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Editorial

THE BirtH CoNTROL REVIEW 15 primarnly
and mainly concerned with Birth Con-
trol, its moralty, philosophy, scientific pro-

ess, social effects and implcations, and
with the history and progress of the move-
ment But it 1s clear that Birth Control, ke
every other fact in human existence, cannot
stand alone It 1s too mtricately interwoven
into the sex mores of the race The practice
of Birth Control has made possible a wholly
new conception of the human family How
far this modern conception would have been
formulated in the absence of the power of
controlling conception, 1t 1s impossible to say
The fact remains that every writer discuss-
ing the modern famly assumes that the chief
corner stone of the building 1s Birth Control
However Iittle some of our readers may ap-
prove some of these modern adventures into
new fields of morahty, Birth Control has un-
doubtedly done much to make them possible

E are therefore devoting a large part of

the current 1ssue to a discussion of mar-
riage, and especially of the woman’s part n
marriage and her natural endowments n re-
gard to sex For 1t must be acknowledged
that the great changes that have come over
the institution of marriage, and consequently
also over the morals of the civilized world mn
regard to sex relations, are due to the new
freedom of women, and their growing eco-
nomic independence, which permmts them to
assert themselves and to substitute facts for
fables about their own nature, constitution
and feelings As the new morahty i mar-
riage must be built upon facts, a study such
as that of Dr Katharime Bement Davis,
which 1s surveyed 1n this 1ssue, 1s of the great-
est possible value Dr Davis s not concerned
with the morality of the conduct which 1s de-
scribed 1n her study It 1s not what women
ought to do that she has mvestigated, but
what women — above the average in respect-
ability and conseientiousness — actually do
We have here the real contribution of fact
which 1s so necessary before we can begin to

speculate on the future development of mar-
riage and morahty

The books of Westermarck present another
set of facts of a wholly different kind, but
equally necessary for constructive ethics We
have spread before us the many and widely
different patterns of marrage that at some
time or 1n some country have commanded the
moral acquiescence and approval of man-
kind Man may learn from history, even if
the world refuses to turn back and adopt any
of the old mores which have passed away One
lesson 1s clear, morality 1s not static, but 1s
continuously changing as conditions of life
change

Facts alone, however, are of DIittle value
without criticism and bold forward-looking
speculation on their meaning Hence the
value of such books as Bertrand Russell’s and
the Binkleys’, and the sigmificance of the
great number and variety of the books on
marrage 1ssued during the last few years
It 1s out of the wealth of thoughtful criticism,
based on a wide knowledge of the facts, that
we may hope for a higher and better concep-
tion of marriage than the outworn ideals of
the Victorian age

THE American Birth Control League re-
ceives an average of fifty letters a day,
asking for contraceptive information, for ad-
vice on marnage and adolescent problems,
for reading hsts, for material on the Birth
Control movement, to be used 1n lectures,
studies and debates Behind each letter ask-
ing for contraceptive information there 1s an
earnest man or woman, laying bare a per-
sonal history for an unknown eye to read
We can picture the eagerly awaited answer,
the hopes and fears Because of obsolete laws,
conflicting regulations in different states,
because of old-fashioned sex taboos we can-
not give all these writers the answers they de-
sire We must, In many cases, give them cold
hard generalities about what 1s illegal, about
how we are working to change the laws and
educate the public, about how we hope the
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time will come when Birth Control mforma-
tion will not be under the ban of law or taboo

The day must come, and soon, when Birth
Control information will be given when
needed and when desired, when Birth Control
will be recogmzed not only as a legitimate
health measure, but as a force for the ad-
vancement of society

THE proposal to restrict Birth Control m-
formation to married persons only 1s one
on which there can be, obviously, many view-
points The value of fear as a deterrent, the
effect of personal sex conduct on society, the
ethics of controling individuals through
1gnorance, all enter mto this question We
print n this 1ssue a courageous statement by
Mrs Anme G Pornitt, 4 Question of Moral-
ity, 1n which she takes the pomt of view that
to withhold mmformation from unmarried
people does not prevent so-called immoral-
ity, but penahzes the unwanted child, and,
mcidentally, society and the race We invite
further discussion of this subject, which
touches the whole question of the regulation
of individual morals by law, and affects by
mmplication the foundations of the Birth Con-
trol 1dea

THE Welfare Council of New York City
has recently 1ssued a Health Inventory
of New York City, 4 Study of the Volume
and Distrnbution of Health Service in the
Fwe Boroughs Some 1dea of the thorough-
ness of the study may be ganed from the fol-
lowing the twelve chapters fill 298 pages,
there are 27 tables and 38 charts in the text,
four appendices of 41 pages contain 28 tables
i addition to text, and there 1s a 14 page n-
dex It 1s unquestionably a scholarly and
definmtive piece of work

But 1n all the grand total of 367 pages, 1n
all the sections on matermity hygiene, baby
hygiene, lists of climes, ete, Birth Control
or contraception 1s not mentioned Why, we
ask, were the fourteen clinics of Manhattan
offering contraceptive service omitted? Why
does contraception, acknowledged in the
medical profession as a legitimate part pre-
ventrve medical practice, under certamn cir-
cumstances, find no place in the thoughtful
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summaries and comments? It is to be hoped
that the authors, Michael M Davis and Mary
C Jarrett, and the Committee on Recom-
mendations, will find some way to make good
this omussion and complete an otherwise com-
prehensive survey

Emblem of the Enghsh Society for Constructive
Birth Control

BEN Elzabeth Fox, director of the

Publhic Health Nursing Service of the
American Red Cross, spoke at the annual
meeting of the Maternity Centre Association
on January 30th, she said, among other
things, that she believed the distribution of
Birth Control information should be legal-
zed The Cathohc weekly America makes
editorial comment as follows “The Amern-
can Red Cross 1s supported by funds collected
from the public, of which some twenty nul-
Lions are Catholic Does the Red Cross stand
back of 1ts official? Twenty mulhions of
Cathohes await with interest a reply from
the Red Cross” As might have been ex-
pected Judge John Barton Payne, speaking
for the Red Cross, explamned that it “never
takes any part as to controversial questions,
either of political, rehigious or social char-
acter ” Miss Fox stated that she had merely
expressed her personal opmion One ques-
tion only resolves itself from the incident
1s the Catholic press attempting to check
the free speech of individuals by threatening
the orgamizations with which they are affili-
ated with loss of financial support?
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Sex and Marriage in a Modern Age

By LORINE PRUETTE

THE dogma of the frigid woman 1s slowly dymng

out ;n America Nevertheless, I suspect that
there are still in many parts of the country httle
aircles of “refined” women who speak in hushed
tones of the desires of men as if these were far from
human It1s hittle more than ten years ago that the
mother of a school friend mstructed her daughter,
and of course mcidentally her daughter’s friends,
that Providence had neatly provided that men
should have too much of “it” (by which she meant
sexual desire) and women too little of it, thus 1n-
suring a sort of draw between the sexes which re-
sulted 1n the production of enough children, but
not too many

Only about a year ago there was published here
a translation of a book by a Damsh anti-femmist
who held that practically all of the women of Den-
mark were cold and hence unfit to have a vote which
would permut them to legislate for the warmer-
blooded members of the state I beheve he com-
pleted his argument by holding that the small per-
centage of women who were not cold would want
their husbands to vote for them anyway Obviously
this fallacious doctrine made for greater comfort
for men in matrimomal relations, since the woman
was held to represent a settled factor of unwilhng-
ness or disinterest and the man’s own urgencies
could absorb his whole attention This permitted
the development of sex life upon a very simple level
of reflex and habit, resulting 1n those stories which
sometimes shock our modern ears, of wedded
couples who hated each other for forty years and
had intercourse every mght Nothmng was expected
of the woman, hence no skill was required of the
man, and all the complexities of present attempts
to adjust the sexual rhythms of the two partners
could be cheerfully ignored In those days the
double standard of morals was a reasonable sacial
recogmtion of what were held to be innate differ-
ences between the sexes Today we are ready to
grant that women may have emotional capacities
suited to themr biological functiomings and the
frigid wife 1s no longer the norm But there can be
no question that a double standard of evaluat:on
still holds for most men, who hke to believe 1n the

greater dynamic quality of their own sex urges
Psychiatrists can still be found maintaining that
while men can respond to women gererally, a wom-
an’s responsiveness 1s sharply limited to one or at
the most a few men, a final variation of the old
“coldness” doctrine, designed to bring comfort to
manly hearts

A VALUARLE INVESTIGATION

And nowcomes Dr Katharine Bement Daviswith
her Factors wn the Sex Irfe of Twenty-two Hun-
dred Women ! This 1s the comprehensive report of
the most important mvestigation of 1ts kind ever
conducted Many of the chapters m the book have
already appeared as articles, although the impor-
tant material on homosexuality does not seem to
have been pubhshed before In this final form the
book becomes impressive evidence of the fatuity of
arm-chair theorizing on the subject of sex, and of
the rewards to be found n specific investigations

To say that these women represent the women of
American would be quite misleading They do not
need to represent anyone but themselves to present
a striking picture that no socially minded person
can afford to neglect They are unquestionably too
intelligent to be representative, just as they are
too well educated Almost mneteen hundred are
college graduates and all have filled out a detailed
questionnaire requiring a high level of comprehen-
sion as well as of industry Those who are dis-
turbed by the findings will undoubtedly challenge
the use of the questionnaire and will maintain that
only those women having an excessive degree of 1n-
terest 1n sex would submit to the burden of answer-
ing so many questions That a special motivation
was required cannot be demed Appeals for co-
operation 1 conducting the study were sent out to
10,000 married women About one-third rephed,
asking for the questionnaire, of this number about
a third returned them, so that histories were se-
cured from 1,073 married women It was found
that college women much more frequently filled 1n
the schedules, since they have been trained to ex-
press themselves on paper, and it was decided to

1Harper, New York §3350
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confine the unmarried group to college women who
had been out of college five years A hst of 10,000
was secured from alumnae registers of the leading
colleges A somewhat greater response was se-
cured from this group, 1,163 histories, the number
was later increased to 1,200, making the total of
2,200 women reported on m this volume

The 1ndustrious application of these women 1n
answermg a difficult questionnaire 1s evidence that
they felt the mvestigation of the Bureau of Social
Hygiene was a valuable undertaking The burden
of working up the material must have been tremen-
dous, and, as Dr Dawvis points out, many interest-
g correlations might still be worked out But as
1t stands we have a vivid picture of the manner 1n
which 2,200 women have dealt with the problems of
their sex hfe Material 1s furmished on the ques-
tion of health before marmage, sex play before
fourteen, sex instruction, masturbation, sexual ex-
periences before marriage with men and with
women The mmportance to a happy marriage of
satisfactory sex relations, as well as the importance
of pleasurable experience at the outset, are sug-
gested by the results The question of periodicity
of sex desire 1s taken up but by no means settled
It 1s obvious that this 1s a matter difficult to ob-
serve and easily obscured by a number of other fac-
tors, such as fatigue, other interests, et¢ The lugh
percentage of autoerotic and homosexual practices
1s one of the most mmpressive findings of the study

USE OF CONTRACEPTIVES

Interesting material was secured from the mar-
ried women regarding their use of and their at-
titude toward the use of contraceptives Of the
1,073 women 734 expressed approval of voluntary
parenthood, some making qualifying statements
Of this group practically all, 730, had themselves
used contraceptives Among the reasons given for
such use only two mention a fear of childbirth
Other reasons given mclude insamty or tubercu-
losis 1n the farmly, family already complete, desire
to space children, etc Three state the husband
did not want children while 25 say that they have
no children and want none  The sigmificant reve-
lation 1s made that the group using contraceptives
had a higher average of pregnancies and of chil-
dren than the group which did not use them It
becomes entirely probably that the group which
did not use contraceptives did not have the same
need for them
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It 1s sigmficant that the percentage of total emo-
tional relations with women after puberty 1s very
much greater among the unmarried women than
among the married women, 605 to 306 This same
difference 1s found for masturbation, 733 to 381
Seventy-one of the married women had had sex in-
tercourse before marriage, 136 of the unmarried
women had had relations with men Some of the
case histories given in the last of the book are par-
ticularly valuable as they show the varied ap-
proaches adopted by women in the search for sexual
adjustment Some of the cases show an easy and
natural progression from one form of sexual ex-
perience to another, according to circumstances
The case histories are valuable also 1n making 1t
clear that the women making these reports are
relatively normal women, not sex-ridden, but aware
of the difficulties 1n securing adequate, wholesome
sexual expression

ONE FORMULA NOT APPLICABLE

This noteworthy study of twenty-two hundred
women 1s practically sus generis As the cases are
from the upper intellectual levels, where a variety
of interests 15 more commonly to be found along
with protection against early introduction to sex
activities, 1t 15 not improbable that these women
display less than the average experience to be ex-
pected of women 1n general On the other hand,
factors of intellectual curiosity and emancipation
from conventional taboos might be expected to 1n-
crease the figures for this group This 15 not,
after all, vastly important one way or the other
What 1s tremendously important 1s that Dr Dawis
and her associates have introduced us into the lives
of hundreds of women who display the emotional
responses which 1t 1s only reasonable to cxpect
from their biological equipment, and who 1n therr
sexual life act not according to one rigid formula
but, likke human beings everywhere, exist by means
of approximations and adjustments as best they
can Before the evidence of these Living, loving,
suffering and often muddled women the ghost of
the fngid lady as the norm for women becomes
more than ever not merely mcredible hut faintly
ludicrous as well

A WITTY AND WISE BOOK

Juanmta Tanner, however, produces The In-
telligent Man’s Gude to Marrage and Celibacy?

