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Editorial

N MARCH 1925, the Sixth International
Neo-Malthusian and Birth Control Con-
ference placed rtself on record as follows

The penalties of unlimited human reproduction
are most severely visited upon the toihng masses
Population pressure produces war with its re-
sultant world-wide economic instability Chil-
dren of exploited workers are forced into fields,
factories, mines, and work-shops These same
children, later, as adults continue as competitors
for jobs m an already glutted labor market The
very folk whose unhappy hving conditions ren-
der small famhes imperative are the ones who
because of restrictive Birth Control laws are un-
able to become famhiar with the principal means
of allemating their lot as indimidual human be-
ings, and as members of the working class Be-
cause of these facts the orgamized labor move-
ments of the world are urged (1) to become
famihar with the economic and social advantages
of the wise application of Birth Control prinei-
ples, (2) to demand the alteration of existing
laws so as to permit the sane dissemination of
Birth Control mmformation, te the end that the
poor may obtain what 1s already available to the
wealthy , and, (3) to assume the lead mn imnducing
the workers to take an active part i the propa-
ganda and educational work of the orgamzed
Birth Control movements in their respective
countries

This seems sumple and understandable
The facts seem self evident, the conclusions
obvious But practically nothing has been
done by orgamzed labor along the lines
urged by the Congress over tour years ago

We haveissued this special Labor Number
—-using the term “Labor” n its widest sense
—in an attempt to assemble and understand
the reasons tor this situation “Tell us,” we
said, ‘“what orgamzed Labor thinks about
Birth Control, what the radical press has to
say, or refuses to say about 1t, and why, what
educators of young workers, and forward-
looking teachers think, how the young work-
ers themselves feel about the movement,
what the politically minded radical beheves,
etc” We have tried to make a composite

prcture, a non-dogmatic survey, of Labor's
pomnt of view

The result, as might be expected, is com-
plex and contradictory, at once encouraging
and disheartening, but always plausible,
honest and sincere Qur thanks are due to
the men and women, all prominent in their
chosen fields, who have so generously ex-
pressed their 1deas, and helped lay down this
stepping stone of unde1standing between the
Birth Control movement and Labor

HE seven climcs of Johann and Betty
Ferch 1n Vienna, desceribed 1n this 1ssue,

are a shming example of Labor, financing
itself for its own benefit These clinics are
supported by Trade Umon msurance com-
pames, who find 1t cheaper to spend a little
money for Birth Control, rather than a lot
for sick benefits and funerals The clinics are
given adequate publicity 1n the labor press
The entire movement in Viennaisa Workers’
movement

There 1s, even 1 this country, a shght ten-
dency toward an expansion of activities on
the part of orgamized Labor Leo Wolman,
in Chapter 6 of “Recent Economic Changes
in the United States” sums up the situation
as follows “Labor 1s much more preoccupied
with unemployment, and has demanded the
progressive shortening of the work week, and
the acceptance by mndustry of its responsi-
bibty for labor displaced by improved ma-
chinery, and methodical unemployment re-
serve funds of various sorts have been set up
Unions have shown an mclmation to engage
in such enterprises as banking and Ife and
health 1nsurance

Is it not fair to assume that these activities,
successfully undertaken, will develop and ex-
pand, that health mnsurance will open the
way for preventive medicine, which in turn
may well lead to an active espousal of the
cause of Birth Control?
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T the Institute of Politics held at Wil-
Lhamstown, Massachusetts, m August,
eminent representatives of many nations dis-
cussed methods of maintaimng mnternational
peace, and factors that made for war, such as
naval rivalry, armamant, etc Count Gio-
vanni Eha, Italan naval expert, asserted
again and again that so far as his country was
concerned, the causes of war would only be
removed when Italy obtaned colomes as an
outlet for her population
“With her fixed intention of maintaining
peace,” said the Count, “she looks to attam
these colonies not by the old means of con-
quest, but by the award of a mandate from
the League of Nations If the revision of
her present position is not effected by peace-
ful means, sooner or later 1t will be bound to
be effected by war ™

We cannot help wondering why none of
the eminent participants at the round table
discussions brought out the fact that a simpler
solution for Italy would be the cessation of
high power salesmanship for an ncreased
population, and the free dissemination of
Birth Control information.

HE recent death of Dr Aletta Jacobs,

first woman physician of Holland, at the
age of exghty, brings to a close a hfe of sing-
ular usefulness mn the cause of Birth Con-
trol, equal civil and economie rights for wo-
men, and the peace movement We are in-
debted to Miss Henriette Hart, Executive
Secretary of the New Jersey Birth Control
League, for permussion to reprint portions
of a personal letter which Dr Jacobs wrote
to her on May 26th

In June I shall go to Berhin to attend the
World’s Congress for Women 1 daresay I shall
have the pleasure of meeting many of my Amen-
can friends there From there I shall go to
Praguc, to take part in the World Peace Confer-
ence and 1n September I expect to go to England
to attend the World Conference for Sexual Re-
form All these plans subject, of course, to the
condition of my health But I intend to die 1
action, so I cannot and will not spare myself
Possibly I should be satisfied to stay at home
and, through occasional writing, teach the
younger generation My articles are appreci-
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ated But then, a call comes from afar to help,

and I must go

It 1s a great satisfaction to her countless
friends and admrers that this grand old
poneer had her wish, and truly “died m
action ”

New York Neurological Institute has
l engaged some fifty-nme leading research
specialists to make what 1s declared to be the
most sweepmg mvestigation ever attempted
mto the cause and cure of crime, with particu-
lar reference to mental diseases Everything
m the field of neurology and psychiatry, bear-
ing on crume, will be included behavior prob-
lems, modern social problems, dehnquency,
msanity, epilepsy, sleeping sickness, etc The
work of the research specialists 1s to be co-
ordmated and directed by a committee con-
sisting of Dr Frederick Tilney, Chairman,
Dr Charles Elsberg, and Dr Walter Timme
These eminent men at the wheel, and an
adequate amount to finance the project,
augur well for the results of the investiga-
tion Itis to be hoped and expected that the
connection between lack of Birth Control in-
struction and crime will be brought out
Undoubtedly crime in the generation not yet
born can to some extent be lessened if this
generation has the knowledge and the power
to bring into the world only those who can be
gwven an adequate heritage, and an adequate
environment both physical and psychologi-
cal

Ews reaches us that the play “Her Un-

born Child”, which was seen in New
York a few seasons ago, 1s still gomng strong,
and 1s playing to crowded houses in North
Carohna Posters and hand bills are tricked
out with such phrases as “Matinee, Ladies
Only”, “An ulira modern play every woman
should see”, “The truth about Birth Control ”
Qur correspondent wisely points out that the
play viciously confuses Birth Control and
abortion, and should be labelled “The le
about Birth Control” We cannot stress too
strongly the need for clear thinking on this
point We urge our readers to emphasize to
all with whom they discuss the subject of
constructive Birth Control, that 1t 1s not syn-
onymous with abortion
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Organized Labor and Birth Control

By J B S HARDMAN

As Editor of “The Advance,” official weekly magazine of the Amalgamated
Clothsng Workers of Amerca, Mr Hardman 12 well qualified to explain the pownt
of mew of orgamzed Labor

ERE 1s nothing on record to indicate what 1s
the position of Labor 1n regard to the Birth
Control movement No authontative umon body,
international or central, has ever gone on record,
one way or the other, m this matter though local
divisions and trade umon papers have perhaps ex-
pressed opinions on the subject
While 1t 1s difficult to answer the question why
the trade umon movement i the Umted States has
not taken a stand on the Birth Control question, 1t
15 possible to see some of the reasons for the pre-
vailing reticence With but rare exceptions, the
American trade umon movement has avoided ex-
pressing itself on matters and policies which 1t con-
sidered extraneous to its 1mmediate program of
action, and 1ts purposes The movement generally
prefers to take no action m matters where there 1s
no likelihood of getting a fairly unammous opimon,
unless these are considered of first importance to
organized Labor This seems to be a safe policy,
whatever may be said for 1ts wisdom, for a move-
ment that 1s least of all worried about final pro-
grams and long range views Certainly there 1s no
likelihood of Labor arriving at a unanmmous opinion
on the subject of Birth Control, if we consider the
mmportant role which the Catholic Church plays n
the councils of American trade umomsm, both
through the Irsh leadership in a great number of
American trade umons, and through those who
would not pick a quarrel with their Irish colleagues
And the posttion of the Catholic Church 1s well
known

ISSUE NOT FUNDAMENTAL FOR LAROR

It may be well to bear in mind that the American
trade union movement 1s but loosely federated, and
1ts policy—to avoid taking a stand m matters of
no immediate concern to Labor, 1s not altogether
unjustified Of course, the trade union movement
was not slow mn arnving at conclusions m such
1ssues as Sociahsm, for mstance, or the recognition

of Russia But these are not altogether outside
matters, and the position taken by Labor ran along
the famihar patterns of the thought of the man in
the street Such a course may not abound n beauty
or magnammity, but 1t seems to be safe

Those who have given much thought to the prob-
lems of Birth Control, those who stood most of the
brunt of pulling the movement out of 1its infancy,
and up to 1ts present state of recogmtion and near-
respectability, may not agree with the suggestion
that Birth Control 1s not an issue of first nagni-
tude as far as Labor 1s concerned It 1s fitting that
proponents of & new movement should inchne to-
wards an overstatement of the importance of what
they advocate Such overstatement 1s necessary, if
the movement 1s to be put across But we must
not lose sight of the relativity of values The move-
ment for Birth Control may, at most, be considered
a fourth or fifth hine of defense 1 the struggle for
an equitable distribution of economic opportunities
and social rights, with which the labor movement 1s
primarily concerned It 1s not the super-abund-
ance of human beings on this earth that 1s the first
cause of poverty It 1s social mequality and
poverty among the majority, that make Birth
Control an economic 1ssue

LABOR MOVEMENT MUST CONCENTEATE

Of course, the economic aspect of the Birth Con-
trol movement 1s by no means its only, or even 1ts
most important, claim to attention Limited or
controlled motherhood, aimed at by the movement,
1s perhaps as mmportant a consideration as the
economic 1ssue However, the present hmited out-
look of the trade umon movement leaves no room
for hope that 1t will take action on relatively re-
mote matters The order of business 1s crowded
with too many pressing topics that require atten-
tion, but have not been acted on Labor has all
too long neglected the job of properly enforcing
the orgamzation of the orgamzed workers, and 1t
has not approached, mn any effective degree, the
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1ssue of organizing the un-
orgamzed It has paid too
much attention to the pre-
vention of immgration, to
leave tume for thought of
Birth Control Undoubt-
edly a rounded out and mn-
tegrated labor movement,
bwlt upon the assumption
that all that 1s human 1s
withan 1ts sphere of com-
petence, will have to think
and also to act on the 1ssue
of Birth Control But our
movement has not yet
reached that stage

The prediction may be
made that 1t will be long
before the trade wumon
movement will be found
actively or formally on the
side of Birth Control This
does not mean that the
movement does not deserve
support, or that 1t does not
bear upon the concerns of
the labor movement But
since the Birth Control
cause 1s primarily a gen-
eral humanmitarian and re-
form movement, 1t 1s better
for social workers and re-
formers to take care of it
To entertain the hope that
Labor may effectively en-
gage m the movement, 1s to
court disillusionment

With a population per square mile of territory,
ten or fiftcen times less than that of the advanced
countries of Europe, the trade union movement 1n
the UUnited States should not be expected to espouse
a. cause which 1s not exclusively and directly within
the doman of Labor and which does not appear as
very urgent Really the American continent can
comfortably house and plentifully feed the Amen-
can nation multiplied several times, provided that
the social order 1s so amended as to cease being an
mnpediment to the growth of hfe To achieve such
an end we need a concerted orgamzation of revolu-
tionary cnergy along lines of greatest possible
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ANOTHER KID, By WiLLiam GrOPPER

New Masses

economy and effectiveness For the time being and
considering our great poverty it may be wiser that
the labor movement leave hberal reform actinity to
smcere hiberals, and center 1ts energies on the build-
ng up of a sizeable body of social power Spread-
ing too widely without sufficient reserve may prove
a dangerous exercise in futihity

v

Birth Control is one of the few important biological
mventions made 1n historical times The discovery
of anaesthesia and that of various methods of kill-
ing or weakening the action of harmful bacteria are
the only others that are in the same class with 1t
Jorian Huxiey
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Labor Education and Birth Control

