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EDITORIAL 
opposltlon of the Roman Cathollc Church 

to Blrth Control IS based on thew rellglous be- THE 

Ilefs, and on them code of ethlcs founded not on rea- 
son or on human welfare, but accepted as the au- 
thorltatlve utterance of the Church Whether the 
rest of the Amerlcan people-compr~s~ng the p e a t  
majonty of the natlon-shall be compelled to obeq 
thls code, m splte of thew own consclentlous bellefs 
IS now a major Issue In Amerlcan po l~ t~cs  The 
Cathohcs appeal for tolerat~on and are loudly In- 
dignant when there IS any appearance of dlscrlml- 
natlon agalnst them Are they wllllng to extend 
the same toleration to others? Thls IS a vltal ques- 
tlon when a member of then church IS appeal~ng 
for the votes of hls fellow Americans Pomt IS 

glven to the quest~on by the fact that Margaret 
Sanger addressed an open letter on the subject to 
Card~nal Hayes She recelved no answer Nor 
have there ever been any Roman Cathohc protests 
agalnst such headlines as the follow~ng, from the 
Bznghamptm Press of March 3rd of thls year 
"Defeat of Gedney Blrth Control Blll IS Sought 
by the Roman Cathohc Church" Cardmal Hayes 
puhhcly sMed that the Church should keep out of 
pohtlcs Does he mean what he says? If he does, 
why no answer to Margaret Sanger's letter? The 
letter reads as follows 

"My a t t en t~on  has just been called to  your state- 
ment t o  the delegates at the 18th  Annual Convent~on 
of the Cathohc Press Assoc~at~on,  reported In the New 
York Evm~ng Sun of May 25th, 1928 

You are quoted as saymg, In your welcome t o  the 
delegates on behalf of the Dlocese of New York, tha t  
you a re  "m full agreement tha t  the church should be 
kept out of poht~cs-And a t  the same tune let us have 
the Cathohc press keep out  of p o h t ~ c s  " 

The Amencan Blrth Control League, Inc  IS deeply 
Interested In t h ~ s  statement Every year the League 
sponsors a b ~ l l  a t  Albany wh~ch, ~f passed, would per- 
m ~ t  phys~cians t o  glve Blrth Control adv~ce  t o  marr~ed 
persons Every year the only o p p o s ~ t ~ o n  comes from 
the Roman Cathol~c Church, through the Dloceses of 

Albany and New York, and from the Associated Cath 
o l ~ c  Chan t~es  of the Sta te  of New York 

When our representatives were ~nterv~ewlng mem- 
bers of Congress a t  Washmgton two years ago, they 
found Cathohcs, d~rected by the Natlonal Cathohc Wel- 
fare Counc~l, lobbying a g a ~ n s t  any change in the Fed- 
eral law govermng the dlstr~butlon or  lmportat~on of 
Blrth Control ~nformatlon or  matenals 

Does your statement mean tha t  in future the Catlr- 
o h  Church w111 keep out of p o l ~ t ~ c s  where leg~s la t~on 
on B r t h  Control is concerned, and will your Church 
cease its pollcy of ~ n t ~ m d a t ~ o n  of these members of 
Congress and of the New York Legslature who do not 
think as  you do, but who have been threatened, In the 
past, wlth defeat ~f they voted for our  bills? 

We entmely agree w ~ t h  your reported statment that 
"the church should be kept out of p o l ~ t ~ c s "  I s  the 
statement attributed to  you correct, and what does ~t 
lmply? Many thousands of marned people In New 
Yolk State are interested In your answer 

natlon-wlde pubhclty glven to the Crom- 
well case has called forth edltorlal comment In THE 

the newspapers of most of the Important cltles from 
the Atlant~c coast to the Paclfic I n  many cases 
the comment ends wlth a confession of lnablhty to 
see any solutlon to such a problem "The woman 
knew when she got marrled that she would have to 
brmg chlldren Into the world" IS a typlcal attltude 
But there have not been lacklng emphatlc recom- 
mendatlons of ster~hzatlon and of Blrth Control 
lnstructlon for parents The case was not unlque 
Unhappily there are too many such Mrs Crom- 
well, who had been marrled twlce, IS stated to have 
had five chlldren by her first husband of whom only 
one IS Ilvlng, and thlrteen by her present husband, 
Edward Cromwell, of whom four are Ilvlng, one of 
them a helplessly defectlve baby permanently In a 
children's hospltal Two factors seem to have been 
almost equally strong m Mrs Cromwell's mmd- 
fear for her own hfe, whlch was threatened by fur- 



ther child-beanng, and fear of more defectwe chd- 
dren She had her husband arrested and appealed 
to the courts for protection But In Comect~cut, 
as in any other State where this mlght have hap- 
pened, there 1s no law to protect the hfe of a moth- 
er, or to protect society from havmg to assume the 
burden of the mamtenance of chlldren who may 
reasonably be expected to be un6t for normal hfe 
More than this, there 1s not a c h c  m the State to 
whxh Mrs Cromwell could be sent for Blrth Con- 
trol mtruct~on, nor 1s there any way m wh~ch elther 
she or her husband could secure steruhtion, how- 
ever much they m~ght deslre it 

B I R T H  CONTROL in Comectlcut is sternly 
forb~dden The law is not amed at the glmng 

of informat~on, whether by doctors or by one per- 
son to another I t  1s auned at the mdmdual who 
dares to use any artificial means of contraception 
With such a law on the statute book how could any 
judge admse the couple to secure mformat~on, even 
if there were any source whence they could obtam 
it It would be recommendmg them to c o m t  a 
crune As for s t e r b t ~ o n ,  that IS reserved for 
the lnmates of the State prson and of the State 
hospitals for the mane  Only by comrmtment to 
one of these hospitals could stenhat~on be legally 
performed e~ther on the man or the woman Hence 
the judge, however much  IS sympathies mght have 
been aroused, was absolutely helpless The man 
had to be hscharged, after a mental test that 
showed him to be defhtely subnormal Mrs Crom- 
well had to take her chance of early death, and the 
State wdl have to malntain one or more defectwe 
ch~ldren No wonder that the Inducnapolte T z m s  
charactermd it as "heart-rendmg tragedy" and 
urged the B~r th  Control people to get busy on it 
No wonder that the Cleveland Press, lookmg 
around, and findmg that a Birth Control Clmc had 
been establ~shed in them clty, congratulated the 
Cleveland mothers that they had no need to "re- 
sort to such extremes " No wonder that the Con- 
nectlcut Branch of the American Blrth Control 
League 1s qthckenmg the actmt~es already well 
started, to secure the mpmg out of the law wh~ch 
forb~ds even such a woman as Mrs Cromwell from 
practising the healthy and health-gmng methods 
whch sclence 1s now perfectmg for the use and 
benefit of humamty If t h ~ s  trag~c case gwes an 
unpulse to the work of the Amencan Blrth Con- 
trol League, d ~t brmgs nearer the tune when hun- 
dreds of thousands of women wdl be saved from 
such a fate as hers, Mrs Cromwell wdl not have 
hved and suffered m vam 

A VERY remarkable address from one of the 
most emment of Brltish Engmeers was made 

at the Centenary celebrations of the Instltut~on of 
Civd Engmeers in London, on June 5th Instead 
of bemg content to laud the great accomphshments 
of enpeering since the Inshtute was even ~ t s  
Royal Charter In 1828, Slr Alfred Emng devoted 
hmself to the contrast between man's progress m 
the conquest of natural forces, and h ~ s  barkward- 
ness m regard to the improvement of the race En- 
p e e r l n g  triumphs had been great and marvellous. 
and as far as they served the comfort and convem- 
ence of mankmd were welcomed But, for the fu- 
ture, Sir Alfred Ewmg looked forward rather to 
the divers~on "of the mental energy of mankmd. 
now flomng so strongly in the channel" of eng- 
neermg discover~es and mvent~ons, to new objec- 
tives H e  saw mankmd as "a chld to whom has 
been gven a sharp-edged tool before he has the 
sense to handle ~t msely" Engmeermg has 
equipped the nat~ons "wlth engmes of destruct~on 
incomparably more potent and ruthless than any 
known before", but engmeers had forgotten that 
progress In thew art had "far outstripped the ethl- 
cal progress of the race" H e  made no mentlon of 
any specfic means of race betterment, but press 
comments on hls address, pomt to the mlstence of 
H G Wells on the need for a sense of common citl- 
zenshlp of the world, and also to the further need 
of "a consc~ous development of the human race, 
mth a mew to the elurunat~on of the chef causes of 
war" Such a development c a ~ o t  be hoped for, 
unless the Intellect and energes, whch m the past 
have been devoted to the development of mater~al 
c ~ v h a t ~ o n ,  be turned m larger and larger propor- 
tlons to the greater quesbon of the spmtual de- 
velopment of man humelf 

A CORRECTION 

I N the May Issue of the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
the statement was made that "the convention of 

the Nat~onal League of Women Voters has agam 
refused to put Birth Control on the program of the 
League " We are asked to explam that the ques- 
tlon was not brought before the full convent~on 
It came before two of the Committees--CMd Wel- 
fare and Social Hygene, and m neither comm~ttee 
did ~t receive the three-fourths majorlty necessary 
m order to add new matter to the programme The 
quest~on was therefore dec~ded by the comm~ttees 
and not by vote of all the delegates We are glad 
to make this explanat~on and to be able to hope that 
had the delegates had the opportu~~ty,  the result 
mght have been favorable to Birth Control 



Family Disruption 
Some Fundamental Causes*. 

By JESSIE CONDIT 

T HERE IS a rapidly growmg s e n h e n t  m fav- 
or of a frank facmg of facts regardmg marri- 

age, and an mteugent effort to remove the obstacles 
to a successfd adjustment of mantal ddicdties 
Tlus paper seeks to pomt out some of the funda- 
mental causes of those dficulhes 

There has always been maladjustment m farmly 
hfe but there are perhaps more factors m our pres- 
ent day c ~ v h a b o n  whch make for uneasmess and 
hscontent m the marital relatlonshp than ever be- 
fore The crowdmg of people mto clties, the mul- 
tlpheahon of mterests outside the home, the com- 
lexlhes of dustma1 Me, the ease of transportahon, 
the ~ncreasmg absorpbon of women m busmess, a 
love of pleasure, false mantal standards fostered 
by much of our cheap lrterature and drama, the 
lessenmg of the d u e n c e  of organued rehgon m 
the hves of young people, the hlgh cost of beanng 
and reanng chtldren, have all contnbuted Immense- 
ly to &IS end 

Fundamental causes go back of such surface m- 
&cahons as "Poverty", "Deserhon", "Drunken- 
ness", "Immorahty", etc Basic factors after all 
must be rather generally ahke for all types of fam- 
dy hruphon, and it IS the real job of the soclal 
worker to d e t e m e  what these baslc factors are 
At  present we are snnply straw the surface m 
our treatment of mantal ~ c u l h e s ,  but we com- 
rmt an unpardonable breach of fslth lf we fad to 
keep step 161th fads whch the social sclences are 
uncovering, or neglect to study and attempt to m- 
terpret m the hght of the above, repeated phenom- 
ena cortung to the surface mtbm our own expen- 
ences 

Mamage Tenstom 

There are certam outstandmg confhcts or "ten- 
s~ons" as they are often called, whch are respons- 
~ble for the borganmbon of fa& hfe Among 
those most commonly found are age, rehgon, race, 
culhre, tempersment, appehtes and hablts, m&- 
vldusl capaahes and abhbes, relationshp between 
members of the f a d y ,  health, economic con&tions, 
sexual response and the fear of pregnancy Some 
of these confhcts alone may be sdic~ent  to brmg 
about &sorgamzahon of the farmly, m other cases 
several are mter-related Bad early trainmg wblch 
gves rlse to low Ideals of home hfe and of personal 

*Extracts fmm a paper read at the Nattonal Probatton Confer- 
ence la Hemp& May 1.5, 1928 

obligat~on plays a large part m the maladjustments 
of mamed people 

Mrs Barber is a very superlor httle woman, the 
mother of four children to whom she is devoted and 
to whose care and t r a m g  she is gvmg intelligent 
attenhon She was brought up m an lnstltutlon 
and she wants more than anythmg m the world to 
mamtam a real home for her chddren Her hus- 
band, a man of good family, was gassed whde he 
was m semce H e  used to be devoted to her and 
the chddren but he IS now suffenng more and more 
frequently from spells of mtoxlcation at tunes ap- 
proachmg dehium tremens and h s  habits and h s  
attitude toward her and the chldren when he IS not 
hlmself are &sgustmg m the extreme His mental 
hsorder and h s  physlcal demorahtlon are the 
fundamental causes which he back of the drunken- 
ness, the mfidehty and the fXthy hablts whch are 
makmg the manta1 relationshp unbearable The 
fear of another pregnancy-her youngest chdd, a 
frad, sickly httle thmg, IS only two months old-has 
produced a tens~on which is havmg a very bad emo- 
t~onal effect upon Mrs Barber and is dnvlng hun 
to excesses outside the home She has begged to be 
supphed mth contraceptive mformatlon and be- 
heves that mth the estabhshment of a moral nor- 
mal sex Me mthm the home, she may be able to help 
hun to mthstand the temptahom on the outslde 

Mrs Baker came to us almost two years ago mth 
the story that her husband was a dope fiend and 
that he was a member of a rmg whch was &spos- 
mg of drugs contrary to law She clanned to be m 
mortal fear of hun and begged for protection for 
herself and her four chddren A careful mveshga- 
tion brought to hght facts whlch mhcated that Mrs 
Baker has spent some months m a psychopathic 
hospltal m a &stant clty and that her stones about 
her husband were probably hallucmatlons She 
was persuaded to enter a hospital for treatment and 
we placed the chddren 