2Bobbs Merrill, New York $350
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1n & manner which suggests that she does indeed
derive, by temperament and inchnation, from the
man who conceived the sexless Ancients of Back
to Methuselah Claimmmg to be the daughter of
John Tanner, who, 1t will be remembered, was vic-
timized by the biological urge and the unswerving
pursuit of the female 1n Shaw’s Man and Super-
man, she comments upon many important matters
1n a style that 1s often witty and sometimes wise
Her chapter titles are diverting and her frivolous-
ness before sacred subjects 1s refreshing She
points out that the question of whether or not con-
traceptives shall be used 1s now a dead 1ssue and
reminds us that these are advertised along with
kitchen stoves in the leading women’s magazines
Her suggestion of a custom-made family offers one
way out of the present admttedly undesirable only
child situation, children by adoption, as she says,
also permit us to choose our relatives, which most
of us have at times longed to do Back of the
persifiage and the sometimes acute observation one
senses the feeling that while 1t may truly be better
to marry than to burn, a mode of hiving more satis-
fymg to dehcate sensibilities would consist mn the
elimination of both possibilities and the wish, not
advanced with any optimism, that 1t might be pos-
sible to drop all this pother about sex from the
concerns of grown-up people

A CAREFUL SURVEY OF MARRIAGE

Robert C Binkley and Frances Williams Binkley
appear 1n their title to come forward to the defence
of an imperilled mstitution by reminding us of
What 13 Right wnth Marriage® After having
survived four years of the matrimony upon which
they embarked with the dubiousness now becoming
not only common but admitted among young
couples, the authors, as trained sociologsts, have
written down the domestic theory upon which their
mutual life appears to them to be modelled The
result 1s as careful and worthwhile a discussion of
this vexed state of hving as may be found

The discussion of children as enhancing or de-
grading domestic hife 1s particularly sensible and
the position 1s taken that children are cherished ob-
jects 1n the family, competitors for love, loyalty
and mcome, and finally participants in the domestic
mnteraction It 1s pomnted out that children cannot
be considered an investment In spite of the fact
that children restore to hife a sort of primal con-

5D Appleton and Co, New York $2350
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tact with the so1l and a freshness of satisfaction,
they are held to be inadequate as an aim 1n hfe,
since we can neither fimsh their creation as per-
sonalities nor keep them as our creative task
“The value of children 1n the famly, estimated 1n
the scale of domestic values, depends first upon
their quality as cherished objects as halanced
against their quality as competitors, and second
upon their behavior as members of the family Ths
bemng their domestic value, 1t 15 fitting to consider
further their value in terms of individual purpose,
and their place 1n an individual’s Iife plan »

AFFECTION SHOULD BE BASIS

In the chapter on “Marnage and Sex Monopo-
ly” the authors carry further their method of ap-
proaching a problem from as many sides as pos-
sible Their discussion of jealousy 1s particularly
sound, as well as their discussion of the baleful
effects of compulsory sex monopoly Themr at-
titude 1s that monopoly 1s the desirable relation be-
tween two people who freely choose 1t for the pur-
pose of conserving and increasing the aesthetic
qualities of a relation that shall be private to them
alone They pomt out that this i1deal 15 not m
many cases mamntamned, and hold that the evils at-
tending the fa:lure of the 1deal grow largely out of
traditional attitudes inculeated by society, so that
a marriage which might survive the distress of an
additional relationship s wrecked by the habit of
making sex loyalty the major premise of marriage
Worse than this, the marrnage may be wrecked
simply by attitudes of suspicion and possessiveness
which society allows to flounsh rankly in the do-
mestic relation Marrage 1s seen as based on sex
but as meamng far more than sex, as ultimately
the durable relation between two persons who ex-
p1ess their love for each other by contimued benevo-
lent activity for the benefit of the members of the
family With Ogburn, the authors see the affec-
tional basis as the only basis surviving to the mod-
ern family instead of the seven functions performed
by the family of our ancestors Most optimistic
treatments of the present fammly suffer from being
blind defences and protective utterances of the
fearful The authors of What 13 Right with Mar-
riage, on the contrary, have produced a treatment
that 1s as free from sentimentahty as 1t 1s from sen-
sationalism Without dodging the things that are
wrong with marrage they have refreshingly just:-
fied their title
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In the Day’s Mail

This bride 1¢ planmang for the future If she 13 mn
good health the law wn many states makes 1t dlegal
to giwve her informatson

I would like to know something about Birth Con-
trol I am a bride of three weeks and would like to
keep on working for about a year Jdo not want to
do anything that will harm me in the least, nor
use any medicines

A young gurl, cheated out of her youth, asks for
admice

I hear that I can get rehable information from
you for the asking Will you be so kind as to send
it to me, a married woman or rather girl not quite
twenty years old yet, and have had three babies
n four years, the baby 1s now thirteen months old,
and I am very much afraid of becoming pregnant
agan

An wntelhgent request In many states 1t cannot
be comphed with

I am about to graduate from college, and am 1n-
tending to be married, and so I apply to you for
the information on this subject I hope you can
give me the latest and most scientific data

A cry of stark despawr Worn out taboos and obso-
lete laws are responsible for such a situation

Will you kindly send me information about con-
traception I have thirteen children and I can’t
stand to have any more children I am forty years
old and 1n poor health

Buyrth Control wrll save this home Let us hope
that a well-nformed and broad-mwnded doctor 1s
within reach

I am twenty-five years old I have beer married
since shortly after my nineteenth birthday I am
blessed with five of the buxomest, handsomest, most
intelhgent children in the state — so my husband
and I beheve

My husband 1s a umversity graduate, and 1s
workmng hard with an engineering firm As yet, he
18 recewving a very nominal salary We are forced
to spend too much for hospital bills, and necessities
for the babies I have not dared to resort to the use
of contraceptives, partly through advice from

medical men, and partly from old-fashioned hear-
say I would not become sterile for the world
Please give me your frank opinion I need it, be-
cause I fear my husband 1s becoming tired of this
endless chain of babies, and 18 beginning to tire
of me

Not only wm Indiwa are there pitsful child wwves
Burth Control wnll help thas gerl before she 15 utter-
ly lost

You may not beheve that I am married, but I
sure am My age 15 sixteen and I already have a
baby boy I have read “The Aspects of Birth
Control” by Dr Knopf, but as I didn’t have much
education, 1 cannot understand i1t plammly Can
you advise me of a good way to keep from having
children I beg you to advise me, for I am so young
Probably before I am twenty I mught have four
children As I am wnting this letter, I am crying
because I can just imagme how I am going to be
tied down with all the clnldren, so young as I am

A young couple still hope to plan their lIvves It 1s
perhaps not too late Common sense demands that
they be grven the means to help themselves

We have been married two years and have a baby
one year old and I am pregnant now My husband
makes a very small salary We both love children
and wanted children but would have liked to have
waited until our income was enough to support a
family We can only afford the bare necessities
now, and if babies keep coming as rapidly as they
have been we won’t be able to live at all

Please, 1sn’t there some way we can control con-
ception until we can afford more children, and can
take care of what we have? Thank you from the
depth of my heart for any advice you will give me

No one con blame her for wantwng to know about
Burth Control If contraceptwe methods were
taught wn medical schools she would probably not
need to be taking “treatments for the nerves”

I will try to state as briefly as possible why I ask
for contraceptive immformation To begin with I
won’t be twenty-three years old until next month
I had three babies before I was twenty-two My
health was impaired after my second baby, and I
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should never have had my third, but ten months
after the second baby I started again I thought
I’d never go through with it  The last baby 1s now
gomng on fifteen months, and my health 15 worse, I
think At least my nerves are I’ve had all my
teeth extracted, a tonsil operation, etc I thought
I was through with doctors

Two months ago I had te resort to medicine, as
I was pregnant again Since then my nerves have
gone from bad to worse, and I am now taking treat-
ments twice a week for the nerves I am about at
wits’ end trying to make ends meet, as my husband’s
salary 1s small, and there are so many expenses

Can you blame me for wanting to know of some-
thing that 1s not mjurious? I think you will see
that I’ve gone through a lot for a girl of my age,
and I hope you will be able to suggest something,
or someone to help me

A modern mother asks for advice Whll her doctor
be wnse enough to grwe 4?2

As my daughter 1s to be marred in the near
future, I am writing for some information on Birth
Control

Here 13 an illogical situation Surely contracep-
tion 13 better than abortion, even though the abor-
twon 18 therapeutic

We have two children, a boy and a girl, twenty
months apart, the youngest now two and a half
years old My doctor ordered me not to have any
more for at least five years, as I nearly lost my hife
with the second But as the laws are very strict
here, he gave me no other information than to prac-
tice abstinence He also told me 1f I became preg-
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nant before that time, he would perform an abor-
tion, which I think 1s a much greater ¢rime than
Birth Control, and which I'd never consent to You
can imagine what fear I’ve hved 1n from month to
month

Eugemsts will approve of this famaly Let us hope
they wll win out

My husband and I are school teachers, but have
not fimshed our education yet We have a httle
girl one year old, but do not feel that we should
have another until our education 1s complete I am
now studying for my Master’s degree, and we wish
that both of us might win our Master’s degrees
before having any more children However we
want to have more when we can afford them Thank
you for whatever help you can be to us

Doctors stidl need education, but the medical
schools are waking up

I have had anemia for years At times I am so
bad, that I am hardly able to stand I wisit the
doctor twice a week, at which times he gives me
mjections, and electric rays, and medicine He
has told me that it was inadvisable for me to have
more children, for a while — I have a httle girl
three years old — yet he told me nothing more

Why should this woman have to ask for wnforma-
tiwon? It was the physician’s duty to gwe 1t to her

I am most anxious for mnformation since I came
very near dying in giving birth to a still-born child,
and was told that having another child would prob-
ably take my hfe So I want to take no nsks I
shall accept your information as strictly personal

Birth Control Not Race-Suicide But Race-Saving

N many corners of the world of to-day, rural as

well as urban, there are too many people, and the
result 1s often an inhuman mtensity in the struggle
for existence 1n 1ts cruder forms Numbers outrun
the available resources of life, and men and women
are wizened and bent with care Surely 1t were bet-
ter to have forty millions healthy, vigorous, and
Joyous than sixty millons nddled with bad health,
weakness, and depression

Our argument 1s that a dehberate reduction of
the birth-rate may tend to improve the health of
children and mothers, may make hfe less anxious,

more secure, and with greater possibilities of fine-
ness, may make earlier marriages among the
thrifty more feasible, may promote the indepen-
dence of women and increase their opportunities for
self-development But there 1s a further argument
that Birth Control makes for peace, since an ex-
panding population 1s one of the main causes of
war

Birth Control 1s not race-suicide but race-saving,
and, speaking for ourselves, we regard it as one of
the main hnes of progress

J ArtaUR THOMSON
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A Question of Morality

By ANNIE G PORRITT

N the bills mtroduced during recent years in the

New York Legislature a new legal restriction
has been proposed, by the insertion of the words
“married persons” m the clause which would per-
mit the giving of contraceptive advice by physi-
cians The new restriction 1s 1n harmony with the
tendency, exemplfied m our prohition legisla-
tion, to control the private morals of our people
by law, and would probably be just about as effec-
tive as this other legislation has proved to be Does
anyone 1magine that the presence of these words
i the law would do anything to check sexual
irregularnties, or to keep our people more moral?
The utihity of the words 1s highly questionable, and
there can be Iittle doubt that it would simply be an-
other ease of an unenforceable “blue law ”

On the other hand there would be a manifest dis-
advantage to the physician 1n embodying this re-
striction in the law Is it to be a trap 1n which to
catch an unwary doctor? When has 1t been a rule
that a patient, coming to a doctor, must produce
a marriage license before being treated? Just as
well mght one provide for treatment for marred
persons only in cases of venereal disease There
was strong opposition ecarly m the fight agamst
these racial diseases on the ground that the fear of
contracting such terrble plagues was a necessary
deterrent against vice It was only after many
demonstrations of the absolute need of protection
for society, for the innocent victims, and especially
for the children, that the advocates of free and im-
partial treatment for married and unmarried alike
won their case Now it 1s acknowledged that treat-
ment for the unmarrned 1s quite as important for
soclety as treatment of the wife or child that has
mnocently contracted the disease

