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TEN GOOD REASONS for BIRTH CONTROL 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM, HAPPINESS AND HEALTH- 

Woman's R~ght, Marned Love, The Health of Mother and Chlld, are reasons for 

Birth Control 
The Use of Harmless and Effectme Meclulnacal or Chemscall Methods 

of Prmmtton Called Contraceptrves 

Another cogent personal argument IS 

Reason I V  - THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN 

( I n  the large famzlzes of the poor the chzldren sufer from overcrowdzng and malnu- 
trztzon and from over-work, e h e r  as Lzttle Mothers zn the home or as Chzld Labor- 
ers zn zndustry From these causes they are often broken zn health and easzly fall 
prey to dzseaae They are deprzved of the healthful recreatzons of youth and thezr 

educatzon as cut short at the earlzest moment the lam permzts) 

Here IS what a few experts say - 

race of well- I . 
born chrldren t t  

rs essentral that 
the functron of 
m o t h e r h o o d  
should be ele- 
vated to a post- 
tron of dtgntty 
and thrs rs rmpos- 
stble as long as 
conceptton re- 
matns a matter of 
chance 

Declarat~on of 
Prtnclples 01 
Amencan Birth 
Control League 

"The larger the fam~ly,  the more congested w ~ l l  be the quarters they lwe In and the more unsanltarg 
wdl  be the envmonment Last, but not least, wtth the Increase of the f am~ly  there IS by no means a cor 
respandmg Increase of the earnmg capaclty of the father or mother, and, as a result, malnutrrtlon and In 
sufficient clothrng enter as factors to predispose to tuberculosrs, or cause an  already exlstlng latent tubercu 
los~s to become actrve " 

S ADOLPHUS KNOPP, M D 

"Conrc~ous and l rm~ted procreatron IS dlctated by love and mtellrgcnce Unconscious, lrrespons~ble 
procreation produces domestlc mlsery and half starved chddren " 

WILLIAM L HOLT, M D 

"Man has learned that corn and potatoes must be g ~ v c n  proper spacmg lest Mother Earth be crowded 
and they do not grow well, hut he has often forgotten to place sufficrent spacing between h ~ s  human chd 
dren that they mrght develop to the h~ghes t "  

ROBERT J SPRAGUE 

"I can thmk of promwng boys and grrls for whom a hngh school educatron had been proudly planned 
and a rrse In the world, but who were forced to leave school a t  fourteen and take any poss~ble job because 
there were b many mouths to feed and the fa thers  wages would not suffice 

ALICE HAMILTON, M D 

"We catapult chddren Into the world by the accrdental explosion of passron and ~gnorance-and erect 
legal stockades to keep truth from enterlng And then we doom whale armres of them to chtld labor, d ~ s  
ease, overcrowdrng and hunger, because the stock of goods to meet their needs IS not enough to go round" 

"A Case In Pomt Out of one famdy of eleven chlldren only two are now of any use to soc~ety, a little 
g ~ r l  of seven, who stays a t  home and carer far  the crippled srster durrng the day whrle the mother scrubs 
office floors, and a boy of nme who sells chewmg gum after school hours at a subway cxlt From a sober, 
aenous and hardworklog man the father has become a hopeless drunkard, of whom the mother and children 
lrve In terror " 

MARGARET SANGER 



Fom Steps to ow Goal - Apitahon, Edocahor~, &gcuuz&on, Legdabon 

VQL XI1 A P R I L ,  1928 No 4 
(Copyrtght 1928, A m m c a n  Birth Control League, Inc  ) 

C O N T E N T S  
PAOE 

EDITORIAL News from Europe - Unemployment -- 
Marnag-The Dav~d Brooks ContestSupport from 
the Woman a Journal 106 

SUPPORT FOR BIRTH CONTROGA Welcome to 
Margaret Sanger 107 
An account of a great meetlng In New York 

BIRTH CONTROL IN 1823, by Normon E H m e r  110 
A contlnuatlon of the story of the Francls Place 
handbills 

MARRIAGE AND BIRTH CONTROL, by C Qaaquotnu 
Hnrrlau 112 
An Engllshwornan's estlmate of the value of B~r th  
Control 

THE NEW YORK BIRTH CONTROL BILL-The 
Hearlng a t  Albany 113 
Testrmony and support from many varled quarters 

COSMIC M V E ,  Poems by Henry H El fun 114 

BARRING THE DOOR, by Mary W m o r  116 
A contrast between the treatment of contraception by 
Rnssla and by the Unlted States 

THE WIDE DEMAND FOR BIRTH CONTROL 116 
Letters which show stnklng effect8 from any form of 
publlclty 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Bwth Control, by Johann Perch-Mary Wsnror 116 
Love Llfe in Nature, by Wslhdm Bolrche-P W 
Whstsno 119 
Hertha Ayrton, by Evelyn B h a r p A  U P 120 
The Tragedy of Waste, by Btuart C h s  120 
On Beinn a Glrl, by Jeans E Qsb~on la0 . . 
Sex ~du&tlon 
Chddren in Industry 
Wit, Wsdom and Eloquence 

BOOKS RECEIVED 121 

NEWS NOTES--United Sta tekNew York-Messachu- 
setts-Indrana- 122 
Germany-Austrla, from Betty and Johann Ferch 125 
Spam 124 

BIRTH CONTROL AND CHILD WELFARE 126 

CORRESPONDENCE--H de Sel~ncourt-4 E B Flagg 
-P N A g u d a 4  N T-Robert Krlscher 1% 

LIVF WITHIN YOUR INCOME, by L A WtnkEslrpecht 129 

FROM MAUDE ROYDEN 129 

FEMINISM AND BIRTH CONTORL 129 

WORKERS AND BIRTH CONTROL 1W 

OUR CONTRIBUTORS 

NORMAN E HIMES,  whose study we @lwh of 
the great work done by Francw Place w mak- 

tng a htstoncal study of the mooement for fam- 
d y  h: tatwm.  

FRANCIS PLACE (1823) wad not d y  one of the 
poneers of Birth Control but was one of the 
greatest fgures m the Englwh labor and co- 
operatwe movements 

MARY WINSOR, femrwt,  w a member of the Nat- 
umul Wuman'e Party She ts on the Comcd of 
the Penn~ylvalua Btrth Control Fedzratwn and 
the Natwnal Cotlwd of the Amet+~am Bwth 
Control League 

P W WHITING,  bwlogut, formerly of Motllc 
Uwere i t y  and Bwsey Znrtitute (Howard)  w 
now dmng research work at t& Umvernty of 
Psttrburgh 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
P u n L n ~  BT 

The Amer~csn ~Blrth Control League, Inc 
104 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 

- 

The BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 1s pubhhsd 
on the h t  of the month 

Snnsle Cops-Twenty Cents Two Dabs per Yew 
C a r &  and Fomgn $2 25 

Entered a s  Second Class Matter March 11, 1918, at the Post- 
a c e  at New Ynrk, N Y, under the Act of March 3, 1879 



Birth Control Review 
VOL XI1 A P R I L ,  1928 No e 

EDITORIAL 
outstandmg event m the Blrth Control 

movement durlng the month of March was T "" 
the return of Margaret Sanger from her long stay 
m Europe I t  1s true of Blrth Control, as of every 
great movement m hlstory, that, as ~t progresses lt 
cannot be confined wlthm the 11m1ts of one natlon 
It has already become world-mde, and ~t has spread 
~ t s  ramficat~ons mto many fields The two great 
developments of whch Mrs Sanger brlngs news 
are first, the h k m g  up of Blrth Control wlth the 
great problems of populatlon and second, an mn- 
tense qulckenmg of mterest and actlvlty m regard 
to sclent& research mto contraception The 
World Populatlon Conference whlch was organ- 
m d  by Mrs Sanger, whde ~t dld not Include Blrth 
Control m ~ t s  wlde programme, could not keep ~t 
out of the thoughts of the men who assembled to 
&cuss populat~on a t  Geneva The research that 
w d  result from the conference and from the for- 
mahon of the World Populatlon Umon, whlch was 
formed there, will brmg mto ever greater prom- 
nence the,lmportance of natlonal populatlon con- 
trol As regards the advance of sclentlfic contra- 
ceptlon, there are ~mportant steps to record 
Much work on t h s  h e  has already been done m 
Germany, and the Umverslty of Edmburgh has 
now lnvlted Dr Welsner, a well-known assoc~ate 
of the great Stemach, to a professorsh~p In the de- 
partment preslded over by D r  A F Crew HIS 
work w~l l  be m the field of reproduction, and we 
hope for progress whlch wdl gwe the answer to the 
demand for the perfect contraceptive 

A F T E R  havmg been known to soclal workers 
m the great ches for a year or more, the exlst- 

ence of a steaddy mcreasmg unemployment prob- 

k m  1s now bemg recogmzed m the magazlnes and 
newspapers The New York Chanty Orgamzatlon 
reports more apphcatlons than for eleven years 
past, a breadlme of 1,200 a day has been formed on 
the Bowery, 20,000 were lald off m New York 
State m January, and the story from all parts of 
the Unlted States 1s s w l a r  Welfare orgamza- 
t~ons and state labor officials are unltmg In the hope 
of workmg out constructive plans of rel~ef The 
Survey, m artlcles by labor experts, endeavors to 
get a t  the causes and amount of present unemploy- 
ment Banks and great lnsurance companies are 
also studylng the question One reason put for- 
ward 1s that never has manual labor been so rapldly 
d~splaced m favor of automatic machmery T h s  
works chlefly against the unskilled and less ~ntelll- 
gent worker Machmery whlch costs hundreds of 
thousands of dollars cannot be entrusted to mor- 
ons, and the work that the moron 1s best fitted to 
perform can be better done by a machme Group 
Insurance also works against wtelllgence, for 
wlth lower type workers the rate of accidents, and 
consequently the cost of lnsurance are hlgher I t  
used to be urged agamst any proposal to spread 
Birth Control mformat~on among the poor, that 
armles of workers were needed for our mdustnes, 
and that to develop too h~gh  a standard of mtelll- 
gence was unnecessary Wlth the comlng of t h s  
new era of perfected machmery, the problem of un- 
employment can only be met by a comprehensive 
programme of Blrth Control 

S E V E R A L  mportant questions concernmg 
Amerlcan marrlage are asked and answered 

by Wllllam F Ogburn of Columbla Unlverslty m 
"Sonal Forcee" for September D r  Ogburn's 
answers are brlef and statistical, a mere skeleton of 
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the investigation that could be made But they 
constitute a t  least a suggestive and mteresting be- 
ginning of the scientific study of one of the three 
great events in the life of the individual I s  mar- 
rlage a desirable state"e asks, and points out that 
the death rate of single men is nearly twice that of 
the married men, that there is more crime among 
unmarried men and that more single than married 
men-and women too-go mad As  to the extent 
of marriage, D r  Ogburn shows that civilization 
seems to discourage mamage A t  the maximum 
marriage age 35 to 45, two persons m ten are not 
living in marriage and one in ten persons over 45 
years of age in United States have never married 
As  to the thlrd question-"broken marriages"-in 
1924, there was one divorce granted to about seven 
marriages performed The main cause of divorce 
is cruelty, a rather broad term I n  regard to sex 
differences In marriage, D r  Ogburn finds that as 
marrlage still means to many women a "livelihod" 
and to men an economic drain, women tend to 
marry earlier than men The existence of prosti- 
tution also tends to encourage men to postpone 
marriage 

u N D E R  35 years there are more married 
women than men, but more married men 

than women in the later years This is not due to 
a larger deathrate of women, but to the greater 
tendency of men to  remarry and to choose young 
women as second wives The maximum percentage 
married is not, as one would suppose, where the 
sexes are about equal in numbers, but where there 
is an excess of men As to age, besides the fact al- 
ready mentioned that the marriage of women is 
earlier than that of men, D r  Ogburn's study shows 
that of both sexes taken together the later twenties 
have become the commonest years of marriage, and 
this delay, while economically desirable he holds to 
be wrong for biological reasons That the mar- 
riage rate has increased in the last thirty years is 
another fact D r  Ogburn has gleaned from the 
Census Another is that-probably because other 
occupations than domestic servlce, paid or unpaid, 
are open to the city woman-the city shows ten 
per cent fewer marriages than the country Other 
questions bring out geographical and racial mar- 
riage ratios throughout the United States 

Of Birth Control in this connection D r  Ogburn 
says "One is also curious to know whether Birth 
Control influences marriage Some persons argue 
that it does, because then there is not a t  once the 
economic burden of children Others argue that it 

encourages sexual intercourse outside of marriage 
Clties with lower birth-rates have larger percent- 
ages of young people married, while the age of the 
mves is approximately the same from city to city 
There 1s thus an indication that Birth Control may 
encourage marriage " 

T HE subject of the David Brooks Anglo- 
American Essay Contest for 1928, as an- 

nounced by the "World Tomorrow", is "As the 
whzte poplatzon of the Unzted States of Amenca 
and the Bntzsh Commonwealth of Nattzona has m- 
creased zn the past century from 20 000,000 to 
170,000,000, zn how fa r  wzll the contznwd growth of 
poplatzon and the dzmznzshzng food supply affect 
the future relatzons between these two peoples and 
to what extent mll  zt affect thew relatzon to other 
natzona~" 

The Brooks-Bright Foundation of New York, 
which gives the prizes, is an effort not only to 
stimulate goodwill between nations by understand- 
ing, but to do this through the younger generation 
Mrs Brooks-Aten, who founded the contests, be- 
lieved that in efforts for international fellowship 
precious time was being lost in that we were "ap- 
pealing in matters of thls sort to the adult popula- 
tion whose prejudices had to be uprooted, and neg- 
lecting to interest youth, the plastic, the adult of 
tomorrow " The contests are therefore limited to 
pupils of secondary schools The subject chosen 
this year places before the younger generation the 
problem of population as one the solution of which 
is fundamental to the establishment of lasting 
friendliness in mternational relations 

T HE Woman's Journal, which is used as its or- 
gan by the Natlonal League of Women Vot- 

ers, in its March issue, carries an editorial on "Few- 
er and Better Babies" It sees but one reason-the 
desire for more soldiers-why the over-crowded na- 
tions of Europe should msh to  increase their pop- 
ulations It rejoices that m spite of the politicians 
woman are "more and more commg to have the 
courage to  think for themselves and to be masters 
of their own bodies" Women, ~t remarks "want 
the children they bear to have a better chance for 
happy healthy livmg " 



Support for Birth Control 
A Welcome to 

S E V E N  organ~zations combined In the mass 
meeting held a t  the Engmeering Auditorium, 

New York, on the evening of March 15 Their 
practical purpose was to protest agamst the re- 
fusal of the Codes Comm~ttee to qve a favorable 
report on the New York Birth Control Bill An- 
other and pleasanter purpose was to welcome Mrs 
Sanger on her return from Europe 

Mrs F Robertson Jones, who presided, spoke 
of the widely d~fferent interests represented by the 
Junior League, The New York League of Women 
Voters, The Woman's Clty Club, The Society for 
Political Study, The Hopewell Soclety of Brook- 
lyn and the Grand Street Settlement, the SIX or- 
ganlzat~ons which had combined w t h  The Amen- 
can Birth Control League to hold the meetmg I n  
splte of these differences these and forty other or- 
ganlzations whlch have endorsed the bill represent, 
she stated, "a most unusual unanimity of opinion 
among women of every class " 

Messages to the Meetmg 

Telegrams were read from organ~zations in all 
parts of the state Two from Buffalo presented a 
strlkmg contrast One, the only expressed opposi- 
tion, was from the Buffalo Councll of the Natlonal 
Council of Catholic Women and read "Thls coun- 
cll vigorously opposes this public mass meetmg m 
behalf of vicious Birth Control B111" The other 
from Mrs Chauncey Hamlin, chalrman of the 
Buffalo Blrth Control Committee rmght have been 
planned as an  answer I t  read 

"In this day and generation when we are trying so 
hard for unity and tolerance in all our relationships, 
~t seems so hard to have to name the opposition "Cath- 
ohc" or to define the proponents as anything but earn- 
est men and women Interested in a great soclal prob- 
lem There can be no objection to the Cathollc Church 
or any other group bang opposed to the idea of allevi- 
otlng human suffenng by the means which we beheve to 
be right, but there 1s a great fundamental principle be- 
Ing vlolated when one group can obtaln political In- 
fluence enough to keep progress from those who des~re 
it I beheve that if the men who oppose us could be 
made aware of the wholesale devastation of Lfe whlch 
is tak~ng place after concept~on wlth the resulting 
physlcal damage to womanhood, they mlght be wllllng 
to reverse the process and spare the mental and physi- 
cal mlsery which they now are thoughtlessly ~nfllctlng " 

Margaret Sanger 

The subject of the meeting was, Mrs Jones ex- 
plained in introducing the speakers What  the blll 
means to health, happiness and morallty The 
speakers were D r  I ra  S Wde, the Rev Karl Rel- 
land and Mrs Sanger 

