February, 1928 Twenty Cents

RTH CONTROL
REVIEW

“Fewer But Healtlwer Chiddren’’

Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum of Art

MOTHER
By LEWIN -FUNCKE

HAVELOCK ELLIS NUMBER

Margaret Sanger Comes to Berlin
By AGNES SMEDLEY



THE AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE,

MARGARET SANGER
MRS F ROBERTSON JONES
MRS LEWIS L. DELAFIELD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

MARGARET SANGER

MRS LEWIS L. DELAFIELD
MRS JULIET BARRETT RUBLEER
MRS FRANCES B ACKERMANN
MRS RICHARD BILLINGS

MRS ROBERT HUSE

Acimng Presdent

Headquarters

104 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

Telephones—Chelsea 8901-8902

OFFICERS

Prendent
Pwe-Presrdont

MRS DEXTER BLAGDEN
MRS GEORGE H DAY, Sz
REV WILLIAM H GARTH
STUART MUDD, MDD

MRS ANNIE G PORRITT

MRS JULIET BARRETT RUBLER
MRS FRANCES B ACKERMANN
MR J NOAH H SLEE

INC

Vico-President
Treasrurer
Asssatant Treaswrer

MRS F ROBERTSON-JONES
BENJAMIN TILTONM.D
MRS WALTER TIMME
JOHN C VAUGHAN, M.D

Fzrecutwwe Secrefary

CLINICAL RESEARCH DEPARTMENT

DR JAMES F COOPER

NATIONAL COUNCIL

Rev Ernest Caldicot, N Y
Rabbi Rudolph I Coffee, Ph.D , Calif
Rev Philip Frick, N Y

Dean Thyrsa W Amos, Pa

Leon J Cole, Ph.D., Wise

Edward M Bast,BS,Ph.D, Mass
Franklin H Giddings, Ph.D,N Y
Samue] J Holmes, Ph.D), Calif
Roswell H Johnson, M S, Pa

Joseph L Baer, II!

H B Brainerd, Calif
James F Cooper, N Y
John Favill, Il1

Alice Hamilton, Mass
Frederick C Hecke, N Y
Donald R Hooker, Md

Alice Stone Blackwell, Mass
George Blumenthal, N Y
Jameg E Brooks, N J
Jessie P Condit, N J
Herbert Croly, N Y

Mrs Belle De Revera, N J
Theedore Dreiser, Calif

Mrs Erpest R Adee, N Y

Mrs Oakes Ames, Mass
Raymond H Arnold, Calif

Mrs Robert Perkins Bass, N H
Mrs Walter L. Benson, 11

Mrs John E Berwind, N Y
Lowell Brentano, N Y

Mrs John Scott Browning, N Y
Mrs W E Cannon, Mass

Mr and Mrs Thomas L Chadbourne, NY
‘William Hamlin Childs, N Y
Mrs Stephen Clark, N Y

Mrs Frank I Cobb,N Y

Mrs John Dey, N J

Mrs John Allen Dougherty, D C.

Medieal Direclor

CLERGYMEN

Rabbi Sidney E Goldstein, N Y
Rev Oscar B Hawes,N J
Rabbi Louis Mann, IIl

SBCIENTISTS

E C Lindeman, PhD,N Y

C C Little, D Sc., Mich

‘William McDougall, Ph.ID , Mass
James G Needham, PAD,N Y
Wm F Ogburn, PhbD,N Y
Raymond Pearl, Ph D, Md.

PHYBSICIANS

Amelia R Kellar, Ind.

S Adolphus KnopfyN Y
Lawrence Litchfield, Pa
Barl Lothrop, N Y
Elizabeth Lord Love, N J
Adolph Meyer, Md

OTHER PROFESSIONALS

Ernest Gruening, N Y
Florence Bayard Hilles, Del,
Sinclair Lewis, N Y

Judge Ben Lindsey, Colo
Owen Lovejoy, N Y

Robert M Lovett, Il

James M Maurer, Pa.

LAY MEMBERS

Mrs Boyd Dudley, N Y

Mrs Simeon Ford, N Y

Mrs Kate Crane Garts, Calif
Mrs Robert B Gregory, Iil
Miss Florence Halsey, N J

Mrs H G Hil, Calit

Mrs Fenley Hunter, N Y

Myrs Willlam Swain James, Calif
Mrs Helen Hartley Jenkins, Conn.
Mrs PierreJay, N Y

Mrs Otto Kehn, N Y

Mrs W W Knapp, N Y

Mrs James Lee Laidlaw,N Y
Mrs Arthur L Lawrence, N Y
Mrs Frank M Leavitt, N Y

DR HANNAH M STONE

Chief of Staff

Rev Karl Refland, N Y
Rev Edgar S Wiers, N J
Rev L Griswold Williams, Pa.

Walter B Pitkin, PhD,N Y
Horatio M Pollock, PhD NY
Lothrop Stoddard, Ph.D Mu.ss
J B W Wallin, PhD Ohio
John B Watson, PhD,NY
Walter F Willeox, Ph D NY
A B Wolfe, Ph.D., Ohio”

Abraham Myerson, Md
Wm Allen Pusey, Ill
Ralph Reed, Ohio
AaronJ Rosnnoﬂ' Calit
John B Solley,Jr,N Y
Hannah M Stone, N Y
Kenneth Taylor, N Y

Elisabeth Severn, N Y

Mary Shaw,N Y

Mrs Georgianna Tucker, N J
Florence Guertin Tuttle, N Y
Ruth Vincent, Colo

Mrs Albert Walker, Texas
Mary Winsor, Pa.

Mrs Sinclair Lewis, N Y

Mrs Edward A Lingenfelter, Towa
Mrs Stanley McCormick, N Y

Mys William A McGraw, Mich
Mrs L. Newman, Utah

Mrs Enoch Rauh, Pa.

