlght perhaps 
quest~on whether there a re  too many farmers or  not 
H e  m ~ g h t  affirm tha t  there were simply not  enough 
other people to  buy farm products" S o  the 
seventy mllhon or  more Hlndu peasants, always on 
the verge of starvation, and the twenty mlll~on or  
so Amerlcan farmers, always under t h e g n m  shadow 
of their mortgages, should cease being farmeis and 
presently g o  off and be bank presidents Professor 
Carver recogmzes, of course, tha t  the average Hin- 
du peasant and the average Amerlcan farmer are  
probably too old to  a d a p t themselves t o  a 
new way of life But  he hopes for the next genera- 
t ~ o n  H e  simply tells ~t not t o  be born Occupants 
of ovcr-crowded occupatlons should cease t o  over- 
crowd such occupatlons by havnig less children, and 
occupants of under-occupled occupations (doctors, 
lawycrs, engineers, bank presidents and successful 
film-stars) should have more children Thus will 
a n  cqulhbrlum, much to  be desired In a well-ordered 
democracy, be estabhshed For ,  says this learned 
gentleman "The general impression t h a t  unbk~lied 

laborers have larger  famihes t h a n  skllled laborers, 
and  t h a t  skilled laborers have larger  fam~lies than  
business and professional men, has  been btatisti- 
callv confirmed bv several studies " T h e  Professor 
cites a hst, which really, a s  a by-product, proves 
how expensive ~t 1s t o  estabhsh a fac t  t h a t  the gen- 
eral  publlc already knows without any invesgga- 
tion a t  all T h e  Professor does not  think t h a t  the  
fertility of the poor 1s due t o  their poverty, but 
t h a t  their poverty 1s due t o  thew fertility 

On this point the charwoman who works In our 
apartment differs wlth the  Professor She sald t h a t  
she and  her husband a re  so poor  already, t h a t  a 
few more children don't add  t o  their difficulties 
much, especially a s  they can be p u t  t o  work early 
She also mentloned the intervention of Fa ther  
Flanagan in them more intimate famlly affalrs, 
which necessitated a choice between a large familj  
and ascet~cism, t o  whlch la t t e r  she seemed opposed 
I then qucst~oned her on D r  Carver's next proposi- 
tlon I sald "Mrs Ryan, why 1s ~t tha t  so many 
of the children of you poor  people t u r n  out  t o  be 
day-laborers and truck-drivers W h y  don't more 
of them become bank presidents 2" I am still 
washing the soap-suds out  of my eyes 

Yet-"In an exceedingly valuable study recently 
made on the 'Soc~al  Ongins  of Amerlcan Buslness 
Leaders'," Professor Carver states, "it has been 
shown t h a t  the unskilled labormg classes dld not 
produce thew share of business leaders, tha t  busi- 
ness leaders are  the children of buslness and profes- 
s ~ o n a l  men in larger proportion than the number 
of business and professional men would account fo r  
on the general theory of probabiht~es  " But do not 
mlsjudge the Professor H e  1s not recklessly cast- 
ing asperslons on those of a lesser breed Perhaps, 
af ter  all, ~t may not be them faul t  t h a t  they don't 



become bank presidents o r  stock gamblers, but re- 
strict thew activities t o  c rap  games and penny 
ante He  says "This st111 leaves in doubt the ques- 
tion as  t o  whether the better chance of a consplc- 
uous business success on the pa r t  of the son of a 
buslness o r  professlonal man IS due t o  heredlty o r  
the better opporturuties for  education and train- 
~ n g ?  One feels that  Carver lncllnes t o  the heredity 
theory, but ~t would requlre probably a good many 
monographs t o  establish tha t  generahzatlon We 
suggest that  he see a few multi-m~lhona~res and get 
them t o  subscribe a fund for  such a study as wlll 
once and for all confirm the monied classes in thew 

I think ~t may be easier t o  persuade the masses 
to  the Professor's theones than the upper classes 
It may be posslble to  persuade them t o  have smaller 
famlhes Does that  mean, necessarily that  there 
will be less chronlc unemployment, less fear of pov- 
er ty and suffering? We leave the Professor t o  fight 
~t out wlth the Marxlsts They are as fond of hls 
sort of trulsm as  he, and love statlstlcs t o  prove 
tha t  black is black and whlte whlte, even better than 
he In  any event, the problem of the poor settles 
itself They die off when there are too many of 
them Or, ~f they drag on m suffering and In want, 
Congress can always draw a red herring of an  in- 
vestlgation of communist propaganda across the 
path of our humaner feellngs The over-supply 
of labor is not very important if the pohce are 
well fed and the press well In hand As for  t h t  
farmers and the over-supply of foodstuffs, Profes- 
sor Carver could perhaps be persuaded to  lecture 
to  them and tell them tha t  ~f they produced less 
foodstuffs and the Russian and Indian and Hun- 
garlan and Roumanian peasants (who would be 
lectured to  by local Carvers) produced less food- 
stuffs, and grew more hothouse grapes, then the 
price of foodstuffs would nse and the pnce of hot- 
house grapes would fall until every Amencan and 
Hlndu and Russian and Roumanian and Hungar- 
ian household would pay more for ordlnary food- 
stuffs and consequently consume more hothouse 
grapes And if thns ddn' t  work out, the peasants 
and farmers would be asked t o  expose then  surplus 
babies on the mountam-tops Then the supply of 
farmers would drop, and the pnce of farm pro- 
ducts would automatically rise 

