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STILL ANOTHER REASON for BIRTH CONTROL 

We round out the compehng arguments for Blrth Control mth 

The Right of the Child to be Welcome 

(Whot o w  d t e r  caUs the emotwnul scars of the unwanted chdd are the result of  early p s y c h  m j u w s  whach lart 
through lrfe Gland specwdrsts tell us that shock, esther phyacal shock or the ntemtal shock of an mop port^ p e g -  
m w y  can  affect the unborn chdd by  lozoenng the mother's capac8ty to nozlnsh After brrth the harm that can comc 
to ham ts men greater from a home unprepared and a mother dzstracted b y  worry and often jealow of the nghtd of her 

other chddren, from whose mouths the newborn has, as many mothers ezpress tt,  "snatched the very food ") 

No mter has better stated the whole Tragedy of the Acc~dental Chdd than Margaret Sanger We quote, m part, 
what she says rn 'Woman, Morahty and B~rtb Control" 

T o  create 
a race o f  

w e l l -  b o r n  

chl ldren ct 1s 

essenttal that 

the funct~on be 

elevated to  a 

posttfon o f  dtg- 

nlty and thts I S  

long as concep- 

tlon remains a 

m a t t e r  o f  

chance 

Declaratmn of 

Prlnclples of 

Amerrcan Blrth 

Control k a g u e  

T h e  first right of the chdd IS to be wanted-to be desired wrth an  lntenslty of love that glves rt ~ t r  tltle to be- 
Ing and joyful mpulse  to live I t  should be wanted by both parents but especially by the mother, who 1% to carry lt, 
nourrsh ~ t ,  and perhaps ~nfluence rts hfe by her thoughts, her passmns her loves, her hates, her yearnmgs W e  
are all famdrar w ~ t h  the old wrves' tale of chrldreo "marked" because of a mother's f r ~ g h t  or other strong emotron, 
though we know llttle concerning the truth o r  falsity of t h ~ s  theory Just as l d e  do we know of the effect of fear, 
hate, yearning o r  d~sgust  rn the mother a t  the time of conceptron My personal oplnron, founded upon obser 
vatron as nurse and as a worker m the Bmth Control movement 1s that the mothers emotrans have a profound effect 
upon the chrld I belreve that the mother's fear of pregnancy has a most unhappy influence upon the lrfe of her off 
s p n n g ,  that lt  1s respons~ble for the tlmld~ty, the fretfulness and feebleness of many rnfants 

Why the great  number of feeblem~nded ch~ldren '  Why  the host of Infants born too feeble to withstand the 
dlfficultles of the first year of cxlstence? Why  the weaklrng manhood and womanhood? Sclence has answered 
these questtons in part, but only rn part I do not belreve that they wrll be conclus~vcly answered untd account 1s taken 
of the condmon of the mrnd of the mother from the moment of the creatlve embrace untrl the chdd 1s born 

T h e  tragedy of the unwanted child-f the accrdental chlld--only beg~ns  wrth whatever evd prenatal effect the 
emotional condrtran of the mother may have upon it  Usually ~t suffers a further hand~cap  by bemg earned by 
a mother who 13 physjcally 111 o r  overworked Fear  of pregnancy 1s frequently lnsprred In the mmd of the mother by 
the burden of too many chddren o r  by want or by both When ~t arrrves, the accrdental chdd usually finds Itself rn the 
ranks of the mdhons of hungry and negjectcd chlldren Often rt 1s merely a candidate for an  Item In the rnfant mor- 
talrty statrstlcs 

W e  hear a goad deal of sentrmental~ty about unfa~lrng mother love W e  a re  told that even these unwanted 
chddren have that to protect them rn thex hard lots But how few of the poorer women have the trme and the strength 
to let mother love develop and express rtsclf? W e  make a m1staL.e In assumlng that mothers are always kmd W e  
forget that under the stress of carlng far many chddren, under the stram of helprng to earn bread for hungry mouths 
and clothrng for bodres clothed In rags, the strongest mother love may turn bltter and cruel If you doubt, go for  
a lrttlc whlle to lzve among the f a m h e s  whose mothers are overburdened wrth chrldren, whose bodrcs and brarus a r e  
worn threadbare wlth toll lnsrde and outsrde the home 

Eugenlsts do well to ~nsrs t  that it 13 the first materral right of the chdd to be "well barn ' But have they taken 
mto cons~deratlon all of the factors? From what deep s p r ~ n g  of moral and sprrrtual weakness arrses thm huge stream 
of the crrngtng, the suppliant, the submnssrve? Whence comc the natures of these mdl~ons of human b e l n p  who are 
but timorous pawns moved h ~ t h e r  and thlther upon the chess board of existence by a few powerful hands? Who can 
say that rt 1s not because we come Into l ~ f e  wlth the feelrng, conscrous o r  subconscious, that oor a re  not wanfrd-tho1 
.ur arc ocr~dcnir? Who can say that 2t IS not because we have graven upon our natures, the fear, the drsgust, the 
loathmg, the shrlnkmg of our mothers? 

Our  m a g ~ n a t ~ o n s  are as yet too weak too un~nformed to portray to us the strength, the beauty and the wonder 
of a humanlty yet to be brought mto bemg-through chtldren desrred and created In the flame of love 
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EDITORIAL 
go to press, the fate of two Birth Con- 

trol bills hangs in the balance One of these A" 
1s the bill in the New York Legdature  on which the 
Hearing was held on February 19 The other is the 
bill before the Connect~cut Legdature  for the re- 
peal of the law proh~b~tmg the personal use of con- 
traceptives The hearing on t h ~ s  bill was held on 
February 28th-too late to g v e  any account of ~t in 
t h s  issue There is yet tlme for our New York and 
Connecticut readers to come to the a ~ d  of these bdls 
by writing m their favor to the Chalrman and Mem- 
bers of the Committees which have them in charge, 
and to them own assemblymen or representatives in 
the respective legdatures I n  New York, the bill 
is before the Codes Comrmttee of the House I n  
Connect~cut the Judiciary Committee - a jomt 
Comm~ttee of House and Senate - 1s considermg 
the repeal of a useless and permcious law, which 
stands m the way of the establishment of Birth Con- 
trol Clinics 

D R C L A R E N C E  C L I T T L E ,  who resigned 
from the presidency of Michigan Un~vers~ ty  

on January 20, is at  the moment the sufferer for his 
opmions But such courage and such fundamental 
rightness as h ~ s  cannot go mthout its reward The 
press has shown ~ t s  appreciat~on and his open sup- 
port of Birth Control has already made converts 
throughout the Un~ted  States Many causes con- 
tnbuted to  h ~ s  declsion to resign, but behind them 
all was the opposition among the Roman Catholics, 
who are strong in numbers and m political influence 
m Michigan, to his courageous and contmuous sup- 
port of Birth Control At the t ~ m e  he went to Ann 
Arbor, D r  Little was President of the International 
Federation of Birth Control Leagues, and an active 
worker in the American Birth Control League A t  
the very outset of his Presidency, he was the pnn- 
c~pa l  speaker at  the Annual Meetmg of the Ameri- 
can Birth Control League, and throughout hls four 

years m Michigan, he has freely and frankly urged 
Blrth Control, as a social reform, m addresses be- 
fore groups and orgamzat~ons of soc~ologists, bio- 
logsts, mehcal men and women, and nurses Dur- 
mg all t h ~ s  tune, he has been the object of unrelent- 
mg attack Led by the Jesuit priest, Father 
McClorey, his opponents have used the radio and 
the press and have constantly worked on the Board 
of Regents to have h m  removed The Regents stood 
by D r  Little and the prmciple of Free Speech, and 
the res~gnation was on his own ~mt ia t~ve  H e  recog- 
n m d  that m th  him in office, the reactionary influ- 
ences would cripple the uve r s i t y  by holding back 
appropriations Hls courage and his sacrifice ought 
to fire the enthusiasm of every believer in B ~ r t h  
Control 

T HE great political event of this month is the 
mauguration of our new President, Herbert 

Hoover As  we pomted out at  the t ~ m e  of his 
nomination* we have reasonable grounds for ex- 
pectmg that President Hoover will be favorable to 
any measure or legislation which will forward the 
cause of B r t h  Control The Chld's Bill of Rights, 
enunciated by him as Pres~dent of the American 
Child Health Assoc~ation, contams seven clauses, 
each one of which states a nght which 1s absolutely 
dependent on B ~ r t h  Control To  enjoy these rights 
the child must be born of choice and not of chance, 
must be des~red by his parents and prepared for 
before his coming The parents must be fit to glve 
him the "birthright of a sound mind In a sound 
body," and must be able to provide him with 
"proper condtions", "Hygienic surroundmgs", 
"sufficient nourishment", and "prompt and efficl- 
ent medical attention" The final clause of the 
Child's Bill of Rights is of special importance to 
the advocates of Birth Control, for the unwanted 
child will not be given "the encouragement to eu- 

*See Bmm CQNTWL Rsvxw, Aug ,1928, p 224 



press in fullest measure the spirit within " Such 
encouragement cannot be given in the overcrowded 
and poverty-stricken home where the mother has 
tried desperately, but in vain, to prevent the birth 
of the child, whose conception she did not know how 
to prevent The Child's Bill of Rights mlght well 
have been enunciated by Margaret Sanger m sup- 
port of her fight for Birth Control I t  was put 
forth by M r  Hoover, and again and again in his 
campaign speeches, broadcasted over the length 
and breadth of the country, he emphasized its ~ m -  
portance, and his concern that every child should 
enjoy its birthright - a birthright which is every 
clause hinges on Birth Control 

a presidential candidate puts forward 
a statement hke t h ~ s  Child's Bill of R~ghts,  WHEN 

even though it was enunciated months before he 
was nominated, we have the nght to belie~e that he 
approves of Birth Control It would be a stultfi- 
cation of himself if he did not, for such a Bill of 
Rights is evidently only possible mth the new order 
of things that will come with the universal knowl- 
edge and use of contraceptives The old order of 
chance and submission to nature's tyranny must 
pass away The great thinkers who look forward 
to a finer and better human~ty pract~cally all con- 
cede that Birth Control must be the corner-stone 
on which the happier future will rest People wdl 
no longer have children because they cannot help 
having them They wdl have chddren because they 
dehberately choose to have them, and they will have 
them when they choose Even the European Gov- 
ernments that are bitterly opposing Birth Control 
-France and Italy for example--concede this 
What else does it mean when prizes, honors, extra 
pnvileges are offered for large famihes' If  large 
families are inevitable, why reward the parents? 
These are inducements to have many children and 
the fact that they are offered shows that the par- 
ents are supposed to have a choice whether they 
will have large families or not Governments and 
churches have to acknowledge that science has 
overcome ignorance, and that it is now possible for 
manklnd to bring reason and control into this most 
important field of human life After man has 
won a victory over nature, after science has wrested 
from her the secret of control, there is no turning 
back I t  remains now to extend the boon, that 
science has conferred, to the under-privileged men 
and women who have not had access to this pre- 
CIOUS knowledge 

Bzrth Control Revmo 

of our readers, from their own memories 
and family records, wdl be able to confirm the MANY 

thesis set out by D de Lapouge, m his interesting 
article on "The Numerous Families of Former 
Timesw* M Lapouge mamtains that in spite of 
the enormous families which are found m the records 
of well-to-do people in France, the actual survival 
rate was no higher than it is a t  the present tune 
All the rest was waste-waste of human life and 
happmess, of the health of the mothers and the chil- 
dren-and brought profit only to  the undertaker 
and the gravedigger M Lapouge goes back sev- 
eral centuries for his records, but there are equally 
many instances of small survival rates of large fam- 
ilies, if we look to the first half of the mneteenth cen- 
tury, before the rapid fall of the birth-rate began 
to be perceptible One remarkable fact, of which 
there are many historical examples, is the actual ex- 
tinction of a family which had numbered m recent 
generations as many as ten or sixteen chddren I n  
other cases, the family name disappears, owmg to 
the absence of male descendants, but the family per- 
sists to some extent m the female lmes The families 
mvestigated by M Lapouge were necessarily people 
of some wealth and posit~on It would be difficult 
indeed to ascertain the facts about the families of the 
poor, of which no complete records are accessible 
But it is unlikely that there was a higher survival 
late where circumstances were less favorable to 
either mothers or children 

T HE case agamst Mrs Mary Ware Dennett for 
violation of the U S postal laws is still pend- 

ing But the bearmg before the Federal Court on 
January 28th made it clear that the forces arrayed 
against Mrs Dennett, for circulating her pamphlet 
"The Sex Side of Life", are exactly the forces 
against which the advocates of Birth Control are 
struggling On the one side are the ancient tabus, 
the darkness and ignorance, fear and dirty-minded- 
ness and along with these, the Roman Catholic 
Church, as represented by priests and dignitaries 
On the other, are pastors of Protestant Churches, 
teachers of youth, especially m theological semn- 
aries, Y M C A leaders, and thousands of men and 
women who are workmg for pu r~ ty  and enlighten- 
ment among young people Great encouragement 
has come from the press Hundreds of articles, 
editorials and letters to the editor were published 
at  the time of the trial, deprecating the attack on 
sex education, and pouring ridicule on the men who 
are trying to extinguish the light of our new day 
W e  hope next month to be able to record the dis- 
missal of the indictment - 

'See page 12 
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Infant Mortality in Albania 

M Y E X P E R I E N C E  in Albama has shown 
me that a wise Birth Control is one of the most 

vltal needs of this fine, old race of indomitable moun- 
tameer patriots Unlike most of its neighboring 
countries, Albania is thinly peopled, the density of 
population being only one-fourth that of Italy and 
far below that of the other Balkan States Although 
the people are naturally a vigorous and prollfic race, 
a large part of the wide fertile valleys rema~n in 
sheep pasture for lack of enough manpower to  raise 
the wheat, corn, oats, cotton, tobacco and fruit that 
thrives so well under the sunny skies and fine climate 
The low density of our population is not however 
due to lack of births but to births so frequent that the 
mfants lack vital~ty 

One of the pictures that d lmger long in my 
memory is the frequent one of a sad group of people 
carrymg a tiny coffin to its last restmg place One 
of my Albanian friends is Reshad, a well posted 
man of hberal education and a wide acquaintance 
m his own country's affairs "There is little or no 
polygamy in Albanla, because there is a shortage of 
women" said he, "and the reason is the same as for 
the frequent child funerals-one m three-too high 
a birthrate Early marriage is general and large 
famhes common, with deadly results Our School 
nurse was begged to try to save a baby, the last sur- 
vivor of 14, she could do nothmg as it utterly lacked 
the necessary vitality I could give a dozen instances 
of such tragedies, all due to the inevitable annual 
baby " 

HE PFlOPLE are very intelligent and are T hoping for better things, but only 5 per cent are 
literate and most of them are children, few are older 
than 25 Stern natural selection has killed off all 
the old, the weaklings and the fools, but the great 
mass are crushed by the proverty, ignorance and 111- 
health, that IS the consequence of 500 years of Turk- 
~ s h  misrule m d  neglect, capped by the 20 years of 
anarchy of the Balkan and World Wars Now 
there is a strong government and the king is 
doing all he can for education and agriculture They 
are the oldest race in Europe and had they not been 
a fighting race would long ago have been destroyed 

1was recently a guest a t  a wedding in a small hill 
vlllage in the interior I wish I could tell you the 
picture as I saF it, the fire in the middle of the room, 
(it was just such an "upper room" as is spoken of in 
the Bible) m th  the smoke going out through the 
hole (not chimney) in the roof or seeping through 
the tiles, the black rafters, the absence of windows, 

the unspeakable toilet, the water so ceremoniously 
poured over our hands, the one-piece of soap passed 
around, the dishes of food placed in the center of the 
table (6  inches high), the wooden spoons, the use of 
fingers in eatmg, the heavy meats and coarse corn 
bread, the lack of vegetables or fruits, the one glass 
that served us all w t h  water, the gvnsv musicians 
(who looked just as gyps.es ought to look) , the 
palhd children mth  protruding stomachs, the cough- 
ing women, the inflamed eyes, the songs of murder, 
revenge and sudden death, the folk dances, the cere- 
mony of brmging home the bride in an ox cart, the 
14-year-old bridegroom (immature a t  that) and the 
marriage ceremony which had been done by proxy 
a year before, a circumcision without either an- 
aesthetics or antiseptics 

M E R I C A N S  ask me why so many of the chil- A dren died a t  2 or 3 weeks old Why do any 
live? Yet this is in Europe, not Asia or Africa, and 
the village has plenty of fertile land, and live stock 
The climate IS really fine, the air pure and the loca- 
tion excellent And these ~ e o p l e  are intelligent, pa- 
triotic, brave, honest, dignfied and hospitable It 
is not their fault that they are ignorant and poor 
I try hard to help them and in all my 20 years of 
teachmg I never had students so responsive .tnd SO 

anxious to learn better ways It is not merely that 
the farmers need steel plows to  replace wooden ones, 
horses to replace oxen, pure-bred dairy cows and 
irrigat~on The need is deeper, they need to be 
taught to live However much I try, I cannot go 
among them and teach them the hygene of sunlight, 
the way to bathe and clothe babies, the source of 
malaria and dysentery, or how tuberculosis spreads 

Only a woman of their own race can reach the 
thousands of women who never go outside the house 
and tell them how to live 

I could fill many pages with examples I give a 
recent one One of the Albanian teachers has a 
brother who has been married three years, has had 
two children and lost them both H e  appealed to 
me to help, as another child w l l  mean loss of the wife 
as well and he loves hls mfe just as a man should 
Our school nurse, a half-trained Greek girl w t h  a 
heart of gold, was begged "to save the baby" but it 
had not a chance Almost half of the babies of Al- 
bania die, and only education can save them I f  only 
some of our ambitious girls could have an Amerlcan 
Hospital training it would mean so much I am 
glad to say that w t h  the aid of friends I have one 
little gypsy g r l  studymg in an Italian School of 
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Midwifery whlch, m ~ t s  way, 1s a very good school 
She mll  come back after two years and do great 
good I f  I could send one of the gtrls from here to 
be educated as a real M D in old U S A and bring 
her back to practlce among her own people, ~t would 
do more real good than the Red Cross and Near 
East  Rehef, as many of the needlest cases simply 
refuse to call any man doctor, even Albaman 