Mrs C C Rumsey, N Y

Mrs Homer St Gaudens, N H
Mrs W F Spangler, Ind

Mrs T J Swanton,N Y

Mrs Shelley Tolhurst, Calif

Mrs J Bishop Vandever, N Y
Mrs Henry Villard, N Y

Mrs Norman deR Whitehonse, N Y
Mra Pope Yeatman, Pa.




TEN GOOD REASONS for BIRTH CONTROL
sl

Last month we gave Woman's Right as the first and most personal reason for

Birth Control

The Use of Harmless and Effecive Mechanical or Chemical
Methods of Prevention, called Contraceptives

This month we give

Reason IIMARRIED LOVE

Tkis 1s the right of two, husband and wife, to learn to know each other, to hold and
desire each other’s love and to lay the basis of mutual understanding on which to
found a home

MARGARET SANGER §AYS —

“Men and women have been endowed with this dynamic energy, which we name passion, for the rounding out, the development, the
fulfiling and the beautification of their natures Those who deny it expression, who combat 1t, or who refuse to participate in 1t, cut
themselves off from the zest and the poetry of life

“If the bride 15 enforced inte an unwilling or accidental pregnancy during the honeymoon or the early stages of their marital love,
the young husband 1s deprived of the possible opportunity of knowing his wife during one of the most interesting stagea of her development

“It takes time to arrive at a full and sympathetic understanding of each other, and mutually to arrange lives to increase this under
standing Out of the mutual adjustments, harmony must grew and discords gradually disappear These results cannot be obtained if the
problem of parenthood 19 thrust upon the young husband and wife before they are spiritually and economically prepared to meet 1t”

HAVELOCK ELLIS S4YS —

“Sexual pleasure, wisely used and not abused, may prove the stumulus and liberator of our finest and most exalted activities It 18
largely this remarkable function of sexval pleasure which 1s decistve insettling the argument of those who claim that continence 1s the only
alternative to the animal (procreative) end of marriage That argument ignores the hiberating and harmomzing influences, giving wholesome
balance and sanity to the whole organism, imparted by a sexual union which 1s the outcome of the psychic as well as physical needs There
18, further 1a the attainment of this spiritual end of marrniage much more than the benefit of each individual separately There 13 that is to
say, the effect on the umon itself For through harmomous sex relationships a deeper spiritual umity 1s reached than can possibly be derived
from continence 1n or out of marnage, and the marriage association becomes an apter instrument in the service of the world Apart from
any sexual craving, the complete spir:tual contact of two persons who love ecah other can only be attaimned through some act of rare intimacy
No act can be quite so intimate as the sexual embrace It 13 needless to insist how intimately this second end of marnage 1s bound
up with the practice of Birth Control

LORD DAWSON SAYS —
O create a
race Of well- “If you don’t start life with a head of steam you wont get far Sex love has, apart from parenthood,
a purport of 1ts own [t 1s something to prize and to cherish for 1ts own sake It 1s an essential part of health
orn cntiaren 1 and happiness 1D marriage sexual union 13 a gift o od, it 13 wo earning how to use 1t ithin 1ts
b hild t db 1f i ft of God rth | 3 With
15 essential that own sphere 1t should be cultivated so as to bring physical satisfaction to both, not merely to one The attain
ment of mutual and reciprocal joy in their relations constitute a firm bond between two people, and makes for
the functzon Of durability of their marmiage tie  Reciprocity in sex love 19 the physical counterpart of sympathy More mar
motherhood nages fail from inadequate and clumsy sex love than from too much sex love The lack of proper under
standing 1s 1n no small measure responsible for the unfulfilment of connubial happiness, and every degree of dis
should be ele- content and unhappiness may, from this cause, occur, leading to rupture of the marriage bond itself
vated to a posi-
tion of digmty WARNER FITE SAYS —
and this 1s impos- “Among personal relations none 13 more replete with ssgmficance than the sex relauon, and none makes
sible as long as a richer contribution to the content of life In any discussion of the ethies of Birth Control, the nights of the
marriage relation as an end in itself are bound to hold a central positon And if marriage 1s to be regarded
Co"“l’f’on re- as an end, and not merely as a means 1t seems to me that the conclusion 15 obvious as an end important in
mamns a maltter af itself, marriage should represent a choice unencymbered, as far as possible by extraneous obligations, and
h this means that, within the himits of health and safety, we are justified 1n employing all the resources of knowl
cnance edge to render marnage ferule or infertile, as those 1n question may see fit”
Declaration of
Prnciples  of OLIVE SCHREINER S4YS —
American Birth ‘I would base all my sex teaching to children and young people on the beauty and sacredness of sex Sex
Control League intercourse 1s the great sacrament of life he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh his own
damnation but 1t may be the most beautiful sacrament between two souls who have no thought of children '
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EDITORIAL

GAIN we celebrate the Birthday month of the
great hberator of the world from sex fears
and sex tabus  Freedom 1s not yet wholly won, but
the way out of darkness into Light has been broken
through, and hundreds of thousands of men and
women are rejoicing mn a new and happier concep-
tion or life, 1ts forces, 1ts beauty, its joys and 1its
marvels—a concept largely due to the pioneer work
of the poet and philosopher whom we honor this
month What he has meant to other thinkers and
writers 1s told in their own words n the following
pages But there are milhions who are benefiting
from the work of Havelock Elhs, who yet have
never heard his name It 1s only the few who have
come mnto direct intellectual and spiritual contact
with him, but these few have passed on the torch to
an ever-increasing circle of learners and listeners,
and there 1s no writer or teacher doing his or her
part for sex enhightenment, who does not owe some-
thing, directly or indirectly, to Havelock Ellis We
are glad to be able to announce that this year will
see the publication of a new book on Ellis by Hous-
ton Peterson AGP

sSeal.