USE OF FEAR AS A DETERRENT

There 15 a real parallel between the question of
the treatment of venereal disease and that of con-
traception The idea of refusing contraceptive
treatment to sex offenders 1s that the fear of preg-
nancy and of the illegitimate child must be held
over the heads of unmarried people as a deterrent
In other words, the mnocent child must be made the
whip to scourge the guilty parents, no matter what

the suffering or the disaster which must necessarily
accrue to the child Any social worker or any stu-
dent of social statistics knows that the illegitimate
child has the lowest expectancy of hfe, the small-
est chance of happiness and success, and the great-
est ikelihood of becoming a social rebel, his hand
agamst every man and every man’s hand agamst
him It s the illegitimate children that fill our 1n-
stitutions, charitable and penal, and even when the
illegitimate child escapes these worst consequences
of his unfortunate origin, he 1s almost certain to
carry with him through life a feehng of inferionty
and bitterness He will never enjoy the full birth-
right that should belong to every child coming nto
the world

SOCIETY PAYS FOR IGNORANCE

It seems to me that if we are to begmn with a re-
striction 1n the law, 1t would be better, from the
point of view of morality, to give contraception to
the unmarred and to msist that, whatever people
choose to do as regards their own personal sins,
they shall not burden either society or the innocent
child with the results of them Can anything be
more profoundly immoral than to mnflict not only
suffering of mind and body, but also demorahza-
tion which may result 1n crimmmabty, on & human
being, because for the sake of a possible deterrent
to 1ts parents we insist that no means shall be
taken to prevent 1ts birth? This 1s the century of
the child, but the child will not come into 1ts own
until the very 1dea of subjecting a new-borne babe
to punishment because 1ts parents have offended
aganst the current mores of society shall be ab-
horrent to the consciences of men and women, and
until no one shall dream of insisting that a child
shall be born merely to serve as the medum of
punishment for its parents

The refusal of contraceptive information to the
unmarried docs not, however, fall only on the heads
of the babies and the parents Society must also
suffer, so long as 1t 1nsists on continuing the flow
of 1llegitimate children into our jails and pemten-
tiaries It 1s a hughly expensive policy to the tax-
payer It 1s an even more expensive policy from
the point of view of the Eugemst If the laws of
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heredity are vahd, 1t frequently means an insist-
ence on the continuance of poor stock, and a mul-
tiphication of those least fitted to pass on the torch
of life to future generations If sex offenders are
so undesirable that society feels justified 1n inflict-
ing punishment on the most innecent of human be-
ings n order to scourge them wvicariously, would
1t not be better to prevent the perpetuation of
people whose sex mmpulses are uncontrolled? Per-
haps in this way cur censors could secure a world to
thei: hking
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Of course everyone knows that the mere fact of
llegitimacy 18 no proof whatever of fitness or un-
fitness It s the absence of a proper home with two
acknowledged parents, and the attitude of society
that constitute the tremendous handicap for the
legitimate child We need for the sake of the
child erther to change our moral code as regards
dlegitimacy, or to do all that hes in the power of
society to prevent the coming into existence of
children whom we 1ns1st on handicapping from the
moment of their birth

Morals in Search of An Answer

ByV F CALVERTON

ERHAPS no adage has done more harm than

the one which says that “there 1s nothing new
under the sun ¥ Under the guise of such logie, new
1deas have been scorned, and new movements denied
originahty and challenge Apathetic minds have
been able to conceal from themselves the fact of
change by the constant repetition of that formula
The best and wittiest reply to the whole attitude
was made by Guillaume Appolhinaire

“There 15 nothing new under the sun?”

“Nothing new for the sun perhaps, but every-
thing new for man

Apropos of this same attitude, one will frequent-
ly hear men and women say that there 1s nothing
new 1n the morahty of our age, nothing new 1n our
revolt, nothing new 1n our vision Let us turn to
women for a moment The emancipation of women
today 1s of no great import, since there have been
previous periods when women were emancipated,
and nothing came of them Women were 1n revolt
1z Rome, — but their revolt was of short duration
All that we are having today 1s but a momentary
recrudescence of that phenomenon There1s no new
woman There 1s only the eternal woman In time
woman will revert to her mevitable norm

Such conclusions, I beheve, are an evidence of
intellectual necrophihia !

But better than that, let us inquire 1m just what
ways we have scmething new under the sun i the
new woman, and why she will not, as did women of
earlier centuries, revert anew to her old sernitude
In the first place women as a whole are 1n revolt to-
day, and not just the women of a special class

Women of the middle classes have revolted as well
as those of the upper and lower In the second
place, this rise of a whole sex 1s based upon more
than mere moral — or 1mmoral — protest and ag-
gression Finally, and most important of all, this
twentieth century revolt 1s different and stronger
than any previous revolt because 1t 1s fortified by
the weapon of Birth Control

It 15 out of all this that the new woman has come
— and come to stay It 1s because of all this that
we are able today to begin to speak of sex with
candour, and reahze the presence of moral change
without fearing 1t And further, 1t 18 because of
all this that we are confronted today with an n-
creasing number of books and articles that are en-
gaged with one or more mportant aspects of this
theme

Bertrand Russell’s Marriage and Morals,! for
example, has proved one of the most popular books
1n this field 1n recent years It has been used as a
study-book by numerous groups, and has been read
widely throughout the country In truth, few
books have provoked as much discussion of the
whole sex problem as this And 1t 1s a curious thing
to note that this discussion has been far more active
among women than men I say this with such con-
viction, because I have observed i1t to be a fact
wherever I have lectured, as true, let us say, m
Lowsville, Kentucky, as in Cincinnati or Chicago.
The women are more concerned because, for the
tume being at least, the whole problem 1s more vital

1“Marriage and Morals” by Berirand Russell Horace
Liveright, New York $300
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to them than it 1s to men Mothers everywhere are
alarmed at what 1s happening to modern youth In
particular, they are worried about what 1s gomng to
happen to their daughters — or sometimes, by way
of invidious recollection, to their daughters’ daugh-
ters ‘The reason for this concern 1s not hard to dis-
cover The new morality, as it 18 now called, 1s not
new for men It is new for women Women, who 1n
the past accepted a position of subordination to
men, are today in arms agaimnst this masculine su-
premacy At the same time they have not been
aware — or at least a great number of them have
not — of the ultimate extensions of their revolt
Bertrand Russell’s book has brought many of them,
that 1s those of the old generation if not the young-
er, to a sudden halt It has made many of them
pause and consider More, 1t has made them
see that much that has been talked about 1n connec-
tion with the sex problem mn this decade may turn
out to be more than 1dle prophecy

RUSSELL’S RADICAL PROPOSAIS

What has Russell said that has caused such a
furore of concern and confusion? To begin wmith
he has stressed the wisdom of pre-marital inter-
course, and pomted out that women who are virgins
are seldom equipped to choose fitting husbands for
their marriage The virgin 1s naive, and, therefore,
without that sexual experience and wisdom which
are necessary to an intelligent selection of a mate
This 15 radical doctrine, indeed Recalling that
only a short time ago, a woman was not supposed
to hold a man’s hand, or, at least, not to kiss and
caress him, until she was betrothed, we can see how
far our morality has already advanced ir the direc-
tion of a new formula, if not a new ethic Not only
has the age of the chaperon passed, but with it has
gone the old emphasis upon the importance of vir-
gmity But Mr Russell does not stop there He
urges further that marrage be contingent upon
pregnancy No couple, in other words, should get
married, unless the woman has become pregnant
This 15 more than companonate marriage Itis a
demal of marrage altogether except when 1t n-
volves children It 1s equivalent to saying that the
sex relationships of people are an entirely private
matter and have nothing to do with the State and
the law save where children are in question Revo-
lutionary as such doctrine 1s from the standpoint
of the old morality, Mr Russell goes further still in
s remarks upon the future regulations of mar-
riage Adultery should not be considered as a
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ground for divorce Adultery in the physical sense,
at least, should be considered a natural consequence
of a modern marriage Where in the past, only
men were adulterous, and that clandestinely, wom-
en should now have the same privilege of having
extramantal sex affairs. Russell believes that these
adulteries, when once we recogmze the wisdom of
them, will fehcitate rather than mar marnage as an
wstitution

BIRTH CONTROL BASIS OF EQUALITY

Birth Control, to be sure, plays a very impor-
tant part in Mr Russell’s logic Without Birth
Control his logic would have no conviction at all
It has been the knowledge of Birth Control methods
plus the acquisition of economic independence that
has made 1t possible for women to attain a posi-
tion of equality 1n sexual as well as 1n political and
social hife

Westermarck’s Marriage® 1s another popular
book on this same theme that deserves our consid-
eration here In this study, Westermarck has tried
to give us a synoptic picture of marnage through
the ages In a sense, he has provided us with an
abridged edition of ms Hwstory of Human Mar-
riage For the student, the book supplies an easy
skeletal outhne of the important changes that have
taken place in the marital mstitution from the time
of primitive to that of modern man

One can find here, 1n rapid review, many of Dr
Westermarck’s various conclusions as to the basis
of marnage, the nature of the incest taboo, the
ongm of endogamy and exogamy, and the numer-
ous theortes concerming group - marmage and
promiscuity among primitive people The present-
ment 1s always clear but not always sufficient The
very absence of the abundant material that made
his History of Human Marrage such ar invalu-
able document, tends to make this volume lag a
little 1n interest, and fall short somewhat mn con-
viction

Nevertheless, for the general reader the book will
provide an acquamtanceship with marital forms
that most books on marriage leave out of account
altogether, or mention 1n a passing footnote or
paragraph The fact that marnage grows out of
the family, and not the family out of marrage,
that as an mstitution marrnage 1s more economic
than sexual in orgn, that 1t has evinced all va-

3“Marriage” by Edward Westermarck, Cape and Smith.
New York $150
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rieties of duration through the ages — these basic
facts alone will clanfy the attitude of the general
reader toward the whole problem of marriage and
morals In achieving such clanfication the book
serves a good purpose Instead of viewing the pres-
ent bankruptcy of marriage which has spread over
the western world as something unprecedented, for
mstance, the reader can see 1n 1t a form of change
that has occurred before 1n hstory, and which 1s
to be expected 1n the career of any mores Moral-
ities have their curves of ascent and descent hke
the history of rivers This fact 1s brought out 1n
adequate detail 1n the discussion of the many forms
of marrnage that man has hitherto adoptcd, then
rejected, and sometimes re-adopted

CONCEPT DIFFERENT FROM PRACTICE

The same error creeps mto this book which 1s to
be found in his earlier ones He fails to differentiate
sufficiently between marmage as a concept and
marriage as a practice Westermarck himself 1s
doubtless aware of the differentiations, but the
reader will most hkely be misled by his failure to
emphasize them. Marmage in many primitive com-
mumnities resembles so httle marmage as we, with our
modern categories of consciousness, concerve it,
that 1t 1s practically a msnomer to use the same
word to describe both conditions Among the ab-
original tmbes of Malaya, for example, individuals
often marry forty or fifty times, the Cherokee
Iroquois “commonly changed wives three or four
times a year, among the Hurons women (were)
purchased by the mght, week, month or winter
Now while 1n a certain loose sense you may descnbe
all these relationships as marital, there 1s a great
danger of misapprehension m this type of nomen-
clature It would be a highly intelligent procedure
if we coined a new word for our anthropological vo-
cabulary, so that this kind of confusion could not
oceur

These books approach sex in & manner that
would have been 1mpossible a generation ago —
even a decade ago Such studies then, and they
were undertaken by such persons as Ellis and Forel,
were not disseminated m form available to the lay-
man The very fact of this change indicates an ad-
vance in moral attitude Such progress would have
been 1mpossible without the emancipation of women,
which m turn, as we have pomnted out, could not
have occurred without femimne independence m
economic hfe, and advance in the knowledge of

Birth Control.
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Propaganda Versus Basic Progress

By C C LITTLE

This provocatwe article answers Miss Wwnsor’s plea for more propogandsst

methods, wn the February issue

HEN a progressive and fundamentally sound
biological, medical, and social reform, such
as the philosophy underlying the control of human
conception, 1s to be considered, 1t can be treated 1n
a different manner from those measures which are
of doubtful value
The latter need constant bolstering by publc
education and propaganda 1n order to retain suffi-
cient vitality to insure their survival from one so-
cial generation to the next The former can rest
assured that its foundation on truth guarantees its
progress and eventual adoption
Dunng the past decade the strength of support
for Birth Control has grown steadily The growth
has been too general and too umform to be trace-
able to any one person or group
As the number of healthy, happy and effective
members of society who make use of contraceptives
ncreases, they make converts by the hundreds and
by the thousands Once a convert 1s made, no ela-
borate or organized overhead 1s needed to keep him
or her “in line” The results are so definitely satis-
factory that an argument to msure the continua-
tion of the present techmque of giving irdividual
information 1s both superfluous and uninspired

PROPAGANDA FPHASE FINISHED

It has seemed to a number of those connected
a more or less advisory capaeity with the work of
orgamzations favoring a wider spread of contra-
ceptive information that the need of an “orgamzed
propaganda” phase of the problem has been passed