D r  Wlle, the first speaker, characterized the 
meeting as a "protest aga~nst hidmg of the head 
and shrlnklng to face the facts of llfe as ~t is, by the 
Codes Committee, agalnst a hypocrisy which falls 
to recognize that Blrth Control exists and 1s pmc- 
tlced " H e  conjectured that most, if not all the 
legislators were themselves practicmg Birth Con- 
trol H e  asked how they could refuse to bring out 
a blll whlch concerns the most v ~ t a l  facts of life, 
which would substitute science and reason for nat- 
ure's monstrous methods of limltatlons, and by ex- 
tending the benefits of Blrth Control to the poorer 
classes would enable them to attain the standard 
of llvlng set by the more fortunate classes who now 
practice ~t The old law he charactenzed as per- 
petuatmg the subject~on of women, to  whom the 
proposed law would give freedom of cholce 

The proposed law would m hls opimon slmply 
extend from the lndlvldual to soclety the perms- 
slon to use contraceptive methods for the cure and 
prevention of disease For, said he, disease IS soclal 
as well as indmdual Malnutnt~on, the social dls- 
ease of poverty, IS far more deadly than scarlet 
fever, and the burden of large famllles whlch fall 
into poverty IS a disease borne by all classes A 
famlly whlch, llke one he knew, IS vlslted and aided 
by 19 societies is no longer a prlvate famlly, ~t be- 
comes a jwblzc famlly Not only IS its own prlvate 
llfe vlolated, but ~ t s  wornes, anxieties and harrass- 
mg cares have to be shared by the whole commun- 
~ t y  The proposed law would make ~t possible for 
many familles to glve Instead of recemng from 
soclety It would not only prevent the present 
waste but ~t would prevent the loss to society oc- 
casloned by family dl-health and the loss of llfe 
through the deaths of mothers and infants It 
would be preventwe medmne, ~t would preserve 
health and not merely, llke the present law, snatch 
slck women from the brink of the grave for a llttle 
longer mlsery in life 

Physicians, as D r  Wlle showed by example, are 
more and more givlng expression to thew deslre for 
thls law, which would not only be m accordance 
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with intelligence, with the facts of life and mth  the 
mores of the day but would make posslble "a finer 
race with hlgher aspirations and a more spiritual 
outlook upon God and Man " 

Dr Karl Redand 
T o  D r  Karl Redand, Rector of S t  George's 

Church, who discussed the moral aspects of the bill, 
the question was an ethical issue F o r  millions of 
years nature was in control of man The supreme 
object of biological evolution IS man, and man hav- 
mg reached his adolescence, has turned the tables 
on nature and, in accordance with both moral and 
biological law, is now controlling nature Birth 
Control is one great example of this Under na- 
ture's rule, vast and horrible calamities regulated 
population Then man assumed the moral obliga- 
tion of regulating by infanticide, and thls in turn 
has yielded to the method of Birth Control This 
is the biological ethics of Blrth Control 

On soclal grounds Birth Control--or rather its 
extension to the poor-would, said D r  Reiland, 
solve the problem of differential fertility, allow 
hereditary potentlahties to have free play, unham- 
pered by unfavorable environment, and complete 
the emancipation of women With this process of 
controlling nature and raislng society to a higher 
plane, the ethical purpose of the church should be 
not to interfere The church has too often in the 
past stood m the way of human progress Hitherto 
it has chamed every Prometheus to the rocks But 
it has not, even so, been able to hold progress back, 
and m the end it has accepted the g f t s  of those 
whom it has persecuted I t s  attitude toward Birth 
Control must change also, it must support this 
method of raising the level of human existence 
Objections on reh@ous grounds are all irrelevant- 
they are for the most part "just another chance to 
ask a question and throw in an inhibition " They 
are unmtelligent, unscientific, unethical and in- 
human 

A Warm Welcome 
Mrs Sanger, the last speaker, whose appearance 

after her long absence was greeted with great en- 
thusiasm by the audience whlch filled every seat m 
the large hall, took occasion to thank the Board of 
Drrectors of the American Birth Control League, 
and especially the acting president, Mrs F Robert- 
son Jones, for their faithful work and practical ac- 
con~p l~s l~ i~~en t s  both in finances and mcrease of 
membership during her absence I n  her address, 
she summarized the progress of Birth Control m 
England and Germany and sketched the internat- 
tional situation in its bearings on America and the 
other countries now throwing up barriers against 
immigration She asked "if certain classes are un- 

desirable as immigrants from the outside why is 
not the same logic used by the United States to 
prevent them from being added to the population 
on the inside2" 

"This morning's press" she continued, "gave an 
estimate that the population of this country is now 
120 mll~ons I n  the glory of increasing popula- 
tion, we must recognize that numbers are not the 
only thing to  consider Individuals are not mere 
statistical un~ t s  who are born, marry and dle, and, 
while these functions cannot be entirely ignored, 
there is a value dependmg upon the quality of the 
material with which they are endowed through m- 
heritance This IS of infinitely greater importance 
to society and to the progress of the race than mere 
numbers 

Mrs Sanger on Populahon 

"Science is now bordering on the infinite and the 
most powerful brain seems feeble m face of the 
tasks whlch are glunpsed I f  one is to judge by 
the present predicament of the world, we may 
assume that there 1s no individual nor group whose 
mtelligence is equal to the tasks that the mterna- 
tional situation demands It seems almost as if the 
knowledge required exceeds our capacity for un- 
derstanding 

"It is to the sclence of population that we must 
now look for future guidance It must pomt the 
way for population regulation whch in this coun- 
try, in particular, could soon deliver society from 
more than half of ~ t s  terrific burdens It could 
soon help us to elimmate the possibihty of mcreas- 
mg dysgemc stocks, such as those with inherited or 
transmissible diseases It could soon lessen the 
burden of philanthropic demands which are fast 
gromng beyond the cultural needs of thls genera- 
tion Sane legslation would mdlrectly drect  re- 
production towards adaptation to future condhons 
by raising the mean level of bram power The im- 
portance of numbers belongs to the past rather 
than to the future 

"The needs of manual labor m the future mll  be 
greatly reduced by the progress of chewt ry ,  
physics and the possession of unlimited sources of 
heat and force a t  a nunmum of expenditure On 
the other hand, we shall need brams highly resistant 
to  work and capable of a degree of education sur- 
passing that of the most intehgent skllled artisan 
today Vaster memories must be forged, sharper 
msight must be gamed and m t h  the discovery of 
the laws of mheritance men can choose whether we 
shall evolve to the expression of the highest mthm 
us, or revert to the stage of the barbarian It 1s 
for man to decide 



"With all the knowledge that we today possess, 
it is obvious that it is a c rme for generations to 
come, it is a c rme agalnst our civihzation to en- 
courage the reproduction of mediocre, diseased or 
inferior types of groups Such offspring can only 
be a burden to the future and retard the progress 
of the present generation 

"It has become clear that the population of the 
earth is fast arriving a t  its possible maxlmurn, that 
its density is badly distributed, that redistribution 
of space can only be r e c t ~ e d  by displacements, 
and that Blrth Control in overpopulated countries 
is the first and surest method whereby the balance 
may be peacefully restored " 

Following Mrs Sanger's address came an  unex- 
pected and touching tribute This was the presen- 
tation of a large bouquet of roses by Mrs Rose 
Halpern of Brooklyn In behalf of the mothers who 
had attended the first American chnic, at  Browns- 
ville Though short, Mrs Halpern's speech lacked 
nothmg m eloquence 

"Friends," said she, "We represent the mothers 
of Brownsvllle W e  welcome Mrs Sanger, the 
tmeless worker for our freedom It was twelve 
years ago when Mrs Sanger first came to  Browns- 
vdle to open her c h c  When I went to the clmic, 
I found a crowd of women around the doors wlth 
their hands out-stretched for help, while Mrs 
Sanger was being taken away in a patrol wagon 
After seeing those poor mothers beggmg for help, 
after seeing my fr~ends and neighbors suffer- 
some of them dying because they did not know how 
to prevent birth-I felt that I ought to enlist my 
energies for this cause 

W e  ,greet Mrs Sanger our mexhaustible 
worker our Lincoln 1" 

The Resolubon 
The meetmg ended with the passmg by an over- 

whelmmg vote, of the followmg resolution, offered 
by Mrs Grace H Childs, of the Women's City 
Club 

Whereas the laws of t h s  State now p r o h ~ b ~ t  phy- 
slclans from g m n g  contraceptwe ~nformation except- 
mng "for the prevent~on and cure of d~sease", and 

Whereas there are other urgent reasons, such as 
famly-poverty, the mab~hty of a mother to care for 
add t~ona l  ch~ldren, etc , wh~ch often makes ~t h~ghly 
des~rable for phys~cians to g v e  such ~nformat~on to 
marned persons, and 

Whereas women generally who can afford to pay for 
such lnformat~on now secure it and feel that ~t 1s con- 
duc~ve to wholesome farmly hfe, and 

Whereas there 1s now before the State Legdature 
a t  Albany a bdl (Assembly Introductory, 1028, Olsen) 
provldmg that phys~c~ans may e v e  such ~nformation 
to any married persons, be it f 

Resolved that  we, voters of New York, In mass-meet- 
Ing assembled, on March 15, 1928, do call upon the 
legdators of New York State to enact t h ~ s  constmc- 
t ~ v e  measure ~mmedately, for the prevention of destl- 
t u t ~ o n  and dependency and in the interests of better 
farmly-hfe for r ~ c h  and poor alike 

The Next Step Forward 

I T I S  poss~ble that the legend of male oppression flat- 
tered the male suscept~brlity, since there was little op- 

p o s ~ t ~ o n  to ~t Whatever the argument, i t  all contr~buted 
t o  gwe to the forward turn of twentieth-century fem~nism 
the aspect of a duel between the sexes, woman against 
man, and the woman's star In the ascendant 

Now that the turn is accomplished, and nothmg start- 
lmgly polrt~cal or profess~onal seems to be determined by 
~ t ,  what does stand out In the nature of an achievement is 
the escape not of one sex from the other but of both from 
a soc~al complex unwholesomely dr~ven and mformed by 
sex d~st~nctions Now that poht~cal and professional 
preferment are red~stnbuting themselves along hnes that, 
though not obviously determmed by sex tradit~on, s t ~ l l  
leave men enormously In the lead, women are begnning to 
see that the adversary was not the man, not the mate, not 
even institutronal~zed marnage, but hopelessly uncon- 
trolled mul t~pl~cat~on What she really fought, that  ad- 
vanced woman of forty years ago, was not so much a man- 
~fes t~on  of male dommance as of sexual overemphasis from 
wh~ch there 1s no true escape except as the man and woman 
escape together For Bernard Shaw was nght inasmuch 
as he saw and never farled to point out that woman, even 
when she seemed to flee a t  her most funous, was, as much 
as ever man was, rntangled In the moral futihties, the 
s p ~ r t ~ u a l  ecstac~es, the ultihtarian~sm, the hum~liations 
of our common sexual hfe In  this, her latest fl~ght, sym- 
bohzed but not perfected by polit~cal suffrage, she has 
drawn after her all soc~ety, with her mngs only slightly 
srlvered by ach~evement, but still definitely away from the 
company of the pots and the service of the sacred k~tchen 
stove, under wh~ch obscured symbol man once saw in her 
the perpetual breast, the all-susta~ning mother This, I 
take ~ t ,  1s the meanlng of the forward turn of my genera- 
t~on,  not any particular qual~ty of ach~evement but a 
new front set squarely to a new progress in wh~ch the play 
of the reproductne funct~on w~ll  be reduced to more prac- 
t~cable proportions Pract~cable, I mean, In the sense of 
being better adapted to a h~gher type of soc~al reahza- 
t ~ o n  For what could we have done with a soc~ety bound 
bhndly upon the wheel of ~ t s  own ~ncrease? 

MABY AUSTIN in The Nntum (N  Y ) 



Birth Control in 1823 

Birth Control Revzew 

AST November, we p~znted the f i~ s t  part of I, M r  Hzmes' very znterestzng account of the 
first attempt t o  spread Bzrth Control znformatzon 
zn England Thzs was done through Handbzlls 
One  o f  these wns addressed " T o  the Marned of 
Bo th  Sexes" T h e  second " T o  the Marrzed of 
Both  Senes zn Genteel Lzfe" Here  follows the 
thzrd Handbzll addressed 

T O  T H E  MARRIED O F  BOTH S E X E S  OF THE 
WORKING P E O P L E  

T h ~ s  paper is addressed t o  the reasonable and cons~d- 
erate among you, the most numerous and most useful 
class of society 

It is not mtended t o  produce vlce and debauchery, 
but  t o  destroy vice, and put  an  end t o  debauchery 

I t  1s a great  truth, often told and never denled, t ha t  
when there are too many workmg people in any trade o r  
manufacture, they are  worse paid than they ought t o  be 
paid, and are  compelled t o  work more hours than they 
ought t o  work 

When the number of workmg people In any t rade  o r  
manufacture, has for  some years been too great, wages 
a r e  reduced very low, and the workmg people become 
htt le  better than slaves 

When wages have thus been reduced t o  a very small 
sum, work~ng people cannot longer maintam their 
ch~ldren a s  all good and respectable people msh t o  
mamtain them ch~ldren, but are  compelled t o  neglect 
them,-to send them t o  mfferent employment,-to 
Mdls and Manufactones, a t  a very early age 

The  mlsery of these poor chddren cannot be de- 
scribed, and need not be descnbed t o  you who w~tness 
them and deplore them every day of your hves 

Many mdeed among you are  compelled for  a bare 
subsistence t o  labour lncessantly from the moment you 
n se  In the mornlng t o  the moment you he down agaln 
at mght, without even the hope of ever bemg better off 

The  s~ckness of yourselves and your ch~ldren, the p n -  
vation and paln and premature death of those you love 
but  cannot cherish a s  you msh, need only be alluded t o  
You know all these evils too well 

And, what, you w111 ask 1s the remedy? 
How are  we t o  avold these miseries2 
The  answer 1s short and plain the means are easy 

D o  a s  other people, do, t o  avoid h a n n g  more chddren 
than  they wish t o  have, and can ea s~ ly  malntam' 

B y  hmitmg the number of children, the wages both 
of children and of grown up  persons w~ l l  m e ,  the hours 
of worklng will be no more than they ought t o  be, you 
w111 have some time for  recreat~on, some means of en- 
j o y ~ n g  yourselves rat~onally,  some means a s  well a s  
- 

The methods follow 

somc tune fo r  your oan  and your ch~ldrcn's moral and 
r e l ~ g ~ o u s  lns tmct~on 

At  p r ~ s e n t  every respectable mother trembles for  the 
fate  of hcr daughters as  they grow up Debauchery is 
always fcurcd T h ~ s  fear makes many good mothers 
unhappy The  ell1 whcn ~t comes makes them miser- 
able 

And why 1s there so much debauchery? Why such 
sad consequences ? 