EWSPAPERS und periodicals have been

full of reviews of the various happenings of

1927 But no review of the past year 1s complete
which does not take note of the tremendous growth
of the movement towards Birth Control After a
long struggle, at the beginming of which the ad-
vocates of Birth Control were voices crymng in the
wilderness and finding few to histen, Birth Control
seems now to beé taking the place in the mmds of
men to which 1ts importance entitles it Gradually
the i1dea began to penetrate and Birth Control
found supporters among scientists and thinkers
The new aspect of the movement 1s that writers on

social questions now do not seem to think 1t neces-
sary to argue the question They simply take Birth
Control for granted, as part of the basis on which
any better social structure must be built Such 1s
the attitude of Thomas Vernor Smth, m “The
Democratic Way of Life” and of Huntington and
Whitney 1in “The Builders of America” Professor
E A Ross makes a more definite appeal for Birth
Control n “Standing Room Only”, but one could
cite book after book, among those recently pub-
hshed, where Birth Control 1s accepted as essential,
rather than advocated as a reform Many maga-
zines and periodicals have opened their pages to
articles and letters giving the pros and cons on
Birth Control or announcing 1t as the subject of an
Open Forum Among the events of 1927 also must
be recorded the great English debate held by the
Cambridge Umion when Birth Control, after a
magnificent forensic display, was approved by a

vote of 512 to 315

ORE significant than Iav opiron, 1s 1t that m

1927 therewas adistict awakeningin the med-
1cal profession to the importance of Birth Control
The profession 1s being urged by some of the more
far-sighted of its own members to “stop driving the
subject of Birth Control to propaganda orgamza-
tions, and try ourselves to regulate control of con-
ception”, an admonmition which was lackmg until the
propaganda orgamzations had beaten a path along
which the medical profession could advance with
ease and comfort The way of the doctor was
made easier in 1927 by the Report made by the Spe-
cial Committee to the National Council of Public
Morals, which was pubhished in London in Novem-
ber This Committee recorded 1ts opimon that “no
impediment should be pliced in the way of marred
couples who desired information as to contracep-
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tives, when this was needed for medical reasons, or
because of excessive child-bearing or poverty” It
also recommended the giving of such information
by medical practitioners and at hospitals The time
seems to be speedily coming when the medical pro-
fession, forgetting 1ts long reluctance, will unhesi-
tatingly claim contraception as a necessary part of
medical practice They will not be allowed the
whole field without protests from the Economists,
who were out n favor of Birth Control while the
doctors, in general, were still hesitant It 1s worth
noting 1n this review of progress mn 1927 that Birth
Control and 1ts Relation to the Food Supply was
one of the questions suggested for those who wished
to compete for the Thousand Dollar Economie
prize, offered for the 24th time, through the gen-
erosity of Hart Schaffner and Marx of Chicago,
and supervised by the Commttee of which J
Lawrence Laughln of the University of Chicago 1s
chairman

HE recent Race Betterment Conference, held

at Battle Creek, Michigan, January 2-6, is an
example of the universal acceptance of Birth Con-
trol We have no story of the Conference to pub-
Iish 1n the BirtH ConTROL REVIEW this month
The reason 1s that, from the official program, Birth
Control—the cornerstone of the arch of race better-
ment—was omitted But we have the evidence of
Dr S Adolphus Knopf, who was refused the privi-
lege of speaking on this subject but requested to
speak there on tuberculosis, that Birth Control was
present unofficially throughout the sessions A
good three-quarters of the speakers, he states, made
1t part of therr program And what brought it
home to those at the conference who may not have
gwven 1t much thought before was the statistics,
graphically exhibited by electric time signals, of
the American Eugenics society We have given
these before in the BirtH ConTROL REVIEW, but
they should be learned by heart “Every second”,
said the lights, “crime costs America $100,000,
every 15 seconds $100,000 go for the care of per-
sons with bad heredity, such as insane, feeble-
minded, and other defectives Fvery 16 seconds a
person 1s born 1n the Umted States, every 714 min-
utes a mgh-grade person 1s born in the Umted

Burth Control Review

States who will have ability to do creative work and
be fit for leadership  About 4 per cent of all Amer-
ican aitizens come within this class Every 48 sec-
onds a person 15 born who will never grow up men-
tally beyond the age of a normal 8 year old child,
every 50 seconds a person 1s commtted to jail in
the United States Very few normal persons go
to jail” There 1s no true Kugenics—no practical
Race Betterment—that does not have Birth Con-

trol as 1ts base

HE price society pays for crime 1n money 1s

only part of what it pays The whole price, the
perverted curiosity and perverted sympathy a
shocking crime may arouse, 1s a far heavier one
The melodrama of the Snyder case has come to an
end, but 1ts effects are not over Personalities hike
Ruth Snyder and Judd Gray are the true unfit,
therr influence 1s even more fateful than their crime
and the evidence they furmsh of the morbid in-
stincts to which the crowd responds calls for eugen-
1¢c action So far 1s the newspaper reading publc
debased that 1t went to Ruth Snyder for an opin-
1on on Birth Control Just after her conviction the
papers published a attack by her in which she said
that a houseful of children would have saved her
from sm  The bankruptey of the opposition 1s
shown by the character of this wrtness they bring
forward The Synder case 1s 2 most convincing
argument for Birth Control Ruth Snyder should
never have had any children The child Mrs Sny-
der left behind 1s far the most pitiable figure 1n the
drama, but we can at least be thankful that she had
only one For children are forced not only to bear
the stigma before the world but the inner stigmata
of a bad 'nheritance