HE pupils of our gtrl's school are m every way 
like the gtrls of a first-class English or American 

boardmg school m looks, dress, behavior, manners 
and m a t e  good breedmg Nor are they lackmg m 
the spmt of service It 1s true they want to hve, but 
they are w i l h g  to work for others m t h  true mission- 

ary zeal W e  are only a small school of 80 boys and 
46 g ~ r l s  dependent on the contrlbutlon of Amen- 
cans, but ~f a few of our gtrls can have the tra~ning 
that they want, ~t mll  carry hfe and happmess to 
thousands of the bravest, most & f l e d  race m 
Europe No effort a t  Birth Control seems to be 

made, although there 1s no legslatlon or sentlrnent 
agamst ~t On the contrary, accurate and sclentlfic 
knowledge 1s welcomed alike by doctors and parents 
who know that a falr number of healthy chlldren 
would give a larger and stronger populatlon I 
have already gtven advlce to a few who desperately 
needed lt I do not see how we can help the bad agrl- 
cultural and industrial sltuatlon wlthout helpmg to  
Improve the soclal condltlon I f  the Turks kllled 
half of the chddren m an Armeman vlllage the ms-  
sionaries would rave and the League of Natlons 
"take steps", but when half of the children "just 
&en and many of thelr mothers as well, it 1s "fate" 

The people here are gentle, klndly and very hon- 
est Education is being encouraged by the strong 
hand of Kmg Zagu I, but the country 1s too poor 
adequately to support any but elementary schools, 
and great good can be done by those workers m 
soclal hygene who m11 spread sclentlfic knowledge 
of the way to live and to raise men, as our school 
teaches how to ralse better wheat and dalry cows 

The Numerous Families of Former Times 

I N THE course of my researches mto the origm 
of the poorer classes I have searched a great 

number of anclent regtsters of the Clvil State, par- 
tlcularly those of the town of Poltlers The follow- 
mg was the problem before me The class of the 
poor ongmates in two ways, one the unadaptable 
element whlch from the very begmmgs of c~vlhza- 
tion, has, by reason of ~ t s  mferlor faculties, or o m g  
to the presence of hereditary vlces which hold it back, 
never been able to rise, the other c o m g  from m- 
dmduals of the mddle and upper classes, who, by 
reason of bad crosses, of acquired tamts, such as 
alcohohsm or syphlhs, are brought elther directly or 
as the result of accldental c~rcumstances Into the 
group of the poor, and who do not succeed in rismg 
out of ~t agam m one or two generations, as do those 
whose soclal fall is due to economlc causes I shall 
publish the result of these researches, but I should 
llke now to draw attent~on to a certam number of 
rather important polnts 

W e  have known for a long tune that the birth- 
rate m former tmes was much greater than that of 
to-day wlthout however, the populatlon increase be- 
mg more r a p ~ d  From the very b e g ~ m n g  of my in- 
vestlgat~on I was able to confirm that, ~f familles 
were very numerous, the number of those offsprmg 
whlch m their turn founded famdles was very small, 
whch made the necessary balance I then ~solated, 
m order to study them more m detail, famlhes of 
bourgeois traders above the poverty h e ,  where mor- 
tality due to misery and bad hygiene prevails, and I 
have followed them for two or three centuries The 

results a t  whlch I have arrlved are common to the 
generahty of these famllles and bnng out clearly the 
conjugal h a b h  of a whole class m a Provmclal town 
durmg the centuries whlch preceded the Revolution 
It is most probable that life took the same course m 
other cities 

Mamages were between near neighbors, rarely 
mth  nobles or mth persons of a lower class One 
sees little trace of any desire or f e e h g  for a rise m 
class The daughters do not marry before 20-25 
years, often later when their domestic and commer- 
clal education has been finahed The first birth fol- 
lows sometimes nme or ten months after marriage, 
and rarely is delayed to  the end of the second year 
Births follow each other m a regular and rapld suc- 
cession with one or two years' Interval They are 
always numerous and often very numerous Some- 
tunes, the same wlfe has twelve to elghteen llvmg 
chddren I f  she dles m labor, usually she IS qulckly 
replaced and the success~on contmues as before 

Lactation seems to have been the rule I f  other- 
mse, the child was placed m t h  a wet-nurse m the 
country Lactation did not prevent the continua- 
tlon of sexual relations and very often the death of a 
suckling ch~ld was followed a few months after- 
wards by another blrth Infant mortality was enor- 
mous but we cannot evaluate ~t exactly First, the 
child dymg when m t h  a wet-nurse outside Poitiers 
cannot be traced, and further the very llttle ones 
were not always mentloned in the Register of 
Burials, as their death had no interest, civd or 
ecclesiastical So at  tmes the Priest was contented 
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to  add to the entry of the baptism a note which often 
passes unnoticed in extractmg the reg~ster, and 
which therefore does not appear in the tables,- 
"Obzzt dze" so there are no exact statistics pos- 
sible But  to  judge by the number of names which 
never reappear wlth marriage, or death, or m wills, 
I judge that a half and even more than that number 
of children never arrlved a t  adult age, a very hlgh 
figure m a wealthy class 

Blg FarmLes-Few Descendants 
When I go through the genealogies set out as 

tables, I am struck by the fact that the number of 
children who survwed and founded a farmly in 
their turn IS about the same as to-day , two, three, 
rarely more The others remam unmarried, work m 
the house, rarely away, the elder girls or the aunts 
are busled m helping the mother to bring up her 
flock Many become prlests or nuns, but my per- 
sonal mformation makes it possible to say that in 
thls category were found many whose descendants 
would have been undesirable 

The result of this low marriage rate is that those 
farmlies (about thirty), whlch have been the basis of 
my work, were almost all extmct before the Revolu- 
tlon or soon after There only remained, as far as I 
know, half-a-dozen m the middle of the nineteenth 
century The names of the others have disappeared, 
which of course does not exclude the vrobabil~tv of 
descendants in the female side ~e;eral of tLese 
families swarmed over to Amenca or emigrated 
wholly in the last quarter of the eighteenth century 
to San Donungo, New York, Canada I thlnk they 
st111 contmue on the other slde of the Atlantic, and 
in New York, Detroit, Montreal, I have been able 
to see thelr descendants They have kept their 
prollfic hablts and seem to be widely diffused and 
greatly multlphed w~thout changmg their profes- 
sion as traders 

No Advantage Over Modems 
From the above we have the result that the fine 

fanuhes of former days wlth their respect for con- 
jugal duty, their superabundant natahty, neverthe- 
less only contributed a small part to the develop- 
ment of the population m general, ln fact gave to the 
wealthy and cultivated classes but httle better re- 
sults than the restricted famlhes of to-day , m fact 
thls high natality was expressed in the wearlng out 
and the premature death of the mothers, the infant 
death of the greater part of the chddren and a great 
expenditure of effort, care and wealth end~ng only 
m mourning The major harvest was clearly for the 
undertaker 

I n  order to illustrate thls resume I will glve an 
example of a line followmg from about the time of 
Louis XIV to our day, and whlch in dlrect descent 
and as regards mmediate collaterals corresponds m 

all circumstances to the group described above 
D e  Nivenne, Samuel, master of Chatelhers, mer- 

chant, husband of Magdela~ne Bonneau by whom 
he had a t  least 16 live children. Births almost 
annual, 16 m 21 years Mean succession 15 months 
W e  find no trace of descendants of these s~xteen 
children who almost all dled a t  a very early age 
Samuel had a brother, Gabriel, married m January, 
1699 to Marie Joyeux, who had 4 chddren and died 
m 1701, then to Anne Roustiere, who had one child 
The family m spite of these 21 blrths, disappears 
mthout male issue 

Magdeleme de Nivenne, sister of the above, had 
surv~vmg numerous descendants in the two worlds 
She married a t  St Didier, the 12th Aprd 1706, 
Francols Duclos, merchant and furner, by whom 
she had at  least 11 children born ahve 

Some Instances 
Of these eleven children only three were married 

and left descendants, Francols, Joseph and Marie- 
Magdelaine, who marrled 19th May 1741 at  S t  
Dldier, Francois Gauffreau 

This Gauffreau belonged to a famlly of appalling 
fecundity whlch is extinct as regards males though 
~t survlves m the female hne 

HIS father, Nlcolas, husband of Marie Chenagon, 
cloth and silk merchant, married a t  S t  Dldler, 16th 
June 1697, and had a t  least ten children The eldest 
Claude Barthelemy, appeared to have had only one 
son who died shortly after b~ r th  Francois on the 
other hand had an abundant posterity Two glrls 
d ~ e d  just after baptism and SIX others as young 
children 

LOUIS-Claude Gauffreau, brother of Nicolas and 
uncle of Francols, had a t  least twelve chddren by hls 
marrlage mth  Marie Joulam, all baptlsed at  Notre 
Dame la Grande, first coming every year, then a 
httle more slowly, begmning with the elghth Of 
the twelve ch~ldren of Louis-Claude and Mane Jou- 
lain and their four grand-children, no descendant 
survived 

Francois Gauffreau, sllk and cloth merchant in 
his first marriage took Mane-Anne-DCto~s, S t  
Didier, 14th June 1729, by whom he had a t  least six 
children The boys died at  an early age and the girls 
round about the sixties, unmarried 

Of his second marriage, m t h  Marie-Magdeleine 
Duclos, already 34 years of age, Francois had a t  
least nme children of whom three marrled and had 
descendants Mane-Radegonde marned at  40 vears 
in 1790 Had  only one daughter He r  two brothers 
had a less restricted postentv, but of these I have 
only incomplete records Both in fact emigrated to 
San Domingo about 1785 and them descendants are 
dispersed & Amerlca after the massacre of the 
"Whltes " 

From the son, Francois Gauffreau, we know of 
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Bwth Control Revtew 

N O P R O B L E M  in the whole realm of human 
affairs is so acutely important, now and a t  all 

times, as the populatlon problem No problem re- 
quires for its dmussion greater mental grasp and 
greater power of cogent expresslon, so deep seated 
are the passions and prejudices which prevent clear 
thmking in this field No writer of the present day 
is better fitted than Professor Ross to bnng to ~ t s  
discussion just those powers of analysis and of clear 
and forclble expresslon which are needed H e  1s able 
to thmk clearly and comprehensively, he has almost 
umque power of verbal expression, and he has the 
courage to "lay on and spare not" It would seem 
that the very walls of Jericho must crumble before 
the trumpet blast of this,* his latest and in some 
respects his best, contribution to the literature of 
the Soclal Sciences 

Professor Ross has made abundant use of such 
statistical materials as exist regarding the ratio of 
births to deaths m varlous parts of the world The 
text is dustrated by thirty graphs bearmg on that 
subject But the statistical material is by no means 
the most valuable part of the work It is quite pos- 
sible for a competent statistician to be utterly m- 
capable of understandmg the population problem 
As  well expect a physicist to  rely wholly upon 
recorded stat~stical data for the solution of his 
problems as expect an economist to  solve all eco- 
nomc problems by the same method Theoretical 
analysis is as important in one field as in the other 
It is in the use of this method that Professor Ross 
has done hls best work The statistical ev~dence 
does show, however, how population responds to 
two modern factors, first how the death-rate de- 

clines as a result of superlor san~tation, second 
how the means of subsistence mcreases as a result 
of improvements in agriculture and industry These 
facts, however, do not show an actual pressure of 
populatlon 

The text is also illumined by abundant historical 
evidence, hut even history, unaccompanied by theo- 
retical analys~s such as the economist has learned to 
use, does not throw much light on the quest~on of 
population pressure I n  fact, an increase of pop- 
ulatlon which follows from an excess of births over 
deaths 1s more hkely to indicate the absence of pres- 
sure, while a ststlonary populatlon, which can only 
result from a balance between blrths and deaths, is 
certain to indicate e~ther  Blrth Control or popula- 
tion pressure producing a high death-rate The 
motive even for Birth Control is usually an economc 
one, that is, a desire to avold a lowerlng of the stand- 
ard of living This, in turn, indicates a general feel- 
ing of the imrmnence of population pressure 

Three Outlet8 for Energy 

The world over, men have used up their surplus 
energy, if they had any, in one of three ways, m mul- 
tiplymg, in resting, or m producmg and consuming 
surplus goods Most of the lower creatures spawn, 
or multiply up to their physiologxal capacity This 
means, of course, an enormous birth-rate That 
over long perlods of time their numbers do not m- 
crease mcalculably is due to one fact and one alone 
their death rates are equal to then birth rates Man, 
the economizer, the being who looks before and after, 
the balancer of desires, sometimes has the good sense 
to sacrifice the sex mstinct sufficiently to make it pos- 

four children from division of the property of 
Francois One married in New York, and had a t  
least seven children settled m New York, Montreal 
and Cuba The descendants are known through a 
law suit over the undivided property with the de- 
scendants of Ribet m the middle of the last century, 
and they are continuing to develop m America 

Another son, Francois-Victor, emigrated to 
America H e  had two unmarrled daughters and a 
son Alexis, surgeon, anatomist, h~stologlst, who 
continued the family traditions, and by his wives, 
had fourteen chddren, of whom rune were brought 
up, seven married, and six had issue, these very lim- 
ited, two or three children, wlth the exceptton of 
Aim6 who had SIX children, two with few descend- 

-- 

*Standmg Room Only, by Edward Alsworth Ross, The Century Co, 
New York 

ants The descendants of Alexis who are still hv- 
ing, are all women, so the name is becommg extmct 

From the biological pomt of vlew we-here en- 
counter a very high fecundity from the commercial 
Clite It demonstrates the absence of venereal in- 
fection and shows m homogeneous heredity Thls 
favors the embryonic development mthout heredi- 
tary discordance such as arrests development in a 
mxed population All these families, hvmg through 
two or three centuries under an endogamous regime, 
have made now one only 

From the economx point of view we find the same 
application as to-day m the case of only sons, hut 
they arrived a t  it by selection, leaving to the most 
able the task of carrying on the famlly, the business 
and the home, where the unmarrled m g h t  contmue 
to hve if they so desired 
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sible to enjoy something else Thls something else 
is hkely to be either leisure accompamed by play, or 
goods m excess of physical necessities The Central 
American peon, if reports are true, takes his pleas- 
ure, not wholly in the form of sex, but partly in the 
form of leisure The Western European and the 
American take their pleasure not wholly in either 
sex or leisure, but largely in the form of goods The 
typical oriental, at  least of the lower economic or- 
ders, takes his pleasure in the form of sex, which 
means that orlental peoples of the lower castes mul- 
tiply to the pomt where it is mpossible for them to 
have either leisure or goods m excess of physical 
necessity Katherme Mayo's "Mother Ind~a"  has 
thrown new light on this problem It appears that 
the msery of India is not so much the result of 
British oppression as of masculine lust with its nor- 
mal result, namely over-population 

As  to the actual pressure of population in those 
countries whose people derive thev chief pleasure 
from sex, Professor Ross quotes a t  length from the 
accounts of travellers, missionaries and scientific ob- 
servers as to the unbelievable rmsery of the masses m 
such countries as Chma, India, Java and Porto Rico 
As  to the common assertion that it is injustice and 
exploitation rather than over-population which pro- 
duces this msery, Professor Ross shows that while 
exploitation may aggravate the evil, nevertheless 
msery must exist mthout exploitation wherever 
and whenever the acreage from which food IS pro- 
duced is insufficient to  produce enough for increas- 
mg numbers Under white rule, or as some prefer 
to call it, white exploitation, the food productron of 
India, Egypt, Java, Ceylon, the Phdippines and 
Porto Rlco has increased enormously This increase 
would have added to the well-bemg of the former 
populations But, since the populations have m- 
creased as rapidly as the food supply, there is no 
material improvement in the condition of the aver- 
age person, No remarks of a reviewer could im- 
prove the following 

R a p d  Increases of Poplllatzon 

"Durmg the sixty years, 1860-1920, the peoples 
in the troplcal colonles and dependencies of the great 
nations added to themselves 105 mzllzom-a twelfth 
of mankind in 1860 and equal nearly to the present 
Inhabitants of the United States, yet a population 
uncontemplated and unwilled, a chance by-product, 
so to speak, of cap~talistic mdustry m the tropics 

"Durmg forty years of Brlt~sh rule In Egypt, 
1882-1922, the population doubled I n  the Nile 
Valley to-day there are not far from seven million 
souls who might well regard the British as them god- 
fathers But for the Occupation most of them would 
never have been called into hfe, or else would have 

quitted it before the census-taker made h ~ s  rounds 
Galled by a sense of mferiority, the more self-con- 
scious Egyptians "compensate" by furious anti- 
Britlsh agitation Few of them realm that most of 
the Egyptian population is due to factors wh~ch the 
British mtroduced and that mdespread misery at- 
tended by decline in numbers is mevitable, unless the 
Egyptians can handle police, justice, radways, and 
irrigation works about as well as the Brltish have 
been handhng them 

New Wealth - More Poor 

"Since the fall of Napoleon 111, the natives of 
Algeria have doubled Thsnks to the cultural ele- 
ments the French introduced among this hidebound 
people three m~llions are engaged m the Great Ad- 
venture of Living who otherulse would be molder- 
ing under the sand, or else would never have beer, 
summoned from the limbo of the unborn It 1s safe 
to say that few natives ever reflect that half of them 
all dwell not on the farmliar natural soil but on a 
mole of added production and trade built by French 
abihty, science, and capital 

"In India there n endless debate as to whether the 
lot of the masses has really unproved under British 
rule It is a knotty pomt, and even the experts dis- 
agree Those, who deny that the masses are anv bet- 
ter off, draw the conclusion that the Britlsh have 
pocketed the new wealth brought into being by the 
railways, the irrigation works, the tea gardens, sllk 
culture, cotton, jute and steel mlls, and other ahen 
factors mjected into the Indlan economy They 
ignore the Hmalayan fact that m forty years the 
flople of Indta have zncremed thew numbers by 
fifty mdlzons, or 20 per cent Such myriads of extra 
mouths can eat big holes In a new prosperity, and it 
may be that here is India's misslng dividend from the 
economc development the Brltish have inst~gated 
Instead of livlng better, the natlves appear to have 
spent their share in callmg fifty million more souls 
into a crowded land Certain it is that, were the 
British to step out of the p~cture abruptly, not only 
would expansion cease but mllions already there 
would starve While starving, their frenzied mass 
movements would dislocate mdustry and trade and 
hence st111 other mlllons would be doomed 