No, D r  Carver's mam difficulties wlll be wlth 
the upper strata, the two-and-a-half chlldren fam- 

dies H e  tells us that  ~f we had more buslness lead- 
ers, then they would get us more business, and that  
then there would be more work for  all I Inter- 
vlewed my fnend Hawlinson's wife on thls subject 
Hawllnson is the director of pubhclty for Gokum 
Tollet Soap Gokum Toilet Soap IS made u p  of 
exactly the same ~ n ~ r e d l e n t s  as  Hokum Tollet 
Soap and a dozen other tollet soaps But  through 
Hawlmson's excellent work, the sales of Gokum 
Toilet Soap have doubled even in this bad year 
The Hawlinsons have two chlldren Mrs H is 
forty, but has the figure of a p r l  of eighteen, and 
the complexion of a woman of thirty Her  haw 1s 
carefully and permanently waved 

"My dear Henry," Mrs Hawhnson drawled 
"What sort of nonsense is t h ~ s  tha t  you're telhng 
me? You know tha t  we never wanted any but Ahce 
Junlor was more o r  less In the nature of, well- 
unexpected D o  you know what it costs to  give 
ch~ldren a decent bringing up, and the proper con- 
nections, so tha t  they can get decently started In 
life? I want Alice t o  marry well And Junior must 
be able t o  begln where his father leaves off Roger 
earns about fifty thousand a year, and tha t  hardly 
keeps us golng I tell you, I shall not feel free untd 
I see Alice in her own duplex and country house 
on the shore, and Junlor with a seat on the Ex- 
change The professions ? Goodness, they are  
frightfully over-crowded There are too many 
doctors and lawyers as ~t 1s And for blg buslness 
you need so much capltal Why, the only people 
that  can afford t o  have large famllies nowadays, 
are the working people ~ h e g c a n  wear overalls and 
thlngs, and thew chlldren can just go  out and be 
niechanlcs o r  truck drivers o r  chauffeurs Why 
our chaffeur, Charles, gets fifty dollars a week, and 
In the summer a place for hlm and hls family, and 
free vegetables And they get all our old clothes, 
mostly just as  good as  new Really, they haven't 
any responslblhties a t  all, no front t o  keep u p  
Maybe that's why they have six chlldren " 

Professor Carver should interview members of 
the classes furnishing our buslness and professlonal 
leaders Then he will see the real difficulties In In- 
creasing the population of the less crowded occu- 
patlons 

Sincerely yours, 

HENRY G ALSBERG 



Do Parents Desire Children? 
By H E R B E R T  APTEKAR 

Anthropology sheds wterestzng lzght on thzs questzon M r  Aptekar hre'follows 

hzs qemeral s w e y  of Bwth C m t r d  ~ l t  anthropologacal perspectzve ( J d y  zssue) 
m t h  a constderatwn of a specz@ questaon 

I N Western Austraha there are pr~mitme groups 
who perform totemlc ceremonles In order t o  se- 

cure a plentiful supply of chddren, but In South- 
eastern Austraha dunng  hard summers bab~es are 
roasted and eaten I n  anc~ent  Rome proletamus, 
meaning "ch~ld-producer," was once a term of non- 
or, but later chddlessness became a t r a d h o n  of the 
noble class I n  the Unlted States it 1s customary 
for the wealthy t o  have few chddren, but in Stock- 
holm the nch  have larger farnilles than the poor 

How, then, shall we answer the quest~on whether 
parents desire ch~ldren? An analysls of anthro- 
polopcal data may prove of value Let us b e e n  
by notlng manifestations of the deslre for  children 

Express~ons of a deep-rooted des~re for chddren 
may he universally noted In custom and bel~ef For  
example, among the Yukaghlr of S ~ b e n a  ster l l~ty 
1s a punishment and a slgn of d~sfavor on the par t  
of dead relatives A barren woman asks the help of 
a shaman, who descends t o  the realm of the de- 
ceased, and persuades the soul of a dead relatlve 
to  enter the woman's body In order to  become rein- 
carnated Among the Baganda of Afnca a mar- 
rled woman 1s expected to  show signs of pregnancy 
shortly after her marnage Here, the medlc~ne- 
man orders a marned couple who do not have chll- 
dren t o  come t o  hlm w t h  a male goat He  kllls the 
goat, and cuts out the gemtals These he glves to  
the woman to  cook When she has done thls, he 
mlxes herbs In the l~quld, and sends the couple to  
some place where a wld  bariana tree is growlng 
The husband stands on one slde of the tree, and hls 
wfe  on the other, and they dnnk some of the po- 
t ~ o n  I t  ls beheved tha t  thls ceremony wlll produce 
the deslred chdd The Andamanese take great 
p r ~ d e  In pregnancy when a stranger arnves among 
them he 1s always shown a woman w ~ t h  ch~ld, who 
proudly projects her abdomen The Akamba re- 
gard a pregnant p r l  as the most ellg~ble spouse, 
"exactly as ~f she Mere a cow w ~ t h  calf " Among the 
Nand1 ~t 1s essent~al for  a glrl  who des~res to  be 
marrwd t o  have previously roncewed Tmnsyl- 
vnnlan Gypsy women who have just been marr~ed, 

eat grass from the grave of a pregnant woman a t  
the new moon, o r  dnnk water into wh~ch thew hus- 
bands put  glowing coals, in order tha t  they may 
have ch~ldren I n  Bosnla sterlhty 1s explamed as 
belng the result of intercourse wlth a demon In  
J a p a n  ~t is the result of smfulness I n  Equatorla1 
Afrwa women m11 not bathe m water because they 
are afrald of becoming stenle 