Not the smallest evidence of the need for Birth
Control eugemics 1s the evidence this case presents
that even the decent mstincts of the public are
crookedly applied It 1s mexcusable crimes such
as this which stimulate opposition to capital pumsh-
ment This 1s unjust, for as long as & campaign
against capital pumshment 1s associated with such
cases, decent and thoughtful peopie will be antag-
omzed When Birth Control has cut down the huge
proportions of the problem of unfitness, when hu-
manty, furmshed with a normal inhentance and a
normal and ample environment 1itself grows nor-
mal, eapital pumishment will, with very httle agita-
tion, become an mstitution of the dark past

I wish to pay my tribute to a great man and a great thinker, to whom I am deeply indebted
UPTON SINCLAIR to HAVELOCK ELLIS
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O THOSE who fear a world n which the pro-

portions of young and old will be changed by
Birth Control and the prolongation of life by med-
1cal science, Heniy Dwight Chapin’s article, “Is
Lafe Worth Prolonging?” in the January Forum
will bring encouragement Dr Chapin’s thesis 1s
that when the diseases of maturity—those diseases
which still successfully resist science—are con-
quered, and the number of those who live past mid-
dle age increased, we shall not have a crowd of senile
dependents to support On the contrary there will
be a larger group of men and women of great
knowledge, wide experience and mpe judgment to
assist m the work of the world He gives examples
to prove that the mind does not stagnate at fifty,
and for each of lis examples, a multitude of others
come to mmd  One starthng example, or group of
examples from the past was the not uncommon blos-
somung forth of women into constructive activities
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outside the home after the menopause ended the
annual childbearing of a generation ago This, we
realize as we read the monumental hstory of wom-
an suffrage, 1s what made that movement m the
earher years possible Throughout the ages also, na-
tions have given to the matured wisdom of their sen-
ates, to the groups of their elders, at least an equal
share in government with the younger men Youth
1s characterized more often by the crudity of inex-
pertence than by mspired wisdom On the back-
ground of what we have learned, we ought to be,
and 1 most cases are, better equipped at fifty to
meet new emergencies and undertake new enter-
prises than 1s youth at 25 with no background at all
Dr Chapin protests the disparagmg of maturity in
busmess and professional hife, which 1s the pushing
aside of those the best part of whose productive life
has just begun, to make room for the unregulated
flood of new life that threatens to swamp the world

Al

NOW QUR BABY IS BORN

Now the appomnted time has come
When your young body 1s the drum
On which 1s pounded martyrdom

Now when you are 1solate
Through you all future times create
You are the bridge You are the gate

While I who shared with you love’s tang
Cannot assume your easiest pang
Lafe bares a pomted, flaming fang

Now body knows earthquake and storm
Distorting when love-flesh was warm
Now tiny cry beside racked form

And when this crumpled petal Puck
First quivers close and you give suck,
My heart’s a bell you both have struck

These most incredible, wee hands
Must not be bruised by trade’s demands
They are as soft as corn-silk strands
This head be safe from any sting—
Now soft as baby owlet wing—

This mouth find hfe a tune to sing

For just ourselves 1t’s httle worth
To storm the dungeons of the earth,
But on for those we bring to birth!

SECOND EPITHALAMIUM

Now I am wholly Lifted up,

I am a cloud that forms a cup

I that was ebb-tide turned to flood,

The sun stooped down for earth’s cool blood
I shall quicken the so1l that 15 arid now

Rach, dark ripples at touch of plow!

Now I make peace with my body once more,

Home to it, one with it, savor its lore

All the old wonder and new delhight

Now pulse through my roots and flood me with hght
The roots drink sun and feed the sod,

Groping with roots I reach to God

“Male and female created He them”

That through each other they touch His hem
A kiss 1s man’s sincerest prayer

When God of God becomes aware,

For “God 15 love” and God 1s sex

The act shows clear where the creeds perplex

You move with the moon, dear, breathe with the tide
In fellowship to me demed,

And while I fret staccato measures

You taste of dehicate, suffused pleasures

But, sleeping beauty, you wait my waking

For God must be born from the shell of our breaking

~-Rarrr Cuey~ey m “Contemporary Verse”
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Birth Control Revew

Havelock Ellis

As a Prophet

By HaMmirtoN FYFE.

BOUT THE WORK of Havelock Ellis in

the field of sex and its vagaries I know noth-

ing  That subject has no interest for me I should

lhke to speak of him as an interpreter of Life and Lit-

erature, as an observer of the currents of his age, as
a prophet of things to come

Nearly forty years ago I was a young newspaper
man i London, far more attracted by the thought
and the feelng of which I was vaguely conscious in
the world about me than in the trimalities of poh-
tics and police-courts

I had just begun to value the compamonship of
books I read all that I could get hold of And
somehow or another I got hold of one called “The
New Spirit”

The name drew me to 1t with eager anticipation
I was aware of something new 1n the air Not even
in the office of the London Twmes where I then
worked as a reporter could this something be en-
tirely 1gnored Now I was about to find out ex-
actly what 1t was

Who Havelock Ellis was I did not know Very
few had at that time heard his name even, so I was
not to be blamed for my i1gnorance I quickly dis-
covered, however, that he was the man forme His
book seemed to bring more enlightenment to my
mund than any single volume I had ever read

It was just the stuff to stir an ardent young m-
telligence It was creative, 1t pushed boldly into
the future, 1t paid no homage to the creeds and con-
ventions of the moment but quietly shoved them to
one side

The writing was 1 no way abusive or intolerant
It was radiant with clear thinking, with good hum-
our My sense of the harmony of language was
charmed by 1ts vigour My head was filled with
ideas I had at last a key to the changes going on
in the world

