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MORE REASONS for BIRTH CONTROL

el

TO OUR DECALOGUE—Our Ten Commanding Reasons for Birth Control — already given, we add two more

The first of these 1s

The Promotion of Morality

(Moralsty 1s promoted by Barth Control w two ways In the broader and more general meamng of the word, homs

Iife, freed both from snhibstsons and from worry about health and economic pressure, wll tend to produce more nor-

mal families and thus rasse the ethical standards of the race Inthe more specsal aspect of the word, as sexual moral-
sty, Birth Control will attack the matstution of proststution and sncredse the stabihty of the fomdy) _ _

Read what authoritres say

O create

a race of
well-born
children 1t 1s
essential  that
the function be
elevated to a
position of dig-
ity and this s
tmposstble as
long as concep-
tion remamns a
matter of

chance

Declaration of
Principles  of
American Barth
Control League

Birth Cantrol will prevent prestitution because young people will be able to marry early and wart unul
their incomes are sufficient before having children, and wives will be freed from the haunung fear of pregnancy
which hovers over a woman from month te month and frequently drives husbands to prostitutes

MAaRGARET SANGER

There 13, 1 believe, no other factor that contributes more—I think I might say as much—to sexual immoral
ity than the seeking by married men of that sexual gratification from illicit 1ntercourse that they have found lack
ing 1n married hfe And this situation arises largely as a result of difficulties and anxieties that come from
cfforts at continence There could be no greater contribution to the morality of the world, as well as to its happ1
ness, than would be the removal of this unhappy state that interferes so greatly with maratal happiness

Wirtiam ALrLex Pusey, M D

Only through an international Birth Control movement can we look forward with confidence to the extine
tion of the three chief evils of human hife—War, Poverty and Prostitution
Avice DeyspaLe Vickery

There are a good many who, having tried to live up to an exalted belief 1n continence, frequently lapse by
resorting to prostitution, exposing themselves 1n the latter case to the dangers of venereal disease and the pangs

of a guilty conscience RacHELLE Yareos, M D

Even 1n irregular sexual life there are, I believe good grounds for the advocacy of Burth Control It 1s a sad
fact, but nevertheless a fact, that under the conditions that modern cvilization sets up, sexual immorality 13 com-
mon I do not mean to intimate, and I do not believe that this 1s not altogether deplorable It 13 much commoner
1n men than 1o women, but 1t 1s by no means restricted 10 women to those who are beyond the bounds of human
protection or of humane efforts for their care Under the standards of morality which society sets up, but
does not observe, an illegiumate birth 1s a fact for which there can be no atonement, either by the mother or the
child With the gexual instinct as 1t 1s, with custom stimulating this appetite by every suggestion prurient inge-
nutty can devise, with the possibility of marriage refused to many women with the atonement for an illegitimate
child beyond any possibility, the women of any intelligence or decent instinct who find themselves n this condition
~—and there are plenty of women of this sort who find themselves in this conditton—are confronted by only one
possibihity and that 1s abortion The aggregate of human agony that 13 the result of this situation 1s beyond any
computation I am not saying 1n order to avoid argument, that these women are not deserving of their ageny,
but I would call attention to the fact that 1t would be better for society 1f the situation were handled differently

Wmriam ALLEN Pusey, MD

The relation of man and woman, so far from being evil within the strict limits of monogamy and within
the restraint that every man 1s bound to put upon all his appetites, 1s not evil but 13 good and this doctrine that
people should abstain 13 wrong and mischievous and 19 certam o lead to the shattering of homes -

Lozp BucxMASTER
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EDITORIAL

AGAIN as February comes around, we rejoice
to honor the Prophet and Laberator, Have-
lock Ellis This year we make a special effort m
the Birthday number, for it commemorates his sev-
entieth anniversary, and his entrance on the eighth
decade of beautiful and enormously useful living
The first tribute comes from the heart and pen of
Margaret Sanger

Havelock Ellis

UR generation does not look for samnts who
are regarded as messengers from a super-
human realm, but for samnts whom 1t can honor
as the most human of men” So declares Stefan
Zwelg, whose lluminating studies of Tolstoy, Casa-
nova and Stendahl have recently been published in
this country It might be nearer the truth to say
that our generation does not look for samnts at all
Confronted with a samnt, how many of this twen-
tieth century would recogmze him? How many
have? In active and violent revolt aganst tradi-
tional and orthodox religion, we have developed a
phobia for all things that even suggest the old re-
hgion—even 1its vocabulary “Samnt” or “santh-
ness”’ are words 1 bad odor with us They mean
somebody or something excessively—or even hypo-
critically—sanctimonmous For the majonity of the
younger generation the “samt’ connotes a holy man
or woman untouched by the problems or the suffer-
mgs of our workaday world But there are certamn
heroie lives, certain giants of the spirit, a few radi-
ant personalities today whose example compels us
to resort to the now discarded vocabulary of prmmi-
tive religion  Certain men we can only adequately
characterize as saints Xavelock Elhs 1s one—to
me the foremost—of these contemporary sants
What 1s a sant? How can we define a sant
without evoking the symbols or the images of m-
stitutional religion? “When we talk of a Iife as
saintly,” declares Stefan Zweg, “we mean that 1t
18 heroical in the sense of entire devotion to a re-
hgiously concerved 1deal ” I am not quite satisfied

with that word “religiously ” It confuses rather
than clarmfies I would rather define the sant as
one who radiates spiritual truth and energy I see
hin hving in a realm above and beyond the shout-
mg and the tumult of the day’s “news” Current
events do not trouble him Captains and kings
come and go Ialliputian warriors strut their hour
upon the world stage, and boundary lines between
nations are made and unmade The sant takes no
active part in this external trafficking Yet he does
not dwell apart 1n an 1vory tower of his own con-

struction
sShafl.

ETACHED as he seems to be from the pan

and suffering of our workaday world, Have-
lock Elhs has penetrated profoundly mto the per-
sistent problems of the human race Nothing human
1s alien to his sympathy and charity The knowl-
edge of this samnt 1s broad and deep his wisdom 1s
even deeper He makes no strident, blatant effort
to shout out his message to the world He makes
no rash promises of eternal salvation or happiness
But gradually, and mn ever-increasing numbers,
men and women pause to listen to his serene voice
There 1s indeed something miraculous 1n the man-
ner m which men and women i all parts of our
world have stopped to “listen n” to the voice of
Havelock Ellis Here 1s a phenomenon far more
amazing than the achievements of radio-activity
Despite all the obstacles and obstructions that
have hindered his expression, his truth has filtered
through to the minds ready to receive 1t It 1s not
the place here to attempt to define his “message”—
if iIndeed there can be said to be any defimte “mes-
sage”, other than that of Lfe more abundant, at-
tained through a more complete understanding of
ourselves and unruffled chanty toward all the van-
ations of which this all-too-human race has demon-
strated itself capable Xllis 15 much more than a
‘“philosopher of love™, as he was described by Hous-
ton Peterson in the biography published last year
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He 1s more than a psychologist preoccupied with
probing mto sexual abnormalities Yuke Francs
of Assis1 he has opened the eyes of the spirit to
new and heretofore 1gnored aspects of life  Saint
Francis has been acclaimed as the real father of
Italan art—he taught men the beauty of external
nature, of his brother the sun and his sister the
moon, of ammal Iife and all the pageantry of the

passing seasons

TO HAVELOCK ELLIS more than any other
contemporary, we owe our concept of that
kingdom of God which 1s really within us, that in-
ner world which hides all our inherent potentialities
for joy as well as suffering Thanks to his serene
and heroic assertion of fundamental truths, we re-
alize today, as never before 1n the history of human-
ity, that happiness must be the fruit of our own
activity, our own attitude toward hife, and that 1t 1s
n no way dependent upon the rewards of the fights
of external fortune Ths spiritual energy which
Havelock Ellis has for so many years radiated 1s
thus a merciful, beneficient, and, above all, a fertile
and lhife-giving force

Like Saint Franeis of Assisi, Havelock Ellis has
awakened us to a new hife and a new world We
can never—even If by some mexphcable stubborn-
ness we would—turn back mto that cabined and
confined world in which at the beginning of his
career, he found himself, and which by the quiet
and progressive assertion of his own values, he has
done so much to dissolve The truth 1s that since
the world recognition of Havelock Ells, we are all
different people today Unafraid and alone he was
one of the first to strike boldly as a pioneer into
an uncharted jungle of human nature Anyone
less than a saint would have fallen Havelock Ellis
not only penetrated unhaimed through that purga-
tory, but has led the rest of us with hm Taboos
have been destroyed Fears have vamished And
even though practically everything still remains to
be done of the vast labors of the twentieth century
Heicules, we have the example of this modern saint
to encourage and to inspire us for decades to come

NOTHER landmark in the Birth Control
movement was reached on January 17th, when
the members of the American Birth Control League
assembled in New York for therr Annual Meeting

Burth Control Review

It 1s now a little over seven years since the League
came 1nto existence under the courageous leader-
ship of Margaret Sanger At that time — the late
fall of 1921—there was not in the United States a
single clime or medical center where poor women
could go for advice It was difficult to secure any
discussion of the subject, for the very name was
tabu mm polite society, and many even of the sup-
porters of the cause were ashamed to be seen carry-
ing Birth Control lterature, or to display 1t on
their tables The progress since those days 1s gigan-
tic  As regards Birth Control, we seem to have
emerged from the dark of the mddle ages into the
light of open discussion and sc:entific bemsons Nor
has the influence of the American Birth Control
League been confined to this country In England
the Neo-Malthusian League had been 1n existence
before 1921, but even there, with 1ts older organiza-
tion, the msprration of Margaret Sanger’s cam-
paign was felt in a quickening of interest and n a
ready adoption of the new name which she had
gwven to the movement Birth Control has become
the universally recogmzed mscription on the stan-
dard of the movement in England as well as here,
and the carrying of Birth Control information to
the poor by means of clinies has been adopted as the
policy of the Birth Control workers in all countries
which have been aroused to interest in the subject

Qle,

ERY httle time was spent at the annual meet-

g m surveying this progress or the triumphs
of the past And rightly so, for m spite of all that
has been done, there are still vast fields untouched
even in America There are now mn the United
States, Dr Stone of the Clinical Research Bureau
told the meeting, 28 chmes or maternal centers
where contraceptive advice 1s given to poor mothers
These are distributed over 10 States, which means
that there are still 38 States entirely without any
such faciities for family control It means that
there are still tens of milhions of American mothers
who have no possibility of securing the rehef and
freedom which ought to be the right of each one of
them It means, moreover, that the people in these
88 States have not been aroused to the need of Birth
Control, that the majority of them know nothing
about 1t, and if they have heard some rumors of it,
they probably confuse contraception with abortion
This 1s the work that hes before the League to
educate the people as to what Birth Control means
for the famuly, for the naticn, for the world at large,
to create a demand for Birth Control chnies and
assist in establishing them, and to clear the field
from obstructive laws and ignorant opposition
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Havelock Ellis
As [ Understand Him

By MaeNus HIRSCHFELD

OST men can be classified and put in pigeon-
holes here 1s a chemist, here a plumber, here
a playwright, but 1t 18 not easy to pigeon-hole
Havelock Elhs He has specialized on so many
things, that he escapes the pitfalls of specialism
The specialist 1s usually a man in blinkers, blind to
all tracks except the one before his nose He has
to think along a rut—the rut of his training Have-
lock Ellis escaped the ruts of trainming—he was not
even educated at a Public School (For which the
Lord be thanked ) Childhood at sea, education at
private schools, teaching work in various parts of
New South Wales—what a splendid absence of all
those traditions that in every country stiffen the
“educated classes” into mental Robots, carrying out
hfe according to a plan made for them Havelock
Ellis has worked out his own plan, or, what 1s bet-
ter, has Iived in lus own way It has been a varied
bfe Born in 1859, he was in New South Wales
from 1875-79, then qualified m London as a medi-
cal man but soon gave up medical practice for less
restricted fields of work In 1891 he married Edith
Lees, with whom he had a wonderful companion-
siup till her death in 1916
It 1s bfe altogether that interests him, and thus
1t 15 that hife breaks m upon all his speciahsm  And
this specialism 1s so varred! A reader of the Mer-
maid Series of Old Dramatists might think of Ells
as a student of early drama, a reader of the Con-
temporary Science Series would consider him 2 man
of science, “Impressions and Comments” seem to
be the work of a hterary man of varied attamnments,
and “The Dance of Life” reveals the philosopher
But not the “systematic” philosopher The um-
verse 1s too big to go into the pint pot of 2 human
system, and Ells makes no attempt to put it there
In his great work, “Studies n the Psychology of
Sex,” Elhs shows himself very unwilling to be en-
slaved by a theory He finds the relationship of
facts to hife more inportant than the theory that
“explains” them

T IS his steady contact with hife, that makes

Ellis distrustful of much that passes as “psycho-
analysis” How the psychoanalyst at times piles
up his complexes, till “they seem to be plentiful
enough to account for anything”, Ells illustrates
on pp 18-22 of the recent seventh volume of his
“Studies” He does not, of course, deny the value
of the work done by the Freudian school, but he

sees hmits, where this school does not, 1t strays
sometimes mto a cloudland, where Iife does not fol-
low 1t Ellis’s direct contact with hfe had for hum
its disadvantages It brought him at the outset into
conflict with that strange child of ignorance and
prejudice—the law 'We all know how the English
publisher of “Sexual Inversion” was convicted of
publishing an indecent book, and even now, I be-
lieve, the British Museum authorities dare not enter
the “Studies” m ther catalogue The war sup-
ported reactionism n this, as in other things, and 1
learn that in post-war England, a Scotland Yard
detective threatened to report a bookseller, for sell-
g openly Hirschfeld’s “Die Homosexualitat”
(Underhand sale — at a higher price — 1s thus of
course encouraged ) The law at present favors
1gnorance, and 1gnorance favors cruelty Ells has
been the steady opponent of both As a result he
has had to publish his chief work abroad

One who combines knowledge with wisdom has
a great and loving tolerance of life and 1s less prone
than the ignorant, or the men of narrow traimng,
to see always ughness in ways that are not lus own
When the salt water of our far ancestral home 1s
connected with the symbohism of all water and of
all flowing streams, the 1dea of lustration by urine
ceases to be merely ugly I use this illustration,
because I have just been reading Ellis’s fine tieat-
ment of “Undimsm” m the last volume of his
“Studies”

