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Editorial

IN addition to the state laws restricting the
gwing of contraceptive information, which
run the entire gamut from complete hin-
drance to absolute freedom, there exist the
Federal statutes, dealing wath contraception
We have reprinted these i full, on page
236 of this issue There are four sections
Stripped of legal phraseology, so discourag-
ing to the layman, the statutes say, mn effect,
that 1t 13 a criminal offence to circulate
through the mail, or otherwise, any article,
mstrument or medicine, written or prmted
matter, giving contraceptive information, or
indicating where such mmformation may be
obtained, and that the importation and trans-
portation of contraceptive material or infor-
mation 1s also a crimmal offence

The first thing that shocks the reader 1s the
ever recurring Juxtaposition and interchange
of three totally unrelated terms and 1deas
It 1s a crimmal offence to circulate (1)
an article which 1s obscene, lewd or filthy,
(2) an article which 1s designed for the pre-
vention of conception, (3) an article which
15 designed for producing abortion What
strange workings of the human mind lead
our lawmakers to put these three concepts to-
gether! Surely it seems unnecessary to point
out that obscemty, Birth Control and abor-
tion are not only different terms, but con-
flicting terms

Secondly, these statutes seem very effec-
tively to tie everyone’s hands But 1t should
be pointed out that, as 1s always the case, they
are modified by that final interpreter of the
law, public opmion, and that the situation
differs from state to state, according to the in-
dividual state laws Doctors do give contra-
ceptive information in New York state, un-
der the rulings of the state Penal Law, Sec-
tion 1145 Cabforma operates climes, within
the law, though 1t cannot print then ad-
dresses

But the general effect of contradictory re-
strictions, of mmner confusion of terms, of
state and federal regulations nulhfying each

other, makes 1t imperative for those who
recognize the constructive possibilities of the
Birth Control movement to work for the re-
peal of these Federal statutes as well as for
the repeal of restrictive state laws

HEN Dr Wilham S Thayer, of Balti-

more, president of the American Medi-
cal Association, scored government mtoler-
ance and legal over-regulation of human hfe,
Birth Control advocates might well have
thought the hour of dehverance was at hand
But 1t was prohibition the good doctors were
tallkang about at their exghtieth annual ses-
sion, held from July 8th to 12th in Portland,
Oregon

“As anation,” said Dr Thayer,n his presi-
dential address, “we have of recent years set
a rather sorry example i the passage of n-
considerate, 1ll-considered and intolerant pre-
scriptions and prohibitions, some of which
may be proper enough m certain localities
where they represent the desire of the major-
1ity, but which, when appled to the country at
large, interfere with the personal liberties of
the people Such laws cannot be enforced,
they defeat their ownends Intolerance is the
most fatal enemy of hberty ”

The Commuittee on Officers’ Addresses ap-
proved Dr Thayer’s stand as follows “The
committee especially commends and indorses
the sentiments expressed by President Thay-
er concermng legislative enactments that are
minucal to the best mterests of the medical
profession and the public, by restricting med-
1cal men as to what and what not shall be pre-
scribed for the relief of human ills

How these expressions of opmon would
hold word for word as objections to restric-
tive legislation 1n regard to contraceptive in-
formation' The doctors object to prohibition
because 1t 1s coercive government, and be-
cause 1t interferes with the practice of medi-
cine “Alcohol”, said Dr Thomas C Chalm-
ers of New York, “is necessary in the treat-
ment of certamn diseases, and 1s one of the
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main hife savers and prolongers of ife” How
much more true of Birth Control Needlessly
high maternity mortahty and infant mortal-
ity are only the two most flagrant results of
the restrictive legislation on Birth Control

We do not forget the many members of
the American Medical Association whom we
are proud to count as friends and supporters
of the American Birth Control League and
the Birth Control movement But we hope
the day 1s not far distant when a president of
the American Medical Association will point
out the intolerably restrictive legislation, both
federal and state, which hampers the phys:-
can 1 his most important work, preventive
medicine, curtails the peisonal hberty of
men and women, and denies to the people of
this country that most inahenable right, the
right to plan theirr own lives to the best of
their ability

HERE are population problems of under-

population as well as of over-population
This 15 brought home when one motors
through the great sparsely peopled plains of
the prairie provinces of Canada The people
are so few, so scattered, so far apart, and for
comfortable human living there 1s need of
more workers, more homes, more neighbors
The Government of Canada 1s well aware of
this need, and 1s trymg to bring “desirable”
immigrants from all the countries of Europe
The immigrants have to come up to stand-
ards fixed by the authortties, but the need for
men 15, or seems to be, so great that these
standands are not impossibly high Yet with
all the demand for more people, the problem
of under-population needs Birth Control per-
haps as urgently as 1t 1s needed m over-popu-
lated countries Under-population means
great distances It meansisolation It means
that doctors and nurses are often 1naccessible,
especially durmg the long bitter winters of
the Dominion Considered from the point of
view of the wife and mother, there 1s perhaps
no family more 1n need of Birth Control, of
the power to choose the time and to some de-
gree the circumstances under which the
mother shall bear her child than the family
which has recently taken up a homestead far
from the railway, and far from all that goes
to make up modern civihzation Cres for
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help from the mothers of Saskatchewan, Al-
berta and Mamitoba come every now and then
to the BirTH CoNTROL REVIEW Butit takes
a personal knowledge of the conditions of the
wheat farmer and especially of the hife of the
wheat farmer’s wife to realize how great 1s
the need for Birth Control in an under-popu-
lated country

The bitter wrony of the situation 1s that in
these countries where population 1s so much
desired and needed, there 1s, for lack of Birth
Control, the greatest wastage in the bringing
mto the world of new lives It s probable
that Birth Control would lessen the actual
number of births But knowledge that would
save the lives of mothers, who die exhausted
after bearing their sixth, seventh, or perhaps
tenth child, knowledge that would enable the
parents to bring into existence children who
would have a fair chance of hfe and health,
would not weaken but would enormously
strengthen the new nation that 1s growing so
rapidly to the north of us “My wife 1s dead”,
said a farmer 1n telling his story “She died
with her tenth It died too, poor little thing
There are nine hiving, but the three younger
ones are weakly—never seemed to get hold
of ife You see, they all came so fast The
elder ones are fine, but Maggie finds 1t hard to
care for the children and i1t mostly falls on
her, poor child She’s only fourteen now ”

Sometimes 1t 1s the wife that tells of her
troubles and difficulties “It’s so far to the
doctor, and last winter when Bobbie was born
the snow was so deep he (her husband)
couldn’t get through We did get a neighbor
from four miles away I'm lucky to have a
woman neighbor so near! And I got through,
but I haven’t been rightly well since If we
could choose our time, I'd never have another
baby m snow time ” The 1dea that 1t was pos-
sible to choose her time was new to this
woman and the feeling of power seemed to
change her outlock on hife Governments are
doing thewr utmost to help the farmers to
grow good wheat It 1s time that they took
as much trouble to teach the farmers’ wives
to grow good human beings, for nowhere 1s
this teaching more needed than in those un-
der-populated parts of the world where fine
men and women are so eagerly sought after
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The Calamity Howler in Eugenics’

By P W WHITING

IS the human species degenerating or 1s 1t pro-
gressing?

The majority of eugemecists hold that the pres-
ent racial trend 1s downward According to Dr
8§ J Holmes, a representative eugemeist, superior
stocks were formerly reproducing themselves as
rapidly as inferior, but at present the race 1s losing
its best inheritance He argues that “Our civihiza-
tion has brought about a very anamalous relation
between success and fertiity Those who should
have the most children commonly have the fewest,
while those who should have few children or none
at all usually have the most From the eugemc
standpoint this 1s obviously a very unfortunate
situation ”

GENIUSES AND FOOLS WELL SCATTERED

Dr Holmes does not think that the case 18 hope-
less The dysgenic selection of the past seventy-
five years may be changed for the better He thinks
that this may be brought about by “a wider dif-
fusion of knowledge of heredity and the elementary
principles of eugenics ”

An even more optimistic note 1s sounded by Dr
Castle of Harvard Umversity who says “The sit-
uation 1s not so alarming as some persons seem to
think The normal unperverted instimcts of the
average man have a distinctly eugenic trend ”

The facts are often difficult to interpret An ap-
parent downward trend, extending over a few years,
may be generalized into an alarming world-wide de-
generation In order that any trend should mark-
edly affect the race, however, 1t must continue mn
the same direction for many generations No losses
are racially irremediable Superior types will re-
appear 1n the next generation even if they are at
any one time anmhilated It has been estimated
that nine times as many distinguished men are pro-
duced by mediocre people as are produced by emi-
nent people This, of course, does not mean that
distinguished men are as hkely to be produced by

1Excerpts from Talk No VIII, the last of a series on
“Heredity and Humar Problems” broadcast by Dr P W
Whiting from the Uniwversity of Pittsburgh Studio durmg
February and March, 1929 This series 1s printed as Radio
Publication No 50, and may be obtained from the Umversity
of Pittsburgh Radio Station for sixty cents

an equal number of mediocre people as of eminent
people, but that hereditary factors required for
greatness lie pretty well scattered in the popula-
tion Although there 1s a decided tendency for
eminent people to occur in the same family, show-
mg that heredity plays a part, we have no pure-
breeding strans of gemuses If all blue-eyed, tow-
headed blonds were slaughtered 1n a brunette revo-
lution, the atrocity would have to be repeated sev-
eral times before blonds were finally exterminated
The brunettes themselves would produce a consid-
erable number of blonds in their own famihes In
hke manner although gemuses tend to have small
famsihes or no children at all, there are still a goodly
number produced from the general population All
men are not born equal in hereditary make-up and
1n mental and emotional type any more than m
figure and complexion, but in our mixed population
all classes have & fair share of good, bad, and -
different heredity By reshuffing the bad or in-
different, 1t 1s possible to draw out some good com-
binations It cannot then be said with man (as wmith
pure strains of dogs or pouliry) that like produces
hke, but only that there seems to be a certain ten-
dency n that way The more our melting pot 1s
allowed to boil, the more our people become ra-
cially mixed, the less 1s 1t possible to predict the
outcome of any marrmage Geniuses and fools are
pretty well scattered throughout different strata
of society, as also throughout different races

THE MENDELIAN LAW

According to old-fashioned 1deas of heredity,
that 1s to say, according to the best information of
a generation ago, the parents were thought to con-
tribute half to the offspring, the grandparents,
one-fourth, the great grandparents, one-eighth,
and the great-great-grandparents, one-sixteenth
This 1s the law of ancestral heredity named for Sir
Francis Galton, founder of the eugenics movement
m England Galton’s Law assumes that like tends
to produce hke, but that children need not resem-
ble their parents 1n all respects, for earher genera-
tions taken together contrbute one-half to the
hereditary traits of the offspring

In hike manner, the Law of Mendel, named for 1ts
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discoverer, the Austrian monk, Gregor Mendel,
implies that on the average hke tends to produce
Like Two people differ by a single hereditary umt
One has black hair, the other red The children
show the dominant trait, black, but 1n the second
generation, among the grandchildren, there will be
only about 75 per cent with black hair The others
will show red, the recessive mhented from the red-
haired grandparent Mendel’s Law analyzes the
matter a little more closely than Galton’s Galton
described the situation that apphes in general, but
not 1n deta:l Neither Galton nor Mendel, however,
knew that not even on the average does hike produce
like Why should this be? Let us for the sake of
simplcity consider what happens n mice

NATURE GYWARDS RACIAL WELFARE

Yellow-haired mice will not breed true They al-
ways produce grays as well as yellows and although
the yellows are twice as numerous as the grays,
they are never any more so Yellow by yellow gives
two yellows to one gray Grays breed true You
can’t get rid of the grays in any case If you keep
selecting yellows as breeding stock and kill off all
the grays you will get more yellows than you will
if you breed from both kinds at random, but you
can’t get more than two yellows to one gray in any
generation That 1s fortunate for the mouse
species Yellows are evidently defective types As
they grow old, they become fat and lazy The
females become sterile much earlier than the females
of other colors We may readily imagine certamn
calamity howhng mouse eugenicists proclaiming
that the race 1s gomng to the cats, if gray mice
should begin practising family hmtation But
there would really be no need for this alarm al-
though 1t 1s true that yellow and gray are both
hereditary traits Good selection (eugenics) can
dispose of the yellows altogether Bad selection
(dysgemcs) cannot, however, make the race all
yellow or get rid of the gray completely In spite
of bad selection there would be plenty of hope for
eugenlc lmprovement

The reason for this 1s very simple If the vellow
by yellow combination 1s formed, it dies before
birth It 1s too weak to live and 1s described as
lethal Many of these lethal combmnations have
been shown in different plants and ammals They
doubtless cause a good many prenatal deaths m
human beimngs Some combinations are not entirely
lethal They are the so-called semi-lethals The
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result 15 a weak or sickly indinidual, probably not
able to reproduce

For all that medical techmque may be able to do
to save a few of these defectives, there will be but
rarely a case of reproduction to lower the average
stamina of future generations Omne of the chief
results accomphshed by baby saving campaigners
1s to raise the mortality rate among children rather
than to impoverish the race as many pessimistic
eugenicists seem to think

Those who howl racial calamity because our
humanitanan measures are saving defective in-
dividuals, should realize that natural selection still
exists 1 spite of the doctor, and that while a few
weaklings may be helped to survive, they are but
a drop 1n the bucket when all humamty 1s con-
sidered