Mr Baker made a falrly good salary and was 
amply able to provlde for his chddren Whde h s  
mfe was away, however, he faded to pay the board 
regularly and we practically clothed the chlldren 
H e  himself was always well dressed and we heard 
stories about the gay part~es he entertamed from 
tune to tune at the house H e  vlslted the &&hen 
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and h ~ s  wife every week and d~splayed real affec- 
tion for them 

When Mrs Baker returned from the hosp~tal a t  
her husband's so l~c~ta t~on  but aga~nst the advice of 
the psychlatr~st, it was poss~ble for us to talk the 
whole situat~on over w ~ t h  her frankly and freely 
She explamed to us that the greatest cause of 
conflict m the home was her husband's selfishness 
wh~ch man~fested ~tself in h ~ s  ~nsistence upon pro- 
vidmg h~mself with adequate food, good clothmg 
and personal pleasures regardless of the famdy 
needs and m h ~ s  excesswe sexual demands upon her 
They had been marr~ed ten years and she had been 
pregnant eleven tmes Although he was fond of 
h ~ s  four ch~ldren, he resented each pregnancv on 
the ground they could not afford anothe~ child and 
had insisted upon the abort~ons She had broken 
phys~cally and mentally under the stram and 
dreaded the thought of l~ving w ~ t h  h m  again for 
fear of a new pregnancy 

A n  appo~ntment was made for her at  the B ~ r t h  
Control Clinic In New York and the whole s~tua-  
tion gone over very carefully with M r  Baker Close 
supervlslon of the home has resulted in a better 
understandmg between husband and w ~ f e  and a 
much better cooperat~on in the care and t ramng of 
the ch~ldren who had been emot~onally disturbed 
by the tens~on in the household The savlng factor 
In t h ~ s  farn~ly s~ tua t~on  was the attitude of affec- 
t ~ o n  wh~ch made ~t possible to secure cooperat~on in 
the ehm~nat~on of some of the causes makmg for 
d~srup t~on  

Eleven Chzldren 

When we first knew Mrs Brown she had a nice 
httle home and two well cared for chlldren A t  
that t ~ m e  her husband had fallen in w ~ t h  bad com- 
pany and she came to us to gwe our help to stop h ~ s  
drmkmg and to keep h ~ m  workmg steaddy H e  
was weak but he loved h ~ s  wife and fam~ly and we 
succeeded in steadymg hun and ma~ntmung for a 
tune a decent standard of hvmg Then the chd- 
dren began to arrlve very rap~dly With the advent 
of the fourth chdd, M r  Brown began to lose his 
grip again H e  was an unskdled laborer and his 
Income was so small that he grew d~scouraged be- 
cause of the many demands of h ~ s  growlng famdy 

Mrs Brown has now had her eleventh ch~ld He r  
husband is completely demoralized and she, broken 
m health and sp~rit ,  has deteriorated ~ n t o  a scoldmg, 
naggmg, sh~ftless creature, totally Incapable of 
meetmg the phys~cal, mental and moral needs of 
her numerous chddren, who are spendmg long 
hours on the streets and among e v ~ l  assoc~ates 
Capable of domg a really decent job with a small 
family, they have found then present responsibil- 
ltles too great for their lim~ted abilit~es The man 

1s still in the home but the actual dlsorgan~zation 
of the family is complete Lack of stamina, pov- 
erty and ignorance of methods of fam~ly l~mitat~on 
have been fundamental causes here 

And so we m~gh t  go on, citing case after case of 
maladjustment Mental defect and mental d~sor- 
der, mdustnal meffic~ency, lack of self-control, ab- 
sence of a sense of respons~b~hty, differences in age, 
race, rehgion, culture, temperament, jealousy, In- 
terference from outs~ders and the hke all contr~bute 
them share to the disrupt~on of the famlly Per- 
haps to a greater extent than any other one factor 
sex incompat~b~hty, including lack of response or 
excessive demands plays an mportant part 

I f  the marriage of the future is to be successful 
there must be spec~fic informat~on concerning the 
nature of fam~ly hfe, more effic~ent economlc ad- 
min~stration of the household, more careful selec- 
tion of a mate, a better understanding of the sex 
hfe and of the art  of love, greater concern for the 
development of the ~ndividual, more scientific 
knowledge with reference to fam~ly lim~tatian and 
a more intelhgent understandmg of ch~ldren and 
their problems Above all our young people must 
be taught that marrlage 1s not a s ta t~c institution, 
a mold mto which every one must be pressed re- 
gardless of personal d~fferences-a price to be p a ~ d  
for certa~n social privdeges, but, m the words of one 
of the younger generation who has t r~ed  ~ t ,  a "pul- 
satmng, dynamic, everchangmg, every-new soc~al 
process, more v~tal ,  more important, more pregnant 
with physical, mental and psychical meaning than 
any other known or ~magmed human relationship" 
To him ~t 1s the "most d~fficult, the most hed about, 
the most m~sunderstood, and the least studled of 
human ~nstitutions , but the most mterestmg, the 
most exc~ting, the most worthwhile and the most 
sa~sfactory experience known " 

I f ,  in addhon to the spec~fic informat~on neces- 
sary for the proper functioning of the famly, we 
can give our young people t h ~ s  ,ision of the beauty, 
the romance, the spmtual value of the great advent- 
ure wh~ch lies before them, future generat~ons will 
need to concern themselves far less w ~ t h  the disor- 
ganization of the fam~ly 

The problem of populatron w not a lzerc one We quote 
from "The T m t h  Seeher" ( N e w  Ymk) ,  of May 26th, 
1928 

"Prayers were offered zn Ireland m the year 657 for 
a p e s t w e  to redwe the number of the lower classes, so 
that the rest mlght lwe wt comfort "-BABING GOULD. 



Practica 1 Race Betterment 

I H O P E  to be able to demonstrate* that Blrth 
Control IS the most Important social movement 

of the day, inasmuch as it IS the only practical meas- 
ure known for the betterment of the human race 

Most of our phllanthroplc activities are not such 
as to bulld up a healthy, more Intelligent race 
Asylums and charity organlzatlons and hospitals 
merely mend and patch up society without perma- 
nently reduclng dlsease and destltutlon Philan- 
thropy has lagged far hehlnd sclence Social re- 
form has stumbled along blindly m the paths of 
habit and sentiment People have preferred to 
give for the alleviat~on of social ills, rather than for 
the prevention of these ills I n  the past ~t has been 
easler to interest people in the rehabilltatlon of m- 
dustrial crlpples than in the enactment of measures 
to prevent the accidents that make the crlpples, in 
doling out food and clothmg to the famllies of the 
workless, rather than in reduclng the amount of un- 
employment 

Most of our philanthropy has been not only futlle, 
as far as effecting any permanent improvement is 
concerned, ~t has been positively harmful, for it has 
preserved for maturity and parenthood the weak- 
lmgs who would otherwise have died w~thout giving 
blrth to sickly children Here 1s a typical case - 

The Amerlcan Blrth Control League bas a 
branch office m the congested East Slde of New 
York The janltor of the tenement house in wh~ch 
the office IS, seems usually to be drunk, and h ~ s  wife, 
who IS of low grade mentality and is nurslng a two- 
months' old baby, does hls work, cleaning stalrs, 
etc As janltor, her husband IS paid $15 00 a month 
and is gwen three dark rooms I n  these rooms hve 
father and mother, the baby, two older chlldren and 
two boarders Three other children are m charit- 
able mstitutions, and all the SIX chlldren wdl prob- 
ably soon be taken care of by chanty, and wlll be 
brought up  to have children of them own, all, prob- 
ably, m th  then had heredity, subnormal phys~cally 
or mentally I n  be~ng klnd to the present, is not 
chanty being cruel to the future? 

Ducnrmnatmg Against the Poor 

Most couples among the more fortunate classes 
of soclety now practlce contraception, that IS, by 
mechanical means and wlthout any interruption of 
their marrled life, they prevent conception, except 
when they deslre a child 

The poorer classes do not generally succeed In 
getting contracept~ve information I n  some cases - 

.This qrtlcle @ part of an nddress delwered at Dqrtmouth College 

this is because of lack of intelhgence, In some, of 
initiative, in others, of opportunity I n  about half 
the states In this country there are ant]-Birth Con- 
trol laws, wh~ch result in preventlng the poorer 
classes from learning contraceptlon, although the 
upper classes, who consult doctors in them private 
offices, can usually get the lnformatlon This state 
of affalrs IS h~ghly dysgenic, those least fit to brmg 
up  many chlldren have the largest families, and 
those best qualified, have the fewest chlldren In- 
stead of Improving, the race is steadlly deteriorat- 
ing 

Social workers and thlnkers are beginning to ap- 
preciate thls A t  last philanthropy is begln- 
nmg to ask guldance of sclence It is asking "How 
can the foundations be laid for a stronger and finer 
race?" 

The Answer of Eugen~cs 

Now how IS this quest~on answered by Eugenics 
-the science of raclal betterment* 

The Eugenists seem to have four planks In theu 
platform 

1) Gettlng the right people to marry each other, 
m order to secure the best heredity for the chlldren 

2)  Making the best, most competent people have 
more children 

3)  Makmg the less competent people have fewer 
children 

4) Preventing actual degenerates from having 
any chlldren a t  all 

Plank No 1 doesn't seem very practicable at  
present I do not believe anyone of you would 
agree to let the Amerlcan Eugenics Society pick 
out a w f e  for you 

Plank No 2 is not very practicable either It 
would be difficult to persuade our frlends of the 
superlor class to have more chlldren than they want 
for the sake of the future of the race 

For any general improvement of the race, we 
shall have to depend upon what I have called planks 
Nos 3 and 4 

No 4 conslsts of preventlng degenerates (those 
who are likely to transmlt to then children serlous 
hereditary defects) from havlng any children a t  all 
by sterilmng them 

But sterilization can touch only a small corner of 
the problem for the number of the degener~tes to 
whom ~t 1s applicable IS small In companson to the 
multitudes who, though not degenerate or grossly 



defectwe, are yet below the average physically or 
mentally 

It 1s to them that the thlrd olank m the Eueenics " 
platform applies I n  order to Improve the race, we 
must bring it about that the less competent mem- 
bers of society who are, In general, among the poor, 
have fewer chlldren than they have now T h ~ s  is 
hghly pract~cahle, for as every social worker 
knows, these people would like to have fewer chil- 
dren They do mt mnt  to have so many children 
that the mother is worn out mth bearlng them and 
caring for them, and the father can not earn enough 
to support them properly 

Nearly ten thousand mothers from all over the 
country write to the Amer~can Blrth Control 
League every year, beggmg to be told safe meth- 
ods of famlly limitation Wherever a Birth Con- 
trol c h ~  1s opened, the mothers of the poor come 
flockmg to learn contraception 

I n  order that the less competent classes of so- 
ciety shall have fewer chlldren, all that IS necessary 
1s that safe, reliable methods of contraception shall 
be made generally accessible to them 

The Answer of Buth Control 

How can thls be done' 
1) Section 211 of the Federal Postal Law should 

be amended to permit the m a h g  and expressing 
of contraceptive prescriptions and supphes and 
scientific reports on the subject 

2) All state laws adverse to Birth Control should 
be amended 

3) Every medical school should teach the safest, 
most reliable methods of contraception, so that all 
doctors wdl be able to prescribe them 

4 )  Contraceptive information should be avail- 
able in every clmc, dispensary and health center, 
where the poor get medlcal advlce It IS now avail- 
able only in 22 climes m t h s  country, 9 in New 
York City (where the law allows physicians to g v e  
contraceptive advice, though unfortunately, only 
for the "cure and prevention of disease", and not 
for economic reasons,) 6 In Ibnois, 3 m Cahfornia, 
one each in Denver, Baltimore, Detrolt, Mmne- 
apolis The largest of these clinics IS that main- 
tamed by the American Birth Control League m 
New York City I n  thls cluuc 4,500 pahents were 
adv~sed durmg 1927 But many apphcants had to 
be turned away without help, though they could 
not possibly care for more children than they had 
already, or support any more, and if they had more 
ehildren, the family would be dependent upon char- 
ity Yet our phys~c~an could not help them, be- 
cause they were not diseased or definitely threat- 
ened with disease The patients were many of them 
referred to the cliruc by social workers and soc~al- 

m d c a l  workers, who realized thew need for Birth 
Control 

When the Amencan Blrth Control League 
reaches ~ t s  goal, and safe, rehable contraceptwe 
methods may be learned by all marned persons,- 
what w111 the results be? 