By A J MUSTE

Mr Muste 18 Chawrman of the faculty, and Instructor sn Hiistory at Broohwood
Labor College, contributing editor to “Labor Age,” and “The World T'omorrow,”

and Vice-President of the American Federatton of Teachers

He discusses the

reasons for and agawmst smcludimg Buwrth Control m a program of
Labor Education

ONTACT with the student body of a labor
college such as Brookwood gives one a good
1dea of the job that confronts those who desire to
deal with the subject of Barth Controel, or develop a
scientific attitude toward sex problems in general
among the American workers The student body
represents a cross-section of the working class and
of the American labor movement Some are
“emancipated” spirits who have for years hstened
to the discussion of these matters and are accus-
tomed to 1deas that others regard as dangerous or
mad It does not always follow, unfortunately,
that these more advanced imndividuals are free from
mhibitions and abnormalities, mcluding the urge
to face ther less advanced fellows with the chal-
lenge “Accept my gospel or I kill you” One
encounters the student of Roman Catholic faith
whose church tells hin that the practice of Barth
Control 1s sinful , and the Protestant whose church
does not take so defimte a position on that point
perhaps, but who finds 1t difficult to discuss sex
subjects naturally and objectively because of the
atmosphere of secrecy and pruriency that was
drawn about them 1n his childhood environment
Still others come with fresh minds, possessed of
little knowledge but also free from inhibitions and
therefore ready to hear argument and weigh 1t dis-
passionately

REASONS FOR NOT DISCUSSING SUBJECT

Shall Birth Control be discussed mn labor col-
leges and study classes, and if so, how can 1t be
most effectively presented? An argument for
keeping the subject out of the labor class-room 1s
sometimes made and in its most plausible form
would read something hike this “The primary job
of a labor college 1s to prepare workers to improve
and revolutiomze their economic status through
trade unmons and political action  Attention 1s
distracted from that job, which 1s a sufficiently
difficult and complex one, when you bring in con-

sideration of so controversial a subject as Birth
Control Furthermore, you really don’t get any-
thing for your pains, because people’s lives aren’t
governed by reason, but by the conditions 1n which
they find themselves It has been amply demon-
strated that when standards of life improve, people
begin to practice Birth Control anyway Con-
sequently, 1t will be better all around for labor edu-
cation to stick to 1ts last and concentrate on the
economic problems of the workers and the methoeds
by which they may be met »

NO PROBLEM SHOULD BE SUPPRESSED

The argument 1s not altogether devoid of sense
When one has had contacts with young workers
or intellectuals who become addicted to what might
be called radicalism min general, who affect the latest
fad on every pomnt, simply because 1t 15 the latest,
who dabble 1n various experiments, but all 1n a
dilettante spint, so that they never get into the
practical labor struggle, or fight for anything by
the side of their fellows, one 1s mnclined to attach a
great deal of weight to 1t The present writer, at
any rate, 1s firmly of the conviction that labor edu-
cation should place chief emphasis upon the
economic-political struggle in which the workers
are engaged, and upon preparing them for effective
participation 1n that struggle

There 15, however, another side to the story
The discussion of the problem of Birth Control
cannot be altogether ruled out from labor educa-
tion, nor would 1t be desirable to do se  For one
thing, 1t 1s a subject about which people, especially
young people, and most especially young workers,
think and talk Now, the moment discussion of a
Live subject 15 ruled out, suppressed, in any educa-
tional mnstitution, then the very soul of education
has been stified The chief moral requirement for
clear thinking 1s fearlessness, the courage to face
any fact, to probe to the depths of any problem
There have been attempts i recent months to
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censor labor education Such censorship must be
resisted to the utmost, to whatever subject it 1s
apphed

In the second place, the economic mterpretation
of history 1s by and large sound Men 1n groups
do not reason things out 1n advance and then act
upon what has been demonstrated to be the reason-
able thing to do They find themselves 1n new sit-
uations, alter their ives to meet these new situa-
tions by the method of tral and error, and then
mvent 1deas which justify to their own satisfaction
what they are dong Yet, man’s mterests and
activities are not divided up into air-tight com-
partments Our economiec, political, social and
cultural hfe constrtutes an inter-related complex,
and each department 1s constantly affecting all the
others

Thus, 1t 18 true that i1t 18 mamly as they rse mn
the economic and social scale, that Southern textile
workers, whose rebellion agaimnst starvation wages
and mterminable working hours has challenged the
attention of the nation, will escape from the influ-
ence of the :gnorant fundamentalst preacher, but
1t 1s also true that they, or at least their leaders,
must to some extent escape from the bondage to re-
hgious and ethical fundamentalism before they
care or dare to orgamze m order to change their
economic conditions Economic conditions deter-
mine the cultural complex, but the cultural com-
plex has 1ts reflex influence 1n helping to create or
perpetuate economic conditions

WHAT A COMPREHENSIVE PROGEAM INCLUDES

For this reason labor education necessanly con-
cerns 1tself with all that goes mnto the thinking of
the workers, with the various elements in their
culture, their morals, as well as with the economie
and political institutions under which they lhve
Thus, the problem of Birth Control may also have
1ts place 1n labor educational institutions

There are many points in a comprehensive labor
educational program where consideration of this
subject would be natural and mewitable——for ex-
ample, 1n the study of the health of workers, par-
ticularly women and children, to which far too hittle
attention has been given by our labor colleges up
to now, but which will undoubtedly receive an in-
creasing amount of consideration, 1n the discus-
sion of the budget of working class famlies and
the items that must or should go mto 1t, in the
study of population problems from the biological
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standpomnt — how rapidly every ammal species
maltiphes and could 1n a very few generat:ons take
up every inch of space on the earth’s surface, from
the historical standpoint—how by the practice
of abortion, infanticide, cehbacy, etc, population
has actually been controlled at all times, crudely
but effectively, in the study of the history of
thought and culture—how certain economc con-
dations 1n the past led to emphasis on large famihes,
and how this in turn led people to adopt certain
ethical conceptions which may not be apphcable
when society has passed out of a pastoral or agn-
cultural into an industrial and urban economy

THREE CLASSES AND ATTITUDES

When 1t comes to the question of a large scale
campaign to stimulate consideration of the prob-
lem of Birth Control by the workers, and the devel-
opment of a scient:fic attitude toward the subject,
as distimet from study by a relatively small number
who attend labor educational classes or institu-
tions, we have the workers roughly divided into
three classes 'There are those in some of our urban
centers who are accustomed to readmg books and
pentodicals presenting modern viewpomnts, and
these are for the most part already acquamnted
with the subject here under discussion, there are
the masses of workers who are not even orgamzed
into trade umons and whose whole orientation 1s
still a middle-class and, frequently, puritamecal
one, and there 1s the 12 per cent of our employed
population 1n the United States which 1s orgamized
into our regular trade unions It seems to me that
no direct large scale campaign of agitation on the
subject among these groups 1s lhikely to produce
results at this time 'The conservative umons,
partly through 1nertis, partly because of the atti-
tude of certain churches, will not open their meet-
ngs or their press to a consideration of the sub-
ject This does not mean that nothing can be done
or 18 being done The econome condition of the
workers 18 changing, and with 1t new practices are
adopted by them, even if they chng ostensibly to
old 1deas 'The daily press, popular magazines,
movies, ete , indirectly convey new ideas Further-
more, among workers, as among other social
groups, the pace 1s set by the active and thinking
minority, and that mmonty through various labor
educational agencies and other means 1s undoubt-
edly getting a scientific understanding of the sub-
Ject and developing an active interest
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Worn Out Women of the South

By ESTHER LOWELL

Miss Lowell writes of Southern conditrons from first hand knowledge, gathered

on a seventeen months campwng-survey of Southern wndustrialism Her findings

are embodied wn a forthcoming book  She was formerly manager, with her hus-
band, Art Shields, of the New Y ork office of the Federated Press

F I knew anything at all about Birth Control,
I’d surely teach these people They need to

know that more than anything else

The young woman who made this remark to me
15 & community nurse 1n one of eastern Tennessee’s
young industrial cities  She talked to me about the
poor families who flocked into the new town’s fac-
tories from Blue Ridge mountain and valley farms

“Such big famihies—eight, mne, ten children—
are common' Often the babies come every year
And so many of the older children bring 1n hook-
worm or other diseases,” she added ““Ihe parents
can’t earn enough to take care of big famhes like
that—wages are too low, so as soon as the law
allows, and before, if they can get away with 1t,
the youngsters are forced to go to work ”

Boosters of Southern industrialism boast of
their states’ high birth rate as an inducement to
attract more Northern factories Jackson, Mis-
s1ss1ppl, for example, tells the world in the cus-
tomary Southern Chamber of Commerce phrases

“Mussissippr’s birth rate of 25 2 per 1000 1s four
pomnts higher than the national average ‘There
1s a plentiful supply of both white and negro labor,
male and female free from strikes »

EVILS FOLLOW OVERSIZE FAMILIES

There you have 1t, the sequence of oversize
famihes, cheap labor, child labor Traditionally,
the South has been backward in restricting child
labor on farm and in factory Even today the
child labor laws of Southern states are generally
less adequate than those of Northern ones and
usually poorly enforced Over and over agamn
young Southern workers have told me that they
“had to go to work as a child because there were
too many mouths to feed at home ” That meant
short schooling, 1lhiteracy and ignorance persist-
1ng, a host of other evils following

“None of us never went to high school,” a bright
eighteen-year-old girl textile worker exclaimed to

me 1n a tiny mill village of North Carolina’s back
country “Dhdn’t even fimsh grade school” She
and two younger sisters, with the part-time work
of their mother, support the family, which includes
an able-bodied but unemployed father and an
eleven-year-old brother

“I’m not going to stay in a cotton mll all my
hfe, 1f I can help 1t,” she said rebelliously, shaking
her short-cropped dark hair But a wasting
cough wracked her and she drooped back on the
bed, trymng to sleep in the hot mid-day, so that she
could push herself through the nught shift of
nearly twelve hours 1o the mll

TOO HEAVY A BURDEN

Big famibes, chld labor, broken young minds
and bodies!

On almost any Southern farm where the old-
time staples of tobacco, cotton or corn are grown,
child workers will be found. Pioneer conditions
have continued here, while other sections of the
country have forged ahead more nearly apace with
the march of scientific discovery Large families
on these Southern farms still mean many mouths
to feed, but also more “hands” to work the crops
The agricultural techmque 1s still chiefly tedious
hand cultivation by hoe and one-mule plow An
endless vicious circle, but as more mechanized
farming comes m and schools are more accessible
to farmers’ children, the large family 1s neither
essential nor desirable Too great a burden for the
mother who now bears so many children, keeps the
household as best she can, and works 1n the field
besides!

What this proneer hife mithout modern plumbing,
modern cocking and heating, modern washmng ap-
plhances, does to the women with large famihes
15 all too evident

“My ole flapper’s done wore out,” a Southern
workman put 1t with callous humor “Had twelve
children 1 ten years ”
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At my expression of ncredulity, he explained
the details of what was an exceptional case, but
one not so far from the typical at that There
had been two sets of twins, one group of triplets,
and five singly born children Out of the dozen,
five survived The wife was stooped and sickly,
with only one snuff-stamned snag of a tooth pro-
truding from her upper gum

Early exhaustion of mothers doesn’t come only
among ‘the poorer-paid groups of workers whose
families increase too fast In a young school
teacher’s case five babies were born in rather rapid
succession, despite the parents’ attempts to con-
trol the situation The mother 1s an telhgent
Yyoung woman, but her health has been sapped by
the rush of child-bearing, and she hasn’t the
strength to raise her young ones as she wishes

“If we just could have spaced the children fur-
ther apart,” she sighed to me, “I’'m sure we could
have kept them healthier and I wouldn’t be so ex-
hausted Our income 1sn’t big enough to buy all
the good things to eat that growing children need,
even though their father and I deprive ourselves
of some foods we really should have, too”

With early marriage common in the South and
the breeding perrod often from fifteen to forty or
longer, 1t 1s no wonder that women 1n the thirties
are frequently grandmothers and are considered
really old in the forties!