HE NEW SPIRIT, it appeared, was a quick
ening of the pulse of hfe (That pulse, T had
begun to think, needed quickening!') The immedi-
ate causes were the enlargement of knowledge
about the origin and descent of Man, the rise of
Woman, and the coming of Democracy
Fully to understand what insight, what courage,
were required to write as Havelock Ellis wrote
then, you must have known what 1890 was hike
His introduction left me gasping—with dehight as

well as surprise I almost expected the Archbishop
of Canterbury to swoop down on me for having
such a book 1n my possession

Not, let me say again, that there was anything
in 1t to offend the most sensitive taste, the most
prudish mmagmation It was the ideas mn 1t that
took one’s breath away It was the breadth of the
author’s vision which made one feel that one had
lived under a stuffy cloud of prejudice and quarter-
truth

Much as the book helped towards a just appreci-
ation of Diderot, Heine, Whitman, Ibsen and Tol-
stol, 1ts greatest value was that Elhs used them to
llustrate his interpretation of the new spint Has
piereing glance mto the future was a stimulus, an
encouragement His calm confidence mn the truth
of what he predicted left no room (in my mind at
any rate} for doubt

It 15 all happening as he said 1t would Much of
1t has happened already I have no space to prove
this by quotation, but I must set down his wise and
final answer to the parrot cry that Socialism would
reduce all mankind to a common level

The things to be sociahzed, he said, were those
things of which we all have equal common need To
the individual we must leave the control of individ-
uality In another phrase, we were engaged 1n so-
cialing our physical hife in order to attan greater
freedom for our spiritual hife Never has the dis-
tinction been more clearly stated

HAD TO wait some time before I could draw

refreshment and dehight from another book by
Havelock Ellis Between 1890 and 1900 he pub-
Lished several, but they were not for me At last,
after ten years, I held m my hands “The Nineteenth
Century, a dialogue 1n Utopia” As soon as I
looked into 1t, I was under the spell again

Here can be found all the views which are held
today by intelligent men and women throughout
the world Twenty-eight years ago nearly all who
considered themselves intelhgent regarded war as a
necessity and on the whole rather a good thing, they
could not comprehend that nationahty and patriot-
1sm would ever be classed among the obstacles to
cwivihization  They looked blank when the barbar-
ities of Industriahsm were mentioned Beauty they
believed to be something that artists manufactured
Progress they professed therr fervent faith m—

(Continued on page 65)
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Havelock Ellis

The Light of Understanding

By HUGH DE SELINCOURT

HE SEVENTH and last volume of the Stu-
dies 1n the Psychology of Sex will shortly ap-
pear Amongst other things it will contain The
History of Florrie which was first published 1n the
Amencan Psycho-analytic Review Vol 6 Nos 3
and 4, under the title “The Mechamsm of Sexual
Deviation” The work 1s the record of a case m
which a woman was freed from a troublesome com-
plex
In one way 1t 1s perhaps the finest achievement
of Havelock Ellis one of the loveliest flowers on
the great tree of his work Many other accounts of
cases exist which, because the author 1s more gifted
as psychologist than as writer, are expressed mn a
sort of techmeal shorthand which 1s baffling to the
ordmary reader, and (one has the uncomfortable
feehng) are meant to be baffling The ancient Med-
icme Man was unwilling to free the ummtiated, on
whom he lived, from the superstitious dread of his
knowledge, and used devices the fear of which we
have outgrown, Modern Medieme Man uses
termmology and assumes an air of authority which
many of us have still to outgrow Both seem more
anxious to play on our 1ignorance for their own ends
than to further our enhghtenment The ordinary
honest man who wishes to become more honest 1s at
first distressed by their parlance, then surprised at
therr mutual detestation of each other and finally 1s
apt to turn away from them all as from charlatans,
who are more desirous of their own prestige and
success than of the spread of wisdom

Love of Truth

Goethe 1n lus maxims makes two wise remarks
which throw light upon the matter in hand he says
“The first and last thing required of gemus 1s love
of truth”, and m another place he explains what
love of truth entails ‘“Love of truth shows itself
1n this, that a man knows how to find and value the
good m everything ”

I can thimk of no work which illustrates these
qualities more micely than the History of Florre
which 1n other hands would be the dullish record of
an unsavory case, mstructive perhaps to the mental
specialist but of no interest to the ordinary ntelh-
gent man Havelock Ellis, however, 1s first and
foremost an artist, and i his hands the mere record
of a case emerges 1nto a perfect httle work of art,
without a single trace of unsavory element, not be-
cause any fact has been omitted or slurred over (on
the contrary there 1s a clarity which none but an

artist would dare to attain or could attan), but be-
cause as 1t cannot be too often insisted, all unsavori-
ness exists in the eye of the beholder

What then constitutes the magic difference be-
tween the record of a case and a perfect little work
of art? Itis worth mquiring into, because the dif-
ference 1s as fundamental, and as simple, as the dif-
ference between seemng people (especially our
friends) 1n terms of what they are not, and seeing
people (especially our friends) in terms of what
they are the difference between plus and minus
the difference between a creative attitude towards
Iife and a negative attitude towaids life, the dif-
ference between growth and disease a difference
which 1t 15 essential for every human bemng’s health
to recognize distinctly

The Cure of Florne

From the pomt of view of disease, Florne was
obviously afflicted with grievous tendencies that
cannot be mentioned outside a consulting-room She
was a very intelligent woman, a strong supporter
of the Woman’s Movement, appearing to those
around her as a delightful person n every way yet
she 1s gripped by an overmastering evil thing with
which she 1s quite unable to contend alone Fear
and virtuousness and self righteous judgment—the
usual negative attitude towards hfe—would keep
her to the consulting-room (of the prison) until she
was fit to consort with respectable persons She
herself felt she was doomed for an asylum, mto
which the negative attitude would quite surely have
driven her

