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T E N  GOOD REASONS fwBIRTH CONTROL 

WOMAN'S RIGHT and MARRIED LOVE - the Foundatlorn of Personal Freedom and Happmess, 

are two vahd reasons for 

Birth Control 
The Use of Harmless and Effective Mechanical or Chem~cal 

Methods of Prevention, called Contraceptives 

T h ~ s  month we gwe a more polgnant personal reason 

Reason ZZI-THE HEALTH OF MOTHER AND CHILD 

(Accordzng to figwee of the Federal Chzldren'a Bureau apprommately 25,000 moth- 
ers dze m chzldbtrth every year and 200,000 mfants dae at bzrth or before the end of 
thew first year Some women are too all to bear chtldren, other& toealcened by too 

many pregnancree, are unable to brmg healthy chddren tnto the world) 

Here is what a few experts say - 

race of well- IT0 create a 
born chrldren rt 
rs essentral that 
the functron of 
m o t h e r h o o d  
should be ele- 
vated to a posi- 
tron o f  drgnrty 
and thrs as rmpos- 
srble as long as 
conceptron re- 
marns a matter of 
chance 

Declarahon of 
Principles of 
Amencan Bmh 
Control Lague  

"It a women that bear the pcnaltres, m InJury, drsease and death and mental torture, that 
are mvolved In unlumted Chddb~rth They have a right to know how they can ~ntell~gently-not 
crudely and dangerously--control their sexual 11ves " 

W A PUBEY, M D 

"In 1909 I made a study of the buth rate and death rate under one year of age In 1,600 
poor famrlm m Chrcago I compared the large famrlres-eight children and over-w~th the 
small famiLes--four children and under The  rate of deaths per thousand b~rths was far h~gher m 
the large famdy group than In the small For all the 1,600 famrlies, when d~vrded rnto those wlth 
SIX chrldren and more and those wtth four chddren and less, the rates were 267 deaths per thou 
sand bmhs for the former, 118 deaths for the latter " 

ALICE HAMILTON. M D 

"The woman should be rnstructed how to avord pregnancy in the future Somethrng must 
be done untrl the woman is cured of her tuberculosrs, so that she may safely go through a confine- 
ment, because every accoucheur recoils wlth horror from the task of repeatedly domg abonrons on 
these tuberculous women " 

Jos B DELEE, M D 

"Chddbearrng should be avo~ded w~thm two or  three years after the brrth of the last chrld 
Common sense and sclence unrte tn porntrng out that the mother requrres at least t h ~ s  much tune 
to regam her strength and replenrsh her system ~n order to glve another baby proper nourtsbment 
after ~ t s  b~r th  Authormes are tnslstent upon the11 warnmgs that too frequent chddbearmg wrecks 
thz woman's health Weakness of the reproduct~ve organs and pelv~c a~lments almost certa~nly re 
sult ~f a woman bears ch~ldren too frequently " 

MARGARET SANGER 
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EDITORIAL 

S TERILIZATION as well as Blrth Control 
has its place as an alm of the Amencan Blrth 

Control League We do not agree w~th those 
Eugemsts who would prefer compulsory laws for 
the d t ,  wh~le denylng to women generally the 
nght to control thew own reproduct~on But we 
recopze the value of ster~lmtlon m cases where 
Blrth Control IS hkely to fall, and we are deeply 
mterested m the work that 1s bemg done m thls 
field Men of hgh  authority m sclence, medmne, 
psychlatry and soc~al sclence d~ffer mdely m regard 
to vanous aspects of the queshon, but In the sym- 
poslum we pubhsh this month there 1s general 
agreement that s t e r h t ~ o n  m such cases would re- 
l~eve many soc~al and personal problems Nor 1s 
there much dflerence of opmon as to the r~gh t  of 
anyone who des~res ~t to be stenllzed The d~ffer- 
ence of opmon centers about such quest~ons as 
compulsory leglslatlon, the unsettled state of our 
knowledge of the relatm Importance of hered~ty, 
acadents a t  b~rth, and environmental cond~t~ons as 
causes of feeble-mmdedness and mnsan~ty, and the 
need of segregat~on m many cases, even ~f stenlmd 
Our contributors generally agree also that stenha- 
t ~ o n  should not be used as a pmshment for cnme 
and the majonty belleve that education---of the 
relabves m those cases where the patlent IS mcap- 
able of judgment-rather than compuls~on should 
be the method of the future Among the unex- 
pected and important arguments wh~ch those who 
support s tedzat~on have brought out m ths  debate 
are the excellent duect effects m many cases of the 
s t e r h t ~ o n  operation on mental and phys~cal 
health, and the mdmct effect of the operabon on 
women m brmgmg to hght bad abdommal condl- 
t~ons whch should be corrected 

Cahfoma, where a law compulsory m form IS be- 
mg adrnlmstered, m most cases, as a voluntary law, 
f m s h e s  us the largest expenence of sterhzabon 
m pract~ce Perhaps the most valuable contribu- 

t~on  from thls state 1s the ev~dence ~t fumshes that 
educat~on 1s spreading so successfully that pat~ents 
often come to state ~nst~tut~ons for the express pur- 
pose of havmg the operat~on performed From So- 
noma State Home for the feeble-mmded comes an- 
other ~mportant contnbut~on, for D r  Butler, the 
med~cal supermtendent, mcludes among h ~ s  reasons 
for adv~smg s t e r h t ~ o n  the fact that hand~capped 
parents are mcapable of furmshng an adequate hv- 
mg and proper enwonment to a large f a d y  of 
&&en Thls IS qute as important an argument as 
any based on herehty, and ~t 1s one that readdy ap- 
peals to the pat~ents or them responsible relatives 

R A T H E R  over half of the States have ster~hza- 
t ~ o n  laws on thelr statute books But very few 

of these laws reach the standard that we should hke 
to see attamed However there 1s much encourage- 
ment m the fact that the laws have, m general, been 
a h t e r e d  m an enl~ghtened manner, and the 
further fact that amendmg bllls, correctmg some of 
the earher defects, have been mtroduced m the legm 
latures of many of these States I n  1927 Inhana, 
wh~ch was the first State to pass a stenllzat~on law, 
after 20 years expenence, passed an amendmg act, 
whch greatly improves ~ t s  former legdat~on 
North Dakota also made of ~ t s  law a much more 
eugemc statute, and provlded for full records to be 
kept of effects of operat~ons No ment~on 1s made 
m t h  law of the r~gh t  of mhv~duals to demand 
the operat~on, but there 1s no prohbltlon, as there IB 
m the earher Iowa law, of operations on request 
The s~tuat~on mth regard to the stenhzabon of per- 
sons who do not come mthm the categones men- 
tloned m the vanous statutes 1s stdl ambiguous I n  
some states the only way m wh~ch parents or guar- 
d~ans of feeble-mmded md~vlduals, or such md~hd- 
uals themselves when suBc~ently mtehgent to ap- 
prec~ate ~ t s  value can secure an operat~on 1s by en- 
tenng tempsrardy an uwt&-.tten des~gnsted under 
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the law of them state The Idea of compulsion has 
been and 1s too prominent m the law, and the leg~s- 
latlon wdl be more sat~sfactory when thls feature 
becomes subordmate to a fuller comprehension of 
the value of voluntary cholce T h ~ s  can only come 
as a result of better education and a finer publlc 
opnlon concerning the rlght of every chdd to be 
born wlth proper her~tage and mto fit cond~tlons- 
whlch mclude, of course, parents properly qualified 
to brmg up them chddren to be soclal assets 

R E C E N T L Y ,  MISS Grace Abbott, ~ t s  chlef, 
hns for the second tlme emphatically denled, 

In answer to a charge brought by members of the 
Amer~cnn Assoclat~on of Un~verslty Women, that 
the Chddren's Bureau has any part m Blrth Con- 
trol actlvltles Operatmg under a federal govern- 
ment whose law forb~ds the dlssemlnat~on of thls 
mformstlon, and under constant attack by enemles 
In Congress, ~t IS very easy to see why the matern- 
~ t y  centers of the Bureau could not gwe thls ~nfor-  
matlon Yet the Bureau's splendld studles of pov- 
erty and the slze of fam~lles m relat~on to mfant 
mortallty constitute In effect, as D r  E M East  
has recently called them, a serles of "memom on 
Bwth Control" I t s  organlzmg of health work for 
matern~ty and mfancy, and ~ t s  study from year to 
year of the figures and results of t h ~ s  work, furmsh 
further arguments for Blrth Control For  these 
studles show that whlle the Bureau has had an ap- 
preclable effect on mfant mortal~ty, (though not so 
great an effect as ~t had hoped) on maternal mor- 
tahty ~t has had no effect whatever I n  1915, the 
maternal mortahty of the twelve states and dlstrlcts 
In the b~ r th  reglstrat~on area of that year was 6 2 
per 1,000 b~rths Durlng the World War  ~t rose to 
8 and 9 From 1921 on, ~t has stood a t  7 or a llttle 
under (6  8 m 1925) I n  the ten years, that IS, the 
rate has actually m e n  appreciably Yet durlng 
thls tlme, more and more states have been added to 
the regstratlon area and the organlzatlon of health 
work wlthin most states has unproved, largely 
through the efforts of the Bureau The addmg of 
more states, up to the number of 36 m 1925, to the 
regstratlon area has virtually done nothmg for 
mothers In chlldblrth but brmg out how appalllngly 
w~despread and untouchcd by ordmary health work 
the death rate of mothers 1s 

There 1s but one lesson to be learned from these 
figures It 1s that the matermty work of the Chll- 
dren's Bureau and of any other organlzat~on whlch 
attempts to put Into effect a full and fundamental 
health progrdm wdl be Ineffectwe untd preconcept- 

ual work, the teachmg of the means of spacmg chll- 
dren to protect the mothers health, becomes an 
essential part of ~ t s  program To attempt any pro- 
gram w~thout thls IS to budd wlthout a foundatlon 

T I-IE MILBANK MEMORIAL F U N D  IS 

another publlc health work whose conservat~ve 
program has made no lmpresslon on maternal mor- 
tahty The Health Demonstrat~on In Cattaraugus 
County, N Y , wh~ch ~t has subsldlzed, has m five 
years cut the tuberculosis rate In half, the mfant 
mortallty one-th~rd, and has shown ~mportant lm- 
provements In many other fields of publlc health 
The five years have proved the excellence of ~ t s  pro- 
gram as far as ~t goes Press and people and the 
County Board of Health have accepted another five 
years grant The county med~cal soclety alone dls- 
approves I n  the face of measurable results and 
the full and enthuslastlc approval of the pubhc, by 
secret anonymous ballot the local pract~t~oners of 
Cattaraugus voted 3 to 1 that "the experment has 
demonstrated llttle that affects the county favor- 
ably " W e  need not dlscuss the motlves behmd thls 
cntlclsm-the fact that these doctors, 3 to 1, stated 
also that the demonstration had had a detr~mental 
effect on t he~ r  prest~ge and practlce IS perhaps an 
mnd~catlon of one motwe What mterests us 1s that 
t h ~ s  health program, whlch contamed no contro- 
verslal features, whlch offended no prejudices and 
was admlmstered by med~cal experts, yet dld not 
escape a bltter attack by those who m~gh t  have been 
counted on as ~ t s  strongest supporters Conser- 
vat~sm m thls case has not conclhated the narrow- 
nunded among professlonal men On the other 
hand the narrow-mmded professlonal men have 
been powerless to mfluence publlc opuuon The 
Fund has proved to the satlsfactlon of the publlc 
the value of ~ t s  first five years work W e  belleve 
that ~f ~t broadened ~ t s  program to mclude B ~ r t h  
Control, as the foundatlon of ~ t s  antenatal work, ~t 
would not only attract to Itself the support of the 
sens~ble people m Cattaraugus County but ~t would 
show, a t  the end of ~ t s  next five years-what no 
health body has yet shown-an lmpresswe cut m the 
death rate of mothers m chdd blrth 

month, the Amencan Blrth Control 
League 1s happy to announce the return of T "I" 

Margaret Sanger from Europe Smce the close 
of the International Populat~on Conference, she 
has been In Switzerland for her health 
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Sterilization 
Map Illustrating ,State Legislation 

Courtesy of the Commtttre o n  Maternal I Ied lh  ( N  I) 

Sterilization as a Social Measure 

S T E R I L I Z A T I O N  1s one of the many prob- 
lems wh~ch Intersect the field of physiology as 

well as that of sociology 
Of the medlcal aspects of sterlllzat~on I am not 

competent to deal There IS, however, one aspect 
of the medlcal problem whlch, as a soc~ologist, I 
want to emphasize and that 1s that the medlcal facts 
m regard to the effects of ster~hzatlon should be 
wldely broadcast There 1s apparently a very wide- 
spread feellng among the lay publlc that sterlhza- 
tlon 1s a very senous operation and that ~t has re- 
markably far-reachlng physlcal and mental effects 
on both men and women So far as I have been 
able to ascertain, nelther of these statements 1s cor- 
rect, but whatever the facts are, the results of the 
latest sclentlfic researches should be made publlc 

property, because ~t 1s very largely owlng to thls 
feellng that laws prov~dmg for sterlllzatlon of cer- 
tam types of cnminal and feeble-mmded have been 
meffectlve Sterlllzatlon has been considered a 
cruel and unusual punishment, ~f not legally then 
certainly morally 

I n  my judgment sterlllzatlon should not be con- 
sldered p r~mar~ ly  as a punltlve measure but purely 
as an eugenlc measure That means, therefore, that 
~t should not be mcorporated In laws provldlng for 
lmprlsonment or fines, but that ~t should rather be 
In the statutes deahng w t h  pubhc health It seems 
to me that the passmg on of a thoroughly dysgemc 
stram 1s qulte as serlous a vlolatlon of the health 
code as the passlng on of whoopmg cough or scar- 
let fever I am ~ncllned to thlnk that the reason 



Btrtk Control Revaew 

why most sterillzatlon measures so far have failed IS 

first, that they have not been preceded by adequate 
education and second, that they have been consld- 
ered as punishments and not as community health 
measures 

S 0 F A R  A S  the procedure to be used in deciding 
what cases should be dealt m th  by surgcal 

measures, I should suggest that both the State 
Board of Public Welfare, the State Board of 
Health and the State Boards dealing with crme 
and pr~soners be empowered to recommend In- 
dividual cases for treatment Such a recommenda- 
tion, however, should only be made after a thorough 
investigation of the indlvldual's past, his physical 
and mental condition and his family history I t  
wrll undoubtedly frequently be thought that 
such an mdivldual could be allowed to remain a t  
large in society, ~f there were not the ever present 
danger of brmging forth children in his or her own 
likeness Then, such recommended cases should 

come before a State Board of physlclans, psy- 
chiatnsts and social workers and presumably some- 
body representing the general public This board, 
with all the evldence before it, should have the final 
authority to decide I suppose that it would only 
be falr that the lndlvidual before the board should 
be represented by counsel in order to see that hls 
legal rights were safe-guarded, but it is almost cer- 
tam that sclentlsts would be exceedingly careful in 
recommendmg such a procedure 

The objection to steriluation comes very largely 
from sentimentalists, and perverted sentunentalists 
at  that It would seem to the writer that ~t was by 
far less important that an individual be deprived of 
certain functions than that boys and girls should be 
brought lnto the world doomed before their birth 
to live a life of unhappiness, disease and crime 
Even ~f society had no stake in the matter right- 
thinking sentiment ltself would cry out in behalf of 
these unfortunate creatures 

Sterilization : A Social View 

S T E R I L I Z A T I O N  as a method of deahng 
with certain types of degenerates is receivmg 

considerable attention a t  the present time The 
Eugenlsts in particular are qmte fond of recom- 
mending sterilization for the feeble-minded, the m- 
sane, the eplleptlc and certain crumnal types 
There is no doubt of the effectiveness of s t e b -  
tion from the standpomt of the e h n a t i o n  of the 
traits of the sterlllzed from the hereditary stream 
There are however, some soclal consequences of 
sterilization that need to be considered very care- 
fully before ~t is adopted generally It has ~ t s  very 
ddn i t e  hmits of usefulness Perhaps some of 
these limlts can be appreciated more readily if its 
social effects on a few of the more common types 
of degenerates for whom ~t is often recommended 
are studied, and their relations to the hfe of the 
community are s c~ t in l zed  m t h  some care 