There1s always a hmit of degeneracy below which
we cannot drop Every individual, be he man,
mouse, or fly, produces a series of reproductive cells
ranging from better to worse He himself repre-
sents the average These cells combine by chance o
fertihzation with another series from a different 1n-
dividual to produce a variety of offspring in the
next generation Combinations that are far supen-
or to the parents may be formed and develop mnto
children of superior merit When inferior combina-
tions are formed, however, there 1s a defimite himit
Nature says, “Thus far and no farther” And
oftentimes the Shears of Atropos cut the thread of
Iife very short Uncounted numbers of lethal com-
binations vanish at such an early age that the
mother 18 entirely unaware of 1t Prenatal deaths
are the eugenic method of Mother Nature She
guards our racial welfare whether we be aware of
1t or not, and even 1f we attempt by war or medical
care to thwart her

EUGENIC TENDENCY INNATE

It 1s very questionable whether “Racial impover-
1shment destroyed the great civilizations of the
past,” to quote Lothrop Stoddard, though it has
been true at previous times, as 1t now 1s, that the
classes of superior economic status have on the
average fewer children Grantmg for the sake of
argument that in addition to greater opportunities
there 15 also on the average somewhat greater in-
nate abibity mn the wealthier classes, we should not
be alarmed at the difference in birth-rate Like
tends not to produce like, but to produce a hittle
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better There 1s an mnate eugenic tendency that
may be of greater importance 1n mamntaining racial
vitahity than external factors, be they eugenic or
dysgenic

There 15 httle hkehhood of racial retrogression
under our present system of *let reproduce who
will,” but there are, under a sane and at the same
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time radical and scientific eugeme program, un-
hmited possibilities of racial progression The aver-
age of human ability cannot sk below a certamn
level as long as the race 1s surviving, but by the
proper means it might be greatly raised, even to
the point of ehminating suffering, 1gnorance, and
unhappiness from the world

The Sexual Chaos

By FRANK H HANKINS

NOTHING 1n the writing of extreme femimsts

and sex radicals of a few years ago suggested
doubt of thought or uncertainty of action Noth-
ing seemed clearer than the evils of punitanical re-
presstons and evasions, the remedy for which ob-
viously was bacchanalian expression and unabashed
frankness Aided enormously by the war, the auto-
mobile, prohibition and other features of twentieth
century culture, the critics of concealment, mod-
esty and Victoran virgmmty have witnessed such a
sudden transformation of popular sex mores as
amounts to a virtual revolution As 1s hikely to be
the case when deeply planted customs are uprooted
by a somewhat tempestuous mass movement, the
pendulum has swung from pole to antipode, from
reticence to blatancy, from concealment to exhibi-
tion, from modesty to vulganty

FROM REPRESSION TO EXPRESSION

One can remember that not so many years ago
the YM CA and other agencies of progressive
thought were asserting with considerable fervor
that maritel felicity was advanced by the preserva-
tion by men of that pristine punty required of all
mee girls The ideal of a single standard of sexual
morahty fell into rough femumst hands, however,
and was translated to mean that women should
havc a]] the rights of the traditional male both be-
fore and after the marmage ceremony The virgin
gave way to the demi-virgin, chastity to a more
or less hectic expermmentalism, faithfulness of
spouses to a2 mutual and complacent, but some-
times eager search for sexual vanety At least so
some of those who specialize mn sexual lore have
frequently told us, and told us repeatedly, al-
though many of the traditional guardians of pub-
e morality have flattered themselves and stilled
the anxiety of fearful parents by reiterating the

wishful thought that “the younger generation 1s
better—or no worse—than 1ts ancestors”—where-
in the word “better” meant “has indulged less fre-
quently 1 unlawful sex exercises”

In any case, the dominant note, 1f there be such
at all, 1n a recent compendium of current opinion
on the sexual p1oblem 1n our age, “Sex in Civihza-
tion’! — edited by V F Calverton and 8§ D
Schmalhausen with an mtroduction by Havelock
Ellis, 1s that we are now m the mudst of mental,
moral and sexual chaos We have moved from an
age of repression neuroses to an age of “expression
neuroses” What has happened in considerable
areas 18 that the old morahty, having lost its un-
derpinnming, has tumbled nto a disreputable heap
But a new morality has not yet emerged to give
authontative answers to recurrent queries Now
nothing 1s more certain than that the vast mass of
men must have a code to live by This 1s a necessity
for mental economy, for emotional peace and self-
assurance, 1t 1s a necessity for social harmony and
for comehness of living A survey of sex and marital
mstitutions the world over would reveal that 1t
seems to matter much less what the standards are
than that there shall be standards of some sort,
well-understood and enforced by the terrible powers
of social ostracism

Since our civilization 1s steadily placing &
greater and greater confidence m the logic and
method of science, the new standards which are to
replace the old must be given a scientific mandate
But the evolution of scientific sexual morality 1s at
the outset confronted with the apparently irrccon-
cthable contradictions of human nature, also with
the seemingly antagomistic interests of individual
and society The conflict of individual and group
15 seen 1 the fact that childbearing subordinates

1The Macaulay Company, New York, 1929 ¢ 0
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the mother to her sexuality and usually to her hus-
band, while 1t blocks professional advancement and
the attainment of other ego satisfactions, yet so-
ciety must and doubtless will have mothers But, as
if this feminine tragedy were not enough, one finds
recurning 1n these pages the suggestion, undreamed
of by the extreme femimsts of yesteryear, that the
free-lance female may find herself also, like the
hetaira of old, subordinated to her sexuahty, which
serves as a key to her social position

SEX AND SIN SEPARATED

Thanks to the general decline of rehigious or-
thodoxy and the onslaughts of fermmsts, psycho-
analysts and sexologists, there has been not only
a general dechne 1n the sense of sin, but sex and sin
have been defimtely separated It became obvious
that the sinfulness of sex rested mn part on the
mythological fall of man and other features of
syncretist Christiamity, m part on traditional 1deas
of property and property rights, and 1n part on
male jealousy and possessiveness At the same time
the new psychology mmformed the world mn loud
tones that women as well as men have sex impulses
and sex needs which have been crushed and per-
verted under the terrible and wicked obfuscations
of Chnistian morality The result was an enormous
stimulus to the rising “masculine protest” of the
femimine sex Women not only demanded a square
deal—an equality of rnghts—but proceeded to take
charge of the situation The younger generation
especially seized the new opportunnies with avid-
ity , hence we find ourselves 1n an era of sex expen-
mentation anmmated by the theory that sex 1s pm-
manly for recreation and only incidentally or acc-
dentally for procreation We are thus 1n a state of
moral bewilderment , a lost world afflicted with the
blind staggers

So far has the achievement of freedom gone that
a secondary note recurring i these pages s a cer-
tain doubtfulness as to whether freedom 1s proving
a solvent of all psycho-sexual ills There 15 clear
evidence here, especially in the long, loquacious, am-
bivalent but extraordinarily interesting chapter by
Schmalhausen, that the era of fetishistic worship
of freedom 1s passing It 1s as if, freedom once at-
tamned, the glamour of 1ts pursmt had turned to
disillustonment Complete casualness cannot create
the profounder values of sexual attachments, but
we do not yet know with any assurance whether the
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craving for sex varlety can be satisfied without de-
struction of modesty, loyalty, smcenty, enduring
purpose, beauty, dignity, responsibibty, intensity
of passion, and that compassion and deep mutuahty
which make service a pleasure and dutiful sacrifice
its own reward

Every hberally minded person will thank heaven
for the loss of the ancient taboos They cramped
and maimed the love ife at many points We may
feel certan that an age of freer experimentation
will eventuate in an age of enlightenment If, per-
chance, which 1s not likely, we should in the end
find ourselves very much where we started, we shall
nevertheless be much better off, for we shall have
a clearer understanding of ourselves We shall have
sounder reasons for our sex and mantal mores and
these will be permeated with a fresher, more hu-
mane spirit  If, as Schmalhausen says, we have
plunged from repression neuroses to expression
neuroses which will require a new chapter m psycho-
analysis, we may hope to emerge with a balanced
sweet reasonableness True freedom 1s not found
m willful lcense but in intelligent control for the
sake of the larger ends which we know how to
achieve Theoretically the sexual life for at least
the intelhgent minority can be made at once free,
beautiful and ennobhing For many 1t will doubt-
less remain a varying combination of heaven and

hell

FROM EEWILDERMENT TO KNOWLEDGE

The antinomes m the law and gospel of sex as
presented by the various authors of this remarkable
volume go far beyond that expressed in *“‘the neu-
rotic triumph of freedom” There 1s the dreadful
problem of jealousy, a deep emotion springing from
gelf-love and mamifested by animals, children, sav-
ages and ourselves Qur authors tell us in various
places that 1t 1s a mark of passionate attachment
and dechnes with the casualness of relations and
attitudes, but also that 1t 1s irreconciliable with a
civilized love which chershes for the mate complete
freedom 1n seeking sex satisfactions One gueries
then whether that civilized love which 1s free from
jealousy 1s also casual and hence free from all but
a momentary lustfulness Mrs Hale tells us that
love cannot be free because 1t implies mutual emo-
tional obhgations, though lust can be free

One cannot cease to inquire whether promiscuity
and civilization can be reconciled Or, if one does
not wish to put the alternative so sharply, one can

(Continusd on page 239)
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Birth Control—First Aid in Social Work

By ELEANOR DWIGHT JONES

A Speech gwen by Mrs Jones at the Dsnner Meetsng of the Amerwcan Burth Control League at the
National Conference of Socral Work, July 1

HIS 1s the first year that the American Birth
Control League has been admitted as a
Kindred Group to the National Conference of So-
cial Work Our admission to the Conference 1s
significant, because 1t shows that the Birth Control
movement 1s now considered a sound scientific
movement for social betterment
It 1s only a few years since we were regarded by
most people as embarassing cranks, to be humored
but discounted And some people thought that we
were positively dangerous Only the bravest organ-
1zations dared have us speak at their meetings, and
they sometines posted policemen at the door, to
arrest us 1 case we broke the law
But now things are different We are imvited
to speak at the most conservative colleges and even
at theological seminaries College professors are
lecturing to their classes on Birth Control, and
clergymen are preaching about 1t

MORE RECOGNITION NEEDED

We are recogmzed as a Kindred Group by the
great social service orgamzations of this Confer-
ence We are delighted at this recogmtion, but we
are not satisfied We want more We hope that
soon Birth Control will be recogmzed as First Aid
1n social work

The reports at this afternoon’s meeting on Birth
Control chimes show that some social workers have
already found Birth Control an invaluable aid m
solving their problems These social workers have
1n their towns Birth Control chnies, or hospitals or
health centers where Birth Control advice 1s given,
they have taken to the Birth Control chinics women
to whom another child would mean disaster, women,
for nstance, with diseases, such as tuberculosis,
which are aggravated by pregnancy, women who
have had one child after another in rapid succession
and are 1n desperate need of rest from childbear-
g, women who have so many children that they
cannot possibly take care of any more, women
whose husbands cannot support another child until

they earn higher wages, women whose husbands
are drunkards or loafers, or both

And 1n the clinics these women have been taught
by physicians a simple, rehable and harmless meth-
od of Birth Control — by means of which they have
avoided having another child until conditions justi-
fied 1t

By securing Birth Control advice for the women,
these social workers have been able to prevent,
some cases, disease, 1n some, dependency, and 1n
others, child neglect and consequent delinquency

But most social workers throughout the country
have not this resource available The laws of the
states 1n which they work prohibit the giving of
Birth Control information, or the doctors will not
prescribe contraception because of ignorance of
rehable methods, or because of rehgious prejudice

Without Birth Control, often nothing can be
done to prevent family wreckage The social work-
er has to stand by and watch incompetent or sickly
parents go on year after year having puny, sub-
normal children that they do not want and cannot
care for Birth Control not being available, the
social worker can often do nothing until the fammly
15 actually “down and out” Then she can step in
and patch things up by sending the broken-down
mother away for a rest, eking out the wages of the
mcompetent father, or supporting some of the
superfluous children 1 “homes”, so that they may
grow up and give birth, themselves, to unfit chil-
dren, for social agencies of the next generation to
take care of

BILLIONS SPENT TO NO AVAIL

For pauperism 1s hereditary The socially unfit
have children and grandchildren who are socially
unfit We are today supporting mn institutions the
grandchildren of the dependents our grandparents
supported Thousands of able men and women are
devoting their lives to the care of these depend-
dents, and billions of dollars are spent for their
care Professor James Bossard of Pennsylvama
Umversity states that the cost of the care of the
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dependents and delinquents m the United States
may be placed conservatively at five billion dollars
a year—about three times the amount of the an-
nual expenditure for the whole public school system
of the country

Yet for all the billions spent 1n welfare work, and
the thousands of lives devoted to the noble work
of relieving misery, there are no fewer unfit 1n this
generation than the last, and there will be no fewer
in the next 1In fact, there will be more, because the
unfit have large families

Leaders 1n social work are discouraged with this
state of affairs And 1n their search for some way
out, they have turned to science for guidance “We
are not satisfied”, they say, “to go on merely mend-
g and patching up society, but effecting no per-
manent improvement What we want 1s to build a

healthier, stronger, sounder race How can we do
+his?”?

