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Editorial

T HE attituded rehgionisperhapsthefocal
pomt of the whole Birth Control situa-
tion It s easy to pomt out the bearing of
Birth Control on child Iabor, unemployment,
poverty, overcrowdmg, war But themotiva-
tion towards action must spring from a ferv-
ent behef mn the nghtness of the movement
Our opponents cannot question achart show-
g mfant mortahty ratesmn relation to child
spacmg They must grant thefacts, but they
need feel noinner compulsion to do anything
about them.

Whoever is not with us, 1s heavily against
us— and if this1s true of thedeclared opposi-
tion of the Cathohc Church, it also holdsfor
those who vaguely feel that sex is better not
thought of What will finally wn thisfight,
take away legal restrictions, develop new
methods, educate people of all classesto an
understandmg of the meanmg and use of
Buth Control, is a positive behef m the idea
that sex is fine and holy, that the body and
spirit are not enermes, but one, for thegreater
glory of therace.

It iswith thesethings in mind that we have
1ssued this Church Number Obmoudly we
had neither the means nor facilities for mak-
mg a comprehensive survey or securmg ex-
pressions of opmion from all the mmusters of
the country Our symposium is m no way
mclusive We have endeavored merely to
present a bird's-eye mew | n some cases our
contributors speak for themsaves aone, n
somecases as representatives o their specific
churchs or denominations W e have called
on rehgious leadersin different parts of the
country, from great cities and small towns
W ehaveomitted someof our staunchest sup-
portersand oldest friends, in order to present
new names T oo much eredit cannot be given
to thoserehgious leaders who have been with
us through the early years, nor to those who
are now speakmg so courageously and fear-
lesdy

Rmngmng phrases and remarkable state-
mentsaremade “Thisis good relignon”—*“a

Divine mandate” —"*m accord with the teach-
mgsof the Master™ Wehear o instruction
to newly married couples, of family relations
clmies carried on by churches, of courses
sex education W e have by no meansmade a
poll of the Churches, but we havefound that
there are many rehgious leaders who are
pointing theway for their people, and setting
the pacefor thewr colleagues

o one can deny that the Catholic opposi-
tionisthe keystoned all the opposition

to Birth Control It permeates mto every
field It explamns why social workersbelieve
in Birth Control while social agenciesdo not
officially endorse it, why mtelligent doctors
concede the need for it, both 1n curative and
preventive medicine, while the American
Medical Association refusesto declareitself,
and contraceptivetechmque isstill not gener-
ally taught m medica schools, why poh-
ticians and pohtical parties do not take a
stand Thereare, in each case, Cathohc sup-
porters, patients, voters, who must not be
antagomzed

Until this Cathohc opposition s shafted to
less positiveground — or unti the peoplem
favor of Brth Control are orgamzed mto a
dynamic integral force — we will contmue to
havethis anomaly

We print m this issue excerpts from a
pamphlet Birth Control, the officia state-
ment d the Cathohc position We give also
two articles forecastmg a possible modifica-
tion o the Cathohc position Father Lehman
and Dr Barrett may be termed "' left-wmg'™
Catholics They consider themsalves Cath-
ohc, though the Roman Catholicsvehemently
declare that they stand outside the pale o
the Church However this may be, therr
opiuons may betaken asindications of away
out of the present impasse

Theincreasing support o all other denom-
mations iS charted by the official. endorse-
ments of three nationa rehgious orgamza-
tions With the Churches in the vanguard,
thecaused Buth Control isassured
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The Roll-Call: Twenty Opinions

REVEREND HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK,
Mumster of the Reverside Church, New ¥York, N Y

T present, with the eptimistic cheerfulnessthat
characterizes prosperous America 1n deahng
with so many of her problems, most folk whom I
observeareemploying the ostrich policy with refer-
enceto Birth Control They know 1t 1s here They
know that some people who ought to have rehable
contraceptive information are not getting 1t, and
that many who have no proper business with it are
gettingit, and yet they resist mith active antagon-
1sm or laggard apathy any endeavor t o pass decent
laws They sometmmes speak as though it were
positively shocking to have physicians legally
trusted to tell therr patients the truth
As an excuse for this obscurantist attitude one
fact can be pleaded contraceptive information 1s
dangerous Of courseitis All power 1s dangerous
becauseit can be misused, and misused power causes
endless misery T 0 suppose, however, that because
power 1s dangerous, mankmd, having once gotten
its hands on power, will surrender it for fear of its
peril, 1s a vain expectation  From education to air-
planes all sorts of thmgs are dangerous that no
one1s proposing t 0 sUppress
Asfor problems of individual ethics which this
new mformation involves, we must face them and
not dodge them Suppression will do no good, for
1t 15 suppressing nothing but knowledge, hght, and
candid thought After all, chastity has been
guarded more by modesty and common sense than
by fear The idea that the mere removal of the
dread of conception 1s gomng to let loose a flood of
mquty 1s, | suspect, a misapprehension of the
facts Children of this new generation who have
been trained 1n a code of honor 1nvoiving the exist-
ence and the nght use of Birth Control will be less
hkely even than their md-Victorian parents to
treat the matter hghtly or to be beguiled by fools
Meanwhile, the conservatively shocked and trou-
bled souls, who find relief 1 attacking Birth Con-
trol, may as well make up their minds that contra-
ceptive information 1s here, that 1t is being used
and will increasingly be used, that its misuse can
wreck our morals, devastate our homes, and despoil
our nations, that a mght employment of 1t can be of
profound benefit, and that so ser1ous a problem as
this cannot be solved by suppression

REVEREND ELIOT WHITE, Asssstant M-
wster of Grace Epsscopal Church, New York, N Y

AY | contribute what seems to me a relevant
comment based upon seven years’ experience
among families of Manhattan's far East Side,
while pastor of a chapel maimntamned by one of the
city’s downtown churches?

It 1s difficult for me to realize, as one conclusion
from such ammstry, how any normally observant
and unprejudiced worker 1n that congested neigh-
borhood to which | refer can fall to advocate at
least as unopposed access to intelhgent informa-
tion concerning Birth Control for the poor as 1s
available to members of the community enjoying
morefavorable social and economie conditions

The commumty for 1its own permanent benefit
and the rehef of mtolerable & stress must soon see
the need of the establishment of many new research
bureaus for extending this estimable and sorely
required service

The nstallation of such additional health and
rehef centers at strategic points, especialy for
families not yet free from the disabihities of pov-
erty, 1s a hope cherished, | beheve, by a majonty
of those who know at first hand these hard-pressed
homes

REVEREND JOHN RAY EWERS, D D, Mwm-
ister of East End Christian Church, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvama

T must be evident to anyone who thirks at all,
that some type of Birth Control has been em-
ployed by thousands of the better class people
When oneseesgood famihes imting their off spring
to one, two or three chlldren, one knows fairly well
that the natural processes have been blocked at
somepomt Whether harmfully or not, 1s another
question
Facmg modern economic conditions the average
farmly would be rumed by unhmited begetting of
children Physicians are ablet o prescribe methods
of control, which permit chlldren to arrive as they
arewanted and asthey can befinancially well taken
care of
T o demand the unlimited production of chlldren
without regard to either the health of the mother
or the financial condition of the famly 1s too ab-
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surd for words T o make a woman unfit to take
care of her other children and to tax the famly
budget beyond thehmits of decent hving conditions
18 Wrong

The command to multiply and inhalt the earth
does not mean that one is to htter the landscape
with all the offspring that one can possibly pro-
duce' If, therefore, any sort of control is to be
exercised, let it be scientific, open to everybody,
and such as w1ll work no harm

Why should rich people have hquor while the
poor aredemed it? Why should the well-to-do be
able to practice somekind of Birth Control while
the knowledge is forbidden to those who need it
most? No law can control such an mtimate thing
as the begetting of a child and no law should at-
tempt to suppress scientific knowledge of how to
control births

REVEREND JOHN HAYNESHOLMES, Mwm-
sster of the Commansty Church, New York, N Y

HE social argument on behaf o Birth Con-
trol is unanswerable No problem now con-
fronting humamty is more urgent and menacing
than that of population, and there isno answer to
this problem except that offered by the application
o scientific contraception
But | am interested in Birth Control not only
as a means of meeting the ills which spring from
over-population, but also as a means of 1mproving
the health, happmess, and character o the human
race We can breed a nobler type of humankind
if we undertake to control and direet the birth
process as we control and direct other natural
processes, instead of letting it control and direct
us The progress o man has always been comei-
dent with his mastery o natural forces, and his
dedication of them to the nobler purposes of his
own existence What he has done 1 the case of
other forces hemust now doin thecaseof the most
potent force of all, that of sex, and thus punfy,
uphift and redeem his hfe
But deepest f all, | behevein Birth Control asa
great spiritual influence Marrage to my mind has
two functions — thebioclogical function which per-
tainstothe continuance of the race, and the spirit-
ual function which pertainsto the ennobhng o the
indivadual | beheve, in other words, that love be-
tween man and woman, as well as the reproduction
of children, 1s a mission o the mantal relation
Such love can be fostered and strengthened only
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as the sexual act, which is itself a symbolical and
sacramental expression, is freed from the fear of
conception when unsought and undesired Birth
Control 1s man’s final gesture o emancipation |
beheve in it fundamentally because | am a teacher
o religion and would serve man's highest spiritual
interests

DR HENRY NEUMANN, Leader of the Society
for Ethscal Culture, Brooklyn, N Y

T is a thousand pities that backward-loolung

groups are still powerful enough to prevent re-
pealing the laws against spreading the knowledge
o Birth Control The world's need is not more
babies but better ones Knowledge o contracep-
tion, itistrue, may bemisused So, for that matter,
may many other highly useful tools Money can
be sadly misused But instead of keeping it away
from the young, we teach them how to use it sen-
sibly Scienceis capable of all sorts of uses, and
sois freedomof any kind Why not forbid teaching
chemstry on theground that thus we shall prevent
making poison-gas bombs?

We shall never get a race of really grown-up
people until men and women are treated as if they
were capable of being their own best guardians

REVERENDW NELSON WINTER, Pastor of
Cavary Evangelical Church, Baltvmore, Mary-
land

OO0 frequently the followers of the Carpenter
o Nazareth have been guilty of closing their
eyes to the world's needs and hke the pnest and
levite, hurrying tothetempleto voice their lovefor
their fdlowmen in words instead of deeds With
their thoughts engrossed in theology or with their
eyesturned to the sky, they have not seen thedespe-
rate human needs along hfe’s roadside, they have
failed to follow the footsteps of the Teacher of
Galilee who went about doing good to the bodies
and souls o men Fortunately this condition 1s
rapidly being corrected and the church, clergy and
laity, 15 again viewing the world's need through the
eyes o its Master and, seeing things m themr
true perspectrve, is offenng practical help for the
pressimng social, economic, and psychological prob-
lems that confront the world
I am sure that | voice the sentiments of many
fellow clergymen when | say that the Church is
vitally interested in the question of Birth Control



134

No longer do wefeel that the Great Creator some-
how made a terrible mstake when he endowed man
with the powerful sexual nstinct — we are begin-
mng to see that ""what God hath cleansed should
not be called common or unclean” We are begin-
nmg to reahze that sex s the world's greatest
dynamic and more closely related to the rehgious
mpulse than wasformerly reahzed How to direct
and conserve this potent forces one of the prob-
lem o the Church We feel that voluntary par-
enthood 1s decidedly a step in the nght direction
Birth Control would tend to inerease early mar-
nage and thus help to prevent mental and emo-
tional mstabihity in our young people Theproblem
of delayed marnage 1s becoming increasingly acute
and n 1ts train come not only various types of 1m-
morality but also a host  mild psychic disorders
Another Important result would be the neutral-
1zing o the air o pseudo-mystery which now sur-
rounds the whole subject o sex Thefact that re-
hable mnformation cannot be obtamed by the aver-
age layman serves only to stimulate curiosity and
sometimes tends toward morbadity Sex should be
fully and frankly discussed with our young people
I't can be presented so simply and so naturally that
the suggestive elements are completely neutrahzed
Every great reform movement raises a “lunatic
fringe” on both sides of the question — those who
beheve that the suggested change will solve all of
the world's problems, and those who as firmly be-
hevethat It wall result 1n the destruction d all that
mankind has been fighting for and achieving The
Birth Control movement 1s No exception Despite
all opposition, however, we are on the verge of a
great advance m our manner of viewmg the whole
subject We areplacing a new trust in the essential
decency of our youth But hke every advance in
soctological or religious thinhing 1t seems danger-
ous to timad and conservative souls
TheChurch o Jesusd Nazareth should, hkeits
Master, trust human nature — beheve in men and
women when others do not and when they cannot
even believe 1n themselves He aways assumed that
men and women wanted to do the nght but he saw
that many o them were “missmg the mark™ and
He spent His hfe trying to show them His great
purpose was to help them to make the most of
their bfe — to hve here and now the ** abundant
hfe”” Thefollowersd that revolutionary Teacher
have too leng been numbered among the reaction-
ary forces — they should, hike their Master, be the
first to wsion a bnghter future, ever to look for
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the good 1n their fellowmen instead o the ewil, they
should with sympathetic insight be ever ready to
offer practical suggestions how hife’s multiple prob-
lems can be solved They should do all thas — and
dally an increasing number o them are measunng
up to the opportumty

REVEREND ERNEST CALDECOTT, Mwmaster
d All Souls Church, Schenectady, New Y ork

H E need of Birth Control grows increasingly
obvious tome Assuming that 1t 1s biologically

vahd | am sure o its ethical fitness My experience
takes me into the homes o these who have more
children than they can care for, mostly Cathohcs
As a social worker | have observed that the ma-
jonty d those calling for chantable axd are from
large families | have considerable statistics cover-
mg this pomnt T o talk continence 18 equivalent to
non-sense  He who advocates sexua intercourse
only for purposes of propagation may be sincere,
but heis certainly not sensible