Why?  But, because many young men, who fear the 
consequences which a large f am~ly  produces, t u rn  t o  de- 
bauchery, and destroy them own happiness a s  well a s  
the happmess of the unfortunate girls w ~ t h  whom they 
connect themselves 

Other young men, whose moral and rehaous  feelings 
deter them from t h ~ s  v ~ c ~ o u s  course, marry early and 
produce large farmhes, wh~ch they are  ut ter ly unable 
t o  mamtam These a re  the causes of the wretchedness 
which affl~cts you 

B u t  when ~t has become the custom here a s  elsewhere, 
t o  h m ~ t  the number of ch~ldren, so t ha t  none need have 
more than they msh to  have, no man mll  fear t o  take a 
mfe, all m11 be mar r~ed  whde youngdebauche ry  w ~ l l  
d~m~n~sh-whde good morals, and rehgous d u t ~ e s  mll  
be promoted 

You cannot fa11 t o  see tha t  t h ~ s  address 1s mtended 
solely for  your good It 1s q u ~ t e  lmposs~ble t ha t  those 
who address you can receive any benefit from ~ t ,  beyond 
the sat isfact~on wh~ch every benevolent person, every 
true Chns t~an ,  must feel, a t  seelng you comfortable, 
healthy, and happy 

Iv 
T O  THE M A T U R E  R E A D E R  OF B O T H  S E X E S  

T h e  object of t h s  handbdl 1s not to encourage n c e  
and debauchery, but t o  prevent rmsery not t o  destroy 
ch~ldren once concewed, a s  many, and even married 
women do, t o  the destruction of them healths, but t o  
prevent unproper and undes~red conceptions, where sex- 
ual ~ntercourse is des~rable, and wholesome, and lawful 

T o  accomphsh this Important object, an  object more 
Important than any other tha t  affects e ~ t h e r  the  society 
o r  a n  ~ndmdua l ,  some respectable persons In the metro- 
pohs of t h ~ s  country, of both sexes, among whom are  
mcluded many medlcal men of the first rank, have en- 
q u ~ r e d  after  a means wh~ch is here unfolded 

All anma l  procreat~on 1s the result of sem~nal  con- 
t a c t  between the sexes W ~ t h  mankmd and healthy 
marned people, sexual mtercourse is as  unavo~dable a s  
it 1s wholesome and nr tuous  Bu t  i t  is by no  means de- 
s~rable,  it 1s ~ndeed, a cont~nued torture, tha t  a marned 
woman should be lncessantly breedmg or  b r m g n g  forth 
ch~ldren, often unhealthy, and born m t h  a certamty 
of death In ~n fancy  and nothing but the pa t~en t s  of 
pam as often born where there a re  not the means of 
wholesome support and, what 1s stdl worse, where the 



mother 1s of a dehcate frame, and never can produce 
healthy children, conception is to her nothing but tor- 
ture, mthout even the most dlstant prospect of pleasure 
or utlllty Every reader will be able to look round and 
see an abundance of such of each of the cases here 
stated 

Medzcal Men a d  Berth Control 
The fourth handbill is the only straightforward 

statement in the literature of the period which dz- 
rectly associates any medical men with the emtza- 
taon or conduct of the propaganda, hut it is also in- 
teresting to note that Place sought medical advice 
and opinion on the subject of Blrth Control Un- 
like some modern Birth Control propagan&sts 
Francis Place had a research attitude, he had an 
Anstotelian penchant for fact collectmg Hence 
we find hlm writing to h ~ s  friend MacLaren, "I have 
taken pains in my enquiries on this subject 
amongst surgical and medical as [well as] amongst 
mtelligent elderly women, and especially with two 
respectably clever women who are or were matrons 
at  public lying-in hospitals " Thus although there 
is no record of physicians having taken any active 
part in the propaganda, they seem to have had an 
indirect hand in fostering this reform Indeed, 
speaking of the method proposed, the second hand- 
bill avers that "Accoucheurs of the first respectabd- 
ity and surgeons of great emnence have in some 
peculiar cases recommended ~ t , "  whle a similar 
statement appears in the first handbill 

Ob~ectzom to the Pamphlets 
The exact extent of the distribution of these bills 

is unknown While it is easy to exaggerate their 
influence and the extent of their dissemination, it is 
clear that they were broadcasted in the provmces as 
well as in London Judging by manuscript drafts 
of letters preserved by Place, he was instrumental 
in sending to Manchester, care of Mr  Edward 
Taylor, editor of the Mancheeter Guardtan, a parcel 
of handbills with a letter requestmg that he forward 
them to a Mrs Fildes whose efforts m behalf of the 
working classes were well known A note accom- 
panled the package askmg Mrs Fildes to distribute 
them, hlghly offended, she urged Sir Henry Glf- 
ford, the Attorney-General, to prosecute but he 
failed to do so Another letter of objection from 
Mrs Fildes led to their publication, however, m the 
Black Dwarf, whlch was hostile to  the distribubon 
Copies, nevertheless, seem to have been distributed 
In Manchester, if not by Mrs Fildes, then through 
the instrumentahty of WiIliam Longson, a jour- 
neyman weaver for whom Place a t  that time had 
done essential service Place sent Longson hand- 
bills wlth a letter urgmg h ~ m  to use them to lessen - 
T h e  methods follow 

the burden of pauperism in the community One 
gathers from certain m d  - century Manchester 
newspapers recalling the early propaganda that the 
handbills received considerable circulation in that 
community They were distributed among the 
Spitalfield weavers The industrial districts were 
not Immune to them They were sent to gentlemen 
who gave evidence before a Parhamentary comrmt- 
tee on labourers' wages 

This is not the place to record the "scandals" and 
exposures which followed, but it needs to be ob- 
served that it was not long before Place was pub- 
licly dubbed "the master spring that moves the 
whole Infernal machine " Indeed, such he was But 
since we have confined ourselves here to one aspect 
only of the "dlabolical handbills," which was, in 
turn, only a part of this attempt to get contracep- 
tive knowledge to  the working classes, space does 
not permit us to show the extent to which Place In- 
spired and conducted discussions of the subject m 
working men's newspapers, how he brought several 
religious and political reformers to his point of view, 
and how, by h ~ s  conversion of Richard Carlile, he 
set in motion that whole chain of forces which has 
been mainly responsible for the spread among the 
general populace, both in England and in Amer~ca, 
of a knowledge of contraception But we should 
llke to point out, in concluding, that it is no small 
degree a consequence of the social forces released 
through Place, and reinforced by his disciples in 
England and Amenca-a chain of events clearly 
traceable-that we owe our present and past de- 
cline in the birth-rate in both countries, a decline 
which constitutes one of the most revolutionary so- 
cial changes of modern tunes 

If  man contmues to act m the reckless way which has 
characterized his behavlour hitherto, he wdl mult~ply to 
such an enormous extent that only a few klnds of anunals 
and plants whlch serve h ~ m  as food and fuel wdl he left 
on the face of the globe He w111 have converted the 
graclous earth, once teemlng wlth Innumerable, Incom- 
parably beaut~ful varlet~es of life, Into a desert, or, at 
best, a vast agricultural domaln abandoned to the prodnc- 
tlon of food-stuffs for the hungry milhons, whlch, ltke 
maggots consuming a carcass, or the irrepressible swarms 
of the locust, incessantly devour and multlply 

--SIR EDWIN RAY LANKESTER 

"If population continues at  the present rate, the habit- 
able area of the earth m11 be covered In 300 years and 
the temperate zone In 160 " - GEHEIMEATH RUBNEB, 
(Berlin) 



Bzrth Control Remw 

Marriage and Birth Control 

T I S  generally admitted that there is much to I be gloomy about in these days of bad trade and 
post-war morals And yet perhaps, the poor old 
world does improve in some respects 

One of the most hopeful signs of this 1mprol.e- 
ment to me is the very wide-spread mterest that has 
been taken of late in Bvth  Control Conferences 
are held, law-suits are fought and won, pamphlets 
are written and in almost every town lectures are 
given, and everywhere groups of earnest-minded 
people come together to dlscuss and to learn Our 
sense of responsibility has quickened m connection 
wlth birth and the brmgmg a new hfe mto the world 
I n  a deeper and more practical way, we have come 
to know that no child should be born unwanted 

Everywhere smce the war the mcreased interest 
m the questlon has been astomshmg I s  it, I have 
asked myself, that the terrible loss of life has forced 
us bc last to  have a deeper understandmg of the 
value of life? Certainly all over the world women 
and men are begmnmg to understand the right of 
every child to  be well-born 

The relations between the poverty of the farmly 
and ~ t s  size must be considered m connection mth  
thls question Much stress 1s also rightly laid on 
the injurious effect on the mother of contmuous and 
unmlling chlld-bearmg, and on the resultmg tern- 
ble wastage of hfe in mscarriages and stlll-births 
For the child is unfortunate who is born into a home 
unwanted by its mother 

To  glve life well, it must be gwen gladly There 
can be no deeper tragedy than an unmllmg mother- 
hood 

The moral and rehgous aspects of famly h- 
tation have to be considered It needs to he em- 
phasized how, more and more, reltgon today re- 
fuses to divorce the spiritual from the material 
necessities of man, and how it begins to appreciate 
that the bread-and-butter difficulties of life have the 
greatest effect on the moral character of the people 

I f  a criticism on the work of those who advocate 
Blrth Control may be offered, ~t is that too much 
time is spent m saymg what everyone agrees with 
Proposltlons which all who think a t  all practi~ally 
accept, are gravely supported mth  elaborate argu- 
ments More rmght be accomphshcd, ~f these ele- 
mentary questions were left and freer discussions 
given to the many grave problems whlch stdl await 
investigation There are so many questions on 
which far more knowledge needs collectmg before 

*From "Women Ch~ldren, Love and Marriage" By pemlhslon 
by the Publ~shers, Heath Cmnton, Ltd, London 

any definite conclusions of permanent value can be 
accepted 

Roughly classed, Birth Control needs to be 
studled from three different aspects - 

F m t ,  there is the effect upon the married couple 
Second, there is the effect upon the chdd 
And lastly, there is the effect of voluntary h- 

tation of the birth-rate upon society. 
I n  estimating the consequences to the man and 

the woman, ~t is impossible to  neglect the psycho- 
logical results 

The effect upon the mmd is far stronger and 
more lasting than any more direct result I mean, 
it is what the individual woman and man feel about 
limitation that is important for them It 1s their 
own attitude to what they do that wlll malnly decide 
the result it d l  have 

Much easier to  estlmate is the effect upon the 
chdd Here we seem to be on firmer ground T o  
save the unwanted child from bemg born or con- 
celved by drunken or syphilitic parents IS a work 
of such plam morahty that there would appear to 
be no room for difference of opmon 

Yet the question is deeper and far more f i c u l t  
than t h s  there are, mdeed, a whole group of prob- 
lems connected m t h  ~t There IS, for mstance, the 
case of the only chdd, who always suffers grave &s- 
advantages brought up m a home m t h  adults 

Agam the childless or one-chdd marrlage is often 
not happy for those who love chlldren Thls is felt 
m particular when one partner desires chddren and 
the other refuses to have them born And ~t must 
not be forgotten that all that affects the parent.; 
must also have its results on the chlld that is 
born Apart  from economic necessities, the small, 
lirmted farmly is, m many ways, harder to b m g  up  
than the large farmly 

With regard to the effect of Birth Control on 
society, ~t 1s now becommg a famihar reflection that 
often those least fitted to carry out parental duties, 
because of faults of character or msfortune of cu- 
curnstances, have the largest famhes 

Here the mam problem 1s not so much to  teach 
the mere knowledge of how familles are to be 
limited, as to mduce that control, and to stir up  
such desire as wdl lead to llrnitation bemg prac- 
ticed 

Yet I would not end with any word of discour- 
agement As  I started by saying, the mere con- 
sideration of these difficult questions m the broad 
light of day must be felt by all of us, who are old 
enough to remember the attitude in the past, as a 
wholesome sign of the times 



The N. Y. Birth Control Bill 
The Hearing at Albany 

F R E E D O M  of conscience was the clearcut 
issue a t  the Hearmg on the New York Birth 

Control Bill before the Codes Committee of the 
New York Assembly on February 29th Mrs F 
Robertson Jones, acting president of the American 
Birth Control League, in mtroducmg the speakers 
for the bdl made this the one, and all-suflic~ent, 
ground for her appeal Protestants and Jews, said 
she, believe it a sin to have more children than they 
can support Catholics believe it a sin to use Birth 
Control The present law coerces the Protestants 
and Jews The proposed law would leave them 
free to follow the dictates of their consciences I t s  
supporters do not ask to coerce the Cathohcs, whom 
it would still leave free to  have a baby a year I s  
it f a r ,  she asked, that one religious body should un- 
pose its morality on a much larger group who have 
a very different eth~c, an ethic which classes legis- 
lation favoring Birth Control not as immoral but 
as moral 

The Reverend Ernest Caldecott, Chairman of the 
Schenectady Birth Control Chapter, developed 
Mrs Jones' point still further, malntaimng that 
there was no moral argument agalnst Birth Con- 
trol, that there was every reason for free access to  
Birth Control on social grounds and that the pres- 
ent blll was pre-ermnently a protest against com- 
pulsion and a demand for moral freedom 

Rabbi Sidney Goldstein, director of Soclal Serv- 
ice of The Free Synagogue of New York City, 
speaking for the Jews, also supported Mrs Jones 
H e  stated that the Council of Rabbis had in 1927 
accepted Birth Control as grounded on the moral 
teachings of Judaism Both the Jemsh religion 
and Protestantism are, he held, increasmgly, in 
the person of one prormnent re l~gous leader 
after another, recognizmg and adopting the moral- 
ity of Birth Control, and these two religious 
groups, to whom Birth Control 1s a moral measure, 
include a generous two-thirds of the population of 
the state To  both Rabbi Goldstem and D r  Calde- 
cott, Birth Control meant, in terms of social serv- 
ice, the only etb~cal means of rehablitatmg f a d e s  
now a burden to themselves and to the community 
Progressive degeneration, a death rate increasmg 
in proportion to the birth-rate, and invalidism of 
the mother is what the present system means and 
for this family misery the commumty pays the bill 
The proposed B ~ r t h  Control law would relieve the 
community, it would save the mothers, save the 
chddren and save the f a d e s  of the poor 

Social workers were conspicuous a t  the Hearmg 
and among those who added them testimony to 
Rabbi Goldstem's as to the moral and personal 
benefits of Birth Control were Miss Rose Gruen- 
berg of the Grand Street Settlement, Mrs G Get- 
man of the Virginia Day Nursey, Mrs A E Le- 
vme of the Chlld Welfare Department of the New 
York Federation of Woman's Clubs and Mrs 
Stutzer Taylor of the Hopewell Society of Brook- 
lyn Civlc bodies whose representatives spoke m 
favor were The Woman's City Club of New York, 
represented by Miss Mary Arnold, the New York 
League of Women Voters, represented by its legis- 
lative agent, Miss Martha Moorhouse and the 
Citizens Umon 

The State Medical Society expressed itself by 
letter as in opposition, on the ground, it was under- 
stood, that as New York doctors now have the 
power to Bve contraceptive advice in health cases, 
the present bill is a social workers' measure 
Among medical names added to the list in support, 
however, were D r  Haven Emerson, of New York, 
D r  Louis Harris, Health Officer of New York 
City Department of Health, D r  L T Genung, 
Health Officer and Drs H H Crum, Helen Dud- 
ley Bull and Esther Parker of Ithaca, D r  Lathrop 
and D r  Rose Dunk of Buffalo, Dr Eleanor Con- 
over of New York and D r  Walter Tlmme of 
New York Dr James F Cooper spoke for the 
physicians in the Clmcal Research Department of 
the American Blrth Control League, the phy- 
sicians who send patients to the Clinical Research 
Department, those workmg in the eight hospital 
clinics in New York which now g v e  contraceptive 
advice and the many thousands who correspond 
and cooperate with the American Blrth Control 
League 

Testimony of Dr Walter Tlmme 

v A R I O U S  types of hereditary nervous dis- 
ease, such as progresszve muscular dystrophy, 

as an example, depend for their propagation upon 
the mother, who 1s never herself affected, but who 
transrmts this drsease to her offspnng and through 
her daughters to succeeding generations I n  one 
such family under my care, there have been four- 
teen members in two generations affected The 
disease is one that affects mainly the muscular sys- 
tem, and begming  in early life, becomes progress- 
ive, so that it soon incapacitates the victim from 
performmg practically all muscular exertion and 
leaves bun bedridden and helpless for the remam- 
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der of h ~ s  life Invest~gators in many countr~es 
l~kew~se descr~be thls phable d~sease, one author in 
part~cular cltmg forty-SIX cases descending from 
one common ancestor As  the mother of such cases 
herself shows no slgns of the dlsease, our law allows 
no interference In her pregnancies, albelt child 
after chlld IS born to her that 1s fated to go through 
l ~ f e  a burden to the famdy, to Itself and frequently 
to the community 

The usual reason given for non-mnterference of 
pregnancy or for the presentation of contraceptive 
adv~ce and measures in cases such as these, IS that 
~t is In "contravention of nature" And yet by far 
the greater number of patlents seek the advlce of 
physlclans for the purpose of bemg made capable 
of bearlng children, who othermse could not bear 
them Thls advlce and treatment are also mn "con- 
travention of nature" and yet are never frowned 
on by the law 

The cases clted above, of one disease only, could 
be multiphed many t~mes by a statistical account 
of the many nervous and mental diseases that are 
hereditary In thelr origm A few only need be 
mentloned -Feeblemindedness, certaln kmds of 
epilepsy, hereditary cerebellar diseases, fammly 
ld~ocy wlth blmdness,-all of whlch produce a 
goodly number of unfortunates that are a burden 
to  themselves and a hindrance to the famlly and to 
society 

A proper b~rth-controllmg factor such as con- 
traceptlon would llmlt the number of these made- 
quate and d~seased members of soc~ety that now are 
housed In our State ~nstltutlons, fill our dispensar- 
les and hospitals, and add but to the misery of the 
world 

It IS the hope of those of us that deal wlth these 
condltlons as a 11fe-work, that some remedlal legal 
measure wdl be granted us to prevent the concep- 
tion of lndlv~duals useless to themselves and to the 
world 

The Oppos~t~on 

No Cathohc opponents of the blll appeared at  
the Hearing but a protest was read by Burton D 
Esmond, chalrman of the Codes Comm~ttee, from 
the Cathollc Welfare Federation of the State The 
~nfluence of the Cathohc mlnorlty on the comm~ttee 
was evidently strong, for not only was Senator 
Love, a physician who stated that he was m sym- 
pathy wlth the blll, emphatlc mn the assertion that 
he could not recommend leglslatlon offensive to thls 
religious body, hut Chamrman Esmond stated 
frankly that h ~ s  committee also would have to con- 
sider the feelmgs of thls powerful one-thlrd of the 
populatmon of New York State T h ~ s  clearly leaves 
~t to the supporters of Birth Control leglslatlon to 
organize the remainmg two-thlrds of the popula- 
tlon to make their will prevall 