The feeble-mmded g d  m the small commumty, 
who becomes the prey of most of the young men 
livmg there, IS quite generafly regarded by eugen- 
ists as a menace to the c o m m u t y  largely because 
of the children she is hkely to bear Mamfestly, d 
sterilized, this menace 1s removed and the eugemc 
conscience appears clear To  the soclologst t h  
vlew is too sunple The half-dozen chldren-more 
or less-that such a woman might leave hehmd her 
seem less to be feared than the demoralmng effects 

of her presence in the neighborhood I f  she is re- 
moved entirely from contact with normal hfe and 
people and properly segregated not only w d  the 
eugenlc requirements be fulfilled but her power of 
producing social degeneracy is likewise curtailed 
She cannot spread hsease throughout the commun- 
~ t y ,  she cannot set low moral standards which more 
normal people may be inched  to follow, she can- 
not be the means of developmg careless sex habits 
m her neighbors and she IS qwte hkely to  be more 
nearly self-supportmg than if left a t  large Thus 
m this case it is evldent that sterhzation is msuf- 
ficlent to cur ta l  completely the power for evll of 
such a person and it is unnecessary ~f the proper 
segregation is provided for, as thls latter deals m t h  
both the blologcal and social aspects of the case at 
the same tune 

Furthermore a t  the present tune it is not known 
exactly what l n d s  of feeble-rmndedness are hered- 
~ t a r y  Stenllzation irretrievably prevents partm- 
patlon m the bearmg of thenextgenerationand may 
do some mdlvlduals great wrong Segregation may 
do the same wrong, but after several years of segre- 
gation one may stdl be released to normal hfe and 
share m all its phases, if fuller study of one's condi- 
t ~ o n  seems to justify the gmng of freedom Segre- 
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gation for a few years does not render forever Im- 
possible fuller participation m normal hfe ~f this 
later proves feasible 

Too much emphasis should not be placed upon 
the sexual havoc often wrought in commun- 
ities by the presence of the feeble-mnded There 
are other standards which thew presence makes 
more difficult of maintenance wh~ch are fully as im- 
portant, if not more so The ideal cf family and 
individual self-support, the standards of decency m 
housing, cleanliness and modesty and the normal 
g v e  and take of neighborly mtercourse may all be 
endangered to some extent by the presence of fee- 
ble-mmded persons in the community Especially 
are the mentally normal who are on the borderline 
between soclal degeneracy and soc~al normality 
likely to be adversely ~nfluenced by those who fall 
below the commonly accepted standard of what is 
desirable 

The h e  

S t e r h a t ~ o n  of the mane  is open to some of the 
objections expressed above regardmg its use m the 
care of the feeble-mmded But m-as-much as m- 
s m t y  1s a condition which frequently does not 
mamfest itself until after the reproductive period 1s 
past, stenlization 1s not mvoked as a solutlon of the 
problem of the msane to the same extent as for fee- 
ble-mmdedness People of unstable mental make- 
up are, however, very dangerous when left a t  large 
even though they cannot reproduce They help to 
break down commumty standards, they often make 
hfe mserable for other members of them famhes 
and they frequently endanger the safety of hfe and 
property m them neighborhoods Only segregation 
can prevent these social 111s followmg from l~ l~aru ty  
m, many cases, and only under segregation can the 
work of rehabihtation be satlsfactonly carried on 
m a considerable percentage of the cases Slnce the 
proper type of segregation also prevents reproduc- 
t ~ o n  where this is necessary, it IS by all odds the most 
satisfactory method of d e a h g  mth  the Insane as 
well as the feeble-mmded Indeed, there is less 
need to argue the case of segregat~on for the insane 
than for the feeble-mmded, because ~t 1s much more 
generally beheved that ~t is harmful to have the m- 
sane at  large than is the case mth the feeble-rmnded 
It seems not d k e l y ,  however, that the facts would 
show just the opposite 

The social deterloration of commumty hfe 1s 
probably abetted more by the presence of the fee- 
ble-mmded m the schools, m the labomg groups 
and among the unemployed, than through the pres- 
ence of an equal number of mane, even though the 

feeble-mmded are sterilized The very fact that 
people are more generally aware of the danger from 
the presence of the insane than from the presence 
of the feeble-minded puts them on thew guard 
against them The feeble-minded, on the other 
hand, are often not known and not recognized as 
degenerates and thus are allowed to part~cipate in 
the normal life of the community Smce they are 
qulte generally unable to mamtain the standards 
of the rest of the community they tend to lower the 
tone of the whole and very insidiously u n d e r m e  
the Integrity of the so-called normal group As was 
said above, sterilization does not touch this very 
fundamental social problem Indeed m many re- 
spects it intensdies it and makes it more difficult of 
solution As often happens the behef m the efficacy 
of a half-cure or false cure gwes us a feeling of 
security whlch makes us insens~ble of the dangers 
we face and renders us unmllmg to take the more 
herolc measures that are really needed 

The Epdeptic 

On the whole sterihzation is more effectwe and 
valuable applied to the eplleptlc than to e~ther of 
the groups discussed above I n  a considerable pro- 
portion of the cases of epilepsy the selzure 1s short 
and infrequent, and does not seem to greatly affect 
the abhty of the person to function normally a t  
other tlmes The great desideratum m such w e s  
is to see that they do not reproduce Stenlizatlon 
of course does this, a t  the same time that it leaves 
them free to pursue them normal mode of hfe Of 
course there is bound to be considerable danger m- 
volved m havmg any one m the cornmmty who has 
all the normal desires of sex and who knows he is 
and is known to be unable to take part m reproduc- 
tion So that even among the epdeptic ~t would be 
a great mstake to place much rehance on s t e r h -  
tion as a solutlon of the problem Each case must 
certamly be considered on ~ t s  own ments and from 
all angles And ~t cannot be too strongly urged 
that the removal of the reproductive power of a 
person does not remove their power of domg great 
social mjury to the commumty 

If one beheves that people are what they are al- 
most solely because of Inherited capacities, then a 
&m behef m the efficacy of sterlllzatlon as a solu- 
tion of many problems, follows qulte naturally 
But, as a sociologst, the author beheves that m- 
herited capacities are developed through and are 
gwen dmection by, the circumstances whch sur- 
round people Naturally, therefore,  IS behef m 
the efficacy of stenhation is h t e d  and he would 
see ~t pract~ced only where ~t supplements other 
methods of treatment whch are calculated to deal 



Earth Control Reorem 

Legal Status of Eugenical Sterilization 

whole matter of sterllizatlon fits mto the 
eugenlcal problem under the headmg "differ- THE 

ential fecundity " As a matter of applied eugenics, 
it is the busmess of the state to encourage fit and 
fertlle matings among those best endowed by nature 
w t h  fine heredity qualities, and to deny marriage 
and reproduction to those who are potential par- 
ents of hereditary degenerates, even to the extent 
of providing for their compulsory sexual stenliza- 
tion By eugenical steriluation is meant the de- 
stmctlon of the physiologxal abihty of a man or 
woman to procreate or to  co^nceive offspnng, in 
cases of potential parents with mferior hereditary 
endowment 

With the male, the simplest operation is vasec- 
tomy, just about as serious as p d m g  a tooth It 
consists in removing a short section of the vm de- 
ferens or sperm duct Wlth the female, in the pres- 
ent stage of surgical knowledge, the matter IS surg- 
ically more serious It requlres the openmg of the 
body cavity, and the removal of a section of each of 
the fallop~an tubes Thus the female patient ~s sent 
to the hospltal for two or three weeks It may be 
that the surgeons w d  learn some slmpler technique, 
such as scarifymg the openmg of the fallopian 
tubes, wlthout openmg the abdominal cavity, or by 
causing permanent sterility by the use of X-rays 

Eugenwal ster~lization is for the one purpose of 
preventing reproduction of persons who would, 
according to the known facts of heredity, in 
high probability, produce degenerate offsprmg 
Several of the eugenical sterduat~on statutes pro- 
v ~ d e  for sterilization for the "benefit of the individ- 
ual and for the good of society " No sterihzation 
law 1s needed for providing for sterillzation for the 
therapeutic benefit of the individual Existmg 
s u r p a l  laws amply cover operations which inci- 
dentally might cause sexual sterihty 

The Eugemc Aspect 

But we are here concerned more wlth the eugem- 
cal than w t h  the surgcal aspect of the matter If  
~t is agreed that certam indmduals are so degener- 
ate m them hereditary properties that offspring 
procreated by them would, m h g h  probability, 
rank as defective or degenerate persons, despite the 
best efforts of medmne and education, then it would 
seem to be the duty of orgamzed society to prevent 
their reproduction I f  such prevention is accom- 
plished by mstitutional segregation-as is the case 

w t h  most modern state mstitutions-then sexual 
sterilization 1s not necessary I f ,  however, the de- 
generate mdmdual is physiologically able to repro- 
duce, and is not restramed from doing so by effec- 
tive segregation, then the surest way to prevent re- 
production would seem to be to  destroy the phy- 
siological capacity to reproduce This has been 
done in many cases 

The F m t  Stenlwatzon Law 

The first legalized eugenical sterilizat~on was the 
Indiana law of 1907 Since that time twenty-three 
different states have, a t  one time or another, en- 
acted eugenical sterillzation laws These were 
largely expermental and called forth much htiga- 
tlon The whole thmg, however, worked out m the 
direction of both legal and practical progress 
Many of the early laws had elements of pun~sh- 
ment m them It seemed, for example, to be the 
apphcation of poetic just~ce to castrate certain sex- 
perverts who had committed certam crmes agalnst 
sex I f  such sterdizat~on was not cruel, it was, at  
least, unusual But now the sterilizatlon laws are in 
no manner punitive The only motive for eugenical 
sterilization 1s to prevent the reproductzon of off- 
spring who would be endowed with such low phy- 
slcal, mental and temperamental qualities as to 
make it h~ghly probable that they would f u n d ~ o n  as 
defectives or degenerates There were many other 
features in the early laws which the courts ques- 
tioned Fmally, however, after twenty years of 
expermental legrdation, the Supreme Court of the 
Umted States, on May 2, 1927, upheld the con- 
stitutionality of the Virgin~a sterilization law m the 
case of Carrie Buck vs J H Bell (No 292, Octo- 
ber term, 1926) The Virguua law is held to be well 
wlthin the pol~ce powers of the state It IS not 
punitive It protects the rights of the mdmdual 
by due process of law, and by its use the state ex- 
ercises its now decided right to cause the sexual 
sterilizatlon of mdmdaals who, from their mdivld- 
ual and famdy hlstory evidence, would, m hgh 
probabdity, produce degenerate offspnng, if they 
produced any offspmg a t  all 

The decision of the United States Supreme 
Court marks a step of fundamental importance in 
the advance of applied eugenics m the Umted 
States The first experimental period 1s now ended 
I n  this decision the opinlon of the Supreme Court 
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was delivered by Mr Just~ce Holmes, m the course 
of which he sald 

'We have seen more than once that the pubhc welfare 
may call upon the best c~tuens  for them hves It would 
be strange ~f ~t could not call upon those who already 
sap the strength of the State for these lesser sacrfices, 
often not felt to be such by those concerned, m order 
t o  prevent our belng swamped mth ~ncompetence It 
is better for all the world, tf mstead of wa~ting t o  ex- 
ecute degenerate otrspnng for cnme, o r  t o  let them 
starve for then ~mbec~hty,  society can prevent those 
who are manifestly unfit from contlnumg thew kmd 
The principle that sustams compulsory vaccination 1s 
broad enough to cover cuttmg the Fallopian tubes 
Jacobson v Massachusetts, 197 U S 11 Three gen- 
erat~ons of lmbec~les are enough 

"But, ~t 16 said, however ~t might be ~f thls reasonmg 
were apphed generally, it falls when it 1s confined to 
the small number who are in the institutions named and 
IS not appl~ed t o  the multitudes outslde It is the 
usual last resort of constltut~onal arguments to point 
out shortcommgs of this sort But the answer IS that  
the law does all that  1s needed when it  does all that  ~t 
can, ind~cates a policy, applies i t  to all mthm the hnes, 
and seeks t o  brlng wlthm the hnes all slmllarly altuated 
so fa r  and so fast as  ~ t s  means allow Of course so far 
as the operat~ons enable those who otherwise must be 
kept confined to be returned to the world, and thus 
open the asylum t o  others, the equahty a~med a t  mll 
be more nearly reached " 

Mr Justlce Butler dissented, but dld not wrlte a 
d~ssenting opmon 

A Clear Road 
I t  1s now clear that any state m the Amencan 

Unlon can, fi ~t so deslres, enact a eugemcal stenl- 
lzatlon law whlch, based on the experlence m l e p -  
latlon, ht~gatlon and practical admmstratlon, 
would-unless specfically forbidden by ~ t s  own 
State Constltutlon-be held constltutlonal, and 
whch would reasonably be expected to ald greatly 
m solvmg the problem of herehtary degeneracy 
But too much must not be expected from eugemcal 
s t e rha t~on  I t  wdl doubtless mcrease m useful- 
ness, and mll become a powerful factor actmg m 
the dlrectlon of ~ t s  purpose, but ~t 1s only one force 
out of many whlch must converge m concerted ef- 
fort to destroy herehtary degeneracy 

I t  1s popular m some quarters to derlde expen- 
mental legslatlon and to balt law makers, but when 
s new problem 1s presented for legslatwe solution, 
the best that human msdom can do 1s to act conser- 
vatmely, but none the less courageously and expen- 
mentally, m achevmg the deslred ends The part 
whch the common law, or the so-called bdl of r~ghts, 
has played m the workmg out of a successful eugen- 

rcal stenllzatlon law 1s very stnlung, and forces the 
would-be cynic to pralse the fundamental soundness 
and usefulness of our constltutlonal law Early 
laws m the particular field were attacked on the 
ground that some were punltlve, and ~f pumtlve, 
they were cruel and unusual, and ~f not cruel, were 
at least unusual Others seemed to be bllls of at- 
tamder, others two punishments for the same of- 
fense Some early laws had to stand the test of not 
bemg ex post facto Then the matter of class l e ~ s -  
latlon, or equal protection of the laws, came m, and 
finally the whole matter of pollcy and authority 
came mn-that IS, ~t was necessary to determme 
whether sterlllzatlon for eugemcal purposes was 
well wlthln the pollce power of the state to advance 
the public welfare One by one these problems 
have been met, the old laws repealed, and new ones 
enacted m conformity wlth the requirements of the 
blll of r~ghts, as lald down by different state and 
federal courts finally, when the pumtlve element 
was left out entirely, the new bills struck dlrectly at 
them mam purpose, namely, the prevention of re- 
production of defectwes And now states have 
learned how to write laws whlch are better and more 
dlrect and effectwe for havmg stood the clarlfymg 
process of meetmg the fundamental condltlons re- 
qulred of the bdl of rlghts 

Enough experience has now been had m admmls- 
terlng the several sterll~zation laws of the Umted 
States so that, now, supported by the final legal test 
m whlch the Elghest court of the land has sustained 
the legahty of sterhzatlon, any state can, ~f ~t de- 
sires, provlde m a conservatme and legal manner 
for the sexual stenhzat~on of certam persons, whlch 
m11 operate practically m preventmg the reproduc- 
tlon of defect~ves or degenerates 