Often on this trip through the South I have re-
called the appreciative words of two working-class
women 1n the Baltimore Birth Control Clime T
was waiting to interview the doctor about he:
work when the two other women 1n the room began
talking

“We should have had something hke this long

ago,” said one

“Yes, indeed,” the other answered “The rich
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folks knew how to stop having so many children,
but we didn’t have no way of learmin’ »

“I love children as much as anyone, but I’ve had
six and four ‘mus-es’ I just couldn’t de with
more "

“Well, I’'ve had plenty of trouble, too, before
my last doctor sent me here They didn’t think I'd
survive another shp

BIRTH CONTROL SPREADING

Slowly the Southern states are shaking off
shackles of i1gnorance, climbing up the ladder of
better samtation and health, reaching for new
agricultural and industnial methods But the trio
of high birth rate (and high infant and maternal
mortality rate), child labor and cheap labor have
not been tackled The South 1s plagued with un-
employed thousands, just as the North 1s, and yet
the boosters keep bragging of these three faults
as though they were virtues

A friend who has been doing trade umon organ-
1zing work 1n the border states—Virgima, North
Carolina and Tennessee — assures me that the
spread of Birth Control knowledge and practices
of one sort or another 1s quite astomshing among
the young folks of that section Legahzed dis-
tribution of contraceptive nformation would give
these millions of coming adults a real chance for
a better hfe than their parents had They would
get scientific knowledge mnstead of haphazard in-
formation from the neighbors

Although the South 1s referred to by some as
the “Bible belt,” rehgious prejudice against Birth
Control 1s not the factor that it 1s m Catholic
communities It weighs comparatively httle
agawmst the overwhelming pressure of economic
necessity, 1n the decision for family limitation

MORE LIBERTY

Our American pioneers thought that they must
have spreading acres on which to make a iving To
ask them to support their famihes by cultivation
of a few acies of land would have been curtaihing
their hiberty, agriculturally speaking, to a ridic-
ulous extent Their conception of liberty, like
their conception of tillage was extensive Farm
as you pleasc with no neighbors to bother, do
as you please, and objectors be damned But by

changing the 1deal of farming from extensive to in-
tensive, and by applying the same good sense to the
size of the famlies, many not-remote descendants
of these same wide-spreading, heavy-breeding
pioncers are enjoying more liberty on a few acres
of land with two or three well cared for children
than their forbears realized out of a half-section
of the former and a houseful of the latter
TaoMas VERNOR SMITH
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Propaganda and Propagation

By CARL HAESSLER

Mr Haessler 158 Managing Editor of the Federated Press

Hzs wnde experience

enables ham to make thus heen analysis of the attitude of the labor press towards
Burth Control

YOU might think offhand that a labor editor
would have more than usual cause to take
up and advertise the Birth Control movement His
readers are more in need of information on how
to control the size of their famihes than the aver-
age They include the lower income classes wheie
an extra mouth 15 a serious matter and where
means of preventing 1ts coming to the family table
ale either unknown or often of the crudest and
most dangerous sort They include also a large
proportion of such married women as regard all
sex information as unclean and who are therefore
particularly handicapped when 1t comes to learn-
mg from a compassionate doctor o1 friendly
neighbor how to stop the next baby before 1t starts

MIDDLETOWN FINDINGS TYPICAL

The extent of this squeamishness, though it
affects the health and happiness of themselves and
their already existent famhes, 1s revealed in the
exhaustive social study of Muncie, Indiana, in the
classic work, “Middletown”” Considerable atten-
tion was paid by the Lynds and their investigating
staff to the question of Birth Control 1n Muncie
Following their usual practice, they divided the
inhabitants into what they called the business class
and the working class They found that the busi-
ness class used Birth Control devices as a matter
of course and were not backward 1n discussing the
subject The working class women, on the other
hand, were extremely reticent, hesitating to admit
that they knew anything about 1t or openly conced-
ing that they were ignorant of it Not even when
their daughters were about to marry and face the
old dread of repeated pregnancies could the
mothers bring themselves to talk about the facts
or possihility of Birth Control

In spite of these obvious considerations 1t has
been the experence of The Federated Press that
only the most courageous labor editors use the
Birth Control items sent out from time to time by
FP bureaus Pains are taken to dress the items

with a labor character, so that the resistance to
pubhshing them will be minnmzed But no sub-
ject 15 so umversally boycotted by the labor
papers Even legitimate news of the Commumst
movement gets a better chance of publication 1n
the ordinary labor paper No protests agamnst
FP policy have been more vigorous than on 1its
release of Birth Control items

The elected edator of a railroad brotherhood
monthly magazine in Cleveland some years ago
wrote to The Federated Press at great length
against any sort of Birth Control references 1n 1ts
dispatches, earnestly contending that the large
number of subnormal members of the econmomic
upper class that he had noticed were the results of
contraceptive attempts by the parents of the un-
fortunate specimens He said further that this
was even more true of the wastrel Englhsh upper
class His argument was that eugenics demanded
natural instead of artificial breeding among hu-
man beings

SOCIALIST AND COMMUNIST PRESS HOSTILE

The Mdwaukee Leader, Sociahst daily founded
and edited by the late Victor L Berger, was for
many years hostile to any sort of reference to
Birth Control 1n 1ts columns A major crisis in
its editoral affairs was precipitated in 1920 be-
cause of censorship, by the higher-ups, of Birth
Control and “bride strike” pacificist news items
that the then managing editor, H B Brougham,
regarded as vital news, but that Ehzabeth Thomas
and Berger decided were not to appear in the
paper

The Commumst press in America for a long time
pooh-poched Birth Control pubheaity as a fad of
the intelhgentsia, but this attitude has been modi-
fied 1n later years, as the work the Soviet Umon
has long been doing m this field among 1ts inhah-
tants has become better known m this country

On the enhghtened side of the account we must
place first and foremost Freda Hogan of the Ils-
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noss Mwner and Oklahoma Leader staff, who has
fearlessly and consistently published Birth Con-
trol news 1tems and articles on the woman’s page
she conducts for both publhications Other editors
have not been lacking 1 progressiveness and
stamina, possibly with her example before them
The effect of her work, reaching the wives and
daughters of over 50,000 mmers m the Ilhnois
field, must be enormous

An analysis of her favored situation for such
work may throw some hight on the way other edi-
tors have been hobbled When T'he Illvnoss Mwner
was founded by Frank Farrington, then head of
the Ilhnois district of Unmited Mine Workers, he
gave a practically free hand to the editor, Oscar
Ameringer In almost all directions Ameringer
and Hogan, lus assistant, could develop their pro-
gressive 1deas The woman’s and children’s pages
received special attention Farrington’s primary
interest was umon politics and beyond that noth-
ing much mattered As a result, Birth Control
news flourished, together with other indexes of
civihzation, and 1t 1s not 1mprobable that many a
central and southern Ithnois miner’s family 1s to-
day more comfortable and better educated because
babies were properly spaced out, and did not come
at all after the voluntanly determined family
quota had been filled

THE CATHOLIC VOTE

Such 1deal editorial situations are infrequent
It 1s doubtless true that pohtical considerations
dictated the one time obscurantist stand of the
Miwaukee Leader on Birth Control The Social-
1sts of Milwaukee had elected a mayor, and were
in hopes of converting their mmority of aldermen
and county supervisors mto a majority To suc-
ceed they could not afford to antagomize too
sharply the strong Catholic and Lutheran vote of
the aity Had not the Lord commanded the human
race to be fruitful and multiply, and was not
monkeying with the multiphcation table disobedi-
ence to divine orders? So reasoned many other-
wise progressive Catholic and Lutheran burghers
of the town And as Yictor Berger used to say
“First we must conquer the economic problem,
the sex problem can wait till the next century”
But 1n spite of their political caution, the Sociahst
minorities were not converted mnto majorities, and
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when 1t was unexpectedly discovered that a Mil-
waukee priest was himself quietly divalging Birth
Control information to members of his flock, The
Leader ban on such news items became lLighter

The editor of the railroad brotherhood journal
already referred to 1s an Irish Cathohe, fervent 1n
his behief and ready to do battle for it Labor edi-
tors, who do not have rehgious shackles on their
spirits, often have to take orders from umon offi-
cials who do, or they must consider the prejudices
of the people for whom they wnte A loyal son
of the church angered by attempted human modifi-
cation of the divine mght of multiphcation may
vote wrong mn a public ownership campaign, or
stand up 1n umon meeting to oppose a donation to
a strugghng labor cause in which the progressive
editor 1s as vitally mterested as mn the Birth Con-
trol movement

LABOR SUPPRESSES BIRTH CONTROL NEWS

In general, 1t 1s apparently true that labor edi-
tors are less ready to publish news of the Birth
Control movement than any other class, except re-
hgious editors Unless very fortunately situated
or willing to take a long chance, they prefer to
suppress such news They do so, not always be-
cause they are personally opposed to letting men
and women control the consequences of their sex
relations, so far as this is possible, but because they
are aware of the great pressure of prejudice that
can still be stirred up against all their other proj-
ects, once they expose themselves on the sex 1ssue

The Federated Press once had Bill Lloyd, its
homely versifier, do a Dmner Pail Epic on Birth
Control It was pointed and clever, as you will
see, but 1t met a relatively cold reception even from
papers that were regularly publishing the weekly
Dinner Pail Epic on all sorts of other subjects,
many with a quite radical tinge In the last couple
of years the attitude has not been quite so chilly
Labor editors have been affected by the general
greater sex freedom, both mm discussion and m
practice, that 1s everywhere to be noticed But n
1922, when the following epic was released, the
labor world was still heavily chained to the old
ways of thinking about sex Here 1s the epic, sub-
mitted as a sample of the pioneering efforts of The
Federated Press to popularize Birth Control as
newns among the labor papers
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BIRTH CONTROL EPIC
By BirL Lroyp, (Federated Press)

I see some preachers, from their hole, still
rail against our birth control, as if the whole
of our creation were simply made for fecunda-
tion They say it simply 1s a crime to suit
yourself and pick the time when Mister Stork,
with flapping wing, shall leave with us a wee
pink thing They say it’s wrong to regulate
how oft the stork comes to our gate, and if we
would keep out of hell, we should let babies
come pell-mell

It may perhaps sound somewhat rough—but
just where do they get that stuff? Sex special-
1sts, Lhke great Forel, have wntten books m
which they tell that modern man has use for sex,
aside from seeking to annex more children than
he can support—which 1s the rabhit’s special
forte Forel goes on much farther yet and tells
us sex-hfe should beget love, cheer and person-
ality, as well as more reahty
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Young people, hving on small wage, should
be permitted to engage themselves i early mar-
ried life, without the struggle and the strife of
hving constantly in need, by having numecrous
kids to feed Babies are better born, I say, if
we have the wit to pick the day and so don’t
look quite so dejected when babies come so un-
expected

The preachers say we should desist, from
some things, if we would resist too large a family
of our own Their recipe just makes me groan
To which remark I rise to say, the human race
ain’t built that way.

