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Editorial 

T HE attitude of rehgon is perhaps the focal 
pomt of the whole Blrth Control situa- 

tion It IS easy to pomt out the bearmg of 
Birth Control on M d  labor, unemployment, 
poverty, overcrowdmg, war But the mohva- 
tion towards action must s p m g  from a ferv- 
ent behef m the rightness of the movement 
Our opponents cannot question a chart show- 
mg mfant mortahty rates m relation to chlld 
spacmg They must grant the facts, but they 
need feel no lnner compuls~on to do anythmg 
about them. 

Whoever is not mth us, ls heady  agamst 
us - and if ths  IS true of the declared opposi- 
tion of the Cathohc Church, it also holds for 
those who vaguely feel that sex is better not 
thought of What wdl finally wm this fight, 
take away legal restrictions, develop new 
methds, educate people of all classes to rn 
understandmg of the meamg and use of 
Buth Control, is a positive behef m the idea 
that sex is h e  and holy, that the body and 
spirit are not enermes, but one, for the greater 
glory of the race. 

It is with these thmgs m mmd that we have 
Issued thls Church Number Obmously we 
had neither the means nor fac~lities for mak- 
mg a comprehensive survey or securmg ex- 
presslorn of opuuon from all the mlnlsters of 
the country Our symposium is m no way 
inclusive We have endeavored merely to 
present a bird's-eye mew I n  some cases our 
contr~butors speak for themselves alone, m 
some cases as representatives of their specific 
churchs or denormnat~ons W e  have called 
on religous leaders m different parts of the 
country, from great cities and small towns 
We have omtted some of our staunchest sup- 
porters and oldest friends, m order to present 
new names Too much credlt cannot be glven 
to those reli@ous leaders who have been wlth 
us through the early years, nor to those who 
are now speakmg so courageously and fear- 
lesslv 
~ h ~ u l ~  phrases and remarkable state- 

ments are made "Thls ~s good reheon"--"a 

Divlne mandatem-"m accord mth the teach- 
mgs of the Master" We hear of instruction 
to newly married couples, of famdy relations 
c h c s  carried on by churches, of courses m 
sex education We have by no means mad5a 
poll of the Churches, but we have found that 
there are many reheous leaders who are 
pomtmg the way for them people, and settlng 
the pace for theu colleagues 

N o one can deny that the Catholic opposi- 
tion is the keystone of all the opposition 

to Blrth Control It permeates mto every 
field It explams why soc~al workers belleve 
m Blrth Control wh~le social agencies do not 
offic~ally endorse it, why mtelligent doctors 
concede the need for it, both m curative and 
preventwe mehcme, whde the American 
Mehcal Assoc~at~on refuses to declare itself, 
and contraceptive t e h q u e  is stdl not gener- 
ally taught m medical schools, why poh- 
ticians and pohtical parties do not take a 
stand There are, m each case, Cathohc sup- 
porters, patients, voters, who must not be 
antagomzed 

Untll t h s  Cathohc opposition IS shfted to 
less positive ground - or untll the people m 
favor of Birth Control are o r g a d  mto a 
dynamc integral force - we wdl contmue to 
have &s anomaly 

We prmt m t h s  issue excerpts from a 
pamphlet Bzrth Control, the official state- 
ment of the Cathohc position We gve  also 
two articles forecastmg a possible moddica- 
tion of the Cathohc pos~tion Father Lehman 
and Dr Barrett may be termed "left-wmg" 
Catholics They consider themselves Cath- 
ohc, though the Roman Catholics vehemently 
declare that they stand outside the pale of 
the Church However this may be, thew 
opmons may be taken as mdicatlons of a way 
out of the present Impasse 

The mcreasing support of all other denom- 
mations is charted by the official.endorse- 
ments of three national rehpous organlza- 
tions With the Churches m the vanguard, 
the cause of Buth Control is assured 



The Roll-Call : Twenty Opinions 
REVEREND HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK, 
Mznuter of the Raverscck Church, New Ymk, N Y 

T present, m t h  the opt~mlstlc cheerfulness that  A characterizes prosperous Amenca m deahng 
m t h  so many of her problems, most folk whom I 
observe are employing the ostrlch pollcy m t h  refer- 
ence to Blrth Control They know ~t 1s here They 
know that  some people who ought to have rehable 
contraceptlve ~nformat~on are  not gettlng ~ t ,  and 
that  many who have no proper buslness with ~t are 
getting ~t , and yet they resist m t h  actlve antagon- 
lspl orlaggard apathy any endeavor t o  pass decent 
laws ~ h ; ~  sometimes speak as though it were 
pos~tlvely shocklng to have physicians legally 
trusted to tell thew patients the truth 

As an excuse for thls obscurantist attitude one 
fact can be pleaded contracept~ve lnformatlon 1s 
dangerous Of course lt 1s All power 1s dangerous 
because ~t can be mlsused, and msused power causes 
endless mlsery T o  suppose, however, that  because 
power 1s dangerous, mankmd, havlng once gotten 
~ t s  hands on power, wlll surrender ~t for fear of ~ t s  
penl, 1s a valn expectat~on From education to  air- 

planes all sorts of thlngs are dangerous that  no 
one 1s proposing t o  suppress 

As for problems of lndlvidual ethlcs whlch thls 
new ~nformatlon lnvolves, we must face them and 
not dodge them Suppression mll do no good, for 
~t 1s suppressing nothlng but knowledge, hght, and 
candid thought After all, chastlty has been 
guarded more by modesty and common sense than 
by fear The Idea that  the mere removal of the 
dread of conception 1s golng t o  let loose a flood of 
lnlquity IS, I suspect, a mlsapprehenslon of the 
facts Ch~ldren of this new generation who have 
been tralned In a code of honor lnvoivlng the exist- 
ence and the nght  use of Blrth Control wlll be less 
hkely even than their mld-Vlctonan parents to  
treat the matter hghtly or  to  be begulled by fools 

Meanwhile, the conservatively shocked and trou- 
bled souls, who find relief In attacking Birth Con- 
trol, may as well make up thelr mlnds that  contra- 
cept~ve lnformatlon 1s here, that  ~t is belng used 
and wlll lncreaslngly be used, that  ~ t s  mlsuse can 
wreck our morals, devastate our homes, and despoll 
our nat~ons, that  a rlght employment of lt can be of 
profound benefit, and that Ho senous a problem as 
thls cannot be solved by suppression 

REVEREND ELIOT WHITE,  Asssstant Ms+ 
cster of Grace E p c o p a l  Church, New York, N Y 

AY I contr~bute what seems to me a relevant M comment based upon seven years9 experience 

among famllles of Manhattan's f a r  Eas t  Slde, 
whlle pastor of a chapel malntalned by one of the 
clty's downtown churches? 

It 1s difficult for me to reallze, as one conclusion 
from such a mlnlstry, how any normally observant 
and unprejudiced worker In that  congested neigh- 
borhood to wh~ch I refer can fall t o  advocate at 
least as  unopposed access to  lntelhgent mforma- 
tlon concerning Birth Control for the poor as 1s 
available to members of the community enjoylng 
more favorable soclal and economc condlt~ons 

The communtty for  ~ t s  own permanent benefit 
and the rel~ef of intolerable &stress must soon see 
the need of the establishment of many new research 
bureaus for extend~ng thls estimable and sorely 
requlred servlce 

The installation of such ad&tlonal health and 
rehef centers a t  s t ra teec  polnts, especially for 
famlhes not yet free from the d lsab~ht~es  of pov- 
erty, 1s a hope chenshed, I beheve, by a majonty 
of those who know a t  first hand these hard-pressed 
homes 

REVEREND JOHN RAY EWERS, D D , Ma+ 
wter of East End Chmtmn Church, Pdtsburgh, 
Pemylvanaa 

I T must be evldent t o  anyone who thlnks a t  all, 
that some type of Blrth Control has been em- 

ployed by thousands of the better class people 
When one sees good famlhes hmltlng thew offspnng 
to  one, two o r  three chlldren, one knows falrly well 
tha t  the natural processes have been blocked at 
some polnt Whether harmfully or  not, 1s another 
questlon 

Faclng modern economlc con&tlons the average 
famlly would be rulned by unllmlted begetting of 
chlldren Physlc~ans are able t o  prescnbe methods 
of control, whlch permlt chlldren to arnve as they 
are wanted and as they can be financially well taken 
care of 

T o  demand the unhmlted production of chlldren 
mthout regard to elther the health of the mother 
or  the financlal con&tlon of the farmly 1s too ab- 



surd for words T o  make a woman unfit to  take 
care of her other chddren and to  tax the famlly 
budget beyond the h t s  of decent h m g  conditions 
is wrong 

The command to  multiply and Inhabit the earth 
does not mean that one is to  htter the landscape 
mth all the offspnng that one can possibly Pro- 
duce' If, therefore, any sort of control is to  be 
exercised, let it be scientific, open to  everybody, 
and such as mll work no harm 

Why should nch people have hquor while the 
poor are demed i t ?  Why should the well-to-do be 
able to  practice some kind of Birth Control while 
the knowledge is forbidden to those who need it 
most? No law can control such an intunate thmg 
as the begetting of a chlld and no law should at- 
tempt to suppress scientific knowledge of how to 
control births 

REVEREND JOHN HAYNES HOLMES, M m  
aster of t& Commumty Church, New York, N Y 

T HE social argument on behalf of Birth Con- 
trol is unanswerable No problem now con- 

frontlng humanity is more urgent and menaclng 
than that  of population, and there is no answer to  
thls problem except that offered by the application 
of scientific contraception 

But I am interested in Birth Control not only 
as a means of meetzng the ills whlch spnng from 
over-population, but also as a means of improving 

the health, happmess, and character of the human 
race We can breed a nobler type of humanlund 
if we undertake t o  control and &rect the birth 
process as we control and hrect  other natural 
processes, instead of letting it control and &rect 
us The progress of man has always been colnci- 
dent with his mastery of natural forces, and his 
dedication of them to the nobler purposes of his 
own existence What he has done m the case of 
other forces he must now do in the case of the most 
potent force of all, that of sex, and thus punfy, 
upllft and redeem h ~ s  hfe 

But deepest of all, I beheve in Blrth Control as a 
great spiritual influence Marnage to  my mnd has 
two functions - the bloloecal functlon whlch per- 
tains to  the continuance of the race, and the spint- 
ual function which pertains to the ennobhng of the 
indmdual I beheve, in other words, that love be- 
tween man and woman, as well as the reproduction 
of children, 1s a mission of the manta1 relation 
Such love can be fostered and strengthened only 

as the sexual act, which is Itself a symbolical and 
sacramental expression, is freed from the fear of 
conception when unsought and undesired Birth 
Control 1s man's final gesture of emancipation I 
beheve in it fundamentally because I am a teacher 
of reheon and would serve man's highest spintual 
interests 

DR HENRY NEUMANN, Leader of the Socwty 
for E t h d  Cdture, Brooklyn, N Y 

T is a thousand pities that backward-loolung I groups are still powerful enough to prevent re- 
pealing the laws agalnst spreadlng the knowledge 
of Birth Control The world's need is not more 
babies but better ones Knowledge of contracep- 
tion, it is true, may be misused So, for that matter, 
may many other highly useful tools Money can 
be sadly msused But instead of keeping it away 
from the young, we teach them how to  use it sen- 
slbly Science 1s capable of all sorts of uses, and 
so 1s freedom of any klnd Why not forbid teachmg 
chemstry on the ground that thus we shall prevent 
maklng poison-gas bombs? 

We shall never get a race of really grown-up 
people until men and women are treated as ~f they 
were capable of being their own best guardlaus 

REVEREND W NELSON WINTER, Pastor of 
Calvary E v q e I t c d  Church BaZtmore, Mary- 
land 

T 00 frequently the followers of the Carpenter 
of Nazareth have been guilty of closing them 

eyes to the world's needs and hke the pnest and 
levlte, hurrying to  the temple to  volce their love for 
their fellowmen in words Instead of deeds Wlth 
then thoughts engrossed in theology or with their 
eyes turned to the sky, they have not seen the despe- 
rate human needs along hfe's roadside, they have 
faded to follow the footsteps of the Teacher of 
Galilee who went about doing good to the bodies 
and souls of men Fortunately this condlt~on 1s 
rapidly being corrected and the church, clergy and 
lalty, 1s again viewing the world's need through the 
eyes of its Master and, seeing things m thelr 
true perspective, is offenng practical help for the 
presslng social, economic, and psychologcal prob- 
lems that confront the world 

I am sure that I voice the sentiments of many 
fellow clergymen when I say that the Church is 
v~tally interested IU the question of Birth Control 



No longer do we feel that the Great Creator some- 
how made a terrlble mlstake when he endowed man 
mth the powerful sexual lnstlnct - we are begn- 
nlng to see that "what God hath cleansed should 
not be called common or unclean " We are been- 
nlng to reahze that sex 1s the world's greatest 
dynanuc and more closely related to the rellgous 
lmpulse than was formerly reahzed How to d~rect 
and conserve thls potent force 1s one of the prob- 
l em  of the Church We feel that voluntary par- 
enthood 1s decidedly a step m the nght hrectlon 

Blrth Control would tend to lncreise early mar- 
nage and thus help to  prevent mental and emo- 
tional mstability m our young people The problem 
of delayed marnage 1s becomlng lncreaslngly acute 
and In ~ t s  tram come not only varlous types of Im- 
morality but also a host of mlld psychlc disorders 

Another Important result would be the neutral- 
lzlng of the alr of pseudo-mystery whlch now sur- 
rounds the whole subject of sex The fact that re- 
hable ~nformat~on cannot be obtalned by the aver- 
age layman serves only to stmulate curloslty and 
sometimes tends toward morbdty Sex should be 
fully and frankly hscussed mth our young people 
It can be presented so smply and so naturally that 
the suggestive elements are completely neutrahzed 

Every great reform movement ralses a '‘lunatic 
fnnge" on both sldes of the questlon - those who 
beheve that the suggested change m11 solve all of 
the world's problems, and those who as firmly be- 
heve that lt m11 result m the destmctlon of all that 
manklnd has been fightlng for and achlevlng The 
Blrth Control movement 1s no exception Desplte 
all opposltlon, however, we are on the verge of a 
great advance In our manner of vlewlng the whole 
subject We are placlng a new trust In the essential 
decency of our youth But llke every advance m 
soclologrcal or rehgous thlnblng ~t seems danger- 
ous to tmld and conservative souls 

The Church of Jesus of Nazareth should, hke ~ t s  
Master, trust human nature - beheve In men and 
women when others do not and when they cannot 
even belleve In themselves He always assumed that 
men and women wanted to do the nght but he saw 
that many of them were "mlssmg the mark" and 
He spent HIS hfe trylng to show them HIS great 
purpose was to help them to  make the most of 
them bfe - to hve here and now the "abundant 
Me" The followers of that revolutionary Teacher 
have too long been numbered among the reactlon- 
ary forces - they should, llke them Master, be the 
first to vlslon a bnghter future, ever to look for 

the good In them fellowmen Instead of the evll, they 
should wlth sympathet~c lnslght be ever ready to 
offer pract~cal suggestions how Me's multlple prob- 
lems can be solved They should do all thls - and 
dally an mcreasmg number of them are measunng 
up to the opporturuty 

REVEREND ERNEST CALDECOTT, Mmster 
of All  Sozlls Church, Schenectady, New Y w k  

T H E  need of Blrth Control grows mcreas~ngly 
obvlous to me Assumlng that xt 1s b~ologcally 

vahd I am sure of ~ t s  ethlcal fitness My experience 

takes me Into the homes of those who have more 
chlldren than they can care for, mostly Cathohcs 
As a soclal worker I have observed that the ma- 
jonty of those calhng for chantable a ~ d  are from 
large famlhes I have considerable stat~stlcs cover- 
Ing thls polnt T o  talk continence IS equivalent to 
non-sense He who advocates sexual intercourse 
only for purposes of propagation may be smcere, 
but he 1s certalnlg not senslble 