Standards Needed 

The sterhzatlon laws must set a standard for 
heredltary degeneracy They must provlde a cn- 
tenon for thelr a h s t r a t l o n  and for the courts 
I n  most of the present laws thls standard IS very 
low, so that ~t apphes only to the most patent cases 
of heredltary degeneracy A workable standard 
of probablhty of heredltary offsprmg must be set 
The law can estabhsh such a standard at  "the prob- 
ablllty that one-fourth of the offspnng would, due 
to defectwe herdty ,  functlon as soclal made- 
quates," or at "the probabhty of producmg defec- 
tlve or degenerate offsprmg greatly m excess of the 
normal probablllty " I n  the absence of workable 
Mendellan rules for computmg the probablllty of 
degenerate offsprmg, such probab~hty may be falrly 
computed by measurmg the lncldence of hereltary 
defectiveness among the thlrty or forty nearest 
blood km 
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The sltuat~on calls also for a defimt~on of de- 
generacy whlch, thanks to modern mental and tem- 
peramental measurements, and provlslons for cus- 
todlal care, can be readdy provlded, m a satlsfac- 
tory manner, by the statute The laws too must 
provlde procedure, they must descrlbe just how the 
state must take the mltlatlve In brlnglng about the 
stenl~zat~on of a potentla1 parent of degenerates 
The law must provlde adequate court procedure, 
the process being too fundamental and nnportant to 
be mtrusted to officials as a mere adrnnstratme de- 
tall Then the voluntary and compulsory elements 
must, ln a manner slmllar to the provlslons for com- 
mtment to custodial mstltut~ons, be carefully stated 
m the statute 

What Haa Been Done 

Up to July 1, 1925, In the several states, 6,224 
persons had been legally subjected to eugemcal 
stenhzat~on Admmlstratlon officers are leamng 
more about the law They are findmg out how to 
studv ped~grees wlth the mew to deterrrrrmng 
hereultary degeneracy The courts are l e a m g  
more about the purpose of the law, and are learn- 
mg how to evaluate testimony m reference to hered- 
ltary degeneracy Whde ~t is probable that, m the 
future, sound laws d provlde for compulsory 
eugen~cal stenhzatlon, ~t IS probable, too, that m 
some border-lme cases voluntary s t e r h t ~ o n  wlll 
be permitted I n  the cases of the more degenerate 
md~v~duals, who are stdl capable of reproducmg, lt 
IS most hkely that elther the state wdI have to take 
compulsory measures, or the voluntary element be 
suppbed by the guardums of the degenerates Of 
course, m case an md~vldual 19 sound personally, 
but has a h~gh ~ncldence of degeneracy m h s  near 
lun, so that his probabd~ty of carrymg degeneracy 
m a recesswe manner ~s great, the voluntary ele- 
ment may be provlded for by law The laws mll 
begm conservatively by a p p l p g  only to the most 
patent cases of herehtary degeneracy Later, as 
more experience IS had by adrrrrmstrators and the 
courts. and the states become more confident of the 
use of s t enh t lon  m preventmg degeneracy, the 
standard may be ralsed, and stdl greater portlons 
of the degenerate sechons of the populabon be pre- 
vented from reproducmg by s t e n h h o n  

Studies on the physiolog.lcal and socd  effects of 
sexual ster~llzatlon on d~fferent types of persons, of 
dfferent ages, and of each sex, were begun by the 
Eugema Record Office m 1911, and have recently 
been subjected to thorough conslderabon by Mr 
Paul Popenoe, workmg m collaboration mth Mr 
E S Gosney of Pasadena, Cahfoma These stu- 
&es have been made, first-hand, on cases h t o r ~ e s  of 
long standmg m Cahfoma mstltut~ons, where so 

many persons have been legally sterllmd on ac- 
count of hereditary degeneracy Them findmgs 
seem to lndlcate that the fears of sexual ster~llzatlon 
on account of undesirable physlologlcal and soclal 
consequences are largely unfounded Thew pub- 
llcat~ons are glvmg the data and analysls by whlch 
they have arr~ved at thls conclusion 

The legal aspect of the matter has a close parallel 
mth each of three legallzed processes fist, vaccma- 
tlon No one now doubts the legal r~gh t  of the 
state to compel ~ t s  chzens to be vaccmated Thls 
may call for se~mng the md~vldual and applymg a 
very m o r  surgxal operatlon, for the process has 
been demonstrated to be a protectlon of the m&- 
vldual and of the state Slmllarly, the courts have 
held that a state may, ~f ~t choses, cause certam m- 
dlvlduals to be made sexually sterde, even though ~t 
may mply compulsory surg~cal operatlon Second, 
another legal parallel 1s found m legally takmg 
away the hberty of the mdlvldual m h own mterest 
and m that of publlc welfare by compulsory quar- 
antme A thud parallel ~s the comtrnent  to cus- 
t&l mstltutlons, where the voluntary and compul- 
sory elements are qulte parallel to those whlcb w d  
doubtless work out m s tenh t lon  Certsm m&- 
vlduals may take the n t l a t~ve  and submt to vol- 
untary confinement For others the 1mtiatlve may 
be taken by the near km, whlle the comnutment of 
others may be fought both by the mdmdual and hm 
f a d y ,  but nevertheless the state may, by proper 
court procedure, cause the comrmtrnent of the m- 
dmdual T h ~ s  IS for h s  own proted~on and for 
the protectlon of soc~ety 

The twenty years from 1907 to 1927 constituted 
the first era m successful exper~mentatlon m the ap- 
phcahon of eugemcal remedles for h e d t a r y  de- 
generacy Apphed eugemcs must operate both 
posltlvely, pmc~pally m mate selecbon, mgrabon 
control and by duencmg merentla1 fecundky, 
and negatively, prmclpally by restrlctmg reprodue- 
tlon by persons wlth mfenor h e d t a r y  endow- 
ments Eugen~cal sterhzat~on operates on the neg- 
atme slde, but ~t ~s none the less a necessary and ef- 
fecbve mstrument for eugerucal advance As a co- 
ordmate mth restncbve marnage laws and cus- 
todlal segregation, eugemcal stenhmtlon has 
demonstrated 1ts usefulness as a legal and comma- 
tlve agency for race betterment 
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Some Objections to Sterilization 

T HE prlnclple upon whlch I base my reactlon 
to a proposal for sterlllzatlon 1s that facts come 

before acts 
The heredlty and transmlsslon of mental hseases 

1s st111 an unknown country After readmg most of 
the important hterature on the subject, and after a 
good deal of personal research, I beheve that one 
may state as follows 

Concernmg mental dlseases Certam types of 
mental dlseases run In famdy groups, but the laws 
of lnherltance even m these cases, are not all under- 
stood A very large part of the mental dlseases ap- 
pear to have no mherltance whatever W e  have not 
yet reached, In the case of those mental dlseases 
whlch appear to run In famlhes, any understanding 
of thew pathology, and because we are thus m the 
dark as to the essent~al nature of these conht~ons, 
we have no basls upon whlch to work 

Concernmg feeble-mmdedness The class~cal 
and royal famlhes of feeble-mmdedness, the Nams, 
the Jukes, the Kalhkaks, have genealoges and hls- 
tones whlch are an mextrtcable rmxture of fact and 
fable It IS entlrely wrong to accept them as typl- 
cal of feeble-mmded f a d e s ,  even ~f they are fee- 
ble-mmded A study of some 800 f a d e s  m Mas- 
sachusetts m wh~ch feeble-mmdedness occurred, re- 
vealed no duplicate of any of these f a d e s  A 
study of the feeble-mmded of Massachusetts &d 
show that probably the larger part anse m per- 
fectly normal famlhes, w~thout any heredlty w h t -  
ever It also showed that there are f a d e s  m 
which feeble-rmndedness occurs for more than one 

eneratlon and m several members of the famdy % hls research, however, showed no such devastat- 
mgly h ~ g h  blrth rate or contmuous propagation of 
the feeble-mmnded as 1s universally postulated by 
those advocatmg stenhzatlon 

Regardmg epllepsy AU the later work makes 
neghglble the role of heredlty m epdepsy,,and 
shows ~t to be a bodlly disturbance, posslbly arlsmg 
on a const~tutlonal basls, but undoubtedly arismg m 
many ~nstances from disordered chermstry and 
bram lnjury The more we know of epdepsy, the 
less we talk about ~ t s  heredlty 

Regardmg crlme The behef that the c m a l  
represents a speclal type of humamty and needs to 
be dealt m th  m some extra-human way, belongs 
wlth the stagecoach and early locomotives Those 
who know cr~mlnals refuse to  g e n e r a h  about 
them, and regard them as products of the soc~al en- 
vlronrnent, of the trad~tlon of the tunes, and of 

many factors whlch are fundamentally envlron- 
mental 

Y S T A T I N G  the above, the mherltance of cer- 
tain types of mental dlseases and certain types 

of feeble-mlndedness 1s not denled, but untd we 
have more speclfic grounds to act upon, it 1s ~ d l e  to 
advance a radlcal cure I n  the first place, even ~f 
these condltlons were ~nherltable, sterlhzatlon would 
make almost no difference In the sum total of cayes, 
slnce heredlty 1s a matter of mathernatlcs, lnvolvlng 
the entlre populatlon, rather than the lndmduals 
dlrectly concerned, namely the parents and po- 
tentlal parents I f  there ls heredlty of mental dls- 
eases, the qualltles d e n t e d  are recessme, and are 
present throughout the populat~on, amongst the ap- 
parently normal as well as amongst the apparently 
slck 

Furthermore, there 1s not the shghtest chance m 
the present state of clvlllzatlon that a ster~lmat~on 
law of any scope would be enforced When the 
sunple law prohlb~tmg the sale of alcohol cannot be 
enforced m any adequate way, how can one expect 
that the commumty wlll be behlnd any mutdation 
of human bemgs for the sake of posterity There 
are great churches whose bel~ef 1s enhrely opposed 
to such methods, and even aslde from these 
churches, there are groups of mdmduals who reject 
the conclusions reached by the eugenists I am 
frank to say, wlth all the good wlll m the world to- 
ward eugemcs, that propaganda rather than re- 
search has apparently been the watchword of the 
eugemsts Preconceived oplnlons have ruled Hy-  
potheses have been estabhshed not m the spmt of 
saence as a workmg basls for research, but m the 
spmt of propaganda, from a pass~onate deslre to 
eradicate emls wh~ch need caut~ous approach and 
thorough research before ~mpetuous actlon is taken 

I f  I were a dlrector of any of the great mstltu- 
t~ons, or ~f I were one of the rlch lndlvlduals who 
contribute funds for eugenics, I would have as my 
motto, "Md~ons  for research, not a penny for 
propaganda " What we need is to know the essen- 
t ~ a l  nature of dementla praecox and of manic de- 
pressme msanlty, dlseases wh~ch run m famlhes, 
what we need IS a pathology of those types of fee- 
ble-mmded whlch apparently run m famlly groups 
Such mformat~on mll  never come from a statistical 
analysls by blologsts and field workers, ~t wdl come 
In the laboratories of the world, from men whose 
business ~t 1s to mvestlgate dlsease 
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Sterilization 
The California Experiment 

F AR the largest experience of ster~llzat~on m 
practice 1s that of Callforn~a The state law, 

passed m 1909, 1s compulsory m form but ~t 1s vol- 
untary m operation, the patlent or the patlent's 
relatives bemg asked before the operat~on 1s at- 
tempted Thls very asking permlss~on has proved 
an educational feature and from t h ~ s  and other pub- 
l ~ c ~ t y  there have come to the state ~nst~tutlons re- 
quests to be ster~lized from no mcons~derable num- 
ber of pat~ents, many entermg the hosp~tals slmply 
to have the operatlon performed 

I n  the nmeteen years the law has been In opera- 
tlon 5,000 persons have been sterilized Three-fifths 
of the total are men and four-fifths of the total 
(about 4,000) are lnsane Most of the one thou- 
sand feeble-mmded were m the Sonoma State 
Home of whch D r  F 0 Butler 1s med~cal super- 
Intendent 

Through the generosity of M r  E S Gosney of 
Pasadena, a study of the Callforma cases was mtl- 
ated ahout two years ago The research was done 
by Paul  Popenoe who has publ~shed five of a serles 
of stumes of varlous aspects of the subject * H e  
finds that the practlce of ster~hzat~on has shown a 
large mcrease smce 1920 I n  no case have any 111 
effects resulted from the operatlon to e~ther man or 
woman About one m twelve of the m a n e  m Cal- 
Iforma mst~tutlons has been sterlllzed, the 1,000 
feeble-rmnded stenhzed do not represent one- 
twent~eth of the total feeble-rmnded m the State 

I n  cases of dementla praecox and of pregnancy 
or fear-of-pregnancy psychos~s pat~ents have been 
so markedly benefited by s t e r h t ~ o n  that m these 
cases the operat~on was recognmd as therapeut~c 
rather than eugemc I n  general however, though 
m not a few cases a therapeutlc effect was observ- 
able, the patlents sterd~zed were "those whose dm- 
eases there 1s reason to beheve are most markedly 
lnher~ted or Inhentable " I n  other words the opera- 
t ~ o n  was m most cases a eugemc measure 

Some R e d t a  
A follow-up of feeble-mded pat~ents paroled 

from Sonoma br~ngs out the followmg - 
1 Taiwth~rds have satisfied a reasonable de6nltlon of 

success In t h e ~ r  attempt to hve in non-mstitut~onal 
surroundmgs 

1 The Insane 
2 The Feebleminded 
S Success on Parole after S t e h t ~ o n  of Peeblbmndcd 
4 Changes In Admhstrat~on 
5 Econornlc and Swml status of S t e d h d  Inrurne. 

Those who have not been del~nquent before commit- 
ment have a shghtly better chance to succeed om 
parole 
One In 12 of the g r l s  on parole became sexually 
dehnquent (Nme In 12 of these girls had been 
sexually dehnquent before stenl~zation ) 
There was no Instance of sexual delinquency among 
the boys on parole 
Among 2,000 feeble-mlnded and Insane women 
stenhzed, five o r  SIX were reported to cons~der them 
infertility as a possible asset, in freeing promlscu- 
~ t y  from the fear of pregnancy 
No such Instance was found among 3,000 men 
sterlhzed 
Sterlllzatlon favors the permanent stablhzat~on of 
many paroled feeble-minded p r l s  through marn- 

age 
As pract~ced In Cahfornta, parole of the feeble- 
rmnded after stenhzat~on has not tended to in- 
crease the amount of promsculty ~n the commun- 
~ t y ,  or favored the spread of venereal &senses Oa 
the contrary, ~t has helped greatly t o  reduce both 
As pract~ced In Cahfoma, stenhzat~on 1s a valu- 
able adjunct to a system of parole for the mentally 
defective 

E c m m c  Stvdiea 
N o  study has yet been made of the sterlllzed m- 

sane discharged In care of thew f a d e s  The m- 
sane are, however, made the bas~s of a study of 
soc~al and economlc cond~t~on Thls study, whcL 
IS merely suggestwe as some detalls could only be 
obtamed for a rather smaller number, tends to sug- 
gest, among other t h g s ,  that 

There 1s a great preponderance of stenhzatlons 
among those classed as economically dependent 
The largest group among the stenhzed is made up 
of unskilled laborers, the next largest of sk~lled la- 
borers 
In economlc status the stenhzed insane average 
defilutely lower than the tctal population of the 
state, and very much lower than a group of 525 
fathers of supenor children in the pubho schools 
Half of the stenhzed males fall In classes that con- 
tnbuted v~rtually no superior chlldren to L M 
Terman's study, half of the fathers of the superlor 
children are ~n classes so high as t o  be scarcely rep- 
resented a t  all among the stenhzat~ons 
There 1s three or four tmes as much mental dsease 
m the ancestry of the stenllzed Insane as  there IS 

among the ancestors of supenor chldren, and in 
( C o n t i d  ma page 07) 
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Voluntary Sterilization 

0 UR progressive agriculturists choose thew 
seed wlth greatest care, but we as a people are 

largely sowing the field of humanity with weeds 
Since soaety suffers so much from the existence 

of cacogenic persons, ~t has a nght to assume a 
vastly greater control over them than it yet has 
done As a means of preventing the reproduction 
of cacogenlc persons, mthout waitmg for society to 
lnsist upon its full rlght in the matter, the follow- 
Ing plan IS suggested - 

The plan IS to sterlhm most of those men and 
women who would consent to it Three methods of 
lnducmg cacogemc persons to consent to sterihza- 
tion are as follows - 

F m t  By reasomng and kind persuasion 
Many could be made to see that it was best for 
themselves and all others concerned 

Second By offermg the alternatme to many 
persons m prisons and other places of detention of 
remammg there or else submitting to stenlisat~on 
and g a m g  them freedom This alternative mlght 
well be offered to certain types who would be httle 
or no menace if a t  hberty in a stenle state 

T h r d  The offermg of cash payments to caco- 
genic persons who would submt to sterhzation 
The payments mlght be sums of one-hundred or 

two-hundred dollars or more Probably great 
numbers would gladly avail themselves of what 
seemed to them an opportmty , especially mlght 
thls be so if ~t were generally understood that stenl- 
nation does not necessarily cause the loss of all sex- 
ual powers The expenditure would be an exceed- 
ingly mse one Suppose the origmal Jukes couple 
had been pald one-mllion dollars and had remamed 
childless Would not the expenditure have been a 
very mse one mdeedl If  each state mamtained a 
corps of surgeons to speciahze m t h s  work, would 
no4 vast benefit soon result? 