Fortunately, however, for herself (and also as 1t
turns out for all who care for the mysteries of hu-
man nature) she read Love and Pam, in a volume
of the “Sex Studies” and wrote to Havelock Elhs
She got m touch with the creative attitude towards
Iife, and was healed “Henceforth Florrie knows
herself She walks in hght where formerly she
stumbled 1n a darkness full of awful specters For
years a mysteriously-cloaked, terrible figure had
seized her from behind n an ron clutch she could
not shake off, threatening her with insamity and all
sorts of dreadful fates Now she 1s able to turn
round and face 1t and the iron clutch loosens
and the monster dissolves into mist, a mist that even
seems beautiful

And how was the conversion accomplhished? In
the same way as the conversion of the dull record
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of a case into a work of art was accomplished “The
whole method needed to insure Florrie’s progress
lay mn surrounding her with an atmosphere That
atmosphere was simply one of sympathetic com-
prehension ”

And like Florrie, that 1s the atmosphere we find
n reading the account of her recovery The artist
1s not shocked, 1s not horrified, does not judge or
condemn, his one passion 1s to understand To him
everything that lives 1s holy He sees a beaut:iful
thing trapped and stopped he releases the teeth of
the trap by his understanding and frees what 1s mm-
prisoned

The Passion to Understand

And this attitude of understanding 1t 1s which
brings 1t about that by the faithful relation of one
case, that of Florrie, hight 1s thrown not only on the
mystery of a woman’s nature but of all human na-
ture No intelhgent man or woman reading this
account of a troubled woman healed could fail to
learn something of the secrets of theiwr bemng, the
knowledge which 1s most precious to every one
Perhaps the main pomnt which the hght of under-
standing 1n this History illuminates 1s the artist’s
attitude towards what are generally regarded with
horror as monstrous things,—namely perversions
The artist does not see perversions 1 the negative
Lght of fear and horror he sees them as part of
human nature as part of his own nature For, from
the creative point of view, a perversion resembles a
broken spoke of a wheel, which obtrudes and be-
comes visible by being broken, but 1s none the less
as sure a part of every human bemng as are the un-
broken unseen spokes of a revolving wheel Or as
an mstrument 1n the great orchestra which 1s being
used to the detriment or exclusion of other mstru-
ments, but which 1s part of every full orchestra, and
without which none of the finest symphonies can
be performed

The Greatness of Elhs

This Lttle History of Florre 1s a beautiful ep1-
tome of all Havelock Elhs’s work Behind whom
has not loomed this termble cloaked figure with the
iron grip—which understanding alone can help a
man to face so that the iron clutch loosens and the
monster dissolves into mist? Who has, through
a long arducus hfe, caring nothing for sneers or ob-
loquy or neglect, quetly, persistently, unflinching-
ly, hived and suffered and worked to lessen this mon-
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ster’s power, or rather by understanding, to enable
human beings to use its power, and turn 1t from =
blight and a devastation into an mspiration and a
supreme joy? Who but Havelock Ellis? He still
lives he still works he still loves Gradually the
generation 1s comning to realize that in 1ts mudst hives
one of those rare spirits whom Whitman called An-
swerers Gradually they are beginning to acclaim
him more gradually still some are beginmng to
learn from his work and to apply its beaut:iful wis-
dom to their own lhives, And thus ever so slowly but
ever so wevitably the sum of human happimess 1s
mncreased

Lives of him are written and bemng written
They cannot dispose of hun, they may attract to his
work Meanwhile this Review continues its yearly
homage to the man 1n its good February birthday
number and when Margaret Sanger asked me to
contribute once again I accepted once again as one
accepts a great honor, though the result 1s only once
again to try and stutter out one’s gratitude and
one’s devotion to a man whose hfe and whose work
have brought one nearer to all that 1s precious in
one’s own lhife, have quickened one’s power of ap-
preciation and have helped one to become something
of what one longs to become A chance on no ac-
count to be missed, 1f only to be able to write those
great words

’Gainst death and all oblivious enmity
Shall you pace forth,

conscious that the prophecy contamned in them 1s
once agamn m beautiful course of fulfilment—to the
lasting benefit of mankind

Goodwill and Love

Goethe says, and the beautiful kmship of spirit
between these two great humanitarians gives vivid
meaning to his words which, in spite of all modern
smartness remain eternally true

“Ill-will and hatred limit the observer to the sur-
face, even when associated with keen perception
On the other hand when keen perception 1s closely
umited with goodwill and love, it penetrates the
world and mankind, and truly 1t may hope to at-
tan to the highest ”

These words dispose of many clever fellows, but
throw a steady hight upon the mind of a man hke
Havelock Elhs, helping all who read them night,
better to appreciate the value of s work

k.
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Havelock Ellis

His Aid to Psycho-analysis

By GerTrRUDE DONIGER

OGETHER with the general current interest
in psycho-analysis and rather free use of
Freudian termmology, are some badly confused
ideas about analytic therapy To some, psvcho-
analysis means nothing more than professional
sanction for free love, to others 1t means the open-
ing of a new and large field for salacious reading
Usually those who protest in loudest terms agamst
the analytic technique have the least mformation
on the subject and are wilhing to let the matter pass
with a word about the distinctive nature of human
sexuahity