Then I have observed a need of Blrth Control 
In the ~ntehgent groups mth whom I work con- 
stantly I n  the first place there 1s the problem of 
the first year or so of marned hfe Flnely set-up 
young people do not want children a t  once Be- 
cause they are lntelllgent they msh to  know each 
other and to move about mth freedom together 
as husband and mfe In all too many cases, to  be 
sure, there is no deslre for a fam~ly, but in the 
major~ty of mstances there exlsts the normal long- 
Ing for parenthood Intell~gent control of concep- 
tlon 1s desirable under such circumstances Wlth 
safety from pregnancy reasonably assured there 
would be less mental and nervous msturbance from 
the lntlmacles of domestlc hfe 

In the second place, parents have not only the 
nght but also the duty of determxnlng what space 
shall be gven between the blrth of them offspnng 
Gone forever are the days of constant pregnancy 
among intelhgent women. When a child comes into 
the world ~t should be the result of deslgn, not of 

- 

accident 
In the third place, when the mze of the family 

bas reached the deslred number control of concep- 
t ~ o n  1s needed Normal men and women have not 
lost them deslres for each other just because they 
have as many chlldren as they can properly keep 
From my contact mth many marrled persons ap- 
proachlng mlddle hfe I have found a large number 
not undeistan&ng each other because the wlfe was 



afraid of a pregnancy whlch she &d not deslre 
The s e m g  "coldness" of the woman toward her 
husband has sent many a man out into undesirable 
places or caused melamholy which he &d not un- 
derstand, but whose cause was lack of normal sex 
hfe 

What I feel we need most of all is mformation 
and a really aesthetic method of talung care of the 
situat~on, for people are mthout doubt ready for 
Birth Control 

REVEREND BRADFORD YOUNG, Aaaatarct 
Mmwter of tL C h r c h  of the Holy T m t y ,  Brook- 
1 m N  Y 

I THOROUGHLY approve of intelhgent and 
corltmctlve Birth Control The couples who 

come to  me to be mamed have thls subject pre- 
sented to them and discussed, and those interviewed 
agmn after a year or more of mamage have ex- 
pressed gratitude for thls talk 

There IS much to  be gamed spintually by the 
use of contraception m marnage If the man and 
woman have just been mamed, it affords them a 
t m e  to adjust to each other before pregnancy and 
the care of children tax the nerves and consume the 
tlme of the woman, and lay a large financial bur- 
den on the man If the man and woman already 
have several children, it enables them t o  stop hav- 
ing more so that they can maintam a good stand- 
ard of hvmg for those they have and e v e  them the 
attention and advantages necessary to thekr high- - 
est development 

To  advocate self-control instead of Birth Con- 
trol, as some do, 1s to betray ignorance of human 
nature I n  the first place, even if thls were desir- 
able, the average person is not capable of ~t And 
in the second place doctors and psychiatrists agree 
that it 1s not desirable Except m unusual cases 
where a remarkable degree of subhmatlon has been 
achieved, such self-control leads to strained mar- 
nage relations and often the &vorce court 

In thls day, whatever may have been the case 
formerly, a knowledge of contraception is an es- 
sential con&tion for happy marnage and ~ntelh- 
gent home maklng 

Moreover the use of sound contraceptive meth- 
ods benefits not only the ~ndvidual but also society 
as a whole Anyone who considers war, poverty, 
unemployment, and dlsease necessanly comes to  
realize that the fallure intelhgently to control pop- 
ulat~on is a basic cause It is inhuman to bring 

chlldren into the world only to  slaughter them later 
m "civlhzed warfare", or to house them for a hfe- 
time in a slum It is ~nhuman and also n&culous 
for the state and pnvate chanties to content them- 
selves with alleviating the hunger of starving fam- 
~hes, mthout eving those fathers and mothers the 
information how t o  prevent ad&ng new hungry 
mouths to their famlly If we want to  make the 
world a better place to  hve m, if we want to  over- 
come some of the evils that beset humaluty we must 
not only legahze mformation about contraception, 
but we must definitely encourage the practice 
among those whom it wdl most help 

The Protestant Episcopal Church has taken no 
official stand elther for or agamst t h e  practlce 
Unquestionably, however, it is mdespread among 
clergy and lalty ahke Even active Roman Cath- 
ohcs, to  my knowledge, use and approve contra- 
ceptives Certamly the tune has come when the 
hypocrisy and the ~njustice of denylng the poor 
and uneducated what is freely enjoyed by the nch 
and well-tutored shall be abohshed Since we have 
Birth Control for some marned people and they 
have found it good, let us have it for all - for the 
sake of their happiness and the wellbemg of soclety 

REVEREND PAUL JONES, Actmg Bwhop of 
the E p c o p l  Dwceae of S o u t L m  Ohso 

C IVILIZATION means an approxmation to- 
ward the consc~ous and intelhgent adjust- 

ment of the condtions of hnng  Thus far we have 
made more progress in the control of the matenal 
forces of production and transportation than in 
those of social organization Research, dscovery 
and ~nventlon have made it possible for the world 
today to support a far  larger population on a much 
higher matenal standard of hvlng than has ever 
been possible before That  1s the most sigruficant 
aspect of modem clnhzation, but lt is only one 
slde of the picture 

When it comes to  social adjustments, our con- 
scious and intelligent &rection of affairs has by no 
means gone so far  For  the indindual, life IS in 
many respects less secure than it was in the older 
and slmpler days, men's hves and welfare are more 
a t  the mercy of economic and commercial forces 
outside of thew control, and there 1s consequently 
a greater need on the part  of individuals for such 
intelligent &rectlon as they can glve to those con- 
&tlons of hfe which are still subject to  them cholce, 



lest they be swamped by the pressure of clrcum- 
stances 

In particular there 1s need for such an ~ntelh- 
gent approach to the question of marnage and the 
fanuly For  the great mass of people our present 
clvillzation offers three cholces marnage and a 
large famlly mth poverty, undernourishment, de- 
morahzation, mscord and despair, temporary 
unions broken by desertion and mvorces and the 
children demed then nght to hfe m a famlly, or 
voluntary parenthood where the chlldren are the 
result of cholce determined by the health and 
strength of the mother and the economic condition 
of the famly To my mlnd there is no question but 
that the last 1s the only basis for a family life that 
wlll glve the best results for the parents, the chil- 
dren and soclety a t  large 

One reason why our campaigns for the protec- 
tion of the life, health and welfare of ~nd~vlduals 
make such slow progress 1s that so many people 
conscientiously inslst on belng utterly irresponsi- 
ble in regard to the creatlon of hfe We cannot 
have both indmdual anarchy and social control, 
and I am whole-heartedly for ~ntelhgent, responsi- 
ble Birth Control as a sound and necessary prelude 
to the solutron of many of our problems of group 
hmng 

REVEREND CHARLES FRANCIS POTTER, 
Msnwter of the Farst H w w t  Soczety, New York 
Csty, N Y 

I AM inchned to thlnk that B ~ r t h  Control 1s the 
major reform Whenever we examlne the bases 

of the other reforms we find ourselves golng again 
and again back to Birth Control The problem of 
war, the problem of housing, the problem of ade- 
quate education, the problem of community culture, 
all of these and many more are so closely hnked 
with Birth Control they cannot be considered apart 
from it 

The pioneering days are over In most ~ntelhgent 
communltles, although a few frontier towns and in- 
dlvlduals of belated development are stdl shocked 
by the word The tlme has come for t ak~ng  the next 
step whlch conslsts In a change of attitude In- 
stead of beggng for attention, Blrth Control 
should assert ~ t s  right to it What I mean 1s that 
the burden of proof now hes wlth the opponents of 
the Blrth Control movement It is a most signlfi- 
cant thlng which has occurred mthin the last half 
decade that the Roman Catholic Church now finds 

Itself on the defensive m the matter of Birth Con- 
trol A new generat~on has risen within the church 
who demand a reason for the vigorous opposl- 
t ~ o n  to Birth Control which so frequently char- 
actenzes Cathohc leaders 

Perhaps there lies more danger to Birth Con- 
trol m the apathy of the ~ r o t e k a n t s  than In the 
hostlhty of Catholics For the next few decades 
the movement mll necessarily be concerned mth 
straight educative propaganda 

REVEREND DON M CHASE, Pastor of the 
East S& Parash, Los Molms ,  Calafornza 

T Chnstlan forces have almost uniformly 
been valuable alhes, if not leaders in the great 

fights for human betterment The improvement of 
human life and the dlgnlfymg of the marnage re- 
latlon, as well as the release of women from fears 
and womes, are among the alms of the Birth Con- 
trol movement The Church ought to be In the van- 
guard of thls movement 

My people need the knowledge of contracept~ves 
Many of them have that knowledge It has been in 
general use long enough to  demonstrate its value 
to clvillzat~on and to  set a t  rest the fears of those 
who think others mll misuse it If Birth Control 
could be freed from the lunitatlons now placed 
upon lt by popular prejudice and fear, a great deal 
more could doubtless be done I do not beheve God 
Intended us to hve like gulnea-plgs, and I for one, 
believe God's blessings w~ll attend the efforts of 
those who seek human betterment along thls impor- 
tant llne 

REVEREND FRANK S C WICKS, Mansster of 
All Souls Urntonam Church, Zd~anapolas, Induma 

T ,RAILING clouds of glory, we come from God," 
slngs Wordsworth A mmpled, smlhng babe, 

vlgorous m hmb and heart, does come traihng 
clouds of glory How proud the parents must be 
We can understandstand then ecstasy 

But how often a child comes traillng clouds of 
darkness, weak of llmb, feeble, perhaps diseased, a 
chlld who later may cry with the affl~cted Job, "Let 
the day perish when I was born, and the mght when 
it was sald, There is a man child conceived " 

Men and women are bepnmng to quest~on them- 
selves "Am I fit to bnng strong, healthy well, 
endowed children Into the world? Can I gve  them 
a good mental and physlcal inheritance? Can I 



e v e  them the care they need? The education they 
wlll require?" Every couple contemplating mar- 
nage should face the prospect of children, and talk 
~t over frankly 

The most dreadful thing I ever heard was a 
mother who sald to her daughter "I &d not want 
you I tned to  get n d  of you " Do you wonder 
she crushed all love for herself? 

Chlldren should be what George Ehot calls the 
"Symbol of the eternal marriage-between love and 
duty " Love should welpome each child and duty 
determine when the child shall be born Let us no 
longer shlft upon God our own ignorance, our own 
mistakes, but frankly recognize that the responsi- 
blhtv rests UDOn US 

If we are well-endowed ~t 1s because of our right- 
livlng ancestors We can repay them only by-be- 
queathing to chldren yet t o  come the same good 
bodles and minds that make for a fine, strong, up- 
standmg hfe 

"Thou shalt bulld beyond thyself," cnes Nletz- 
sche, poor Nietzsche, born mth an unstable mind 
and nervous system, a hfe-long sufferer So build 
that, through you, manklnd wll nse higher and 
higher untll all stand erect m fine and splendld 
matunty 

REVEREND BERNARD C CLAUSEN, Mna- 
sster of the Farst Baptwt Church, Syroccwe, New 
York 

HAVE been asked many tlmes how we dared to  I lnvlte Margaret Sanger to speak m the audr  
tonum of our church, when the subject w th  which 
she deals 1s moral and social dynamite I n  reply I 
can say that we conslder that our church has an 
opportumty to serve our city by presenting under 
~ t s  roof the lea&ng exponents of every mnterestq 
~dea,  and by subjecting every smug and closed 
mind to-the &sciphne of honest opmons whlch con- 
tain full 6harges of dynamte 

But I can say more than that, when I speak as 
an ~ndividual and not as a representative of my 
congregation I beheve that our present state of 
mlnd on Birth Control represents one of the great- 
est intellectual accomphshments of modem tlmes 
With persistent patience, rare skd, and an avl&ty 
for persecution Margaret Sanger and those sur- 
roundmg her have carned on a magmficent bit of 
mental strategy, and deserve the laurels usually 

REVEREND CURTIS W REESE, Dean of t L  
Abrohm L m o l s  Centre, Chwago, IUsnms 

I N my file is a highly pnzed letter under date of 
June 15,1917, from Fredenck A Blossom, writ- 

ten on the stationery of "The Blrth Control League 
of New York", addressed t o  me a t  Des Moines, 
Iowa, where I was a t  that time pastor of the Flrst 
Unltanan Church The letter says, "Several news- 
paper clippings brought us news sometme ago of 
your lnterest in Birth Control May I send 
greet~ngs and extend the nght hand of fellowship 

I take pleasure ~n sendlng you, with my comph- 
ments, a copy of the first lssue of the BIBTE 
CONTBOL REVIEW " The clippings referred to 
by Mr Blossom told of my having defended from 
my pulpit Margaret Sanger when she was havlng 
some "unpleasant expenences" mth officers of the 
law 

I still have the copy of the BIBTE CONTBOL 

REVIEW - Volume 1, Number 1 The front page 
announced an article by Margaret Sanger on the 
question, "Shall She Break the law?" The article 
closed wth  the rlngng proclamation "If she must 
break the law to estabhsh her nght to voluntary 
motherhood, then the law shU be broken " 

A great deal of change m the pubhc attltude to- 
ward Blrth Control has been brought about, large- 
ly by the League, slnce that day thirteen years ago 
Recently the press carned a news Item to the effect 
that the Methohsts of New York have gone on 
record m favor of Blrth Control Witness t h s  
"Church Number" of the REVIEW But mportant 
steps are st111 to be taken May I suggest them 
bnefly 

(1) Every section of mumcipal, state and na- 
tional law that p rohb~ t s  the &ssemnation of Birth 
Control information and that p rohb~ t s  the sale of 
contracept~ve devices should be repealed, and m 
new laws Blrth Control information and devlces 
should be subject only to  such control as 1s exer- 
clsed, for example, by the pure food laws in them 
field 

(2) Health departments of the city, the state 
and the natlon should be specifically charged with 
the duty of &ssermnating full and authorltatlve 
information on the subject of optional parent- 
hood, and also of mamtcunmg mexpensive chmcs 
easy of access 
(3) ScientAc research should be continued untll 

the present unsatisfactory and clumsy methods of 
Blrth Control are supplanted by sure, easy and 

- ~ 

kept for more gory warnors for the common good 



satisfactory means, and also untll the day when it 
1s posslble to  ach~eve a deslred b ~ r t h  painlessly and 
gloriously lnstead of as a t  present m agony and 
sorrow 

(4) And perhaps most important of all, the 
mlnd of the pubhc must be so educated that sex 
and all that pertalns thereto can be thought and 
spoken of wlth the frankness that now prevalls 
m the fields of dletetlcs and esthetics, or of ethics 
and rehgon 

REVEREND WILLIAM W PECK, Mawter of 
the First Urntaman Church, Albmy, New York 

W HEN the school committee of Lancaster, 
Ohio (other commumties also clalm the dls- 

tmctlon) refused to  permit the school house to be 
used to mscuss "thls new thing, a railroad, mth ~ t s  
frightful speed of fifteen miles an hour, because - 
there is no mention of such method of locomotion In 
dinne revelation," they provided us wlth a per- 
renial joke That occured more than a hundred 
years ago In  1930, the members of the Massachu- 
setts legslature turned down a bill to allow free 
speech on Boston Common without the formality of 
a llcense or permit The climax In the ponderable 
arguments against this novelty was reached when 
an Inflamed member exclaimed, "Why ~f we do this 
thing, our daughters mll flock down there to learn 
all about Birth Control " It won't take a hundred 
years to get that laugh 

In 1930 the msdom of dlssemlnatlng Birth Con- 
trol information as a first step m the correction of 
many soclal ills has become endent to many leaders 
for social and moral betterment Yet not a single 
New York legslator could be found mth sufficient 
courage to sponsor a blll lessening the present legal 
restrlct~ons In that state One can easlly Imagme 
the amusement of postenty a t  this timidlty 

There can be no objection to any rehgous 
group, denomination or sect lnduclng ~ t s  follow- 
ing to any course of actlon or inactlon consistent 
wlth ~ t s  own Ideal When, however, that group at- 
tempts to make ~ t s  ldlosyncrasy the required prac- 
t ~ c e  of the vast majonty beyond its boundaries, 
moral tyranny usurps the authonty of American 
liberty and emphatically tramples on the nghts of 
others 

Too long has the tradltlonal "cure-all", chanty, 
extolled by the churches, valnly sought to correct 
the enls directly fruitlng upon the nne of an un- 
controlled b~rth-rate It is hlgh time that the im- 

morahty of producing chlldren beyond any capac- 
~ t y  to provlde for them finds adequate place In ex- 
lstlng moral codes The overproduction of chll- 
dren contnbutes dlrectly to the problem of pov- 
erty, 1s posslbly the largest slngle contnbutor It 
provides the nch so11 for the growth of all klnds 
of mental and moral delinquency Let us have done 
mth palhatlves and see that ~t 1s just as plous, ~f 
not so sentimental, to go to root causes 

The duty of every Henous lover of nght and 
truth appears clear We must end the pretence 
that Birth Control 1s contrary to religious pnn- 
clples or the hlghest ethical conduct, we must In- 
slst that such control alone conforms to the high- 
est in rehgon and eth~cs We must, In addition, 
crusade for a better conception of relipon, con- 
tend for the removal of legal hindrances to the 
intelligent practlce of Birth Control What ~nstl- 
tutlon is more obligated to shoulder the responsl- 
blllty for children than the churches, clalming de- 
votlon to  One who was much concerned for chil- 
dren? It ls the churches' duty to  advocate the 
cause of better born chlldren and of a parenthood 
hfted from the accidental state of the untamed 
beasts into loftler human standards of dellberat~on 
and splntual consummat~on. 

