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T E N  GOOD REASONS forBIRTH CONTROL 

SEVEN REASONLWoman s fights. Marrled Love. The Health of Mother and Chlld, the Welfare of Chnldren. 
the Abolition of Poverty and the Rellef of Over-population m ~ t s  Domestic and m ~ t s  International Aspects 
-have been Sven for 

Birth Control 
The Uae of Hannlcar and Effectsvc Mechanwal or Chemrcal Methodr 

of Preventson CaUed Cmtracepttver 

Another reason, of vltal lrnportance to all humanity, 1s 

Reason VIII-The Improvement of the Race 

(Certarn degenerate or rwkly types tend to  perpetuate thetr mental or phystcal Lseaae, or the predwpos*t*on to rt 
T o  p o p &  auffenlpg from nome fowm of r n a ~ u t y ,  from dcoholwm, feeble midedness, venereal dwease, there owght to 

be no chaldren born Bsrth Control w a practwal agency for the c r e a t m  of a eugensc race ) 

Here 1s what a few experts say - 
What the world needs today 1s not the martyr, the hermrt, the sacrrfic~al warrror, the monk, the nun or the woman who dcdlcato  herself 

to the nervlce of the lrck aufferlng and degraded Wha t  a needs most u bright, healthy, competent, strong wllled, clear thrnkrng chlldren 
born of happy, hearty, hlgh-mlnded parent. 

Some day the world will doubtless frown on any famlly that has more than two chlldren, unless the older ch~ldren rank high III a11 
s o r b  of tests, but a wlll pay great honor to the parents of au chrldren all of whom a re  superror rn mlnd and temperament 

ELLSWOBTH HUNTINGTON 

4 portnon of mfant mortality represents the lrngerlng and 
waateful removal from the world of h e m p  of znherent defects 
b e l n g  who for the most pan ,  ought never to havc b u n  born 
and need not have been born under condrtlons of greater fore- 
right 

H G WELLS 

Every year the brll for public and p r ~ v a t e  c h a r ~ t y  a Inereas- 
ed-mother a a ~ d ,  supplementary relref m the home, rnst~tutronal 
care  for chrldren, health acrvlce And every year there a re  
greater demands for nnstltutlonal care for  the mental defemvm 
and the delrnquent. who a re  the products of the wretched homes 

I t  seems almost certaln that soclal workers will a w n  deem rt 
one of therr most urgent and sacred dutles to prevent large 
famrlres among the people who ought not to have large famrlres 

HUNTINGTON and WHITNEY 

Year by year the pr~vllegcd classes In the state, who havc 
llmrted the arze of therr own fam~ller ,  murt pay heavler taxes 
for  the care  of the dependent, delrnquent and defectrve chlldren 
of the lgnorant the unfortunate and the vlcrodr I f  through 
B ~ r t h  Cuntrol and the sterrltzatron of the unfit we could prevent 
the multtpllcatlon of the dependent and the unfit. rt mlght be 
posmble, through publ~c and prlvate funds to provide advant- 
ages for  the normal and the under prrvlleged ~ h d d  which would 
greatly Improve the qualrty of our crtlzenshlp 

JESSIE P CONDIT 

T h e  U n ~ t e d  States Government has a quota restrrnlon by w h ~ c h  only so many people from each country a re  allowed to enter our shores 
each month Mort people a re  convrnced that this pollcy a rtght, and agree that we rhould slow down on the number as well a s  the kknd 
of ~mmlgrants  coming here 

But whtle we close our gates to the sesal led "undes~rnbles" from other countrrer, we make no anempt to dlseuurage or cut down the 
raprd multrpl~cat~on of the unfit and und_eslrable a t  home 

In fact, through our archarc and Inhuman laws agatnat Brnh  Control rnformatlon, the breeding of defectlver an. Insane become* 
a neceasrty 

~ G A ~ E T  SANGEB 

, 

To create a race of well-born chtldrm it w eramtttal that the functton of motherhood ahowld be eha ted  to  a 
poartwn of dtgnrtg and thsr tr impornbk or long or conception remarna a matter of chance 

Declaration of Prlnclples of American Birth Control League 
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EDITORIAL 
P OLITICS makes strange bedfellows Surely 

there have been none stranger than the hberals, 
the "progress~ves", the champions of freedom who 
are supportmg Governor Sm~th because of hls stand 
on pr6h~b~tlon Verlly they are strammg at  a gnat 
and swallow~na a camel I n  all tolerance and m all 
respect, to brush as~de the rehg~ous aspect of thls 
campalgn 1s to remam stup~dly sat~sfied w~th a super- 
fic~al tolerance, and to Ignore ~ t s  profounder and 
most ~nterestmg aspects "As a man thmketh, so IS 

he " No one, surely, would say that Governor 
Smth, ~f elected, would act m a manner d~sloyal 
to the great church m whlch he was born and brought 
up H e  cannot go agamt  ~ t s  edlct Father P J 
Ward, of the Nat~onal Cathollc Welfare Counc~l of 
Washington, D C has defined the attltude of the 
Cathohc Church concerning the morale and hab~ts 
of non-Cathohcs The Cathollc Church, he has de- 
clared 1s the depos~tory of eternal truth, the kmg- 
dom of God on earth She IS respons~ble for the 
morals of the ent~re human race The same authority 
has assured us that the Cathohc Church 1s opposed 
to B ~ r t h  Control because ~t ~nterferes wlth the plan 
of God, "who ~ntends that people who marry may do 
so for the purpose of procreation or may hve m each 
other's love m str~ct contmence, hke brother and 
slster Marr~age mthout the desue and responsl- 
bhty of parenthood, or not l~ved m str~ct cont~nence, 
1s lmmoral and slnful " Would Smlth dare or care 
to oppose ths  mandate m wleldlng a powerful op- 
pos~tlon to any leg~slatlon ~nvolvlng the conscious 

control of procreative facult~es' No HIS mmd, 
admirable as ~t may be, 1s or~ented m the dlrect~on of 
h ~ s  church I t  1s attuned to the closed world of pre- 
ordamed Cathohc morahty, e h c h  refuses to recog- 
rum that one man's vlrtue may be another's sm 

The quest~on IS not rutrely one of Governor 
Sm~th's hberahty or open-mmdedness It 1s of 
powerful mst~tutlonal forces, wh~ch w~ll mevltably 
and mth qulet power unconsciously dlrect h ~ s  actm- 
~ t y  Let us not forget the career of John Purroy 
M~tchell Shall we cast away the preclous freedom 
of our hard-earned "ethlcs of the dust" for the closed 
world of an ahen and lmprlson~ng morahtyl 

T HE Cartoon Contest of the BIRTH CONTROL 
REVIEW closed October 1st and the cartoon by 

Maur~ce Becker wh~ch won the first prm, of fifty 
dollars, 1s on thls month's cover W~nners of the 
other three prlzes w~l l  be reproduced next month 
They are "Them Salvat~on", by Herb Kruckman, 
($25 00) , "Bound and Gagged", by Nate Colher 
($15 00 and "The Foundhg Basket", by Elhott 
Dold ( d 10 00) A symbohc drawmg by Marad 
Serr~ov rece~ved Honorable Mentlon A very good 
number of artlsts took part m the contest and the 
compet~t~on has had results even among those who 
took no part More than one ar t~s t  has expressed 
Interest and volunteered later on to make a contn- 
butlon to the  REVIEW,^^^-poss~bly by comc~dence, 
but we belleve not-no less than five cartoon~sts 
who knew of the REVIEW Contest have m the last 
slx weeks had cartoons mth a bearmg on Blrth Con- 
trol m the New York papers to whlch they were 
regular contr~butors Perhaps thls md~rect result 
1s best of all, for what we want 1s to get the message 
to the greatest number of people posslble 

T HE HICKMAN CASE 1s no longer m the 
news HIS execution on October 19 brought 

~t to an end But m "The Murder Farm" the story 
of another demented and crlmlnal mother and son 
has taken ~ t s  place Cases of thls type are recur- 
rent, perenn~al All of us can remember far back 
~ n t o  our ch~ldhood a succession of these monstrous 
human belngs They have horr~fied the pubhc and 
dernorahd no small portlon of ~t by arousmg an 
unhealthy curloslty and by pvmg cr~m~nal  sugges- 
hon to a few of weak mtelhgence-one case often 
creatlng the next So Mlr~am van Waters' renew 
of the H~ckman case m the October Swmey-Graph 
1s well worth comment Every one recalls the 
story, the Los Angeles boy of 20 who, takmg Leo- 
pold and Loeb as hls models, strangled a httle glrl, 
and then dissected the body,-a thmg whch he had 
always longed to do But few know the ante- 



cedents of the cilme The boy's mother, it appears, 
had siinllar desires "I hear h ~ s  mother speaking" 
was his father's comment when Edward boasted of 
what he d ~ d  at  the trlal Mrs Hlckman had often 
terrorized her five ch~ldren She was a t  times a 
dangerous manlac and had been for a time confined 
In an Insane asylum Her  mother was known as 
"Crazy Becky" and her fat he^, her grandfather and 
others of her relatives were notor~ously unbalanced, 
thelr dementia in some cases taking the form of fits 
of rage and cruelty Yet this woman was turned 
loose by the Arkansas State Insane Asylum, and 
allowed to become a mother agaln and agaln And 
her greatest dread was childbearing, each preg- 
nancy was an obsession, whlch worked her into ter- 
ror and frenzy She would have welcomed the 
r ~ g h t  to be childless She would hdve preferred not 
to bring Edward H~ckman into the world But 
our laws decree Ignorance of means to prevent such 
a birth, though the babe be doomed by his inherit- 
ance to be an enemy to soclety I n  perpetuating 
such types, society makes itself an accessory to the~r  
crlmes Until soclety removes such posslhilities as 
the Hickman crlme by prevent~ng the hand~ng on 
of manifestly unfit stralns, Miss Van Waters 1s 
quite correct in saylng that "the public is helpless 
in the face of crlme and has not the most elementary 
truth to guide ~t in forming a future defense" 

T HE amalgamation of the BIRTH CONTROL 
REVIEW with a Eugenic periodical is no longer 

an Issue, for the Amer~can Eugenlcs Societv in 
October brought out the first number of ~ t s  own 
periodical The group of letters on this subject in 
thls month's REVIEW will be the last to be published 
The d~scussion has been well worth while, for the 
letters, both those published and those unpublished, 
have brought the B I R ~ H  CONTROL REVIEW ~ n t o  
contact agaln w ~ t h  some friends not heard from for 
a long time They have demonstrated the vital and 
constantly Increasing ~nterest in thls movement 
anlong the best minds m Amerlca It has been like 
a draught of fresh life to those who have long heen 
working for Birth Control to find with what convic- 
tion the wr~ters speak of Birth Control as the most 
vital, practical and fundamental of social efforts 
Because Birth Control seemed of such unique and 
cruc~al importance, the largest s~ngle group of COT- 

respondents sald emphatically "No" to the propo- 

Bzrth Control Revzew 

s ~ t ~ o n  of amalgamation They helleve that the 
~dentlfication w ~ t h  eugenlcs would obscure the eu- 
thenlc, the femlnlst and other objects of Birth Con- 
trol The next largest group could see some vrac- 
tical advantages - such as financial benefits, a 
larger reading public - but expressed grave fears 
that more would he lost than g'lined, that the clear 
cut Birth Control issue-to them a practical eu- 
genic program-would be lost in the more d~ffuse 
and vague eugenlc platform Others again saw 
benefits in amalgamation "on general principles" 
but d ~ d  not feel that they knew enough to adv~se 
A small and emphatic group unqualifiedly urged 
the combination but the "yes" group was much 
smaller than the "noes", and the "noes" taken in 
conjunction w ~ t h  those who doubted, hes~tated or 
felt themselves Incompetent to decide gave a large 
majority in favor of continuing the REVIEW as a 
separate periodical 

A G A I N  we msh to express our gratitude to our 
friends who ha\e sent us letters telling of what 

Birth Control has meant to them m their own fam- 
ily llfe W e  are delighted w ~ t h  the response we 
have received to our appeal for such letters, and we 
earnestly ask that other women and men also will 
make t h ~ s  valuable contribution to an understand- 
mg of the construct~ve and positive slde of Blrth 
Control W e  know by long experience of sad and 
tragic storles sent with pleas of help, what the lack 
of Birth Control has meant in misery and sickness 
Let  us hear now of what ~ t s  pract~ce means m health 
and happy famlhes 

D U R I N G  the comlng winter Mrs Sanger 1s 
planning to make a tour of the Western 

States and to g v e  lectures on behalf of the estab- 
lishment of Birth Control Cl~nics So far only a 
few dates have been arranged, but these dates glve 
an ind~cation of where she w~l l  be at  any given time 
Early in November, she will be m Pennsylvania 
From November 26th through the month of De- 
cember she is planning to be m Cal~foinia, returning 
to New York for the hol~days I n  January she will 
be in Illlnois and Minnesota Organizations desir- 
ous of securing Mrs Sanger can make inquires 
through the American Blrth Control League Head- 
quarters m New York 
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Food and Population 
By E M EAST 

T HE members of the World Population Con- vance W e  can a t  least vlsuallze thls polnt -even 
ference gathered at  Geneva because they real- ~f we can never attaln it - as a sort of gener.tl~/ecl 

ized the extent and the meanlng of the changes maxlmum reached just before the combinetl el101 ts 
occurring during the last generat~on In t h ~ s  l~ t t l e  of society pass Into the era of dlmln~shlng re tu~ns  
terraqueOus globe, which VO1talre The facts being what they are, presumably rioth- 
the lunatic the universe The has mg 1s to be gained by presenting vague pl.ttltlldes 
been pole pole* Its have on the food resources of the world Obv~ously, ariy 

charted* aard-varks zymOgens The effort at  enhancing agricultural effic~ency, unsup- 
seas are with s h l ~ s *  the lands are meshed plemented by populatlon restriction measule5, wlll 
with railroads Our hands, our voices, stretch from bring about no more real improvement In tile sit- 
continent continent We have neigh- uat~on than wlll the furlous exert~ons of the squlr~el 
horsy whether we care be nelghbO1ly Or In a In h ~ s  revolving cage W e  merely rase  more wlie~t 
century of industrial~zation, the populatlon has to feed more men to raise more wheat 
rlsen from 900 mllhon to 1,850 mlll~ons, -an In- There are however certaln concrete problems crease greater than that of any previous whlch demand solut~on, and whlch an Intelnat~on,tl age, slnce the continuous increment a t  the current U n ~ o n  would be more competent to solve tlinn other rate would make a theoretical Adam and Eve con- 
temporary with the great Augustus The popula- 
tion problem, therefore, 1s not a problem to be con- Adequate Stabsbcs Needed 
s~dered In the fullness of time With the world Of first ~mportance, In my est~mat~on, 1s the col 
spotted w ~ t h  arch~pelagoes of untracked mlderness, lectlon of adequate statlstlcs by standardized meth- 
it may not have been a presslng question, to-dav lts ods The International Instttute of Agriculture a t  
claim for publlc recognition cannot be l~ghtly cast Rome 1s admirably fitted to act as a clearlng lior~se 
aside Even the publicists, who treat the matter for such data Though hampered by lack of funds, 
w ~ t h  levlty and contempt, seem to reallze the truth ~t 1s doing an admirable work I cntlclze ne~tlier its 
of thls assertion Thelr feverishly opt~mistlc ex- Ideals, its personnel, nor 1t.s methods Yet the (1.rt.a 
hortat~ons, in and of themselves, show a fear of con- whlch ~t Issues are not sat~sfactory to  the cr1tlc.d- 
sequences In the present trend of affairs that IS mlnded stat~stlc~an Only a few countr~es have rea- 
poorly screened by bluster and bravado Whlle sonably sound systems of agncultural bookkeeping, 
those who study the rap~dly rislng figures in the and these systems, havlng been developed indepen- 
census returns and who keep tally on the d~mm~sh-  dently are not comparable m type or accuracy Tlie 
mng reserves of arable land, they certainly do not data for the rest of the world consist of ind~fferent 
laugh guesses 

The Quesbon Wd Not Solve Itself Each of us can formulate problems whlch might 
be solved ~f comparable agncultural stat~stics for 