Sex surely ain’t the nasty thing some of our
preachers seem to sing Free us from profit-
making pelf, and sex will take care of itself, and
if we know what we're about, the human race
will not die out Most everybody loves a kid,
but that don’t mean to raise the hd, and hive our
lives 1n deadly fear the stork will come round
once a year

Free Speech for Birth Control

By ROGER N BALDWIN

Mr Baldwin 1 a Dyrector of the Amenican Cyvosl Liberties Unson, and has been
an actwoe crusader for free speech for over a decade

Y first experience years ago with the passion-
ate opposition to Birth Control agtation
found me sponsoring a sireet meeting of protest
1 front of the theatre closed to Margaret Sanger
by my Cathohe friends 'That was long before
the war, long before the Civil Liberties Union
claimed my major activities But 1t was one of
the first free speech lessons that sank 1n deep
The two subjects, says Bernard Shaw, on which
enhightenment 1s most needed—sex and economics
—are the most under taboo Economics 1 1ts radi-
cal challenge to privilege 1s a pretty clear class
1ssue around which repression naturally centers
But Birth Control has no class basis of opposition
It 1s the one 1dea with a long record of persecution
m the Umted States flowing mainly from Catholic
sources Catholics do not call the police to repress
any other doctrine The persecution of athests
and of teachers of evolution has always been n-
spired by Protestants And these are the only
other 1deas without a class basis which are attacked
by law and crimmal prosecution

Birth Control has made marked advance in its
freedom to agitate m the years since the war
Cases of paolice interference are now rare Boston
18 the only city in the country with an official ban
on 1ts advocacy—though it cheerfully gives the
freedom of the city to its opponents

This change 1n attitude 1s due, I think, to sev-
eral factors First, the character of the propa-
ganda has itself changed 1In the old days before
the war, Birth Control was not only new, 1t was a
favorite topic of anarchists and other “disrepu-
table” speakers From the publc and official view-
point it kept bad company In recent years it has
been more and more associated with the medical
profession, with a scientific approach and with
“nice ladies” Its gatherings often take on the
air of a society function Beside this change m
the character of the agitation, the pubhe attitude
to all sex 1ssues has become more tolerant, better
imformed, far more frank And Birth Control 1s
much more widely practiced

When any cause gets mto circles of social and
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pohitical respectabihity 1t has pretty much won 1ts
right of way Suffrage did, Birth Control has
almost done so Where 1ts sponsors are from a
small minority section of the commumty, as 1n
some Catholic cities, the road 1s difficult—and m
Boston mmpassible But those places are fewer,
and the opposition meets with less success

Despite the dominant poltical influence of
Catholics 1n New York City, the recent raid on
the Birth Control Chinic revealed the weakness of
theirr case The clinic’s defense by many varied
elements made plain the widespread approval of
Birth Control under med:ical auspices, and the
general condemnation of the Catholhic position

An examination of the record of interference
with Birth Control propaganda smce 1921, as
shown by the files of the Civil Liberties Union, re-
veals only ten cases, chiefly in New York and Bos-
ton, with Mrs Sanger as the target of most of the
nonsense One meeting broken up 1n New York,
one 1n Albany, a state conference saved m Syra-
cuse only by the mayor’s veto of an ordinance pro-
hibiting 1t—and 1n Boston, one prosecution of a
lecturer for displaymng a contraceptive device, and
the perenmal ban on Margaret Sanger

Mrs Sanger finally spoke m Boston last spring,
but the occasion was no test of the ban She spoke
m a church on a Sunday mormng, where the
authorities disclaimed having any jurisdiction
Their ban 1s an extra-legal intimdation of hall-
owners, who dare not rent to any meeting advocat-
ing Birth Control for fear of losing their heenses
through a finding of some “structural defect  The
authorities cannot legally close them up for per-
mitting a Birth Control meeting, but there are
always “defects” to be found

BOSTON THE CHIEF ENEMY

The Civil Laberties Union has tried a half dozen
times to break this ccnsorship in Boston, but no
hall owner has been found willing to take the risk
An cffort to engage a mumicipal hall, with the pros-
pect of suing out a mandamus 1if 1t were refused,
came to nothing, but 1t will be tried again  We will
break down the combined Cathohc and Puritan
opposition before we get through, though Boston
1s the hardest nut to crack Censorship there 1s
an entrenched habit, and Birth Control 1s only one
of its victims
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Elsewhere the 1ssue crops up occasionally In
Cabforma, Carl Rave, a mechame, has just served
a term of three months in jail for distributing to
his fellow-workers Mrs Sanger’s pamphlet on
“Famly Limitation ” That pamphlet has freely
circulated for over a dozen years, in Califorma as
elsewhere But when a workingman takes 1t on
himself to instruct his fellow-workers, certain in-
fluences get busy Rave says m a letter “A few
weeks ago, a professor in the Umversity of Cah-
fornia was given front page space proclaimmg the
need of compulsory Birth Control I sit 1n my cell
and wonder why the professor didn’t lose his job
1 the college, as I have lost mine in the shipyard »

A PEESONAL PROPHESY

But such cases are now rare, and yet the knowl-
edge of Birth Control and its discussion grow It
1s making headway by methods difficult to attack
The time 15 not far cistant when the ban on in-
formation will be removed, 1f not by a straight re-
peal of laws, then by interpretation and consent
We Americans hike hypocrisy We will probably
hedge around our consent with “medical mforma-
tion to marred persons for the prevention of dis-
ease ” The drug-stores now sell contraceptive de-
vices for just that purpose The day wmil come
when they will be as frank as they are in England,
where any drug-store boldly advertises “Birth
Control supples,” without reference to marrnage
licenses or the self-interest of health Social in-
terest will claim a tardy recogmtion

The Civil Liberties Union takes no position on
Birth Control as such, only on 1ts freedom to ag:-
tate 1ts case These prophecies are purely per-
I make this poimnt lest the wise men who
head the New York public schools point the finger
of damnation at us For was 1t not Birth Control,
that “menace to the boys and girls entrusted to
their care,” which loomed as the bogey if they
allowed the Civil Liberties Union to hold meetings
mn public school buildings? “Free speech,” said
the guardians of morals at the hearing on our
plea to use the schools, *“is bad enough, but
worse, under its cover you may advocate BIRTH
CONTROL' You defend those people, and we
suspect you agree with them

Well, I do—but please understand, strictly per-
sonally!

sonal
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A Socialist’s Viewpoint

By NORMAN THOMAS

Mr Thomas s Exccutvoe Dwrector of the League for Indusirial Democracy, an

author and lecturer

He has been the candidate for the Socialist Party for

varwous offices, mcluding the Presidency of the United States wn 1928, and wnll
run for Mayor of New York thes fall

IRTH Control, ke many other good causes,
suffers when excessive claims are made in 1ts
behalf Excessive claims sometimes provoke ex-
cessive reaction For instance, many a radical
who 15 by no means opposed to Birth Control m
itself 1s seriously and not unreasonably alarmed
when Birth Control 1s advocated as a kind of cure-
all for unemployment, overcrowding and even pov-
erty itself It 1s the busmess of man to learn to
manage the wonderful machinery he has had the
wit to invent If he will do that, taking the earth
as a unit, he will not have to worry about poverty
as an mevitable consequence of overcrowding We
do not wish to lull consciences made uneasy by the
stupidity, the wastes, and the injustice of our
social hfe with the comforting assurance that all
will be well if only the poor will practice Birth
Control
According to the latest figures that I have seen
there 1s no quantitative need for Birth Control or
a special campaign of Birth Control in Northern
or Western Europe or in the Umited States In-
deed,according to Dr Robert Kuczynskr’s' studues,
if the present rates of mortahty and fertihty in
Northern and Western Europe are kept up, the
present stock will slowly die out, for the women are
not giving birth to enough daughters to replace
themselves as child-bearers, allowing for the mor-
tahty of girls dunng childhood Indeed, Birth Con-
trol may mean a campaign to persuade certain
races and social groups to have more children
The present tendency i the rate of increase in pop-
ulation as contrasted with cur power to produce
food or find relatively new and unutihized sources
of food supply, does not warrant a Malthusian
pessimism about the future, always providing that
man can keep ahead of his great enemies for con-
trol of this world—the 1nsects
There 1s, however, no certainty that nature will

1For a different interpretation, see Dr East’s review of
“The Balance of Births and Deaths,” by Robert R Kuezyn-
ski, on page 262 of this 1ssue —Fd noie

take care of the population question without our
worrying Pressure of population upon food sup-
ply may become a matter of very deep concern for
the world Over-population 1s now a matter for
deep concern mn certain countries Quahtatively
there 1s some reason for alarm in the high birth
rate of defimitely inferior stock, including the fecble
minded Modern methods of Birth Control are
not, indeed, a sure panacea for these present and
future evils They are, however, methods which
give hope that society may deal with these prob-
lems more easily and far more satisfactorly than
if men and women were taught to accept children
with the same resignation as they now accept the
weather

BIRTH CONTROL NOW A CLASS PRIVILEGE

The present status of our contraceptive knowl-
edge makes of 1t a pecuharly hypocnitical form of
class privilege The well-to-do easily get all avail-
able information, the poor do not To what ex-
tent this discrimination 1s due to a conscious de-
sire of the privileged classes that the poor shall
breed plenty of servants, workers and soldiers for
them, and to what extent to apathy, indifference
and a desire for making other people moral, I do
not profess to know Whatever the reason, the re-
sult 15 the same It 1s just plamn indecency that
those people who often need Birth Control knowl-
edge most, either cannot get 1t at all, or get 1t 1
an unscientific and even dangerous form, while the
well-to-do buy safe protection, too often without
any adequate sense of social responsibility

I am nchined to accept the argument that human
society has always had a rough and ready sense of
the maximum population which 1t thinks desirable
In all sorts of ways, some of them infimtely cruel,
our race has sought to control population Abor-
tion, infanticide and war are among the common-
est of those measures Even those moderns who
object to Birth Control on religious grounds as a
rule would merely substitute Birth Control by con-
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tinence for Birth Control by the use of contracep-
tive devices The weight of human experience and
of expert opinion 1s against famuly hmitation by
continence within the marriage relation Those
who want to cling to the method of continence
surely should be allowed to do so without forcing
their scruples upon that large part of mankind
which does not beleve that such continence pro-
duces the happtest homes or the finest relation be-
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tween the sexes From this point of view alone the
crusade for making available, under proper con-
ditions, a knowledge of modern screntific methods
of Birth Control 18 worthwhile.

Unquestionably 1t will prevent innumerable fam-
ily and personal tragedies, and 1t will give society
one more desirable weapon 1n the struggle to regu-
late the quantity and quahty of the population for
the social good

Radical Youth Talks About
Birth Control

By JULES JOEL UMANSKY
Mr Umansky s Secretary of the Young People’s Socialist League

HE conversation recorded here 1s not photo-

graphic Members of several youth organiza-
tions were approached, and the opinions expressed
were substantially abke Of the six characters
(whose average age 15 twenty-two), Mannie 15 a
contented husband, Ida and Abe are happly
married, Roxy and Joel are young fellows who,
with Min, a young lady, are still in a quandary
concerming marital bhss  All are working class
students and appear because the writer feels that
their opimons are typical They are members of
such orgamzations as the League for Industnal
Democracy, the Rand School Fellowship, the
Youth Section of the War Resisters’ League, the
Bronx Free Fellowship, the Young People’s So-
ciahst League

(Abe and Ida enter Joel's offsce )

Apr—Hello, Joel Busy?

JoeL—Hullo, Abe, ’lo Ida You’re just the
ones I am locking for How do you stand on
Birth Control?

Ape—Why, Pm mn favor of 1t

JoEL—The Birth Control Review wants the
viewpoint of the young radicals, and I am trymng
to get a consensus

Ipa—Your duties are over, for the consensus
18 “yes ”

Joer—That’s probably correct, but what I’m
after are reasons

(Rozy walks m )

JorrL—Say, Roxy, do you favor Birth Control?

Roxy—For whom?

Ipa—Oh, are you the seventh son of a seventh
daughter?

Roxy—No I was thinking of the unemployed
Seriously, if you mean dissemination of contracep-
tive information, sure! Everybody ought to have
it

Min (enters and overhears the last remark)—
Wouldn’t that lead to promiscurty, Roxy?

Roxy—Kissing 13 promscuous, and no general
regret has beset mankind Moreover, with greater
sex freedom as a result of an enhghtened attitude,
you have the added advantage of fewer “acci-
dents »

Min—D1l grant that information for the hmta-
tion of families should unquestionably be given to
married folk, especially so, in the case of the work-
ingmen and women However, I wouldn’t advocate
indiscrimmnate distribution of contraceptive advice
—to youngsters, for example

Ipa—But there are so many unmarried people
who must be considered It would be necessary to
establish some standard, such as age The short-
commngs of such a standard might be ehmimated by
mdividual consideration of cases, based, 1n addition
to age, on the physical condition of the couple

(Mannie has come sn He has been married for
three years, and has no children.)

Evervsopy—(te Manne)—Why do you favor
Birth Control?

Mannie—We can’t afford to have youngsters
yet

Roxy — Ah, there it 15, ladies and gentlemen
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Mannte offers evidence of what I have been preach-
ing all these years

Ase—And what 1s that?

