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TEN GOOD REASONS forBIRTH CONTROL
Al

WE HAVE GIVEN NINE REASONS—Woman s Rights Married Love The Health of Mother and Child, the Welfare
of Children, the Abolition of Poverty, the Relief of Over-population 1n its Domestic and 1n 1ts International
Aspects, the Improvement of the Race and the Progress of Civilization for

Birth Control
The Use of Harmless and Effectvve Mechanical or Chemscal Methods
of Preventson Called Contraceptvoes

Another reason that demands this reform, 1s

Reason X—The Abolition of Abortion and Infanticide

(Year by year, wn spite of prolubstory legislation, the murder of the unborn child goes on, has gone on untsl it consts-
tutes the scandal and tragedy of both Europe and Amernsca The Far East—more cymcal or less wmswncere—permats
not only Abortion but Infantscsde as the only means st knows of bmstsng population)

Here are a few, among many, statements by experts on this subject —

O create

a race of
well-born
children 1t 15
essenttal  that
the function be
elevated to d
posttion of dig-
nity and ths s
tmposstble as
fong as concep-
ron remains a
matter of

chance

Declaration  of
Principles of
American Birth
Control League

There 1s one thing which poor mothers will all admit—namely, that they have made repeated and frequently
successful efforts to procure abortion 1 cannot help thinking that we hive 1n a world of sham  Every now and then
cases come before the Courts and some person 1s sent to jail for a long period of years for performing an illegal oper
ation and yet this 13 the cornmonest thing you can think of 1o these places The women will all confess 1t to you
and will tell you that, at the :mminent risk of their life and heaith, they are driven to resort to this as the only
means of escape from a state that they find intolerable

Lorp BucEmasTeR

Anyone who knows about Birth Control knows that it would do away with abortions, which occur 1n appall
ing numbers 11 America every year
MARGARET SANGER

Not only has Birth Control nothing 1n common with Abortion but 18 a weapon of the greatest value tn fighting
this eval  'With 1ts help we may hope to lumit and, I trust, eradicate this eriminal practice It 15 not generally
known outs:de the medical profession and social workers, how widespread this practice 12 It amounts in fact to
a national disgrace 1 say national because the Umted States leads all other countries in the number of abortions per
formed yearly ‘The laws cnacted to suppress it have had but hittle deterrent effect The practice 1s most common
among married women, parucularly of the poorer prohific classes who already bave children and cannot afford to
add to their number These mothers on finding themselves pregnant again after repeated pregnancies, resert in
desperation to this immoral and dangerous means of relief Some women seek this means not only once but a dozen
or twenty times Some women do not hive to seek 1t for the second time

Racuerie Yarros, MD

Thoughtful people who have studied the subject have pointed out over and over again that information with
regard to Birth Control, dispensed by competent and high minded physictans would be the most powerful means
of decreasing the number of abortions In my own experience of many years of practice I have realized more and
more what a great influence a physicran can exert on women n deterning thern such such practice T have had
many a woman come to me distracted and almost 1nsane, because of another pregnancy saying that she 1s ready to
die, if need be, rather than have another child 1n her already depleted state of health Yet in many such cases [ have
been able to quict these women and bring them back to their normal sense of responsibility to themselves and to their
families In such cases it 13 necessary to point out emphatically the dangers of abortions both to {ife and heaith and
then offer the women the comforting assurance that, with proper information, they need never have another child

Avice Hamivton, M D

Birth Control 13 carried on 1n the tenements all the time, but 1t 18 not prevention of conception that the women
do not understand It 1s 10 the form of abortion which every woman can learn about if she wishes

Bexgamin T Tivtow, MD
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EDITORIAL

WE ARE fortunate in bemng able to lay be-
fore our readers two statements, one from
Prof Vermeersch of Rome and the other from Dr
C V Drysdale, presenting 1n the best possible
manner the Roman Catholic case agamst Birth
Control and the answer to this case The 1ssue 1s
clear-cut Both sides approve Birth Control The
difference affects methods The Roman Cathohec
case against contraception rests on a religious basis
It 1s mystical in nature, and postulates a sm against
God and rehgion Other Christian churches refuse
to accept the religious pronouncements coming
authontatively from Rome, and the question 1s
whether the Roman Catholhic Church has the right
to enact into law therr own distinctively rehgious
obligations To do so 1s intolerance worthy only of
the m:ddle ages The Roman Catholic authorities
proclaim that they stand outside of politics Whll
they keep hands off when our bills come before the
New York, the Connecticut, and other State Legs-
latures? If they do not, their outery during the re-
cent Presidential election about Protestant intoler-
ance m opposing Al Smith 1s sheerest hypoerisy

Qle,

INCE we last went to press, the New ¥ork

Times has again laid 1ts hundred neediest cases
before a generous American public, and at the pres-
ent moment gifts are pourmng m to aid the sufferers
who have been so fortunate as to have their needs
presented Just one hundred cases! It would not
have been difficult to find double or treble that num-
ber And the fact that these one hundred famihes
will be helped out of their immediate distress will
not make 1t any more difficult to find one hundred
cases next year—and the year after, and the year
after that Such suffering, as 1s described 1n the
Tmes, must and should be relieved But a gift to
any one, or to all of these cases does not end the
responsibility of society for the existence of the dis-
tress In many of the cases, the Umted States

Government and the Government of New York
State are defimitely responsible for the misery of
famibes and the suffermg of mothers and lhttle
children Take for example, case 68, for which
$1,500 1s asked to help the family over the next year
or two Kleven children, the baby only two months
old, a sick father and an over-burdened mother are
Living m four dark basement rooms The father
was a construction worker until he was disabled by
accident  But what possibility 1s there in New
York for a man, even mn good well-paid work, to
bring up eleven children and give them decent hous-
mg, and some security agamst just such mms-
fortunes as have overtaken them? Can it be imag-
med that the mother wanted all these children, that
she felt competent to care properly for them all?
Yet what could she do, so long as the New York
law forbids the giving of contraceptive advice by
physicians in cases where there 1s no defimite pres-
ence of danger of disease and so long as the United
States Government strictly prohibits the sending of
such information through the mails?

HE need for Birth Control 1s obvious m many

other of the Cases In some the mothers might
have been helped, even under the restrictive law of
New York, had they known where to go for aid
In case 26, 1t 1s hardly behevable that five httle in-
nocent children would have been forced to suffer
from semi-starvation for weeks and months, 1f Mr
and Mrs Perodo had known how to regulate therr
famly We are told the father had been “a truck
driver by day and a porter by mght,” until the m-
evitable happened and he broke down under the
double load The mother had Betty 8, and Leon-
ard 2, dragging at her skirts, hittle 5-months old
Johnny m her arms, and was soon to become a
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mother again, while one tiny child of 7 was n
school and another sick at home with pneumoma
“Help must be given this family”, reads the appeal
m the Tymes “to build them up for their struggle to
survive” 'Whll they also secure the help to enable
them to control their family and to give the mother
a rest and tume to care for the chuldren she already
has? As one reads case after case, one asks oneself
the question Must little children suffer that Amer-
1cans may enjoy the “boundless thrill of giving” and
the debght of feeling that they have helped to end
the suffermg? Will not Americans give as readily
for prevention? Last year nearly $286,000 poured
m m answer to a sumilar appeal This year no
doubt the gifts will be equally generous Next year
they will again be repeated Over a million dollars
m four years, and no end to the stream Similar
donations to the cause of Birth Control would make
a perceptible difference 1n the amount of msery to
be relieved, and a few years of such active and gen-
erous help would almost put an end to such cases
as are caused by too many children for the parents
to care for Those who desire to end suffering
rather than to alleviate 1t, will heed the plea of the
American Birth Control League

ACCOUNTS of the falling birthrate through-
out the western world rarely fail to mention
two tragic accompanying phenomena One of these
1s the persistence, on a greater scale than ever be-
fore, of the practice of abortion, especially in East-
ern Europe The other 1s a wide-spread psycho-
logical disturbance, resembling the apatheia of
medieval days and mamfesting 1tself in a growing
mertra and indifference among the desperately poor
m regions of permanent unemployment, such as the
British coal-mming areas, and n larger figures for
msanity and suicide in both Europe and America
“Human life”, says one observer in southeastern
Europe, “has become worthless to a great number
of people” Here are the forms which a general
denal and disgust with hife takes —at one end
abortion, which 1s the destruction of hfe, at the
other an aversion to such life as offers, reaching its
height in swieide, which 1s self murder Crities men-
tion these facts, but they stop at mere mention, and
pass on to pour out their wrath on the mncreasing
practice of Birth Control, though family linmtation
1s the only salvation from the doctrine and practice
of despair Yet here 2nd there, 1n the countries suf-
fering most, a more rational point of view 1s dis-
cermible, here and there the destructive attitude of

Barth Control Review

mind 1s being replaced by a constructive effort to
spread Birth Control This is strikingly the case in
Austna, where the effort to legalize abortion 1s be-
g replaced by a wide-spread establishment of
Birth Control Clinies It 1s even more strikingly
manifested m Germany, another country where a
fight was bemng made against anti-abortion laws
There the Berhn Birth Control chnic, estabhshed
when Mrs Sanger was in Germany, 1s being taken
over by the local authorities, to be carried on 1n con-
nection with public health work and with the mar-
riage advice centers The German Government
needed only one practical demonstration to teach
1t a practical way out of despair and death which
our Government as yet 1s unwilling to learn

Qg

ORRESPONDENCE on articles m the
BieTE ConTrROL REVIEW has never showed a
Iivelier mmterest than m recent months Prepara-
tory work for the legislative campaigns in New
York and other states 1s under way and Dr Drys-
dale’s restatement of the inconsistent Catholic po-
sition on Birth Control has therefore a specral
appropriateness in this 1ssue  Is any American
Cathohic theologian equipped to answer Dr Drys-
dale in such a way as to satisfy intelligent legis-
lators? With Dr Bissell’s letter rounding out the
correspondence on the proposed amalgamation of
the REview with a eugenics magazine this discus-
siony 1s brought to an end His letter adds to the
weight of opimmon against obscuring our aim by
combining it with any other The American Birth
Control League 1s neither critic nor supporter of
the Eugenics movement It welcomes the aid of
every good cause, but 1ts position 1s fundamentally
different from that of the Eugemists It stands
rather for freedom than compulsion and 1t recog-
nizes a euthenic argument for famuly hmitation
quite as important as the eugenic To restore the
balance which the discussion of a combined maga-
zine has disturbed, Dr Whiting, a geneticist not
identified with Eugenics, this month contributes an
article on the relative importance of mmheritance and
environment in creatmg character, health and well-
bemng His discussion will be followed by a series
by social scientists showing that Birth Control
makes for better social conditions as well as better
stock
Interest in the anonymous article “Just One
Baby” has proved so keen that a symposium on this
subject 1s planned Our readers are urged to con-
tribute If you do not wish to use your name,
mutials or a pen name will be acceptable
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Where Should We Stand?

By J WauitrmeE WiLLiams, M D

T SHOULD be recognized that the estabhished

use of Birth Control n the Umted States has
come about in spite of state and national legislation,
and that the central government forbids the use of
the mails to mformation concerming contraception,
forbids mterstate traffic in contraceptive artcles,
and even prevents their importation for nvestiga-
tive or scientific purposes The result 1s that a
bootleg traffic has developed, which supplies the
demand at excessive prices, which again demon-
strates the impossibiity of attempting to control
non-crimmal personal habits by law  Again, the
Roman Catholic Church teaches that all forms of
contraception are sinful, and in a little book on
Birth Control written by John M Cooper, profes-
sor mn the Catholic Umversity of America, which
bears the imprimatur of Archbishop Curley, 1t 1s
stated that the only permissible method of prevent-
g conception 1s sexual abstinence I shall not
attempt to enter into the religious aspect of the
question, but shall content myself with stating that
In my somewhat large experience the only differ-
ence that I can note between Catholics and others
m this respect 1s a slight difference 1n degree

When to Give Advice

Where should we stand as medical men? To my
mind there can only be one answer, and that 1s that
we must give contraceptive advice whenever 1t 1s
medically indicated, but that it must depend on our
conscience as to what advice should be given under
other conditions T hold that 1t 1s just as much our
duty to give such advice when medically indicated
as 1t 1s to advocate the employment of any other
prophylactic measure

We must advise the multiparous woman suffer-
ing from chronic nephritis not to become pregnant,
and the same apphes to tuberculosis and serious
heart disease Consequently, if we feel that such
advice 1s necessary we must give directions as to
how 1t can be made effective, for if we do one with-
out the other we are falling in our duty as physi-
cians and 1n great part are wasting our time

I hkewise feel that similar advice 1s indicated
when we see a patient steadily going down hill as
the result of pregnancies recurring at too close mn-
tervals, as well as 1n certain neurotic and malad-
Justed women whose entire life 1s disturbed by a
constant dread of pregnancy Indeed, the hst of
indications might be considerably increased if time
and space permutted

In my experience, contraceptive advice will usu-
ally accomplish its purpose among the so-called m-
telhgent classes, but 1t 15 almost useless among the
1gnorant, feebleminded and brutal, and 1t 15 in the
latter particularly that we must go still further and
effect sterility by operative means when necessary
Of course, 1t may be argued that even 1n the latter
class continence 1s the true solution, and that if it
cannot be attained the matter 1s out of our hands
If men were angels, such advice mught hold, but
even among the most intelhgent and well-meaning
I hesitate to recommend continence for too long a
time, as 1 know from experience what 1t means to
give advice which may lead to a blasted marriage

Bootleg Contraceptives

For these reasons I give contraceptive advice
whenever I feel that it 1s medically needed, as I con-
sider 1t far less serious than to mduce a therapeutic
abortion or a premature labor, which so often be-
comes necessary when a patient 1s told not to be-
come pregnant but 1s not mstructed as to how to
avoid 1t Moreover, when I give such advice, I
always regret that the means at our disposal are
not more efficient, and that 1t often must imply a
certain feeling of degradation on the part of the
person securing them from serm-bootleg sources I
feel very strongly that our state and national laws
should be amended so as to make 1t possible for
physicians to prescribe contraceptive means with
the same freedom and decency as any other prophy-
lactic or medical device, and I resent very strongly
the attempt of the government to mterfere mn this
respect, as I regard it as an unwarrantable asper-
sion aganst the integrity and bona fides of the
medical profession