It IS obvlous that the great majorlty of men and 
women who would submt to sterihzahon would be 
unfit for parenthood But occasionally a worthy, 
fit person, because of despondency or in order to 
secure much-needed money for dependents or for 
some other reason, mght  msh to part w~th  his re- 
productive powers H e  should of course be de- 
terred, and probably m most cases he would later 
be duly thankful Before any person, no matter 
how low he seemed, were sterhzed, permission 
should be granted by a board of at  least three com- 
petent people who had the full hstory of the per- 
son clearly m mnd  If proper care were exerc~sed, 
few mlstakes would be made 

Biology ot Population 
By JULIAN HUXLEY 

Reprmted from the N Y Twnsr 

T HE first World Conference on Population has 
just been held at  Geneva Among ~ t s  mem- 

bers were to be found economists, medlcal men, pol- 
  ti clans, social workers, lawyers, administrators, b~o- 
logists, statisticlans and geographers It was, how- 
ever, a sigmficant fact that on the scientific slde the 
conference owed its mceptlon chlefly to a group of 
biolog~sts, and that a considerable amount of its de- 
hberatlons were devoted to discussions of a biolog- 
leal character 

The fact IS symptomatic A t  last blology, from 
being in part a handrnald of medlcme, m part a de- 
scrlptive compendium mth a certam philosophical 
background, 1s commg into its own as a d e d  
sclence, whch m addltion IS the base and founda- 
tion of all the human sciences, and must be taken 

into consideration in the solutlon of human prob- 
lems The twentieth century wlll be remembered 
as the per~od when blology, pure and applied first 
came into its own 

One or two of the maln polnts that emerged 
clearly a t  the conference may be ment~oned Per- 
haps most vltal 1s the notion of optimum popu- 
lation The average man, especially m a young 
country like Arnenca, 1s apt to th~nk that the only 
desirable state of affalrs is an increasmg popula- 
tion The greater the number of inhabitants m h s  
town, hls state or hls country, the better 1s he 
pleased H e  is a booster for quant~ty But he for- 
gets that rapld population mcrease 1s a very excep- 
tional event m world h~story I t  is an affair of the 
last 150 years a t  most 
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Practically all primitive natlons have some meth- 
od of keeping thew populatlon Increase very low 
I n  addition, war, disease and recurrent famine took 
a much greater toll in past times than now 

Obviously, a high state of civilization not only 
permits but demands a greater population denslty, 
hut the recent rapid increase has at  last made the in- 
dustrial nations ask whether they are not rapidly 
hecommg overpopulated W e  are begmmg to 
realize that, from the purely economlc standpomt, 
the maximum number of people which a country 
can somehow or other support (at any gwen stage 
of the world's agricultural and mdustrial progress) 
is very much greater than the optmum number, 
m other words, that there exists a pomt beyond 
which an increase of population means a decrease in 
efficiency and prosperity, not merely to each mdivi- 
dual hut also to the country as a whole 

I t  is quite obvious that if Great Britain possessed 
a population of 4,000,000 instead of 40,000,000, she 
would be worse off than she is today, but equally 
obvious that she would also be worse off if she pos- 
sessed a populatlon of 400,000,000 

I t  is probable that England is already overpop- 
ulated An Engllsh acquamtance of mine was tell- 
ing me recently of some inquiries he had been mak- 
mng concermngr the mtrodudion Into hls busmess of 
up-to-date labor-savmg machmery for smeltmg, 
already m use m the Unlted States, in which two 
men did comfortably what had otherwise to be done 
by the hard labor of thirty, stripped to the waist 
and sweatlng H e  dld not introduce it because 
wages for unskilled labor are so low in England 
that the interest on the capltal cost would have been 
higher than the wages of twenty-eight men And 
the wages of unskilled labor are low because the 
supply of it is excessive 

Raprdlty of Increase 

The next point to remember is the rapidity, bio- 
logically speaking, with which even a small ratio of 
increase exerts its effects I n  the last century var- 
ious European countries were doubhg  their pop- 
ulation in thirty or forty years But ~f the world 
were to double its population once m every century, 
then by A D 2927 there would be more than a 
trilhon human bemgs on this planet That is a mere 
thousand years hence, and man has every reason to 
anticipate some thousands of rmhons of years m 
whlch to work out h s  terrestrial destmy 

This has at  once a bearmg on imrmgrahon prob- 
lems From countnes such as Japan and Italy we 
hear voices clairmng as a rlght that under popu- 
lated countries hke the United States, or stlll more 

Canada and Australia, shall throw their doors open 
mde instead of making ingress difficult or impossi- 
ble But if every barrier to imrn~gratlon were re- 
moved, all that would happen would be that the 
vacant spaces would fill up in 50 or 100 years in- 
stead of in 200 or 300 years, and that the countries 
that sent the emgrants would merely have got rid 
of their surplus and remam as overcrowded as they 
were before 

After the speech of M Albert Thomas, head of 
the International Labor Office at Geneva, to the 
conference I t h d  all present realized that the 
Umted States or Australia has precisely the same 
right to demand that the populat~on-exporting 
countries should take steps to lower their birth rate 
as each has to demand an open door from the popu- 
lation-importing nations The matter thus be- 
comes one of give and take, to which the biologist 
adds hls word of cautlon, "Go slowly " 

I n  face of these'facts it was mterestmg to see the 
reactions of the representatives of different coun- 
tries to the universal phenomenon of the fallmg 
birth rate I n  general, the Enghsh and Amencans 
halled it mth a slgh of rehef, while the French and 
Belgians and, to a certam extent, the Italians re- 
garded lt as a danger to be fought at all costs The 
Germans, on'the other hand, seemed divided on the 
question 

I noticed mth some interest, not unmixed with 
surprise, that one very relevant fact was not even 
mentioned namely, that the birth rate of France is 
almost   den tical mth that of Great Britam The 
difference between their rates of mcrease is almost 
wholly due to the fact that France has a higher 
death rate, especially among babies If France 
wants a blgger population, improvement of sam- 
tation and pubhc health, mth infant-welfare cen- 
tres, m11 do far more than propaganda or prlzes for 
large farmlies 

Another point a t  whlch biology vltally touches 
our problem is that of the quahty of population 
Mr Lidbetter gave an lmpresslve demonstration, 
from patiently collected pedigrees, of the way in 
which mental and physlcal defect runs in famihes, 
and how a qute  small measure of negative eugenlcs 
could enormously reduce the burden of defective 
hurnamty which the race has to carry on its shoul- 
ders, as well as the burden of suffermg borne by 
the defectives themselves 

Here agam, however, the contrast of views was 
stnkmg Several sociolog.lsts of the older school 
declared that the ~mprovement of social conditions 
would by itself solve the problem and get n d  of 
the defects There is, on the other hand, every bio- 



logical reason to  suppose that t h s  would merely ac- 
centuate the gulf between those able and those un- 
able to profit by the improvement The obvious ef- 
fects to be produced by improving education and 
environment have prevented the average man from 
reallzing the great differences In potentlahty, due 
solely to the mevocable fate of heredlty that exists 
between one human being and another 

Then comes the question of dlfferentlal fertlllty 
W e  are passing through a phase, apparently unlque 
In the world's hlstory, durlng whlch, m almost all 
cmlized natlons, the dlfferent classes of the com- 
inunlty are multlplymg at different rates The in- 
tellectual and profess~onal classes are reproducing 
themselves least rapldly, and m each generation 
must be recrmted from other groups, unskilled 
labor multiphes fastest, and the other groups show 
mtermedlate rates inversely proportional to thew 
economlc pos~tlon Thls dlfferentlal fertility of 
dlfferent economic and soclal groups has ansen 
only during the last sixty or elghty years 

The questlon a t  once arlses whether there IS any 
hereditary difference m the average endowments, 
physlcal or mental, of the dlfferent classes, for ~f 
so, the lnherlted character of the populatlon will 
be changmg from generatlon to generatlon Pro- 
fessor Carr-Saunders, after a detailed and cauti- 
ous renew of the situation, came to the conclusion 
that, whle the sltuatlon was not nearly so bad as 
some eugenlsts had pamted it, nevertheless it could 
not in m y  circumstances be a favorable one, and 
was m all probability altermg the average lnnate 
qualities of the human race for the worse 

An extremely interestmg state of affam was 
revealed for pst-w* Stockholm by D r  Edm 
Here careful investigation has shown that pre-war 
condltlons have been entlrely reversed, so that now 
the higher economlc classes have the hlghest rate of 
increase This 1s probably to be m large part 

ascnbed to labor and Soclal~st propaganda m fa- 
vor of famlly llnutation 

The Roman Cathohc Church 
Thls brings us up  against one of the burlung 

practical questlons tangled up with the general 
problem of population The Roman Cathollc 
Church officially pronounces contraception to be m 
itself immoral and smnful, for whatever end ~t be 
practiced, and thls new 1s shared by many of other 
persuasions The practlce 1s under legal and po- 
lltical anathema m France, Belgium and Italy 

On the other hand, to a great number of other 
equally slncere persons, thls same practlce appears 
as a sacred Promethean g f t ,  by which man, ~f he 
mu, can control hid destlny , and, m addition, there 
are many who, for practical reasons of hygene or 
economcs, would msh to encourage ~t 

Personally I regard thls as one of the blg polhco- 
rel~aous questlons of the near future It has been 
drlven underground in the past, but is now comlng 
more and more mto the open 

I do not know how condltlons are m the Unlted 
States, but in England there 1s no doubt that fear 
of the loss of Catholic votes has made the Labor 
Par ty  drop the subject llke a hot brlck But they 
mll not be allowed to let ~t he 

These are but a few of the toplcs discussed at  the 
conference I have had no tlme to mention the 
physlologlcal side, nor the interesting but obscure 
problems ralsed by Professor Pearl's theones con- 
cernlng b101oglcal laws of populatlon growth The 
conference was certamly of great value in bnng- 
mg together a large number of experts m dlff erent 
branches, and in airmg differences m pant of new 
It mll have been of stdl greater servlce if lt re- 
minds publlc opiruon that by far the most urgent 
human problems demanding regulation m the next 
century are those arislng dlrectly out of the bhnd 
blologlcal urge of reproduction-the problem of 
quantity and quahty of populatlon 

Dream 

IT 1s earth keeps me whatever I have s a ~ d  Longng to sleep, I serve her passion best 
Whatever I have sworn I shall go back to her 

She m11 claim every wanderer, God knows I am marrled to her whatever I sa~d, 
She wtll bnng every lover to her bed And you are a dream, and I am dreammg all thls 

When I am tired I feel her hand on my breast I shall wake to her wild k~ss,  

Welgh like a sdence where your hand has tossed Her breasts of gramte, her thlghs of mud Instead 

Love me, or I am lost --GEORGE H DILLON ln The Wo7u Tomorrow 
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STERILIZATION 
Letters from Mothers Who Want to Know 

Among the m n y  letters that corn t o  w askrng for Bwth Contrd, there as every nom and then 
one that aaka qwtrons  about s t & a t m  I n  most cares the &as of the wntera coneermng the opera- 

twn are hasy, and often they seem to be -re that they c d  &l the relwf they seek by the less 
draatcc methad of Bwth Control But occmoMUy there are caaer where *t as perfectly c h r  that a 
wonuna s h o d  never agavn bear a chdd, n t h  because another bwth would mean death, or b e c w e  the 
stock has been r h o m  to be cmdesarable, and the mother w hurnfied a t  the &a of bearrng more defective 
children I n  these caaer, d a t d z a t i o n  were eaaly accesaabb on a voluntary b a s ,  there would be c m -  
p!.ete freedom from whut olae womrvn descdes  aa "that t e r d l c  worry", and socwty would be entrrely 
rebeued of the porsrbaZaty of more defectnw to b e  corned by the commm~ty Such ktters w theae 
rholo the wed of properly guarded m a n r  of v o h t a r y  stedssatwm, an &twn to tlre muny lawn that 
prm& for cmpu.laory rteriZreatwn of d e n g ~ t e d  claasea 

Hankering After Relief 
South C a r o b  

I want to ask you a questlon W ~ l l  you please explaln 
what klnd of an operation ~t IS to be stenhzed and can any 
Doctor perform ~ t ?  I am the mother of three children and 
m11 be the mother of the fourth m about two months I 
have just got out of bed mth  a spell mth my hdneys I 
can hardly drag around I have an awful bad tune when I 
am pregnant, I swell awfully bad, I can hardly get on any 
shoes o r  stoclunp o r  anythlng else I don't feel hke ~t 
would be a am t o  t r y  t o  do something to keep from gettlng 
pregnant, ~f I hve t o  get through t h s  tlme Do you thlnk 
so? I d l  thank you for any advlce you can gwe me 

Sterilization or Btrth Control ? 
New York 

I am 23 years old, I have been marned 5 years, I am 
the mother of 3 hnng  children, the oldest 4 years old, and 
have had 2 mlscarnages since the b ~ r t h  of my last chlld 
The two miscarriages have been harder on my health than 
the blrth of two ch~ldren would have been I haven't as 
yet recovered from the last one My doctor is one of the 
best surgeons here and has attended me ln all my illness 
slnce childhood, says I must submlt to an operation as a 
means of preventing pregnancy or else lose my hfe in a 
few short years I am affected mth anemla, my father 
havlng died with permcious anemia, and I also have weak 
lungs In  fact there 1s no organ in my body that Isn't 
weakened I have asked my physician repeatedly for m- 
formation concemng a means of preventing pregnancy 
but he absolutely refuses t o  help except to operate 

I would so love t o  hve and ralse the three bables I have 

In  my present state of health I doubt very much ~f I would 
survlve an operation, beades a t  my age, only 23, I do so 
hate to submlt to one 

Surely there is help for  me Could you, mll you, send 
me lnformatlon concerning a means of Blrth Control Is  
there anythlng you could tell me, or send me, or that you 
could tell me to get? I would be only too glad t o  pay you 
for ~t ~f you would only help me 

If there IS any help you can gwe, words mll never be 
able to express my thankfulness 

"Sentenced to be Sterilized" 
Cahfoma 

Belng that you understand these thlngs I msh t e  ask 
your advlce I'm a woman of twenty-five years of age 
Have been marned for six months On account of a brok- 
en leg I couldn't go through my first motherhood so I con- 
sulted a doctor He  took down all my aliments, whch 
consists of the effects of scarlet fever I have a s t 8  knee 
whlch was caused from operations and the d~sfigunng of 
the knee-cap Then I have a spell which caused me to 
sleep more than normal, that  1s I have to All this is 
caused from the scarlet fever, thirteen year ago When 
I got through telling the doctor all th~s ,  he sentenced me 
t o  be sterilized Being a poor glrl and as I don't quite 
understand thls stenhzing business, I went to another doc- 
tor who helped me out of the pregnancy I also asked her 
what she thought of ~t and she had Meren t  Ideas alto- 
gether I've tned to make thls as short as possible and If 
you would be kmd enough to answer thls, I would appreci- 
ate ~t ever so much 
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lnforrnation Wanted 
Ilhnols 

I want t o  ask you a questlon about s tenhat ion I 
am not well and have too little boys, so we do not want 
any more How can a woman or  man be stenhzed? 