Sexual Psychoanalysis

Why, 1t 15 often asked, if psycho-analysis 1s a
method of medical treatment for those suffering
from mental disorders, 1s the subject of sex always
in the foreground durmng the major period of the
analytic treatment? The answer 1s to be found n
the precepts of conventional morality which has se-
lected this natural impulse, above all others, for the
dumping ground of taboos and threats Although
Amenrcan psychologists and social scientists recog-
mze the parrowness of the onginal view of Freud,
which tended to reduce all motives to one connected
with sex, they have come to take cognizance of his
contribution to the understanding of human mo-
tives No one has helped us more toward this end,
or given us more carefully collected data on the im-
pulses that underhe human conduct than Havelock
Ellis While he does not claim the title of psycho-
analyst for himself, we cannot fail to recognize the
importance of his contributions mn the study of sex-
val problems Freud does not with-hold his ap-
preciation for the work of Ellis m connection with
dream mechanisms when he refers to the investiga-
tions of the latter as “happy antrcipations of our
deductions”, thus admitting Elhis into the brother-
hood of pioneers in that field of research From
tume to time psychatry acknowledges 1its indebted-
ness to Mr Ellis for the comage of a technieal term,
or for the presentation of fresh chinical matenal
It 15 possible that the prejudice agamnst analytic
therapy has already begun to relax, so that with
the entrance of more medical men mnto that field and
the continual spread of the analytic doctrine we may
expect to find more and newer terms and more case
material We have already seen such a growth in

the teachings of Freud Whatever may be the
changes 1n specific technique, Mr Ellis will remam
our most comprehensive, scientific and moderate
sexologist, upon whom psycho-analysts have drawn
liberally both for scientific facts and for a warm and
sympathetic understending of the task before them
Havelock Ellis has popularized the subject more
effectively and more moffensively than any other
scholar

Removng Inhibifions

In a series of lectures delivered at the Umversity
of Vienna, Freud was careful to state that advice
and gwidance concerning conduct i hfe does not
form an integral part of the analytic method He
stated that the analyst wishes, as far as possible, to
refrain from playing the part of the mentor and
wants nothing more or better than that the patient
should find lis own solutions for himself This 1s
the process of education in the true sense that Mr
Kllis hopes for The aim of psycho-analysis, ac-
cording to Mr Elhs, is not “the suppression of nat-
ural impulses nor even the imstallation of sound
rules and maxims for their control, not the press-
mg in but the leading out of the mdividual’s special
tendencies It removes inhibitions, even mhibitions
that were placed upon the individual or that he con-
sciously or unconsciously placed upon hinself with
the best moral intentions, and by so doing 1t allows
a large and freer and more natively spontaneous
morahty to come mto play It has this influence
above all 1n the sphere of sex, where such inhibitions
have been most powerfully l2id on the native m-
pulse, where the natural tendencies have been most
surrounded by taboos and terrors, most tinged with
artificial stains of impurnity and degradation de-
rved from ahen and antiquated traditions Thus
the therapeutical experience of the psvcho-analysts
remnforces the lessons we learn from physiology and
psychology and the imtimate experiences of Life ”

Mr Ells has presented his facts, he does not
preach or frighten us into believing The value of
his work remains 1n his sincerity and his willingness
to carry his researches to therr logical conclusions
His diversity of interests has brought the results
of his investigations not only before psycho-an-
alysts, but as well mto the fields of sex hygiene, the
psychiatry of sex and Birth Control

e,
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Havelock Ellis

The Physician

OR THE SPRING of 1928, Houghton,
Miffin and Company announce the publica-
tion of “Havelock Ellis—Philosopher of Love”, a
study of the development of Elhs' thought and
work The author, Houston Peterson, an instruc-
tor in philosophy at Columbia University, has given
us the privilege of using before publication a pass-
age which tells of a little known side of Havelock
Ellhs’ scientific traming for his great work on the
psychology of sex
His interest m this subject began in his curiously
philosophic childhood At sixteen he decided that
this should be s hfe study and in this determna-
tion he never wavered until, in 1909, the great sixth
volume, on the social apphieations of his subject, was
fimshed The mecident of the young boy’s decision,
which was to determme the course of his Iife for
more than thirty years, Mr Peterson describes

“One eveming he was walking up and down an avenue
of eucalyptus trees A thousand locusts sang the chorus
to hus meditations What was the meaning of this storm
m his soul, why all this reticence about sex, why all this
vague talk about sin® Then and there he made up hs
mind to devote himself to the study of the matter in order
to save other young people from the perplexities which
tormented hm! He would explore the dangerous ocean
of sex, and perhaps find for humamty an earthly para-
dlse »”

This was the first step The next was taken three
years later when he decided that the practical means
of begmning work was to take a medical course
He entered St Thomas’ Hospital, London, at the
age of twenty and in 1889 he received his diploma
Of the spint in which the course was undertaken
and the course 1tself, Mr Peterson says

“In the mdst of this arduous medical trammng, Elhs
never forgot that he had undertaken 1t entirely as a means
to further ends ‘The work for me’ he writes Olve
Schreiner m May, 1884, ‘lies 1n the things I have to say
some day I cannot help making even doctoring subser
vient to that’

“The one subject of his course in which Elhs dis-
tinguished himself was mdwifery He was given partic-
ularly good mstruction by Dr H Gervis and Dr Robert
Cory, authorities 1n obstetrics and the diseases of women
While living at the hospital during two-week periods m
the summers of 1881-2-3-4, he made over a hundred deliv-
eries among the poor people of Lambeth, Vauxhall and
adjomng districts Awakened in hus upper room at any
hour of the mght by a jingling bell, he would often be led
away to some vermun-infested hole where water and hght

were scarce His first case was a drunken woman
stretched out on the floor among her howlng children
One day a relative of a prospective mother came to the
hospital and requested Elhs’s services mm the following
comphmentary fashion  “Don’t send any of those young
students Send us that elderly gentleman, with the beard
He 1s so very kind” The elderly gentleman was getting

on toward twenty-five

“In the same letter to Olive Schreiner, Ellis said that
he hked most 1 his medical traimng the obstetrical work
m the summers “If T don’t learn much that 1s fresh in
obstetrics I learn how the people hive and think, which 1s
very interesting, and also I enjoy the supreme luxury of
living and carmg for them—knowing that T may because
1t 15 good for them It 1s quite a new and delicious experi-
ence to them sometimes, and they are so grateful for what
are really only hittle silly nothings *