Then | have observed a need of Birth Control
m the intelhgent groups waith whom | work con-
stantly In the first place there 1s the problem of
the first year or so d marned hfe Finely set-up
young people do not want children at once Be-
cause they are intelhgent they wish to know each
other and to move about with freedom together
as husband and wafe |In all too many cases, to be
sure, there is no desire for a famly, but in the
majonty of mstancesthereexists the normal long-
mng for parenthood Intelligent control of concep-
tion 1s desirable under such circumstances With
safety from pregnancy reasonably assured there
would be less mental and nervous disturbance from
the intimacies of domestic hfe

I n the second place, parents have not only the
nght but also the duty of determuming what space
shall be given between the birth of their offspnng
Gone forever are the days o constant pregnancy
among intelhgent women. When a child comesinto
the world 1t should be the result o design, not of
accident

In the third place, when the size d the famly
Fas reached the desired number control of concep-
tion 1s needed Normal men and women have not
lost their desires for each other just because they
have as many children as they can properly keep
From my contact with many marrzed persons ap-
proaching mddle hfe | havefound a large number
not understanding each other because the wife was
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afraid of a pregnancy which she did not desire
The seeming "*coldness”” of the woman toward her
husband has sent many a man out into undesirable
places or caused melancholy which he did not un-
derstand, but whose cause was lack of normal sex
hfe

What | feel we need most of all is mformation
and a really aesthetic method o taking care of the
situation, for people are without doubt ready for
Birth Control

REVEREND BRADFORD YOUNG, Assistant
Mwmster o the Church 0 the Holy T'rwnsty, Brook-
yn, N Y

THOROUGHLY approve o intelhgent and

contructive Birth Control The couples who
come to me to be mamed have this subject pre-
sented to them and diseussed, and those interviewed
agam after a year or more o mamage have ex-
pressed gratitude for this talk

There 18 much to be gained spintually by the
use of contraception m marnage |If the man and
woman have just been mamed, it affords them a
time to adjust to each other before pregnancy and
thecaredf childrentax the nervesand consumethe
tune of the woman, and lay a large financial bur-
den on the man If the man and woman already
have several children, it enablesthem to stop hav-
ing more so that they can maintamm a good stand-
ard o hiving for those they have and give them the
attention and advantages necessary to their high-
est development

T o advocate self-control instead o Birth Con-
trol, as some do, 1s to betray ignorance o human
nature |n the first place, even if this were desir-
able, the average personis not capable o 1t And
in the second place doctors and psychiatrists agree
that it 1s not desirable Except i unusual cases
where a remarkable degree o sublimation has been
achievtd, such self-control leads to strained mar-
riage relations and often the divorce court

In this day, whatever may have been the case
formerly, a knowledge of contraception is an es-
sential condition for happy marnage and intelh-
gent home making

Moreover the use of sound contraceptive meth-
ods benefits not only the individual but also society
as a whole Anyone who considers war, poverty,
unemployment, and disease necessarnly comes to
realizethat the failure intelhgently to control pop-
ulation is a basic cause It is inhuman to bring
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children intothe world only to slaughter them later
1n “civilized warfare', or to house them for a hfe-
timein adum It isimhuman and aso ridiculous
for the state and private chantiesto content them-
selves with allemiating the hunger o starving fam-
ihes, without giving those fathers and mothers the
mformation how to prevent adding new hungry
mouths to their famly If we want to make the
world a better place to hve m, if we want to over-
comesomed the evilsthat beset humamty we must
not only legahze mformation about contraception,
but we must definitely encourage the practice
among those whom it w1ll most help

The Protestant Episcopal Church has taken no
officid stand either for or agamst this practice
Ungquestionably, however, it is widespread among
clergy and laity ahke Even active Roman Cath-
ohcs, to my knowledge, use and approve contra-
ceptives Certamly the tune has come when the
hypoerisy and the njustice o denymg the poor
and uneducated what is freely enjoyed by the rich
and well-tutored shall be abohshed Since we have
Birth Control for some marrned people and they
havefound it good, let ushaveit for all — for the
saked their happinessand thewellbemgd society

REVEREND PAUL JONES, dcting Bushop of
the Epwscopal Dwceae d Southern Ohio

VILIZATION means an approximation to-
ward the comseious and intelhgent adjust-
ment o the conditions of iving Thusfar we have
made more progress in the control of the matenal
forces of production and transportation than in
those of social orgamzation Research, discovery
and mvention have made it possible for the world
today to support afarlarger population on a much
higher matenal standard of hving than has ever
been possible before That 18 the most sigmficant
aspect o modem civihzation, but 1t is only one
side o the picture
When it comesto socia adjustments, our con-
scious and intelligent direction of affairs has by no
means gone so far For the indinidual, life 1s in
many respects less secure than it was in the older
and simpler days, men's hves and welfare are more
at the mercy of economic and commercial forces
outside o therr control, and there 1s consequently
a greater need on the part o individuals for such
intelligent direction as they can give to those con-
ditions of hfewhich arestill subject to their choice,
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lest they be swamped by the pressure o circum-
stances

In particular there 1s need for such an intell-
gent approach to the question d marnage and the
farly For the great mass of people our present
awvilization offers three choices marnage and a
large famly with poverty, undernourishment, de-
moralization, discord and despair, temporary
unions broken by desertion and divorces and the
children denzed their nght to hfen a family, or
voluntary parenthood where the children are the
result o choice determined by the health and
strength of the mother and the economic condstion
of thefamily To my mnd thereis no question but
that thelast 18 the only basisfor a family life that
will give the best resultsfor the parents, the chil-
dren and society at large

One reason why our campaigns for the protec-
tion of the life, health and welfare o individuals
make such dow progress 1s that so many people
conscientiously insist On bemng utterly irresponsi-
ble in regard to the creation of hfe We cannot
have both individual anarchy and socia control,
and | am whole-heartedly for intelhigent, responsi-
ble Birth Control asa sound and necessary prelude
to the solution of many d our problems o group
hwving

REVEREND CHARLES FRANCIS POTTER,
Mwmster d the Farst Humamst Society, New York
City, N Y

AM nclined to think that Birth Control 1s the

major reform Whenever we examine the bases
of the other reforms we find ourselves going again
and again back to Birth Control The problem o
war, the problem of housing, the problem o ade-
quateeducation, the problemd community culture,
all of these and many more are 0 closely linked
with Birth Control they cannot be considered apart
from it

The pioneering days are over in most intelhgent
communities, although afew frontier townsand in-
dividuals o belated development are stall shocked
by theword Thetime has comefor taking the next
step which comnsists 1n a change d attitude In-
stead o begging for attention, Birth Control
should assert 1ts right to it What | mean 1s that
the burden of proof now Les with the opponents of
the Birth Control movement It is a most signifi-
cant thing which has occurred within the last half
decade that the Roman Catholic Church now finds
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itself on the defensive 1n the matter of Birth Con-
trol A new generation has risen within the church
who demand a reason for the vigorous opposi-
tion to Birth Control which so frequently char-
actenzes Cathohc |leaders

Perhaps there lies more danger to Birth Con-
trol 1n the apathy o the Protestants than in the
hostihty of Catholics For the next few decades
the movement will necessarily be concerned with
straight educative propaganda

REVEREND DON M CHASE, Pastor d the
East Side Parish, L0os Molmos, Calf orma

THE Chnistian forces have aimost uniformly
been valuable alhes, if not leadersin the great
fights for human betterment The improvement o
human life and the digmfying of the marnage re-
lation, as wdl as the release o women from fears
and worries, are among the alms o the Birth Con-
trol movement The Church ought to bein the van-
guard of this movement

My peopleneed theknowledge of contraceptives
Many of them have that knowledge It has beenin
general use long enough to demonstrateits value
to crvilization and to set at rest the fears o those
who think others wall misuse it If Birth Control
could be freed from the hmitations now placed
uponit by popul ar prejudice and fear, a great deal
more could doubtless be done 1 do not beheve God
intended Us to hve like guinea-pigs, and | for one,
believe God's blessings will attend the efforts of
those who seek human betterment along this impor-
tant hne

REVEREND FRANK S C WICKS, Mwnster of
All U s Unstaran Church, Indianapols, Indsana

,RAILING cloudsd glory, we comefrom God,"
sings Wordsworth A dimpled, smihing babe,
vigorous 1n hmb and heart, does come traihng
clouds o glory How proud the parents must be
We can understandstand their ecstasy

But how often a child comes trailing clouds of
darkness, wesk of limb, feeble, perhaps diseased, a
child who later may cry with the aftheted Job, ""Let
the day perish when | was born, and the mght when
it wassaid, Thereisa man child conceived *

Men and women are beginning t0 question them-
slves "Am | fit to bring strong, healthy wdl,
endowed children into the world? Can | gve them
a good mental and physical inheritance? Can |
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give them the care they need? The education they
will require?* Every couple contemplating mar-
nage should face the prospect of children, and talk
1t over frankly

The most dreadful thing | ever heard was a
mother who said to her daughter "'l did not want
you | tried to get nd of you” Do you wonder
she crushed all love for herself?

Children should be what George Ehot calls the
""Symbol o the eternal Marriage-detween love and
duty ” Love should welpome each child and duty
determine when the child shall be born Let us no
longer shift upon God our own ignorance, our own
mstakes, but frankly recogmze that the respons:-
bilitv rests uoon us

If weare well-endowed 1t 1s becauseof our right-
Iring ancestors We can repay them only by be-
queathing to childrer yet to come the same good
bodies and minds that make for a fine, strong, up-
standing hfe

"Thou shalt build beyond thyself,”" cries Nietz-
sche, poor Nietzsche, born wath an unstable mind
and nervous system, a hfe-long sufferer So build
that, through you, mankind Wil rise higher and
higher until all stand erect in fine and splendid
matunty

REVEREND BERNARD C CLAUSEN, Afn-
sster d the Furst Baptwt Church, Syracuse, New
York

HAV E been asked many times how we dared to
mvite Margaret Sanger to speak 1n the audi-
tormum of our church, when the subject wth which
she deals 1s moral and socia dynamite |nreply |
can say that we cons:der that our church has an
opportumty to serve our city by presenting under
1ts roof the leading exponents of every interesting
idea, and by subjecting every smug and closed
mind to*the diseiphine o honest opinzons which con-
tain full é¢harges of dynamite
But | can say more than that, when | speak as
an mdividual and not as a representative o my
congregation | beheve that our present state of
mind on Birth Control representsone o the great-
est intellectual accomphshments of modem times
With persistent patience, rareskill, and an anidaty
for persecution Margaret Sanger and those sur-
roundmg her have carned on a magmficent bit of
mental strategy, and deserve the laurels usually
kept for more gory warriors for the common good
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REVEREND CURTISW REESE, Dean d the
Abrahaem Lwmcoln Centre, Chicago, Illznots

N my fileis a highly prized letter under date of
June 15,1917, from Frederick A Blossom, writ-
ten onthestationery o ** The Birth Control L eague
of New York™, addressed to me at Des Moines,
lowa, where |l was at that time pastor of the First
Umtanan Church Theletter says, "' Several news-
paper chppings brought us news sometime ago of
your mterest in Birth Control May | send
greetings and extend the nght hand of fellowship
| take pleasure 1n sending you, with my comph-
ments, a copy o the first 1ssue of the BmrTm
CoxrrOL REVIEW *” The clippings referred to
by Mr Blossom told of my having defended from
my pulpit Margaret Sanger when she was having
some " unpleasant expenences'' with officers of the
law

| still have the copy o the Biera ConTBOL
Review — Volume 1, Number 1. The front page
announced an article by Margaret Sanger on the
question, "*Shall She Break the law?" The article
closed wth the ringing proclamation *If shemust
break the law to estabhsh her nght to voluntary
motherhood, then the law shall be broken *

A great deal d changein the pubhc attitude to-
ward Barth Control has been brought about, large-
ly by the League, sice that day thirteen years ago
Recently the press carried a newsitem to the effect
that the Methodists of New York have gone on
record 1n favor of Birth Control Witness this
" Church Number™ of the Review But mportant
steps are still to be taken May | suggest them
briefly

(1) Every section o mumcipal, state and na-
tional law that prohibits the dissemination of Birth
Control information and that prohits the sale of
contraceptive devices should be repealed, and in
new laws Birth Control immformation and devices
should be subject only to such control as 1s exer-
cised, for example, by the pure food laws in thewr
fidd

(2) Health departments of the city, the state
and the nation should be speafically charged with
the duty of dissemunating full and authoritative
information on the subject o optional parent-
hood, and also d mamtairing mexpensive chnics
easy of access

(3) Secientific research should be continued until
the present unsatisfactory and clumsy methods of
Birth Control are supplanted by sure, easy and
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satisfactory means, and also until the day when it
18 posstble t0 achieve a desired barth painlessly and
glorously nstead of as at present in agony and
sorrow

(4) And perhaps most important o al, the
mmd o the pubhc must be so educated that sex
and all that pertams thereto can be thought and
spoken o with the frankness that now prevails
in the fields of dieteties and esthetics, or o ethics
and rehgion

REVEREND WILLIAM W PECK, Mmsster of
the First Unstarsan Church, 4ibany, New Yor k