If a woman is stenlized, does it depnve her of sexual 
deslre or expression? What is the best way to be stenl- 
ized? Does ~t hurt a woman's health? 

Please answer soon as I want to know nght away 

Husband Favors Sterilizatron 
Oh0 

My husband is very much for the operation of stenhza- 
tlon for men as he thlnks I have gone through mth  enough 
and he is wllhng to go through thls minor operatlon him- 
self We have two boys and one prl and he 1s sure we 
can't keep any more the way we want t o  bnng the chlldren 
up, but I want to make sure ~ u s t  what this operation that 
IS only an office call wlll be hke I don't want him to gwe 
up what all men enjoy, them manhood and I can't just 
make myself think what ~t would be hke 

I am lacking in the really satisfied state, slnce our last 
two children were born m fact I almost dread to thlnk of 
being Interested, but I love my husband dearly and must 
do thls to keep his love 

Is a Surgeon Restricted? 
Oklahoma 

I wrote the Supenntendent of the State Insane Asylum 
ef Oklahoma statmg that I have an uncle and a cousm, 
both on my fathers slde, that are lnsane of which he has a 
record of slnce they are both in that mstltutlon and are 
both hopelessly ~ncurable H e  states m hls letter that 
there is no danger and no need of my being alarmed, but 
I don't care t o  run any more nsk and a m  t o  have the op- 
eratlon performed ~f I have t o  do lt myself 

I want t o  know ~f you can advlse me where I can get ~t 
done, or ~f you can tell me the necessary steps t o  take to 

a surgeon to perform the operation, or if you have 
the authority to gwe them pemsslon, thereby freelng 
them from legal proceedings If ~t 1s necessary that I 
make affidavit to this I will do so upon request 

A Case for Bwth Control 
Vlrgma 

I have no dlsease but I have other troubles that are most 
as bad and would Lke to know how I m g h t  be made sterlle 
I have three h t t ~ e  chlldren, a paralytic father-in-law and 
an  lnvahd mother-in-law and I do all my work lncludlng 
the sewing for us and I feel that another httle baby would 
be disastrous I am sure you mll agree m t h  me in saylng 
I need thls informat~on 

What Kind of Operation? 
New York 

Will you please enhghten me on stenlizatlon? Is  ~t an 
easler operation for the husband or wlfe, and can you tell 
me the name of some hospltal around my home where they 
will perform the operation? 

I spoke t o  my physician, but he Isn't m favor of Birth 
Control, and so would not tell me, so I told h m  I stood for 
it first, last and all the time and d he wouldn't tell me 
I would get the lnformatlon elsewhere 

Will you tell me as a member of The Amencan Birth 
Control League, is the operatlon of a senous nature? 

"Free of the Terrible Worry" 

My last pregnancy nearly killed me I went t o  a Chi- 
cago hospital for the dehvery and had tmhght sleep, I felt 
I could not get through any other way-the doctor said 
my organs refused t o  work I guess there was no labor 
a t  all-the baby was very frall but mth the good care a t  
the hospltal, managed t o  hvd SIX weeks Ten days after 
dehvery I had to be operated on for appendtclt~s and had 
my tubes tled-so now I am free of that temble worry, 
but ~t has taken me almost a year t o  recover from that 
ordeal 

Your work IS splendrd and I would do anythmg t o  help 
the cause, but that baby and operat~on cost $300, not to 
mentlon hospltal b~lls, railroad fare, etc , so you can un- 
derstand that I am unable just now t o  help finanelally 

Last Sunday I was talkmg t o  a young mother who had 
a new baby twenty days old - the next one fourteen 
months, the oldest two years' 

Is it a Serious Operation? 
South Dakota 

We would hke to know more about stenhzation-wheth- 
er ~t 1s a senous operation, whether expensive, by whom ~t 
may be performed Would you advlse i t ?  

Which is ~t the most senous for, the husband or wife? 

Birth Control Preferable Here 

I don't quite understand m what way a man or woman 
could be stenlized So I'm asking your assistance to en- 
hghten me on this subject 

I have two children and I would very much appreciate 
your advlce For  I cannot afford to bnng any more chd- 
dren Into the world not wanted 
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Birth Control 

I T I S  an mjustlce to both parents and chld to 
brmg an unwelcome baby mto the world Most 

people find life hard enough at best, without bemg 
an unwelcome child in any home, and more so m a 
poverty-stncken one 

Some have feared that if Birth Control knowl- 
edge were gven to the world, there would be no 
more babies, and unbridled lust become rampant 
Is  fear the chief ingredient of vlrtue and morality? 
If so, we may as well expunge the two words from 
our dictionaries, and write F E A R  in large letters 

People want homes and bables, but want them 
under proper cond~tions-the best conditions that 
our civilization makes posslble, and restriction of 
propagation of the unfit 1s the first step m makmg a 
place for those of better birth 

The 60 per cent of our population who are of 13- 
year-old mtellects breed proportionately faster 
than the normal 40 per cent, because m them lust 
and nature take their course, mthout the restric- 
tions of modern mtehgence From them come the 
vast arnues of crinunal and Insane Many of the 
60 per cent do not know enough to take proper care 
of themselves, much less to care for their chlldren, 
even when they have enough money, if mtehgently 
expended, for a comfortable hvmg, and the lack of 
money easily pushes them mto the cr~rmnal class 

UR F I R S T  S T E P  in racial uphft ~s teachzng 0 Bvth Control, thur limtrng the wnfit 
The second is eugemcs-the art of breedmg up, 

teachmg those fitted to bear chlldren how to have 
the best babies posslble, teadung them the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of herehty and of proper 
care and trammg of the chdd m the right kmd of 
home Lack of judicious home trammg 1s a large 
factor m the production of crmmals 

Who have a right to bear chddren? Any couple 
who want them, if they are healthy, mtelhgent and 
financially able to properly care for them 

Very few couples want children the first few 
years of thev married hfe, they want to become ad. 
justed to each other's pecullaritm of temperament, 
and found a home, and m tune they mll welcome 
their children, if not, they should not have any I t  
would be rank mjustlce to all mvolved ~f they &d 

Home is the best place on earth! I f  a couple de- 
fer marriage tdl late m hfe, they become used to 
drifting about alone, become selfish, conceited, and 
unyielding Far better to marry while young, while 
adaptations are easler, they can nest budd, and 

honey moon till the good pals become wlse enough 
for parentage T h s  honey moon home would be 
the salvation of many of our young people, physi- 
cally, mentally, morally, and financially 

T H A S  B E E N  sald that "the use of contracep- I trves is sord~d and repugnant'' Possibly true, but 
honorably aesthetic when compared with over- 
breedmg, ill-health and poverty 

Someone has said "In the eyes of God birth pre- 
vention must be as heinous a crime as wilful mur- 
der " Follow the thought! Every spermatozoid 
must be supphed mth an ovum, which is impossi- 
ble Furthermore, the greatest cnmmals must be 
those who lead continent lives, yet they pride them- 
selves on their virtue 

The same writer says "Is not the life of an un- 
born child as sacred as that of an adult'" A stu- 
dent of history will search long for any evidence of 
the sacredness of life, either remote or modern 
Ancient hstory 1s page after page of war, theft and 
rape, men, women, and chlldren killed, virgms tak- 
en captive, and trophies carted away Modern his- 
tory is the same Our daily papers show us that 
human llfe is the cheapest thmg on the market 
Babies are gwen away or deserted, but dogs, chic- 
kens, and pigs are sold, and a pehgree goes w~th 
them 

0, LIFE m ' t  sacred, never has been, never 
d be till Brth Control has taught the world 

that ideal motherhood means welcome babies Then 
and only then, are mother and babe sacred, and 
home a sanctuary Forced motherhood and un- 
welcome children are pitlful and heartbreakmg 

Forget medieval superstitions-go about your 
city mth open eyes and mmd-go to the police 
court for three days-go to the baby homes-to the 
crowded tenement districts-to the factories, then 
answer the question I s  Birth Control a Crune' 
If  you can see strmght and your bram IS function- 
mg properly, you wdl say 'Birth Control is an 
mperative need m world progress and utlhtarian 
ciml~zatlon ' Scrub stock has been replaced by 
thorobreds m the barn, now let us do some selectwe 
breedmg for the human f amdy 

"He who IS begotten m true love, and comes wel- 
comed mto hfe, ~s of immaculate conception " 

Sterilize those not fitted to propagate, and teach 
Blrth Control, which leads to sacred motherhood 
and welcome hldren, and Amenca shall lead the 
world 
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TO ASCERTAIN the opanron of a selected lut  of snen 
whose work entrtles them to rank as mthontres, we sent 
out a letter to whrch these are s o m  of the repbes 

A FAMOUS PHYSICIAN 

Your letter of J a n  3rd last 1s to hand If I understand 
you nght, your quest~on may be restated somewhat as 
follows -Is ~t advisable to stenllze persons mth  grave en- 
docnne defects that transmlsslon of such defects to the 
o l spnng  may be avolded? T o  t h s  I should say, ~f the 
endocme defects are congen~tal, Yes, c e r t a d y  

Many c m n a l s  and congemtal defectives, however, 
have only secondary dworders or  none a t  all of the en- 
docnne class, and your questlon la only a part  of the gen- 
eral questlon of stedzatlon of the unfit 

As to  the general quest~on I should also say, Yes, cer- 
talnlyf But the Eugemsts and Psychatmts  mll never 
get anywhere tdl they do far  more than thls The methods 
of the dog fancler and cattle breeder mll have to  be ap- 
phed ~ t h k s ~ l g  t o  human bree*, and a class of pro- 
fesslonal mothers and fathers ml1 have to  be mdca l ly  
selected and governmentally authorized before any defirute 
raclal mprovement ensues Other people mght  be al- 
lowed t o  marry freely, and enjoy all the physlcal and 
splntual sa t~sfact~on of love, but should not be p e m t t e d  
to  produce chddren 

Among the conventional seven-e~ghths of the popula- 
tlon, whose prejudices are baked hard, such a plan as t h s  
would ralse a long-drawn and deafemg howl, and-m 
short, I mlght conclude mth S1r Thomas More that 
"There are many thlngs m Utopla whlcb I rather hope 
than expect to see adopted m mlne own  country^" 

WILLIAX N BEBKELEY, M D 

A UNNERSITY PRESIDENT 

In many ways your letter of the 21st, c o n c e m g  Stenl- 
lzatlon Legdatlon, 1s d15cult to  answer T h s  1s not the 
case because of lack of Interest in the matter on my part, 
but because ~t 1s d15cult to generahze I n  general, I be- 
heve, however, that we can afford to progress along the 
hnes of voluntary sterlhzatlon as far as pubhc. support 
mll take us C m n a l s  should most decidedly be lncluded 
under t h s  type of lepslatlon At  the same tlme, I be- 
heve that we should proceed wlth great cautlon In compul- 
sory stenluat~on untll economlc pressure becomes sufficl- 
ent to dnve pubhc opnnon wholesale m that mrectlon I 
do not see that anyone can possibly determine what was 
behmd state declslons agamst earher stenhzatlon laws I 

magme that Interference mth personal hberty loomed 
much larger as an unfavorable argument than &d elther 
the actlvlty of the Cathollc church or fear of abuse As 
a general thmg, I feel that the Amencan people a t  present 
need merely the facts of blolopcal and soclolopcal find- 
mgs rather than propaganda for any type of lepslatlon 
I do not beheve that any of us can prevent the appear- 
ance of an economc cnsls In the not very dutant future 
but I feel that we should bend our enerpes more toward 
spreadmg the truth than attempting to  influence what 
must be of necessity imperfectly conce~ved lepslatlon 

WRITER, LECTURER, RADICAL 

Theoretically I beheve m stenhzatlon of the subnormal 
Practically I am afra~d-perhaps mcreasmgly afraid- 
of the ghastly rmstakes that mght  be made by those to  
whom we would entrust the power Not onlg would the 
prejumce agamst rahcala to whlch you refer enter mto 
the p~cture but also all sorts of other prejuhces of s 
rahcal sort I have actually known cases m whch sclence 
or alleged sclence has been a cloak for a very refined type 
of brutahty When Powers Hapgood was suddenly sent 
by the pohce of Boston to  a psychopathic ward he got out 
promptly because he had fnends I have known a t  least 
one other case where a rad~cal pnsoner was not so lucky 

Now before I become a practical advocate of s t enha-  
tlon I mll have to  be convlnced that the soclal good ~t does 
WIU outwelgh the mevltable nsks Those nsks can be 
greatly reduced but not removed altogether under any law 
Have you a model law m mmd? Have you any substantial 
body of expenence to gude  you? What I fear m the 
present stage of our development mth regard to any law 
18 that e~ther ~t wdl be a dead letter because of the general 
reluctance to  pve  such power over human bemgs or  that 
~f that reluctance &sappears and our present class and 
raclal prejumce perslst some very ternble thmga mll be 
done under the sanctlon of t h a  law m the name of science 

You see I am defimtely one of those whose doubts you WIU 
have to  remove 

Nos- THOMAS 

AN AUTHORITY ON PLANT BREEDING 

Nov 20, 1927 
So far  as I can mscover from my contacts and from D r  

Laughhn's summary pubhshed by The Amencan Eugenlc 
Soclety, I am convmced that stenluatlon lepslatlon is the 
only effectwe method of deahng w~th certam elements ~n 
our population by way of keeping them down numerically 
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Of course I do not beheve in ~t except as a eugemc meas- 
ure Some states use ~t in part  as pun~shment I am op- 
posed to this For  feeble-mnded and insane, whether a t  
Large o r  m institutions hable to turn them out Into the 
populat~on again, I beheve ~n compulsory ster~lizatlon 
F o r  certam types of criminals, I thmk t h s  should also 
be used--that is c h r o w  crnnsnulr As to some of the 
other classes lncluded by the laws of some states-such as 
raplsts, certain types of syphihtics and other degen- 
erates, I am not qual~fied to judge whether ~t is des~rable 
to ~nclude them The Iowa law mth ~ t s  amendments 1s a 
very s tnct  one But no such laws should be put on the 
statute books of any state unless they are ready to use 
them It 1s deademng to pass such laws and let them he 
unused, as some states seem to have done 

OBLAND E WHITE 

A PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY 

You ask my oplmon of stenlizat~on leqslation I will 
say that I do not cons~der that I am an authonty on the 
subject but that people in whom I have confidence have 
been so favorably unpressed that I am thoroughly for 
such legxslatlon 

E A Ross 

A GREAT WRITER ON S E X  PSYCHOLOGY 

As regards stenlizat~on, I have nothmg of importance 
t o  add to what I s a ~ d  seventeen years ago in Vol VI of my 
Studes, pp 611-616 I stdl thmk ~t a proceedmg which 
1s often des~rable But I am not m favor of making ~t 
capdmry  a t  present It ought not to be mnillcted as a 
sort of pumshment, but accepted freely by the subject, or 
those responsible When t h s  1s done there 1s no need for 
any speclal leqslat~on, and ( ~ n  oppos~tion t o  D r  Laugh- 
lm) I am agalnst any such special leg~slat~on. When 
adopted as a contraceptive by men who, for one reason 
o r  another, do not des~re more chddren and msh to make 
mtercourse absolutely safe, ~t 1s extremely sat~sfactory 
I know of vanous professional men in the U S A who have 
adopted t h ~ s  method, and they are very pleased mth the 
results, as  are t h e ~ r  mves 