(Reprinted from The Journal of the Amencan Medical Aszocration )

A man, married seven years, whose wife, a perfectly
healthy, normal gir] at marriage, became 1nsane after the
birth of her first baby and was kept 1n an asylum for
four years, wondered if Birth Control would help him
He dreaded a repetition of the trouble, and friends had
advised him to divorce his wife, so I referred him to our
Chnical Research Bureau Krrry Marron
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The Two Collaborators in Character Determination
By P W WHiITING

HICH 1s more important, heredity or en-
vironment? Let us imagmne the possible an-
swers to this questions ranged along a scale extend-
ing from zero to one-hundred percent for heredity,
the remamder bemg left m each case for environ-
ment The environmentalist, the zero percenter for
heredity gives an answer at the opposite extreme
from the one-hundred percent champion for hered-
ity A hberal will answer fifty-fifty, placing hus
answer mudway, while a social reformer usually
feels he makes an extreme concession if he grants
twenty-five percent to heredity The question 1s
an excellent subject for debate since no two pecple
can ever quite agree
But answers need not necessarily be ranged along
this straight line Some state that both heredity
and environment are one-hundred percent impor-
tant and that no plant or ammal exists without an
ancestry and no plant or ammal 1s capable of living
without an environment There 1s no creature or
colony of creatures, organ, tissue or cell, trait or
tropism that 1s not one-hundred percent dependent
both on heredity an environment What possible
type of vanation caused by environment can exist
without the hereditary capacity so to vary, and what
hereditary difference can express itself without a
suitable environment? In order to make the ques-
tion scientific, to swit the biologist, differences m
traits must be understood rather than traits as such
The question may be put n this way,—Which 1s
more mportant, heredity or environment mn caus-
g this or that particular difference? Such a spe-
cific question may often be answered very accurate-
ly and 1t 1s also possible 1n many cases to answer
Just what factor in heredity or environment 1s effec-
tive 1n bringing about the varation

The Biologist and Evolutionst

For what sort of traits do we wish to have the
causes of variation explamed? What people are
mterested mn each sort of vanation?

The experimental biologist studies a certain va-
riation 1in form or color of his plants or ammals
He wishes to analyse the causes of this variation into
certain genetic factors, or environment conditions,
such as temperature, hght, humidity or food The
writer, has, for example, studied the causes pro-
ducing dark coloration 1n various msects In a cer-
tain wasp 1t 1s due to cool temperature, while in a
certain spectes of moth temperature appears to have

no effect but dark and Light strams can be 1solated
by selection, showing that the difference 1s hered-
itary In another species of moth, however, the
same trait, dark color, 1s increased by cool tempera-
ture, but different strains vary in this respect The
trait 1s here subject to both environment and hered-
itary mfluences It is thus very difficult to draw
conclusions from one case to another even when the
trait 1s the same and 1n some cases when the species
1s also the same

The question interests the evolutiomst Is the
polar bear white because 1t hives in an environment
of snow? His coat remains white even 1if he 1s
brought out of the arctic and bred on brown earth
The weasel, the ptarmugan and the varymg hare are
white in winter, colored in summer They have the
hereditary capacity, lacking in most of their rela-
tives, to vary with the season Environment evi-
dently determines, probably by natural selection,
what hereditary traits may persist and dominate 1n
the species

The Psychologist and Idealist

The question interests the psychologist and vari-
ous social idealists including the eugemcist, the
preacher, the reformer and the revolutionist
Among many of these enthusiasts, subjective fac-
tors play the major role Some psychologists as-
sume the equalitarian posttion, “all men are created
equal”, and 1t 1s only necessary to have the rght
sort of education to rid the world of morons and in-
sane At the other extreme are found certam eu-
genicists who are able to fit into various schemes of
hereditary transmission such traits as cheerfulness,
excitabihty, kleptomama and wanderlust Fortu-
nately increasing accuracy 1n definrtion of traits on
the part of the psychologist and increasing knowl-
edge of genetics on the part of the eugenicists are
tending toward greater objectivity and scientific
accuracy Retention of extreme views by certain
members of both groups may be explamned in part
by congemtal mabihity to grasp new 1deas, in part
by acquired complexes agamnst anything contrary
to one’s prepossessions A certamn psychologist for
example who denies heredity altogether has been
analysed by a psychatrist as a distinctly negatn -
istic and schizophrenic type, while a certain calam-
ity howhing eugemaist, although widely quoted, 1s
entirely 1gnorant of modern genetics and would
undoubtedly be altogether unable to pass an exami-
nation n an elementary course
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The case 1s even worse with the other types of
social 1dealists who combine intense and often ad-
murably dynamic emotion with almost complete
ignorance of science Their occupation inclines
them toward equahtamamsm They range from
the most bigoted type to hberals who are willing to
admit the equality m importance of heredity and
environment These hiberals tend decidedly toward
Lamarckism, hoping to improve future generations
by providing the best possible conditions for the
present They refuse to admt that selection 1s the
only way to improve the human race biologically
The preacher hopes that hus sermon will not only
benefit the souls 1n his congregation but that his
words will somehow affect future generations, mak-
ing them children of God rather than offspring of
Satan The social reformer hates to think that a
baby-saving campaign may weaken the race The
revolutionist also, however much he may despise
democracy as a pretence 1n the present social order,
18 himself inclined toward the democratic delusion
that all men are created equal God makes us all
ahke All we lack 1s the will or the opportumty

Traits That May Be Inherited

What differences in character interest the social
1deahst, what are unportant from the pomnt of view
of human welfare? Let us list a few

Pigmentation of hair, skin and eyes This 15 1m-
portant as an adaptation to sunhight The darker
types are better able to resist strong hight, whether
1t be the glare of the tropics or of northern snows
Lighter types better conserve the beneficial effects
of sunlight and are adapted to environments m
which sunlight 1s at a premmum  Pigmentation 1s
largely controlled by heredity

Stature and weight A normal range of var-
ability n these traits 1s desrrable and furmishes types
adapted to various occupations Heredity plays
an mmportant role in determuming varability, more
so 1 stature than mn weight

Mentality Feeble-mindedness 1s undoubtedly
in most cases due to heredity Various types of n-
sanity seem also to have a decided tendency to run
m farmhes Many special abihities are hereditary
such as musical, mathematical, scientifie and artistic

Emotional traits It 1s held that heredity plays
a large part in various types of emotional instabil-
ity Some people are constritutionally self-pos-
sessed, some are excitable or wrritable Cheerful-
ness s said to be hereditary Epilepsy which 1s highly
hereditary appears associated with crimes of bru-
tality and violence

Environment

The Part of Enviroment Great diversity of
traits may then be affected by genetic factors En-
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vironmental influences may however cause vara-
tion 1n many or all of these Stature and weight
may be stunted by poor food or by unsuitable work
or trarung The influence of tramng on mental
and emotional traits may be very great but 1s dffi-
cult to estimate for reasons set forth below

In general the causes underlymng determination
of traits m man are difficult to analyse because of
certain of his special characteristies Iis Life his-
tory 1s a continuous process of development The
new born infant shows few traits by which 1t may
be distinguished from others,—gemus and moron,
mathematician and musician, saint and sinner are
all much ahke The growmg child 1s subject to
numerous influences of care and tramng, so that
as special interests and abilities appear these may be
ascribed to this or that experience The environ-
mentalist thus has an opportumity to argue that
heredity 1s of little or no sigmificance

Our ongin 1s 1n all cases genetically heterogene-
ous Pure lines do not exist in man  Our marnage
custom of continuously outcrossing keeps the hu-
man stock mixed genetically so that no two people,
with the exception of 1dentical twins, have the same
heredity Brothers and sisters show the greatest
diversity in physical and mental traits due to segre-
gation of genetic factors

Early post-natal environmental mfluences are
probably of great importance in determining direc-
tion of interest and mental and emotional sets No
two children have exactly similar surroundmgs and
hence may have very different inclinations and in-
terests impressed upon them at an early age

Pre-natal conditions may vary and thus affect
character Chance differences m embryologic de-
velopment may give this o1 that gland or other
structure a greater or less chance in growth and thus
affect future traits of the ndividual How much 1s
our mtelligence Imited by the growth of our eran-
mum? These matters may be in part governed by
hereditary influences, but chance doubtless plays a
considerable role, just as 1t does 1n the partieular
position of spots 1n ammals

Ammal Breeding

By way of contrast with the confused condition
which we have 1n man we may cite the relatively
simple situation 1n some animals Pure breeds ex-
1st 1n many anmimals which show characteristic dif-
ferences mn form or color In mstinctive reactions
also are to be distingmshed the race horse and the
work horse, the pointer and the setter, the coach dog
and the bloodhound Hereditary differences are
obvious here although training likewise enters 1n as
a factor in the development of the characteristic
trat  Varmations among individuals within the
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breed may be due to mimnor hereditary differences,
to chance conditions of development, or to training

In forms whose growth and development take
place purely as a passive embryologic process with-
out the influence of traimming or experience, we have
the greatest diversity not only 1n color and struc-
ture but 1n instincts as well Thus in the honey-bee
the drone or male and the queen or female are each
characterized by their special reproductive organs
and instincts, but are lacking both in the organs and
in the instinets of the worker The latter 1s an n-
sect endowed with special apparatus for cariying
home honey and pollen in gquantities truly remark-
able for the size of the creature Its tongue, honey
sac, and pollen baskets are developed 1in a measure
that has no comparison with those of 1ts parents In
addition 1t possesses a much higher degree of n-
telligence, as calculated by brain area and by the
range of 1ts activities Differences not only 1n color
but in temperament exist betwen different strains
of bees A stock that 1s naturally vicicus and in-
clined to sting at every opportunity can be cured of
the propensity by removing the queen and substi-
tuting one from another and more gentle colony
On the other hand if we have a colony which 1s not-
able for 1ts devotion to work, for its eapacity to ex-
tract honey from specially inaccessible flowers or
for the exceptional color of 1ts wax, we take great
pains to rear future queens from that colony, know-
ing that their offspring will assuredly possess the
same quahties In the bee the facts mndicate that
trainmng or experience 1s of no sigmificance in the
formation either of mental traits or of physical at-
tributes The worker emerges from 1ts cell, like
Athene from the head of Zeus, fully armed and
equipped for war or work and with a complete edu-
cation acquired not by conscious effort but by the
pamless processes of embryology A difference mn

Burth Control Revew

food determnes the difference between worker and
queen, a difference 1n hereditary endowment hes
at the basis of sex difference Heredity also de-
termines the great diversity between races

May 1t not be in man as in the bee that un-
conscious processes of development, acting not only
pre-natally, but later in hfe concomrtantly with con-
scious experience and training, determine more of
our mental and emotional traits than we realize?
Are we not rather naive 1n assurmng that our edu-
cation 1s responsible for our character when our
traits may have developed at least in part spontane-
ously?

The writer’s experiments with wasps have shown
that certain types of defectiveness depend upon
various combmations of hereditary endowment,
chance conditions during development, food, tem-
perature and age of mother Normal wasps may
be obtained even in strains that are highly defec-
tive, dysgenic, by controling food, regulating tem-
perature and selecting offspring from mothers of a
certain age But m normal stocks, eugenic, the
various environmental factors have little or no
chance to produce defectives under any condition
normally encountered

In man, as 1n cther forms, natural selection main-
tains a certain mimmum fitness sufficient for sur-
vival under given environmental conditions With
the mtroduction of euthemc measures we gam an
improvement in the type of individual produced, we
secure euthenic types, but there 1s to be expected
after a time a certain amount of racial deterioration
The program of eugenics endeavors to counteract
this tendency and to go even farther, to produce 1n-
dividuals who are not only fit to survive, but who
are superfit, doubly insured by heredity against
faults in environment or faults in traiming

Relation of IQ to Size of Family

By Turonore LENTZ, JR'

HAT the mtelligence quotient, as roughly
Tmeasured by any one of several tests of n-
telligence, has become an increasingly useful gurde
1n the business of individual traiming appears to be
pretty well accepted Within certain hmits, most
school people are willing to admit the vahdity of 1n
intelligence test score for predicting the amount of
traimng which an individual may find profitable
and for adjusting the curricula thereto

While the battle still rages as to the exact amount
and nature of the possibilities or mitations so pre-

1Extracts from a paper n The Journal of Educational Paychology
(Boston) October 1927

dicted, Irittle 1s said as to the trend of such possibil-
ities or limitations for the average child of succeed-
ing generations The constancy of the IQ for the
individual has been established by several accept-
able studies This, however, gives us no warrant
for assuming constancy of “IQ” for the race or
nation over a period of generations, no reason to
conclude that the average intelligence of the Amer-
1can people or of the human race will be the same
a hundred years hence That native human intelli-
gence 1s a fixed thing, wholly immune to the possi-
bilities alike of becoming better or worse as the
decades pass 1s the generally accepted supposition
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challenged m this paper, which reports a study at-
tempted for the purpose of throwmng some hght
upon the trend of the population m respect to na-
tive intellectual abiity Ascertainment of the trend
of mtelligence of society as a whole 1s not necessary
merely for the purpose of adjusting the curriculum
to any changes which may take place, but rather
for the purpose of controlling these possible changes
n the hope of achieving a higher quality in the raw
matenal which the germ plasm has to offer

During the past two years two-fold data have
been gathered by the writer on cases now amount-
mg to over 4,000, consisting simply of the mtelli-
gence quotient as ascertaned by a single intelh-
gence test, and, m each case, the number of broth-
ers and sisters as reported by the subject Ths
data has been tabulated to show the average IQ of
all “only” children as a group, all children of one
brother or sister, those of two, those of three, etc
Transversely, the same data was arranged to show
the average size of famly of children 1n the various
IQlevel groups Tables I and II present briefly the
results of this tabulation It will be noted from Table
I that the average IQ of the different family size
groups decrease steadily with one exception 1n pass-
ing from the small to the large farmly children The
415 children who reported no brothers or sisters
have an average 1Q of 107 9, whereas the 15 chl-
dren who reported 12 or more brothers and sisters
have an average IQ of 79 9

Table II presents the same data as Fable I but
s analyzed by IQ level groups For example,
there are 54 cases with IQ’s above 150 These
54 cases had a total of 65 brothers and sisters, mak-
ing an average of 22 children per farmly Here
agamn we note the same general tendency as mn
Table I Increase in the size of the family 1s to
be noted 1n passing from the groups of high IQ to
the groups of lower IQ
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From both these tables, we gain the impression
that there 1s a marked tendency for the brighter or
higher 1Q children to come from the smaller fam-
iles

It may not be out of order to enter 1nto a possible
mterpretation of Tables I and II Before doing
that however, 1t may be well to rase and discuss
briefly, 1n the ight of additional data, the universal
question, “Is 1t nature, or 1s 1t nurture?’ Do the
children from the smaller families receive more at-
tention—more stimulus to mental growth? And
may 1t be possible that the so called test of intelli-
gence 15 1n part measuring the effect of environment
so that these differences between large and small
famihies are not to be explaned on the basis of
heredity but by differences in environmental oppor-
tunity? Or on the other hand 1s 1t possible that 1Q
conversely from measuring environment 1s showing
only a fraction of the innate abiity unmodified by
environmental influence, the negative correlation
coefficient would be much greater even than the one
obtained in this study?