REVEREND ROBERT S MILLER, Mmaater of 
the Church of O w  Father, Lancaster, PemayL 

WO nghts of ch~ldhood are demanding a ngor- Tous defense today - the mght of the ch~ld to  
be well born and the nght not to be born a t  all 
Well born chlldren are a supreme satlsfactlon 
Soundness of body and mlnd 1s an endowment mth 
whlch nothing else among ~nhented values can be 
compared The child who is denled thls by reason 
of blrth is subjected to handlcaps of the first dl- 
mension Consideration for children begrns wlth 
the parents before chlldren are conceived If the 
burden of these handlcaps could be made to rest 
upon the parents who are responsible for them, the 
sltuatlon would be somewhat changed Unfortu- 
nately, however, ~t necessarily falls upon the chlld, 
the innocent nctlm of an inferior heritage, and of 
a soclety organized beyond ~ t s  capacity for suc- 
cessful adjustment 

It 1s folly to argue that Blrth Control 1s a con- 
splracy agalnst chlldhood. It 1s one of the great- 
est considerations that can be shown for chlldhood 
We look w th  contempt upon the ~ndlvldual who 



wdl abuse a chdd The day IS commg when we shall 
look mth contempt upon parents who beget chd- 
dren doomed to abuse before they are born 

REVEREND E G GALLAGHER, M ~ w t e r  of 
the Fsrst Congregotumal Chwch, Waaeco, Mmn- 
esoto 

HAT I have to say about Birth Control may wk summed up under the term good re+n 
At weddings we mixusters say to the contractmg 

parties, "Do you promise to  love, honor and chensh 
until death do you part?" The vows, for the most 
part, are honestly, gladly, even But in many m- 
stances the husband and d e  do not " h e  together 
happily forever afterwards " The c o m g  of chll- 
dren, under unfavorable conmtions or too frequent- 
ly, is a fruitful source of estrangement Almost 
every bnde is happy m the knowledge of prospec- 
tive motherhood. When the chdd comes the mother 
forgets her suffering, even d it has been exception- 
ally severe, joyful because a c u d  has come to the 
home 

How about the second baby? This chlld has 
come quickly after the first, the mother is physi- 
cally unfit, has had msufficient t m e  m which to 
budd up her strength The result is that the days of 
pregnancy have been unnecessanly miserable, and 
the second-born amves laclung the robust health 
which h a  older brother possessed And then, the 
third and the fourth, perchance the fifth baby is 
hurned into the home With nothng else to  look 
forward to, is it strange that husband and d e  are 
dnven apart? 

Meanwhle the parents of these young people 
have made no d o r t  to  save their chrldren from this 
unnecessary msery If indeed any help was m- 
parted, it came probably from patent m d c m e  
vendors, from a quack, or from some fnend who 
meant well but lacked knowledge 
L& this cnminal carelessness cease There is 

nothing vulgar about the relationships which bnng 
man and woman together There is somethmg very 
noble and sacred in the eyes of God, somethmg too 
sacred t o  be peddled by unclean mmds Parents 
should have a sufficient degree of confidence m their 
children, t o  be glad to  pve the f a d s  leamug up to  
so mportant a matter a s  child beanng, or a com- 
petent physician should be asked to  do this Add 
the prerogative, lawfully gven to  rehable physi- 
cians, to instruct marned people m contraceptive 
methods, and what msery and estrangement would 

be avoided, what happiness assured t o  thousands 
of homes 

Be honest, know the truth and be free Speak out, 
let no sensitive pnde hold you back Let no self- 
appomted ecclesiastic deter you Every good thing 
is for you to  enjoy Soon, let us hope, the required 
information wdl be legally even to  all who ask for 
it Birth Control has mthm it possibihties for 
happiness, more abundant hfe and untold blessings 
for t h ~ s  old world T h s  is good reheon 

REVEREND CHARLES W LEGGE, Msnoster 
of the C o n g r e g o t d  Chrch,  W d t m  C m c t c -  
cut 

T HAT the humaxustic method of approach to 
all problems of soclal relationships is mth us 

a t  last is very evldent to  the student of the mamage 
and hvorce questions In  spite of the consema- 
tives and Mother Grundys who msist that t h i n e  
should be left as they are - leave weR enough olons 
- it has been borne home mto the consciousness 
of thnkmg people that the state of affairs m 
manta1 relationshps is not well enough and that 
something must be done in the mmemate future 

Many of the early rmsunderstan&ngs and later 
desires for separation and mvorce anse smply 
because of the mabihty of the parties concerned to  
adjust themselves t o  certam sexual facts and also 
to economic conditions Mamed Me should be a 
love relation, and that relation can and wdl only 
be maintamed by the free play of sex There comes 
a tme  m the Me of nearly every normal marned 
couple when they have to face the problem of the 
size of them f a d y  Both husband and mfe desire 
to  mamtam the love relationshp, and yet reahe  
the fact that in justice to  all concerned the f a d y  
must not be increased Here IS a matter that wholly 
concerns t h ,  it is tkar affair, it is a matter upon 
whch they must have the final say Ways of pre- 
ventmg conception have been mth us for centuries, 
but a scientdc and hyeemc method is now offered 
by the Birth Control advocates As one who is i -  

terested in seeking to malung h s  fellow bemgs 
happy and help them retam and culhvate the true 
content that can only be found in marnage rela- 
tions, I look upon the work of such advocates as a 
tremendous step forward m estabhshmg happmess 
and a deeper peace I have purposely wntten on 
t h s  one phase of the subject, o rmt tqmany others, 
with the hope that I shall thus add my contribution 
to thls humaxustic program 



REVEREND JOSEPH F MICHAEL, Pastor of 
the Fwst Methodwt Church, Turkey, Texas 

T HE more I study the Blrth Control movement, 
and see the pllght of hundreds of homes Into 

whlch I go  each year, the more I am convinced ~t 1s 
a God-sent movement At  first I was very much 
opposed, but after several years of observation and 
prayerful study, ~t looks decidedly mfferent, and I 
am completely won over 

For  the sake of the wlfe's health, the congemal- 
ity of the home, the social and rehgous adjustment 
in the community kfe, a fair  and lmpartlal oppor- 
tunlty for each chlld of the home, and to help llft 
a t  least pa r t  of the burden from the shoulders of 
the father and husband, I say-and from the depth 
of my heart too-somethmg ought to  do done to  
relleve the situation In thousands and thousands of 
our Amencan homes Where there 1s permanent 
disease, hopeless poverty, mental deficiency, moral 
degeneracy, off spnng should be prevented The 
posslbllity and responslb~hty of chlldren should be 
taken away from such homes Let us not forget 
that  every chlld has a ngh t  to  be "well born" Un- 
told numbers of httle bab~es have crossed the thres- 
hold of thls sphere unwanted, unwelcome, and lm- 

memately thereafter have been kllled, or  left on the 
road-slde to  me I do not advocate legahzed prostl- 
tutlon, but I do advocate that  each and every baby 
that  comes ~ n t o  thls world should be a welcome 
guest, havlng a chance for ~ t s  hfe and future happl- 
ness The Master s a ~ d ,  "Inasmuch as ye dld ~t unto 
the least of these, My brethren, ye dld ~t unto Me " 

REVEREND AARON ALLEN HEIST,  Pastor 
of the Grace Commuety Church, Denver, Colorado 

T HE recent vislt t o  Denver of Margaret Sanger 
remlnded not a few of "how tlmes have 

changed" Her last visit was a respectable, even 
soclety, affalr Previously she had appeared a t  the 
Open Forum m Grace Community Church, In whlch 
free speech center many a dangerous person now 
considered respectable got hls first pubhc heanng 
m the Rocky Mountaln Section 

The whole question of sex and Blrth Control has 
been llfted out of the realm of the stealthy to  open 
frank dlscusslon, preparing the field for constmc- 
tlve work culminating In a pubhc Blrth Control 
chnlc A very natural outcome of publlc &scusslon 
was letters from burdened wlves and over-worked 
mothers lnqu~nng  for  sources of scient~fic mforma- 

tlon Out of such contacts slowly grew a Famlly 
Relations Chnlc whlch, wthout any advertlslng ex- 
cept such as comes through "appreciatlve friends", 
now bnngs the pastor Into the posltlon of domestlc 
counselor w t h  many couples each month 

In  the sacred confidences of such a clln~c, where 
husbands and wves freely tell of the most lntlmate 
causes whlch lead t o  "nerves" and mlsunderstand- 
Ing untll mvorce threatens, one comes t o  apprecl- 
ate  fully the barbarism of laws whlch deny that  
sclentlfic ~nformatlon w h i c h alone can make 
sound and permanent the b~ologcal  foundations of 
marnage, and, may I add, the heathenism of any 
eccles~astlc who abhors adultery and sanctifies 
worse than adultery by a sacrament Brought face 
to  face w t h  the facts of hfe so revealed no one 
wlth even a modlcum of the respect for human 
personality which 1s supposed to characterne a 
mlnlster wlll fall t o  make the necessary connection 
mth  physlclans tralned In the technique of contra- 
ceptlon, as  well as  wlth a psychlatnst for those 
cases d e m a n d ~ n ~  more than amateur ablllty All 
thls we have done a t  Grace Church The hlgh 
esteem in whlch the church famlly cllnlc IS held pro- 
fesslonally 1s attested by the fact that  three physl- 
clans who have incidentally heard of ~t have sent 
some of them patlents who need lnformatlon and 
mental relief rather than me&clne o r  surgery 

But our maln concern 1s w t h  prevent~on rather 
than w t h  cure When a couple makes advance ar- 
rangements for a wedding we loan them such books 
as Margaret Sanger's H a p ~ s s  mm Marrmge, and 
Popenoe's Modern Mamage, and then g v e  them 
a copy of Butterfield's Marrroge, and Sherwood 
Eddy's Sex and Y w t h ,  the latter chlefly for ~ t s  
excellent lntroductlon and ~ t s  unusual hbhogra- 
phy We advlse premantal examlnatlons by a 
thoroughly rellable physician who the partles a re  
told 1s quahfied to  gwe the best available sclentlfic 
contraceptive information They are also told of 
the existence of the Blrth Control Cllnlc conducted 
m our state hospltal I n  the case of those who come 
to  the pastor's office to be marned ~mmemately, as  
the larger proportion do m a downtown church, we 
&smlss the witnesses to  the lobby ~mmed~ately after 
the ceremony and proceed to  g v e  the couple half an 
hour of blologcal lnformatlon for whlch couple 
after couple comes back later t o  thank the pastor 
in most heartfelt gratitude Each couple takes 
with them the two pamphlets mentloned above as 
well as  all the facts about Blrth Control whlch ~t 1s 
lawful for a layman to  g v e  



The Church of the Future 
By REV J A MAcCALLUM 

Dr MacColZ4Mn ra M m t e r  of the W a h t  Street Presbytermn Church of Phladelphaa 

E VERY reform that has taken place mthm the 
church had to  battle for ~ t s  hfe when first pro- 

posed, and many an institution which we accept 
today as axlomatlc and undebatable had a long 
struggle aga~nst opp~sltion and discouragements 
before it won its place in the sun Liberty of wor- 
shp, pubhc schools, free roads, the abolition of 
slavery, manhood franchise, the control of the 
hquor traffic, and votes for women, are random 11- 
lustrations of thia law which is woven into the 
fabnc of the human consciousness Orgamzed 
Chnstiamty has always been painfully slow to 
espouse any reform, however self-emdent lts jus- 
tice may appear to  a subsequent generation 

Certain considerations must be kept in mind by 
those who seek t o  express the Christian attltude 
Pnmary among these is the fact that Christianity 
IS not a static thmg, a fimshed system, as so many 
of its exponents beheve On the contrary, lt is an 
organism in which a defimte metabohsm is contiu- 
ally in process Old ideas are always breaking down 
and new conceptions t ak~ng  them place Orga~uzed 
Chnstiamty is always advancmg m more or less 
belated accord mth  such knowledge as has been 
recently acquired Often ~t is -cult to recognize 

that its later developments are the outgrowth of 
what ~t was before, but there is never any essential 
contra&ction of its gemus The abohtlon of slav- 
ery, the proposed outlawry of war, or the opening 

of eccleslastlcal offices to  women, are all latent m 
the teachlng of Jesus Nor is t h s  teaching a code 
such as that of Justman It 1s a smple description 
of a way of hfe, a formulation of pnnciples whlch 
may work Wte leaven m the in&v~dual or public 
consciousness "I have many thmgs to say unto 
you but ye cannot hear them now " Doubtless these 
unsaid thlngs are mphcit m the message that Jesus 
gave to his generation 

Insofar as Christianity is interpreted in terms of 
~ t s  creedal systems and doctmal  declarations, we 
must admt  that ~t IS, a t  least by mpllcatlon, op- 
posed to Birth Control One reason for thls op- 
position is the fact that it is the child of Judaism 
Until recent tlmes, Christian scholars interpreted 
the Bible literally Did ~t not tell men to be fruitful 
and multiply and hold before t h d  as the Ideal goal 

descendants equal in number to  the sands of the 
sea? Hence the duty of woman was to rear as many 
chlldren as she could, and when one broke under 
the strain there was always another ready to take 
up her task, so that many a father could boast of 
a fanuly of twenty or more chlldren 

It is now recogmzed by every Chnstlan of modest 
education that many Blblical commands were of 
only local and temporary s~gnlficance with no pos- 
sible application to modem con&tlons It was ex- 
cellent advice to pnmit~ve peoples to tell them to 
raise large famllies , otherwise thew survlval would 
be endangered But any intelhgent man can see 
that the general adoptlon of thls course would be 
~njurious m the modem hlghly industr~alized 
world 

Our concern is not to argue this obmous point, 
but to mscover the underlpng Chnstian pnnciples 
whch warrant the restnctlon of population by con- 
traceptive methods Enough has been sald to show 
that we must make our appeal not to the Christlan- 
~ t y  of the past but to  that of the future As an 
anclent htigant is said to have appealed from 
PhlLp drunk to Phihp sober, we can appeal to  the 
growmg enhghtenment of the church iLthe assur- 
ance that the decision will be in favor of Blrth 
Control Nor mll the decision be confined to Pro- 
testantism where it 1s already uno5cially rees- 
tered m the practlce of the people Roman Cath- 
ohclsm is bound to  follow suit This wdl not be 
Rome's first change of front For  centunes she op- 
posed the taklng of interest, but was a t  last com- 
pelled to yield or lose all matenal prestige m the 
modem world When the inemtable hour arnves 
in t h ~ s  case, the herarchy wlll find a way to reverse 
~ t s  former posltlon Already there are pnests of 
social mmd who confess pnvately that t h s  wdl be 
only a matter of tlme 

Usually in an advance beyond conventional 
standards of conduct, theory anticipates practlce 
Birth Control is a strdcmg exception to this rule 
So great and so obvlous are its advantages that ~t 
1s already frequently practiced, though often un- 
scientifically This fact alone would be su5clent 
in the end t o  warrant its legal recopt ion as an 
lnstmment for the promotion of the social welfare 