"The response of the folk of the Phlhpplnes to the 
American occupation 1s a portent They have added 
five mdhons in a quarter of a century You would 
suppose that this growth would either rejolce or de- 
press Fllipino leaders It does neither, it is ignored 
Mere vegetative expansion Inspires in most of us 
neither contentment nor gratitude, what we crave is 
the Better Life Nearly all the benefits wh~te con- 
trol brings to the denlzens of the tropics are absorbed 
by them m mere numerical Increase, yet this Increase 
does not make them love foreign dormnation 
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"In less than fifty years the Singhalese have 
doubled, whereas, before the wh~tes took hold, they 
were doubtless as stationary as were the Japanese m 
their herm~t phase Thanks to the spread of the 
saentific, great-scale gromng of cocoanuts, rubber, 
cinnamon, and tea for foreign markets, the 50d of 
Ceylon has become a gold mine The local result, 
however, is not much gain in ease, comfort, and cul- 
ture, but a prodigous spawnmg of coolies only httle 
better off than their fathers were 

"The wh~te man's ~nsatiable demand for rubber 
and tin has caused the inhabltants of the Federated 
Malay States to double in number m twenty years 
I n  half a century the people of the Straits Settle- 
ments have tripled I n  s ~ x t y  years British Guiana 
has doubled, whde Trlnldad has quadrupled The 
blacks of Jama~ca, 'a ventable forc~ng house for 
pickan~nnirs,' have doubled in half a century, wh~le 
the wh~tes, once a tenth of the inhabltants, have de- 
clined to a fiftieth I n  South Africa, the Ka&s are 
breedmg so fast 'under the white man's broad sh~eld' 
(as they say) that the thoughtful doubt if there 1s 
any future for the white race there 

Upsettang the Balance 

"How little the wh~te empires reallae what they 
are domg appears from considermg the record of the 
Americans m Porto Rico When we took over the 
~sland, b~r th  and deaths balanced a t  about 26 per 
thousand annually Bemg the world's crack Sam- 
tarians, we presently reduced the death-rate to 18, 
whde under the stimulus of prosperity the birth-rate 
rose to 37 - which would double the lnhab~tants m 
thirty-seven years Population leaped forward un- 
til now the island IS, next to  Java, the most densely 
peopled agricultural regon m the world - nearly 
four hundred to the square mile No wonder hfe is 
getting harder than it was In the old days, when dm- 
ease thmned the people out There are not jobs 
enough to  go round, and sentunent aga~nst the 
profits reaped by non-res~dent cap~tahsts is rap~dly 
rising H a d  we multiplied chances to earn a lmmg 
as fast as we saved lives, the Porto R~cans would 
now find l ~ f e  easler W e  did both, but our samtary 
explo~ts surpassed even our ~ndustrial exploits The 
symptoms of overpopulation are plam Yet the 
Amencan governor does not dare suggest the ob- 
vious remedy - Blrth Control H e  recommends 
that the overflow mgrate  to Santo Dommgo - 
there, of course, to repeat the performance on a new 
stage I" 

"And when Santo Dommgo is full?" 
The whole matter 1s well summanzed m the re- 

mark ( p  98) "The white race 1s today serolng ad a 
mzdwtfe to the black8 and b r o w  " 

As to the exploitation theory, one mgh t  make 
more of the fact that it is difficult, under the reglme 

of contract and without nuhtary force, to exploit 
any class or group that 1s scarce When cooks, for 
example, are scarce and hard to find, no mistress can 
explo~t her cook When cooks are abundant and 
jobs scarce, exploltatlon 1s easy Substitute the 
name of any other occupation for that of cook and 
the above formula IS of universal appl~cation Be- 
fore the masses can be enslaved by the classes, the 
masses must first become the slaves of their own 
sensuality When they are once emanc~pated from 
that slavery, they are automatically emancipated 
from wage slavery, or any slavery that 1s not based 
on mihtary force or ghost fear 

This suggests the one serious criticism which 
m~gh t  be duected agamst the book before us There 
may be such a t h g  as an unbalanced population 
even where there is no general overpopulation This 
IS a by-product of our extreme special~ation and 
m u t e  divislon of labor There may be more teach- 
ers than there are schools I n  that case many teach- 
ers are certain to be unemployed and the chances are 
that all of them wdl be poorly paid The same gen- 
eral remark may be made regarding stenographers, 
lawyers, hodcamers, farmers, ditch diggers, spm- 
ners, weavers, machinists,-members of any special- 
lzed occupation I n  any such case, the members of the 
over-crowded occupation wlll be poor Over-popula- 
t ~ o n  1s an undoubted fact in some old countries whose 
people have never learned to limit the slze of them 
farmlies It is a &stant poss~bd~ty in this country 
Meanwhile, occupational congestion 1s a present 
realitv m everv old countrv of E u r o ~ e  as well as of 
Asia - It 1s a; lmmment possibihty here It 1s the 
~ h a s e  of the ~ o ~ u l a t i o n  auestion w ~ t h  which we 
should, all of ud, 6e mstantli and actively concerned 

Unfortunately, we shall receive no help from cer- 
tam mfluential classes The m~litansts who always 
want plenty of cheap cannon-fodder, and the nar- 
row-minded employerwho thinksthat h ~ s  mcome d 
be increased by an abundant supply of cheap labor, 
wlll be against us Even labor leaders are sometimes 
beguiled mto supportmg cand~dates for high offlce 
who are opposed both to the restnction of unmigra- 
t ~ o n  and to Birth Control If  one were not led to 
p ~ t y  the ignorance of labormg men one might almost 
say that they deserve their poverty for supportmg 
such leaders and cand~dates 

Surely rt w better to  have thrrty-five n z ~ U ~ o l t s  of hwmun 
bangs, badmg w e f d  and rntellqent lrvea, rather than 
forty nfiolts stmggb.ng p a m f d y  for a bare subsrstencc 

-LOUD DEBBY 
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Bir th Control in Germany 

T HE S U B J E C T  of Blrth Control IS now be- 
fore the German pubhc m all earnestness 

Thls IS due very largely to the work of the Bmth 
Control Comrmttee which was founded after Mrs 
Sanger's vmt to Germany a year ago, and to the 
C h c  whlch lt started m July At first ~t was 
thought the cllruc would be private, but when Dr 
Bendix, head physic~an of the Ambulatorium 
( C h c a l  Department) of the Krankenkasse (Sick 
Insurance), jomed the Comrmttee, the work took 
another complexion Three rooms, completely 
equipped, were given by the Ambulatorlum to the 
Comrmttee, free of charge The social worker and 
the tramed nurse were also paid by the Ambula- 
tonurn. Here m blg sunny rooms m one of the 
most densely populated worker's sectlons of Berlm 
-Neukoelln, 13 Schoenstedterstrasse-tbe first 
Blrth Control C h c  m Germany began its work 
From the day ~t opened, it was burdened mth  pa- 
tlents, mostly workmg women One woman physl- 
clan, mamtamed by the Committee, was in charge, 
whde two other women physicians-members of the 
Comrmttee--were for weeks m constant attendance, 
the three physicians bemg occupled for 4 to 5 hours 
at a stretch A t  length an additional woman physl- 
clan was engaged 

The C h c  and the Ress 
The C h c ,  announced m the press, attracted 

mde-spread attention Art~cles appeared m almost 
every leadmg B e r h  paper and a representatwe of 
a Vlennese dady appeared t o  mvestigate it T o  the 
utter surprlse of the Comrmttee, the press greeted 
the venture mth  enthusiasm, only a few of the ex- 
treme natibnahst newspapers pervertmg the facts 
and a l h g  ~t a "nest of abortion" On the whole 
the press spoke of the C h c  as the best and sanest 
method of combattmg the abort~on scourge which 
clam so many unhappy victuns each year m Ger- 
many, and agamst whlch the r i gd  law that makes 
abortlon a penal offense has no d u e n c e  whatever 
The workers' press, especially, gave long write-ups 
of the Clmc and has smce published many articles 
on Bwth Control, whde Professors have suddenly 
appeared m the bourgeois press m defense of the 
subject 

Then a very excellent thmg happened From 
October lst, the Ambulatoriums of the S ~ c k  Insur- 
ance (Krankenkassen) of the city took over the 
Chnical work completely, paymg all expenses, In- 
cluding the physicians, and even the contraceptlve 
methods Not only this, but it opened two other 

C h c a l  departments m other sections of the C I ~ ,  
applymg the same methods as m the first The 
propaganda work, however, remams the task of the 
Birth Control Comrmttee The Cllnlcs are open 
but tmce a week, generally m the late afternoon and 
evemng when working women are free 

New Chid Ventures 

m e n  the Ambulatonwns took over the clmc 
and started two new ones, the Birth Control Com- 
nuttee then went into a th~ckly-populated workers' 
section m Berh-Relmckendorf, and opened a Chn- 
leal Department m the headquarters of the Depart- 
mentof Health, Hauptstrasse-46 Dr MaxHodann, 
who 1s one of the most actwe members of the Commlt- 
tee and c ~ t y  physician, IS in charge, w t h  two assist- 
ants, one pbys~cian and one soclal worker This Clmlc 
IS private, and now furmshes the center for Birth 
Control work m Germany Here the Comrmttee 
gathers complete statistics from all the Clinics and 
Advice Bureaus whose quest~onalres ~t has formu- 
lated, and here ~t carries on research in every kind 
of contraceptive method From this pomt an all- 
German propaganda is planned and a net-work of 
physicians formed to  propagate and further the 
c h c a l  ~ d e a  From here also a two-day Blrth Con- 
trol Conference, with courses in contraceptlve meth- 
ods, was organized for Chnstmas week, only 
physicians being lnvlted to thls conference and 
to attend the courses Apart  from the practical 
demonstration courses, the prehrmnary arrange- 
ments for the precedmg lectures wU cover such 
subjects as the mternatlonal Birth Control move- 
ment, the founding of a c h c ,  the psychological 
effects of Blrth Control methods on women, and so 
on From the Reimckendorf center, also, an at- 
tempt is bemg made to accumulate scientific infor- 
mation on stenhzation, mth the psycholog~cal after- 
effects on women A t  the same time connection 1s 
malntamed m t h  other Bwth Control Chics ,  chlefly 
mth the work of Mrs Sanger m New York, and 
the work of the Sovlet Government 

German Bas= of C h d  Work 
The work m Germany dfiers from the work m 

America from the idealogical viewpomt The prac- 
t~cal  work is the same, however Theoretically, the 
German work stands upon a Marxist, instead of a 
Malthus~an basis The ent~re  Comrmttee, with one 
exception, is composed of practlcmg physicians, ac- 
tlve in the worklng class movement, who are Marx- 
~ s t s  By  thls I mean,--expressed generally and - 
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superficially, that they do not belleve Blrth Control 
alone m11 ever solve the problem of poverty Pov- 
erty mth ~ t s  accompanying evlls 1s to them the re- 
sult of the capitallst system, and mthout the de- 
struction of cap~talism, poverty cannot be de- 
stroyed T o  them, Birth Control is an essential 
health measure, and it gves the right to every 
woman to control her own body as she mshes, In- 
stead of bemg forced to be a breedmg machine for 
factories and armes "Control" to them, as to Mrs 
Sanger and to the Russ~ans, means the right of the 
woman to regulate the size of her family accordmg 
to her desires and possibil~t~es, it means no external 
control Birth Control to them also has far-reach- 
mg psycholog~cal effects, and it has far-reaching 
effects In the struggle of the workmg class for 
e m a n c ~ ~ a t ~ o n  

A 

I I-now there will be n ~ x i ~ y  women and merl in 
Amencn who would disagree wlth the v~ewpo~nt of 
the German work Germany IS not Amenca Ger- 
many is a country where the workmg class 1s a 
power W e  had the choice here of orgawmg a 
Comrmttee of upper-class men and women W e  
t r~ed  it They were filled w ~ t h  "ifs" and "buts" and 
were afraid of then respectability, of their mcomes, 
or of the effects upon the population of the country 
W e  needed a Committee that was a f r a~d  of nothmg 
except the condemnation of the workmg class We 
bulk such a Comm~ttee It does its work in m- 
tensity and determinat~on, ~t meets priests or pro- 
fessors in debate before mass meetings, but it does 
not try to convmce them, ~t merely tries to "finish 
them off''-to the applause of hard-working men 
and women 

U p  to t h ~ s  time the Bund fur Mutterschutz 

(League for Protection of Mothers) a private or- 
ganlzation founded years ago by D r  Helena 
Stocker, a member of the B ~ r t h  Control Comrn~ttee, 
has maintained marrlage and sex advice bureaus, 
where, among other things, contraceptive advice 
was given to women The two advice bureaus of 
this League, m B e r h ,  are now ceoperating mth  
the Birth Control Commttee 

A special word must also be s a ~ d  for the Advice 
Bureau of this League in Frankfurt am Main The 
work done there is very excellent, from 20 to 50 
women vlsiting the center on each of its two recelv- 
mg days in the week The women, however, are not 
examined or fitted in this center They are sent to 
certam co-operating physicians for the thmgs they 
need-contraceptlve means, stenhzation, or, when 
medical demands just~fy, for abort~ons The work 
is under the dwection of D r  Herta Riese, who has 
one woman physic~an assistant and a social worker 
D r  R~ese  has proved herself a fearless and tlreless 
worker Slrmlar work, but on a smaller scale, is 
bemg done m the adv~ce centers of this League in 
Hamburg and Stuttgart and two or three other 
ches  

The future work of the Blrth Control Commt- 
tee will be to study all work slrmlar to ~ t s  own, to 
co-operate or co-ord~nate where poss~ble or neces- 
sary, to start or inspire clmcs where none exist, and 
to  spread the idea of Birth Control throughout Ger- 
many The secretary of the Comm~ttee 1s Frau D r  
Martha Ruben-Wolf, Berlmerstrasse 129, Berlm- 
Niederschoeneweide, Germany All correspon- 
dence regardmg the work should be addressed to 
D r  Max Hodann, 34 Wiesenerstr 34, Berhn- 
Tempelhof 

Birth Control in Russia 
Two Years of the First Birth Control Clinic in Leningrad 

I N JANUARY, 1926, I made a Report to the 
Scient~fic Society of Maternity and Infant Wel- 

fare m Lenmgrad, where I offered, as a mensure 
against the growmg number of abortions, the foun- 
dat~on of Birth Control Clinics at  the already exist- 
mng 21 Maternity and Infant Welfare Centers m 
Lemngrad These were to fulfill the follomng 
practical problems 

1 To help with advlce and dnection any woman 
who ought not or does not want for some reasons to 
become pregnant, and 

2 To give the necessary advlce to those who msh 
to become mothers, but for certain reasons could not 
become pregnant 

Although among the cl~ents of the Blrth Control 
Clinic women of the last category mll always be m 
an lns~gnlficant mmonty, t he~ r  mterests cannot be 
neglected 

Bes~des these practical problems, there is n great 
task standing before the B ~ r t h  Control C l ~ n ~ c  -to 
find out by numerous observations of the use of con- 
traceptive measures, the real exped~ency and effi- 
clency of each one of them Till now this question 
has not been studled here at  all from a sc~entlfic pomt 
of view 

The Section of Matern~ty and Infant Welfare of 
the Health Department of Leningrad approved the 
idea of starting such an establishment 
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The f i s t  Birth Control Clmc m Lerlmgrad, and 
evidently for whole Russia, was opened m February, 
1926, a t  the 15th Matemty  and Infant Welfare 
Center a t  Wasslly Ostrov 

One of the physicians for prenatal consultations, 
m t h  the help of a midmfe, gave information a t  
special hours Every woman who asked for contra- 
ceptive advice had to  undergo a careful gynecolog- 
ical exarmnation to decide on the advantage in the 
present case of applymg a certam contraceptive 
measure Several methods were recommended When 
ordered to use one of these methods the patient 
learned there and then to apply it under the direc- 
tion of the midwife After that she was asked to 
come again m a week to  be controlled in having 
rightly carried out mtructions The effect of the 
contraceptive measures was verded by inquiries dur- 
mg following visits at  home by special health visitors 
and by forwarding special questionnaires m sealed 
envelopes 

Vrsitors to the Chic 
I n  the year 1926, the Birth Control Clinic was vis- 

ited by 140 women, in 1927 by 350, and m January- 
March, 1928 by 140 women The small number of 
visitors a t  the beg.mnnmg was due to the fact that the 
population knew very little of the existence and the 
purposes of the consultation Starting a new work, 
we avoided too large advertismg and confined our- 
selves to the mformation of the local Abortion Com- 
mittee, the Tubercular and Venerologlcal Dis- 
pensaries and some other mtitutions A t  the prop- 
er time, we directed there also the mothers from the 
Infant Consultation As  the number of our clients 
grew, from the year 1928 the Reception hours were 
held twice a week 

The origmality of the problem before the Birth 
Control C h c  reqwred a special form for the ques- 
tionnaire The questionnaire, originally offered by 
me, was examined by a special medical commission, 
a httle altered and filled up  

The majority of our chents m the Birth Control 
Cllmc are women, aged from 20 to 30 years, 67 per 
cent, 88 per cent of them hve m registered marriage 
and 12 per cent in unregstered Though the pre- 
vailing majority is literate, some of them-14 per 
cent have finished High School and 29 per cent Mid- 
dle School Only 8 per cent were not educated a t  all 
According to thew social position, 50 per cent of 
them are women-workers and workers' mves, 30 per 
cent women employees, and employees' wives, 9 per 
cent women students and students' mves When 
classified by their monthly income (the earning of 
the husband, of the mfe, or of both of them) 50 per 
cent of the families got 50 to 100 roubles per month 
Taklng into consideration that 88 per cent of the 
women comng for advice had children (1, 2, 3 or 

more) it becomes qmte clear why they msh to pre- 
vent conception 

Out of 630 women seekmg for mformation 57 (9  
per cent) had used contraceptive measures before 
That proves once more that among women badly 
provided and of low cultured classes, contraceptive 
measures are very httle known What did they do 
then to escape an unwanted child' They resorted to 
abortion Out of 630 women, 280 (44 4 per cent) 
had already nuscarried, 105 of them only once, 75, 
twice, 45, three times, 33, four, and 22 five times and 
more Therefore we thmk that a mde advertismg 
of the Birth Control Clmic, as an Institution for 
helpmg women to escape unwanted maternity 1s 
very important 

When composmg the questionnaire for Birth Con- 
trol we included several question concermng the 
sexual life of the woman W e  thought it necessary 
to collect materials of that sort, because till now this 
side of women's life has not been studied well enough 
Unfortunately our mformation is full of blanks, 
partly because these questions are an intrusion Into 
the mtimate llfe of women, about which one gener- 
ally does not speak, partly because the surroundmgs 
where these question were put did not always dis- 
pose to plam answers 

At any rate, we could certify that the majority of 
our clients began their sexual life more or less early, 
that is 44 per cent before 20 years, 41 per cent from 
20 to 24 years and 15 per cent after 25 years The 
frequency of sexual relations was reported only by 
430 women The majority, 72 per cent, had them 
2 or 3 times a week, 14 per cent considerably less 
(once a week, once or tmce a month) and only 13 5 
per cent very often (three, five, SIX, seven times a 
week) The question "have you a deslre for sexual 
relations(" was answered as "seldom" in 14 per cent 
and as "never" in 6 per cent of cases 

Why Many Mamages F d  

The follomng question "Do you feel any satisfac- 
tion after them?" was answered as "seldom" in 34 
per cent and as "never" in 9 Der cent of cases * L 

However poor our information may be, we do not 
regret having put these questions about the sexual 
llfe of the woman There is a considerable number 
of women, who do not recelve satisfaction in their 
sexual llfe The so-called "sexual coldness" is the 
reason of many conjugal catastrophes Therefore 
every separate case of sexual coldness by women 
must be carefully examined, because the fixing of its 
reason and origin can serve as basis for medical 
advice 

Thus according to our convlctlon a new domain of 
practical work is opening before the Birth Control 
Clinic, untouched till the present tlme Surely 

(Cont~nued on page 94) 
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Do Women Want Children? 
The Experience of the Clinical Research Bureau Proves That They Do. 