While realizing its nsufficiency in setthng this
general question, data covering a study of educa-
tional and achievement quotients along with mtell:-
gence quotients made 1 one eity group (about 700
cases) may be of interest 1n this connection

These cases were tested with the Illinois General
Examination consisting of tests for intelligence and
for reading and arithmetic from which intelligence
quotients, educational quotients and accomplish-
ment quotients were computed The Pearson co-
efficients of correlation are as follows

Number of brothers and smsters with 1Q — 264 — 022
Number of brothers and sisters with EQ — 183 — 024
Number of brothers and sisters with AQ — 025 — (024

While the negative correlation of EQ with num-
ber of brothers and sisters 1s slightly less than 1s the

TasrLe 1

Numsze of BrorHERS Numsrr or
AND SteTEas Averaoe 1Q Cases Trsten

0 107 9 415

1 1056 865

2 101 5 772

3 97 4 689

4 94 3 516

5 918 398

6 888 242

7 921 181

8 855 126

9 847 67

10 839 25

11 826 19

12 and up 799 15

Median 416 Total 4330

Tasre II

Averace Numper or

CuiLoreN 1Nn Famivizs Numsera or

1Q REPRESENTED Cases Testrp
150 and up 22 54
140 to 149 25 80
130 to 139 30 152
120 to 129 31 313
110 to 119 35 537
100 to 109 35 837
90 to 99 42 910
80 to 89 49 782
70 to 79 53 431
60 to 69 54 186
50 to 59 57 46
45 to 49 558 2
Median 979 Total 4330
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correlation of 1Q with number of brothers and sis-
ters, 1t 1s still negative and marked, while the AQ
shows no relation at all with size of family The
difference between the coefficients of— 264 and
— 183 may be explained on the basis of the chance
variation as indicated by the probable error Un-
less we assume that both the EQ and the IQ are en-
hanced by superior home condition, the absence of
any correlation between AQ and size of famly
would seem to argue agamst the environmental ex-
planation of the phenomena presented in Tables I
and IT

The Effect On Intelligence

On the assumption that Tables I and IT are to be
explained on the basis of heredity, that 1s, that
peopie who have the higher innate intelligence to
pass on to their offspring tend for various reasons
to hmit the size of thewr famihes, the following ques-
tion arises What will be the effect of such Limita-
tion, and of such selection, upon the average intelli-
gence of the general population? To what degree
will the average innate intelhgence of one genera-
tion show declhine below the generation preceding
In response to this question, Tables III and IV
have been prepared® They are developments, re-
spectively, of the data presented in Tables I and 11
Both tables proceed on the assumption that children
tend to have the same intelligence as their parents
and that the parents will, in any large group where
family sizes are equal, have the same average IQ
as therr offspring For example, the average 1Q
of the 415 fathers and 415 mothers of the “only”
children n this study, would be approximately 108
This point, taken with the relative number of cases
in these fanuly size groups furmshes the basis for the
computation from which column 8 and 5 are develop-
ed in Table III For every 415 families with “only”
children 1n the community, there should be 432 fam-
thes with two children each, and 257 with three
This follows from the fact that the number of chil-
dren 1n these groups 1s respectively 415, 865 and
772, and from the statistical probabihty that a two-
child farly 1s twice as hikely and a three-child fam-
ily three times as hkely, to find representation 1n
our group of 4,330 cases, as a one-child farly®
Therefore the number of children i each famly

2Por these tables see complete article in The Journal of Educa-
twonal Psychology October, 1927

8Conceive, 1f you will, of a community made up exclusively of 100
one-child families and 100 ten-child families, making 1,100 children
m all Then, out of 110 children chosen at random (without regard to
size of family) by the law of chance, there would be 10 children from
the one-child famihes and 100 from the ten-child famihes By divid-
ing the number of children from each group by the number of chl-
dren per family, the relative frequency with which the famihes of
the two sizes exist in the community would be found to be equal
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size group has been divided by the family size of
the group to obtain the relative number of famihes
m each group Thus, of all families (with children)
m the community, 27 per cent (415 out of 1,520)
would have one child, 28 per cent would have two,
17 per cent three, etc  These 1,520 representative
pairs of parents would have an average 1Q of 102 9
or 4 pomnts higher than that of the children In
other words, the indications are that if all parents
had had the same number of children, the raw
material with which the public schools now work
would be four ponts higher Redueing 1t to men-
tal age, we can say that the average eighth grader,
mstead of having a mental age of 14-0, let us say,
would have one of 14-7

The median 1Q of these 1,097 parents 1s 102 0,
which 1s 4 1 points higher than median IQ of the 4,-
330 children tested This differs slightly from the
variation of 4 4 found in Table III The latter,
however, 1s figured on the basis of the means, where-
as Table IV shows differences between medians

A study of 4,330 cases shows a marked inverse
relation between size of family and IQ as deter-
mmed by group tests of intelbgence ‘This negative
correlation differs with groups representing differ-
ent communities and tested with different tests

Dimmishing Assets

The mmverse correlation between IQ and size of
famly 1s sufficient to indicate a marked decline n
average IQ from one generation to the next The
amount of this decline cannot be adequately meas-
ured until more studies of a sumlar nature on repre-
sentative groups are made, and some account taken
of the childless persons A zero correlation between
the number of brothers and sisters and achievement
quotient suggests but does not prove that home en-
vironment 1s not responsible for the superior IQ of
children from the small farmblies

If, as these figures indicate (along with other n-
dications that may be noted), the sum total of our
mntellectual assets 1s dimimishing, whither shall we
look for the remedy? Certamn no increase in mere
number of children born can compensate for the
decrease 1n brightness A popular street advertise-
ment once read “It’s doing better than the average
that keeps the average up ” To whom shall we look
to better the average of our IQ? There are, broad-
ly speaking, two groups of people who can help
Those above the median, and those below 1t, the
former by mncreasing their fecundity, the latter by

dimmishing 1t
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The Probation in Literature

By Epcar Woop PANGBORN

EAL freedom brings to any part of human

Iife a disturbing mixture of exuberant happi-
ness and a sense of grave responsibility Laterature
1s surely the voice of hfe—the major mstrument of
creative public opimmion And 1t 1s the fore-runner
of Ife we preach today what we practise tomor-
row, voluntary soctal changes are forecast by a few
men and women ahead of therr time So when we
find 1n modern literature that combimnation of joy
m Iife and sense of social responsibility which 1s
freedom’s characteristie, does 1t not seem a fairly
certain indication that humamty itself 1s growing
mto a new freedom, much as the adolescent grows
mto the new freedom of maturity?

It 1s true that men have dreamed of freedom ever
since they first experiencd the exasperations and
compromuses incident to becoming social ammals
But 1s it not also true that so far we have only
dreamed *—that except for a few lonely individuals,
men have not yet experienced the reality of free-
dom at all?

Our era 1s one of staggermg changes from deeply
grounded folkways Science and the industrial
revolution came over the world without warmng,
and at first they were accepted helplessly Then
men attempted to analyze them, mndex them, phl-
osophize over them But their results did not be-
come an indispensable part of the human equation
until within very recent years Now, humanity 1s
waking to find the old world gone, and a new world
—-dazzhing, terrifymmg, but full of lumtless beautiful
possibilities—grown up 1n 1ts place

And with this new world there 1s a new spirit 1n
humankind It 1s a growing, not a static spmt a
spirtt thdt 1s eager to accept the newness of modern
Life, and to build up that hfe in accordance with the
highest and bravest human desires, an impudent
spirit, too brave for shame or modesty or vacilla-
tion It diuffers as much from the spirit of past cen-
turies as modern surgery differs from Galen’s lurid
guesses

And present-day literature 1s preparing 1tself to
be the irresistible instrument of that new spirit

THE NEW spirit 1s making itself most strongly
felt in the field of sex That is natural The
darkest blindness and tragedies and nustakes of the
the old world have been I matters sexual, ever
smee the grim victory of Pauline Chmstiamty,
hence one would expect to find the greatest force of
the clanfymng new spirit directed toward sex It
follows, 1f hiterature 1s the voice of hife, that modern

hterature will direct an overwhelming amount of
its effort toward sexual freedom of speech Cer-
tamly no one can doubt that modern hterature 1s
domng just that

The old world 1s dead, but 1ts corpse 1s still with
us, and hierature has no easy task Antiquated,
reactionary wrnitmg exists alongside of the young
and hopeful things Fashionable novels, drenched
with a delicate msistence on an outgrown moral
code, coexist with the work of Margaret Kennedy
and Esther Forbes Hybrid-liberal tieatises on sex,
with hysterical appeals to formal Christianity, with
red-blooded praise of jealousy and a general
Y M CA attitude toward life, coexist with the
courageous work of such writers as Schmalhausen
and ¥ H A Marshall But freedom will
win

Hardly a better example of the new hiterary free-
%)m could be found than Vina Delmar’s “Bad

lrl”

(How natural 1t 1s that so much of the best eman-
cipated work should come from women writers!
Women were the chief sufferers under the old folk-
ways they are eager now to be the leaders and
dreamers and 1conoclasts Mrs Sanger, Margaret
Kennedy, Vina Delmar, Fanme Hurst—to men-
tion only a few And m a class by herself there
1s the advocate par excelience of the new freedom,
Mrs Bertrand Russell )

Miss Delmar’s novel 1s an intense human drama,
concerved with epic vision and carried through with
untirmg sympathy for and understanding of hu-
man fraits and desires Y ou may not feel yourself
kindred to “commmonplace” young mariied people
Iiving 1n a three-room-and-bath n Harlem you will
if you read “Bad Girl” You may feel that your
peculiar personality sets you qurte aside from the
common surges of human hopes and fears and long-
mgs you will serap that easiest-way philosophy 1f
you read “Bad Girl” It s not a comforting book
—unless you love humanity, not a cheerful book—
unless you love life

TRUE freedom brings a muxture of exuberant
happiness and deep responsibiity How far
does Vima Delmar’s novel display these thungs?
Well, the author certamnly loves her Dot and Ed-
die and the large group of human creatures they
represent Is any sort of love possible if there 1s
no “exuberant happiness” to balance its pamn?
Hardly All through the book there 1s a sense of
the dearpess of human qualities—even the dearness
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of much human silhiness The humor n the book 1s
warm and genuine—perhaps there ought to be a bt
more of 1t

The “deep responsibility”, in literature, 1s hon-
esty — nothing more Honesty 1n regard to the
facts of existence as we know them And so far as
hterature 1s concerned, honesty and free speech are
practically synonymous Very well—

In the matter of uncastrated language and ex-
pression of honest convictions, “Bad Girl” 1s a mas-
terpiece Vina Delmar evidently realizes that 1t 1s
now passible, with one restriction, to say just about
anything that needs to be said, and “get away with
1it”  (The one restriction, of course, 1s the obscene
legal Comstockery which prohibits any statement
of contraceptive measures) Realzing this, she
has cleared away all hesitations—if she ever had
anyl—and the result 1s great hterature which will
have the warmth of hife when certain sexless novel-
1sts are as dead as Thomas Aqumnas

This new freedom of hterature 1s mamfest not
only n the field of sex, however Happiness, joy
in Iife and strength, the feeling of fine visions to be
seen and fine deeds to be done—these things, I be-
heve, reach out into all branches of writing, short
of prayer-books and other mail-order catalogues
We have writers who know that 1n order to love
therr work they must first love humamty, and who
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know that with a real love for humamty, defeat and
compromise are no longer possible 'We have huing
Ihterature—from H G Wells to Judge Lindsey
and Schmalhausen, living hterature — from the
lovely freshness and wvigor of Nathaha Crane’s
poetry, all the way down to the ultimate detective
story It may at times be misconceived, hasty, im-
patient, even mustaken—but 1t 1s alwe

(Perhaps 1t 1s far-fetched to put “mystery” fie-
tion 1n this category But I do believe that the
modern writer of detective stories murders each
miullionaire uncle as though he loved him, and noses
the subsequent clues with a wholly good-natured
leer )

But modern literary freedom 1s a thing of pro-
bation and growth, for literature 1s a tool, never an
end n itself Writing was mvented to mfluence
human minds, that purpose has not changed with
the ages Laterature 1s the voice of hfe—but a mas-
tering, urgent voice, not an echo

The Open Conspiracy — remember that H G
Wells 1s not so lonely a prophet of the Open Con-
spiracy as he used to be—must use literature as its
chief instrument If literature were unequal to this
task, the Open Conspiracy would fail and with 1t
would fail all hope of clanty and good hving