The question proposed that a Just the entlre world were made available as speedllv as 
peace between the basic lnstlncts manklndp domestlc and international scandals are spread by 
nutrltlon and reproduction, 1s one which will not various news agencies I mention tllree 
solve Itself, as many people have supposed Such a 
pleaslng eventuality requires a diminishing human There ls likely be a general under-prOduc- 
fecund~ty, for whlch there 1s no evidence I n  fact, of food for years yet each year 
the blologlsts of to-day can find no flaw in Darwin's 1s a glut some localltles and a scarcity In otllers 
conclus~on that civillzat~on enhances fecund~ty A Am I optlmistlc In bellevlng that lf the ni'eas 
sat~sfactory adjustment of these two embattled planted various were If the pros- 
urges can be made only man assumes a social dl- pectlve harvest were accurately forecasted, If tile 
rectlon of his own evolution The ideal 1s an artl- final yields were qulckly and precisely determlnec', 
fic~ally standardized opt~mum of populatlon, where much human misery be 
d~stress and mlsery are a t  the ebb, where sunshme, I feel sure that considerable progress coqld be 
good cheer, and happiness a t  the flood It is a pop- made In avoiding over-product~on and under-pro- 
ulat~on large enough for the efficient product~on duct~on of spec~fic commodit~es, with the resulting 
and distribut~on of the comforts of life, and small extremes of pnce-fluctuation, and In prov~ding I~et- 
enough to perm~t  soclal, ethical, and esthetical ad- ter distribution faclhhes and workable credlt svs- 



terns in districts which happen to be temporarily 
unfortunate 

It might also be possible to study effectively the 
variations in diet, forced by different densities of 
population W e  have some knowledge of the 
proteid-energy ratios required by man and of the 
effects caused by the deficiencies in the vitanuns, 
but we have no precise and comprehensive knowl- 
edge of the advantages and disadvantages of the 
primary and secondary foods in various combina- 
tions And these are practical matters For  ex- 
ample, marked changes are now takmg place m the 
dietary habits of the people of the United States 
Economists view the trend mth  mterest, and are 
able to resolve some of the more important factors 
causmg it Yet the mere observation of past events 
1s not satisfactory It would be more gratifying if 
the experience of the older countries, critically 
evaluated, could be correlated with physiological 
and agricultural knowledge, to serve as the means 
of p d m g  future changes into desirable channels 

World Product1011 

More unportant stdl for the world a t  large is to 
have satisfactory data from which to draw conclu- 
sions as to economc policies m agriculture May I 
call attention to a few comparative statlstlcs re- 
gardmg the productivity per acre and per person 
engaged m agriculture m certam countnes2 

The figures were calculated by investigators m 
the United States Department of Agriculture 

United K~ngdom 
France 
Germany 
Hungary 
Belg~um 
Italy 
Unlted States 

Acrar per 
agncul- 

i u u t  

7 1 
7 3 
7 1 
7 1 
5 3 
4 7 
27 0 

Productson 
8nd8.5 par 
untt are0 

177 
123 
167 
113 
221 
96 
108 

Pmdvctwn 
sndaa par 
# 
t w u t  
126 
90 
119 
80 
117 
45 
292 

These figures are in striking contrast to each 
other Belgum ls the most efficient countrv m 
food production per u n ~ t  area, - h c e  as effic~ent 
as the Umted States The States, on the other 
hand, lead m production per man engaged m agn- 
culture m t h  a figure two and one-half tunes as h ~ g h  
as Belgum and slx and one-half tlmes as h g h  as 
Italy, and these figures are reflected m the wage- 
scales of the various countries 

I feel some embarrassment m presentlug these 
calculations The citizens of the Unlted States are 
too often held up  to the people of Europe as horrid 
examples of pitiable money-chasers who have heen 
fortunate enough to have great stores of natural 
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wealth to be exploited I n  its sinister sense the 
charge is untrue The country is blessed with a re- 
dundancy of natural resources and has not had to 
meet all of the population difficult~es faced by the 
older nations But  there are other new, under- 
populated, rich countries with which invidious 
comparisons might be made The people of the 
United States work short hours and receive high 
wages for one reason only, - because they have 
made machines work for them 

As  my colleague Professor T N Carver has so 
often pomted out, every civihzation of which we 
know anything has been based upon parasitism The 
h e r  things of hfe-art, science, and hterature,- 
ha* been the products of a vicious system, a sys- 
tem of slavery, of peonage, of the exploitation of 
human labor A few favorites of fortune were able 
to cultivate learnmg and beauty because they could 
shift the burdens of existence to other shoulders 
I f  democracy is to guide us successfully to a higher 
civhzation, the machme must be the slave which it 
exploits Only by such an expedient are high wages 
and hght work possible Either we must make m- 
ammate machmes serve us, or we ourselves must 
be madunes 

Now I have not the slightest idea as to  what op- 
portunities exist for machme-power to  take the 
place of man-power m the more densely populated 
countries where every un~t of land must be made to 
g v e  the hlghest possible yield, but I am convinced 
that m no other way can there be any relief for the 
agricultural laborer Either his productiveness 
must go up, or he must work long hours for the 
mere necesslbes of hfe And I am further con- 
vlnced that we can solve thls problem only when we 
are able to study the complete returns from the 
agricultural laborers of the world a t  large 

(To be Comtmed) 

The brtuma- coal, duatry ,  newer abb to practrce 
Bsrth Control, had prmhed, as st hor heedlessly con- 
t$lared to do ever awwe, too many mrma, too many opera- 
tori, too mnng maws, too much c o d  

-The Suroey (N Y ) 

Man has set lumself a task m thls process of splr~tual 
evolution whlch 1s wellnlgh lmposs~ble to perform How 
can he nse to thoughts above h ~ s  matenal welfare, when 
the persistent mcrease of the population makes ~t neces- 
sary for bun to h e  less comfortably and work more 
strenuously than the beasts m the field? Yet out 
of t h s  man IS expected to evolve such moral pnnclples 
as mil hft hlm above the beasts whose condlt~ons of llfr 
are d m t e l y  more to be des~red than hls own 

-From "Mr Battleby Does Somethlng," 
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1 The First Three Months 

0 N M A Y  15th we held the first session of the 
New Jersey Maternal Health Center, estab- 

hshed by the New Jersey Birth Control League on 
a business street In Newark Our first sesslon was a 
very full one for many social agencles had made 
appointments for cllents many weeks ahead With- 

I In six weeks we were holdlng two sesslons a week 
and now after five months operation we are arrang- 
ing for a third Our expenence may thus be bum- 
med up m the words "Steady Progress" A resume 
of the first three months work (May 15-Aug 15) 
shows that 162 treatments were given, of whlch 62 
were follow-ups and 100 new patients These 100 
came from the following sources hospltals, 28. so- 
clal agencles, 13, physicians, 19, friends, 29, Arner- 
ican Birth Control League, 16 

W e  feel that we have reason to rejoice that inore 
than half our patients came through those agencles 
for whose co-operation we have long been strivlng 
Officially and unofficially fourteen agencies are re- 
ferrlng patlents Day by day we are bulldmg u p  
new contacts and hardly a week passes with- 
out some new agency or some new physician 
sending us a patient It has been a long pro- 
cess Fear  and conservatism are slow m break- 
mg down but many hundred phys~cians and social 
workers not yet actively co-operating with us have 
assured us of their sympathy and we know that we 
shall get their help also in tlme W e  are parti2u- 
larly grateful to the hospital social workers who 
afford us opportunities to visit the gynecological 
chmcs and meet the physicians mformally and to  
those board members who afford us an opportunity 
to speak before their boards On these lndiv~dual 
contacts whlch bring us before groups the progress 
of our work largely depends 

Poor Patzents 

More than half our chents have Incomes under 
$25 00 a week Flfty-two percent are charity 
cases, the rest pay something, the amount depend- 
mg on their Income, and pay it gladly The dona- 
tions, which range from twenty-five cents to twen- 
ty-five dollars, are given in a splrit of gratitude and 
w t h  a desire to help other women SIX of our 
familles are entirely supported by charltable organ- 
izatlons and have been so for years, and sadly 
enough these are the very families wh~ch have the 
largest number of children-ranging from seven to 
eleven and numerous dead And they are still 
Voting \\omen 

of the New Jersey Clinic 

There comes to my mind a patient referred by 
one of the leading hospltals m the State She had 
gwen birth to her n ~ n t h  baby and had almost bled 
to death For  weeks they did not know whether 
they could save her I n  the end they dld save her 
life, if it can be called life, for she has been m the 
hospital for nine successive years glving blrth to 
babies, each weaker than the one before and each 
taking more from her The soclal worker who 
brought her earned her Infant, the mother's arms 
were still too feeble W e  seated her in our rocker 
chair and from sheer exhaustion after the hour's 
Imp to the chnlc, she fell asleep She awoke when 
the baby, a slckly creature with a cleft palate, 
started to whme She is st111 after many weeks, of 
a deathl~ke sallow pallor and she looks forty-five, 
though the record reads th~rty-five The famllv m- 
come is $22 00 per week-for a famlly, mlnd you, 
of rune 

A Yzcttm of Dzsease 

There is another patient, a fine strong mtelhqent 
looking woman But her eyes have a hard haunted 
look, her mouth droops She brought her little boy 
wrth her, a handsome little chap were ~t not that 
he lacked an eye, and a tiny SIX weeks old baby 
The mother and chlld were both so unhappily sdent, 
they did not invlte conversation, but they dld invite 
sympathy The soc~al worker who brought her told 
her story What caused that httle boy to loose his 
eye? Syphilis, not that woman nor the father but 
the grandfather on her side The woman dld not 
know ~t until a few months ago The father and 
mother had been dlvorced for many years but the 
mother had never told her the reason and the g r l  
grew up  strong and healthy and marrled a t  twenty 
a mce young chap wlth a decent job They were 
very happy when the first baby came and with the 
second one although lt was a bit soon Then the 
boy began to develop a very sore eye and the woman 
brought him faithfully to a cllnic for many months, 
carrylng the second one and pregnant wlth the 
t h d  Finally she was told that an operation was 
the only thing which would save the other eye, and 
so ~t was taken out About that time she began to 
notice that the second baby dld not walk well and 
the third was alling, and she began to wonder Then 
she took a journey all alone to see her mother and 
came back an unsmihng and a sllent woman She 
is now twenty-five years old 

Picked up  a t  random the records show mlscarrl- 
ages and abortions Both are common but there are 
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twlce as many abortions as mlscarrlages One Thls story has a sequel The other day Mr  B 
learns not to be shocked too severely but one re- sent one of h ~ s  men to fix our files H e  was a nlce 
turns these records to the files with a heavy heart young chap about twenty-five, but he acted a blt 
They are the sllent drama-sad tales never told ex- strangely and lnjlsted that we 'phone M r  B per- 
cept ~n the lnt~macy of the clln~c sonally and tell hlm about the files, etc So we dld 

Funny thlngs happen occasionally to l~ghten the 
gloom One of our first patrents came while we 
were movlng m Before the cllnlc had officrally 
opened ~ t s  doors the workers heard a voice, an un- 
m~stakable fore~gn vo l e  "Ees dees dee Blrjsh 
Kontrol beesmess?" I n  the doorway stood a young 
woman, referring to a dlrty plece of paper for the 
address W e  assured her ~t was and an appnlnt- 
ment was promlsed for our first sesslon W e  were 
s blt curlous to know how thls woman came to know 
we were here for no notlces have been sent out yet 
"Meester B " she replled and she added "Hee 
ees your furnltjure men" And the p~cture of Mr  
B dawned on us, a genlal llttle Jew, w ~ t h  a qulck 
shrewd smlle and a keen sense for buslness H e  
had congratulated us so heart~ly for openlng such a 
fine ofice, that taklng advantage of hls enthusiasm, 
we begged another reduction on the cham and he 
actually knocked twenty-five cents off Of course 
Mr B was our furniture man and our frlend too, 
and the woman added "Meester B ees my 
furnltjure men too, but he make me buy too heeg 
table I tell heem I cannot pay My husband save 
and he not makes so much and we got five keeds 
already M r  B he say, 'There wee1 bee no more 
keeds for you I know a fine beesmess downtc wnl' 
And he wrote me dee adress " Qulte a blt amused 
we asked ~f he sold her the "beeg" table, and the 
reply came as we expected "Sjure Ma'm, vat can I 
do Hee ees such a mce man " 

and after a few remarks there came over the wlre 
"Mrss Hart ,  that man there he 1s a patlent for 

you " I almost dropped the 'phone Here stood the 
young man, blushlng furiously and looklng very 
sheeprsh The telephone went on "I mean the 
wlfe of course She 1s havlng her fourth k ~ d  already 
She 1s in the hospltal now Catch her when she 
comes out or by God, he wlll be asklng me for 
another RAISE!" So Mrs - had her appolnt- 
ment SIX weeks from date of lntervlew and M r  B 
IS a good frlend of the clln~c for llfe! 

Days of gladness, days of sadness Orderly cllnlc 
days when the procession passes steadlly lnto the 
trny room where the record 1s taken by Mrss Ha r t  
or the nurse, Mrs D Shaw and thence to  D r  Helen 
Mlller's consulting room Hectlc ones when the 
pat~ents come too fast and our pretty llttle waiting 
room and the st111 smaller room for play are allnost 
too full for comfort One of these was a dav In 
summer when the skles began to weep torrents and 
none of the mothers anxlous to get home had an 
umbrella Two Itallan youngsters were screaming 
a t  the top of thelr vorces whlle then shoes were be- 
lng removed, whlch were too llttle for t h e l ~  feet and 
only worn for thls blg occaslon I n  the whlte crlb 
lay three bables, two chocolate colored ones In the 
brightest of brlght plnks and a tlny llttle whlte one, 
asleep and bhssfully unaware of elther the rum1)llng 
of the thunder or of race and color What 1% an 
overcrowded waltmg room after all but a proof that 
we are needed 2 

The Tragedy of the British Miners 
A Problem of Local Over-Population* 

4 month of July, 1928, will stand out pronu- 
nently in every future soclal hlstory of Great THE 

Brltaln I n  thls month the adm~sslon was for the 
first tlme frankly made, in officlal documents and 
mlnlsterlal speeches, that our Island 1s overpopu- 
lated It IS not a conclusion wh~ch a natron reaches 
lrghtly I t  lmplles a pessrmlstic estlmate of the 
future of our baslc lndustr~es It means that m 
competltlon with our neighbors we have ceased to 
be sanylne  about our ablllty to recover our alne- 
teenth-century preeminence as "the workshop of the 
world " Successlr e governments have clung to every 

*Passages from an artlele hy H N Bra~lsford In The New Rspublre 

posslble explanation of our trade depression which 
mlght postpone thls dreaded conclusion But 
a t  last the facts are belng faced, and even Mr Bald- 
wln, whose funct~on In our publ~c llfe 1s to preach 
falth, hope and chanty, has abandoned the theory 
of a cycl~cal or temporary depress~on That ad- 
mlrable form of stupidity whlch refuses to know 
when ~t IS beaten may expla~n our curious delay In 
coming to thls concluslon ~t has ~ t s  merlts on the 
battlefield, but in t h ~ s  social crlsls ~t has wronght 
disaster, for ~t has postponed the radlcal effort of 
reconstructron whlch alone can arrest a slow pro- 
cess of decllne 

Two events have dated our conversion The 
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monthly figures of unemployment are slowly rls- 
mg, they have fals~fied official forecasts, and one 
must now reckon w ~ t h  1,200,000 as the total burden 
of unemployment E t e n  t h ~ s  figure understates the 
facts The other event was the publicat~on of a 
bulky report from the three Commiss~oners who, 
slnce January, have been studylng the problem of 
transferr~ng the surplus labor of the depressed 
trades to other employment M r  MacDonald has 
described it as the report of "three men in despair," 
and the phrase reflects fairly enough what most of 
us felt after readmg lt Thls ment, a t  least, 
the report possesses it has forced the Cablnet and 
Parliament to bow to its ruthless presentat~on of 
the facts 

central tragedy IS, of course, the s~tuation 
T ? & e  coal mlnes There can no longer be a 
doubt that we have 200,000 mlners who mll  never 
again go down Into a p ~ t  It IS w ~ t h  thelr prospects 
that the report IS ch~efly concerned, but ~t warns us, 
w~thout attempting any est~mate In figures, that 
sh~p-budding, the won-and-steel trade and "heavy" 
engineering have also them permanent surplus of 
superfluous hands No one doubts thls dlagnosls 
In ~ t s  applicat~on to the coal mines The world's 
demand for coal is slowly d~mlnlsh~ng, year by year, 
wh~le new fields m the Domin~ons and m Asla are 
steadlly n~bbling a t  our export totals There are 
valleys In South Wales whlch will never agaln see 
the w~nding-wheel turn a t  the p~t-head, the blanket 
of smoke wlll l ~ f t  from the slate roofs of then 
crowded cottages, and on the slopes of the moun- 
tam-walls that hem them In, the larch and the plne 
wlll strike then roots agaln Already, In Scotland 
and elsewhere, the poorer pits have been perma- 
nently sealed, and them owners (but not thew work- 
ers), compensated from a mutual pool I n  propor- 
tion as the cotton and englneerlng trades overcome 
the stubborn ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l ~ s m  of their masters, and 
resort to combination and "rational~zation," the 
same process of concentrat~on whlch mll  brlng se- 
cur~ ty  to the ma~orlty of thelr "hands," wlll forbld 
an appreciable mlnor~ty to hope again For  
"rationalization" means, of course, both the clos- 
lng of Inefficient concerns, and the adopt~on, In the 
rest, of labor-savmg macheery 

The third of the b ~ g  symptomat~c events of our 
eloquent July has just happened on the rallways 
The men are admirably organized, and the "key" 
grades, espec~ally the locomotive engmeers, have 
occas~onally sl~own a somewhat reckless mllltancy 
Yet they have just accepted an all-round "cut" In 
wages of 2 5 percent The men's surrender was 
doubtless inevitable, and they acted w~sely In spar- 
mg themselves and the country the misery and loss 

of a confilct whlch could have had but one result 
Yet one shudders as one reads the congratulat~ons 
of the press on them "patnotic sacrifice " For the 
rallways, penetrating everywhere, set a nat~onal 
standard In wages, for vlllage and town ahke, and 
one fears that Industry after Industry wlll now ap- 
proach its employees, w ~ t h  arguments of varylng 
plausibility, and mvite them to follow the good ex- 
ample of the rallwaymen "Rationahzat~on," which 
a t  the best proceeds very slowly In ~ t s  battle mth In- 
div~duahsm, may In the long run brlng w ~ t h  ~t some 
lower~ng of commod~ty prlces, but lt may not mean 
a rlse In real wages 