HEN the school committee d Lancaster,
Ohio (other commumties also claim the dis-
tmetion) refused to permit the school house to be
used to discuss “this new thing, a railroad, with its
frightful speed o fifteen miles an hour, because
thereisno mention d such method of locomotionn
dinne revelation,” they provided us with a per-
renial joke That occured more than a hundred
yearsago |1n1930, the membersdf the Massachu-
setts legislature turned down a bill to alow free
speech on Boston Common without the formality o
a hicense or permit The climax 1r the ponderable
arguments against this novelty was reached when
an inflamed member exclaimed, " Why 1f we do this
thing, our daughters will flock down there to learn
all about Birth Control ** It won't take a hundred
yearsto get that laugh
In 1930 the wisdom Of disseminating Birth Con-
trol information as a first step in the correction of
many social ills has becomeevident to many leaders
for social and moral betterment Yet not a single
New York legislator could be found with sufficient
courageto sponsor a ll lessening the present legal
restrictions 1n that state One can easily 1magine
the amusement o postenty at this tumdity
There can be no objection to any rehgious
group, denommation or sect inducing its follow-
ing to any course o action Or naction consistent
with 1ts ovn ideal When, however, that group at-
tempts to makeits 1diosyncrasy the required prac-
tice of the vast majority beyond its boundaries,
moral tyranny usurps the autherity of American
liberty and emphatically tramples on the nghts of
others
Too long has the tradstional **cure-al**, chanty,
extolled by the churches, vamly sought to correct
the enls directly fruiting upon the nne of an un-
controlled birth-rate It is gh time that the im-
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morahty of producing chlldren beyond any capac-
1ty to prowide for them finds adequate place 1n ex-
isting moral codes The overproduction of chil-
dren contributes directly to the problem of pov-
erty, 1s possibly the largest single contrbutor It
provides the rnich soil for the growth o all kinds
o mental and moral dehnquency Let ushavedone
with palliatives and see that 1t 1s just as pious, 1f
not so sentimental, to go to root causes

The duty o every seriocus lover of nght and
truth appears clear We must end the pretence
that Birth Control 1s contrary to religious prin-
ciples or the highest ethical conduct, we must In-
sist that such control alone conforms to the high-
est in rehgion and ethies We must, i addition,
crusade for a better conception of relhigion, con-
tend for the remova d legal hindrances to the
intelligent practice of Birth Control What insti-
tution is more obligated to shoulder the responsi-
bility for children than the churches, claiming de-
votion to One who was much concerned for chil-
dren? It Is the churches duty to advocate the
cause o better born chlldren and of a parenthood
hfted from the accidental state of the untamed
beastsinto leftier human standards o dehberation
and spiritual consummation.

REVEREND ROBERTS MILLER, M:inester of
the Churck o O w Father, Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vansa

WO rights o childhood aredemanding a vagor-
ous defense today — the nght of the child to
be well born and the right not to be born at all
WEell born chlldren are a supreme satisfaction
Soundness o body and mind 18 an endowment with
which nothing ese among inherited values can be
compared The child who is demed this by reason
d birth is subjected to handicaps o the first di-
menson Consideration for children begins with
the parents before chlldren are conceived If the
burden of these handicaps could be made to rest
upon the parents who are responsible for them, the
situation would be somewhat changed Unfortu-
nately, however, 1t necessanly falls upon the child,
the innocent victim of an inferior hertage, and of
a society organized beyond its capacity for suc-
cessful adjustment
It 15 folly to argue that Birth Control 1s a con-
spiracy aganst childhood. It 1s one of the great-
est considerationsthat can be shown for childhood
We look with contempt upon the mmdividual who
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will abusea chdd Theday 1s commg when weshall
look with contempt upon parents who beget chil-
dren doomed to abuse before they are born

REVEREND E G GALLAGHER, Muuster o

the Fsrst Congregational Church, Waseca, Mynn-
esoto

HAT | haveto say about Birth Control may
be summed up under the term good relsgson

At weddingswe mimsters say to the contractmg
parties, " Doyou promisetolove, honor and cherish
until death do you part?*" The vows, for the most
part, are honestly, gladly, given But in many -
stances the husband and wafe do not “Lve together
happily forever afterwards” The commng oOf chil-
dren, under unfavorable conditions or too frequent-
ly, is afruitful source of estrangement Almost
every bndeis happy in the knowledge of prospec-
tive motherhood. When the chdd comesthe mother
forgets her suffering, even 1f it has been exception-
ally severe, joyful because a ehild has come to the
home

How about the second baby? This child has
come quickly after the first, the mother is physi-
caly unfit, has had msufficient tmme m which to
budd up her strength Theresultisthat thedays o
pregnancy have been unnecessarly miserable, and
the second-born amves lacking the robust health
which s older brother possessed And then, the
third and the fourth, perchance the fifth baby is
hurned into the home With nothing else to look
forward to, isit strangethat husband and wfe are
dnven apart?

Meanwhile the parents of these young people
have made no effort to savetheir children from this
unnecessary musery |f indeed any help was im-
parted, it came probably from patent medicine
vendors, from a quack, or from some friend who
meant wel but lacked knowledge

Let this ecriminal carelessness cease There is
nothing vulgar about the relationships which bnng
man and woman together Thereissomethmg very
nobleand sacred in theeyesdof God, somethmg too
sacred to be peddled by unclean mmmds Parents
should havea sufficient degree of confidencein their
children, to be glad to give the facts leading up to
so important a matter as child beanng, or a com-
petent physician should be asked to do this Add
the prerogative, lawfully given to rehable physi-
cians, toinstruct marned people m contraceptive
methods, and what misery and estrangement would
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be avoided, what happiness assured to thousands
o homes

Behonest, know thetruth and befree Speak out,
let no sensitive pnde hold you back Let no self-
appomted ecclesiasticdeter you Every goodthing
isforyoutoenjoy Soon, let us hope, the required
information will be legally given to all who ask for
it Birth Control has withmn it possibihties for
happiness, more abundant hfe and untold blessings
for this old world Thas is good rehgion

REVEREND CHARLES W LEGGE, Mwnaster
of the Congregational Church, Wilton, Connecis-
cut

HAT the humaxustic method of approach to
all problems of social relationshipsis with us
atlast isvery ewident tothestudent of themamage
and divoree questions In spite of the conserva-
tives and Mother Grundys who msist that things
should beleft asthey are— leavewell enough alone
— it has been borne home mto the consciousness
o thinking people that the state of affairs
mantal relationships is not well enough and that
something must be done in the immediate future
Many o the early msunderstandings and | ater
desires for separation and divorce arse simply
becausedf the mabihty of the parties concernedto
adjust themselves to certam sexua facts and also
to economic conditions Mamed Me should be a
love relation, and that relation can and will only
be maintamed by thefreeplay of sex There comes
a time m the Me o nearly every normal marned
couple when they have to face the problem of the
Szed therr family Both husband and wife desire
to mamtam the love relationship, and yet reahze
thefact that in justice to all concerned the famly
must not beincreased Hereisamatter that wholly
concerns them, it is thesr affair, it isa matter upon
which they must have the final say Waysd pre-
venting conception have been with usfor centuries,
but a scientific and hygiemie method is now offered
by the Birth Control advocates AsS onewho isn-
terested in seeking to making s fellow bewngs
happy and help them retamn and cultivate the true
content that can only be found in marnage rela-
tions, | look upon the work of such advocates as a
tremendous step forward 1n establhishing happmess
and a deeper peace | have purposely written on
this onephased thesubject, ormitting many others,
with thehopethat | shall thus add my contnbution
to thus humaxustic program
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REVERENDJOSEPH F MICHAEL, Pastor o
the First Methodrst Church, Turkey, Texas

HE more | study the Birth Control movement,
and see the phght of hundreds of homes into
which | go each year, the more | am convinced 1t 15
a God-sent movement At first | was very much
opposed, but after several yearsof observationand
prayerful study, it looks decadedly different, and |
am completely won over
For the sake of the wife’s health, the congemal-
ity of thehome, the social and rehgous adjustment
in the commumty kfe, a fair and impartial oppor-
tumty for each child of the home, and to help hft
at least part of the burden from the shoulders of
the father and husband, | say — and from the depth
of my heart too— somethmg ought to do done to
relieve the situation 1n thousands and thousands of
our American homes Where there 1s permanent
disease, hopeless poverty, mental deficiency, moral
degeneracy, dff spring should be prevented The
possibility and responsibihty of children should be
taken away from such homes Let us not forget
that every chld hasanght to be* wel born™ Un-
told numbers of httle babies have crossed the thres-
hold of this sphere unwanted, unwelcome, and im-
mediately thereafter have been killed, or left on the
road-side todie | donot advocate legalized prosti-
tution, but | do advocate that each and every baby
that comes into this world should be a welcome
guest, having achancefor its hfeand future happr-
ness TheMaster said, " Inasmuch asyedid it unto
theleast of these, My brethren, ye did it unto Me”

REVEREND AARON ALLEN HEIST, Pastor
d the Grace Commumty Church, Denver, Colorado

HE recent visit toDenver of Margaret Sanger
reminded not a few of "how times have
changed” Her last visit was a respectable, even
society, affair Previously she had appeared at the
Open Forum 1n Grace Commumty Church, in which
free speech center many a dangerous person now
considered respectable got s first pubhc heanng
1n the Rocky Mountamn Section
The whole question of sex and Birth Control has
been hifted out of the realm of the stealthy to open
frank discussion, preparing the field for construc-
tive Work culmnating 1 a pubhc Birth Control
chmc A very natural outcome of pubhe discussion
was letters from burdened wives and over-worked
mothers mnquiring for sources of scientafic informa-
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tion Out of such contacts slowly grew a Famly
Relations Clime which, without any advertising ex-
cept such ascomesthrough “appreciative friends”,
now brings the pastor into the position of domestic
counselor with many couples each month

In the sacred confidences of such a ehme, where
husbands and wives freely tell of the most intimate
causes which lead to "' nerves' and misunderstand-
ing until divorce threatens, one comes to appreci-
ate fully the barbarism of laws which deny that
scientific mmformation which aone can make
sound and permanent the biological foundatzons of
marnage, and, may | add, the heathemsm o any
ecclesiastic who abhors adultery and sanctifies
worsethan adultery by a sacrament Brought face
to face with the facts of hfe so revealed no one
with even a modicum of the respect for human
personahty which 1s supposed to characterize a
minister will fall to make the necessary connection
with physicians trained in the techmque of contra-
ception, as well as with a psychiatrist for those
cases demanding more than amateur abihity All
this we have done at Grace Church The high
esteem in which the church family climc 1s held pro-
fessionally 1s attested by thefact that three physi-
clans who have 1ncidentally heard of 1t have sent
some of thewr patients who need information and
mental relief rather than medieine or surgery

But our main concern 1s with prevention rather
than with cure When a couple makes advance ar-
rangementsfor awedding we | oan them such books
asMargaret Sanger’s Happiness mn Marriage, and
Popenoe’s Modern Marrwage, and then gve them
a copy o Butterfield's Marriage, and Sherwood
Eddy's Sex and ¥Youth, the latter chiefly for its
excellent mtroduction and 1ts unusual bibhogra-
phy We adwvise premantal exammations by a
thoroughly rehable physicran who the parties are
told 1s quahfied to give the best available scientific
contraceptive information They are also told of
the existence of the Barth Control Clime conducted
1 our statehospital | nthecase dof thosewho come
to the pastor's officeto be marmned immediately, as
thelarger preportion do 1z adowntown church, we
dismss the witnesses t 0 thelobby immediately after
the ceremony and proceed to gv ethecouplehalf an
hour of biological mformation for which couple
after couple comes back |ater to thank the pastor
in most heartfelt gratitude Each couple takes
with them the two pamphlets mentioned above as
well asall thefacts about Birth Control which 1t 1s
lawful for a layman to give
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The Church of the Future

By REV J A MacCALLUM
Dr MacCallum 1s Mwmster of the Walnut Street Presbytersan Church o Philadelphia

VERY reform that has taken place within the
church had to battlefor 1ts hfe whenfirst pro-
posed, and many an mst:itution which we accept
today as axiomatic and undebatable had a long
struggle agamst opposition and discouragements
beforeit wonits placein the sun Liberty o wor-
ship, public schools, free roads, the abolition of
davery, manhood franchise, the control o the
hquor traffic, and votes for women, are random 1l-
lustrations o this law which is woven into the
fabric of the human consciousness Orgamzed
Chnstiamty has always been panfully dow to
espouse any reform, however self-emdent 1ts jus-
tice may appear to a subsequent generation
Certain considerations must be kept in mind by
those who seek to express the Christian attitude
Pnmary among these isthefact that Christiamity
18 not a static thing, a fimshed system, as so many
of its exponents believe On the contrary, 1t is an
organismin which a defimte metabohsm is eontinu-
ally inprocess Oldideasareaways breaking down
and new conceptions taking their place Orgamzed
Chnstiamty is always advanemg 1n more or less
belated accord wmath such knowledge as has been
recently acquired Often it is difficult to recognize
that its later developments are the outgrowth of
what 1t was before, but thereis never any essential
contradiction of its genmus The abolition of Slav-
ery, the proposed outlawry of war, or the opening
of ecclesiastical offices to women, are all latent 1n
the teaching of Jesus Nor is this teaching a code
suchasthat of Justiman It1s a sumple description
o away o hfe, aformulation of principles which
may work hke leaven in the mmdividual or public
consciousness "'l have many things to say unto
you but ye cannot hear them now * Doubtlessthese
unsaid things are mmphet 1n the messagethat Jesus
gaveto his generation
Insofar as Chrstianity isinterpreted in terms of
its creedal systems and doectrinal declarations, we
must admmt that it 1s, at least by mmplication, op-
posed to Birth Control One reason for ths op-
position is thefact that it is the child of Judaism
Until recent times, Christian scholars interpreted
theBibleliterally Did1t not tell mento befruitful
and multiply and hold before thent asthedeal goal

descendants equal in number to the sands of the
sea? Hencetheduty d womanwasto rear as many
children as she could, and when one broke under
the strain there was always another ready to take
up her task, so that many a father could boast o
a faouly of twenty or more children