It is frequently sald that the use of contracep- 
tives is unnatural In this narrow sense of the word 
nature so also are finger bowls, napkins, soap, 
razors, tooth brushes, and a hundred amen~ties and 
instruments of civllzation But m a larger and 
truer sense, nature Includes the creat~ve i t e h -  
gence which enabled Dante to  wnte the Dmne 
Comedy, Bell to  invent the telephone, or Ed~son 
the electnc lamp, and hence the knowledge and 
the mll to  adopt any method or ~nstrument that 
mll promote human happmess and well-bemg 

The mconsistency of many churchmen is revealed 
m the merence between them pract~ce and their 
preach~ng The dlscuss~on of Birth Control 1s taboo 
In the average woman's club though these clubs are 
possible only because of it Rarely is the subject 
mentioned in rehpous journals and then usually 
shghtingly mth no attempt to handle ~t in a senous 
manner T h ~ s  is most unfortunate because it m- 
mcates that once agam as in the earher days of the 
anti-slavery agitation or the demand for woman 
suffrage, the church is traihng the conscience of 
the natlon 

However, a new day is a t  hand It is no longer 
part~cularly audac~ous for a clergyman to  say that 
he favors Birth Control The social and economc 
advantages are too plain to allow a very hostile re- 
action t o  such a confess~on or declarat~on The 
younger generat~on of the clergy, tra~ned m psy- 

chology and sociology, are recogruzmg in mcreas- 
mg numbers that t h s  is a reform whlch must be 
adopted It the human race 1s to  avoid decadence, 
whch mll surely come If the unfit contlnue to  prop- 
agate mthout restra~nt 

Increasing awareness of the facts is gradually 
~nducing a changed att~tude toward B ~ r t h  Control 
m the mlnds of the ofticia1 interpreters of Chnstian- 
ity Though many of the clergy mll be slow t o  
avow t h s  attitude openly, the tlme seems not far  
&stant when the courts of the vanws  Protestrtnt 
Churches mll go on record m favor of the aboht~on 
of those statutes whch prevent the education of 
the ignorant and the free dlssermnation of knowl- 
edge upon this subject, together mth the estabhsh- 
ment of clinics such as those in Europe 

Fundamentally there can be no essent~al con&ct 
between Chnstianity and common sense Where 
such a conflict seems to  -st, ~t 1s because the cur- 
rent interpretation of Chns t~a~u ty  ls madequate 
But m the long run Chnstiamty has always mcor- 
porated mthin itself the scientific truth from which 
~ t s  leaders a t  first recolled Blrth Control mll one 
day be as accremted a factor m the Chnstian mores 
as the use of anesthetics m cud-birth Scarcely 
two generations ago the church, both Roman and 
Protestant, was scandahed by this instrument of 
mercy Ere long there wdl be a s d a r  change of 
opimon upon the vexed question of Birth Control 

A Divine Mandate 
By RABBI EDWARD L ISRAEL 

Rabbs Israel *a Chamrum of t k  S o c d  Justwe Commwsum of the Central Cmfer- 
ence of Amencan Rabbts, and Rabbr of t k  Har S w s  Temp& of 

Bdt-e, Maryland 

To many people who feel themselves to be re- 
hpous, hypocrisy 1s a form of ncarlous atone- 

ment Am~d the breakdown of certaln pnnc~ples of 
human conduct once considered moral or conven- 
t~onal, we cling to outgrown slogans and precepts 
because our cowardly souls are afraid, we seek to 
cover up heterodox human nature by orthodox pro- 
testations of p~e ty  I do not ma~ntam that these 
statements accurately descnbe the att~tude of 
many sincere Roman Catholic priests and Orthodox 
rabbis on Birth Control, but they undoubtedly ap- 
ply to the rank and file of the followers of these 

well-meanlng rehgous leaders 
It is not my purpose to analyze fully and histon- 

cally the opposition whch exrsts m many rehpous 
quarters agalnst the mtehgent supemsion of the 
reproduction of the human specles I thlnk that I 
can understand the basis of t h s  oppos~tion, httle 
as I may sympathme mth ~t Much of the antago- 
nlsm is due to the general mflenbhty of all ortho- 
doxy It 1s based on the attitude whlch char- 
actenzes the stand of these groups not only on 
Blrth Control, but on all rehgous and ethlcal re- 
form It IS the old conflict between revelat~on and 



mspiration, the static and the dynamic, the (LPm- 

ity of supematurahsm versus the dvmity of hu- 
mamty No amount of argument mll ever offset 
t h s  oppowtion It is founded on the dogma of the 
absolute mabrogabhty of what has a t  any tune m 
the past been set down as a theoloqcal or moral 
tenet The tides of tune and mtekgence may hurl 
their waves against this wall to  no avail The souls 
sheltered behmd it often hve modem hves and th~nk  
modem thoughts, but still tend the wall of medeval- 
ism despite the inconsistency of their conduct I 
for one do not condemh them for what they beheve 
My only condemnation is that  they refuse to grant 
others that inahenable nght  of freedom of behef 
and conduct in personal hfe, whch does not in te r  
fere mth another's freedom 

TALMUDIC AUTHOBITY 

As fa r  as the Jew is concerned, even from the 
tradtional Talmudic-Rabbimc point of view there 
is serious questlon as to whether the opposition to  
the use of Birth Control is as uncomprormsing as 
many an Orthodox rabbi of today would have us 
beheve In the 1927 year book of the Central Con- 
ference of Amencan Rabbis, Vol 37, Pages 369 ff , 
there ~s an excellent article on The T d m k - R o b -  
bunsc V w  of Buth Control by Dr  Jacob Z Lau- 
terbach, professor of Talmud a t  the Hebrew Umon 
College at Cmcinnati, Oho, and a world authonty 
m the field of rabbmc hterature I n  the course of 
t h  scholarly article, D r  Lauterbach proves that 
a c c o h g  t o  Talmudc law conjugal relations are 
often pernutted m such manner or under such con- 
dtions as  would make concephon impossible For 
example, rabblmc law not only p e m t s  but even - 
commands sex relations m marnage after meno- 
pause This is definitely, by every inference, a 
statement that sexual mtercourse is not regarded 
from a rabbuucal pomt of new ss solely for the 
purpose of procreation A later rabbimc law goes 
even farther and p e m t s  a men who has never had 
chldren, and thus has not ful6lled the duty of pro- 
creation, to  marry a woman known to be sterde 
Sex relations under such condtions are not only 
not immoral or forbidden, D r  Lauterbach mam- 
tams, but are positively mandatory This interest- 
mg article also goes on to  show that in the case of 
young marned people capable of procreation, the 
same principle obtcuna From numerous sources, 
rabb~nic authonties are quoted who sanction forms 
of sex relations in which conception is regarded as  

prachcally mpossible We even have certam state- 
ments whch, accodmg to  D r  Lauterbach, defi- 
mtely provlde for the use of certain mstrumente 
which in those days were beheved to be contra- 
ceptives. 

A most mtereshng mjunction of Talmudc law 
quoted by D r  Lauterbach lmks up very closely 
mth some of our modem scientdic attitudes toward 
favonng the enforced use of contraceptives, or the 
stenhation of those whose chlldren may become 
dehnquents The ancient rabbis beheved that there 
was a certam drug whch, 9 taken internally, 
would make a person stenle T h ~ s  drug, says one 
authonty, is especially permitted t o  a woman whose 
children are morally corrupt and of bad character, 
and who fears to brmg into the world other moral 
dehquents Jemsh rabbuuc law deh t e ly  de- 
nounces fadure to  propagate m the case of an in- 
dndual, whether that f d u r e  be through some 
practice of contraception or total abstinence Two 
children are required as the mmlmum duty of a 
man toward the race Such a point of new, ~t 
should be remembered, is not a t  all antagomstic to  
modem doctrmes of Blrth Control Accordmg to  
D r  Lauterbach, the teachmg of Talmudc-Rabbm- 
ic autho~~ties  IS that Birth Control is preferable 
to  total abstinence The finer aspects of compan- 
ionship and comradeship to  be found in a happy 
umon are the first thmgs that are emphasized when 
the Bible speaks of marnage The Book of Geneas 
in its ancient legend of the Garden of Eden does 
not say that woman was made m order that man 
should procreate through her, but that man should 
have a "helpmate" The rabbis go even farther, 
and defimtely p e m t  indnduals to  whom chlldren 
mean a menace to  well-bemg or  physical health 
to be free from the duty of propagat~on of the race 
It is sipficant that all pronsions for the use of 
contraceptives as provlded for in rabbimc law re- 
quire the mutual consent of husband and d e  

It may be argued m some orthodox circles that 
there are rabbimc pomts of new whch contradct 
some thmgs which have been mentioned above and 
that these have been the ones most generally sup- 
ported by Orthodox Jemsh reheon Such a state- 
ment, however, cannot deny or dssipate the ex- 
istence of these other opmions pven by authonta- 
tive Jemsh teachers m ancient tlmes 

So much for the attitude against Birth Control 
In the hght of tradtion The modern rehpomst 
mth an mterpretation of hfe that he beheves finds 



~ t s  mvlne lnsplratlon m the dynamlc evolution of 
humamtanan concepts, faces the sltuatlon from a 
Meren t  angle Regardless of dogma or creed of 
past ages, he looks upon sclentlfic knowledge to- 
day as part  of an unfoldmg & m e  revelation By 
the hght of that truth we have been taught that 
certaln harmful physlcal and moral weaknesses are 
handed down to  one's progeny It 1s needless to 
enter Into the well-known &scusslon of heredlty 
versus environment The overwhelming evldence 
seems to mhcate that weaknesses and pre&sposr 
tlons are transmitted, and that it 1s fundamentally 
unmoral to bnng Into the world chlldren who are - 
practically predestmed to a hfe of misfortune and 
horror I n  adhtlon. the modern rehmonlst real- - 
ues that economlc &sab~htles whlch c a ~ o t  be over- 
come In aday,con&t~ons of slums and houslngwhlch 
cannot be erahcated over nlght, and the natlonal 
problems of overcrowding and economlc depression 
whch so often result In war, all demand hmlted 
propagatlon We deplore the reckless ~nMerence 
mth whlch certam intellectual and cultured mdl- 
vlduals, financially equlpped for large famlhes, dls- 
regard thew responslhhtles We feel, however, 
that ~t 1s equally a lapse of sound ethlcs to refuse 
to use ~ntelhgent &scnrmnat~on m reproduction 

The modern rehgomst looks upon the power of 

propagatlon as a dmne g f t  It IS, however, only 
one of qulte a number of dlvlne gdts m the use of 
whlch temperance and lntelllgent supems~on are 
the gulhng pnnclples The employment of con- 
traceptlves as a medlum for over-mdulgence m sex 
relat~ons 1s obviously to be condemned Temper- 
ance must apply here as elsewhere Yet ~t IS abso- 
lutely rldlculous to malntaln that thls temperance 
on the part  of those who feel the sclentlfic need of 
hmltatlon of offspnng must be the practlcally 
total abstinence that 1s necessary ~f sex relat~ons 
are hmited solely to occasions for procreatlon We 
have the power t o  work and labor and acqulre 
worldly goods, but there are certaln pnnclples of 
fair deallng and self sacnfice whlch lunlt thls 
power ~f it 1s to be used ethically So ~t 1s wlth the 
power of procreatlon It 1s utterly untenable and 
unethical to refuse m thls field the conslderatlon for 
consequences that we admlt must apply elsewhere 

Intelligent Blrth Control 1s not an end m Itself 
Soclal justlce of any sort 1s not an end In Itself It 
1s a means, through wh~ch human Me d l  be made 
ncher and happler and more capable of achlevlng 
a sense of truly splntual values Thus B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol becomes for the modern rehgomst not only a 
permlsslble course of conduct, but a &vlne man- 
date 

Conscious Creation-Divinitv in Action 
.I 

By REVEREND L GRISWOLD WILLIAMS 

Dr  WsUk~ns LP Chorrman of the Commsttee on Barth Control of the Umversalrrt 
General Conuentum, mad Mawter of the Church of Our 

Father, Readntg, Pemylwnra  

"Deslre not a multitude of unprofit- 
T f E h l l d r e n ,  nerther dehght m ungodly sons 
Though they multiply, rejolce not m them, except 
the fear of the Lord be m them Trust not thou m 
them hfe, nelther respect them multitude, for one 
that 1s just 1s better~than a thousand, and better 
1s ~t to  me mthout chrldren than to have them that 
are ungodly " Eccl 16 1 

Whlle ~t may seem to  some that a. &scusslon of 
any phase of the sexual hfe of man 1s out of place 
In a church, thls antagonism toward a frank treat- 
ment of the subject 1s of comparatively recent de- 
velopment m the hlstory of rellgon Sex was once 

hgous symbohsm came from ~t Many of the prac- 
tlces of pnrmtive worshlp were ~rra&atlons of thls 
prunal lmpulse Even today when one talks about 
sex, there are those who feel somethmg magcal, 
something In a secret sense devlllsh or evll about ~t 
Through the ages organized rehgon gave mstmc- 
tlons to  mdmduals as to  the nature of their sexual 
hfe, untll puntamsm ldentlfied the natural mth the 
satamc But the tune will come agaln as we grow 
mser, when we shall ralse the sexual hfe mto the 
sphere of worship and b m g  ~t m t h n  the ~ d u e n c e  
of rehgon As a step In that drection it may be 
well to conslder the rehgous aspects of Blrth 
Control held as a manlfestatlon of Qvlmty, and much of re- 



The slogan of the Birth Control movement, 
"fewer and better children," is entirely in accord 
mth  the ancient mse man who wrote that "one 
chlld that is just is better than a thousand " But 
Birth Control, as the conscious determination of 
human beings as to whether or not the sexual rela- 
tion shall result in the creation of another being, 
is a fairly recent issue for the simple reason that 
man's knowledge of hlmself is new The thought of 
controlled conception did not come to primitive 
man, for he was ignorant of any relationship be- 
tween sexual umon and procreat~on. In h s  ~gno- 
rance he could have no idea of controbng birth 
except by m a p ,  and even today many people feel 
there is something of &re mystery and chance con- 
nected wlth the process Many of the objections 
raised agalnst man's abihty to consciously control 
conception are found upon exammat~on to be stdl 
rooted in superstition 

NEW EMPHASIS IN RELIGION 

Before we can see clearly the rehgous aspects of 
Birth Control, we must understand the newer em- 
phasis in rehgon itself, for today its attitude to- 
ward hfe d8ers from that of the past Of old re- 
hgon was something revealed once for all, and em- 
bo&ed in codes and creeds As we moderns accept 
its evolutionary basis, we r eahe  that rehgon is m 
a process of development, codes of ethics change 
from age to age, the symbols man uses to clothe h s  
r e h ~ o u s  expenence vary mth tlme and place and 
person Jesus voiced this ideal when He said to His 
followers, "You have heard certain things m the 
past, but today I say t o  you somethmg new and 
d8erent " 

Another new emphasis m rehgon emerges from 
the recogmtion by man of his g r o w  self-con- 
sciousness, and of h s  abihty to control his own 
destlny T o  the ancient rehgomst, man's Me was 
foreordamed he was put here to go through cer- 
tam processes predetermined by God or Fate Ac- 
ceptance of his lot, and gratitude that lt was no 
worse, made up h s  rehgon. But now we know that 
as offspnng of Divimty there are ln6nlte possibd- 
ities for us, and we are concerned m developlug to 
the best of our capab&ty T h e m  hes the meamng 
of hfe for us, it is not a creepmg through dark 
labynnths m fear, nor the sunple acceptance of 
some mapc scheme of salvation, but the rehant fac- 
ing of the unknown mth the deternunation to  de- 
velop something better All the situations of hfe 
may be opportumties to create somethmg finer 

mthin our spints, all experiences, ~ncluding the 
sexual, may develop the human soul 