But literature today 1s growmg—consciously and
constantly growing—to meet the needs of that Open
Conspiracy for a finer way of life

sShal
A Year of the Denver Clinic

By RurH VINCENT

OR the Denver Maternal Hygiene Commut-
tee, the year 1928 1s ending a successful period
of chnical endeavor, and general advancement for
the work of Birth Control throughout the West
Having reached almost the three hundred mark 1n
number of patients without controversy or inter-
ference, the committee has allayed the fears of the
most cautious and skeptical objectors Undoubt-
edly one of the most important contributions of the
commuttee’s work for 1928 has been the firm root-
mg n the consciousness of the community of its re-
sponsibility mn conducting a chmc for maternal
health and welfare And through every new con-
tact with social agency and mmdividual the subject
of Birth Control has gamed credence and respect-
ability
A statistical study of several hundred women
who have been under observation for a full year 1s
planned While the time 1s yet too short for ac-
curate and rehiable tabulation of results, we are en-

couraged so far by an almost one hundred percent
successful return in all but the lowest mental
groups The carelessness and neglect among a few
cases m this lowest group have demonstrated the
necessity for either further ssmplification of method
or sterihzation m such cases This observation
created the opportunmity for voluntary sterihzation
of referred cases m connection with the contraceptive
work, thus completing the circle of ways and means
of effective lhmitation, where 1t 15 most needed
Hospitahzation and medical service for voluntary
steriization, like contraceptive advice, 1s free to the
patient who cannot pay Thus the state functions
mtelhgently and wisely 1n 1ts own behalf While
numerically speaking this 1s not yet an important
development, 1t does indeed indicate a most whole-
some solution of one of the real disturbing problems
of the chmical worker Voluntary sterihzation
serves excellently two types of cases First, those
harassed, worried mothers in whom the tragic fail-
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ure of numerous methods has produced an uncon-
trollable lack of confidence in any contraceptive and
for whom sterilization 1s none too final And sec-
ond, those women who “can’t be bothered with any
kind of a contraption and would like to get fixed
up safe, once for all ”

But any failure of the careless mother (usually
the older woman whose carelessness has its incep-
tion 1n her distrust of the efficacy of any method)
1s encouragngly counterbalanced by the eager, n-
telligent response of the younger mother Her
mitiative m seeking advice, her careful check of n-
structions, her orderly replenishment of matenal,
and finally her gratitude for the success that 1s hers,
all warm the hearts of the chinic promoters and fire
their enthusiasm for more extensive work among
these trapped child mothers Perhaps here 1s the
real hope for the reahization of the dreams of the bi-
ologist and psychologist for the release of the -
dividual and society, via the family limitation route

Already this first year’s work has forced social
agencies and welfare groups in Denver to admt the
futility of some of therr work unless combined with
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a constructive Birth Control program The nex-
cusable neglect of the great problems of matermty
has been recogmzed—an unthought of considera-
tion less than five years ago And so the future
holds a highly attractive opportumty for research
as well as dissemmation A chime n a state hospital
may well serve as a nucleus for the difficult study
of sexual and marital problems 1In fact such a
chinic mught offer the only opportumty for years to
come for coordinated effort through study and re-
search to unravel the compheations of one of the
most negiected yet important human relationships

No record of the advance of the Denver and Co-
lorado work would be complete without prominent
mention of the contribution of the president of the
committee, Mrs Imogene Daly Fisher Quuetly
but steadfastly, by virtue of her own ability and
radiant personality, she has forced upon certamn
otherwise uminformed groups the realization of the
immediate necessity for creating and developing the
work of the chmc as such And to her belongs
much of the credit for the present substantial qual-
1ty of the work

SHIPWRECKED

Surmovors of the Vestris tell of mothers bundlng thewr children up wn oll the warm wrappings they could find and hold-
sng them still clasped wn thewr arms as the lfe boats went down, as though they could protect them from the ocean Thas
desperate protectng mother love 13 porgnantly described wm Rabindranath Tagore’s description of another shspwreck

Lo, the mother leaps to destruction, why to her breast
does she clasp her child?
She runs to the face of death,—even there she will not

surrender 1t

Whence gamed she such strength?
In the cruel stream of dead Nature i the heart of man
Whence came such love?

Such mother-love that never knows despair, that will not

acknowledge terror

Eternally renewed, with drafts of the nectar of hfe
He who but for a moment has known 1t in any corner

of the umverse

Could he be motherless?

Into the heart of the storm, in the mother’s weak being,
Love has come that conquers death,
What love has wakened thns love?
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Wanted

Welfare of Mother and Child

Barth Control Review

Children

Dependent on Proper Spacing

cesston nesther chid nor mother has a faswr chance
judgment and reason wn the planmng of the famly

Ambitsous plans formed by the happy mother and father of the first baby often come tumbling
down when a second arrvoal comes too quickly after the first

And when chsldren follow wn rapd suc-
Here are letters which show the advantage of using

Two Object Lessons

New York

A friend writes of the benefits of Birth Control as she
has observed them 1n two famlies known to her

Mrs F was very ambitious for the children she planned
to have Her husband earned only $30 00 a week with no
hepe of more, so she decided to cut her coat according to
her cloth—to earn herself and to it her family to two
She was able to get effective Birth Control advice after
her second child was born  She had been a dressmaker
and after the birth of her second child she accepted as
much work as she could do, without help m her own home
Boy and 'mrl are both having a high school education
The boy 18 & chotr boy and with church influence he at-
tends an excellent private school in New York The girl
will follow hugh school with busmess college They are
both very bright intelhigent children, home influence 15 ex-
cellent, and the family happy 'The parents keep them
healthy, both work hard and the mother, an Episcopahan,
feels herself justified by results 1n thus regulating her hfe
and her famly

Mrs T also used conscious control of her family, for
economic reasons and to give her children a better chance
The husband began as a waiter (lugh class) and later
became owner of “Coffee Pat” They have two children, &
boy and a girl about two years apart The mother 1s a
healthy intelligent woman from a well-to-do family, who
took motherhood very seriously She took tramng in
beauty culture shortly after the children came, to pre-
pare herself to earn a hivehhood for them and herself 1n
case of wmidowhood While the father’s earmings were
small she worked, but gave 1t up when her daughter at
fourteen needed the influence of hume hfe after school
hours Both the children had & high school education
The girl at eighteen has a clerical position and attends
mght school To mmprove her secretaral education, she
started in a business school after leaving igh The boy
hopes to be a civil engineer He has a job surveying and
attends Cooper Umon at mght 'Theirs 1s & very happy
famly hfe They live 1n a two famly house and mother

feels entirely justified m the course she dehberately en-
tered upon

In hoth these cases the mother was acting entirely for
the good and benefit of her children and not to make hfe
easier for herself In both cases the mother worked at
gamful labor besides doing all the housework for a famly
of four T

Health Saved From Wreckage

Connecticut

I am only too glad to wnte to you of the benefit Birth
Control has been to us

Twelve years ago our first child was born 1n a hospital
m this eity This baby had been planned for and we en-
thusiastically awaited 1ts comng What we did not antici-
pate was a very difficult birth, high forceps being neces-
sary for dehivery I endured hours of torture before it
became apparent that I would not give birth to the baby
without assistance After hours in the operating room
when 1t seemed unlikely for a time that erther the child or I
could stand the siege, we both came through it suc-
cessfully but I was 1n such condition despite expert surg-
ical attention at the time, that I had to have very neces-
sary repair work done six months later This was done
by a skillful surgeon n a New York hospital

My baby was ten weeks old before I was able to walk a
square from home We waited until I had regained some
strength before making the journey to the New York
hosprtal

Doctors told me that if we were determmed to have
another child 1t would be advisable to have 1t by Caesanan
section 1 felt I would be able to have a baby 1n the nor-
mat way Just a year and a day after my operation m
New York our little daughter was born  The birth was
not so difficult as i the first case but both babies were
large, each weighing over nine pounds This time I had
a baby 1n the normal way but two hours on the operating
table afterwards had to be devoted to “repair work”

After a slow recovery, my ardor for a famly of five
had dimmed considerably My husband dreaded having
me go through another such ordeal
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My constitution 1s such a splendid one that in every
case I made what the doctors called a speedy recovery,
only operations cannot be brought to a successful chmax
without careful attention and a good deal of rest after-
ward

We were hiving 1n & city extensively engaged 1n manu-
facturing mumtions and domestic help was practically 1m-
possible to obtamn. My first chuld was born just a few
months previous to the Amencan participation n the
World War 1 was obhged to worry along with two
babies and greatly impaired vitahty during the winter of
the “flu” epidemic  Only occasionally could we obtam
help I used to wonder what the situation would be, if
I should become pregnant again, despite rather uncertain
Birth Control methods

That wimnter brought an opportumty to my husband
and me to hear Margaret Sanger speak and to meet her
afterward Needless to say, we were with her heart and
soul 1 her effort to make sezentific Birth Control methods
available to all women

Lsater when a miscarrage revealed a necessity for pro-
longed treatment and another operation, my surgeon, al-
though not favorable to the cause of the American Birth
Control League, told us 1t was highly desirable that 1
should not become pregnant if his surgical work was to
be given ample time to heal, but he did not offer sugges-
tions as to successful Birth Control methods Fortunately
Margaret Sanger’s Clinical Research Bureau 1z New York
was able to give me the necessary advice and today I
again enjoy the best of health B

Information Not Available

Ihinois

My married hife has not furmshed a perfect example of
family hmtation But conditions might have been much
worse! My husband had a shght knowledge of Birth
Control measures so that our first did not come before
we were 1n a position to give one child adequate support,
though matters were made much harder for us by my hus-
band’s losing s job, through no fault of his, shortly
after the birth

Within three months I shall give my eleven months old
daughter a httle brother or sister Many physicians
claim that conception during the period of nursing 15 quite
unlikely, but 1t happened mm my case I did not know I
was pregnant until in the fourth month, and several physi-
cians whom I consulted dismssed the 1dea  If contracep-
tive chnics or hterature had been accessible, I should have
realized the danger and should have prevented the com-
mg of a second child within so brief a period

As a professional woman, I am terrmbly handicapped
by the close proximity of my nursing pertods as well as
confinements I have had to forego a series of pubhc ap-
pearances at a heavy loss to beth my career and the
greatly taxed family purse I want a second child as I
feel that no woman 1s wholly complete wmithout bearing and
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rearing children—but I consider that to rear children
properly 15 of infimtely more importance to them and to
the future than sumply to bear them And the proxim-
ity of my two babies will make 1t quite impossible for us
to give erther of them the advantages we had planned
Where I am Living now I have access to a Birth Control
chnic where the best scientific methods are used and I feel
much more secure about the future than I ever did before
My experience has taught me that Birth Control 1s the
most pressing and fundamental fight that the modern
woman faces today on behzlf of emancipation and human
happiness C

The Benefit of Spacing

California
I am a mother of mne children, none were closer than

20 months, and once there were three years and once four
years in between The method of Birth Control we used
was not absolutely dependable and when I found what a
rest that four years gave me and what a chance to bmld
up my health and my home, I felt the need of 1t through-
out all the more I would not consider an abortior, so I
puzzled all those years whether there wasn’t some meas-
ure of prevention, not to do away with childbearing—no,
for as soon as I had had the rest I found myself earnestly
wishing for another—but to get that rest in between the
children I wanted it not merely for myself, but in order
to grve the children a better chance, spintually, mentally
and physically, because I noticed a marked superorty
n the two we had after the longer rest I have a very
considerate husband, as I reahzed good and plenty when
I noticed other families having an increase 1n their fanuly
every year, and such Birth Control as we had has shown
me what a boon & more perfect method would have been
I am now 43 years of age and my baby 1s nearly 5 years
old G

A California Comrade

Calhforma
You may be mterested to know that I recently visited
and asked advice of a local Birth Control chmc They were
lovely to me and were glad to help me They also said
they would be glad to have me write you regarding my
visit They charged me a small fee but I understand the
service 1s free if the patient cannot afford to pay
K

Appreciation of the Letters

Pennsylvama

I think that the new series of letters in the Revigw are
extremely valuable and wish that I mught contnbute one,
but unfortunately we have never been in need of Birth
Control information We have wished for children ever
since our marriage and our enthusiasm 1s therefore due to
the need for 1t that we see all about us rather than to
any personal reasons

w
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Birth Control 1n 1929

INTELLIGENT public opinion 1s now so generally in favor of Birth Control that the American Burth Con-
trol League expects to make substantial progress during the coming year in both legislation and organization

OUR new York State bill, permitting physicians to give contraceptive advice to married persons has been
endorsed by forty-five civic and social orgamzations including the State League of Women Voters and
the City Federation of Women s Clubs, which has two hundred thousand members This bill will also have
the active support of twenty-one Birth Control commattees, organized during the past year in different parts
of the state, and including 1n their membership many prominent doctors clergymen and social workers
whose championship of the bill should certainly have influence with the legislators If the latter realize how
widespread the support of the measure 1s among their constituency, they will vote for 1t, and victory for
Birth Control legislation 1n any one state, especially such an important one as New York would give impetus
to Biurth Control legislation all over the country

STATE legislative campaigns will also be conducted by the Pennsylvamia Birth Control Federation,
founded by the League, and by the Connecticut branch of the League

CONNECTICUT 18 g1ving all its energies to secure the passage of a bill repealing the present law Con-
necticut stands alone 1n penalizing severely, by fine and imprisonment, the personal use of contracep-
tives When this law 1s repealed, there will be no legal obstacle to the giving of Birth Control information
Fourteen town and city committees have been formed and these and individual friends 1n unorganized towns
are pressing the bill on the attention of the State Senators and Representatives Mrs Katharine Houghton
Hepburn 1s at the head of the legislative committee of the Connecticut Branch of the League

HE New Jersey Commuttee 1s planning to concentrate during 1929 on the development of the Newark
clinic, which 1s already open for three sessions a week, and 1s recerving patients from a constantly grow-
ing list of social agencies

HE Federal Law needs amendment Besides working for the amendment of the state laws the Amen-

can Birth Control League will cooperate with other Birth Control organizations in a campaign for the

amendment of the Federal Law We are glad to announce that Mrs Sanger has accepted the temporary
chairmanship of a joint commuittee for this federal work

ANOTHER important part of our work during 1929 will be conducted by Dr James F Cooper Medical
Diarector, who, during the autumn has been 1n charge of the Clinical Research Bureau, but will start into
the field again early in January to address medical bodies 1n varicus parts of the country on the subject of the
techmique of contraception He will concentrate in 1929 on the states where the law permits physicians to
give contraceptive information  After he has described the work of the Clinical Research Bureau to the doc-
tors of a state we plan to send there an organizer who will form a local commaittee of laymen as well as doc-
tors for the establishment of a Birth Control clinic 1n that state  When Birth Control clinics are operating
in the states where they are legal, 1t will be easy to demonstrate their value to the people of adjacent states
whose laws prohibit the giving of contraceptive information, and to arouse their interest 1n getting these laws
amended, so that they, too may have Birth Control clinics.