Itisnow recogmzed by every Christian of modest
education that many Bibhcal commands were o
only local and temporary significance with no pos-
sible appheation to modem conditions It was ex-
cellent advice to primtive peoples to tell them to
raise large familes , otherwise their survival would
be endangered But any intelligent man can see
that the general adoption of this course would be
mjurous 1n the modem highly industriahzed
world

Our concern is not to argue this obmous point,
but to discover the underlying Chnstian prineiples
which warrant therestriction of population by con-
traceptive methods Enough has been said to show
that we must make our appeal not to the Christian-
ity of the past but to that of the future As an
ancient htigant is said to have appealed from
Phihp drunk to Phihp sober, we can appeal to the
growing enhghtenment of the church in the assur-
ance that the decision will be in favor of Birth
Control Nor will the decision be confined to Pro-
testantism where it 1s already unofficially regis-
tered in the practice of the people Roman Cath-
ohcism is bound to follow suit This wall not be
Romes first changed front For centuries she op-
posed the taking of interest, but was at last com-
pelled to yield or lose all matenal prestige in the
modem world When the inemtable hour arnves
in this case, the hierarchy will find a way to reverse
its former position Already there are pnests of
social mind who confess pnvately that this will be
only a matter o time

Usually in an advance beyond conventional
standards of conduct, theory anticipates practice
Birth Control is a striking exception to this rule
So great and so ebvious are its advantages that it
1s already frequently practiced, though often un-
scientifically This fact alone would be sufficient
in the end to warrant its legal recoption as an
mstrument for the promotion of the social welfare
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It isfrequently said that the use of contracep-
tivesisunnatural Inthisnarrow sensed theword
nature so also are finger bowls napkins, soap,
razors, tooth brushes, and a hundred amenities and
instruments o ecvihization But 1o a larger and
truer sense, nature includes the creative intelli-
gence which enabled Dante to wnte the Dsoine
Comedy, Bell to invent the telephone, or Edison
the electrme lamp, and hence the knowledge and
the wll to adopt any method or instrument that
will promote human happmess and well-bemg

Theinconsistency of many churchmenisrevealed
mn the difference between therr practice and their
preaching Thediseussion of Birth Control 1s taboo
m the average woman's club though these clubsare
possible only because of it Rarely is the subject
mentioned in rehgious journals and then usually
shghtingly wath no attempt to handleit in a serious
manner This is most unfortunate because it in-
dicates that onceagamn asin the earher days of the
anti-slavery agitation or the demand for woman
suffrage, the church is traihng the conscience of
the nation

However, a new day isat hand It isno longer
particularly audacious for a clergymanto say that
he favors Birth Control The social and ecornomie
advantages are too plain to alow a very hostile re-
action to such a confession or declaratien The
younger generation of the clergy, tramed in psy-
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chology and sociology, are recogmzing in increas-
mg numbers that this is a reform which must be
adopted 1if the human race 18 to avoid decadence,
whach will surely comeif the unfit continue to prop-
agate without restraint

Increasing awareness of the facts is gradually
mducing achanged attitude toward Barth Control
1 theminds of theofficialinterpreters of Chnstian-
ity Though many d the clergy will be dow to
avow this attitude openly, the time seems not far
distant when the courts of the various Protestamt
Churcheswll go on record m favor of the abolition
o those statutes which prevent the education of
the ignorant and the free dissemmation of knowl-
edge upon this subject, together with the establish-
ment of clinics such as those in Europe

Fundamentally there can be no essential conflict
between Christiamity and common sense Where
such a conflict seemsto exist, 1t 18 because the cur-
rent interpretation of Christiamty |s madequate
But 1 the long run Chnstiamty has always mcor-
porated within itself theseientific truth from which
1ts leaders at first recoiled Barth Control will one
day beasaccredited afactor m the Chnistian mores
as the use of anesthetics 1o c¢hild-lirth Scarcely
two generations ago the church, both Roman and
Protestant, was scandahzed by this instrument of
mercy Ere long there will be a similar change of
opimon upon the vexed question of Birth Control

A Divine Mandate

By RABBI EDWARD L ISRAEL

Rabbs Israel1s Chavrman of t Kk Socwal Justice Commassion d the Central Confer-
ence of dmerican Rabbis, and Rabbr d t k Har Swas Temple o
Baltvmore, Maryland

0O many people who fedl themselves to be re-

hgious, hypocrisy 1s aform of vicarious atone-
ment Amd the breskdown of certain principles of
human conduct once considered moral or conven-
tional, we cling to outgrown slogans and precepts
because our cowardly souls are afraid, we seek to
cover up heterodox human nature by orthodox pro-
testations o piety | do not mamtam that these
statements accurately deserbe the attitude of
many sincere Roman Catholic priests and Orthodox
rabbis on Birth Control, but they undoubtedly ap-
ply to the rank and file o the followers of these

well-meaning rehigious leaders

Itisnot my purposeto analyzefully and histors-
cally the opposition whch exists 1n many rehgious
quarters against the mtelligent supervision of the
reproduction of the human species | thmk that |
can understand the basis o this oppesition, httle
as | may sympathize with it Much of the antago-
mism is dueto the general mnfleabihty of all ortho-
doxy It 1s based on the attitude which char-
actenzes the stand of these groups not only on
Birth Control, but on all rehgious and ethical re-
form It 1s the old conflict between revelation and
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mspiration, the static and the dynamic, the divin-
ity Of supernaturalism versus the divimty of hu-
mamty No amount o argument will ever offset
this opposition |t isfounded on thedogma o the
absolute mabrogabihity of what has at any tunen
the past been set down as a theological or moral
tenet Thetides o tune and intelligence may hurl
their wavesagainst thiswall tono avail The souls
sheltered beh:nd it often hve modem hves and think
modem thoughts, but still tend thewall of medieval-
igm despite the inconsistency d their conduct |
for onedo not condemn them for what they beheve
My only condemnationisthat they refuseto grant
others that malenable nght o freedom o behef
and conduct in personal hfe, which does not inter-
ferewth another's freedom

TALMUDIC AUTHOBITY

As far as the Jew is concerned, even from the
traditional Talmudic-Rabbimc point of view there
is serious question as to whether the opposition to
the use of Birth Control is as uncompromising as
many an Orthodox rabbi of today would have us
beheve 1nthel927 year book of the Central Con-
ferencedf American Rabbis, Vol 37, Pages 369 ff ,
theres an excellent articleonThe T'slmudsc-Rab-
bme View of Buth Control by Dr JacobZ Lau-
terbach, professor of Talmud at the Hebrew Umon
Collegeat Cineinnat, Ohio, and a world authonty
in thefield o rabbime hterature |n the course of
this scholarly article, Dr Lauterbach proves that
accordmg t0 Tal mudc law conjugal relations are
often permitted :n such manner or under such eon-
ditions as would make conception impossible For
example, rabbime law not only permits but even
commands sex relations 1 marmage after meno-
pause Ths is definitely, by every inference, a
statement that sexual mtercourse is not regarded
from a rabbuucal pomt of new s solely for the
purpese Of procreation A later rabbimc law goes
evenfarther and permits a men who has never had
children, and thus has not fulfilled the duty of pro-
creation, to marry a woman known to be sterile
Sex relations under such conditions are not only
not immoral or forbidden, Dr Lauterbach main-
tains, but arepositively mandatory ThisSnterest-
mg article also goes on to show that in the case of
young marned people capable o procreation, the
same principle obtamms From numerous sources,
rabbinic authonties are quoted who sanction forms
of sex relations in which conception is regarded as
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practically impossible \We even have certain state-
ments which, according to Dr Lauterbach, defi-
mtely provide for the use o certain mstruments
which in those days were believed to be contra-
ceptives.

A most mteresting mjunction of Talmudic law
quoted by Dr Lauterbach hnks up very closely
with somedf our modem seientafic attitudes toward
favoring theenforced use o contraceptives, or the
sterithization of those whose children may become
delinquents Theancient rabbis beheved that there
was a certam drug which, O taken internally,
would make a person stenle This drug, says one
authonty, isespecially permitted t o a woman whose
children aremorally corrupt and o bad character,
and who fears to brmg into the world other moral
dehnquents Jewish rabbuuc law defimtely de-
nounces failure to propagate in the case of an in-
dinidual, whether that falure be through some
practice of contraception or total abstinence Two
children are required as the mmmum duty o a
man toward the race Such a point o new, 1t
should be remembered, is not at all antagomstic to
modem doctrmes of Birth Control According to
Dr Lauterbach, theteaching of Talmudic-Rabbin-
ic authorties 18 that Birth Control is preferable
tototal abstinence The finer aspects of compan-
ionship and comradeship to be found in a happy
umon arethefirst things that are emphasized when
theBible speaks of marrage TheBook of Genesis
inits ancient legend o the Garden of Eden does
not say that woman was made in order that man
should procreate through her, but that man should
have a "helpmate™ The rabbis go even farther,
and defimtely permat individuals to whom children
mean a menace to wdl-bemg or physical health
tobefreefromtheduty of propagation of therace
It is sigmficant that all prowvisions for the use of
contraceptives as provided for in rabbimc law re-
guire the mutual consent o husband and wife

It may be argued m some orthodox circles that
there are rabbimc pomts o new whch contradict
some thmgs which have been mentioned above and
that these have been the ones most generally sup-
ported by Orthodox Jewish religion Such a state-
ment, however, cannot deny or dissipate the ex-
istence of these other opimons given by authorta-
tive Jewish teachers in ancient times

So much for the attitude against Birth Control
m the hght d tradition The modern rehgiomst
with an interpretation o hfe that he behevesfinds
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its divine inspiration in the dynamic evolution of
humamtarian concepts, faces the situation from a
different angle Regardless of dogma or creed of
past ages, he looks upon scientific knowledge to-
day as part of an unfolding divine revelation By
the hght of that truth we have been taught that
certamn harmful physical and moral wesknessesare
handed down to ongs progeny It is needless to
enter mto the wdl-known discussion of heredity
versus environment The overwhelming evidence
seems to indicate that weaknesses and predisposi-
tions are transmitted, and that it 1s fundamentally
mmmoral t0 bring inte the world children who are
practically predestmed to a hfe of misfortune and
horror In addition. the modern relimomst real-
1zes that economrc disabihities which cannot be over-
comein aday, condrtions of sumsand housing which
cannot be eradicated over mght, and the national
problemsd overcrowding and economic depression
which so often result 1n war, all demand limited
propagation We deplore the recklessindifference
with which certam intellectual and cultured indi-
viduals, financially equipped for large families, dis-
regard their responsibilities We fedl, however,
that 1t 1s equally alapse of sound ethies to refuse
to use mtelligent diserimination 1n reproduction
The modern rehigiomst |ooks upon the power of
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propagation as a divine gaft It 1s, however, only
one of quite a number of divine gafts 1n the use of
which temperance and intelligent supervision are
the guding principles The employment of con-
traceplives as a medium for over-mdulgencein sex
relations 1s obviously to be condemned Temper-
ance must apply here as elsewhere Yet 1t 1s abso-
lutely mdiculous to mammtain that this temperance
on the part of those who fedl the scientifie need of
lmmtation of offspring must be the practically
total abstinence that 1s necessary if sex relations
are hmited solely to occasions for proereation We
have the power to work and labor and acquire
worldly goods, but there are certamn principles of
fair dealing and sdf sacmfice which limit this
power 1if it 1s to be used ethically S0 1t 1s with the
power o procreation |t s utterly untenable and
unethical to refuse:n this fidld the consideration for
consequences that we admit must apply € sewhere

Intelligent Birth Control 1s not an end in 1tself
Social justice of any sort 1s not an end in rtself |t
1s a means, through which human hfe will be made
richer and happier and more capable o achieving
asense d truly spintual values Thus Birth Con-
trol becomes for the modern rehgiomst not only a
permissible course of conduct, but a divine man-
date

Congdous Creation—Divinity in Action

By REVEREND L GRISWOLD WILLIAMS

Dr Wilhams w Chasrman of the Commstteeon Bsrth Control of the Unsversalsst
General Convention, and Mwster of the Church of Qur
Father, Readwg, Pennsyloansa

EXT “Desire not a multitude of unprofit-
able children, neither dehght m ungodly sons
Though they multiply, rejoice not in them, except
thefear of the Lord be:n them Trust not thou 1n
therr Iife, neither respect theirr multitude, for one
that 1s just 1s better than a thousand, and better
15 1t t0 die without chrldren than to have them that
areungodly ”* Eccl 16 1
While 1t may seam to somethat a discussion of
any phase o the sexual hfe d man s out o place
m a church, this antagomsm toward a frank treat-
ment o the subject 15 o comparatively recent de-
velopment 1n the history of religion Sex was once
held as a manifestation of divimty, and much of re-

Ligious symbohism camefromit Many o theprac-
tices of primitive worship wereirradiations of this
primal mpulse Even today when one talks about
sex, there are those who fed somethmg magical,
something 1n a secret sense devilish or evil about 1t

Through the ages orgamzed rehgion gave imstruc-
trons t0ndivaiduals as to the nature o their sexual
hfe, unttl puritamsm identified the natural with the
satamc But the tune will come agamm as we grow
wiser, when we shall raise the sexual hfe mto the
sphere o worship and bring i1t wathin the influence
o rehgion As a stepir that direction it may be
well to consider the rehgious aspects of Barth
Control
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The slogan o the Birth Control movement,
""fewer and better children,” is entirely in accord
with the ancient wise man who wrote that "one
child that is just is better than a thousand ” But
Birth Control, as the conscious determination of
human beings as to whether or not the sexua rela-
tion shall result in the creation d another being,
isa fairly recent issue for the simple reason that
man's knowledge d himself isnew The thought o
controlled conception did not come to primitive
man, for he was ignorant of any relationship be-
tween sexual umion and procreation. INn his igno-
rance he could have no idea of controlhing birth
except by mage, and even today many people fed
thereis something o dire mystery and chance con-
nected with the process Many d the objections
raised agamnst man's abihty to consciously control
conception are found upon examimation to be still
rooted in superstition