Propaganda of an active and aggressive kind 1s
always valuable as an outlet for certain types of
dynamic extroverts Without it they are apt to
stew and sizzle until a means of utihzing their sur-
pPlus energy 1s discovered and made available to
them There are many tumes when an outlet mn the
form of the dissemination of propaganda 1s the
safest and best way of handling the situation

Over agamst the attitude of 1mpatience and ir-
ritation at the slowness at which social reform pro-
ceeds, there should be set certain important fac-

We wmuwte further descussion.

tors The first of these 1s the old adage that “The
mills of the Gods grind slowly > No fundamental
change 1n social behavior comes rapidly unless there
15 a world-wide cataclysm such as the Great War
to father its adoption The control of human con-
ception deals with a personal, intimate problem
It requires tact, patience, and individual, rather
than group, treatment It will continue to expand
because mtelligent people want 1t, and find 1t bene-
ficial to their families and to themselves

FOECED REFORM A BOOMERANG

We should also remember that a forced or hur-
ried reform may prove to be a boomerang Pro-
hibition, which was jammed through as a national
measure at a tume of great emotional stress, before
the people were really ready for 1t, 1s today a joke
in our large centers of population It 1s in those
localities that alcohol has always been a problem
The problem has simply been shifted from one
which nvolves saloons to one deahng with “speak-
eastes” It is still unsolved To force any general
dissemination of contraceptive information before
the country 1s ready for it would be deliberately to
court disaster

It should also be recalled that laws neither make
nor mar the progress of a social trend There are
thousands of towns in the Umted States where a
fifteen mile speed hmit for automobales 15 required
by law A conservative estinate would be that
90% of the automobile drivers disobey this law
daily, wmithout incurring a penalty The hquor sit-
uation 1s another example 1n point When laws meet
with the disapproval of the average citizen because
he feels that his personal habits are unwisely re-
stricted or his personal hberty unfairly threatened,
he will act accordingly Certamn foolish and anti-
quated “blue laws” appeal today to our sense of
humor They are 1n no danger of coming back into
active application, because more than a century
ago they died naturally and unmourned Civihza-
tion developed and left them far behind It will not
return to pick them up again, nor try to breathe
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Iife into their already decomposed substance Ef-
forts, therefore, to solve social problems by law are
mteresting but not fundamental

Progress in the spread of Birth Control infor-
mation will undoubtedly be slower than anyone
of intelhgence would wish This movement and
Eugenics are in much the same situation Both are
sound and are growing 1n strength daily Both re-
quire as a foundation much scientific research and
knowledge

The medical profession will acquire an attitude
of respect for and interest in contraceptive meth-
ods when 1ts clients demand it, and not before
Its chents will do so, for themselves, when they
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realize 1ts advantages, and will msist on 1t for
others when the cost of the care of defectives
pinches the public and private purse

Those who try to force its general adoption
earlier are probably happy in doing so They are,
however, very like those who have tried to correct
poverty by curing the individual case temporanly
They may convert a Congressman or a Senator (af
such a feat 1s not superhuman) , they may change
phrases of one or more laws In the last analysis,
however, an irresistible and general desire for
healthy children, and the pressure of ever increas-
Ing expense in carmg for defectives wall join hands
to convert not indrviduals, but the world

Change the New York Law

A Summary and a Suggestron

By ALEXANDER LINDEY

R McWILLIAMS’ survey of the New York

State contraceptive statutes 1n the February

1ssue of the Birrr ConTrOL REVIEW 15 a succinct

presentation of the numerous problems which now

confront us The present laws may be summarized
as follows

(a) Section 1142 of the Penal Law contains a sweeping
ban on contraceptive advice and articles

(b) Section 1145 contams an exception, and permmts the
use or application, by physicians lawfully practicing, or by
their direction or pursuant to their prescription, of an article
or mstrument for the cure or prevention of disease, and also
permts the supplying of such articles to such physicians or
by therr direction or pursuant to their prescription

(c) Peopls v Sanger,222 N Y 192, purports to Iimit the
exception contamned 1n Sectron 1145, that states that “this
exception 1 behalf of physicians does not pernmt advertise-
ments regarding such matters, nor promiscuous advice to
patients, irrespective of their condition, but it 1s broad
enough to protect the physician who 1n good faith gives
help or advice to a married persen to cure or prevent
disease”

Section 1145 1s too harsh because no exception
1s made theremn in favor of contraceptive adwice as
such, even though given by duly hicensed physicians

The Sanger case 1s confusing because, although
it does cover contraceptive advice, it hmits such
advice to marred persons for the cure or preven-
tion of disease, and this 1s despite the fact that
Section 1145 makes no mention of marned persons
The Sanger case 1s further objectionable from the
point of view of evidence, 1n that it 1njects the ele-
ment of good faith as a requisite on the part of the
physician, and possibly places upon him the burden

of establishing 1t The case breeds confusion be-
cause 1t appears to indicate that, in order to just-
ify the physician 1n giving contraceptive aid, the
married status must be concomitant with the need
for the cure or prevention of disease, and that 1n
the absence of the status, treatment mght not be
given even to cure or preveni disease In view of
the foregoing 1t 13 obvious that there 1s urgent need
for the revision of the present legislation In such
revision, the following points should be considered

Duly lLcensed physicians should have proper
latitude to give contraceptive advice and treatment
to marred persons for any purpose, and to other
persons for the cure or prevention of disease Per-
sons acting under the direction, or pursuant to the
prescription, of duly licensed physicians should be
granted similar immumty This 1s essential to pro-
tect nurses and mmdividuals connected with Birth
Control climecs Moreover, it should be made law-
ful for physicians and persons acting under their
direction, to announce to the commumity when,
where, how and from whom contraceptive advice or
materal may be legally obtamed It should hke-
wise be made lawful for a person who 1s not a phys:-
cian, to tell another where the latter may lawfully
obtain contraceptive advice or material Proper
exemption should be made in favor of manufactur-
ers, distmbutors and druggists to insure proper
arculation of contraceptive materal for any of
the legal purposes aforesaid
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Morns L Ernst, the attorney who defended the
Birth Control Chime with such signal success m
connection with the police raid last year, has indi-
cated a possible solution He maintains that much
of the present confusion could be cleared up 1f Sec-
tion 1142 were permitted to remamn, if Section
1145 were repealed, and if the following amend-
ment were adopted to Section 1142

This section shall not apply to a physician,
lawfully practicing or to a person duly acting
under the direction or prescription of such
physician, who sells, lends, gives away, uses or
applies, or offers to sell, lend, give away, use or
apply, or has 1n his possession with intent to
sell lend, give away, use or apply, any instru-
ment or article, or any recipe, drug or medicine
for the contraceptive treatment of married per-
sons, or for the cure or prevention of disease, or
who gives advice or information relative to con-
traceptive treatment for the purpose aforesaid,
or who writes or prints, or causes to be written
or printed, a card, circular, pamphlet or notice
of any kind, or gives informatien orally stating
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when, where, how, of whom, or by what means
such advice, information, treatment, 1nstrument,
article, recipe, drug, or medicine may be ob-
tained or purchased for the purposes aforesad,
nor shall this section apply to a person who gives
mformation, orally or otherwise, stating when,
where, how or of whom contraceptive advice, in-
formation or treatment may be obtamed for the
purposes aforesaid, nor shall this section apply
to a person who manufactures, sells, lends, gives
away, or offers to manufacture, sell, lend or give
away, any mstrument or article, or any recipe,
drug or medicine for such contraceptive treat-
ment, or who has 1n his possession or manufac-
tures with intent to se sell, lend or give away
any such mstrument or article, or any such re-
cipe, drug or medicine, at the direction or upon
the prescription of a physician lawfully prac-
tieing, nor shall this section apply to any per-
son who writes, prints or distributes, or causes
to be wntten, printed or distributed, any cr-
cular, pamphlet or publication contaimng con-
traceptive information for use and distribution
1n the medical profession

Birth Control in China and J apan

By WALTER BUCHLER

HINA’S population 1s estimated to number be-
tween 415 and 500 milhons, the latter figure
probably being nearer the mark The majonty are
engaged on the land and are extremely poor, ekeing
out a bare existence But the average Chinese 1s a
stoie, a philosopher who takes hfe as 1t comes, does
not cry over calamities or misfortunes (which are
fairly frequent i1n China}), and his amm 1n Iife 1s to
bring up as large a fammly as possible, so as to per-
petuate his family from generation to generation
He marries as a rule at an early age, is parents
choosing his future partner in hfe for him through
the medium of a match-maker The Chinese can
have only one legal wife, but there 1s nothing to
prevent him from mtating the example of Jaccb
and taking concubmes, the number depending on
his wealth He marries expressly for the purpose
of begetting a family and the larger he 1s able to
make 1t the better he 1s pleased Boys are pre-
ferred What his wife and concubines think does
not enter his mind , how he 1s going to bring up and
support & large family 1s left to the future
The fact 1s that woman’s status 1s still low among

the Chinese — not in the matter of respect but in
the work she must do Among the poorer classes
not only does she bear a large number of children,
lnok after them and after the home, but she also
contributes towards the family income It 1s noth-
ing uncommon for a woman 1n China to work harder
than her husband The birth and death rates n
China are accordingly high, the competition for
employment exceedingly keen, and wages are lower
than perhaps anywhere else in the world

Much of this state of affairs in China 1s due to
lack of educational facilities and of opportunities
for the ordinary Chinese to improve his position
The present Government does not seem unfavor-
ably inchined towards Birth Control though, up to
the present, little has been done n this direction
There 1s no open opposition from Central or Pro-
vincial authorities as there has been and still 1s 1
Japan It is only the individual who has to be con-
vinced, and that should not be difficult with the
Chinese, who are always ready to hsten to anything
which may help them to a better hfe Foreigners
could do a great deal in this direction by establish-
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ing a number of up-to-date chmes 1in the more 1m-
portant cities, starting with Shanghai Instruc-
tion could be given to medical students, as well as
advice to individuals, a small contribution being
asked from all who can afford it The Nationalist
Government has already engaged foreign experts
to advise 1t on railways, finance and other mmpor-
tant national matters Foreign help in the matter
of orgamzing some system of Birth Control in
China would certainly be welcome, and would help
promote friendship between East and West, which
1s now more necessary than ever

BIRTH CONTROL SPREADING IN JAPAN

Food and population are two of Japan’s most
pressing problems For the former she 1s becom-
ing more and more dependent on foreign supphes,
while her population increases by about a million
a year, and 1s now over 65,000,000 In the Toku-
gawa period, before Japan had any mtercourse
with foreign nations, efforts were made from time
to time to check the birth-rate by late marriage,
abortion and infanticidde During the last fifty
years, however, the people have been encouraged to
have large families — 1 fact this doctrie has been
preached in Japan as a patrniotic duty The women
had httle to say in the matter and 1t was thewr
duty to obey their lords and masters simplicitly
This was no difficult matter, as women’s whole up-
bringing tended 1n that direction She had prac-
tically no freedom 1n the choice of & husband, little
control over his actions, and no redress when they
Justified reproach Her place was in the home, and
her duty was to lock after the children and the
house

Dunng recent years, Japan has been passing
through profound changes The position of women
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has improved, their voices are being heard — at
least to some extent, though not by any means as
much as 1n Western countries, and interest n
physical health 1s greater than before The n-
creased cost of Living due to high taxation and
excessive protection, the desire for a better stand-
ard of hving, and the tendency among Japanese
to adopt new 1deas and new methods, especially
when mtroduced from abroad — all these factors
have led to the spread of Birth Control among the
Japanese people, rich and poor

Officially*, the Japanese autherities frown on
any policy of Birth Control and do not encourage
people who try te preach this doetrine, they want
to see the population mcrease and hope to solve
the problems of food and population by encourag-
ing emigration and developing Japan’s overseas
trade, thus creating more employment i the coun-
try The Population and Food Commission set up
by the Japanese Government seems to be m favor of
Birth Control to some extent, and would enforce
legal control over Birth Control chmes and meth-
ods, and the instruments and drugs on sale for this
purpose Not long ago, the Nihon Ishika: (Japan
Medical Association) submitted to the Home Min-
1ster a recommendation for the enactment of laws
encouraging Birth Control in Japan as a means
of keeping down the number of physically unfit,
The mihtary authorities in Japan, however, are
absolutely agamst any form of Birth Control, but
there 1s every evidence to show that their influence
with the people 1s on the decline, and that modern
methods of contraception will be adopted mm Japan
to an ever-increasing extent

*See January Bmra Coxtror Review for account of the
first official encouragement of Birth Control in Japan Tokya
plans to mitiate Birth Control chnics as a method of aiding
the dependent poor

The Apple Tree

By Isavora Kerm

Carefully he budded the apple tree

“No siree I don’t beheve in Birth Control I
was brought up 1n a God-fearing home, by decent,
law-abiding parents My father always said, “Let
nature take her course Let the babies come They
are welcome, and as long as I have a bite to eat
they may share 1t

“Yes, but 1 those days 1t was easier to feed a

large famly than 1t 1s to-day And besides, not
everyone 1s as well fixed as you are What about
the poor 1n the big cities ??