An Englrsh physscaan recently stated thot among the weU-to-do "babwx are agam m fashwn " 
Such a statement M flrppant and dwregards the fact that among normal momen at rc not faxhaon nor whnn 
whwh dwtates an the matter of beanng chaldren, but ecollomw and health con.wkratwns Chddren hoac 
always been wa faahon but women msh t o  hove thew cluMrm prepared for and welcome Whut they denre 
18 to gsve them a good start wa lafe, a healthy mother a d  a surtabk lunne Eudeme of thu w p e n  by 
repllex to a qwstwnnoare recently sent out by the Clvnrcal Research Bureau to former patwnts An almost 
startlang proportwn of the repbes gave aa the reason for not vasatvng the Bureau, the dwcatamunce of 
contraceptave measures m order to hove another chdd We present m summary a few coses taken f r m  the 
records of w o r n  of dl classes, both prosperow and poor 

Phnning her Family plies She says "For financial as well as health reasons, 
children would have been a burden sooner Now our baby 

Mrs A twenty-five years old, when first seen, was ten who was planned for IS a joy If no successful contracep- 
months marned and suffering a nervous breakdown follow- 

tlVe had been found, our would have been null 
ing a spontaneous mlscarnage She had a perlod of sev- and void Many thanks for the help you have pven me " 
era1 months' rest and recovery, then discontinued, because 
she "wished to have a child" She intends that all her chil- 
dren shall be planned, for she wntes "I appreciate just how 
much your method has done for me and whlle I am not 
using i t  just a t  present shall certainly continue to do so 
after the b ~ r t h  of my chlld, whlch I wanted Under the clr- 
cumstances, it 1s not necessary for me t o  report back to you 
untd I shall need your servlces again, which will probably 
be in the summer or early fall " 

Wcllingly Taking a Rwk 
Mrs B , mfe of a carpenter, 1s another who has taken a 

risk She has a deformed pelvls When she was first seen 
she was twenty-elght years old and had had twins by 
Caesanan sectlon, one of whom dled Now, after almost 
three years of Blrth Control, she is plannmg another preg- 
nancy and looks forward without dread to another Caesar- 
Ian section Fnends and famlly were opposed but she 
"wanted a fanuly" 

The Blessing of Contracepaon 
Mrs C twenty-SIX years old, newly marrled to an in- 

tenor decorator and herself a social worker, had no press- 
m g  financial problems though she was not rich, when she 
came first to the Chnlcal Research Bureau But she was 
a cardiac and the doctor warned her to "be careful" For 
three years she used contraceptive methods, built up her 
nerves and general strength, then resolved to take a risk 
Some one had told her that "people who use Birth Control 
can never become pregnant" so she was a l~t t le  worried 
Her worries were soon dissipated however, for in a month 
she became pregnant Her baby is now several months old 
and she has returned to the Bureau for contraceptwe sup- 

The Wanted Baby 
Mrs D twenty-seven years old, the mfe of a man earn- 

ing $38 00 a week and already the mother of four children, 
has a goitre whch grows worse a t  each pregnancy After 
more than two years of Blrth Control she declded to have 
another child She wntes "I have had an increase m my 
famlly and can't really tell you what it means to me t o  be 
able to have a httle one when we are ready and anxlous for 
one, to be able to plan and look forward mth so much love 
and pleasure to the b ~ r t h  of a wanted httle baby Further- 
more she is the best baby I ever saw or heard of, has always 
enjoyed the best of health and is as  good as gold, has taken 
the bottle entirely since three weeks old and is now two 
months old " 

Good Reasons for Delay 
Mrs F 1s another Inshwoman, who when she was first 

known was suffering from anemia Besides that she was 
the wage-earner whlle her husband was finlshlng his course 
as a medical student After two years of Birth Control she 
writes "I have dscont~nued and there is a baby comlng " 
She adds "Had there been a baby before, my husband who 
was a dental student would have had to leave college My 
own health 1s much improved and I am fit now t o  become a 
mother, my doctor says " 

'1 Want another Baby" 
"Not now no more, because I want another baby" wntes 

CathohcMrs E lnanswertothequestionwhethershelsustng 
contraceptives Nevertheless she used them for a year and 
plans to come agaln to the Bureau when t h s  chdd 1s born. 
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When first known to the Bureau, she wan a woman of thirtg- 
two, had senous utenne, ovanan and bladder trouble and 
had three hnng  chlldren (oldest four years) and two dead 
She IS a janltress and her husband a porter who earns 
$30 00 a week 

Handicaps Overcome 
Mrs G 's lunga and uterus were her reasons for coming 

t o  the Bureau She wan twenty-me years old, a httle over 
two years marned and had had one stlll birth and two 
spontaneous mscarnages Her  husband's lncome was 
good ($7,500 a year) and after a year of treatment and 
rest her doctor felt that she could carry a cluld to term 
So she has &scontlnued, "because I mshed t o  become 
pregnant " 

Ready when Health Permztted 
Mrs H , twenty-three years old, was suffenng from low 

bloodpressure, anema and uterme trouble Her husband 
earned $160 00 a month and she was just marned when 
she came to the Bureau She walted only a matter of 
months to budd up She wrltes "I dlscontlnued because 
my health has Improved and I w~sh to have a chlld" 

Prompt Success 
Mrs I ,  twenty-five years old, whose lungs were threat- 

ened four years ago, had a t  that t ~ m e  two chldren, one SIX 

months old and the other twenty-sur months Her husband 
earned $30 00 a week Her card reads ln October, 1928 
"Had a baby three months ago, pregnancy planned, con- 
ce~ved immelately " She has returned for re-examlnatlon 
and supphes 

Ready for the Szxth 
Mrs K , thirty-five years old was not a poor woman, but 

she was a slck woman and was canng for a tlny baby, the 
last of three lwe births and two mlscarnages, when she was 
seen first In 1925 She used Blrth Control for three years 
and a half thereby "freemg her marned life from tension" 
and she is now "most happily pregnant"-for the sixth 
t m e  

A Courageous Mother 
Mrs N thlrty years old, the mfe of a tool maker who 

earned $35 00 a .peek, was the mother of a baby a few 
months old and had had five spontaneous mlscarnages In 
her elght years of marnage when she came to the Bureau in 
1926 She wntes In October 1928 "I am malhng you 
my small annual donatlon as  I mll not be calhng a t  your 
place for qulte some time I am three months pregnant 
and not through any flaw in your wonderful Idea but just 
because, thanks to your advlce, I want another baby Please 
keep me on your records as I mean to take advantage of 
your service agam if everything comes out alnght " 

Not Daunted by Lack of Wealth 
Mrs L twenty-e~ght years old, marned when she war 

In need of treatment for utenne trouble and was suffenng 
from general deblhty She came to the Bureau soon after 
marnage, had &cal care and used contraceptlves for 
elghteen months She now wntes that-ln splte of the fact 
that her husband earns less than $25 00 a week-she has 
"dlscontlnued and 1s expectmg confinement" 

"Much Happier" 
Mrs M ,  thrty-seven years old, 1s amply provlded for 

When she came to the Bureau In 1925, she had three hnng  
chlldren4fficult and dangerous blrths, because her pelvls 
was narrow - and she had had three spontaneous mls- 
carnages She wntes m 1929 that, In splte of the extra 
hazards of chld h r t h  In her case, after two years buddrng 
up  she dmontmued contraception and "we have a httle 
daughter eleven months old whom we arranged for and 
wanted" "We are" she adds, "much happler and free 
from fear We cannot thank you enough for your help, to 
whlch we owe everything " 

Mra 0 whose husband earns $5,000 a year, when she 
first asked adnce was suffenng a nervous breakdown She 
had been marned three years and had one baby She wntes 
now that she IS "havmg another chlld and will return after 
~t 1s born for contraceptive supplres " Of Birth Control 
she says that ~t has made her "married hfe happ~er be- 
cause there has been no uncertainty '' 

Plannzng for Best lnterests of Both 
Mrs P belongs to the prosperous rmddle class Be- 

tween them, husband and mfe earn well over $100 00 a 
week At the tlme she came to the Bureau In 1926 she was 
twenty-elght years old, had been marned over a year, was 
In ill health and her doctor wanted to lnsure freedom from 
pregnancy untd she was restored She used contraceptwes 
for twenty-mne months then lscont~nued in her own words, 
"because we mshed to have a ch~ld " She adds "Birth Con- 
trol had allowed us to plan our hves In accordance mth  
the best Interests of both We have both been work~ng so as 
to have more for the event we are lookmg forward to " 

"A Mental Blessing" 
Mrs R ,  who came to the Bureau three years ago, and 

whose lncome was much less than half of Mrs P 's, was 
twenty-seven years old and was suffermg from anemla, 
but from the begnning announced her mtentlon of having 
children In  reply to the questionnaire In 1929 she re- 
ported that she had dlscontlnued precautions because she 
was much stronger and now "des~red pregnancy" Birth 
Control, she stated, had m the three years Interval been 
"a mental blessing" 
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ANTHROPOLOGY AND MODERN LIFE,  by Franz 
Boas, Ph D W W Norton and Company, New 
York 246 pp , $3 00 

THE past quarter century has seen a very notable m- 
crease In popular Interest ~n human and soc~al orlpns 

Man has always been cunous about h~mself, but ~t 1s only 
q u ~ t e  recently that he has had a cultural background wh~ch 
emphas~zed a naturahst~c, as over agamst a morahst~c or 
p ~ e t ~ s t ~ c  approach to humamst~c study The anthropolo- 
@st, of course, takes a purely natural h~story vlew of man's 
o r q p  and of h ~ s  nature He sees man as very largely a 
creature of convent~on, thmk~ng the thoughts of his sc- 
c~e ty  and of h ~ s  soma1 class, feelmg and reactmg In ways 
generally thought "proper" and re-echomg the economlc, 
poht~cal, moral and aesthet~c judgments wh~ch h ~ s  cul- 
tural se t t~ng has pven hlm At the same tune he makes 
allowance for ~ndmdual  vanat~on as a source of change 
and cultural d~fferent~at~on Smce the anthropologxt 
takes all mankmd and all cultures a t  all t~mes and places 
as hu  subject matter, he may be presumed to arnve a t  a 
rlpe understandmg of the general aspects of man's vaned 
solut~ons of perenn~al problems 

In the above work, Professor Boas has brought together 
h ~ s  matured reflections on a few of the major problems 
of the hour He wntes bt~efly on the quest~on of raclal 
equahty, race m~xture, nat~onahsm and race, eugemcs, 
cnmlnology, cultural stabhty, educat~on and the poss~b~l- 
~ t y  of controll~ng cultural evolut~on He wntes as an essay- 
1st w~thout encumbenng h ~ s  pages w ~ t h  the outward em- 
dences of scholarly research He  often speaks po~ntedly 
and mth an alr of finallty He 1s thus able to touch on 
many moot matters m a few pages It may, therefore, be 
doubted whether he has always made h s  poslt~on ent~rely 
clear He seems a t  tmes to fall mto self-contrad~ct~ons. 
hm style 1s often jerky and unfin~shed, and the sequence of 
thought IS somet~mes far  from clear HIS most ~nteres t~ng 
chapters deal mth "The Problem of Race", "Eugemcs", 
and "Educat~on", but sprinkled throughout are mterestlng 
observat~ons and reflect~ons 

FEANK H HANKINS 

HEALTH AND WEALTH, by L I Dublm Harper 
and Bros , New York 

0 U T  of a rather compact group of figures, jugglmg 
them w~th  the stat~st~clan's dextenty, Dubhn makes 

a great many assumpt~ons, and denves doctnnes that are 
In places amazlng, and In others provok~ng The book 1s 
essent~ally a collect~on of essays selected from varlous ad- 
dresses that the author dehvered dunng the past three or 
four years Many of these are techn~cal stud~es ma~nly 
concerned w~th  the economlc value of human hfe Some of 

the subjects d~scussed are the population quest~on, tubercu- 
los~s, cancer, old age, and prohlb~t~on 

Among h ~ s  starthng assert~ons IS one statmg that we 
are spendmg only fifty-nme cents per c a p ~ t a  per year for 
chdd health work and $100 per year per pup11 for educa- 
tlon of the chdd Every year our slckness b ~ l l  In lost wages 
and reduced product~on amounts t o  two and a quarter 
bdhons of dollars Par t  of t h s  IS d~stnbuted among 
150,000 doctors whose lncomes are a httle over $3,000 a 
year as an average, 50,000 dentrsts, 140,000 nurses, and 
200,000 orderhes and general hosp~tal helpers 

The renewer IS temperamentally md~sposed t o  measur- 
mg the value of human l ~ f e  ~n dollars and cents, and ~t 1s 
grat~fymg to read the confess~on of the author that he IS 

purely a techn~c~an I suppose the book m11 find ~ t s  read- 
mg pubhc from among those who are interested In an 
ar~thmet~cal treatme on human hfe 

As a technman, he makes statesments wh~ch fall exceed- 
mgly short of the truth when cons~dered m them fuller and 
more humane aspect Thus he says that "the cost of bnng- 
zng up a chdd may be looked upon as capital ~nvested for 
our future needs " Such a vlew of parental-filtal relat~on- 
s h ~ p  IS, to say the least, unfortunate He speaks w ~ t h  
almost puer~le emot~onal~sm about the quest~on of B ~ r t h  
Control In the follomng sentences "And what 1s the usual 
effect on the spmtual llfe of those who, through cont~nued 
control, keep then famhes down to a m~serly m~n~mum? 
Thls 1s probably the most senous smgle consequence of the 
current fash~on that ~t robs those who ~ndulge In ~t of 
the greatest of all blessmgs and the source of deepest In- 
sp~ration-namely, a fanuly to prov~de for and t o  h e  for " 
He should add, "and keep In a state of unendmg economlc 
and spmtual poverty " 

I t  1s unfortunate that a techmaan should cons~der these 
problems a t  all HIS duty 1s to present arithmetical tables 
of s t a t ~ s t ~ c s  and data, and pernut those who can, to peer 
more deeply mto them and express them judgment out of 
them 

Moaars H KAHN, M D 

T H E  NEW MORALITY, by Durant Drake, Professor of 
Philosophy, Vassar College Macmlllan New York 
$2 50 

HIS 1s a provocat~ve book one that ought to breed 
Tmany others 1x1 h s  hkeness One would Me, for 1,- 

stance, to d~scuss a t  length Professor Drake's herolc ar- 
ra~gnment of the jealous~es and fears wh~ch, along wlth 
overpopulat~on and some lesser horrors, lead t o  the ultl- 
mate tragedy of war, but h m ~ t a t ~ o n  of space forb~ds 

By "new morahty", D r  Drake means "a morahty basmg 
~tself sohdly upon obsewatlon of the results of conduct", 
mth the maxlmum of human happmess as ~ t s  a m  D r  
Drake, makmg no clam of novelty, has simply stated the 
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progresswe, hberal poslt~on, readably and connnclngly 
I n  h ~ s  analysls of Purltan fallacies, he states one doc- 

tnne  whmh, ~f mdely understood, would go far  t o  remove 
the bllghtlng traces of ascet~clsm stdl mth us “Sacrifice 
1s not des~rable for ~ t s  own sake, but only when ~t 1s neces- 
sary to obtatn a greater good, the sacrifice must be@t 
somebody, o r  ~t 1s sheer loss and w~cked cruelty" And 
here 1s another statement, drawn from the author's good 
sense and deep humamty, whlch ought to be broadcast 
throughout the world "Instead of ralhng a t  dworce, let us 
rall a t  an educat~onal system whlch has left people to grope 
bhndly mth these d15cult problems of love and parent- 
hood " 

But 1s not the author's plea for B ~ r t h  Control rather 
too hesitant? All that he says on the matter 1s good and 
worth saymg, h ~ s  attack on "~rrespons~ble parenthood" 1s 
well done, what he wntes of a posslble "matermty endow- 
ment" IS part~cularly mse and suggestwe, the book can 
have none but a good effect Only-he rmght have sald 
so much more I Surely one who can so v~gorously denounce, 
for ~nstance, the ~mped~ments t o  free speech and a free 
press, could have used the same force m s t a t ~ n g  the case 
for legahzed contracept~on The B ~ r t h  Control Issue 1s 
clearcut There 1s no longer cause for hes~tatlon , the cla~ms 
of Bmth Control advocates are substantiated by all the 
sclent~fic research wh~ch has ever been dlrected toward socl- 
ology and economics and the sexual hfe 

However, "The New Morahty" IS the work of a keen 
braln whlch has looked a t  our confused world wlth courage 
and understandmg, and has found ~t worth whlle to hold 
fast to hlgh vlslons born of t h ~ s  twentieth century 

THRASYMACHUS OR T H E  FUTURE OF MORALS, 
By C E M Joad E P Dutton & Company, New 
York 