RACE BETTERMENT THROUGH BIRTH CONTROL

Biologists and sociologists answer, “You can do
this by promoting Birth Control Birth Controlis
the most practicable means now known for race bet-
terment

The advantage of Birth Control to the indivi-
dual mother and the family 1s easy to see, but 1its
effect upon the race 1s not so generally understood

If the quality of the race 1s to improve, people
who are below the average 1n their quahfications for
parenthood should have fewer children than those
who are above the average Couples who cannot
endow their children with health, vigor and intelh-
gence should have fewer children than those who
can, so that 1n each successive generation there
shall be a smaller proportion of those who are so-
cially unfit

How can this be brought about? At present
people of the very lowest economic class, who are as
a rule the least competent, have the largest fam-
1hes Marrmed couples of the best stock i this coun-
try have an average of 2 9 chuldren, unskilled labor-
ers have 5 and morons have 7

But incompetent, lazy or sickly people do not
want large famhes No man who can earn only
starvation wages wants a lot of children No sickly
woman wants to bear a long succession of children
No selfish woman wants a big family Luckily mn
this respect, private interest 1s 1n accord with pub-
Lic interest For the good of the race, incompetent,
sickly or selfish people should have few or no chl-
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dren And they want few or no children The
American Birth Control League gets every year
thousands of letters from women who are obviously
unqualified for childbearing because of ill-health,
or physicel defects, or other reasons, and who 1m-
plore us to tell them how to avoid pregnancv, and
thousands of women who for eugenic considerations
should not have children induce abortions every
year m order to avoid having large famihes, and
ale brought into hospitals physical wrecks

In order that people of inferior stock shall have
fewer children, all that we need to do 1s to remove
the obstacles which have been put in the way of
their getting Birth Control advice That 1s what
the American Birth Control League 1s trying to de

State and federal laws adverse to Birth Control
must be amended The federal law now prolubits
the mailing of contraceptive information and sup-
ples, and 24 state laws specifically mention Birth
Control in their obscemty laws, while the obscenity
laws of most of the other states may be interpreted
to cover contraception

Religious prejudice must be overcome by educa-
tion Doctors must be acquainted with the best con-
traceptive methods

Chnics must be established where the poor can
get contraceptive information free of charge In-
stead of making 1t difficult for incompetent people
to practice Birth Control, we should do everything
possible to encourage them to practice it When
Birth Control information 1s accessible, the very
people who for eugenic reasons should limit their
children, do hmt them

ASK SOCIAL WORKERS’ HELP

It 15 safe to predict that when Birth Control in-
formation 1s accessible to the poor and incompe-
tent, as 1t now 1s to the well-to-do and competent,
fewer children will be born to those who are below
the average in fitness for parenthood Thus the
proportion of the population which 1s socially unfit
will be progressively reduced and the race will
steadily improve Birth Control means more well-
born children, and fewer badly-born children We
ask you social workers to help us Help us get
the adverse laws repealed Help us get Birth Con-
tro! service established in hospitals and health
centers and in special clinics

For 1z the words of Havelock Elhs, “the only
practical instrument by which eugenies can work 1s
Birth Control”
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The Post-War Population Problem

By A B WOLFE

These excerpts are printed to give some 1dea of both the magmtude and the ramifications of the Popu-
latron problem, and 13 direct and logical connection with the Burth Control movement No attempt has
been made to summarize Dr Wolfe’s monograph, which runs to over fifty pages, to snclude has hstings
and description of hiterature and research, or to note the copsous references Readers who wish to study
the monograph wn its entirety are referred to the “Journal of Poltical Economy”, October and Novem-

ber, 1928, February, 1929

OR decades prior to the World War the prob-
lem of population had been slumbering 1n 1n-
nocuous desuetude Indeed, the popular inpression
was that a population problem 1n an economic or
Malthusian sense no longer existed There was,
however, plenty of hiterature on other aspects of
population Sociologists and hiologists competed
i viewing with alarm differential fertility and the
dechming birth-rate The “science” of eugenics was
becoming popularized by enthusiasts far beyond
a pont justified by 1ts thin foundation 1n scienti-
fically established fact

PATRIOTISM AND POPULATION

To many, 1n America and England, the problem
of quality was the only aspect of population
worthy of much attention In Germany and France,
for twenty years preceding the war, the hiterature
of pepulation consisted preponderantly of statis-
tical analyses and disquisitions on the evils of the
dechne 1n the birth-rate Whale there was a mono-
tonous sameness 1n 1t, the German literature was on
a hgher scientific plane, on the average, than the
French In France men hke Lucien March did
beautiful work in wital statisties, but thanks to
French nationalism and fear of Germany, & hbrary
of pre-war French population books consists main-
ly of propagandism for large farmilies Inthe Umted
States the propagandist element was a httle less
pronounced, but 1t was sharpened by the racial con-
tacts and prejudices engendered by immigration
The lamentations were over the decline 1n the birth-
rate of the native Amencan stocks—a point of view
or sentiment traceable at least as far back as
Francis A Walker’s famous articles on the effects
of immigration on the size of the American family
Professor Ross comned the phrase “race surcide,”
and with charactenstic energy Theodore Roose-
velt quickly made 1t a popular moral catchword
The dechining birth-rate was supposed to have dis-

proved the Malthusian doctrine once for all Few
persons took the trouble to examine rates of nat-
ural mcrease or the significance of the unprece-
dented absolute mcrease 1n population

In this country the immigration problem nat-
urally claimed much attention, from both economic
and political points of view, but hardly at all as a
matter having even remote relation to any Mal-
thusian fear of redundancy in numbers Orgamzed
labor favored restriction because of the belief that
mmmigration made for low wages and unemploy-
ment, but any suggestion that immigration would
tend to produce over-population would have been
laughed at Discussion of neo-Malthusian 1deas
was taboo, the phrase “Birth Contrel” had not
been invented Only here and there a sociologist
and a few economists, whose opimons had neghgible
influence on the flow of public sentiment, gave
thought to the probability of impending over-pop-
ulation and clung steadfastly, though passively,
to the Malthusian doctrine

INCBEASE MEANT PROGRESHS

Before the war, 1n the opeming years of the pres-
ent century, the westward movement of population
m this country was still in progress, though at
greatly dimimshed tempo The people had gradu-
ally come to reahze that the old frontier and free
land were things of the past Still, there was the
boom 1n the Prairie Provinces of Canada, and our
own western ranches were being rapidly and some-
what prematurely cut into farms Also, thanks to
the mfluence of 1nterests which need not be analyzed,
the program of irrigation and the Federal Re-
clamation Service was developed, with hittle thought
and less investigation of the needs of the country or
the economic feasibihty of many of the reclamation
projects The voice of the booster was still blatant
in the land No discordant notes were sounded
Urbanization was proceeding apace, and the popu-
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lar ranking of towns and cities was according to
s1ze and rapidity of growth, with scant regard for
character or culture Always afficted with 1t to a
distressing degree, the American people exhited
an exaggerated case of chromic megalomania Some
one has yet to write this chapter 1 folk psycho-
pathology In the mind of the American business
man, especially the real estate agents — they had
not yet become “‘realtors” — population ncrease
was synonymous with progress Unfortunately
this confusion 1s still by no means uncommon

INTEREST STIMULATED BY WAR

To the European peoples the war revealed in
high hght the basically wital sigmficance of raw
matenials and agricultural resources There was
nothing 1n the war, however, to bring directly to
Americans at large such a realization Neverthe-
less, by a sort of vicarious process our attention
was gradually drawn to the problem of world-
resources, especially foodstuffs, in relation to pop-
ulation and survival Practical interest 1n the pop-
ulation problem was stimulated by the stramn to
which our productive resources were put to supply
the allies with raw materals and to get footstuffs
to France and England Academic interest imn
population was revivified in part through the cur-
rent belief, fostered by quotations from Bernhard
and other German mmperialsts, that at least one
of the German war motives was desire to secure ad-
ditional territory for the rapidly expanding Ger-
man population The unprecedented losses of hfe
as the war wore on and famine stretched its lethal
touch across the Continent provided a tragic back-
ground for this interest How would these losses
be repaired? What would be therr effect on famly
relations and sex mores? Would the average lot of
the surviving peoples ultimately be better or worse
than that of pre-war populations? Above all —
and this was the focus of American questioning —
would post-war poverty produce a surge of Euro-
pean emigration, headed like a tidal wave for our
shores, and destined, unless we raised adequate
barriers in time, to swamp us 1 a flood of unneeded
and unwanted numbers? As things turned out, we
did raise the barriers, 1n the mick of time, and there-
by shoved the migration problem out onto the stage
of mternational politics, where 1t now promses to
play no inconsiderable réle

In seeking the significant causes for post-war re-
crudescence of nterest in the population problem
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we must not overlook the American Birth Control
movement, embodied 1n the vigorous and courage-
ous propaganda of the American Birth Control
League and the Voluntary Parenthood League, and
popularly personified in Margaret Sanger It was
in the nature of sheer comcidence that this move-
ment should come so prominently and insistently on
the stage m war time, though 1t 1s quite likely that
the quickening of moral questioning which came
out of war stimulation opened the way for a more
ready hearing for the propaganda than 1t other-
wise could have secured The stupid attempts of
city officials and Catholic prelates to prevent meet-
ings for the discussion of Birth Control had the
usual effect of advertising the propaganda and
quickeming 1nterest among people who otheiw.sc
would have been apathetically indifferent W fule
danger of over-population 1s only one of the a: g
ments advanced by the advocates of Birth Contiol,
the 1dea of population pressure was nevertheless
given public presentation in places and on occasions
where formerly 1t would not have been mentroned,
or if mentioned, would have been regarded merely
as a curious academic vagary

Enrroriar Nore These paragraphs are fol-

lowed by a consderatron of the redsscovery of the
geometrical ratio, a survey of land resources, mun-
eral reserves, fuel and power, a dsscussion of the
dustribution of population, migration and settle-
ment, and the “laws” of populatron wnerease. Dr
Wolfe contwnues

It 1s sefe to say that the theory of population,
which as yet, as Hugh Dalton observes, 1s “stall full
of gaps and ambiguties and still looks 1ntel-
lectually untidy,” will henceforth center around
the theory of the optimum The concept of an op-
timum, or ideal, size of population concerns both
theory and policy Theoretically, there 1s for any
giwven state of the arts and any given supply of
available natural resources, together with a given
supply of capital instruments and a given social
orgamzation, a certamn size of population which
can operate these resources to the best advantage
and produce the largest per capita income of con-
sumers’ goods possible under the given conditions
Either a smaller or a larger population would work
the resources to less advantage and reap a smaller
per capita income, although a larger population
would ordinarily producea largeraggregatereturn
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Briefly, then, an optumum population pohcy
would aim to attain and mamtan such a balance
between population and resources that the per
capita real income of consumers’ goods would al-
ways be at the highest possible level The desidera-
tum 1 an economic optimum policy 1s the standard
of living, not populousness In the true economie
optimum, the desired balance between population
and resources would be secured through the lowest
possible birth-rate and death-rate, since 1z think-
ing about a standard of iving or welfare we have
to think not only of real ;mmcome but of real costs,
and an unnecessarily high birth-rate or death-rate
represents & cost for which there 1s no return

OPTIMUM BASED ON LIVING STANDARDS

There may be reasons for departing from a pol-
1cy of the optimum thus defined, especially 1f the
standard of hiving be thought of m purely physical
terms As the present writer has noted elsewhere,
any one of a number of aims could theoretically be
chosen for an optimum policy, but “the optimum,”
1n the minds of most of those who have written on
the concept, has reference distinctly to the stand-
ard of iving Since the World-Population Confer-
ence, 1t 18 true, certain writers have attempted, on
no very adequate grounds, to substitute other
criteria It must be freely admtted that a stand-
ard of hving 1s difficult to define A part of the as
yet unwritten theory of the optimum will mvolve
an analysis of the elements, both positive and nega-
tive (costs and returns) which enter into the stand-
ard of hving

MILITARY MOTIVES SHOULD BE ABANDONED

The optimum pohcy as before defined would
stand 1n sharp contrast to the traditional policies
which, when they have had any rational basis at all,
have been founded on mhitary and mercantilist mo-
tives — nationahstic nterests demanding a plenti-
ful supply of soldiers and commercial demanding
cheap labor If students of the population problem
could be brought to think in terms of the optimum,
defined 1 some such way as that preceding, there
would be tremendous clearing of the atmosphere
and we might be spared further barren controversy
over the mghtness or error of the Malthusian
theory and further lamentation over the dechimng
birth-rate
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THE AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL MOVEMENT

However rapidly the 1dea of conception control
was spreading, via backyard fences, before the war,
the orgamzed neo-Malthusian movement seems to
have been 1n a moribund state, save i1n Holland and
England It was galvamzed into vigorous propa-
gandistic life 1n the Umted States by Margaret
Sanger We need not undertake a history of this
new American contraceptive movement It was
strong enough to start a monthly magazine, the
BT ConTrRoL REVIEW, m 1917 Two groups of
Birth Control advocates developed early 1n the new
movement The larger and more mfluential, headed
by Mrs Sanger and orgamzed as the American
Birth Control League 1n 1922, advocates that the
laws be amended to allow the medical profession to
give contraceptive information The other group,
headed by Mary Ware Dennett, and known as the
Voluatary Parenthood League, advocates the re-
moval of all legal restrictions on the dissemination
of contraceptive information The Voluntary Par-
enthood League has concentrated its efforts on
Congress with a view to repeal of the statute, got
through Congress by the fanatical reformer An-
thony Coemstock 1n 1878, which classifies contra-
ceptive information with ohscene hterature and for-
bids 1ts transmssion through the mails Mrs Den-
nett has also compiled an excellent collection of all
the American laws, federal and state, bearing on
Birth Control The Birth Control League has de-
voted 1ts attention to public education on the idea
of Birth Control and to the estabhishment of Birth
Control clinics where possible It has also been re-
sponsible for several national Birth Control con-
ferences, the first American being held in 1921, and
has taken promnent part in international confer-
ences Mrs Sanger was instrumental in the calhng
of the First World-Population Conference