Cosmic Love 

BIRTH 

The coolmg fertile womb of Eons past 
Wrought hfe w~thln a deep pulsatmg stream. 
The primal thing nursed from the Ocean's breast 
Unnoticed, half ahve, still half a dream 
No blood, no pain, no joy marks the birth-place 
(Such th~ngs  are resolute m Nature's face ) 

Now Man, sea-weaned, borne from prohfic years 
Becomes the Eon for a nobler th~ng, 
Feels joy and pain, sp~lls blood, makes love and hate 
From which another groping life must spmg-- 
A l ~ f e  thrust from a dned-up sea, discla~med, 
Pressed from a home whose pulse 1s less untamed 

L f e  born in love from scarlet lnland sea 
And bone-locked, smewed tomb, breathes mght, and grows 
St~ll ,  Man, love-hungry, finds the passlons good, 
Y~elds t o  h ~ s  joys, forgetting pend~ng woes 
Timed gatert unlock Llfe s t o m s  m blood churned blue 
Untd ~ t s  brulsing shape has broken through 

REMINISCENCES 

Don't you remember lovmg in the cell' 
I stood and gazed, half held you by my side, 
Love was long, but time would e'er provlde 
I ached to see the shadows In your eyes 
Reflected from the Earth's cloud-tmseled skles 
I yearned to kiss your round reflected face 
And feel your lovlng form in my embrace 
Yes, even then our love was In the cell' 
I t s  pnmal wonder I recall too well 

Don't you remember lovlng In the flower' 
Beneath gaunt trees that shaded near a brook, 
I t  was the trjst ing place first lovrrb took 
We stole gently past the realm of fern, 
And far beyond the tallest trees to learn 
T o  dress In colors the danclng sunbeams made, 
And join the rose and daffodd parade 
We spread to fields that round the whole world ran, 
And grew, and left a greater love to Man 



Barring the Door  

+ Y shall not pass" 
"We are opposed to Blrth Control as a po- "THE 

lhcal  doctnne and will not tolerate propaganda 
Malthus IS abhorrent to us and we cannot a d m ~ t  
that overpopulation 1s ever a cause of poverty The 
Cap~tahsi system IS the sole cause of poverty But 
as a med~cal quest~on-ah! that is a different mat- 
ter W e  w ~ l l  gladly exchange ~nformat~on m t h  
your clinlcs W e  have had two sc~ent~fic Commis- 
sions to study this subject one in Lemngrad and, 
a t  present, one here m Moscow, all composed of 
physmans and professors of medicme W e  are 
trymg vanous methods I t  is all tentatwe we are 
not sure that any of these is not hurtful" 

I was s i t t~ng m the office of Lebedeva, the head 
of the Mother and Chdd Department In the Com- 
misary for Public Health, talkmg to her ass~stant, 
Dr Lury, and to D r  Scheftel, who expects to  
vis~t  Amer~ca soon on behalf of the Russian Publlc 
Health Servlce The conversat~on cont~nued "We 
are opposed to abortion Soviet Russla has been 
misrepresened as countenancmg abort~on, r ~ g h t  
and left This 1s a calumny But ~f we cannot dis- 
suade a woman, and she stdl msists, then we allow 
her to have ~t done by government phys~clans I f  
we did not permt  ths,  the woman would undertake 
it herself, secretly, wlth terrible consequences to  
health Better what 1s open and aboveboard than 
these d~sastrous secret operations 

"As for B ~ r t h  Control, as I have sald, we are op- 
posed to propaganda But ~f the woman comes to  
us of her own inhatme and demands ~ t ,  then we 
m11 give informat~on, whether she be rlch or poor, 
s~ck  ot well, married or unmarried I n  every clty 
in Russia there is a c h n ~ c f o u r  hundred In all 

Moscow state has two where mformatlon IS gwen 
out every day and one on Sunday morning-the 
Mother and Ch~ld  clinic In the Palace of Labor 
Ten thousand women are treated in Moscow C ~ t y  
every year A t  our Central Drug-Store, where all 
the patlents from these clmcs are sent and also 
many peasant women from the provinces, In a pe- 
nod of between SIX and seven months 8,000 rubles' 
worth of appliances were sold a t  very moderate 
prices You had better v ~ s ~ t  the Mother and Chdd 
Cllnic In the Palace of Labor on Sunday morn- 
ing" 

So I d ~ d ,  and saw the great poster exhlbltlon, 
coverlng every phase of welfare and health work 
for Mothers and Chddren, and watched the wom- 
en, peasants, many of them m t h  shawls over then 
heads and babies in t he~ r  arms, come pourmg in for 
advice and treatment I vls~ted the Birth Control 
Clin~c, the operatmg room and the lecture room 
where a doctor was lecturmg to a class of about 
twenty-five, many of whom were to be instructors 
and teachers m then turn I marvelled at  thls par- 
adox, that t h s  Government, which detests abor- 
t ~ o n  and d~sapproves of Blrth Control propaganda, 
IS, nevertheless, the only Government wh~ch gives 
such mformat~on Yet thlnk~ng of the milhons of 
~gnorant Russ~an peasant women, of all Europeans 
the most oppressed w ~ t h  excessme chlld-bearmng, 
and notmg that the Sovlet Government does not 
keep ~ts  general health information hermet~cally 
sealed untll the woman herself seeks and demands 
it but presses ~t upon the Publlc wlth all the prop- 
aganda methods a t  ~ t s  disposal, I could not but 
feel unhappy over the s~tuatlon in my own country 
and w~sh for a more generous pollcy 

A Contrast 
I D  the birth rate of fifty years ago preva~l In Europe D today there would be two and one-half mdhon more 

babies born In the year In  the thirty years before the 
W a r  e~ghteen of the most enlightened peoples cut thew 
fert~lity on the average one-fifth They are s t ~ l l  growlug 
hke mushrooms, but ~t is certam that they mll cut their 
f e r t~h ty  even more, if necessary, In order t o  preserve them 
standard of hvmg Altogether a t h ~ r d  of a btlhon, mostly 
of the whlte race, have turned them backs on the quagmlre 
of ove~population, and m a couple of decades the number 
headed for comfort and long hfe may top half a b~lhon 

But what of the billions committed to a famrly system 
su~ted to a rabbit warren? 

Half of our race live in Asia between the mend~ans of 
Yokohama and Bombay Addrng the peoples of Western 
Asla and Northern Afnca, you have three-fifths of human- 
~ t y  takmg what may be termed the Onental attltude to- 
ward sex and offspring So wh~le H a o  Europeans are 
movlng toward the sunsh~ne, the hfe of Homo Asiatlcus 1s 
clouded by misery, worry and fewness of days 
-From the Man-stlfled Orient,-EDWARD ALSWOBTH Ross 
~n the Century 
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The Wide Demand for Birth Control 
RESULTS OF PUBLICITY 

I t  8s drfflcdt to estrmote the extent of the demand for Bwth Control Much of st u a b t ,  be- 
cause people have not heard of any source to wluch they could g o  for help J w t  recently a flood of 
kttera from hatherto-zlllkmmn correspondents have cone to uc through the wntanga and lectwes of 
Judge Lvndsey, D r  Shemood Eddy, Zoe Beckky and D r  Charka F Taylor, the Englwh Ev~zgelrst  
now m thu cowtry,  and others Many of them show that the m t e m  take the respasrbdsty of parmt- 
hood s m m l y ,  and whrle t h r  famdrea are not yet too large, they mrsh to prevent puverty, physacal 
breakdomn Mid the lowervng of fomdy standards, by keepnq thnr  numbers zmthm bonnda 

Psychologically Wrong 
Maryland 

I have ~ u s t  Gn~shed reading Judge Lmdsey's wonderful 
book "The Compamonate Marnage" in whlch he adnses 
women who wish t o  know methods of scientific contra- 
ceptlon to commu~ucate mth your League 

I have been married for thlrteen years At the end of 
our tenth year of marnage, we adopted a baby, havlng 
been unable to have one ot our own A year and a half 
later, our httle g d  was born, and as  we feel that for the 
present our two fine children constitute as large a famly 
as we msh, we have become confronted mth the problem 
of Blrth Control Untll now, my husband has taken care 
of the matter, but both he and I feel that the method 
employed, is sclentlfically and psychologcally wrong 

I feel that a proper ad~ustment of t h s  matter IS neces- 
sary to the health and happiness of both my husband and 
myself May I expect a reply from you advlsing me just 
what t o  do? 

" What Shall I A d v ~ e  ? " 
Cahfoma 

Will you k~ndly gve  me mformation as to the methods 
used m contraceptlon of which I have been rea&ng In 
Judge Lmdsey's book on "Compamonate Marnage" I 
&d not need such mformat~on m my own marned hfe of 
the past, but I have a mamed couple In my service and 
their 16-year-old-daughter-all extremely intelligent peo- 

ple The father had tuberculos~s some SIX years ago, and 
t h ~ s  chmate and good care have restored h ~ m  t o  health 
and he is called a "closed case", but I stdl look after h s  
general welfare 

Should such a one ever become a parent? They have 
hved mostly apart  but two years ago a mstake happened 
and the mfe brought on an abortlon after two months, 

mthout my knowledge, and was very ill Slnce then I be- 
lieve they live entirely separate and seem happy in thelr 
work, but both are rather highly strung nervously espe- 
clally the husband, and i t  seems to me they care less for 
each other He is pecuharly fastl&ous (they are well- 
educated people) and does not go about prom~scuously 
What shall I adnse her ~f she asks for advlce as she does 
from tlme to tune? 

Poor Methods 
Cahfoma 

I would be glad t o  learn about the sc~entlfic knowledge 
of Blrth Control a t  your &sposal of which Judge Llnd- 
sey speaks so often All methods whch I have known are 
probably those termed by hlm as "madequate," and to me 
are &sgustlng I am expecting my second baby, and 
after ~ t s  amval  ~t would be very mse not t o  have another 
on the way too soon, although my deslre 1s t o  have as  
large a family as posslble to good health and financ~al 
means I mlght also ask for recommended books on the 
Psychology of Love-Makmg or rather, the Sex Llfe- 
~f such can be obtained, as Lindsey makes a great polnt 
of adequate knowledge on the par t  of marned couples 

Clumsy Birth Control 
Cahfoma 

I am very much luterested ~n Judge Lindsey's book on 
"Compamonate Marnage", as my husband and I prac- 
tised ~t for several years, very happily, before we had our 
two children We have been mamed fifteen years, and In 
all but the last two have been very happy The one draw- 
back ls that, even though we have practised Blrth Con- 
trol successfully, h t  has been ~n a clumsy manner, and I 
have always been beset mth a nervous fear of pregnancy, 
that has caused a semblance of coldness that has caused 



trouble I have a cause, my ch~ldren are well up and In 
school, another pregnancy would ruin things, and I al- 
ways feel when w ~ t h  my husband there 1s a chance and my 
worry reacts on hlm If there 1s a Blrth Control League 
near me, or a doctor that knows, I would be glad of the 
knowledge 

A Dtvorce Lawyer Enqutres 
Oh10 

I have practiced law for a period of about 20 years, 
handled a number of dlvorce cases, taught the law of Do- 
mestlc Relations In a law school and read current htera- 
ture on the subject of Marnage and Divorce and on the 
theoretical side of Blrth Control I am also Interested in 
the work of Chanty and Welfare Orgamzatlons here 

The misery and suffenng of many marned people, the 
cruel c~rcumstances Into which unwelcome children are all 
too frequently born and the unfairness of the dworce and 
ahmony situation in our courts have deeply Impressed 
me 

A few days ago I read an article of Judge Ben B 
Llndsey in whlch he sald that you have developed a men- 
tlfic technique In the field of Blrth Control This Inter- 
ests me I would hke to know more about ~t If posslble I 
would appreciate bemg gwen the exact facts concern- 
Ing ~t 

Methods lnadequate 
Cahforma 

Have just read Judge Lindsey's very excellent book 
"Compamonate Marnage", in whlch he stated that a 
great deal had been accomphshed towards developing 
methods of sclentlfic contraception Where can I find 
a Blrt! Control clinlc in San Francisco? My husband 
and I are plannmg a business t n p  to the Far East and 
for a year or so prefer to remaln childless The methods 
we are now uslng are madequate, and we belleve thlngs of 
this sort should be thoroughly understood sclentlfically 

A Minister Seeks lnformation 
Ill~nois 

Mr Sherwood Eddy, who spoke here some days ago, 
has recommended that I wnte you for lnformatlon con- 
cerning Blrth Control I am an ordamed minuter and am, 
a t  present, attending a seminary I have a pansh where 
I labor as a student pastor while attending school I am 
marned, and have one chlld With other students m our 
school, my Interest In Birth Control and sex instruction 
has been awakened by Mr Eddy I shall appreciate very 
much, any information wh~ch you may pve 

From a Theologian 
Ilhnols 

Bang interested In the matter of Birth Control from 
the standpoint of a theologmn I am asklng you t o  send 
me free literature on the subject and a hst of books 
whlch you have that bear upon the subject I have been 
advlsed by Sherwood Eddy to wnte you for thls ~nforma- 
tion and I am tmstlng that you will cooperate mth me 
In thls matter Hoping that I may hear from you In 
the near future, I remain 

A Cause for Quuweling 
Oregon 

I am a mother of 5, of whlch 4 are g r l s  My husband 
does not beheve ~n Bmth Control, and st111 he 1s nagging all 
the tlme on the big bills You will know a man wlth $3 60 
a day and famdy can't do very much but just go from 
hand to mouth We got far enough ahead t o  have some 
stump-land and small home all pald for, but stdl the chll- 
dren are gettmg up In pubhc school I hke very much 
to have them a t  least go to hlgh school, if possible, as I 
ask my husband to let this baby be last one and find out 
about Blrth Control, but he 1s afrald lt hurts his health 
so I am uslng my own remedy and refuse to be h ~ s  wlfe 
I know ~t 1s very sure If no seed 1s planted there ml1 be 
no crop I t  bnngs lots of quarrehngs Men strike for 
their nghts, so I think the women have their nght to do so 
also 

Companions hip 
Iowa 

I have four chlldren and I think I have done my share 
and mll have more tlme for rest and companionship mth 
my chlldren if I have no more 

One of Very Many 
Connect~cut 

From Judge Lindsey's book, I understand that through 
the Blrth Control League, you e v e  lnstmctions In contra- 
ception where health consideration warrant As I am a 
marned woman mth e ~ g h t  chlldren, I would like very much 
to avail myself of this offer 

A Little Later 
Connecticut 

I wlsh to thank you for your interest In my behalf The 
doctor to whom you referred me was able to give me the In- 
formation which I needed for contracptlon I hope I may 
he able to ald thls Important work when my babies are 
bigger 
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B I R T H  CONTROL, by Johann Ferch Based on the 
Scientific Researches of J Kurrein, Doctor of 
Medicine Translated m t h  a Biographical Fore- 
word by Christian Roland, and edited, m t h  a n  In- 
troductlon by A Maude Royden 

OHANN FERCH'S fine book should commend itself J t o  every loyal Amencan It sets forth principles 
farmliar indeed but m t h  a new, a modem apphcation 
The opemng chapter entitled "Love the Ancient R ~ g h t  
of Human Beings" affirms as  eloquently as the Declara- 
tion of Independence the n g h t  of mankind t o  hfe, hberty 
and the pursuit of happiness "The desire for  happiness 
is the motive force of all human thought and action 
Work, the toil of every day, is only the means whereby 
we at tain t o  a fuller measure of life and through it t o  
happiness But  happiness does not consist in material 
values alone, but much more in appreciat~on of the joys 
of human relationships, which constitute what we call 
the world of human feehng This, to  a great  extent, is 
only the radiation from the sex-hfe, and lncludes the 
love of the sexes, the love of the family, mamage,  the 
love of children, and the love of parents " 

Johann Ferch places the sex hfe in a much loftier 
position than the every-day life H e  says, "This shows 
itself most plainly in the creation of life as  the fruit of 
sex-hfe People have not become conscious of the far-  
reaching importance of sex-hfe for  human happiness be- 
cause, in consequence of false thinking, the everyday life 
has been pu t  In the foreground" I n  the end the sup- 
pressed and despised sex hfe ml l  be elevated t o  its proper 
placa and then we shall be able to  make them r e c o p z e  
tha t  i ts  real object is t o  ennch humarllty m t h  new joys 
and happiness 

H e  protests against the n p d  moral laws, those rehcs 
of ancient t ~ m e s  which a t tnbute  the desire for  umon be- 
tween the sexes t o  the emanatlon of the instinct to  main- 
tain the species 