Such instances mlght be mult~phed indefinltcly 
fet~ches are used to  cure sterdlty , marrlage tles are 
revoked on account of barrenness, the poshon  of 
woman 1s dependent upon her havlng chlldren , the 
man mth  a large famdy acqulres soclal standmg 
There are few prlmltive peoples among whom the 
blrth of a chlld 1s not the occaslon for  rejolcmg, 
festlv~ty, and elaborate ceremony These ceremon- 
les are usually penetrated by dlverse psychological 
currents, but they indicate, among other th~ngs,  
genulne deslre for  chlldren In  the provmces of 
Klangsu and Chek~ang In Chlna, three days after 
the birth of a chlld the family presents red boded 
eggs t o  relatmes, fnends, and ne~ghbors Often 
two thousand eggs o r  more are pven away Thls 
presentation of eggs 1s a token of the fam~ly's hope 
that  ~ t s  children w11 be as numerous as  the eggs 
tha t  have been even  away The  Inland Igbirras of 
Northern Niger~a  ceremon~ously shave the head of 
a ch~ld  seven days af ter  ~t 1s born, and fr~ends of 
the famlly brmg presents of food, dnnk, money, 
and clothes Slmllar ceremonles are almost unl- 
versa1 

These, then are some of the expressions of de- 
sire for  children by them p r ~ m ~ t i v e  parents F o r  
the purposes of t h ~ s  d~scuss~on ~t 1s Important that  
we note two facts Flrst, t h y  vary from group to 
group, o r  zn other words, they are mozllded by 
speczfic cultzlral envwonments Pregnant Andam- 
anese women proudlj project the abdomen, but thls 
custom is by no means un~versal I t  1s character- 
lstic of Andaman culture, but not of other groups 
Second, they are m cause as well as  an  effect of de- 
sare fo r  chzldren The example from Japan,  where 
5ter1lit~ 1s cons~dered a result of smfulness, well 



illustrates thls point Wlll a Japanese woman cap- 
able of bearing chlldren p e r m ~ t  herself t o  be scorned 
as  a disreputable person by not having them? She 
w ~ l l  have ch~ldren, and she will deszre t o  have them 

I have referred t o  these customs and beliefs as  
expressions of deslre fo r  children Thls  customary 
way of thinking of them emphasizes t h e n  effectual 
character, and completely disregards their causal 
significance However, thls 1s perhaps not the first 
instance In whwh a word has caused us t o  lose sight 
of reality Take, fo r  example, the  t r a d ~ t i o n a l  ex- 
p l a n a t ~ o n  of the desrre f o r  chlldren This  des~re ,  
we have been told, 1s due t o  the "instmct of self- 
preservation " Behavionstic writings have done 
much t o  discountenance the use of the term "in- 
stinct " But  disclaiming prejudice in t h ~ s  case, 
what do we explain by a t t r i b u t ~ n g  deslre fo r  chil- 
dren t o  the i ~ ~ s t i n c t  of self-preservation? Can we 
make anything more of this mystical entity than 
what Dewey calls "the t r u ~ s m  t h a t  life is hfe, tha t  
life IS a continumg actlvlty as  long as  it is life a t  
all?" Are we not, in the las t  analysis, s ~ m p l y  say- 
ing t h a t  parents desire children because they desire 
children 

However, thls t r a d ~ t ~ o n a l  explanat~on is not 
w~thout  a germ of t r u t h  Wi th  all i t s  mystical con- 
notations, it does emphasize somewhat a blologlcal 
fact  And a biologwal fac t  - the fact  of pro- 
c rea t~on  - must be the b a s ~ s  of any  explanat~on 
of this w ~ s h  for  offsprmg Procreatlon is primarily 
biologrcal, ~t may be described as  social only In a 
secondary sense Anlmals h e  thew lnes  and re- 
produce, but  not as  social belngs-in the sense t h a t  
we apply the term t o  man W ~ t h o u t  this blologlcal 
fact of procreation, ~ t s  p ~ ~ c h o l o g ~ c a l  concomitants 
In man - deslre for  ch~ldren, and deslre to  avmd 
having them -would be nonexistent 

Both of these antithetical desires, however, are  
social, t h a t  is t o  say, they are  culturally deter- 
mlncd A neurological b a s ~ s  for desire is, of course, 
presupposed, but particular desires a re  soclal in 
character Both of these deslres may e x ~ s t  simul- 
taneously In the psychology of the ~ndlv~dua l ,  and 
whether one o r  the other predominates 1s largely a 
matter of cultural clrcumstance 

F o l  mstance, in Torres  Stra i ts  abortion and In- 
fantlcide were formerly very widely practised, but 
iecently these usages almost completely Asap- 
peared, largely, because of the fac t  tha t  ~t became 
profitable fo r  parents to  have large famllles Sons 
can now always find plenty of employment, wh~ch  
means luxurles t o  the parents, and daughters a re  

valuable because they a re  sold m marriage t o  the  
hlghest bidder The  s ~ g n ~ f i c a n t  fact  about this 
case, is, of course, t h a t  a t w ~ s t  in cultural clrcum- 
stance altered the prevai l~ng a t t ~ t u d e  of parents 
so t h a t  they now desme chlldren t o  a greater  extent 
than ever before 

Similarly, the dependence of these au t~ the t lca l  
des~res  upon the character of particular cultural 
elements may be seen In cases where one sex 1s prc- 
ferred ra ther  than the other On Banhs Islands 
because descent is reckoned through the female 
s~de ,  and because glrls command a large b r~de-  
pnce, the natives prefer them t o  boys B u t  In Indla, 
where only sons have power t o  present offer~ngs t o  
dead ancestors, boys a re  fervently w~shed for, and 
a man without a son will fo r  this reason adopt  one 