BIRTH CONTROL LIFTS SEX TABOO

The Birth Control movement has been one among
many agencies which have helped to get nd of the
conspiracy of silence on sex matters and to intro-
duce a certain amount of rationahsm in a depart-
ment of hfe hitherto ruled largely — where ruled
at all — by sentimentality, ignorance, superstition,
prejudice and authoritariamsm Not the least
of the public services of the Birth Control advo-
cates is the fight they have made for freedom of
speech and assembly
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The Booth at the National Conference

By ELISABETH GREW BACON

HAT no Conference on Social Work 1s worth
while unless Birth Control has a place therein

15 NOW an ax1om

That a Birth Control Booth 1s a necessary part
of the general propaganda 1s proved by the crowd
of visitors which pressed upon the hmited space
allotted-—and overfloned into the adjacent booths
— from the moment the sign “Birth Control
League” was affixed until after even the partitions
making the booth were removed Keenly interested,
earnestly inquiring and most sympathetic visitors
thronged around us The Visitors’ Book 1s the
most important feature of the work, 1n my opimon
So many illustrious names, so many professions,
countries and states were represented! All who
signed did so with genuine pleasure and as a proof
of willing co-operation

Thousands of pieces of hterature were dis-
tributed — 500 copies of the REview found eager
hands $124 30 was paid for books and pamphlets
It was interesting to note that the “best sellers”
were books on marriage — Floyd Dell’s fascinating
pamphlet was quickly sold out — we could have
sold hundreds more! Mrs Sanger’s “Happiness in
Marnage” and “What Every Boy and Girl Should
Know” went well Dr Knopf’s “Various Aspects
of Birth Control” was in great demand It 1s ob-
vious that social workers desire and require highly
specialized and absolutely correct data on Birth
Control Dr Knopf’s pamphlet supphes this need
perfectly Sellers and customers, we were all grate-
ful to him for giving us such a comprehensive study
at so small cost

Special mention must be made of the devoted,
untiring efforts of those who assisted Mrs Anna
Lampkin of Oakland, Mrs John E Cushing of
San Francisco, Dr Louise Everitt Tabor of San
Francisco, Mrs Kower of East Oakiand, and Mr
Raymond Arnold of San Francisco Mrs F Rob-
ertson Jones, Mrs Lewis Delafield and Miss Henr:-
ette Hart visited the Booth frequently, and many
of our local and visit.ng members made the Booth
their rendezvous and were often pressed into serv-
ice as the business outstripped the efforts of the
three or four officially on duty

The location of the Booth was not the best by
any means, yet such was our drawing power that
the obscure corner became the most noticeable and
most amimated spot “You always have a crowd”
was the general remark of other booth workers—
“Just look at you people — you’ve captured the
conference ™ “One has only to follow the crowd to
come to Birth Control” and so on

Monday, July 1st was “Birth Control Day” —
all our meetings taking place then After that the
deluge! The leading mormng paper, which, of
course, comes out the mght before, ran great start-
ling two 1nch headliners all across the front page

“San Francisco Burth Control Climcs Bared”

The reporter who secured this tremendous prize
was elated by his success i gamming the most
coveted space in his paper for his clever write-up
The other reporters were quite pathetically sad
that they had not seen the possibihities coyly hiding
1n the speech made by the eminent woman physician,
Dr Adelaide Brown of San Francisco Dr Brown
gave her report on the work of the Maternal Health
Chnics, of which she 1s Medical Director Owingtothe
ambiguities of the State law, the Maternal Health
Chinie, as well as other chinics m Califerma, do not
publish their addresses, neither do they seek pub-
heity On the contrary, they endeavor to avoid 1t
The astute reporter was himself surprised that
Birth Control climcs existed 1n San Franeisco and
he knew that if the argus-eyed press was unaware,
the general public would be more so Hence the
headlines and the subsequent furore

The Booth was inundated with reporters both
men and women, photographers with complicated
cameras and flashhghts The Booth was arranged
and rearranged — we were implored “to look nat-
ural and seem to be seling the REviEw” — others
were asked “to look unconscious and be asking a
question — or reading a book

Unfortunately (for the Press) the spectacular
raid they had anticipated never took place and the
interviews, photographs and personal histories
were relegated to the Morgue — and the headlines
next day were all about the big fire!

Reverberations of our headhnes continued,
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nevertheless, and we were the envy of the Confer-
ence — no group or booth having ever before cap-
tured the front page

Through the influence of our immediate neighbor
we were able to furnish the Booth most attractively
and comfortably with chairs, table, rug, etc loaned
free of charge by the Sterhng Furmsshing Co of
San Francisco Through this additional accom-
modation we were able to entertain several small
groups of inquirers at the same time

The outstanding question we were asked was
“How can we start a Chmec m our district?”, and
mvariably the question was asked by a deputation
of two or more social workers Very thorough con-
versations ensued and if the suggestions offered are
followed, many chnics will be opeming before long,
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many groups for investigation and education will
be formed To help this work, it would be most
valuable to have a concise paraphlet setting forth
the State and the Federal laws on Birth Control
and Sterilization, a pamphlet which could be sold
at a nommal figure

The Birth Control movement 1s expanding by
natural development into the wider field of human
relations and the adjustment of men, women and
children in their most sacred and intimate hfe Qur
work as a League will never be completed until we
have won the whole world to our first aim — “Chil-
dren of Choice, not of Chance”, and until we have
emancipated every human being from the tangles
and taboos that enslave love, marriage and parent-

hood

Religion and Birth Control

By HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK

EVIDENTLY it 1s hagh time for those whose
domnant 1nterests lie i the realm of ethics
and religion to be outspoken about the vexatious
and highly controversial subject of Birth Control
Who nspired the recent raid upon the Birth Con-
trol Climic 1n New York has not been publicly dis-
closed Tt s sigmficant, however, that powerful re-
hgious interests are commonly suspected of the in-
stigation, and that in general all but a few rehgious
leaders are antagomstic, apathetic, or timorous
about the matter History repeatsitself In 1755,
after an earthquake, a sermon was preached in Bos-
ton against hghtningreds “In Boston,” the preach-
er said, “more of the iron points are erected than
anywhere else 1n New England, and Boston seems
more dreadfully shaken Oh, theres no getting out
of the mighty hand of God "

To be sure, Birth Control cannot be prejudged
by an analogy with hghtning rods, but the simlar-
ity of attitude on the part of the rehigrously reac-
tionary 15 too marked to be explained by accident
Religion has so commonly resisted extenston of the
scientific control of hfe that 1t has become a habit

Birth Control arouses to poignant imntensity this
deep-seated attitude Contraceptive information,
mncomplete and uncertain as 1t may be, gives us new
mastery over one of the most intimate and vital pro-
cesses of our lives We can have children or not
have them, we can space children as we will, 1f our

morals allow or are impotent to prevent, we can
contract haisons without some of the old nsk of
child-bearing, and in general we are handed an 1n-
strument of power capable of affecting deeply per-
sonal conduct, ethical standards, family lhfe, and
problems of population

No wonder folks are disturbed! Undoubtedly
something has been let loose which will have a far-
reaching and penetrating mnfluence

REPRESSION FOLLOWS FEAR

The first reaction on the part of the fearful 1s
naturally repressive The 1dea, however, that con-
traceptive information, being here, will not spread,
percolate into one stratum of our population after
another, be used i1gnorantly or wisely but be m-
evitably used, 1s of course unthinkable The famihar
putting of the question, therefore, “Do you beleve
in Birth Control?” reflects a serzous misapprehen-
sion of the 1ssue Birth Control in this regard 1s
much like automobiles They are not primanly to
be believed 1n or disbelieved in  They are here,
they are being used, they will be used The only
real question 1s, “How will they be used?”

At present, with the optumnustic cheerfulness that
characterizes prosperous America in dealing with
so many of her problems, most folk whom I ob-
serve are employing the ostrich policy with refer-



224

ence to Birth Control They know 1t 1s here They
know that some people who ought to have rehable
contraceptive information are not getting 1t, and
that many who have no proper business with it
are getting 1t, and yet they resist with active an-
tagomsm or laggard apathy any endeavor to pass
decent laws They sometimes speak as though it
were positively shocking to have physicians legally
trusted to tell their patients the truth

A POSITIVE ATTITUDE NEEDED

As an excuse for this obscurantist attitude one
fact can be pleaded contraceptive information 1s
dangerous Of courseits All power 1s dangerous
because 1t can be misused, and misused power causes
endless misery 'To suppose, however, that because
power 15 dangerous, mankind, having once gotten
1ts hands on power, will surrender 1t for fear of its
peril, 1s a vam expectation From education to
airplanes all sorts of things are dangerous that no
one 1s proposing to suppress

Instead of further suppressive measures a posi-
tive attitude 15 urgent, if we are to arrive at any
hopeful outcome For one thing, the constructive
social service to be rendered by the right use of
Birth Control 1s immense 1n extent and in import-
ance This should be made a matter of wide-spread
public education The population problem 15 the
basic problem of the world, and if 1t 15 not well
handled no other social problem can at all be solved
No permanent help ean be given to China, for ex-
ample, until the pressure of her surplus popula-
tion on the means of subsistence 1s relieved And to
say that this can be done indefimtely by improving
methods of agriculture without lessening the rate
of population mcrease 1s to fly i the face of known
facts

Sooner or later even the Umted States will pass
1ts optimum mark 1n population, after which all in-
crease 1n numbers will mean decrease 1n standards
of hving We cannot go on conquering famine and
scourge, encouragng preventive and curative med-
1cine, quelling war, improving conditions of human
survival—in a word, lowering the death-rate and
increasing the birth-rate—without some compen-
sating influence Birth Control 1s a godsend 1ndis-
pensable to the world’s future What 1s needed 1s
not suppression of the information, but wise -
struction as to its meamng for the race

As to immediate measures of philanthropy, a
well-instructed person who knows the problem
presented under preseant economic conditions by the
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old and much-lauded household of a dozen children,
must welcome the relief offered through contracep-
tive information A huge famly of children under
present conditions 1s not virtuous but anti-social
To have as many children as can be well brought
up, to space them with due regard to the mother’s
health, to have them come when they are wanted
and because they are wanted—to encourage, mn a
word, a sane, scientific control over this most im-
portant part of human hfe—is the 1deal.

As for problems of irdividual ethics which this
new information involves, we must face them and
not dodge them Suppression will do no good, for
1t 1s suppressing nothing but knowledge, hght, and
candid thought After all, chastity has been
guarded more by modesty and common sense than
by fear The 1dea that the mere removal of the
dread of conception 1s going to let loose a flood
of miquity 1s, I suspect, a misapprehension of the
facts Children of this new generation who have
been trained in a code of honor involving the exist-
ence and the right use of Birth Control will be less
likely even than their mid-Victorian parents to
treat the matter lightly or to be beguiled by fools

THE NEW ENOWLEDGE I8 POWER

That the new knowledge 1s power, and that this
power can be rightly or wrongly used, must become
a recogmzed element in the ethical trainmg of our
children There 1s no escape from this problem, or
from this situation. The pathos of the situation
15 that while we allow the most salacious plays and
magazines to crrculate undisturbed, we shut out
serious sex instruction from many of our schools
and punish Mrs Dennett for a frank statement of
facts Even i our families we commonly treat sex
as though 1t were a tabooed subject instead of a
holy and beautiful creative power It 1s this silly
and dishonest obscurantism which more than any
other single factor 1s bedevihing the situation

Meanwhile, the conservatively shocked and
troubled souls, who find rehef 1n attacking Birth
Control and applauding assault of the police upon
it, may as well make up their minds that contra-
ceptive information 18 here, that 1t 18 being used,
and will increasingly be used, that its misuse can
wreck our morals, devastate our homes, and despoil
our nations, that a right employment of 1t can be
of profound personal, marital, and racial benefit,
and that so serious a problem as this cannot be
solved by suppression
—The Qutlook and Independent, June 19, 1929
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Dr. Clendening Proves His Case

The amazing sophistry of Dr Clendening’s article “Do Doctors Oppose Birth Control”, (Plan
Talk, July) and of his reply to 2 letter from Mrs Robert S Huse, asking hum 1n justice to himself to
correct flagrant misstatements, 1s heartening evidence of the weakness of the opposition to the Birth

Control movement

Dr Clendening says,
n Plasn Talk, July

The hterature of Birth Con-
trol teems with more or less
clearly expressed statements of
the following articles of behef
the members of the medical pro-
fession have exact knowledge of
an unfailingly effective method
of contraception They are
taught this method in medical
school

Mrs Huse writes to
Dr Clendemng, July 17

Wiall you kindly let us know
where such “clearly expressed
statements” have been made
any hterature put out by this
orgamzation? We constantly
stress the fact that doctors have
not studied contraception —
that an enormous amount of re-
search needs io be done 1mn the
field, that we beheve that con-
traception 15 & medical problem
which deserves just as much
study as any other field of medi-
cine and which has had, up to
this time, practically none

Dr Clendening
replies on July 26

In (your) program you state
that the League 15 m favor of
“making motherhood voluntary
rather than accidental and indis-
criminate” In the third article
of your belief you say that
recommendation should be made
by the family physician for such
contraceptive methods as will

attain this end Now, if the
family physician does not know
anunfailingly effective method of
contraception, motherhood will
still be accidental and indiscrim-
mate mstead of voluntary In
other words, the method must be
unfaibngly effective If the fam-
ily physician knows such a meth-
od, then my statement that the
medzcal profession knows this 15
true If they do know it, I take
15 as a fair assumption that they
learned it m medical school
rather than at & symphony con-
cert or a chance visit to the
Midmght Folles

Dr Clendemng says,
m Plawn Talk, July

No one dehberately at-
tempts to be callous to the sights
and sounds of human misery
There 15 a genumne threnody of
woe arising from the pages of
Mrs Sanger’s book (Mother-
hood sn Bondage) But the
causes of this woe are too com-
plex to be solved by a game of
tiddle-de-winks such as the
Birth Control Societies propose

Mrs Huse writes to
Dr Clendening, July 17

In your attempt to make your
article amusing and readable,
you have overlooked the very
serious misery caused by lack of
knowledge of effective methods
of contraception, both mn the
medical profession and among
married people Your contacts
with the type of people needing
mformation may have left you

cold, but thousands of doctors
do not feel as you do

Dr Clendening
replies on July 26

Concerning the amount of
misery there 1s 1n the world, I
am afraid I know quite as much
about that as youdo I am also
afraxd that I do not think you or
the rest of the American Birth
Control League are wise enough
to be able to control it by any
of the methods you have yet pro-
posed.