I n  the hght of this religous emphasis, then, 
Birth Control takes on definlte religous values 
Obv~ously there are instincts that have outlived 
their biologcal usefulness Certain crude impulses 
in man were necessary to human development on its 
lower levels T o  kill was necessary when pnmitive 
man was preyed upon by the anunals I n  earher 
stagesof social organlzatlon warfareseemed toserve 
a purpose in the lntegratlon of society and the dlf- 
fusion of culture Today man has reached the stage 
where the expression of such an impulse is evll 
rather than beneficla1 To  recogmze that fact, and 
transmute the impulse to a higher plane, mll be the 
greatest and final step in the conquest of war To  
fight, not against his fellows, but against the bhnd 
forces of nature, dlsease, and e d  of every kind 
without and within, is to  hft  the unpulse to the 
splntual plane In the same way the sexual im- 
pulse, uncontrolled, creatlng offsprmg wlthout 
iunit, has reached the end of its biologcal useful- 
ness, the day of its splntual creativity is a t  hand 
We see it transmuted mto a love, conscious of its 
spint wings, as meren t  from the b h d  and brutal 
thlng it was in the beginmng as the rose is m e r -  
ent from the root it springs from From that re- 
l ~ g o u s  viewpoint which sees the Divme cormng to  
its fruition in human self-awareness, the control 
and sublunation of the sex hfe becomes a rehpous 
duty 

GOD BEVEALED I N  HUMAN LOVE 

Other than man, there is no being capable of 
reproduction that has the mtelhgence necessary 
to  regulate its sexual hfe, or to  hut the number 
of its progeny To  bnng any element of nature 
mthin human understandmg is to  progress, to 
learn control of the hidden sprlngs of action and 
their vehcle, the body, is to cooperate mth God 
Conscious creation is &v1111ty in action 

Into the marnage relationshp and the bearing 
of chldren the man and woman of hghest spint- 
uahty bnng an aspiration and an awareness which 
demands knowledge and control of the sexual m- 
pulse They know that God is revealed m human 
love, not in spite of physical umon but also through 
it With that vlsion of marnage, all its elements 
are hfted to a hgher plane On that level the 
church has not done its duty until it has endorsed 
Birth Control and fought to the end to  remove the 
prewnt legal stlgmas upon ~t 



Catholic Principles and Teaching 
- 

on ~ i s h  Control 
By REV DR JOHN M COOPER 

An excerpt from the pamphlet "Btrth Costrol" rssved by the Natronal Catholw 
Welfare Conference, Washsngton, D C as the oflciieial statement of the Catholre 

posttson on B ~ r t h  Control 

M ARRIAGE has a three-fold purpose Flrst 
and pnmar~ly, ~ t s  purpose 1s the begetting 

and reanng of chlldren Secondly, ~t fosters con- 
jugal love and mutual helpfulness between man and 
mfe Thlrdly, ~t allays the dangers of lncontlnence 

Promiscuous or free love relatlons mlght con- 
celvably malntain the existence or being of the race, 
but ~ t s  wellbeing would, under such a regme, suffer 
beyond descrlptlon Marnage makes for the maxi- 

mum wellbeing of the race by provldmg maximum 
and permanent care by both parents in the up- 
bnngmg of children, it ensures the maximum pro- 
tectlon of the mother by the father, it plns down 
responsib~llty on the father by deternunlng clearly 
who the true father 1s 

Marrlage and parenthood are sacred Parents 
are m no figurative sense but hterally the agents 
and representatives of God m reanng children to 
be worthwhle citlzens of the commonwealth of man 
and the commonwealth of God Their task 1s to 
train up souls for thls hfe and for the next Thew 
mission 1s a trusteeship than which none 18 more 
exalted and subllme The vocatlon of a father and 
of a mother 1s a sacrosanct and holy one, so sacred 
that Chnst saw fit to  re-consecrate mamage by 
ralslng it to the d~gmty of a sacrament The Cath- 
ohc C'lurch extols vlrgmty as holy, for those who 
can take it She hkemse honors parenthood as holy 
and sacred And she holds aloft both Ideals in her 
reverence for and devot~on to Mary, Vlren and 
Mother 

b e  and agam, In the hlstory of Chnstlanlty, 
heretical groups have malntalned that marrlage is 
unlawful, and that the exerclse of marltal relatlons 
and the begetting of chlldren thereby 1s slnful The 
Church has consistently condemned m the strongest 
terms this sulcldal positlon Sexual mtercourse 
wlth~n the marnage umon 1s the means &vinely es- 
tabllshed for the propagation of the race But 
such intercourse outslde the mamage unlon stnkes 

a deadly blow a t  all three values that marnage 
protects and that pmm~scuous matlng would utter- 
ly blast For extra-manta1 lntercourse tends to 
bnng chlldren Into the world mthout proper pro- 
vlslon for permanent and maxlmum care of off- 
spring, mthout proper protection of motherhood, 
and without definite determination of paternity and 
paternal responslblhty 

W ~ t h n ,  however, the mantal unlon, lntercourse 
1s not only lawful It 1s mvlnely planned and sanc- 
tloned The vague feehng sometunes met wlth that 
even wlthln the mamage unnlon such relatlons are 
Indecent or llttle short of smful, or only reluctantly 
tolerated by morahty, 1s an outgrowth of vanous 
causes This feehng 1s In no sense an outgrowth of 
Cathohc teachmng, and ~t can find no shadow of 
support therem 

LIMITATION O F  OFFSPEINB 

The Cathohc positlon on the hmltatlon of off- 
spnng IS frequently misinterpreted by non-Cath- 
olics and sometimes misunderstood by Cathohcs 
themselves It does not hold that mamed couples 
are under obhgatlon to  bnng mto the world the 
maxunum number of chldren, to exerclse no fore- 
sight or prudence, to bear offspnng up to the h t  
of physiolopcal fertihty, t o  labor for the mau- 
mum mcrease of the population, to bnng on "an 
avalanche of bab~es" - all regardless ahke of clr- 
cumstances and consequences It holds no brlef for 
imprudence or mtemperance It does emphatically 
stand for mantal chastlty agamst artlficlal pre- 
ventlon of conception 

The questlon-ls not p r m a d y ,  Is  ~t ethcal to  
h i t  the number of offspnng? but rather, What 
method IS ethcally justified in the accomphshment 
of thls end, the method of abstinence and contm- 
ence, or the method of artlficlal prevention? The 
two quest~ons open up profoundly Meren t  ethlcal 



issues I f  a mamed couple elect to  practise con- 
tinence and thus h t  the number of offspmg, they 
mll not be infnngmg on Cathohc principles Such 
hrmtation by contmence may a t  tunes be dlstlnctly 
to  be admsed, as, for mtance, when the motheis 
health or hfe would be seriously j e o p a h e d  by fur- 
ther chldbeanng, or when real destitution may re- 
sult from further additions to the family 

But hmitatlon of offspnng by artificial preven- 
tion of conception is of its very nature m o r a l ,  
and m o r a l  means are not justified by ends how- 
ever good Hamng h a n t a l  relations whlle at the 
same time usmg physiolog.lca1, mechamcal, or other 
means t o  conception is, in accordance mth 
Cathohc ethics, ever and always m o r a l ,  sinful, 
and gnevously smful 

This attitude on the par t  of the Catbohc Church 
is not a mere matter of ecclesiastical legmlation, as 
are, for instance, such laws as those of fastmg dur- 
ing Lent or of abstaining from meat on Fndays 
She has no power to dspense m the premses Her 
standard is not merely a matter of church law It 
is a matter of & m e  law over which the Church 
has no authority except the author~ty of promul- 
gating it and of standmg by lt, come what may 
Artificial prevention of conception 1s ever and al- 
ways gravely smful, just as adultery is 

Such 1s the hlstonc stand of the Cathohc con- 
science What are the ethcal grounds therefor? 
It IS to  the consideration of the more unportant c f 
these grounds that we may now address ourselves 

A detasled condmatrcm of sclch subject8 as 
Pophatson, war ,  Pmerty, Infant-Mortality, Eco- 
nomics am3 Health f ollow8 We suggest readmg t L  
pamphkt m tts entwety -EDITOBIAL NOTE 

The Cathohc position that holds artificial Birth 
Control as admittmg no exception does unquestion- 
ably call a t  times for self-mastery of a hlgh order, 
but, on the other hand, i t  is the one posltion that 
can adequately and in practlce safeguard mdl- 
-dual and collective welfare It may and does in- 
volve m exceptional cases an unselfishness that bor- 
ders upon the heroic, but, lf through exceptions the 
wedge be permitted entrance a t  all, m the end the 
very foundations of the home mll be spht asunder 
It may and does mvolve sometunes real sacrifice on 
the part  of the mdmdual, but the wellbemg and 
hlgher interests of the many are thereby protected 
It may and does involve in certam instances some 
lmmedlate hardship, but in the long run human 
welfare IS incalculably promoted. 

The Catholic position on Birth Control no doubt 
articulates mth  and is orgamcally hnked up to 
Catholic faith and theology - but ln a manner 
totally Merent  from that commonly supposed 
We may do well to outline this articulat~on briefly 
The outhne mll also serve as a partial summary of 
the long and comphcated discussion which has 
formed the body of the present study 

GOD'S CONCEBN FOB H U ~ A N  WELFABE 

God is our Father He loves us He is concerned 
for our temporal as well a s  for our eternal welfare 
His moral law is no arbitrary set of rules It is the 
product of His love for us It is a code that guides 
man's relations to hls Father m heaven and to his 
brethren on earth So fa r  as our brethren on earth 
are concerned, the moral law furthers human wel- 
fare by protecting human nghts and by fulfilling 
human needs God is coerced by HIS very concern 
for our earthly welfare to msist mthout favontlsm 
upon umversal democratic fidehty to  His moral 
law 

Birth Control hurts human welfare most obmous- 
lp by leadlng t o  underpopulation and extmction 
where it is practised But it hurts human welfare 
perhaps even more profoundly m subtler and less 
obvious ways In  ~ t s  essential tendencies, it e b -  
nates from mantal hfe the very elements that throw 
about that hfe the mantle of the sacred and the 
reverent I n  the long run, lt underrmnes higher love 
itself It thus tends to break down the loftier rever- 
ence and love between husband and d e  It isolates 
physical sex gratification from its normal unselfish 
accompaniments and correct~ves, centers attention 
upon the self-regardmg phases of sex, and helps to 
enthrone selfishness and flabbmess a t  the very heart 
of character It reduces the mantal relation to  a 
level not supenor to or Meren t  from the level of 
sohtary vlce and extra-manta1 Indulgence It robs 
the chlld of the natural education that comes from 
gromng up as one of many equals m a normally- 
sized family In  a word, Birth Control tends to  de- 
stroy the finer flower of human character, the hgh- 
er functions of famdy hfe, the loftier sentiments of 
human matmg, and the inner sanctities of the home 

In a t d y  screntsfic age a man would be a8 much 
humdaated and d18graced to  defend the kteral wl- 

spratton of tha Bdle or to oppose Bsrth Control 
as he wOUM be today tf he were compelled t o  travel 
dady down F ~ f t h  Avenue, New York, m am OX-cart 

HABBY ELMEB BABNES 



Another Catholic Viewpoint - 
By REVEREND LEO LEHMAN 

Father Lehman w the pastor of the Chapel of the Good Shepherd, the New York 
branch of the Amencas Catholrc C h r c h  Tha orgamzataon, a3 not alfilaated mth  

the Roman Catholrc Church, but c&rs ttaelf valtdly Catholtc 

T H E  pohcy of ecclesiastical systems to dogma- 
tise In the matter of Blrth Control, as if ~t 

were a purely ethical question, has tended to ob- 
fuscate the issue, and has barred the approach to 
fair  examination whlch would lead t o  a sane m o h  
a g e d  Blrth restnctlon to-day 1s an established 
fact, and however it may have been looked upon in 
the past, has now become an economlc and hygemc 
rather than a moral lssue It has become a fact 
in splte of prohb~tlve laws and Church threats of 
severe splntual penalttes 

The Amencan Cathol~c Church, in accordance 
w th  ~ t s  prmciple of liberty of conscience in all 
things not brectly touching the D~vlne Dispensa- 
tion, lays down no hard and fast rule ~n the deh- 
cate but important matter of birth restnctlon Thls 
Church, whch possesses a vahd Cathohc ministry 
through the unbsputed Apostohc Succession of 
Antloch, (even ante-dating that of Rome), 1s truly 
Cathohc and fundamental m everything essential 
t o  prunitive Chnstiaruty It offers m the Western 
World, a secure refuge for all who seek freedom to 
thmk for themselves on many matters of moment 
not directly touching Ihnne Revelation. It Zeada 
rather than drsves the soul to the knowledge of what 
God t s  lcke,-and to be sure of at It is Cathohc m 
practlce, but Protestant in concept For  the o n g -  
nal protestant conception 1s the thrusting out ~ n t o  
the market-place of the sunple and free teachlng of 
the Incarnate God, m order that the man on the 
street can find out that he may be the son of God 

THE SACBAMENTAL CONFESSION 

The Amerlcan Cathohc Church therefore, leaves 
questions hke Blrth Control to be declded by the m- 
dindual, and lays down no dogmatic rule for man- 
kind as a whole Thls it can accomphsh by its meth- 
od of Sacramental Confession, which M left entirely 
optional I n  the Roman Cathohc Church, the con- 
fessional 1s of httle help m such matters, smce un- 
der the law ~ndvldual circumstances cannot be con- 
sidered If you have disobeyed the law, say so, be 

sorry and begone ' It 1s more than useless for any 
inmvldual Roman Cathollc t o  t ry  to  tempt hls con- 
fessor to bscuss the matter of Blrth Control from a 
sympathetic o r  psychologcal standpolnt Senti- 
ment enters as Mtle lnto such a law m the Roman 
Church, as it does into business All that the pnest 
can do is to  repeat the law of the Church, and that 
closes the door on any further &scusslon 

The result is that we have an unrestricted birth- 
rate among the poor and degenerate, and a lament- 
able dechne in the offspnng of the well-to-do and 
lntelhgent classes 

FREEDOM TO USE JUDGMENT MUST BE ALLOWED 

Man is a rat~onal anunal He has a nght to 
conslder freely and decide for himself on the wse 
ruhng of the a m a l  funct~ons mthm hun To  for- 
b ~ d  hun th~, is to  deny hlm the exercise of his h~gher 
facult~es m favor of hls lower alums1 instmcts 
Nature does not gve  to man that unconscious per- 
fection in the worlung of these instmcts whlch the 
creatures of the anunal world possess, precisely be- 
cause of those hlgher faculties of reason and ~ n -  
telhgence m man, wh~ch enable h m  t o  reflect upon 
and use hls lower instincts to h s  expemency and 
greater perfection 

T h ~ s  does not of course, g v e  everyone the nght 
a pun to  practace contraception. For  the use of 
one's reasomg powers may prove one wrong m 
such a practlce What I Intend to  convey is that no 
organization has the nght to make a law prohibit- 
mg or llcenslng the practice of cpntracept~on for 
all men under all circumstances For  what may be 
justifiable for some may be entirely unlawful for 
others But the freedom should be allowed to all 
to use the judgment of them reasorung powers To  
thls end, expert advlce and counsel from doctor 
and pnest should be available 

It cannot be demed that orgamzatlons hke the 
Roman Church with set pohcles, could, wlthout 
great d&culty, stretch their pnnciples to  meet the 
emergencies so evldent a t  present m the matter of 
mse consideration of birth restnctlon 



Religious Organizations Endorse 
Birth Control 

The New York East Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
adopted the report of ~ t s  Soclal Semce Comrmttee at 

~ t s  meetlng m Brooklyn, April, 1930 

T HE church has recopzed someth~ng of ~ t s  re- phys~clan, the &rector of rel~gous education, or 
spons~b~l~ ty  for happy Chnst~an home hfe by other s~eclallst-who, besides having a clear grasp 

the "speclal adv~ces" 1x1 our Dlsciphne in respect to  of the fundamental pr~nclples of sex morahty, 
marnage and divorce We inqulre whether our would have also an apprec~at~on of modern tenden- 
Board of Education has comphed with the request cles and would be In a posit~on t o  offer rational ad- 
of the General Conference of 1928 "to prepare vlce 
Courses of Study set t~ng forth the pract~cal and In the Interest of morahty and sound sc~entific 
splntual values of marriage, such courses to be knowledge we favor such changes of the law In the 
deslgned for  use among young people In all our States of New York and Connect~cut as will remove 
Church schools, colleges, and un~vers~t~es  " We as- the exlstlng restr~ctlons upon the comrnun~cat~on 
sume that such courses, when prepared, wlll meet by physicians to thew pat~ents of important medl- 
the real needs of our young people, qvmg them cal ~nformatlon on Blrth Control 
such sex educat~on as w~ll llft the entire subject into We recommend that the State of New York en- 
the realm of splntual values act legslation requiring that hcenses to marry 

It 1s the clear duty of the churches t o  offer to  shall be lssued only after publ~c notlce and the 
them young people an opportunity to consult some lapse of a reasonable penod of tlme to be fixed by 
qual~fied advlser - the mmlster, perhaps, or a law 

Paul DuBols, Ch(~~nnmn W H Flnch 
H J Hartman H D Jones 

Cornmattee l? W Shnclev H E Luccoek 

M L. Robinson 
D H T~ppett 
Norman Twlddv - . . - -. . .- - .. 