IF only we could afford to have several organizers in the field 1t would not be long before there would be
a Birth Control committee at work 1n every state in the Union and then the adverse laws could quickly
be amended, clinics opened 1n every center of population, and Birth Control information brought within
reach of all who need 1t! This would mean such a great gain 1n health and general welfare for the nation that
1t 1s hard not to be impatient at our inability to double our staff and go “full speed ahead ™ However, we
are not discouraged our staff though small 1s experienced devoted and efficient we have a larger number
of volunteer workers than ever before, and the ranks of our opponents are gradually thinning

1929 SHOULD BE A YEAR OF UNPRECEDENTED PROGRESS
HELP US TO MAKE IT SO!

ELEANOR DWIGHT JONES, President
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Book Reviews

Darwin

IF THE present generation does not learn something of
the man who shifted the course of human thought from
& basis of tradition to ome of reason, by demonstrating
how the orgamec world came mto bemg, it will not be be-
cause of lack of opportumty Four hves of Darwin have
appeared within the last two years,—one by Leonard
Huxley, the son of Thomas Huxley, the other three by
the American writers, Bradford, Dorsey, and Henshaw
Ward One might perhaps have thought that fresh bio-
graphies of Darwin were unnecessary after the four-
volume “Life and Letters” which appeared some years
ago, edited by Francis Darwin, one of the great biologist’s
scholarly sons The reader, faruliar with the Darwiman
correspondence and with the Collected Works, could form
his own picture of the man, with lights and shadows ap-
propriately toned to the receptiveness of his own mnd
But, after all, the great majority of people are not even
amateur photographers They are content to press the
button, and to let the skilled professional do the rest
Perhaps 1t 15 just as well, therefore, to have ready-made
portraits Even those who get the greatest joy out of
their own artistic efforts, find considerable satisfaction
1n the factory-built article, and the host of others who,
through lack of time or inchnation, make no delineations
of their own, can obtam the production of a sericus student

THERE 15 very httle overlapping in these four books
Huxley has written & charming httle volume in the
classical biographical style Those who must have the
quips, the 1irony, and the mvective of the Inferiomty-Com-
plex School will find 1t dull Those who are famihar with
Darwin’s writings at first hand, and who sumply want to
see mside the workshop, will find 1t dehghtful 1t 1s, on the
surface, a simple, direct account of the inception and pro-
gress of Daywin’s sczentific work, but mn some miraculous
way, the man stands out mn bold rehef What one remem-
bers 1s not the voyage of the Beagle, or the demonstration
of the origin of species by natural selection, or the geolog-
1cal work, or the generalizations concerming domestic ani-
mals and plants, or any one of the other thousand and one
tasks accomplhished It 1s the tender father, the generous
friend, the kindly gentleman One comes to appreciate
almost casually the efficiency of Darwin’s method of work,
his precision, his mental alertness, his erudition, the objec-
tiveness of his decisions One almost takes these things for

Darwin, by Gamaliel Bradford Boston, Houghton, Miffin, 1926
315

pp’l‘he Evolution of Charles Darwin, by George A Dorsey Garden
City, Doubelday Page, 1927 pp 300

The Life of Darwin, by Leonard Huxley, New York, Greenberg,
1927 pp 145

Charles Darwin the Man and his Warfare, by Henshaw Ward
Indianapchis, Bobbs-Mernill pp 472

granted It 1s the humbleness of spint, the magnammty
with uncomprehending critics, the whole-hearted benevol-
ence of the man that make us pause

Our distinguished psychographer, Gamaliel Bradford,
has achieved quite another sort of tome He 15 not con-
cerned primarily with the content of the man’s work, or
why or how he did it  He 15 interested rather in the causes
which produced the man, and 1n the effects which the man
produced on the world at large He gives us considera-
tions and s conclusions with the feheity of phrase that
characterizes all of Bradford’s work The chapter head-
ngs give a fair 1dea of the book though only a single word
15 used for each Darwin 18 depicted as the observer, the
thinker, the discoverer, the loser, the lover, and the de-
stroyer In addition, there 1s a short essay on the “scien-
tific spint” wntten with a Lterary skill which reminds
one of Havelock Ellis and with an msight hardiy to have
been expected of one who 158 not a member of the guild

BRADFORD’S work should have a great appeal to the
hterary man There 15 a pleasant humor in the care-
fully rubbed and polished sentences The simles are apt
and the allusions show an enormous capacity for cata-
loguing the results of reading The result 1s a refreshing
book, a book which will give to many readers a new 1dea of
genius  They will see 1t not as something abnormal or
bizarre, but as a mind critically observant and objectively
rational, which functions precisely and harmomously
One ltkes the Bradford Darwin The author has dis-
crimination He can put two and two together as well as
old Archimedes himself Yet one could wish that the auth-
or had had more of a background of scientific experience
in his ife Had this been the case, the book would have
been more of an analysis of Darwin’s soul and less of a
descriptien of the effect of Darwinism upon Bradford’s
soul The chapter on Darwin the Loser would have dif-
ferent The author would not have made the mistake of
thinkmg that Darwin lost his artistic sense, the apprecia-
tion of beauty in hiterature and music which he showed 1n
such high development when he was young He would
have seen that there was artistic growth, that Darwin
passed beyond the stage where most men stop He was
concerned with the highest beauty, the discovery of really
great truth His sentences may seem uncouth, as to some
Rodin’s unfimshed marbles seem uncouth Their beauty 1s
the concept, not its framework Moreover, the wiping
out of old legends would have appeared less calamitous,
the new faith would have stood out more glormously Poss-
1bly these are not the points to be stressed He was “the
emancipator” not “the destroyed” The pitiful selfish-
ness of the narrow rehgiomst, who was content to see
mankind suffer the torments of hell on earth if only he
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could save his mean hittle soul, became rmdiculous Never-
theless, Darwin led the way to a new ethics, a decent ethics,
scientificially concerved There should have been another
chapter, Darwin the Builder

DORSEY has put together a third type of book Itis
not very penetrating or profound, but it has a
wealth of anecdote, and runs along with a swing that 1s
often very pleasing Dr Dorsey 15 to be congratulated
on having changed his style materially from that which
he used mm “Why We Behave ke Human Beings” He
has proved that he really knows how an English sentence
1s constructed The earher book was apparently made
after a novel recipe  One suspects that Dorsey purchased
six recent textbooks on different phases of biology, ab-
stracted them with special care to avoid the important
things and to emphasize the banalities, and then blue-
pencilled half of the words in the manner 1n which one
plays the game of putting the tail on the donkey The
resulting groups of words, in part without subjects, 1n
part without verbs, made a great mt The author became
the Harold Bell Wright of science The present volume
will not fatten the bank account to the same degree, for
many former chents will return te the tabloids from
whence they came, but 1t undoubtedly will raise the author
somewhat 1n the estimation of the scientists of the country
In many respect the book 1s good One gets no scholar-
ly conclusions, but the material 15 well selected, there 1s
an occasional flash of humor, and the pictures drawn are
vivid It has all of the elements of good journalism but
one As in the first book, the author fails to keep to his
reporting He 1nserts 1deas, opimons and conclusions of
his own upon techmcal phases of biology m which he has
no special knowledge, and makes these statements with a
dogmatism worthy of theology

FOR THE general reader perhaps the best Life 1s that
of Henshaw Ward It 1s a Lttle too long and
too besprinkled with quotations, but 1t 1s a sound
and thorough job The author 1s a hively and entertain-
mg writer He loves and admires the man about whom he
1s writing  And he makes his hero stand out as the great
character he was

The value of the book 1s enhanced by Little sketches of
Darwin’s supporters, Huxley, Hooker, Lyell, and Gray,
and of his adversaries, Owen and the Bishop of Oxford
The battle which waged around “The Origin™ 1s described
with dramatic skill Darwin as observer, as umfier, as
classifier 1s brought out by episode after episode The
reader 1s not left in doubt as to the difference between the
contribution made by the Squire of Down and by the
philosophical chair-warmers who came before him

Mr Ward deserves much credit for the uncompromis-
ing way 1n which he mamtamns the lasting value of the
theory of Natural Selection No one with an open mind
can read this book and believe any of the glaring headhnes
which purpert to show that Darwimsm has been sup-

Birth Control Revew

planted Naturally, the author 1s not famihar with all of
the medern evolutionary biology which 1s appearing at
the rate of some thousand or more papers per year, and
hence 1s not 1 a position to judge the techmical status
of evolution problems, but for all that, I cannot see that
he ever lcads the reader seriously astray

E M Easr

THE ESCAPE FROM THE PRIMITIVE, by Horace
Carncross, M D Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York
Price $2 50

WITH the current interest in psychology, the terms
“herd”, “QOedipus Complex”, “unconscious” have
come into frequent use by persons other than scientists
and professional psychologists The ordinary layman has
begun to take & rather Iively interest in his origin as a
human being and in the mechamsms that undéerhe or mo-
tivate his physical and mental actinities Dr Carncross
m his book, “The Escape From the Primitive” continues
the explanation and discussion It 1s not a source book of
anthropology or biology but he follows the scientific ap-
proach and has completed a book that could be enjoyed
by persons who have turned their attention to the social
sclences

In the past, psychology dealt only with the “Con-
scious”, the experiences of the present and had hittle time
for an mvestigation of the “Unconscious” or “Primitive”
as Dr Carncross terms 1t But 1n the hight of the newer
psychology the unconscious has taken a much more 1m-
portant place in the hfe of man, for within the bounds of
the primtive are found experiences covering a period of
thousands and thousands of years Fortunately these ex-
periences for the most part never come to the surface as
ugly reminders of an uncouth past The gentleman at a
dmner party 1s not jarred by the thought of how his
ancestors procured food or ate it, he fits into the new
social order The sophisticated hife of to-day developed
and grew naturally out of the rough spots of the past
But the prinmtive instinets remamn with us, disguised and
modified so that the escape from the primitive 1s not a
complete one We procure food, seek a mate, protect
the offspring and fear many of the things that primtive
man feared By & utihzation of his environment man ac-
quired power over his surroundings Where this accumu-
lation of power will lead to 13 not a closed question

Dr Carncress pomnts out how man has been forced to
make new adjustments to an ever-changing environment
Some people are not able to make this adjustment to real-
ity They feel vaguely that, in an undefined way, they
have been kept out of something that 1s by right theirs
As Dr Carncross puts it, “they cry for the moon » These
are the unhappy souls who find comfort 1n perpetual day-
dreams and flights from reahty

Some of us still feel that 1t 15 not the concern of man
to probe 1nto his unconscious, and that we would be hap-
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pier without knowing the intricacies of 1ts mechamsm But
it 18 only by recogmzmg the existence of these primtive
urges and knowing what they are that man can hope to
master them and mould them to his needs

GerTrUDE DoNIGER

GALLIO OR THE TYRANNY OF SCIENCE By J
W N Sullivan, The World Tomorrow Series E P
Dutton, New York

LYCURGUS OR THE FUTURE OF LAW By
E S8 P Haynes The World Tomorrow Series
E P Dutton, New York

IKE most of the httle volumes which compose the To-

day and Tomorrow Series, both of these books are
suggestive and nteresting  In “Gallio”, Mr Sullivan 1s
intent on showing that the tyranny of science 1s a thing of
the past and that the scrence of the future 15 somethmg
vastly different and more full of beauty and moral value
In “Lycurgus”, Mr Haynes does not show so hopeful
a spirit  After discussing some of the complexities, the
uncertainties and the difficulties increasingly abundant 1n
the legal system of England—and equally obvious in the
systems of the United States—he ends on a note of dis-
couragement and asks “Ques custodiet custodes?”

OUR ENEMY THE CHILD, by Agnes de Lima New
Republic Publishing Company, New York $1 00

CRES OF DIAMONDS—that 1s Agnes de Lima’s

book, “Our Enemy the Child”, gems of education for
parents, for those who would understand “the newer edu-
cation”, for those who would see The Century of the
Child at work educationally

Asserting with Bertrand Russell that public schools
have long demonstrated the possibihty of giving instruc-
tion without education, that, mm fact, any schoolmaster
who was caught educating was quickly “given the sack,”
she demonstrates thus fact with & vivid portrayal of the
old fashioned traditional public school from which she
reports the cramped activities of those young lives doomed
by law to accept the accustomed regime

Skillfully contrasting this trapped existence of both
teacher and child, driven relentlessly by a time-table
through a preseribed curriculum, with the experimental
work of private schools, she unleashes the reader’s mag-
nation m setting forth the efforts and returns of those
courageous souls who have dared to tamper with “that
most sacred of all school traditions—the course of study ”
She creates the longing that every child be given an op-
portumty for freedom, for an educational world where
his “feeling or emotional hfe may be infimtely educated”,
thereby emphasizing one of the major values of her book
—the protection of the chld from the supervision of
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“pedagogues of the old school and their repressive, dreary
formalism ”

Through the nursery schools, where she emphasizes the
now accepted importance of the early childhood years—
on through mental testing, where a high note of warmng
1s given to these who would make of these intelligence tests
“merely another accessory to the educational machine”—
through a discussion of the Dalton, Winnetka, and Wirt
plans, into a fascinating description of the development of
creative power of children, as witnessed 1n demonstration
schools—her theme of mwustering to the indvordual wmstead
of standards 1s developed, and the reader 1s enriched by
the wealth of 1deas and the skill of her presentation

Reward beyond anticipation awaits the reading of “Our
Enemy the Child ” He who forfeits this mspiring experi-
ence misses much-—be he educator, parent or plain layman

Rura VinceExT

THE PUBLIC MIND By Norman Angell, E P Dut-
ton and Co New York

THOSE who have not forgotten Norman Angell’s “The
Great Illusion” written before the great war, and
bearmng a message which the world neglected to its great
loss and suffering, will welcome “The Public Mind” 1In
this new volume Norman Angell utters another warmng
He points cut where the danger of future wars really hes
Unless peace can take its root in the minds of men no
pacts or treaties, no Leagues of Nations, and no World
Courts will avail It 1s now, while the war mind 15 1n abey-
ance, that we must learn to avoid panic when the crisis
comes agam upon the world Can we learn the lesson?