N BIRTH CONTROL, Eils’s attitude has
been unhesitating Those who wish for peace
should, 1n ms opimon, (as he wrote in the “Nation”
of earlier days) pray for a fzil in the birth-rate A
German Nationalist has approved of the “Schlacht
der Geburten” (battle of child-bearing) promul-
gated by the Itahan dictator,! and the phrase shows
us the Neo-Christian conception of the use to which
“these little ones” should be put Soldiers in petto
—of such 1s the kingdom of heaven All of us who
wish to see babies grow into happy men and women
are at one with Havelock Ellis
At this time however my readers will be specially
pleased to get a glimpse of Havelock Elhs as man
More than a ghmpse 1t shall not be, for we know
how Ellis dishkes personal publicity, yet something
he must allow us, for this once, to say A friend of

1See Korherr in “Suddeutsche Monatshefte”, Dec, 1927, and Harold
Picton s reply, Feb, 1928
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mine writes of his acquaintance with hum as follows,
making however no claim to more than the knowl-
edge that must come to all of those whom Ellis has
helped —

“I have often watched his tall, gracious presence, as
he searched the catalogue mn the Reading Room of the
British Museum He seemed to me a wonderful example
of the withdrawn student, who yet remamed courteous
to all who are 1n that “tragic state of tension” which 1s
hfe2 A man hiving in great sumplicity, I used to see
hin 1n the orchestra seats at the Queen’s Hall, and he
told me that his place 1n the theatre was in the gallery
His knowledge was 1n inverse proportion to his material
demands on hfe One summer afterncon, during the
war, we were sitting with two ‘Objectors’ on the lawn
of an old cottage I then had 1n Essex The talk roamed
over various fields, and I asked Ellis whether the earlier
works of art that represent the second toe of the human
foot 13 longer than the first, depicted an anatomical
fact, or simply an aesthetic wish He answered, a httle
dnly, ‘If you want to go into that gquestion, you will
find a whole hiterature dealing with the subject’ But
there 18 nothing dry-as-dust, and httle that 1s aloof,
about Elhs’s personahty True, he keeps away from
the market-place and prefers the study and the coun-
tryside, but no one, I feel sure, ever turned to him for
help 1n vain A boy wnites, or a girl writes, puzzled
about his or her self, and the answer comes, 1n his own
hand I have never had a typed letter from hmm, and
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how, amud all his stuches, he finds time for his corre-
spondents, I have never been able to imagine He would
write, for instance, that a certain boy needed help to
understand himself, was I perhaps willing to help, if so,
he would send the boy my name And there must be
thousands, to whom this touch of sympathy from the
withdrawn student in lus study brought the first under-
standing of themselves and the first hint that their
problems and anomales need not be hopeless things *

My correspondent speaks of Ellis as one who has
reverence for the personalities of others, and this 1s,
indeed, plain m all his work The people who are
ready to run about with their confident mimstra-
tions have seldom given themselves time to under-
stand the “evils” they would cure Ther “cure” 18
to force everybody to be like themselves Elhs has
studied the “evils” first and found that usually,
properly looked at, they need be no evils at all
Anyone who wishes can have of Ellis’s knowledge
and learn to help himself His 1s a greater and more
charitable wisdom than that of the morahst

How international his work and lis sympathies
are I have every reason to know, for In my own
sphere his cordial collaboration has never failed
He 15 one of the most honored members of the
Founders’ Commuttee of the World League for
Sexual Reform Wherever freedom for self-con-
trolled individual development 1s sought, Havelock
Elhs can be relied on for his help

The Prose of Havelock Ellis

By HunTINGTON CAIRNS

O WRITE 1s a strenuous mtellectual task,”

Havelock Ellis has written, “not to be achieved
without the exercise of the best tramned and most
deliberate rational faculties ” To the art of writing
he has himself devoted much thought and effort
It constitutes, indeed, the theme of a notable essay
and 1s the subject of many notes scattered through
his volumes From his first book to s last he has
endeavored to express his thoughts in prose of a
high quality To the perfecting of the medium
through which his personality found expression he
has brought a scholar’s knowledge of the nature
of hterary prose and the sensitiveness of an artist
His pages give evidence of a care which only the
loving craftsman could expend upon them But
quality in Enghsh prose 1s not alone achieved by
pamful effort, as he himself has pomnted out There
must be present that indefinable savor that has

2See “Eonism and other Studies”, p 522

hfted Enghsh prose for brief periods to high levels
of beauty, and 1t 1s that savor that the prose of
Havelock Elhs unmistakably possesses

It 15 no anomaly for a man of science to write
superbly, and the fact that Havelock Elhs’ best
energies have gone mto scient:fic research has no
bearmmg upon the qualty of the prose he writes
Men of science from Sir Francis Bacon to Bertrand
Russell have written prose of & nobility that 1s not
excelled by the greatest of English Stylists It may
be that the majority of the men of science who have
written with distinetion have also been concerned,
apart from their scientific interests, with literature
There are, however, notable exceptions, of whom
perhaps the foremost 1s Sir James Jeans, the cos-
mogomst, whose writings are exclusively devoted
to the subjects within that field, but who 1s, never-
theless, possessed of a style of extraordinarly high
quality On the other hand, writers whose subjects
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would seem to demand speecial aptitude in literary
expression are frequently not only entirely devoid
of all prosodical graces but seem able to select words
that only approximately express their thought It
1s enough 1n this connection, perhaps, to refer to the
writings of John Dewey, which are not only devoid
of all the attributes of fine writing, but are, as
Joseph Warren Beach has pomnted out n “The Out-
look for American Prose,” as unprecise as any
writing could well be The high qualty of Elhs’
prose 1s thus independent of the nature of the pur-
surts to which he has devoted his Iife, its excellence
18 due to somethmg far more sigmficant and pro-
found

It 1s Havelock Elhs’ distinguishing characteristic
that he 1s more than a great scientist, more than a
great man of letters, he 1s an artist It 1s this fact
alone, perhaps, that 1s the key to the understand-
mg of his mamfold activities To every problem
that he has approached, whether 1t be the problem
of Iife or sex or genws, or the simple wonder of an
English garden, he has brought all the understand-
ing and the sensitiveness of the artist All the marks
of the artist are upon him his appearance, his love
of music, and s love of good acting, lns feeling
for nature, sculpture and fine dancing ! He 15 seen
today as one of the supremely great men of all time
and, perhaps, when we look a little closer, it may
be seen that he 1s one of the greatest artists of all
time

T IS from his quahties as an artist that we may

explain the excellence of his wrniting As Wilham
Morrnison Patterson discovered m his study of the
rhythm of prose, spontaneity, ease and fitness char-
acterize the motions of savages, while the move-
ments of civiized men are awkward and replete
with wasted effort The writer of great prose has
recaptured that rhythmic art which the race had
lost No reader of the prose of Havelock Elhs, 1f
he has any musical and rhythmic sense at all, can
be unaware of the melody and rhythm his prose
possesses n such abundance There 1s a pecuhar
harmony, a quet rise and fall of emphasis that per-
vades all lis writings and makes them not quite Like
the writings of any other man Certain phrases of
his own that he frequently employs, such as “it
well may be” or “for as we know today”, tend to
gwve a distinctive thythm- It 1s as pure and as
highly rhythmical as the prose of De Quincey,
Landor and Moore The following well known
passage, taken from the chapter which closed, as he
thought, his hfe work, and which must have been

1In The Dance of Lafe (p 157) Ellis quotes his first schoolmaster
as saying ‘You will have a hand of your own my boy” His hand-
writing 15, however, the typical handwniting of the scholar See the
examples 1n Englith Handwnting, by Roger Fry and E A Lowe,
SPE Tract No XXIII, Oxford, 1926
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written under the deepest emotional fluences, 1l-
lustrates perhaps more clearly than any other pas-
sage the lyrical qualhities of his prose

“The present 1s 1n every age merely the shifting point
at which past and future meet, and we can have no
quarrel with either There can be no world without
traditions, neither can there be any hfe without move-
ment As Heracleitos knew at the outset of modern
philosophy, we cannot bathe twice in the same <tream,
though, as we know today, the stream still flows in an
unending arcle  There 18 never a moment when the
new dawn 1s not breaking over the earth, and never a
moment when the sunset ceases to die It 18 well to
greet serenely even the first glimmer of the dawn when
we see 1t, not hastemng towards 1t with undue speed,
nor leaving the sunset without gratitude for the dying
hight that once was dawn

“In the moral world we are ourselves the lightbearers,
and the cosmic process 13 m us made flesh For a brief
space 1t 1s granted to us, if we will, to enhghten the
darkness that surrounds our path As i the ancient
torch-race, which seemed to Lucretius to be the symbol
of all hife, we press forward torch m hand along the
course Soon from behind comes the runner who will
outpace us All our skill lies 1n giving mte s hand
the hving torch, bright and unflickering, as we ourselves
disappear 1 the darkness *

At times he aclreves the tenderness that marks
Hazhtt’s “for a Little while I had sat with the gods
at therr golden tables, I had tasted of all earth’s
bliss ”

“These years have gone by, I scarcely know how,
and the heart has often been crushed and heavy, hife has
seemed to recede into the dimness behind, and one’s eyes
have been fizxed on the End that crowns all Yet on
the first day of Spring, and this Spring more than
those of the late years that passed over us, soft air and
sunshine lap me around and I indeed see again the
solemn gaiety of the tulip and hear the message 1n the
blackbird’s low and serenely joyous notes, my heart 1s
young again, and the blood of the world 1s in my veins,
and a woman’s soul 1s beautiful and her Lips are sweet »

HEN Shakespeare writes “my hand will

rather the multitudinous seas incarnadine”
he 15 moved more by the music of the words than by
the accuracy of s vision Elhs, wnting of the
“restless, antiseptic sea” achieves as individual a
vision and greater accuracy without the sacrifice of
phrasal melody Elhs believes that Raleigh’s invo-
cation to Death 1s the most magnificent sentence in
the language2 The most magnificent sentence to

2“0 eloquent, just and mighty Death! whom none could adwise,
thou hast persuaded what none hath dared, thou hast done, and
whom all the world hath flattered, thou only hath cast out of the
world and despised, thou hast drawn together all the far-stretched
greatness, all the pride, cruelty, and ambition of man, and covered
it all over with these two narrow words, Hic jacit” Sir Walter
Raleigh, The Hutory of the World, Book V, Chap VI
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Havelock Ellis

Prophet of Rational Freedom
By Epcar Woop PANGBORN

HUNDRED years or so from now, when
history has established Havelock Ellis
among the other 1mmortals of our era, he will be
remembered as one who gave lus hfe and effort
toward a sane liberation of humanity’s sexual life
He will be numbered among the very wisest and
bravest of all pioneers, among the most far-sighted
of all leaders
Morris Ernst and William Seagle have shown*
how censorship apparently has at least three more
or less definite stages, in the growth of the Race
Mind from rehgious censorship, to political, to
seaual
At first, men are afraid of anything that appears
to threaten their accepted superstitions — their
organized religions, from this fear come witch-
burnings and mqusitions But codified rehgion
dies of its own ngidity (as formal Roman Cath-
olicism seems to be dying), or 1s exploded by mtel-
lectual revolt, or 1s in some other way forced to

a secondary place i men’s minds
humanity grows

'The first place 1s then taken by a fear for shakily
established political mstitutions, from this fear
come political persecutions and suppression of all
1deas that menace the political status quo Such a
state of affairs 1s bound to end i some such explosion
as the French Revolution Meanwhile, humanty
grows

And when religious and political freedom are
attamed (i theory at least), men have time to be
worried about the termfic inner drive of sex, and
we have that sort of censorship, (public and private
repression), which 1s so prominent a feature of
present-day hife Meanwhile, humanty grows
O F COURSE 1t must not be thought that these

stages come m any neat mathematical order

At present in America we have all three, wonder-
fully tangled But the restrictions to pohtical and

Meanwhile,

be found in his own writings 1s addressed to man-
kind “O Man, sublime 1n dreams, pitiful 1n real
Iife, august in the creation of 1deals, lower than an
idiot n the face of the real world, O pitiful Man,
leave the world alone to be ived in by those who
know how to live, be content to dream ” Of death
he has written only indirectly, but with a touch of
Biblical phraseology “Last week, when I was
feeling, as ever since I left Cornwall I have felt,
singularly firm against assault, Death, 1n his casual
tentative indifferent way, just gave me a torturing
prick with his scythe as he passed by, leaving me
alive but bleeding Ever since I lie on my back 1n-
valid, for the first time in my active life, and whether
he 1s hikely to come agamn soon there 1s none to tell
me »

The final arbiter of any prose, as Samtsbury
found at the end of his long study of Englsh prose
rhythm, 1s the sensitive ear Neither scansion nor
analysis nor comparison reveals the standard by
which we can measure the merit of literary compo-
sition It 1s by the ear alone that we must finally
judge prose, as 1t 1s only by the ear that we are
aware of the lovehness of a Schubert sonata Other
tests disclose the quality of thought rather than the
excellence of the word-music There 1s, for ex-
ample, the test that Willlam Bayard Hale applied

* “To The Pure
Viking Press, 1928

" A Study of Obscemity and the Censor, The

in his brilliant study of Woodrow Wilson’s prose
He found that a representative group of men of
letters from Shakespeare to Shaw employed on
the average, 1n passages selected at random of 108
words, thirteen verbs and four and one-half adjec-
tives Woodrow Wilson, on the contrary employed
six verbs and thirty adjectives Havelock Ells, by
the same test, uses, curiously enough, the thirteen
verbs but employs six adjectives The extraord-
nary number of adjectives found m Wilson's text
was plamly used to conceal a paucity of thought
The number employed by Ells 1s no greater than
that used by Shaw, for example, and indicates
merely ummpeded progressive thought develop-
ment Perhaps the most outstanding characteristic
of the architectonies of Ellis’ prose 1s the sugges-
tiveness of his paragraph endings, for thev are
nerther abrupt, as were Carlyle’s, nor complete, as
are Conrad’s, but, theirr thought bemng fully ex-
pressed, they tend to shade off hinting at a sugges-
tiveness of things unsaid® TThere 1s also the high
note, which balances everything said before, upon
which his compositions mvanably end But 1t 1s,
however, when all 1s said, to the gorgeous word-
music permeating his passages that the lover of
prose will turn  There 1s a symphony of literary
music to be found 1n his prose that only the gieatest
of English writers have equalled

8See George Samtsbury, Hustory of Engluh Pross Rhythm, Lon-
don, 1922, p 461
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rehgious freedom are, except m certain backward
communtties, In a state of very obvious decay Sex-
ual obscuramtism 1s by all odds the most powerful
and oppressive form of the modern censor complex

Ernst and Seagle seem to suggest that when sex-
ual censorship dies, as it must, there will be some
other hystetical fear to take 1ts place This hardly
seems likely Religion, pohtics, and the so-called
“private hfe”—what 1s there of ruling importance
m the human equation that does not fall into one
of these three categories? Why, when we actually
have freedom for a wise and beautiful sexual life,
there won’t be anything left to censor!