A S T I N G  about for trades whlch m~ght  absorb C the 2OO.000 unemployed mmers, the Commis- 
sion could not reckon on any general expansion m 
other trades There IS no expanding home market, 
and the whole struggle is to retaln our imperilled 
foreign trade They see no hope m agriculture for 
$0 train and equlp a mlner to run a small farm 
would be an ~mposslbly costly venture They do 
adv~se a modest resort to "forest holdmgs," whlch 
require a much smaller cap~tal, smce the occupant 
galns his llvlng partly as a wage-earner m plant- 
ing, felling and sawlng, and only partly as a hus- 
bandman They concentrate t he~ r  attent~on 
on the possibll~t~es of m~gra t~on  and em~gration, 
and assuredly, In those coal fields whlch are near- 
mg exhaustion, t h ~ s  plainly IS the only hope 

The peculiar~ty of our ~ndus t r~a l  s~tuation IS that 
the really grave unemployment IS local, though ~t 
IS concentrated In some of our most populous re- 
glons But whlle no less than 60 percent of the 
Insured workers of Merthyr In South Wales are un- 
employed, only 5 percent of the worklng popula- 
t ~ o n  of London IS m that case There are dtstr~cts 
m the Mldlands whlch show an even lower per- 
centage, while Northumberland, Durham and the 
Welsh mining count~es have from 19 to 23 percent 
of thelr workers unemployed Much of the un- 
employment m London IS easlly endured-lt lasts 
but a few weeks that of the miners IS permanent 
and hopeless The report mslsts, agaln and agam, 
that these men are In character and capac~ty a t  least 
up to the average level of English working men 
They are not the meffic~ent, or the "work-shy " A n  
old pit closes down, and fate descends on an entire 
vlllage Nor IS ~t even the case that the old or 
the elderly prevail among them There are youths, 
demoralized by compulsory Idleness before they 
have acqulred the hab~ t  of work young men w ~ t h  
growlng famil~es who see no hope e~ther for them- 
selves or them children, as well as the elderly and 
the m~ddle-aged, who wlll not easlly learn another 
trade 
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HE Comrmss~on appeals to the good wdl of T employers to remember the due need of the 
rmners The government has created t ramng cen- 
ters to teach new trades both to boys and adults It 
tries to argue (and theoretically its case may be 
sound) that even where there IS already In a county 
outs~de the coal fields an unemployment percentage 
of 5 or 7, ~t may be poss~ble to brmg m labor from 
outs~de wlthout ~n jus t~ce  to the local population 
But the new mdustry which seeks a d a g e  slte is 
often keenly ahve to the fact that villagers have no 
t r a d ~ t ~ o n  of organizat~on, and are not exacting m 
thew standards of pay Mlners have a herehtary 
~ n s t ~ n c t  for comb~nat~on Funds wdl be ava~lable 
to asslst these men w ~ t h  loans to meet the expenses 
of removal But, r~ghtly or wrongly, these plans 
have not quickened the natlon's pulse 

There remalns the poss~billty of emgration to the 
Dormnlons Here, too, the government has ~ t s  
plans, and IS prepared to spend apprec~able sums 
of money 60 aid the mmers It mll tram them 
through the w~nter  on Engllsh farms, and then, not 
only w l l  ~t advance thew passage to Canada, but 
~f they can save $500 durmg two years at hired 
labor, ~t wdl asslst them to acqulre farms But t h s  
scheme, even if all goes well, mll not remove more 
than 10,000 adult mmers, though m t h  women and 
chddren ~t may mclude 21,000 persons m ~ t s  bene- 
fits There 1s also the plan to ass~st 10,000 men, of 

whom many or most mll be mmers, to go t h ~ s  gear 
to Canada for the harvest, and some of these may 
remam, though they mll find when them harveqtlng 
IS over the labor market a t  its lowest seasonal ebb 
But both m the Report and in Mr  Baldwin's 
speech, one hears a pa~nfully audible note of d ~ s -  
dluslonment over the possiblhtles of em~grat~on 
The rest of the government's scheme 1s des~gned to 
stave off the lmmlnent bankruptcy of the coal 
trade it can do nothmg for thls surplus labor 

At t h ~ s  po~n t  hlstory breaks off, and Intelligent 
ant~c~pation begns The ch~ef data m our problem 
have been stated for us w ~ t h  an illuminating clear- 
ness m the month of July-the permanent surplus 
m our work~ng populat~on, the d~fficulty of devls- 
mg any scheme of emigrat~on wh~ch w ~ l l  work 
quickly or on an adequate scale, the gradual adop- 
t ~ o n  of "rationahzatlon" and combmation the 
refusal to enter lnto Cont~nental comb~nations to 
restnct mternational compet~t~on, and the conse- 
quent adherence to a pol~cy of low wages The 
rapld decllne of the b~rth-rate, through the general 
adoption of Blrth Control, wdl ease the problem of 
population as the years go f n  even Mr  Baldwm, 
Cbnservative and Churchman though he IS, dwelt 
on thls element of hope But even on t h ~ s  reckon- 
mg, a generat~on of dficulty, whch for a large 
part of the workmg class means tragedy, hes be- 
fore us 

,4 Child is Born 
A Lilhputian angel, she 
Sleeps often, very quietly 
Our love has flowered In her f a ~ t h  - 
Quietly she draws her breath, 
She trusts hfe, and lets hfe make 
The rosy strength to whch she'll wake 

A bud of the B u m n g  Bush of God, 
She finds the earth both good-and odd 
Dainty smiles go out and m, 
Making dmples of her c h n  
Those consc~ous vlolets, her eyes, 
Are subtle, mnocent, and wise, 
Yet they are scarcely probatory - 
Still bhnded mth the clouds of glory 
Her volce Ah, I remember, I, 
The first time that I heard her cry 
For  hours I had stood alone 
Wlshmg I were not flesh but stone, 
Waiting - near paln I could not share - 
The confirmation of despalr 
Suddenly, mid the stir and moan 

I heard a sound I'd never known - 
A httle, sudden, angry squeak 
(As when a squeezed doll tnes t o  speak ) 
Perhaps she'll slng In years to be 
That  squeak was music's haght t o  me 
And now mth coo, and grunt, and cry, 
She tnes to tell me what and why 

And her small petalled hands can hold 
Ail my heart m them soft fold 

Oh, all the pnde I ever had, 
All the great thlngs that made me glad, 
Shrlvel before this tiny bud 
Whose mystlc roots are in my blood 1 

One Wise Man ( f i e  those anclent three) 
I kneel t o  God revealed t o  me 
I lay before her innocence 
Love's myrrh, and gold, and frankincense, 
I leave the IM where was no room 
And In the humble manger's gloom 
I worshlp, holy and apart, 
Tlus star that stands above my heart 
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Is Marriage a Failure? 
Factors that Influence Success in Marriage 

T H I S  month Albert and Charles Bonl are bnng- 
mg  out "A Research In Marnage" by G V 

Harmlton, M D D r  Hamilton's study ~s the first 
of the klnd In America It was made durectly from 
prlmary sources by mtervlew wlth the two hundred 
subjects (100 women and 100 men) and ~t IS, as 
nearly as 1s humanly possible, an objective presenta- 
bon of subjective facts The findlngs are e v e n  m 
tabular form m the words of the subjects themselves 
and the conclusions are drawn from thew testimony 

W e  are permitted by the publ~shers to  q110te 
from page proof part of D r  Hamilton's summary, 
m respect to the success or failure of the manage,  
the relatlon of success or fallure to experlenws m 
mfancy and childhood and the need for a much 
larger scale study of the subject, conducted mth- 
out moral or Intellectual prejud~ce 

"Whether," reads this interest~ng summary, "we 
are considermg the general congen~allty of spouses 
or thew ablbty to effect wholesome manta1 selr ad- 
justments, the ~nstltutlon of marriage has fared 
rather better (m this research) than m g h t  have 
been expected W e  find, for example, that 96 of 
the 200 spouses were rated by the exammer as hav- 
ing &closed a reasonable degree of satlsfachon 
mth then mar~tal  ventures The subjects them- 
selves gave us lnore optlmlstlc figures 109 of them 
stated that thelr marriages were successful A stlll 
more lmpresslve total was secured when 200 were 
asked, "If by some mracle you could press a button 
and f k d  that you had never been mamed to vour 
spouse, would you press that button?" One hun- 
dred and twenty-elght of them sald "No" mthout 
quaMcat~on, and only 28 sald, w~thout hedgng, 
that they would press the button One hundred and 
fifty-one of the spouses s a ~ d  that they would msh 
to  remarry d they were free Only 13 of the 200 
sald "No" mthout quaMwtion 

An Indrctment of Parents 

When we come to  the more specifically sexual 
problems of marriage we find that, whereas, only 
36 of the 100 women hnd been able to have the nor- 
mal, typical orgasm durlng the first year of mam- 
age, thls number had Increased to 54 a t  the tlme of 
their examnat~on Thls somewhat unexpected 
findlng suggests that, m splte of the staleness whlch 
IS hkely to enter mto any klnd of relatlonshlp be- 
tween two human beings after they have been con- 
stantly together for more than a year, prolongat~on 
of the spousal tle beyond this per~od IS more hkely 

to be favorable than unfavorable to a woman's 
chances of overcommg the adkerse sex cond~tion- 
mgs of her pre-manta1 llfe 

When we turn to the records of the present re- 
search we find that the evldence lmpresslvely sums 
up  to an lnd~ctment of what parents and soc~ety 
commonly do to the mdlv~dual In thelr efforts to so- 
c~ahze h ~ s  sex impulsions There is also consider- 
able evldence m support of the poss~bility that m 
many famllies the sons and daughters are so af- 
fected by t he~ r  parents that when adult hfe ~s 

reached no conceivable mode of prolonged and mtl- 
mate relat~onshp wlth a person of the oppos~te sex 
1s hkely to end otherwise than d~sastrously Tak- 
mg the evldence as ~t falls Into complex mdlvldual 
psychodynam~c patterns, one cannot escape some 
q u ~ t e  defin~te convlctlons on thls subject Let  us 
consider, for example, the case of a gwl whose 
mother has kept her convinced from l n f a n ~  on- 
ward that the father 1s an unworthy or an Inferior 
person, or that of the boy whose mother has unmt- 
tmgly t r ~ e d  to find m h ~ m  the satisfaction of a love- 
hunger whch her lnhibltlons wlll not pernut her 
to seek m her husband Thls grl 's name 1s legon, 
and so IS the boy's The odds are heavlly agamst 
elther the boy or the girl ever llvmg contentedly 
mth  a mate M o l f y  the existmg mnstityt~on of 
marrlage m any way you choose, or do away with ~t 
altogether, and still such v~ctuns of the "terrible 
mother" mll  find thelr problems unsolved One 
nught as hopefully undertake to prevent typho~d 
fever by mventmg more comfortable beds for those 
who are already stricken to 11e m 

"Somethzng Wrmg" 

I hold no bnef either for or agalnst the mstitu- 
t ~ o n  of marr~age-how can anybody know ~ t s  de- 
fects as a mode of relatlonsh~p for mtelhgently 
reared persons untll ~t 1s t r ~ e d  out wlth an mteh-  
gently reared generation? It does not work toler- 
ably well for a ser~ously large percentage of Amen- 
can men and women, but, as our stud~es suggest, 
they are probably for the most part cripples whose 
deformities of psychodynamic organ~zation are 
easlly overlooked by the untrained observer "There 
must be something wrong with that mce chap's 
mfe or he wouldn't be contemplating dmorce," was 
once s a ~ d  to me The obvlous retort (whlch had to 
be mthheld for professional reasons) would have 
been, "If you knew hls mother, you would advocate 
a law forbiddmg hu  marrlage to  any woman as stern- 
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ly as the leper IS forbidden a domicile with those 
who are untainted " 

It is easy to fall into the error of assuming that, 
because our efforts to direct the psychosexual de- 
velopment of children and to regulate by law and 
social convention the sex lives of adults are charge- 
able with a vast amount of human misery, a &a- 
metrically opposite policy--or a t  least a radically 
different one-ought to be adopted This is the 
familiar fallacy of assuming that we need only re- 
verse a bad procedure in order to have a good one 
I f  I were not discussing human sex problems, it 
would be a very trite thing, indeed, to say that no 
kind of human impulsion can be permitted to ex- 
press itself without reference to various biological 

and sociological expediencies, and that the sex im- 
pulsion is no exception to this rule Such expedi- 
encies, whether they relate to hungers for non- 
sexual mdividual advantage or to the sex hunger, 
must be given effective recognition in tuitional im- 
positions which affect the immature perlods of life 
and in the laws and conventions that aim a t  the 
regulation of adult conduct I t  is unllkely that a 
safe definition of these exped~enues can be arrlved 
a t  otherwise than by the realistic methods of sclen- 
tific research A t  any rate, the task must not be 
approached in the splrit of the advocate with loval- 
ties directed for or against particular religious be- 
llefs or semi-speculative, quasi-scientific psychiatric 
doctnnes 

The Motherhood of Isadora Duncan 
The Great Dancer Describes Her Experiences 

I SADORA DUNCAN, the great dancer whose 
life was published after her sudden death last 

spnng* cannot be taken as an example of the old 
fashioned woman, motherly because she was edu- 
cated to a career of motherhood She was the anti- 
thes~s of this, a woman modern even beyond her 
generation I n  her search for happiness and self- 
realization she llved a life much like that of a male 
artist, yet unlike him, maternity was to her an 
essential part of self-realization Underlying the 
search for happiness was a desire for children so 
strong that she faced maternity three times, though 
her first child was carried and brought into the 
world with great suffering I n  a remarkable pass- 
age she describes both her suffermg and the love that 
filled her during pregnancy She writes 

W A S  mostly alone with the sea and the dunes I and the child, who seemed already to have a 
great, strong impatience to enter the world 

"As I walked beside the sea, I sometimes felt an 
excess of strength and prowess, and I thought t h s  
creature would be mne, mine alone, but on other 
days, when the sky was grey and the cold North 
Sea waves were angry, I had sudden, slnking 
moods, when I felt myself some poor a m a l  m a 
- 
*My Life, by Ieadora Duncan, Boru & L~venght, New York 

rmghty trap, and I struggled with an overwhelming 
deslre to escape, escape Where? Perhaps even 
mto the rmdst of the sullen waves I struggled 
agamst such moods and bravely overcame them, 
nor did I ever let any one suspect what I felt, but 
nevertheless, such moods were waiting for me a t  odd 
hours, and were difficult to avoid Also I thought 
that most people were receding from me I could 
thlnk less and less of my art, and was only absorbed 
m this fearful monstrous task which had fallen 
to me, t h s  maddenmg, joy-givmg, pam-givmg 
mystery 

"In August there came to  stay with me a nurse 
She was a great comfort From now on, I confess, 
I began to be assailed with all sorts of fears I n  
valn I told myself that every woman had children 
My grandmother had eighc My mother had four 
It was all in the course of hfe, etc I was, never- 
theless, conscious of fear Of what? Certainlv not 
of death, nor even of pam-some unknown fear, of 
what I did not know 

"August waned September came My burden 
had become very heavy Villa Maria was perched 
on the dunes One mounted by a flight of almost 
one hundred steps Often I thought of my danc- 
mg, and sometimes a fierce regret for my Ar t  as- 
sailed me But then I would feel three energetic 
klcks, and a form t u r m g  mthm me I would s~lllle 
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and thmk, after all, what is Ar t  but a famt mirror 
of the Joy and M~racle of L ~ f e l  

O R E  A N D  MORE my lovely body bulged 
under my aston~shed gaze My hard little 

breasts grew large and soft and fell My nimble 
feet grew slower, my ankles swelled, my h ~ p s  were 
pa~nful Where was my lovely, youthful Naiad 
form? Where my ambltlon? My fame? Often, in 
splte of myself, I felt very m~serable and defeated 
T h ~ s  game w ~ t h  the giant l ~ f e  was too much But 
then I thought of the ch~ld to come, and all such 
pa~nful thoughts ceased 

"Helpless, cruel hours of wa~ting In the night, 
lylng on the left side, the heart 1s smothered, turn- 
mg on the r ~ g h t  side, st111 no comfort, finally lving 
on the back, always a prey to the energy of the 
child, trying wlth one's hands pressed on the swell- 
mg body to glve a message to the child Cruel hours 
of tender walt~ng in the n ~ g h t  What seems count- 
less n~ghts  passlng l ~ k e  t h ~ s  With what a prlce we 
pay for the glory of motherhood 

"We were all s ~ t t ~ n g  a t  tea one afternoon, when 
I felt a thud as if some one had pounded me In the 
m~ddle of the back, and then a fearful pam, as ~f 
some one had put a glmlet ~ n t o  my splne and was 
t r y ~ n g  to break ~t open From that moment the 
torture began, as  ~f I ,  poor v ~ c t ~ m ,  were m the 
hands of some m~ghty and plt~less execut~oner No 
sooner had I recovered from one assault than an- 
other began Talk about the Span~sh Inqmsit~on! 
No woman who has borne a ch~ld would have to fear 
~t It must have been a m ~ l d  sport ln comparison Re- 
lentless, cruel, knowing no release, no p ~ t y ,  t h ~ s  
terrible, unseen genle had me m his gnp, and was, 
m continued spasms, tearlng my bones and my 
smews apart They say such suffer~ng 1s soon for- 
gotten All I have to reply 1s that I have onlv to 
shut my eyes and I hear agaln my shrleks and 
groans as they were then, hke somethmg encirclmg 
me apart from myself 

I T I S  unheard-of, unc~v~hzed barbarism, that any 
woman should still be forced to bear such mon- 

strous torture It should be remedied It should 
be stopped It is simply absurd that w ~ t h  our mod- 
ern saence, pa~nless ch~ldbjrth does not ex~s t  as a 
matter of course It 1s as unpardonable as ~f doc- 
tors should operate for appendlc~tls w~thout an an- 
aesthetic! What  unholy pat~ence, or lack of In- 
telhgence, have women m general that they should 
for one moment endure t h ~ s  outrageous massacre 
of themselves? 