Dr Clendenmng says,
m Plaw T'alk, July

There 18 no method of con-
traception which 1s not known
to every adult male not actually
the vaictim of microcephalic 1di-
ocy at the moment of his puber-
ty The reason professors n
medical colleges do not lecture
on the subject 15 the same as the
reason they do not teach the
alphabet — everybody already
knows 1t

Mrs Huse writes to
Dr Clendenmng, July 17

This statement 1s astounding
m view of the fact that the vast
ma jority of doctors to whom Dr
Cooper has lectured during the
past four years know nothing
whatever of the use of the .
and that 98 per cent of the cases
which come to us, advised by
their doctors, have been told, by
them, to use either a or
a

No answer.
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Book Reviews

POSTERITY, in the Light of Science, Philan-
thropy, and Population, by Frank W Whate,
LRCP &SE Watts & Company London
2/6

WHAT IS EUGENICS? By Major Leonard
Darwin Watts & Company London 1s

THE case of eugenics needs no pleading to any-
one at all familiar with the stubborn facts of
the hereditary transmission of many physical and
mental defects It 1s obvious that humamty would
be enormously benefited by any procedure which
would dmimish the number and proportion of de-
fective individuals born Although the need for
such a procedure 1s obvious, 1t 15 one which we are
prone to mmimize or forget

In “Posterity” the overwhelming magnitude of
this need 1s convincingly demonstrated A chapter
of statistics, setting forth the appalling prevalence
of serious degrees of physical and mental unfitness,
is a challenge to immediate eugemec action to meet
a present need which will not be met any other way
The chapter on over-population presents good
reasons why we should consider the future as well
as the present and take seriously the menace of
over-population The avoidance of this evil 1n the
future 1s another of the great tasks of eugenics
The author strongly advocates the dissemination
of sound contraceptive information among the very
poor and the establishing of Barth Centrol climcs
He states however that “great care should be ex-
ercised to ensure that only the right people make
use of these places”

The 1dea that the fit should be forced to breed
agamnst their will by keeping them 1gnorant of con-
traception 1s very repugnant to the reviewer It 1s
easy for the eugemicist 1n his concern for the wel-
fare of posterity to forget the welfare of the pres-
ent generation There can be no objection to en-
couraging our fittest citizens to reproduce, but to
compel them to do so 1s to enslave one generation
for the benefit of another, which 1s certamly the
same as enslaving one class for the benefit of an-
other The book with this one exception seems
sound, interesting and important

“What 1s Eugenics?” 1s shorter and simpler than
“Posterity” The arguments are clear and very
persuasive It stresses particularly the need for

dummshing the birth-rate among the insane, the
feebleminded, the habitually criminal, and those
suffering from physical diseases which are either
directly inherited or which occur primanly i
people bearing an hereditary predisposition The
author employs statisties only to show conclusively
that the relatively less fit members of society are
reproducing themselves more rapidly than the more
fit He outhlnes the various methods of reducing
the propagation of the unfit, but states that unless
every fit married couple has an average of three or
four children the absolute number of fit people will
decrease, however much we may curb the reproduc-
tion of the unfit

In spite of thns the author 1s humane enough to
feel that all married women should have access to
sound contraceptive information On the other
hand he writes “The path of duty 1s the road to
racial progress Our civilization cannot be main-
tamned if the better stocks have small famuiltes To
make the production of famihes of adequate size
widely felt to be a paramount duty of parents of
good stock 1s the call of eugenics The 1dea must be
mncorporated m our moral code and advocated with
religious zeal ”

Evenif we agree with these :deas I doubt 1f many
feel that our interest in postenty 1s sufficiently dy-
nami¢ to counterbalance the strong forces which
are at present tending to himit the size of families
among the relatively fit The author takes it for
granted that the most fit among us should make
great sacrifices 1 the interest of posterity
Whether they should or not 1s ultimately a matter
of individual feeling and should not be made a
moral question

Eric L Arrning, MD

WHY WE MISBEHAVE, by Samuel D Schmal-
hausen, Ph D The Macaulay Co New York

$3 00

R SCHMALHAUSEN, m his challenging

volume, “Why We Misbehave”, has given us
the best analysis extant of the prevailing trends
of psychology, and with 1t a brilhant, constructive
synthesis and summary of their social sigmficance
The author takes up the vital contributions of
Freud, Adler and Jung, as well as of Watson, the
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behaviorist, and the more academic psychologists,
past and present, pointing out the relative ments
and shortcomings of each In brief, he considers
the tendency to over-generahize, and the propensity
to draw conclusions from formulated principles
and abstractions, rather than to study each case
on 1ts own individual merits, a common weakness of
even the more dynamically disposed of the new
psychologies By the same token, he acknowledges
the work of Dr Alfred Adler in the development
of his “Individual Psychology”, to be the most 1m-
portant and outstanding contribution of our times
to dynamc behaviorism The tendency of psy-
chology to put on 1ts chmeal clothes and become,
indeed, the handmaiden of psychiatry, 1s heralded
as the supreme fact of modern integrative thera-
peutics and the Mental Hygiene movement—which,
m 1ts broadest sense, 1s the most refreshing and
most promising expression of the New Psychology

Schmalhausen 1s one of the authentic pathfinders
mn the bewildering quagmire of sex On the ques-
tion of Birth Control, he takes a most progressive
and determned stand, considering the control of
fecundity the basic instrumentality of a sane and
healthy sex hfe “Everything sigmficant and per-
turbing 1n the contemperary world 1s traceable to
the accessibility of the knowledge of Birth Con-

”
trol Wiriam J Fievoine

GETTING AND SPENDING AT THE PRO-
FESSIONAL STANDARD OF LIVING, by
Jessica B Peixotto The Macmillan Co New
York $225

THE Eugenists who raise continuous laments
over the small fambes of “our best people”
should carefully study this httle book After read-
ing 1t, they might feel moved to turn their attention
to the task of increasing the recompense which the
nation deems suitable for brain power when devoted
to the teaching and education of the young Birth
Control 1s inevitable so long as children cost so
much and would-be parents recerve so httle We
hope the book will have a wide reading

Some passages should sink into the consciousness
of those who would urge the middle class intellect-
uals to have large famihies Dr Peixotto shows that
to support such families as they do have, many
umversity men have to work at two jobs

She wrnites
“As a rule salares of these umversity profes-
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sors (Umversity of Cahforma) did not pay their
Irving expenses To live even at the advisedly
modest type of the professional standard which
a umversity arcle represents, supplementary
imcome was needed The data makes this very
plain  As will presently be seen, the spending
program was uniformly worked out according to
a spending plan 1n good repute among those
teaching “how to spend wisely” None the less,
m three-fourths of the cases, the average salary
did not pay for those things regarded as needs,
75% of the faculty considered supplementary
earnings necessary In some way amounts rep-
resenting, as 2 median or mean, from one-fourth
to a httle more than one-third of the total in-
come are obtained from a source other than
salary

If this University of Califorma group 1s typi-
cal—and a careful review of the facts in other
universities gives good ground for belheving 1t 18
typical—faculty members form a class giving
services for which they receive a subsidy rather
than a full-time salary »

Axxz G Poreirr

GROWING INTO LIFE The Magna Charta of
Youth, by David Seabury Boms & Lwversght
New York $500

THE MEANING OF LIFE As Shown in the Pro-
cess of Evolution, by C E M Joad Watts &
Company Lordon 1s

HE author of “Growing into Lafe” 1s called by
his publishers “the highest paid consulting
psychologist in America”, who has spent his hife “in
restoring mental health to thousands” Certainly
his book reveals a long and varied experience 1n
dealing with psychopathological problems, espe-
cially among young people Such case-histories as
he cites 1n great number, together with the modes
of treatment described, have given him a sound con-
structive basis on which to erect his conclusions
about the relations of parents to their chuldren
He begins by analyzing the present revolt among
young people, recogmizing 1t as a faut accompl,
and — at the same time — as a healthy phenomenon
that 1s forcing the parents themselves into a new
and better attitude, an 1inevitable transitional
phase 1o the working-out of happier relationships
between successive generations The second section
1s a series of chapters deahng with human motives
from the standpoint of a psychologst of the older
school — that 1s, he shares only guardedly in the
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theories of Freud on the one hand and of the Be-
haviorists on the other Here he treats of mental
mmagery, unpulse, “the bogy of sex”, habit forma-
tion, the behavior pattern, etc, with special refer-
ence to the young His third section 15 devoted to
abnormal thinking and the various neuroses, with
an excellent chapter on the ways in which we create
neurotic children. “Preventive Psychology” (Part
Four) presentsanapproach to mental therapeutics,
suggests first steps in reconditioning, and leads
into what he calls the Magna Charta of Youth —
the essential principles that should govern our
handling of our children

Useful though this book may prove to parents,
two things must be said of 1t The 1deas 1t develops
are none of them very new to those who have already
famiharized themselves with the findings of modern
psychology They were, many of them, revolution-
ary a few years ago, underhmng them now 1s
rather supererogatory But the chief drawback 15
that the book 1s four or five times as long as 1t
should be to get itself read by busy people Of 1ts
large pages, set closely, there are more than 700—
no parent 1s gomg to read 290,000 words to find
out how to treat his children At one-fifth 1ts pres-
ent length 1t would have had five times the practical
effect

By contrast, “The Meaning of Life” by the
Enghsh scientific writer, C E M Joad, 18 to be
recommended as a brief and meaty exposition of
the philosophical conclusions to be drawn from the
workings of the theory of evolution Highly meta-
physical 1n its approach, 1t 1s not easy to follow
But 1ts chief value for parents hes 1n what Joad has
to say about the inheritance of acquired character-
1stics—that active battleground of the evolution-
1sts  “If the gams of one generation cannot be
handed on to the next, the notion of plan or pur-
pose 1 evolution and of a cumulative progressive
advance in reahzation of that purpose must be
given up Lafe on this basis resolves itself into
a mere succession of generations  not an ordered
advance ” Joad resolves this difficulty by con-
cluding that as yet we do not know enough about
the apparatus of whentance to be dogmatically
certam that the acquired charactenstic may not,
1n the long run, reappear permanently as the event-
ual result of imnheritance His argument 1s 1ngen-
1ous, and his position seems sound enough for us
to share at least provisionally and temporarly

Erzasere C MoorEe

BizrTa ConTROL REVIEW

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF
SOCIETY, an OQuthne of Primary Factors and
Fundamental Institutions, by Frank Hamilton
Hankins The Macmallan Company, New Y ork
$4 00.