Roxy — Margaret Sanger says, “The working
woman knows through her natural instinct that she
should not have more children than her husband’s
wages can support” Doesn’t that practically
mean that the average working woman should go
childless? Only the leisured classes can afford the
sinful luxury of children

MaxnE—Be that as 1t may, there are several
facts that constitute a strong brief for Birth Con-
trol The natural urge may lead to serious conse-
quences 1if the couple 1s economically insecure The
well-to-do, of course, are privileged 1n this respect,
and this disparity 1s but another comment on the
supposed equality of the clases The situation par-
ticularly affects the young worker It 1s he who
supports prostitution, because of an unfair igno-
rance, an ignorance that 1s maintained by stupid
laws These laws should be done away with

Ape—Yes, through extensive and mtelligent dus-
tribution of Birth Control propaganda, restrictive
legislation could be repealed Then with the
spread of information there would be earlier mar-
nages and less prostitution I realze that ths
scar of civibization 1s, unfortunately, largely the
result of the economic situation of the tune, but you
see, certamly many girls would not become prosti-
tutes 1f they could marry earlier And they could
merry earher if they could plan therr famihes

Min—In addition to all of that, there are more
mmmediate reasons for restricting the number of
offspring Hygienc as well as physiological fac-
tors must be taken mto account One child directly
after another m a famly of small income means
under-nourishment, lack of attention,uncleanhness,
1llness, wearmness, irritation and a host of other
unpleasant concomrtants, with the children, parents
and society as the sufferers

Inpa—Unquestionably, 1f this mnvoluntary breed-
mg were ended, people could rise to hugher levels
A decrease 1n the number of children, with longer
periods between them, would permit proper care
The mothers would have more leisure to mmprove
themselves and therr famihes

Roxy—Yeah, all seriousness aside, children are
often burdensome The duties of motherhood could
be hightened by procuring a maid, whose cost would
be far less than that of breeding another child Now
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that’s truly a brilhant thought If you can’t afford
a child, get amaid Really1t’s a sure cure for Child
Labor

Manyxig — We'll make allowances for Roxy’s
youth, but to return to the subject—greater leisure
would afford more social, economic and cultural
freedom for the wife, who 15 & mother But what
of the unmarried mother?

Mixn—That 1s a real problem , one which becomes
complicated purely because of society’s senseless
code It 1s the unreasonable social consequences of
a birth outside of marmage that make this ques-
tion so important

Mannie—Well, I'm m favor of contraceptive
and prophylactic information for the unmarrmed
as well as the married Abortions would be
lessened, being largely precluded, prudishness
would diminish, and the social taboo would be
hifted

Jorr—Thank you, comrades
words are up

Our thousand

Class Discrimination

The objection to the spread of Birth Control
mnformation at present amounts to an ob)ection
to making this mmformation available for the poor,
since for many years the differential birth rate has
made 1t clear that the upper economic classes have
avalled themselves of the information It 1s clear
that large families mvolve a hfetime of involuntary
servitude on the part of those who have assumed
the burden unwilhingly Involuntary service to
the state exists ;mm many other forms, as in the per-
formance of military duty in tune of war, and the
payment of certamn taxes m time of peace But
that population should be prowided by people
economically, and sometimes even physically, at a
disadvantage, 13 an admission of a failure to insti-
tute the machinery for social control which cannot
be otherwise than reprehensible 1n modern society
If the burden of child-bearmg were so great that
women were unable to assume 1t wilhngly and com-
pulsory service were resorted to, then 1t would
seem more humane that this should be 1mposed
upon all women ahke without discrimination 1n
favor of the upper classes

Rura Rexp m The Modern Family
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Better Teaching through Birth Control

By ABRAHAM LEFKOWITZ

Mr Lefkounts 18 Vice-Pressdent of the American Federation of Teachers In
this article he shows what smaller, better planned famihes could mean from the
pownt of mew of wmielhgent education

ECENT investigations by psychologists and
educators have demonstrated that the intelli-
gence of children varies not only with the economic
status of their parents, but also with their occupa-
tion In tests conducted both in Massachusetts
and Indiana, it was ascertamned that high school
sentors from homes with the largest mncomes made
the highest scores, and these scores decreased con-
tinuously, but not pronouncedly, according to the
size of the family incomes While the brightest
seniors did not come from the wealthiest group, but
from parents in moderate circumstances (those
earning between $1,000 and $2,000) the wealth-
ler group, however, furmshed more semors of
average and high average ability than the poorer
did The difference 1n mtelhgence of children be-
tween the groups earming from $1,000 to $12,000
was shght, but the ratings in famihes earning less
than $1,000 were defimitely lower

OCCUPATION ALSO A DETERMINING FACTOR

Parcntal occupation played almost as impor-
tant a part in determimng results of these intelh-
gence tests as did cconomic status 85 per cent
of the children of parents in the professions scored
above the median for the group tested , 68 per cent
of the children from parents in business or mn ex-
ecutive work, 41 per cent from the children of
skilled workers and only 39 per cent of children
of day laborers The relation of mental capacity
and parent occupation in rural regions of New
York showed similar results, children of profes-
sional or business parents ranking highest, fol-
lowed by children of skilled workers, semi-skilled
workers, farmers, and unskilled workers

Recent studies of children who enter school at s1x
or seven years of age showed that children of pre-
school age have their behavior attitudes strongly
fixed before they enter the public schools of the
country Hence the recent emphasis upon pre-
school or nursery education without which the

teacher 1s seriously handicapped m his efforts to
develop a well-rounded, tolerant and social citizen

WHAT LARGE FAMILIES MEAN

What bearing have these studies and their tenta-
tive conclusions upon education and Birth Con-
trol? Large famihes for workers mean a decrease
in the amount of money to be spent per member of
the famly, necessitate lower living standards, put
the family 1n a lower economic status, prevent the
normal and fullest development of these children,
and often deprive children of the attention needed
for their fullest mental and physical development
Such children come to school undernourished, neg-
lected, with improper social attitudes and habits
that make 1t difficult, and at times mnpossible, for
them to take full advantage of educational oppor-
tumities afforded by the publc schools of the coun-
try In a word, large families with normal or less
than normal income mean larger classes for
teachers, pupils not fully equipped to develop
their potentialities to the utmost without special
care and consideration, increased retardation,
maladjustment of pupils, mcipient crimmahty or
tendencies toward criminality, poorer teaching
and exhausted teachers

FAR REACHING EFFECT OF BIRTH CONTROL

How would Birth Control effect the situation?
Birth Control means a wanted family of manage-
able size This 1 turn means more wholesome
food, more clothing, a better home environment,
adequate parental attention so that proper atti-
tudes and habits may be developed This will
enable teachers to teach children who are physi-
cally and mentally ~quipped to do the work ex-
pected of them It means decreased retardation,
smaller classes with more individual attention to
students, better and happier children and citizens
In the face of these facts it 18 dufficult to under-
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stand the attitude of those opposed to Birth Con-
trol, especially when that attitude 1s predicated
on the assumption that nature must take its course

FAMILY LIMITATION A BGON TO WORKERS

Just why must nature take its course? Do not
the breeder of animals and the plant cultunst n-
terfere with nature 1n order to improve upon 1t?
Are not humans entitled to the same scientific and
intelligent consideration given to plants or to lower
animals? Is 1t not better for the commumty te
have fewer humans who can be raised as human
beings should be raised, than to encourage large
families with an increasing number who must grow
up physically and mentally 1ll-equipped to perform
their social functions and who, 1n many cases, will
lead miserable Lives or become burdens upon so-
ciety? Why should those in the lowest economic
strata be forced—because of lack of knowledge of

Birth Control—to bring into the world, whether
they want to or not, children to whom they must
deny opportumties for fullest mental and physi-
cal development? Why should not they have ac-
cess to the knowledge they want and need, which
15 so fully available to those who need 1t least—
the rich who have small farmlies though they can
afford to have large ones?

The hrmtation of the size of workers’ famles
would be a great boon to the workers and to society
because 1t means smaller, better, happier and
healthier families, better economic status and eco-
nomic mdependence, higher wages, less cannon
fodder, more manageable school conditions and
finer citizens Birth Centrol from the teacher-
worker pomnt of view 1s socially desirable, if not
socially necessary Education alone must be rehed
upon to bamsh the prejudice which now prevents
the dissemination of such necessary knowledge to
the workers of our country
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The Ferch Cliniec in Vienna

By RUTH AMBERG

M1iss Amberg 13 a special wniter who has been lvowng wn Vienna for several years
She was formerly an snvestrigator for the Child Labor Commsttee

WAY wunth No 144) Out of the commitice
room, on to the floor! These and a dozen other
banners flamed 1 the May Day parade, which 1s
the triumphal march of the workers i Vienna
There are no strikes, no riots, no disorder of any
kind, but just a steady flow of human beings all day
long through the principal streets of the city
One of the most msistent demands of the workers’
groups 1s the ehmmation of the nfamous para-
graph No 144, regulating abortions! The tre-
mendous pubhc interest 1n this subject 1s the result
of the work of Johann and Betty Ferch Therr own
contact with this law brought home to them the
tragedy which confronts the proletanat of Aus-
tria Shortly after their own experience, they be-
gan to agitate for the modification of this law,which
forbids abortion except for specific medical rea-
sons, which pumshes by mmprisonment up to five
Years any person who performs the operation, any
person who has assisted 1n securing the operation,
as well as the woman who submits to such an
Ooperation

HOW BIRTH CONTROL STANDS IN AUSTRIA

On the one hand, the Birth Control movement
here has attamed strength as a result of a lasssex
fawre attitude Prior to the war the law which made
1t pumshable by fine or imprisonment to display,
sell, or mention the price of contraceptives was
strictly enforced No legislative action has been
taken to ehminate this statute, but as a result of
the revolution many reactionary laws have been dis-
carded “without action” The enthusiasm for 1n-
troducing bills and passing laws, while not exclu-
sively American, has only a shadowy reflection m
Europe, especially mm Austria, and consequently

1The American Birth Control League 18 definitely opposed
to abortion As contraceptive knowledge 1s perfected and
made avallable, the necessity for abortion will obviously be
reduced to a negligible minimum From this point of view, it
would seem fortunate that Jchann and Betty Ferch de-
veloped their Birth Control climies because they were unable
to put their abortion amendment through parliament.—
Evrroriar Nore

no specific act has been passed to repeal or replace
the old law

On the other hand, the active concern of a very
numerous pubhe about paragraph 144 1s to be
credited to the untiring efforts of the Ferchs In
Vienna and throughout Austria they have held
hundreds of meetings, explaimng how paragraph
144 affects the hfe of every member of the com-
mumty Although the law goverming the sale of
contraceptives has fallen into disuse, that regulat-
mg abortions has been more ngidly enforced for
several years, and this is why the Ferchs have ag-
tated for 1ts modification

The official organ of the Birth Control League
of Austria mtroduces its readers to the aims of the
movement with this terse sentence

The reform of paragraphs 144 to 148, ex-
planation of the danger of abortions performed
by non-medicals, explanation of the necessity of
reducing the birth-rate, and mamntenance of the
advisory Birth Control stations

It 15 characteristic of the orgamzation In 1its
offices, 1n 1its relations to the public, m its contact
with the women who seek advice, simpheity 1s its
watchword Not the crispness of an American busi-
ness office, but the directness born of lmted means,
for nerther the league nor those who seek 1ts aid are
rich

THE FERCH CLINIC

I have been iving 1n Vienna for several years, but
Koemgsegg 15 a street of which I had never heard
As I walked toward the headquarters of the Birth
Control League, I observed that the neighborhood
18 clearly a lower middle class and workers?’ district

The women who visit this adwvisory station are
told 1n very clear and sumple words what the most
effective contraceptive 1s, exactly how it should be
used, are advised to use 1t only with the aid of a
physician They are further referred to a physi-
cian hving near them, whose services they can pro-
cure at special rates through their affihation with
the Birth Control League, and are urged to consult
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him regularly (monthly) i respect to the use of
the contraceptive

The costs of consultation and equipment are very
low, unbelievably so, according to Amerzcan stand-
ards, but still a problem 1 Austria, where salaries
and budgets tend to show an ever increasmng gap
All information at the advisory stations 1s given
gratis The physicians charge between 28¢ and 85¢
for each office isit  All of the necessary equipment
18 supplied at cost For the first visit to the physi-
cian, the woman is given an introductory note,
which entitles her to reduced fees Sheneed not jomn
the league, but to secure the special rates for suc-
ceeding visits, she has to show her membership card
which costs 1 Schiling (15c) a year To women
whose husbands are unemployed, or who have sev-
eral children, all advice and equipment 1s given free
of charge

The simphcity and directness of Frau Ferch dur-
ing the consultations were most impressive As one
woman after another came to her desk, I had op-
portunity to see with what skll, kindliness and -
telhgence the advice was given The explanation 1s
within the reach of every woman’s mtelhgence, and
1s made the more lucid through the use of charts
The harmlessness of the device recommended, and
the exact reasons why the regular visit to a phys:-
cian 1s urged, were emphasized so clearly, compre-
hensively, sympathetically, that one felt no question
was left m the visitor’s mind.