"For two days and two n~ghts  thls unspeakable 
horror contmued And, on the thlrd mornmg, t h ~ s  
absurd doctor brought out an immense pair of 
forceps and, mthout an anaesthet~c of any sort, 
achieved the butchery I suppose that, perhaps, 
mth the exception of be~ng pinned underneath a 
railway tram, noth~ng could posslbly resemble what 
I suffered Don't let me hear of any Woman's 
Movement or Suffragette Movement until wornen 
have put an end to thls, I belleve, wholly useless 
agony, and ms~s t  that the operation of childbirth, 
l ~ k e  other operat~ons, shall be made pa~nless 'and 
endurable 

"What Insane superstition stands m the wev of 
such a measure? What lackadaisical, crlmlnal inat- 
tention? Of course one can reply that all women 
don't suffer to this degree No, ne~ther do the Red 
Indlans, the peasants or the Afr~can Negroes But 
the more clv~l~zed the woman, the more fearful the 
agony, the useless agony For  the sake of the CIVI- 

hzed woman, a c ~ v ~ l ~ z e d  remedy to t h ~ s  horror should 
be found 

E L L ,  I d ~ d  not d ~ e  because of it No, I dldn't 
W d l e - n o r  does the poor vrctim taken timely 
from the rack And then, you may say, when I saw 
the baby I was repa~d Yes, certamly I had a con- 
summate joy, but nevertheless I tremble w~ th  m- 
d~gna t~on  even today when I thmk of what I en- 
dured, and of what many women vlct~ms endure 
through the unspeakable egot~sm and blmdnew of 
men of sclence who permt such at roc~t~es  when they 
can be remed~ed 

"Ah, but the baby! The baby was aston~shlng, 
formed hke a Cup~d, w ~ t h  blue eyes and long, 
brown ha~r ,  that afterwards fell out and gave place 
to golden curls And, mracle of mracles, that 
mouth sought my breast and b ~ t  m t h  toothless 
gums, and pulled and drank the m l k  that gushed 
forth What mother has ever told the feellng when 
the babe's mouth bites a t  her nipple, and the mllk 
gushes from her breast? 

"Dur~ng  the first weeks, I used to he long hours 
w ~ t h  the baby in my arms, watchmg her asleep, 
somet~mes catchlng a gaze from her eyes, feehng 
very near the edge, the mystery, perhaps the knowl- 
edge of IAlfe T h ~ s  soul m the newly created hod7 
which answered my gaze w ~ t h  such apparently old 
eyes-the eyes of Eternity-gazmg ~ n t o  mine w ~ t h  
love Love, perhaps, was the answer of all What  
words could descr~be t h ~ s  joy? What  wonder that 
I, who am not a wr~ter, cannot find any words a t  
all!" 
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Why People Have Small Farnilies- 
Birth Control, Constructive not Destructive 

These letters show that B ~ r t h  Control ts not the destmtrae force whwh m U  depolnJate the cumtry 
that rt IS represented to be by on. opponents On the contrary, m aery many famhes the exercrre of Barth 
Control as not only necessary from the p o d  of mew of the m o t h d s  health and the father's power of earn- 
a~&g I t  w d s o  wcessary m or&r that chaldren may be conceaaed w h  8t ts posorbh to blvrrg them to barth 
and to ensure them a hentage of mental and physwal health W r t h t  Barth Controdone chrld or none 

-o+ perhaps too many Wtth Bzrth Control, a planned famzly 

A Tragic Need 
Oh10 

My first and only ch~ld was born fifteen years ago He 
was an accident, conceived because I knew no effic~ent 
methods of contraception and born when I was not pre- 
pared to care for h ~ m  properly By one of those unac- 
countable mschances, perhaps of pregnancy, perhaps go- 
mg farther back, he was born mth a glandular defictency 
and was always a "spec~al chld" Loved t o  idolatry by 
all h ~ s  famly both on account of h ~ s  handlcap and on ac- 
count of the pecullar charm that 1s character~stic of such 
chldren, not only those dlrectly respons~ble for h ~ m  but 
hls other relat~ves put all they had-whlch was not much 
-at h ~ s  d~sposal He was gven the very special and 
expenslve education he needed, but this left noth~ng for 
other ch~ldren In  the years after h ~ s  blrth, Blrth Con- 
trol made ~t poss~ble to gve  h ~ m  what he needed, but I 
have always felt that, pven Blrth Control a t  the nght  
tune fifteen years ago, he himself mlght have had a better 
c h a n c e f o r  who knows how much the mental shock of an 
inopportune pregnancy may have affected him?-and 
that he nnght, as the years went on, have had the com- 
pa~uonshlp of a httle slster or a brother o r  both 

B 

Life or Death 
New York 

When I told my famlly phys~c~an  that I was about to 
marry he warned me to keep free from pregnancy for sev- 
eral years 

I had been batthng wlth tuberculos~s and had ~ u s t  re- 
covered from an operat~on When I asked hun what I 
should do, his reply was so vague that ~t meant noth~ng to 
me Consequently a few months after marriage, I was in 
the condltlon he warned me aga~nst  That was over 
twenty years ago I said I wanted ten ch~ldren, so I de- 
c~ded to devote myself to the task of golng through the 

Thls I d ~ d  and a fine healthy boy was born, but I was a 
wreck, and for four years it was a toss up whether I should 
be able t o  l~ve through the next day o r  not My boy kept 
well and I was aIlglous t o  get well to pve  hun a compnnlon 
and as  soon as  I was out of danger I went voluntarily 
into pregnancy agaln SIX yeam later another boy was 
born and reahnng the lack of compamonsh~p when ages 
are too far  apart  I resolved to have another baby as soon 
as my condlt~on would allow ~t 

Consequently twenty months after the birth of the sec- 
ond boy a grl was born Then for a year ~t looked as If 
the three chlldren would be left motherless any day, and 
my doctor sald he would not confine me agaln He  was 
very klnd and gave me senslhle Birth Control adv~ce wh~ch 
I followed My dream of hanng ten ch~ldren had to be 
abandoned I dec~ded t o  make every effort to get my 
health back agaln and to develop myself and t o  grow mth  
the three ch~ldren I now had We were constant com- 
panlons and they have grown closer in confidence and In 
love as they have grown up I have been able to have m- 
terests outs~de the home and to contnbute tlme and d o r t  
to those Interests My chlld~en are In college and I am 
glad to express my thanks to the Blrth Control Movement 
for the knowledge made available to mothers S 

Life and Dreams 
New Jersey 

It was always the dream of my g~rlhood days to have 
a nice fam~ly of five children-three boys and two g~rls- 
and when we "played house" t h ~ s  was ~ t s  size The boys 
were much the more deslred and when I thnk now of the 
ones that dld not mature and come t o  b~r th ,  I feel that 
t h s  family longed and planned for are still mlne 

Harold and I marned as the cuhtnatlon of a school- 
days love, mth  no suggesttons from our dear, old fash- 
ioned famhes about restnct~ng b~r ths  to the slze of our 



lncome The pay of a young Electr~cal Englneer was 
m~ghty small twenty-five years ago, but we were too happy 
t o  worry-and when we found that our first baby was to 
be born w~thln the first year of marned hfe, we were just 
aghast but accepted ~t In the same carefree way After 
the baby g ~ r l  was born, we well reahzed that another fol- 
low~ng soon would mean the bbghtlng of all our plans 
for estabhshlng our home So  we asked our dear old 
doctor to help us w ~ t h  methods 1 I fear he knew less than 
we dld However, determ~natlon and common sense en- 
abled us to perfect contracept~ve methods and we wa~ted 
three years before planmng another baby T h ~ s  res~~lted 
In a mlscarrlage Three years afterwards our second glrl 
was born-then In three years another mlscarr~age and 
finally a darhng boy three years later who could only stay 
mth us for a day Then we dec~ded that our famlly of 
two healthy g ~ r l s  was qulte suffic~ent What would have 
happened had the fam~ly planned for by carefree young 
parents matenahzed, when the burden of them educat~on 
was thrown on me d u r ~ n g  the first ch~ld's sophomore year 
a t  college, I pale to thlnk of Gwen a normal chance, 
m t h  mcreasmg prospenty of the father, all would have 
been well But fate decreed that thew father could not 
hve to help 

My second g r l  1s In her sophomore year a t  college now 
and by p u t t ~ n g  my shoulder t o  the wheel these two w~ll be 
educated and a cre&t to the world-I hope-lnstead of 
five ch~ldren half prepared for 11fe 

S 

A Happy Family 
New York 

Our modern llves are so very complicated and exact- 
mg that ~t always seems to me surpr~slng that we do not 
~ s h  to adopt the &scovenes of modern sclence that w~l l  
add to the sum of human happ~ness, and help both our- 
selves and our fellow belngs Of all these dlscovenes, 
sclentlfic Birth Control seems to me the most obv~ous and 
the most helpful May I tell you how lntelhgent control 
worked out In one case? 

When I marrled I was fundamentally healthy but very 
much run down, nervous, and terrlbly underwe~ght My 
famlly physlclan adv~sed my husband and me not t o  have 
a c111ld u n t ~ l  I was In better cond~t~on, and so we declded 
to w a ~ t  for the httle baby that we both wanted 

When I look back upon that year and a half In whlch 
my husband and 1 hved only for  each other, I msh that 
every young couple could have a s d a r  expcrlenee We 
have mutual Interests We worked together and we played 
together, and reveled In our glonous compan~onshlp 

On account of the happy and peaceful con&tlons mder  
wh~ch I l~ved durlng that first year and a half of marrled 
life I was soon In excellent shape We now have a per- 
fectly darllng baby boy SIX months old, whom my husband 
and I adore Only the other day the doctor examlned b 

and I had the sa t~sfact~on of hearlng that he had a strong 
heart, strong lungs, hard bones, splend~d back ana legs, 
and that he was, tn fact, a "perfect baby" As for baby's 
mother, she 1s stronger now than she ever was before 

Of course pract~slng B ~ r t h  Control has been so success- 
ful for us up-to-date that there 1s no doubt about the 
future After the long penod occupled wlth hav~ng a 
baby, my husband and I are once more enjoylng bemg 
able to do thlngs together We expect t o  walt a httle 
whlle and then have other chlldren and we hope t o  brlng 
them ~ n t o  the world mth fine phys~que, so that they mll 
have every opportunity of growlng Into fine useful cltlzens 
Are we not a happy fam~ly 2 P 

A Doctor Speaks Out 
Massachusetts 

Much of my happiness and advancement In my career 
as a physlc~an 1s due to the knowledge which I obtalned 
early concermng the regulat~on of ch~ldbear~ng As far  
back as I can remember I have always beheved that chll- 
dren should only come when they are wanted and can be 
adequately provlded for, and a phys~clan's chlldren should 
be no exception to the rule 

Durlng many years of mlss~onary hfe In Chlna, as an 
officer In the army, and as an ~nstructor In a medlcal 
school I have had the pr~v~lege of ~mpartlng t h ~ s  knowl- 
edge to young professional people whose small Incomes are 
insufficient t o  provlde for an unrestricted family Thls 
class I have felt were often as much In need of contracep- 
t ~ v e  lnformatlon as those who dwelt m the slums 

I hope the t ~ m e  w~ll  soon come when contracept~on mll 
be taught ~n all our med~cal schools so that all physlc~ans 
m11 be equ~pped to teach women how to have them chl- 
dren, voluntarily and ~ntelhgently, so that they and them 
chlldren may get the most out of them hves 

M D  

Brrth Control a Vrtal Necessity 
Iowa 

Our problem has not been an economlc one nor strictly 
one of health Nevertheless my mfe would not be hvlng 
now ~f she had been allowed to become pregnant every vear 
of the four years of our marrlage Her case 1s one de- 
mandlng a Caesanan and thls means that the number of 
our chlldren must, and shall be, hmlted to two or a t  the 
most three, for I doubt whether there 1s any surgeon 
equlpped to operate more than three t~mes In the small 
area requlred by this k ~ n d  of blrth We now have our 
baby, who 1s almost a year old My wlfe 1s slowly gettlng 
her strength back after the pregnancy and operat~on and 
we shall g v e  her an  ample number of years rest before 
the second 1s planned for If we t h ~ n k  it  best for her 
health we shall never plan for the second - 
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An Epoch-Making Conference 

P ROBABLY a t  no prevlous tlme In hlstory could a 
world conference have been convened on the subject 

of populat~on Probably, also, ~t would not have been 
convened even yet had ~t not been for the f o r e s ~ ~ h t  and 
stlmulat~on of Margaret Sanger I t  was a brave, though 
nsky, thlng to say, In the announcement of the forth- 
coming Conference, that no propaganda of any klnd would 
find a place In ~ t s  proceedlngs Thls promlse was In the 
maln well fulfilled Certainly there 1s httle ev~dence of 
overt propaganda e~ther  for or agalnst B ~ r t h  Control, 
In the papers and dlscuss~ons,' although ~t 1s equally easy 
to read between the hnes and sense the presence of that 
~ssue a llttle offstage In the mlnds of not a few of the 
speakers As to other Issues, the success In excluding 
propagandlstlc pronouncements was not qu~te  so good 
Especially on the problem of m~gratlon, whlch more per- 
haps even than Blrth Control touches upon deep-rooted 
prejudlces and confllctlng sent~ments of "natural nghts," 
was the ]deal of sclent~fic objectlvlty departed from If 
mlgrat~on problems were to be discussed a t  all, thls was 
mev~table, for mlgrat~on, to the Europeans a t  least, ap- 
pears as  a burnlng, ~mmedlate and practical problem 
wh~ch the Uluted States has thrown onto the stage of m- 
ternatlonal pol~tlcs by ~ t s  (to Europeans, and espec~ally 
to the Itahans) brutally frank and lmpollte quota laws 

The del~beratlons of the Conference centered on three 
outstanding toplcs m~grat~on,  d~fferent~al fertlhty, and 
the optlmum populatlon Scarcely less in evldence were 
the food supply, on whlch Professor East sald some very 
senslble thlngs, and the b~olopcal aspect of populat~on 
growth, on wh~ch subject Raymond Pearl opened the pro- 
ceedlngs w ~ t h  a paper presenting his now amply known 
pet theory of the loglstlc "law " There were also several 
papers on populatlon phenomena In spec~fic countries, 
whlch may be of Interest to spec~ahsts, but whlch dld not 
to any appreciable extent have a s~gn~ficant beanng on 
the world populatlon problem 

T H E  CONFERENCE was very dlstlnctly one In whlch 
the b~ologlsts held the floor It was to be expected, 

therefore, that the d~fferentlal b~rth-rate would recelve 
a d~sproport~onate amount of attentlon Nearly one- 
thlrd of the report of the Conference 1s devoted to the dls- 
cusslons on t h ~ s  and allled toplcs On the whole, the most 
defin~te result of t h ~ s  sect~on of the d~scuss~ons was the 
revelation that the spec~al~sts In the field-genet~c~sts, 
eugenlsts, and stat~stlc~ans sohc~tous over the problem 

.Proceedings of the World Population Conference, held at Geneva, 
August 29th to September Srd, 1921 Ed~ted by Margaret Sanger 
London Edward Arnold & Co 1927 4 985 $6 

of fert~hty-are essent~ally Ignorant of the real b~olopcal 
and phys~olog~cal facts, whatever they are, and that a few 
of them frankly recognize them Ignorance Whlle dogmat- 
Ism was not absent from the dlscuss~ons, ~t was far  less 
prevalent than ~t would have been ten years ago, and ~t 
was an encourapng slgn that the spec~allsts were In fre- 
quent dlsagrcement w ~ t h  one another on fundamentals 
Had thls been a Blrth Control conference, one could enter 
a vlgorous cr~tlclsm of the amount of attentlon gIven to 
&ffcrentlal fert l l~ty As ~t IS, one can only state the per- 
sonal oplnlon that the subject 1s one whlch has undulj 
obsessed a large number of people One gets the general 
unpresslon, from a careful readlng of the papers and dls- 
cusslon, that "sc~entlsts" are not much better than ordl- 
nary folk In freelng themselves from the lnst~tut~onal 
prejudlces of thew tlme A few speakers were aware of 
the uncertainty of the vallhty of the assumption that 
poor people are innately undesirable, but most of the 
speakers apparently had never quest~oned that soc~al and 
b~olopcal stratlficatlon colnclde, or that the decllnlng 
b~rth-rate can be other than an evil One will look In valn 
In these 125 pages for a Blrth Control argument based 
on the dysgen~c ~mphcat~ons of d~fferent~al fertlhty 