HUMAN CONDUCT AND THE LAW By Mary C
Love George Banta Pubhshing Co
Wisconsin

Menasha,

HIS study, which 1s pubhished under the auspices of

Chi Omega, represents an effort to probe the mam-
springs of human action by an investigation mto the de-
velopment of law  The thesis 1s illustrated by a selection
of cases old and new, which show human action under the
motives of fear, acquisitiveness and other primal emotions
The book may be of use as material to later writers As
it stands, it 1s somewhat undigested if not indigestible

SEXUAL APATHY AND COLDNESS IN WOMEN
By Walter M Gallichan, T" Warner Laurie Ltd
London

VERY valuable volume 1n which are lard bare some
of the vast scries of evil results that spring from lack
of education and miseducation 1n regard to sex Dr
Gallichan nightly considers sexual apathy in women s
symptom and seeks 1ts causes A careful study of this
book might prove effective 1n removing the cause of much
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of this frigidity, which 1s so severely scored by those who
gee 1n 1t merely a decadence of women’s reproductive
powers

FAMILY LIFE TODAY Papers Presented at a Con-
ference 1n Celebration of the Fiftieth Anmversary
of Family Social Work in America Held at Buf-
falo, Oct 2-5, 1927 Edited by Margaret E Rach
Houghton Miffin Co  New York

PERHAPS the most interesting of these excellent
papers 1s that by Mary E Richmond In it she com-
pares the present movement for the study of marmage
and the family with the health movement which has revolu-
tiomzed our lives, ehminated the worst enemies to health,
lowered the death rates and given us an outlook towards
health and physical welfare, instead of a meek acceptance
of disease and frailty If the study of marriage can suc-
ceed 1n onenting our thoughts about marrage wmth any-
thing hke equal effectiveness, our fight for sex education
and for the knowledge and practice of Birth Control wll
be won, for 1t 15 generally ajgreed that the haphazard
method of bearing children 15 mconsistent with their own
welfare, with the welfare of their parents and with the wel-
fare of society

Periodical Notes

Modern Quarterly (Baltinore) — In 1ts November-
February number Harry Elmer Barnes of Smth College
mm “The Bankruptcy of Sex Taboo,” takes a bird’s eye
view of recent books on marriage by the younger genera-
tion He beheves that such wnters as the radicals who
contribute to the Quarierly “have presented a fine climeal
prcture of the present-day sexual scene We may con-
tinue to evade, and thus encourage the further develop-
ment of sexual chaos, or we can bring the facts of science
and the dictates of art to bear upon the question and
substitute rational controls for the older taboos, conven-
tions, fears and evasions which are, indeed, bankrupt »

Naitsonal Medical Collage Magazme (Bombay) — This
semi-annual publication of an Indian Medical College
1ts last number (September) announces its editorial -
terest in Birth Control and publishes an article on the
subject by Dr N A Apmnkya, professor of midwifery
and gynaecology Dr Ajmkya 1s lukewarm and not very
well informed, but editorally the magazine expresses 1its
keen appreciation of the medical aspect of family himita-
tion for “often too many pregmancies destroy half the
energy and vitahty of women and victumze them to other
allments”

Critsc and Gusde (New York) — In the December num-
ber Dr S Adolphus Knopf, a medical pioneer for Birth
Control alinost as long 1n the field as Dr Wilham J Rob-
1sen hymself, writes on Birth Control as “The Only Effec-
tive Famine Relief”

Biurth Control Review

Books Received

WHaITHER MAxxinD, A Panorama of Modern Civihza-
tion, Edited by Charles A Beard. Longmans, Green &
Co, New York $300

Tae AntisTERILITY ViTAMINE FAT SoLusLe E by Her-
bert McLean Evans and George O Burr Umversity of
Calhformia Press, Berkeley, Cahf

Susan B AnTHONY, THE WoMaN WHo CHANGED THE
Mino or 4 Nation, by Rheta Childe Dorr Fredenck A
Stokes & Co New York $500

Tae Teseiere Smex, by Emame Sachs, Harper
Brothers, New York $4 00

CriLoeRTH, by Witham G Lee  Umversity of Chicago
Press, Chicago, Ilineis  $3 00

Taxmne THE DocTor’s Puise, by J F Montague, M D
J B Lippincott Co, Philadelphia, Pa $1 00

GrowiNe InTo Lire, A Magna Charta of Youth, by
David Seabury Bom and Liveright, New York $5 00

Sociar Prosrems, by John Lewis Gillm, Ph D, Clar-
ence G Dittmer, Ph D, Roy J Colbert, MA The Cen-
tury Co New York

UxpercrapuaTES, by R H Edwards, J M Artman,
Galen M Fisher Doubleday, Doran & Co, New York
$4 00

AxTHROPOLOGY AND MoDERN Lire, by Franz
Boas, PhD W W Norton & Co, Inc, New York $3 00

Tae Baraxce or Biztas anp Dearns, Vol I, by
Robert R Kuczynski The Macmillan Company, New
York $200

Tee BuiLpmve orF Curtumes, by Roland B Dixon
Charles Scribners Sons, New York $4 00

WastE Nor—Want NoT, by Scovil Hamlin  Dorrance
& Co, Philadelphia $2 00

ComMiNe oF AcE IN Samoa, by Margaret Mead Wilham
Morrow and Co , New York $3 00

ParENTs aND CHILDREN, by E R Groves and G Hoag-
land Groves J B Lippmcott, Phladelpha $2 00

Yours, by Elzabeth Sloan Chesser, MD E P Dut-
ton & Co , New York $1 00

PAMPHLETS

Tee Psycaorocy or AscericisM, by Arneld H
Kamat A reprint from the Journal of Abnormal and

Social Psychology (July-Sept 1928) New York

Part of the substance of this article appeared in Biera ConTrROL
Revizw for June, 1927

TreE Evsenic SIGNIFICANCE oF THE WORK OF THE

Ewxcrisa Birta ConTeoL CrinNics, by Norman E Himes

In this short paper, read at the Annual Meeting of the Eugenics
Research Association, Mr Himes presents no very sigmficant
eugenic data but shows, on the euthemie side, that one-third of
the women visiting ten selected Englhsh clinies (up to August,
1927), were wives of unskilled laborers

Quarity Nor Quawtrry, by John Hammond Brad-
shaw, M D —Reprnnt from the Journal of the Medical

Society of New Jersey
Barth Control as race hygiene
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Roman Catholics and Birth Control

The article under the above title, by Dr C V Drysdale, appeared wn the June, 1928, wsue of the Review
The follownng letter from Prof Vermeersch, from Rome, which reached us some weeks later, was sent to England,
to Dr Drysdale for comment We are pleased to print the correspondence which shows clearly the positwon of both

ssdes to the controversy

Universita Gregoriana, Roma
Edstor

A copy of your June number was sent me the other day,
with an article marked, 1n which one of my bocks 15 quoted
(p 177) As the mterpretation there read mte the pass-
age 15 quite unwarranted, I beg you to print the following
rectifications

1) It 15 not at all true that “We may take it that this
pronouncement has offictal approval, or its publication
would not have been sanctioned” The meaning of ecclesi-
astical permussion to pubhsh 13 negative,—that there 1s
no obstacle It may very well turn out later on that an
opinion expressed 1 such a book should have to be
abandoned

2) In such delicate matters &s moral problems, one has
a right to expect that one’s statements be earefully weighed
m the light of therr general context Your contributor
15 able to make out the semblance of a case against the
Church only by glaring neglect of this elementary prinei-
ple If his only purpose had been to bring out the truth,
he could hardly have failed to note the immense difference
which separates the liberty he 15 trymmg to justify, from
the right recogmzed by the Catholic moralist to restramn
the use of marriage to certain days in which there 1s less
chance of conception The latter admits only the natural
use of the sacrament, your contrbutor champions un-
natural abuses The latter preseribes continence during
all the remaimng time for those who would avoid procrea-
tion, your contributor doesn’t urge 1t at all The Catholic
moralist holds that ympregnation can never be artificially
mterfered with, your contributor says that *any method
not mmmical, to health may be used”

3) In interpreting my text, surely he should have
recogmzed the obvious distinction between encouragement
to formcation, and taking precautions to aveid contagious
diseases which result from sins which are none-the-less
energetically condemned, also the difference between the
spreading of venereal diseases, and the spreading of abuses
of marnage

4) This writer speaks of “steps already taken” by the
Church towards countenancing Birth Control, of which
steps the gusrded opimon expressed by me on a quite dif-
ferent question 1s proclaimed to be “the erowmng touch”
These steps are all equally non-existent He 1s sumply
misrepresenting Moreover, he professes to be amused at
the spectacle of the Cathohc Church tardily arming it-
self against the evil, after the prisoner has already es-
caped” and “the matter 1s out of their hands or ours”
The Catholic Church has opposed such abuses at all times,

wherever she has met them, and will continue to do sc
And if the movement 1s ailready so completely out of every-
body’s hands, why all this noisy propaganda, to which
your contributor thinks 1t worth his while to devote him-
gelf with such “continual personal sacrifice”?

A VerMEERscH, Prof Greg Unw

Edsitor

When I sent you my article on “Roman Catholics and
Birth Control” I had no 1dea that 1t would have the fortu-
nate result of eliciting a reply from such a distinguished
authority on Roman Catholic doctrine as Professor Ver-
meersch, and I cannot sufficiently express my pleasure that
it has done so

Before dealing with Professor Vermeersch’s criticisms
T cannot resist this excellent opportumty of ashing him for
replies to some defimte questions, which may help us to
understand the Roman Catholic attitude towards Birth
Control

1 Isat true that prior to 1841 the Roman Catholic
priesthood 1 France was 1in the hahit of interrogating
married men and women 1n the confessional concermng
their mantal relations, and that, on the representation
of Bishop Bouvier, the Holy Clerical High Court of Doc-
trine at Rome 1n 1842, permitted the discontinuance of
mnterrogating men on this point?

2 1If, so, does he not consider this as a concession to
Birth Control in the scnse of realizing that the custom
had become too strong to resist without estranging men
from the Church and that it was therefore pohtic to ap-
pear blind to 1t? And does 1t not also mean men must
have been granted absolution n spite of having committed
this “grave sin”

3 Does he admt that prior to 1915, the doctrine of
the Roman Catholic Church was that “all interference
with the primaiy end of marriage 1s gravely sinful” and
that “no wrong 1s done to the State by the begetting of
sickly or imbecile children unless the parents can do
nothing to support them Nor 1s wrong done to such chil-
dren themselves, because, 1n view of the eternal happiness
normally within their reach, 1t 1s better to have been born
maimed or tamnted than never to have been born at
all” These words are taken from the pamphlet “Mod-
ern Problems and Cathohic Principles” by Fr J Keat-
mg, 8J, which was exposed for sale up to that year n
Westminster Cathedral (Roman Cathohe) but disap-
peared after the statement of Mgr Brown next referred
to
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4 Was Mgr Brown correctly stating the doctrine of
the Roman Catholic Church i his evidence before the
National Birth Rate Commission 1n Jan 20, 1915, when
he saxd that marred couples may lawfully hmit ther
fambhes by mutual consent by abstention from intercourse,
and by hmiting intercourse to the mid-menstrual penod
or tempus ageneseos?

5 If so, 1s not that equivalent to saying that inter-
course may lawfully be indulged in while seeking to evade
the consequence of conception? And does not this, com-
bined with the immediate withdrawal of Fr Xeating’s
pamphlet, indicate a definite concession to Birth Control
from the attitude shown in that pamphlet?

6 Does he admt that in his own work “De Castitate”
published in May 1921, he stated that it was permussible
to recommend men, itending to have ilhait intercourse,
to employ chemucal prophylactic omntments before such
mtercourse, m order to protect themselves from venereal
infection, that such means were “morally indifferent in
themselves” and that “nothing stands in the way of your
mdicating to anyone who declares his intention to simn,
how he may sin with the least imnjury to his body”?

7 If so, 1s 1t not equally permissible for a woman to
use such an omtment to preserve herself from infection,
and 1f not, why not?

8 Remembering the concession that births may be re-
stricted within marriage, why may not a woman use a
chemical contraceptive ointment to prevent having a dis-
eased child? Why 1s it “morally indifferent” 1n the first
and not 1n the second case?

9 Bearmmg in mind that erther abstention or success-
ful recourse to the “safe period” means that the germ
cells are formed but pass away and pensh, why 1s 1t a
grave sin to prevent them from bemng fertilized by employ-
ing a mechanical contraceptive, or to destroy them by a
chemical one?

I sincerely hope that Prof Vermeersch will enhighten
us on these points, since, as the matter now stands, 1t
seems 1mpossible for the uninstructed layman to appreci-
ate the fine hne which now appears to exist between the
Church and the acceptance of contraception Had it ad-
hered to the mgid doctrine of “all interference with the
prnmary end of marriage 1s grievously sinful” we could
at least have understood 1t, but when we are told that
births may be restricted in marrage by what 1s at least
an “artifice” based on medical evnidence as to the existence
of a safe period, and that a chemical ointment may be
applied by & man to his generative organs (and thereby
mcidentally mtroduced into the woman) for the purpose
of protecting lumself agamst the results of sin, while s
virtucus wife may not use a chemical omtment to prevent
concaiving a diseased child if he has become infected, no
ordinary intellect can stand the stran

The only two scriptural statements upon which the
Church has rehed to upheld this prohibition, are the in-
junction to *mncrease and multiply and replemsh the
earth” which may be considered to have been sufficiently
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fulfilled, and the story of Onan, which 1s ambiguous, since
we are not told whether Onan’s sin lay in his practice of
covtus wnterruptus or m his refusal to raise seed to his
dead brother’s wife, which was apparently a sacred duty
among the Jews If the Roman Catholic church 15 so
anxious to preserve Old Testament morahty, why does
she not enjom this duty also? And if Onan was slam be-
cause his act was evil in the sight of the Lord, why 15 1t
that those who practise contraception in our own days
Irve longer lives than our ancestors who did not?