HOW THE WORK SPREADS

Since the establishment of the imitial advisory
station 1 November 1922, six others have been
opened 1n various parts of the city, all of them in
sections inhabited chiefly by workers Notices of
the location of the stations are posted 1n factores,
workshops, and community houses erected by the
municipahity At meetings of trade umons, politi-
cal gatherings and the hke, throwaways are liber-
ally distributed 1n the audience On one side there
15 a brief statement of the aims of the Birth Con-
trol League, as well as 1ts slogan Quality, not
Quantity, on the other, a hist of the consulting sta-
tions 'The Arbester Zestung, the official organ of
the Social Democratic Party, carries a weekly no-
tice of the advisory stations All of the liberal
bourgeois papers support the Ferch Aktion, as 1t
1s popularly known Other forms of pubheity m-
clude the official bulletin of the movement, D Neue
Zest, which appears from time to time, meetings 1n

(Contynued on Page 270)
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THE BALANCE OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS
Vol I Western Northern Europe, by Robert
R Kuczinski The Macmillan Co New York
$2 00

HIS httle volume 1s one of the studies 1n the
humamstic sciences, published by the Brook-
ings Institution It 1s the first of three volumes
m whach the statistics of birth and deaths for the
entire world are to be considered
As a repository of figures the book has much
value All of the existing birth rates and death
rates for the countries under consideration have
been recorded Fertility rates, age distributions,
ages of mothers, and other simlar data are also
presented From such figures, much cranking of
calculating machines has given what the author
calls net reproduction rates 'This rate 1s a com-
putation which endeavors to answer the question
whether present birth rates and death rates are
such that a given generation subject to them will
increase or decrease
T'ne autnor’s conclusion 1s that the peoples of
northern and western Europe are dying out, and
his reaction to the conclusion 1s quite emotional
With a senatoral gesture, he views the situation
with alarm  Yet 1t does not appear from the
figures cited that this population as a whole 1s
dymg out Certamnly the populations of some
countries are dimimshing A weighted average
for the whole region, however, shows a shght
tendency to mncrease And even 1f the peoples of
industrial countries have decided that the popula-
tin 1s too great and should be cut down as a
measure of social prophylaxis, why should a sta-
tistician wring his hands in horror? One begins to
Something of a decayed nature 1s m the
viecemtv  What 1t 1s, I do not know, not having
the time or inchnation to check the results But
when a statistician wnites a book telhng the poor
bedeviled public what erroneous conclusions 1t
draws from crude birth rates and death rates, and
then says that the birth rate began to decline m
Ireland about 1840, something 1s wrong If he
had apphed his own corrections, he would have
found that the fertiity of Imsh women dechned
very little until about 1890 Instead, he drew a

smff

conclusion from a crude birth rate, materially af-
fected by emigration Since such hasty and ob-
viously mcorrect statements are not rare, I feel
more inchned to treasure what rolls out of the cal-
culating machine than the conclusions which eman-
ate from the author

E M East

OUR OWN TIMES, by H G Thomas and Wm
A Hamm Vanguard Press New York '75c¢

THIS volume supplements “The Foundations of
Modern Civihzation” and “Civiization 1n
Transition,” by the same authors, taking up the
history of the world at 1870 and bringing 1t down
to date To bring together the many complex
materials 1n such & survey 1s no easy task, but the
authors have done 1t well Their method 1s to
summarize the main hines of economic and social
development 1n an introductory chapter and then
to sketch the history of each of the main countries
and the Far East 1n separate chapters Separate
attention 1s given to imperialism, general interna-
tional relations, the world war, the peace treaties
and the fruits of the war

The authors are clearly liberal, but not extreme
in their mterpretations In so vast a survey one
can not expect a reviewer to be 1n complete agree-
ment with all positions taken, but to stress any
such differences 1 a brief review would give an
entirely false impression The book 1s heartily
commended

Erxest Mivor PATTERSON

RACE AND POPULATION PROBLEMS, by
H G Duncan Longmans, Green & Co New
York $250

LTHOUGH this book by an associate pro-
fessor of Sociology mm the Umversity of
North Carolina, 1s primanly written for text use
i college courses on population—how few there
arc at present compared, for example, with the
field of labor problems'— the reviewer suggests
that any intelhgent eitizen would find 1ts perusal
not only mstructive, but at times even absorbing
A word as to 1ts scope ard plan Part I treats
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of the rnse and spread of the human group (the
origm, formation and classification of races),
Part IT with such biological and racial topics as
heredity and eugemnics, the amalgamation of races,
the dysgemc effects of war and religion on popula-
tion Part IIT 1s mainly devoted to the relation
of population to the diffusion of culture, while
Part IV considers Malthusian, pre-Malthusian,
and post-Malthusian theories of population The
last part, which 1s concerned with population con-
trol, includes mn 1ts discussion of positive and pre-
ventive methods two chapters on “the modern
Birth Control movement ”

This emphasis on the Birth Control movement
15 a notable step forward The reviewer has for
some time wondered who would be the first among
the text-book writers in the population field to give
the subject the space and treatment 1t merits
While Professor Duncan’s book leaves much to be
desired so far as thoroughness of treatment 1s con-
cerned, he 1s to be congratulated for having done
much more than his predecessors (except possibly
Wolfe and Carr-Saunders) One could not expect
a textbook, or any other general treatise covering
a wide field, to give undue space to even an 1m-
portant topic The lmitations, are, therefore,
necessanly those one must needs impose upon one-
self 1n wnting a work deahng with many phases
of the population preblem

A few criticisms seem 1n order I doubt the ad-
visabihity of including so much anthropology and
ethnology 1n such a treatise 'There are some 650
quotations too much re-hash of available ma-
terals Certain sections gave the reviewer mental
indigestion  Many quotations are from needlessly
old sources (not that old sources are not some-
times preferable), and should have been avoided
when later statistics are available Sources are
almost exclusively secondary The work 1s not
original in any sense and does not clamm to be It
15, nevertheless, a valualle compilation which the
layman will find interesting

It would be out of place to criticize individual
opinions, especially when these are a matter of
emphasis on nterpretations based on conflicting
data On the whole, the author takes great pains
to state his propositions with fairness, impartial-
ity and objectivity It 1s not within the realm of
human attamnment to produce a book on this sub-
ject which would not contain statements to which
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some scholars would find objection

Too much space 1s given during the Birth Con-
trol discussion to a consideration of the dechiming
birth rate Perhaps 1t 1s well that the discussion
of the history of the movement was curtailed n
view of the fact that it says nothing new, 1s not
always accurate, and 1s based upon the fragmen-
tary matenals available several years ago Never-
theless, I wish to impress upon the reader that
this work represents a long step in advanee 1n its
fairness and fearlessness on the subject of Birth
Control The general editor, Professor E R
Groves, 15 to be congratulated 1n having obtamed
this text for Longmans’ Social Science Series

Norman E Himes

SEX AND YOUTH, by Sherwood Eddy Double-
day, Doran New York $200

HE question must often arise whether there 1s
not toe much being written on the subject of

Sex Understand, I do not mean too much mn a
technical sense, ke Mary Ware Dennett’s much
discussed pamphlet I would like to see thousands
of books and pamphlets on Sex and Marrage for
one book on Sex Addmce and Sex Pathology

There 1s 1n Sherwood Eddy’s book a rare whole-
someness IHe speaks i his foreword of “scientific
information apphied by rational intelligence, and
of the actual goodness of a joyous way of hfe hved
at 1ts best ” He himself says that he finds “youth
cager and open-minded to consider ” I would Iike
to add that for the most part I find them whole-
some, so wholesome that I do not think they need
some of the advice that Mr Eddy includes in his
book

Of course his first chapter on “Sex and Life,” es-
pecially the subdivision called “The Sigmficance
of Sex,” 1s the usual “song of life” type of thing,
only more than usually well done His ethical
admonitions are not at all in the line of preaching
It 1s rather a sort of pragmatic warmng Speak-
ing of the dangers of sex hfe of either license or
asceticism, he says “It 15 a short-ciremting of
hfe at 1ts primtive and exclusively physical levels,
an arresting of hfe’s full promse and progress
short of 1ts higher spinitual completion and ful-
fillment It sacnfices the long and sigmificant fu-
ture for the short and fleeting present »

On the other hand, there are two or three phrases
which Mr Eddy uses which I was sorry to find in
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his book One 1s that miserable Freudian expres-
sion, “fixation® Mother fixation, and father,
etc, are phrases that would seem to us who are
healthy minded, and who feel that the majonty of
people on this earth are healthy minded, unneces-
sary, and we are very much fed up on them!

The other phrase 15 “Compamonate Marnage,”
a phrase which we never needed, which means noth-
ing, and which has been the great hoax of the pub-
Leist, a phrase to conjure with for pubheity pur-
poses Mr Eddy speaks of it with more serious-
ness than i1t deserves He describes 1t as an 1deal
of absolutely legal and permanent marrage which
will be made possible for young people by better
divorce laws and proper Birth Control laws

Now, nobody takes any 1ssue with this, but we
needed no new phrase, and especially a specious
and musleading one We do know that divorce
laws must be improved, and we know that Birth
Control must come, but we all know that marrage
15 marrage, so why all this fuss and feathers,
creating a delusive impression of lhicense and lata-
tude which sumply do not exist Being very
much thrown with the young people, I know that
this has been a very muddling and useless, and
more or less permicious phrase I think that such
clear-cut and sound writers as Mr Eddy wll do
well to leave 1t to the oblivion to which 1t 1s gradu-
ally dnfting, except as 1t 1s used in derision, more
and more by young people who have a keen sense
of humor

It 1s a question whether many of our young
people feel the stress and strain of sex hfe that
18 portrayed so dramatically in such books &s these
Rather does not Mr Eddy hmmself express the
common experience when he says, speaking of sex
mmpulses and the demorahzing idea that they
should be yielded to too easily “We have to re-
press instmcts every hour of our hife The secret
of self-realization 1s not to give free play to a chaos
of instinctave desires, but to bury them 1n a har-
monious personality

One of the fine passages of the book 1s where the
author emphasizes the dangers of unwholesome
sources of information and of half mformation
The fine emphasis upon the amalgamation of the
spintual and the physical 1s re-emphasized over
and over 1n the book, including the emphasis upon
the “whole personahty ”
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In hus chapter on the choice of a hfe companion,
Mr Eddy 1s at his best, also in chapter four,
“Problems of Marrage” Here the author gives
some very happy quotations from Margaret San-
ger’s book and others, and he himself Lifts the
whole question on a high wave of feehng that will
be very useful to any young person who reads it
It 18 very essential that every young person be-
heve that we older people have a working faith 1n
romance Mr Eddy adds to lus practical 1dealism
on this subject of mating the last word in modern
economic practicabiity and sex equalty, “If
modern marriage 1s to be fully successful, it must
be democratically founded on the corner stones of
hberty, equality, and co-operation, the essential
continuity of mind and thought, as well as of
heart > Mr Eddy emphasizes this very nobly
He 1s a thoroughly practical femimst with a fine
adventurous outlook on a completely Lberated
womanhood

Quite logically part seven deals with the prob-
lems of “Famly Limtation” His subject 1s
treated without the shadow of reservation m bmnl-
hant summaries and telling statistics The sweet
reasonableness of the whole matter was never
better set forth

His last chapter 1s a very wise summary and re-
capitulation of many of the points made earher 1n
the book, together with the rapid fire and pointed
answers to many of the problems of modern hfe
“When to Marry” contams some data on very
youthful marriages that sane people may take 1ssue
with The question, “Why Wait for Marnage”
1s answered with a power and practical 1dealism
that would be hard to match, as 1s lus answer to
monogamy Asceticism, divorce, prostitution and
venereal diseases are all treated mn a forthright
manner In “Sexual Equahty, Sexual Ethics,” a
very high ground 1s taken It 1s a thoroughly
modern, well evolved statement of human relations
Again, the note rises to something of a paean