A NOTHER place In whlch was revealed how hard old 
attitudes and hablts of thought d ~ e  was the d~scus- 

slon of Professor Falrchlld's paper on "Opt~mum Popula- 
tion " Luck~ly Professor Fa~rchlld &d not go very deep- 
ly Into the economlc theory of the optlmum If he had, 
he would have shot completely over the heads of h ~ s  au&- 
ence, for there was hardly an econom~c theonst of stand- 
Ing present As ~t was, he presented plainly and clearly 
the Idea of the opt~mum It was most salutary for men 
long steeped In offic~aldom and natlonahstlc sent~ment t o  
be told that the crlter~on of a rut~onal populat~on pohcy 
1s the standard of hvlng, not numbers But many of them 
could not grasp such a subversive Idea They could not 
get away from the t r a h t ~ o n  that the maxlmum poas~ble 
populatlon 1s Inherently deslrable They could not free 
themselves from the prejudlces of unthlnklng and uncntl- 
cal nat~onahsm Those who dzd, Instead of grantlug a t  
once the tremendous slgnlficance of the optlmum concept, 
caviled over definltlons The revlewer 1s glad that he 
was not present a t  t h ~ s  d~scuss~on He probably would 
not have been able to malntaln the suave self-control pro- 
per to ~nternat~onal relations Nevertheless the discus- 
slon of the optlmum ev~dently made a deep lmpresslon It 
1s referred to repeatedly In later parts of the proceedlngs 
If the Conference had done nothlng more than launcll thls 
idea-and to launch ~t was the one b ~ g  thlng the Confer- 
ence dld-~t would have justified ~ t s  bang 
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Book Reviews 
Family Disorganization 

W H I S  book,* beanng In its lingo and In its underlying 
approach the earmarks of a University of chlcagb 

doctoral dissertation, is a competent and thoroughgoing 
cntlque of studies of famlly breakdown so far made, In- 
cluding those whlch the book itself contributes The 
author thus demonstrates his command of each of the 
methods of studying family llfe The hmitations of 
statistics unvenfied by the case-method are shown, as well 
a s  the value of verifying "common sense" judgments about 
the famlly Much of the critique seems to belabor and re- 
labor famlllar ground, but ~t is useful t o  have these fal- 
lacies explicitly and systematically expounded The lack 
of control-groups for the study of so-called "causes" of 
any kind of maladjustment is a case in point for those who 
attribute all family woes to lack of Birth Control Indis- 
pensable causes are not necessanly exclusrve causes, nor 
are factors necessanly determinative just because present 
in a large number of cases Social agencies' records often 
show strong personal biases in the assignment of causes 

There is one danger In the crltlque of method that 
should, however, be guarded against the tendency to dis- 
credit any method as worthless, as soon as it is shown not 
t o  have eliminated the effect of some presumably slplfi- 
cant vanable, and to assume that the essential cause must 
he back of that, somewhere If one eliminates too many 
variables, there is llttle left to compare Such a process 
of ehmlnation mlght eventually leave us the grln wlthout 
the cat, o r  send us seeklng in abstraction for the ultimate 
cause The world is supported by an elephant, the ele- 
phant by a turtle, the turtle by an egg, but what does the 
- 

Varndy Dlsorganhatron, by Ernest R Mowrer The Unlversrty 
of Chlcago Press, 1927, pp 289 f Appx 306 

T HAT T H E  Conference could be got together a t  all 
IS hlghly significant Further than that and the fact 

that the Idea of the optlmum was presented, not too much 
can confidently be claimed for it Thrs volume of proceed- 
lngs 1s remarkable chlefly as a revelation of attitudes 
As such, it is exceedingly valuable Every social psvcho- 
logst, as well as every thoughtful practical soclal worker, 
knows that the pnmary task in soclal reform 1s the chang- 
ing of attitudes, the slow break~ng down of old and instl- 
tutionally lnculcsted prejudices,and a preparing of the 
mental ground for the fructification of new ideas and 
ideals And how hopelessly stenle the ground seems, for a 
time' Further than some shock and impact of new 
thought on old prejumces, the Conference cannot be said 
to have done much to advance solutlon of the world pop- 
nlatlon problem But that is enough, to start wlth, and 
that was all it was Intended to do If more had been in 
mlnd it would have been an egregous error to haze gven 
the biologsts the free reln they had, for they m11 never 

egg rest upon? The author predlcts that the case method 
will eventually become quantltatlve and statistical, but 
he does not sound very enthusiastic over the prospect 
Intlmate personal Interaction is not yet measurable, and 
prediction and control do not requlre that ~t should be 

The attempt to analogze organization and dlsorgan- 
ization In groups, with anabohsm and katabolism in or- 
ganisms, seems a blt far-fetched and wlthal unnecessary 
Again, Mowrer clalms that both &ffer from each other 
only in degree, not m kind hke degrees of sandy or 
psychopathy Differentiation of Interest 1s Identified 
with disorganization of the group All these polnts seem 
unconvincing 

It 1s between husband and mfe that both "famlly or- 
gamzation" and "family dlsorgamzatlon" take place 
Mowrer seems to Include childless couples in his definition 
of "famlly" ( p  139) One mlght also questlon hls as- 
sumptlons that a nurse-maid is the usual thing in "equah- 
tarian" famihes, and that women have been freed from 
housework Often the “emancipated" wife merely hlres 
some other woman to do ~ t ,  o r  keeps a spare relative 

Certaln passages in whlch the oft-repeated assumption 
that chlldren prevent famlly disintegration 1s put under 
logcal scrutiny, should be of great Interest to those inter- 
ested In Birth Control Children may postpone drvorces 
in families where dworgatuaatwn has already gone very 
far They may speed desertion Childlessness and dis- 
organization may proceed from the same deeper causes No 
positive conclusion is drawn 

The many meanlngs now crammed by soclologlsts into 
the term "pnmary" (~ntlmate, face to face, personal, &- 

solve a problem which is basically and inescapably eco- 
nomic and psychologc 

A few of the papers were on a truly scientific level Pro- 
fessor Glm, Italy's most outstanding student of popula- 
tion, rises to the scientific plane m his paper on differ- 
ential reproductivlty But in his dlscusslon of the 
optlmum, he IS a natlonallst of nat~onallsts and hls hand 
1s guided by the hand of hls master, the "prime minlster " 
Another paper marked by scientific objectivity and cau- 
tion is that of D r  Crew, on fertility and stertlity On a 
high plane, also, 1s D r  Juhus Tandler's "Psychology of 
the fall of the blrth-rate " 

On the whole those who read papers o r  took par t  m the 
discussions were technical speciahsts And on the whole 
the Conference was conspicuously lacklng in men who 
could see the population problem In anything h k ~  its 
larger perspective or were cognizant of the many hlghly 
important aspects of ~t which found no opportunity for 
consideration 
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rect, famlhar, affectionate) have left the word "second- 
ary" most confusing "Secondary" contacts chara~ter- 
ize the city, but only parts of a clty are urban, because 
only parts are chsracterlzed by secondary behavlor Con- 
tacts that are "prmary" may yet be "on a secondary 
bas]$ " "Secondary" behavior is ascnbed to secondary 
contacts, and the latter are then defined in terms of the 
former Marnage 1s a primary relationship, but an 
analogy 1s drawn between ~t and the secondary relations 
of Industry and of epidemics , and so on Pnmary p o u p  
controls are contrasted with sclentlfic controls, but moral- 
1 s t ~  methods arc called merely descriptive by contrast 
wth  "cxplanatory" methods, which characterize science 

One wonders if even a merely explaining science 1s enough, 
~f sympathy be not a useful, even necessary tool of soclal 
sciencc, ~f a real explanation 1s to supplement mere 
enumeration 

Thc book faces frankly the fadure of both case work 
(of the "social sernce" type) and of the commumty or- 
ganizatlon movement (m its "ne~ghborhood" phaseb) to 
stem the process of urbamzation, wluch for Mowrer means 
the breakdown of pnmary-groups He considers this pro- 
cess incvltable and irrevocable The scientific controls 
whlch he would substitute have only them begnnmgs to 
show, In varlous behavlor chmcs T o  assume that soc~al 
work now represents only a matenal-rehef approach, o r  
a t  best an effort merely to provlde subst~tutes for the 
ordering-and-forbldhng technique of small town mores 
and gossip 1s an  mtngumg thesis, but would be hardly 
fa11 

Mowrer seems finally to select a case-method whlcb, how- 
ever, is more than mere case history lt lnvolves tracmng of 
"sequences", a new term for stages m a process For  
thls purpose, Mowrer analyzes a s~ngle case for whch a 
diary was available One 1s inched to thmk that the 
case-method, In so far  as it lnvolves abstraction of uxuts 
(tensions, sequences, etc ), calls even more than the sta- 
tistical, for log~cal scmtlny on the ground of posslbly 
biased selection or definition of categones of class~ficatlon 
It 1s to be hoped that the Amencan Sociolog~cal Soc~ety 
wlll soon try out the proposed expenment of offermg an 
ldentlcal case for pubhc lnterpretatlon by representatives 
of sevrral schools of method 

Whlle Mowrer finds the class~ficatlon of family tensions 
useful, ~t 1s the sequences of tens~ons that are most ~lluml- 
natlng A full defimtion of the situation offers a t  the 
same tlme matenals for a complete etiology and for a 
complete predlctlon, but it must include the time h e n -  
slon Thls all means the obvlous that only a hlstoncal 
narrative 1s fully satisfactory for analysls 

If the case method 1s to enable us to reach and class~fy 
real causes by selecting typical situations m whch family 
dlscords anse, does not sound logc requlre a control 
group of cases just as much as m the s t a t ~ s t ~ c a l  method? 
In tlic final group of only one hundred cases upon which 
Mowrer reles, he does not say how they were secured, 

selected, o r  recorded, except to say that all were ~nten- 
slvely studied If the case method is t o  be our mainstay, 
more than the one case of Miriam Donaven might well 
have been offered as evldence of the method 

It 1s assumed that all of the disintegrative factors, com- 
petitors of "famlly-consc~ousness", are necessarily ego- 
lstic and "secondary" (1 e ut~l i tanan o r  cold-blooded?) 
Wght  ~t not also be new groups, wlth their new group- 
complexes or group-selves, unwittingly servlng as disln- 
tegrative competitors of the famlly unity 

The "romantic complex", and the msatiable demand for 
unflaggng romantlc response, 1s occasionally found as 
an underlying assumption or phantasy In Birth Control 
hterature Mowrer nghtly points out the disastrous ef- 
fects of thls attltude in ~ t s  d~sillus~onment and dlsappomt- 
ment But one need not, hke the humorless and humored 
Keyserling repudiate all romance in order to be n d  of 
some misleahng llluslons regarhng ~t 

The only formula of prediction actually offered seems a 
blt questionable, vlz , that  ~f "a high ~ndiv~dualization of 
economlc mterests necessitates constant separation, 
Merentlatlon of other Interests mvanably follows" 

Whether o r  not D r  Mowrer has arnved a t  final ex- 
planations must be judged from the following "Whether 
o r  not any type tenslon culminates m famlly &smntegrat~on 
depends upon the douunant interests of the persons and 
them ablhty to dlssoclate one type of lnterest from an- 
other", In other words, whether a mamage sumves de- 
pends on what klnd of people marry 

The book 1s pnmanly a study of method, and as such 
should be very useful also t o  soc~ologcal investigators 
other than those working merely in the field of the famlly 

THOMAS D ELIOT 

T H E  LAND OF SINGING WATERS, by A M 
Stcphen J M Dent and Sons, Ltd., Toronto, 
Canada $160 

RUE ART is servant t o  the Lord of L~fe", declares TA M Stephen ~n h ~ s  latest book of poems, T h e  Land 
of S~nglng Waters" HIS ar t  1s a faithful servant True, 
lt 1s dressed in a hstinctly old-fashioned unlform 
closely patterned for the most part  after bwm- 
burne's Not smart but ag~ le  and versat~le--loyal m con- 
fllct against the Golden Beast, "the priestly prlde of 
whted tombs", "the tale of coin smelted from blood and 
sweat of men" and "man's inherent sloth"-an eloquent 
interpreter of the dreams and determinations for a freer, 
happler age when love will be m the ascendant 

'Wind of forthgomg, 
Breath of the sea, 

Lone on the headlands 
Wander wlth me I" 

So bcgns one of the poems in this book, probably the 
best, and this wind blows exhllaratmgly, a5rmativdy 
throughout the book Sometimes ~t 1s waghted too heav- 
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11y by the odor of dead flowers and stale breaths, but ever 
it breaks forth again The poems that deal mth Can- 
a&an Indians and frontiersmen are the most vigorous, 

especially, "The Saghalie Tyee" On the whole, this vol- 
ume stndes ahead of Stephen's earher work HIS fluency 
and social vislon should carry hlm far  if he m11 let hls 
techmque follow the "wnd of forthgoing" 

RALPH CHEYNEY 

S E X  I N  MAN AND ANIMALS, by John R Baker, De- 
partment of Zoology and Comparative Anatomy, 
Umversity Museum, Oxford Preface by Julian 
Huxley, Professor of Zoology in University of Lon- 
don Alfred A Knopf New York 1926 

N this volume of one hundred and seventy-five brief I pages, including twenty-two figures, we have an ex- 
cellent presentatlon of the many principles and problems 
concerned with sex The illustrations are from photo- 
graphs, dramngs of the actual objects, or dlagrams They 
are carefully selected to illustrate the facts and theones 
under consideration The point of mew throughout the 
book is fundamentally bioloqcal and objective The 
author points out that sexual reproduction eves  greater 
plasticity for the evolutionary action of natural selection 
but possesses "no mystenous rejuvenating hfe-qvlng in- 
fluence " Relative importance of sexual and natural se- 
lection In development of vanous traits is &scussed One 
chapter 1s devoted to the determlnat~on of sex and another 
to sex hormones including expenments on gonad extirpa- 
tlon and transplantation 

Under abnormahties of sex we find included the free- 
martin, sex-lntergrades, hermaphrodite birds, and gvnan- 
dromorphc and intersexual insects Normal herma- 
phro&tlsm and parthenogenesis each occupy one chapter 
and another contalns a very brlef but remarkably clear 
presentatlon of problems of sex rat10 A longer chapter 
is devoted to the artlficlal control of sex In whlch the 
sclentlfic evldence 1s presented, followed by an account of 
the cunous superstitions connected with thls fascinating 
and important subject 

The book concludes mth a twenty-seven page chapter 
on sex behavlor whlch is excellent In presenting the whole 
matter from a b~oloqcal polnt of vlew The occurrence 
of restncted breeding seasons in animals, and t o  some ex- 
tent in man, the economy of copulation m conservation of 
gametes, slmple and comphcated types of courtship, and, 
finally, manage,  are taken up  m evolutionary sequence 
Marnage is defined as "the association together of one 
or more in&viduals of one sex with one o r  more 
lndivlduals of the other sex, mth  freedom of re- 
peated sexual intercourse" The term applles both in 
man and m other animals The bioloqcal sigmficance is 
two-fold,-to lessen the chance that a female In heat 
should fail to be Impregnated and to secure protection by 
the father for the mother and young The final matters 
considered are the sexual Instinct In manklnd, sublimation, 

fixation, perversions, complexes, sex-equahty, and con- 
traception The wnter is evidently a definite advocate of 
Birth Control for the reasons so well-known to all readers 
of the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW Here, as throughout, 
his &scusslon is based on facts The book is sclentlfic 
rather than morahstic 

P W WHITING 

PERSONAL HYGIENE FOR WOMEN, by D r  Cleha 
Duel Mosher, Stanford Un~verslty, Cahf 

R MOSHER nghtly holds to the theory that a girl D mII be as fit physically for life and a11 its respon- 
s~bihties, as her brothers are, if she is qven the nght con- 
dtions dunng childhood and youth Beinq a woman, 
she says in effect, should not be synonymous mth being an 
lnvahd 

How fortunate we are to be alive when being well 1s 
comme I.! faut 1 This is a book for every mother who holds 
a high standard for her daughters 

ELLA K DEABBORN 

Periodical Notes 
The Commonweal (New York) a Roman Cathohc lay 

paper, pubhshed in an August number an artlcle by 
J B M Clark, on the declining birth-rate of Canada 

"The birth-rate In the elght Anglo-Saxon provmces", 
said Mr  Clark, "is estimated t o  have gone back some- 
thing hke 18 percent m the past SIX years, and although 
the French provlnce of Quebec stlll progresses in thzs re- 
spect, largely through the determined stand taken agalnst 
Blrth Control by the Roman Cathohc clergy, mnfant mor- 
tdr ty  among the habmtants as 60 heany as serwwly t o  off- 
set the gains m births The French-Canahan press more- 
over enpresses a fear that the spread of educatton among 
the commvn people mdl reszllt rn the ~mmtable checking of 
natural rmreate, which indeed 1s only too hkely under 
exlstlng economic conditions "-(The ~ t a h c s  are ours ) 