NEW EMPHASIS IN RELIGION

Beforewe can see clearly the rehgious aspects of
Birth Control, we must understand the newer em-
phasisin rehigion itself, for today its attitude to-
ward hfe differs from that of the past Of old re-
hgion was something revealed oncefor all, and em-
bodied in codes and creeds As we moderns accept
its evolutionary basis, we realize that religion isin
a process of development, codes o ethics change
fromageto age, the symbolsman usesto clothe his
religious expertence vary with tme and place and
person Jesusvoicedthisideal whenHesaid to His
followers, "*You have heard certain things iz the
past, but today | say to you something new and
different *’

Another new emphasis m rehgion emerges from
the recogmtion by man of s growing self-con-
sciousness, and of his abihty to control his own
destiny T othe ancient religiomst, man's hfe was
foreordamed he was put here to go through cer-
tain processes predetermined by God or Fate Ac-
ceptance o hislot, and gratitude that it was no
worse, made up his rebgion. But now we know that
as offspring o Divimty there are infimte possibil-
ities for us, and we are concerned 1n developing to
the best of our capabihity T h e m hesthemeamng
of hfe for us, it is not a ereeping through dark
labyrmnths 1n fear, nor the sunple acceptance of
somemagic schemed salvation, but the rehant fac-
ing o the unknown with the determination to de-
velop something better All the situations of hfe
may be opportumties to create somethmg finer
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within our spirits, all experiences, mcludmmg the
sexual, may develop the human soul

In the hght o this relignous emphasis, then,
Birth Control takes on definite rehgious values
Obwiously there are instinets that have outlived
their biological usefulness Certain crude impulses
in man were necessary to human development onits
lower levels T o kill was necessary when primtive
man was preyed upon by the ammals |n earher
stagesof social orgamzation warfareseemed toserve
a purpose in thentegration o society and the duf-
fusionaf culture Today man hasreached thestage
where the expression o such an impulse is evil
rather than beneficial T 0 recogmze that fact, and
transmutetheimpulseto a higher plane, will be the
greatest and final step in the conquest of war To
fight, not against his fellows, but against the bhnd
forces o nature, disease, and evil of every kind
without and within, is to hft the unpulse to the
spritual plane In the same way the sexua im-
pulse, uncontrolled, creating offsprmg without
hmt, has reached the end o its aologreal useful-
ness, the day o itsspiritual creativity is at hand
We see it transmuted mto a love, conscious of its
spinit wings, as different from the bhnd and brutal
thing it was in the beginmng as the rose is differ-
ent from the root it springs from From that re-
hgious viewpoint which sees the Divine coming to
its fruition in human self-awareness, the control
and subhmation o the sex hfe becomes a rehigious
duty

GOD BEVEALED IN HUMAN LOVE

Other than man, there is no being capable of
reproduction that has the intelhgence necessary
to regulate its sexual hfe, or to ot the number
of its progeny To bnng any eement o nature
within human understanding is to progress, to
learn control d the hidden springs of action and
their vehicle, the body, is to cooperate with God
Conscious creation is divimty in action

Into the marrage relationshup and the bearing
of chiuldren the man and woman o highest spint-
uahty bnng an aspiration and an awareness which
demands knowledge and control o the sexual im-
pulse They know that God is revealed i human
love, not inspited physical umen but also through
it With that vision of marriage, all its dements
are hfted to a ligher plane On that leve the
church has not doneits duty until it has endorsed
Birth Control and fought to the end to remove the
present legal stigmas upon it



146

Bigrra CoxTRoL REVIEW

Cathdlic Principles and Teaching
on Birth Contro

By REV DR JOHN M COOPER

An excerpt from the pamphlet “Berth Control” 1ssued by the National Catholsc
Welfare Conference, Washsngton, D C as the official statement of the Catholse
positson on Barth Control

ARRIAGE has a three-fold purpose First
and primanly, its purpose 1s the begetting
and reanng o children Secondly, 1t fosters con-
jugal love and mutual hel pful ness between man and
wife Thirdly, it allays the dangers o incontinence
Promiscuous or free love relatlons mght con-
ceivably maintamn the existenceor being d therace,
but 1ts wellbeing would, under such a régime, suffer
beyond description M arnage makes for the maxi-
mum wellbeing o the race by providmg maximum
and permanent care by both parents in the up-
bringmng o children, it ensures the maximum pro-
tection of the mother by the father, it pins down
responsibility on the father by determiming clearly
who the true father 1s
Marnage and parenthood are sacred Parents
are n no figurative sense but hterally the agents
and representatives of God 1n reanng children to
be worthwhile citizens of the commonwealth of man
and the commonwedalth o God Their task s to
train up soulsfor this hfeand for the next Their
mission 18 A trusteeship than which none 1s more
exalted and subhime The vocation of afather and
of a mother 1s a sacrosanct and holy one, so sacred
that Chnst saw fit to re-consecrate mamage by
rasing it to the digmty of a sacrament The Cath-
ohc Church extols irgimity as holy, for those who
cantakeit Shelikewise honorsparenthood as holy
and sacred And she holds aloft both adeals in her
reverence for and devetion to Mary, Virgin and
Mother
Time and agam, 1n the history of Chrnstianity,
heretical groups have maintained that marrage is
unlawful, and that the exercise of marital relatlons
and the begetting o children thereby 1s sinful The
Church has consistently condemned in the strongest
terms this smeidal position Sexual mtercourse
within the marnage union 1s the means divinely es-
tablished for the propagation of the race But
such intercourse outside the marriage union stnkes

a deadly blow at all three values that marnage
protectsand that promiscuous mating would utter-
ly blast For extra-mantal intercourse tends to
bnng children into the world wathout proper pro-
wision for permanent and maximum care of off-
spring, without proper protection of motherhood,
and without definitedetermmation d patermity and
paternal responsibihty

Within, however, the mantal union, mtercourse
1s not only lawful It 1s divinely planned and sane-
tioned The vague feehng sometunes met with that
even within the marnage umon such relations are
indecent Or hittle short of sinful, or only reluctantly
tolerated by morahty, 18 an outgrowth o vanous
causes This feehng 1s m no sense an outgrowth o
Cathohc teaching, and 1t can find no shadow of
support therem

LIMITATION OF OFFSPRING

The Cathohc position on the himitation of Off-
spnng 1s frequently misinterpreted by non-Cath-
olics and sometimes misunderstood by Cathohcs
themselves It does not hold that mamed couples
are under oblhigation to bnng mto the world the
maxunum number of children, to exercise no fore-
sight or prudence, to bear offspring up to the it
of physiclogical fertility, to labor for the max-
mum mcrease of the population, to bnng on ""an
avalanche d babies” — all regardless ahke of cir-
cumstances and consequences 1t holds no brief for
imprudence or mtemperance |t does emphatically
stand for mantal chastity agamst artificial pre-
vention Of conception

The question 18 nNot primarily, IS it ethical to
Lhmit the number of offsprng? but rather, What
method 1s ethieally justified in the accomphshment
d this end, the method of abstimence and contm-
ence, or the method o artificial preventron? The
two questions open up profoundly different ethical
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issues |f a marred couple elect to practise con-
tinence and thushmt the number of offspring, they
will not bemfringmg on Cathohc prineiples  Such
hmitation by contmence may at tunes be distinctly
to be advised, as, for instance, when the mother’s
health or hfewould be sermously jeopardized by fur-
ther chtldbearing, or when real destitution may re-
sult from further additions to thefamily

But immtation of offspnng by artificial preven-
tion of conception is of its very nature immoral,
and immoral means are not justified by ends how-
ever good Having marital relations while at the
same time usmg physiological, mechamcal, or other
meanst o prevent conception is, i n accordance with
Cathohc ethics, ever and always immoral, sinful,
and grievously smful

Thisattitude onthepart o the Catholhe Church
isnot amerematter of ecclesiastical legislation, as
are, forinstance, such lawsasthose of fastmg dur-
ing Lent or of abstaining from meat on Fridays
She has no power to dispense m the premises Her
standard is not merely a matter o Church law It
is a matter of divine law over which the Church
has no autherty except the authority of promul-
gating it and of standmg by 1t, come what may
Artificial prevention of conception 1s ever and al-
ways gravely smful, just as adultery is

Such 1s the historc stand of the Cathohc con-
science  What are the ethieal grounds therefor?
It 18 to the consideration o the more unportant ¢f
these grounds that we may now address ourselves

A detaded consderatson Of such subjects as
Population, War, Poverty, | nfant-Mortality, Eco-
nomicsand Health follows \Wesuggest reading the
pamphlet wn sts entwety —Eprroriar NoTe

The Cathohc position that holds artificial Birth
Control as admitting no exception does unguestion-
ably call at timesfor self-mastery o a high order,
but, on the other hand, it is the one position that
can adequately and in practice safeguard ind-
vidual and collectivewelfare 1t may and does in-
volvein exceptional casesan unselfishnessthat bor-
dersupon theheroic, but, if through exceptions the
wedge be permitted entrance at all, in the end the
very foundations o the home will be spht asunder
It may and does mvolve sometunes real sacrifice on
the part d the mdividual, but the wellbemg and
higher interests of the many are thereby protected
It may and does involvein certam instances some
mmediate hardship, but in the long run human
welfare 1s incalculably promoted.
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The Catholic position on Birth Control no doubt
articulates with and is orgamecally hnked up to
Catholic faith and theology — but 1m a manner
totally different from that commonly supposed
Wemay do wel to outline this articulation briefly
Theouthnewill also serveasa partial summary of
the long and comphcated discussion which has
formed the body o the present study

GOD'S CONCEBN FOB EUMAN WELFABE

Godisour Father Helovesus Heisconcerned
for our temporal aswdl asfor our eternal welfare
Hismoral law isno arbitrary set of rules Itisthe
product of Hislovefor us Itisacodethat guides
man's relations to s Father i heaven and to his
brethren on earth Sof ar asour brethren on earth
are concerned, the moral law furthers human wd-
fare by protecting human rights and by fulfilling
human needs God is coerced by His very concern
for our earthly welfare to msist without favoritism
upon umversal democratie fidehty to His moral
law

Birth Control hurtshumanwelfare most obvious-
ly by leading to underpopulation and extmction
whereit is practised But it hurts human welfare
perhaps even more profoundly 1n subtler and less
obvious ways |n its essential tendencies, it elim-
natesfrommantal hfethevery e ementsthat throw
about that hfe the mantle of the sacred and the
reverent | nthelong run, it undermnes higher love
itself It thustendsto break downtheloftier rever-
enceand love between husband and wife It isolates
physical sex gratification from its normal unsefish
accompamments and correctives, centers attention
upon the self-regardmg phases o sex, and helpsto
enthronesdfishnessand flabbmessat thevery heart
o character It reduces the mantal relation to a
level not superior to or different from the level of
sohtary vice and extra-mantallndulgence It robs
the chald of the natural education that comesfrom
growing Up as one of many equals in a normally-
sized family 1naword, Birth Control tendsto de-
stroy thefiner flower of human character, the high-
er functionsd family hfe, theloftier sentiments of
human matmg, and theinner sanctitiesof thehome

In a truly scientsfic age a man would be as much
humslsated and disgraced to def end the lsteral wi-
spiratson OF the Bsble or to oppose Brth Control
as he would be today sf ke were compelled to travel
darly down Fifth Avenue, New York, m an ox-cart

Harry ELmMER BABNES
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Ancther Cathalic Vienpoint

By REVEREND LEO LEHMAN

Father Lehman s the pastor of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, the New Y ork
branch of the American Catholsc Church This orgamzation a3 not affiliated with
the Roman Catholse Church, but conssders stself valdly Catholic

H E pohcy o ecclesiastical systems to dogma-
tise 1in the matter o Birth Control, as if it
were a purely ethical question, has tended to ob-
fuscate the issue, and has barred the approach to
fairexammation whach would lead t o a sane modus
agendr Birth restriction to-day 1s an estabhshed
fact, and however it may have been looked upon in
the past, has now become an economic and hygieme
rather than a moral 1ssue It has become a fact
in spite of prohbitive laws and Church threats of
severe spiritual penalties
The American Catholic Church, in accordance
with 1ts prmciple of liberty of conscience in all
things not brectly touching the Divine Dispensa-
tion, lays down no hard and fast rule in the deh-
catebut mmportant matter of birth restnction This
Church, whch possesses a vahd Cathohc mimstry
through the unbsputed Apostohc Succession o
Antioch, (even ante-dating that of Rome), 1s truly
Cathohc and fundamental 1n everything essential
to primtive Chnstiamty It offersin the Western
World, a secure refuge for all who seek freedom to
think for themselves on many matters of moment
not directly touching Drvine Revelation. It leads
rather than drsves the soul to the knowledgedf what
God s ltke,—and to be sure o st |t isCathohc in
practice, but Protestant inconcept For theongi-
nal protestant conception 1s the thrusting out mto
the market-place of the sunple and free teaching of
the Incarnate God, 1n order that the man on the
street can find out that hemay betheson of God

THE SACBAMENTAL CONFESSION

The American Cathohc Church therefore, leaves
guestionslike Birth Control to bedecided by the -
dimidual, and lays down no dogmatic rule for man-
kindasawhole This it can accomphsh by its meth-
od of Sacramental Confession, whichs left entirely
optional | nthe Roman Cathohc Church, the con-
fessional s of httle help in such matters, smce un-
der thelaw indinidual circumstances cannot be con-
sidered If you have disobeyed the law, say so, be

sorry and begone! It s more than usdess for any
indinidual Roman Catholic totry to tempt his con-
fessor to bscuss thematter of Barth Control froma
sympathetic or psychological standpomt Senti-
ment enters as Mtle intoe such a law m the Roman
Church, asit doesinto business Al that the pnest
can doistorepeat thelaw of the Church, and that
closesthe door on any further discussion