I n  the f i s t  place, deshtution and dependency 
wdl be steadily reduced Every soclal worker 
knows that the chief cause of poverty 1s the Increase 
of the size of the fa& beyond the a b l t y  of the 
wage earner to prov~de for it Let  us conslder the 
case of famhes like the hundred for whom a special 
appeal was made by New York charities m the 
"Tomes" last December 

These cases are typlcal of thousands m every 
clty Take an unskdled laborer earmng say $28 00 
a week That WIH provlde the bare necessihes of 
hfe for John, his wife Mary and two chddren They 
have enough to eat and Mary can manage to take 
pretty good care of the chddren They just man- 
age to get on But the next year, when the thud 
baby arrives Mary can't do as much for the older 
children, she doesn't keep them as neat as she used 
to, and after a wakeful mght mth the baby, she IS 

often too tired to take the older chlldren out the 
next day John can't afford to pay the doctor's 
b~l l  and ~t worries him After buymg the milk and 
p e n e s  and paying the rent for three rooms, there 
1s not enough money left to buy Mary warm wmter 
clothmg, and she catches cold More bills for med- 
lcme Then one evemg Mary tells John that there 
1s another baby on the way When thls one arrives, 
it is a puny httle thmg and Mary 1s sick a long 
tune John get desperate Perhaps he takes to 
drmk, perhaps he just clears out, perhaps he works 
overtme to try to earn more, untd he breaks down 
I n  any case the famdy probably has to appeal to 
chanty 

With Birth Control all t h s  wdl be avoided Mary 
and John d have only as many chddren as Mary 
has health and strength to care for and John wages 
to provlde for 

Practical Eugenics 

When Blrth Control knowledge IS generally sc- 
cesslble, there wdl be a steady reduction m pauper- 
ism and disease, no need for charity, and a general 
betterment of the race 

That Birth Control IS the great ulstrument of ra- 
cial betterment is commg to be generally recog- 
nized Havelock Elhs says of it "All those today 
who are deeply concerned in the great problem of 
Eugenic progress assume, as n matter of course, 
that the only practical mstrument by whlch Eugen- 
ICS can work IS Buth Control" 



Sidelights 

B IRTH CONTROL has become so widely ac- 
cepted and practised m western Europe and 

North America that, whde there n stdl much left 
to accomphsh, yet more and more can some of the 
propaganht energy be devoted to other parts of 
the world What a task t h  IS and how much ~t 
needs to be tackled T h ~ s  struck me afresh when 
readmg a book of travels, written mth no special 
purpose of throwmg hght on population problems 

"Ths World of Ours" written by Mr J H 
Curle contam some dlummatlng sidelights on reck- 
less breedmg of human bemgs as it presents Itself 
to hn observant glance m various parts of the 
world Of Japan he writes 

'When I reached Japan I found she was full She 
was mdeed chock full and her food producers hard 
put to ~t All over the land the people were m the fields 
by dayhght Each cultlvablc foot lay under rzce or 
vegetables, all day long coohes earned out the hquld 
content of cesspools, spreadmg ~t over the sod, and 
there was no waste a t  all, yet the pnce of food kept 
nslng and there was a sense of pressure and f u t h t y  
The Japanese, under some b h d  mstmct, were b r d n g  
hke rabb~ts  Them ever-mcreasmg mllhons demanded 
food, lands and outlet, and because these t h g s  were 
not, Japan was become a menace t o  all the Paclfic 

"A decrease m the birth-rate, or tremendous wars 
of expansson he surely ahead for these people I f  
them Emperor m  IS & m e  m d o m  pves the word, 
they mll breed on I f  he proclams caution, and a d* 
crease, they d obey, the blrth-rate checks of western 
c ~ ~ t i o n , ~  t o  t h  race of mtators ,  should come 
eamly " 
Fortunately there IS hope that Japan may choose 

the WLW course, when the government appomts a 
comrmss~on to study its population problem and m- 
vltes &stm@ed experts m other countries for 
thew opnuons 

Chmese lndustry and Chmese enterprne meet 
mth Mr Curle's admuahon and cornrnentmg espe- 
c~ally on the adivlhes of the Chmese m the Malay 
Archpelago he says. 

"In a thousand spots up  and down the vast Archi- 
pelago some Chlnese community 1s settled and thnnng  
They are hreless workers The heat IS as nought t o  
them, mdoors o r  out, you wdl see them always at ~ t ,  
yet they hve nndly,  and take them pleasures They 
are a queer compound of cleadness and filth And 
how they breed1 No such fecundity has been known m 
humankmd Chlnese c~tres are just spewmug beds, 
along these tropwal rlvers where they settle, where 
Nature herself spawns so notously, htters of chddren 
are born as  it were ovemght " 

I n  Chum itself, largely Inspired by a vlslt from 
Margaret Sanger a few yesrs ago, B ~ r t h  Control 
propaganda and practice has begun, but m the 
present unsettled state of the country progress 
must be slow and cannot reach the Chmese groups 
scattered all over the ~slancis of the far east 

Mr Curle's most mterestmg observations m Eu- 
rope concern Russia, whch he is very far from re- 
gardmg as a m e d  country, remarkmg that the 
revolution IS merely an "mcident m her story" In- 
deed so unpressed is he by what he saw of the 
fecunhty of Russia's women and wheatfields that 
he thlnks they must possess the future 

"The Slav woman stands for a boundless, an appall- 
mng n tah ty  In the mass, they are a tldal wave of Me1 
and in Nature's eyes, where only hfe counts, are the 
strongest, greatest thmg m Russra Beslde them, the 
Slav men, vltal and endunng themselves, fade Into noth- 
mgness 

"Mdhons of acres of wheat 1 

"bfdhons of placid women conceivmg, and brulpng 
forth' Nature's reservoirs are bottomless hereabouts 
-and the future 1s the Slav's " 

Such passages form a s t r h g  dlustration of the 
necessity for a world-wide campaign for Blrth Con- 
trol Such a campaign should be one of the natural 
sequels of the great World Population Conference 
gathered together by Margaret Sanger m Geneva 
last year 

THE DESPERATE 
"Mother of Froe Shoots Husband-'Couldn't Stand 

Dog's Lsfe' "-Naos Item 

I'm sorry that it had to be this way. 
But stdl, he dtdn't sutfer hke a sick 
Slow dym' would 'a' gnpped hun mth decay 
Sorry fer them five luds they'll mss  his pay 
But I am't sorry that I &d ~t qu~ck 

And I am't thmkld what you'll do t o  me, 
You and your laws and courts, and I don't care' 
I've had about all hell that  there can be 
I n  thss professional matemty 
Tled to a brute-a holy wedded pair' 

T o  cook and scrub aln't all to seem' red, 
With cryln' brats and slck ones, and no money, 
Hun s t a g g e d  home In hquor, then abed 
And so I had to shoot hlm through the head- 
He  made h s  mother-joke too awful fumy 

- B E N J A ~ ~  MUSSBE 



Bzrth Control Revzew 

A Little Study of Married Life 
To be Ill, and Not to Know It, Is to be Doubly Ill. 

By JANET CHANCE 

is the whole trouble with "nerves" Few 
people really believe that "nerves" are an ill- TAT 

ness 
Say, "she is suffering from nerves" and no one 

takes it seriously No one knows what it means. 
And yet nervous troubles are,-(I speak as a 

layman,) clearly defined and classified and readily 
recognized as rllnesaes by any doctor who is fit to an 
opinion on them 

And when I say illness, I mean illness I do not 
mean tantrums, nor moods, nor lack of self-control, 
nor unreasonableness 

No, illness Plain ordinary ill health Just  as 
fever is 111 health and is not unreasonableness Just  
as much and no more than rheumatism is 111 health 
and is not unreasonableness 

I have no hesitation In saying that there are thou- 
sands of men and women, but chiefly women, to-day 
who are seriously ill nervously and do not know it 
Chiefly women, for men are made aware of their 
condition quicker than wonien They are either 
fairly fit or their employer or their bank balance 
tells them that they are not But women are cap- 
able of bemg vaguely well, or vaguely ill, or vague- 
ly very unwell indeed, without knowing it 

Such women are not happy, nor healthy, they 
suffer and cause perpetual irritation, they have 
llttle active enjoyment and give none, and yet they 
would laugh in your face if you told them their 
sufferings and discomforts were caused by ill- 
health 

Now nervous ill-health touches some families of 
course, only as an  April shower Tempers are 
ruffled and storms occur But the victim knows her 
weakness, takes a day in bed or a week away from 
home and the squall passes 

But on other homes, nervous illness descends like 
a black pall, embitters life day in, day out, and 
finally rots out lave, esteem and faithfulness 

Those homes are lucky - lucky, m ~ n d  you - 
where it takes the form of a listless wife, a depressed 
mother, and a woman without interest or capac~ty 
For sooner or later her husband must realize that 
more than mere wilfulness is present and he must 
call in a doctor There is then a faint hope-for 
with the average general practitioner the hope is, 
up to the date of writing, fairly faint-that this 
mfe will be landed in the consulting room of a 
nerve specialist who knows his business 

But heaven help those other homes where nerve 
illness In the wife shows ~tself in nagging, in unrea- 
sonableness, in suspicion, in senseless opposition to 
evrey proposal, In "not knowing what she wants 
and not bemg happy t ~ l l  she gets it " I n  these 
homes, the husband's life is barely worth living, 
and the mfe's most certa~nly is not And yet no 
one ever says, "That woman is ill " What they do 
say need not be repeated here 

Nerve Illnesses 

These illnesses-for there are many forms-are 
cruel They attack the seat of life itself I f  a leg 
is broken, it is not to the torn lrgaments and shat- 
tered nerves that you look for an understanding 
of the disorder or for the courage to face the cure 
I n  that case there IS left intact above and beyond 
the damaged part, the mind to control and endure 
But in nervous disorders, the disease takes the cita- 
del before the alarm ever can be Pven 

The illness ur unbalance, vagueness, lack of men- 
tal grip and energy, of judgment, of patience, of 
all that would make for sensible conduct 

I n  fever, you ignore the unreasonableness and 
set to work on the cure I n  cases of definite nerv- 
ous ill health the same pohcy should be adopted, 
but rarely is until some crisis compels it 

What then is to be done with the chronicallv un- 
reasonable and unhappy woman? 

Well, my dear sir, if you are in earnest, if you 
dread the moment when you put your latch key m 
the door of your home, if nothing you suggest is 
ever right and everythmg you attempt to put right 
is certam to be wrong, then pull yourself together 
You have a decision to face 

I s  it to be war to the knife, not with your mfe, 
but m t h  her ill health? I s  it, ~f need be, to be 
dynanute in the home in one tremendous fight for 
happiness' Or is it to be just as it has been all 
these years, no happiness, no certamty, only a con- 
ventionally settled home, no scandal 

Choose 1 I f  the latter, you need read no further If  
the former, then be ready to go through with it 
Say nothing, promise nothing, threaten nothmg, 
unless you are prepared to fulfill your words, come 
what may 

Go to your wife Tell her how unhappy you are 
Say it in plain Enghsh, the pla~ner the better Say 
it all out Say that you still love her, still feel the 



old charm of her body and her mmd and that you 
want to be happy And say ~t well That wdl 
vrobably be sufficient She wdl want to be worthy 
nf your expressed desires 

And ~f that falls2 Then you must tell her plalnly 
that there are only two explanat~ons of her behav~or 
One IS that she IS well and IS d~ssat~sfied If  that IS 

so, she must table her grievances and say what she 
wants from hfe Say that to end her d~ssat~sfac- 
tion and yours, you are qu~ te  ready to face separa- 
t ~ o n  or divorce There are other men and women 
In the world as good as you and she, and there are 
only a certain number of years left to enjoy Tell 
her that you mean to enjoy your hfe and mean your 
chddren to hve w ~ t h  people who are enjoylng them 

Tell her that the other explanat~on is that she IS 

111 and that, ~f that IS the true explanat~on, she must 
get well 

Let her see you study d~vorce You w~l l  not 
need to study long She will collapse, she w~l l  Bve 
In, she w ~ l l  say she d ~ d  not understand, she w~ll  be 
horr~fied mto humll~ty 

That's your cue Take ~t Don't d~scuss Do  as 
you would ~f she showed physlcal symptoms outs~de 
the range of your knowledge and sk~l l ,  take her to 

see someone to whom her symptoms are an open 
book You wdl be amazed to hear h ~ m  glve a 
name to her condit~on as surely and as prec~sely as 
a surgeon dlstlngu~shes the sound bones and the 
broken In a fractured arm 

Mental illness IS stdl myster~ous enough, no 
doubt, but there are med~cal men and women to- 
day who see beyond your confus~ons and perplex- 
h e s  to the defined and classified ~llness wh~ch causes 
them The emot~onal and moral Issues wh~ch have 
obscured the Issue for you are for such a man 
merely symptoms and In his presence you w~l l  
thankfully lay down your burden of susplclons and 
lrrltat~ons against your w f e  and with a sense of 
great rel~ef take up the manageable burden of her 
zllness 

You, w t h  your unhampered mmd, w~ l l  begm to 
see zllness where before you saw wilful unreason- 
ableness, maddening obstructiveness She w ~ t h  her 
mmd hampered by lllness mav not see herself so 
clearly But you wdl have put her on the r ~ g h t  
road Good luck to you and to her, but to her espe- 
c~ally, for she has suffered even more than you 

It is worse to be an obstruct~on than to endure 
one 

A Flurry over Birth Control 

H ERE In Pans ,  where d~scuss~on 1s theoretically free, 
there exlsts a Soclety formed to  cons~der points of 

vlew of Interest f o r  the moral, ~ntellectual, and poll t~cal  
l ~ f e  of France The  membershtp 1s d ~ s t ~ n g u ~ s h e d  Sena- 
tors, deputle$ generals, well-known doctors, lawyers, so- 
c ~ a l  workers form the majonty  F o r  the openlng meet- 
Ing In October, 1927 the subject chosen was the Popula- 
t ~ o n  Congress of Geneva and members of the congress, 
then In Pans ,  were ~nvlted So  I came to  be there The  
account q v e n  of the congress was very one-s~ded and 
punctuated by unfnendly allusions to  the woman the 
speakers feared, Margaret Sanger The  observant secre- 
t a ry  came t o  me and asked, "As a frlend of Mrs Sanger, 
would you hke t o  say a few words" I dld like, and ex- 
pla~ned s~mply,  what Margaret Sanger had been t o  the 
congress and what B ~ r t h  Control had of use for France,  
In s p ~ t e  of her need for  increased numbers, she should 
thmk of quahty, not only of q u a n t ~ t y  As a result, I was 
lnvlted t o  contlnue t o  attend - a fore lper ,  speakmg 
French ea s~ ly  and not a f r a ~ d  t o  say unpopular thmgs, 
seemed t o  appeal A httle later, the Secretary told me a 
meetmg was bemg arranged t o  d~scuss eugenlcs and asked 
me to  suggest a eugen~st  who would gme the modern vlews 
I proposed Margaret  Sanger, and explained, In outhne, 
what she stood fo r  A unamlous ~ n v l t a t ~ o n  followed, and 
~t was arranged t ha t  Mrs Sanger should speak a t  the 

meeting of March 6th But-there are many "buts" In 
Pans ,  when B ~ r t h  Control 1s concerned-the soc~ety meets 
In one of the courts of the Palals de Justice ( ~ n  secret 
I had been enjoymg the topsy-turvy notlon of Margarct 
Sanger settmg forth Birth Control ~ d e a s  in the very home 
of the French law) and the lawyers by whose i n v ~ t a t ~ o n  
the soc~ety comes there ~ntervened "We do not mterfere 
w ~ t h  the expression of any op~n~ons", they declared, "but 
we cannot allow you to  lnvlte a woman whose books, ~f 
translated mto French, would be condemned by law" 