“Well, if they were thrifty they could get along
I’ve always found that where there’s a will there’s
a way and God provides No siree 1t’s no use
talking Birth Control to me I believe mn letting
nature take her course.”

Carefully he budded the next apple tree
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POPULATION SECTION

The Law of Correspondence of Birth- and Death-Rates

Ezcerpts from “The Malthusian

Doctrine and Its Modern Aspects”

By C V DRYSDALE

IF population constantly presses against the
means of subsistence, the increase of population
15 kept back to the increase of subsistence, just as
the speed of a tramn must be kept back to that of a
train in front of it on the same track

Now, 1 each country over a considerable period
there 18 a fairly constant rate at which 1ts food
supply can be imncreased, either by improvements of
1ts methods of agriculture, by the bringing of new
land into cultivation, by improvements of means of
transport, or by the development of its manufac-
tures, which can be exchanged for the food of other
countries

In long-settled countries, confined chiefly to the
advance of agniculture, like France, India, and
China, this inerease must be comparatively slow
In those having large tracts of new land, Lke
Canada and Australa, 1t may be very high, as 1t
formerly was mn the United States The same 1s
true of countries which, although long settled, have
only recently escaped from severe feudal restric-
tiors, as in Russia and the Balkan States In the
last category are countries which have already de-
veloped their agriculture fairly fully, but have
natural resources and aptitude for manufacturing,
as, for example, Great Britain, Germany, and the
United States at the present day, and 1n these the
mcrease will, as a rule, be at an intermediate rate
That 1s to say, that each country has a more or
less definite speed of its food tramm (to use the
analogy previously adopted) fixed by the energy
and capability of 1ts inhabitants and by its natural
resources

What conclusion do we draw irom this? Simply
that as the population train cannot pass the food
tram, 1t can only advance at the same rate, and
therefore any attempt to advance more rapidly
will only cause colhsions and loss of Iife Or, in
terms of population, all excess of the birth-rate
over a certain mmimum required to keep pace with
the food supply will only cause an mcrease of the

death-rate, without accelerating the increase of
population

In other words, a high birth-rate imphes a high
death-rate, a low arth-rate, a low death-rate, and

3

p BIRTH RATE g
a [ L]

Zé_rh_ FI Hﬁ rr']- _FJ _'1|-F hu-

A A Hanont, o

i T[T al

2 [N
.

%

14

p DEATHARATE

10}

8l

13

4

2

0.

WESTERN EUROPE

Figures on the left demgnate birth- and death-rates per
thousand Note the conswtent declne after 1876, the lyme
of the Knowlton tnal

a rise or fall of the former should produce an ap-
proximately equal rise or fall of the latter Ths
may be called the law of correspondence of birth-
and death-rates

Before going imnto the national aspect of this
question, let us simply consider the homely example
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of a laborer’s famly If we have a young couple
setting out on marrned life in London on a pound
a week, as so many thousands of couples do, this
means, on the prices existing just before the war,
that they could adequately nourish themselves and
one child by very good management If the hus-
band 15 a good average man, he may expect hs
wages to rise by five shilings a week every four or
five years, and for each such sum they could sup-
port one more child But if the children arrive more
rapidly than this, as they almost mvarably do,
they simply cannot be properly nourished, and,
unless other help 1s forthcoming, they or the mother
become 1ll from under-nutrition, and deaths oceur,
norunally due to certain diseases, but which have
their origin 1n under-feeding Unless the birth-rate
1n the laboring classes as a whole, therefore, 15 ex-
ceedingly low, there will be deaths from pressure
of surplus children on the family food supply , and
the greater the number of births, the greater will
be the deaths, as 1s perfectly well recogmzed by
all who know anything of such families

Now, m the case of nations, the great bulk of
their populations are always made up of the poor
or wage-earmng families we have been considering,
and it 1s therefore obvious that, as a whole, the
same rule should prevail, 1 e, that all births over
a certain mmmum should cause a simlar number
of premature deaths The mimmum will certanly
be different 1n different countries with different op-
portumties, as 1t 1s 1n different famihes, but the
broad principle should remain, that countries of
high birth-rates should, as a whole, have high
death-rates, that those of low irth-rates should
have low death-rates, and that changes in therr
birth-rates should produce simlar changes in their
death-rates except 1n so far as any rapid and fun-
damental change takes place 1 their productive
powers, owing to the mtroduction of a new indus-
trial regume, an escape from tyranmcal restric-
tions, etc

A remarkable example of the correspondence of
birth- and death-rates in various parts of the com-
munity, at the same period, 18 given 1n the case of
Paris 1n 1906 Although the birth-rates vary all
the way from 11 1n the Elysee quarter to 24 1n the
working class quarters of Buttes Chaumont and
Memlmontant, the death-rates are so closely de-
pendent on them that the survival- rate in the hugh
birth-rate guarters 1s no higher than mn the low
birth-rate ones, the correlation being actually as
high as 95
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The law of correspondence between birth- and
death-rates, deduced from the Malthusian doctrine
of pressure of population on food, 1s one of the most
defimite and important laws in the whole range of
sociology, and it affords a most striking verfica-
tion of the doctrine

If subsistence can only be increased at a low rate,
population cannot, of course, increase faster than
it Consequently, if there 1s a high birth-rate (a low
prudential check), there must be a high death-rate
(2 high positive check) to carry off the surplus
We nvestigated this important deduction both by
mspection of diagrams of the birth- and death-
rates of various countres, and by calculation of
the co-efficients of correlation between them, arriv-
ing at the conclusion that, m spite of the different
possibilities of food production mn different coun-
tries and at different epochs, the correspondence
between birth- and death-rates was a very close
one This 1s of the utmost importance, as 1t en-
ables us to yudge the extent to which the birth-rate
must be further controlled mn order to get rd of
premature death through insufficiency of food
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MARRIAGE AND THE STATE by Mary E
Richmond and Fred S Hall Russell Sage
Foundatson, New York $2 50

ARRIAGE AND THE STATE™ 1s the re-
port of a practical fact-finding investiga-

tion which was designed to bring about improve-
ment 1n American marriage laws and theirr admin-
1stration “There has been too much discussion,”
say the authors, “too hittle intelhgent action

In making the study mimety-six cities and towns
m thirty states were visited Forty-four of these
places, however, were located in seven states —
Massachusetts, Ilhnois, New York, Alabama, Whs-
consin, Califorma and Oklahoma — states selected
for special investigation because they differed in
frontier begmnings, statutory provisions, cimatic
and geographical conditions, industral character-
1stics and racial influences License 1ssues and “ds-
mterested witnesses,” such as judges, clergymen,
social workers and doctors, were mterviewed and
there was correspondence with 588 places not
visited

Part I describes “What Happens i License
Offices” Probably the most interesting section
mn this part characterizes the marmage mar-
ket town “To be a marrage market town the
impression must somehow have gone abroad that
getting married 1s there made unusually expeditious
and easy” The marrymg justice, the taxicab
driver, the hired runner, the too obliging license
1ssuer, and the marrying parson are types of ex-
ploiters found in these towns It 1s sigmficant that
not one of the fifty-seven marriage market towns
discovered 1n the survey 1s 1n “a state that for any
considerable time has had a complete advance no-
tice law

Part II, “Some Social Aspects of Marmnage”,
begms with a discussion of youthful and child
marriages “The marriage of a girl between six-
teen and eighteen 1s described as a youthful mar-
riage, and that of a girl under sixteen as a child
marnage ” Few boys marry in their early teens
“We found that there were at the very least two-
thirds of a million people Iiving the Umted States
today who have participated in a child marnage
as one or the other of its two prmcipals ” Al-
though the authors conclude that “sixteen s the
lowest age standard that should be fixed by law as

the minimum marriageable age,”” a fourth of all
the states cling to the old marrageable mmmum of
twelve for girls and fourteen for boys Hasty mar-
riages, clendestine marnages and evasive out-of-
state marmages are also discusseda 1n this part

In Part III, “The Marnage Ceremony”, the
reader learns that “not more than a quarter of the
marriages celebrated 1 the Umted States are
civil,” and that this namber would be smaller if the
types of marnage noted above were reduced in
number Comphcations that often develop during
the two or three difficult years of adjustment that
usually follow marrmage are best untangled with
the help of a disinterested, clear-headed and sym-
pathetic third person, say the authors, and suggest
that the clergyman who by means of prelimmary
terviews takes a genuine mnterest mn the fortunes
of the two who are to become husband and wife,
often later has an opportumty to become such an
advisor

Probably the most valuable section 1n Part IV,
“Supervision and Enforcement”, 15 that devoted to
recommendations Among the most important of
these not already mentioned are state supervision
of marnage license 1ssuance, abolition of common
law marriage, apphcation for license by both can-
didates, verification as a substitute for publaty,
home district issuance, a residental requirement,
and the double hcense, 1 e one from each state, for
cut-of-state marriages

Normanw S Havyner

MRS ANNIE BESANT, by Geoffrey West
Gerald Howe, London. 3/6

HIS 1s without doubt the finest biography of

Annme Besant yet pubhshed Though others
will follow, none will say more 1n eighty-mne pages
Here 1s sketched with a fehicity of style most mature
and readable, and with a penetration of insight and
an objectivity most unusual, Anme Besant’s umque
career as a personahty, a spiritual leader, a pioneer
1 social and political reform We need not refer
to her, as we understand Lord Haldane once did,
as the greatest of lhiving statesmen m order to ap-
preciate the undoubted influence of her activity
As one of the most remarkable women of modern
times who has championed against great odds Birth

Control, free speech, woman suffrage, socialism,
?
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Home Rule and education in India, trade umonism,
the abolition of capital punishment — to mention a
few — no one desiring to understand recent social
changes can hope to do so without an acquaintance
with her work Readers of the Review will be es-
pecially interested in the terse account of the
Knowlton tral

The book 1s as distinctive m the simple, un-
adorned beauty of 1ts typography and format as 1t
15 sigmficant as social biography or accomphshed
as a it of hiterature The first volume 1n a series
on “Representative Women”, 1t shows what can
be done by way of pubhshing sohd, well-wntten,
well-printed books at so low a price as eighty-five
cents in cloth American publishers will learn many
things from this series 1f they are wise

Norman E HiMes

A COMMONPLACE LIFE, by Mrs W F Robie
Pwe Terrace, Baldwmnulle, Mass Prvoately
prnted $5 00

THIS autobiography by the wife of a proneer
American sexologist 1s not an ambitious book,
nor a book with a “purpose ” It 1s simply a quiet,
sunht picture of simple, loving lives well Lived, of
hopes fulfilled, and trals met with a brave heart
It may well be typical of a large stratum of Amen-
can famly hfe among worthwhile people of whom
Little 1s ever seen 1n print, but who contribute much
to the strength and beauty and well-bemng of the
nation

The book 1s well written and shows the author
to be a woman of good education and sound n-
teligence Evidently possessed of great energy
and versatility, she not only bore seven children,
but kept house, sewed, panted, played the piano,
learned the pipe organ, taught the children musie,
took an active part i hierary societies and wom-
en’s clubs, taught school part of the time, helped
her husband with his patients and with his writings,
studied French, rode a bicycle, and yet found time
to be gay and young with her children and to share
generously in their hopes and fears, in their edu-
cation, their love affairs and their marmages A
beautiful mother this, and a beaut:ful wife, a well-
rounded central figure 1n this skilfully drawn genre
picture

Dr Walter F Robie 15 here shown chiefly in the
role of lover, husband, and father, in which he ap-
pears to have been quite dehightful, but very little
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is sa1d of his work except as 1t was the cause of
various domestic changes His interest in Birth
Control, which 15 well known to have been both
strong and of a practical nature, 13 only casually
touched upon by the statements that he made a
special trip from Baldwinville to New York to see
Marie Stopes when she was here, and again visited
her when in England, that he read a paper at Mrs
Sanger’s first Birth Control conference, and also
at the Sixth International Conference

Lattle 1s said of hus books, except that “The Art
of Love” and “Sex and Life’’ were suppressed
through the efforts of the Watch and Ward Society
m 1921, after which some copies of “The Art of
Love” sold as high as $50 — but the author never
received more than thirty cents a copy for any of
them'

Mrs Robie’s own attitude towards childbearing
15 one which should please the eugenicists, and one
which those interested in Birth Control should
stress 1f the work 1s to become an effective agent for
race improvement I will give it 1n her own words
“T never wanted anything :n my hfe as I wanted my
seventh baby ” “I could never see why people who
could have them and who had plenty of money to
educate them ever managed to get along wmathout a
baby all the time »

Here 15 frankly expressed the spontaneous feel-
g of a healthy, happy, intelhgent woman, not
rich in this world’s goods, but with enough to hive
1n comfort and to educate her children Let those
who fear that Birth Control will mean the danger-
ous reduction of our best stocks take notice! Given
her favorable physical, economic, and emotional
background, would not the great mass of women be
likely to yield to the natural desire of happy wives
to enlarge the family circle?