Theresult isthat we have an unrestricted birth-
rate among the poor and degenerate, and alament-
able dechne in the offspnng o the well-to-do and
mtelhgent classes

FREEDOM TO USE JUDGMENT MUST BE ALLOWED

Man is a rational anunal He has & nght to
consider freely and decide for himself on the wise
ruling of the ammal funetions within him T o for-
bid ham this, istodeny him theexercised hishigher
faculties 1n favor of s lower ammal instmcts
Naturedoes not give to man that unconscious per-
fection in the working of these instmcts which the
creatures of theanunal world possess, precisely be-
cause of those higher faculties o reason and in-
telhgence mn man, which enable ham t o reflect upon
and use his lower instincts t0 his expediency and
greater perfection

This does not of course, give everyone the nght
a priors tO practice contraception. For the use o
ONEs reasomng POWE'S May prove one wrong m
such apractice What | mtend to convey isthat no
organization has the rnght to make a law prohibit-
mg or heensing the practice of cpntraception for
all men under all circumstances For what may be
justifiable for some may be entirely unlawful for
others But the freedom should be alowed to all
to use the judgment of their reasonmg powers To
this end, expert advice and counsel from doctor
and pnest should be available

It cannot be demed that orgamzations hke the
Roman Church with set poleies, could, without
great difficulty, stretch their principles to meet the
emergencies SO evident at present in the matter of
wise consideration of birth restriction
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Religious Organizations Endorse
Birth Control

TheNewn Yok Eag Conferenceof

the Methodis Episcopal Church

adopted thereport of 1ts Social Service Commuttee at
1ts meeting 1 Brooklyn, April, 1930

HE church has recogmzed something of 1its re-
sponsibility for happy Chnstian home hfe by
the “special advices™ 1 our Discipline in respect to
marriage and divorce We inquire whether our
Board of Education has comphed with the request
of the General Conference of 1928 ""to prepare
Courses of Study setting forth the practical and
spiritual values of marrage, such courses to be
designed for use among young people i all our
Church schools, colleges, and universities ? Weas-
sume that such courses, when prepared, will meet
the real needs of our young people, giving them
such s2x edueation as will ift theentiresubject into
the realm of spiritual values
It 1s the clear duty o the churches to offerto
their young peoplean opportumty to consult some
qualified adviser — the mimster, perhaps, or a

Paul DuBois, Chasrman \|_/|V 6"
H J Hartman

Committee g W shrigley H E
L W Auman ccC
L E Chrnistian FM

physician, the director of religious education, or
other specialist—who, besides having a clear grasp

of the fundamental principles of sex morahty,
would have also an appreciation of modern tenden-
ctes and would be 1n a position to offer rational ad-
vice

In the interest of morality and sound scientific
knowledge we favor such changes of thelaw in the
States of New Y ork and Connecticut as will remove
the existing restrictions upon the communication
by physicians to their patients of important medi-
cal information on Birth Control

We recommend that the State of New York en-
act legslation requirimg that hcenses to marry
shall be 1ssued only after pubhc notice and the
lapse of a reasonable penod of tmme to be fixed by
law

Finch M L. Robinson
Jones D H Tippett
Luccock Norman Twiddy
Noble C C Webber
North L F Worley

TheCentral Conference of American Rabbis adopted the report of
its Social Justice Commussion at its Convenhion
in Detroit, June, 1929

Recognizing the need o exercismg great caution
1n dealing with the dehcate and comphcated prob-
lem of barth regulation i view o the widespread
dissolution of the old sanctions affecting the insti-
tution o marnage and the ties of family hfe,
earnestly desirmng to guard agamst playmng into
thehands of thosewho would undermine the digmty
and sanctity o these precious bondsthrough reck-
less notions and practices having to do with sex
relations | especially mindful of the noble tradition
obtaimng among the Jewish people with respect to
theholiness and the crucial importance of domestic
relations, but reahzing at the same time the many

Edward L |srael, Chasrman
Bernard J Bamberger
Henry J Berkowits
Rudolph I Cof f ee
Abraham Cronbach

Commattee

senous evils caused by uncontrolled parenthood
among those who lack the prerequisites of health
and a reasonable measure of economic resources
and mtelhgence to give to their children the heri-
tage to which they are entitled,

We, the Central Conference of the American
Rabbis, urge the recogmtion of the importance of
the control o parenthood as oned the methods of
coping with socia problems

We furthermore recommend to the executive
board of the Central Conference of American
Rabbis that a portion d next year's program be
devoted to one or more papers on this subject

Harry W Ettleson Samuel Koch

G George Fox Emil W Leipziger
Ephraim Frisch Samuel 8§ Mayerberg
Samud H Goldenson Vietor E Reichert
Sidney E Goidstemn Lows Wolsey

Ferdinand M |sserman
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The Umversahst General Convention adopted the report of its
Committeeon Burth Control at its Convention
in Washmngton, October, 1929

It is our obhigation as sentient beingsto recog-
mze the facts of hfe whach growing experience re-
veals Itis our added duty, asmembers of arehgious
body that proclaims rehgion as an exalted way o
hving, to deal with these facts in a consecrated
fashion, and use themto highest ends

Your Commttee was appomted tO nvestigate
the relationship between rehgious hwng and the
practise d Birth Control Inasurvey o the fidd
we find that the control of conception 1s not a
theory which we may accept or reject, but 1s actu-
aly oned the most important facts o modernlife,
giving to man the power to control the future o
therace

MISCONCEPTIONS

Misconceptions astothe purpose d Birth Con-
trol largely grow out of the corfusion of contra-
ception with abortion and obscene practises, which
arosethrough the passage of the Comstock laws by
Congress and twenty-four states in 1873 These
|laws prohibited the transmission of all contracep-
tive knowledge, although contraception itself 1s
not 1llegal, and medical science and obscenity were
mcluded 1r one 111-considered prohibition

DEFINITION

Birth Control 1s the prevention o conception

L Griswood Wilhams, Chairman

Commattee Martin M Bman

Effie MeCollum Jones

only, and is not the destruction of embryome life,
which 1s abortion It Involves the conscious con-
trol of procreation, with resultant important bear-
ings on soctal and irdinidual hfe The more Im-
portant for our purpose are as follows

The repwt submits a consuderation d Interna-
twonal Peace, Socwal Welfare, The Child, Cryme,
Vzce, Iilegitvmacy, Abortson, The Famaly, Parent-
hood, and ports out the relation between these
problems and Btrth Control Space considerations
have necessitated omstting this valuable material
—EbpITORIAL NOTE

RECOMMENDATIONS

This committee finds that Birth Control is one
of the most practicable means o race betterment,
and hereby recommends

1 That this Convention urge the immediate re-
peal of suchfederal and statelawsasinterfere wath
the prescription of contraception by physicians,
and

2 That wherelegal barners do not exist, social-
ly minded persons be urged to estabhsh in every
center of population chmcs where those needing
1t may receive contraceptive advice under medical
supervision

Herbert P Morrell
Cornelmus A Parker
Agnes M Safford

NE of the main objectsd eugemcsistoregu-

latemating 1n such a way that healthy proge-
ny is produced Now it is probable that this can
be attained only when a normal erotization occurs
in both parents, first, because an mndividual who 18
normal 1n this respect, will have a better chance o
choosing for a mate another mdividual who is sex-
ually normal i every respect, secondly, because

an individual who is normal 1n this way is hkely to
produce normal generative cells, and to have a
somatic constitution such asis necessary for nor-
mal utenne development, normal parturition, and
normal nutrition of the progeny But the occur-
rence of normal erotization, sex characters, and
possibly generative cells, dependson a normal pro-
duction of sex hormones

ALExanDER LIiPsCHUTZ
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The Perverson of a Natural Faculty

By E BOYD BARRETT

Dr Barrett 1s a Catholse, an ex-Jesust priest, and the author of “While Peter
Sleeps” and " The Jesust Ensgma” He belheves that the Catholsc Church will
gradually modsfy sts attstude on Barth Control.

HE Roman Cathohc layman believes that the
Church hasfixed forever dllthat concerns mar-

riage and sex and Birth Control Further he
believesthat the logic of the Church 1s ummpeach-
able in these matters, and that her theology pre-
sents an unassailable front

This behef of the Roman Cathohc layman is
more creditable t0 has piety than to his:ntelligence
Very much o the Church's doctnne in respect of
marrmage and sex isand has has ever beenin a state
d flux And, as | hope to show, it is urgently in-
cumbent on the Church to reconsider her present
eguivocal position on Birth Control

Throughout the history of the Church smpeds-
ments 10 marnage have been constantly changing
Someare set up only to be presently removed Un-
til Trent there wasno T'ametss decree After Trent
this decree, regulating mixed marmages, was ap-
plied in some places and not m othem Then came
the Ne Temere SOmetwenty yearsago, and eventhe
Ne T'emere isnot everywhereapplied. Now 1t would
seem that wmath the advance of the science of social
hygene and the better knowledge we have of the
laws of heredity the Church may set up a new im-
pediment Although Rev Dr John A Ryan tells
us "' TheChurch has never estabhshed any imped1-
ment to matrimony on the mereground of the kmd
o offspring that emght be expected to result" (cf
Family Lvmitation, Paulist press, p 18) he pres-
ently (p 20) and, asit seems, most inconsistently
adds "It is not mmpossible that the Church may
some day institute a new matrimomal 1mpediment
which will exclude those whose umeon is a social
danger” (1e on account of syphihitie offspnng)
Anyhow, 1t is clear that Dr Ryan recogmzes the
mstabihity of the Church's matnmomal laws

In respect of sex the Church has changed her
teaching 1n many ways |n early days unmarried
deacons and deaconesses were allowed to seep to-
gether "as brother and sister,” but that practice
was stopped Nakedness in adult baptisms was
oncedlowed but it nolonger exists Thecastration
o boys destimed to sing-in the Sistine Choir was
once tolerated On the-other hand the Church is

more hberal 1n some respects than she used to be
Soldiersand sailors may, inview of the Vermeersch
teaching, avail themsdves of prophylactic treat-
ment on such ""evenings off' as they foresee may
eventuate m dissipation Many activitzes for wom-
en, such as bicycle-riding, mxed bathing, “making
up'* which were once considered sins of immodesty,
are now dlowed Things once forbidden, 1n the
intimate hfe of a marrmed couple, arenolonger for-
bidden Under pressure of the pubhc opimon and
moral sense of the Church's children, and also un-
der pressure of reason, the Church will change her
position in regard to Birth Control

I n this paper | propose to mdicate the funda-
mental weakness of the Cathohc position in this
wholematter | takeRev Dr John A Ryan's ex-
position (cf Famsly Lymitation, pp 6, 6,) of the
Cathohc theory as the most authoritative to be
found m this country Dr Ryan argues against
Birth Control on the grounds that it involves the
masuse of anatural faculty ' Toexerciseafaculty
m such a way as to prevent it from attammg its
natural end or object 1s toact contrary to nature
(p 8) Hecontinues 'When thefaculty 1s so used
that thevery use of it renders the fulfillment of its
very purpose mpossible it 1s perverted, used un-
naturally, and therefore smfully ** Then he goes
ontoquoteRev Dr Cromin’s Science of Ethics p
130, ¢ to use a natural faculty in such a way
astomakeits natural end impossible Of realization
ismtrmsically unnatural and bad »

The faculty argwment isthe one and only argu-
ment of the Church against Birth Control that
has philosophical and theclogical weight It isthe
masterprece Of the theological reasomng against
Birth Control, andvery ternfymng for those devout
Cathohcs who hear it and do not examineit Onit
is based the Church's condemnation of contracep-
tion, and the Church's doctnnethat it is a mortal
sin for Cathohcs to practice Birth Control.