Ferch says, "The right t o  love, hke the n g h t  t o  satisfy 
hunger, t o  work, and t o  the protection and preservation 
of hf-as a natural clam-is not allowed In a n  VBI- 

natural  order of thtngs, even the opposite is defended 
Sex-love, the highest conception of human feehng, the 
well of happiness, of desire, of joy and earthly felicity, 
1s fettered by pecullar laws till it becomes a torture and 
a burden" 

His warm heart and tender consideration for  suffer- 
ing humamty reveals itself In the chapters on "The Fear  
of Pregnancy"-"The Ch~ld,  a Pumshment for  Sin " I n  
the first he analyzes the poisonous effect of this fear and 
i t s  consequent destruction of marned love and happiness. 
in the second he rebukes the degradmg idea of fernnine 
morahty ~ h c h  ma~ntains tha t  only the 'Wamq Spec- 

t re  of the Unwanted Child" keeps unmarned women 
virtuous H e  stands out as the champion of women and 
thew n g h t  to  d ~ r e c t  them own hfe and t o  a free choice 
of motherhood 

Johann Ferch is not merely a theonzer but a n  effectire 
propagand~st  and practical worker who unaided, save by 
his charming and devoted mfe,  made B ~ r t h  Control a 
safe guard for  the war-ruined, impovenshed and despair- 
ing Austnan people The  second chapter of this book 
deals with methods of contraception in Vienna It,should 
be of great  interest t o  the Public and t o  the Medical 
Profession because the methods described are being prac- 
ticed with complete success by the doctors, working under 
the League for  the Protection of Motherhood, of which 
Ferch is Founder and President, in each of the fifty &s- 
t r i c t ~  of V~enna-the great medical center of the world 
But our antiquated Sta te  and Federal laws make i t  im- 
possible t o  circulate this information, although enlight- 
ened England can benefit by it 

The chapter on the Penal Clause sets forth mews, 
shared by neither Enghsh o r  Amencan colleagues, on 
the necessity of p e m t t i n g  abortion during the first three 
months of pregnancy if performed by a properly qualified 
physician Ferch explains and justifies this position by 
the uncertainty of eren the best contraceptive methods, 
the undesirability of p e n t t i n g  d~seased chldren t o  be 
born o r  the risking of the mother's hfe This is well 
understood by those famihar m t h  post-war con&tions in 
Austna which country is still too exhausted, too under- 
nounshed and overpopulated t o  cons~der children a bless- 

ing 
The wnter  of this review visited Vlenna in 1921 when 

she made the acquaintance of Her r  and Frau  Ferch and 
studied their activities Indeed I was perhaps the first 
representatwe In the B i d h  Control movement from the 
outside t o  meet the Austnan workers The fine, strong, 
courageous personahty of Her r  Ferch and his mfe  made 
a deep impression and ~t was a pleasure to  be in some 
degree instrumental in bringmg them Into touch m t h  the 
world movement through the Fifth International Con- 
gress on Birth Control held in London, in July, 1922 
The broadening influence of such a n  International gath- 
enng became apparent when Her r  Ferch, ably seconded 
by F W Stella Browne, was able t o  obtaln &scussion 
of abortion, which the more conservative Enghsh had 
been trying t o  keep off the program He, in turn, af ter  
heanng all sides, admitted tha t  he had perhaps placed 
too httle emphasis on contraceptives and tha t  henceforth 
he intended t o  gme such information mder &ssemination 
m Austna And F rau  Ferch whispered tha t  since she 
had seen the vigorous role played by Enghsh women and 
especially the co-operat~on between Mrs  Bess~e Drysdale 



and her husband, D r  Charles Drysdale, she herself would 
no longer remain In the background but would step bold- 
ly forth to  speak and work in pubhc "I thmk I could 
do ~t," she said smlling shyly, "for once when my husband 
was taken 111 unexpectedly, I had t o  address a great  
public meeting and felt no fear o r  self-consciousness, but 
found that  words and thoughts came to  me m t h  exhllarat- 
ing slnftness " 

MARY WINSOR 

LOVE-LIFE I N  NATURE The Story of the Evolution 
of Love, by Wilhelrn Bolsche Translated from the 
German by Cyril Brown 2 Volumes New York 
Albert and Charles Bom 1926 

H E  indwldual who enjoys readmg for i ts  own sake, 
who prefers t o  dlg out hm facts from a heavy encrus- 

tatlon of allegory and flowery description, who revels m 
sentiment and reads lnto the activities of all orgamsms 
his own sent~mentalisms and emotions, wlll enjov these two 
lengthy volumes Quotations will be used t o  a considerable 
extent since no words of the revlewer can e v e  a n  adequate 
Idea of the style and content 

The  preface presents the author's polfit of view "Our 
fleeting human existence, our mad chase through the few 
years of our hfe, with all ~ t s  deceptions, 1s utterly vapld 
iinless we gwe it a hlgher sigmficance through knowledge, 
through tha t  little candle, thought, which has been granted 
us t o  hght our way in the gloom" "My book is not a 
popularization of sclentlfic facts, but a subjective creation 
of my own " 

The first section, "From Day-Fly t o  Madonna" dls- 
cusses the umversahty of the reproductwe instinct The  
two hours' adult hfe and flight of the may-flles are de- 
scribed as follows, "Silently, ghosthke, tmy, dehcate forms 
m e  out of the stream, so dehcate and transparent t ha t  
each seems but an atom of colorless hght " "The years 
of preylpg, throtthng, devounng, wlth their devastating 
struggle, are of a sudden blown away t o  nothing But 
in place of them, there are new organs tha t  s t l r  longingly 
m the transparent elfin body the organs of love And 
bfe, no matter how long or  how short it may now st111 last, 
has a new purpose It reaches out beyond the individual " 
"One moment of supreme dehght, and spring IS gone Now 
they swlrl down llhe wthered leaves The female throws 
the fertilized eggs Into the stream, and dles a sacnficial 
vlctim as ~f the poor, soft sylphlike body had been struck 
to  death by too much happiness, JOYS of love and of moth- 
erhood all crowded in the space of a slngle short moment " 
"The day-fly does not think It awakens, whirls about, 1s 
filled with bhss and dies But you, the solitary, late, in- 
finitely high-vaulting descendant of all these lower orders, 
you stand on the bank and stare after the ht t le  pale 
corpses of love, and in t b ~ s  dance of love and dance of 
death you memtate upon the mystery What  1s 
love?" 

Space forbids quota t~on from the equally thnlling de- 
s c n p t ~ o n  of the breeding perlod and death of herrlng in 
the fiords of Norway Thence we a re  led through the 
mammahan serles from duckblll to  man I n  Raphael's 
Madonna 1s deplcted love in ~ t s  hlghest type, "Love be- 
came love of manklnd I t  became a motive power of re- 
h e o u s  exaltat~on I t  became Art  All this the Madonna 
tells you also" Belng overwhelmed for  a tlme by the 
grandeur of the religious conception man repudiated the 
sexual love but thls was an er ror ,  for man's greatest crea- 
tlon, human love, rests upon a substructure of sevual love 
This attitude m11 change, indeed has already begun t o  
change Science 1s replacmg rehgion "The cross that  
stretches from the cupola into the boundless wondrous 
blue, runs a t  the top  into a long suspic~ous-looking point 
A lightning rod The double Insurance of the new age 
over the cross of mystic~sm, the metal shaft tha t  tames the 
bolt of heaven with the knowledge of physics, of science 

the lightning rod is stronger, ~t IS the cross of our 
tlmes " 

Complicated symbolism and allegory charactenze the 
author's descnptlon of gem-cell format~on and sexual 
reproduction A fundamental error 1s made in calllng the 
g e m  cells "love-cells" and all other cells "non-love-cells" 
From what we now know of physiology ~t appears tha t  the 
basis of emotlon lles In the nervous system together wlth 
glands producing hormones Germ cells have llttle o r  
nothing to  do  wlth love 

Space forbids a detailed cntlclsm of the expenments 
clted as  proof of germinal mod~fication A hypothetical 
mechamsm leading from the "non-love-cells" t o  the "love- 
cells" 1s assumed This "path" is then supposed t o  be 
more or  less obstructed, "In this way you will very con- 
slderably lessen the danger of the transmlsslon of gashes 
and the loss of ta~ls"  and yet "Memory processes in the 
brain would find a n  echo in memory processes in the love- 
cells " 

We are then led, in a thousand rambhng pages, through 
a hscussion of the love-hfe of many anlmals includmg the 
tapeworm and the oyster, the "cell soul", "the great  nas- 
cent ethical unlon of all human beings" Into a "love-mn- 
hvidual", and the chronicle of marnage "Marnage 1s 
not an invention of man's It 1s older than man The  
anrmal invented man But long before ~t came to  do so 
~t had Invented marnage " 

The spectre of evil lmgering about life is plctured 
"Every form of evolution has had ~ t s  spectre " Punish- 
ment for love, decreed by human mores, o r  bloody sacn- 
fices to love-div~n~ties, have been spectres t o  man, also the 
fact tha t  In our civilization, In the overwhelming majonty  
of cases, a young man entenng upon the years of love 
must come t o  know the pros t~tu te  before he does genuine 
woman " 

The author's chief theme IS t ha t  we have but nlbbled a t  
the tree of knowledge Because we have nlbbled we are 
ashamed of love "Seek the mussel down there in the bog, 



ask the mld flower's speck of pollen longmgly floatmg on 
the Walpurgs Breeze, ~f they blush in them dream of 
love?" When we have fully eaten of the tree of knowledge 
we mU be hke gods "Mankind you prohglous anlmal' 
What are all stars, ~chthyosaun, spiders and tapeworms 
compared to you?" 

P W WHITING 

HERTHA AYRTON 1854-1923 A Memotr, by Evelyn 
Sharp, London, Edward Arnold and Co New York, 
Longmans, Green and Co $5 50 

I N T H I S  volume Evelyn Sharp gmes an entranclngly m- 
teresting story of the brllllant English Jewess, the 

descendant of Polish refugees, who marned a learned 
college ~rofessor  and more than held her own m the com- 
petition for  scientific honors As a feminist, m the days 
of the suffrage struggle, and as the inventor of a hfe- 
savlng anti-gas fan which was just about to be used 
throughout the ranks of the Bntish army when the arm- 
~stlce was declared, Hertha Ayrton clalms a double place 
In Enghsh biography But the advocates of Blrth Con- 
trol mll find a further interest Hertha Ayrton was one 
of eight children Her  father was poor and even the small 
mcome he brought in ceased before the birth of her young- 
est sister Her mother was an  able and mse woman and 
&d her best to earn su5clent to keep the famly, and to 
permlt the daughters t o  secure all the education available 
But all through her early hfe, Hertha was hampered both 
physically and intellectually by the need of helping her 
mother m t b  the younger children The pnvatlons she 
suffered seriously lnjured her health It 1s M c u l t  to see 
m what way her development was helped by the number of 
her slsters, and there IS httle doubt that her work, both 
whlle she was trying to secure a college education a t  
Girton, Cambridge, and later, when she was purnulng the 
studles so fnutful In hscovery and mrect usefulness to 
manklnd, was greatly hampered by her lack of health It 
would be an interesting study and one well worth makmng, 
to find bow fa r  the chlldren of gemus who came of large 
famlhes, were helped or hndered by the surroundmga of 
them youth, due to bemg one of many children. In Hertha 
Ayrton's case, there seems no doubt that, had the fanuly 
been rmaller, the world would have been ncher through 
the work of this remarkable woman 

A G P 

T H E  TRAGEDY O F  WASTE, By Stuart  Chase The 
Macmillan Co New York 

ASTE-the colossal waste of human effort and W natural resources due to the imperfect and very 
defective orgaxuzation of mankind in communities, and 
the plty of ~t all m view of the possible comfort and well- 
bemg for the whole of the present population of the world 
--is the theme of Stuart  Chase's book Were the world 
really economical of human work and of the lavlsh supphes 
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of natural wealth there would be plenty of food, clothing, 
and good housing There would be an abundance of 
ratlonal and civihzing recreation There would be health 
and well-belng for everybody But, and ~t IS a big but, 
Mr  Chase does not take account of the fact that the 
greatest waste is the waste of human life m too rapid 
reproduction and that the law of population would soon 
bnng the numbers of the natlons close up agalnst the 
h i t s  of possible subsistence If  all the waste, enumerated 
and analysed by Mr Chase, were ehminated, prospenty 
and comfort would last but a httle while, unless the na- 
tions adopted a system of Birth Control that would keep 
the population a t  its optimum pomt and would not agaln 
result in a bitter struggle for existence Then there would 
be no margn of waste t o  salvage and thus no rehef t o  the 
situation. 

ON BEING A GIRL, by Jessle E Glbson New York, 
the Macmillan Company 

T h s  1s a comprehensive, senslble but somewhat com- 
monplace volume wh~ch 1s malnly intended for girls of high 
school age, and the teachers and parents of such g d s  
It covers a large range of Interests, actlvlties and con- 
duct, and takes full cognizance of the altered attitude of 
modem g r l s  and women towards hfe It also takes Into 
account the fact that very many qrls,  while outwardly 
appeanng t o  share the more modern news, are m reahty 
deplorably Ignorant of the reasons for such vlews Them 
modernity IS super6cially erected on anclent and crumbl- 
Ing foundations of mlsconceptlons and ignorance, and 
they need mstruction and lnformatlon in order to 
enable them t o  understand and to cntic~ze Ideas whlch 
they have accepted mthout any real comprehenslon The 
emphasis of the author on responslb~hty as the lnevltable 
accompaniment of hberty is excellent, as is also her In- 
sistence on full education in regard to sex The book IS 

well worth readlng, not only by the g r l s  to whom ~t 1s 
pnmanly addressed but also by the fathers and mothers 
of these g r l s  

S E X  EDUCATION 

H E  increasing importance that IS being attached to T proper education of the young in sex matters IS re- 
flected m two wldely different pamphlets that have been 
brought t o  our attention The first' is the report of the 
great Y M C A gathenng of young men a t  Helsingfors in 
August of last year The second' 1s a symposium for 
Educators Issued by the United States Public Health 
Service I n  the first of these publications, it is the young 
people themselves-the delegates from the forty-six coun- 
tnes represented a t  the Conference--who voiced the de- 

Youth F- Llfe Geneva Swlherland. World a Committee of Y M C A a 
-Sex edueatlon WashlnSton D C U S P H Senice. Trezwry Dept 



mand for sex ~nstruction for all In the second, it is the 
experts In sex education-such men as D r  T W Gallo- 
way, D r  I ra  S Wile, D r  D a ~ s y  M Robinson and Mr 
E F Van Busk~rk-who ask for properly coordinated 
courses of sex ~nstruct~on in the high schools of Amenca 
The one thmg In common in these two publ~cat~ons is the 
deep convict~on that the good hfe 1s ~mpossible In modem 
days, if youth IS not even the necessary information and 
gu~dance concerning the sex instinct and the immensely 
important function of reproduct~on At  Helsingfors, 
where the delegates came from countries as diverse as Ger- 
many and the Gold Coast of Afnca, China, Uruguay and 
Serb~a,  Madagascar and M w  Zealand, Turkey and the 
Un~ted States, the delegates were groping around for 
solut~ons of their problems Some upheld Birth Control, 
others thought i t  immoral This was what might be ex- 
pected in such a group The Important thmg is that 
Birth Control along with other sex problems was &s- 
cussed, and the attent~on of the delegates &rected to ~t 
No authontatwe decision concerning ~t could possibly be 
expected untd the idea was more fully ass~m~lated 

In  the second pamphlet-that on Sex Educat~on in 
H ~ g h  Schools, D r  Wile includes B ~ r t h  Control among the 
subjects he recommends for informed d~scussion The 
pamphlet alms a t  supplying a bas~s  of knowledge of sex 
phys~ology which 1s necessary before there can be a full 
understandmg of special problems, such as are presented 
in connection w~th B ~ r t h  Control 

CHILDREN IN INDUSTRY 

Florence Kelley and Dorothy W Myers score severely, 
in a study made under the auspices of the National Con- 
sumers' League, (Chldren's Compensation for Industnal 
Injuries) the utterly Inadequate care that the majonty of 
the States give to the cases of children incapacitated by 
injunes suffered when a t  work, espec~ally for those 
~llegally' employed F ~ v e  States award double compen- 
sa t~on  in such cases, but 17 States entlrely exclude them 
from compensat~on In  five States, there are no work- 
men's compensation laws, so that In exactly half of the 
States, the chdd injured when employed below the work- 
ing age has no remedy except the uncertam and expensive 
recourse to the courts, and is probably cast on the waste 
heap before his worklng hfe should begin 