Perhaps the reason the book has so little to say
about Dr Robie 15 that 1t was written not so much
for the public as for the famous psychatnst him-
self All but the last chapter was finished before his
death, and he read 1t with great interest and satis-
faction The final chapter deals with his death,
which came so suddenly 1n August 1928, and quotes
some of the tributes paid to his work and to himself
as a man, 1n part as follows

When Dr Walter F Robie began to at-
tract attention by his wntings, 1t was to bring
down upon himself bitter criticism, cruel mis-
understandings, and active persecution, for,
with a mind which saw far 1n advance of his col-
leagues  he was boldly attacking the absurdi
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ties and superstitions of a subject which was
wholly taboo among laymen and scarcely less so
among members of the medical prefession But,
regardless of all this, he persevered 1 his under-
takings to bring about a better recogmtion of
the importance of sex 1n relation to problems of
psychology, sociology, and the American home
He was already credited with being one
of the foremost authorities on psychiatry, and
was better known in England than m America
From a paper read before a branch of the
Massachusetts Medical Society

Mrs Robie met her great bereavement with forti-
tude Something of her spiritual quahty 1s shown
1 her reflections on their trip to Europe together
when'they were both past sixty “It seems as if 1t
must have been the very nicest thing that ever could
happen to us It even seems a httle unbecoming to
go on living after such a wonderful thing happens
to a person 7 Inless than two years Dr Robie
died

Limited 1 1ts appeal, and concerned with the
lesser details of hfe as this book 1s, “A Common-
place Life” 1s nevertheless a work of much homely
beauty It gives a deep msight nto a wholesome
way of living that 1s rarely reflected 1n the current
literature of this restless age

Mary Lovuise InmMaAN

Sociology from Two Viewpoints

PRINCIPLES OF SOCIOLOGY, by Rudolph M
Binder Prentice-Hall, New York $4 00

qo many textbooks entitled “Principles of So-
W) ciology” are being peddled around the colleges
that an addition to their number must claim some
distinctive menits It may be said for this one that
it 15 dufferent from any other, but whether these
differences which 1t exhibits are adequate to justify
1ts existence 15 much more doubtful

Professor Binder gives much prominence and
space to the subject of population, but his argu-
ment lack focus and cogency His conclusions
here, and throughout the book, are stated in the
form of “laws’, but his “laws”, of which several
appear 1n every chapter, are merely general obser-
vations or vague reflections His “law of sex” 1s
for example that “sex 1s the most vital and funda-
mental differentiation, on which all further steps in
evolution depend ” And he states a “law of re-
bgion” as follows “Man has always and every-
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where sought the aid of superhuman beings to assist
him 1n the struggle for existence, and the character
of religion has advanced or retarded his progress »
Tt 1s rather absurd to single out such statements as
laws, and 1t helps to give a pseudo-scientific char-
actor to the work

Much that Professor Binder writes shows a
sound common sense, but he 1s too apt to think that
social problems can be solved by exhortation His
remedies for marrnage difficulties, for example, are
(1) that in modern society there 1s an over-empha-
s1s on sex and that this should be avoided, (2) that
pre-marital continence 1s socially necessary and
mmdividually beneficial, (8) that true love “founds
a monogamic family, lasts through hfe, rears chil-
dren, and becomes, through its telic attitude, the
best social asset and the greatest boon to the in-
dividual”  All this 1s very comforting but 1t 1s
better preaching than 1t 1s science, and 1t utterly
fails to come to grips with the real problem A
scientist must take human beings as they are or
his good morals will run a grave nsk of becoming
bad science To understand the problems of the
present-day family we must see them in relation
to a changing economic order, to a new status of
women, to the decline 1n dogmatic religron, to the
growth of city hfe, to the fall in the birth-rate and
the death-rate, and so forth Why, 1n this connec-
tion, does Professor Binder fail to discuss one of
the most important conditions of the new character
of the farmly — the practice of Birth Control?

The orgamsm 1s a umt, body and mind, and 1t
strives towards completion This 1s the general law
which underhes the numerous other “laws” which
Professor Binder offers But it 1s as vague as most
of the rest unti] we know what completion means
Professor Binder goes so far as to approve of the
sterilization of “all confirmed ¢riminals with crim-
nal ancestry ” But perhaps they too are striving

for “completion”
R M Maclver

SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS, by J O Hertzler
McGraw-Hdl Book Co., New York $2 50

qOCIOLOGY has reduced many of 1ts readers to
K7 utter bewilderment Those tramned in the nat-
ural sciences are often repelled by vague and varied
use of terms such as soctal forces and socral wmsts-
tutions A layman may especially puzzle over a
term such as the latter because i1t seems to have
nothing to do with almshouses, banks, jails and
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universities, which he has come to regard as typical
social mstitutions

Professor Hertzler has written a valuable book
with a view to dissipating confusion and clarifying
at least this particular concept His book1s a care-
ful, scholarly and stimulating account of the insti-
tutionahzed aspects of culture It deals with the
compositions, continuity and change of social in-
stitutions, their relation to each other, to environ-
ment, to the individual personality and to social
values

Following a discussion made with due respect for
current sociological usage, he concludes that “a
social 1nstitution 1s a complex of concepts and at-
titudes regarding the ordering of a particular class
of unavoidable or indispensable human relation-
ships that are wvolved m satisfying certain ele-
mental individual wants, certain compelling social
needs, or other eminently desirable social ends The
concepts and attitudes are condensed mto mores,
customs, traditions and codes ”” This statement 1s
supplemented by an analysis of social institutions
mto the following components,1deas, attitudes, cus-
toms, codes, forms of social relationship, standard-
1zed habits, associations and physical extentions
This last item would include churches, jails and
bank buildings, the parts confused with the insti-
tutions themselves by those sociologically un-
sophisticated

The author shows himself a competent social
psychologist 1n his discussion of the transmission
of imstitutions and has full awareness of the re-
ciprocal relation between personality and culture
Further acumen 1s displayed 1n his treatment of the
inevitable process of mstitutional change, 1n that
the 1deal of & group mind 1s discarded in favor of the
view that modification comes through the efforts of
dynamic leaders and informed laymen For many
readers this discussion of change 1n social mnstitu-
tions with its stress on ecnticism and penodic over-
hauling will be themost interesting part of the book
In view of his stress upon institutions as a means to
a good hife there 1s scant justification for a large
farmmly as an end 1 1tself when eugenic and economie
constderations are such that misery 1s the mevitable
outcome Al those concerned with stormung the
strongholds of obscurantism and bigotry will find
his account of the essential basis of institutional
inflexibihity useful

There are, of course, hmitations to the book and

problems 1nevitably remain unsolved One may still
be somewhat perplexed as to the exact meammng
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of the terms marrage and family One could also
welcome some further discussion of social mstitu-
tions in relation to concepts of the anthropologists,
for example, that of the *“umiversal culture pat-
tern ” While the obvious fact of overlapping func-
tiens of institutions make a rigid classification 1m-
possible, some further account might have been
rendered of the relation between major institu-
tions, such as that of the fam:ly, and minor insti-
tutions such as courtship, paternal authonty, in-
heritance and divorce procedure When does a cus-
tom become an mstitution? The ultra “tough
minded” among the sociologists might suggest that
Professor Hertzler 1s more preoccupied at times
with values than 1s justified 1n a strictly scientific
treatise

All things considered the book 1s well worth the
attention of sociologists and others interested in
the mstitutionalized aspects of our culture

Crirrorp KizkraTrICK

Books Received

Tue TwiticHT oF CHrIsTIANITY, by Harry Elmer
Barnes Vanguard Press, New York $3 00

Trae Sex Lire oF YouTH, by Grace Loucks Elliott

and Harry Bone Association Press, New Y ork
$1 50

Curtvran Cuawee, by F Stuart Chapin The

Century Social Science Series, Century Press,
New York $350

Brooo Grouring 1N RELATION T0 LEGAL AND CrLIN-
ical. MEDICINE, by Laurence H Snyder Wil-
hams and Willkins, Baltimore $5 00

Men axp Moravs, by Woodbnidge Riley Double-
day Doran, Garden Csty, L I $5 00

HerepiTy AND HuMan ArFaies, by E M East
Charles Scribners’ Sons, New York $350

PortralT oF A CHinese Lapy, by Lady Hosie
Willsam Morrow, New York $5 00

WHaaTt Is Evcexnics®, by Major Leonard Darwin
Galton Publishing Co, New York $1 00

Tae Humax Mino, by Karl Menninger Alfred 4
Knopf, New York $500

THE Poiso~n oF PrupERY, by Walter M Gallichan
The Stratford Press, Boston $2 50
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News Notes

UNITED STATES

HE Western States Conference on Birth Con-
trol and Population Problems, orgamzed by
Margaret Sanger, was held in Los Angeles on Feb-
ruary 20th, 21st and 22nd A general orgamza-
tion session, economic, medical, sociologic and
legislative sessions and a mass meeting comprised
the program
The Conference Committee was as follows
Margaret Sanger, Chairman, Raymond H Arnold,
Executive Secretary, Mrs Edythe C Biorkman,
Treasurer, and Theodore Curtis Abel, D D, Mal-
colm Bissell, Ph D, Fred L. Bramerd, Oliver M
Butterfield, DD, Mrs John P Buwalda, Mrs
Kemper Campbell, T Perceval Gerson, M D, Mrs
Frank A Gibson, Etta Gray, MD, John R
Haynes, M D, Allan A Hunter, D D, George R
Kirkpatrnick, A B, Mrs Everett B Latham, Mrs
Ehzabeth McManus,Mrs Clark B Millikan, Aaron
J Rosanoff, MD, Mrs B P Schulberg, Mrs
Sarah Bixby Smith, Mrs Guy Yan Bushirk, Miriam
Van Waters, Ph D
As we go to press we have on hand only the pro-
gram of the conference, giving subjects discussed,
and speakers We hope to give excerpts from some
of these addresses 1n onr next 1ssue We list here a
few to give some 1dea of the scope of the Conference

Russia AND THE Far Easr

Alexander Kaun, Ph D — Professor of Slavic
Languages, Umwversity of Califorma, Berkeley

PoruraTion GrowTH anp Evurorean UNREST
Constantine Panunzio, Ph D — Professor of So-
ciology, State Teachers College, San Diego

Tue BriTisH GovErRNMENT Axp Bmmra ConTnoL

Margaret Spring-Rice — Chawrman Birth Control
Commattce, North Kensmgton, London

Tae Next STeEP 1N BieTr CoNnTROL
Margaret Sanger — Chairman Natwonal Commat-
tee on Federal Legislation for Burth Control,
New York City

BT ConTrol AXD THE PoruraTion ProBLEM

Graham A Lamg, M A — Professor of Econom-
1cs, Californsa Insteitute of Technology, Pasa-
dena

BieTH-RATE AND EMPLOYMENT
George B Mangold, Ph D — Professor of Socs-
ology, Unwersity Southern Califorma, Los
Angeles
Birta ConTtroL as A CENTRAL FacTor In
CoxstrucTivE FarMm RELIEF
Ralph M Rutledge, AM — Assistant Professor
of Economics, Unsversity of Califorma at Los
Angeles
Mepicar INvicaTioNs For CoNTEACEPTION
John V Barrow, MD — Past Presmdent, Los
Angeles County Medwal Association

Pusric HeavtH axp Bizre ConTROL
Charles L. Bennett, M D — Member, Medical Ad-
wnsory Board of Los Angeles County Health
Department
Tue Divorce ProsrLEm aND BirTH CoNTROL
Reverend Allan A Hunter — Pastor, Mt Holly-
wood Congregatiomal Church, Hollywood
Love axp Magriace
G V Hamlton, M D — Director of the Bureau
of Social Hygwene, New Y ork City, author of
“d Research In Marrage”
Leear Osstacies To Raciar ProcrEess
Margaret Sanger — Chairman, National Commat-
tee on Federal Legislation for Bsrth Control,
New York City

caLlFoeNIA  Mrs Sanger spoke on the Federal
Amendment before the National
Council of Jewish Women, meeting 1n Los Angeles

on January 16th

The State Department of Health
has recently 1ssued a summary of
vital statistics for the past five years The birth-
rate has dechined 15 per cent, from 19 5 per thou-
sand 1n 1925 to 16 5 per thousand in 1929 It 1s
significant that the dechine seems to be quite regu-
lar and systematic

Mrs Willard V King spoke on
the proposed Federal Amendinent
at the weekly luncheon meeting of the Business and
Professional Women’s club of Morristown, on Feb-
ruary 10th Miss Henriette Hart, of the New Jer-
sey Birth Control League, spoke under the auspices
of the League of Women Voters at the home of Mrs
Chifford M Baker of Plainfield, on January 21st

CONNECTICUT

NEW JERSEY
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NEW YORK The League of Women Voters of
Buffalo will hold a series of four edu-
cational talks on Birth Control, sponsored by Mrs

Chauncey J Hamhn The medical, the social serv-
1ce, the economic and the eugenic aspects of the
subject will be presented The meetings will be held
in March and early April