A QUOTATION FROM ELLIS 

It (castratlon) was first advocated merely as a puu~sh- 
ment for cnm~nals, and especially sexual offenders, by 
Hammond, Everts, Lydstvn and others From t h ~ s  point 
of vlew, however, i t  seems to be unsat~sfactory and per- 
haps ~ l l eg~ t~mate  In  many cases castratlon 1s no pumsh- 
ment a t  all, and indeed a positwe benefit In  other cases, 
when inflicted aga~nst  the subject's mll, ~t may produce - 

*It is under the headlng of Castrat~on, but of course, actual Cas- 
tration ia neither necessary nor desirable 

very disturbing mental effects, leadmg m already degen- 
erate or unbalanced persons to ~nsamty, c m n a h t y ,  and 
ah-social  tendencies generally, much more dangerous 
than the ongxnal state Eugenlc considerat~ons, whwh 
were later brought forward, constitute a much sounder 
argument for castration, m this case the castration is 
carned out, by no means In order t o  ~ n f l ~ c t  a barbarous 
and degradmg pumshment, but, with the subject's con- 
sent, in order t o  protect the comrnunlty from the nsk of 
useless or m~schievous members 

The fact that castratlon can no longer be properly 
cons~dered a punlshment, 1s shown by the posslblhty of 
dehberately seekmg the operatlon slmply for the sake of 
convemence, as a preferable and most effectwe subst~tute 
for the adopt~on of preventwe methods in sexual ~nter-  
course Equitable, pract~cal, and scientific methods of 
castrat~on have been advocated, not involmng the removal 
of the sexual glands or organs, and not as a pun~shment, 
but simply for the sake of protectmg the community and 
the race from the burden of probably unproductwe and 
posslbly dangerous members 

It 1s scarcely possible, ~t seems to me, to mew castration 
as a method of negatwe eugemcs w ~ t h  great enthusiasm 
The recklessness, moreover, wlth wh~ch it is sometmes 
proposed t o  apply it by law--omng no doubt to the fact 
that it 1s not so obv~ously repulsive as the less radical pro- 
cedure of abortion+ught to render us very cautious We 
must, too, d~smlss the Idea of castratlon as a pun~shment , 
as such it is not merely barbarous but degradmg and IS 

unhkely t o  have a beneficial effect As a method of nega- 
tlve eugemcs it should never be carned out except wlth 
the subject's consent The fact that In some cases ~t 
m~ght  be necessary to enforce seclus~on ~n the absence of 
castration would doubtless be a fact exertlng tnfluence in 
favor of such consent, but the consent 1s essential lf the 
subject of the operatlon 1s to be safeguarded from degrad- 
a t ~ o n  A man who has been degraded and embittered by 
an enforced castratlon mght  not be dangerous t o  poster- 
ity, but mlght very casdy become a dangerous member of 
the soclety m whch he actually hved With due precau- 
t~ons  and safeguards, castratlon may doubtless play a 
certaln part  m the elevation and improvement of the race 

HEAD OF SCHOOL FOR RETARDED CHILDREN 

w H I L E  I agree heart~ly that the feeble-mnded- 
those of them, that is, who are not undersexed and 

therefore present no problem-should not have children, 
I very much fear any general pohcy of forc~ble stenhza- 
t ~ o n  I do not thnk  our inst~tution 05clals are as a class 
of a h ~ g h  enough type to be glven thls blanket power to 
stenhze Inc~dentally I am amazed a t  the argument for 
stenbzat~on based upon the assumpt~on that feeble-mind- 
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edness and ~nsanlty are In most cases heredty tamts 
That  they are somet~mes h e r d t a r y  I do not doubt But 
m my expenence of many years mth  handcapped chd- 
dren I have found more whose condltlon was not hered- 
tary, and I have found, m chlldren whose mental retarda- 
t ~ o n  is due t o  prenatal shock, t o  hemorrhage a t  b ~ r t h  or 
shortly after or t o  other lnjunes caused by the forceps, 
t o  such dseases as sleepmg sickness or lnfantlle paralysis, 
much the same t r a ~ t s  as m those whose condtlon was m- 
hented 

Nor do I belleve that s ter~hzat~on wdl ever fully solve 
theproblem of segregation, among many other reasons be- 
cause one great object of segregation is to reheve the nor- 
mal from the hfelong stram of providmg for themselves 
and them children and a t  the same time acting as atten- 
dant, day and night, of one who 1s a perpetual child 

BERNARD CADWALLADER 

Three contnbetwnu to the S y m p o s m  are a n o n y m  
The $rat contnbetor d d  not w h  to nwolve hra orgama-  
trms The other two d d  not feel weU enough wzfonned 
to gave opnrons oaer thew cnm, vmmea 

A CRIMINOLOGIST 

I regret that I know too httle about b~ology and par- 
t~cularly about herehty, to venture on a contnbutlon to 
your symposlua I beheve that we are on our way t o  a 
knowledge of these matters whlch w~ll  soon make ~t seem 
wise and desirable to resort to methods of stenhzatlon, 
but ~t does not seem t o  me that the present state of our 
knowledge is such as  to jus t~fy the adoptlon of such a 
pohcy a t  the present tlme 

A PSYCHIATRIST 

There are two s~des  t o  the questlon of stenhzat~on I 
beheve that all who des~re t o  be stenhzed should have the 
nght-that there should be no law whch pmhlb~ts or 
whlch can be mterpreted t o  proh~blt stenhzatlon As for 
compulsory stenhzatron of the unfit such a pohcy should 
not be entered on widely untd we know more than we do 
about the mhentance of insamty and feeblemindedness We 
already know that a large percentage of msamty is not 
inheritable The only ~ustificatlon of wholesale s t e n h a -  
tlon of this class IS that they are ~n no condtion to furnlsh 
them chddren support or a good home envlronment and 
that the stram of respons~b~hty may lncrease them own 
abnormakty 

In  the case of the feeblemmded also, t h ~ s  argument of 
mabhty t o  raise a f a d y  properly IS f a r  more t ekng  
than the argument of hered~ty We need much more thor- 
oughgoing research than has been done, before we shall be 
able to say what proport~on of feeblemindedness 1s due to 

mhentance and what t o  ennronment, to acc~dents a t  birth 
and t o  many other causes 

Certam types of the feeblemmded such as  Mongohans 
are undersexed and offer no senous problem Of the rest, 
those who are as h~ghly sexed as normal persons and not, 
hke the normal, pf ted m t h  judgment and self restraint, 
~t may be sald that whde the danger of rape followed by 
chddblrth 1s bad, so too is the advantage that normal men 
sometmes take of a feeblemmded woman known t o  be 
stenhzed Such a woman has been known t o  become a 
local prost~tute and carner of venereal daeaae There 1s 
also danger that the htgher types of feeblermnded men and 
women, reahzmg that pregnancy mll not follow them 
acts, will become promscuous and a menace t o  young 
people 

Whde I agree that chlldren should be born only to those 
who can furn~sh them both a good mherltance and a good 
home, I feel that l e g d a t ~ o n  on thls subject has been too 
headlong Certainly the crop of wholesale compulsory 
ster~l~zatlon laws wh~ch were passed a t  first were not mse 
It 1s a notable fact that among those of the general pubhc 
who most rigorously supported these laws were Funda- 
mentalists, Kukluxers, supporters of Blue Laws and many, 
~f not most of them, were Samsts mth  a castrat~on com- 
plex The adm~nwtration of these laws was often put In 
the hands of officials of a low type Perhaps the era of 
that type of law IS passlng, a t  any rate ~t must pass be- 
fore it mll be poss~ble t o  support stenhzation legmlation 
wlth any enthus~asm The law of the future should not be 
compulsory, ~t should be based on mde research and ~t 
should be adm~nistered by experts and not by local medrcal 
men and pol~ce 

A RADICAL 

I am not familmr enough wlth the arguments for and 
agamst stenhzation to be wllhng to be quoted pubhcly by 
name I n  general I am opposed to the exerclse of such 
a power by the State It 1s subject t o  grave abuse and 
the errors of judgment ~nherent m our defic~ent knowledge 
of herehty and of dlseaae I am totally opposed t o  ~ t s  ap- 
phcat~on t o  so-called cnmnals Restncted to the feeble- 
minded of low grades and t o  the hopelessly msane, and un- 
der a carefully protected system of adrmmstratlon, ~t has 
obvlous soclal ment But even 1n such cases, adequate m- 
stltutlonal care and segregation would accomphsh the 
same results For those who could hve without institu- 
tlonal care, and yet who are hopelessly dlseased m hered- 
 table mental dsorders, ~t 1s less an evd than ~nstltutlons 
But even so, voluntary rather than compulsory treatment 
should be used wherever posslble 

I have not heard of the use of s t e h a t l o n  laws agslnst 
radicals, but ~f they are generally appl~ed t o  "cnm~nals" 
they run the danger of rt 
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WAR AND BIRTH CONTROL 

S MR BAKELESS states In hls pref-ce, thls book' A IS an eror t  to show that "forces essentially ident- 
ical wlth those that caused the last World W a r  are ac- 
tlvely a t  work today, prepanng the way for a new one " 
The most important of these forces, he mslsts over and 
over agam, is the demand for more food, more markets 
and more raw matenals, resulting from the growth of 
populatlons Population pressure was the fundamental 
cause of the last World War, as of all modern wars, and 
it 1s populatlon pressure that wll  bnng about the next 
World War  

T h s  bemg the case, why do we not prevent populatlon 
pressure by means of Blrth Control? Because, declares 
Mr  Bakeless, thls IS not pract~cable "The h t a t l o n  of 
populatlon 1s not a game a t  whlch one natlon can safety 
play alone Elther all must hm~t ,  or none may safely do 
so If one natlon hmlts ~ t s  population ~t promptly 
falls behlnd ~ t s  neighbor, whose luxunant numbers tend 
t o  flow across the border and swamp the less populous 
race " And that all states should consent to hmlt them 
populatlons IS, In hls opuuon, an "ununagmable con&- 
tlon", for "what umplre would asslgn appropnate num- 
bers t o  each o r  Induce them to accept the figures as- 
slgned? What poht~cal party could retain power 
or what cablnet could hold office for a moment ~f ~t ven- 
tured to embark upon a pohcy so thoroughly and so 
rashly ~ntelhgent?" 

Now ~t would undoubtedly be best ~f all natlons would 
hmit them populatlon a t  once, but ~f Mr  Bakeless would 
turn from theory t o  fact, he would see that populat~on 
hnutatlon by lndlvldual natlons has not proved so dis- 
astrous, after all Has  Holland, where Btrth Control has 
been m general practice for some fifty years, been 
swamped by its ne~ghbors? Has France, where the b~rth-  
rate has long been restncted, fallen behnd Italy mth  her 
"Ilhmltable spawnmg"? And m both countries the popu- 
latlon has been hmlted mthout the assignment of figures 
by any umpire or the upsetting of any cab~nets In  fact, 
~t has been enough that contraceptlve lnformatlon 
should be accessible The people have voluntarily regu- 
lated the birthrate m accordance mth  economc con&- 
t~ons,  so that population pressure has been avolded 

But unfortunately Mr  Bakeless draws hls conclusions 
from theory rather than from evldence The prevention 
of population pressure belng theoretically unpractlcable, 
even unlmagmable, and population pressure lea&ng m- 
evltably to the vanous nvalnes that cause war, the 
bnghtest hope he gives us IS that  the next and greatest 

1 The On@n of the Next War, by John Bakeless V~klng Press 
N Y 

World War  may be some tlme In arnvlng-perhaps 
twenty years 

Any one glanclng through the fifty-three recent maga- 
zine articles, commttee reports and excerpts from books 
on the cause and cure of war whlch are collected In thls 
handbook2 wlll reallze that, according t o  the consensus 
of modern oplnlon, the chlef cause of war has been and 
wlll be economlc nvalrles between natlons But only he 
who reads the sympos~um pretty carefully wlll gather 
that these economlc nvalrles are aggravated by popula- 
tlon pressure And only an actual student of the hand- 
book w11 observe that one of ~ t s  fifty-three authors 
throws out, In the form of a question, the suggestion that 
masmuch as population pressure aggravates econom~c 
nvalnes, the lntelhgent restriction of populatlon m g h t  
posslbly mltlgate them All honor t o  Professor I W 
Howerth of the Umverslty of Cahforma 

"THE MEDICAL FOLLIES," and "THE NEW MED- 
ICAL FOLLIES" by Morns Flshbein, M D , Bom & 
Llvenght New York $2 00 each 

H E  first book IE satd by ~ t s  author to be "an analysis T of the fozbles of some h e a h g  cults, mclu&ng Os ta -  
pathy, Homeopathy, Chlropractlc and the Electromc Re- 
actions of Abrams, wlth essays on the Antivlvlsect~omsts, 
on Health Leglslatlon, Phys~cal Culture, Blrth Control 
and Rejuvenat~on " 

The second covers the cult of beauty, reduction, re- 
juvenat~on, &etary "fads", eclectlclsm, electnc therapy 
and psychoanalysis It discusses, most madequately, 
ethics-med~cal and otherwise--and the physician of the 
future 

There never was more need for a thorough dlscusslon 
of quackery, faklrs and cults than a t  the present tune 
Ind~vlduals uslng the tltle of doctor, after a few months 
tralmng In some cult, are a menace t o  soclety D r  Flsh- 
bem presents his matter m h ~ s  usual clear and mterestlng 
style It IS, therefore, a very readable book He 1s how- 
ever, frequently carned away by a clever and faclle p e n  
Nor 1s he always happy m hls cholce of subjects, lumping 
together mth pure fohes movements whlch have set s t ~ r -  
nng m me&clne new and healthy currents, as  well as move- 
ments of real and permanent me&cal value 

Our speclal Interest 1s In the chapter on Blrth Control 
Elght pages are devoted to thls subject Nothng new 1s 
presented and the pnnclpal cntlclsm 18 that there 1s not 
a t  present a hundred per cent effectlve method D r  Flsh- 
b a n  says "The fact IS that  none of the students of the 
problem not even the physlclans have ever perfected any 

2 W a A a u s e  and Cure Cnmplled by Juha E Johnsen, for the 
Handbook Series Published by the H W Wdson Co N Y 
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method of Birth Control whlch is physiolog~cally, psycho- 
log~cally and biolopcally sound In both pnnciple and 
practice" In  a new form he 1s only saying, what phy- 
slcians have often said before, that "me&cal science is not 
yet satisfied mth the achievements of investigators in this 
field " 

Is  there in the realms of medicine or surgery a hundred 
per cent method for anything? Vaccmes, Hormones, 
Electricity, Light, Heat, D ~ g s ,  operative procedures or 
whatever? I s  there a hundred per cent cure for dlsease? 
Take the outstanding causes of death from disease 
Tuberculosis, Cancer, Cardio-renal, Diabetes, etc Who 
has a hundred per cent cure? Why then d i s c r d t  the 
apphcation of reason, intelhgence and control to the pro- 
creative process, because we have not yet developed a 
technique of perfection ? 