Howeverin onewho examinestheargument m the
Light of lis knowledgeof Cathohc teaching 1o other
matters, there anses a feehng o shame at the m-

(Contmued On page 1538)
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POPULATION SECTION

Edited by GUY IRVING BURCH

Ezecuirve-Secretary, Populaiion Reference Bureau

WO o the most unportant happenings con-

eerning the populatlon problem in the past
month are the United States census and the article
“A Nation of EldersintheMaking”, by Thompson
and Whelpton, which was published 1n The Amer:-
can Mercury

Thompson and Whelpton are d the opinion that
our populatlonin 2000 A D wall not exceed 185,-
000,000, and, they say, 1t is quite hikely that 1t will
be considerably less The downward trend 1n the
birth-rate should meet the downward trend 1n the
death-rate about 1960, and owing to a larger per-
cent of the populatlon m the older age groups, the
death-rate will for a time exceed the birth-rate
The increase 1n older people will be largely offset
by the decreasen those under twenty, and the pro-
portion o the populatlon m the most reproductive
ages will change but httle

When thelayman discovers that therated pop-
ulation growth 1s slowing down, that the death-
ratewill exceed thebirth-rate, and that the popula-
tion will become stabihzed, or may actually de-
crease, he may become alarmed But Thompson
and Whelpton see no reason for alarm ' Far from
regarding a dow population growth with dismay,”
whnte these authornties, "‘We should ook forward to
it with eagerness because it will give us time, en-
ergy, and fundsto spend on improving the quahty
of our hving »

The practice of contraception will play a major
part in improving the quahty o our hving, and
while the number of children per family will be less
when contraception has spread to the so-called
lower classes, the greater reduction will be in the
less fortunate classes of the population, asis now
the case of Stockholm

Accordimg to the charts & Thompson and
Whelpton, the Negro population in this country
will decreasefrom 10 per cent to 9 per cent between
1929 and 1975, and the foreign white will decrease
from13per cent to 6 per cent

Whle there may not bea rapid merease of people

to buy goodsn the future, those who are here wali
havemore money to spend, andfor agreater variety
o goods When all o the different factors are
carefully considered the changes that are now tak-
mmg place in the composition of the population
would seem to be o advantage both biologically
and economcally to future exnthzation

| n analyzing the economie causes o war for the
League of Nations, Andre Siegfried, the French
economist Who wrote 4America Comes o Age, tells
usinhis views on thedangers of expansion that po-
Iitieal solutions, based on force, may be reached in
these problems, but #it 1s prudent to remember that
thereis nobiologcal solution," and that in thelong
run it 1s difficult 1f not unpossible to struggle
agamnst a biological lack of equihbrum Dikes
agamst immgration, he says, “will last only so
long as a country is strong enough t0 maintain
them, but the pressure will continue meanwhile and
will probably express itself in other forms *

A century of mass emgration and bloody con-
flicts should have convinced M Siegfried that
neither emigration or war, or both together, 1s an
effectivemeans of solving thedangers of expansion
Emigration without birth regulation merely stim-
ulates the birth-rate of the emigrant-exporting
country and thesituatien isasbad asbefore  Con-
traception, Not emigratron, isthereal curefor pop-
ulation pressure, and 1t seems that restriction in
this country 1s bringing the fact hometo the coun-
tnesd Europe, asthedecreasein their birth-rates
would seem to indicate So long as emgration 1s
considered an effective means of reheving over-
populatlon witheut birth regulation, we shall con-
tinue to have chaos in international relations

Even worse Chinese famine conditions than had
previously been reported were deserbed in a report
by Grover Clark, assistant & rector the China In-
ternational Famime Rehef Commussion, received by
mall from Taiyan, Shansi, China, and made pubhc
February 22nd Two mlhion died in Shans1 aone
during 1929, says Mr Clarke, and another 2,000,~
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000 are practically certain to die from starvation
before the next harvest

The opponents of contraception try to tell us
that Chma and India are two of the most under-
developed countnesin theworld as regards natural
resources, and that industrnahsm is the solution of
their problemsdf population pressure Such popu-
|ation authorities as Professor Warren Thompson
put no stock in this talk, and admt quite frankly
that the only possiblesolution for China’s problem
isBirth Control.

“Turning to the Pacific watershed,”” says Dur-
bar Embick, in a recent article in the New York
Twmes (Apnl 18), 'in China, its major economic
area, wefind also & dense popul ation hiving with but
scant margn over itS mmmum subsistence require-
ments Although well-endowed with codl, it is, con-
sidenng its area and population, notably deficient
in reservesd iron ore’* Without sufficient iron ore,
industrialism 1n Chmais hopeless, especially m the
face of her denseand rapidly breeding population

"Fertile asis the sod o India,” continues Mr
Embick, "*its population isso densethat it is habt-
ually undernounshed |tsreservesin coal andiron
areadequatetosupport only a comparatively small
degree df national industnahzation, and cannot af-
ford a basisfor any matenal increasein her wealth
or population *

France is becoming more alarmed about her
population growth as the excess o deaths over
births in 1929 was 12,564 'While the fact o a
stationary population in France has been a com-
monplace for half a century,” comments the ¥ew
York Twymes, it isonly of latethat thetrue reason
has come to be recognized |t 1s not too few births
but altogether too many deaths”

The United States is not the only country that
is strugghng with the problems o unemployment
and farm rehef During February and the first
half o March the German government was still
grapphng with senous unsolved problems, includ-
ing finance reform, unemployment and farm relief
Thefederal budget is entirely upset by unforeseen
grants o 250,000,000 marks (Mark $0 238572)
for emergency unemployment rehef  Unemployment
has increased despite mdd weather Mid-February
recipients o ordmary and emergency relief num-
bered 2,600,000 or 75,000 abovethe previousyear's
figuresdunng a severe winter
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It is estimated that 3,700,000 American wage
earners were out o work inthe month of February
1930 Mass immigration and the rapid replace-
ment o men by labor-saving demces are gen-
erally considered two fundamental causes o un-
employment 1n this country To meet such con-
ditionsin the future, the Umted States as wel as
European countnes will have to have a firmer
control of the birth-rate

PERVERSION OFA NATURAL FACULTY
(Contsnued from page 151)

consistency and dishonesty of the whole piece of
reasoning Even grantingthat Birth Control does
imply an interference wmith nature and a frustra-
tion o nature's supposed end, what of it? Why
should such a frustration be called a mce, and be
regarded as a mortal sinf Other and more mmpor-
tant frustrationsdf natureare passed over as mere
imperfections and are not regarded as mortal sins
Let me give onemn point Toeatisnolessa natural
faculty thanto beget Itis, of course, morefunda-
mental, for wathout eating how could there be be-
getting? Toeatisinharmony with nature, caled
for by nature, and its end is the digestion of the
food eaten and the rebuilding of the body through
the assimilative processes But suppose this facul-
ty be misused, be frustrated? What then?

If a Cathohc penitent told his pnest in confes-
sion that ""he perverted a natural faculty,” the
pnest would look grave and ask what he did while
making ready to scold um for theuseof contracep-
tives But if the pemtent went onto say ' Father,
| atefood, and then | put my finger on my tongue
and made mysdf vomit,” the pnest would laugh
If the pemtent, being scrupulous, persisted and
asked ''But Father, wasn't that the perversion o
a natural faculty®” the pnest would have to an-
swer " Yes, 1f was the perversion d anatural facul-
Iy, but st wasn’t amortal sm ”

From this mstance, (for the crudeness o which
| ask my readers pardon) it will beclear that . u-
«f ""the pewersion o a natural faculty,” even o
the most important natural faculty, that o eating,
isamost a matter to laugh at, and at most a mat-
tertoblushat Yetitisuponthetheory o a sup-
posed intrinsic wickedness in such perversions o
natural faculties that the Church bases her con-
demnation of Birth Control
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WHILE PETER SLEEPS, by E Boyd Barrett
Ives Washburn, New ¥York $3 00

HILE PETER SLEEPS,"" by Doctor E
Boyd Barrett, 18 a beautifully clear, fatr
and unembrttered analysis of modem Catholicism
by a psycho-analyst of penetrating power This
reviewer 18 under noillustons that the Roman Cath-
ohic Church is the sole custodian of mediaeval, as
contrasted with modem religion Only recently he
heard one o the most talked of Protestant minis-
ters o his own Commumon say rather heatedly,
"I am an ardent Tnmtanan,"* asthough Trimtar-
1anism were an issue m modem rehigion! |t amazed
him just as it would have amazed him during the
recent Hoover-Smith campaign to have heard the
cry, "'l am an ardent Cleveland supporter 1 Never-
theless, the leaven of freedom has gone far 1n many
Protestant Commumons compared to its dow pro-
gress m Roman Catholicism
Doctor Barrett, however, makes clear that there
18 more progress among Cathohcs than most out-
sidersknow The andity with which many priests
and other Cathohcs are devounng the book is a
hopeful sign that aged ecclesiastical systems can-
not set people apart forever To readers o the
Bmrrr ConTrOL REVIEW, 1t Will be hearteming to
reahze that many pnests and nuns (or sisters) in
the Catholic fold are teachmg the children under
their care how beaut:ful and lovely sex can be
when crowned with love
T o students o the sex problem the chapters of
special Interests will hkely be *"Should Pnests
Marry #*, ** Angehcal Punty*, **Moral $in”, ""The
Confessional”, " Canon Law Marriages®, “Emgmas
of Catholheism”, and "" The Sub-conscious —A4n-
athema Sit'" The book presents one of the most
fascmating analyses o Cathohcism as awholethat
this renewer hasever seen The gy, sparkling wit
that enters on amost every page provokes this
warning, "'Do not commence the volume after sup-
per, if you want to retire that same evening »
The recogmtion of the essential correctness of
1ts analysis-has been shown in the pen grenades
hurled by supporters of the ancient ecclesiastical
system at the author, himself a Cathohc This will
but lend mterest to students of psycho-analysis
The basic conflict early instilled mto the child be-
tween an ancient and decadent theology on the one

hand, and the modem world 1in which Cathohcs
actually live mth all of us on the other hand, 1s
done1n such fine fashion that we hope Doctor Bar-
rett may soon wnte a volume that will go more
thoroughly 1inte the vanous sex repressions that
mediaeval rehgion, both Catholic and Protestant,
still advocates

As a mmmster to whom Catholics, Protestants
and Jews are aways commg for advice on prob-
lems connected with sex, this renewer can heartily
recommend WWhab Peter Sleeps as sound in psy-
chology, comprehensive 1 contents, enticing 1n
styleand humamtanan in spint

Georee MavcHIN STOCKDALE

RELIGION IN HUMAN AFFAIRS, by Clifford
Kirkpatnck John Wiley and Sons, New Yor k
$4 50

E o the difficulties in the study o religion
has been the lack o a umform method o ap-
proach AS religion 1s an interpretation o the
umverse, it is possible to approach it from any
angle, and asa result we havereligion astreated by
biologists, theologians, anthropologists, physi-
csts, and all the vanous types of speciahsts that
mingle 1 our modern world These treatments
make one wonder whether the different writers are
talking about the same thing
Dr Kirkpatrick has made a distinct contribu-
tion toward clearing up this confusion |t 1s stil
truethat rehgion 1s regarded chiefly as a matter of
belief or formula, a Chmstian differing from a Jew
or a Mohammedan on matters of doctrire and the-
ology rather thanon waysd hfe Dr Kirkpatrick
deserves our thanks for bringing mmto the nght
perspective with doctnne the important factors of
emotion and behavior, and with his traming as a
sociologst, he 1s able to show how rehgien should
bestudied asa socia phenomenon Heisquite nght
in emphasizing the fact that a rehgion reflects the
caivilization of the people who hold it, and that re-
Iigrous sanctions are always mvoked to enforce any
ways o behavior which have becomehabitual He
makes clear the fact that the content of religion
1s determined by society, but his social peint of
view does not make ham neglect the inportance o
mdividual variatron as shown by thegreat rehgious
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It might be said in emticism that neither Dr
Kirkpatnck nor anyone else has the background
necessary for the adequate treatment of such a
theme To treat rehgron properly one should be
master of the whole domain o human culture,
which is nupossible Nevertheless he shows a wide
sympathy and knowledge His 1illustrations are
drawn from the most primitive peopleto the most
cultured, and cover thewholer ange of history Of
necessity they are often taken from secondary
sources, but they are apt, and present a surpris-
mgly complete picture of the subject o the book,
Relygion en Human Affasrs

It is to be regretted that in his treatment of
science and rehigion, D r Kirkpatrick was not able
to include the reactions of other religrons than
Christiamty possessing well developed theologies,
such as I slam and Buddhism, to the devel opment of
modern science The author ssems very fair m s
statements with regard to positions mth which he
is not in sympathy, such as Fundamentahsm He
15 also to be thanked for mcluding what most gen-
eral books on religion have lacked, an account of
the views of modern American ethnologists Like
Goldenweiser, Radin and Lome A few shps, such
as "' Protestant Germany of the fifteenth century**
do not affect the real eontribution which Dr Kirk-
patnck has made to the study and knowledge of
religion

J K Sarvock

BLOOD GROUPING IN RELATION TO
LEGAL AND CLINICAL MEDICINE, by
Laurence H Snyder, ScD , William and Wal-
kwns Co , Baltvmore $6 00

ARENTAGE may seem far removed from
blood groups Yet every parent transmits

to his child an inhentance causing his blood to fall
into éne of four groups, as determined by the
clumping of his red blood cdlsin aforeign serum
The child can have his particular group when and
only when his parents transmit to him an inheri-
tance capable of forming the particular group
Furthermore, when the mother's blood group is
known, thefather's blood group can only be one of
a limited number, frequently only of onekind A
knowledge of the child’s and the mother's blood
groups thus furmsh a positive test of the blood
group o the father, or in disputed cases is fre-
quently diagnostic o the parentage Blood group-
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ing 18 thus of 1mmediate mterest to students of
human affairs

Dr Snyder has performed a real service 1n bring-
ing together this scattered hterature and summar-
1zing it in a pleasing style Besidesa discussion of
the technique of blood groups he gaves us the his-
toncal aspects of the development of the science
from thediscovery of thefundamental factsin 1900
anditssubsequent devel opment downt o the present
day Thedata are coordmnated with three mpor-
tant problems First and most immediately press-
g 1n clhimeal medicine was that of blood trans-
fusion Here the blood groups furmshed the key
for therregularities observed previously and pro-
mded a solution of these dufficulties for the subse-
guent work Themhentanee of thedifferentpup s
was then determmned and studied m its relation to
patermity and legal medictne The third broad
problem discussed 18 that of the bearng blood
groups may have on the types of pathology to
which an indivdual may be susceptible

The book collects 1 the space of 160 pages a
subject matter having a direct bearing on us all

Jorn W Gowew

Books Received

So YouTtH May Know, New ViewrornTs ON SeEX
AND Love, by Roy E Dickerson 4ssocsatson
Press, NewYork $2 00

Erzignune zuk Liesg, by Dr Heinrich Dehmel—
Prof Paul Oestreich Man Verlag, Berlin

Huxanism A New RevLicion, by Charles Fran-
ais Potter Swmon and Schuster, New York
$150

SHATTERING HEALTH StuPERsTITIONS, DYy DI MoOr-
Nns Fishbein Horace Lsversght, New York
$2 00

SociaL ConTrROL oF THE MENTALLY DEFICIENT,
by Stanley P Dames Crowell, New York
$300