A,s a compromise, we arranged t ha t  Margaret Sanger 
should send me her paper and tha t  I should present ~t In 
French, t o  the meetmg, wlthout ment~onmg the forbld 
den name Meanwh~le the elections were drawmg near, 
the fear of seemlng unpat r io t~c  mcreased - a femmst 
paper started a dlscusslon on the adv l s~b~h ty  of a cer- 
t am l ~ m ~ t a t ~ o n  of b ~ r t h s ,  a well-known social worker, a 
maqs t ra te  was blamed for  havmg approved the mod~fied 
form of B ~ r t h  Control, which we mclude under la  nals- 
sance same" and finally the committee declded t o  drop 
the dlscuss~on on eugenics Fear  of seemlng t o  advocate 
fewer b~ r th s ,  gamed the day But  the r~pples  of the move- 
ment set u p  m Geneva come surgmg round the strong- 
holds of the par ty  tha t  clamours for many b~r th s ,  and 
though we may not see immediate results, we know the 
foundat~ons w~ l l  be undermmcd 



Barth Control Rernerc 

Breaking up the Home 
Lack of Birth Control as a Cause of Family Disnrption 

I t  w v q  easy to a d w e  cont~lmee w the one method of Bsrth Control. But u .uch &e few- 
dk, and w at m e .  men sf & cam be camed snto practwe* These letters slwm h.ow greatly f a d y  Zsfe and 
a home fit for chJdren to  h e  m depend on satufactwy sez r & t m  I t  shows what wnnm have to 
fear of toss of m r n e d  &me and c o m p ~ u ~ h s p ,  sf they are d- by ,fear of pregnancy, to deny t h -  
selves to t b r  luubanda It u m sdutvm to ray that  luubandr should be more unxdfih and more re- 
gardful of the hedth and strcngth of thew mmes The q u e s t ~ ~  for each woman u what u the pac- 
trcable coclrxe for her to  follow And the a m  w not contonenec but contraceptvm 

It Does Not Do 
Wch~gan. 

I need your help, oh so much I do not want to take 
up too much of your tlme m t h  a history of my mamed 
hie but d just relate a few facts so that you can deade 
for yourself how much I need your advice. 

I have been mamed four years Have had two clnldren 
and two rmscarnages m that tune I had always been 
a healthy gul wlnle srngle, never had anythng but the 
"Flu", hut slme my marnage, ~t seems as though I have 
not had a well day I was a stenographer, and when I 
mamed, mtended t o  keep on m t h  my work nntd we got a 
start, for we had nothmg saved up, as we had both been 
helplug out a t  home I was twenty-SIX when I got mar- 
ned but &d not know anythug about marned hfe I am 
only t h ~ r t y  now but feel forty 

I had my first baby just mne and one-half months after 
my marnage, and was slck almost all the tlme I carned 
him for I was workmg and kept on for about four months 
mt1 I could not stand ~t any longer when I had to  qmt 
my work The baby was mckly for SIX months and had 
what some told me was SIX months eohc I had had to  
stop nursmg ~t as I had caught cold m my breast whcb 
had caked and as I was not gven proper care I lost my 
rmlk We could not get anytlung t o  agree m t h  the baby 
for about five monthg and then when he was SIX months 
old and just starbug to  get fa t  and good, I beeame preg- 
nant ~~ IUU 

My first baby was stdl cuttmg teeth when I had my see- 
ond baby, and after c o w  home from the hosp~tal, I was 
up every smgle mght m t h  one or  the other for months, 
and I could not get any rest dunng the day as we could 
not afford a mmd and I had to  wash baby clothes for two 
babres, along m t h  the rest of the work and staymg u p  all 
mght bemdes, I became so weak and run down that, when 
I became pregnant whde stdl nursmg my second baby, 
I had a mscarnage. I was gorng to wean baby then, 
but both boys caught the whooplng cough and was ad- 
vised to  keep on n u q  it as  the baby would eat no* 

else Of course that help4 to keep me m a m u  down 
con&t~ou and when, several month later, we moved into a 
httle home and I became pregnant a g m ,  I hnd another 
mscarnage 

My husband and I both r e a h  that we cannot afford 
another baby for a whde, not only on acconnt of my 
health but what mth paymg doctor ~IIIs, hosp~tal b&, 
fumture  and other hvmg expenses, If we were t o  have an- 
other one we could not keep up the payments on our httle 
home and as rt is away from town and out where there's 
fresh alr for the k~dd~es, we don't want t o  lose rt We 
have had a hard trme gettmg all the taxes pard, but have 
finally managed ~t so you see that we are do% all we can 
to  ralse these two decently 

But here's the trouble I have been so a f w d  of agarn 
get* pregnant that I have kept away from my hus- 
band and I have found out to  my sorrow that ~t does not 
do, as sooner or  later we women d lose our husband's 
love, but what can we do? Wdl you please tell me? I 
shall be grateful to  you the rest of my Me fe you do 

Husband Leaving 
][nmans 

I am so &scouraged I hardly know what t o  do My 
husband says that unless I find some way t o  keep from 
havmg chddren, he 1s leavmg H e  has been g ~ n g  out 
now mth  other women, who don't and won't have chll- 
dren I am a f w d  of t h ~ s  way of h m g  H e  of course 
1s takmg a chance, but he comes home to  me, and I just 
can't hve mth  lum as h s  mfe, for I am a f r a ~ d  he will 
contract a &sense and I mll get it 

I am the mother of SIX children, the oldest m e ,  one 
eqht, and then there 1s five years tdl the next one, who is 
three, the next two and then a baby SIX months The 
oldest &ed, and now I have a mrshap of SIX weeks I 
don't know how I happened t o  go five years mthout any, 
the others are so close-too close the doctor saps I 
was so weak I couldn't carry the last, and too I bad to  



go out to  work, to help make a hvmg Now the doctor 
says I won't be able to do my own work for three months 
And my husband says that as soon as I am well enough 
to go back to the factory he wdl leave me, unless I find 
something Must I be the one who pays for thls and the 
chldren too must suffer, or  1s there some way We necd 
hls support but how can I have ~ t ,  if I can't be mfe to  
h m ?  I went to  my doctor, and several others They all 
said they &dn't know anythmg for sure Must I lose 
my home and gwe up my deslre completely to keep from 
havmg chlldren? Our hves are such a straln on one an- 
other hvmg as we do Please gwe me some advlce I am 
a woman In &stress 

Drawing Apart 
Mlurle. 

I wonder if you can g v e  me any help mth my problem 
of Blrth Control. I began to  feel that there 1s no solu- 
tlon, but I would be very grateful for your advlce I am 
not Ignorant of the subject m general I stud& b~ology, 
sociology and economcs m college and had completed 
about half my course in a nurses' trrumng school, when I 
marned I have two cMdren, healthy boys of five and 
two-and-a-half My husband is m educabonal work, m t h  
the usual small salary, and our present 1esponsib1ties 
stretch that salary to  the very h t  Another chdd a t  
present would be a calamty, both hanclally and because 
I have barely strength for all I have to  do My husband 
IS very considerate and self-sacnfic~ng, and for my par t  
I would make any effort for h s  happmeas, but the pres- 
ent situation unposes a restraint on both of us, that has 
the effect of dramng us apart  more and more 

Bud Methods 
Virguua 

I was marned when I was seventeen, was compelled to 
as I had no home--father and mother dead. I have had 
five cluldren, two died a t  buth, and two rmscarnages 
Each tune I had ternble h e n  dunng &Id-buth, and suf- 
fered so much My youngest &Id, a httle grl, 1s now 
eleven years old At  her hrth I went through a temble 
ordeal I went through so mu&-had doctors workmg 
over me for a day and a mght, that I &d not want any 
more cMdren. I cned to  my husband about gomg through 
~t agam So we started a pracbce whch has made us both 
near a nervous wreck We have been domg t h s  for the 
penod smce my last baby was born I have got so I don't 
care for my husband, and hate for b m  t o  come near me or  
touch me, whch isn't natural for my husband and me, 
after we had been so happy together It 1s this practlce 
whch causes t h s  

I am askmg you, won't you please send me mformat~on, 
so we can enjoy the later years of kfe as we should, for 
we would be very happy and ~t would bnng us closer to- 
gether and belp us keep our cbddren better It ui mak- 

mg agamst both our health and nervousness, and we are 
not canng for each other as we should If ~t goes on, 
~t d wreck our hves and probably our home too I don't 
want more chlldren, for I have suffered enough The 
Lord wdl help me keep what I have, for I love them de- 
votedly So please help me 1 

A Nightmare of Fear 
Iowa 

I s  ~t possible that you can send me adequate and defi- 
mte mformatlon about Blrth Control? Safe, sure, harm- 
less methods? Please don't tell me to go to some physi- 
clan, for our famlly doctor refused to say anyth~ng, and 
the physman-surgeon (supposed to be one of the best 
obstetnaam m Iowa) who attended me last year when I 
almost &ed m pregnancy, wouldn't tell me anythmg ade- 
quate The methods we have been trymg are uncertam 
and unpleasant The years haven't been "a dream of 
bhss", but a nightmare of fear, slchness, worry and ex- 
pense I am not strong enough to go through that horror 
agam, and never wlll be, if this state of worry continues 
Nor am I able to earn my own hvmg, ~f I secure a mvorce, 
and I could not ask my husband to &nde lus meager 
salary m t h  me. 

Gone on the Rocks 
New York 

If you can help me by gmng me scientific advlce on 
Blrth Control you wlll save a marriage from golng on the 
rocks I have been marned four years and have lost two 
bables and have one SIX months old We have not means 
to  care for more, and I was workmng, and wanted to  con- 
h u e  untd we have more money I have refused to let 
these con&tlons contme, and am loslng my man through 
my coldness. 

Dreading Husband's Return 
New York 

I have four chldren, the eldest 11 and the youngest 4 
I d be 29 thm 2nd of Apnl I had them all so young, 
and my husband left me to go mth  other women He gves 
some towards their support, but not all they need. I 
dread Jm cormng back, as I am so a f m d  it d mean an- 
other baby to have to s d e r  He has hved away from 
here for over five years, but comes over once m a few weeks 
to  see them I don't know how any man could be so heart- 
less as not to  want to see h s  chlldren every day I hve 
with my father, and he M so good to my chddren. He 1s 
nearly 73 though, and ~t 1s hard for hua They are so 
hvely My husband was here last week and I don't sleep 
mghts s~nee then, I am so afrald that mll mean another 
baby I love my chlldren very much and am wlbng to 
go without anytlung, if I never have any more I hope 
that there will be some way t o  belp us women, who have 
enough chddren, not t o  have any more. 