In  "Wlt, W~sdom and Eloquence," publ~shed a t  Staun- 
ton, V~rglnia, R L Gray has collected h ~ s  favorite pass- 
ages from Enghsh and Amencan prose and poetry The 
collect~on covers a wide range of subjects, i t  mcludes bits 
of real ~nformation, some of them not commonly found 
in such compendiums, as well as jokes, anecdotes and some 
verse What 1s of special interest to us 1s the passage, 
among many others quoted from Robert Ingersoll, in which 
he demands that "sc~ence must put it in the power of 
woman to dec~de for herself whether she m11 or  m11 not 
become a mother " 

KILLING T H E  MOTHERS 

Dunng the early history of t h ~ s  Repubhc, it was q u ~ t e  
fashionable, in fact, patnot~c,  to have large fam~hes 
The larger the famdy, In those days, the greater the op- 
portun~ty for the head of the family to pay off the mort- 
gage and get nch Indeed, fam~hes mth  only five or SIX 

children were not considered big Nine and ten ch~ldren 
were looked upon as the average T o  boast of bemg a 
father of a big family, it was necessary to have from 
twelve to eighteen chddren and, to accomplish this, it was 
often necessary to send two or three wives to them graves 
Indeed, it is seldom that lmng mothers of such large fam- 
llies can be found When one is discovered, it is such a 
rare except~on that it attracts the attention of the sclen- 
tific world and pubhc officials, as in the case of Mrs Dom- 
enico Zaccahea, of New York, a llving mother of sixteen 
children, who received a letter of congratulation from 
Pres~dent Harding 

JAMES H MAUBEB 

Books Receic ed 
PAMPHLETS, by Sir George H Knibbs 

The Human Sex Ratio and Reduct~on of Mascuhmty 
through Large Fam~lies , 

Multiple Births, 
Note on the Occurrence of Tnplets,  
Protogenesis and Extra-Nuptial Natal~ty  in Austraha, 
Regown's Analysis of the Phenomena of Multiple 

B~r ths  , 
Aspcta del Problema della Populazione, 
The New Malthusianism in the L ~ g h t  of Actual World 

Problems of Populat~on, 
The Laws of the Growth of Population, Parts I and 11, 
The Growth of Human Populat~ons , 

11 Camberwell, Victona, Australla 

THE LONDON CHILD, by Evelyn Sharp, John Lane The 
Bodley Head L~m~ted ,  London 
THE NATURAL PHILOSOPHY OF LOVE, by Remy de Gour- 

mount, B o n ~  and Lwer~ght New York $5 00 

PAEENT~ ON PBORATION, by Miriam \an  Waters New 
Republ~c Inc New York $1 00 

THE RATE OF LIVING, by Raymond Pearl Alfred A 
Knopf, Inc , Nek York $3 50 

MY LIFE, by Isadora Duncan, Born & Livenght, New 
York $5 00 

SOCIAL FAc~oas  IN MEDICAL P~OGEESS, by Bernard J 
Stern, Columbia Univers~ty Press, New York $2 25 

The Leanmg Tower of Pwa u officzally declared safe 
for the tsme bang, but doomed e u e n t d l y  to faU I t  
mght appoately be renamed the Mwsolmmg Tower- 
The New YorXer 
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News 
UNITED STATES 

0 N March 13, Margaret Sanger landed in New 
York, returning from her lsng stay in 

Europe 
Three speakers at  the Child Welfare Confer- 

ence of America, which was held in New York dur- 
ing the last week in February, touched on subjects 
akm to Birth Control One of these was Gov 
Theodore Chrlst~ansen of Minnesota, who, accord- 
ing to press reports, spoke of marriage and parent- 
hood as "the only professions entered into in the 
United States without any preparation" The 
other was Homer Folks of the New York State 
Charities Aid Assoclat~on who stated that the chief 
causes of death among mothers in America today, 
are tuberculosis and childbirth I n  each 100,000 
deaths each year said he, 122 women die of tubercu- 
losis and 70 die in ch~ldbirth These figures, he 
told the conference, were unnecessarily high, as 
no other countries showed such a deathrate 

C C Moore, former Governor of Idaho, told the 
conference the best way to reduce the number of 
feebleminded and unfit was to "stop raising them " 

On March 8th, D r  Cooper started on a two 
months tour of Eastern Miss~ssippi Valley and 
Southern States HIS t r ~ p  will end with a meetmg 
In Philadelphia, May 23rd 

Visitors from the Orient continue to visit Head- 
quarters to discuss the means of meetings the F a r  
Eastern population problem One of these was 
D r  Tomomitsu Walabiki, Professor of Preventive 
Medicine at  Keijo Imperial University, Keijo 
Chosen, Japan D r  Walabikl, who has been a 
member of the Japanese cabinet, is a member of 
the government commission to study the Japanese 
population problem which is headed by Professor 
Nitobe 

New York 

THE most important events of the last month 
were the Legislative Hearing a t  Albany and 

the public meeting following it on March 15, which 
which was sponsored by a group of New York or- 
ganizations who had supported the New York bill 
At Syracuse, prel~mmary to the hear~ng a Mass 
Meet~ng, organized by Miss Von Eltz, was held 
under the ausplces of the Syracuse Chapter of the 
American B ~ r t h  Control League 

Another important meeting was the symposrum 
on the New York brll held under the ausplces of 
The Junlor League on February 27th Speakers 
for the bill were D r  Harry Emerson Fosdick, Mrs 

Notes 
I? Robertson Jones and D r  Benjamin T Tilton 
D r  Haven Emerson and Mrs Vladimir Simkho- 
vich took a middle position and Father Clifford, a 
Catholic priest and lecturer of New Jersey, strong- 
ly opposed The meeting was crowded to overflow- 
ing and the vote among some three hundred people 
showed only three opposed As  the meeting was 
called by the legrslat~ve comm~ttee of the Junior 
League, of which Mrs Lewis L Delafield, J r  , is 
chairman, the League is thus added to the 11st of 
almost forty orgamzations who are now glving their 
endorsement to Birth Control legislation 

"Her Unborn Child" wh~ch has now moved to 
the Eltinge Theatre on 42nd Street, N Y C , still 
contrnues ~ t s  policy of allowmg representatives of 
the Amencan B ~ r t h  Control League to speak a t  all 
matinees So fafi Mrs F Robertson Jones, Mrs 
P B P Huse and D r  James F Cooper have been 
the speakers 

Massachusetts 
T H E  following letter, recording an important 

court dec~sion in Boston, has been received 
from Mrs E M East 

"A Boston physician, D r  Antomette Konikow, 
was arrested on February 9th after givmg a lecture 
in the short course on sex hymene which ~t has been 
her custom to offer during the past six years to her 
women patients and their women friends The 
technical charge against her was that of "exhib~t- 
ing" contraceptive devlces, for which the maxlmurn 
penalty in Massachusetts is $1,000 fine or five years 
imprisonment 

D r  Konikow was tried in the Municipal Court 
on March first She justly ma~ntains that medical 
lectures are incomplete and confusing mthout illus- 
trative exhiblts and diagrams, especially in the 
case of harmful methods H e r  defense was that 
she was not advertismg devices or offering them for 
sale and so was not exhibiting within the meaning 
of the law The judge upheld the defendant's 
contention She was acquitted 

A n  Emergency Defense Committee (Mrs 
Oakes Ames, chairman) was formed and is now 
raising money for the defense " 

R O M  Hammond D r  Hedwig Kuhn writes 
"Last niqht D r  Cooper debated a t  our Open 

Forum w ~ t h  Father Bolgar of Notre Drame to a 
packed house Father Bolgar is debating coach a t  
Notre Dame and no insignificant opponent The 



evemng was one of the most brilhant affairs I've 
ever attended, the arguments clean cut, forceful, 
backed by sohd facts, and marvelously expounded 
D r  Cooper was great, and carried the audience 
made up  of thmnkmg, crhcal, well versed people of 
all denominations completely off their feet-not by 
emotional appeal but by the sheer rightness and 
logicalness of his argument 

"I feel that this debate IS a great tribute to your 
cause and that ~t has done a tremendously effectwe 
thing here where the 300 or 350 people that heard 
mll carry it far and wide and arouse discussion In 
every conceivable group I am proud and happy 
that niy slender Ilnk mth your splendid work en- 
abled me to have knowledge to ask D r  Cooper and 
to  contribute a glorious program of enlightment to 
our community 

GERMANY 

A MONG the many measures and efforts for 
soc~al and racial Improvement, the founda- 

tion of public advlsory boards for married and 
betrothed people (Eheberatungsstellen) IS, a t  pres- 
ent, gwen specla1 attention by state-governments 
and clty-authorities, as well as by legislative and 
other official bodles The first European lnstltutlon 
of this kind was m connection with the renowned 
Hygiene Museum, estabhshed In Dresden, 1911 
Since then the Idea has spread, and has already been 
put ~ n t o  practlce in many places by the general 
welfare boards Though thls must, of course, be 
considered, also in the women's ranks, as a signifi- 
cant progress, and a most valuable acquisition In 
the mterests of German wives and mothers-some 
pressing wishes and claims for future enlargement 
of these centres are st111 left open As  the devel- 
opment, hitherto, shows, attent~on IS given mainly 
to the biologcal and hyg~enlc side of the marrlage 
question and the whole matter is regarded ex- 
clusively as the dommn of medical doctors Thls 
was clearly shown a t  the constituent meeting of the 
Natlonal Associat~on of Advlsory Boards whlch 
recently took place in Berhn Now, it is obvlous 
that the selection of the biologically fittest for 
propagation IS a fundamental condition for raclal 
improvement, as well as for personal and famly 
welfare-but it IS by no means the only condition 
The sexual, psycholog~cal, financial, domestic, so- 
cial, legal circumstances, and, first of all, the burn- 
mg question of B ~ r t h  Control, are not less Im- 
portant, and ought to be just as carefully con- 
sidered W ~ t h  regard to the latter question, the 
repor4 gwen by the director of the offic~al advisory 
board In Vlenna, was very ~nteresting, statlng that 
the majorlty of the 2500 cues they had handled dur- 
mng the last fite vevs  concerned Birth Control- 

while from hls "populat~on-polit1ca1" polnt of view 
Professor Grotjahn, of the Berlm University, de- 
clared that it would be dangerous to lay speclal 
stress, or even to ment~on the matter In the worklng 
programme of the association 

The movement as such must be welcomed, to be 
sure, as a most s~gnificant beglnnmg, but to become 
of real value, and a benefit for the community lt mll 
be absolutely necessary to take into account the 
enormous multifariousness of the marriage prob- 
lem, above all, to take care that expert women get 
then full share m the u ork ( I n  the reports on the 
Berlin meeting, for ~nstance, no woman's name 1s 
mentioned, either in the proceedmgs, nor amongst 
the members of the new associations' executive 
board) It is to be hoped that in both d~rectlons 
the advisory bureau in Hamburg (Vertrauensstelle 
fuer Verlobte und Eheleute) established in autumn 
1926, wlll, as a model organization, take the lead 
Managed by a woman, D r  Isa Kech, it IS put In 
contmual connection with experts, and with public 
and prlvate welfare lnst~tutions of all klnds and is 
thus enabled to glve every case the lnd~vidual and 
special treatment ~t needs The fact that, as yet, 
the best practical results have been reported from 
Hamburg, IS the best proof of the value of t h ~ s  
system 

AUSTRIA 

T HE State has won out, according to assoc~ated 
press reports In a struggle wlth the Roman 

Catholic Church as to the ~nterpretation as to  what 
is a legal marriage By a dictum of the Austnan 
Constitut~onal Court to-day, 50,000 marriages, 
blgamous, accordmg to canon law, were declared 
legal Nearly 133,000 chlldren were thus legltimat- 
lzed 

The Socialist Governor, Albert Seveh, elght 
years ago challenged the Roman Catholic Church's 
canon law by grantlng dispensat~on from "lets or 
hindrances," which heretofore have prevented the 
reunlon of drvorced Cathohcs, More than 50,000 
couples straightway contracted "Seveh marriages," 
which had the semblance of legality untd one of the 
contracting partles appealed to the courts which de- 
clared the marrlage blgamous and any issue thereof 
illegitimate 

The Constitutional Court, however, has now, in 
~ t s  capacity as an Appellate Court, reversed the 
judgment of the lower court 

The followtng zntercetzng accounts of Bzrth Con- 
trol work have been recezved from Mrs Betty 
Ferch, and her husband 

"We have reorganized in accordmce with the 
resolutions of the conference In New York, have 
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amended the title of our League and placed the 
question of miscarriage secondary to the question 
of preventing conception Besides our eight wom- 
en's aid places m Vienna, nme other places work 
m the prov~nces and further we have already found- 
ed some in Germany (very hard work) Further 
we have combined several German clubs on our 
common basis of control of birth 

"In consequence of our work the Socialist Par ty  
has declared the control of birth in Austna a 
fundamental part of propaganda among the mass- 
es I n  our opmon this is a most important event 
I n  Europe, and probably shortly also throughout 
the world, an idea can be successful only if propa- 
gated m newspapers, and the press, m t h  the sole 
exception of the orthodox clericals and nat~onalists 
has been most hospitable Mr  Ferch held 28 
crowded lantern slide meetings and wrote articles 
m 48 newspapers w i t h  six weeks 

"We can conscientiously state that in no country 
of the world has the idea of the control of birth 
penetrated into the mmd of the public to such an 
extent as in Austria, where recent figures show a 
deficiency of blrths m Vienna of practically 32 per 
cent W e  speak and write mthout hindrance about 
methods, our advlsory places are located in houses 
belongmg to the Municipal Council and in hospi- 
tals, and without restriction women can call there, 
whether they are in good health or in 111 health Our 
meetings arouse keen interest In the public rmnd 

"The advisory places are supported by our own 
means, and with heavy sacrifice of our whole free 
time The contribution which our members pay for 
the whole year amounts to one seventh part of a 
dollar and it cannot be increased, m view of the 
poverty of our people The greater part of the 
women callmg a t  our advisory places are supplled 
mthout payment " 

From Johann Ferch 
From Johann Ferch comes an analysis of a new 

industrial development which in his opimon is hav- 
mg a vital bearing on the Birth Control Movement 

"If we are honest with ourselves," writes M r  
Ferch, "we are forced to admit that the ethical basis 
for a spiritual change of mind is effective only at  
the beg imng of a movement Later on it loses 
somewhat of its force When this time comes we 
must decide whether the movement is t o  become of 
an ethical-literary character or a movement of the 
public as a whole I n  this case it has to be made 
a popular, practical subject, its ideas have to be 
based on the old necessit~es of living -Fear, Hun- 
ger, the Threat of Death The more people we 
can convmce that they are personally threatened 
by overpopulation, the nearer IS the possibility of 

reform, which is the ob~ec t  aimed at  The increas- 
ing might of Socialism is a consequence of this 
materialistic vlew 

"We have, it is true, in our movement attained 
great successes by appealing to human~tar~an~sm 
m terms of the sorrow of many women, of unhappy 
marriages and of suffer~ng chddren, and also by 
foretelling a dark future in case of overpopulation 
But as long as the ethical principle was in the fore- 
ground our progress was slow Now, however, we 
have in Europe a helper in the shape of the Ma- 
chme, the importance of which cannot be overesti- 
mated for the propagation of Birth Control 

"The world war has rapidly advanced the devel- 
opment of industry in countries wh~ch heretofore 
had very llttle, and has made these countries mde- 
pendent of those with old and extensive industr~es 
This has increased unemployment in these older 
countries The Taylor System, mth its various off- 
spnngs coming to us from the United States, has 
intensified this condition The result has been a 
general recognltlon of overpopulation as a real, 
personal and presszng problem The problem of 
the European excess of workers never stood out 
so clearly as now that it is intensified by deficiency 
of employment, overproduction of goods, and la- 
bor-savmg methods wh~ch make workers super- 
fluous 

"There are only two solutions, either a revolu- 
tionary one, by changing the present laws by force, 
or an evolutionary one, by again subordinating the 
machine by preventing overpopulation 

"With all our power we have to agitate among 
the people of all countries, that the 'rationalization' 
of the process of manufacture, as ~t is called, which 
1s mak~ng mankmd superfluous has to be met by 
the 'rat~onalization' of the production of aankind, 
that is, by economy in the bearmg of children The 
small famly is already showing itself the best way 
to fight agamst the dictation of the machine 

"We live in a fateful time, more serious than any 
that has gone before To  point t h s  out is the duty 
of a11 thlnkmg people, who recognize the 'Scylla 
and Charybdis' of the dictation by the machine and 
overpopulation of superfluous human workmg 
power The reduction of the human working value 
by the machme, has thus become the greatest help 
for popularizing the control of births " 

SPAIN 

F ROM Madrid comes news of a morals congress 
of 300 delegates held in November, which 

plans a crusade against Birth Control No detalls 
are given, but the sale of contraceptwe supplies is, 
as it was in America 50 years ago, classed with im- 
morality and obscenity 