DESIRE SPRIhiGS P R O M  C U L T U R A L  iUILIEU 

W e  are  thus blought t o  see tha t  not only manl- 
festatlons of the deslre fo r  chlldren may be cul- 
turally cast, but  t h a t  the d e s ~ r e  Itself, In positlve 
o r  negative form, may be moulded by a spec~fic cul- 
tural  mzlteu I n  fact, even a cursory exammation 
of ethnographic d a t a  reveals both the p o s h v e  and 
negative desire In the most dwers~fied cultural set- 
tings Prlmitlve groups In North America, Africa, 
New Guinea, Austraha, and elsewhere fervently de- 
sire children, but also practice a b o r t ~ o n  and In- 
funtrclde extensively And a s  a consequence of the 
cultural disparateness of groups In these areas, 
the causes of desire fo r  chddren a re  culturally dls- 
tlnct, a s  a r e  those of deslre not  t o  have children 

But  we may go a s tep fur ther  Numerous con- 
f l~ct ing elements characterize all  cultures, and the 
indlvldual usually assimilates these confl lcts an to to  
It was stated above t h a t  desire for  chlldren and de- 
sire t o  avoid having them may simultaneously e x ~ s t  
In the psychology of the ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l ,  and t h a t  
\rhether one o r  the other gains predominance IS 

largely a mat ter  of cultural c~rcumstance Now, In 
cultures cons~sting of a host of confllcting elements, 
a111 not the confllct of these two deslres In the In- 
div~dual  be mtensified, unless the confl~cting cul- 
tu ra l  elements a re  totally d i s t ~ n c t  from deslre for  
childrcn 

Suppose t h a t  I, as  a n  mdwldual In our  own cul- 
ture, which doubtlessly contalns more confl~ctlng 
elements than any other, am very fond of children 
and should like t o  have a large famlly I reahze, 
however, t h a t  I cannot a t  once be a worthy father 
and do many other t h ~ n g s  I should like t o  do My 
lncome IS not large I have ~ u s t  read Monkznd at 



the  Crossroads, and S t a d n g  Room Only, whlch 
warn me of the dangers of over-populat~on On the 
other  hand, I have read Whzther Democracy, whlch 
makes me feel tha t  perhaps I am the sor t  of per- 
son who ought t o  have chlldren I know something 
about  B ~ r t h  Control D o  I not  d e s ~ r e  t o  have chd- 
dren, and not t o  have them, and does not a cultural 
situation lntenslfy thls confllct ? 

But  the s ~ t u a t i o n  1s n o t  the  same wlth all  lndivi- 
duals Even In p r~mi t lve  cultures, whlch on the 
whole are  much slmpler than o u r  own, and where 
one md~vidual  1s subject t o  essent~ally the  same 
cultural Influences as  all others, not every m d m -  
dual  has the  same natme equipment o r  hfe expen- 
ences, t h a t  is  t o  say, the same temperament 

However, In speaking of cultural and ind~vldual 
d~fferences a s  they pertain t o  deslre fo r  chlldren, 
we must not overlook the fac t  t h a t  there 1s also 
cultural and ~ndlvidual simllanty Culture 1s not 
a n  e n t ~ t y  tha t  can be completely separated from 
human belngs It 1s ra thcr  b u ~ l t  upon certam hu- 
man psycholog~cal drlves, and serves t o  satlsfy hu- 
man needs T h e  drives culture is budt  upon a re  
common t o  all men. and a s  a result certam baslc 
elements a r e  common t o  all cultures everywhere 
children a re  a source of joy t o  human be~ngs  , t h ~ s  
1s tantamount to  saylng tha t  chddren a re  a source 
of s a t ~ s f a c t ~ o n  for  certam psycholog~cal drlves It 
does not, however, ~ m p l y  a na tura l  or  znstznctzve 
d e s ~ r e  for chlldren T h e  j o y  of chrldren, then, in- 
heres In the parent-chlld relatlonsh~p, and  as  a 
consequence there are  manlfestat~ons of desire fo r  
ch~ldren from the rudest t o  the most advanced cul- 
tu ra l  levels 

B u t  what of the deslre not t o  have chlldren? D o  
we slmdarly find through psycholog~cal and cul- 
tu ra l  v a r ~ a b ~ l ~ t y  a constant undercurrent? Ch~l -  
dren a re  everywhere a burden as  well a s  a joy The  
degree t o  whlch they a r e  burdensome is, of course, 
largely dependent upon economlc factors, but ~t 
cannot be denled t h a t  even under the most favor- 
able economlc circumstances they a re  t o  a very 
great  extent lmpedlmenta I n  fact,  m our  own so- 
clety, where standards of hvmg vary immensely, ~t 
1s usually more difficult fo r  parents w ~ t h  a n  Income 
of, say, five thousand dollars a year, t o  rea r  a fam- 
~ l y  of average slze, t h a n  ~t IS for  those w ~ t h  a n  In- 
come of half a s  much A s  a consequence, then, of 
another factor  lnherlng In the parent-chlld rela- 
t ~ o n s h ~ p ,  the burden of chrldren, we also find from 
the rudcst t o  the most advanced cultures man~fes- 
t a t ~ o n s  of the  deslre t o  a v o ~ d  ch~ldren 

And no person who knows methods of Bt r th  
Control can  enter the S t a t e  of Colorado 

-Courtesy of "Judge" 

Knowledge of Birth Control 
Must Be Spread 

N thls mat ter  a s  In most of our  soclal problems, I we can only g o  forward and not backward There  
1s no use of bemoaning the good old days, whcn 
educated women, on the average, bore them fif- 
teen children a s  regularly a s  did the unedu- 
cated The  blrth-rate has  gone down In every CIVIL 
lzed country of the  world and ~t wlll go lower before 
~t strikes bottom Not even the lmperlal power of 
Mussohn~ 1s able t o  r e s ~ s t  thls un~versal  tendency 
Berlln, the c a p ~ t a l  of a n a t ~ o n  t h a t  has been famous 
for  large famhes,  has now the lowest blrth-rate of 
any large clty in  Europe T h e  popula t~on  of Eng-  
land 1s almost s ta t ionary,  the  same IS t r u e  of 
France and ~f the  popula t~ons  of these countries 
were t o  declme s tdl  fur ther  there should be no 
occaslon fo r  tears  T h e  population of France is 
nearly ten t m e s  as  dense as  Callforma and few 
econom~sts would deny t h a t  i ts  greater  denslty 1s a 
partla1 cause of ~ t s  lower standard of hvmg 