F ROM the vlewpomt of the reader perhaps the first re- 
qulrement of any wnter 1s t o  be readable Thls essen- 

t ~ a l  1s amply fulfilled by Mr Joad m h ~ s  contnbut~on, 
Thrasymachus, to E P Dutton's "Today and Tomorrow 
Senes" of small, stlmulatlng and Inexpenswe books 
Thrasymachus, l~ke the other books In thls senes, 1s easy to 
read It focuses on one Idea and ~t keep the focus through- 
out As fnends of Plato wdl remember Thrasymachus 
was the msagreeable young man who broke m on the dm- 
cusslon of the nature of Justlce mth the ~ d e a  that Justlce 
1s the ~nterest of the stronger Mr Joad develops t h ~ s  text 
In a vanety of human relat~onsh~ps, soclal, economlc and 
rehglous, gomg so far  as to ma~ntaln that, "morahty, m 
general, 1s the mterest of the stronger " 

"Man, then," he says, "IS made moral by law, he 1s not 
moral by nature," and he proceeds to pomt out conclu- 
slvely that ~t IS the stronger who In them own mterest make 
the laws 

Many of Mr  Joad's polnts are barbed wlth a bon mot 
such as, "God, ~t seems, 1s cheaper than a hvlng wage, and 

no less effectwe as a means of secunng soclal contentment," 
or, "The man who 1s defic~ent m talent can make up for ~t 
In vlrtue, and by assunng hlmself that God's noblest work 
1s an honest man, put brams and capac~ty In thew proper 
place " One can lmagme the author rellshlng h ~ s  phrases, 
but the reader also finds them palatable, even when he 
hsagrees 

As wlth most modem disputants of morals, Mr Joad 
spends the greater part  of h ~ s  effort on sex Marnage, 
dworce, fenumsm, each do them turn, but B ~ r t h  Control 
takes the centre of the stage 

Mr Joad even appears momentanly to drop his r81e of 
verbal carlcatunst when he approaches thls ~mportant 
toplc and faces the future wlth the comlc mask partially lald 
aslde 

"That the pract~ce of B~rth-Control 1s hkely to In- 
crease," he says, "there can, I thmk, be no reasonable 
doubt The advantages of B ~ r t h  Control to the m- 
dlvldual are so obvlous that few wlll refuse to avad them- 
selves of the knowledge whlch the State, ~n the persons of 
the medical o5cers In charge of ~nfan t  welfare centres, a t  
present mthholds, whlle the &advantages to the com- 
mumty of a system under whlch the lower strata proliferate 
unchecked, whlle the upper and m~ddle classes barely keep 
up thew numbers and the except~onal man who has the 
talent and energy to cl~mb from one stratum Into another 
finds ~t necessary t o  stenllze hlmself In the process, wdl, 
In the shape of a rap~dly detenoratmg populat~on, force 
themselves upon the notlce of even the most p~ous 
B ~ r t h  Control has come t o  stay,  ~t has also knocked the 
bottom out of what 1s called sexual moral~ty " "We 
are m, then, for a wave of Purltanlsm on the one hand com- 
bmed mth the poss~blhty of a new l~berty of actlon on the 
other What w~ll be the outcome 2'' 

Whlle we do not agree wholly mth Mr  Joad as to h ~ s  
p~cture  of the outcome, bemg In fact considerably a t  odds 
mth hlm, we r e c o m n d  Thrasqmachus heart~ly to our 
readers as an evemng's compamon "In such a world," 
says Mr Joad, "those who thmk the least have the best of 
~t " Yet he makes us thmk enjoyably Thrasymachus 1s 
a book that makes you feel mtelhgent , you wlll w~sh to loan 
~t t o  your fnends-and to your enemles 

T H E  PULSE OF PROGRESS, by Ellsworth Hunt~ngton 
Scrlbners New York 320 pp Pnce $5 00 

E the publ~catlon of hls "Chmate and Clv~hzatlon," SIhc (Thlrd Ed~tlon) and "The Character of Races," ~t 
must be ev~dent to many persons that Professor Huntmg- 
ton of Yale fills a very Important posltlon In the B ~ r t h  
Control movement As a result of years of travel and re- 
search In the sclence of geography, he supphes much valu- 
able evldence for Blrth Control 

In so far  as "The Pulse of Progress," 1s a summary of 
many of hls other books, much that 1s sald In thm book, has 
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already been s a ~ d  better and w ~ t h  interesting detad by Pro- 
fessor Hunt~ngton In other books, espec~ally the two books 
referred to above Anyone who has read these two books 
knows what a very interestmg wnter Professor Hantmg- 
ton IS and they also know that a mind as actwe as this 
author's always has much new evidence to produce And 
there IS much new evidence in t h ~ s  latest book 

"All h~story," says Professor Hunt~ngton, "IS a record 
of pulsations One of the main tasks of h~story- 
perhaps the greatest-is to expla~n why nat~ons o r  smaller 
communrties constantly undergo such pulsat~ons " The 
author explams these pulsat~ons In terms of c h a t ~ c  con- 
&t~ons, r ac~a l  mherrtance, cultural development, and p o p  
ulat~on pressure The factor upon which both pulsat~ons 
and the d~stnbution of c~v~hzation are most dependent in 
the last analys~s IS chmate C h a t e s  change, accordlug 
t o  Professor Hunt~ngton, and a change for the better or 
for the worse, IS a throw forward or a throw backward, as 
the case may be When the cl~mate becomes bad, the crops 
become bad, populat~on pressure IS mtens~fied, the race 
degenerates, development ceases and culture decays With 
the decay of culture comes the much talked-about depop- 
ulation But there is one important fact in the fall of 
c~vihzations which many do not appreciate, that IS the fact 
that overpopulation always precedes depopulation, and 
that overpopulat~on ult~mately results in depopulat~on 
Therefore, the best way t o  stave off depopulation is to 
prevent overpopulation 

In  the chapter entitled "The Handcap of Poor Land," 
Professor Huntmgton shows how poverty and large fam- 
~ h e s  go together "The poorer the land the greater the 
number of chddren. T h ~ s  suggests a very &stmct mnfenor- 
~ t y  on the part of the poorer farmers They apparently 
permit themselves to have large fam~hes, when they know 
that the children are going to be a burden and cannot be 
well educated or well provlded for Perhaps this wdl 
change when Birth-Control IS well understood " 

The problem of m ~ g r a t ~ o n  IS a part  of the problem of 
populat~on, and In the chapter on "agrat ions  In the 
Un~ted States," Professor Hunt~ngton, ~n using "Who's 
Who" as a basis for companng the value of immigrants 
from abroad, shows that there are many more lmmgrants 
In "Who's Who" from countnes of northern and western 
Europe than from southern and eastern Europe For  in- 
stance, there IS not a smgle country In northern and western 
Europe wh~ch has not, in "Who's Who", more than twenty 
mumgrants per 95,100 populat~on m t h ~ s  country, wh~le 
on the other hand, there IS not a angle country in southern 
and eastern Europe which has more than twenty mum- 
grants m "Who's Who" per 95,100 populat~on m tlus 
country 

In  other parts of "The Pulse of Progress," Professor 
Hunt~ngton speaks of the steril~zation and dysgenic effects 
of cities, of the tragedy of farmmg, in that the more ener- 
g e t ~ c  migrate to the cities and become sterile, so to speak, 
whde the dullards remain on the farm and multr~lv thew 

pendent upon cllmate, of the t ~ m e  when Rome was forced 
t o  mport food, of the s~milanty of the chmates of anc~ent 
Athens and present-day south-eastern England, of the 
introduct~on of slaves into Rome, of the blonde mvaders 
of ancient Greece, of the most ~mportant soc~al t r a ~ t s ,  of 
thousands of m~grat~ons for better lands, of the quaht~es 
that budd c~vlhzation, of the fact that chmate IS the most 
~mportant factor m developmg the human bram, of the 
overpopulat~on of the Israeht~es and the Chmese, of the 
dysgemc efFects of the Russian Revolution, and, lastly, be 
pncks the ul t ra-opt~m~st~c bubble of bel~ef that the Artics 
and the Trop~cs  w111 be able to adequately supply the 
hungry world mth food 

GUY I Bnacx 

L E  BETAIL HUMAIN, by Victor Marguentte Ernest 
Flammarion, P a n s  

L E BETAIL HUMAIN" (The Human Cattle), the sec- 
ond of the tnlogy "Vers Le Bonheur" (Toward 

Happmess), contmues the growth of Spinta  Arelh begun 
m "Ton Corps est a To?' (Your Body is Yours) Where- 
as, Spinta was a buffeted and mtegral part  of soc~ety In 
the first volume, she now begms t o  nse out of the mass and 
surveys the panorama 

Her "companion", smce the word "lover" has such a 
tabloid-journal~stic tmt, whom we recognize as Pierre 
Bermer, who helped her in the law case of the first volume, 
dies and leaves Spmta broken and desolately sad T o  fill 
the cup to the brim, the baby fo~sted upon her by the attack 
of a ddletante, and left by her a t  the Assistance Pubhque, 
also &es and thus only Spmta's momentum carrles her on 
She becomes an ass~stant to an assoc~ation wh~ch helps 
famihes in which b~rths  occur a t  regular ~ntervals There 
she sees the mane growth of cannon-fodder and the super- 
s t ~ t ~ o n  aga~nst  the obv~ous truth Number agamst qual- 
~ t y ,  env~ronment s t~gma on the new born - "Le Beta11 
Humam" 1 She meets a co-worker, a Macadoman, whose 
make-up helps her regam a hold on hfe But Spmta does 
not have the res~stance, physically, t o  mew the mtense suf- 
fenng of a people, and after a breakdown, she becomes 
secretary t o  a great cap~talist and manufacturer Her  
education In the power and meamng of money begins- 
ad nauseum-nsing to a climax when she overhears the 
conversation between two famous chem~sts m the office of 
her employer on a new lethal gas wh~ch wdl have extraor&- 
nary effects In the declmat~on of manlund m tune of war 

So, Spinta IS again alone, but as the book closes, she has 
found the companionship of the Macedoman The two are 
nemng the unve~hng of a monument to War-dead, w~th  the 
mob cheenng the bands, the ghstenng bayonets, the tramp- 
mg solders But the two are undergomg the subtle chem- 
~ c a l  change wh~ch draws two into one 

Upon the complet~on of the two volumes, one wonders 
what mpulses have goaded people to hurl the ep~thets of - - - 

''obscene1 ~ o r n o e r a ~ h r c  l~teraturel" on the works of M a r  
a " - A 

lund rap~dly,  of the fact that health and energy are de- gueritte H~s to ry  repeats ~tself, and one can only answer 
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these shouted bana~tles by quoting a few hnes from the 
great Naturahst Zola "For me there are no obscene works, 
there are only poorly conceived and poorly executed ones 
Our analyses can no longer be obscene from the moment 
that they become sc~ent~fic and contnbute a document "* 
Furthermore, those who, sincerely o r  not, belleve Mar- 
guentte to be pornographic, probably have never seen a 
work wh~ch could be so styled, othemse they would be 
unable to even venture the thought 

Marguer~tte has been and IS wntmg documents And 
never are any of them tlnged mth anythmg a t  wh~ch we 
mght  feel d~sgusted ~f we are c o p z a n t  of them meanlng 
We owe profound grat~tude to a man of h ~ s  cahber and his 
a b h t y  t o  devote hlmself t o  bnngmg to hght and a ~ r ,  shades 
and colors wh~ch elust In hfe, but whlch on account of cus- 
tom, hypocrisy, we are not always pleased to admt  as facts 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

LIVING INDIA, by Save1 Zlmand, Longmans, Green and Co . 
New York $3 00 

THE P ~ Y ~ H O L O G Y  OP THE ADOLESCENT, by Leta S Hol- 
hngsworth, D Appleton & Co , New York $2 50 

SOME PRESENT-DAY PROBI~MS, (Journal of the Natlonal 
Institute of Soc~al Sc~ences), F W Faxon Co , Boston, 
Mass 

THE CHANGING FAMILY, by George Walter Flske, Harper 
Bros , New York $2 25 

DOMESTIC DISCORD, by Ernest R Mowrer, U n ~ v  of 
Chlcago, Press, Chlcago, Illlno~s $3 00 

HUNGER FIGHTERS, ;by Paul de K N I ~ ,  Harcourt, Brace 
and Co , New York 

T o  THE PURE, by Morns L Ernst and W~lliam Seagle, 
V~lung Press, New York $3 00 

RECENT GAINS IN AMERICAN CIVILIZATION, by K ~ r b y  Page, 
Harcourt, Brace & Co , New York 

A DOCTOR'S LETTERS TO EXPECTANT PARENTS, W W 
Norton, New York $1 76 

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF YOUTH, by Jessica G Cosgrave, 
Doubleday, Doran, New York $2 00 

TEE DOCTOR LOOKS AT MARRIAGE AND MEDICINE, Joseph 
Collms, M D , Doubleday, Doran, New York $3 00 

E P Dutton and Co have published on thls slde, Nor- 
man Hame's recent book "Some More Med~cal Vlews of 
B r t h  Control " Unfortunately In order t o  make the book 
mallable under our restr~ctlve federal law, all descrlptron 
of methods-a feature wh~ch greatly added to the value of 
the Engllsh edlt~on-has had to be cut out The book 1s 
dedicated to Margaret Sanger "the great-hearted pioneer, 
who has done so much for the advancement of clv~l~zatlon 
and the Increase of human health and happiness " We 
hope t o  e v e  our readers a fuller account of this ~mportant 
book in a conung Issue 

Periodical Notes 
T w ,  the national weekly newspaper, pubhshed a t  

Cleveland, makes the following comment on Judge Ewlngs' 
ac t~on  

Naturally enough, Judge Emng's unconventional be- 
hanor  on the bench not only created one of the b~ggest 
stones of the week but aroused fierce debate Absurd 
though ~t may be to contemplate enforcement of Blrth 
Control, most observers c r d t e d  the Cleveland judge wlth 
having ralsed, sharply, an lssue of paramount importance 

Outlook ( N  Y ), January 16th, and North Anmwam 
Re?nao (N Y )> February, show the new attltude that is 
growmg up toward the younger generation Harvey 
O'Higgms, wrltmg on "The New Morahty," m T k  Out- 
look, belleves that the lmmorallty of today is more ap- 
parent than real and that "whatever happens to modern 
marnage on the operating table, lt wlll not dle, and the 
home wd1 remam a home " Jesse Lynch W~lhams m The 
North Awrzcm Ranero suggests that a "newest genera- 
tlon" ls growmg up who have begun to take more mterest 
in objective ~deas, to be less mterested m sex and In them 
own subjectwe emotions They regard "the post-war 
crowd as mere pioneers, explorers, an army, mdeed, 
drafted by themselves to fight puntanlsm, V~ctonanlsm 
and suppressions, shock troops who went over the top to 
make the world safe for sexuality Them successors 
are mterested In sex too But t h ~ s  ~nslstent shrillness 
str~kes the new crowd as funny 'Why yes of course,' they 
say, 'but what of it?' " 

C h w  Tomorrow (Pelping, Chma ) In a November 
number, Fan F u  An dwells on the "Wh~te Per~l" wh~ch 
threatens Ch~na, and points out that even France, slower 
in growth than other western nat~ons, 1s out-dlstancmg 
Chma m ~ t s  rate of populatlon lncrease Mr  An does not, 
however, deny that Chma has a populatlon problem de- 
mandmg Blrth Control for ~ t s  solution 

An Apology to Dr. East 
In Dr Edward M East's revlew of four llves of Darwln 

publ~shed In the January B ~ r t h  Control Rev~ew an un- 
fortunate mlstake occurs A h e  of the manuscnpt was 
left out, and two sentences were run together mto one The 
passage In quest~on read, m the magazlne "Poss~bly these 
are not the pomts to be stressed He was the emanc~pator, 
not the destroyer" What D r  East wrote was "Poss~bly 
Darw~n dld make 'hell a laugh~ng-stock and heaven a 
dream' But these are not the pomts to be stressed He 
was the emanc~pator, not the destroyer " 

We w~sh to offer to D r  East our slncere apologies for 
Chis printer's error 

Editor 

*Mathew Josephson "Zola and hm Tlme", Macaulay Ca *For Perwd~cal Notes, see also page 96 
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therhood in Bondage 
Wethwz three m o n t h  after  r t  came out, r m m m  and read- 

mg m t e s  on "Motherhood m Bondage" were p h l w l d  tn 
the press and perwdtcala of Ohto, Oklahoma, I l lmas,  Ore- 
gon, Penmsylvama and  New York Each month we shall 
reprmt excerpts from some of the best 

OTHERHOOD I N  BONDAGE" 1s heart-breakmg M readmg The letters a re  presented wrthout much 
e d ~ t ~ n g ,  even w~thout  much class~ficat~on, and wlth very 
l ~ t t l e  comment They s~mply  stand by themselves, one 
story after  another of 111-health, poverty, overwork, of 
ch~ldren who were born weak o r  who could not be reared In 
health and normal livmg Some groupmg of the selections 
there 1s a group of letters from young mothers who were 
marned In them early teens, another from women of pro- 
nounced 111-healbh, another from very poor fam~l~es ,  an- 
other from women obl~ged t o  work t o  support their bab~es, 
and so on Some letters a re  from the chlldren of over- 
burdened mothers, some from mothers who w~sh thew 
daughters t o  be spared sorrows tha t  they have known, 
some from husbands, but  most of them are from mothers 
of young chddren a,ho d o  not  w ~ s h  cont~nued uncontrolled 
&Id-beanng fo r  one o r  more of three reasons, because of 
&health, because of extreme poverty, o r  because, for one 
of these o r  for  some other reason they feel unable to care 
nghtly for  more ch~ldren than they already have And 
almost every letter IS marked by strong consc~ent~ousness 
toward the chrld and toward soc~ety, and deep maternal 
devot~on I n  a large proport~on of the cases, too, ment~on 
1s made of the warm and happy affect~on between husband 
and w ~ f e  It 1s probable tha t  many people who mlsunder- 
s tand the purposes of the B~rth-Control  movement m11 be 
brought t o  a clearer knowledge by readmg these pa the t~c  
appeals from mothers who w ~ s h  to  hold to soundness and 
health In t h e ~ r  ch~ldren's hves and homes 

-(New York Tvmes) 