Birth Control Revzew 

Havelock Ellis 

N tha t  "open letter t o  b~ographers" wh~ch he dashed I off upon the completion of h a  Stvdy of B d w h  Gnu, 
Havelock E l l ~ s  pomted out tha t  many b ~ o ~ r a p h ~ e s  were 
often merely "shces of m~splaced h ~ s t o r ~ , "  and warned 
a11 future b~ographers t o  study the roots of the hves they 
recorded "After the age of twenty, your task becomes 
casler and more obv~ous,  after t h ~ r t y ,  ~f so f a r  you have 
fulfilled tha t  task, what 1s there further  left t o  tell? The  
rest 1s but the l ~ b e r a t ~ o n  of a m ~ g h t y  spnng,  the slow 
runmng down of energy The  man recedes t o  p v e  place 
t o  h ~ s  deeds, whether such deeds be the assault of great 
fortresses, o r  the escalade of m ~ g h t y  sentences " 

Houston Peterson, who has valiantly undertaken t o  
wnte the l ~ f e  of Havelock EUw* who a t  s~xty-rune 1s st111 
keenly sens~twe t o  the dangers of t h ~ s  d~fficult a r t ,  has 
ev~dently taken t o  heart t h ~ s  warnlng The  result 1s that, 
mtent~onally o r  not, the first chapters, dealmg wlth the 
liered~tary background, w ~ t h  the chldhood, youth and 
early manhood of h ~ s  subject a re  f a r  more mpor t an t  t o  
our fuller understandmg of t h ~ s  hfe-gmng s p m t  than, 
sny, the final five chapters, whlch, In our humble oplmon, 
seem to  rely too  completely upon quota t~ons  from the 
works of Ellis h~mself--quotat~ons s~gruficant In them- 
selves, but revealmg nothmg new to  any of us who have 
drunk deep a t  the s p n n g  of w~sdom wh~ch Havelock Elhs 
has hberated t o  ~ r n g a t e  the a n d  wastes of our Anglo- 
Saxon world 

But before proffenng even these tentatwe cnt~c tsms of 
M r  Peterson's s~gxuficant b~ography,  we must first ex- 
press unqual~fied a d m ~ r a t ~ o n  for  the thoroughness wh~ch 
he has documented h~mself, and for  the keen lnclslve schol- 
a r s h ~ p  wh~ch has gone mto  the c r ea t~on  of t h ~ s  book In- 
stead of carpmg on ~ t s  l im~ta t~ons ,  let us rejolce In the 
pamstakmg prepara t~on,  the mdefat~gable research, and 
the sk~ l fu l  reconstruct~on of a kfe, f a s c ~ n a t ~ n g  and unlque 
In every phase, wh~ch t h ~ s  volume reveals t o  us 

The hered~ty,  the b ~ r t h ,  the development of the boy 
and h ~ s  early blossommg mto a grave maturity, are all 
recounted w ~ t h  a d ~ s t m c t  na r r a t~ve  e f t ,  and pract~cally 
never w ~ t h  any slurnng of the s~gn~f icant  steps onward 
The  excerpts from the early notebooks and d ~ a n e s ,  wh~ch 
Havelock Elhs began a t  the age of ten, are espec~ally In- 
terestmg They reveal the remarkable prccoc~ty of 
gemus HIS a d m ~ r a t ~ o n s  and h ~ s  enthus~asms d u r ~ n g  h ~ s  
adolescence were mdeed ~mmature, but already he was 
able t o  a ~ t ~ ~ u l a t t .  a d  express h ~ s  thoughts m t h  unclouded 
clearness 

R P E T E R S O N  makes us reahze tha t  t h ~ s  son of a M B n t ~ s h  sea-captam mnhented much of the valiant 
courage of a race of manners Resolutely he dared t o  voy- 

*Havelock E h s  Philosopher of Love By Houston Peterson 
Boston and New York Houghton Mu¶m Company 1928 

age alone through uncharted seas of forb~dden research 
W ~ t h  the uncanny self-rehance of genus,  he dec~ded upon 
t h ~ s  hfe-voyage when he was a lad scarcely past  sixteen 
"He would explore the dangerous ocean of sex and per- 
haps find for  human~ty  a n  Earthly Paradse '"  So ex- 
c la~ms M r  Peterson, In relatmg tha t  early d e c ~ s ~ o n  of 
young Henry Havelock Elhs, a d d ~ n g  Elhs's own testl- 
mony t o  the effect tha t  he never dev~ated from t h ~ s  adoles- 
cent resolut~on " In all tha t  I have done, tha t  resolve 
has never been very f a r  from my thoughts" I n  1926 
Elhs commented further "I am sure tha t  I never for a 
moment a n t ~ c ~ p a t e d  t ha t  my efforts m tha t  dwect~on 
would arouse so mde an  echo In the world " 

The  far-flung schemes of adolescence, the b~ographer 
sagely p o ~ n t s  out, are often llttle more than laughable, 
but here was the decmon of a s~xteen-year-old, destmed t o  
be carned out through a long hfe t~me The  only s a t w  
factory explanation, I beheve, can be dmcovered when 
we realme that, hke all au thent~c  gemuses, the lonely SIX- 

teen-year-old youth, s t r o h n g  under the feathery euca- 
lyptuses of an  Austrahan village, had developed ~ntellect- 
ually and sp~n tua l l y  f a r  beyond what 1s o r d ~ n a r y  con- 
s~dered normal 

Par t~cular ly  mterestmg 1s M r  Peterson's account of 
Elhs's early perusal of George Drysdale's Elements of 
S o c d  S c m e ,  and the support the youth found In tha t  
anonymous book for  h ~ s  own grave conv~ct~ons  regard~ng 
the ~mportance of sex, and h ~ s  conversion, before h ~ s  
twent~eth year, to the doctnne of contracept~on 

w I T H O U T  wastmg space t o  go  further mto the many 
fasc~natmg de ta~ls  unearthed by t h ~ s  ~ n d u s t r ~ o u s  

b~ographer,  let us recommend Houston Peterson's book a t  
once a s  a sme qua non. t o  everyone who looks upon Have- 
lock E l l ~ s  as  one of the outstandmg heroes of western 
c~v lhza t~on  Havmg done t h ~ s ,  and havmg thanked M r  
Peterson for  h ~ s  generous r ecogn~ t~on  of ourselves and the 
BIBTH CONTBOL REVIEW as  a source of certam materials, 
we may turn  t o  a considerat~on of certam phases of t h ~ s  
b~ography wh~ch please us less than the spec& chapters 
we have noted 

Our cn tmsm is not drec ted  spec~fically toward t h ~ s  
book, ~t 1s t o  all b~ographers wh~ch seek t o  portray a hv- 
Ing man Ev~dently In the p r epa ra t~on  of such an  inter- 
p r e t a t~on  a s  the present, the b~ographer  finds hmself 
brought mto much closer personal contact w ~ t h  h ~ s  sub- 
ject than when, In the first flush of enthus~asm, h ~ s  de- 
clslon t o  undertake a b~ography comes upon h ~ m  As 
he prepares h ~ s  l ~ t e r a r y  p o r t r a ~ t ,  he 1s hke a pamter  who 
must study the anatomy of h ~ s  s~ t t e r ,  who must approach 
so closely tha t  he sees de t a~ l s  and defects and finally, a s  
so often happens, temporar~ly loses h ~ s  vlslon of the inner 
ammatmng spmt--of the movement behmd tha t  "hbera- 



t ~ o n  of a m ~ g h t y  spnng"  The  successful b~ographer 
must regam the thn l l  of h ~ s  m t ~ a l  ~nsp~ra t~on-he  must 
not only study every phase of h ~ s  subject, but must mas- 
t e r  h ~ s  own re la t~on to  tha t  subject 

w ITH all h ~ s  competence, and masterly scholarsh~p, 
I cannot escape the feeling tha t  somehow o r  other 

Houston Peterson has faded t o  sustam the s t a b ~ h t y  of 
hrs r e l a t~onsh~p  to  Havelock Elhs Fac ts  he gves  us In 
a b u n d a n c e d e t a ~ l s o f h ~ s  hfe, h ~ s  fnends, h ~ s  preddect~ons 
But  after all, we are  not so much mterested In the elderly 
hterary man who hves In Bnxton, and does h ~ s  own cook- 
mg, as  we a r e  In tha t  hvmg and eternal s p m t  who seems 
to  dwell serenely above the l ~ m ~ t a t ~ o n s  of t ~ m e  and space, 
whose rad~ance,  hke tha t  of the 11fe-gvmg sun, has pene- 
trated beyond oceans and continents, and has performed 
m~racles In creatmg hope and joy where d e s p a ~ r  and 
melancholy had ex~s ted  before I am not t rymg to  In- 
dulge In p o e t ~ c  fancy Before the advent of the r ad~o ,  be- 
fore the ach~evements of a v ~ a t ~ o n ,  the message of Havelock 
Elh-"broadcasted" de sp~ te  the many obstacles put  In 
~ t s  way-has been "p~cked up" In fal-away corners of the 
earth, as  ~nnumerable letters from obscure people have 
test~fied It 1s almost a s  though-to contmue our analo- 
gy-prov~ded w ~ t h  a receiving set, these s ens~ t~ve  mmds 
had "picked up" a d ~ s t a n t  s t a t~on ,  and from ~t had re- 
cewed a deep and beneficent message of human salvat~on 
Those who have had t h ~ s  experience can never look upon 
Havelock Elhs  a s  a mere mortal Through hm,  as 
through Samt  F r a n c ~ s ,  1s l r rad~ated  the w~sdom of dl- 
v m t y  

Houston Peterson w~ l l  undoubtedly laugh a t  t h ~ s  
"pseudo-myst~c~sm" But  those of us who find In Elhs 
a god can never be q u ~ t e  sat~sfied w ~ t h  a r e a l ~ s t ~ c  p o r t r a ~ t ,  
wh~ch, from a d~stance,  s l~ght ly  dlmmshes h ~ s  t rue  
stature 

Book Reviews 
H Y M E N  o r  The  Future of Marnage  By Norman H a ~ r e  

98 p p  E P Dutton and Company, New York, 1928 

0 N E  does not look for convent~onal ~ d e a s  m the httle 
booklets of the Today and Tomorrow Serles, and 

one cer ta~nly  w~ l l  not find them In t h ~ s  o u t h e  of the 
future of marrlage and sex e th~cs  The  book 1s a sharp 
challenge t o  the complacency of those who hold t ha t  t r a -  
d~t lona l  moral standards are un~mpeachable and un- 
changeable, and they wdl find thew p o s ~ t ~ o n  d~fficult t o  
m a ~ n t a ~ n  In the face of the accumulatton of l o g ~ c  wh~ch 
1s arrayed a g a ~ n s t  them 

D r  Hawe, a s  a prac t~crng  physman, has gwen much 
study t o  sex problems H e  finds tha t  unhapp~ness and 
d ~ s s a t ~ s f a c t ~ o n  are  the rule rather  than the except~on 
Only one marnage  In four can be called even tolerably 
successful Whde many persons may feel tha t  thls estl- 
mate 1s unduly p e s s ~ m ~ s t ~ c ,  ~t 1s probable t ha t  the major- 

~ t y  of p h y s ~ c ~ a n s  would, ~f they told the truth, glve a 
s ~ m ~ l a r  verd~ct  The  records of the d~vorce courts go f a r  
toward substantlatmg D r  Hame's es tmate  Such a con- 
d ~ t ~ o n  certa~nly ~ n d ~ c a t e s  a very general sexual unhappl- 
ness, the reason for  wh~ch 1s t o  be found In the "general 
Ignorance and prejudice In respect of matters relatmg 
t o  sex" These In turn a re  due t o  the preva~hng false 
and madequate standards, the ~ncons~s tenc~es  and absurd- 
~ t ~ e s  of wh~ch are  pomted out w ~ t h  tellmg force 

A broader and more r a t ~ o n a l  a t t ~ t u d e  1s clearly needed 
T h ~ s  w~ l l  mvolve both a sane system of sex educat~on and 
a frank re-exam~nat~on of the convent~onal sex-code In 
the l ~ g h t  of modern cond~ t~ons  W e  can no longer take 
t l r~ngs for  granted The whole b a s ~ s  of marrlage must be 
re-evaluated Earher  marrlage w~ l l  be made a p o s s ~ b ~ h t y  
for  all, but t h ~ s  w~l l  necessarily lnvolve the p o s s ~ b ~ l ~ t y  of 
easy dworce I n  general, monogamous marnage  wdl ever 
remam the Ideal, nevertheless other forms of sex-relat~on- 
s h ~ p  wlll be sanct~oned, a s  long a s  they do not ~ n f r ~ n g e  
upon the r ~ g h t s  of the ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l  o r  those of soc~ety as a 
whole Chddren and young people ~n general w~l l  be glven 
more cons~dera t~on and protect~on than a t  present 

B ~ r t h  Control w~ l l  of course be an  mpor t an t  pa r t  of 
the future soc~a l  o rgan~za t~on  It w~l l  be fostered by the 
state  and free contracept~ve mformat~on will be ava~lable 
t o  all a t  publ~c  centers Indeed, only those who are  physl- 
cally and mentally fit wdl be allowed t o  have ch~ldren 

No doubt the author's vlew WIU be cons~dered ultra 
r a d ~ c a l  and ~mmoral  by many people, and the book w~ l l  
probably be v~gorously denounced by a cons~derahle sec- 
t ~ o n  of p u l p ~ t  and press B ~ s h o p  M a n n ~ n g  and Cardmal 
Hayes wdl certa~nly not approve of ~t And yet, when 
one thmks of the ~ r r a t ~ o n a l  and even mhuman doctrmes 
tha t  a re  not only tolerated but advocated by the defen- 
ders of t r a d ~ t ~ o n a l  "moral~ty", he cannot but wonder what 
the term means And perhaps he w~ l l  be forced t o  con- 
clude tha t  the w~ckedness of these unconvent~onal Ideas 
hes ent~rely In thew novelty Certainly they reflect a 
breadth of soc~al  outlook and a h u m a n ~ t a r ~ a n  s p m t  sel- 
dom found among the t r a d ~ t ~ o n a l  moral~sts  

The  book 1s wr~ t t en  In a clear and forceful style tha t  1s 
always d ~ r e c t  and t o  the pomt But  perhaps ~ t s  most 
s~gn~f icant  feature 1s the lmpresslon of compell~ng l o g c  
wh~ch ~t leaves Whether o r  not one accepts ~ t s  conclu- 
slons, he can hardly fa11 t o  be st~mulated t o  construct~ve 
thought, prov~ded he 1s not too hopelessly blmded by pre- 
j ud~ce  t o  do any t hmk~ng  

One s l ~ g h t  inaccuracy may be pardoned The  author 
says tha t  In the U n ~ t e d  States ~t IS legal t o  advocate 
famdy hmltat~on,  but ~l legal  t o  teach or  use contracept~ve 
methods The  fact  IS, of course, t ha t  our 48 d~fferent 
s tate  laws make any such general~zat~on ~mposs~ble W e  
have everyth~ng from complete freedom t o  complete pro- 
h ~ b ~ t  on Surely D r  H a ~ r e  knows tha t  B ~ r t h  Control 
c l ~ n ~ c s  a re  now operatmg under legal sanctlon In New 
York, I h n o ~ s ,  Colorado and Cahfornla 

MALCOHM H BISSELL 



Bwth Control Review 

Correspondence 
Northwestern Unwers~ty, 

Evanston, Ilhno~s 
Ed~tor ,  BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