T h e  only danger then from the falhng b ~ r t h -  
ra te  whlch we a re  mtnessmg on a world-wlde scale 
1s t h a t  the ra te  wdl not fall a s  rapldly as  ~t should 
among the less fit There  1s no calamlty so destruc- 
twe nor so irrevocable a s  the deterioration of our  
r a c ~ a l  stock Any other evil we can overcome, thls 
one we can only endure F o r  t h ~ s  reason the dis- 
semmat~on  of Bir th  Control lnformatlon 1s the 
most worth wh~le  enterpr~se in wh~ch  p u b l ~ c  splnted 
c h z e n s  can engage Thew efforts wlll leave behlnd 
them a s  a n  eternal monument, a finer, stronger and  
more mtehgcnt  cltlzenry 

GLENN E HOOVER 



Book Reviews 
G R A N D M O T H E R  BROWN'S H U N D R E D 

YEARS,  1827-1927, by Har r le t  Connor 
Brown Lt t tk ,  Brown, end Co , Boston $3 00 

'HIS book was wntten by Grandmother Brown's T daughter-ln-law, H a r n e t  Connor Brown, who, 
a f te r  the celebration of the  old lady's 100th birth- 
day, sa t  by her wheel chair, and took down the 
story of her century of life wlth loving and sympa- 
thetic understandmg 

W e  see, through the eyes of a woman 1 0 0  yearz 
old, who was born when J o h n  Qulncy Adams was 
President, who saw the passlng of twenty-five of 
our ch~ef  executives, and lived t o  vote for  Herbert  
Hoover, the plcture of hfe before the era of our  in- 
dustilal  development, when almost everythlng used 
was made In the home o r  ralsed on the home acres 
As a chdd she saw the horse "Queen" dnven through 
the house hltched t o  the back-log and the men of 
the famlly rolling it with crow bars  Into place on 
the hearth T h e  crane still hung In the fireplace, 
the dutch oven was heated for  the week's baking, 
the churn splashed and  the splnnlng wheel whirred 
busdy She watched the growth and  development 
of every kind of transportation, saw the machine 
age take much of the traditional "woman's work" 
out of the home, and spent her last  years in a house 
centrally heated, wlth electr~clty,  modern plumb- 
zng, and a radio, wlth motor cars rushing by and 
airplanes overhead 

Hers  1s the s tory of a hfe spent almost entilelv 
within the famlly clrcle, a llfe of ceaseless, unremlt- 
t ing toll, rarely relieved by recreation Even as  a 
chlld she rose at five o'clock, and la ter  in hfe by 
the hght  of a candle which she herself had dipped 
and molded, "wlth a wlck a s  t h ~ c k  a s  your  htt le 
finger," hung In a n  iron candlestick on the back of 
her chaw, she sewed o r  knltted untll late a t  night 

As a bnde  of eighteen she cooked, washed and 
kept house not only fo r  her husband and herself, 
but f o r  three boarders H e r  first four chlldren 
were born in Ohio and then, although her hushand 
had a prosperous general store and was doing well, 
he decided t o  buy a farm in Iowa and move there 
Selling hls busmess and all  thew household belong- 
mgs except one "cherry dresser" and a "big roll of 
Brussels carpet" which they took wlth them for  the 
new home, they started a weary twenty day t lek by 

river steamboat and team t o  the farm where they 
spent the next fourteen years and where their las t  
four chlldren were born Grandmother Brown was 
never happy  there, she tells us "I was never re- 
conciled t o  ~t The  drudgery was unend~ng 
The  lsolatlon was worse Such a way of hvlng 
1s hard, hard, H A R D  " 

There she lost two of her children, the adored 
little Lot t ie  and the baby prl who was so delicate 
t h a t  fo r  two years she was carried everywhere, a s  
was the fashlon of t h a t  day, on a pillow, and never 
learned t o  walk o r  talk, although Grandmother 
Bronn  says "she understood everythlng I sald t o  
her " There her las t  chlld was born and  she com- 
ments on his a r n v a l  "The elghth c h ~ l d  In a famlly 
IS, of course, no novelty This  one did not seem 
needed a t  all Then, of course, our  boys were farm- 
er's sons, and knew sornethmg about stochbreeding 
They knew t h a t  the httle baby I had lost, the year  
before, had  been boln t o  a mother who was too  
tlred t o  nourlsh her offspnng properly They 
naturally d ~ d  not want t o  see a repetltlon of t h a t  
cxpenence I felt t h a t  they regarded the last baby 
as  a n  unwelcome addltion t o  the family clrcle B u t  
Will looked him over very klndly 'I wonder if these 
llttle hands will ever mdk a cow', he sald W e  had 
so many t o  milk jus t  then " After  the blrth of thls 
chlld a n  a t t ack  of pueperal septicemla made Grand- 
mother Brown a n  lnvahd f o r  several years Un- 
doubtedly ~t was thls penod of enforced Idleness 
whlch prolonged her  hfe 