Besldes the Research Department of the Amencan 
Birth Control League, other investigators are at work 
trylng to perfect a technique In  the article in the J w r -  
nal of Obstetrtcs and Gylzecology on which this chapter 
was based, the author in the summary states that "The 
Committee on Maternal Health, as part  of a study of 
fert~li ty and sterihty has carned on several steps of the 
investlgatlon of contraception and has under way clinical, 
chemical and laboratory studies These in due time mth 
proper supervlslon and adequate professional collabora- 
tion and sufficient funds should secure the facts The fall- 
mg blrth rate, the popularity of smaller families, the 
testimony of thousands where hves have been made more 
worth-while by the apphcatlon of dmretion and control 
t o  the procreative process Indicate that methods In use a t  
present do have some value " 

D r  Flshbem, looklng a t  the cnme, degeneracy, poverty, 
incompetence and other sores of society and not seelng In 
Birth Control an immediate and perfect relief, loses s ~ g h t  
of two important things, first, increasmg Interest in the 
problem which IS hound to cuhlnate in more accurate and 
~ntelhgent action, and second, the individual aspects of 
the matter Regardless of other circumstances every 
woman has the right to be the mistress of her own body 
and t o  declde her own maternal destiny Womcn are in- 
creasingly reahzing that motherhood is such a beautiful 
and noble undertaking that ~t never should be left t o  acci- 
dent, bhnd chance, or the caprlce of nature, but should be 
undertaken voluntarily and lntehgently, with due regard 
t o  the mother's health, the health of the children already 
born, the economlc outlook and _the prospects of life In 
general In  other words motherhood should always be 
voluntary and ~ntell~gent, rather than accidental and in- 
hscnmmate, regardless of circumstances o r  ronsequences 
This 1s the attitude of the m a ~ o n t y  of intelhgent women 
everywhere and IS free from "folly and foible " 

After hmtlng a t  several methods D r  Fishbem mentlons 
x-rays and the immunizing serum of Guyer, Dittler, 
Metchnikoff and others Of these he savs "Obv~ouslv 

will permlt the production of stenlity m in&viduals of 
the lower stratum mth  their own consent, which wll be 
renewable after a defimte penod and which wll not depend 
for  its effectiveness on any mental or physical action of 
the persons concerned a t  the t ~ m e  of sexual activity, a 
feas~ble method of Birth Control mll have been found" 

With the amount of scientific investigat~on going on in 
thls hne a t  present, it IS as reasonable to expect that a 
solution of this problem mll be found, as to expect the 
solution of other med~cal problems 

JAMES F COOPEE, M D 

Books Received 
LA GABCONNE, by Victor Marguentte, Ernest Flam- 

marion, Editeur, Pans, France 12  Francs 

THE TALE OF GENJI, by Lady Murasaki, Houghton 
Mifflin Co , Boston $3 50 

THE SACRED TREE, by Lady Murasaki, Houghton Mif- 
flln Co , Boston $3 50 

THE WREATH OF CLOUD, by Lady Murasakl, Hough- 
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THE CHILD AND THE HOME, by B L ~ b e r ,  Vanguard 
Press, New York $50  

THE CHILD IS THE FUTUBE, 20th Annual Report of the 
Ch~ldren's Bureau of Philadelplua 

FREEDOM AND LIMITATION OF SEXUAL DESIRE, by D r  
Tokij11-o Kaji ,  Tokio, Japan 

SCHOOL OR WORK IN INDIANA, by Chas E Gibbons & 
Harvey N Tuttle, National Ch~ld Labor Comrmttee 
New York 

THE BIRTH CONTROL MOVEMENT, by R0bt L ~ ~ o u  DlCk- 
Inson, M D , Committee on Maternal Health New York 

BIBTH CONTROL AS IT CONFBONTS THE MEDICAL PRO- 
FESSION IN U S , by AdoIphus Knopf, M D , Repnnt from 
Chmcal Medicine & Surgery 

MEDICAL ASPECTS OF CONTRACEPTION, Martin Hopkin- 
son & Co , Ltd London 10s 6d 

GETTING AND SPENDING AT THE PROFESSIONAL STAN- 
DARD OF LIVING, by Jesslca B Peixotto, The M a c d a n  
Company New York 

MAN'S QUEST FOR SOCIAL GUIDANCE, by H W Odum, 
Henry Holt & Company New York 

PROCEEDINGS OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL 
WORK, held In 1927 University of Chicago Press Chi- 
cago 

LAY THOUGHTS OF A DEAN, by W R Inge, G P Put- 
nam's Sons New York $2 50 

PEBSO~AL HYGIENE FOB WOMEN, by Cleha D Mosher, 
Stanford Umverslty Press Cahfnona $1 50 

WHAT I BELIEVE, bv Wm J Robinson, M D , Eugemcs - - - 
~f science is able to develop some such method, which Pubhshlng Co New York $2 00 



News 
UNITED STATES 

A B I R T H  R A T E  wh~ch decreased In the Regw 
tration Area from 21 1 per 1,000 In 1925 to 

20 1 in 1926 IS announced m the recent report of the 
Surgeon General of the Un~ted  States Publ~r. 
Health Service, who adds that " th~s trend has been 
noted smce 1915 " S ~ d e  by s ~ d e  w ~ t h  t h ~ s  the Asso- 
c ~ a t ~ o n  of L ~ f e  Insurance Pres~dents, representing 
the fifty-two lead~ng companies of Amer~ca, reports 
a stead~ly decreasmg death rate, wh~ch was a t  ~ t s  
lowest for the year just ended 

The arrwal of Mrs Margaret Sanger from Eu-  
rope IS announced for March 13th 

The Chrastzan Leader, a journal pubhshed by the 
Universalist Church, sends us the text of the resolu- 
t ~ o n  on Blrth Control passed by the General Con- 
vent~on of the church In October Resolut~on IX 
of the convent~on reads 

Whereas, one of the most ~mportant functions of 
the church 1s to a ~ d  m the estahhshment of the home 
as a monogamic ~ n s t ~ t u t ~ o n ,  and 

Whereas, under the cond~t~ons of industr~al cmd- 
izat~on the home IS bemg ~ncreasmgly threatened 
both by dlvorce due to manta1 incompat~b~hty, and 
to the growing demands of woman for the r ~ g h t  to 
a self-determmed hfe, and 

Whereas, the control of conception 1s an Impor- 
tant factor both In mar~tal  harmony and In woman's 
control of her own destlny , 

Therefore be ~t reaolved That In the mterests 
both of the home as a bas~c soc~al instltut~on, and of 
the sanct~ty of ~nd~vidual personality In marriage, 
t h ~ s  Convent~on hereby instructs ~ t s  Board of Trus- 
tees to appoint a committee of not less than seven 
men and women who shall m co-operation w ~ t h  slml- 
lar committees from other churches mvest~gate the 
bearmg of the pract~se of B ~ r t h  Control upon the 
inst~tut~on of marriage, and the welfare of the race, 
and to make a report for the gu~dance of t h ~ s  Con- 
vent~on a t  ~ t s  next sesslon 

New York 
HE pr~ncipal events m New York m recent T weeks hare been thc intmduct~on of the I l ~ r t h  

Control b~ l l  In the Leg~slature, the work done on ~ t s  
behalf by D r  Cooper and Mrs Constance Heck, 
and the hearlng on ~t on February 28 An account 
of the Hearmg mll be glven In our Aprll number 

- - 

The Birth Control B111 1s now before the legls- 
lature, havmg been ~ntroduced by Judge W~lham 

Bwth Control Revtew 

Notes 
C Olsen of Bronxville on February 7th The b~ l l  
wh~ch IS the same as that ~ntroduced last year reads 
as follows 

"Phys~c~an's mstruments A n  art~cle or instru- 
ment, used or appl~ed by phys~c~ans lawfully prac- 
t ~ c ~ n g ,  or by thew dlrect~on or prescr~pt~on, for the 
contraceptzve treatment of rnarraed persona or for 
the cure or prevent~on of d~sease, 1s not an art~cle 
of Indecent or ~mmoral nature or use, w ~ t h ~ n  t h ~ s  
artlcle The supplymg of such art~cle to such phy- 
smans or by then d~rec t~on  or prescr~pt~on, IS not 
an offense under t h ~ s  article " 

Orgamzat~on of the state 1s proceedmg rapldlg 
Mrs Constance Heck, who IS organmng In the north- 
ern sectlon, reports three new comm~ttees Of the com- 
mlttee at  Saratoga Sprmgs Mrs John C Ames IB 

Chamman, other members are Mlss Kathryn Star- 
buck, a lawyer and ~nstructor at Skldmore College. 
Mrs Carohne Slade, Head of the Ch~ldren's Court, 
Mrs J S G Bolton, Instructor In Sociology at Sk~d- 
more College and Mrs T E Fundston, Leader of 
the League of Women Voters 

The Rev Ernest Cald~cot 1s Chamman at Schenec- 
tady and the comm~ttee 1s made up of Mrs C W Mlt- 
chell, a member of the Professional and Busmess Wom- 
en's Club, Walter F Wellman, a lawyer, Mrs Van 
Ness Ph~ lhp ,  Vlctor Starzennskl and Mrs Elsa 
McGle, who 1s Probation Officer of the Children's Court 

At Ballston Spa a committee IS headed by MISS An- 
nette Remlngton, Instructor at  the Ballston Hlgh 
School The other members are Mrs Ralph B Post, 
the w~fe  of a physman, Mrs John Knlckerbocker, 
Mrs Harry Dorman and Mlss Imogene Granger, a 
soclal welfare worker 

On February 9th Mrs R~chard B~lhngs member 
of the Board of Directors of the Amer~can B ~ r t h  
Control League spoke before the Woman's Alh- 
ance of All Souls Ep~scopal Church, New York 
C ~ t y  Followmg her address the Woman's AUI- 
ance endorsed the New York B ~ l l  T h ~ s  makes the 
forty-first organizat~on, soclal or relig~ous, which 
has gwen ~ t s  endorsement 

Other speakers In New York Clty m recent 
weeks are Mrs Walter Tmme,  member of the 
Board of D~rectors of the Amer~can B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol League who addressed the Un~ted  Order of 
True Sisters ( U n ~ o n  Lodge 6 )  on February 15 
and D r  James F Cooper, Med~cal D~rector of 
Clln~cal Research Department of the League, who 
on the same date addressed the Men's Club of the 
Broadway Tabernacle 
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On February 16th, "Her Unborn Chlld", a mls- 
leadmg play In wh~ch abort~on IS called "B~r th  
Control" agam lnv~ted the League to state ~ t s  case 
and make clear the dlstlnctlon, between the acts 
The ~nvltat~on was accepted by Mrs F Robertson 
Jones and Mrs Huse who spoke a t  performances 
on 14th Street and In the Bronx 

HE Young Democracy, a Phdadelphla organ- 
lzatlon, held an open meetmg a t  the South 

Broad S t  Theatre on Sunday afternoon, January 
22nd, thls meetmg was on Blrth Control, wlth 
Doctor Cooper as speaker It had been gwen much 
publlc~ty and was well attended The Broad Street 
Theatre, where the meeting was held, has a capac- 
~ t y  of 2,000 It was crowded and many were turned 
away MISS Mary Wmsor, member of the Nat- 
~ona l  Councd of the Amerlcan B ~ r t h  Control 
League and an officer of the Pennsylvanla League, 
pres~ded At W~lkebarre Mrs P B P Huse, 
Executwe Secretary of the Amer~can B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol League spoke to a group of Interested women 
a t  the home of Mrs Loveland Another group 
heard Mrs F Robertson Jones on February 8th 
at tea at  the home of Mrs Edward Blddle a t  
Ardmore The same evenmg Mrs Jones spoke 
before the Woman's Club a t  Readmg A n  en- 
thus~astlc aud~ence of over three hundred l~stened 
to her and to James Maurer, who presented the 
labor aspect of the subject 

"As Pennsylvanla has ~ t s  ~mportant prlmary 
electlon for cand~dates for the legslature on April 
28th", wrltes D r  Mudd, ~ t s  former pres~dent, "the 
Federat~on has been keeping an ear to the ground 
and 1s especially lnterested In the return of some of 
the representatives who were favorable to Blrth 
Control " 

New Hampshue 

N February 16, Mrs F Robertson Jones ad- 0 dressed an aud~ence of 400 a t  a meetlng held 
under the ausplces of the Dartmouth College 
Round Table 

HE Los Angeles Mother's Chn~c  Assoc~at~on 
reports a total of 1,500 Cases from Aprd 1925 

to  December 1927 There are five attendmg phy- 
smans, all women The Frlday Mornmg Club, for 
many years one of the most ~nfluenttal groups of 
women m Los Angeles, whlch has long been mter- 
ested m B ~ r t h  Control has held a debate on B ~ r t h  
Control Hubert C Morrow of the State Med~cal 
Assoc~atlon took the affirmatwe and the Rev 

The club plans to have further d~scusslon on the 
subject later m the wmter 

Dr H G Bra~nerd IS presrdent of the Los Angeles C l ~ n ~ c  Dr 
Aaron J Rosanoff, vlce-president and Dr J Percerel Ger~on, secre- 
tary-trea~urer Other member5 of the rxecut~ve comrnlttee Ire Mrs 
Edlth C Bjorkman, Mrs Kemper Campell, Mrs Prances Noel and Dr 
Etta Gray, Mrs J W Lowe, R N 1s superintendent and Mrs C C 
Smlth, ofiice secretary 

Followmg h ~ s  arrest at  Petaluma other charges 
of dlstrlbutlng B ~ r t h  Control literature for sale 
were brought agalnst Carl Rave In Santa Rosa, 
R~chmond and San Franclsco I n  all but San 
Franclsco they were dlsmlssed but In the latter city 
he was sentenced late in December by Pollce Judge 
O'Brlen to a fine for x~olatlon of a clty oid~nnnce 
The case was appealed by the Clvd Llbert~es 
Un~on,  however, and the dec~slon reversed by Su- 
perlor Judge Louderback 

The steady and encouragmg decl~ne In b~ r th  
rates In Callforn~a contmues, for San Franclsco 
blrths were 8,236 as agalnst 8,421 the year before 
The Infant death rate decreased sl~ghtly as com- 
pared wlth 1926 

Delaware 

Y lnvitatlon of Rabbl M~schkm the Commun- 
~ t y  Open Forum of the Congregat~on Beth 

Emeth of Wllmlngton heard D r  James Cooper on 
February 16th 

New Jersey 

T Camden, Mrs P B P Huse spoke before A the Camden County Women's Republican 
Club on January 16th The next day Mrs Huse 
addressed the Prmceton Readmg Club 

T HE Get Together Club, Congregat~on Beth 
Israel of Hartford, heard D r  James F 

Cooper on February 20th In a debate w ~ t h  Rev J 
F X Murphy of the department of hlstory, Holy 
Cross College, Worcester, Mass as hls opponent 
D r  Lew~s  A Sexton, Super~ntendent of Hart-  
ford Hosp~tal ,  pqeslded The attendance-men 
only-was unusually large, and great Interest was 
shown 

HE speaker a t  a recent meetlng of the E n e  
County League of Women voters (Sandusky) 

was D r  Gudrun Frus-Holm D r  Frm-Holm, 
who has been In contact w ~ t h  the c l~n~ca l  work of 
the Amerlcan B ~ r t h  Control League took Peace as 
her subject and she urged B ~ r t h  Control as the 
means of removmg the greatest cause of war 

Joseph A Sullman, a Cathohc priest, the negatlve (For Engllsh News, see page 98) 



Correspondence 

Bwth Control Revzew 

GRATEFUL TO MARGARET SANGER 
Smtzerland 

Edrtor, BIRTH C0hTlloL REVIEW 

I w~sh to thank you most heart~ly for your book "Hap- 
piness In Marnage", which you so kindly have sent to me, 
and also for your words of fncndsh~p wntten on the first 
page I have read your book in the meantune and I am 
amazed how thoroughly you have grasped the vanous 
problems pertaming to the sex quest~ons What I have 
collected, in small bits of expenence, in a long hfe of 
strenuous practlce as a physician and advisor, you brmg 
In concentrated form, and m such completeness, that  I 
wlshed I had been able to read your book 40 years ago, 
before I came In contact wlth these difficult and most Im- 
portant problems of hfe 

I am sure your work will be of lastmg advantage to hu- 
manity--especially when the doctors, teachers and ecclesi- 
astlcs have read it and profited by ~t WIU they? They 
are wont t o  deal out a snake for an eel and a stone for a 
bread 1 Let's hope for the best 1 

FRITZ SCHWYZER, S D 

WELCOME RECOGNITION 
Edrtor, BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