Coming to Prof Vermeersch’s criticisms, his first point
15 that his statement re the justification of venereal grati-
fication 1s not to be regarded as authoritative All I can
say 1s that it was certamly regarded as of the highest 1m-
portance by Mgr Brown mm his article in the Dublin
Revew, and that Prof Vermeersch himself does not say
that the Church has yet repudiated it, although it ap-
peared as far back as May 1921 Is 1s not a little too
much to ask us to believe that such a weighty pronounce-
ment on a serious moral 1ssue could have been promul-
gated, almost at the gates of the Yatican, without official
approval?

Secondly, I am accused of seeking to confound “natural
use” with unnatural abuses” or “artificial interference’”
It 15 a favonite device with reactionary moralsts to stig-
matize anything they dishke as “artificial” or “unnat-
ural” If “natural” means “primitive” or “unrestramed
by prudence”, then the only “natural” mamfestation of
our desire would be to gratify it whenever possible, and
the restrictions of Church and State are artificial If,
on the other hand, such restrictions are regarded as
moral, why are we to regard any other methods of restrie-
tion as immoral, unless they can be shown to have harm-
ful consequences to the individual or society?
prophylaxis by chemical cintments 1s certamly as “un-
natural” or “artificial” as contraception, yet Prof Ver-
meersch speaks of such measures as “morally indifferent
m themselves”

Thirdly, he claims that I have failed to recogmze the
difference between encouragement to formecation and the
desire to avoid 1ts evil consequences if 1t cannot be pre-
vented Surely I have at least allowed this to be evident
m quoting his words “the intention of committing fornica-
tion 18 evil, smce 1t 1s always evil to sin or te wish to sin”
I do not for one moment accuse him or his church of wish-
g to condone, much less encourage “formecation”, but
I must respectfully pomt out that the practical result of
the church’s attitude must inevitably be in this direction
In the judgment of the Holy Clerical High Court of Doc-
trinc of 1842 in reply to Bishop Bouvier, 1t enjomned on
the wife to make “becoming remonstrance” to her hus-
band if he insists on employing contraceptive means, and
only to submut after such remonstrance Tt 15 the wife
always who 1s expected to carry out and bear the burden
of the Church’s moral teachings, and 1t 1s also the wife
who suffers most by repeated pregnancies and the bear-
ing of children In the great majonty of cases, 1t 1s the

Venereal
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News

UNITED
New York

TI—IE bill of the American Birth Control League 15 now
on the active List of the New York League of Women

Yoters

Mrs Ruchard Billings, member of the Board of the
American Bwrth Control League, sends thes story of the
action of the League of Women Voter's Convention, held
m Buffalo, November 22-24, wn regard to Burth Control
It will be recalled that we recorded thws action as “Last
Mwute News” in the December Review She writes

The State Legislative Committee of the League, of
which Mrs Leshe J Tompkms 1s now Chairman and of
which I am a member, 15 m the habit of presenting two
Lists of legislative measures to the Convention One of
these 15 called “Endorsed”, the other “Active” The
Birth Control Amendment has been for two years on the
endorsed program The Legislative Commttee, of which
Miss Dorothy Kenyon was the former Chairman, placed
1t this year on its active program and presented 1t to the
Convention for ratification

As Chairman of the State Social Hygiene Committee,
I spoke to the Convention on its second day on the subject
of Birth Control as 1t related to the work of the League
of Women Voters That afternoon the Convention rati-
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Notes

STATES

fied the action of the Legislative Committee, moving the
amendment to its active program There were some op-
posmg remarks made by the Catholic members of the
League living in Buffalo Mrs Dawvid Porter and Mrs
Chauncey Hamhn of Buffalo, spoke forcefully in favor
of 1t as did many promiment women throughout the state

I feel that this action of the League of Women Voters
15 an occasion for congratulation among the friends of
Birth Contrel The League 1s a conservative body, known
to be slow 1n endorsing new legislation, only doing so after
careful delhiberation.

The Legislators at Albany, know well the difference be-
tween the active and endorsed program, and this action
will help the passage of our amendment tremendously

I am slso glad that the League of Women Voters has
placed itself thus defimtely m the ranks of courageous
and hberal orgamzations

At the annual breakfast of the New York Catholic Circle
of the International Federation of Catholic Alumnae held
on December 8rd at the Hotel Plaza, New York, Mgr
John P Chidwick, pastor of St Agnes Church attacked
the League of Women Voters for their action He said
that the women had “broken through every law of de-

wife who 1s most anxious to avoid conception and 1t 1s she
therefore who must try to keep her husband to the stern
path of abstention or restraint to the “safe period” by
“becoming remonstrance” Among a considerable section
of men this simply means a temptation to “go elsewhere”,
but the fear of contracting venereal disease has certainly
been a deterrent to many Now comes Prof Vermeersch’s
pronouncement that i1f they wish to “go elsewhere” they
may do so without fear, by recourse to prophylactic oint-
ments Is there any doubt as to the result?

Of course; few, 1f any, Birth-Controllers would for one
moment object to the Church’s concession to prophylactics
“per s¢” On the contrary, most of them would heartily
agree But to grant this concession, while still upholding
the ban on contraception puts the virtuous religious
woman 1n the most cruel position possible She must deny
her husband what she would wish to give hum, and see
every obstacle to his getting it from other women removed
He may use a chemical prophylactic ointment, which Prof
Vermeersch says “is morally indifferent” to avoid the re-
sults of “sin», she may not use a chemical contraceptive
omtment for the perfectly wirtuous purpose of retaiming
his love, while wishing to aveid launching another helpless
poverty-stricken or diseased baby into a hfe of suffering
And all for what? Merely to satisfy a hair-drawn dis-
tinction which no intelligent person can hear of without
contempt, based on Scriptural injunctions which have

been distorted at the will of a Church which has constantly
opposed Science and been ignominiously worsted 1n every
encounter I have said and repeat that the Roman Cath-
olic Church has already made these definite steps mn the
direction of countenancing Birth Control however skill-
fully 1t has sought to disguise them, and I am quite cer-
tamn 1if the women now make the same stand that the
French men did 1n 1841, the Church will find some method
of reconciling 1ts faith with Birth Control That the ulti-
mate result 1s certan should be a warning to 1t to avod
estranging 1ts supporters, but, 1n the meanwhile, 1t 18 no
reason why we Birth-Controllers should not accelerate 1t

Prof Vermeersch 1s & distingmished member of the So-
clety of Jesuits, of which it has been said that its great
principle 15 that “the end justifies the means” Neo-
Malthusians have claimed that the hmitation of births
within marriage 1s 1imperative i order to avoid the evils
of over-population, poverty, famine, the propagation of
hereditary diseases and defects, sexual irregularities, and
war, and this claim has been admitted openly by certamn
emment Roman Catholic writers, and tacitly by the
Church 1n 1ts permission to attempt hmitation of births
within marriage Does not such a great and noble end
Justify any means that will secure 1t without giving rise to
any other evils which can be observed as yet?

C V DnrysparLe, DSc, FRSF

Riwchmond, Surrey
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cency” and called on Catholic women to orgamze and fight
the lll

At Utica, the Birth Control Commttee of which Mrs
Marie Sweet Smith 1s chairman called a luncheon confer-
ence of about 50 leaders, at the Hotel Martin on Decem-
ber 5th 'The speakers were Mrs F Robertson Jones,
President of the Amerncan Birth Control League, Rabb:
Isador B Hoffman, of Temple Beth-El and Mr Percy
Clark of Cornell Mr Paul B Wilhams, Secretary of
the Assoctation Charities, introduced Mrs Jones and the
newspaper pubhecity, of which Mrs Heck was in charge,
was excellent

Among those attending the meeting were Mrs Marie
Sweet Smith, Utica, Mrs Constance Heck, New York,
field secretary, and these committee chairmen Syracuse,
Mrs C A Duvall, Oneida, Dr Hilda Noyes, Rome, Mrs
Charles Gilman, Lattle Falls, Dr H W Vickers, Herk-
mmer, Mrs C S Thompson, Camden, Mrs M W Van
Tassell

On December 7th Mrs Jones spoke before a meeting of
85 persons interested n the bill, at the home of Mrs
Frank M Leavitt at Scarsdale

In the last days of November and the first week 1 De-
cember Guy Irving Burch of Columbia Umversity who has
been making a very thorough study of the mternational
and the social aspects of the problem of population lec-
tured before groups of students at Brotherhood House
and at the Labor Temple, under the auspices of the Re-
concihation Trps  The audience at the Labor Temple
was Professor Bowman’s class from Columbia Mr Burch
has lectured on Birth Control to groups of college stu-
dents before and 1s excellently equipped for this kind of
work

An excellent Birth Control talk was given at the Inger-
soll Forum, 119 East 14th Street, on November 18th by
Dr Paul Bauerberg, an obstetrician of New York His
argument was based on three grounds the progress of
crvilization as the struggle for the control of nature, the
right of the individual to realize his own conception of
happiness, and the duty of the present generation to im-
prove the quahty of the race

In his account of the wastefulness of nature uncon-
trolled Dr Bauerberg mtroduced the following story of a
case from his experience “I have myself officiated”, said
he, “at the confinement of & woman who had her thirty-
second attempted childbearing  She had ten miscarrages,
s1x abortions and sixteen children, of whom eight died 1n
mfancy” “This,” he added “is a pretty fair ilustration
of blind obedience to nature’s ammation

Mrs Walter Tymme, member of the Board of Dsrectors
of the American Birth Control League writes (December
4th)

I had a mothers’ meeting at my home here 1n Cold
Spring last week — ten present All enthusiastic and
want large meeting called here, soon  One mother told of
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the dehivery of a dead child a few years ago, at a hos-
pital in a Connecticut town It was necessary to get seven
doctors to sign that operation was necessary before the
child was taken from her Her suffering was horrible because
of the delay We have on our Cold Springs Commttee
a leading doctor and a clergyman of the town All wli
help when we go to Albany

The New York bill was discussed at a luncheon of the
East New York Birth Control Committees {Albany, T'roy,
Saratoga Springs, Ballston Spa and Amsterdam) at
Schenectady, on January 13th Dr Ernest Caldecott,
Chairman of the Schenectady Commttee, presided, and
Mrs F Robertson Jones, President of the American
Birth Control League and Mrs Richard Billings, Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the League were the
speakers Sixty representatives of local Birth Control
Committees and other co-operating orgamzations were
present, among them Mr W W Peck of Albany, the
Reverend and Mrs John C Ames of Saratoga Springs,
Mrs Annette Remington of Ballston Spa and Mrs G H
Durston of Amterdam Great interest was shown and
many valuable suggestions were made

Califorma

RS SANGER opened her lecture tour in Califorma
at Los Angeles where she spoke twice under the
auspices of the Pacific Forum On December 2, a luncheon
was given 1n her honor by Dr C L Conrad of the Forum
and on the evening of December 5 she lectured at a large
public meeting under the auspices of the Forum On De-
cember 8 she addressed the State Board of the Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs Mrs W W Green, state presi-
dent, presided
From Los Angeles she went to San Francisco, where on
December 12 she was the guest of honor, with Mrs Ruth
Bryant Owen and Judge Lindsey, at a press group dinner
The following day she was given a luncheon by the Penn
Women of San Jose She spoke at a luncheon of the San
Francsico Women’s Club on December 14, lectured at San
Jose and at San Francisco, December 15 and 16, before
the Commonweslth Club of Califorma at San Francisco,
December 17, spoke at a luncheon of the Women’s Club
of Oakland on the 19th, and before the QOakland Open
Forum on the 20th Everywhere great interest was shown
in her plea for Birth Control Cimics Mrs Sanger’s Cal-
formia tour was managed by Alce Seckles of San
Francisco

Ohio

NDER sensational headlines which misrepresent the
facts, the press throughout the country has re-
ported a statement about Birth Control made by Judge
Harnson W Ewing of the Court of Common Pleas of
Cleveland On December 4th, Otto and Helen Kourim
both applied for divorce after they had been hving apart
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for eight months, the woman supporting herself On
learning that the couple had been marmed when the woman
was 17 and the man 24, that they already had three
children, that the man was earming only $24 00 a week
and that his work was irregular, Judge Ewing denied the
applcation for divorece He ordered that the separation be
continued for three years so that no more children should
be born He added in comment on his decision that when
the woman appealed to the Juvemle Court on the ground
of non-support when her first child was a year old, the
court should have been authorized to refer her to sources
of contraceptive advice

Since this 1s the first time that the importance of Birth
Control 1 cases that come to domestic relations courts
has recerved official recogmtion from the bench in the
United States, we reprint m full Judge Edwin’s own state-
ment, as published in the New ¥ ork World, December 8th
He says

The first stories on the Kourim divorce case were wholly ms-
leading and misquoted me I did not direct nor advise them to
practice Birth Control They have been separated eight months
and they appear to be permanently estranged Each sought to
obtain a divorce and the custody of three children aged one, two
and four, years

1 merely refused both divorce pleas although the evidence was
sufficient to justify a divorce in an ordinary case, holding that
public mterest forbade their bemng set free te marry agsmn when
they cannot support and educate these children decently Then,
on the assumption that they would continue to lve apart, I
awarded custody of the baby to the wife and the other two chil-
dren to the husband

My reference to Birth Control was a casual comment on the evi-
dence which disclosed that, when the wife was about to be con-
fined with the second child, she had brought her husband before
the Juvenile Court, seeking money for the expenses of the con-
finement, the husband being employed only part time and unable
to pa,

Ips:d it was lamentable that in such an extreme case the Juve-
nile Court had no legal right to order that Birth Control informa-
tion be given to prevent recurrence of a smilar problem, which
was intensified when the third child came after an eleven months’
interval 1 am unwilling to become 1nvolved m a general discussion
of Birth Control Advocacy of such highly controversial changes
in statutory law 1s, \n my opinion, not within the legitimate scope
of judicial activity

Birth Cantrol 1s not forbidden under the Ohio law and
a Birth Control Clinic 1s at present 1n operation in Cleve-
land

A few dafs before this case in Judge Ewing’s court,
Jas J Davis, Secretary of the United States Department
of Labor, speaking on the labor problem at Hyde Park
Commumty Methodist Episcopalian Church, stated, ac-
cording to the Cincinnaty Commercial Tribune that