JAPAN 

T HE problem of lncreaslng population is g v m g  
the Japanese Government serious concern It 

has recently created a commlsslon to  enquire Into 
the question of adjusting increasing populatlon and 
dunlnlshmg food supply, and, as reported m our 
November issue, many hlgh officials are advocating 
Bvth Control as a solution The question is d ~ s -  
cussed in an edltorlal m a recent Issue of the Osaka 
Maznachz, a paper mth  a daily circulation of 1,250,- 
000 

6' No one can deny," read thls ed~torlal, "that the 
quest~on of populat~on IS the ch~ef problem of the Jap-  
anese nat~on today The net gam for the years 1925 
and 1926 was almost one m~l l~on  each If t h ~ s  rate con- 
tmues, wlth~n the next few decades the populat~on of 
Japan proper alone would surpass one hundred mllhon 
mark There are theonsts who t ry  t o  prove that the 
Increase of the populatlon does not adversely affect the 
hvmg of the Japanese people Whlle not hes~tatmg t o  
Eve due respect to theones, we cannot close our eyes 
to the gnm reahty of hfe,-the fact of lncreaslng d~ffi- 
culty not only to hve comfortably but t o  many even to 
carry on mere subs~stence 

After s w e y m g  the possibilities of relief through 
penetration Into Manchuria or Mongoha and com- 
petlhon wlth cheap Chmese labor there, or through 
further mdustr~ahzat~on of Japan, the editorial 
contlnues 

"If both em~grat~on and mdustry fa11 t o  cope mth  
multlplymg populat~on, there IS no alternat~ve but to 
choose elther the course of unrestrained lncrease and 
final self-asphyx~at~on through smothermg, or that of 
exerclslng prudentla1 control upon birth 

"The quest~on of B~rthControl shouldbeemanc~pated 
from morahstw ~mphcat~on Many thmk erroneously 
that the process would be analogous t o  abortlon, or 
abortlon ~tself, whereas In fact lt 1s nothlng but a sm- 
ple process of avo~dmg the dlrect contact of sperm- 
atozoa mth ovum, whlch may be reahzed by harmless 
memcal or instrumental means As such, then Blrth 
Control 1s morally an absolutely justifiable thlng, be- 
longmg t o  lnd~ndual freedom just as the act of sexual 
contact 1s a matter of lndtv~dual freedom As such, 
moreover, ~t can never become a legal quest~on 

"The question then presents Itself as follows Shall 
we be numerous and sustaln hves of bare subs~stence, 
o r  shall we exerclse some control and carry on comfort- 
able lwlng? Indm~dually there can be no questlon as to 
the choice-~f there are persons who pretend to sup- 
port the former, those persons must be hypocntes Can 
there be any quest~on as to the cho~ce from the nat~onal 
pomt of mew? 

"As a matter of pnnc~ple a nat~on 1s composed of In- 
d~vlduals and hence what 1s good to the latter cannot 

be very bad to the former, or vlce versa When people 
hve comfortably, they do not need t o  refuse them eager 
chddren to enter schools, they need not pract~se smnd- 
Lng and murdenng, and all other sorts of cnmes for ob- 
talnlng hvehhood Not only ml1 the people become bet- 
ter educated and hence more ~ntelhgent, but accordmg 
to Confucms, they mll learn to be good and get refined 
wlth the assurance of comfortable hvlng Needless to 
say health IS also d~rectly dependent upon the con&t~on 
of hvmg Can there be any questlon as  t o  the cho~ce 
between havmg an adequate number of happy, 1ntelL- 
gent, refined and healthy people and possessing a 
swarmlug herd of oppressed, ~gnorant, vulgar and s~ck- 
ly people? 

"Cons~denng mdmdual happ~ness as well as nat~onal 
welfare we arnve a t  the conclus~on, that the most effec- 
t ~ v e  means of solvlng the d~fficult problem of fast multi- 
plymg populat~on 1s to check ~ t s  natural lncrease by 
exerclse of wlsdom, just as we exerclse mtellectual con- 
trol In every other domaln of natural tendency '' 
The problem whlch confronts Japan in regard 

to  ~ t s  lncreaslng populatlon was presented to the 
Institute on Pac~fic Relations whlch was held a t  
Honolulu last summer One of the American dele- 
gates to the Institute was Professor Ellot G Mears, 
Economist, of Stanford Unlverslty I n  an Inter- 
view published In the N Y World, Professor 
Mears discusses the problem without suggestmg 
any remedy As  ~t appeared to hlm the problem 
was 

Japan has more than 900,000 surplus bab~es a year' 
Nearly 1,000,000 b~r ths  over and above deaths In an 
lslandemplre already packed to the h m ~ t  1 An lncrease 
of 300,000 b~r ths  over death; smce the war' 

"The race between populatlon and food supply" s a ~ d  
Professor Mears, "IS the world's great economlc prob- 
lem, and Amerlca m11 face ~t before many decades 
The problem faces Japan today as what mlght be called 
a natlonal cnsls Due to s a n ~ t a t ~ o n  and advanced med- 
~ c a l  knowledge the death rate of Japan has fallen much 
below the death rate beford the Great War, whlle the 
blrth rate has cont~nued to Increase The result IS that 
Japan, already overcrowded, has a total of 900,000 
b~r ths  over and above deaths each year T h ~ s  means 
that the small and populous Islands of Japan are add 
mg what 1s equal to the entlre populatlon of Cahforn~a 
every five years The problem IS, hke every economlc 
problem, an mternatlonal one, and Japan 1s a t  a loss to 
meet lt The Japanese delegat~on l a ~ d  ~t before the re- 
cent lnst~tute a t  Honolulu, frankly ask~ng the gu~dance 
of Amencan delegates Japanese statesmen are not 
look~ng to lmmlgratlon They realme that colon~zatlon 
of nat~onals has never solved a populatlon problem 
They are talking Birth Control, but not as a serlous 
nat~onal pollcy The best answer seems to be the In- 



dus tnahza t~on of Japan ,  hut t h ~ s ,  too, presents serlous 
problems " 

"In the pas t  s ~ m ~ l a r  cnses have led t o  war What  
w~ l l  t h ~ s  one lead t o ?  Can c n ~ l ~ z a t ~ o n  find a way out?" 

The menace in the sltuat~on and the obhgat~on 
on the Japanese to find a solut~on are stressed by 
Herbert Croly In the New Republrc H e  c r ~ t ~ c ~ z e s  
the Idea which seemed to prevml a t  the Inst~tute 
that ~t was an lnternnt~onal obhgnt~on to care foi 
the expandmg populat~on of a rapldly increasing 
country 

"The I n s t ~ t u t e  ~mphed", he nntes ,  "that In any fu- 
ture recogmzed scheme of mternat~onal  ob l~ga t~ons  the 
Japanese could f a ~ r l y  demand a market for e ~ t h e r  them 
populat~on o r  them products m other countr~es, u p  t o  
the I m ~ t  of thew own self-determlncd nccess~ticc I n  
impllc~tly affirmmg t h ~ s  p r ~ n c ~ p l e ,  i t  was, I t h d ,  per- 
vertmg ~ t s  own proper func t~on and m~s l ead~ng  the J a p -  
anese F o r  the Japanese surely a re  not ent~tled t o  ex- 
po r t  e ~ t h e r  them popula t~on or  t h e ~ r  manufactures t o  
other countnes In larger q u a n t ~ t ~ e s  than  those coun- 
t ne s  a re  d~sposed t o  take, unless they have t ned  per- 
s~stently and intelhgently t o  reduce the volume of them 
surplus popula t~on,  and t h ~ s  1s prec~sely what the J a p -  
anese have not a s  yet done If the Japanese are 
unmlhng or  unable t o  regulate thew Increase In pop- 
ulation, they cannot reasonably ask another country t o  
mod~fy  ~ t s  t a r~ f f s  or  ~ t s  ~ m m ~ g r a t ~ o n  laws In order t o  
take care of the frults of Japanese ~ r r e s p o n s ~ b ~ l ~ t y  It 

Bzrth Control Revzew 

1s beglnnmg to  look a s  ~f there can he no effectwe future 
s o c ~ a h r a t ~ o n  of human hfe and no stable internat~onal  
pac~f ica t~on unless the progressme s o c ~ e t ~ e s  set u p  a n  
mtell~gent censorsh~p oler  the increase of popula t~on 
If t h ~ s  1s true, and the Japanese are unable o r  u n w ~ l l ~ n g  
t o  play t h c ~ r  p a r t  In controlhng the menace of over- 
populat~on,  ~t 1s they, rather than them assoc~ates m the 
Pac~fic, who are lgnonng ~n te rna t~ona l  obhgat~ons " 

CHINA 

HE New York TRIBUNF quotes Henry Klt- T tredge Norton as saylng 
"Ch~na IS l ~ k e  a huge raft crowded far beyond ~ t s  

capaclty w ~ t h  shipwrecked human beings Many 
are swlmmlng about In the water, but for each one 
pulled aboard on one s ~ d e  someone else IS pushed 
off on the other s d e  The raft w ~ l l  hold no more " 

EGYPT 

tem in the San Francisco Dady News re- 
ports a recent res~dent of Calro, D r  R V A A 1  

Dolbey, as statmg that 
"Egypt has a problem that 1s more difficult than 

the pol~t~cal  problem I t  IS the steady Increase of 
the b~ r th  rate over the death rate It is estlrnated 
that wlth~n the space of 20 years ~t wdl be almost 
imposs~ble for Egypt~ans to lwe on the llmited 
amount of fert~le soil In the Nlle valley " 

Birth Control and Child Welfare 
a matter  of ~mpor tance  t o  the health and success 

1::;our chrldren and your chddren's chldren, d not 
yourself, tha t  they and you should have enough to  eat, 
drmk and wear w~thout  the necess~ty of gomg t o  war for  
it 

T h s  problem has not a s  yet come home to  Amencans, 
because, for  the t ~ m e  be~ng,  we are  a land of plenty, flow- 
ing m t h  the proverbla1 m ~ l k  and honey 

B u t  a clmt~ngu~shed naval authonty,  Adm~ra l  Rogers, 
stated before the I n s t ~ t u t e  of P o h t ~ c s  a t  W~lliamstown 
tha t  a s  soon a s  we reach the 200,000,000 mark we shall 
have t o  fight for  our place in the sun 

W e  are  approachmg tha t  place by leaps and bounds 
W e  are  domg ~t largely by put tmg a premlum on hreed- 
Ing the unfit The  U n ~ t e d  States Government makes ~t a 
c r m e  t o  teach them how t o  avold spawnmg them kmd 

But  hke all other attempts t o  repeal natural  laws by 
Congress~onal a c t ~ o n  t h ~ s  1s a f a~ lu re  

The  natural  law of all races is t o  keep w ~ t h ~ n  the 11m1t.s 
of sustenance der~ved from the land on whlch they hve 

The  less well cond~t~oned,  havmg heart and soul and 
b e ~ n g  ahve t o  the r ~ g h t s  of the mnocent unborn, a re  seek- 
Ing and findmg out how t o  do this very thmg In s p ~ t e  of 
s~ l ly  and f u t ~ l e  statutes t ha t  tend only t o  b n n g  all law 
mto  contempt The  results, just  b e ~ n n m g ,  a re  most en- 
couragmg 

You can see from t h ~ s  tha t  already, In s p ~ t e  of adverse 
legdation,  the mtelhgence of the Amencan people is be- 
g lnn~ng  t o  p r ~ v a l l  The  resultmg voluntary l ~ m i t a t ~ o n  of 
populat~on hlds f a ~ r  t o  save us from the fate  of Germany, 
where a spawnmg pohcy a t  once forced a de tenora t~on ~n 
the quallty of her populat~on and compelled her t o  force 
the World W a r  

-CHARLES A L REED, M D , Former Pres~dent  of the 
Amencan Memcal Assoc~at~on,  In the C I ~ ~ C M M U ~ ~ Z  Com- 
mercwl Trhunc 



A GARDEN FOR CHILDREA 

ONE would have ~ m a p n e d  tha t  every ch~ ld  m Europe 
would have been safe from cruelty as soon as ~t be- 

came known tha t  Chnst  had sald "Suffer l ~ t t l e  chddren 
to  come unto Me, and forbrd them not, for  of such 1s the 
kmgdom of heaven " But unhapp~ly  C h n s t ~ a n  Europe 
plunged Into a theology wh~ch taught ~t not only t ha t  the 
chdd was a beaut~ful  l ~ t t l e  angel, but t ha t  ~t was also a 
mwerable l ~ t t l e  slnner 

However much the V~c tonan  mlght des~re  ch~ldren-and 
blessed was he who had hls qulver full of them'-he none 
the less regarded the bearmg of ch~ldren as  m f e r ~ o r  work 
t o  gomg t o  a n  office It was essent~ally drudge's work 
Woman was looked down on rather than respected for  de- 
votmg so much t ~ m e  t o  ~t I t  was even cons~dered a d ~ s -  
qual~ficat~on for  the vote 

So great  was the destruct~on of hfe dunng  the Smhan  
exped~ t~on  tha t  the Athenians legahzed b~gamy as  a means 
of lncreaslng the populat~on I n  the Roman Emp~re ,  
agaln, Augustus attempted by the "Lex J u h a  et  P a p p ~ a "  
t o  compel men and women not only t o  marry but t o  have 
fam~lles S ~ m ~ l a r  causes are, no doubt, a t  work m the 
modern world 

It 1s hypocnsy m us t o  p r a ~ s e  ch~ldren and t o  hold 
na t~onal  festivals In thew honor ~f we do not mtend t o  
make the world a garden for  them There 1s no  deal pos- 
s~b le  for  a n  honest man but t o  des~re  a world In whlch 
every chdd shall have the same chances of food and a l r  
and play and happiness as he would msh for  a ch~ ld  of 
h ~ s  own 

-The New Statesman, Ju ly  7, 1917 

TESTIMONY FROM MARY POKRASS, NURSE 

There IS no unhapp~er  person In the world than the 
mother who 1s harrassed by the knowledge tha t  t o  her ch~l -  
dren she w11 transmlt a d~sease t ha t  wlll handlcap them 
for  many years, or  worse st~ll ,  make t h e ~ r  hves short and 
pamful W e  see such mothers often, and one of them 
wntes us t ha t  her marned hfe 1s peaceful, because the 
possrbdsty of gcmng bwth t o  a tubercular chdd--or chzl- 
dren-ur r e d r e d  less kkely One can understand what a 
burden has been hfted from her by  knowledge of B ~ r t h  
Control 

P a t ~ e n t s  frequently comment on the fac t  t ha t  solvlng 
the quest~on of f amly  h m ~ t a t ~ o n  has solved them entlre 
manta1 problem, and made hfe f a r  more beaut~ful  and 
worth wh~le One husband who 1s a laborer In poor clr- 
cumstances and has several ch~ldren, s a ~ d  tha t  he felt qulte 
different In h ~ s  home-happ~er, more contented, less nerv- 
ous and d~sagreeable A great  d ~ s s a t ~ s f a c t ~ o n  had been 
removed from h ~ s  hfe, and he was fundamentally h a p p ~ e r  
H e  found h~mself playmg m t h  the ch~ldren and helpmg 
them In them stud~es where he could-somethme he had 

noyed h ~ m ,  as had nearly everythmg else in the home and 
~ t s  surroundmg re la t~onsh~ps  

A woman who was pale and undernounshed when she was 
first seen by us-her we~ght 94 lbs and her blood pressure 
90-wrote a year later, saylng tha t  the advlce glven her 
gsves great  saturfactron to my husband and myself, and  st 
makes our re.elatsom ~n every-day lzfe pleasanter, more 
fnendly 

Another woman says that, slnce comlng here, her mar- 
ned hfe ts so much h a p p e r  because st hasn't caused m.e a 
day's worrwment Before I was almost a nervous wreck 
from a f au  a b o r t a m  and I made thrngs mserable for  my 
husband and my two boys 

B I R T H  CONTROL vs T H E  STORK 

F AMILY endowment means tha t  wage-earners are to  
recelve, m respect to  them chlldren whde dependent, 

allowances from one of two sources e ~ t h e r  out  of general 
taxatlon-at a cost est~mated by supporters of the pro- 
posal a t  not less than 100 m~lhon sterhng per annum- 
o r  out of pools created In whole or  pa r t  by deductions 
from standard earnlngs and red~s t r~buted  among the 
f a m ~ l ~ e s  In propor t~on t o  them dependent chddren It 16 

assumed that  steps w ~ l l  be taken t o  ensure t ha t  the allow- 
ances go ne~ther to  the father nor t o  the mother, but t o  
the ch~ldren 

Allowances out  of t axa t~on  ~mply  tha t  even one chlld 
IS a burden wh~ch no wage-earner can be expected t o  bear 
una~ded Allowances out of pools mean tha t  each adult 
wage-earner who has less than the average number of de- 
pendent ch~ldren for  the group m quest~on must contnbute 
t o  the support of the ch~ldren of others In fam~lles of more 
than tha t  average Opponents of thcse proposals, whlch 
are In much favor In many countries, do  not agree tha t  
they are a form of soc~al  jus t~ce  o r  exped~encj 