Wilham H Coulton will address the Bronx
Hungaran Workers’ Club on March 21st Dr
Cooper spoke at the Workers’ Self Education
League on February 14th

The American Birth Control League has recent-
ly offered to furmish speakers for Mothers’ Clubs
mm New York City settlement houses The Union
Settlement, the Maternal Aid Association, God’s
Prowvidence House, Madison House, and Bethlehem
Day Nursery have already arranged for speakers,
and further requests are coming 1n daily The
mterrelation between social work and Birth Con-
trol cannot be too strongly stressed, and the quick
response of the social workers 1s heartening

Professor Harold W Schoen-
berger, of the Umversity of
Pittsburgh, reports on a questionnaire recently
answered by three hundred students under his di-
rection The majority were in favor of Birth Con-
trol and opposed to capital pumshment and the
eighteenth amendment

PENNSYLVANIA

CHINA

HE Shangha: Women’s Association passed a

resolution at its January meeting petitioning
the National Government to legislate agamnst the
present system of concubmage

JAPAN

The Medical News of February 8th carried the
following 1eport of the Birth Control situation 1n
Tokyo

Discussion and debates aganst the plan be-
came prominent even among lawyers and physi-
cians The Tokyo Doctors’ Association ap-
pointed commissioners to investigate this prob-
lem from medical and hygiemc points of view
In spite of all the antagomsm of the government
and of the metropolitan police, Mr Shirakama
and Mr Yasm are endeavoring to carry it out
practically in some way or other More than 500
letters of support have been received 1n the city
office, and 1n eight health centers in the eity
The social bureau has decided to receive the
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registered poor mn the public hospitals through
the mtroduction of the district citizens’ commat-
tee, but without much pubhcity

ENGLAND

THE annual report of the Society for the Pro-
vision of Birth Control Climes for 1928-29
shows slow but interesting progress There are
twelve climcs affiliated with the central orgamza-
tion No data on percentage of failures 15 given,
but records are kept, 1n order to further scientific
research From September 1928 to September
1929, 3,881 new cases were treated, and 8,843 old
cases returned

The Shored:tch Borough Council passed the fol-
lowing resclution and sent it through the country
for other Borough Councils to act on News of its
passage or rejection, with attendant discussions,
18 keeping Birth Control on the front page of the
English press

That this Council recogmzes that the ques-
tion of famly hmitation 1s one to be settled by
the individuals concerned It further recog-
nizes, however, that a demand exists among work-
ing-class married women for reliable and private
information as to methods of family hmtation,
and places on record its opimon that such mar-
ried women should not be prevented by lack of
means from obtaimng the help they desire It
therefore calls upon the Mimstry of Health to
allow those municipalities whe wish to do so, to
provide facilities for such information through
the public services

GERMANY

HE Federation for Large Fambles 1s carrying

on active propoganda for a return to the well-
filled nurseries of the past The organization, which
has been 1n existence for ten years, has 500,000
members 1 850 branches Families with four or
more children are eligible for membership

* %+ *

The nation which sets before 1tself the ambition
largely to increase 1ts population 1s already a bad
partner 1n the international commonwealth of man-
kind, and the Church which refuses to face such
facts 1s a reactionary force i world progress
Each country ought to consider 1tself under an ob-
hgation to keep 1ts population fairly constant

Dr BarxEs, Bishop of Birmngham
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Bizta ConTroL REVIEW

Readers’ Page

We urge sur readers to express thewr opinsons for publication on this page Comments, criti-
cisms, 1deas, suggestions, for the Review and for the Birth Control movement, are welcome

ADVICE TO INDIA

Upton Sinclawr has recently sent the followng
letter to the editor of “Janmabhumi”, Madras,
Indwa

DEear Sin

I have read your two-page statement as to the
purposes of your leaders in the event of your
achieving Swara)

I note that you expect to abolish famine from
your country This 1s a large task, and I looked
wrth some concern to see if you know how to do 1t
I hope that you will pardon a suggestion from an
outsider who, seeing the problem from a distance,
may possibly be abler to have a clearer view

We are all famhar with the law of Malthus,
which applies to humanity as to all things else 1n
nature Population, not restricted by social ef-
fort, presses upon the hmts of subsistence, and 1s
kept down by famne, plague and war Assuming
that you desire to abolish these three methods,
there 1s nothing left but deliberate hmitation of
nature’s blind fecundity But I lock in the para-
graph dealing with your plans concerning women,
and I do not find one word about Birth Control It
seems to me that this 1s cextamnly the most impor-
tant matter with which you could deal

1 do not know the state of the laws and public
opimion in your country concermng 1t If you are
legally permitted to teach methods of contracep-
tion to the masses of your people, then your pro-
gram should call for the wide spreading of this
knowledge If there are religious or social preju-
dices against the use of contraception, you should
certamnly set out to oppose these If 1t 1s simply
ignorance which keeps your people from using this
most 1mpertant of all modern discoveries and so-
cial remedies, then you need a great campaign to
spread the knowledge Certainly, whatever else
you may do, and however wise and benevolent may
be your other efforts to help your people, you wll
accomphsh absolutely nothing until you substitute
quahty for quantity in your racial production, and
hft your people above those laws which govern the
production of rabbits

Please do not think that T am singhng out the
people of India for any special reprobation The
statements in this letter would apply equally well
to the people of China, or Japan, or Italy or Great
Britain or the United States of America In our
country 1t 1s only the propertied classes who prac-
tice Birth Contrel The masses are kept 1n igno-
rance, mamly by the power of superstition The
only difference 1s that in Britain and America there
are a few enhghtened persons who see the problem
clearly, and no one 1n our country would lay out a
program of national reform without mmcluding the
teaching of Birth Control That 1s the reason for
this letter

Califorma Urroxn SiNcLAIR

A HEARTY FAREWELL

My pEar Kitrty Marion

Many times I’ve stopped and bought a Birra
ConrroL REviEW from you at Macy’s corner, then
left 1t on a train seat or store counter, knowing
full well that someone would find 1t and read 1t at
home, or I’ve ridden 1n a Fifth Avenue bus holding
it up for all to see while reading 1t — hoping to
arouse someone’s desire to buy a copy some time
Now you’re going away and I shall miss you

Many others will miss you, sincerelv muss you,
and I'm sure all of us are wishing you a happy rest
in England DI’ve admired your courage to face the
crowds and the smurks and the sneers and the ramn
and the winds every time I pass you

I hope we may see you in New York again some-
time I’m tucking in a little valentine with every
good wish for your happiness

EKS

WITH A RENEWAL CHECK

To THE EpIiTer

Please renew my subscription for another year
The REviEW 15 so excellent that I cannot afford to
miss 1t The Japanese viewpoint 1s certainly quite
sane India needs more of that too

Califormia Joranna Cozier
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A SUGGESTION FROM ENGLAND

To TuE Eprrtor

I should like to tell you how we here in England
appreciate very much the Biera ConTROL REVIEW

The Review has one weak point, however You
do not print encugh description of the many meth-
ods of prevention * You have not sufficient articles
on the point that the medical profession are against
Birth Control because they would lose heawily
Fewer confinements and fewer sickly babies mean
more good health among the citizens and less cost
for doctors and nurses I would suggest, also, that
you run articles explaimng the dangers of thou-
sands of things used the month affer conception
The junk swallowed and the things done are ruumng
the health of thousands of women The Review
should emphasize the fact that erimunal abortions
go on, whether our opponents hike 1t or not, and 1t
15 done with such ignorance that its results are
ghastly The public has not yet realized that the
Birth Control movement 1s strongly against abor-
tion

I enjoy the mothers’ letters, the accounts of
Catholic activities, the articles on race improve-

ment, ete M E Frank
London, England

*Qur English subscriber probably does not real-
wze that the law does not permit us to print or circu-
late descriptions of contraceptrve methods

STERILIZATION IN IOWA

To THE EpiTOR

It may interest your readers to know that the
State of Iowa has a compulsory sterthzation law,
administered by a state board of eugenics, con-
sisting of the Medical Director of the Psychopathic
Hospital at the State Medical College, the Com-
missioner of Public health, and the Superinten-
dents of seven specified state institutions This law
was passed by the fortieth General Assembly in
1923

Each member of the board and the wardens of
the pemitentiary and the reformatory make quar-
terly reports of the names of persons whom they
know to be feeble-munded, insane, syphilitie, ha-
bitual criminals, moral degenerates, or who are a
menace to society

The purpose of the act 15 to secure a “better-
ment of the physical or mental condition of the
person, to protect society from the acts of such
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person, or from the menace of procreation by such
person, and 1s not in any manner a punitive

L)
measure Dr CoraserLrE FosTER

Des Mownes, Iowa

THE LOOKER-ON DOESN’T SEE THE GAME
To TaE Eniror

I have just found i1n the directory that your
Review existed and am writing te ask you to send
it to me I am one of the victims of the ignorance
of Birth Control I am 57 years old, have a wife
and six childien alive I left Ireland when I was
23 years old, went to South Africa, ived 1n Trans-
vall and Rhodesia until two years ago when I came
to America Have had experience of Gold, Dia-
mond, Copper, and Mica mming as well as hunting,
prospecting, trading Speak about ten native
lingoes, have had ng money three times But per-
haps my whole story may be interesting enough to
sell, as 1t has been tragic to me

Imay say both myself and my wife are Catholies,
and as you know, the religion 1s opposed to Birth
Control knowledge To my mind this 1s all bunk,
m fact, I will go further and say that a celibate
clergy know about as much about the question as a
Wesleyan Methodist “Dry” does about Prohibi-
tion, 1n fact 1t 1s one of the cases where the looker-
on does not see most of the game

Brooklyn, N Y J J BowLEs

A VALUED SUPPORTER
To TuE Eprror

It 15 with regret that I am compelled to pass
the opportumty by for having your valuable paper
i my home for another year It 1s only because
I have not the money available that I am com-
pelled to give it up now I have enjoyed every
1ssue the past year and have received much in-
spiration and good from reading 1t T am enclosing
some clippings fiom a local paper, The Capitol
Times, which may reveal to some extent what the
sentiment 1s 1n this locality

Since taking the Review I have read & great deal
from other sources on this subject Most of my
reading has been books published by Haldeman-
Julius Co of Girard, Kansas, especially Josephus
McCabe, Haveloch Ellis, and others

Two years ago Mrs Dora Russell, wife of
Bertrand Russell, was scheduled here in Madison,
at the Umversity of Wisconsin, to speak on Sex,
and the local priests and others raised such an
uproar that the whole aity became 1nvolved, and
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she was denied a hall to speak in until the Umtarian
Church finally let her have a lecture room After
obtaimng permission to speak at the Umversity
she was denied 1t by President Frank after pressure
was brought upon him, and the State Capitol was
next secured, but the Governor was prevailed on
to send a telegram closing the Capitol to her The
same thing happened at Labor Temple Because
1t was anssue of free speech I became a sponsor for
her lecture and afterward bought and read her book
The Right to be Happy — this led to my subscrip-
tion to the REvizw

I have a large family of eight children, all reared
upon the farm until post-war deflation drove me,
with thousands of other farmers, to the city where,
of course, conditions have grown very hittle better
for those of our class These conditions have
brought me face to face with the problems of Birth
Control, and although personally I cannot now
benefit much, yet I am interested deeply in domng
all I can to spread the knowledge of sex and fam-
ily himitation to my children and to everyone cap-
able of receiving truth

In the factory where I work I find 1t a pleasure
to spread this sort of knowledge and am satisfied
that your paper has helped me greatly in doing so

Madwson, Wisc FBH

MOBE MOTHERS’ LETTERS WANTED

To tae Epiror

Like so many other people I regret the discon-
tinuance of the letters from the class we are trving
especially to reach — they to my mind send Birth
Control,1 e 1ts value, home to every reader’s heart,
making a greater and more lasting 1mpression of
its need than any or all of the arguments for 1t
put together My suggestion, which i1s upheld as
you know by many, many others, 1s that every copy
of the Review should use at least six letters tell-
ing plainly the wretched tale of the women un-
helped by Birth Control

Lixa Ives BrinToN

A VITAL PART OF THE FAMILY LITERATURE

To rae Enrror

Enclosed 15 my renewal for the Biere ConTROL
Review for the New Year Your magazine 1s our
magazine and 1s a source of ispiration and con-
solation, being a vital part of the famly literature
I wish you and your staff a very successful year