There were 1,874,000 persens out of work n the United States,
(1927) Industry 1s no longer able to absorb the men thrown out
of work by labor saving machmery and the natural increase of
workers among the famulies now here Yet people urge that we
want 1mmgration so that the increased population will make us
& great nation

“My answer 1s that if low wages, illiteracy and huge popula-
tion make countries great, China should rank as the greatest na-
tion 1n the world And on that rating India would be second
and Russig third ”

Pennsylvama

FROM Philadelphia Mrs Alleyne C Martun, the execu-
tive director of the State Birth Control Federation,

writes Our Southcastern Pennsylvama Birth Control
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League held 1ts annual meeting at the Friends’ Institute,
20 South 12th Street, Philadelphia, on November 14th

The following officers were elected

President, Joseph Stokes, Jr, M D, Phila Vice-Presidents, Kate
W Baldwin, MD, Phila Mrs George A Dunning, Phila , Floyd
E Keene, MD, Phila Stuart Mudd, M D, Villa Nova, Mrs Imogen
Oakley, Phula , Henry K Pancoast, M D, Ardmore, Miss Anna M
W Pennypacker, Phila, Frances R Sprague, MD, Phila, Mrs
Pope Yeatman, Phila The treasurer 1s Mrs S F Sharpless, Phila ,
the Secretary, Mrs H Wilson Moorhouse, Ardmore

It will be very interesting for the other States to see
the perfectly splendid doctors we have on this Committee
Dr Stokes 1s the fourth generation of doctors from that
fanuly m Philadelphiz and 1s one of the leading pediatric
physicians in the State You will note that Dr Pancoast 1s
also one of our Vice-Presidents, and he 1s outstanding
nationally as an ex-ray specialist

Officers elected at the last annual meeting of the State

Federation, held November 22, are

President, A Lovett Dewees, M D, Haverford Vice-Presidents,
Roswell H Johnson, M S, Pittsburgh, Mrs Stanley Bright, Read-
ing, Floyd E Keane, M D, Philadephia, Lewrence Litchfield, M D,
Pittshburgh, Mrs Chas N Loveland, Wilkes-Barre, Stuart Mudd,M.D,
Villa Nova, Henry K Pancoast, M D, Ardmore, Joseph Stokes, Jr,
M.D, Philadelphia, Norris W Vaux, M.D, Philadelphia, H C
Westervelt, M.D, Pittsburgh Secretary, Mrs George A Dunmng,
Philadelphia, Treasurer, Samuel Emlen, Germantown, Philadelphia

We feel that our orgamzation has both as officers and
council, the most outstanding people of the State lending
their names to 1t, and we are very proud of the progress
we are making along these lines

We are planning to introduce a bill in the 1929 session
of the Legislature, and Mrs Reginald Jacobs of Ardmore,
Chairman of the Committee on Meetings, 1s planning a big
program for the coming year

This 15 a httle morsel of news that might well be of 1n-
terest to other States Mr Samuel Emlen, who was Rep-
resentative m Harnsburg, representing the 16th District
of Philadelphia 1n 1927, and who championed our bill when
m Commttee, has not only jomed our orgamzation but
has taken the treasurership of our State Federation and
15 heading our Legislative Committee for the next session
He is not being returned to Harrisburg, as he did not run
for office  Mr Emlen 1s from a very old Quaker family,
which has hived 1n Philadelphia for many generations

CHINA

ROM Dr Dryden Linsley Phelps of the West China

Union Umversity (Missionary) at Chengtu, Szechwau,
comes an extremely informatne and encouraging letter
about the possibility of spreading Birth Control as part
of the Chinese Mass Education Movement Dr Phelps
writes

Among the students all over Chwna Birth Control 1s
known and discussed, and there are translations of Mrs
Sanger’s pamphlets (very poor translations, I am told)
These are for sale, even 1n West China  Generally speak-
ing, the students are mn favor of Birth Control The older
class of Chinese would not be, but their views are counting
less and less At a meeting of the “first term” missionary
teachers at the West China Umon University, about
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thirty of us, men and women, graduates in medicine, bac-
teriology, dentistry, theology, etc, there was unammous
agreement that Birth Control was one of the very funda-
mental solutions for China’s sheaf of problems ignorance,
poverty, mihtarism, ete, etc 'The group represented
graduates from universities 1n Canada, United States,
England and Austraha

The ways to work, it seems to me, are

1 By conversations with young Chlinese leaders,

2 By articles 1n the Chimese magazines and papers,
showing that Birth Control will not destroy the Chinese
family system, but will insure it better children

8 By convincing the leaders of the Mass Education
Movement (Dr Yen 1s now in the East, New York, I be-
Lieve) that Birth Control propaganda and infermation
should be spread side by side with the propaganda of
education, by the Government

Once the Chinese get an 1dea, they move with amazing
speed The thing 15 to convinee the young Chinese lead-
ers I shall bend every energy in this direction upon my
return to China next fall

The real difficulty in China 1s not so much objections to
Birth Control These can be met, and are being met, once
people there become convinced that 1t 1s Quahty rather
than Quantity of Life which counts hfe in terms of per-
gons rather than hfe m terms of nce But the real need

Birth Control

and contraceptive nformation recerved nation-
wide publhicity recently because of the reported
ruling of Judge Harmnson Ewing of Cleveland
Read about it m
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and difficulty 15 How to discover the best and cheapest,
simplest and most hygienic methods of actual Birth Con-
trol If we could solve that, the rest would not be im-
possible

The chief ebjection to Birth Control 1n China will be
that 1t “will decimate the upper classes ® But that can be
cbviated by mass education, at which the Chinese are
genmuses Once the common people over there are con-
vinced that Barth Control will mean greater health, pros-
penty, freedom, and greater safeguarding of the health
of the chuldren whom they do have, the rest 15 easy But
the methods available! There 1s the problem

sl

Correspondence

CONGRATULATIONS FOR DR DRYSDALE

Ilhnois
Edstor
I would hke to congratulate C V Drysdale on his
article about Roman Catholics 1n last month’s 1ssue I
think every Catholic ought to read it So many of the
poorer class have a very fant conception of what their
religion really stands for They seem to understand only
the “need” for confession, prayer, observance of fast days
and absolute obedience to the priest My grandparents
on both sides were peasants under Nicolas of Russia and
if any one told them that between the Czar and the Church
their bread never reached their mouths he’d be called crazy
or worse EW

[Thss Correspondent wil undoubledly welcome Dr
Drysdale’s new letter w thas 1ssue  Ed ]

Letter to Raymond Arnold of San Francisco

I am 1nterested in Birth Control, especially as 1t relates
to the crime problem The notorously unfit should mn my
opinion, be sterthzed and thus be prevented from beget-

ting their Jund Avcust VOLLMER,

(Chief of Palice of Berkeley, California, and recipsent of the Harmon
Award for 1928)

Edtor

I am afraid my contrmbution to your symposium 1s a
Iittle late, but I am glad the proposal to compme the
“Review” with a eugemcs magazine fell through Birth
Control work would suffer by the combination. Most of
the eugenics enthusiasts are only half-baked, and a lot
of the stuff they publish 1s very unsound

MarcoLm H Bissern
(Wsth thes letter we close the correspondence concern-

wng the proposal to combine the Bian CoxTROL REVIEW
woth a Eugenics magazne —Ed )
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On Sunpay, JANUARY 27, AT THE REQUEST oF THE NATIONAL CHILD LaBoR CoMMITTEE, 215 FOURTH
AvVENUE, NEW YoRK, MiNIsTERS WILL PREACH sND PrAavERS WILL BE SAID FOR

Owen Lovejoy, one of the founders and for many years
Ezxecutvwe Secretary of the Commstiee says of the root and

foundation of child labor

If I were asked on the basis of
my experience with child labor to
giwve the one cause which m my
opmion 1s more potent than any
other 1n bringing about child la-
bor, I would unhesitatingly say
that large famihes beyond capac-
ity of one person to support, he
nearest the cause of the problem

Margaret Sanger tays of the
burdened children

Let us hsten now to the voices
of the children—to those daugh-
ters who have been born in the
midst of large and growing fam-
ilies, who at the tenderest age have
been brought into 1mmediate con-
tact with the dire realities of Lfe

A certain number of the letters
are from that large class of women
who have been “child mothers”
The child mother 18 an easly
recogmzable type Often the eld-
est daughter mn a large brood of
children, she 1s called upon by the
death of the mother to take over
heavy household duties, to brmng
up younger sisters and brothers
Not infrequently a helpless infant
a few days, a few weeks, or a few
months old, 15 left for the child
mother to tend. Young enough to
feel keenly the deprivation of the
Joys of childhoed, this girl 18 to
face precociously the harsh biolog-
1cal reahties of hfe She grows
mto early womanhood disillusion-
ed of all 1deas of romance or of
any possible happiness 1n marnage

Beforehand she knows what to
expect of matrimony Ahead of
her she sees only the meanmgless
repetation of the slavery of her
mother’s hfe This she seeks to
avoid at any cost, no matter how
expensive, or what temporary
happiness she may be called upon

Litrie CHiLp LABORERS oF AMERICA

to give up Several eloquent letters of this type are mn-
cluded mn the present group

A quality of almost irresistible appeal 1s revealed 1n cer-

THE NEWS BOY

THE street 1s home for you You eat and
sleep
With higger boys and hark to what they
say,
And think them mghty men and, shamefaced,
keep
Your baby fears and thoughts all hid
away
You’re starved for food and sleep and love,
though you
Would scoff at this and call 1t all untrue

And oh, you’re just a httle lad, a httle
lad, a httle lad,

Who ought to think the world’s a place for
having fun and bemng glad,

Who ought to be good friends with trees
and chummy with the sky and breeze,

And who’s to blame, I wonder, if you grow
up queer and gross and bad?

—(From NEWQSIE-BQY, by Mwam Teichner)

tain leters from your girls stand-
mg at the threshold of marriage,
grls who hesitate before taking
that fatal step which would 1newn1-
tably plunge them into s needless
repetitton of their mothers’ hves

Another set 1s from mothers who
realize that if they bring more
children into the world, they wmll
perforce swell the ranks of child-
labor, infants predestined to the
factory at an early age Such
mothers are conscious of the in-
justice done to the children of the
second generation and the cost to
their own bodies and souls

Perhaps the most eloquent let-
ter 1n the present group 1s the
briefest “I am gomng to be mar-
ried soon and I don’t want any
children for awhile My mother
died at childbirth and I had to
take care of them She had fifteen
children I don’t want any for
awhile” There 1s another letter
of great digmty from an unmar-
ried woman of sixty-two, who has
been forced to work for her living
since the age of eleven She had
been one of many children born
into a poor famly

Cheated as most of these moth-
ers have been of the roseate ro-
mances of adolescence, one finds m
their sobriety a digmty and a
Spartan recogmtion of the harsh
realities of famly hfe In ther
case, concealment of biological laws
had heen futile

We may mmagime the warnmngs
whispered by the mother to the
eldest daughter — beseeching her
at any cost to avord enterng
that destructive maze of matermty
which has enslaved them all

—From Chaptler VIII of “Motherhood
wn Bondage —Vowes of The Chidren
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Lattle Victims of Overstrained Nerves

HAT 18 a working-class mother to do? In many

cases she 1s hiving in two rooms with a large family,

wresthng with almost constant child-bearing and conse-

quent lness The older chuldren get out of hand becaunse

she has not the knowledge, the time, or the energy to tran
them properly

Last week a woman asked me what she could do with her
boy of eight He fought and struck her, he stole money
whenever she left any about, he destroyed his clothes and
those of the other children, and his example was teaching
the others to be just as bad “I have eight children and
another coming,” said the mother, “and after the last two
I was 1n the hospital for three months each time with com-
plications They are not bad chuldren. If ever I cry and
say I am worn out, httle Jacky’s arms are around my
neck 1z a minute and he 18 sorry  But he’s just as bad an
hour later »

The father 18 earmng only 855 a week This little
story brings to Lght so many problems the problem of
Birth Control, the problem of housing, the problem of n-
adequate pay Frankly, I see no way of helpmng that
child, or, indeed, any in the family His mother 1s too
tired to do much If she were energetic and healthy, lack
of money would make the home so wretched that the chil-
dren would always be 1n that condition of nervous unrest
that produces these so-called dehnquencies If there were
more money 1t 18 very doubtful whether a family of ten
would get accommodation 1n a decent house, there are
still so few available and landlords cannot be blamed for
not wanting their houses spoiled by these little hoohgans

I was astomshed a few weeks ago, having written an
article on tyranmeal children for a working-class paper,
to get upwards of a hundred letters from mothers telhng
me of children ranging from three to fifteen years old who
were, as they put 1t, “turmng us out of house and home *
These children are the wictims of merve-wracking sur-
roundings, of financmal msecurity, which plays havoc with
their nerves when they hear their parents discussing, mn a
panic, the problem of finding work and bread, they are
the victims of harassed, overdriven parents Even mn the
hands of experienced psychologists they would be a diffi-
cult proposition As it 15, they have to be with the
harassed people who have mnocently made them as they
are In school, where they are at peace and kept occupied
most of these children have excellent characters, when
they leave school and, as 15 the rule in these days, run
about the streets for months at a time they become what
are called delinquents Magistrates ke Mr Clarke Hall
are always stnking a warmng note “We are makng
a class of hopeless delinquents,” they say These are the
children who, when they marry, will bring 1nto the world
& further generation of delinquents

Leonora Evres, in the Manchester Guardian (England)
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Dr. Edward M East of the Bussey Institute of Harvard Unwersity says:

T hose who want a debunking magazine not filled with bunk or a magazine of propaganda not filled unth lies
ought to subscribe for the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW [ts literary standard 1s excellent Among the contribu-
tions are the most distinguished physicians, biologists, and sociologists of thes country and abroad It presents
the Natural History of the Farmly with a philosophical breadth and a scientific accuracy that beltes the narrow
phrasing of the title

enthusiasm + 3 months = subscribers x 2

This 15 not anthmetic from Mars [t 13 a graphic statement of our hope and
our plan The BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW must reach a larger
public Hostility 15 shifting to interest Interest must be
crystalhzed into support By concentrated
effort we hope to double the number
of our subscribers during the
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