HE same qualities which made “The Racial

Basis of Civihzation” a pronounced success,
are again 1n evidence m this more general treatise
A wide knowledge of the field to be discussed, schol-
arly care in the presentation of complicated facts
and controversial theories, plus a wigorous im-
partiahty, have contributed to make this an excel-
lent book for the general reader as well as a desir-
able text

The author introduces the student to the study
of society by an exposition of the obstacles in the
way of scientific objectiity He continues with a
discussion of the origin and antiqmty of man, the
various human races, the sociological problems
connected therewith, and the factors affecting so-
ciety, such as the physiographic, the iological, the
psychological, and the cultural Chapters on cer-
tamn fundamental nstitutions, one on “Marrage
and the Famly” and one on the evolution of social
organization complete the book

On the whole, the book emphasizes the biological
factor 1 society, perhaps disproportionately,
though opimons will differ on this point The dis-
cussions of race, instinct, and natural selection as
operative 1n human society, and the matter of men-
tal levels and inheritance of abilities are all care-
fully developed In drawing a finer line in these
matters than have many writers, Hankins shows
Judgment and balance He may lean on the results
of the army tests, and similar findings, too heanly
for some students, but he does not lose sight of the
fact that the tests apply to certan qualities only
He thinks that “the culture and tradition of any
people 1s greatly affected by their mherent qual-
1t1es” and that these cultural charactenstics are
“largely, if not fundamentally, an expression of
their abilities and temperament ” In the latter
chapters on culture he ponts out, just as migor-
ously, the cultural basis of our characteristics and
admits “that enormous cultural changes can occur
without any change whatever in racial quahty ”
In this general connection the relation existing be-
tween heredity and environment 1s unusually well
presented

Some of Hankmms® social principles are of inter-
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est considered m connection with reform The re-
former 1s interested 1n the causes of social change

Hankms sees change mm cultural terms, and thinks
that conscious attention may come to facihtate so-
cietal change as 1t has the development of mechani-
cal inventions He warns of the dangers of reform
1n developing unforeseen results but harbors no
llusions as to this fact, recogmzing that our prob-
lems demand action and compel experimentation

If reforms arise on the borderlands of knowledge,
or at least in the fields where most men are unin-
formed, we may see why opposition 1s often intense-
ly emotional “It seems to be a fundamental psycho-
logical law that men have the deepest emotional re-
actions concernming the things which they believe
and the greatest emotional indifference concermng
the things which they know ”

Egaltanan 1deas i fermmist reform must work
themselves out through differences in function,
Hankins thinks He 1s skeptical of the ability of
women to match the mentality of men, relymng on
familiar data as to the different physiology of the
sexes and the historical scarcity of women gen-
ses “Were women to have not only a monopoly
of child-bearing and nursmng, but also complete
equahty with man 1n the higher powers of the bram,
poor man would cut a sorry figure 1n social hfe
As might have been expected, however, nature has
made their functions more or less complementary >

The most serious criticism of the book, perhaps,
will come from teachers who will not like the treat-
ment given to custom, social classes, and institu-
tions Thus 1n a transitional chapter on “Society
and Its Institutions”, the fundamental concepts
are treated in a rather dry and unnteresting fash-
1on The picture of mstitutions does not go beyond
the elementary and partial defimtion by Sumner,
and lacks Sumper’s vividness The average student
will have difficulty 1n seeing these items as real
parts of the social process This chapter should
have been an 1eportant part of the book, so that
the student might actually see society The pre-
ceding chapters on culture and psychological fac-
tors in society should have been tied up with this
chapter but this 1s not done Public opimion 1s hard-
ly mentioned 1n the whole bock and does not even
appear 1n the mdex

There 15 Lttle attempt at being sensational m
the book, as 1s well shown in the treatment of Birth
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Control The author deals with this matter mn a
sensible and natural manner, not forcing the sub-
Ject unduly nor playing to obscurantism by avoid-
ing 1t Thus, when discussing the immigration
problem, he thinks a sound policy must rest on the
prnciple of selection He recognizes the igh birth-
rate of recent immgrants as a danger when seen as
aconcomitant of theirquestionableintelhgence level
The matter of increase 1n numbers of our popula-
tion must be considered in the knowledge that 1its
quantity and quahty “overlap and intertwine

the quality of a population 1s, 1n the long run, de-
termined by the relative rates at which different
straimns i1t multiply  low birth rates at the top
and high ones at the bottom almost certamnly
leading to a deterioration of the population®
Again, the welfare of the laboring class 1s tied up
with their increase 1n numbers “Throughout hu-
man history a too rapid rate of multiphcation has
been a perenmal cause of poverty, even of famine
and pestilence In our own time, 1t leads to unem-
ployment, excessive competition of labor, and the
degradation of the lives of the working classes ”
Recent material progress has helped all classes, but
“such advantages would have been enormously
greater, had the workers not increased their num-
bers with such unrestrained recklessness There
can be httle doubt that the spread of Birth Con-
trol downward promises more for the improvement
of the conditions of labor than any other practical
plan now under discussion ” In fact, “it must be
said  that the spread of Birth Control 1s one of
the most promsing movements of modern times
It represents the apphcation of scientific knowl-
edge and rational control to one of the fundamental
conditions of human happiness and welfare”

There has been a noticeable tendency 1n books on
social theory to increase theirr comments upon
Birth Control as a social factor Too often thewr
remarks have been incomplete and furtive Here
at last 1s a book on general social theory which
treats Birth Control naturally, where and when 1t
would logically appear, without embarrassment or
undue fervor For opponents who think that those
who write favorably of Birth Control must per-
force be particularists, this will be an enhghtening
volume Proponents of the movement who read the
book will find it useful for integrating their knowl-
edge of Birth Control with a wider body of so-
ciological theory

Francis M VREELAMND
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News
INTERNATIONAL

HE World League for Sexual Reform, which

will hold 1ts third Congress at Wigmore Hall,
London, September 8th to 14th, 1929, makes the
following statement of 1ts aims

The Second International Congress for Sex-
ual Reform on a Scientific Basis (held on July
3rd, 1928, 1n Copenhagen) appealed to the legis-
latures, the press and the peoples of all coun-
tries, to help to create a new legal and social at-
titude (based on the knowledge which has been
acquired from scientific research 1n sexual bio-
logy, psychology and sociology) towards the
sexual hife of men and women

At present the happiness of an enormous num-
ber of men and women 1s sacrificed to false sex-
ual standards, to ignorance and to intolerance

It 1s therefore urgently necessary that the
many sexual problems (the position of Women,
Marnage, Divorce, Birth Control, Eugenics,
Fitness for Marriage, the Unmarried Mother,
and the Illegitimate Child, Prostitution, Sexual
Abnormahty, Sexual Offenses, Sexual Educa-
tron, etc ) should be re-examined from a common-
sense and unbiased standpoint and dealt with
scientifically

Over fifty papers are scheduled A few among
the many speakers are Dr Hany Benjamn, Dr
C V Drysdale, Prof Carr-Saunders, Dr Aletta
Jacobs, Laurence Housman, Dr Magnus Hirsch-
feld, Hon Mrs Dora Russell, Dr Hertha Riese,
Dr Hannah Stone, Bernard Shaw

UNITED STATES

HE Central Conference of American Rabbus, at

its fortieth annual convention, held in Detroit,
Michigan, from June 26th to July 1st, received a
report from 1ts Social Justice Commission, recom-
mending that the Conference “recogmze Birth Con-
tiol as a method of coping with social problems,
and that one or more papers on the subject be 1n-
cluded 1n next year’s program ” Rabb Edward L
Israel, member of the Commission, said 1n support
of the recommendation “We realize the many sen-
ous evils caused by uncontrolled parenthood among
those who lack the prerequisites of health, and a

BirrtHu

Notes

reasonable measure of economic resources and mn-
telhgence, to give to their children the heritage
to which they are entitled »

CoxTroL REVIEW

After a four hour debate, the Women’s National
Association, 1n convention at Portland, Oregon,
passed a resolution offered by Dr Etta Gray of
Los Angeles, favoring the estabbishment of Birth
Control chmes 1n connection with well organized
medical chncs

The “National Ongins” basis of setting 1mm-
gration quotas went into effect on July 1st
The differences in the numbers admitted from lead-
ing nations are shown n the following table

Oold New

Quotas Quotas
Armenia 124, 100
Austria 785 1,413
Belgium 512 1,304
Czechoslovakia 3,073 2,874
Denmark 2,789 1,181
France 3,954 3,086
Germany 51,227 25,957
Great Brnitain, N Ireland 34,007 65,721
Irish Free State 28,567 17,853
Italy 3,845 5,802
Netherlands 1,648 3,153
Norway 6,453 2,377
Poland 5,982 6,524,
Russia 2,248 2,784
Sweden 9,661 3,314
Switzerland 2,081 1,707

The National Medical Association, an organiza-
tion of Negro physicians, surgeons, dentists and
pharmacists, will meet 1n Newark from August
26th to 30th They announce a Public Health
meeting on August 27th, at the West Side High
Schoel Dr C V Roman will speak on Birth
Control

California

RS ¥ ROBERTSON JONES, President of

the American Birth Control League, called a
meeting of representatives of the Alemeda County
Birth Control League, the Los Angeles Chapter of
the American Birth Control League, and the North-
ern Califorma Birth Control Committee of One
Hundred, on June 2nd, to form a general State or-
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gamzation These representatives formed them-
selves into a Committee to recommend to all local
Birth Control groups of Califorma, the formation
of a Cahforma Birth Control League, to be affi-
hated with the American Birth Control League
Dr Ann Martin was appointed temporary Chair-
man Among those presert were Dr Ann Martin,
Mr Raymond Arnold, Mrs Anna Gerlach, Mrs
Elsie L. Fisher, from the Alemeda County Birth
Control League, Mrs Frances N Noel, of the Los
Angeles Chapter, Mrs Alice Park, Mrs Amta
Stanton, Mrs A E Matheson, Mrs Caroline Nel-
son Rave, of the Northern California Birth Control
Commuttee of 100, Mrs Lewis L Delafield,
first Vice President of the American Birth Control
League, and Mrs F Robertson Jones Mrs Henry
E Hill, honorary president of the Alemeda County
Birth Control League, although unable to be pres-
ent, sent word that she was much interested n the
formation of the state orgamzation, and hopes to
mterest club women

lowa

EORGE R KIRKPATRICK, a faithful fight-

er 1n the cause of Birth Control, gave a lec-
ture on “The Meaning of Birth Control” at the
Des Moines public ibrary on July 5th

Michigan

DR C C LITTLE, before retiring from the
presidency of the Umversity of Michigan, de-

hivered a Baccalaureate address to the 1929 grad-

uating class, attacking the opponents of Birth

Control, and reactionary influences “The Church

and medicine,” he said, “have been fellow conspira-

tors in withholding from woman information which
15 her :nherent right as a free human being”

New York

CCORDING to an mventory of the Welfare

Council of New York City, New York spends
more per capita for sickness and less for prevention
work than St Louis, Boston, Cleveland, Montreal
or Cincinnat: The cost of 1llness 18 estimated at be-
tween $120,000,000 and $150,000,000, or $25 per
capita Onthe other hand, the budget for all health
work 1s $8,500,000, or $1 42 per capita

On the basis of these findings a committee 15 now
at work drafting a program to be presented to the
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social and health agencies this autumn The aty
has 11,000 physicians, 12,000 nurses, 6,000 den-
tists and 200 hosptals, as well as mnumerable
druggsts, laboratories and quacks In comparison
with this multitude of resources for the cure of dis-
eases, the agencies for preventing disease and pro-
moting health are a mere handful

After five years of active work on the part of a
large group of agencies, including the Women’s
City Club of New York, the New York State League
of Women Voters, the State Charities Aid Associa-
tion, etc , the Legislature has passed a law raismg
the marmnage age for girls to 16, with the provision
that a hcense can be 1ssued to girls over 14 and
under 16 1f both the parents and the judge of
the Children’s Court give approval Of the eight
states having similar provisions (Massachusetts,
Ohio, Michigan, New Hampshire, Kansas, Arizona,
Oklahoma and New York) New York 1s the only
one which has made provision for submitting docu-
mentary proof of age for all under twenty-one

Oregon

HE Catholic Women’s Society, 1n national con-

vention at Salem on July 17th, passed a reso-
lution agamst Birth Control asserting that “the
dominant motive behind the movement 1s not the
economic consideration, but the desire to shirk the
responsibilities of large famihes and the desire of
many mothers to escape the sacrifices demanded of
them”

Pennsylvania

RS A C MARTIN, Executive Director of

the Pennsylvama Birth Control Federation,
has just returned from a trip through the central
and western parts of the state She reports that a
Birth Control League for Erie County was organ-
1zed 1n Ene on July 2nd, with Mrs E J Arm-
strong as President, Mrs Louse G Brecht, Vice-
President, Mrs W H Patterson, Secretary and
Mrs Milton Schaffner, Treasurer Arrangements
for a pubhc meeting m October are under way
Other publhic meetings are planned for Scranton
and Wilkes-Barre The Federation reports much
activity, despite the summer months, and 1s especi-
ally gratified that thirty-nime more doctors have
Jomed
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An attractive new leaflet just 1ssued by the Fed-
eration carries expressions of opmon from Dr
Kate W Baldwin, Br H C Bazett, Dr Jay F
Schamberg, and Dr Norms W Vaux, and the
following statement

For nearly sixty years, since the passage of the first Penn-
sylvama anti-Birth Control law 1n 1870, it has been illegal
to give contraceptive information No exception is made in
favor of physicians, even though the patient may be in such
poor health as to render motherhood posttively dangerous In
spite of the law, the prosperous, educated and intelligent
classes have access to contraceptive information and hmit
thexr families But the poor do not know how or where to ob-
tain such information and cannot avoid having many children,
even though unwanted Vast numbers of diseased and unfit
are born, enormous sums of money must be spent in charity
and taxes grow heavier

The law should be amended sc that Birth Control Clncs
may be established where doctors will freely and openly give
contraceptive mmformation to all married people who need it

Wil you not help us?