The character of D r  Sutherland's ar t~cle  In the June 
Fomm was beneath the usual high level of that penodcal, 
and almost beneath c n t ~ c ~ s m  The dscuss~on of Shaw's 
vlews cited by hlm a n d  quoted m your November ~ssue 
prompts t h s  note 

I n  h ~ s  book on the subject, Bwth Cmtrd  (p  93) D r  
Sutherland quotes Shaw as having charactenzed con- 
tracept~ve pract~ces as rec~procal masturbation A foot- 
note traces the remark t o  a meetmg of the Medxo-Legal 
Soclety of London, July 7, 1921, mthout p m t e d  ref- 
erence 

Inquiry of Mr  Shaw brought a response from h ~ s  sec- 
retary to the effect that the address was not wntten 

Inqulry of the Medico-Legal Soc~ety referred me t o  
The Lancet, whch reported the meetlug, the report of 
the meetmg (July 23, 1921, p 181) contamed no such 
statement from Mr  Shaw, nor any statement from h m  
opposed t o  Birth Control as such 

The reader may make h s  own mterpretatlon of the 
c~rcumstances 

THOMAS D ELIOT 

Swed~sh Delegahon, 
Geneva, 

Edator, BIRTH CONTBOL REVIEW 
I always read with specla1 mterest your REVIEW under 

whose wide scheme I see propagated a number of useful 
reforms and whlch 1s des~gned to act  as  a powerful lever 
for awakemng the world's conscience m the swial field 

SOCIAI. WORK PROGRAMS 

Pennsylvama 

The foLhmng letter war rent to "The Suroey" by the 
E.~ecutwe Secretary of the Pmylvanaa Barth Control 
Fcdcrotmm 

The art~cle, ent~tled "A Conference Program Concmved 
I n  Mal~ce", by J +Pennyroyal, appearmg m the current 
issue must have challenged the attention of many sonal 
workers and officers m welfare orgamzat~ons 

J Pennyroyal erp1a11~ that he 1s not cnt~clsmg what 
the programs offer, but what they fad to offer I too 
have sat m the senu-coma of conference rooms and won- 
dered what poss~ble ray of hope there was for the lessen- 
mg of demands for money and orgamzat~on m sonal wel- 
fare work. 

We are  urged t o  attend local, State and Natlonal con- 
ferences, If we are a bit rusty, t o  get our perspecbves 

sharpened, to compare our expenences with other work- 
ers and to go home mth a fresh grlp on our own s ~ t u a t ~ o n  

We arc told by leaders in this movement that soc~al 
welfare 1s " b ~ g  busmess-b~lhon dollar bus~nebs", and 
must be mcreased to meet the enormous demands for the 
rehab~htat~on of the f a d e s  of the poor, to give su5cient 
food, houslng, find work for the father, care for the fee- 
blermnded chddren, help the mother through numerous 
pregnancies, and so on, ad ~nfimtum 

After s i t t~ng  through four days of a recent State 
ga themg on soc~al work, and heanng not one word on 
eugemc measures or the need for Birth Control, as ra- 
t~ona l  solution of the problems facmg soclal welfare, ~t 
occurred to me that ~t is a pit~fully super6cial chanty 
whch leaves the cause of much human msery untouched 

Our Welfare Conferences do not have reports from 
Blrth Control chn~cs, operating m vanous States of the 
Uruon, where the overburdened mothers are recmvmg ad- 
vice and are taught t o  postpone their pregnancies until 
health and econonuc condtions jus t~fy the conung of an- 
other cMd. 

Those who work dady m the crowded slums know only 
too well that  Blrth Control c h c s  should be estabhshed 
m all large centers of population 

"NO OTHER CORRECTIVE" 

From Prof East's recent book ' ' H e d t y  and Human 
Maws'', he states "The incompetent members of soclety 
have recaved chanty from generat~on to generat~on The 
cure, ~n so fa r  as a smgle remedy mll save, 1s B ~ t t h  Con- 
trol There ~s no other correctwe Untd Blrth Control 
1s r e c o p e d  as a necessary s o c d  prophylactic by pubhc 
health offic~als and f a d y  welfare orgamzatlons, t h s  well- 
mtenboned plulanthropy and soclal servlce 1s nothmg but 
a brutal gesture to postenty These a h r a b l e  plans wll 
only work If the people who are helped are taught t o  show 
some regard for soclety as  wen as for themselves by con- 
trollmg reproducbon so as  t o  promote the health and 
general welfare of both mother and offspring " 

H e  closes m t h  the words "Genet~cs gwes f a ~ r  
warmng to the sens~ble but t lmd soc~al worker, t o  the 
short-slghted physlclan, t o  the perverted Comstocluan, 
and to the sophLsts of the church, that c~&atlon 1s in a 
dangerous sltuahon, for whch only one remedy 1s spec& 
Devlse proper methods for safeguardmg ~ t s  use, ~f you 
w~U,  but see that  it is used to reduce the survlval of the 
unlit, or the next generabon d hold you to account " 

Do we dare t o  contmually urge the ramng of enormous 
sums from the tax-paymg pubhc for the support of the 
unfit when we put so httle efiort mto furthenng the pro- 
gress of eugemc s tedzat lon and Birth Control 

Let the En@t Errant  of soc~al advancement, t h s  or- 
V e r  of human d a u s ,  g v e  t h  hls consideration and 
d rec t  part  of h s  energy to furthenng the support of 
these measures m thu, era of bumamtanamam 



Impressions of an Organizer 
By CONSTANCE HECX 

ROBABLY the most sahent impression of my entlre P work m o r g a m n g  committees of prommnent men and 
women in the principal cities and towns of New York 
State is the eagerness of the people I have met to hear 
more about Blrth Control Of course, those who are m 
favor of the movement-the ~ntelhgent men and women of 
the country who have glven as much thought to thls ques- 
tion as they have to other n t a l  problems-know a great 
deal about the subject and t h e ~ r  Interest hes in hearing 
of the League's progress But even those who are op- 
posed to Blrth Control - elther through Ignorance of 
what it really means o r  from what they term "rehgous 
scruples", seldom fall to selze an opportumty to talk to 
someone in close touch mth  the Blrth Control League 

In  many commumties I found this eagerness tempered 
mth a tlmidlty whch was to me a source of great amaze- 
ment and, I must confess, amusement It took me some- 
time to reahze that there were st111 numerous tlmld souls 
who shrank a t  the mentlon of certaln words wh~ch, a dec- 
ade ago, were not volced in pollte soclety But after the 
first shock-I could almost see them curl up  around the 
edges when I used the words-they came back for more 
and, in the course of our conversat~on, used them them- 
selves wlth apparent ease It was really quite beautiful 
to witness the dawn of a reahzation that certaln thlngs 
should be called by their proper names 

Th Meamng of Bzrth Control 

The real meaning of Birth Control I found is not always 
entirely clear to many people They confuse ~t mth abor- 
tlon Or they thlnk that Blrth Control means race sui- 
cide, and they get ternbly worked up over the fact that 
we are trying to break up the family, to put an end to the 
race, and to destroy the natlon 

A number of people have an Idea that Birth Control 
1s companionate marnage They seem to be a tnfle vague 
about that subject except to believe that it is something 
"loose'' One man asked me i f  I did not think Birth Con- 
trol would cheapen women ' 

In gettlng a group of people together for committee 
work, I have found the ministers of almost every denomi- 
nation most responsive and willing to pve us as much 
ald as they can In  quite a number of towns the leading 
clergyman gladly accepted the chalrmanshlp of the com- 
mlttee Of course there were a few exceptions but they 
were decidedly in the minonty In  fact of all the clergy- 
men whom I met, I found only three who aere unmlllng 
to take an active part In our work One of them said 
he thought Blrth Control was "immoral", another was too 
busy to bother wlth such "unimportant matters" and 

the t h r d  was afrald the members of his congregatlon 
mlght not understand hls 'Lmterest" 

T o  each of these men I suggested that they make their 
prayers and hymn-sing~ng ~n pianiss~mo so that the cnes 
of the poor women and httle chlldren might not be en- 
tlrely unheard I took a fiendlsh joy in seelng each of 
these gentlemen-specla1 representatives of Dlety-actu- 
ally squirm 

Thk Glory of Motherhood 
Over the mantel of one man of God there hung a large 

palntmg of a madonna and chdd On leanng, I could not 
refram from pauslng and pointlng to ~t 

"From now on," I told h m  "every tlme you look a t  that 
plcture whlch typifies the glory of motherhood, you are 
golng to remember that not a11 mothers know such JOY 

nor all httle ch~ldren possess such healthy curves " 
Physmians-mean~ng of course the Protestant ones--I 

discovered mth  few exceptions, are Interested in Birth 
Control because they see the need of ~t This was endent 
from stones they told me of certaln cases I found, how- 
ever, an appalling lack of knowledge of contraceptlve in- 
formation among doctors in small communities In  fact 
some of the admce they were g~vmg to them patients was 
anything but sclentlfic But ~t was encourapng to know 
that these men were mlhng to t ry  better methods Many 
of these doctors practised m mlll towns where it is easler 
for a woman to get work than it 1s for her husband Con- 
sequently, she works all dunng pregnancy and returns to 
her work shortly after the h r t h  of her chdd 

Many physicians were surpnsed to know of the Blrth 
Cotrol cllnics scattered over the country and to learn that 
~t was possible for them to establish slmllar ones In their 
own communit~es where they mlght pve contraceptlve m- 
formation for the cure o r  prevention of dlsease 

The Roman Catholrc Vote 
Every where I heard the cry that the Cathollc element 

was too strong People mth  poht~cal aspirations o r  men 
and women who were holding cltv, county, or state po+ 
tlons all seemed fearful of the Catholic vote Thls uni- 
versal fear of such a powerful orgamzation amazed me 
Amenca, the land of the free, the home of the brave' I 
had alwavs been under the Impression that the estabhsh- 
ment of these Unlted States was the result of a deslre for 
freedom, particularly rehpous I have a vague remem- 
brance of havlng learned something In school that con- 
cerned a certam Declaration of Independence Somr- 
thing about inahenable rlghts of hfe, hbertv and the pur- 
suit of happiness, the establishment of just~ce, of do- 
mestlc tranquihty and the bless~ngs of l~ber tp  for our- 
selves and our posterity 



Bzrth Control Revzew 

The Future of the Birt h Control Review 

A GAIN thcs month we prmt  a few a t  of the nuany 
replws recaved by Margaret  Sanger t o  her letter 

askzng fo r  opncons a s  to the advlsabdaty of combmnvng the 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW m t h  a magazczlze of the Eugen- 
tcs Soccety The  many expressaons of apprecratcon of the 
REVIEW have been very gratrfyzng t o  all respollstble f o r  t t  

From Adolf Meyer, M D , Psychlatnst-ln-Chlcf, The  
Johns Hopklns Hospltal 

The  quest~on of comhmmg your renew wlth the Eu-  
genlcs Soc~ety  magazme naturally has two aspects Some- 
how one 1s a p t  t o  see somc problemat~c features In both 
enterprises, and when they are  jolned they look even more 
d ~ s q u ~ e t m g  There 1s absolutely no doubt tha t  the prob- 
lem of contraceptwe pnvlleges 1s a thoroughly clean-cut 
one, whereas the Eugen~cs  program 1s very a p t  t o  become 
somewhat dlffused On the other hand there IS hardly room 
for many perlod~cals In thls field, and ~f the two maln 
sets of contributors do not relax them efforts there ought 
t o  be a defin~te galn I do not suppose t ha t  any such 
relaxatlon of effort should be feared on your own slde 
If the fu s~on  nould lead t o  a penodlcal tha t  would fit 
Into hbrary shelves there could not be any doubt about 
the gam 

From Leon J Cole, Professor of Genetics, Umvers~ty  of 
W~sconsm 

I have gwen some thought t o  the matter, but I fear 
tha t  my knowledge of the s l tua t~on 1s scarcely suf- 
ficlent t o  enable me t o  gwe an  opln~on of value It stnkes 
me offhand, however, tha t  the Amencan B ~ r t h  Control 
League, and the Amencan Eugenlcs Soclety, whde they 
have In new somewhat the same u l t~mate  ends, a re  or- 
ganrzed t o  approach the matter from q u ~ t e  different 
angles The  Amencan Blrth Control League has been 
frankly and qulte properly organued for  propaganda I t s  
purposes were pnmardy euthemc, as  I understand, rather  
than eugemc, and the support ~t has lent t o  the broader 
problems of eugenlcs In recent years I a t t r ~ b u t e  t o  your 
own broad v~slon If there IS st111 a place for  a journal of 
Propaganda ( ~ n  the better sense of the word) I am won- 
dermg whether the League would not weaken ~ t s  p o s ~ t ~ o n  
b j  comblmng ~ t s  organ wlth t ha t  of the Amencan Eugen- 
~ c s  Soclety 

Now t o  take the other s ~ d e  of the plcture There seems 
t o  be somewhat of a dlvers~ty of opmon  a s  t o  what the 
Eugen~cs  Soc~e ty  should do and what ~t 1s attemptmg to  
do Most of the profess~onal genetmsts, I thmk, feel 
t ha t  our knowledge of human genetlcs, especially In rela- 
t ~ o n  t o  soclologcal questions, 1s st111 so Inadequate tha t  

we should be very conservative about pushmg any sort of 
eugemcs propaganda 

My vlew of the s l tua t~on 1s probably incomplete and 
should not be gwen too much we~ght, but  I must sav tha t  
my reaction, from the standpomt of both pubhcat~ons, 1s 
tha t  they can better serve them fields separately than 
combmed 