Grant that the political world order 1s rotten at
1ts core of rabid nationalism and m need of titantic
change, 1f there 1s ever to be peace, grant that the
death of formalized religion has left a painful gap
n the majority of minds But if the human force
now spent mn 2 half blind struggle agamst sexual
confusion could be freed, would not these problems
be solved more rapidly than we, with our only half-
wakened minds, can begin to i/magme?

In the effort to free this immense and potentially
splendid force, no man has done more than Have-
lock Ellis No man has done more than he to hber-
ate women and men from their fear of the glorious
realities of sex, no man has done more to make pos-
sible of reahzation the human right to be happy
No man has done more, and few have ever seen so
clearly the goal of their efforts

IN THIS land of the slowly becoming free, and
home of the sometunes quite brave, there 1s a
hitle law which resirets the sale of “Studies i the
Psychology of Sex” to doctors and lawyers—these
classes bemng somehow or other immune to “tempta-
tions” and all that sort of thing Hence I am not
yet farmlhiar with Havelock Ellis’s magnum opus
The best 1 can do, on this occasion when we cele-
brate the seventieth birthday of our beloved pioneer,
will be to attempt an estimate of what seems to me
the finest detail of Ellis’s work  (“Detail” not at
all n the sense of “tnfle”—the word 1s used merely
to distinguish the subject from the more general
1deas which Ellis has done so much to popularize )

I refer to “The Love-Rights of Women™ *

The value of the work 1s not so much m Elhs’s
suggestions as to what these “love-rights” are, as 1t
15 1n the simple statement that there are such rights
What mdividual women want their sexual love to
be 1s a thing they must decide for themselves, but

® One of the “Little Essays of Love and Virtue”, Doran, 1922
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men must recognize the fact that women are their
comrades, and not “bemgs ideally on a level
above themselves and practically on a level consid-
erably below themselves” And men are beginning
to accept this fact today, more and more—as Ellis
ponts out with a satisfaction which must be shaied
by any rational nund

Instincts grow and alter with the growth and al-
teration of human nature The old order changeth
—1n the ntumate fields of psychology as much as mn
the broader, social fields

Those m accord with modern thought know that
the 1deal of sexual love 1s comradeship When this
1deal 1s realized the male no longer wants to pur-
sue, the female no longer wants to be caught, male
and female desire to umte their efforts toward the
capture of Love itself And mn this atmosphere the
psychological forces which might otherwise be di-
rected mnto the shattering horror of jealousy are
spent 1 an exploration of the infimties of gentle-
ness, understanding, joyous adaptation This way
lies happiness, no other way than ths

True, the way cannot be found unti} there 1s the
mental clarity which comes from intellectual free-
dom But—

“ There was never so much clear and erit-
1cal thought in the world as there 1s now, never so
large a body of generally accessible knowledge
and suggestion, never anything lke the same
breadth of outlook, the same umversality of in-
agmative freedom That 1s so 1n spite of infinite
turmoil and confusion T

LOVE as the apotheosis of comradeship—yes,
that way and no other lhes happmess And
when Havelock Ellis has done so much to clear this
way for us, how madequate must be any thanks we
can give him mn words!

In truth, there 1s only one way m which we can
express our gratitude to such a leader as Elhs And
that 1s by letting freely into our lives the hight which
his creative thought has generated The mind of
Havelock Ellis gives and wants no reward except
that others shall take

We must then find in ourselves the same courage
that made Elhs explore the mysteries of sex for the
sake of others, the courage 1s there 1t 1s for us to
find 1t It will not be hard to find 1t, 1f we remem-
ber that the only way out of confusion 1s the way
of love

®H G Welis, “The Passionate Friends”, Harper, 1918
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Havelock Ellis
Social Relativist

By Epvaep C LINDEMAN

HE riches of Havelock Ells’s mind “have cer-
tamnlv made themselves wings”, else how ac-
count fo1 the difficulty in selecting a single phase?
His catholie mind soars so easily over mymads of
subjects of human mnterest that one hesitates both
to generalize and to particularize From the pomnt
of view of the social scientist, he stands supreme as
the most modern of contemporary social relativists,
and 1t 1s from this pomnt of view that he has, per-
haps, fertilized my thinking most directly It will,
I presume, be within the scope of my assignment
if I go beyond his intentions 1n my attempt to give
gccount of the meaning of his social relativism to
me What is saxd in the following paragraphs may
not be precisely what Havelock Ellis has said or
mght say, but 1t represents at least my mterpreta-
tion of his thought

In the first place, Havelock Ellis does not con-
cewve a world of values in which the advantage hes
either with the individual or with society He re-
sents the blind and awkward authoritv of the state,
but he also recognizes that much of the world’s
work might be done effectively and without coercion
through the state as means To him, freedom does
not mean mdividualism and unrestrained irrespon-
sibility but rather a life of liberty 1n and wathin a
changing social context There 1s no absolute m-
dividual, and by the same token there 1s no absolute

group

THE world, as seen by Havelock Ellis, 1s forever
recedmg from or approaching conflict Ihs-
turbance and equilibrium are ultimate traits of our
umverse “The great principles of conflict mn hife

are built mnto the structure of the world”
“The conflict of forces and the struggle of opposing
wills are of the essence of our universe and alone
hold 1t together” Many tender-minded persons
shrink from so reahistic a view of life, they go on
seeking a futile, and non-creative harmony Not
so, Havelock Ells, he not merely sees conflict as
one of the primary given data of life but he sees
conflict and 1ts resclution as the means toward cre-
ative iving 'War, as one mamfestation of conflict
on 1ts lowest level, he abhors “In the creation of
the forms of art,” he writes m “The Philosophy of
Conflict”, “we see, as 1n the evolution of the forms
of ammal life, there 1s no room for violence, con-
flict and resistance go hand m hand with harmony
and balance, we must go very low down m the arts

—indeed, to the most degraded of all—to find that
knock-out blow adored of the militarist” Nothing
1s created through sameness, difference 1s the great
stimulator And, out of the emergences of inter-
penetrated differences come those discoveries and
mventions which Lft hife to higher and creative
levels

MORALITY, likewise, possesses no absolutes
The good hLfe 1s an art, not a lesson to be
learned bv rote In a relative world everything
changes, ethical rules as well as science  “Morality
1s but the grammar of hfe” WNor does this mean
that the ethics of Havelock Ellis 1s representative
of a new form of hedomism The Iife of the artist
15 & disciplined hfe, and he who would find the way
of the good life through the search for the beautiful
has a far more difficult talk than he who chooses
rules and duties As A W Benn says of the Greek
Philosophers, “The beautiful 1s hard—hard to
Judge, hard to win, hard to keep” There 15, -
deed, something splendidly heroic m this conception
of moraltv as set forth by Havelock Ellis, heroie
mts freedom and n 1ts call for mner discipline

Here, then, are three forms of social relativism
which have been illuminated by the wisdom and the
msight of Havelock Ellis There are many other
manifestations of this theme mn his wntmgs, and
there are, one must affirm, evidences of a less rela-
tivistic stramn m some of his more philosophic es-
says, but he stands as a brave challenge to all abso-
lutists who would somehow bind hfe with chamns
and press its stuff nto moulds He has freed many
minds from bondage and has brought adventurous
Joy to all those who

[{3 sm

Of a land where even the old are fair,

And even the wise are merry of tongue”

Obituary

Loue Elbs, sister of Havelock Elha, died on the eight-
eenth of December For several years previously she had
suffered increasingly from rheumatic arthntis, but this 1n
no way seemed to impair her charming and eager mind
She was devoted to her distingmshed brother and could
find no greater pleasure than in talking about him with
some friendly visitor The books of both Dr Goldberg
and Mr Peterson profited greatly from her generous
adwice
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Havelock Ellis

An Appreciation
By EMMELINE PETHICK LAWRENCE

E see the world in the light of our own ex-
perience, and therefore 1n my view, there
are three outstanding philosophers who have, dur-
ing the past thirty or forty years, changed the whole
complex of our national thought, expanded our
mental horizon and created all that 1s best 1n the
spirit of our modern life They are Havelock Ellis,
Edward Carpenter and Bernard Shaw
My early youth was deeply influenced by the poet
of Democracy, a fresh wind was blown through a
stuffy age by the brilhant dramatist who swept
away the solemn sentimentalities and shallow 1llu-
sions which were the scum of the 1deals of the nine-
teenth century But although “The New Spint”
was read and re-read with delight when 1t was pub-
lished many years ago, 1t 1s only slowly and pro-
gressively that I have grown to the full apprecia-
tion of the scope of Havelock Ellis’s vision
A long hife of experience 1n the world has taught
me the immense value of his research m the realm
of Sex Psychology, and hours of leisure have of
late given me the delight of communion with his
personal self, through the three volumes of his “Im-
pressions and Comments”, and the notes and diaries
supplied by him to the author of the recently pub-
hshed Biography have given me the sense of the
organic harmony of his inner being and 1ts hterary
expression

IN SOME subtle way there 1s, I feel, a co-relation
between the mstinctive passion that has domi-
nated his hfe work and that which dommated the
Movement for Women’s Freedom with which I
have been 1dentified Havelock Ellis in “Impres-
sions and Comments” refers to a woman of the
Victonan era who chose to die in a burning house
rather than escape from 1t unclothed, and then pro-
ceeds to tell the story of a nurse on a Hospital Ship
who witnessed the foundering of a torpedoed vessel
during the War and who—being an expert n life-
saving—began to throw off her clothes with the
words “Excuse me Boys, I must save the Tom-
mues ’ That he says 1s the spint to which he gives
homage That 1s the spirit in which hundreds of
women, whose names will never be known, divested
themselves of conventions, of “ladyhke” standards
of behavior, as they devoted themselves to the Mih-
tant Movement for the political emancipation of
their sex, realizing that the denal of ertizenship was
the weakest pomnt m the dykes that dammed up

from them the Life-giving waters of freedom That
bit of vigorous engmeering, fraught with dangers
and ddfficulties, now successfully achieved, has
swept away barriers that otherwise would have hin-
dered the flow of his feruhzing wisdom A few
years ago women were powerless to recreate thewr
own standards of morality mn realms of sex, love
and motherhood Only those women endowed with
exceptional genus, or beauty, or wealth, or the pat-
ronage of those of very high rank, possessed any
choice between accepting the conditions of serfdom
under the law, or becoming social outcasts, but
women are now 1n a position to avail themselves of
the knowledge of the scientific mvestigator and of
the art of the philosopher of human relationships
Havelock Ells 1s reaping the harvest of the seed
which he sowed in “Lattle Essays mm Love and
Virtue” He sees in the serene autumn of his life,
not only a great change in public opimon, he 1s
able to watch, in the actual lives of many of hs
younger friends, the dreams of lus own youth com-
mg true He has entered so quietly yet withal so
potently mnto the stream of evolution, that he has
become like a creative force of Nature—of that
Nature which 1s slowly shaping man to a more god-
like state of being

The vision nises to my mind of a gallant ship in
a wide calm sea, reflecting a golden sun in the west-
ern sky, while a full moon rises n the East Ship
and ocean, sun and moon and sky are symbols of
his spiit  Strength, serenity, quietness and beauty
find expression in is work The spirit of life has
found in lum the creative word

Philosopher and Scientist
By Percy Li CLARE, Jr

AVELOCK ELLIS took a despised
subject, sex, and raised 1t to the level of a
science And this despite the fact that he has strug-
gled constantly agamnst a vast array of forces com-
monly catalogued as “public sentiment” all of which
sought to condemn any such effort
Philosopher and scientist, he has risen above the
petty meanness of those who through “touching
such pustules of the soul” as were engendered withn
then own small minds sought to besmirch his work
by declaring 1t indecent and obscene TFor there
are those who are so biased in their view that they
have attempted to cast over the whole subject of
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sex and over all those interested in 1t the mdecencies
of therr own thoughts This attitude possesses an
unusual vitality where the question of sex 1s con-
cerned, because here the emotions play so great a
part It has taken almost unhmited courage to push
on agamst such opposition

In spite of all obstacles in lus path, Havelock
Ellis has gone steadily on his way as the great
pioneer m the field of sex I believe that the day
will come when he will rank with Newton as one of
the greatest leaders in any field of science, and that
his own particular field will then be recognized as
Just as fundamental to any real world progress as
physics 1tself

This day, I hope, may be not so far distant We
live 1n an age of rapid change, because of the rap-
1dity with which new thoughts may be communi-
cated We can, today, exchange 1deas by letter mn
as many days as 1t took months only a hundred
years ago to effect such an exchange During this
period of mastery over purely physical things the
Newton’s have held the center of the stage But
if our civilization 1s to be mamtained, if Iife is to go
on to something finer and better, we must now pay
some attention to the spiritual and psychical side
If we do not or cannot make as great as the advance
towards the adequate control of the physical forces
we have subjugated the control on the spiritual
and psychical side, our mastery over things merely
physical may spell the very doom of our so-called
cvilization

Any attempt to appraise life m other than purely
physical terms must take sex into account Every-

thing else, with this single exception, has already
been subjected to scientific analysis Sex, alone,
15 still 1n the clutches of a type of thought laid down
fifteen or eighteen hundred years ago by ecclesi-
asts pledged to a hfe of celibacy, because 1t was
not worth while to beget, bear and rear children
smce the second coming, and hence the end of the
world, was a few days, weeks, or at most months
away The tragedy lies in the fact that this type of
mind will brook no encroachments upon what it
asserts 1s 1ts own particular sphere It 1s the type
which threatened poor old Galileo with death at the
flaming stake because he wanted to upset 1ts concep-
tions of what the universe ought to be—regardless
of what 1t was, the same type which to-day pillores
Judge Ben Lindsey because he 1s nvading its pre-
cincts by daring to question its sex tabus It s not
mterested m arriving at the truth It seeks only
self-preservation and perpetuation

All this has been said so often 1t seems almost
ridiculous to say 1t agamm  And yet in no better
way can we honor the work of Havelock Ellis than
by reaffirming the prmeiples which he publely pro-
claimed over thirty years ago, and by pledging
ourselves to the task of carrymng on the study of
sex free from superstitions and archaie tabus