H e r  b~ographer  says of her  "Chiefly, I think of 
her as a mother", and while ~t is t rue  t h a t  her whole 
story 1s inextricably bound u p  with those of her 
chlldren, many will thlnk of her first a s  a woman 
a hose capabihtles were great  but whose hfe dld not 
allow her t o  use them Grandmother Brown was 
modern In spmt-always wllling t o  t r y  new things, 
although she harked back often, as old people do, 
t o  the "good old days" when so many things were 
better than  they a re  today Although almost a 
fcm~nls t  "I never was a suffragette" she tells us 
"I never wanted t o  vote, would ra ther  not", add- 
Ing quaintly, "I thought t h a t  ~f there was anythlng 
men could do by themselves we'd better let them do 
~t " I n  explaimng the secret of her long hfe she 
says t h a t  ~t was her  good lnherltance t h a t  kept her 
golng but  t h a t  "down to  the tune Herbei t was born 



I worked too hard That wasn't nght, especially 
a t  chlldbeanng t~me I began that pretty young 
too I am less than twenty years older than Wlll 
(her eldest son) and m twenty months there was 
another baby " 

"B~rth Control? Bab~es more mdely spaced? 
Yes, that should be so Just  thlnkl I was wash- 
mg, Ironmg, cooklng and havlng bab~es too That 
7 * ~  too much " 

We are happy to know that, in the sunset of her 
hfe, she traveled and that not only her famly but 
the whole state of Iowa honored her a t  the celebra- 
tlon of her 100th blrthday The country owes much 
t o  such women Her hfe was hard but she strove 
unceasmgly to keep her Ideals and to pass them on 
to her ch~ldren She had a sense of beauty and 
order, she loved nature,-all hfe Interested her 
and she had an appreclatlon of all that was best 
and finest m ~t She tells us of a narrow hfe, but a 
clean and true one If one's heart aches with sym- 
pathy for her and for the mllhons of women who 
stdl tread the same hard and narrow path, one can 
be happy m the thought that mllhons more have 
won them freedom and that all hfe IS fuller and 
ncher because of ~t 

P B P HUSE 

PORTRAIT OF A CHINESE LADY, by Lady 
Home W d h m  Morrow and Co , New Ywk 
$5 00 

P ORTRAIT OF A CHINESE LADY" by Lady 
Hosle 1s a book of exceptlonal charm On the 

strong thread of her friendship mth a high caste 
lady, the author has strung a rosary of shinmg 
beads of Chmese hfe and character, all attractively 
readable Now and then in her narrative a bead is 
added, showlng that not all the Chlnese are thmkers 
of noble thoughts and doers of k~ndly deeds - thus 
samng the character of the book and admlttlng 
that the people of whom she wntes are human be- 
mgs, responding to the same lmpulses and gullty 
of the same excesses that are common the world 
over 

In these days when, because of the dethronement 
of the "gods of thlngs as they were" In China, there 
1s a gladiatorlal thumbs down on the Chlnese and 
an expressed and p d e d  determination to let them 
stew in them own julce, what Lady Hosie has wnt- 
ten may well serve t o  soften the hearts of those oc- 
cupylng seats of judgment If such can be Induced 
to begln the story, there wlll be little danger of 
their laying it down unread 

To  many the dehneation of Ch~nese outlook and 
thought wlll be as startling and as new as the In- 
formation that only a hmlted percentage of the 
people of Chna have ever seen a bowl of rlce 

The maklng available of Portrart of a Chsnese 
Lady as a book of reference and study to  students 
and others Interested In world affairs would be of 
lnestlmable value, and possibly farreachlng conse- 
quence 

D 0 LIVELY 

ASIA REBORN, by Marguerite Harmon Harp- 
er, New York $4 00 

CHINA'S MILLIONS, by Anna Loulse Strong 
Coward-McCam, New York $4 00 

I N spite of their suggestive tltles neither of these 
books touch on the population problems of the 

Onent They tell of the spiritual awakening of the 
near and fa r  eastern races since the world war, and 
of them comlng together on the common ground of 
opposition to an exploiting Occldent Chzna's Md- 
horn develops the Far  East's effort to throw off the 
West In greater detall, and brlngs it up t o  the very 
moment Yellow antagonism to the whites is not 
feared by these authors The reblrth of Asla IS, In 
them mew, not an effort to  lmpose a worse clviliza- 
tion on a better, ~t is not an effort to impose any- 
thing whatever on the West It is slmply an effort 
of the Eabt to obtaln tlme and freedom for true 
asslmilatlon wlth the West 

China, and the same 1s true of the rest of the 
East, has, m the words of MISS Strong, "ghmpsed 
European clvlhzatlon and knows that ~t must 
e~ther  absorb it or be destroyed by ~t It 1s fightmg 
for the future of a race which until now has not 
cared to have a future " 

T h ~ s  1s a splend~d Ideal Our only wonder 1s how 
far  a glut of people and a shortage of food as yet 
unknown to the West, wlll handlcap the spmtual 
and polltical efforts of the New East to s k ~ p  over 
the mterven~ng stages and pass dlrectly from 
medlaevahsm to the modernism of tomorrow 

SO YOUTH MAY Kh'OW, by Roy E Dickerson 
Assocatwn Press, New York $2 00 

T HIS book 1s intended to gwe young men an un- 
derstandmg of the mechanism and biologwal 

- 

facts of sex and also a polnt of view regardmg many 
different aspects of the sex hfe One can take no 



exception t o  the actual matenal presented The 
author bases his statements on the best scientific 
data avadable and h ~ s  point of view is un~versally 
forward-lookmg, tolerant, and understanding He  
avoids the pitfalls of prudery and t~resome preach- 
ing w~thout  y~elding one degree of h ~ s  h ~ g h  ideals 