L W Auman C C Noble C C webher - 
L E Chr~st~an F M North L F Worley 

The Central Conference of American Rabble adopted the report of 
its Social Justice Comm~ss~on at its Convent~on 

in Detroit, June, 1929 

Recognizing the need of exercising great caution 
m dealing mth the dehcate and comphcated prob- 
lem of b ~ r t h  regulation m mew of the w~despread 
&ssolution of the old sanctions affectlug the ~nstl- 
tution of marnage and the tles of fam~ly l ~ f e ,  
earnestly desinng to  guard agalnst play~ng into 
the hands of those who would undermine the & p t y  
and sanctity of these preclous bonds through reck- 
less notlons and practices havlng t o  do mth  sex 
relat~ons , espec~ally m~ndful of the noble tra&tion 
obtaining among the Jemsh people wlth respect to  
the hohness and the crucial unportance of domestic 
relations, but reahmg a t  the same tlme the many 

senous ev~ls caused by uncontrolled parenthood 
among those who lack the prerequisites of health 
and a reasonable measure of econormc resources 
and mtelhgence to qve  to  their ch~ldren the hen- 
tage to wh~ch they are ent~tled, 

We, the Central Conference of the Amencan 
Rabb~s, urge the recogn~tion of the importance of 
the control of parenthood as one of the methods of 
coplng mth social problems 

We furthermore recommend to  the executive 
board of the Central Conference of Amer~can 
Rabbis that a portion of next year's program be 
devoted to  one or more papers on t h ~ s  subject 

Edward L Israel, Cha8mm Harry W Ettleson Samuel Koch 
Bernard J Bamberger G George Fox E d  W Leipvger 

Cm'mattee Henry J Berkomts Ephraun Frisch Samuel S Mayerberg 
Rudolph I Coffee Samuel H Goldenson Vlctor E Re~chert 
Abraham Cronbaeh Sidney E Goldste~n Lous Wolsey 

Ferdtnand M Isserman 



The Urnvendst General Convention adopted the report of its 
Committee on Bvth Control at Its Convent~on 

in Washmgton, October, 1929 

It is our obhgation as sentient beings to recog- 
mze the facts of hfe whlch growing experience re- 
veals It 1s our added duty, as members of a rehgous 
body that proclaims rehgxon as an exalted way of 
hvlng, to deal with these facts m a consecrated 
fashlon, and use them t o  highest ends 

Your Committee was appointed to  investigate 
the relationship between r e h ~ o u s  hwng and the 
practlse of Birth Control I n  a survey of the field 
we find that the control of conceptlon 1s not a 
theory which we may accept or re~ect,  but 1s actu- 
ally one of the most important facts of modern life, 
pvlng to man the power to control the future of 
the race 

MISCONCEPTIONS 

Misconceptions as t o  the purpose of Blrth Con- 
trol largely grow out of the confusion of contra- 
ception mth abort~on and obscene practises, whlch 
arose through the passage of the Comstock laws by 
Congress and twenty-four states in 1873 These 
laws prohibited the transmssion of all contracep- 
tive knowledge, although contraception itself 1s 
not ~ l l e ~ a l ,  and mehcal sclence and obscenity were 
mcluded m one 111-considered prohlbitlon 

DEFINITION 

Blrth Control 1s the prevention of conceptlon 

only, and is not the destruction of embryonic life, 
which 1s abortlon It Involves the conscious con- 
trol of procreation, mth resultant important bear- 
ings on soclal and ~ndivldual hfe The more Im- 
portant for our purpose are as follows 

The repwt  ss&mzts a comderatsm of Interno- 
ttonal Peace, S o c d  Welfare, The Chzld, Cmne, 
Vzce, Zllegztmacy, Abort- The Famcly, Parent- 
hood, and pozmts out the relatam between these 
problems and Btrth Control Space comsderatwna 
have necessatated om~ttzng thw v o l d l e  ma tend  
-EDITOBIAL NOTE 

This committee finds that Blrth Control is one 
of the most practicable means of race betterment, 
and hereby recommends 

1 That this Convention urge the mmediate re- 
peal of such federal and state laws as interfere wlth 
the prescription of contraception by phys~clans, 
and 

2 That where legal bamers do not m s t ,  social- 
ly mnded persons be urged to estabhsh m every 
center of population chmcs where those neehng 
~t may receive contraceptive advlce under medlcal 
superv~s~on 

L Griswwd Wdllams, Chasman Herbert P Morrcll 
Commsttee Mahn M Bmwn Cornellus A Parker 

Effie McCollum Jones Agnes M Safford 

ONE of the main objects of eugemcs is to  regu- 
late matlng m such a way that healthy proge- 

ny 1s produced Now it is probable that this can 
be attained only when a normal erotization occurs 
in both parents, first, because an ind~vldual who 1s 
normal m thls respect, mll have a better chance of 
choosing for a mate another mdvldual who is sex- 
ually normal In every respect, secondly, because 

an mdwdual who is normal m this way is hkely to 
produce normal generatlve cells, and to  have a 
somatic constitution such as is necessary for nor- 
mal utenne development, normal parturition, and 
normal nutrition of the progeny But the occur- 
rence of normal erotizatlon, sex characters, and 
posslbly generative cells, depends on a normal pro- 
duction of sex hormones 



The Perversion of a Natural Faculty 
J 

By E BOYD BARRETT 

Dr  Barrett w a Catholsc, an ea-Jemt p a t ,  and the m t h w  of ''Whik Peter 
fleepa" and "The Jenut E v a "  He belwvea that the Catholtc Church emZl 

graaudly moa~fy 1t8 ottttude on ~ t r t h  co la t ro~  

T HE Roman Cathohc layman beheves that the 
Church has fixed forever a11 that concerns mar- 

riage and sex and Birth Control Further he 
believes that the lopc of the Church IS ummpeach- 
able m these matters, and that her theology pre- 
sents an unassailable front 

This behef of the Roman Cathohc layman is 
more cremtable to  h s  piety than to his ~ntelhgence 
Very much of the Church's doctnne m respect of 
marnage and sex is and has has ever been ~n a state 
of flux And, as I hope to show, it is urgently in- 
cumbent on the Church to reconsider her present 
equivocal position on Birth Control 

Throughout the history of the Church wnpedi- 
ments to mamage have been constantly changng 
Some are set up only to  be presently removed Un- 
til Trent there was no Tametac decree After Trent 
this decree, regulating mlxed mamages, was ap- 
plied in some places and not ~n othem Then came - - 
the Ne T e w e  some twenty years ago, and even the 
Ne Ternere is not everywhere apphed. Now ~t would - - 
seem that mth the advance of the sclence of social 
hypene and the better knowledge we have of the 
laws of heremty the Church may set up a new Im- 

pedunent Although Rev D r  John A Ryan tells 
us "The Church has never estabhshed any Impem- 
ment to matrimony on the mere ground of the kmd 
of offspnng that mlght be expected to result" (cf 
Fanaily Lmstatson, Paulist press, p 18) he pres- 
ently ( p  20) and, as ~t seems, most incons~stently 
adds "It is not imposs~ble that the Church may 
some gay institute a new matrimonial impedunent 
whlch m11 exclude those whose umon is a soc~aI 
danger" (1 e on account of syphihtic offspnng) 
Anyhow, ~t is clear that D r  Ryan recogmzes the 
instabhty of the Church's matnmomal laws 

In respect of sex the Church has changed her 
teach~ng ~n many ways I n  early days unmarned 
deacons and deaconesses were allowed to  sleep to- 
gether "as brother and slster," but that practice 
was stopped Nakedness in adult bapt~sms was 
once allowed but it no longer exlsts The castration 
of boys destlned to  sing-in the Sistme Choir was 

more hberal m some respects than she used to be 
Soldiers and sa~lors may, in view of the Vermeersch 
teachmg, avad themselves of prophylactic treat- 
ment on such "evenings off' as they foresee may 
eventuate In dissipation Many activities for wom- 
en, such as bicycle-nding, nuxed bathing, "making 
up" which were once considered sins of immodesty, 
are now allowed Things once forb~dden, m the 
int~mate hfe of a mamed couple, are no longer for- 
b~dden Under pressure of the pubhc oplnion and 
moral sense of the Church's children, and also un- 
der pressure of reason, the Church wlll change her 
position in regard to Birth Control 

I n  this paper I propose to indcate the funda- 
mental weakness of the Cathohc position in t h s  
whole matter I take Rev Dr John A Ryan's ex- 
position (cf Famdy L m t a t w s  pp 6, 6,) of the 
Cathohc theory as the most authoritative t o  be 
found m t h s  country Dr Ryan argues against 
Birth Control on the grounds that it lnvolves the 
msuse of a natural faculty "To exercise a faculty 
m such a way as to prevent it from attaining its 
natural end or object 1s t o  act contrary to  nature " 
(p  6 ) He continues 'When the faculty IS so used 
that the very use of it renders the fulfillment of its 
very purpose nnpossrble it 1s perverted, used un- 
naturally, and therefore slnfully " Then he goes 
on to  quote Rev Dr Crornn's S c m e  of Ethrca p - 
130, " to  use a natural faculty in such a way 
as to  make its natural end lmposs~ble of realzation 
is intrinsically unnatural and bad " 

The facdty argument is the one and only argu- 
ment of the Church against Birth Control that 
has philosophical and theologcal weight It is the 
maaterplece of the theolog~cal reasoning against 
Birth Control, and very ternfplng for those devout 
Cathohcs who hear it and do not examine ~t On it 
is based the Church's condemnation of contracep- 
tion, and the Church's doctnne that it is a mortal 
sin for Cathohcs to practice Birth ControL 

However in one who examines the argument 1x1 the 
llght of hls knowledge of Cathohc teachlng m other 
matters, there anses a feehng of shame at the m- 

once tolerated On the-other hand the Church is (Contsmwd on page IB) 



P O P U L A T I O N  S E C T I O N  
Edzted by  GUY IRVING BURCH 

Ezecutave-Becretavy, Popvlatwn Reference Bureau 

TWO of the most unportant happenings con- 
cerning the populatlon problem in the past 

month are the Unlted States census and the art~cle 
<'A Nstlon of Elders in the Mak~ng", by Thompson 
and Whelpton, which was published In The A w n -  
con Mercury 

Thompson and Whelpton are of the oplnlon that 
our populatlon in 2000 A D mll not exceed 185,- 
000,000, and, they say, ~t is qulte Uely that ~t m11 
be considerably less The downward trend m the 
b~rth-rate should meet the downward trend m the 
death-rate about 1960, and omng to  a larger per- 
cent of the populatlon m the older age groups, the 
death-rate wdl for a tlme exceed the b~rth-rate 
The lncrease m older people mll be largely offset 
by the decrease m those under twenty, and the pro- 
por t~on of the populatlon m the most reproductive 
ages mll change but httle 

When the layman hscovers that the rate of pop- 
ulation growth 1s slowlng down, that the death- 
rate will exceed the b~rth-rate, and that the popula- 
tlon wlll become stabhzed, o r  may actually de- 
crease, he may become alarmed But Thompson 
and Whelpton see no reason for alarm "Far from 
regarhug a slow populatlon growth mth  dlsmay," 
wnte these authontles, "we should look forward to  
~t mth  eagerness because ~t w d  g v e  us tlme, en- 
ergy, and funds to spend on unprovlng the quahty 
of our hvlng " 

The practice of contraceptlon wlll play a major 
part  in lmprovlng the quahty of our livlng, and 
whle the number of children per famlly mll be less 
when contraceptlon has spread to  the so-called 
lower classes, the greater reduction wlll be m the 
less fortunate classes of the populatlon, as 1s now 
the case of Stockholm 

Accordmg to the charts of Thompson and 
Whelpton, the Negro population in t h s  country 
m11 decrease from 10 per cent t o  9 per cent between 
1929 and 1975, and the forelgn whlte will decrease 
from 13 per cent to 6 per cent 

m l e  there may not be a rapld lncrease of people 

to  buy goods In the future, those who are here mll 
have more money to spend, and for a greater var~ety 
of goods When all of the different factors are 
carefully considered the changes that are now tak- 
Ing place m the composltlon of the populatlon 
would seem to be of advantage both blologcally 
and economcally to future civlhation 

In  analyzing the economlc causes of war for the 
League of Nat~ons, Andre Siegfried, the French 
economst who wrote Amenca Comes of Age, tells 
us in h ~ s  mews on the dangers of expansion that po- 
lltical solutions, based on force, may be reached in 
these problems, but "it 1s prudent to  remember that 
there is no biologcal solution," and that in the long 
run ~t 1s difficult $ not unpossible to  struggle 
agalnst a b~ologcal lack of equlhbnum Dlkes 
agalnst 1-gration, he says, "mil last only so 
long as a country is strong enough to malntaln 
them, but the pressure mll contlnue meanwh~le and 
ml1 probably express Itself in other forms " 

A century of mass emgration and bloody con- 
&cts should have convinced M Siegfned that 
neither emgratlon or war, or both together, 1s an 
effective means of solvlng the dangers of expansion 
Emlgratlon w~thout b ~ r t h  regulation merely stlm- 
ulates the b~rth-rate of the emigrant-exporting 
country and the situation is as bad as before Con- 
traceptlon, not em~gratlon, is the real cure for pop- 
ulatlon pressure, and ~t seems that restrict~on m 
this country 1s b r ~ n g ~ n g  the fact home to the coun- 
tnes of Europe, as the decrease m thew blrth-rates 
would seem to lndlcate So long as emigration 1s 
considered an effectlve means ok rehevlng over- 
populatlon mthout birth regulation, we shall con- 
tlnue to have chaos m international relations 

Even worse Chxnese famlne con&tions than had 
previously been reported were described in a report 
by Grover Clark, assistant &rector the Chlna In- 
ternational Famlne Rehef Co-ssion, received by 
mall from Talyan, Shansi, Chma, and made pubhc 
February 22nd Two mlhon cted in Shansl alone 
durlng 1929, says Mr Clarke, and another 2,000,- 



000 are practically certain t o  &e from stawation 
before the next harvest 

The opponents of contraception t ry  t o  tell us 
that  Chma and In&a are two of the most under- 
developed countnes in the world as regards natural 
resources, and that industnaksm is the solution of 
their problems of population pressure Such popu- 
lation authonties as Professor Warren Thompson 
put no stock m t h s  talk, and a h t  qu t e  frankly 
that the only possible solution for Chma's problem 
is Birth ControL 

"!C'urnmg to  the Pacific watershed," says Dur- 
bar Embick, in a recent article in the New York 
Tnnes (Apnl 13), ' in China, its major economic 
area, we find also cr dense population hmng with but 
scant margm over its m i m u m  subsistence require- 
ments Although well-endowed mth coal, it is, con- 
sidenng its area and population, notably deficient 
in reserves of iron ore " Without sufficient iron ore, 
industriahsm m Chma is hopeless, especially m the 
face of her dense and rapidly breehng population 

"Fertile as is the sod of Inma," continues Mr 
Embick, "its population is so dense that it is haht-  
ually undernounshed I ts  reserves in coal and iron 
are adequate to  support only a comparatively small 
degree of national industnahzation, and cannot af- 
ford a basis for any matenal increase In her wealth 
or population " 

France is becoming more alarmed about her 
population growth as the excess of deaths over 
births in 1929 was 12,564 'While the fact of a 
stationary population in France has been a com- 
monplace for half a century," comments the New 
Y w k  Tvmes, "it is only of late that the true reason 
has come to be recognized I t  1s not too few births 
but altogether too many deaths " 

The United States is not the only country that 
is strugghng with the problems of unemployment 
and farm rehef During February and the first 
half of March the German government was still 
grapphng mth senous unsolved problems, includ- 
ing finance reform, unemployment and farm relief 
The federal budget is entirely upset by unforeseen 
grants of 250,000,000 marks (Mark $0 238572) 
for emergency unemployment rehef Unemployment 
has increased despite mdd weather Mid-February 
recipients of ormnary and emergency relief num- 
bered 2,600,000 or 75,000 above the previous year's 
figures dunng a severe muter 

It is estimated that 3,700,000 Amencan wage 
earners were out of work in the month of February 
1930 Mass immigration and the rapid replace- 
ment of men by labo~samng demces are gen- 
erally considered two fundamental causes of un- 
employment m this country T o  meet such con- 
ditions in the future, the Unlted States as well as 
European countnes wdl have to  have a firmer 
control of the birth-rate 

PERVERSION O F  A NATURAL FACULTY 
(Contsnusd from page 161) 

consistency and hshonesty of the whole piece of 
reasoning Even granting that Birth Control does 
imply an interference mth  nature and a frustra- 
tion of nature's supposed end, what of i t ?  Why 
should such a frustration be called a mce, and be 
regarded as a mortal sin? Other and more unpor- 
taut frustrations of nature are passed over as mere 
imperfections and are not regarded as mortal sins 
Let me gwe one m point To  eat is no less a natural 
faculty than to beget It is, of course, more funda- 
mental, for mthout eating how could there be be- 
getting? T o  eat is in harmony mth nature, called 
for by nature, and its end is the hgestion of the 
food eaten and the rebuilding of the body through 
the assimilative processes But suppose t h s  fact& 
t y  be misused, be frustrated? What then? 