TRAGEDIES  NEAR HOME 

F o r  years Mrs  Sanger has been d s t u r b ~ n g  ou r  const~tu-  
t ~ o n a l  unwllhngness t o  beheve duagreeable facts She used 
t o  be haled off t o  prlson rather  frequently when she first be- 
gan t o  tell us about the results of enforced breedmg, and 
the laws of the country stdl pre t ty  generally f o r b ~ d  the 
g m n g  of t ha t  mformat~on wh~ch has been so effectwely 
used by the ~nte l l~gent  classes t ha t  a s  long ago a s  the roar- 
m g  days of Roosevelt we were told tha t  c ~ v ~ l ~ z a t ~ o n  would 
pensh because the fit refused t o  breed, whde the progeny 
of the unfit swarmed Roosevelt's much d~scussed remedy 
was for  the fit t o  breed a s  numerously a s  the unfit But  few 
women can produce a chlld every year  o r  every e~ghteen 
months mthout  senous Injury both t o  the children's health 
and t o  t h e n  own Even the poor cannot do ~ t ,  a s  the letters 
Mrs  Sanger quotes too p ~ t ~ f u l l y  show The  mtell~gent and 

powerful long since gave up  the sorry attempt F o r  gen- 
eratlons they have known enough about Birth Control t o  
llmlt the slze of t h e ~ r  famhes pre t ty  much a s  they have 
w~shed And, slnce the shoe does not pmch them, they 
wonder skept~cally ~f ~t pmches any one The  answer IS t o  
be found In t h ~ s  select~on from the letters sent t o  Mrs 
Sanger by desperately s ~ c k  women who want t o  know how 
t o  prevent concept~on 

The  letters a r e  grouped mto vanous chapters, each m t h  
a short mtroduct~on The  first w~ l l  perhaps be the most 
shockmg to a p u b l ~ c  tha t  has recently der~ved so much sat- 
rsfact~on from the contemplat~on of the horrors, real o r  
Imagmary, of Mother Inha's chlld mothers The  first 
letter concerns a g d  who marned a t  twelve and became a 
mother before she was t h~ r t een  There a r e  several cases of 
g d s  mar r~ed  a t  thlrteen and no less t han  250 between the 
ages of fourteen and  fifteen 

Other chapters concern famil~es plunged mto poverty by 
more chldren than they can support o r  by the repeated 
lllnesses of the broken mothers, who emerge from serlous 
operahons only to become pregnant agam,  the struggle of 
women rendered unfit to be mothers by  mherlted o r  ac- 
qu~red  hseases, yet forced t o  go on breedmg thew pathehc 
and monstrous growths, the econonuc and human waste of 
repeated pregnancies tha t  every one concerned knew m 
advance could result only In s td lb~r ths ,  the unhappy re- 
sults of self-unposed contmence and separa t~on,  the dea- 
perate remed~es attempted by women denled knowledge of 
sc~ent~f ic  ones Perhaps the most ~ r o n ~ c a l  note in the book 
comes from the repeated warnlngs gwen by doctors t o  
s ~ c k  mothers tha t  they must have no more ch~ldren and the 
subsequent refusal of bhe same doctors t o  tell them how t o  
prevent h a v ~ n g  chlldren Confusion and Ignorance could 
go no farther And thls not a story of some far-away, 
probably ~mmoral  country I t s  tragedy IS bemg played 
out m the tenement house next door, on the farm next t o  
one's summer cottage It would be easler to change ~t than 
t o  ~nven t  a angle one of the mnumerable par t s  tha t  send 
the cheapest automob~le on ~ t s  perky way 

-(ALICE BEAL PARSONS, Herold-Tribwne, N Y ) 

PLANNED LIVES POSSIBLE 

Consc~ous and planned hves are made poss~ble by con- 
t racept~ve measures A soph~s t~ca ted  soc~ety,  m ~ g h t  doubt 
the amazmg Ignorance of such measures were ~t not for  the 
mdub~table au thentwty  of these letters, t r a o c  or pa the t~c ,  
w ~ l h  a sparae cllgruty of words o r  m t h  a d~ffuse t ab lo~d  
sent~mentahty T o  compare them, however, t o  "the naked 
power of the old folk-ballads," a s  the e d ~ t o r  does, o r  t o  
"the chorus of a Greek Tragedy," a s  the pubhshers do, IS 

t o  behttle by a n  undeserved pralse documents tha t  do not  
need ~t t o  pomt thew summons t o  the cause for  the sake 
of wh~ch they have been made pubhc 

(New Repbl tc ,  N Y ) 



March, 1929 

The Detroit Birth Control Clinic 
awe great pleasure mn pblwhang here the account 

of the first year  of the Detrolt B ~ r t h  Control Clrmc Wh 
We regard thw C h c  m t h  p d c  a s  one of our grmng fam- 
dy of Bwth  Control C k s  scattered over the Umted 
Sta tes  I n  a letter from Mra M B Sdabergm t o  the 
Amerwaa Barth C o n t r d  L e a p ,  she m t e s  of " y w r  testa-  
mable help, rmthout wluch we c w l d  not have begun" Thw 
help mcluded, berrdea much p e l m n u r y  work m pahlmg the 
movement fo r  Barth Comtrol m Detrort, o b ~ e c t  lessons a t  
the N m  York Chnw, and cooperatwn m znteresting the 
doctors by D r  Cooper, who addressed two large medrcal 
meetings m Detroat, and stressed the m p o ~ t a n c e  of the 
new C l m ,  as weU a s  c m t a n t  CO-opera tm and encour- 
agenu?nt from the A B C L e a p  and from Mrs  Sanger 
How swcessfdly the C lmc  ha8 been launched w shown m 
the follomng report 

I N THE s p n n g  of 1927 M r  Morns  D Waldman, then 
d~ rec to r  of the Jemsh Welfare Federa t~on of De t ro~ t ,  

suggested the format~on of a B ~ r t h  Control c lmc  m De- 
troit, as the outs tand~ng need of the c ~ t y  Accord~ngly, a 
small group of mterested ~ndmdua l s  made ~t financially 
poss~ble to conduct such an experiment ~n soc~al  servlce for 
one year, mdependent of any e x ~ s t ~ n g  o rgan~za t~on  

D u n n g  tha t  first year the D e t r o ~ t  Mothers' Cl~nic for 
F a m ~ l y  Regulat~on not only demonstrated a need, but 
proved beyond a doubt tha t  such a c lmc  1s pract~cal ly In- 
hspensable m a c ~ t y  as large as D e t r o ~ t  A t  present a 
second year  of ex~stence for the Mothers' Cl~nic IS bemg 
financed by the Jewwh Welfare Federat~on, although hard- 
ly  twenty per  cent of the pa t~en t s  a re  Jewish women The  
C l ~ n ~ c  1s now ~n the seventeenth month of ~ t s  service 

Many important soc~a l  agencles a re  now co-operatmg, 
among them, the De t ro~ t  Board of Health and the Psycho- 
logtcal Clmmc of the c ~ t y  pubhc schools 

It 1s poss~ble to run the Cl~nic efficiently on a l ~ m ~ t e d  
budget because med~cal  semce,  except for  tramed nurses, 
1s volunteered 

The  c lmc  rooms are a t  1601 Blame Ave Office hours 
a re  Monday and Wednesday from 10 to 12 w ~ t h  a specla1 
c l ~ n ~ c  for  colored women on Thursday mornmg 

The  c h n ~ c  accepts only such cases as  have been referred 
after mvest~gat~on,  by aubhent~c soc~al  or  med~cal agencles, 
o r  prwate doctors 

Appl~cants  a re  accepted for e~ the r  of two reasons- 
phys~cal  o r  economlc The  former appl~es  to the 111 health 
of mother o r  father, makmg parenthood undes~rable, o r  
congen~tal dlsab111t.y of offsprmg There a re  cases of seem- 
mgly healthy parents whose children have serlous s t~gmas  
Econom~c reason refers to cond~ t~ons  of extreme pove r t~  
m homes where ~t IS mposs~ble to support another chdd 
mthout  reducmg the famdy's standard below normal 
health and decency A large percentage of cases are 

wholly o r  part ly dependent on phllanthrop~c agencles 
A soc~al  and med~cal h~s to ry  of every case 1s filed to- 

gether w ~ t h  the letter of recommendat~on whch the chnic 
lns~sts  upon Then a complete phys~cal  exam~na t~on  of 
each patlent 1s made by the attendant physman, before 
prescr~bmg the contraceptwe 

Often the exanunat~on of pa t~en t s  reveals grave phys~cal  
cond~ t~ons  of whch the woman herself was ~gnoran t  She 
1s referred t o  the proper agency m each case Thus the 
Mother's C l m c  becomes a connectmg lmk m the cham of 
the C~ty's health servlce 

Each patlent 1s expected t o  return t o  the C l m c  for 
check-up a t  least once after she 1s aven  the contraceptwe 
She 1s urged t o  return a s  often a s  necessary There IS no 
fee for med~cal service 

Two hundred and t h ~ r t y  cases have been successfully 
handled t o  date About t h ~ r t y  per  cent of appl~cants  a re  
colored women 

Educat~onal  talks before mothers' clubs have been gtven 
~n d~fferent par t s  of the c ~ t y  On August 9th, staff 
physic~an, D r  H a r r y  K~rschbaum, addressed a group of 
students mterested In soc~ology on the s u b ~ e c t  of B ~ r t h  
Control a t  the Young Men's Christ~an Associat~on T h ~ s  
C lmc  1s listed In the D e t r o ~ t  Handbook of Soc~al  Senwe  

An a r t~c l e  concernmg the work of Detro~t's only Birth 
Control C l m c  appeared In the June  number of the Jemsh 
Social S e n ~ c e  Quarterly Magaz~ne Facts  have just been 
subnutted for Dhe same purpose t o  the B ~ r t h  Control Re- 
view 

The  Mothers' C l ~ n ~ c  plans to add to ~ t s  staff ~n the near 
future, a soc~al  service worker for follow-up work m the 
pat~ents '  own homes 

Informat~on conccrnmg the work of the Mothers' C l m c  
IS constantly bemg asked for  and gwen w ~ t h  these pur- 
poses In vlew help In e o m p h g  art~cles, lectures, medl- 
cal theses, for soc~al  s tn t i s t~cs ,  for ass~stance In establ~sh- 
mg  such clmcs In other c ~ t ~ e s  

Mrs hlaler B Sulzberger 1s pres~dent of the clm~c cornm~ttee, 
Mrs Harry F~rhsten 1s \Ice presrdent and Mrs Ed Rosenthal n- 
cordlng secretarv 1 he Board of Directors 1s made up of Mrs Aaron 
De Roy, Mrs Clarence hngass, Mrs Rose Llpson, Mrs Oscar Robm- 
son Mrs Andrew Wmeman, Mi-s Monroe Roqenfield Mrs Mdford 
Stem M m  Emlhe G Sargent, R N and Mrs W~llard Pope Dr 
Harry M K~rschbaum, Dr B Boudana Sherman and Dr N Wer- 
show make up the Medrcal Staff Dr Hugo 0 Freund Dr  Sathan~el 
Gates, Dr  Harley C Saltzstem, Mr Morr~s D Raldman and Dr 
John Slauson sene as a Profess~onal Ad\~sory Board 

The Directors wh~le they are  encouraged by the results 
of them e~ghteen months' nork, des~re  to en l~s t  cont~nued 
and mcreascd publ~c  support for the De t ro~ t  C lmc  They 
make an appeal on the grounds tha t  

1 There was no such c l m c  In M ~ c h ~ g a n  before the 
establishment of the Mothers' C l m ~ c  

2 There IS an  excesslbe stram on all local soc~al  ser- 

(Contmued on page 94) 



Dr. Alice Drysdale Vickery 
Bzrth Control Rernew 

After very b t t k  suffernq, Mid but a short cUnem, Dr 
Alrce Drysdole Vwkery died om Jamwry 12 th  at the age 
of 84 The follolrtvng appecuatwn a8 from Mrs Edtthl 
How Mart yn. 

H E  DEATH of D r  Ahce Drysdale Vlckery removes 
T a  very remarkable p~oneer from the small ranks of 
those who 50 years ago were volclng the cla~ms of women 
t o  a full human hfe, wlth equal opportumt~es In the po- 
htlcal and economlc spheres mth men 

Nature made Allce Vlckery a fermn~st, and the cond~t~ons 
for women In soc~al hfe e~ghty-four years ago when she was 
born were such that she found full scope for all her femlnlst 
ac t ln t~es  

Forced to struggle for the nght of entry to the profes- 
slon of her cholce, she had to go to P a n s  for part of her 
medxal t ramng and was thus one of the early band of 
women ploneers In the med~cal profess~on Longmg for a 
world ~n whch women would have a chance t o  choose freely 
for themselves thew paths In hfe, she qu~ckly saw that there 
could be no real emanclpat~on for marned women untd they 
controlled then- own motherhood, untrl the laws regardmg 
the guar&anshlp of ch~ldren, mamage and dworce were 
rad~cally altered, untd mamed women were free to follow 
occupat~ons chosen by themselves and able to control them 
own property, whether earned or lnherlted Naturally 
Ahce V~ckery was a ploneer In the Blrth Control, or the 
Malthus~an movement, as ~t was known In England She 
was In court In support of Annle Besant and Charles Brad- 
laugh when they were tned In 1877, for sell~ng the Knowl- 
ton pamphlet g v m g  contraceptive mformatlon W ~ t h  her 
husband she founded the Malthuman League and the month- 
ly paper The Malthuaarr, now The New Generatwn, and 
henceforward her maln Interest was 1x1 the spread of the 
assert~on of the nght of women to control thew mother- 
hood, as a necessary conht~on to the enjoyment of hfe and 
all ~ t s  opportumt~es D r  Ahce Vlckery was one of the first 
to welcome Margaret Sanger In England, and to rejolce 
In the magn~ficent new ~mpetus wh~ch Margaret Sanger's 
youthful enezgy and enthusiasm gave t o  the movement In 
England as well as In Amer~ca Margaret Sanger's tn- 
umphs and successes have always been warmly apprec~ated 
by D r  Ahce Vlckery 

UCH SPACE would be wanted to deal a t  all ade- M quately n t h  all D r  V~ckery's mnterests, but beh~nd 
them all was her firmly rooted bel~ef In the equahty of 
women and men In all thlngs, In her love of hberty and jus- 
tlce Tested by these pnnc~ples she never faded to recog- 
mze the many-sldedness of fermn~sm and her contnbuttons 
to reform movements were charactenzed by breadth of vlew, 
by deep sympathy and a ready apprec~at~on of good work 
done by others 

She hated oppression, she resented any sort of law or  
convent~on whlch ~mplled In any way the subjection of 
women, hence, agrunst the law of coverture, the dmorce 
laws, the laws of lnhentance and the convention by whlch 
a marned woman takes her husband's name and loses her 
own ldentlty she waged unceaang opposlt~on 

Her personality was dehghtful, for she never lost her 
youthful zest A hfe-long worker for woman's suffrage 
she welcomed the mhtant suffragettes wlth open arms and 
my first clear recollection of her 1s a t  a meetmg addressed 
by suffragettes just released from pnson She applauded 
our defiant speeches w ~ t h  ev~dent approval 

R ALICE VICKERY has been an lnsp~ratlon to me D durmg the 20 years I have had the pnnlege of know- 
Ing her, and I am glad to offer her even t h ~ s  sl~ght tnbute 
of appreclatlon Her untmng zeal m the pursult of her 
alms, her steady d~sregard of anythmg hke dmcouragement 
made ~t xmposslble not to be Impressed by the strength of 
her character and connctlons Ahce Drysdale Y~ckery 
was not as well known as  she deserved t o  be but such an ~ d e a  
never occurred to her and ~f ~t had, I am sure ~t would not 
have troubled her Wlth her, the cause always came first 
Wllhng to take her full share of responslb~hty and work, 
~f others seemed anxious t o  assume the burden she Imme- 
dmtely stepped as~de, hoplng they would do ~t better She 
could always find plenty of tasks t o  employ her thought 
and energy She was absorbed ~n her Ideals and seemed 
hardly to spare a thought for herself In  days when such 
a thing was extraordmanly difficult she successfully com- 
blned a career n t h  marnage and motherhood 

A CLERIC TO CLERICS 

Who would deny to motherhood consent? 
The holy consecrat~on of des~re 

Or who that makes of marnage sacrament 
Could In ~ t s  consumatlon less aspwe? 

G ~ f t  of the gods, the miracle of fire, 
Is it less m~racle h t  by Intent 

Than loosened to the wmds? Is whlmsy hgher 
Than when creatweness n t h  purpose went? 

Or, when two souls In fellowship are blent, 
Must perfect unlson involve the buyer 

In what were worse, Indeed, bhan accident, 
To make of mother-love ltself a liar? 

Or In a rape of Infancy so dlre 
God HIS creatlve loan mlght well repent? 