Labor (Washington, D C ) for September 22nd, has 
news items whch should pve  pause to those who stdl en- 
courage the production of large famihes One is the re- 
port  of the installation of "Robots" t o  run an electrlc &s- 
tnbutlng statlon a t  188th Street and Spuyten Duyvll 
Road A vlsitor to the plant, we are told, sees machlnes 
startlng and stoppmng, smtches closing and opening mth- 
out a human being near t o  gulde them The statlon 1s 
controlled from another station, three mles away The 
enqneer a t  the controlling station conjectures that In 26 
years with the help of these "mechamcal men" all human 
laborers should not need to work more than six hours a 
day, three or four days a week The same paper quotes 
the Federal Department of Labor as to the speed mth 
which farm labor is being replaced by machines EX- 
amples are qven where 60 men did the work now done 
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by three machine operators, and 100 &d the work now 
done by five 

The Chsna Cntw ,  Shanghal (Aug 2nd) - This new 
Chlnese-English paper continues ~ t s  d~scus s~on  of matters 
related t o  Blr th Control On unemployment In China 
S K Sheldon T s o  wntes 

"A method of calculation would show tha t  among the 
four hundred mllhon Chlnese people there would be two 
hundred and elghty mllllon laborers A t  present there 
a r e  only 121,260,000 who a r e  gainfully employed In &f- 
ferent llnes of work, so the total number of the unem- 
ployed laborers probably approximates 158,740,000 " 
"Why IS there thls enormous number of unemployed?" M r  
Tso  asks, and g v e s  a s  one very Important reason the 
r a p ~ d  Increase of populatlon Thls, he says, "IS a funda- 
mental factor  contrlbutlng t o  the present oversupplv of 
labor, for  the to t tenng voung Chlnese lndustnes cannot 
keep pace wlth the rapld Increase of populatlon fostered 
by the traditional encouragement of large famllles " 

A N E W  MAGAZINE 

Eugenrcs (New Haven) The first number of thls 
monthly period~cal  of the Amencan Eugenlcs Soclety 
(out October 15) IS a well-pnnted, profusely illustrated 
magazine of forty pages The  contents of the Birthday 
Number lnclude a n  account of the work of the Eugenlcs 
Record Office, a Symposium on "eugenlc bables", and sev- 
eral slgned articles Among the contnbutors are C C 
Little, Ellsworth Huntington, Douglas Murphy, Leon F 
Whltney, executive secretary of the Amencan Eugenlcs 
Soclety, and, as  departmental editors, S J Holmes, 
Florence B Sherbon, Robert DeC Ward  and (for  Blr th 
Regulation) R L Dlckluson, M D The  address of Eu -  
genlcs IS 185 Church Street, New Haven The  pnce  IS 

$2 00 a )ear  

Books Received 
THERESA, THE CHBONICAL OF A WOMAN'S LIFE, by 

Arthur Schnitzler Simon & Schuster, New York $2 5 0  

AMERICAN MABBIAGE AND FAMILY RELATIOXSHIPS, by 
Groves and Ogburn, Henry Holt  & Co , New York $4 5 0  

LIVIAG MACHINERY, by A V Hill, ScD , F R S Har -  
court, Brace & Co New York 

WORLD ADRIFT, by Edw A Ross The Century Co , 
New York $2 00  

ASIA REBORN, hy Marguerite Harrlson Harper  & 
Brothers, New York $4 00  

FROM MAN TO MAN, by Olive Sclirelner Harper  Bros , 
New York 

HUMAN MIGRATION AND THE FUTUBE, by J W 
Gregory, F R S , D Sc J B Lippincott Co , Phlladcl- 
phla, P a  $5 00 

AMERICAN SEX AND MARRIAGE PROBLEMS, by W m  J 
Robinson, M D Eugenlcs Pub  Co , New York $3 00 

THE CONQUEST OF LIFE, by D r  Serge Voronoff Bren- 
tano, New York 

THE BANKRUPTCY OF MARRIAGE, by V P Calverton- 
Macaulay, New York $3 00  

FAMILY LIFE OF TODAY, edlted by Margaret E Rlch- 
Houghton-Mlfflln Co , New York $2 5 0  

THE MARRIAGE CRISIS, by Ernest R Groves-Long- 
mans, Green & Co , New York $2 00 

THE TRUTH ABOUT BIRTH CONTROL, by George Rvley 
Scott T Werner Laurle Llmlted London, E n g  Gs net 

P A M P H L E T S  

THE PLACE OF JOHN STUART MILL AND ROBERT OWEN 
IN THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH NEO-MALTHUSIANISM. by 
Norman E Hlmes Repnnted from the Qwcrterly Jwr- 
rrol of Economacs for  May, 1928 

The second of a senes of specla1 studles of the orlglns of the 
Br~tlsh Blrth Control movement The first on Prancls Place was 
reprinted ID the B m ~ n  Chwmo~ Revmw for Aprll 1928 

CHABLES KNOWLTON'S REVOLUTIONABY INFLUENCE ON 

THE ENGLISH BIRTH-RATE, by  Norman E H ~ m e s  Re- 
print from the New Englond Journal of dfedtmnc, Septem- 
ber 6,  1928 

Another contr~hut~on to Mr Hlmes' documentary study of the 
Engllsh Blrth Movement 

THE RELATION OF BIRTH CONTROL TO INFANT MORTAL- 
ITY AND PBEGVANCY WASTE, by Norman E Hlmrs Re- 
printed from the Jewlsh Socaal Semce Quarterly (Phlla ) 
for June, 1928 

A very useful djgest of the pnnclple Amerlcan and Engl~sh 
studles of the relat~on between slze of famlly and rnfant deaths 

THE COMPABATIVE VALUE OF CUBBENT CONTRACEPTIVE 
METHODS, by Norman Halre, Ch M M B , London 

A paper del~vered before the Internnt~onal Congress for Sexual 
Research (October 1926) In Amerlca thts pamphlet can circulate 
among doctors only 

CHILD LABOB AYD THE FUTURE, by Gertrude Folk8 
Zlmand National Chlld Labor Committee, New Pork  

Presents one of the most challenging subjects of our t l m o  
namely juvenile employment, now rel~eved of the b~tter explolta- 
tlon of the past hut presenting serlous problems of health, safety 
and educat~an Today's chrld labor problem rs 'How can chll- 
dren of 14 to 16 gainfully employed develop normally In mlnd 
and body?" 

THE FAMILY PROBLEM -Specla1 number of the Educa- 
tional Informatlon Servlce of the National Chlld Wel- 
fare Assoclatlon, New York 

The whole number 1s grven over to a resum6 of recent wrrtlngs 
on marriage, the sex relatlon and Birth Control 

How TO LIVE A HUNDRED YEARS, by M Sliadid Elk 
Clty, Oklahoma 

The health plan presented lncludes Blrth Control 

P B O C E E D I ~ G S  O F  THE 2 4 ~ ~  ANLUAL MEETING O P  THE 

NATIO~AL CHILD LABOB COMMITTEE, May 1928 

F O U R T H  REPORT O F  THE COMMITTEE O F  SELECTIVE IP- 
MIGBATIOh, and A CHARITY T O  LESSEN CHABITY 

Two puhllcat~ons of the Amerlcan Eugenlcs Soc~ety, New 
Haven. Cann 



T HE letters here presented conatatate the final metall- 
ment of the uery vnterestrng correspondence caUed 

rmt by Margaret  Sanger's letter 

From John  B Watson, psycholog*st and author of books 
on Behu-sm 

Standlng a s  lt does for  the lnhentance of talent ca- 
p a c ~ t ~ e s  and capabr l~ t~es  I am "agln" any alllance w ~ t h  the 
Eugenlcs Soclety 

From Mrs  Walter Tmme, Darector of A B C League 

I n  regard t o  combln~ng the B ~ R T R  CONTROL RFVIEW 
w ~ t h  a new Eugenlcs Soc~ety  magazlne, ~t IS of course 
necessary t o  know whether a comblnatlon of the two IS In- 
tended, or  an  absorption of the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
However, In elther case, I thlnk ~t would be most undeslr- 
able and unwlse t o  g v e  u p  the officlal organ and propa- 
ganda magazlne of the Amerlcan Blrth Control League 

The  REVIEW gves, what no other magazlne w~ l l  e v e ,  
tha t  IS, the questlon of Blrth Control not only from the 
s tandpo~nt  of Eugenlcs, o r  the populat~on sltuatlon, o r  
the ~ m m ~ g r a t ~ o n  menace, but  also from the viewpoint of 
t ha t  half of the world's people - woman T o  woman 
Blrth Control means true emanc~pa t~on  I t  ralses woman 
from the p o s ~ t ~ o n  of breeder t o  tha t  of hfe-glver T h a t  
s ~ d e  of the picture will I feel sure be q u ~ t e  lost In a Eugenlc 
magazlne 

I know tha t  the good of the Race 1s of greater import- 
ance than the freelng of woman but the freeinq of 
woman IS s o  vltal t o  the Race tha t  the BIRTH CONTBOL 
REVIEW w ~ t h  ~ t s  educational opportun~tles  must not be 
grven up W e  need one propaganda magazlne 

From S tua r t  Mudd, M D , one of the founders and first 
p r e s l d a t  of the Pennsylvanaa B ~ r d h  Control Fed- 
e r a t m  

Work for Birth Control, tha t  IS t o  say for a more 
eugenlc d l s t r ~ b u t ~ o n  of contracept~ve ~nformat~on,  would 
seem t o  me one of the most practicable elements In the 
Eugenlcs Soc~e ty  program S~mllarly eugenic considera- 
t ~ o n s  would seem one of the strongest, t o  me the very 
strongest motivat~on fo r  the further spread of Blrth Con- 
t rol  The  interests and a c t ~ v i t ~ e s  of the two organlza- 
t ~ o n s  are thus mutually complementary, they should be 
ntahzed and rendered sounder by common a c t ~ o n  and 
co-operat~on 

I therefore feel no hesitancy In most cord~ally endors- 
ing the idea of co-operat~on between the two journals 

Whether or  not an  actual comblnatlon of the two journals 
a t  thls trme would be a des~rable step I don't know I 
should thlnk ~t m ~ g h t  well be Unfortunately I do not 
know the Eugen~cs  Soc~ety  journal The  BIRTH C O ~ T R O L  
REVIEW Mrs Mudd and I thlnk has a splend~d v~ ta l l t y  
whlch we should hate t o  see In any way sacr~fied (although 
the Fewer Bables slogan seems unfortunate) Also ~ t s  
name of ~tself  undoubtedly glves ~t a blg followlng W e  
would hate t o  see the name Birth Control lost In a new 
journal A journal under the name of Eugenics only 
would certamlj lose much In popular~ty  w ~ t h  many people 
St111 the name Blrth Control could surely be retamed In a 
new journal 

A poss~ble alternative t o  complete comblnat~on would be 
co-operat~on along some such llnes a s  the followlng 

(1) Make the e d ~ t o r  of each journal a member of the 
staff of the other journal and encourage mutual exchange 
of Ideas, ma te r~a l  and c r ~ t ~ c ~ s m  

(2) B n n g  each journal t o  the attenelon and lnterest 
of the 11st of subscr~bers of the other 

(3)  Encourage suggest~ons and cr~tlclsm of pollcles 
and material of each journal by the acttve officers and 
councll of the other soc~ety 

In  summary, I strongly favor co-operat~on between the 
two socletles and them journals and in general 1 feel very 
sympathet~c to the Idea of comblnat~on of the two  our- 
nals prov~ded the names, staff, v ~ t a l ~ t y  and espnt-de-corpr 
of ne~thcr  of the journals suffers thereby Havlng the 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW as  a separate and rndependent 
organ of the Amcr~can Blrth Control League does not 
seem to  me to  be Important 

From El~zabeth  W Pontefract of Phhdelphro  

I would not 11ke t o  see the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW lost 
in  the Eugenic Magarme There is in the Eugenlc Maga- 
zlne too much about lmprov~ng the breed of corn, beans, 
chickens, etc , and not enough about keeplng the simple- 
minded, dlseased people from reproducing them kind I 
have had both magazines for  several years and feel the 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW IS f a r  the stronger, and 1s a 
greater appeal t o  the mlnds of the people we want t o  help 

From Mrs  Rachard BJlmgs, Darector, A B C Leaquc 

I t  would seem to  me an excellent Idea t o  w~den the scope 
of the BIRTH COATROL REVIEW by comblnlng with the 
Eugenlcs Maga71ne ~f a harmonlous and well balanced 
Board of E d ~ t o r s  could be assured Thls  should create a 
mder  clrculat~on and more Interest In both subjects 

(Turn to page 329 for more letters on thls sub~eet) 



News Notes 
INTERNATIONAL 

Bwth Control Remew 

R EPRESENTATIVES of ten countnes, a t  the Con- 
ference of Soc~a l~s t  Women whlch met a t  Brussels In 

August, have un~ted In a protest agalnst the neglect of 
B ~ r t h  Control by labor bod~es Thew statement 1s quoted 
by F W Stella Brown In the New Generotran (London) 
and further elaborated by her m T7u Woman's Leader 
(London) They demand B ~ r t h  Control for work~ng 
women who deslre ~t and declare also In favor of the use 
of abort~on under certa~n cn t~ca l  cond~t~ons The sectlon 
on abort~on reads "We cons~der abort~on justified and 
even necessary, In cases where the life or health of the 
mother 1s gravely endangered by chlld b ~ r t h  , furthermore, 
when the ch~ld to be borne 1s not expected to be l~keiy to 
llve, and where the economlc eslstence of the mother her 
profess~onal a c t ~ v ~ t y ,  or the educat~on of her alreadv hv- 
~ n g  ch~ldren would be ~mper~lled by an lnerease In the 
fam~ly " 

From the W m n ' s  Leader, we quote Mlss Brown's ac- 
count of the course of the debate The Women's Confer- 
ence a t  Brussels was held ~n assoc~at~on w ~ t h  the Labour 
and Soclallst Internat~onal One hundred and fifteen dele- 
gates were present, represent~ng seventeen countnes The 
outstand~ng feature of the Conference was the struggle 
over a resolut~on on free motherhood, put fonvard by the 
very eloquent Austr~an delegate, Frau Proft, and sup- 
ported by Frau Bohmseuch, member of the Gelman 
Re~chstag These ladles polnted out that ~t was qu~te  use- 
less to protest aga~nst  the waste of women's l~ves In unfit 
and neglected matern~ty unless they were glven knowledge 
of B ~ r t h  Control, and the nght to termmate unfit and In- 
opportune prcgnancles by rned~cal means Only one Eng- 
hshwoman alas' spoke for the nght of poor women to 
Blrth Control knowledge and fundamentally to freedom of 
cho~ce In motherhood t h ~ s  was MISS Dorothy Jewson, 
ex-M P for Norwlch, whose courageous stand In the 

cause of B ~ r t h  Control 1s well known She was supported 
by MISS Myerson, a representative of the Palcst~nlan Fed- 
era t~on of Women Workers, who po~nted out the frightful 
lnfant~le death-rate In Palestlne under nrltlsh adm~n~stra-  
t ~ o n  188 per 1,000 But the offic~al B n t ~ s h  Labor women 
delegates, D r  Manon Phlll~ps and MISS Susan Lawrence, 
M P , succeeded In suppressing all mentlon of B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol and k~ndred matters In the ofic~al resolut~on, wh~ch 
was just the usual lamentat~on about the 111-treatment and 
neglect of matermty MISS Susan Lawrence d~stmgu~shed 
herself by the follow~ng statement "If our men hod knolon 
Brrth Control was to be dwcunsed, they would not have let 
us come " HAS the leadrng Bntlsh fem~n~st  organ17atlon 
no comment t o  make on this? 