From D r  S Adolphus Knopf 

I n  answer t o  your letter I would wlsh t o  say that ,  t o  
judge from the correspondence I have had w ~ t h  wnters, 
teachers and laboratory workers In eugenlcs, they all feel 
tha t  Blrth Control, a s  a soc~a l  and economical need and 
as an  ~ndlspens~ble necessity In the prevention and cure of 
many woman's mseases, should go  hand In hand m t h  
stenl~zatlon of the mentally, morally and physlcallv un- 
fit, and the study of Eugen~cs  In general I am there- 
fore strongly In favor of havmg the two movements com- 
bmed and of havmg the a c t m t ~ e s ,  announcements and 
news hems refernng t o  the causes of both B ~ r t h  Control 
and Eugenlcs pubhshed In one journal 

However, 1 would not wlsh t o  see the BIRTH CONTROL 
REVIEW lose ~ t s  ~ d e n t ~ t y  by t h ~ s  merger and I would ~ n s ~ s t  
In the puhllcat~on hemg called "Eugenlcs and Blrth Con- 
trol  Revlew" and t ha t  you should remaln the e d ~ t o r  of 
the sect~on on Blrth Control m the newly created maga- 
zlne 

From E C Lmderman, P h  D 

I n  response t o  your Inquiry may I say tha t  on general 
prmclples, I should favor the amalgamat~on of the B.ETH 
CONTROL REVIEW and the Eugen~cs  Soclety magazme 1 
can see but one d~sadvantage the BIRTH CONTROL 
REVIEW serves a useful propaganda purpose and I pre- 
sume tha t  the new journal would tend t o  be more techm- 
cal Thls would be desirable, prov~dlng  the propaganda 
stage for B ~ r t h  Control 1s fimshed, o r  provldlng we can 
dev~se some other means for carrymg t h ~ s  movement t o  
the people In common language 

My real preference would be for  a jomt magazlne deal- 
ing wlth the more sc~entlfic aspects of Blrth Control and 
Eugenlcs and a small news-sheet promoted by the Blrth 
Control League I t  seems to  me tha t  we shall need some- 
thmg of thls sort t o  keep the fightmg edge, the sc~ent~fic 
emphasls is sorely needed, but we still ha%e so much to  do 
m the way of changmg a t t~ tudes  and prejudices If the 
plan whlch I suggest could be c a r r ~ e d  out, all members of 
both soclet~es would presumably recelve the new journal 
but members of the B ~ r t h  Control League would In addl- 
tlon recelve a n  occas~onal news-sheet, keepmg them In- 
formed wlth respect t o  Blrth Control actlvlt~es ( I  should 
llke t o  see this smaller sheet issued tmce  each month ) 



News 
INTERNATIONAL 

F ROM June  30 to  Ju ly  4, a World Congress, promoted 
by the World League for  Sexual Reform wdl be 

held In Copenhagen The  League, of wh~ch Margaret 
Sanger 1s one of the promoters, was organ~zed m Berlln 
I t s  object 1s "to encourage the development of a sexual 
soc~ology and a sexual e th~c ,  based on sexual blologv and 
sexual psychology, rather than, a s  m the past, on 
theology " The call for the first Congress was srgned by 
August Forel, of Sw~tzerland, Havelock Elbs  of England 
and Magnus Hmchfeld of Germany-probably the fore- 
most authontles In the field of sex In the world W e  glve 
below thew man~festo 

What does the World League f w  S e m d  Reform a m  a t  2 

I t  alms a t  bemg the headquarters of a campalgn 
a g a ~ n s t  a false sexual morahty, a false morahty, t o  whlch 
already endless numbers of human betngs have been sacrl- 
ficed, and wh~ch contmues dally t o  demand ~ t s  v ~ c t ~ m s  

I n  t h ~ s  fight we mean to  use exclus~vely those mental 
weapons and those facts, wh~ch sexual sclence ( ~ n  the 
w~dest sense) glves us 

Wha t  1s out of accord w ~ t h  the laws of nature and 
sclence can never be ethically ngh t  or  t ruly moral Where 
opposhon ex~s ts  between the forces of nature and of so- 
clety (as, for  example, In the populat~on question) one 
must be a t  palns t o  do away w ~ t h  t h ~ s  opposl t~on by usmg 
the consc~ous mil of mankmd t o  b n n g  these forces mto 
harmoxnous cooperat~on 

W e  are  unable t o  recognize as blndmg the varylng rules 
prescribed a t  d~fferent t ~ m e s  by the moment W e  can 
recognme only what 1s In agreement m t h  the teachmgs 
of hfe and love 

The  followmg ten pomts deserve specla1 cons~deratlon 

1 Marnage  ref- Wedlock must be r a~sed  t o  the 
p o s ~ t ~ o n  of a lwmg comradcsh~p between two peo- 
ple T h ~ s  necess~tates a reform m the marrlage 
contract, conjugal rlghts and d~vorce 

2 T b  posrtron of women as members of soc~cty 
Women have not by any means everywhere as yet 
won the equal nghts  tha t  are t h e n  due In poht~cal ,  
economic, soclal and sexual spheres 

3 Bwth  Control I e greater sense of respons~b~hty  In 
the begetting of ch~ldren W e  beheve In mak~ng  
harmless contraccpt~vcs hnoan, combat on the 
other ha rd  both abor t~on and the penalmng of 
abo r t~on  

4 Eugenacs rn the sense of N~etsche's words "You 
shall not merely cont~nue the race, but move lt up- 
ward !'I 

Notes 
5 A fa t r  gudmnt  of those who are  wtsuzted to mar- 

nage,  above all the lotermemate sexual types 
6 Tolerance of free s e m d  relaturns, espec~ally pro- 

tectlon of the unmarned mother and the ch~ ld  born 
out of wedlock 

7 The preventwn of prostrtutwn and venereal dasease 
8 The  conceptrm of aberrattons of sexual deszre not 

a s  cnm~nal ,  smful or  VICIOUS but a s  a more o r  less 
patholopcal phenomenon 

9 The  setttng u p  of a code of s e m t  law, wh~ch does 
not Interfere a l t h  the mutual sexual wlll of grown- 
u p  persons 

10 The qwstwn of s e m l  edueatron and  enltghtment 

All these pomts have In the last fifty years been the 
subject of hvely d~scuss~ons,  wh~ch have not only often 
fundamentally altered the whole concept~on, but also the 
whole organ~zatlon of sexual hfe We can In t h ~ s  sense 
speak of a sexuul c n s u  The old morahty wlth ~ t s  te rn-  
ble sexual mlsery stdl has the upper hand, and the human 
prejudices and condemnat~on are  s t ~ U  heaped h ~ g h e r  

F o r d  wrltes ln h ~ s  "Die sexuelle Frage" "There 
ought t o  be no con t r ad~c t~on  between sexual hygene and 
sexual ethlcs'" W e  would add There ought t o  be no 
con t r ad~c t~on  between natural  law and human law, be- 
tween sctence and mornls, bctneen pure truth and true 
p u n t y  1 

Though You no doubt already devoted Your energy t o  
vanous cultural movements, we would st111 earnestly ask 
You to  jom ou r  organ~zatlon 1 

Our alm 1s a fight for the most preclous possessions of 
man-h~s nghts, h ~ s  freedom, h ~ s  love-agamst mlghty 
though not unconquerable obstacles The  stronger our 
organ~zatlon becomes, the nearer IS the prospect of free- 
Ing mankmd from the sexual persecut~on and the sexual 
d~s t ress  wh~ch Ignorance and mtolerance have so long 
~nf l~c ted  upon us 1 

August Forel Havelock EUts 
Magnus Hwschfeld 
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Birth Control Revaevr 

News 
Ur'mED STATES 

INCE the mddle of Apnl  D r  Cooper has extended 
S h l S  campalgn Into ught States HIS addresses have 
been almost exclus~vely to  m d e s l  groups He spoke m 
five cltles m Georgm, elght m Tennessee, to  the meetmg 
of the Southwestern Kentucky MedIcal Assoclatlon, to  
one m d c a l  meetlng In S t  LOUIS, m SIX cltles m I l h o ~ s ,  
a t  a conference m Indlana, to SIX meetmgs In Iowa, and to  
two In Wlsconsln He also attended sesslons of the Arner- 
lcan Medlcal Assoelation Convention a t  M~nnaepohs 

As a result of thls mde-spread travel, he reports m- 
creased lnterest m contraception I n  pracbcally every 
case, the meet~ngs he addresses are specially ealled by the 
local or  county Med~cal Assoe~ahon to hear lum The 
fact that busy doctors p v e  t h a r  t m e  to  hear a lecture 
and to dlscuss contraceptive techmque a t  specla1 meet- 
lugs shows the awakemng lnterest of the m d e a l  pro- 
fess~on Ten years ago, even five years ago, such meet- 
lugs as these would have been mposs~ble 

New Jersey 
HE New Jersey B ~ r t h  Control League, whose presl- 
dent IS Mrs Zachanab Belcher, celebrated 11s 6 r d  

anniversary m June I ts  most mportant achevement 
dunng the year was the estabhshment of a B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol c h l c  m Newark, under the charge of the Maternal 
Health Committee Local cornmlttees have been formed 
In several towns and clt~es, and large and enthus~astlc 
meetlugs have been held, notably those a t  Short Hllls 
on Apnl 9, mth  Miss Cora L Hartshorne as  leader, a t  
Englewood on Apnl 21, Newark, Apnl27,  and Morns- 
town, May 21 Mrs Sanger addressed the Englewood 
and Newark meetmgs The Momstown affalr was a 
luncheon, followed by a large meetlug a t  the Momstown 
Golf Club, where Mrs F Robertson Jones was the chlef 
speaker 

WOMEN'S CLUB of 400 members a t  Swarthmore, A has endorsed the p n n c ~ p k  of maklng ~t legal for 
physlclans to e v e  Blrth Control ~nfomatlon to marned 
pat~ents In the regular course of t h a r  practlce and mll 
urge the 1929 Leg~slature to pass leg~slatlon t o  thls end 
Last year, many persons were privately lnvlted to hear 
Mrs Sanger m the Clubhouse, under the League of Wom- 
en Voters, an a6illated organlzatlon Early thls year, 
the Current Fvent Section heard Mrs Kennedy Pre- 
vlous to the final meetlng of the year, 80 rn~meo~raphed 
letters were sent out, each slgned personally by the wom- 
an most ~nterested, askmg her personal friends, whom she 
knew to be favorable, not to fall to be present and vote 
upon the resolution The meetlng was very large There 
was no objection made when the movement to vote came 
and the endorsement was unanunous 

Notes 
California 

HE Los Angeles Mothers' Ch~uc Assoclat~on has Tlmd ~ t s  t h r d  annual report, n t h  an analysu of 500 
of the cases whch had been under treatment for an aver- 
age of two years each Had the women contmued to have 
pregnancles mth the same frequency as before commg to  
the Chmc there would have been 600 pregnnncles As ~t 
was there were 100 pregnancles Thls means there were 
500 leas pregnancles than had been the average of t h e ~ r  
precedmg marned hves Thls also means there were 65 
less mscamages, 70 less s t~l lb~rths  and &ant deaths and 
90 less chronically slck ~nfants to  be cared for, as one or 
both parents are physically or  mentally unfit to beget 
chldren, and the majonty of chddren born to  them are 
&ely to prove able to  care for themselves It means, 
too, that  the phys~caI and mental health of the mothers 
has unproved and they are better able t o  care for the 
chldren they have Each of these fanuhes have an in- 
come amountmg to  less than $100 a month The myor -  
~ t y  of them are already dependent upon chartly 

The savlng to the commumty through the avoidance of 
these 500 pregnanues IS estmated a t  $20,%a savmg 
based only on 500 cases and one whch IS hkely to  be much 
snrpassed m regard to  the 1,000 later cases already under 
treatment 

Followmg are three cases whlch are typical of mothers 
mth many years of frequent pregnancles, &ant deaths 
and mlscamages resultmg In broken health Mrs A 
Age 42, 22 years marned 16 pregnancles, 7 chlldren 
hvlng, 9 dIed m mfancy Mrs B Age 38, 18  years 
mamed 18  pregnancles, 8 llvlng chldren, 7 &ed m I -  

fancy, 3 m~scarnages Mrs C Age 34, 18  year mar- 
ned 1 5  pregnancles, 6 hvlng chlldren, l d~ed  in ~nfancy, 
8 mscamages 

The next three cases are those of younger mothers of 
the same type who have been gmen treatments a t  the Chnlc 
m the hope of savlng them from the fate of the first group 
Mrs D Age 2 9 , s  years mamtd  10 pregnancles, 2 hv- 
mg chlldren, 8 rmscarnages Mrs E Age 24, 6 years 
marned. 7 pregnancles, 2 hvlng chlldren, 5 mlscamages 
Mrs F Age 21, 7 years mamed 7 pregnancles, 5 hv- 
mng cNdren, 2 mlscamages 

A more deta~led account of two cases IS subrmtted here- 
mth to illustrate the type of urgent need that IS met by 
the C h l c  

Mrs G Age 30 years, marned 8 years Father and 
mother of patlent were first cousms, and her husband 1s 
her second cousln They have had five chlldren One 
dled of convulsions a t  8 months Two are ~mbeclles, un- 
able to  feed themselves or to move from thew beds A 
chlld of 3 and a baby 1% years can walk, but as yet are 



too young for them mental con&t~ons to  be determined 
A soclal worker brought the mother to t h s  Chmc m July, 
1926, smce whlch tune there have been no pregnancies, 

and the parents have been reheved of the fear of bnngmg 
helpless ~mbec~les mto the world. 
Bira H Age 31 years, mamed tmce By the first 

husband she had three chddren and mduced three abor- 
tlons She has been mamed to  the second husband three 
years They have one chdd, now 1y2 years old When 
thur baby was 2 months old the patlent came t o  the C h c ,  
dl and &conraged The f d y  was recelvlng help from 
vanous chantable organuzatlom She was adrmtted to 
the C h c  and has smce regamed her normal health, se- 
cured permanent employment and has needed no help from 
chanhes 