One needs look mto the future but another Lfe-
time to anticipate so revolutionary a change m the
attitude towards sex that people of that day will
look back aghast at the attitude held by the major-
ity today And for the change, which will make
Iife to our grandchildren a far finer and sweeter
thing, the work of Havelock Ells will be largely
responsible

Brixton Revisited
By HoustoN PETERSON

N Lenmngrad, on the further side of the Neva

and not far from the former Czar’s Winter Pal-
ace, are two small plain buildings which may some-
time be listed among the shrines of Russia They
are the laboratories of Professor Pavlov and his co-
workers Last summer I spent an unforgettable
afternocon there, watching some operations on rab-
bits 1n one of the immaculate rooms, observing a
dog which was beginming to exhibit neurasthenmc
symptoms, examumng the ingeniously contrived
cells 1n which the dogs are confined for the exper-
ments i conditioned reflexes I met a young man
who had only been working with Professor Pavlov
a few months, and a grizzled veteran who had been
with him for twenty-five years, carrying on through
wars and revolutions Youth and old alhke, they

are studying, with infimite patience, man’s best
friend, the dog, in order to make man more ntell-
gible to himself

One morming a fortmght later I was reading at
the British Museum 1 London, and looking up
from my desk I caught sight of a splendid head of
flowing white hair and the tip of a beautifully
carved nose which could belong to nobody else but
Havelock Ellis There he was, making a few notes,
checking up some obscure pomnts as he had done
thousands of times since he began lus researches in
that great hibrary back in the early eighties I could
not resist interrupting him for a moment and then,
after another hour’s work, we went to lunch As
cheerful, keen, calm as ever, he seemed even more
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Havelock Ellis

Liberator

By Mazry Patricia WILLCOCKS

HE aivilized world 1s at a turnmg-pomnt 1n 1ts
history 1t must either remain mn the shallows
or trust itself to the full flood, let loose by science,
which will carry 1t on to 2 great future But, first,
it must learn to leave behind 1t the shadows of sex-
ual 1gnorance and fear in which 1t has lived so long
and take into 1ts own hands the control of life at 1its
source In a word, 1ts task now 1s—to face the dark
o’ the world, particularly the facts of sexual psy-
chology Ome part of the West, the Anglo-Saxon,
has long been suffering from mental repressions
which not only dwarf individual personalities, but
create an atmosphere of furtive stupidity with re-
gard to the most vital problems of all, the racial
ones
Yet, reasonable people should be capable of
grasping the facts of biology and psychology as
calmly as they do those of astronomy And unti
they can do this, there 1s no hope of either healthy
generations or a healthy mtellectual atmosphere for
them when they are born
Now, the man or woman who can free us from
this dread of the secrets of our own nature 15 a

vigorous, mn better health, than he was a few years
ago

The day before sathng I took the long bus ride
to Brixton and sat again in that crowded httle
room, sipping tea with two other guests The same
pictures, the same overflowing book-cases, the same
table, but piled as usual with new books and jour-
nals, many from America And there was Have-
lock Ellis, quietly at ease, with that cumouslv dis-
tant gaze which he has even when he 1s listening
most mtently Perhaps he was thinkmg for a mo-
ment of all those other people who had been there
to tea, to whom he listened, one by one, for long
serious hours, while they let hum into their souls
This was as much of a laboratory as Havelock Ells
would ever need No ammals to experiment on, no
mstruments, no drugs Only people, telling their
grotesque and pitiful and tragic stories And my
mind went back to those small bumldings across the
Neva, where Pavlov, now on the verge of eightv, and
his assistants, back from therr summer vacations,
were hard as work, making thousands of minute ob-
servations Pavlov and Ellist As striking different
as Freud and Ells, yet all three equally great m
their respective realms and having essentiallv the
same end n view

hiberator, and probably the greatest liberator that
our kind can ever know For of what use 1s the
political liberator 1f all he can do 1s to give freedom
to a small-souled and timid nation? Or the ntel-
lectual liberator who still leaves us a prey to a can-
lcer of fear at the very centre of our being?

I AVELOCK ELLIS 1s probably the greatest

Iiberator that this century has produced, which
15 the reason that I count 1t a great honour to be able
to write this appreciation He 1s a liberator n a
peculiar sense, not applicable to the other scientists
who have worked i the department of sexual psv-
chology He 1s, of course, a scientist whose works
contamn a great store-house of facts But he was
also the pioneer who, at great personal cost, brought
within the purview of the ordinary citizen both the
problems of sex and the scientific way of dealing
with them, bringing them out of the scient:ific labo-
ratory into the open And that was a darmg deed
in the Anglo-Saxon community, a daring and a
wise deed

Nor 1s that all For there 1s not only the mind
of this man to be considered, there 1s the spmt mn
which that mmnd works And here we come to the
greatest thing that Havelock Ellis has done for us
he has given us good reason for courage We know
now that human mtelligence need not fail, 1f we
will only use 1t, 1n face of the most perplexing ques-
tion of human psychology Lght, more Light, 15 the
solution of the evils from which we have suffered
so 1ong

So much for Havelock Ellis as a scientist  As a
prophet he has reached the position of seeng the
great bulk of the thinkmg world come round to
think with him, lis thought has become an mntegral
part of the stream of human thought As to war,
to mndustry, to art and rehigion, he was a pioneer
thinker His “New Age” must have been, as 1t was
to me, a quickener to many of all the pulses of the
mner life  For his books are vital books they pos-
sess the supreme power of quickenmg the spirtt
As a writer, that 1s hus pecubiar faculty he vitahizes
one’s intelligence, he braces one’s courage, he wid-
ens one’s horizon

And the greatest service of all that 2 man can
offer his fellows i1s to widen their horizon and to
deepen their vital trust in the future

Havelock Illis has done all this
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Ave Havelock Ellis

Greetings by Telegraph

LOIRE au hberateur des prejages sexuels,
apotre d’une humanité meilleure Vive Have-
lock Elhs!
Vicror MARGUERITTE

RANCIS GALTON has set forth the laws of

Eugenics, whose importance 1s becommg more
and more recogmzed today Havelock Elhs has
bravely travelled a parallel road, which gradually
will rescue us  Honor to Galton, Havelock Elhs
and the Birth Control League!l

France Avcust ForeL
An I'nsplration do not tell our young children all that they may have to
London face :n hfe But we ought to be teaching them on an edu-

The work of Havelock Ells has always been an mn-
spiration to me, because he, perhaps more than any other
Living man, has succeeded 1n combining the pitiless desire
for truth which 18 science with undimmed appreciation of
all the other aspects of hife, and with the capacity for liv-
mng hfe richly and fully as well as sanely He 15 m his own
person the embodiment of that scientific humamsm which
alone can bring us out of our present troubles

I can assure you that 1t 1s a real privilege to be allowed
to offer this all-too-brief tribute to him on his Seventieth

Birthday Juriaxn S Huzirey

A Masterly Psychologist
Schenectady, N Y

I am very happy to have the opportumty of adding &
word to the many which will be sent congratulatmg not
only Mr Havelock Elhs on his attaiming the respectable
age of seventy, but of congratulating all progressive
persons who still have the imspiration of his word and
work

I think 1t 1s the courage of our hero that appeals to
me most Not that he has gone in “where angels fear to
tread”, but that he has dared to enter where men have
written “verboten” Of course none will deny Mr Elhs’
mtelligence But there are thousands of others who are
mtelhgent, too Yet how few have the daring that he
possesses to express views acceptable to only a small
minority!

It has been my privilege to read some of the books in-
tended only for physicians I regularly read other pro-
ductions by Mr Elhs, mcluding what I mmagine 15 almost
his latest, a part of & symposium on “Whither Mankind”
In all the wntings I find onginality and freshness of
thought, a confidence that man 1s capable of understand-
ing many things which conservative people have been
afraid to let um know about Perhaps it 1s because I
am very hberal myself that I the more appreciate the
outspcken utterances of Mr Elhs I am constantly
meetimg the timorous “gentlemen of the cloth” who largely
agree with me as to views, but who tell their parishioners
something else, because they honestly beheve it to be for
the good of therr peace of mind

When, therefore, Mr Havelock Ellis comes out frank-
1y with the truth, I regard it as salutory To be sure we

cational basis and upon the assumption that they are at
least as capable as ourselves, and being a generation
younger, can assimilate progressive 1deas better than we
were able to do  On sex, marriage and divorce Mr Ells
18 ahead of lus time Had the present generation accepted
his views many a broken heart and home and hfe would
have been spared Thousands of men and women have
gone to destruction when all the time the remedy for ther
misunderstanding was at hand But (paradox of para-
doxes') an otherwise credulous people are unbehevers
They readily accept what has not a scintilla of scientific
evidence behind 1t, and reject plans which have been sub-
Jected to careful analysis and experiment This, of
course, 15 all understood by Mr Elhs, who 18 a master
psychologist  Mr Elhs well knows how we come to be-
heve and disbelieve, and this very knowledge on his part
makes him an optumist Ervestr CavprcorT

Gratitude
New Yok

The time 1n which he has lived has so much for which to
be grateful for that 1t 15 not easy for the individual to
disecriminate among his contributions, to rest judgment on
any one of them But to me the achievement for which he
should be oftenest remembered, and for which 1n the pass-
g of the generation of his contemporaries, he 1s most
likely to be forgotten, 1s for providing while he hived a
competent medium of commumcation for the subjects that
most mterested him

Of all changing human topics that call from time to
time for fresh discussion, none are so difficult to approach
as the subject of sex, charged, as all the famihar phrases
about 1t become, with the prejudices, the grievances, the
taboos and sublunations of the past What I have mmcreas-
ngly recogmzed 1n my own lfe 18 that it 1s chiefly to
Havelock Ellis that we owe the new conversational ap-
proach, the new vocabulary which our present necessity of
revising our sex behaviors m the hight of new knowledge
on it mmposes upon us Even 1f 1t should happen to Mr
Ellis, as m the mitation of human intelligence so often
does happen, that the knowledge of sex which he has con-
tributed should prove only half-knowledge, there will
always stand to his credit the possibility of an appreach
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to 1t more freed than any other 1n his time from the dis-
abilities of 1ts past It 1s n this quarter that my personal
obhgation to him hes, and with it an urgent personal re-
quest that he will manage enough more birthdays for me
1o be able to convey my thanks to him mn person

Maxy AvusTIN

More Tributes
New York
The mmportance of Havelock Elbs has always seemed
to me greater even than any of his speafic contributions
to knowledge would suggest Certainly he, more than any
one man, 15 responsible for the readiness of the general
public to tolerate a rational approach to sex problems
During the course of the last several centures one sub-
ject after another has lost 1ts “sacred” (1e undiscuss-
able) character and been generally acknowledged to be
properly subject to consideration in the hight of rea-
son Sex was perhaps the last, and Elhs succeeded where
all others failed 1n making any large part of the pubhe
will to consider it rationally Even a hundred years ago
there were innumerable things which an educated man was
not necessarily supposed to know anything about Elhs
made some rational knowledge of sex part of the equip-
ment of every enhghtened man.
Josera Woon KeurcH

Pittsburgh, Pa
Havelock Ells has had the advantage of an unusual
and rich endowment, which was so strong as to leave him
1n no doubt about what he wanted to do  Starting with
this he has with gieat patience and persistence prepared
himself to bring his endowment into full fruition

He has been a fearless and volumnous wniter, adding a
rich heritage to our general understanding and knowledge
He has accomplished all this 1n such a clear and under-
standable style that we delight to do him honor

Haeraxo W Loxe, MD

Sussex, England
I em rejoiced to find that you are continuing that ad-
mirable Birthday Number with unabated enthusiasm
This contimuty of effort produces a cumulative power
which nothing can withstand The Bmrn ConTroL
Review by these Birthday numbers has done more to
spread the beneficent mfluence of Elhs’ work than any-
thing else at all. Nothing quite like it has ever, I beheve,

happened before
HveH DE SELINCOURT

Connecticut

I have always had the greatest admration for Have-
lock Ellis both as a wnter and as a man He seems to me
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more than anyone else {o represent 1n our generation the
character of the classic philosopher or wise man or sage
I should be happy to be quoted to this effect in the Buirth-
day number of the Bierr ConTrOL REVIEW

VYanx Wryck Brooxs

From the Pacific Coast

Los Angeles, Cal

I regret exceedingly that I can not send an adequate
contribution to the Havelock Ellis Birthday Number I
can only say, what 18 already known throughout the civil-
1zed world, that 1 the matter of cultivating a scientific
attitude toward human sex hfe, and thus placing ourselves
m & position for a successful attack upon the difficult and
perplexing problems which daily arise in that phase of our
Life, Havelock Ellis has been a leader among leaders

Human society has tolerated fairly candid discussions
of economic problems, but 1t 15 becoming clearer every day
that the solution of these problems alone can be expected
to bring relief from misery, but hardly to make a positive
contribution toward happiness The latter seems to be
dependent mainly on a satisfactory adjustment of our love
Lfe Yet, for one reason or another, a frank facing of
the problems 1n this phase of our hfe has been studiously
avoided, and to Havelock Ellis, more than anyone else,
belongs the credit of kindlmg the fire which shall throw
some light upon the darkness of the ages

If 1t 15 true, as Schiller has pointed out, that all impulses
and trends of individuals and of societies have but two
sources—hunger and love~—and if 1t 1s true that happiness
can be constructed only on the second of these, then the
magnitude of the contribution made by Havelock Ells 1s
not difficult to appreciate

Asnon J Rosavorr, M D

From England

Combe Martin, England

I am under a pressure of work and Havelock Ellis 1s
too big a man, lis work 1s too great, his aim and achieve-
ment too wide and deep, to be botched 1n haste as a subject
for an article He comes, not so much with a new method
as a new mmnd to the world of thought, ripenmg and
enlargmg 1deas, enriching the modern world, always pas-
sionately curious m his research, calm m his findings,
profound 1n his teaching, possessed of that rare equipoise
i his character, as a man and a thinker, which 1s the high
distinction, the sure warranty of the philosopher and
humanist He, above all others, approximates te Plato’s
“synoptic man” Your enterprise m a “Havelock Elhs
number” does ligh credit to you, and I hope the number
will do justice to Havelock Ellis I wish you all success
m your work

J Mirrs WitHAM
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Havelock Ellis