I would question, however, the advisab~lity of In- 
cluding In such a volume the first section which tries 
to be technical and yet popular and must be some- 
what confusmg t o  the u n m t ~ a t e d  The young man 
who is puzzled about questions of ~nt imac~es  - pet- 
tmg, attitude toward girls, whether future mate o r  
not, and many other similar problems wh~ch con- 
front the young man of today, wdl certa~nly not 
derive very much benefit from a rather dull d~scus- 
slon of hormones, chromosomes and embryonic de- 
velopment of the fetus T o  be sure, t h ~ s  1s all legiti- 
mate knowledge but it 1s really a s~de  from the major 
purpose of the book, and to  my mind a t  least, de- 
tracts from rather than adds to  its value 

The great prominence whxh 1s gwen to  d~scus- 
sion of venereal diseases and the great detall with 
wh~ch etiology and prognosis of syph~hs  and gon- 
orrhea are treated seem also to  be unnecessarily de- 
tailed In so brief a volume 

The sections on petting and on self-control, en- 
gagement, etc have much to  commend them They 
have the happy faculty of gwing the whole subject 
of heterosexual development a joyous and happy 
aspect, robbing it of many of the elements of v ~ r t u -  
ous gloom which are present In so many other books 
of similar nature This, ~t would seem to  me, 1s the 
maln function of the book, which it fulfills ade- 
quately 

MARION M MILLER 

YOUTH, by Ehzabeth Sloan Chesser, M D Dut- 
ton & Company, New York $1 00 

R CHESSER has undertaken too much In 
Youth, a small book of 112 pages This state- 

ment may be readdy understood by a glance a t  the 
table of contents of her book For  example, such 
chapters as "Youth in Rebelhon", "Conflicts bc- 
tween the Generations", "Problems of Education", 
"Health In Adolescence", "When Youth 1s Un- 
happy", "Food In Adolescence", "Self Expres- 
s~on", "Love and Marnage", "Hypene of Mar- 
riage and B ~ r t h  Control", and "Young Mothers of 
Today" should be covered with tha t  many pages 
each 

D r  Chesser contrad~cts  herself in her state- 
ments In  the  refa ace, she remarks "the ignorance 

of most parents with regard t o  the training of 
young ch~ldren" 1s deplorable but in her final chap- 
ter, she concludes "young women of today are very 
capable, very mtelhgent, and are efficient 
mothers " 

"In considenng the hyeene of marrlage some- 
thing must be said about B ~ r t h  Control " She IS in - 
favor of Birth Control, but pomts out tha t  often 
"young wives are definitely estranged ~f they are 
asked to utilize precaut~ons which are difficult, d ~ s -  
agreeable, and often painful to  apply " She further 
asserts that  the "second senous reason against 
Birth Control a t  the beginnmg of married hfe IS 

the r ~ s k  of s ter i l~ty as  a consequence of prevention 
of concept~on " This statement is fallac~ous Ac- 
cordmg to  D r  James F Cooper, careful observa- 
tion has made ~t poss~ble to  conclude tha t  "contra- 
ceptives per se are not a cause of ster111t.y " D r  
Chesser sums up  "young couples w~l l  do infin~tely 
better if  they leave the consequences of then  mat- 
ing t o  nature a t  the beginnmg of married hfe" 
~ l l  of this the revlewer does not agree w ~ t h  

Even with its faults, the book is an interesting 
one, for ~t gwes an  Amencan the Br l t~sh  point of 
view It is wr~t ten  in a chatty manner tha t  makes 
for easy reading 

JAMES R CURTIS 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

POPULATIOB, LECTURES ON THE HARRIS FOUNDA- 
TION, 1929, by Gim, Nasu, Baker and Kuczyn- 
s k ~  Unzverszty of Chzcago Press, Chicago 
$3 00 

MARRIAGE, PAST, PEESENT AND FUTURE, by Ralph 
De Pomerai Rtchard R Smzth, New York 
$4 00 

OUT-GUESSING THE STORK, by Galen S ta r r  Ross 
Strazght-Stuff Publwhtng Co , New York 
$1 00 

AN ANTHOLOGY OF REVOLUTIONARY POETRY, edited 
by Marcus Graham PzLblzshed by the Edrtor, 
West Farms, N Y $3 00 

CE~SOEED,  by Erns t  and Lorentz Jonathan Cape 
and H a r n s m  Smzth, New York $2 75 

HEREDITI IX MAX, by R Ruggles Gates Macmrl- 
lan Co , New York $6 00 

No BED OF ROSES, by 0 W Macaulay Co , New 
York $2 00 

PARENTHOOD DESIGN OR ACCIDENT? By Michael 
Fielding, with preface by H G Wells Noel 
Douglas, London 3s 6d 



English Pamphlets 
- 

Of zniterest to BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW Readers 
These pmphlets may be ordered through the REV~EW 

T E N  THOUSAND CASES, Prehmlnary Notes on 
Var~ous Technical Aspects of the Control of 
Contraception, based on the analysed data 
from ten thousand cases attending the Ploneer 
Mothers' Chnic, by Marie C Stopes Mothers' 
Clznac for Cunstwtzve  Barth Control, London 
6d (20 cents) 

A sequel to D r  Stopes' analysis of "The Flrst 
Fwe Thousand" published In 1925 Interesting 
statlstlcal data 1s glven Of the 10,000 women at- 
tmdmg, 9,912 were marned, 5 were unmarried and 
already mothers, and 83 were engaged to  be mar- 
ned ,  142 childless women sought help In securlng 
pregnancies, a s tudj  of 787 cases shows fallure m 
21 cases, and a fallure of 0 52% is listed for the 
entire 10,000,3,164 of the entire number of women 
showed deformltles and lacerations In  t h ~ s  con- 
nection ~t 1s polnted out that  the number of difficult 
cases, women wlth injunes, has more than doublcd 
in the second 5,000 cases, showing that though, 
wlth England's lack of legal restrictions, the nor- 
mal woman may be able t o  secure advlce with ease, 
the abnormal type is In need of expert clinlcal 
service 