THe Normar Dier, by Dr W D Sansum C V
Mosby Co, St Lows, Mo $160

AwmEerican CHARITIES AND SOCIAL Worxk, by Amos
G Warner, Stuart A Queen and Ernest B
Harper Crowell, NewYork $375

| s SEx NEcessarY? o2 WaY YOou FEEL THE WAY
Y ou Do, by James Thurber and E B White
Harper, New York $2 00

FamiLy CounciL Law In EurorPE  The Eugenwe
Soceety, London 3s6d
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News

UNITED STATES

H E American Birth Control Leagueis a mem-

ber of the National Conferenced Social Work,
to be held in Boston from June 6th to14th Birth
Control sessions will take place on June 10th
and 12th Among the speakers already scheduled
are Professor Thomas Nixon Carver, Owen R
Lovejoy, Joseph Lee, E Boyd Barrett, Dr Ira
S Wile,and Dr ClarenceR Skinner

The Committeeon Federal Legislation for Birth
Control announces the proposed amendments to
Sections 334 and 396 of Title 18, and Section 135
o Title19 of the Umted States Code, as follows

The provision of this Section shall not apply

(1) toinformation relating to the prevention of
conception published either within or without the
United States by a government agency, medical
society, medical school, medieal college or medical
journal, or reprinted by any individual or organ-
1zation after such pubheation, or

(2) tonformation relating to the prevention o
conceptlon sent by a hcensed physician, hospital
or chme to another licensed physician, hospital or
to a patient, or

(3) toinformation regarding the names and ad-
dresses of licensed physicians, hospitals and chmcs
inthe State of destination which gve adwice relat-
ing to the prevention of conception, or

(4) to any article, drug, medicine or thing for
the prevention of conception sent from withm or
without the Umted States to a bona fide wholesale
or retail dealer 1n medical supphes or a hcensed
physician, hospital or chme or sent by a hcensed
physician to a patient

The American Eugenies Society and the Eugen-
1cs Research Associztion will hold their annual
meetings on May 17th at the Hotel McAlpin, New
York Henry Pratt Fawrchild, president of the
Eugenics Society, and Dr Clarence G Campbell,
president of the Research Association will speak
Papers and reports will also be presented
NEw YorkK Mrs Sanger spoke in Syracuse on
Aprl 8th on " The Need for Birth

BirTe CoxTrOL REVIEW

Notes

Control in America ”* The meeting, which was well
attended and enthusiastically supported by the
press, was arranged jomtly by the Syracuse Chap-
ter of the American Barth Control League and the
Syracuse League of Women Voters

The Committee on Maternal Health held its
annual open meeting on March 19th Dr Dickin-
son reported that more than twenty-five new Birth
Control centres have been opened in the past two
yearsin the Umted States There are now fifty-
five chmes in twenty-three aities of twelve states
The Birth Control chnie, according to Dr Dickin-
son, will mevitably become a “marrage advice'
station and health centre The other speakers were
Dr Haven Emerson, Dr Frederic E Sondern and
Dr IraS Wile

Under the sponsorship of the Brush Foun-
dation and the Adult Education Associa-
tion, Dr WarrenS Thompsonlectured at Western
Reserve Unmiversity in April He said

Birth Control 1s the greatest invention of man
mn our time, and | beheve that the practice of
Birth Control will be umversal 1n the next gen-
eration It will be classed, in the lustory of
the human race, with the discovery o the uses of
fire, of the prinaiple of the whed, and the -
vention Of the printing press

OHIO

PENNSYLVANIA  The Speakers' Bureau of the
Pennsylvania Birth Control
League 1s supplymng speakers for many groups
Among the orgamzations to which 1t recently sent
speakers are the Hospital Nurses Association, the
Industmal Nurses Association, both of Philadel-
phile, the Bethlehem Welfare Agencies, the Bethle-
hem Women's Club and the Y W CA , meeting
Jomtly, and the Womodasis Club of Bywood The
last named club 1s an auxihary o the Masome
order, and has endorsed Birth Control

A committee has been formed in Bethlehem, con-
sisting of Mrs R M Walls, Mrs George De
Schwemmitz, Mrs Oliver Holton and Mrs H §
Walker A large public meeting 1s planned Mrs
A C Martin, Executive Director o the League,
spoke at an orgamzation meetmg at the home of
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Mrs Harry McKeen, in Easton Officers were
elected as follows Mrs Bolton Love, Mrs R S
Knapp, Mrs J Luecien Jones and Mrs W J
George

ENGLAND

CONFERENCE on the Giving o Informa-

tion on Birth Control by Pubhc Health Au-
thonities was held mm Westminster, London, on
Apnl 4th Mrs Edith How-Martyn, to whom we
are mdebted for a complete report of the confer-
ence, wntes

Over six hundred persons were present, many
of whom represented public health authonties,
maternity and child welfare centres and women's
welfare and Birth Control ehmes A resolution
“calling upon the Mimistry of Health and Pubhc
Health Authorties to recogmze the desirabihty
of making available medica information on
methodsaof Birth Control to personswho need it
on medical grounds,'" was passed by a large
majority, only three persons voting against it

Wethmk that the Conferencewas a great suc-
cess It was a great pleasure to us to have
Kitty Marion helping with the hterature stall

Weregret that space doesnot permit usto print
Mrs Martyn’s reportinfull Excerpts follow

The mormng’s session was devoted to study-
ing the background o the problem, and the
opening address on the economic aspects o the
question was given by Mr Harold Wrnght,
editor o The Natien, and author of a book on
Population Mr Harold Chapple, semor
gynaecologist of Guy's Hospital then spoke on
Burth Control initsrelationto Maternal Health

Dr Helena Wright, the medical officer of the
North Kensington Woman's Welfare Centre,
spoke from experence o the beneficial effects
d sound Birth Control advice on maternal
health There are, she said, bad forms of Birth
Control, and with these they had nothmg to do
Persons who condemned Birth Control on meds-
ca] grounds often failed to distinguish between
thegood and the bad There seemed a consensus
of opinion that clinics set up excusively for giv-
g Birth Control adwice, and labelled as such
would fail in vherr purpose, and it became evi-
dent that such matters of detail would haveto be
left to local authonties to work out for them-
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sdves A statement by the Mimster of Health,
Mr Arthur Greenwood that “ls theory of local
government was a very simple one — give local
authorities the maximum power and hit them
hard on the head if they did not useit" (Journal
o Public Admsmstratson January, 1930) was
quoted by Councillor Mrs Thurtle from Shore-
ditch, and those attending the Conference were
urged to use their influence wath their local au-
thertties to persuade them to explore the poss:-
hilhities o taking actionin the matter

JAPAN

CCORDING to the newspaper Tokyo Nichs
Niuchs the Japan Birth Control Association
is completmg plans for opening a Birth Control
office n Tokyo thisspnng It will beknown as the
Eugenics Consultation office and Birth Control
will betaught from the standpomt of eugemcsonly

PORTO RICO

HE scientific reduction of the birth-rate has
lately been advocated by Vincente Geigel Pol-
anco before the House d Representatives He
argued that “uf the problem consists o finding a
remedy for the insufficient means of sustammance
of the rapidly increasing population, it is reason-
able to assume that the answer consists in hmiting
the population That which was previously con-
demned as moral turpitude has today become a
necessity ** Senators Echevarria and Reyes sup-
ported M Polanco in his plea for the removal o
legal restrictions on Birth Control
Dr J C Vaughan of New York, recently re-
turned from Porto Rico, reports great economic
distress and urgent need for Birth Control He
spoke at several meetingsin Porto Rico

What isthreatenmgthe national existenceisthe
excessve breeding and the keeping alive of defec-
tive, mefficient people, whom, before recent cxvihza-
tion became so kind t o the unfit, Nature would have
killed out in the struggle for existence They are
now helped and fostered, and this gives an exces-
sve, unbalanced breeding from the wrong end of
thescaled social intellhigence and physical health
Constructive Birth Control helps to nght the bal-
anceintelligently, and thus to save the race

Magrre C Stoprs
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| eters from Reada's

We urge our readers (0 express thesr opmuons for publication on thes page Comments, crits-
cisms, wdeas, suggestions, f Or the Review and f or the Barth Control movement, are welcome

A FORWARD LOOKING YOUN€ PASTOR

To THE Epiron

My husband isthe only pastor in thas httle rural
commuruty We are young people, with a three
year old youngster, and possessed of all the tech-
nical information necessary to a happy, well ad-
justed marned hfe We have a fairly good selec-
tion of books on the relations of men and women,
including psychologneal, physica and spintual
aspects which we are continually lending to eager
young people in our charge who want to make
their marned hves more successful than those of
their parents But what we should hike to know 1s
the names of doctors in northern Cahforma who
know enough and are willing to help these young
marned couples OF course |l realize that the infor-
mation for which | am askmg is strietly confi-
dential and we shall be very disereet m our used it

M F

Californsa

SHALL BIRTH CONTROL BE FOB MARRIED
PERSONS ONLY ?

ToTHE EpITOR

Mrs Porritt isto be congratulated on her arti-
cle, "A Question of Moralty”, pubhshed in the
March 1ssue o the Brera ConTroL Review On a
subject m which there 1s so much muddied think-
mg and unconscious slavery to conventional
forms o thought, it 1s a great pleasure to read
something S0 free from superstition, SO logical and
so clearly expressed.

From the pomt o wew of rational loqc Mrs
Porntt makes a clear case against the insertion
of the words, " marned persons' in the bills which
would permat the giving of contraceptive adwice by
physicians  She shows n the first place that it
would be an unenforceable *"*blue lav'*, and then
that if it were enforceable it would be inhuman to
msist that a child with the mental and physical
handicap o illegitimacy shall be born merely to
serve as a medium of purushment for its parents,
and moreover that this would frequently mean a
perpetuation of poor stock

Y et while | agree absolutely with thelogie of all
this, asamatter of practical peliey I thmk 1t would
be more expedient to insert the words “married
persons'' in the proposed bills  Because my expern-
ence with human nature as a psychologst has con-
vinced me that the great majonty o people (-
cluding legslators) are not motivated by legie but
by emotional attachments to words and conven-
tional forms of thought So that my bet would be
that although unenforceable, and illogical if en-
forced, a bill restricting contraceptive advice to
“marmed persons” would stand at |east ten times
more chance of passing than one wath those mague,
safe sounding words |l eft out

WiLLiam H CouLTon
Dobbr Ferry, N Y

IS IT A SIN?

T orrR EDITOR

| have read a httle blue book called 4spects of
Barth Control, | think | would hke to practice
Birth Control m order to put a space of three or
four years between chaldren  But | would hke to
know s it asintodo so | have also read a book
called Is Bsrth Control Sin. But m this it tellspro
and con |f possiblepleasetell meisitasinto God
Please answer back S K
St Louss, Missours

A PASTOR ASKS FOR ADVICE

ToTHE EDITOR

I n my daties as pastor, | am continually blocked
by the legslation against Birth Control mmforma-
tion Can you suggest things which a preacher
can do in a commumty to usher in the spimtual
view o sex and get adequate contraceptive knowl-
edge mmto the proper hands? Do you think gettmg
our women's club to sponsor a meetmg f or mamed
men at which | would speak, and another mght a
meeting f or marned women at which my wafe would
speak, would help? We could speak smply,
frankly and spintually on all things save contra-
ceptives— that wefear becaused law — or would
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you adnse us to speak about contraceptives open-
ly and see what follows?

Have you any hterature for free distmbution—
or where can we get some? Any possible sugges-
tions for commumty projects will be appreciated

K 'S
Vermont

A WELCOME EXPLANATION

To THE EpITOR

I nyour editoral on page 68 of the March num-
ber of the Review, you call attention to the omis-
sion o Birth Control e¢hmies from the'" Health In-
ventory o New York City" o which | was an
author

| an wnting as an individual and without any
responsthility on the part of the orgamzation for
which the Inventory was prepared, because being
mterested mn the Blrth Control movement, | should
like to have my own position clear

The Health Inventory was undertaken as a re-
view and appraisal of health services in New Y ork
City, starting from the standard appraisal form
developed by the American Publhe Health Asso-
ciation This form has been built up on a national
basis, mcluding those health activities which are
generally conducted by officialhealth departments
and by voluntary health agencies i the cities o
this country Several kinds of health work such as
mental hygiene, dental hygene, etc are not at
present recogmzed 1n the appraisal form, merely
because they are as yet undertaken 1n so few com-
mumties that they would not be sigmficant for
comparative pUrposes

I n adapting the appraisal form for usein New
York City in connection with the Inventory, a few
forms of health service were added becausein New
Y ork City, they are undertaken quite generally by
voluntary or government agencies, (eg cardiac
work, mental hygiene, dental hygiene, periodic
health examinations) The Inventory was essen-
tially arenew o activmaities and not of subject mat-
ter of health service and the eriterion for including
any type d activity could not be its mntrmsic Im-
portance, but its degreedf prevalence or extension
at the present time among the agencies conducting
health services

Micaarr M Davis
Chscago, Ill
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Man's | ncurable Habit

T HE Cathohcisqute nght, then, in sayng that
Birth Control, asaninterference nt hthe pro-
cessesof Nature, is a contravention of the will of
God But soismedicine, both preventive and cura-
tive, 0 isthe buillding o houses, the manufacture
of clothes, the construction of boats and airplanes
You may argue, of course, that God implanted the
impulse to do all thism the human mnd, but He
mmplanted many contradictory mpulses Perhaps
He mmplanted the princrple of selection too, but
here we go down deep, and come up agamst the
same logieal difficulty of a Creator creatmg some-
thing whose natureit isto rebel agamst Hum Re-
bellion agamst God — s+ ¢ an attempt to improve
on Nature— isthemcurablehabit of man
—ELMER Davis 1n Harpers Magazme, March

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP MANAGEMEN1 CIRCULA
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