A Guide to Our Generation

By Harry ELMEER BARNES

UR age 1s unique n the history of human so-
uaety  'We have for the first time in human
history come mto the possession of a body of scien-
tific mformation and a type of critical scholaiship
which has enabled us to divest ourselves of fear of
the supernatural as the guide to conduct and to
abandon the hope of spiritual immortality as the
chief incentive to human eftort In the place of
these, the enlightened citizen has mtroduced wholly
secular criteria ot the good hfe and regards true
morahity as that type of conduct which leads to the
most efficient and happy life heie on earth Secular
conceptions and objectives have replaced supernat-
ural fears and eschatological interests If this be
the case, then we must provide ourselves with new
forms of social guidance in the place of the old and
discarded rubrics of supernatural rehgion This
guidance must be drawn from the best biological,
psvchological, sociological and aesthetic mmforma-
tion and attitudes In this process of providing
gurdance for man m the secular era the theologian
will have no part, though he may well co-operate, 1f
enlightened, n the application of the new codes of
conduct It s because Havelock Ellis seems to the
writer to have been one of the foremost workers for
all these things (1) the secular attitude towards
hfe, (2) the provision of scientific guidance as the
basis for conduct, and (8) the recognition that
science and technology must be tempered and ex-
ploited by aesthetics, that the writer regards Mr
Ellis as the most representative and important of
those to whom the present generation must turn for
guidance Others have, perhaps, made more 1m-
portant speciahzed and technical contributions to
some narrow department of research into the good
Iife of the future, but, so far as the writer 1s aware,
no other person exemplifies so broadly and so com-
prehensively the new philosophy of the good life as
Havelock Elhs  To his breadth of tolerance and
outlook he has added unusual attractiveness and
dignmitv of style, thus being most effective m ex-
pounding the new doctrines of life

IT IS particularly gratifying that Mr Elhs has
possessed the keen discernment to allow him to
recognize that the traditional relhigious attitude
towards sex and sexual expression, in the broadest
sense of the term, is perhaps the foremost obstacle
to human happiness in our age He has never al-
lowed himself to appear a sex-obsessed enthusiast

for chaotic relations, divorced from splendid senti-
ments, but he has been able and willing to place the
proper degiee of emphasis upon our sexual starva-
tion 1n Anglo-Saxon lands, our aesthetic shortcom-
mgs 1n this field, and our traditional taboos which
prevent us from a scientfic handling of even medi-
cal and sociological problems relating to sex More-
over, he has possessed the courage to set forth his
convictions 1n amiable but uncompromising form
Fortunately, he has combmned enhghtment with
common sense and has been neither half-baked 1n
his doctrines nor gone off half-cocked in his expres-
sion of them In his writings we see good sense,
born of long personal experience, united with sound
mastery of scientific facts and a fine appreciation of
the element of beauty in life and its adjustments
which has not been equalled among British writers
smee the Third Earl of Shaftesbury Not only
have his doctrmes been distinguished for their laud-
able juncture of science, sense and art, but his con-
trol of Literary expression of a lmgh order has en-
abled him to expound his views with a maximum of
effect and a mimmum of offense There have been
many writers on sexology in recent years who have
attempted to 1dent:fy themselves with Havelock
Ellis, but nene have attamed to his unique combina-
tion of uncompromsing mtellectual mntegrity and
surprising urbamty and digmity of expression
Therefore, 1f there i1s any one living person to
whom the writer would refer the modern generation
for guidance as to 1deals and methods 1t 1s Havelock
Elhs In s writings they would find the emanci-
pation which they crave and also that fine sense
of balance, poise and aesthetic control which the
vounger generation notoriously lacks today When
Havelock Ellis supplants Douglas Fairbanks, Paul
Whiteman, Flo Ziegfeld, Charlie Chaplin, Red
Grange and alias Dr Gordon as the patron samt
of this generation, then indeed we may hope for a

truly civilized age

The right to produce the men and women of the future
should be a privilege based on health, or the abihty to
care for children properly, or an honest hking for chl-
dren People get the notion Birth Control means no
children or at the most, one or two children Properly
apphed 1t means nothing of the sort It goes in for regu-
lation to the extent that children are not born into dis-
ease, poverty and unhappiness —Conirsbuted
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Motherhood 1in Bondage

Some Appreciations of Margaret Sanger’s New Book

APPRAISING ITS VALUE

I promised to write a word about “Motherhood m
Bondage” which I do very gladly It 15 a soberly pre-
sented, overpoweringly convincing case record, the appear-
ance of which ought to be a real event in the struggle here
m America agamnst laws which barbarously deny mforma-
tion to men and women who long for it I am mmpressed
by the evidence these letters give that the desire for this
information 1s, by the highest standards, legitimate and
that to grant 1t would go so far to take motherhood out
of bondage

Noemaxn THoMAS

OUT OF BONDAGE

EFORE me hes one of the most revolutionary docu-
ments ever published It 1s, on its face, a collection
of letters chosen from among a quarter-milhon or more,
received 1n the last ten years by Margaret Sanger as-
sembled as a demonstration of the need of rescinding
the laws which now forbid even the medical profession
from giving mformation about the prevention of con-
ception 1t 1s called “Motherhood 1n Bondage™* and 1s
mtroduced by an appeal for sense and decency by Mar-
garet Sanger If you read one or two of the letters and
feel the 1gnorance and panic that he behind them you will
undoubtedly be moved to a warm pity for human bemgs
so desperately ensnared If you read them all you will ke
stirred to wrath and shame Taken separately each letter
13 a plea for help, together they become a shout of pro-
test The dynamic effect of hundreds and thousands of
emotional outbursts gathered into a single explosion 13
termfymng and hopeful Such feehng, so strong and so
despairing, rooted 1n the deep centers of energy and Lfe,
pushing up and bursting out under such 1rresistible pres-
sure—this, 1t seems certain, must finally shatter the forces
that oppose 1t, backed though they are by gods and hob-
gobhins and all the more genteel forms of fear
Those who read André Siegfried’s hively and penetrat-
g volume, “America’s Commg of Age,”} can hardly have
forgotten lis picture of a civilization 1r which repression
and standardization, accepted without undue protest by
the vast complacent majority, rob individuals of an op-
portumty to hve and more according to their personal
desires  Americans—he said 1n effect—are people who
love to pass laws, especially restrictive laws Americans
are people who wish to make their neighbors do things
they would not do themselves Americans are people who
consider “the needs of the commumty supreme® Hence

*Brentano’s $3 60
tHarcourt, Brace & Co

A FRENCH WOMAN’S ESTIMATE

I cannot magine anything better mn the way of diffusing
knowledge than the stark publication of those awful letters
They make one of the most heart-rending books I have
ever read mm my life I congratulate you both on the
intelhgence of the idea and on your courage, but what
misery and what hopelessness the book reveals! I don’t
behieve I had ever realized before in what a #rap women
are in your country or to what a degree the work you do
18 necessary All my knowledge of conditions in France
points to a different 1ssue Religious traditions seem to be,
taking them generally, much more enfeebled than in America
and the ways and means of avoiding matermity, whether
by precautions or abortion, ten thousand times more com-
mon and more known by men as well as by women I
don’t mean to say that they are either legal—you know by
experience how strict the French laws are m that connec-
tion—or devoid of danger, but even mn remote country-
sides, the people have some knowledge of them and most
big famihes are the results, not of utter impossibihity of
avoiding pregnancy but of religious convictions that defi-
mitely prevent the women from resorting to certamm
measures So that even when the material conditions ans-
mg from the birth of toe many children are distressing,
the moral desparr, the horror and lassitude depicted n
the letters you publish are not the same

Also 1t 15 a revelation for a European, such as I for
example, accustomed to think of America as a land of
immense prosperity, to realize how poor people can be,
how far from health, how appallingly overworked, m farms
and away from towns You’ve shown pictures of destitu-
tion such as I thought could only be found in the worst
parts of emigrating Europe Most of these poor women
in America seem to be married off as the Arabs are before
they are cut of adolescence

When I was 1n Africa I used to speak and write agamst
such an mfamous practice until I was exhausted Is 1t
possible that conditions in the States are as horrible as
that

I congratulate you on your work and wish you success
with all my heart

OperTE KuEN, Grasse 4 M, France

prohibition, hence restricted immigration, hence—even
more particularily — eugenics  *“If you visit the United
States,” said M Siegfried, *you must not forget your
Bible, but you must also take a treatise on engenics »
He sought to identify the Birth Control movement with
the advocates of the supremacy of the Protestant Nordic
But here, I beheve, Mr Siegfried was betrayed by his
eagerness to make everything fit smoothly and evenly into
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his pattern of repression
support Birth Control
Siegined’s “typical Amercan”
agamst Birth Control

If reason were to prevail the Birth Control League
would be able to count on the sohd backing of the funda-
mentahst majority But logic 1s not a vice of the funda-
mentalist He 1s against Birth Control He detests the
very words He shrinks from the thought behind the
words Birth Control can hardly be considered without
considering sex, and sex should be suppressed and 1gnored
as far as possible Besides, says the fundamentahst
under his breath, what will become of morals 1f people
can sin without fear? And so, if pushed to the choice, the
conventional and pious Nordic Protestant will refuse even
the fundamental logic of self-preservation, which seems to
him to imply, not regimentation and coercion as M Sieg-
fried would mamtain, but new and alarming forms of free-
dom By his different route, he arrives at the same at-
titude toward Birth Control as that maintained by the
Catholic church

Undoubtedly many eugemsts
But when we consider M
we find him sohdly

Birth Control Remew

And the bigots of both faiths are nght, they do well
to fear the effect of a widespread knowledge of Birth Con-
trol methods At present such knowledge 15 1n the hands
of the upper classes—through bootleggers—and the effect
of 1t has been to change the habits and morals and eco-
nomic status of middle-class women, and to modify almost
beyond recogmition the middle-class home Some of this
knowledge gets through to the poorer classes But, hke
bootlegged Lquor, 1t 15 apt to be poisonous—the more so,
the cheaper the bootlegger So the women of the working
class are dying from the effects of drugs and abortions,
when they are not dymng from the effects of too many
children, and a bitter, passionate clamor for fair treat-
ment 1s beginmng to sound through muffing layers of
poverty and repression Not for the sake of the dwindling
Nordic, but for their own health and happiness and se-
curity and freedom and for their children’s future, these
women are gomg to have what they want If you doubt
1t, read “Motherhood 1 Bondage ”

Frepa Kiecuwey, m The Nation (N Y)

A New Ellis Book

0 MOST of us a man who finds keen dehght 1n buying
and wearing costly, dehicate hingerie, elaborate eve-
mng gowns and all the fussy fermnne trimmings that go
with such things 1s an unpleasing pathological specimen
The vast majortty of men think of the male mode of hife
as so far preferable to a woman’s that Eonum (a word
suggested to Elhs by the behavior of Charles-Genewiéve,
the Chevalier ’Ecn and the subject of the last volume of
his studies of sex) 1s difficult to make real as a possible
personal expertence This 15 because the rank and file
are m bondage to tribal defimtion, appraisal and fabu If
the tribe expects us to gag at pork and to reject it as
filthy or to hate a pecple upon whom we have imposed war,
we are not inwardly free to think or to feel othermise about
1t In matters pertaimng to sex, tribal expectations so
bind us to adverse emotional evaluations of certan long-
mngs and practises that even our medical men must use
special tongs provided by pathology when they wish to
make studies 1n this field
Havelock Ells 15 not primarily a student of sexual
pathology, because, perhaps, he does not need to be It
13 & fairly safe assertion that he has acquired a higher
degree of wmnmer freedom than has been enjoyed by any
other sane, well-balanced man of modern times At any
rate, he never seems to need the pathologist’s tongs when
he tries to feel his way into the longings, attitudes and
overt practises of even the most unusual of his fellow-
creatures From his standpoint the Eomst, although sex-
ually abnormal, 1s aesthetically correct in his attitude to-
ward the ways and dress of the opposite sex Thus the
male Eomst finds Lingerie so much more pleasing than

BVD’s and female curves so much more dehghtful to
the eye than male angularrties that he longs to be a woman
On the psychological surface of things he 1s merely re-
spending to an aesthetic motive which leads the majonty
of American men to take their daily shave

Eomsm 18 not to be confused with sexual inversion
(homosexuality) In its pure form there 1s no conscious
tendency to seek love from persons of the same sex It 1s
characteristic of Elhs’ approach to all such problems
that he makes much of aesthetic motives 1n seeking to ex-
plamn the Eomst without shghting such other possible fac-
tors as an endocrine 1mbalance or the unconseious mechan-
1sms with which Freud has made us acquaimted

TI—IERE can be no doubt that Ellis has a comprehen-
sive grasp of Freud’s discoveries, and that, m the
main, he i3 mchned to accept psychoanalysis with whole-
hearted enthusiasm On the other hand, he has too
scholarly a mind and 1s too clear and realstic a thinker
not to have detected Freud’s many lapses from a proper
respect for the rules of scientific evidence

The great Enghsh sexologist hkes to spin theores of
his own 1n explanation of what he observes, but he does
so with his tongue 1n his cheek, and with no hard and fast
loyalties to even the most comforting of basic hypotheses
This 15 a circumstance for which I am profoundly grate-
ful Eilhs’ seven volumes of Studies 1n the Psychology of
Sex are, to my mund, precisely what we need to balance
Freud’s contributions This 18 well 1llustrated in the fifth
chapter of the volume under review He there proposes a
method of dream-study which he regards as complemen-
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tary to Freud’s method of dream-analysis It 1s Elhs’
“dream-synthesis”, which he lLikens unto geography be-
cause 1t 15 comprehensively descriptive, works from above
downward, leads to inferences which have a high degree
of verfiabihity and serves as a check on dream-analysis
Thrs m no sense imphes a rejection of the psychoanalvtic
method, which, he says, works from below upward, hke
geology, and leads to more revolutionary speculations
than dream-synthesis

Ellis quite frankly states that dream-analysis 13 a more
thorough method than the one he proposes as a comple-
mentary discipline, throughout his seventh volume he dis-
plays profound respect for Freud’s msights, and yet I
cannot escape the conviction that his grasp of psycho-
analysis 1s primarily mtellectual rather than experiential
This statement calls for immediate amplification

It may sound lke & recantation for me to say that,
among contemporary students of human sex problems I
am 1 an umgquely favorable position to appreciate the
difference between an intellectual assent to Freud’s find-
mngs and a felt reahization of their essential valdity
Most of my professional life as a psychiatrist hus been
devoted to objective (or, to use Elhs’ metaphor, “geo-
graphicel”) studies of human and ammal behavior 1
held myself to a starkly cntical objectivism long after
I had gamed a reasonable degree of freedom from uncon-
scious motives for demanding sounder evidence of any and
all alleged subjective facts than, 1n the nature of things,
the psychoanalytic method seems to make possible Years
of tedious expermmentation with objective methods left
me no chotce but to apply them when, 1n 1924, an oppor-
tunity came to make prolonged and intensive studies of
warital sex problems