Seldom has this subject been treated more nobly
A great deal of practical material 1s to be found
m the appendices, especially the details 1n refe:-
ence to the backward situation of Birth Control
m our country Behevers in Birth Control may
feel that this whole book 1s & very valuable and
1deal contrbution to this vital subject

Harrrer B LamprLaw
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MEN AND MACHINES, by Stuart Chase The
Macmilan Co , New York $250

RE we becoming robotized? Are we breeding
a race of robots? What 1s the nature of the
Frankenstein which man has created and which
seems to have grown too powerful for man’s con-
trol? How adequately Stuart Chase answers these
questions depends upon the vantage pomt from
which the reader gazes upon the unfolding pan-
orama of men and machines, marching down the
ages From the time primitive man takes the club
m his hand to secure food for humself, and to alter
his environment, to the time when the machme en-
compasses man 1 1ts vise-lhke grip, and spews
forth a few shekels with which the workingman of
the twentieth century secures his hiving—all the
periods of time are graphically presented

Upon his “moving belt”, the author has as-
sembled the arguments and opmions of many of
the philosophers and critics of today In stating
what they think about the mechamzation of the
world, of humans, of thought, of culture, he has
assembled as fit a vehicle for lus thesis as any good
automobile 18 For every set of arguments con-
demning the influence of the machine upon civiliza-
tion, he presents arguments praismg 1t, calling it
the “Uuberator of mankmd”, the instrument
through which Utopia will be made possible With
these two slogans echoing mn lus ears, the author
leads the reader into the wilderness of the tech-
nology of production, and finds the magic thread
for what has been a maze, a labyrinth of misun-
derstanding

The chapter on the anatomy of machinery 1s an
excellent one for this very reason He analyzes
the evolution of the machme in terms of six
mechanical principles—the pulley, the wedge, the
screw, the lever, the wheel and the inchned plane
If you are one of those to whom the machine has
always been a great unknown quantity, clothed in
mysterious garments of steel and rubber, you will
find at the end of the chapter, that you have at
least a speaking acquamtance with 1t

But the history and anatomy of the machine
merely paves the way for the discussion of
the phlosophical implications of the machine-
made world As the “smoke hfts”, the author
sees “mass production on a cosme scale, unit
parts made here, there, and everywhere to be as-
sembled mto a world economy” All of 1t 15 ac-
companied by increased population, mcreased ex-
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ploitation, more colomzation and mperialism.
True, the machme age was ushered in with a toll
of human lives, with a breakdown of the moral and
cultural values of the domestic system, and the
creation of eancerous sores on the face of the n-
dustrial community What have we today?

The creation of a flood of goods, new skills, new
Jobs, more leisure—a greater hife expectancy, de-
creased hours of labor, decreasing spans of space,
on the credit ssde More unemployment, a ruling
class based on profits, an exploited wage earning
class, more noise, more smoke, more ugliness, more
congestion—all of these, and a host more, on the
debit side  Who will dare assume the role of book-
keeper of this civilization?

Is the United States becoming “robotized”? Mr
Chase attempts to answer the question statistical-
ly, and the result 1s a rather dangerous generaliz-
ation Of the 41,615,000 ganfully employed, he
estimates 5,394,000 “net possible robots” or five
percent of the total population and only thirteen
percent of those gamnfully employed He arrives
at this estimate by excluding from the classifica-
tion as robots, all workers who have “interesting,
mamfestly ego-nflating jobs”, such as chauf-
feurs, locomotive engineers, elevator men, miners,
ete

Greece m the heyday of her civilization had a
population of twelve mulhon slaves for five milhon
freemen Mr Chase challenges the modern entic
to conclude that a population 70% slave 18 a more
wholesome combmation than one 5% slave to the
machme! All of which seems to be fantastic tilt-
ing at wind mlls In the first place there 13 no ev1-
dence that our “freemen” are creatng a culture
such as the Greek citizen created In the second
place, the 5% slave population 1s not without dire
influence upon the rest of the population There
seems to be hittle opportumty for conscious con-
trol of the machine 1n the interest of a larger and
happier ife Only an aggressive mimority 18 -
terested enough in controlling the machme and
wresting 1t from the hands of profit-motivated
busmess men The mass of workers themselves
seem unaware of the possibilities beyond the hor-
zon, so dommated are they by the cast-iron mold
of the machine and the standards which have been
set by it

Mr Chase suggests the necessity of conseious
control of the “billion wild horses” But how—by
whom? By Man or by Machme?

Theresa. Wolfson
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News

UNITED STATES

HE Protestant Episcopal Church proposes to

mtroduce religious and scientific nstruction
for marriage into the regular program of every
panish  Reverend Dr Charles N Lathrop, Execu-
tive Secretary of the Department of Christian So-
cial Work, announces a series of “Famly Relations
Institutes™ 1in different dioceses for the fall, offer-
g a traimng course for the clergy in the conduct
of the marriage classes Mental hygiene, spiritual
hving, sex relationships, and household economies
will be considered The object of this program 1s
to combat the rising tide of divorce

Dr Lows I Dubln, statistical expert for the
Metropohtan Life Insurance Company, places the
nation’s birth rate at 23 per 1,000 1n 1928, as
agamst 5 3 per 1,000 1n 1925 With what seems to
be a surprising lack of understanding of the real
1ssues 1nvolved, he ascribes this reduction m the
birth rate to “reluctant motherhood, or, perhaps,
the inhibitions of the modern marriageable daugh-
ter 7

Cahiforma

HE State Bureau of Vital Statistics announces

that, despite estimated gans in population, the
number of births in California will fall below 80,000
during 1929, whercas, births for 1928 reached a
total of 83,643 I. E Ross, Chief of the Bureau,
states that no facts or statistics are available on
which to base reasons for the indicated decrease

Missour:

RS HENRY N ESS, civic leader in Kansas

City, and former President of the Missoun
Federation of Women’s Clubs, has recentlv com-
pleted an historical study of the early American
home Removing the sentimental haze of a century
ago, she found that “wirtually every wife had a
baby a year, or, at most, every two years, and chil-
dren died hike rats Early day cemeteries bear tes-
timony to the early home hife of women Nearly
every man had from two to four wives—in succes-
sion, of course—and famihes of from twenty-five to
thirty children were not uncommeon

BirTH CoxTrorL REVIEW

Notes

New Jersey

HE New Jersey Birth Control League reports

marked growth in membership, and a series of
successful local meetings throughout the state A
local branch has been formed in Montclair, under
the leadership of the following committee Mrs
H V Schieren, Chairman, Mrs Robert Christie,
Mrs Raymond Fosdick, Mrs J F Geertz, Mrs
Charles Littelfield, Mrs Frank Van Wi, Mrs
Charles Weston The officers of the New Jersey
League are Margaret Sanger, Honorary Presi-
dent, Mrs Zachariah Belcher, President, Mrs
Willard V King, First Vice-President, Mrs Gar-
ris E Adriance, Second Vice-President, Mrs
Franklin Conklin, Jr, Treasurer, Mrs Henry
Young, Treasurer, Maternal Health Center, Miss
Harriet E Niese, Recording Secretary, Mrs
Royal A Schaaf, Corresponding Secretary, and
Miss Henriette Hart, Executive Secretary

New York

HE American Birth Control League will have

a booth at the annual Exposition of Women’s
Arts and Industries, to be held at the Hotel Astor
from September 30th through October 5th

An example of constructive Birth Control, that
15, having as many children as can be adequately
and happily taken care of, was presented when Dr
Vernon Lytle, head of the department of psychol-
ogy at De Pauw Umversity, Greencastle, Indiana,
his wife and six children attended the summer ses-
sion at Columbia University The children range
from ten years to eighteen months, and waie en-
rolled n the nursery school and kindergarten,
the parents took courses in psychology and child
education

Austria

CCORDING to Professor Juhus Tandler,
Commissioner of Public Health and Welfare of
Vienna, that city, though still economically de-
piessed from the World War, 1s spending more
than $14,000 yearly on public welfare The greater
part of this 1s allotted to the protection of infant
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life The infant conservation program includes
famly allowances, compulsory leave for child
birth, pre-natal and post-natal care, state msur-
ance, etc

Canada

THE province of Saskatchewan last year gave
matermty grants of $25 apiece to 521 mothers
The grant may be paid to the hospital or to the
physician, or, if a physician 1s not available within
twenty-five miles, to the nurse who attends the case,
or to the mother herself, or 1t may be divided be-
tween the mother, the physician and the nuise at-
tending the confinement The applicant writes to
the deputy mimster of health stating her residence
and distance from the nearest physician, her finan-
cial circumstances, acreage under cultivation,
amount of stock and farm implements and harvest
results, and the employment of the husband She
must be recommended by an official of her district
The grant 1s to help mothers in outlying districts
and not those who reside in a mumeipahty

China

CCORDING to the special correspondent of

the New York Times, Chinese newspapers and
magazines are menth by month devoting more space
to discussions of the possible governmental backing
of a Birth Control movement, as the only way in
which China’s economuc 1lls can be cured Statis-
tics, conjectures, discussions of ethical and :ehgi-
ous values are all playing a part in the campaign,
and much arrestingly interesting matemal 1s being
brought to hight

China’s population 1ncrease 1s shown 1n the fol-
lowing figures, quoted from The Chsna Critic

337,000,000 1n 1885
376,432,000 m 1910
447,475,000 in 1919
434,163,000 m 1920
444,653,000 1n 1923
482,808,000 n 1928

Colonel E P Bicknel, investigator for the Amer-
ican Red Cross, reports that 1t 1s a normal condi-
tion in China for about 20,000,000 people to exist
i a state of underncurishment, and 1t 1s also nor-
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mal for thousands to die of hunger every year The
caravan route leading over the Lupan Shan range
has been renamed the “Road to Death,” and 1s
strewn with corpses In this vast region there 1s
almost no food

England

E announce with regret the death of Dame
Millicent Fawcett, veteran Femmmst, on
August 5th, at the age of eighty-two

Dr Gilbert E Mould, physician mn mental dis-
eases 1n Sheffield, addressing a meeting of the Royal
Samtary Institute Congress on July 17th, gave the
followming hst of contrbutary causes of mental
breakdown

Spiritualist seances,

The works of pessimistic and unbalanced

writers,

Bad films,

Noise,

Birth control

When the National Council of Women of Great
Britain meets 1n October, the National Union of
Societies for Equal Citizenship will offer the follow-
g resolution “that the National Council call
upon the Ministry of Health and local authorities
to allow information with respect to methods of
Birth Control to be given by medical officers at
Matermty and Child Welfare Chinics m receipt of
Government grants, in cases in which either a
mother asks for such information, or 1 which, 1n
the opimon of the Medical Officer, the health of the
parents rendersit desirable ” Whether this resolu-
tion be carried or not, 1ts discussion at such a fully
representative assembly of women 1s important at
the present time

India

N ASSOCIATION known as the “Education

Friends,” has recently been formed in India
for the purpose of admmstering a fund to promote
the education of women and girls, and to further
propaganda for the education of women The first
open meeting will be held 1n Bombay, 1n January,
1930 The :dea was mtiated at the All India
Women’s Conference held at Dell1 m January,
1928
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Another nteresting orgamzation, the Sholapur
Eugenics Education Society, announces 1ts pur-
pose of “educating the gemeral public to think
eugemically, and to recogmze the responsibility of
parenthood, furthering such measures as the open-
ing of Mothers’ Chinics, msisting that the palpably
unfit and degenerate shall not reproduce The So-

clety advocates conception control, segregation
and sterihization ”

Italy

FFICIAL returns for the first five months of

1929 show that births dropped 22 per cent
below those of a similar period last year Bachelor
taxation, preference to married men and women
candidates for all government posts, subsidies to
fathers of large families, with or without Mus-
solinr’s signed photograph, press campaigns, have
all been m vamn Italy’s birthrate 1s dropping,
though Birth Control 1s forbidden under paimn of
mprisonment and the penal 1slands

Itahan students of genetics and eugemics will
meet 1n Rome mn September Professor Artom will
speak on genetic constitution and the changes that
result from the union of different races, Professor
Enriquez on environment and heredity according
to the recent investigations, Professor Pestalozza
on sterihization, and Professor Foa, physiologist of
Milan, will illustrate the topic of biologic factors
of Birth Control