If a Cathohc penitent told his pnest in confes- 
sion that "he perverted a natural faculty," the 
pnest would look grave and ask what he &d while 
mak~ng ready to scold h m  for the use of contracep- 
tives But if the pemtent went on to say "Father, 
I ate food, and then I put my finger on my tongue 
and made myself vomit," the pnest would laugh 
If the pemtent, being scrupulous, persisted and 
asked "But Father, wasn't that the perversion of 
a natural faculty 2" the pnest would have to an- 
swer "Yes, ct was t L  pemerswn of a natural fact& 
Zy, but st wasn't a mortal sw " 

From this mstance, (for the crudeness of which 
I ask my readers' pardon) it m11 be clear that  en. ct- 
self "the pewersion of a natural faculty," even of 
the most important natural faculty, that of eating, 
is almost a matter to  laugh at, and a t  most a mat- 
ter to  blush a t  Yet it is upon the theory of a sup- 
posed intrinsic wickedness in such perversions of 
natural faculties that the Church bases her con- 
demnation of Birth Control 



Book Reviews 
WHILE PETER SLFBPS, by E Boyd Barrett hand, and the modem world m which Cathohcs 

Zves Washbum, New Yosk $3 00 actually live mth all of us on the other hand, 1s 

W HILE PETER SLEEPS," by Doctor E 
Boyd Barrett, 1s a beautifully clear, f a ~ r  

and unemb~ttered analysis of modem Cathollclsm 
by a psycho-analyst of penetrating power Thls 
reviewer 1s under no llluslons that  the Roman Cath- 
ollc Church is the sole customan of medlaeval, as 
contrasted mth modem rehgon Only recently he 
heard one of the most talked of Protestant minis- 
ters of hls own Commumon say rather heatedly, 
"I am an ardent Tnmtanan," as though Tnmtar- 
1anlsm.were an issue In modem rehgon 1 It amazed 
h m  just as ~t would have amazed-hm durlng the 
recent Hoover-Smith campaign to have heard the 
cry, "I am an ardent Cleveland supporter 1" Never- 
theless, the leaven of freedom has gone far In many 
Protestant Commumons compared to ~ t s  slow pro- 
gress m Roman Cathohclsm 

Doctor Barnett, however, makes clear that there 
1s more progress among Cathohcs than most out- 
siders know The andity with which many pnests 
and other Cathohcs are devounng the book is a 
hopeful slgn that aged eccleslast~c~l systems can- 
not set people apart forever To readers of the 
BIBTE CONTEOL REVIEW, ~t ml1 be heartenlng to 
reahze that many pnests and nuns (or slsters) in 
the Cathollc fold are teachmg the chlldren under 
their care how beautiful and lovely sex can be, 
when crowned mth love 

To students of the sex problem the chapters of 
speclal Interests mll hkely be "Should Pnests 
Marry ?", "Angehcal Punty", "Moral Sm", "The 
Confessional", "Canon Law Marriages", "Enlgmas 
of Catholicism", and "The Sub-conscious -A* 
athema Sit'" The book presents one of the most 
fasc~nating analyses of Cathohcism as a whole that 
t h ~ s  renewer has ever seen The sly, sparkling m t  
that enters on almost every page provokes thls 
warrung, "Do not commence the volume after sup- 
per, ~f you want t o  retlre that same evenmg" 

The recopt lon of the essent~al correctness of 
~ t s  analysis-has been shown m the pen grenades 
hurled by supporters of the anclent ecclesiastical 
system a t  the author, hunself a Cathohc Thls mll 
but lend mterest to students of psycho-analysis 
The basic confllct early instilled ~ n t o  the chlld be- 
tween an anclent and decadent theology on the one 

done In such fine fashlon that we hope Doctor Bar- 
rett may soon wnte a volume that will go more 
thoroughly Into the vanous sex repressions that 
medlaeval rehglon, both Catholic and Protestant, 
st111 advocates 

As a mlnistel to  whom Catholics, Protestants 
and Jews are always comlng for advlce on prob- 
lems connected mth sex, this renewer can heartlly 
recommend Whab Peter Sleep8 as sound in psy- 
chology, comprehensive In contents, entlclng m 
style and humamtanan in splnt 

GEORGE MAYCHIN STOCKDALE 

RELIGION I N  HUMAN AFFAIRS, by Clifford 
Kirkpatnck John Wtby and Sons, New York 
$4 50 

0 NE of the &fficulties in the study of rehgon 
has been the lack of a umform method of ap- 

proach As rehpon 1s an lnterpretatlon of the 
umverse, ~t is possible to approach ~t from any 
angle, and as a result we have rehgon as treated by 
blologsts, theologans, anthropologsts, physi- 
clsts, and all the vanous types of speciahsts that 
mlngle In our modern world These treatments 
make one wonder whether the dflerent wrlters are 
talking about the same thmg 

Dr  Klrkpatrick has made a mstlnct contnbu- 
tlon toward cleanng up thls confusion It 1s st111 
true that rellgon 1s regarded chiefly as a matter of 
belief or formula, a Chnstlan dflenng from a Jew 
or a Mohammedan on matters of doctnne and the- 
ology rather than on ways of hfe Dr  K~rkpatnck 
deserves our thanks for brmgng Into the rlght 
perspect~ve mth doctnne the mportant factors of 
emotlon and behavlor, and mth hls tralnlng as a 
soc~olog~st, he 1s able to show how rehgIon should 
be stumed as a social phenomenon He is quite nght 
In emphaslzlng the fact that a rehgon reflects the 
clnllzat~on of the people who hold it, and that re- 
hgous sanctions are always mvoked to enforce any 
ways of behavior which have become habltual He 
makes clear the fact that the content of reheon 
1s determined by soclety, but h s  soclal polnt of 
vlew does not make h m  neglect the unportance of 
individual variation as shown by the great religious 



It might be said in cntlclsm that neither D r  
Kirkpatnck nor anyone else has the background 
necessary for the adequate treatment of such a 
theme To  treat rehgon properly one should be 
master of the whole domain of human culture, 
which is nupossible Nevertheless he shows a mde 
sympathy and knowledge &s dustrations are 
drawn from the most p m t ~ v e  people to  the most 
cultured, and cover the whole range of hstory Of 
necessity they are often taken from secondary 
sources, but they are apt, and present a surpns- 
ingly complete p ~ d u r e  of the subject of the book, 
Rekpon en Htbmas Affotrs 

It is to  be regretted that  in his treatment of 
science and rehgon, D r  Erkpatnck was not able 
to include the reactions of other relg~ons than 
Chnstiamty possessing well developed tkeologes, 
such as Islam and Buddhism, to the development of 
modern science The author seems very f a r  m h s  
statements mth  regard to  positions mth whlch he 
is not in sympathy, such as Fundamentahsm He 
1s also to  be thanked for mcludmg what most gen- 
eral books on rehgon have lacked, an account of 
the views of modern Amencan ethnologsts hke 
Goldenweiser, Radm and Lome A few shps, such 
as "Protestant Germany of the fifteenth century" 
do not affect the real contnbution whch D r  Kirk- 
patnck has made to  the study and knowledge of 
rehgon 

J I( SEBYOCK 

BLOOD GROUPING I N  RELATION TO 
LEGAL AND CLINICAL MEDICINE, by 
Laurence H Snyder, Sc D , W d u m  and Wd- 
krna Co , Boltnnore $6 00 

P ARENTAGE may seem far  removed from 
blood groups Yet every parent transnuts 

to h ~ s  child an inhentance causing his blood to fall 
into 6ne of four groups, as determined by the 
clumping of h s  red blood cells in a foreign serum 
The chlld can have his particular group when and 
only when his parents transrmt t o  hnu an inhen- 
tance capable of f o m n g  the particular group 
Furthermore, when the mother's blood group is 
known, the father's blood group can only be one of 
a h t e d  number, frequently only of one kind A 
knowledge of the chlld's and the mother's blood 
groups thus fumsh  a posit~ve test of the blood 
group of the father, or m disputed cases is fre- 
quently diagnostic of the parentage Blood group- 

ing 1s thus of mmedlate mterest to students of 
human affairs 

Dr  Snyder has performed a real semce m b n n g  
ing together thls scattered hterature and sumrnar- 
izing it in a pleasmg style Besides a discussion of 
the technique of blood groups he gwes us the his- 
toncal aspects of the development of the science 
from the discovery of the fundamental facts m 1900 
and its subsequent development down t o  the present 
day The data are coonhated mth  three mpor- 
tant problems First and most mmehately 
mg m c h c a l  medlcme was that of blood trans- 
fusion Here the blood p u p s  fumahed the key 
for the irregularities observed p m o u s l y  and pro- 
mded a solution of these CLfhcult~es for the subse- 
quent work The lnhentance of the Meren t  p u p s  
was then detemuned and studled m its relation to 
pa t emty  and legal medlcme The t h r d  broad 
problem discussed 1s that of the beanng blood 
groups may have on the types of to 
whlch an mdwdual may be susceptible 

The book collects m the space of 160 pages a 
subject matter havlng a dlrect beanng on us all 

JOHN W GOWEN 

Books Received 
So YOUTH MAY KNOW, NEW VIEWPOINTS ON SEX 

AND LOVE, by Roy E Dickerson Assocuatwa 
Press, New York $2 00 

ERZIEHUNG znR LIEBE, by Dr  Hannch Dehmel- 
Prof Paul Oestreich Mas Verlag, Berlnt 

Hu~aNlsaa A NEW RELIGION, by Charles Fran- 
CIS Potter Smon and S c h t e r ,  New York 
$1 50 

SHATTERING HEALTH SUPERSTITIONS, by D r  Mor- 
n s  Rshbein Horace Lsvenght, New York 
$2 00 

SOCIAL CONTROL O F  THE MENTALLY DEFICIENT, 
by Stanley P Dames Crowetl, New York 
$3 00 

THE NORMAL DIET, by Dr  W D Sansum C V 
Mosby Co , St Lows, Mo $1 60 

AMERICAN CHARITIES AND SOCIAL WORK, by Amos 
G Warner, Stuart A Queen and Ernest B 
Harper Crowell, New York $3 75 

I s  SEX NECESSARY? on WHY You FEEL THE WAY 

You Do, by James Thurber and E B White 
Harper, New York $2 00 

FAMILY COUNCIL LAW IN EUROPE The Eugence 
Socwty, London 3s 6d 



News 
UNITED STATES 

T H E  Amencan Birth Control League is a mem- 
ber of the Natlonal Conference of Social Work, 

to be held In Boston from June 6th t o  14th Birth 
Control sessions mll take place on June 10th 
and 12th Among the speakers already scheduled 
are Professor Thomas Nlxon Carver, Owen R 
Lovejoy, Joseph Lee, E Boyd Barrett, D r  I r a  
S Wile, and D r  Clarence R Skinner 

The Committee on Federal Legslatlon for Blrth 
Control announces the proposed amendments to  
Sectlons 334 and 396 of Tltle 18, and Section 135 
of Title 19 of the Uluted States Code, as follows 

The provlslon of thls Section shall not apply 

(1) to information relating to the prevention of 
conceptlon published either within or wlthout the 
United States by a government agency, medlcal 
society, medical school, medlcal college or m d c a l  
journal, or repnnted by any lndindual or organ- 
izatlon after such pubhcatlon, or 

(2) to  informatlon relating to the prevention of 
conceptlon sent by a hcensed physlclan, hospital 
or chnzc to another licensed physician, hospltal or 
to a patlent, or 

(3) to  informatlon r e g a d n g  the names and ad- 
dresses of licensed physic~ans, hospitals and chmcs 
in the State of destination which gve  adnce relat- 
Ing to the prevention of conception, or 

(4) to  any artlcle, drug, medlcine or thing for 
the prevent~on of conceptlon sent from wlthm or 
mthout the Unlted States t o  a bona fide wholesale 
or retail dealer m mehcal supphes or a hcensed 
physician, hospltal or chnlc or sent by a hcensed 
physician to a patlent 

The American Eugemcs Soclety and the Eugen- 
~ c s  Research Assoclatlon mll hold thew annual 
meetings on May 17th a t  the Hotel McAlpin, New 
York Henry Prat t  Falrchdd, president of the 
Eugenics Soclety, and Dr  Clarence G Campbell, 
president of the Research Association will speak 
Papers and reports m11 also be presented 

NEW YOBK Mrs Sanger spoke In Syracuse on 
Apnl 8th on "The Need for Birth 

Notes 
Control in Amenca " The meeting, which was well 
attended and enthusiastically supported by the 
press, was arranged jointly by the Syrrrcuse Chap- 
ter of the Amencan Blrth Control League and the 
Syracuse League of Women Voters 

The Commttee on Maternal Health held its 
annual open meeting on March 19th D r  Dickin- 
son reported that more than twenty-five new Blrth 
Control centres have been opened in the past two 
years in the Umted States There are now fifty- 
five chmcs in twenty-three citles of twelve states 
The Blrth Control chnlc, according to  D r  Dlckin- 
son, wlll lnevltably become a "mamage advice" 
station and health centre The other speakers were 
D r  Haven Emerson, D r  Frederlc E Sondern and 
Dr  I ra  S Wlle 

OHIO Under the sponsorsh~p of the Brush Foun- 
datlon and the Adult Education Associa- 

tlon, Dr  Warren S Thompson lectured a t  Western 
Reserve Umvers~ty in Apnl He sald 

Birth Control 1s the greatest invention of man 
m our tlme, and I beheve that the practlce of 
Blrth Control wlll be universal m the next gen- 
eratlon It wlll be classed, in the hstory of 
the human race, with the hscovery of the uses of 
fire, of the principle of the wheel, and the In- 
ventlon of the pnntlng press 

PENNSYLVANIA The Speakers' Bureau of the 
Pennsylvania Blrth C o n t r o 1 

League 1s supplying speakers for many groups 
Among the orgamzations to  whlch ~t recently sent 
speakers are the Hospltal Nurses Assoclat~on, the 
Industrial Nurses Association, both of Philadel- 
phlle, the Bethlehem Welfare Agencies, the Bethle- 
hem Women's Club and the Y W C A ,  meetlng 
jo~ntly, and the Womodasis Club of Bywood The 
last named club 1s an auxhary of the Masomc 
order, and has endorsed Blrth Control 

A committee has been formed in Bethlehem, con- 
slsting of Mrs R M Walls, Mrs George De 
Schwelnltz, Mrs Oliver Holton and Mrs H S 
Walker A large pubhc meetlng 1s planned Mrs 
A C Martin, Executive Dvector of the League, 
spoke a t  an organuation meetmg a t  the home of 