THE SEQUEL to all this 15 here made public for the
first time as & kind of tribute to Havelock Ells, the
very great and understanding student of human nature
Such a tribute 1s intrinsically as unimportant as was the
widow’s mite, but 1t 1s also of a kind mith the wadow’s mite
1n 1ts 1mmportance to the gver

During the last several years, increasing experience as
both analyst and analysand have been so steadily mov-
ing me toward a completely Freudian outlook on human
psychodynamies that I must now classify myself as a
Freundian I have found 1t impossible to sit at the head
of the analytic couch day after day, histening to my pa-
tients’ productions and mentally checking them agamnst
Freud’s writings without undergoing conversion to a behef
m the vahdity of lis method and the high probablity of
his inferences This 18 the first time 1n my fifty years of
hfe than I have been “converted” to any belief whatsoever

Ellis’ seventh volume of studies 1s only added evidence
of what everybody has known for a long time—that he
1s & “geographical® explorer of monumental fearlessness,
industry and scholarship, and a man whose own 1nner free-
dom permits hum to enter with sympathetic understand-
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g mto the conscious experiences of those whose sex hives
deviate from a conventionally accepted “norm” And yet,
It my opimon, 1t also suggests that he has never permitted
himself really to know how 1t would feel to be the “geo-
logist” type of explorer with Freud azs a gmde When
you follow Freud in explanatory excursions under the sur-
face you have often got to pass from known fact to direct
experience of 1ts meaming Elhs is too wise, and too toler-
ant of other habits of thought than his own, to reject
what Freud burninglv feels to be true, but even when he
accepts a psychoanalytic finding as convincing, 1t seems
to be only because he has tested 1t with his intellect and
not because he has alsc made 1t a meatter of analyst-
analysand direct expenence

AM GRATEFUL to Havelock Ellis on behalf of all

psychiatrists who may ever feel a need of outside, un-
prejudiced checks on what their own inner experiences
(derived from analytic rapport with patients) may lead
them to infer and appraise as subjective fact This review
18 bemg made 1 the mdst of a psychoanalytic research
which has completely won me over to Freud, but I am teo
old 1 the ways of objectivism to be bhnd to a danger
which hes 1n wait for all of us who follow him, but lack his
gemus for patiently testing msights which can as easmly
be spurious as they can be sound Every psychoanalyst
has within him a chorus of siren voices which impel hum to
proceed forthwith to anchorage 1n a port where his own
hunches, pieced out by speculation, provide a bhssful state
of final psychodynamic understanding When the chorus
18 loudest and most seductive he needs to be lashed to the
wise Geographer’s mast until he can cool of The Ge-
ographer’s Studws wn the Psychology of Sex supply many
stout cords of fact and safely logical inference therefrom
I feel sure that these cords were not woven of unconscious
resistances to what psychoanalysis has to teach They
are the products of a gemus which 15 genwinely comple-
mentary to Freud’s genus  Since psychoanalytic hitera-
ture 1s widely read by the laity, here 1s a bit of advice
which 18 meant for everybody 1t 1sn't safe to know Freud
without also knowing Ellis

It 15 beyond the scope of the present review to enter
mnto a discussion of the second section of the last chapter
m “Eonism and Other Studies” In 1t will be found a
summary of Ells’ npened judgment concermng the funda-
mental problems of marriage as an mstitution It ought
to be separately printed for the widest possible distn-
bution Certainly no person who 1s marned, or who ex-
Ppects to be married, or who has a child who may some day
fall into matrimony, ought to remain in :gnorance of such
a civilized point of view Proponents of Birth Control will
find 1n 1t an incomparable argument 1n support of the con-
tention that the cause to which the Bmte ConTROL
Review 1s devoted 13 of primary mmportance to human
progress

G V Hammuton, MD
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HAVELOCK ELLIS AND THE DRAMA

HERE 1s just a chance that amud the vamety and

grandeur of Mr Havelock Elhs’ gifts to human hfe
and happiness, one service may be overlooked, not because
it 1s small, for 1t 1s great, not because 1ts benefits are
exhausted, for they have gone on increasing now for more
than forty years, but because those who now reap the
pecumary benefit of the work have long since removed from
1t the name of the man who gave 1t birth It was in 1886
that Havelock Ellis sent to Vizetelly and Company, the
publishers, a suggestion for the series of old English plays
known as the Mermaid Series, and, as Mr Houston Peter-
son has recorded, 1t was Havelock Elis who did all the
work He planned the series, he was its first general
editor, he edrted the first volume, the plays of Christopher
Marlowe, he brought mmto the scheme the other best critics
of the day It 1s, ultimately, thanks to Havelock Elhs
that the best plays of the sixteenth and seventeenth centu-
ries are easily accessible to all readers, and that it 1s
difficult nowadays to reahze how hitle known they were
to the general publie, and how hard to be obtaned And
sometimes, when I find this or that smart youngster claim-
g the Restoration Drama as a “post-war” discovery of
which the benefited Victorians were mcapable, I smle,
thmkmng of Havelock Ellis 1n the far distant eighties, and
of all that series of s was to mean to us Had he never
written a lie on sex, he would still be eminent among the
finer mtellects of our time for his literary criticism, but,
agamn, had he never written a line of hterary criticism, the
man who began the faithful reprinting of our old drama-
tists 1n mexpensive and unlimted editions should be hon-
ored for a very great service to mental freedom and enjoy-
ment

Harorp CHiLD

IMPRESSIONS AND COMMENTS Third (and Final)
Series By Havelock Elhs Houghton Mifflin
Company, Boston and New York

THIS 15 a new popular edition of the beautiful book
which was first published m 1924 and was reviewed
in these pages by Mrs Sanger® Havelock Ells con-
siders this his most personal work and 1t 1s doubly valu-
able therefore, not only as the final sertes of Impressions
and Comments but as the nearest approach to an auto-
biography which he 15 hikely to make (At least there has
pot been the shghtest sign of the automography which was
rumored several years ago ) It 1s simply a collection of short
analyses, pictures, prose poems, noted down at random be-
tween April, 1920, and August, 1923 Although 1t does
not achieve the soaring eloquence of several sections 1n the
preceding volume, the style 1s perhaps more continually
lovely Especially noteworthy are the passages on the
last phases of genius and the vision of Prospero
HP

*See Brera Contror Rrzvizw, Vol IX No 2 p 48
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THE BANKRUPTCY OF MARRIAGE, by V ¥ Cal-
verton Macaulay, New York, $3 00

A POPULAR discussion of various present-day factors
affecting sex mores, wntten m an interesting and

very frank style The author commendably insists on
wholly ehminating the traditional conspiracy of silence
and hypocrisy regarding sex, and therefore much of his
evidence and argument may seem only negatively critical
Perhaps there 1s too much rehance upon “bankruptey
rather than a more conrstructive evaluation of marriage
But more somber means of saying much the same things
as Mr Calverton courageously portrays, have gone un-
noticed

Some of the “high points” of the book follow Woman
has been “monogamous” not because of anything inherent
n her nature, but because man has forced her to be The
family was not the basis, but rather the outgrowth, of our
economic order QOur present economic order 1s post-
poning marnage beyond reasonable time for expression of
the sex mpulse Modern youth in its jazz age has adopted
the automobile and “bootleg” contraceptives as measures of
escaping former binding restraints between the sexes Mod-
ernyouth 1smaking1itsownmoral code, founded upongreater
freedom of the sex impulse Thus Companionate Marriage
Thus the disregard of former controls of authontative
religion,—and so on The present hfe of German and
Soviet Russian youth 15 reviewed to suggest a possible solu-
tion of outworn sexual codes However, suggests Mr
Calverton, “sex has become an obsession” of the age,
and “we must not challenge sex stupidities by sex ex-
aggerations”

Mr Calverton, who wntes from Baltimore, Marylard,
18 also author of “The Newer Spirit” and “Sex Expression
1 Literature”, and editor of “The Modern Quarterly”

Waxyng Fvans

BOOKS RECEIVED

Nature axp Nurturk, Part I  Therr Influence Upon
Intelhgence, The Twenty-Seventh Yearbook of the
National Society for the Study of Education, Bloommg-
ton, Illmois

Imrresstons anp CoMmENTS, (third series) by Havelock
Ellis Houghton Miffin Co, New York $225

Our Owxy Times, by Harrison C Thomas and Wilham A
Hamm Vanguard Press, New York

Emotions or Noemar Proprre, by Wilham Moulton
Marston Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York
$5 50

UnxperstanDiNg Inpia, by Gertrude Marvin Wilbams
Coward-McCann, New York $3 50

How We Inmerrr, by Edgar Altenburg Henry Holt &
Co, New York $300

GeseN DEN GEeBAR-Zwang, by Eml Hollen
Charlottenburg

WoMANHOOD AND MaRRIacE, by Richard Harley Bentley
and Co London, England 85 6d

Berhn-
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Correspondence

We publish below two letters on an article recently
published w the REview They show how wide 13 the range
of opimion among the readers of the same periodical and
the supporters of the same cause We have published
discussions of marnage by our own generaiiwon, we have
roted the contribution of Judge Lindsey and others toward
the solution of the problem of youth In fairness to a
spokesman for youth we felt that we must gie space to
Mr Schmalhausen, who 13 the author of “Why We Ms-
behave” and co-editor wath V. F Calrerion of a forthcom-
tng volume “Sex wn Cwnlization™ We wonder whether it
s the substance of the article that offends or the chosce of
certawn obnoxzious words It 15 sigmificant that the crils-
cism 18 written by a woman and that the article 1s disfigured
by the scemngly gratustious use of the Anglo-Sazon
equroalent of the word prostitute, a word particularly
abhorrent to women, as st 13 most wmtimately associated
with her moral, social and intellectual degradation through
the ages

Editor

I have been # member of the League for many years,
and have never, until now, had occasion to blush for it
This Review for October contams the only disgusting
article I have ever read m 1it, and I cannot understand
how 1t could have been allowed It will do us more harm
than our ignorant laws, and undo much of Mrs Sanger’s
wonderful work The article 15 “Sex Among the Moderns”
by Samuel Schmalhausen Fanwve L Eruorr

Edstor

I have just read an article on “Modern Marriage” m
the January “Forum” and I do hope you will find room
in the REview for a paragraph or two from it This brief
but comprehenstve study, by John Middleton Murry and
Dr James Carruthers Young 1s right mn lime with the work
of the Amenican Birth Control League for 1t recogmzes,
as Mrs Sanger did years ago, that an enhightened concept
of sex should accompany all true Birth Control work In
this connection permut me to congratulate the BirTm
ConTroL REviEW on having published, n your October
1ssue, the stimulating and provocative summary of Samuel
A Schmalhausen’s “Sex Among the Moderns ® The lid 13
off and 1f all will jomn 1 making the best possible use of
the fire and flame, the reactionaries will find far less smoke
and soot to complain about The Birth Control movement
thrives on controversy and I hope the REview will become
mcreasingly controversial in character G C

South Carolina
Let me congratulate you on the December ReEviEw-—1t
was most excellent I send greetings for 1929 and I hope
the day 1s not far off when the Birth Control League will
gain its noble cause R

TO HELP IN CHINA
Berkeley, Cal

The first number of the Biern ConrTroL REvVIEW has
come, full of mterest and deep-cutting information I am
exceedingly grateful to you for putting me on the lst
I shall be able to use these facts in my wniting m China

with good effect I shall inform you upon my return next
fall to China

Two days ago I heard Margaret Sanger speak Her
strongest pomt was her reading the Lst of undesirables
kept out by immigration laws, and then asking if we are
to produce such withmn our own midst I wish there could
have been books and your Review immediately available
to buy right after the meetmg

Drypex L. PuELPs

A WELCOME LETTER

Editor New York

Thank you for the copy of the Bietn ConTroL REVIEW,
which reached me a few days ago I have kept in touch with
this movement for some time past, and having read quite
widely on the subject, I need not tell you how much this

copy of the October Bieta ConTROL REVIEW has interested
me

I was also interested m the forthcoming book of Samuel
D Schmalhausen “The Sexual Revolution ” Woeuld you
kindly advise me as to the date of release of this book, and
whence 1t may be obtamed?

LEP—MD

EPILOGUE

I have seen the form of Life, her face was mmne,
She whispered to me words of heavenly murth,
She laid my head between her breasts’ wide girth,
All round about me were her limbs that shine,
She pressed for me the stream of milk divine
{That no lips twice shall find of equal worth),
And clasped me once, and flung me across the earth,
Drunk with that music, mad with that new wine
A httle while to-day I am the cry
Of pulses, that from Life within me beat,
To tell of things that come, of things that die
I pray you hear, the day 1s passing by,
And soon my song ends, soon I go to meet
The silence 1in the shadow of Life’s feet

Havrerocx Erris
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A PORTRAIT OF HAVELOCK ELLIS

OUSTON PETERSON gives us a portrait of one of
the most unusual men of modern times Havelock

Ellis 1s almost an anomaly In an age when everybody
shouts he whispers, and his whisper 1s magmified as 1f by
megaphone It has easily been heard round the world

Elis's mind developed from youthful enthusiasm to
detached consideration of the emotions, but he never forgot
the underlymg human elements 1n all hterature

His profound veneration for Goethe, his appreciation
of Edward Carpenter, his intense study of Hardy, his
numerous contacts with John Addington Symonds, reveal
how his mind developed Once overwhelmed by “Aurora
Leigh,” he was later able to discover the novelist as
historian, and to realize that “science and morals, so far
from destroying, have re-created fiction” A fine quality
of “intellectual humility,” which produced not abasement
but a twinkle m his eyes, came mnto the best of Ellis’s
wnitings

Robust men, overflowing with vitahity, do not become
philosophers Havelock Ellis, although endowed with good
health, remamed a man of contemplation rather than
action He 18 himself the best example of sublimatzon that
Mr Peterson brings forward

Havelock Ellis seems to be the outstanding example of
the gentle philosopher who never loses patience Having
made certamn observations, he lets the world accept or reject
them s 1s not the “magmficent energy and bellicose
enthusiasm” of Sigmund Freud Mr Peterson admits that
after “Freud’s flashing pages” the wntings of Ellis on the
psychology of sex may seem tame and cold 1 comparison
He has no panaceas to offer But lus writings have colored
the thought of a generation