J 8P8.rl

CCORDING to an article m The Japan Med-
scal World, a Tokyo publication, overpopu-
lation 1s causing untold msery among the poor,
through unemployment and overcrowding The
article concludes “The Japan Medical Associa-
tion has made a recommendation to the Home
Minister that a law be passed encouraging Birth
Control as a method of elimnating the mentally
and physically unfit people The present trend of
Japanese public opiion seems to be m favor of
giving Birth Control a trial ”

Another mdication of the growing interest m
the movement 1s the fact that the Japanese news-
paper “Osaka Mawichs”, of Tokyo, has been run-
ning a series of articles called “A Century of
Birth Control”, tracing the history of the move-
ment i England and America

Bizete CoNTror REVIEW

Book Service

e

Our Book Department can put you m
touch with the Iatest authoritative books
on the many aspects of Birth Control

Send for our selected reading hsts

We can also supply any book at the
regular retail price

A Few Suggestions

Mankind at the Cross Roads $3.50

By E M East

Standing Room Only $3.00
By E A Ross

Buwlders of America $3.50

By EiiswortH HuxTmveToN and
Leoxn F WHITNEY

Race and Population
Problems

By H G Duxcax

$2.50

Sex and Youth

By Sueewoon Eppy

The Task of Social Hygiene $3 50

By Havevock Evriis

Birth Control Review
104 FIFTH AVENUE N.Y.C.
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Readers’ Page

We urge our readers to express thesr opwnsons for publication on thss page Comments, critic-
ssms, wdeas, suggestions, for the Review and for the Bwrth Control movement, are welcome

SCOTLAND READS THE REVIEW

To Tur EpiToR

Some kind person has been sending me your
excellent REview this year, and as I do not know
to whom I am indebted, I must at least send a line
of most grateful appreciation to your office

I run a Birth Control Chnic here and I always
pass your paper on, so 1t has practically filtered
through a good deal of the countryside and into
the hands of District Nurses and mimsters I have
kept a number of your cartoons to decorate the
walls of the Chimic, and they are much appreciated
on the “open day’’ with which we start the session

Wishing you the best of luck in your splendid
work,

(Mes ) Luerra PaTon

Aberdeen, Scotland, August 1

THE WORKER'S DILEMMA

To trE Eprror

It 13 nteresting to learn that you are to have
a Labor Number I hope that some article 1 1t
will deal with the dilemma of the class-conscious
worker 1n regard to Birth Control

On the one hand, every circumstance surround-
ing his hfe demands that he practice contracep-
tion To be free for the class struggle, to be fair
to his (hypothetical) famly, he cannot do other-
wise The average worker cannot afford to bring
up even one child properly

On the other hand he realizes that under the
present organwzation of society, contraceptive
techmque 1s but another of the myrnad forces that
tend to make him ever less a spontaneous human
being and more an efficient servant of the machine
age ‘There 1s hittle joy m the hfe of a machine
tender, and now he 1s to deny himself the thnll of
creation

Birth Control will be the guardian of a new so-
ciety It 1s only a chanty worker now

Lypia A Yascer

New York, N Y, August 13

WITH A RENEWAL CHECK

To THE Eprror
I appreciate the many excellent articles on pop-
ulation by outstanding authorities 1n this field I
think your magazine 15 getting better each year
F W Crower

State College, Pullman, Wash , August 11

CATHOLICISM BAVES AN APOSTATE WORLD

To TeE Eprror

As one wholly unsympathetic to your cause, and
looking forward to 1ts early and complete disso-
lution, the wrter would like to call your attention
to a few naive, not to say ludicrous assumptions,
which appeared 1n your 1ssue of August, 1929

1 The nawve assumption that Dr Sheen
(quoted from America) disproved his own case
when he conceded the logic of your cause and took
exception to the first principle of the Birth Con-
trol movement (mmphcitly held, of course), that
there 1s no future hife” Ewvidently Dr Sheen’s
argument could only be defective if this first prn-
ciple 1s right

2 The naive assumption (quoted from the
New Republic) that the thinking Catholic 18 1 2
dilemma regarding Birth Control “If he prac-
tices Birth Control, he frustrates the primary end
of the generative faculty and commits a mortal
sm If he fails to practice Birth Control when his
reason so dictates, he frustrates the primary end
of reason, as a faculty ”

I should Lke to suggest that your cause can
never hope to win converts, even “thinking Cath-
ohes,” by recourse to such disingenuous tactics as
these to assume, firstly, that belief 1n a future hfe
15 50 absurd that one should not take the trouble
of refuting it, and, secondly, that “thinking Cath-
ohes”—most of whom are tramned 1 wigorous
scholastic logic—are confronted with a dilemma
Damnant quod non witellgunt

Unquestionably (may I insert these obiter
dicta?) the most formidable opponent the Birth
Control movement has, and will contimue to have
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18 the Roman Catholic Church 1In the East that
mstitution 1s challenging Bolshevism, mm the West
that other obscemty, Birth Control May she
continue her mission of saving an Apostate world
from 1tself

Francis E McManox

Chicago, I, August 9

A PROUD MOTHER OF NINE

To THe EniToR

Please discontinue sending the Brere ConNTROL
Review, for my subseription has expired and I
cannot afford to renew

I have enjoyed reading your magazme I hope
with all my heart that this country eventually will
be broad-minded enough to accept Birth Control
as a wonderful thing and a blessing to thousands

I am a mother of mne children, and though hfe
18 not too easy 1t 18 very, very pleasant, for all my
Iittle ones are fine strong children, and I am sure
I shall hive to be proud of them all However, I
feel I have done my share ;n my 15 years of mar-
ried Iife

Mrs I T PerTIT

Brc;okﬁeld Centre, Conn, August 5

ANOTHER PLEA FOR MOTHER’S LETTERS

To THE Eprron

It 15 indeed distressing to note that letters from
over-burdened mothers, which are really enhght-
ening, are omitted from your columns, while so
much space 1s given to an article hke “Who Are
Competent?”, by Ellsworth Huntington, m the
July, 1929, 1ssue

If Birth Control methods were more generally
taught, possibly 1n time there would be a greater
supply of college freshmen to cut lawns and trim
hedges, and fewer stupid ex-soldiers to annoy Mr
Huntington I would recommend to those per-
sons who find ex-soldiers so obnoxious that they
discontinue to support and perpetuate a system
that makes ex-soldiers Inevitable

I think more space should be allotted to com-
petent and rational writers, such as Madeline
Groggins

S M CaNFIELD

Saulte £'e Mare, Mwch, August 2

Bieta ConTroL REVIEW

THE FERCH CLINIC IN VIENNA
(Continued from page 261)

workingmen’s districts, wmith stereopticon 1illustra-
tions, plays and movies In short, as Mr Ferch
says, there 1s no form of propaganda, with the ex-
ception of skywriting, which they have not used
The establishment of advisory chmes outside
Vienna has proved impossible Some seventeen, 1
cities and villages of different sizes, have existed at
varous times The prejudice to be overcome, and
the difficulty of securing adequate privacy for the
visitors proved msurmountable In heu of the sta-
tions in smaller cities and 1n the country, advertise-
ments are from time to time inserted 1n the local
newspapers, stating that contraceptive informa-
tion can be secured free of charge by writing to the
main office in Vienna As many as 140 answers are
recerved as the result of a single advertisement

THE PROPOSED NEW LAW

'The law which the Ferchs recommend to replace
paragraph 144 would be based on “social indica-
tions” TUnder the present law, medical considera-
tions techmcally permit abortion, but actually the
problem 1s an economic one If a woman has ade-
quate means, she can secure an abortion, because
she will be able to find some physician, or even two,
who will declare that a pregnancy would endanger
her health In the case of the working classes, even
the existence of medical indications 1s seldom con-
sidered adequate cause Such a woman naturally
goes to the public chimics, and the rgid enforce-
ment of the law has made the physician there wary
of undertaking an operation which may soon there-
after be called imnto question He must be able to
furnish proof of the necessity of imterrupting the
pregnancy, and even 1f he 1s convinced that the
health of the patient would be endangered by a
pregnancy, he does not want the unpleasant pub-
licity connected with a tnal, to say nothing of
wasting days n courtroom wranghng

The basis of the new law should be, according to
the Ferchs, not only whether the individual mother’s
health would be endangered, but a more positive at-
titude — whether the commumty hfe would be bene-
fited Not only whether the mother and child will
be able to pull through mne difficult months, but
what will happen m the fifteen years succeeding
those months, when that child 1s dependent upon
its parents for its existence Is the health of the
father such as to indicate that he will be able to go
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on working for that long? What 1s his financial sit-
uation? Can he actually purchase enough food and
clothes for the famly? How many children are
there now? Have the parents enough time to give
them any attention?

The program of the Birth Control League of
Austria has the active support of the Social Demo-
cratic Party, the party which has sponsored the
most important social reforms m this country
However, as 1t has not had a working majonty in
Parliament, 1t has not been possible to secure a
favorable vote on the bill, though 1t has been 1n-
troduced several times

As people of action, the Ferchs were dissatisfied
Therr visit to the Fifth International Neo-Mal-
thusian and Birth Control Conference 1n England
in 1922 determuned them upon a different mode of
procedure If their hope for effecting an immediate
change 1n the law was doomed, they might accom-
phish their purpose 1n another way, — by greatly
reducing the number of pregnancies through con-
traceptive methods, and consequently removing to
an appreciable extent the necessity for abortion

THE FERCH’S GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENT

By a simple act of faith, Johann and Betty
Ferch have begun a movement whose history has
been starthingly dramatic They knew when their
first chme was established 1n 1922, that they had
no backing of any kind, neither financial, legal nor
moral With the surety that their undertaking was
filing a tremendous need in the commumty, they
faced their task smngle-handed From a legal
standpoint their activities have never been chal-
lenged Through their well placed publcity, they
have won the adherence of thinking people to the
cause, through the real assistance rendered to
thousands 1n Vienna and throughout Austria who
might have been mothers by chance, they have
ganed the staunch support of a great army of un-
wavering, 1f not wholly articulate women

All of the offices for the advisory stations are
given rent free by the Sickness Insurance Bureau
(the Krankenkassa) It 1snecessary toexplain that
mn Austria social insurance has attained a very igh
stage of development, that every employee 1s in
sured against sickness and accident, and that the
employer pays a defimte sum monthly to the sick
fund which enables the employee to secure medical
service without further charge, and medical sup-
plies at special rates The Krankenkassen are
private institutions managed by the respective
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trades, under strict government supervision, rates
being determined by the government, and the ad-
ministration subject to frequent revision by gov-
ernment officials Similarly there 1s a fund in the
various Krankenkassen for matermty care

INTELLIGENT SOCIAL INSURANCE

When the officials of the insurance fund studied
costs of confinements, and discovered that every
new baby costs the community 500 Schillings or
about $75, they felt that the Ferch Akiion was a
movement which they could afford to support not
only morally, but financially as well Not only be-
cause they had before them the League’s slogan
Quality, not Quantity, but also because therr
records showed stores such as this of 1,034 preg-
nancies reported 1n a single children’s clime n
Vienna, there were 148 miscarrages and 350 infant
deaths In other words, nearly 50 per cent of these
pregnancies ended 1n disaster Individually the
mothers had overwhelming costs to bear, physi-
cally, spiritually and financially The commumty
had spent 249,000 Schillings which had resulted 1n
no good to any one The admimstrators of the
Krankenkassa came to the conclusion that assist-
ing a movement which would teach parents to have
children when they were physically and financially
capable of domng so, was & more human and more
intelligent procedure than bhndly equipping ma-
termity wards!

What have the Ferchs accomphished? They have
brought the attention of all Austria to the injustice
of paragraph 144 They have influenced public
opinion so that the legal sentence of five years for
violation of paragraph 144 1s never imposed An
offender 1s now usually sentenced to eight days
which must be served only if there 18 a further vio-
lation of the law within two years 'They have se-
cured the support of the most progressive elements
1n the country for a change in the law They have
established seven free consulting stations in the
city of Vienna, and have made contraceptive 1n-
formation available to thousands of working class
mothers

Perhaps the most impressive thing about the
movement here 15 that 1t 1s an established, smoothly
running enterprise The 1mtial interest and excite-
ment of agitation have died down, the general pub-
he no longer hears the drums, but despite finan-
cial and other handicaps, the seven stations go on
doing their work quietly, constructively
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