Mrs Harry McKeen, in Easton O5cers were 
elected as follows Mrs Bolton Love, Mrs R S 
Knapp, Mrs J Lucien Jones and Mrs W J 
George 

ENGLAND 

CONFERENCE on the Givlng of Informa- A tlon on &rth Control by Pubhc Health Au- 
thontles was held ~n Westminster, London, on 
Apnl4th  Mrs Edith How-Martyn, to  whom we 
are ~ndebted for a complete report of the confer- 
ence, wntes 

Over six hundred persons were present, many 
of whom represented publlc health authonties, 
maternity and child welfare centres and women's 
welfare and Birth Control chrucs A resolution 
"calhng upon the Muustry of Health and Pubhc 
Health Authonties to  recogmze the desirabihty 
of making available medical information on 
methods of Birth Control to persons who need it 
on memcal grounds," was passed by a large 
majority, only three persons voting against it 

We thmk that the Conference was a great suc- 
cess It was a great pleasure to  us to  have 
Kitty Marion helping mth the hterature stall 

We regret that space does not permit us to  pnnt  
Mrs Martyn's report in full Excerpts follow 

The momng's session was devoted to study- 
ing the background of the problem, and the 
opening address on the economic aspects of the 
question was gven by Mr Harold Wnght, 
edltor of The Nutson, and author of a book on 
PopuJatrm Mr Harold Chapple, seruor 
gynaecologst of Guy's Hospital then spoke on 
Blrth Control in its relation to Maternal Health 

Dr  Helena Wright, the mehcal o5cer of the 
North Kensington Woman's Welfare Centre, 
spoke from expenence of the beneficial effects 
of sound Birth Control advlce on maternal 
health There are, she said, bad forms of Birth 
Control, and with these they had nothmg to  do 
Persons who condemned Birth Control on medl- 
cal grounds often failed to  distinguish between 
the good and the bad There seemed a consensus 
of opinion that clinics set up excusively for g v -  
mg Birth Control advlce, and labelled as such 
would fail in ~ h e l r  purpose, and it became evi- 
dent that such matters of detail would have to be 
left to local authonties to work out for them- 

selves A statement by the Mimster of Health, 
Mr  Arthur Greenwood that "hs theory of local 
government was a very simple one - g v e  local 
authonties the maxlrnum power and ht them 
hard on the head if they h d  not use it" ( Jo r rnd  
of Pubkc B d m w t r a t w n  January, 1930) was 
quoted by Councillor Mrs Thurtle from Shore- 
&tch, and those attendmg the Conference were 
urged to use them influence mth their local au- 
thonties to persuade them to  explore the possl- 
bilities of taking action in the matter 

JAPAN 

CCORDING to the newspaper Tokyo N I C L  A N w b  the Japan B ~ r t h  (2ontrd Association 
is completmg plans for opening a Birth Control 
o5ce m Tokyo this spnng It ml1 be known as the 
Eugenics Consultation office and Birth Control 
d be taught from the standpomt of eugemcs only 

PORT0 RICO 

T HE scientific reduction of the birth-rate has 
lately been advocated by Vincente Geigel Pol- 

anco before the House of Representatives He 
argued that "if the problem consists of findmg a 
remedy for the insufficient means of sustalnance 
of the rapidly increasing population, it is reason- 
able to assume that the answer consists in h t i n g  
the population That which was previously con- 
demned as moral turpitude has today become a 
necessity " Senators Echevarna and Reyes sup- 
ported M Polanco in his plea for the removal of 
legal restrictions on Birth Control 

D r  J C Vaughan of New York, recently re- 
turned from Porto Rico, reports great economic 
distress and urgent need for Birth Control He 
spoke a t  several meetings in Porto Rico 

What is threatenmg the national existence is the 
excessive breehng and the keeping alive of defec- 
tive, 1ne5cient people, whom, before recent civihza- 
tion became so kind t o  the unfit, Nature would have 
killed out in the s t ~ g g l e  for existence They are 
now helped and fostered, and this gves an exces- 
sive, unbalanced breedmg from the wrong end of 
the scale of social intelh&nce and physical health 
Constructive Birth Control helps to nght  the bal- 
ance intelligently, and thus to save the race 

MAsm C STOPES 



Letters from Readers 
We urge ow readerr to expesa t h  OP~RUMI for pfdhcntwn on tha page C&nwnenta, c n t t  
csama, &or, auggeatwnrs, for the REWW (Idd for thC Bwth Control m m m n t ,  are w e 1 . m  

A FORWARD LOOKING YOUNB PASTOR 

T o  THE EDITOR 
My husband is the only pastor m t h s  httle rural 

commuruty We are young people, mth a three 
year old youngster, and possessed of all the tech- 
mcal ~nformation necessary to  a happy, well ad- 
justed marned hfe We have a fairly good selec- 
tion of books on the relations of men and women, 
inclu&ng psycholog~cal, physical and spiritual 
aspects whlch we are continually lendlng to  eager 
young people in our charge who want to  make 
their marned hves more successful than those of 
their parents But what we should U e  to know 1s 
the names of doctors in northern Cahfoma who 
know enough and are m b n g  to help these young 
marned couples Of course I reahze that  the infor- 
matlon for which I am asklng is stnctly confi- 
dentlal and we shall be very hscreet m our use of it 

M F 
Calrf o m  

SHALL BIRTH CONTROL BE FOB MAXRIED 

PERSOXS ONLY? 

T o  THE EDITOR 

Mrs Porritt is to be congratulated on her art]- 
cle, "A Questlon of Morahty", pubhshed In the 
March lssue of the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW On a 
subject m whlch there 1s so much muddled think- 
mg and unconscious s 1 a v e r y to  conventional 
forms of thought, it 1s a great pleasure to  read 
something so free from superstition, so lopcal and 
so clearly expressed 

From the pomt of new of rational loqc Mrs 
Porrltt makes a clear case agalnst the insertion 
of the words, "marned persons" in the bills wh~ch 
would p e m t  the q m g  of contraceptive advlce by 
physicians She shows m the first place that ~t 
would be an unenforceable "blue law", and then 
that ~f it were enforceable it would be inhuman to 
msist that a chlld with the mental and physical 
handicap of illegt~macy shall be born merely to 
serve as a me&um of purushment for its parents, 
and moreover that thls would frequently mean a 
perpetuation of poor stock 

Yet while I agree absolutely mth  the logc  of all 
thls, as a matter of practical pohcy I thmk ~t would 
be more expedient to  insert the words "mamed 
persons" m the proposed b~lls Because my expen- 
ence with human nature as a psychologst has con- 
vlnced me that the great majonty of people (m- 
clu&ng lepslators) are not motivated by logc but 
by emotional attachments to  words and conven- 
tional forms of thought So that  my bet would be 
that although unenforceable, and ~l logcal  d en- 
forced, a bill restnctmg contraceptive advlce t o  
"mamed persons" would stand a t  least ten tlrnes 
more chance of passlng than one mth those magc, 
safe soundmg words left out 

WILLIAM H COULTON 

Dobbr Ferry, N Y 

T o  THE EDITOR 

I have read a httle blue book called Aapccta of 
Barth Control. I thmk I would tke  to  practlce 
Blrth Control m order to put a space of three o r  
four years between chlldren But I would hke to  
know 1s it a sin to  do so I have also read a book 
called Is Bsrth C m t r d  Stn. But m thu it tells pro 
and con If possible please tell me is ~t a sin to God 
Please answer back S K 
St LOILM, Mwsoun 

A PASTOR ASKS FOR ADVICE 

T o  THE EDITOR 

In my dutles as pastor, I am continually blocked 
by the legslation against Birth Control mforma- 
tion Can you suggest t h g s  whch a preacher 
can do in a commumty to  usher m the splntual 
mew of sex and get adequate contraceptive knowl- 
edge mto the proper hands? Do you t h d  gettmg 
our women's club to sponsor a meetmg for mamed 
men a t  which I would speak, and another mght a 
meeting for marned women at which my mfe would 
speak, would help? We could speak slmply, 
frankly and spiritually on all thmga save contra- 
ceptives - that we fear because of law - or would 



you adnse us to  speak about contraceptives open- 
ly and see what follows? 

Have you any hterature for free &stnbution-- 
o r  where can we get some? Ally possible sugges- 
tions for commurllty projects mU be appreciated 

K S 
Vermont 

A WELCOME EXPLANATION 

In  your ehtonal  on page 68 of the March num- 
ber of the REVIEW, you caU attention t o  the omis- 
sion of Birth Control c h i c s  from the "Health In- 
ventory of New York City" of whlch I was an 
author 

I am wnting as an ind~vldual and mthout any 
responsibihty on the part  of the orgamzation for 
which the Inventory was prepared, because h n g  
mterested ~n the Blrth Control movement, I should 
hke to have my own position clear 

The Health Inventory was undertaken as a re- 
mew and appraisal of health semces in New York 
City, starting from the standard appraisal form 
developed by the Amencan Pubhc Health Asso- 
c~atlon l k s  form has been bullt up on a national 
basis, mclu&ng those health activities which are 
generally conducted by official health departments 
and by voluntary health agencies m the cities of 
t h s  country Several kinds of health work such as 
mental hygene, dental hyqene, etc are not a t  
present recognued m the appraisal form, merely 
because they are as yet undertaken m so few com- 
mumties that they would not be s ipf icant  for 
comparative purposes 

I n  adapting the appraisal form for use in New 
York City in connection mth the Inventory, a few 
forms of health service were added because in New 
York City, they are undertaken quite generally by 
voluntary or government agencies, (e g cardiac 
work, mental hygene, dental hygene, penodic 
health exanunations) The Inventory was essen- 
tially a renew of actinties and not of subject mat- 
ter of health semce and the criterion for including 
any type of activity could not be its intrinsic Im- 
portance, but its degree of prevalence or extension 
a t  the present time among the agencies conducting 
health servlces 

MICHAEL M DAVIS 

Chwago, ID 

Man's Incurable Habit 
HE Cathohc is qulte nght, then, in saymg that T Birth Control, as an mterference n t h  the pro- 

cesses of Nature, is a contravention of the WIU of 
God But so is medicine, both preventive and cura- 
tlve, so is the bulld~ng of houses, the manufacture 
of clothes, the construction of boats and airplanes 
You may argue, of course, that God implanted the 
unpulse to do all this m the human mnd,  but He 
mplanted many contramctory unpulses Perhaps 
He mplanted the pnnciple of selection too, but 
here we go down deep, and come up agamst the 
same l o p a l  cLtticulty of a Creator creatmg some- 
thing whose nature it is to  rebel agamst Hm Re- 
belhon agamst God - r e an attempt to mprove 
on Nature - is the mcurable h a b ~ t  of man 
-ELMER DAVIS m Harpcra Magaxme, March 

STATEMENT O F  THE OWNERSHIP MANAGEMEN1 CIRCULA 
TION ETC, REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF 
AUGUST 84 1012 

Of the Blrth Control Revlew, publlsbed monthly a t  New York. N Y 
for April 1, 1030 State of New York County of New York 

Before me. a notary pub14 in and for the State and county 
aforesmd personally appeared Lyd~a  Altachuler who havlng been 
duly sworn according to law deposes and says tbat she ls the B w  
lnms Manager of the Blrth Control Revlew and that the following fs. 
to the best of her knowledge and Wlef a true statement of the 
ownership management (and if a daily paper the drculatlon) etc 
of the aforesaid publlcatlon for the date shown In the above caption 
requlred by the Act of August 24 l P l 8  embodied In sedion 411 
Postal Laws and Regulations printed on the reverse of thts form, to 
wit 

1 That the names and addresam of the publisher edltor, man 
agin editor, and huslness managers are 

~u%llsher-~merlcan Blrth Control League Inc. 152 Madlson 
Ave N Y C~ ty  

Editor-Stella Hanau 152 Madison Ave , N Y City 
Managing Edltor--None 

Buslness Manager-Lydla Altachuler 152 Madison Ave N Y Clty 
9 TI,., the n-mer IS (if owned bv a cornoration Ita name and 

add;m~Im'u~-k-~&'$~add~aIso imm6dlatelf thereunder the names 
and addresses of stockholders ownlng or holding one per cent or 
more of total @mount of stock. If not owned by a corporation the 
names and addresaea of the individual owners must be glven If 
owned by a Erm company or other unincorporated concern Ita 
name and addrem as well as those of eacb indlvldual member 
m i 3  he glven 

American Blrth Control Leasue Inc, 161  Madison Ave N Y City 
Yon-stock corporation 

Mrs F Robertson Jones President 15s Madlson Ave. N Y City 
Mrs Warren Tborpe Treasurer 159 Madison Ave. N Y City 

8 That the known bondholders mortgagees and other security 
holders ownlng or holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of 
bonds. mortgages. or other securities are (If there a re  none so 
atate)  None 

4 That the two paragraphs nest above glvlng the names of the 
owners stockholders and securitg holders If any mntaln not only 
the llst of stockholders and security holders as they appear upon the 
books of the company but also in eases where the stockholder or 
security holder appears upon the hooks of the company as trustee 
or In any other Edudary relatlon the name of the erson or cow* 
ration for whom such trustee Is aetlng Is glven a!& that the said 
trso paragraphs contaln statements embradng ataant s full know1 
edge and bellef as to the circumstances and condltioos under which 
stockholders and security holders who do not appear upon the hooks 
of the company as trustees hold stock and securitlea In a capadty 
other than that of a boon Rde owner and thls amant has no reason 
to belleve that any other person spsoelatlon or mrporntlon bas nny 
Interest dlrect or indirect in the said atodz bonds or other securltles 
than as so atated by him. 

LYDIA A1 TSCHULER 
Business M~nager  

Sworn to nnd subscribed before me thls 8th day of Aprll I080 

MORRIS KOSINS 
IUEALI (My commission expires March 30 1881 ) 



Men, Women and God 

Is the Church hopelessly out of step 
wlth soclal progress? Has rellglon 
anythlng to do wlth an lntelllgent 
new of the sex aueshon? 
Read t h ~ s  sane consideration of the 
whole problem $1 50 

At Your Bookstore 

Rlchard R. Smth  Inc.New York . 

Spring Housecleaning? 
You can help us, and clear your house of un- 
wanted furniture, clothing, toys, books, etc , by 

sendlng them to the 

P E R M A N E N T  T H R I F T  S H O P  
7 4 8  T H I R D  A V E N U E  

NEW YORK, N Y 
Vanderbllt 6158 

Phone fm Yea-ewer 

Uoodr should be marked "For Amenem Btrth Control 
League " We receaoe a percentage on the #ale 

This pamphlet is sold to physicians and medical students only 

An Outline of Contraceptive ~ e t h o d s  
By J A M E S  F C O O P E R ,  M D  
Medlcal Dzrector of the Amerrcan Bzrth Control League 

Published by the 
AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE, INC 

1 5 2  M A D I S O N  A V E N U E  50 Cents a Copy 
NEW YORK, N Y Spectal rates for qwntzty orders 

J U S T  P U B L I S H E D  

American Charities 
and Social Work . . 
By Amos G Wnnw~a, S ~ A ~ T  A Q m ~ a  (University 

of Kansas), and EBNEBT B H~BPEE 
(Kalamazoo College) 

Fourth Ed~twn (Z6th pnntag)  

~ E V I S E ~  A N D  R E S E T  

The "Char~tles" of 1893 and the "soclal 
work" of 1929 dlsplay strlklng differences 
Professor Queen has contributed an m- 
troductory sectlon glvlng the reader a 
perspective of the whole field Then comes 
the orlglnal Warlner materlal, whrch 1s 
followed by a sumey of recent soma1 work 
The new materlal comprises two-thirds of 

the entlre text 

690 pages, $9 75 

T H O M A S  Y C R O W E L L  C O M P A N Y  

393 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

NORMAN THOMAS 

In The New Leader 
Every Week on 

"TIMELY TOPICS" 

Other Regular Contrzbutors Include 

McAllster Coleman Morrls Hlllqult James Oneal 
Em11 Vandewdde Louis Stanley A J Muste 
Harry W Laldler H N Brallsford Art Young 

THE NEW LEADER 
The Journal of Socuzlwm and Labor 

7 EAST 1 5 ~ ~  STREET, NEW YORK CITY 

$2 for a year $1 for 6 months 
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