A llst~ngof methods recommended by D r  Stopes' 
c h i c  makes this pamphlet technically unmailable 
in the United States except to physicians and medi- 
cal students 

REPORT ON T H E  CONFERENCE ON GIV- 
ING INFORMATION ON B I R T H  CON- 
TROL BY PUBLIC HEALTH AUTHOR- 
I T I E S  Pubbshd by  the Conference 6d (20 
cents) 

A full report of the speeches made a t  the Joint 
Conference held on April 4th, and briefly reported 
In the May lssue of the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
The Natlonal Union of Soclet~es for Equal Citizen- 
ship, The Soclety for the Provlslon of Blrth Con- 
trol Chnics, The Women's National Llberal Fed- 
eration and the Workers' B ~ r t h  Control Group co- 
operated in organizing t'le Conference The ad- 
dresses and discussion following each address are 
reported In full The Engllsh custom of speakmg 
freely and well from the floor a t  public meetlngs 
helps to make the report ~ n t e r e s t l n ~  reading An 

imposmg number of Publlc Health Authorities and 
other organizat~ons officially represented a t  the 
Conference 1s glven 

THE B I R T H  CONTROL MOVEMENT I N  
ENGLAND John Bale, Sons and Danaelsson, 
London 6d (20 cents) 

A concise and well wrltten history of the Blrth 
Control movement by Mary Breed and Edlth HOW- 
Martyn The authors trace the movement from its 
lnceptlon m 1789, when the Rev Thomas Malthus 
publ~shed hls famous "Essay on the Pnnc~p le  of 
Populatlon" They descrlbe the work of Frsncls 
Place, and Knowlton, the Bradlaugh-Besant trlal 
of 1877, the formation of the Malthusian League, 
and the openlng of clinics They evaluate the at- 
titude of the medical profession, of research pro- 
jects and of the books and magazines devoted to  
the movement The present situation is clearly de- 
fined There 1s no legal restramt on the teachmg of 
methods of Birth Control m England In  practice, 
however, the doctors and nurses attending the 
state-supported Maternity and Infant Welfare 
Centres are prohibited from glving such advice 
As a result the poor, who cannot afford to go to  
prlvate doctors, are kept in ignorance I n  summary 
the authors state "It cannot be sufficiently em- 
phasized that  the present demand endorsed by all 
serious Birth Control workers is tha t  

The Manastry of Health and Publac Health 
Authmtzes should recognzae the deszrabzhty of 
mabng anadable vnformatzon on mthods  of 
Bwth Control at thew welfare centres t o  married 
people who ask for r t  " 

COMMENTS ON B I R T H  CONTROL, by Naoml 
Mitch~son Cntenon Mzscellany, No If? Faber 
& Faber, London 1s  (30 cents) 

A meaty pamphlet discussing with wlt and charm 
an aspect of the Blrth Control sltuatlon not usually 
touched upon Mrs Mltchlson considers some of 
the emotional and p.;ychologlcal drawbacks of con- 
traceptives, and the effect of the substitution of 
dehberate forethought for the lmpulslveness and 
haphazardness of earher generations While un- 
questionably advocatmg Birth Control, she raises a 
question that  1s a t  once arrestmg and provocative 



Do your part for humanity 
-tell people that cancer m tts early stages ~s curable, m tts 

late stages IS not curable 
The odds are always aganst your ha- cancer-but 

make sure Consult your physlclan yourself, urge others 
tu do so 
T b  work ~s made possible by generous ~ubLc support 

of the sale of the httk Christmas book and by voluntary 
contrhutlons Our work for 1930 depends on your con- 
anued help 

For further lnformauon and free hteature, address 

THE NEW YORK CITYCOMMITTEE, A m m a n  Sonety for the Gmtr0146nm 
34 ~ ~ s r  757-11 m, NEW YORK 

I/ WANTED 
Volume IV Proceedmgs of the Smth Inter- 
nabonal Bvth Control Conference, 1925 

- 
Bwtb Control Renew, December, 1929 m e  

Both of these Items are out of prmt and much m 
demand If our readers have coples whlch they 

can spare, we would appreciate thelr return We 
wlll give a complimentary subscrlptlon to the 

REVIEW for each copy recelved 

Names of possible subscribers to the KEVIEW 
Send in a hst of ten names and designate whether 

we may say sent at the suggestwn of -, or not. 

LABOP FACTS LABOB FACIS  LABOP FACIS  

BIRTH CONTROLLERS need labor facts. 
Ntnety odd per cent of human bemgs are 
workers Buth Controllers must work wtth 
thu great major~ty f they would get re- 
sults To work mth ~t they must know it. 

LABOR'S NEWS 
IS the most avadable, most rehable, most 
readable source of Labor Facts. Each week 
~t bnnp you, condensed mto e d t  wn- 
em, vnnd pages, the story of what Amen- 
can labor, unorgamzed as well as organ- 
ized IS domg, thmkmg, stnvmg 

DULL? - NEVER' For Labor Facts are 
Human Facts LABOR'S NEWS m often 
thnUmg, always packed full of drama and 
Interest. Send for your copy today ----------------------- 

The FEDERATED PRESS 
112 E 19th Street, New York Clty 

IJ Send me LABOR'S NEWS for I enclose $2 
$1 

IJ Send m? n free s ~ m p l ?  rnpv of LABOR'S NEWS 

Name 

Address 

Csty Btate 

LABOP FACIS LABOP racrs LABOP racrs 