I want to congratulate you on Mrs Porntt 's artlcle* 
in the current number of the REVIEW The clanty of 
her expos~t~on, combined with her documented opt~mism is 
very encouragng after the badly garbled press accounts, 
w ~ t h  their more or less pornographc b ~ a s  My superficial 
observations of the French system had suggested the arti- 
f ic~al~ty  of wh~ch she speaks and d~stressed me far more 
than the personal annoyance of being accosted In the most 
publ~c places In broad dayhght by the "contact men" 
Such facts as  you pubhsh here wl11 serve well those who 
msh, as all the readers of the REVIEW surely do, to help 
destroy thls anc~ent trade The ar t~cle  attacks ~t a t  pre- 
c~sely the polnt where it seems strongest-m ~ t s  pretense 
of inevltab~hty-and gwes us courage to attack the old 
consewatwe posit~on anew, armed wlth new facts 

The Companionate and Birth Control are accepted 
things here among large numbern of the students The 
"Senior B~ble" class recently spent three weeks on Judge 
L~ndsey's Compan~onate Marnage and approved Mon- 
day noon, the Soc~al Sc~ence Club of the faculty d~scussed 
the proposit~on undcr the leadership of Professor Clark 
of Sociology, all approving but three Thls evemng I 
have just returned from Paul Douglas' d~scussion of 
the Famlly Wage where the REVIEW enabled me to cor- 
rect hlm on the inev~tabihty of the dysgemc birth-rate 
I was glad t o  be able to refer t o  the current number of - 
-'A Mommtous Report," Bnra Conroor R m w ,  January, p 10 

the REVIEW reporting the figures even a t  the Populat~on 
Congress this September, when he asked for a reference 
I shall make it my duty to send him l ~ n e  and page, as he is 
In touch w ~ t h  important Labor organ~zatlons and a good 
number of employers A student had first mentioned 
Ignorance as  the trouble In this country and was glad 
to have reinforcement In ten years Birth Control wd1 
have gone so far the old reactlonanes won't know the 
country 

HUDSON CHAPMAN 

A FRIENDLY COMMENT 

H E  BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW has analyzed the famihes T bstcd by the New York T ~ u s  ln its holrday appeal 
for the "100 neediest cases " Flfty-one per cent, this 
journal reports, are needy for lack of knowledge regard- 
mg methods of contraception mothers dead of anemla 
from the strain of beanng too many children, bab~es dymg 
for lack of enough food and blankets to go around, 
fathers attemptmg su~cide after a hopeless effort to sup- 
port clght ch~ldren on an unskilled worker's wage Luckily 
the workers of the world are not everywhere subject to 
the legal puntanism prevailing In the Un~ted States In  
England where the d ~ s t r ~ b u t ~ o n  of Birth Control mforma- 
tion IS widespread if not scientifically controlled, the de- 
cline In the blrth-rate among the workmg class was as 
great, between 1911 and 1921, as  m the populat~on as a 
whole In London the average decrease for four poor 
boroughs since 1921 has been about 16 per cent, compara- 
t ~ v e  figures in four wealthy boroughs show no greater de- 
crease and in some cases an actual Increase for the same 
period In  other European countnes the figures are even 
more impresswe We quote from the B ~ T H  CONTROL 
REVIEW 

The clty of Bremen, wh~ch has a record typical of 
many German cit~es, had In 1901 an average of 127 
ch~ldren for the wealthy, of 4 49 for artisans and the 
poor In  1925 it had 147, a shght mcrease, for the 
wealthy and only 1 92 for ar t~sans  and the poor That  
is, these poorer classes had cut thew famhes more than 
50 per cent 
In s p ~ t e  of the stubborn bigotry of opponents of the 

movement, we cannot believe that it wd1 be long before the 
workers of the Unlted States ~nsist  on a sim~lar nght to 
hmlt their fam~hes t o  numbers they can decently support 
wltlrout recourse to the chantable cfforts of the New York 
Tnncr and other agencles of casual rehef 

-From The Natwn, N Y 

N m r  anythrng happcncd greater cn the world than the 
death of a f&e dea and the bsrth of a ttue m e  -Da F 
W Noawoon 
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STERILIZATION A SOCIAL VIEW 
(Contmusd from pugs 77) 

w~th the md~v~dual case m ~ t s  orgamc relat~ons wlth 
the rest of the commumty 

The prmc~ples stated above apply also to the 
sterll~zatlon of cnnunals, wh~ch 1s bemg pract~ced to 
some extent at the present tune It 1s not yet 
known what proport~on of crlmmals In general are 
here&tanly defectwe, mdeed m only a few prlsons 
have adequate exammat~ons been made of the na- 
ture of the mental defects m the~r mmates There 
IS, also much d~sagreement as yet between experts 
regardmg the standards by wh~ch crmmals are to 
be judged defectwe It seems mcreasmgly clear, 
however, that what 1s lnher~ted 1s not a tendency to 
steal, or burn, or 111 etc , etc , but a mental mstabl- 
~ t y  or weakness whch renders one hkely to con- 
travene the standards set up by the commumty 
Thus what the potentla1 c r m a l ,  whose mental 
equ~pment IS abnormal, needs most 1s early segrega- 
t ~ o n  wh~ch wlll render ~t unhkely that h ~ s  mental m- 
stab~hty w~ll  have a chance to grow and become dan- 
gerous The same may be sa~d of the young cnml- 
nal of abnormal mental make-up The most 
normal mmded crmmal needs the ~ntluence of an 
envuonrnent m whch there 1s no encouragement to 
c m l  acts and m wh~ch he can funct~on m a thor- 
oughly normal manner mthm the recopzed 
bounds placed by soc~ety It may be mse at  t~mes 
to cut off the reproduct~ve power of mentally tabnor- 
ma1 crmmals, but ~t IS just as dangerous soc~ally to 
do th~s  and leave them at  large as m the case of the 
feeble-mmded Segregat~on and the development 
of commun~t~es m wh~ch the cr~mmal can be re- 
stored to a healthy-mental and phys~cal-mode of 
hfe w111 do far more towards lessenmg cr~mmahty 
than ster~hzatlon Thls latter should only be em- 
ployed as a complementary factor In a method of 
treatment wh~ch takes account of the total set of clr- 
cumstances m the llfe of an mdlv~dual and auns at  
makmg the best adjustment of the md~vldual to 
these that appears posslble m h ~ s  case 

Sterll~zat~on then may be useful at  tmes m the 
attempt to brmg about better relations between the 
m&vldual and the commumty, and to render certam 
persons harmless to commumty 11fe But unless ~t 
1s employed as one factor m a more comprehenswe 
scheme of personal rehabll~taf~on ~t 1s qmte hkely 
to do more harm than good A soc~ety IS fully as 
hkely to degenerate through the development of 
unhealthy soclal att~tudes of mmd as through the 
mcrease m numbers of the mentally abnormal In- 
deed the soc~ologst generally beheves that ~t 1s 
more l~kely to do so because the propagat~on of at- 
t~tudes and hablts is potent~ally much faster than 
b~olog~cal reproducbon 

T E N T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  
VILLARD - NATION DINNER 

HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA 
MARCH 13 at 6 30 TICKETS $3 50 each 

P A U L  R O B E S O N  
WILL SING 

S h o r t  t a l k .  b y  
Hon Julran W Mack Rev John Hayncn Holmcn 
Heywood Broun Roger Baldwm 
Florence Kelley Fannie Hurst 
Carl Van Dorm James Weldon Johnson 
Fnda Klrchwey Sidney Hillman -------- -------- ----- 
EMILE MARDFlN Bce v Dfnnn. Cmtndtcc 

14 Vesey St New York 
BncIo,.?d pnd $ lor phCu at 

THE TENTH ANNIVERSARY DINNER 

THE CALIFORNIA EXPERIMENT 
(Contsrtusd from pugs 82) 

the former group the relationship of the affected 
1s also much closer than m the latter 

Moreover, the contrasts between the two groups 
would certainly be greater ~f the ancestry of the 
lnsane were known and reported as thoroughly 
as that of the supenor cluldren 

6 Sterihzation of the lnsane as ~t is practiced m Cal- 
iforma will prevent the birth of few, if any, super- 
lor children, while lt wd1 prevent the blrth of many 
chlldren who would certainly be inferior 

A very grat~fymg by-product of the Cahfoma 
experunent 1s the therapeut~c value already noted m 
certam types of msamty The marked mprove- 
ment ~t produces m the mental and phys~cal con&- 
t ~ o n  of pat~ents mth dementla praecox and the ef- 
fectual domg away mth pregnancy and fear-of- 
pregnancy psychos~s const~tute an entlrely new and 
unlooked for argument m favor of sterlhzat~on In- 
cldentally the woman's ster~llzatlon operat~on-a 
far more serlous operation than for a man-has m 
some cases justdied &elf by offermg the opportun- 
1ty to find and correct other serious abdommal con- 
d~ t~ons  wh~ch were affectmg mental health For 
these and other reasons the tendency m mst~tut~ons 
of late has been to sterhze soon after entrance and 
not, as m former years, shortly before leavmg 

I n  Sonoma State Home the mse supermtendent 
(Dr  Butler) based a dec~slon to s t e r h ,  mth the 
patlent's consent, m some cases on the fact that the 
hand~capped pabents had already "as many chd- 
dren as they could comfortably care for " 



Bzrlh Control Renew 

T H E  figures for 1927, Issued by the Registrar 
General on January 19, reach a new low level 

for both the blrthrate and the Infant mortallty rate 
for England and Wales The blrthrate was I6 7, 
wlth an Infant mortallty of 69 per 1,000 b~rths  The 
general mortallty rate was 12 3, sllghtly hlgher than 
m 1926 In 1923 the mfant mortallty rate was al- 
most as low as m 1927, there belng only a small dec- 
~ m a l  In ravor of last year The publlcatlon of the 
figures was halled wlth warm welcome from some 
quarters and lamentation over the posslb~llty of de- 
population In others Thls posslblllty does not yet 
show much l~kehhood of matenalizmng, as the nat- 
ural lncrease of the populatlon for the year was 
over 400,000 Thls means that nearly half a mllllon 
boys and grrls were added to the ranks of the work- 
ers--or would have been so added had there been 
occupation for all of them As  a matter of fact 
many of them enrolled In the army of the unem- 
ployed The general sentiment concerning the fall 
of the blrthrate was well express by Edward Her- 
bert m the London S ta r  

On the whole, then, there 1s no ground for peaslmlsm 
Surely a healthier, better educated, more efflclent- 
though stationary-population IS to be deslred rather 
than one whlch prohferates In Ignorance, poverty and 
dmease 

Medlcal Officers of Health In many cltles and 
boroughs are attrlbutlng the lower blrthrate to the 
~ncreaslngly wlde-spread knowledge of Blrth Con- 
trol, as are also, in general, the newspapers 

Sterlllzatlon of mentally defectlve persons, to 
llghten the heavy burden ;mposed by segregation, 
was recommended to Parhament bv the Derbvshlre 
County Councd The Councll also reconminded 
legrslatlon prohlbltlng the marrlage of mental de- 
fectwes 

A Blrth Control Caravan Cllmc was recently 
mstltuted by the Soclety of Constructwe Blrth 
Control, whose Presldent is D r  Mane Stopes The 
caravan 1s advertised as belng organized to fill the 
need untll "the Mlnlster of Health does h ~ s  duty" 
It began ~ t s  work m East London and traveled 
thence into the country towards Readmg Mrs 
G S Guy, who 1s In charge, reports that ~t has been 
well recelved by doctors, nurses, and pollce, as well 
as by the women in the towns and vlllages 

LONDON, Jan 16 -A small boy, recently admltted 
to a local hospital, was weak and near death from hunger 
He was one of a famlly of 12 and hls father's wages 
amounted to about $20 a week When the nurse gave 
the boy a cup of warm mllk he asked appeahngly, "How 
far down can I drlnk?" -Prcar I tem 

Just Received from England ! 

A Ltmzted Number of Copea of the 

Proceedings 
OF THE 

World Population Conference 
Edzted by MARGARET SANGER 

The Conterence was held a t  Geneva from 
August 9 to Septemher 3rd The Presldent 
was Sir Bernard Mallet and the subject 
was one of the most fundamental problems 

that the human race must solve 

Thrr book contarns both papers a n d  drscus 
n o n  whrch was shared m by representoftves 

of almost al l  the crwrlrzrd natrons 

1 H E  LIST OF AUTHORS INCLUDES 

Raymond Pearl A Grotjahn 
E M East H W Methorst 
H P Fatrchdd Karl Arvrd Edln 
Jean Bourdon Jultus Tandlcr 
Rajanl Kanta Dar F A E Crew 
Corrado G m  Bolcslav Roslnskl 
Lucren March Albert Thoma. 
T N Carner Charles H Wlctens 
J W Gregory E J L~dhetter 
A Koulmher H Llndborg 
LIVIO LIVI W E Rapport 
Warren S Thompson 

In addrtron there were many others who contributed 
rrchly to the drscussron of the papers 

Prlce $1 00 

Address 

B I R T H  CONTROL R E V I E W ,  
104 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

FREE FOR THE ASKING 
For your own sake we want you to get acquainted wlth 
the mapaelne R a t w ~ t  Ltmng Boz 2, Statson Y New York 
Ctty Therefore, we'll glve you a free subscrlptlon If you 
are not a thlnker, we do not want you If you are, we 
know you U hke us and you'll pay up unsol~c~ted We have 
nobody and nnthlng to advertise Our a m  1s to teach 
slmphfied health and Independence from schools and cults, 
from d~sease doctors and from excesswe "health' teachings 
Sample copy free If you wlsh to pay In advance, current 

rssue 26c, 6 numbers t r ~ a l  sub $1 



T H E  r~gh t  oil for all hght mech- 
anisms Penetrates q u ~ c k l y  

Lubricates perfectly Won't gum 
or dry out 
Prevents rust on all metal surfaces Enrers 
the tlny pores of the metal and forms a pro- 
tecrlve covermg that def~es  molsture 

Ask for 3-ln-One hy name and look for the 
Big Red "One" on the label 

At all ~ o o d  store, In 1 OL , 3 oz ~ n d  72 pt bottlea Alro In 3 UL H m d \  0 1 1  
Cans T h e  % pt bottle 1s the econom~cal w e  Contam> m o s  for the monej 

, Generous sample and D~cr~ona ry  of FREE1 Uses Request both on a postal card 
T H R E E  I V  O N h  O I L  C O ,  ~ j o  W n l l t r m  S t ,  N e w  Yurk C t l y ,  N Y 

A THlRD OF A CENTURY OF CONTINUOUS SERVICE LRIIB? 



M a r g a r e t  Sanger's N e w  Book PRICE $1 SO 

"WHAT EVERY BOY AND GIRL SHOULD KNOW" 

A N D  I A book that breaks down the taboo on sex zrntructzon and prepares young peo- 
ple to face lzfe mtellzgently, courageouely and wzth cornnous reepmbalzty 

"THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW" PRICE $2 00 

f o r  one year  
Thre magaarne, rohtch re conetantlg rmreaacng zn value, and m tmportance to the 
came of Btrth Berth Control, rs mternatronally recognaaed as the best penodzcal 
:n ate field 

I T  G I V E S  Y O U  

The Arguments for Blrth Control, 
The History of the Movement, 
Papers of Interest by the best writers on Sex, B~ology, Psychoanalys~s, Eco- 

nomics and other cognate subjects 

1 1 News from all the States and from all over the world 

Pnce for the two, for this month, 
T H R E E  D O L L A R S  ------- --------- -------------------------- ---- 

1 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
Room 1905, 104 F h h  Avenue, 

NEW YOEK CITY 

I enclose cheque for $3 00 for whrch please send "WHAT EVERY BOY AND GIRL SHOULD K N O W  
and the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW for one year, 

to 

Name 

Address 

It te l ls  you w h a t  you w a n t  t o  know about  Btr th  Control  
I t  I S  znteresttng t o  read and use fu l  t o  f t le  