PORTO RICO

CCORDING to a dispatch from the Porto
Rico newspaper, Progress, a law has recently
passed the legislature giving suffrage to all women
who can read and write This same legislature also
abolished capital pumshment

CANADA

HE Annual Report of the Department of

Health of New Brunswick shows much success
i the work of “Infant Comnservation” Infant
mortahty has fallen from 134 9 per 1,000 births in
1920 to 96 per 1,000 n 1927

ENGLAND

CLEAR statement of the Birth Control situa-

tion 1n England was published by a Jomt Com-
mrttee on Birth Control Information, for use 1n the
General Election After the question “If elected,
will you support measures to permit the ;iving of
Birth Control information to mothers who ask for
1t, by the medical officers at Matermty and Child
Welfare Centersn receipt of Government grants?”
the pamphlet goes on to explam the present sit-
uation

The result of refusing to give information n a
scientific and decent way at the Matermity Cen-
ters to which mothers are accustomed to go for
advice on thetr own and thetr children’s health
1s to increase the number of poor mothers who—
from sheer 1gnorance—have recourse to the un-
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desirable practices advertised by quacks and
various commercial agencies which frequently do
not distinguish between contraception and abor-
tion It 1s important to reahze that this
18 not a question of Birth Control versus no Birth
Control The point at 1ssue 18 whether the infor-
mation available shall be scientific or whether 1t
shall continue to be commercialized

Further details of the report of the Mental De-
ficlency Committee bring out the following facts

For urban districts, the esttmate of mental de-
fectives 1s 6 71 per 1,000, whereas for rural dis-
tricts the estimate arrived at 15 10 49 per 1,000
“It 1s of some interest and importance,” says
the Report, “to know that the increase has been
caused not by deleterious industrial conditions
of the large towns, but by selective hereditary
features operating 1n 1solated rural areas, al-
though the environment of these areas 1s most
conductive to the birth and maintenance of a
healthy stock

The number of certifiable mentally defective
children who are not certified, and who are not
even recognzed as mentally defective, amounts
to about 90,000, 1 e , nearly six times as many as
those attending certified special schools

The Commttee’s recommendation of sterihza-
tion as a solution has precipitated violent discus-
sion 1n the English press

FRANCE

RENCH wital statistics for 1928, recently

1ssued, show that the population was 41,020,-

000 as compared with 40,920,000 1n 1927 Dunng

the year the number of “live” births, meaning -

fants who survive birth not less than three days,
was 745,315, as aganst 741,708 1n 1927

INDIA

HE first Self-Respect Volunteers’ Conference

was held at Pattakkottai, on May 25th and
26th Mr Guruswam, president of the Conference
and Sub-Editor of “Revolt” made the following
Plea

The slavery of women 1n the name of chastity
15 one that demands our mmmediate attention
The chastity that imposes 1gnorance or servility
upon a woman should go A rational interpre-
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tation of chastity should be partnership on equal
terms All the legal disabilities on women should
be removed and they must have equal opportun-
tties with their brethren

We know poverty 1s chronic among the masses
who form the bulk of the Non-brahmin popula-
tion and the only immediate rehef 1s Birth Con-
trol The need for Birth Control 1s an accepted
factor and what 1s wanted now 1s a vigorous
propaganda among the people regarding the dif-
ferent methods of Birth Control

IRELAND

HE Insh Censorship bill, based upon the find-
mgs of the “Commttee on Evil Literature”,
appointed mn 1926, provides for the setting up of a
Censorship Board “to advise the Mimister of Jus-
tice as to any books, newspapers or magazines cir-
culated which, 1n the opmion of the Board, are
demorahzing or corrupting”, and gives power to
the Mimster to prohibit these publications 1n the
Free State All books, or even advertisements, re-
lating to Birth Control, are, of course proscribed
The New Leader, (London) commenting on the
bill says

Undoubtedly there 1s a strong feeling that
Birth Control should not be discussed The
Mimster for Justice — who has distinguished
himself by his attacks on indinidual hberty —
has declared that he will not permit 1ts discus-
sion m journals circulating in Ireland Yet
Judges are lamenting the increase 1n infanticide,
the infantile death-rate in the Dublin tenements
18 reputed to be the highest in Europe, and, quite
recently, in a school attendance case, out of a
family of fifteen children three were found to be
without clothes and so unable to attend A pol-
1cy of suppression 1n regard to Birth Control 1s
not sufficient, 1t merely excites an interest and
taints this at 1ts source Ireland’s experiment n
censorship bears every indication of bemng an
unhappy one

There 1s a form of infanticide not generally
recogmzed and for this not the mother but society
1s responsible It 1s the lack of Birth Control
knowledge that causes infanticide—one sickly baby
15 foreibly weaned because another has been con-
cerved—the toddler dies from the enforced neglect
of the overburdened mother

CHARLES U FRANKENBURG
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CONTRIBUTORS

TO THIS 1I88UE

Dr Eric L AivLiNg 1s a graduate of Prince-
ton and Columbia Universities He 1s As-
sistant 1n Neurology at Columbia Univer-
sity, and Clinical Assistant 1n Neurology at
the Vanderhlt Chime
psychiatrist

He 1s a practicing

EvrisageTH GREW Bacon was formerly Field
Secretary for the American Birth Control
League, and orgamzer in Pennsylvama
She 15 now living 1n Los Angeles, where she
18 active 1n Birth Control work

ErizapeTH C MoORE was one of the original
members of the American Birth Control
League She s book reviewer for the Phila-
delphia Ingusrer, and 1s a frequent contri-
butor to the hterary pages of other Phila-
delphia newspapers

Dr Francis M VeREELAND 15 an instructor mn
Sociology at the Umiversity of Michigan

Dz P W WarrinG 15 Associate Professor of
Zoology at the Umversity of Pittshurgh,
and was formerly at Maine Umversity, and
at the Bussey Institute (Harvard) He1s
carrymg on research work 1n genetics

Dz A B Wouvre 1s head of the Department
of Economics, at Ohio State University, 1s
the author of “Conservatism, Radicalism
and Scientific Method”, and numerous arti-
cles on economic theory He 15 giving
courses 1n economic theory m the 1929 sum-
mer session of Columbia Umversity
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Readers’ Page

We urge our readers to express thewr opinaons for publication on this page Comments, critic-
1ms, wdeas, suggestions, for the Review and for the Burth Conirol movement, are welcome

THE EUGENISTS’ FATAL MISTAKE

To tHE Epitor

I have rcad Professor Huntington’s article n
the July BireTH CoxnTrOL REVIEW and agree entire-
ly on one fundamental fact — namely, that prac-
tical success depends quite as much on temperament
as upon telhgence I have stressed this so much
i my book “The Twilight of the American Mind”
that nothing more need be said here about 1t I
differ from Huntington chiefly mn the analysis of
certain vocational statistics His article convinces
me afresh that eugemsts have thus far failed to
appreciate the gravity of the situation chiefly be-
cause their attention has never been duly called
to the existing ratios between specific opportun-
tties and specific abilities

Dr Huntington has shown that mimsters’ sons
succeed more frequently than the sons of any other
professional group We are all grateful to him
for this discovery But I cannot agree with hus
conclusion “It stands to reason then that if these
well-adjusted groups had more children and some
other groups less, the proportion of well-adjusted
competent people would increase

This does not stand to reason at all It would
follow only if Dr Huntington could prove that
there were available many more jobs suited to the
special abilities of the sons of mimsters The fig-
ures he cites to prove the increase of opportumties
for superior human types are, I regret to say, not
at all convincing Today there are 47,000 execu-
tive positions in the railroads, telegraph and tele-
phone compames, whereas one hundred years ago
there were none But what of 1t? How fast has
population increased 1n one hundred years? How
many executrve jobs in other lines have becn abol-
1shed as a result of railroads, telephones, and tele-
graphs? And finally how many superior people
were mal-adjusted a century ago as compared to
today?

I agree with Dr Huntington’s contention that
there are many more jobs now open to various kinds
of superior human beings than ever before The
only question I raise 1s What kinds of superior
types are in demand? I agree further that people

who rise considerably above the statistical average
of mentality and temperament are today hving mn
a Grade B Utopa, and this, of course, 1s all to the
good

But eugemsts will commit a fatal mistake 1if they
do not distingmish carefully between the adapta-
tions of the better-than-average people and the
adaptations of the highest types of intellect and
creative 1magination Professor Huntington’s
arguments are thoroughly sound insofar as he ap-
phes them to the better-than-average masses They
have no bearing whatsoever on the future of the
Best Minds

Warter B Prrrin
New York, July 1

CATTLE AND PEOPLE

To THE EpiTor

I am wniting about the condition in our com-
mumty They seem to be more particular about
the cattle than they are about the people of this
state 'They come and test our cattle every six
months to find out if they have tuberculosis or not
They claim that this will be the law scon But
people can marry that have tuberculosis, or insan-
1ty o1 any other diseases They can bring as many
children into the world &s they can have, and they
don’t do anything to prevent 1t

A Mother Lyving on a Farm
Leaf Rvoer, Il , June 26

A LONG FIGHT

To TrE EbpITOR

Those who are convinced of the social value of
Birth Control are compelled to wonder at times
at 1ts slow progress and the tenacity of the opposi-
tion The principul forces at work aganst the
spread of Birth Control seem to be the commercial,
the rehgious, and the mlitanstic

The commercial classes think that hmitation of
population means hmitation of profits Of course
this 15 true, and if we consider profits more impor-
tant than human welfare we shall have to agree
with them
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The rehgious opposition arises from the desire
for increasmg power and revenue by the churches
through the exploitation of their parishioners
Thas 1s perfectly natural, unless the clergy have at
heart the happiness of the parishioners rather than
their own selfish interests

It 1s not difficult to analyze the opposition of the
militarists and the mhitanstic dictators ike Mus-
solim, which arises from the desire for a larger
population from which to recruit “cannon fodder”
in war-time

We must face the fact that there will be bitter
and long-continued opposition to the spread of
Birth Control I am not one of the optimsts who
feel that the movement will soon sweep over all ob-
stacles to an easy victory Behlevers 1n the cause
will have to “dig m” and be prepared for a long and
gruelling fight

E Baenes
Hartford, Conn , July 6

TWO PURPOSES

To tae Eprror

The new trend of the Review shows improvement
1 some respects It is scholarly — perhaps alarm-
ingly so Propaganda should serve two purposes,
the conversion of those who are ignorant of the
movement, and information for those already in-
terested No number of the Review 1s complete
unless 1t contains some simple, direct, elementary
propaganda, of the sort which can be understood
by the “man — and woman — on the street” It
1s our task to educate the :gnorant American pub-
hc, not merely or even chiefly, the highly superior
classes

Mary Winsor

Haverford, Pa , July 11

Enrroriar Nore This interesting letter states the
dilemma continually facing the Bierst ConTroL REVIEW In
choosing 1ts matertal We hope to hear from more read-
ers on this point

WORD FROM MEXICO

To tHE Epitor

The only reason why I have not sent 1n my re-
newal before this, 1s that I failed to see the notice,
as the magazine lays on my desk for weeks with-
out bemng opened I am thoroughly convinced, and
from selfish motives I do not read the Magazine,
so as not to suffer mentally from the hopelessness
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revealed therein There 1s no one here whom I can
mterest 1n the matter The Mexicans only laugh,
and the few Americans who should be interested
are 50 busy making a Iiving that they pay no heed
They look at me and ask what good 1t does me I
have four children properly spaced, but people
cannot reahze that one may be interested for hu-
mamty’s sake

Y W BEeNNETT
San Blas, Mearo, July 8

PRAISE

To THE Eprror

I am enclosing a check for a two-year subscrip-
tion You people are doing a noble and sadly
needed work You are domng what William Lloyd
Garrison did 1n slavery times You are the har-
bingers of race progress, and, of course, receive
caustie criticism from many unworthy and unjust
sources

I’ll be glad to contribute and co-operate

B F Svusuer, MD
Kansas City, Mo, July 3

BIRTH CONTROL AS CRIME PREVENTION

The fact that the number of deaths 15 twice as
great among the children of large famihes than
1t 15 1n small families (four children or less) ind:-
cates that, besides weakening the vital fabric “(the
ductless glands)” of the mother, excessive repro-
duction debilitates that of the child and 1ts de-
fensive power agamnst disease Hence the predilec-
tion of children of large famlies to disease, partic-
ularly those of the poor, through deficiency of food,
crowding 1 small quarters, uncleanhness, etc
When we add to this the mnevitable neglect and lack
of moral traimng, the reason why large families are
prolific sources of youthful eriminals, prostitutes,
narcotic addicts, ete , becomes clear All these mis-
fortunes would be mitigated and even prevented to
a marked degree 1f Birth Cont:ol, or rather con-
ception contrel, were studied and practiced with
due care In Holland and other countries where
thrs form of prevention has, with government sanc-
tion, been practised under the gmdance of family
physicians, excellent results have been obtained

Dr Cuarres E pe M Sasovus
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Federal Statutes Dealing With Contraceptives

Section 834, TrriE 18,1 CaEAPTER 8, 0F THE CODE
oF Laws or THE UNirep Stares (CrIMINAL
CopE, Secrion 211, aMENDED) Masling ob-
scene matier

This section deals with the mails, and makes 1t
a criminal offense to circulate through the mauls,
any article, instrument or medicine intended for
contraceptive use, and also any written or printed
matter giving contraceptive information or ndi-
cating where such imformation or contraceptive
material may be obtamed