F~nally, a separate declarat~on was s~gned by the offic~al 
delegates representing Austr~a, Germany, Beleum, Smt- 
zerland, Poland, Latv~a, Jugo-Slavla, Hungary, the Rus- 
slan Soc~allst ex~les m Pans,  and the German Soclahsts 
In Czecho-Slovak~a, and by three ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l  delegates from 
Holland and Seand~navla, t o  the effect that they cons~d- 
ered contracept~on an lnd~spensable par t  of maternal 
care, and aborbon-performed by doctors, not quacks- 
justifiable In certain cases 

U p  to now the offic~al B n t ~ s h  fem~n~s t  movement has 
~gnored the passionate feel~ng among women In favor of 
real control over thew matern~ty, as apart  from the r ~ g h t  
to use and know about contracept~on The movement 
started by Alexandra Kollontay's great ~ n ~ t ~ a t ~ v e  In So- 
v ~ e t  Russ~a ls incorporated In the Austrlan Soc~allst pro- 
gram, and w~ll not be suppressed by B n t ~ s h  Labor oppo- 
s ~ t ~ o n  More w~ll be heard of ~t In the near future 

The WWI~S  Leader, l ~ k e  ourselves, draws a sharp dm- 
t~nctlon between prevent~on of concept~on and abortion, 
hold~ng abort~on only permlss~ble for medlcal reasons, and 
under med~cal mrect~on 

UNITED STATES 
IIOUGH the Protestant youth movement has already, 

conference assembled, declared for Blrth Control 
as an Instrument of soc~al regenerat~on, the older genera- 
t ~ o n  In the Method~st chur~h ,  from wh~ch many of the 
Protestant youth movement are drawn, has as yet taken 
no offic~al stand on thls sub~ect On the general subject 
of marnage however t h ~ s  church has t h ~ s  year taken a 
hberal p o s ~ t ~ o n  The manual of d~sc~phne for 1928, wh~ch 
m11 soon be published, amends the sect~on on d~vorce to 
allow Method~st m~n~sters  to remarry the Innocent party 
tn a dlvorce, when the grounds of d~vorce were ~nfidehty 
But a short t~rne ago d~vorce on any grounds was taboo 
among rel~glous people and there 1s hope that the next 
taboo officially llfted w~ll  be that on B ~ r t h  Control 

New York 

T H E  Amencan B ~ r t h  Control League, as In former 
years, occup~ed a booth a t  the Women's Act~vlt~es 

E x h ~ b ~ t  In New York, wh~ch was held October 1st to 6th 
Mrs J B~shop Vandever was In charge, and gave u n t ~ n n g  
volunteer servlce for twelle hours each day Mrs F Rob- 
ertson Jones, Pres~dent of the Amencan B ~ r t h  Control 
League, was present on certam days of the Exh~blt  and 
among Mrs Vandever's other helpers were D r  James F 
Cooper, Mary Pokrass, Anna L~fsh~tz ,  Anto~nette Fleld, 
K ~ t t y  Manon, Mrs Constance Heck, Mrs Flnley, and 
Mrs Bronson 

As usual, many In the crowds who passed by stopped 
to talk and most of them to express approval Among 
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those whose support was most gratifying was an  Epis- 
copal deaconess, a worker among the poor, who expressed 
her strong approval and felt that her church would sooner 
or later have t o  g v e  official recognition t o  a movement 
whch underlay all work for social and moral rehabihta- 
tion of the submerged She took cards of the Clinical Re- 
search Bureau and sald that one of these should go to the 
mother of 21 children whose husband was a drunkard 

A very valuable helper in the booth was a combined 
silent lecture and moving picture which showed the need 
of Birth Control and the purposes and aims of the League 

Thls film was never without a crowd in front of ~ t ,  some 
of whom were too shy to speak to the helpers in the booth, 
whale others had thelr courage bolstered up by what they 
saw to the point of asking for more information 

CANADA 
CANADIAN correspondent, Mr  W Diamond, sends A word of the gradual growth of interest in the prov- 

lnce of Saskatchewan "For some years past", he wntes 
"I have taken the few opportunities that have arlsen to 
g v e  Birth Control publicity m our local papers, but on 
the whole the situation 1s one of apathy, though not &s- 
couragng as  there is certainly an  under-current of ~nter- 
est, fed to some extent by the fact that Enghsh periodicals 
c~rculate fairly freely, many of whch of course contain 
lnformat~on as to the sources of supply of contracept~ve 
materlal This desplte the fact that certain books are 
banned I am endeavonng mth  the aid of one of our 
Dominlon members of Parhament to ascertain the reason 
for such banning, although it can be guessed a t  

"The most encouragng feature as far  as I am con- 
cerned is the fact that mth the aid of the woman's page of 
a weekly paper wlth a circulation of 40,000 malnly in thls 
provmce, and the officlal organ of the Umted Farmers 
of Canada, and the courageous and enlightened attitude 
of the lady who edlts that page, we are now and then able 
to attract  attention to the subject of Birth Control and 
many letters from readers attain publicity Wlth her 
ad, I have also been successful In drawing attention to 
your REVIEW, resulting in a continual clrculatlon of a 
number of copies each month from reader to reader. In a 
number of instances the local news agency benefiting by 
Increased sales 

"The organization referred to is the strongest farm 
movement, outside of the Wheat Pool, in Western Canada 
and In our total membership of about 30,000 we have over 
4,000 women who, ~ncldentally, t o  show the temper and 
stram of our praine women, pay the same annual fee as 
the men, namely $5 00, despite the hardship i t  is to many, 
and we are stnvlng hard to equahze their posltion in the 
eyes of the law and convention 

"At our annual convention last February, we had an 
attendance of between fifteen hundred and two thousand 
members, a good proportion of whom were women, and 
we were able to put on display, among our books for sale, 

Mrs SangelJs wntings and some of the pamphlets you 
have Issued on the aims and objects of your League 

"In June, over two hundred of our women members met 
m convention a t  the Umversity of Saskatchewan, Saska- 
toon Among the resolutions discussed was one advocat- 
mng the mthdrawal by the Federal Government of the ban 
on contraceptlves, and the ad&ng t o  all hospitals of 
Birth Control climcs The resolution was tabled for fur- 
ther consideration, ~t being Intimated that literature pre- 
senting the pros and cons could be obtalned from the 
Central Office 

"Following is the resolution m full 

" W n ~ m ~ a  we belleve that lntell~gent use of eontraceptrves IS 
one of the most important steps towards solving the economlc 
problems of the farmers and lnc~dentally all other worlung classes 

"AND w ~ m * s  we helleve that Brrth Control a the only hnman- 
ltarlan way of preventing a mother from belng over-burdened 
and broken tn health wlth too numerous progeny 

"Ann wa.nam. we know that m countries where B~rth Control 
a l e g a l 4  are found the happlcst, most prosperous and most 
moral people on earth 

"Be rr RESOLVED that we, the Women's Sectlon of the Uruted Farm- 
ers of Canada, Saskatchewan Sect~on, In Convent~on assembled do 
forthwith adv~se our Government to raise the ban on safe, sane 
and hyglenlc contraceptlves 

"AND nz rr ALSO RWLVEQ that we advlse that there be lmmed~ 
ately made prov~sron for t r a l ~ n g  of all practlclng physlclans In 
the appllcatlon of such contraceptlves 

"AND Br rr m m e n  RWOL- that we advrse that cllmcs be 
added to all hospitals, far and w~de, for the purpose of dlssemr- 
nat~on of such contracept~ve methods as are found most su~tablr 
for each case 

"It was a great step forward, as we are a powerful or- 
gamzation as far as the provlnce of Saskatchewan 1s con- 
cerned and once we get the proposal accepted in the gen- 
eral convention, many difficulties m11 be removed and in 
many respects the law will become a dead-letter I n  the 
meantlrne coples of both the B ~ T E  CONTEOL REVIEW and 
the N m  Gewatwn  are circulating from member to mem- 
ber, and in many instances copies of the practical leaflet 
issued by the New Generatam have been secured, and so, 
information is getting around Publicity 1s gven from 
tlme t o  time by letters in our weekly paper, and I hope 
one of these days in the near future to have the oppor- 
tunity of addressing gatherings a t  different polnts in the 
provlnce It 1s slow work but sure work Incidentally 
I recently had a controversy In the local dally newspaper 
wlth Catholics and was successful in attracting a letter 
from one of the local pnests In which he stated that 
Roman Catholics dld not preach against famlly hmltation, 
but simply against artlficlal methods of prevention T o  
my surprise the upshot was a letter replying t o  the priest 
from D r  Mane Stopes which was duly pnnted, and has 
so f a r  received no reply My controversy caused some 
amusement in the city, but on the whole was well received 
and a meeting addressed by a very prominent speaker on 
the subject would no doubt create great interesb 

"As a result of the convention, I received a letter from 
one of the delegates asking for Iterature, and this no 
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doubt will be the forerunner of many others I scnt her 
some of the leaflets you sent me back In Fcbruarv, and 
have dcc~ded to put  In a small stock as a starter, of the 
pamphlet by h l rs  Sangcr, '~lloman, hfora l~ ty  and Blrth 
Control,' nhlch we will advert~se and sell a t  cost 

"Thanks for the five coples of the REVIEW every month 
They are d o ~ n g  q u ~ t e  a b ~ t  of t ravel l~ng As I aln on thls 
s ~ d e  of the border I t h ~ n k  I w~l l  not joln the Lengue, 
but will spend my money push~ng  the RFVIEW If YOU are 
aware of other lnd~v~duals  In thls Domin~on nho arc seck- 
Ing t o  llnh up  w ~ t h  others In t h ~ s  work I would be glad ~f 
you would pass my name and address along, as, although 
the t ~ m e  1s not probably rlpe enough yet, there 1s no 
knowlng what the future wlll brlng " 

FRANCE 

v I T A L  statlstlcs for 1927, recently publ~shed, show 
741,701 blrths and 676,666 deaths throughout the 

country T h ~ s  1s a decrease of 24,500 In the number of 
blrths t h ~ s  year, but thls decrease 1s more than offset by a 
lowerlng In the number of deaths The  excess of b ~ r t h s  
over deaths rose from 53,000 In 1926 to 65,000 In 1927, 
whlch means for  populat~on purposes a real Increase In 
the b~r th- ra te  Infant  mor t a l~ ty  also has shown a marked 
decl~ne W ~ t h  figures a s  encouraging a s  these ~t IS hard 
t o  understand why French offic~aldom 1s prophcsylnz the 
"d~sappearance" of the French In a few gencratlons and 
why the Fathers of Large Famllles, a s  reported In the 
press, should demand continued persecution of Neo-Iaal- 
thus~ans  and the abatlng of taxes In favor of heads of 
large fam~hes 

H E  P R E S S  both here and abroad 1s notlng the pro- 
T g r e r  of the B ~ r t h  Control cl ln~c set on foot by Mrs 
Sanger In Be r l~n  The  New York World and the New 
York Tsms have publ~shed excellent news Items on ~t and 
the following 1s translated from a n  ar t~c le ,  s~gned D S ,  
In the "Berllnger Volks-Zeltung" a Nat~onalls t  dally 
paper mdely read 

"Just now the Committee for  Blr th Control, t o  wh~ch 
a l ~ s t  of em~nent  p h y s ~ c ~ a n s  belong as well a s  D r  Helena 
Stoecker, have opened the11 first Berlln Sexual Adv~ce 
Bureau In the rooms of the Ambulator~ums (Clrnlcs) of 
Neukoelln, Schoenstedtstrasse 13 Each day In Berlln two 
women d ~ e  from abor t~ons  a t  the hands of quacks-lt 1s 
h ~ g h  tlme tha t  these cond~tlons, wh~ch people do not face 
frankly, but whlch are  d~scussed In such a hvely manner 
In secret, should come to an  end 

"The B ~ r t h  Control Commlttee, a s  well a s  the Cl~nlc 
(Sexual Adv~ce Bureau) owe their o r~g ln  t o  the lmpulse 
glven them by the noted Amencan ploneer of Blrth Con- 
trol, Margaret  Sanger, who was In Berlln a few months 
ago and proposed such a Cl ln~c  Mrs  Sanger's theory 
1s tha t  a correct adjustment of population and the nour- 

ishment problem of a country IS one of the first strps to 
soclal and economlc progress, a s  well as  t o  ~n t e rna t~ona l  
peace, and she emphas~zes the close connect~on bctwecn 
a country's health and ~ t s  populat~on T o  prevent abor 
t ~ o n s  and through thcm propagat~on of soc~al  mlsery she 
demands sc~cntlhc B ~ r t h  Control, wh~ch makes abort~ona 
unnecessary In  the ycar  1923, 311s Sanger opened the 
filst B ~ r t h  Control clln~c, bulk upon her theory, In New 
York, whose work she discusses In the latest Issue of the 
New Generatcon " 

The  artlcle tells someth~ng of the experience of the New 
York Cl~nlcal Research Bureau I t  goes on 

"The Berlln Blrth Control Clln~c (Sexual Adv~ce 
Bureau) 1s bulk upon the Amer~cnn model In  Germany, 
contraceptlve methods are an unexplored land In medl- 
cme, nothlng 1s taught  about them In our unlvers~tles The  
German Mcdlcal Congresses whlch are attended by a h ~ g h  
percentage of country physlc~ans, makes ~t a polley to In- 
struct thew members tha t  nothlng should be done t o  lower 
the b~r th- ra te  But  In England, Amenca, and Russ~a ,  a 
spec~al  sclence has developed from necessity along thls 
llne T h a t  a very grea t  Interest exlsts In Ber l~n  In t h ~ s  
subject 1s proved by the many letters from physlc~ans and 
women needlng help, whlch stream Into the new B ~ r t h  
Control Commlttee 

"In order not t o  come Into confl~ct wlth the law, the 
Berlln Cllnlc has nothlng t o  do wlth abort~ons,  and re- 
strlcts Itself t o  Qvlng contracept~ve methods and means 
t o  the women who come there The  pa t~en t s  who v l s ~ t  the 
Clln~c are kept under supervlslon, a s  a t r a ~ n e d  nurse v l s~ t s  
them In them home, and registers every Important polnt m 
thew soclal and sexual h ~ s t o r ~ e s  I n  thls way, a sc~entlfic 
foundat~on 1s b e ~ n g  created, valuable materlal 1s be~ne; col- 
lected for  future research work In thls specla1 l ~ n e  of 
work 

"The bnght ,  fnendly rooms of the Ambulatonum offer 
an  excellent place for  the newest med~cal-techn~cal de- 
mands of the Clln~c T h e  d~ rec to r  of the Chnlc 1s the 
Neukoelln S o c ~ a l  Welfare p h y s ~ c ~ a n ,  and she IS ass~sted by 
a t r a ~ n e d  nurse and a soc~a l  welfare worker Even In the 
first consultatron hours, the w a ~ t ~ n g  room of the C l ~ n ~ c  
was filled wlth women The  patlent first entered a bureau 
where the soclal welfare worker asked varlous quest~ons 
about her personal hfe, l~vlng  and economlc cond~t~ons ,  
number of children, s~cknesses, and so on, a detalled ques- 
t~onal re  1s filled out wh~ch furn~shes the bas18 of s t a t ~ s t ~ c a l  
~nformatlon for  a complete card catalogue Objec- 
t l v ~ t y  ( r e a l ~ t y )  t o  the very end 1 

"After the reglster 1s filled out, the patlent goes Into 
the examlnat~on room where there 1s a gynecolog~cal ex- 
a m ~ n a t ~ o n  and then advlce from the p h y s ~ c ~ a n  1s glven If 
an  illness 1s discovered, the patlent 1s sent t o  a speclahst 

"More than one human tragedy was unrolled even on 
the openlng day of the C l ~ n ~ c ,  and these t raged~es  tolJ  of 
the urgent necess~ty of the Cltnlc Women, beaten down 
wlth worry and work, came, them husbands were worhlng 
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men, employees, hand-workers, unemployed, slck, or  w ~ t h  
small Incomes tha t  could not meet the needs of the famlly 
Always they already have chlldren, two or three, a t  least 
one, and apa r t  from tha t  they have had mlscarr1ae;rs- 
two, three, o r  more--and often them nerves are broken, 
them nour~shment ~nsuficlent, worrv and labor and never 
a day of vaca t~on after  days of hard work, often thev llve 
In only one room w ~ t h  them husband and chlldren, or  they 
rent a room w ~ t h  a frlend o r  w ~ t h  the parents-ln-law- 
eternal mlsery-many llve In one of the l ~ t t l e  frame colony 
houses outslde the c ~ t y  Wha t  can they do wlth another 
child? Thew joy 1s always turned t o  gall by the thought 
of hunger and distress, and they vlew the future through 
tears and b~tterness Many fear t o  lose thew pos~tlon 
through thew pregnancy, the husband earns nothlng or  not 
nearly enough, then the mfe  must work after  her marrl- 
age, earnlng a blt a s  a cash~er  or  a s  a seamstress Others 
do housework A t  1 7  pfennlgs a p l e c e s o  s a ~ d  a seam- 
stress of coat hnlngs-17 pfennlgs for  a plece of work 
tha t  takes 20  mlnutes How shall they malntaln a thlrd 
child? Formerly, each new c h ~ l d  was a welcome a f t  of 
heaven 'So many ch~ldren, so much bread" But  tha t  
was once upon a t ~ m e  Slncc then l ~ f e  has become expen- 
slve and compl~cated " 

ITALY 

LREADY Fascist papers and Fasclst statesmen are A repudlatmng the Kellogg Peace Pac t  S l p o r  Alfred0 
Slgnorettl, wntlng In the Lauoro d'ltalra Informs us tha t  
for  Italy, "wlth no room to  breathe, there can be no real 
renunclat~on of war a s  an Instrument of pohcy Among 
the slgnatones t o  the Pac t  there was 'one great absentee', 
Italy's soul was not behlnd her signature " 

Arnaldo Mussolln~, brother t o  the dictator, states In ef- 
fect, according to  The  Dady Telegraph (London), tha t  
"the pollcy behlnd the Pac t  was a shabby trick, those 
nations whlch had already found a place In the sun crvlng 
out agalnst war merely because they d ~ d  not want t o  be 
d~sturbed o r  tha t  others should Interfere wlth them slow 
absorpt~on of gold and te rn tory  " 

Meanwhile In splte of Anti-B~rth Control laws and such 
hberal penslons t o  the twenty thousand famll~es of 1 0  
chlldren o r  over t h a t  the publlc purse is suffering, the fig- 
ures of Itallan b~r th- ra te  ( 2  per cent less than  for the 
first half of 1928) a re  s a ~ d  t o  be causlng Mussollnl alarm 
for  h ~ s  hope of a populat~on of 75,000,000 by 1950 H e  
has issued a statement In I1 ~ o ~ o l o  d ' l taha t o  the effect 
t ha t  "w~thout quantlty there 1s no q u a l ~ t y ,  w~ thou t  num- 
bers there is no power" and he 1s looklng around for  new 
ways of s t~mulat lng human product~on Though money 1s 
no longer t o  be forthcoming, famllles of seven and over a re  
t o  be glven specla1 pnvlleges, honors and protect~on,  as  
members of the Natlonal Assocratlon of Numerous Fam- 
llies Better ma te rn~ ty  and Infancy care IS t o  lower the 
death-rate t ha t  has overhauled births, c ~ t y  l ~ f e  1s t o  be 

discouraged In favor of the farm, and great  efforts a re  t o  
be made t o  lncrease the agricultural output  of I taly 