ROBEBT WHITAXEB, D D 



March, 19.29 

The New York Hearing 
H E  heanng on the New York Birth Control Bill was T held a t  Albany on February 19, in the Assembly Cham- 

ber which was crowded to the doors, the crowd being esti- 
mated a t  a thousand From pulpit and church door the 
Roman Cathohc Church had rallied ~ t s  representahves so 
successfully that every legdator was inundated by letters 
and when the proponents of the bill arnved an  hour early 
for the heanng every seat was filled mth the opponents- 
laymen and women shepherded by a goodly sprinkling of 
pnests 

The opposition, which was in the charge of Charles J 
Tobin, secretary of the State Committee of Catholic Char- 
ities, opened m t h  a non-Cathohc speaker, the Reverend 
JohnRoach Straton of Calvary Baptist Church, New York 
City He felicitated himself on havlng the Roman Cathohc 
Church as an ally and essayed to prove that Birth Control 
was a dlrect attack on morahty, civlhzation and relipon 
With him three Cathohc pnests were in entire agreement, 
they were Father W C Keane, director of Cathohc Char- 
ities a t  Albany, Father John J Lacey of Ogdensburg and 
Father Duane of Fordham University, New York City 
They and G H Kennedy claimed not only to represent the 
Bishops of Albany and Buffalo but also thew pansh~oners 
with no dissidents-a claim quite in contradiction t o  the 
facts of our expenence of the Cathohc laity Cathollc 
medxal men were represented by D r  John S Clfiord of 
Rochester and D r  Frary C Franczak, Commlswoner of 
Health of Buffalo, who gave some idea of the extent to 
which the legslature had been circularized when he stated 
-without however showing the hst-that 4,000 physicians 
had sent protests t o  the Speaker of the House Although 
Mrs F Robertson Jones, President of the Amencan Birth 
Control League, protested that his act was In contraven- 
tlon of the law, D r  Franczak was allowed to exhiblt a num- 
ber of contraceptive devices on sale throughout the State 

0 T H E R  opponents were Judge Donnelly of Rochester, 
who was responsible for a statement - abundantly 

disproved by letters from poor mothers received in great 
numbers daily by the L e a g u e t o  the effect that "no big 
farmlies among the poor ever want Blrth Control," and 
Mrs Thomas J McGoldrick, of the Cathollc Women's 
Alumnae, who introduced a group of representatives of 
eleven other Catholic women's organizations Mrs McGold- 
rick urged large famihes as "an economic asset" and intro- 
duced seven Cathol~c mothers, who averaged between them 
elght chlldren per family, nothing was said about how many 
of these were dead Members of the organizations repre- 
sented were supposed, as in the case of the panshes repre- 
sented by the pnests, t o  speak wlth one \olce aga~nst  the 
blll 

Mrs F Robertson Jones was in charge of the proponents 
of the bill She introduced as the first speaker R a b b ~  Sidney 
Goldstein of the Free Synagogue, New York City, to whom 

rehgon did not mean a theolog.lca1 abstraction but a con- 
cern for social welfare, ethical and matenal and who urged 
Birth Control for the saving of infant and maternal lives 
Other churchmen who appeared in favor were D r  Peck of 
the Unitanan Church of Albany and D r  Ernest Caldecott 
of the Universalist Church of Schenectady T o  D r  Calde- 
cott, Birth Control made for morahty and he demanded 
that Protestants be not coerced by Cathohc opinion but 
left free to legslate and act in accordance with their own 
ethical standards in this as  in other matters He  stated 
that eighty per cent of those whom his church is called upon 
to help are Roman Cathohcs "The c la~m is made," he 
added "that large famihes do not ask for Birth Control 
Possibly not, but they do ask for chanty, an infinitely more 
immoral thing " 

As against the 4,000 naxnes of physicians cla~med by the 
opposition, Mrs Lillian Francis Fitch, representing the 
New York Federation of Women's Clubs, presented the re- 
sult of a questionnaire sent to 5,000 physicians whlch 
brought a four t o  one response in favor D r  I ra  S Wile of 
New York C ~ t y ,  not only himself, as a specialist in the child, 
endorsed the bill but presented the same results, four to one 
in favor, from a poll of all medical schools in New York 
State D r  Hannah M Stone gave her expenence as Medi- 
cal Director of the Climcal Research Bureau in N Y Clty 

R ERIC MATSNER, of Lenox H ~ l l  Hosp~tal, New D Y o 3  City, representing the Comm~ttee on Maternal 
Health, read an endorsement of the bill by D r  Robert L 
Dickinson, secretary of that Committee, and gave some 
facts and figures from his own chnical work At Lenox Hi11 
he stated that over 500 women who had been glven advice 
had been studied and of these 96 per cent had had com- 
plete success with the method used, that B ~ r t h  Control dld 
not cause stenhty, as some opponents claim it does, and 
that nelther self-control or abstinence were practical alter- 
native methods of linuting numbers D r  John B Solley 
of New York City, stated emphatically that "anyone who 
assumes that Blrth Control is not here to stay has his head 
in the sand Common contraceptives were manufactured 
to the number of many many millions a year as long ago as 
1827 The number has mcreased enormously since then, 
in proportion t o  the demand of woman to have control of 
her own body " Other phys~cians who spoke in favor were 
D r  Benjamin T Tilton, of S t  Mark's Hospital, New York 
City, D r  S Adolphus Knopf and D r  Hllda Noyes of 
Oneida D r  Eleanor Conover represented the Women's 
City Club of New York City, which based ~ t s  support on 
the marked medlcal benefits of Birth Control 

Other women's orgamzat~on besldes the Women's City 
Club and the New Yorh City Federation of Women's Clubs, 
were the State League of Women Voters and more than 
one Settlement House Mrs Chauncey Hamhn of Buffalo 

(Contmued on page 93) 



Bzrth Control Revzew 

News 
UNITED STATES 

New Jersey 
HE New Jersey Blrth Control League started the New 

T Y e a r  w~th  its usual n g o r  and enthusiasm The first 
meetmg for fund-rawng was orgamzed by the Mornstown 
Comm~ttee D r  E l s~e  M~tchell and MISS Hennette Har t  
were the prlnc~pal speakers D r  Mltchell who has spent 
many years In I n d ~ a  and R U S S I ~  told of the Blrth Control 
movement under the Sov~et Government In Russ~a The 
hall was filled to capaclty and both speakers were llstened 
t o  w ~ t h  keen attention In  answer to an appeal for funds 
Mrs Murray Coggeshall announced that $1,300 had been 
collected The Mornstown committee, under whose aus- 
plces the meetlng was held, lncluded the followmg Mrs 
George Marshall Allen, Mrs Fredenck R Kellogg, Mrs 
Coggeshall, Mrs W~llard  V Klng, Mrs John T G~lesple, 
Mrs H Thurston Maxwell, Mrs Rldley Watts and Mrs 
Charles R Lloyd 

The Newark Comm~ttee 1s holdmg a recept~on 1x1 honor of 
Mrs Cora B Hodson, executive secretary of the Bntlsh 
Eugen~cs Soc~ety, who wdl speak on Eugenlcs and Blrth 
Control Mrs F Robertson Jones has prom~sed to attend 
the meetmg and m11 gve  a brlef resume of the Natlonal 
work The Newark Committee after careful consrderatlon 
declded upon the plan that each commun~ty should try to 
ralse a certam amount toward the year's budget separately 
Plans are on the way to organlze slm~lar meetlngs In Jersey 
C ~ t y ,  the Oranges and Pla~nfield and ~t 1s hoped that the 
entlre budget wdl be ralsed before the beg~nnmg of the 
fiscal year In May 

The Maternal Health Center In Newark IS progressmg 
most sat~sfactonly The e~ght-month penod endmg De- 
cember 31st showed a total of 525 cl~nlc v~slts by 325 cases 
Several Important med~cal meetlngs have been held and the 
poss~b~hty of addmg a second physman and a chmc assist- 
ant and openlng a second clmc has already been d~scussed 
The need for a c lmc m the southern par t  of the State 
1s strongly felt MISS Hart  durmg a recent vlslt a t  Tren- 
ton, where she addressed a large group of Soclal Workers, 
lntervlewed several physmans She has also made con- 
tacts In Camden She 1s cont~numg the pract~ce of vmt- 
mg hosp~tals, c h n m  and soczal agencles as much as tlme 
mU permlt and has recently started on follow up vls~ts 
Interest In the work 1s becommg more widespread and the 
New Jersey B ~ r t h  Control League has every reason to look 
forward to a successful year 

F ROM Mrs H E. Coleman of Los Angeles comes the 
following ~nterestmg story of how Margaret Sanger 

impressed the women of the Pac~fic Coast 
Margaret Sanger has been m Los Angeles The world 

Notes 
was astounded a t  her teachmg Instead they were anxlous 
to learn and ready to hear and the "best women" of the 
clty, who a few years ago would have been horrified to 
have any one thmk they were mterested In such a subject 
as  Blrth Control, now were ready to say they were In- 
terested not only In the general subject, but also m ~ t s  
more w~despread knowledge 

Of course no one could meet Margaret Sanger and keep 
them prejudlces, ~f they were fa~r-mmded One remem- 
bered when she was In Tokyo the pollce were everywhere 
watchmg, smce they thought she had been pel-aona am 
grata m New York, while Margaret Sanger sat qu~etly, 
composedly, tranqu~lly, as ~f she had been havmg flower 
arrangement and ceremon~al tea all her hfe, to teach her 
how to meet just such occasions 

Jus t  so ~n Los Angeles Whether a t  a small luncheon 
a t  the Women's Athletlc Club, o r  In a conference or meet- 
mg, she was always the least assummg, the least dommeer- 
mg of the group, but wlth so vlv~d a personahty, and so 
clever a mmd, that no one could fall to know she would 
have bhe nght answer and the nght att~tude 

T o  have been a reformer In an unpopular cause for 
years, and to stay an ophm~st, and a gentlewoman, and 
young' As one of the guests a t  a luncheon sa~d, "You 
are younger than when you came here twelve years ago " 

There are sad llmltatlons on the t ~ m e  and strength and 
opportunltles of a speaker under a bureau These Margaret 
Sanger suffered She was unable to speak over rad~o  sta- 
t ~ o n  K H J  m Los Angeles when it was all arranged, but 
the s~ster statlon in San Francisco hoped to be able to find 
an hour she could speak after she was manager free' 

T o  have more than a thousand turned away was an 
ach~evement In Pasadena, clty of conservatlve wealth One 
of the brllllant "Tech" men sald he had l~stened w~th  deep 
mterest, as much in the personahty of the woman as m the 
cause, as he was already mterested m ~t 

Los Angeles was 1n the throes of "flu" so the Trlnlty 
Audltor~um audlence was not so large as ~t m~ght have 
been But the mkrest 1 One could have heard a pm drop 
In the farthest balcony ~f any one had dared let one drop' 
And the reward for the speaker, when afterwards the 
auhence surged to the front and would not go home wtth- 
out a word wlth her of apprec~at~on, or quest~on or ~ u s t  
plam Interest In bemg near her The next day, one of her 
old friends s a ~ d  she had felt ~t an lmpos~tlon that the 
aud~ence should have staved so long and so taken her tlme 
and strength One had only to see the glow on the face 
of Margaret Sanger and hear her express the JOY ~t had 
twn to her, to know ~t was worth bang away from home, 
and all the wearmess of lecture tours, for the sake of 
meetmg these people who so much wanted her 

Mrs Crosbv Ashlev so well known m Los A n d e s  for - 
does move, for even In t h ~  rather conservatlve c~ ty ,  no one her work m connect~on mth the Young Women's Chr~stlan 
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Assoc~at~on and Nat~onal Councd of Women, pres~ded a t  
the pwbhc meetrng for Mrs Sanger, and a t  a luncheon, 
even  for her, representat~ves of F r ~ d a y  Mornmg Club, 
Ebell, Mothers C l ~ n ~ c  and many other organ~zat~ons were 
present and spoke In appreclahon of her work 

Between lectures and conferences mth the leaders m 
the Mothers Cl~n~c ,  Margaret Sanger met vanous groups, 
spoke a t  a tea at the Ambassador Hotel and was guest of 
honor at a number of luncheons and teas Many leaders In 
the famous Club World of Los Angeles were m attendance 
a t  d~fferent funct~ons, malung her plea to Club women to 
come out for the movement seem almost unnecessary here 

Among those seen a t  the smaller meetmgs were such 
leaders as Sarah Blxby Sm~th, Pres~dent of the F r ~ d a y  
Mornmg Club, Mrs Charles R~chmond, Past Pres~dent 
of the Hollywood Women's Club and Cha~rman of Interna- 
tlonal Relat~ons for bhe General Federat~on of Los Angeles 
d~stnct ,  Mrs Kre~der, Past Pres~dent of the Fnday Morn- 
mg Club, Mrs Tmmons, Ohamman of the League of 
Women Voters, D r  E t ta  Grey, famous physman and 
surgeon, and D r  Hohl 

One feature of Mrs Sanger's tour was a movletone 
address, wh~ch was Included In a Fox News Reel ard  ex- 
h ~ b ~ t e d  In many ches  throughout the Un~ted States 

Delaware 

H E  Delaware Leg~slature 1s to be asked to strengthen 
T t h e  s tenl~zat~on law, r h ~ c h  was passed m 1929, and 
wh~ch w ~ t h ~ n  the narrow llm~ts prescnbed by ~ t ,  has shown 
sat~sfactory results A report on the workmg of the law 
was recently made by D r  M A Tarum~anz, supermten- 
dent of the Delaware State Hosp~tal In  a majonty of 
cases, he said, ~mprovement has been noted m the con&t~on 
of defect~ves operated upon Dunng the last two years 
69 stenhzat~on operations have been performed Marked 
mprovement was noted In five persons, some mprovement 
~n 21, and sl~ght betterment ln 25 In  slxteen cases no lm- 
provement could be prrce~ved Ten of the 69 cases were 
women "We must face the fact", s a ~ d  D r  Tarumlanz 
"that the natmn 1s bemg po~soned by the r a p ~ d  production 
of mental and moral defect~ves T o  Insure the survival of 
the fittest we have to deprlve such defect~ves of the power 
t o  procreate Undoubtedly thls 1s a most beneficent law " 

I R T H  CONTROL ml1 figure largely In the campalgn B for the general elect~on wh~ch n l l  be held m Great 
B n t a ~ n  In the spnng The date of the elect~on 1s not yet 
Rxed, but ~t wdl come e~ther a t  the end of May or early In 
dune, and already cand~dates are addressmg themselves to 
the task of wlnnlng votes In  t h ~ s  electlon the women will 
largely outnumber the men, and for the first tlme, women 
under t h ~ r t y  w1I1 be allowed to vote Due to t h ~ s  fact and 
also to the nat~on-w~de concern over the mlsery of the 
mlnlng repons, where nearly half a m~l l~on  men and boys 
are permanently unemployed, B ~ r t h  Control mlI be proml- 

nent among the quest~ons before the electors The women 
of both the Llberal and Labor Partlea have long been de- 
mandmg the removal of the ban on the gwmg of B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol mformat~on a t  the welfare centers wh~ch recelve gov- 
ernment ass~stance At present every such center recewes 
~nstmct~ons from the Mlmstry of Health wh~ch reads "It 
1s not the furct~on of an Ante-Natal, or a Matern~ty and 
Chdd Welfare Center t o  glve adv~ce In regard t o  B ~ r t h  
Control, and except~onal cases In whlch the avo~dance of 
pregnancy seems dearable on med~cal grounds, should be 
referred by the med~cal officer of the Center for part~cular 
adv~ce t o  a pnvate pract~t~oner  or hosp~tal " 

In  1926 the House of Lords passed a resolut~on, pro- 
posed by Lord Buckmaster, call~ng for the mthdrawal of 
t h ~ s  ~nstruct~on T h ~ s  was disregarded by the House of 
Commons The Med~cal Comnuttee of the Nat~onal Coun- 
c11 of Publ~c Morals In 1927 also expressed an opltuon ad- 
verse to t h ~ s  w~thholdmg from the women who most need ~ t ,  
of contraceptlve adv~ce I t  stated "We are of oplnlon 
that no ~mped~ment should be placed In the way of those 
marr~ed couples who des~re mformat~on as to contracep- 
twes, when t h ~ s  1s needed for med~cal reasons, or because of 
excesswe ch~ld-beanng or poverty " 

The over-populat~on of Great B r ~ t a ~ n  has been adm~tted 
by Mr  Baldwm, the present premler The congest~on and 
mlsery of the mmng areas 1s an a l a m n g  fact wh~ch the 
recent vmt of the Prmce of Wales has made even more 
prom~nent In the pubhc mind Emlgratlon has proved of 
l~t t le  value and the only hope seems to be In B ~ r t h  Control 
Every candldate for Parl~ament w~ll  be asked to reply to 
the followmg quest~on - 

"WIII you, ~f elected, support legislat~ve and admmstra- 
t ~ v e  measures t o  perm~t the gwmg of mformat~on on meth- 
ods of B ~ r t h  Control by the med~cal officers a t  Matern~ty 
and Ch~ld Welfare Centers In recelpt of Government 
grants ?" 

The new woman electorate ought to show unm~stakeably 
that to be elected the candldate must answer In the 
a h a t ~ v e  

At a recent ~nquest m Yorksh~re on a five-months old 
Infant, ~t was stated that the fam~ly numbered ten ch~ldren, 
and the father had made no effort t o  get work, but was hv- 
Ing solely on a dole from the poor law guardans The Coro- 
ner is reported as saylng t o  the father "I am not exaggerat- 
Ing when I say that you have bcen get t~ng ch~ldren for the 
last ten years for other people to keep That seems a ghast- 
ly u n f a ~ r  thmg You have the reputat~on of be~ng work-shy 
It 1s a w~cked thlng to take money wrung from hard-workmg 
people to keep your ch~ldren " Publ~c oplnlon IS w ~ t h  the 
Coroner, but ~t also demands free acccss to contraceptlve 
mformat~on 

GERMANY 

A GERMAN med~cal journal - Das Gross-Bcrlmcr 
Aerzteblatt-~n a recent Issue, gwes the number of 

abortions tn Germany, as est~matcd by Professor L~ep-  
(Continued on page 92) 



Bzrth Control Revzew 

The Population Question in Japan 

C URIOUSLY ENOUGH, dunng 150 years precedmg 
the Meljl Restoration In 1868 the populatton of Japan 

had remarried pract~cally statlonary a t  26,000,000 It 
seems paradoxical that, wlth the d u x  of Western thoughts 
and ~deas, whtch mclude among others a destre t o  handle 
the problem of populatton from a sclent~fic pomt of mew, 
slnce the dawn of a new era the stagnancy In our populatlon 
has oven way to an alarnung fecundity 1872, the 5th 
year of Metjt, brought the figures t o  30,000,000 I n  the 
bepnnlng of the twentteth century, the populatton In- 
creased by five hundred thousand annually, In 1921 by 
seven hundred thousand, In 1925 by nme hundred thousand 

It IS shown by rehable stattstlcs that the numbers have 
been almost doubled dur~ng  the stxty years smce the Re- 
storat~on Already we have a huge populatlon of over 
seventy m~lhons, as ~t stands a t  present - a populat~on 
whlch grows a t  the rate of a httle short of one m~llton 
every year It IS, ~ndeed, a senous problem it may 
threaten, ~f let alone, the welfare and clv~hzat~on of the 
natton, a sltuatlon, call~ng for ~mmed~ate attention and 
act~on by the Government 

The unspeakable mlsertes that exlst today among the 
poor are attnbuted by many to over-populat~on and Mr  
Iso Abe, formerly professor of soaology In Waseda Urn- 
verstty and now leader of the Soclal Democrats, sees In 
Blrth Control the only practicable remedy t o  the evll 
Among those who take except~on to such a mew m favor 
of ngorous and Instant h m t a t ~ o n  of populat~on, are a 
small yet none the less lnfluent~al group of "Imperlahsts " 
A statlonary or dwmdltng populat~on spells, accordtng to 
them hghts, the declme of a natlon as a World Power 
They hold to an ~ n c o m g b l e  optlm~sm, not necessanlg 
based on sound facts or reason There IS, they contend, 
as yet plenty of arable land In our country to support more 
people on the one hand whlle a happy stroke of d~plomacy 
mll open up sparsely peopled fore~gn lands to our excess 
populatlon France 1s often referred to, qu~te  mac- 
curately, as a v~ctlm of B ~ r t h  Control wh~ch 1s pannq down 
her populat~on year after year, whlle, In fact, France's 