Zearmg Iowa Warter Tioraan

Birvra ConTrorL REVIEW

Hail and Farewell!
By KITTY MARION

ANY are called, but few are chosen, and I
consider 1t a great honor and privilege to
have been a chosen instrument to bring the message
of Birth Control to many theusands of people who
would otherwise still not know of it If I have
helped to dimimish unnecessary human suffering, 1
have received a very liberal education m return
What I have not learned about human nature from
my work on the side-walks of New York 1s not worth
learmng I have come to the conclusion that human
nature 1s fundamentally good, but that depressive,
oppressive and prohibitive traimng have warped,
erippled and brutalized 1t to some degree 1n all of
us
Since the press has carried news of my trip to
England, and of the testimomal luncheon given me
by the Board of Directors of the American Birth
Control League, many strangers as well as old
friends — mecluding Cathohics — have expressed
their regret at my going, wished me good luck, and
hoped to see me again “If we don’t meet 1z this
world, I surely hope to see you in the next,” said
one woman “This corner won’t be the same when
you are gone, I’ll certainly miss you,” said another
One of Macy’s departmental heads told me the
store felt 1t was losing an old friend “I oughtn’t
to read this,” said a charming young woman,” I’m
a Catholic, but I do believe 1n Barth Control for
those who can’t support children properly * “I
saw your picture in the paper I thought youd
gone Glad to get another look at you, and don’t
be gone too long,” are a few of the hearty phrases
of the last days
Man does not hive by bread alone, and all these
friendly tributes are certanly food for my soul,
which will sustain and uphold my faith in human
nature wherever I may go
While answering the call of old friends and old
faiths, I want to thank all my friends on the streets
here for their kindly help and encouragement, and
all my would-be enemies for spurring me on to
greater efforts by their opposition and abuse And
so, hail and tarewell

There 13 not a simgle ttem m the sex mores of
a conventionally respectable American today which
squares with either science or aesthetscs

Harry ELMER BarNnEs
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The Maternal Health Center,
Newark, New Jersey
By HENRIETTE HART

N May, 1928, the New Jersey Birth Control

League saw 1ts greatest hopes and mam pur-
pose realized when the Maternal Health Center
opened The clinic 1s functioning entirely separate-
ly from the League, which acts as Trustee, but
takes no part in the policy and conduct of the
chnic, this 15 entirely under the supervision, con-
trol and guidance of the Medical Commttee on
Maternal Health The Secretary 1s the only link
between the Lay and Medical group The activities
of the League are strictly educational and m no
way medical This sharp division of policy works
well and has largely contributed to the building
up of respect and confidence among the medical
profession

There are two factors which should be born
mind

1 That all data on the medical and sexual as-
pect of the cases are omitted The report
therefore cannot fully illustrate some of the
most vital, scientific and dramatic phases of
the work

2 That to describe even a few of the numerous
cases would be too long and perhaps too one-
sided a process Much of genuine appeal
therefore 1s sacrificed, and this report can-
not lay claim to being anything but a simple
presentation of a few figures and facts

The Maternal Health Center has been function-
g 22 months Its progress may be easily ascer-
tamed by the steadily mcreasing number of pa-
tients In the first month 14 patients were ad-
mutted Within six months the number doubled, in-
creasing to an average of 50 new patients per
month toward the end of the first year At present
our monthly average 1s 75 new patients The num-
ber of clmic sessions has ncreased accordingly
from one to five, with a clinc staff of three phys:-
cians and two nurses

During the first year 510 patients were received,
increasing to 880 during the next half year, exclu-
sive of the large number of physical examinations
and interviews given to patients, refused treatment,
either for no health reason, suspected pregnancies,
or because treatment was requested on purely eco-
nomic grounds ’Che number of those requesting
treatment 1s over one thousand
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The total number of treatments given at the
chimic 15 1,350 It 1s gratifymng to find that 93 out
of every hundred patients return for the techmque-
check-up-wvisit, which 1s necessary to ensure the suc-
cess of the treatment

The sources the patients come from are of 1n-
terest An analysis of the first 500 cases shows
that

Hospitals referred 72 patients

Social welfare agencies 65
Physicians 85 »
Total 222 7

In other words 44 per cent of our patients were
referred by medical and social agencies, which 1s
an extremely mgh rate, and indicates the confid-
ence and support we have won The other 278 pa-
tients came through the recommendation of friends
and through the American Birth Control League
and the New York climc Considering the large
number referred by medical agencies and hospitals,
1t 15 small wonder that only 11 per cent can pay for
the full cost of treatment and supphes

The general econromic status 1s low Among the
500 famlies under consideration, 46 per cent have
weekly incomes below $35, imncluding 11 famihes
entirely supported by charitable organizations for
a period of several years, and several families with
mcomes averaging $20 — with 9 and 10 mouths
to feed These families represent trades of all
kinds, the bulk belong to the unskilled labor classes
It logically follows that since most of our patients
belong to the poorer classes, few have received an
education beyond grammar school

96 patients of the five hundred had had no
schooling whatsoever

219 attended grammar school, although the ma-

jonty did not fimsh

138 had gone to high school and 50 to college

In regard to the racial and rehgious status of
our patients, we find that the majority or 56 per
cent are American born Of the first 500 patients

290 were Protestants
175 Hebrew
135 Roman Catholics

In other words Roman Catholics represent 27
per cent, a percentage that increases to over 33
per cent if we include the Protestant women mar-
ried to Roman Catholic men

The average age of our women 1s above 30 How-
ever we have several mothers of 20 and under with
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as many as five bables A mother 35 years old,
has nine hiving children and 4 dead Another 35
years old, married at 14, has now 9 hiving children
and confesses to 6 abortions Weekly income aver-
ages $25 A mother of twenty with four babies,
now finds she has syphillis

For the past six months we have done an -
tensive piece of research and follow-up work We
have kept 1n close touch with each case, either by
correspondence or personal visit A report on 108
patients, visited by our research worker, shows
that none could claim that the method, if faithfully
applied, had not been successful There are pa-
tients, however, who are erther too ignorant or
slothful to apply our method, but such cause for
disappointment 1s far outweighed by the hundreds
of letters expressing gratitude for the help recerved

The chnic 1s demonstrating 1ts usefulness, be-
yond a doubt, and has won the support of the
State, as evidenced by the active co-operation of 8
of the leading hospitals, 22 prominent social wel-
fare agencies, and over 100 physicians

Maternal Clinic, Philadelphia

We gwe here a verbatun quotation from the
Philadelphia Record of January 22nd Ths article
s noteworthy both as a fawr description of the
work of the clime and as an imdication of the sup-
port of the press

Birth Control 1s no longer an academic subject,
but an accomplished fact, in Philadelphia and en-
virons

A clinie, supported by a group of widely-known
physicians and welfare workers, has been dissem-
nating Birth Control information for more than a
year

It was fcunded by the Maternal Health Com-
mittee Tt 1s located in a suite of rooms in the
McClatchy Building, Sixty-mnth and Market
Streets, just across the Philadelphia city line n
Delaware county

Eighteen social service agencies of Philadelphia
and vicmmty and two pubhc health nursing organ-
1zations are actively co-operating with the chme

Among 1ts chief supporters 1s Dr Jay ¥ Scham-
berg, president-elect of the Philadelphia County
Medical Society Dr Schamberg 1s professor of
dermatology at the Graduate School of Medicine,
University of Pennsylvama

BieTe ConTrROL REVIEW

The Maternal Health Committee 1s headed by
Dr A Lovett Dewees, attending physician to Bryn
Mawr Hospital and secretary of the Mam Line
branch of the Montgomery County Medical So-
ciety Other members are Mrs Louis N Robinson,
Swarthmore, wife of the well-known penologist,
Miss Anna W Pennypacker, daughter of former
Governor Pennypacker, Mrs Jay F Schamberg
and Mrs Stuart Mudd, wife of Dr Mudd of the
Umversity of Pennsylvama Medical School

The advisory committee 15 composed of Stevens
Heckscher, Attorney Dawvid Wallerstemn, Dr
Schamberg, Dr Mudd, Dr Joseph Stokes, Jr,
of Germantown, Dr H M Landis, famous tuber-
culosis specialist and professor of climcal medicine
at the University of Pennsylvama, Dr G Victor
Janvier, gynecologist of Philadelphia and Lans-
downe

Dr Dewees, one of the founders of the chinic, dis-
cussed 1n general terms the purposes and the activ-
1ties of the clime, although he msisted 1ts work 1s
chiefly of interest to scientific circles and the medi-
cal profession

WELFARE GROUPS SEND CASES

“Since opening our doors 1n 1928,” Dr Dewees
sa1d, “more than 200 patients have been received
at the dispensary Many of them were suffering
with tuberculosis, marked anaemia, disease of heart
or kidneys, persistent miscarriages, defective men-
tality and other forms of 1l health ”

He explained that the vast majority of the chme
patients were sent there by the 19 representative
welfare organizations i Philadelphia

“When you consider that the average family in-
come of our patients1s only $28 a week,” continued
Dr Dewees, “that the average number of pregnan-
cies per famly 1s five and that about half the pa-
tients have had miscarriages, you will reahze the
extent of the social problem confronting us

“There came a real need for a maternal chime

The work of the climc has mncluded panstaking
research and a careful follow-up of cases treated

“We have demonstrated conclusively,” Dr De-
wees resumed, “that i many of these families, the
nervous, mental and physical health of both par-
ents improved, 1n great measure, after the chnic
had strongly advised agamst unwise practices ”

The Maternal Health Chinic 1s altruistic 1n its
amms The type of patient advised and treated 1s
comparable to the average case 1 the usual hos-
pital dispensary No charge 1s made, except 1n
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cases where the patients obviously can afford to
pey & nomnal fee

Not only 1s a large group of welfare organiza-
tions co-operating actively with the clime, but the
work has been tacitly appioved by two church fed-
erations

From the card indices at the clinic, Dr Dewees
cited a number of cases which he saxd were typical
of the patients

One woman, 31 years old, had been the mother
of 11 children—an average of one child a year
since her marrniage Five of her children had died
and of the six living, three were mentally defective
The mother’s own mentality was 1n danger

MOTHER 14 TIMES

One woman had been a mother 14 times mm 14
years, with 11 of her children hiving, five of them
“mld mental cases ¥ That family had an income of
$15 a week

Another mother was trymng to support a family
of 11 children, three of them sickly, on a wage of
$18 a week

One mother of 10 children had developed tuber-
culosis

Other officials at the chimc pointed out that no
patients are admitted to the dispensary for treat-
ment or instruction, without a reference from a
physician or a recognized social service agency
Appomntments are invariably made 1n advance

Even 1n those cases patients are accepted only
when therr health 1s affected or threatened and only
after a careful mguiry 1s made into the famly’s
economic circumstances and history

A Dellg]ztful Housc

consisting of five bed rooms, two baths, sleeping
porches, eic , and equipped with hot water supply,
gas stove, electricity, garage and tennis court, on
the shore of a small lake seven miles from Dan
bury, Conn , 1s offered as a summer home rent free
to congenal people who will board owners over
week ends from June 15th to September 15th For
further particulars apply to
MRS ROGER HOWSON

n care of the Birth Control Review

WAMTED

December, 1929 1ssues If any of our readers no
longer need their December 1ssue, we would ap
preciate its return
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CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE

LORINNE PRUETTE 1s a consultant psycho-
logist, New York City, member of the American
Psychological Association, and the New York
State Association of Consultant Psychologists,
author of Women and Lewsure, a study of So-
cral Waste, G Stanley Hall, a Biuography of a
Mznd, and Sawmnt wn Ivory

V ¥ CALVERTON, 15 an editor of the Modern
Quarterly, an associate in the Macaulay Pub-
lishing Company, author of The Bankruptcy of
Marruage, and co-editor of Sex 1trn Crnlization

ANNIE G PORRITT 1s Secretary of the Amen-
can Birth Control League, and Chairman of the
Editorial Board of the Biere ConTroL REVIEW

NORMAN S HAYNER is Professor of Sociology
at the University of Washington

MARY LOUISE INMAN 1s Editorial Secretary
to the Committee on Maternal Health

DR C V DRYSDALE, a pioneer in the Enghsh
Birth Control movement, 1s editor of The Mal-
thusian and President of the Malthusian League

ROBERT M MacIVER occupies the Lieber Chair
of Political Philosophy and Sociclogy at Colum-
bia University He 1s author of Commumiy,
Elements of Social Science, and The Modern
State

For Volumes XII and XIII
1928 - 1929

IS NOW READY
and will be sent, iree of charge, on request

Suggestion Present an index to your local library
A concise statement of the scope of the Birth Control
Movement, and the quahty of the Review




CONTEST
CLOSES
APRIL 15TH
1930

Essay Contest

foz”
College Students

The BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW offers a prize of

$25.00

for the best essay on Birth Control submitted by a
student enrolled 1n any college or university at the
present time The essay should not be longer than
1,500 words, should be simple and designed for the
information of readers who know little or nothing of
the Birth Control movement It may discuss the sub-
ject from any point of view

Suggestions:

Population pressure and Birth Control, race improve-

ment, psychological factors, Birth Control as a health
measure, socital work and Birth Control, results of the
spread of the movement, etc

¥

A prize of $25 will be
awarded for the best es-
say The Review will
publish this essay n
the June issue and will
exercise the nght to buy
five non-prize winning
essays at $5 each for
publication 1n subse-
quent 1ssues

Essays should be signed with
the name address and college
of the wnter, and should be
sent to the Editor
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW
152 Madison Ave New York

The members of the Editonial Board of the Review will act as Judges