I n  an a r t ~ c l e  In Gerarchta (quoted by Fredcr~ck Hollo- 
well In the N Y Herald T r ~ b u n e  of September 26), whlch 
was broadcasted throughout the Itallan press, Mussollnl 
expresses alarm over the "yellow per&" a t t a ~ k s  urban llfe 
a s  an  enemy of prolificacy, declares tha t  "no one takes Mal- 
thuslanlsm ser~ously any more" and prophesies tha t  un- 
less the blrth-rate rlses "everything tha t  has been done 
o r  will be done for the Fascist revolut~on wlll be perfectly 
useless, because a t  a certaln moment the fields, schools, 
garrisons, shops and fac tor~es  w ~ l l  not have any more 
men " 

"Italy's cmclal problem IS how t o  find work for her 
surplus populat~on," Professor Salvemlnl 1s quoted 
(Manchester Guardzan) a s  saylng In a recent lecture 
H e  added tha t  a Government which boasted of promot- 
Ing an  Increase In ~ t s  populat~on was not ent~tled t o  make 
t ha t  Increase a reason f o ~  demanding t e r r ~ t o r ~ a l  conquest 
The  F a s c ~ s t  Government should cease t o  repress emlgra- 
t ~ o n  and t o  encourage large famrlles Only then would ~t 
be ent~tled t o  ask other countries t o  conslder In a f r~endly  
sp ln t  the problem of Itallan over-populat~on 

FEWER BUT FITTER 

First Infant "I'm told we're scarcer than we used to he" 
Second Infant 'Yes, but just look at our condltlon" 

[The Regtstrar-Gencrsl's stattsttcal revlew fur last year shows that 
the infant death-rate has decltned from 130 to 70 per 1,000 since 1881 I 

(From Punch (London), Sept 28, 1928 ) 
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Correspondence 
T H E  HOUSING SITUATION I N  FRANCE 

Edstor P a n s  
In  one of your edltonals In the BIRTH CONTBOL REVIEW 

for  September (page 248) I notlce the following state- 
ment 

"Another dI5cult questlon whlch anses m a fully 
settled country whose population continues to Increase, 
1s the lack of houslng France, mth sts dmost s t a t w r y  
pop.Iataon, does not expenence thw drJFcJty Houses In 
the old days were bullt t o  last They do not wear out 
qulckly, and each generation can easily replace those that 
become outworn o r  unfit for habitation" 

The statement is erroneous, as anybody ~nt~mately  
famihar wlth condltlons In France would tell you The 
houslng sltuatlon In and around Parts 1s slmply fnghtful 
There 1s a fight for every room and apartment that for 
some reason or other becomes vacant, and ~t 1s onlv by 
paylng graft to the concierge or to agents, graft amount- 
mng from several hundreds to several thousand francs, 
that one can obtain an apartment (The graft, of course, 
1s ~llegal, but so 1s bootleggrng ID the Unlted States 
~llegal) The authorltles speak of buildlng houses for 
the poor, but they only speak, whlle they spend mllhons 
for new crulsers and submarines, the people fight desper- 
ately for a room and bed where to lay them heads 

W n ~ u a r  J ROBINSON, M D 

[It 1s true that Pans  has an acute houslng problem 
Nevertheless the remark t o  whlch D r  Rob~nson takes ex- 
ceptlon 1s true of France outslde of P a n s  and a few other 
cltles t o  wh~ch populat~on IS flocklng from the rural 
regrons -ED ] 

MARY AUSTIN AND "THE MOTHERS" 
Edstor Austln, Texas 

I have to thank you for sendlng me a copy of the BIBTE 
CONTROL REVIEW mth  Mr EUlsfs comment on Brfiault's 
book "The Mothers," whlch I renewed for you, mth the 
opportumty for further comment 

I am pleased to see that M r  Elhs agrees m t h  me both 
as  to the lnterestlng quallty of Mr B d a u l t ' s  mlnd, and 
as to the lack of authentication of much of the matenal 
upon whlch hls conclus~ons are based But it seems to me 
that he stlll gtves too much welght to the conclus~ons so 
arnved a t  

What I wlsh to protest seriously IS the acceptance of 
any conclus~ona about the soclal value of matnarchal or- 
ganlzatlon In the present state of our knowledge of lt 
I t  must be borne In mlnd that, until wlthln the last thlrty 
years, there has been no dIrect sclentlfic study of the 
matriarchy whlch brlngs t o  bear upon ~t both ethnolog- 
lcal and soclologrcal competence And even such study as  
has been made, has too often been made by men who are 

In the nature of thlngs excluded from what In pnmltlve 
society are regarded as women's mystenes 

In support of my protest, I have to offer my own ex- 
perlence of forty years In neighborly contact wlth prml- 
tlve soc~ety of both matriarchal and patnarchal groups, 
and that I stlll llve In dally touch mth the most advanced 
matnarchal culture known In the western hemisphere, of 
whlch there are 26 village groups here In the Southwest 
These are town-bulldng tnbes, whose culture 1s other- 
mse about on a level mth  that of anc~ent Crete, and of 
considerable vltahty ~n-as-much as ~t st111 reslsts the 
pressure of whlte llfe 

There 1s not space here to say what a matnarchal cul- 
ture IS In ~ t s  totahty, but there ls enough t o  say that ~t 
seems to me not In the least what Mr Brlffault thmks lt 
1s I m11 say, however, that  In so fa r  as lt affects the 
sexual morahty of the group, lt d~fferent~ates lt from the 
sexual morahty of the patnarchal group too llttle for the 
ordnary observer to apprec~ate ~t Matnarchlsm, among 
Amennds a t  least, IS not a sexual system a t  all, but an 
economc system whlch IS on the whole more favorable 
to women than 1s patnarchal organlzatlon Sexual llfe 
1s a httle more stable under Matriarchy slmply because 
under that system economlc hfe IS more stable. All 
posslble vanatlons of personal sexual behavlor eglst there 
as  elsewhere I o d j  msh that Havelock Efis  could spare 
a few years to make a competent study of the subject 

M ~ R Y  AUSTIN 

A POET IN SOCIAL WORK 

I am a soctal worker and I am mterested In Blrth Con- 
trol, as every lntelllgent man and woman should be One 
cannot be long In soclal work mthout beconung almost 
fanatical about ~t I enclose a llttle hne I wrote the other 
day, showmg you how wrought up I stdl get Years fall 
t o  ha&n me Thls woman had chlld after chlld, thls 
was to be her ~ u n t h  She was & m a t  broken, but not 
qulte, for once 1n a whlle she came up for alr, so to speak 
-that IS, her old self revlved for a second However, 
mth her next baby, she will probably lose everything ex- 
cept her deslre for rest and food-ln other words, be- 
come the sow that some folks thlnk she was Intended f o ~  
s k  representing all womankind I have called the verses 

LULLABY 

Lay your hands on my stomach, 
Lay your hands on my stomach, man, 
And feel the klcklngs there 
H o d d  you hke that? 
H o d d  you hke that sgalnst your supper 
Agalnst your breakfast, dlnner and supper 
Day In and day out? 



November, 18.98 

How'd you llke ~ t ,  
How'd you hke ~t elght times over? 
How'd you hke to  get 
Where none of you belongs to  you, 
Where gour body's turned mslde eut 
R r s t  for one t h u g  then another? 
None of me can hde, 
How'd you U e  that- 
You, who goes into the shed 
T o  sponge off? 
I'd hke me a shed, too, 
I'd hke me a shed where I could g6 
And be all alone-nothmg made or outslde 
But just me 
I'm fierce mth  cravlng 
For some of myself for myself 
Put  your hands on my stomach 
And feel the luckmgs there 
How'd you hke that, 
How'd you hke that, g o u r d ?  

Eugenics and Birth Control-More Letters 
Prom Edith Bwa,  gddanthroput a d  badcr an the 

moncnn'a mow-t 

I do not feel competent to pve  an oplmon of the pro- 
posal of comblmng the two magazmes 

I do feel however that Eugenlcs and Blrth Control are 
and should be nearly one and the same thmg I am a 
great a h r e r  of Mr Wlggam's books and am perfectly 
coddent that anythug you and he may declde upon 
would be for the best 

I msh I could be of more help I can only assure you 
of my conhued and deep mterest m gour work and that 
of the Ieague. 

On the fact of proposed merger of the two magazmes, 
the dec~s~on would seem to rest upon the terms offered- 
and the control whch the Blrth Control League would 
have m the Eugemc Soclety magazme-I would be op- 
posed to the loss of the name and would only be m favor 
of the combrnatlon ~f the Blrth Control League would 
have equal nghts m the new pubhcatlon I am consc~ous 
that my oplmon mlght be d5erent ~f I knew all the d e  
tab, thls 1s rather a leap m the dark 

Prom D r  Sulney E Goldatem,-Rabbh Free Synagogue, 
New Pork 

Allow me t o  acknowledge your note c o n c e m g  the plan 
to combme the BIRTH CONTBOL REVIEW mth  a Eugemcs 
Soclety magazine If t h s  plan would lead to a larger 
auhence I should greatly favor lt Another reason that 
commends itself to me IS t h ~ s  Such a combmatlon would 

pve  the Blrth Control movement a sclentlfic recogntt~on 
whch would be serviceable In many ways I see no reason 
for not combimng and many reasons for ~t 

From Katty Manon 

Judg~ng  from my own polnt of mew, that of selllng the 
BIRTH CONTBOL REVIEW on the street and talklng to all 
sorts of people, I would cons~der the combmlng of the 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW mth a Eugenlcs magazlne a 
hmdrance rather than a help to  both There 1s stlll 
enough ignorance and mlsunderstandmg on Blrth Control 
t o  warrant the REVIEW keeplng the Issue clear, and fight- 
mg ~ t s  own battles, a t  least untll the anti-Blrth Control 
laws are amended. 

I most earnestly hope you wlll not comblne mth  the 
E u y ~ n c x  R m  It would seem to many hke a confesaon 
of farlure I would mlhngly double my annual dues not 
to have you do ~ t ,  and am therefore enclosing cheque for 
$5 00 

Prom Mra John A h  Dougherty. Waxiungton, D C 

Would the name BIRTH CONTBOL REVIEW be used In the 
combuung of the two magazmes? I would not hke to see 
the name lost But on the other hand ~f the field covered 
by the comb~uatlon was larger and the results to us great- 
er, ~t would be worth great conslderatlon It would have 
t o  be a great deal greater to make me feel it was best t o  
make the change Because the name Barth Control gIves 
you pause when you see it, whereas E u g m a  does not I 
would he opposed to ~t unless assured that the advantage 
a c c m g  from such actlon was greatly to our benefit 

SOME PEOPLE ARE NEVER HAPPY 

" 'Twas the volce of the grouser-I heard hun complam- 
Just look a t  the blr th-rate l t ' s  fallen agam' 
In the next generation, unless we take heed, 
There'll be hardly more mouths than the country can 

feed, 
Unemployment wdl dwmdle, and mth it distress, 
Overcrowdmg, moreover, 1s sure to be less, 
And we shan't be years get t~ng a house or  a flat- 
Oh, how can we stand such dsaster as that?" 

-Paas~ng Show (London) 

We wffl gladly send you a sample copy 
of a labor plctorlal of unusual interest 

LABOR DEFENDER 
80 EAST llm STREET, NEW YORK, N Y 
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Recent Books by Margaret Sanger! 
MOTHERHOOD IN BONDAGE (Just Out) $3.50 

A collect~on of letters from mothers who cry out to be del~vered from 
the Inferno of paln and mlsery to whlch tyrannical laws agalnst Blrth 
Control have condemned them 

HAPPINESS IN MARRIAGE $1.50 
( T H I R D  L A R G E  P R I N T I N G  ) 

WHAT EVERY BOY AND GIRL SHOULD KNOW $1.50 
( S E C O N D  L A R Q E  P R I N T I N G )  

Order (addmg 10c postage) of the 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 FIFTH AVENUE 

New York C ~ t y  

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP MANAGEMENT CIRCULATION 
ETC REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST t 4  101% 

Of The Blrth Control Revlew publbhed monthly a t  NR York N Y for 
U&=&r 1 lora State of New Yo* County of New York 

Before me s notary puhlk In and for the State and monty a foras ld  
w m n n l l y  appeared M n  Mary Sumner Boyd who. barfly bren duly nnrn 
-In# t o  law d- and .ag. that .bc I8 the M ~ w l l y  Edltor of tbo BLIth 
Lulltrul Hevlcw and  thal the following 18 to  thc best ul her k o u w r w e  lrlld 
bellel a true a t e n t e n t  of the ownerahlp management (and if s dally 
the dreuletlun) ete of the aforraald publleatlon for the ds te  .bourn K c e  
sbove captlon requlred by the Act of Au st 24 lSl2 embodied In d u n  
411 Poatnl Laws and Regulatlonq p r l n t s o n  the rev- of tWa form to  
-.I* ".. 

1 That the names and addreera  of the publbher edltor manaslly cdl 
tor  and buslnau, m a n y e n  nre 

Publlaher-Amerlcnn Blrth Control k a m e  loc I04 Fifth Ave N Y 
CltY 

Edltor-Margaret Sanger 104 FHth Ase N Y Clty 
Manlylrtg Editor-Mary Sulnner Boyd 104 Flfth Ave. N Y CltY 
Business Manwera--None 
a That the owner Is (If the publleation b owned by an lndlvldual hta 

name and nddrau, or If owned by more than one lndlvldual the narlle and  
addrau, of each should be given below If the publication is owlled by a 
m r p o r ~ t l o n  the nasm of the wrporatlon and the names and addruvlea of Ute 
ettrkholdera ownlsz or holdlnn one per cent or more of L e  total amovvt . . 
i iClni ik &uld be- glven ) 

Amerlrnn Blrth Control Leyve Inc 104 F I W  Arc N Y City 
Non&DeL mrporatlon 
M n  F R o k r b n  Jon* President 104 Flfth Ava  N Y City 
Mr J Noah H Slrr  T m r e r  Plslllrill Village N Y 

8 Tbst the known bondholden moryaSea  and other r c o r l h  h o l d m  
owollny UI lluldlng I per a n t  or more uf total anluunl of b u d 8  mortgages, 
OI other a m r l u e  a r e  (If there a r e  non+ M s t a t e )  Nonr  

4 T I a t  the two parwmplu  next sbove d v l w  the namw of the o m e n ,  
.tOekholders and s s u r l t y  holdera. If any mntaln not on1 the llst of stue* 
holders and srmrlty holden ns they s pear upon the bmL of the company 
u tmstee or In ally a t l ~ e r  Aduelsry r e h l o n  the name of the penon or mr- 
pomtlon for whom such trustee Is &Ing I9 glren also that the nald two 
paragraphs mntnln atntemenb embraelng amant s full knowledge and bellel 
aa to the dreuntstanera and mn~diUuns under ,vldelt atuekholders and g e u r  
Ity holders uho  d o  not appear upon Ute books of the company ap t rustees 
hold s t a l  and s m r l t l w  In a eapnclty other thnn that of a bona Ade own 
er and thln amant hna no reaaon to belteve that any other p e m n  aaroefa 
tlon or m m m t l o n  has any Interest d l r s t  or l n d l r s t  In the nald sk& 
bndq or other 8surl t les thnn as so stated by blm 

MARY SUMNER BOYD 
Managing Editor 

Sworn to and subsrlbed before me t h b  28th day  of September ID28 
GEORGE MFNKFS 

Irurl (MY m m m h l o n  alra tdarrb M 1010) 

THE CROWDED FUTURE 
t '. r 





IMPORTANT SPECIAL OFFER ! 

Bound Volumes 
of the 

Birth Control Review 
T H E  VOLUME FOR 19261927, W I T H  INDEXES FOR BOTH YEARS, IS NOW READY 

P n c e  for  the two years, rn a strong servzceable brndrng 

$5.00 (Postage I5 cents) 

Indexes separate, 10 cents each 

Wlth the 1926-1927 volume we offer also a Llrnlted Number of the volume for 1924-1925 

for $3 50 (Postage 15 cents) 

T w o  years of the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW rn permanent bzndrng for $5 OO! 
Four years for  $8 50 (Postage 25 cents) ! 

AN EMINENTLY PRACTICAL GIM' T O  YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Order now, as our supply of the earller volume IS small! Glve thls Important source book 
to the lntelllgent readers of your cornmun~ty! 

There 1s st111 much to be done but we are mnnlng the great fight for Blrth Control Let us hand on the record of the 
struggle for one of the most unportant measures m the history of uv~llzatlon 

-- ----------- ------ - -  ----------------- ---------- 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

Room 1905, 104 Flfth Ave 

New York, N Y 

I enclose for wh~ch please send the following (put cross In box) 

[7 Index-1926-1927, 10 cents 

Volume for 1926-1927 mth lndex Pnce, $5 00 (Postage 1%) 

Volume for 1924.1925 Pnce, $3 50 (Postage 15c) 

None 

Address 