The  deslre t o  lmprove soc~al  cond~ t~ons  1s common 
ground A subs~dy 1s always the eas~est  form of thrnkmg 
In t h ~ s  respect But ~ t s  proper sphere 1s the mischances 
tha t  are mev~table I n  proposing to  apply ~t to  the b ~ r t h  
of ch~ldren a new departure IS made The  suggest~on tha t  
one man, by havmg too many ch~ldren, should therefore 
cla~m, as  a matter  of usual d ~ s t n b u t ~ o n ,  a share of the 
earmngs of others who have been more careful of the 
standard of hfe IS In my vlew a gross and palpable ID- 

equ~ ty  I t  seems to  rest on the stork theory of brrth I n  
a country where Increase of populat~on 1s a problem 
rather than a des~deratum ~t has no soc~a l  jus t~f ica t~on 

-PROFESSOR D H MACCREGOR, ~n the "Mancheater 
Gua rd~an  Commerccal " 

Many trouble themselves a s  t o  the use whzch c o d d  be 
made of our old people If  we had a healthy breed mm, 

and women w& be m full mgor long after  65 - 
never done before* Previously they had ~ r n t a t e d  and an- SIB JAMES BARB 
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Correspondence 
A BOUQUET 

Pulborough, Sussex, England 

I should hke to congratulate you most warmly on the 
February number, whlch was the best Havelock E h s  
blrthday number that has appeared 

Ht~gh & Stkncourt 

San Antomo, Texas, 
September 10,1927 

Edrtor BIBTH CONTBOL REVIEW 
My daughter wntes from Washlugton State "You re- 

member A -who u s d  to nurse Wllllam She &ed recently 
leaving a boy seven years old She had another boy be- 
fore h m  but he &ed when a few days old She almost 
worshiped the boy she had but &d not want any more 
chlldren 

"She Infected herself trymg to get n d  of a baby and 
&d not call the doctor until three weeks later She hved 
about SIX weeks, for the last three she was partially 
paralyzed, could not talk o r  move one hand or foot " 

The g~rl was a good Cathohc, brought up  under the 
stnct msclphne and klndly lduence of the Slsten, of 
Chanty 

For the prevention of such calamtt~es, wluch so often 
come t o  our knowledge, leptlmate contraception 1s the 
best remedy 

Wlth hlgh appreciation of you and your work, I am 

Yours sincerely, 
CHAS E B FLAGQ, M D 

P a n s  
Eh tor ,  BIRTH CONTBOL REVIEW 

It was mtb  pleasure I noted m England that the hs -  
cusslon of Birth Control IS open, both m pnnt  and thr 
theatres A play I went to see, "The Fanatlcs" b p  name, 
unpressed me greatly, as ~t was qulte ins~stent and very 
much m favor of Birth Control I had cause t o  notlce 
also the favorable Impression on the audxence and heard 
many mtehgent comments on the subject, the nght  of 
women t o  choose the time t o  bear chlldren and the un- 
portance of conceivlng only under opportune crrcum- 
stances end not m an unthlnklng hapha~ard  way 
Here m France also I note a great number m favor of 
Birth Control The books of Paul and Victor Marguentte 
are full of thls vltal question, they advlse and prechspose 
towards ~t W ~ t h  l ~ f e  and condhons as strained and hard 
as they are m France, Birth Control 1s badly needed here 
In  fact, every lntelllgent person I have discussed the 

matter mth not only approves, but holds ~t to be the 
solution of the many evlls and hardshps of the present 

New York 
Ed%?o+, &BTH CONTBOL REVIEW 

Blrtb Control and the Ideals of the Amencan Blrth 
Control League and the work i t  hopes t o  accomphsh are 
so often misunderstood that I was qulte dehghted mth the 
follomng httle bit, and pass it on to our readers 

D r  X one of the leadmg neurologsts of tlus clty, told 
Mrs Y not under any cond~tlon t o  lnvlte hls mfe to 
another B ~ r t h  Control meetlng 'Why not"? asked the 
surprised Mrs Y "Your wife 1s a member of the League 
and in full sympathy mth the work I chdn't ask her to 
our annual meetmg to enl~ghten her, but because I knew 
she would enjoy Professor Falrchlld's address and the 
reports of work accomphshed m 1927 " 

'Well you see," (and the doctor's eyes tmnkled), ''I 
drove mth her to Pelham dlrectly after that meetmg and 
the ent~re  way up she explained to me the advlsablhty 
and the deslrab~hty of addmg a thlrd cluld to our httle 
famlly of two 1'' 

How about those dire prechctlons of race smclde ~f 
knowledge of contraceptives become the nght  of every 
marned woman? 

How mfinitely finer IS motherhood when regulated and 
controlled and responsible 

Knomng well the home of D r  and Mrs X I hope 
Mrs X ' s  deslre mll be reahzed 

J N T  

FROM A CONTEMPORARY 

Edrtor, Son Francuco Dally Ncmr Inchvldual opin- 
Ion on Blrth Control does not mean anythug The only 
way to have Blrth Control m Cahfonua, is for women 
t o  start  a B ~ r t h  Control league I thmk the greatest 
woman m the Umted States is Margaret Sanger, but 
whenever she eves  a lecture, she is cnt lcmd by some 
narrow-mlnded, well-fed, childless women and men I am 
sure that half of the cluldren born to the poor are not 
wanted It IS better t o  have one or two chldren and 
r a s e  them properly, than to have a house full and end 
up  m the slums The nch that can afford them have 
seldom more than two They only get as  many as they 
want, if any In  a rcccnt study of population, ~t 1s 
stated that the natural lncrease ln the population of 
the world m11 probably he slowed down by starvation, 
pestdeuce, war and general ~mpovenshment It 1s thought 
that cnme mll increase and moral standards, as well as 
the standards of hvlng mll be lowered 

RO*EBT KBISCHEB 



LIVE W I T H I N  YOUR INCOME 

T H E  slogan is "Live Withln Your Income" It IS a 
1 good slogan and ought to be carned out, for ~t says 

"live" not just "exlst " Llvlng 1s both g v m g  hfe and 
gettmg that whlch 1s precious out of hfe Let us con- 
slder the problem of livlng mthm our Income Every 
human bang should be properly nounshed We should 
have plenty of water, some meat, vegetables, grain and 
fmlt  We should have proper shelter and clothing, for 
rt we neglect to care for our bodles, we become ill, and 
belng IU is merely exlst~ng, and, as we all know, ~llness 
costs more than real hnng  Belng a glutton is not 
normal hvmg, and overdress 1s very undesirable 

Have I told you all about living? No, I have told you 
very httle One of the grandest things In life is bemg 
able to see what 1s beautlful Another 1s heanng the 
beautlful songs of nature Can a person who works all 
day In a factory or mlne, or some other closed-m place, 
coming home t o  a crowded tenement a t  night, because the 
wages are not enough to pay for anything better, have 
these pleasures of slght and heanng? There 1s the pleasant 
smell of the forests and fields, the bracmg feehng as the 
bnne from the ocean blows agalnst us, and the gentle 
soothlng od our nerves as we rest on ~ t s  shores, breathlng 
the balmy alr  All of these are what nature has gwen 
us m that  we call hfe 

Let us stnve to make ~t posslble that every human be- 
mng can hve mthm hls or her Income Let us not have 
so many chlldren in a famlly that they cannot In the real 
sense I have descnbed, hve 

FROM MAUD ROYDEN 

There 1s thls clalm t o  be made in the name of the 
sanct~ty  a f  human hfe, whlch 1s a fundamental clam, a 
clalm which ought to rule our final declslon on thls sub- 
ject, it is the nght  of the child to be deslred 

It is on questions hke these that we feel bound to 
ksten t o  what Herr Ferch has t o  say It 1s a t  thls pomt 
that hls passlon for humaxuty clalms us No one can 
read the pages that follow, whether mth agreement or 
duagreement, mthout bemg moved by the passionate 
sympathy for the sufferings of women and chlldren whlch 
Informs every h e  of them 

Do not dream that ignorance 1s a solutlon to any 
problem L ~ g h t  and more hght, knowledge and more 
knowledge, are what we require Do not think that, by 
mthholdmg the knowledge of means by whlch parents 
can protect themselves from a too crowded offspnng you 
are achlevmg morahty Gwe them the power to declde 
for themselves There 1s no one In the world who 1s mse 
enough t o  declde for them Give them knowledge 

-Imtroductwn to Bsrth Control by J FEBCH 

FEMINISM AND BIRTH CONTROL 

In  our century the matter of population control has 
been taken up again from a standpomt quite dfferent 
from Maithus, by a woman, on stnctly femlnlst grounds 
Margaret Sanger's demand is for the protect~on of women, 
especially of the workmg class, from undesired and un- 
desirable motherhood Qulte unconvlnced of the efficacy 
of Malthus' moral appeal, she recommends practical 
methods of prevention, and these slmple devlces are by no 
means lunited to the use of oppressed wlves Since birth 
1s woman's busmess ~t is nght that she should have some 
volce in ~ t s  control Mrs Sanger's appeal for the over- 
burdened mother is a just one, it 1s enough to warrant 
prompt actlon to jus t~fy B ~ r t h  Control But there is fa r  
more to be considered That ~t IS woman's duty to bear 
chlldren has been umversally admtted, but that she 
should have the declslon as to when, where and how many 
is not so plaln to most of us For so long her h ~ g h  mlsslon 
was summed up In the slmple formula of "beanng hlm a 
son", and her condltlon as a prospectwe mother defined 
"as ides w~sh to be who love their lords," that we are 
slow to grasp the distinct proposltlon that ~t 1s her place 
t o  regulate the population of the earth Thls means So- 
cial Motherhood In the highest sense 

Blologmally, poht~cally, economically and ethically 
women should face them speclal work of regulatmg and 
lmprovlng the race An active sense of Social Mother- 
hood 1s desperately needed among the women today if we 
are to put a stop t o  War, to cease producmg defectlve 
children and to begm the conscious improvement of our 
stock " 

CHABLOTTE PEBKINS GILMAN, In Cilrrent Hrrtwy (No- 
vember) 

CAGED WOMAN 

Man satisfied his cravings by competitive attack both 
physlcal and mental, upon the envlronment As compared 
mth man, woman has always been m a cage The cage 
has been her reproductive system Let him who doubts 
Investigate old mves vocabularies "Caught", "confined", 
"m trouble", '%led down"-ask your grandmother what 
these words mean, but ask her tactfully, for they stand 
to her for reahtles of a sort to require reticence 

LETA S HOLLINGSWOBTH, In Current Hutory (November) 

A HARD HEARTED VIEW 

An English cntlc of the Chlld Health campaigns com- 
plamed "We spend far  too much on maternity and chdd 
welfare Since the work commenced only one-third of the 
bables dle who dled a t  the begmning of the century No 
wonder we have unemployment and people on the dole" 



n d h  Control Revzew 

WORKERS AND B I R T H  CONTROL 

T o  me, a t  least, ~t would be enough t o  condemn mod- 
ern soclety as  hardly an advance on slavery o r  serfdom, 
~f the permanent condlt~on of Industry were t o  be tha t  
which we behold, t ha t  nlnety per cent of the actual pro- 
ducers of wealth have no home tha t  they can call thew 
own beyond the end of the week, have no b ~ t  of sod, or  
so much as  a room tha t  belongs t o  them, have nothmg 
of value of any kmd, except as  much old furniture as  
ml l  go ~n a ca r t ,  have the precanous chance of weekly 
wages, wh~ch barely suffice t o  keep them In health, are 
housed for  the most pa r t  In places t ha t  no man thmks 
fit for  his horse, are separated by so narrow a margm 
from destitution tha t  a month of bad trade, slckness or  
unexpected loss bnngs them face t o  face m t h  hunger 
and pauperism I n  clt~es, the ~ncreaslng organlzatlon of 
factory work makes life more and more crowded, and 
work more and more a monotonous routme, In the coun- 
try,  the increasmg pressure makes rural  hfe continually 
less free, healthful and cheerful, whllst the pnzes and 
hopes of betterment are now reduced t o  a minlmum T h ~ s  
1s the normal state of the average workman in town or  
country, to  whlch we must add the record of preventable 
dmease, accident, suffermg and soclal oppression m t h  i ts  
Immense yearly roll of death and mlsery But below this 
normal state of the average workman there 1s found the 
great  band of the destitute outcasts-the camp-followers 
of the army of ~ndus t ry ,  a t  least one-tenth of the whole 
proletanan population, whose normal conmtlon 1s one of 
slckemng wretchedness If t h ~ s  1s t o  be the permanent 
arrangement of modem soclety, clvlhzat~on must be held 
t o  bring a curse on the great  majority of mankind 

The M y  Hope 

"But certainly the progress of the laborer 1s not  t ha t  
whlch can excite enthusiastic hopes for the future, as  long 
as  he remains a mere recelver of wages Under 
these conditions, ~t seems tha t  the only hope of Improve- 
ment f o r  the laborlng classes lles In the hmltatlon of 
population $9 

DE J LAUEENCE LAUGHLIN, 
-tong 'nne head of the Department of 

Econom~ca, Unlveraity of Chicago 

The Lmat of Increase 

The total  populatlon of the globe is now about 1,957,- 
000,000 It cannot long contlnue to  lncrease a t  ~ t s  pres- 
ent rate, omng to  lack of suffic~ent food 

-CRAELES CLOSE, before the Bntlsh Geographcal So- 
clety 

Books We Recommend 

World Poplu tzon w the olltstandzng subject of 
mterest a t  the present nurment 

READ 

Standmg Room Only $3 00 
10c postage 

By Edward Alsworth Ross 

A great World Conference gathered at 
Geneva, last year, to dlscuss the Ques- 
tmn 

READ 

Proceedmgs of the First World Pop 
ulat~on Conference $5 00 

10c postage 
Small Lrmlted edltlon, just recaved 
from Europe 

And there are other aspects of Blrth 
Control worth attentlon, 

READ 

Vanous Aspects of Bvth Control 50 
(Medical, S o c ~ a l ,  Economic, 

Legal ,  Mora l  a n d  R e l ~ ~ l o u s )  

By S Adolphus Knopf 

4th Revrsed Edltlon 

To keep up w ~ t h  the movement and to 
understand ~t thoroughly 

READ 

The Bwth Control Revlew, A n n u a l  
s u b s c r l p t ~ o n  $2 00 

p b h s h e d  monthly, 

Address 

The American Birth Control League 
104 FIFTH AVENUE. 

New York C~ty 



"A Third of a 
Century Ago " 

Early tn the Gay Ntneues--tn 1 8 9 P w h e n  women rode 
tandem btcycles and wore mutton leg sleeves, before autos, 
airplanes and radtos, 3-tn-One made tts advent as a bicycle od 
Durtng this thud of a century tt has become the most wtdely 
sold of all packaged 011s Its uses have extended to  the 011- 
tng of all light mechanisms-sewing machtnes, typewrrters, 
vacuum cleaners, Ford Tuners, preventtng rust on metal sur- 
faces tndoors and out, cleaning and pohshrng pianos, fine 
furntture, hardwood floors, wtndows, rmrrors There are 79 
uses for 3-111 One tn the home alone 
Most of there appllcauons were d~scovered by the actual usen. They 
told us. We told others And the hrgh quality of 3 m-One did the rest 
-a qual~cy that never v a n e s a  qual~ry based on compoundmg. scten 
ukally, a number of prunary 011s of ~nvaluable and excepuoaal v m u a  

3 tnOw I s  sold by all deakrs m Handy 011 Cam 
a d  three s w s  of bottks Ask ar 3 ~n.Dnr by MIW 

T H R E E - I N - O N E  O I L  C O M P A N Y  
130 Will~am St ,  New York, N Y 

hmatsRust- O ILS - Cleans & Polishes 



TO OUR READERS ! 

d n  dnnoancement 
om 

THE CIRTOON CONTEST 
of the 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

Y decision of the Judges, the period of the Contest has been extended 
Full details wd1 be gwen next month Meanwhile we ask you to tell 

your artist friends about this competitive effort to represent our Cause m 
pictures 

Every movement needs A Slogan and a A Symbol 

We have our Slogan in the words 

BIRTH CONTROL. 

Our Symbol should appeal to the eye and through the eye to the imagmation 
It should sum up in terms of human need and human welfare the full 

meaning of those words "Birth Control" Help us to find this Symbol 
Tell everyone you know about our need We have made a good 

begmning but we want more artists to come forward to help us 

REMEMBER THE FACTS 

Four prizes will be awarded for the best drawing symbolizing the meaning 
of the Birth Control Movement Full information as to the conditions of the 
Contest with literature on the Birth Control Movement w111 be supplied on 
application to the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, 104 Fifth Ave , N Y C 