Every obscene, lewd, or lascivious, and every
filthy book, pamphlet, picture, paper, letter, writ-
g, print, or other publication of an indecent char-
acter, and every article or thing designed, adapted
or intended for preventing conception or producing
abortion, or for any indecent or immoral use, and
every article, mstrument, substance, drug, medi-
cine, or thing which 1s advertised or described mn a
manner calculated to lead another to use or apply
1t for preventing conception or producing abortion,
or for any mdecent or immoral purpose, and every
written or printed card, letter, circular, book,
pamphlet, advertisement, or notice of any kind
giving mformation directly or indirectly, where, or
how, or from whom, or by what means any of the
hereinbefore mentioned matters, articles, or things
may be obtained or made, or where or by whom any
act or operation of any kind for the procuring or
producing of abortion will be done or performed,
or how or by what means conception may be pre-
vented or abortion produced, whether sealed or un-
sealed, and every letter, packet, or package, or
other mail matter contaimng any filthy, vile, or n-
decent thing, device, or substance, and every paper,
writing, advertisement or representation that any
article, instrument, substance, drug, medicine, or
thing may or can be used or apphed for preventing
conception or producing abortion, or for any mn-
decent or 1mmora] purpose, and every description
calculated to mnduce or incite a person to so use or

1The entire body of the United States Statute law 1s known
as “The Code of Laws of the United States of America” The
code 1s subdivided into “Titles”, there bemng grouped under
each title laws relating to a single general topie “Tiile 18”
15 known as “Criminal Code and Criminal Procedure”, and is
divided mto three parts Part No 1 has numerous chapters
dealing with different offenses Chapter 8, for example, deals
with “offenses against the Postal Service”

apply any such article, mstrument, substance,
drug, medicine or thing, 1s hereby declared to be
non-mailable matter and shall not be conveyed 1
the mails or delivered from any post office or by any
letter carrier Whoever shall knowingly deposit,
or cause to be deposited, for maihng or delivery,
anything declared by this section to be non-mail-
able, or shall knowingly take, or cause the same to
be taken, from the mails for the purpose of circulat-
mg or disposing thereof, or of aiding m the ar-
culation or disposition thereof, shall be fined not
more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than five
years, or both The term *“indecent” wathin the 1n-
tendment of this section shall include matter of a
character tending to incite arson, murder, or as-
sassination

SecTion 396, TiTLE 18, CHAPTER 9, oF THE CoDE
oF Laws or THE UNiTED StaTEs {CRIMINAL
CopE, SecTion 245, AMENDED) Importwng and
Transporting Obscene Books

This section makes the importation and the
transportation of contraceptive matenal or infor-
mation a criminal offense

Whoever shall bring or cause to be brought mto
the United States, or any place subject to the jur-
1sdiction thereof, from any foreign country, or
shall therein knowingly deposit or cause to be de-
posited with any express company or other com-
mon carrier for carriage from one state, terrtory,
or district of the Umted States, or place non-con-
tiguous to but subject to the junsdiction thereof,
to any other state, termtory, or distmct of the
Umnited States or place non-contiguous to, but sub-
jJect to the jurisdiction thereof, or from any place
m or subject to the jurisdictron of the Umted
States, through a foreign country, to any place in
or subject to the junsdiction thereof, or from any
place in or subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States to a foreign country, any obscene, lewd, or
lascivious or any filthy book, pamphlet, picture,
motion picture film, paper, letter, writing, print,
or other matter of indecent character, or any drug,
medicine, article, or thing designed, adapted, or
intended for preventing conception, or producing
abortion, or for any indecent or immoral use, or
any written or printed card, letter, circular, book,
pamphlet, advertisement, or notice of any kind giv-
ing information, directly or indirectly, where, how,
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or of whom, or by what means any of the heremnbe-
fore mentioned articles, matters, or things may be
obtained or made, or whoever shall knowingly take
or cause to be taken from such express company
or other common carrier any matter or thing the
depositing of which for carriage 1s herein made un-
lawful, shall be fined not more than $5,000 or im-
prisoned not more than five years, or both

Section 511, Trtre 18, CraPTER 138, oF THE CODE
or Laws oF THE Unitep StaTes (CriMminan
Cobpg, Sectron 311) Places applcable

This section merely relates the apphcation of
the following section to the pumshment of offenses
committed 1n places within the exclusive jursdic-
tion of the Umted States, such as the Distriet of
Columbia, territories and possessions, the mdivi-
dual states being left to deal with the offenses when
committed under their several jurisdictions

Except as otherwise expressly provided, the of-
fenses defined 1n this chapter shall be punished as
hereinafter provided, when committed within any
Territory or Distnict, or within or upon any place
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Umted
States

SkcTion 512, TrrLE 18, CrAPTER 13, oF THE CoODE
oFr Laws or THE Unrrep States (CriMINaL
Copr, Section 812) Circulating obscene lrt-
erature

This section makes it a crimmal offense to cir-
culate any article, mstrument or medicine intended
for contraceptive use, and also any written or
printed matter giving contraceptive information,
or indicating where such information or contracep-
tive materal may be obtained

Whoever shall sell, lend, give away, or in any
manner exhihit, or offer to sell, lend, give away,
or 1n any manner exhibit, or shall otherwise publish
or offer to publish 1n any manner or shall have in
his possession for any such purpose, any obscene
book, pamphlet, paper, writing, advertisement, cir-
cular, print, picture, drawing, or other representa-
tion, figure, or 1nage on or of paper, or other ma-
tenial, or any cast, instrument or other article of an
immoral nature, or any drug or medicine, or any
article whatever, for the prevention of conception,
or for causing unlawful abortion, or shall ad-
vertise the same for sale, or shall write or print, or
cause to be written or printed, any card, circular,
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book, pamphlet, advertisement, or notice of any
kind, stating when, where, how, or of whom or by
what means, any of the articles above mentioned
can be purchased or obtained, or shall manufac-
ture, draw or print, or 1n anywise make any of such
articles, shall be finred not more than $2,000 or mm-
prisoned not more than five years, or both
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What OQur Neighbors Say:

Climcal Medicine & Surgery (Chicago), July—
An editonal on “Birth Control Today” reads m
part

Birth Control 1s not a matter of religion or of
personal morahty, but one of pubhc polcey, so-
ci0logy and biology, and 1t should be studied 1n
this latter light, calmly and scientifically, with-
out prejudice or bias, strictly on 1its intrinsic
merits Birth Control 1s essentially a develop-
ment of civihzation Contraception 1s here to
stay, the same as automobiles, telephones, air-
planes and the radio, and the sooner we decide
to study it n the cool, impersonal manner 1n
which we deal with our other twentieth-century
problems, the better for all concerned

The World Tomorrow, July—In “The Story of
Margaret Sanger”, the second of a series of bio-
graphical sketches of pathfinders to a new society,
the anonymous author gives a clear and vivid ac-
count of Mrs Sanger’s hife and her work for the
cause of Birth Control The article concludes
with the following comment on the late raid

So many highly respectable members of the
commumty jammed mto the court-room during
the subsequent tnal, so many highly respectable
newspaper editors wrote indignant editorials
that the case was almost literally blown out of
the court by the sheer force of public opimon
Policewoman Sullivan was selected by the forces
behind the attack upon the clime as the goat and
was pubhcly repmmanded by Commissioner
Whalen and demoted The whole incident
afforded an ironic contrast with those “thunders
of silence” from the respectables which greeted
the first arrest of Margaret Sanger in the days
of “The Woman Rebel”

Amenca, June—Fulton J Sheen, 1n an article
called “Making the Stork a Bootlegger”, effective-
ly disproves his own case as follows

Sound logic 1s not always desirable It 1s,1n
fact, the most dangerous of all things, :f one
starts with a false premise The Birth Control
propagandists are the most logical people 1n the
world Therr first principle 1s that there 1s no
future ife Now grant this first principle, which
15 wrc.ag, apply mgorous logic to it, and you

have Birth Control If there 1s no purpose in
being a man there 1s no reason for begetting men
Thas 1s perfectly sound reasomng The immoral-
ity of Birth Control 1s not a matter of author-
ity, but of common sense It 1s too often said
that Birth Control 1s wrong because the Cathohe
Church says 1t 1s wrong No! Birth Control
18 wrong because reason says 1t 13 wrong

New Republic, July 8rd—Closing the New Re-
public’s stimulating discussion on Birth Control,
Joseph J Spengler answers Patnick J Ward’s ex-
positron of the Catholic position

The thinking Catholic 1s 1n a dilemma If he
practices Birth Control, he frustrates the pn-
mary end of the generative faculty, and commts
a mortal sin If he fails to practice Birth Con-
trol when his reason so dictates, he frustrates
the primary end of reason, as a faculty In real-
1ty, 1t 15 as absurd to discuss Birth Control with
a Catholic as 1t 1s to discuss evolution with a
Missour1 Baptist The sound program consists
in taking a leaf from the Catholic book, and in
foremng through every legslature a law, legiti-
matizing the contraceptive knowledge which al-
most all practice or try to practice

Federal Council Bulletin, June — Benjamm S
Winchester writes on the need of a program of sex
education and poimnts out that it 1s a commumty
task in which the Church may well take the imtia-
tive He says

No social problems are more acute, wide-
spread, or vital than those which grow out of the
relations of the sexes Whether 1t be the ques-
tion of Birth Controel, divorce or venereal dis-
ease, 1t 15 a matter which may intimately con-
cern any of us and wlhich, if 1gnored, may lead
to tragic results

The Christian Regster (Boston), July—The
substance of Dr Cooper’s address which called out
the Boston police, and barred the speaker from
Tremont Temple (see June Biere CoxnTroL
Review) 1s printed m this “Journal of Free
Churches®”, under the title, “Birth Control and
the New Morahty”
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THE SEXUAL CHAOS
(Continued from page 216)

query whether civiization and a greater or less
degree of sex experimentation can be reconciled
And 1n this connection attention may be called to
the fact that the premarital liberties described by
Margaret Mead 1in Samoa and by Malinowsk:
among the Trobrianders throw httle, if any, hght
on the problem of improved sex institutions for our
own soctety Our social orgamzation no longer
rests directly on its neolithic basis, 1ts whole con-
text differs fiom that of Samoans and Trob1iand-
ers Moreover, because a practice works well mn
another society 1s no assurance of its rationahty,
even though our own practices appear defective
Nor 1s McDougall’s position sound He seems to
oppose the 1dea of applying reason to the sex
mores, though at the same time he implies that the
existing—or recently existing—taboos are emi-
nently rational because they represent the deposit
of racial experience That does not look hke psy-
chology and 1t 1s very bad sociology Some taboos
probably represent accumulated wisdom , some rep-
resent age-old ignorance, superstition and down-
right er1or, some are merely due to historical acei-
dents Along with frequent reiteration of the social
and individual value of free experiment, we find
McDougall denouncing the abandonment of the
taboos, Mrs Hale telling us that she discovers no
evidence that casualness mn sex relations promotes
the happiness of women, and Schmalhausen who
gets a lot of fun out of poking half-true eriticisms
at McDougall telling us that thus far woman’s
freedom has produced only “a rather smudgy car-
bon copy of man’s petty, grand and glorious vices »
What can one conclude except that we are 1n a
state of bewilderment into which only faint rays
of a dawning knowledge are beginming to pierce

SEX AND PSYCHOANALYSIS

There 1s & whole section on “Sex and Psycho-
analysis’ 1n three chapters of which the mystical
ritual and formulae are reverently and repetitious-
ly set forth with great solemnity and in the last
of which the Freudian constructs are subjected to
a blasting analysis by Dr Myerson These and
other references to the psychoanalytic appreach
leave the mquiring mind as bewildered as 1t was
before as to what 1s the answer to the sex mddle
Another mteresting conflict of preachment 1s found

239

in the varied views as to the relation of sex love to
aesthetic creation On the one hand we have the
psychoanalytic wviews that the neuroses and
psychoses find their roots m the conflhicts of hindo
mpulses with social convention and that the higher
fights of imagination, the creative element 1n mus-
1c, painting, hterature and the plastic arts, 1s due
to the sublimation of these self-same libidinous 1m-
pulses On the other hand, the protagomsts of free-
dom are sure that freer and more abundant love
will make the world more beautiful But if the
psychoanalysts are right, what will become of the
arts, 1f we have freedom? Or,1s thewr whole theory
an imagmative and perhaps fictitious construct of
that almost ummagimable being, a sex-hungry
psychoanalyst? Or, 1s their theory substantially
true, so that a people practising a casual and copi-
ous but cool promiscuity would be deveid of
romance and aestheticism? Then, again, one can
by no means determine from the views of our auth-
ors whether a recreational type of sex ethics would
1ssue 1n ennuu, 1n a “cold lasciviousness’, or whether
the whole psycho-physical nature would be repeat-
edly stirred to 1ts depths by each fresh venture.

REASON WILL CLARIFY DISORDER

These queries are only a few of the many raised
by the reading of these pages One meets other
conflicts and other queries throughout But 1t 1s
an eminently useful book It 1s an honest and
straightforward book It presents many sides of
a polymorphous subject, each aspect written by
some one who has something to say and 1s quahfied
to say it It 1s too profound a book to be ap-
preciated by the sensation-loving mass, but it
should be read by every person who claims for him-
<olf a place 1n that more or less intelligent mmonty
which pretends to keep up with the times in things
that matter Moreover, 1t 1s an 1mportant addition
to the hiterature of Birth Control, for a dozen pass-
ages make 1t clear that it 15 the spread of contra-
ceptive information that has made the sexual revo-
lution possible Here 1s a tremendous tribute to the
fundamental social and human sigmficance of the
Birth Control movement It has made the prob-
lems centering 1n the relations of the sexes the most
crucial problems of the present era for the future
of civilization and the increase of human happiness.
One need not despair that the light of reason will
ultimately clariffy the existing labyrinthine dis-
order Along the path of trial and error les the
route toward human betterment
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