Elhs has given us a new perspective He has applied
his intense curiosity about man and given a sympathetic
explanation of man’s strange actions To-day, sixty-nine
years old, Ellis 15 “not bewildered by religion, overawed
by science and obsessed with sex He 1s not made cynical
by man’s animal origin and dusty end He 13 not peevish,
bitter and ashamed to be at peace” He has found hfe
worth living not by rejecting the world but by seeking to
understand it

Harry HaNsEN 1n the New York World

SUNSHINE AND AIR

ODAY there 1s perhaps no better example of the

apotheosis of harmony than Havelock Ellis It per-
meated his ife from the age of mineteen and found expres-
sion 1n ns untiring devotion and consecration through five
decades to a work for which he felt hmself destined His
record 1s extraordinary and his achievement umque,
that 1t was neither sanctioned by approval from the voice
of authoiity nor exalted by the bestowal of honorary
degrees Smngularly divorced from the hierarchy of scient:-

Birth Control Review

fic circles, a pioneer 1 a field which at all times has been
fertile 501l for exploitation, and hiving in a country where
exposition of the problems of sex has invariably met with
distrust and opposition, he was frequently subjected to
suspicion, but nothing daunted, and with a courage and
sincerity which may well be emulated by other reformers
he brought sunshine and air to the sacred precincts of scx,
thus accomphshing his task and contributing something
to the welfare of humanity

Josern CorriNs n The New York Evening Post

ELLIS’ VISION OF PARADISE

For we have to be on our guard—and that 1s our final
problem, perhaps the most difficult and complex of all—
lest our efforts for the regeneration of the race lead us to a
mechanical and materialistic conception of life, to the con-
ception of a life regulated by codes and statutes, and adju-
dicated in law courts Better an unregenerate hfe than
such a regeneration ! For freedom 1s the breadth of life, joy
13 the prime tome of hife, and no regeneration 15 worth
striving for which fails to mcrease the total sum of freedom
and of Joy Those who are working for racial regeneration
must make this very clear, or they discredit their own
amms This 15 why 1t 13 necessary, 1n connection with racial
regeneration, to deal with literature, with art, with rel-
gion, for 1t 15 only m so far as these things, and such as
these, are rendered larger and freer and more joyous that a
regenerated hife will have its heightened value It 1s useless
to work for the coming of a better race 1f we impose upon
1t the task of breaking the fetters 1ts fathers have forged.
Licence, indeed, 1s always evil, for 1t mvolves a reckless
ndifference to the good of others But license, so far from
being the ally of freedom, 1s 1ts deadlest foe To permit
licence to the few 1s to make freedom impossible for the
many Order, self-control, sympathy, mtelligent regula-
tion, are necessary m all the matters that concern society
and the race, because without them there can be no free
dom In the great garden of Life 1t 1s not otherwise than m
our public gardens We repress the license of those who,
to gratify their own childish or perverted desires, would
pluck up the shrubs or trample on the flowers, but in so
domng we achieve freedom and joy for all If in our efforts
to better social conditions and to raise the level of the race
we seek to cultivate tne sense of order, to encourage sym-
pathy and foresight, to pull up racial weeds by the roots, 1t
18 not that we may kill freedom and joy, but rather that
we may introduce the conditions for securing and increas-
mg freedom a d joy In these matters, indeed, the gardener
m his garden 1s our symbol and our guide The beginning
of the world 1s figured as an ordered and yet free life of
joy m a garden All our efforts for the regeneration of the
race can be but a fecble attempt to bring a Lttle nearer
that vision of Paradise

-—From “The Problem of Race Regeneration,” by Havelock Ellis
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Prospect and Retrospect
The Annual Meeting of the American Birth Control League

A CROWDED and enthusiastic audience gathered to
celebrate the opening of a new year in the Birth
Control movement at the Annual Meeting of the American
Birth Control League The meeting was held at the Town
Hall, New York, and lunch was served during 1ts progress
Lattle time was occupied with the formal business, but the
various reports of work during the past year were recerved
with much applause and satisfaction Four Directors
were elected to fill the places of those whose term had ex-
pired The only new name was that of Mrs Chauncey
Hamhn of Buffalo, whose accession to the Board 1s warmly
welcomed A list of 143 active members, all of whom have
proved themselves of value to the work of the League, was
reported by the Nominating Commuttee and elected by the
casting of a single ballot An Amendment to the consti-
tution providing for “two or more” Vice-presidents was
adopted This gives hberty to the Board to increase the
number of Vice-presidents as the mcrease of work makes
desirable

Of the reports, those for the State Branches in New
Jersey and Connecticut stand out as exemphfying the na-
tional character of the League and the gradual spread
of the movement from 1ts center in New York New Jersey
18 the more advanced, for the Branch there 15 fully organ-
1zed and the Clhnic, or Maternal Health Center, which was
established 1n Newark 1n May, 13 doing excellent work
Fifty-five percent of the patients at the Chme iz 1928
were treated free, and fifty percent were sent to the Clime
by hospitals, social agencies and physicians The Chme
functrons entirely separately from the League and 1s man-
aged by a medical committee, the League acting only as
trustee

In Connecticut, activities have still to be devoted to
legnslative work, as the Comnecticut law, which strictly
prohibits the personal use of contraceptives, prevents the
opening of chimes Doctors will not associate themselves
with & Clime which would advise its patients to commut a
ecrime The State Branch has introduced a biil to repeal
this law and a Legslative Commuttee, headed by Mrs
Katharine Houghton Hepburn, has been formed, with
sub-committees 1n 14 towns and cities, to push the bill n
the present session of the Legislature The prospects of
the bill are good and if 1t passes, 1t will then be possible
to establish chinics

In New York State, the law already permits a Limited
measure of Birth Control and the Clin.cal Research
Bureau has now been 1 existence since 1924 During
1928, 1t was changed from its position as a Department of
the American Birth Control League and set on 1its own
feet as an independent umt, mith Margaret Sanger as 1ts
Director The League was thus set free for its educa-
tional and legistative work A bill simlar to the one

mtroduced last year to enable physicians to give contra-
ceptive advice for other reasons than “cure or prevention
of disease” was introduced in the New York Assembly at
Albany on January 5, by Assemblyman John W Remer,
who, at the request of Mrs Jones gave an account of his
interest 1n Birth Control, his reasons for being willing to
sponsor the bill, and the work that would be necessary for
1ts passage

The report of the Executive Secretary, Mrs P B P
Huse, showed how great the interest 1n the bill had already
become Many meetings had been held in 1ts support, and
endorsement had been secured from a large number of
orgamzations The hearty co-operation of the New York
State League of Women Voters, secured largely by the
efforts of Mrs Richard Billings, was felt to be particu-
larly valuable Three other orgamzations which are giv-
ing 1mportant help, are the New York Woman’s City
Club, the Jumor League of New York City and the City
Federation of Women’s Clubs

The wider work of the League was best illustrated by
the tours made by Dr James F Cooper, Medical Director
During the six months that he spent 1n the field, lecturing
for the League, he spoke at 61 medical meetings and con-
ferences 1n 15 states, chiefly in the South and Middle
West, and at 15 lay meetings, reaching total audiences of
over 7,000 The marked change m the attitude of the
doctors towards Birth Control 1s illustrated by the fact
that Dr Cooper was able to have an average of one medi-
cal meeting, especially called to hear him, every two days
during his last lecture tour The doctors were eager to
secure nformation concermmng contraception and will-
mgly made the effort to get audiences together

The League, Mrs Jones announced, 1s intending dunng
the coming year to follow up the medical lectures of Dr
Cooper, by sending orgamizers into the states where inter-
est has already been aroused, with a view to the establish-
ment of climes where the laws permit, and the introduction
of legislation mto states where the laws prevent doctors
from giving contraceptive advice to clinic patients How
much work remams to be done 18 indicated by the fact,
noted by Dr Hannah Stone of the Chmnical Research
Bureau, 1n her report, that there are at present only 28
Birth Control Centers in the whole of the Umted States,
and that 38 States are still without any medical center
at which women can secure contraceptive advice and treat-
ment The fact that there are now 1n existence as many
as 28 centers was given by Dr Stone as showing the great
advance that Birth Control has made during the last five
years, but there are still tens of milhons of American
mothers for whom no provision of contraceptive informa-
tion has yet been made, and the work of the American

(Continusd on pags 60)
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News Notes

INTERNATIONAL

ANNOUNCEMENT 15 made by the World League for

Sexual Reform that its next Congress will be held
in London, September 9 to 13 The Congress will have
the support not only of great European and Awmerican stu-
dents in this field but of Bertrand Russell, H G Wells,
Arnold Bennett, Hugh Walpole, Miles Malleson, Chve
Bell and Prof Carr-Saunders Subjects for discussion
will be Marrage Law Reform, Birth Control, Preven-
tion of Venereal Disease and Prostitution and Sex Censor-
ship The Presidents of the Congress are August Forel
(Switzerland), Havelock Elhs (England), and Magnus
Hirschfeld (Germany) The mternational commuttee 1s
made up of

England Dr Norman Hare, Dora Russell, E § Jerdan,
U 8 4 Dr Harry Benjamm, Dr Wilham Robinson, Margaret
Sanger, Canadea Mrs Alice Loeb, Germany Dr Max Hodann,
Heinrich Meng, Dr Helene Stocker, France Victor Margueritte,
G Hardy, Eugene Humbert, Rugsma Dr Batkis, Alexandra Kol-
lontay, Prof Pasche-Oserski, Austma Dr Friedjung, Prof Gold-
scheid, Rosa Mayreder, Swaizerland Dr Brupbacher, Czecho-
Slovakia Dr Biedel, Dr Hugo Bondy, Italy Prof Hieh, Hol-
land Dr H Regge, Belgium Dr Kempeneers, Spamn Dr Juan
Fernen Perez, Japan Scando Sertaro, Prof M Suzuk:, Norway
Dr Gelersvald, Sweden Dr Brait, Prof Cilverstople, Dr Alma
Sundquist, Denmark Prof Jorgemsen, Inga Junghanns, Dr
Ranulf, Iceland Red Gudmundson, Dr Olafsson, Lithuama Dr
Pnssmann, Egypt Dr Al Salama, Liberia Dr Schmeidenberger,
Argentane Prof Asnaurow, Else Jerusalem Chie Dr Ramon
Clases, British India Dr V L Parmar, Dr N Rameachardra
lyer, Federated Malay States Dr I, M Ram

The first Congress of the League, whose full title 1s World
League for Sexual Reform on a Scientific Basis, was held
m Copenhagen n July, 1928* The aimms of the League
are expressed 1n a general resolution carned at the end of
that Congress which read

“The Second International Congress for Sexual Re-
form on a Scientific Basms appeals to the legislatures,
the press and the peoples of all countries, to help to
create a new legal and socal attitude (based on the
knowledge which has been acquired from scientific re-
search in sexual biology, psychology and sociology)
towards the sexual hife of men and women ”

At present the happiness of an enormous number of
men and women 1s sacnficed to false sexual standards, to
ignorance and to mtolerance

It 1s, therefore, urgently necessary that the many sex-
uel problems (the Position of Women, Marriage, Divoree,
Birth Control, Eugemcs, Fitness for Marrage, the Un-
married Mother and the Illegitimate Child, Prostitution,
Sexual Abnormality, Sexusal Offences, Sexual Educalion,
etc ) should be re-exammed from a commen-sense and un-
biased standpoint and dealt with scientifically

The chief planks of the League’s platform are
1 Political, economic, and sexual equality of men and
women

*See Bmthr ConTroL Review for July, 1928, page 215

2 The hberation of marriage (and especially divorce
from the present Church and State tyranny
8 Control of conception, so that precreation may be un-
dertaken only deliberately, and with a due sense of
responsibility
4 Race betterment by the applhication of the knowledge
of Eugenics
5 Protection of the unmarried mother and the illegiti-
mate child
6 A rational attitude towards sexually abnormal per-
sons, and especially towards homosexuals, both male
and female
7 Prevention of prostitution and venereal disease
8 Disturbances of the sexual ympulse to be regarded as
more or less pathological phenomena, and not, as n
the past, as crimes, vices or sins
9 Only those sexual acts to be considered eriminal which
mfringe the sexual nghts of another person Sexual
acts between responsible adults, undertaken by mutual
consent, to be regarded as the prnivate concern of
those adults
10 Systematic sexunal education
Subscriptions to the Congress (one guinea) and dona-
tion for preliminary expenses should be addressed to Mrs
Dora Russell, Telegraph House, Harting, Petersfield,
England Further particulars about the program and
plans may be obtained from the Hon Secretary Dr Nor-
man Hazire, 127 Harley Street, London, W I

UNITED STATES
New York

HE Birth Control Bill was mtroduced in the New
York Assembly by Mr John Remer, January Tth,
and referred to the Codes Committee On January 10th,
Mrs F Robertson Jones, President of the American Birth
Control League, spoke at Portchester at the home of Mrs
Henry Steers, the occasion bemng a luncheon meeting for
the Portchester, Rye and White Plains Birth Control
Committee On January 15 she spoke at Nyack and at
the Woman’s City Club of New York on January 14
A Luncheon Conference was held at the Woman’s City
Club on January 25th with representatives of endorsing
orgamzations to plan the delegation to the Hearing at
Albany
Three new committees have been formed by Mrs Heck
at Binghamton, Tioga County, (Oego, etc ) and Elmira
The latter part of January was spent by Mrs Heck m
Albany where she 15 assisting with the legislative work and
work with Birth Control Committees of Albany and
viamty
At a meeting under the auspices of the Cold Spring
Harbor and Neighboring Towns Birth Control Commuttee
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on January Tth at which Mrs Walter Timme was chair-
man, a resolution was passed urging the enactment of the
New Yc' Bill

Thirty voters signed the resolution endorsing the il
In the discussion two Episcopal mimisters and a physician
spoke strongly for Birth Control legislation

In October, 1928, Mrs Lilhan Francis Fitch, chair-
man of Legislation of the New York City Federation of
Women’s Clubs sent the following letter to all party can-
didates for election to the New York legislature

“The New York City Federation of Women’s Clubs,
having about 200,000 members, has endorsed a legislative
bill to permit physicians to give contraceptive informa-
tion to married persons, and as Legislative Chairman, I
am nterested in knowming which of the candidates for the
New York State legislative are 1n favor of such a hill
Would you be 56 kind as to mdicate on the enclosed form
whether or not you are in favor of such a measure”

Fifty replies were recerved, of which all but 10 were
emphatically m favor of the lll Seven held “an open
mind” and of the three who answered No one remarked