GERMANY 
(Contmued from page 91) 

mann, as a t  least 876,000 per year Of the women who 
undergo these abortions 44,000 dte each year as a d~rect  
result, while lennumerable other women suffer more or less 
senous consequences Professor Llepmann beheves that 
more than half of the 876,000 are permanently injured 
These figures are bong used by the advocates of B ~ r t h  
Control t o  show the need of sclentlfic mformat~on m the 
prevent~on of concept~on, In order to end thts ternble sac- 
nfice of Germany's mothers The German Commtttee for 
B ~ r t h  Control (Geburtenregelung) has establtshed five 
cbn~cs In and near Berlln where mformatlon 1s mven under 

populat~on galns, though slowly, by some 40,000 a year 
Strange type of men are the "Imper~ahsts" thews are 
mlnds whlch have ceased to grow But our Impenahsts 
have learnt one thmg m connection mth the populatlon 
problem, that IS, they would no longer ment~on further m- 
dustnahzat~on as a cure for unemployment resultmg from 
the crowdmg of the Island Emplre T h ~ s  much advertised 
panacea has been a myth and now they know ~t wtll not 
work 

Next come the moraltsts t o  denounce Btrth Control 
They denounce ~t for fear of ~ t s  leadlng to sexual ~rregular- 
~ t ~ e s  among the nuddle class wh~ch const~tutes the very ptth 
and marrow of Japan "Qu~te reverse IS the case," saya 
Mr Iso Abe, "As men and women of marnageable age do 
them marrylng suffictently early In them youth mthout 
fears of mountmg expenses from ch~ldb~rth,  the sexual 
morahty not only of the m~ddle class but of all the strata 
of the natlon 1s bound to lmprove " 

Fortunately, no rehglous oppos~t~on of consequence 
stands In the way of legahzmg Btrth Contml In t h ~ s  coun- 
try, as  we have but a modest number of Cathohcs The 
attacks from the Imper~allsts can be easlly met by po~ntmg 
out the facts They talk vaguely of arable land yet uncul- 
tlvated, not knomng the truth that only 15 per cent of our 
total area y~elds crops and sustenance to toders Nor are 
any extenstve avenues openlng out for our surplus popula- 
tlon In s ~ g h t  

Wlth a mew to evolvlng a senslble method t o  check the 
menace whlch 1s already keenly felt on all sldes, a Comrnls- 
slon on Populatlon and Food was created by the Tanaka 
Cabmet In 1927 and ~t has worked hard on the sub~ect ever 
slnce Judgmg from d~sappo~ntments In the past, we are 
not over-hopeful of the result of the Populatlon and Food 
Commsston's labors I ts  lnvestlgat~on may drag on I -  

defin~tel~,  regardless of an annual lncrease of one mdhon 
people tn the populatlon What seems to have made the 
comm~ss~on go slow on the problem of Bwth Control 1s not 
the quest~on whether a dechne of b~rth-rate tt may bnng 
about 1s good o r  bad, but the regrettable fact that such 
dechne m11 be greatest In the best elements of the popula- 
tlon There 1s no harm, however, In our puttmg Into 
nahonwlde practice, tentatively, the sctentlfic regulat~on 
of populatton mth the sanct~on of law and trymg our 
vanous moot po~nts  for and agalnst B ~ r t h  Control by ex- 
penment For one thmg there 1s no w~sdom ~n lettmg such 
a serlous problem merely drtft on 

-Prom the Japan Am81 and Mad, Dcc 10, 1938 

"The tnumphs of Sclence over the powers of Nature can 
never become the means of lmprovlng and elevatmg the unt- 
versa1 lot unt~l,  In addhon t o  just ~nstrtutlons, the In- 
crease of manklnd shall come under the dehberate pndance " 

the supemslon of doctors of jud~c~ous fores~ght " JOHN STUIBTMILL 
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T H E  NEW YORK HEARING 
(Contmued from page 89) 

spoke for the League of Women Voters, which, she stated, 
was working for the welfare of women and which held that 
"not quantity but quahty makes for progress " The Citi- 
zen's Umon, whlch has this year put the Blrth Control Bill 
among its preferred legslat~on, was represented and Mr 
Frank Pedlow represented both men and women in the 
Umted Neighborhood Association of New York City 

N'o better statement could be made of the need of Birth 
Control in poor districts than that read by M n  Henry 
Green m behalf of the Henry Street Settlement, New York 
City She told of the pitiful demand of poor women for 
help in keeping thew families down and she gave figures t o  
show what it meant in 111 health to be one of a large famly 
"Our settlement records show" said she, "that seventy per 
cent of all cases of pernicious anema, of r~ckets, bow-legs, 
underweight, undernourishment and hernia have been found 
among the younger children belonging t o  large famihes 
where the mother, although still young, is a complete physl- 
cal wreck from heanng and canng for her children There 
are a large number of familles where five or six mlnors are 
being meagerly supported by a father who averages but 
thirty or thirty-five dollars a week It seems that in a 
great many cases the first, second and t h ~ r d  born are usually 
well It 1s only as the number of children increases that the 
health standards drop " 

The heanng brought out even more stnkingly than in 
former years that there is practically no opposit~on t o  - - 
Blrth Control In New York State except what comes from 
the Roman Cathohc Church, and that, regardless of what 
its representatives said before the Presidential election, that 
church 1s m politics and will remain there as long as ~t has 
any hope of defeatng Birth Control legslat~on. This is the 
one enemy to be met and put t o  rout 

Correspondence 
Edrtor Massachusetts 

I have just fimshed readmg the artlcle in my last REVIEW, 
by one who s~gns C V Drysdale, D Se , F R S E , after 
l t ,  and, although I haven't the shghtest ~ d e a  who he is, I'd 
Wre to shake hm by the hand I am a mother of four 
chddren all under SIX years old and have practiced Birth 
Control slnce the b ~ r t h  of my baby 10 months old My 
last three chlldren were 13 months apart  Can you not 
vividly Imagne what would have happened t o  me ~f I hadn't 
been fortunate t o  meet a real human doctor who gave me 
your address Now what I really want to say wlth all due 
respects to the Cathohc rehgon 1s thls I have a sister-ln- 
law who is a stnct Cathohc accordmg to her own story 
and although she and my brother have been marned five 
years or more they have no children, due to the practlce 
of B ~ r t h  Control and abort~ons, etc She IS one of a famly 
of 9 g r l s  and 2 boys All of her slsters I know well and 
they all go to the Cathohc Church and are marned to Cath- 
ohc men and still they all practlce Birth Control and if 
necessary commit abort~on t o  prevent having children I 
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have a p r l  fnend who 1s Cathollc and commlts abortion 
wltbout the shghtest twlnge of conscience and then con- 
fesses and 1s forgmen according t o  her rel ipon and then 
does the same thing over agaln I could name countless 
cases just  hke tha t  Why wouldn't ~t be much better t o  
teach them the correct way of Bir th Control and thus el~rni- 
nate the dangers they subject themselves t o  now? Although 
perhaps ~ t s  not just the best thing In the world t o  say, I'd 
be mlhng t o  bet money tha t  ~f the very priests who f o r b ~ d  
such thlngs were able t o  bnng  6 or  8 ch~ldren Into thls world 
~n 6 o r  8 years they would look a t  Blr th Control, the same 
a s  all women do, as  the most wonderful of all the wonderful 
things In thls 20th century 

G R L 

THE D E T R O I T  B I R T H  CONTROL CLINIC 
(Continued from page 87) 

vice agencles a s  well as  them workers on account of the 
large families of the poor 

3 The evlls and dangers of Illegal and heretofore in- 
evltable operations can only be fought b y  contraceptive 
measures 

4 Detroit has the highest birthrate of any Amerlcan 
city 

5 One baby out of wery elght born m D e t ~ l t  1s a 
publlc charge 

6 There is wholehearted endorsement of such a clinlc 
by public-minded laymen, soclal workers, eth~cally progrea- 
sive ministers and profess~onally far-seeing physmans 

B I R T H  CONTROL I N  RUSSIA 
(Contmued from page 79) 

we cannot shut our eyes to the facts that there are 
&berent reasons why women remaln cold, and that 
m many cases, as a certam author wittily says, the 
husband needs advlce and the wife consolation Thls 
last c~rcumstance shows us how necessary a close con- 
nectlon between Blrth Control Clmcs and consulta- 
tion regardmg sexual llfe must be, where these in- 
stltutions exlst 

Two years' activlty 1s a short tlme to make any 
sound conclusions But at  the present tune as well 
as two years ago, we take the lib& to declare 

1 That the Blrth Control Chmc 1s the best and 
the most effectwe measure agamst abort~ons, whlch 
are rumng women's health and often leading them 
to death 

2 The Birth Control Cllnlc 1s a method for strug- 
glmg agalnst Infant mortahty, as the greater 1s the 
space of time bctween births, the less is the number 
of chlldren in the famlly, and the more attent~on can 
be pald to every chlld The healthier the chddren 
are the greater are the chances of their remaining 
ahve Therefore the Blrth Control Chnic, attached 
to every Maternity and Infant Welfare Center IS a 
problem of nearest future 

To Control them environment 
Women must b e  ~ r o t e c t e d  by the law 

equally m t h  men 

Do You Know 

EQUAL RIGHTS 
America's Femznzst Weekly, 

Official Organ of the Natlonal Woman's Party 

Subscr~ptlon $2 00 a year 

EQUAL RIGHTS PUBLISHING CO . 
19 West Chase Street, Baltlrnore, Md 

CONTAINS EVERYTHING YOU NEED 

TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE 

SOCIAL CURRENTS OF THE TIMES 

SOCIAL FORCES 
A quarterly Medrum of Soclal Study 

and Interpretatron 
Edlted by 

AOWAlD W ODWX 

Besldes Contributed Artlcles of Tlmely 
Importance, Every Issue carrles 

departments on 

Publcc Welfare 
Commun~y and Nezghborhood 
Race and Cultural Groups 
Government and Cztrzenshzp 
Industrwl Relatzonshzps 

And Other Subjects of Prlme Importance 
to the Home Maker 

$4 00 a year 

The Wllllams and Wllklns Company 
Pwblvkera of Bnentrfic Rooka and P s r w d ~ c a h  

BALTIMORE, MD , U S A 

The 

I N E W  MASSES I 
Offers every month the 

best in revolutionary 
hterature and art 

15 cents a copy on newsstands - subscrzptwn $1 50 
a year Sample copm sent on request I 

T H E  N E W  M A S S E S  
39 Unmn Square, New York C ~ t y  I 



March, 1999 

Per~odical Notes Late News 
New York 

H E  month of February was spent by the Board of DI- 

rectors of the Amerlcan B ~ r t h  Control League ~n work 
prellmmary t o  the Hearlng on the New York Blll Many 
thousands of voters were reached by a B ~ r t h  Control radlo 
talk gwen by Mrs F Robertson Jones, Pres~dent of the 
League from Statlon WEVD on February 3 The culml- 
natlon of many smaller meetings t o  Interest local groups 
In the b ~ l l  was the large luncheon held In Albany, Febm- 
ary 13, under the ausplces of the Albany-Troy and Near- 
by Towns B ~ r t h  Control Committee, a t  whlch Mr  Walter 
Wellman, a lawyer of Schenectady preslded and Rabbl 
Sldney E Goldstem was one of the speakers The Cituen's 
Unlon of New York Clty sent ~ t s  delegate to Albany thls 
year Instructed not only t o  endorse the b ~ l l  but to push ~t 
as on ~ t s  preferred hst of legslation Another name was 
added to the alresdy mposmg llst of endorsements when 
the Laymen's League of All Souls Unltanan Church, New 
York C~ty ,  after lrstenlng to a talk by Mrs R~chard B111- 
mgs, V~ce-Pres~dent of the Amencan Blrth Control League 
on February 11, passed a unanimous resolutlon In favor 

On January 28 Mrs P B P Huse, secretary of the 
League, addressed the Westchester County Ethlcal Culture 
Soclety a t  a meetmg m New Rochelle, a t  the home of Mrs 
Samuel Schlossberg and on February 11 she spoke a t  
Elmlra, t o  an audlence representing thlrty soclal servlce 
organ~zat~ons, in the bulldlng of the Federat~on of Soclal 
Workers In the audlence were clergymen of five de- 
nomnatlons 

At a meetlng of the Rockland County M~nlsters' Assocla- 
tlon, held a t  Nyack, January 25, a resolutlon was passed 
pet~t~onlng the Codes Comrmttee of the N Y Assembly t o  
report favorably the B ~ r t h  Control b ~ l l  

On February 14, Mrs Robertson Jones spoke a t  the 
Vlrgma Day Nursery to a group of 39 replesentat~ves of 
the larger soclal servlce agencles of the Lower East S ~ d e  
of New York C ~ t y  

MRS SANGER RESIGNS EDITORSHIP 

Mrs Sanger announces her res~gnatlon as Edltor of the 
BIBTA CONTEOL REVIEW to devote herself to the work of 
the Cllnlcal Research Bureau On February 26 the first 
of a senes of mnners to promote the work of the Bureau 
was held a t  the Hotel Plaza Mrs Sanger pres~ded and the 
speakers were Owen R Love~oy and Professors Henry 
Pra t t  Falrchdd and Frank H Hank~ns and D r  Hannah 
M Stone 

Telegram ( N  Y )  The movement owes a great deal 
to such columnists as Mrs Walter Ferguson At all t~mes 
Mrs Ferguson's syndicated column "The Woman's Vlew" 
1s open to B ~ r t h  Control or related matters, she 1s senslble 
and unafra~d and through her the message has been car- 
rled far  and wide In a recent column she tells the story 
of one of those ploneer mothers "upon whose weary bones 
our clvlhzatlon 1s budt " T h s  herome 1s the w~fe of the 
Rev Isaac McCoy, who wrote a hlstory of the mlsslons to 
the Inmans In the per~od 1818-1840 

"Not that the excellent man ment~ons hls wife very of- 
ten," says Mrs Ferguson "but it 1s t h ~ s  very neglect that 
causes her to stand a vmd and glowmg figure before the 
reader's eye Thls plous Bap t~s t  m~nlster, h ~ s  mfe and 
seven llttle children left civlllzation In 1818 and began 
thew weary journey to the wilderness HIS good 'help- 
meet,' as he calls her, 1s never mentloned wlthout a new 
mfant a t  the breast And l~sten to thls -She buned ten 
ch~ldren, rangmg from Infancy to manhood, dunng them 
wandermgs from Ohlo to the Indlan Terntory The 
chron~cle does not gve  the exact number of chlldren born 
to Mrs McCoy, but ~t must have been well up In the teens " 

Forum ( N  Y ), January-An art~cle on "Modern Mar- 
nage" dlffers from most recent rad~cal wrltlngs on t h ~ s  
subject In that ~ t s  authors are not the Immature younger 
generation, but are recognized authorities In early m~ddle 
hfe John Middleton Murry, husband of Ratherme Mans- 
field, 1s one of the foremost English l~terary cnttcs and hls 
collaborator, D r  James Carruthers Young, 1s a speclahst 
In medlcal psychology and the author of many medlcal 
books The collaborators have no fear of present-day 
changes In attltude toward marnage They 'belleve them 
to be a normal adaptahon to a chang~ng c~v~lizat~on We 
shall quote In full what they say of Blrth Control 

At the end they stnke a note cunously archalc In so 
modern an art& "It 1s the man's busmess," they say, 
"to lead In marrled hfe, and ~t 1s the woman's busmess to 
know and to dcmand that the man should lead " 

Grand Cmtral Tab ( N  Y )-This wechly zone news- 
paper whlch circulates In the d~strict around 42nd Street, 
pubhshes In a December number a most apprec~at~vc story 
of K ~ t t y  Marlon T h ~ s  1s the more welcome as ~t was m 
thls distnct last summer that the statlon guards and the 
clty pohce combmed to persecute "thls qulet, smrlmg, and 
unobtrusive worker for The Cause " 

h m z c h c u ?  

H E  Heanng on the B ~ r t h  Control Blll which would re- 

Tpeal the present law ngnlnst tho pract~ce of Blrth Con- 
trol was held on February 28, too late for  any account t o  
be ~ncluded In thls lssuc 



Dr. Karl Reiland, 
Rector of St George's Church, 
New York, 

says: 

"I value your pblcca- 
tcon for the brave way m 
whzch et ur keepng before 
the ptlblzc the questzon of 
Bzrth Control, the funda- 
m e n t a 1 cmportance of 
rohrch, as a d g e c t  for 
thcmght and dzecusmn, ur 
dawmng more and more 
upon a mder durtnbutlon 
of thrnlnng people Thcs 
ur o m  of the p r o g e c t s  
whach a later generatzon 
honors m t h  zts gratztude 
for having p h e d  ahead 
a n d a u n t e d  tn deficult 
days " 

Dora Russell, 
Author of "The Rrght to be 
Happy", 

says: 

"I thank the B I a T H 

CONTROL REVIEW ur a 
most valuable and zntella- 
gent pubhcatzolt I lzke zts 
form and Z lzke zts sptnt, 
and espendly I lake the 
absence of eztravagance 
and undue sentzmentdzty 
I thcnk that everybody 
who 8s anterested m the 
nurture of young chzldren 
and zn the sercous prob- 
lems whzch zt raases, such 
as the waste of maternal 
strength and of chald Izfe, 
should not only belzeve zn 
Bzrth Control but t a k e 
your paper regularly 

"What's Wrong With 
Marriage" 

and 

KENNETH MACOOWAN 
(regular p r~ce  $3) 

"Standing Room Only" 
by E A Ross 

(regular prrce $3) 

Birth Control Review 
(regular p r m  $2) 

We offer you m e  of 
these boob and the 
BIRTH C 0 N T R 0 L 

REVIEW for one year 
for 

$3.50 

Bmth Control Renew 
Room 1905,lW Irrfth Avenue 
New York Qty, N Y 

I enclose 
and send to 

Name 

Address 

Send book 

Name 

Address 

We otter you one of 
these books and the 
BIRTH C o N T R o L 

REVIEW for two years 
for 

Krndly enter subscrrptron for 