The chmc has treated 1,438 patlents more than a thou- 
sand of whom have made return vlslts Seventeen persons 
have on the advlce of the c h c  been stenhzed The total 
cost m 1927 was $4,177 22 

The matenal of the C h c  offers an unusual opportun- 
~ t y  for carrying out sclentlfic research on the subject of 
the human menstrual cycle A member of the m d c a l  
st&, formerly connected mth the Department of Anat- 
omy m the Umvers~ty of Cahfoma a t  Berkeley, has un- 
dertaken such a research and ~t 1s hoped that a valuable 
contnbution wdl result from her work 

The Los Angeles Mothers' C h c  Assoclatlon, Inc , does 
not -ve help from the Commumty Chest, but 1s a mem- 
ber of the Soclal Semce Exchange and co-operates mth  
all the Soclal Semce and chantable orgmmatlons of the 
clty and surroundmg country 

The Mothers' C h c  1s supported by donations from 
persons mterested m ~ t s  work, by the staff of women phy- 
mcmm who q v e  generously of them tlme, by the officers 
who sponsor and mrect the organuahon and by the Board 
of Ihredors 

D r  H G Bramerd is pres~dent of the board of &rec- 
tors D r  Etta Gray 1s chef of the m d c a l  staff, all 
bf whom are women 

ENGLAND 

B IRTH CONTROL was a g m  the subject of mscus- 
sion a t  the Annual Conference of Labor Women, 

whch was held a t  Portsmouth m May In splte of a 
vlgorous fight, made by the sectlon of the party that 1s 
urgmg the qvmg of &rth Control advlce at all welfare 
centers, the patry leaders were able to mde-track the mb- 
ject as bemg contenhous and calculated to  cause &sd-  
fectlon m the party 

The hghest birthrate m England 1s found among the 
nuners, who a t  the same tune have the largest rate of un- 
employment An effort 1s now bang made to  mtroduee 
Blrth Control c h c s  m the mmng dlstncts, where there 
1s intense poverty and much s d e n u g  among the women 
and chlldren 

A N mternational Conference, under the auspices of Le 
Comlt& International pour la Vie and I s  F d e ,  was 

held m P a n s  the first week m June. It was announced as 
"open to  all those who are opposed to  the practice of 
Birth Control" and the f i s t  session was opened by Father 
John Ryan of W d m g t o n ,  D C Charactenstlcally 
much of the tlme wan s v e n  to  denunclatlons of abortion, 
a subject whch, m Prance as m tlus country is frequent- 
ly, but wrongly, 1denh6ed mth  Blrth Control 

SPAIN 

A T the mctat~on of the Roman Cathohc Church, the 
Government of Spam has cut short a course on eu- 

gemcs orgaruzed by the S w e t y  of Los Anugos del Nmo 
(the CMdren's Friends") m t h  the support of the doctors 
of Madrid, the B~olog~cal Soc~ety, the Spamsh Society of 
Anthropology, and under the duechon of the well-known 
Professor Hoyos Samz, premdent of the Spamsh Royal 
Natural Sciences Soc~ety 

The maln purpose of t h s  course was to  make the Span- 
~ s h  pubhc acquamted mth  the problems and the usefulness 
of eugemc teacbmg, t h g  as pattern in the first place, 
the work done m England by the Eugemcs Educat~on So- 
clety and by the Galton Laboratory for National Eugen- 
~ c s  of Umvemty College, as well as the s m l a r  mst~tutmns 
of Europe and Amencn 

Only first-class authonhes m the subject were to lec- 
ture, mcludmg the doyen of the m d c a l  faculty of the 
Madnd Umverslty and the Professor of Penal Law in the 
Madnd Umveraty, Senor Jlmenez Asua [Professor 
Asua has been suspended by a Government decree m con- 
sequence of h s  lecture ] The hst of lecturers included the 
names of two pnests, the Jesult Father Labum and an 
army chaplam, but a t  the last moment, clearly under pres- 
wre  from the Clencal party, both excused themselves 

The hberal  press of M&d was full of artlcles pram- 
mg the ~mtlatlve, the Clencal press, especially "El De- 
bate," a very mfluentlal paper closely assoelated mth  
General P m o  de lbvera, started a campaign agamst it 
The latter have won Under a royal decree, wntten In a 
tone that has offended the whole of the intellectual classes 
of S p u ,  the course has been prohb~ted as ‘‘against re- 
hqon and morals " 

The d~stmgulshed orgamzers of the course have dec~ded 
to  pubhb  m vanous languages the lectures whch were to 
have been gwen, m order that the whole sc~entlfic world 
may judge between the men of sclence and them censors 

Accordmg 50 a press Item m The New York Sun a Span- 
~ s h  decree of October, 1927 authonzmng the extension of 
ald to large f a d e s  has resulted thus fa r  m approxl- 
mutely 18,000 apphcatlons The record famlly presented 
was that of a naval captam who had elghteen chlldren 



Bzrth Control Revaem 

T E S T S  F O R  SOCIAL WORK 

w HAT 
good camc of ~t In the end? asks Jean  Purcell- 

Gulld, In an  a r t& In The Survey Soc~a l  work 1s 
the object of her enqulry and she suggests tha t  agenclcs 
wh~ch apply for money to  the chantable should use "a 
rneasurlng s t~ck"  on thew work at ~ntewals ,  t o  find what 
they ha le  actually accomplished A case a h ~ c l i  rarses the 
question, the obv~ous doubt, In MISS Purcell-Gu~ld's mmd 
was furmshed recently by the Brooklyn Assoc~a t~on  for 
Improv~ng the C o n d ~ t ~ o n  of the Poor  A publ~c  appeal 
under the head "An Amencan Tragedy" was made 
througlr The New York Tmes for a f am~ly  of nlne chll- 
dren whose father  was dead and whose mother was In a 
sanatanum More than s ~ x t y  people responded t o  thls 
appeal w ~ t h  large or  small donat~ons, and the sum total  
rece~ved was $291 50 How long w~ l l  t h ~ s  sum of about 
$32 00 each last these ch~ldren W h a t  wdl ~t do for them? 
How much more w~l l  be needed t ~ l l  they are  educated and 
self-support~ng? It IS safe to say tha t  a very small num- 
ber from the ongmal group of contr~butors  wlll glve 
agaln, so a larger and larger publ~c  w~ l l  ha le  t o  be drawn 
upon for a long penod Probably ~t wlll prove lmprac- 
t~cable t o  keep the famlly together, motherless and father- 
less a s  ~t IS, and the chlldren wlll be scattered In orphan 
asylums o r  ul th relatives or  In foster homes They wlll 
be a fam~ly  no longer, but slmply another problem of dc- 
pendency for  soclety t o  meet One wonders how the sick 
mother feels about her chddren's fate  and what was In 
the father's m ~ n d  when he d ~ e d  leavlng behlnd a fam~ly  
whose numbers he had not known how to  h m ~ t  One won- 
ders too how f a r  overwork and undernourishment In the 
effort t o  support such a fam~ly  was respons~ble for the 
father's death,  how f a r  unlnn~ted ch~ldbearmg was the 
cause of the mother's breakdown Takmg thls case as a 
type we are in a p o s ~ t ~ o n  to  answer Mrs Purcell-Gu~ld's 
quest~on Soc~a l  work wh~ch does not mclude Birth Con- 
trol cannot do the work of rehabllltat~on toward wh~ch 
l t  asplres 

A NEW BOOK 

H E  AGE O F  REASON" 1s a del~ghtful book E l c r y  
T c h a p t e r  leaves you thmkmg, guessmg, pondering, un- 
t11 the end when l t  Gnlshes w ~ t h  a masterly c l~max Many 
references t o  Blrth Control are made thoughout In a 
fnendlj  s p m t  

T h ~ s  book brmgs your thlnhlng up-to-date, and pre- 
sents t o  you w ~ t h  cha rmng  characters who fascmate a s  
well a s  l r r ~ t a t e  

Those w ~ t h  a sclentlfic trend of thought -111 enjoy ~t 
fully, but ~t 1s god readmg for all The  confl~ct of sclence 
and r eheon  goes on In a fam~ly  of brologrsts, the fathe1 
of wh~ch 1s married t o  the daughter of a clergyman 

M S 

Olhe Age of Reason, by Slr Phll~p Glbhs, $250 Doubleday, Doran 
and Company, Inc, Garden C~ty, New York, publ~shed June 29 

SUMMER READING 
Pamphlets on B~rth Control 

SEND A DOLLAR FOR THESE 

Vanous Aspects of Butb Control 
By Dr 8 Adolphua Knopf 

$ 50  

Woman, Morahty and BYth Control 20 
By Margaret Sanger 

Lord Buckmaster's Speech m the House of 
Lords 10  

Great Thoughts on Buth Control 15  
Med~cu~e's Respons~bd~ty 0 5  

Uy 0 7  Wm Allen Pussy 

OR FIFTY CENTS FOR THESE 

An O u h e  of Marnage 25 
By Floyd Dell 

Woman, Morahty and B~rth Control 20 
By Mmgaret Sanger 

Some Reasons for Butb Control 05  
By Dr Jamsa F Cooper 

OR TWENTY FIVE CEYTS FOR THESE 

Lord Buckmaster's Speech m the House of 
Lords 10  

Med~cme's Responslbhty 05  
By Dr Wm Allen Pvaey 

Poverty and Butb Control 0 5  
By Dr Alws Hamdton 

Some Reasons for BYtb Control 05  
By Dr James F Cooper 

ALSO TWO PAMPHLETS BY HAVELOCK ELLIS 
The Problem of Race Regenerabon (191 1 ) 

and A Note on the Bedborough Trial 
(1897) 

These have long been out of pnnt A private edl- 
tmn ha- heen p r~n ted  far  Seward Coll~ns, Ed~tor 
of the Bookman who has sent a supply to us 
If you would hke ather or both of these ~nterestlng 
pamphlets, send five cents In postage stamps, or 
add the amount to >Our pamphlet order 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 

THE CLOSING DATE 

CARTOO% t h t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
BIRTH CON%OL REVIEW 

IS 

OCTOBER Ist, 1928 
Fmrr tlnzes arc Offered 

1st Prrze $50 00 
2nd Prlze 25 00 
3rd Prize 15 00 
4th Prne 10 00 

The drawings must be In black Ink on wllrte paper for dlreft rep- 
duet100 on zinc They must be In proportions of 6 to 7 sod m u d  b0 

capable of very great reductmn or enlargement 
For literature on the aim and prlnmples of the movement mend s 
postal to the BIRTH COYTROL REVIEW 104 Frmx A ~ N U B  

New Yon= C m  



A Glistening Bath Room 
Ghstetung enamel, faucets bnght, as fresh and Don't confuse 3 tn One wth ordmary hght 0th 
mvmng as a May mornmg and so called "machme 011s " 3 tn One IS very 
your bath room can be kept lust that way ~ t h  rlfferent Sctenhfically compounded of several 
3 tn One-the otl wth 79 household uses htgh qualrty otls, lt has untque propemes that 

3 ,,,-One ,-leans and *hhes nickeled and OrLnar~ Or singie 011 can have It dfferent 
brass faucets, ptpes and fimngs, also "shower" It IS better 

and curtam rod Further, lt keeps everythmg Sold ever~where by good grocery, drug, notton, 
metal from rustmg or tartushmg hardware and other stores In 3-02 Handy 011 
Porcelan, whrte pant, enamel and ale are tn L'ollnght" Handy Cans and three 

stantly cleaned wtth 3 m-One It eastly removes size bottles 

"dm mgs" m bath tub and bowl-and the rtngs Free Sample and nllurtrared Dxnmnq of UICS nequerr 
both on portal card 

don't form so qluckly afterward THREE IN ONE OIL CO 130 Wdlum St New York N Y 

3 m 00. u rhc w h r  od for dl household mechuwnu [ -fmm s e w .  to doe, hmge Ty nt  I 

PTevats~ust- OILS -Cleans & polishes 
A T H I R D  O F  A C E N T U R Y  O F  C O N T I N U O U S  S E R V I C E  

LR (169 



11 The  Birth Control Review 
I1 MARGARET SANGER, Edrtor, 

rs the organ of the 

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE, Inc. 

You can help the movement for Birth Control 
by pushing its circulation. 

Y O U  CAN- 
Szlb8mbe for the REVIEW ymr8elf 
Give a year'a svbsmptwn to a fnend 

Paas on cope8 to  your Mawter and y w  Doctor 

Pluce it m y w r  Publac Library 
Recommend st whenever Btrth Control rs talked about 

I The BIRTH CONTEOL REVIEW glves all the arguments for Birth Control 

It gves the full history of the movement both m America, m Europe and m the Fa r  11 East 

It contams articles from some of the world's h e s t  thrnkers whrch show that the move- 
ment has the support of high authorities 

I n  brief it shows the need for Birth Control, the trend towards Bwth Control and 
the personnel of the Birth Control forces 

Send us the name of a new subscriber today! 
------- ___----- - ----- --------- -------------- 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, 

Room 1905, 104 Ftfth Avenue, 

New York Clty 

I enclosc cheque for $ for whlrh please send the BIRTH CONTROL RE\IEW for one year 

to the following names 

11 Name Name 

I Address Address 