“Except m cases where either parent 13 afthcted with
tuberculosis or some other incurable disease, or poverty-
stricken families already having a number of children ”

On January 16, Mrs Richard Billngs, a Director of
the American Birth Control League, spoke at Forest
Hills, to the Queen’s Branch of the New York League of
Women Voters, urging active work for the New York
Birth Control bill

The Federal Grand Jury m Brooklyn, on complani
of the Post Office Department, returned an indictment
agamnst Mary Ware Dennett, author of a pamphlet en-
titled “The Sex Side of Life” The pamphlet was first
printed 1n the Medscal Review ten years ago, and
since then has been used by the YMCA, YWCA,
by theological schools and been recommended by hundreds
of mmsters, social workers and physicians A new edition
has recently been brought out, the illustrations for which
were supervised by Dr R L Dickinson, of the Maternal
Health Committee The pamphlet was described by the
Grand Jury as “‘obscene, lewd, lascivious and filthy, vile
and indecent and unfit to be spread on the records of this
honorable court

Pennsylvania

NLY a brief announcement can be made this month

of the Combined Conference of the Pennsvlvama
Birth Control Federation and the Southeastern Pennsyl-
vama Birth Control League “on the morning, afternoon
and evening of February 27th The subject for dis-
cussion at the morning session 1s “Is Birth Control Moral®
the participants being the Reverend Karl Reiland of St
George’s Church, New York, § Burns Wison of the
Society for Ethical Culture, the Rev Sidney E Gold-
stemn of the Free Synagogue, New York, the Rev J Arch-
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1bald MacCallum, a Presbyterian minister and the Rev
Roger S Forbes, a Unmitarian At the Juncheon Mrs
Robert S Huse, Executive Secretary of the American
Birth Control League will speak on the success of the
Chnical Research Bureau Social welfare, health and
the bill to be submtted to the 1929 legislature are the
subjects of the afternon session Titles of some of the
papers on social welfare are

“Should Welfare Workers Be In Favor of Birth Con-
trol?”, Hornell Hart, Ph D

“Can Birth Control Lower Tax Ratesr”, James H S
Bossard, Ph D

“Do the Working Classes Need Birth Control?”’, Mr
Israel Mufson

“What Is the Origin of the Opposition to Birth Con-
tro!?”, Donald Young, Ph D

“What Shall We Read About Birth Control?”, Hudson
Chapman, Ph D,

A Lovett Dewees, M D, presides at the health confer-
ence and Mr Samuel Emlen who introduced the Birth
Control Bill in the legislature 1n 1927 speaks on the
bill that 1s proposed for 1929 Mr Emlen, Dr Wm H
Garth of St Mark’s Church, Ishp, and Margaret Sanger
are peakers at the public meeting held in the eveming
the conference which will be held at the Bellevue Strat-
ford, Philadelphia, 1s under the chairmanship of Mr
Stevens Hecksher

On January 13th, Dr James F Cooper spoke before
a large Mass Meeting of the Young Democracy of Phila-
delphia

ENGLAND

THE publication of the Annual Report, for 1927-28,
of the Society for the Provision of Birth Control
Clinics marks another step forward in the Birth Control
movement in Great Britain Mr Harold Cox, Honorary
Treasurer for the Soctety, mn a preface to the report
pomts out that in the distressed mining areas the mnfant
population 15 still growing almost as rapidly as in times
of prosperity ““There 15 no visible outlook in life for these
children,” he says, “and both husband and wife would be
rehieved of a heavy load of anxiety if they were taught
sound methods of avoiding unwanted conceptions To
do this,” he continues, “is the amm of the Society for the
Provision of Birth Control Chinies, which now works
through twelve centres m London, the provinces and Scot-
land ¥ A sigmificant aspect of the Socicty’s work 1s the
development of a clime i a Midland mining area and the
report notes that many miners’ wives attend the Glasgow
centre

All told, 4,514 new cases have been dealt with during
the year, 1377 of them at the Society’s pioneer centre at
Walworth, i addition to 7,606 return wisits (8,250 at
Walworth) The Society receives no support from pubhec
funds and, as Mr Cox pomts out, the development of the
work depends on the contributions recerved from the chart-
able public



IRELAND

OMMITTEE stage on the Evil Literature bill, which
was first fixed for November 26th, begms m the
middle of February It was postponed mn order that pro-
ceedings might not be mterrupted by the Christmas hoh-
days There are between 70 and 80 amendments to be
considered  Some of them are intended to liberahze the
bill, but most aim at making 1ts provisions more stringent
It 1s unlikely that there will be any modification of the
total prohibition of all books and periodicals contaming
any advocacy of Birth Control or information concerming
1t The Archbishops of Cashel, Armagh and Dublin and
other members of the Insh Hierarchy of the Roman
Catholic Church have publicly stated that the only amend-
ments acceptable to them would be such as would strengthen
the prohibhition and that any attempt to whittle down the
provisions agamst Birth Control would be opposed i the
mterest of Roman Catholic principles How powerful the
Roman Catholic Church already 1s m regard to hiterary
censorship was shown recently, when the Archbishop of
Tuam banned from the public ibrary of Galway the works
of a number of authors, mcluding Tolstor, Victor Hugo
and Bernard Shaw The National University of Ireland
1s supporting amendments to the bill which would liberahize
some of 1ts features, but, on Birth Control, the spokesman
for these amendments, Deputy Tierney, stated on Dec 3,
that “nothing 1s further from our intention than to favor
or facilitate either Birth Control propaganda or any form
of evil Iiterature ” It 15 now expected that the hill! will
become a law with httle delay

ITALY

N EDITORIAL in The Survey furnishes new details
about Italian efforts to stimulate population

Despite popular 1deas of Itahan fecundity, recent dis-
patches from that country report a dechiming birth-rate,
especially 1 the cities of the north In the first six
months of 1928, birth mn Florence hardly equalled the
deaths 1n number, 1n Bologna the balance was adverse,
while even the smaller cities, such as Verona, Ferrara and
Cremona, show the same almost umversal downward trend
A falling birth-rate contradicts the Fascist philosophy of
a flourishing state, and expedients to counteract it are
not lacking A friend of Tke Survey, writing from Rome,
lists some of these TFirst, a bonus of from 200 to 400
hire ($10 50-$21 00) was offered for fambhes with eighteen
children 'Then the necessary number of offspring was re-
duced to twelve, and recently to ten The names of fam-
thes writing 1n to clamn the bonus are published m the
daily newspapers Several months ago the eity of Milan
began offering free passes on the tram system to any
famly with ten children, or seven, if the head of the famly
was a government employee Rome followed smt, and a
feverish competition fanned by the newspapers 15 on be-
tween Milan and Reme to see which city wll first achieve

Birth Control Remerw

the mlhon mark in population Florence exempts a fam-
ily with ten children from paying taxes Apparently the
burden of bonuses 1s becoming a little heavy, for recently
Mussohm sent an order to the prefect of communities to
ask employers to contnbute to the fund as a patrotic
duty Gifts have also been sent by the Duce to Italian
famibes hving outside of Italy, and reduced railroad rates
are offered to expectant mothers to the homeland so that
their babies may be born under the Italian flag How this
effort 1s apparently abetting nature in one mstance 1s dis-
closed 1n a triumphant communication, headed The Joy of
a Fascist, recently published in the Messagero

“I wish to announce that Saturday my wife gave birth
to three children Triplets used to be a rare occurrence,
but smce the exhortation of our glorious Duce they now
commence to be frequent

“My case, however, or rather that of my wife, 15 alto-

{Contrnued on page 62)

ANNUAL MEETING
(Continued from page &71)

Birth Control League will not be ended until Birth Con-
trol advice 1s within reach of every mother 1n America.

The reports of progress were followed by two nterest-
mg addresses The first was given by Mrs Cora B Hod-
son, Secretary of the Brnitish Eugenics Society and also of
the International Eugenics Society Mrs Hodson gave
a brief history of the Birth Control movement in England.
Her greatest stress was on the differential birth-rate and
the fact that people of mferior intelhgence are multiply-
ing out of proportion to those of higher mental abihty
She described Birth Control as a tremendously powerful
tool, that might be used disastrously, but that, brought
withm the reach of the famihes where 1t 15 most needed,
may be used to bmld a better and higher humamty

Professor Wilkam Pepperell Montague, who has re-
cently returned from a tour of the world, gave the final
address He told n vivid words of the crowded musery of
great parts of the Eastern world, especially Japan, Korea
and Manchuria, muisery due to the reckless bringing mnto
existence of children for whom there was no room, no food
and no opportumties in hfe Attempts that have been made
by Western orgamzations to reheve the famines and the
misery were as futile as attempts to fill a sieve with water
The only hope lies in Birth Control, and 1n the education
of leaders and governments to see the necessity for con-
troling population Even worse than this unthinking mult-
pheation of the East was the case of Italy where de-
liberate attempts are bemng made to mcrease the popula-
tion until Italy shall be so full that she must engage mn
aggressive warfare to find space for her people “The
ughest cause of war”, said Professor Montague, 15 the
purely ammal-like pressure of numbers, faced by the al-
ternative of starvation or of robbing others What an
ugly and hormble prospect for the world to face! Pop-
ulatron crowded to the hmt and people Iiterally forced to
feed upon each other »
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Havelock Ellis
His Service to Humanity

By RupoLF HoLstI

N HIS nteresting mtroduction to Mrs Mar-

garet Sanger’s admirable book on “The New
Motherhood”, Mr Havelock Elbs justly observes
“that 1t 1s not the few who rule the world It s the
masses—the 1gnorant, emotional, volatile, super-
stitious masses—who rule the world” However,
he finds a great consolation, that there are mdivi-
duals “who are working for the increase of knowl-
edge, and of practical action based on knowledge
among the masses, the masses who alone possess the
power to change the force of the world for good or
for evi, and by growth mn wisdom to raise the
human race on to a higher level”

How very true 1s this with regard to the inde-
fahgable activity of Mr Havelock Elhs himself
Has not luis own life been devoted to the great cause
of the betterment of the individual and to the raising
of the human race on to a higher level? I am sure
there are in every part of the world, in every nation,
persons who have admired s knowledge of the
human soul, its instinets, emotions, 1ts possibilities
of intellectual greatness and more refinement He
has fertilized their imagination, he has strengthened
therr wllpower to social activity and intellectual
asprrations It 1s the invaluable privilege of such
farseemg Citizens of Mankind to lead the 1gnorant
masses, to show the path to true progress

There 15 1n the wide field and scope of the re-
search and the teaching of Mr Havelock Ells a
special part which has the widest practical bear-
mg on the mtellectual moral and physical better-
ment of the masses the racial improvement of the
individuzl and, by these means, of the race itself

The history of man 1s full of wars and of every
other kind of destruction of human hfe That has
been the glowe of only too many rulers and states-
men, to them the human hife itself has been a very
mferior matter, not even worthy of modest atten-
tion It 1s only now, after thousands of years of
history, that a comparatively few people have real-
1zed the paramount mmportance of a methodical
mmprovement of the human race However, after
a few generations we can be sure that this 1s going
to be the greatest duty of every enlightened Gov-
ernment and the central problem of every teaching
of nght atizenship

Those future times will know far better than our
own time what they, in this respect, will owe to Mr
Havelock Elhs
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Havelock Ellis
A Guide to the Perplexed
By LiewriLyNy JoNES
TO CHARACTERIZE 1s in a way to limt,

and Havelock Ells 1s almost unlimted 1n his

range of interests But we may say that the two
poles of his world are the fact that he 1s a phvsician
and the fact that he 1s a philosopher

As a physician he has spoken through his “Studies
m the Psychology of Sex” not only to that hmited
public to whom alone our laws allow the books to
be officially addressed—doctors, lawyers and minis-
ters—but to thousands of people to whom the prob-
lems of sex have been acute personal problems,
brought sometimes to obsession, because there was
so little hight to be found on them, and because the
very people who might be expected to shed hght on
them were taboo-ridden and had never heard of or
heeded Bishop Wilson’s warning to all advisors to
be sure that their light was not darkness

And as a phlosopher, Havelock Ells 1s also a
guide to the perplexed And here his work 1s per-
haps even more important For Nature and good
luck solve most people’s sex problems for them
But how 15 one to solve the large problem of one’s
presence m a world not cut to one’s own pattern,
not solicitous of one’s existence? The answers have
ranged all the way from blind optimism to blank
despairr Havelock Ellis has read all those answers
and sympathized with all that 1s genume m each of
them For that class of person—and we have no
means of knowing how large 1t 1s, for people are
even more reticent about their philosophic doubts
than they are about their sex problems—for that
class of person who 1s hurt by the mmpact of ex-
istence I can 1imagine no better source of spiritual
consolation than Havelock Elhs® “The Dance of
Lafe ” He does not cater to the weakness that may
often be at the root of the mability to accept hfe,
but he gives these hesitating souls such a perspec-
tive that when he tells them that “There 1s no sepa-
rating Pamn and Pleasure without making the first
meaningless for all vital ends and the second turn
to ashes”—they are able to accept the saying

ITALY
(Continued from page 60)

gether wonderful When you think that after eight sons
born one at a time, now they beg n to come three at a time'
My only grief 1s that the newborn are all girls and will
not be able to bear arms for their Great Country Having
s1x sons hiving, the triplets have increased the size of our
famly m one stroke 50 per cent And contimuing 1n this
fashion, my wife, who 1s only thirty-three, will eventually
be able to form an entire company' Long live Italy, long
live the Duce, long live the Family **
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WHAT FOUR MEN, leaders in four different fields of activity, think of the
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW

A MINISTER, Reverend John Haynes Holmes, Minuster of the Commumty Church, N Y C

“This paper 1s an organ worthy of the great cause to whick 1t 15 dedicated The
REVIEW publishes much valuable mformation and 15 edited with courage, vision
and true 1dealism ”

A DOCTOR, Dr Robert L. Dickinson, Secretary of the Commuttee on Maternal Health, N Y C.

“Anyone seriously mterested 1n birth rates and 1 control of population must needs
watch your columns, while the non informed will be attracted by the appearance,
clear style and good editing of your journal ”

AN EDUCATOR, Dr C C. Little, President of the University of Michigan
“I always read the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, knowing that I shall find m each

number confirmation of truths on which I have come to rely, and suggestive and
stimulating articles dealing with vital phases of human progress.”

A PUBLICIST, Sherwood Eddy, of the National Y MC A

“I recommend the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW for its sane¢ advocacy of the most
needed reform in American Life today In this most reglected area of ignorance
and suffering, the REVIEW 13 leading the way ”
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New Yorg, N Y
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