N 1886 he fimished his work in St Thomas and

two winters he spent as unqualified assistant to

a physician in the small mining town of Dalton in

Lancashire and later in the mill town of Blackburn

Three years later he recerved his diploma and, with

mtervals for hterary work, he spent the two suc-
ceeding years substituting for practitioners

“That marked the end of Elhs’s medical career,” says
Mr Peterson “It took too much time from his principal
work He had practiced long enough to gamn the back-
ground that he needed and learn the secrets of the pro-
fession, not long enough to become calloused to suffering
or lose the precious sense of novelty where individuals are
concerned Since then he has been a physician of souls,
while keeping up with the developments 1 medicine to a
remarkable degree This combination of mterests in Ells
was not merely fortuitous or fortunate, it seems to have
been essential in the past century to those students who
prerced most deeply into the secrets of the human
mmd

“Elhs the physician cannot be separated from Ells the
psychologist and e¢ritic  The years at 8t Thomas’s were
an mtegral part of his career and he 1s 2 hicensed member
of the Bnritish medical profession It would have been
appropriate for that profession to give him some official
recogmtion as the world’s authority on a not ummportant
phase of human health, and the Royal Society might have
made him a Fellow without lowering its standards, but
physicians and scientists generally are notorously re-
ticent about that very act which brought them into exist-
ence,—and Ellis has not suffered serously from their
neglect
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Havelock Ellis

Some Remimscences and Interpretations

By Percivar CHUBB

HE HAVELOCK ELLIS of whom I
shall write must be, in the main, the
friend of long ago, and yet 1 feel that m
essentials 1t will be the Havelock Ells of to-
day For when, after many years, I looked him up
in the summer of 1923, it was the same simple, gen-
uine, quiet Elhis vho greeted me, asf we had parted
but yesterday He was more august but here was
the same ready smile, the same upstanding figure,
and,—Ah, yes!—the same old molluscous hand-
shake Furthermore, here mn the hittered and dusty
room was the same indifference to surroundings I
had to find him out through the mean streets of a
shabby suburb What a dwelling for an Olympian!
But 1t reaffirmed the old paradox,—a ligh sensi-
tiveness msensitive to the near-at-hand He was
lodged in a dingy world, but he was not hving
there He dwelt still in an Epicurean garden of
the mind This 15 a first clue to him m s work
Let me follow 1t

The early copy of “The Dance of Lafe,” which
he then gave me, lies here beside the cherished auto-
graph copy of “The New Spint,” his first book,
mailed to me overseas 1n 1890, soon after I had left
him In the later book I found the ripened and
enriched frution of the first Elhs “arrmved” with
the first Although during the interval of thirty-
three years, much has happened, the “new spimt”
has carried over To be sure, Ellis the scientific in-
vestigator of Sex has intervened, but Ells the hu-
manst essayist has survived and triumphed The
general attitude toward Iife and the general outlook
upon it remam in essentials what they were

The Real Olympian

“I saw Elhs!” chortled one of our younger lt-
erary men to me on his return from England “Ah!
there’s your real Olympian' To look at as well as
to talk with!” It is true This Jovian presence
was n the making forty years ago 'The calm de-
tachment, the far-ranging eye, the simple dignity,
were there in the old days But no thunderbolts'
Never any heroics, never any outpourings of im-
petuous speech  So 1t has continued There were,
for instance, no hghtmings of wrath for those who
mahgned him when he explored the field of sex
“Filthy-minded!” they spat That charge arouses
a frniend’s mdignation Never was there so ludicrous
a slander Here was one who hived m the cool clean

air of the uplands of thought His was—let me
venture the word!-—the chastest mind I have ever
known m a large and affluent nature His work on
Sex like his handling of the Woman question and
Love mught almost be the work of a disembodied
spirit He can’t be vulgar There 1s not a trace of
the satyr mbhim He 1s too astral,—too dispassion-
ately scientific—too imaginatively sensitive I do
not know where to look for the same fusion of scien-
tific and esthetic endowment 1n the same fine bal-
ance His accusers were self-accused

Sprritual Seremity

The ultimate explanation of this 1s that, despite
his estheticism, he does not actually live 1n the close-
enfolding world of the senses There 1s no turbu-
lence of the senses mn his books these have little
feel of personality I recall the past agam He
was, above all things, shy and reticent He came
to meetings, but said nothing Next day you might
get his reactions 1n a letter He was most himself
at his desk, pen 1n hand 'The mner Ellis was a
scribe  Unworldly, yet human, solemn, yet suave,
his personality 1s elusive  Olive Schremner’s audaci-
ous characterization,—*a cross between Christ and
a faun”,*—was a daring attempt to it off that dual
self,—now in grave repose, and now with that faun-
ish stule  But we must not press it  There 1s the
broad conquering brow to reckon with, tts freight of
knowledge and 1ts robust and lucid mentality He-
braic he 15 not, he 1s more Greek,—Alexandrian,
perhaps

The absence of the Hebraic stress in him 1s a
cardmal factor The disinterested intellectualism
and the sensitive estheticism leave no room for He-
braic ethical energy They are the clues, I have
said, to his fine, clean handhing of Sex and Woman
and Love They also explain the fact that this
protean mind 1s characterized by a striking ethical
naiveté  “There 1s no struggle on my brow ” no
seams and wrinkles of spiritual perturbation I
used to think that he showed no sense of the agony
and bloody sweat of human travall And his big
book confirms my early feehng about him Lafe
15 a dance'—not, O Imperal Stoic,—your grim
wresthng test He 1s on this score as incornigible as
ever Religion 1s still for him an esthetic anodyne,
to which we resort when the dancing becomes a brt

*See also her dlagnosis In the letter quoted by Isazc Goldberg on page
113 of his study of E'lis
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feverish But for Ellis the dancing 1s an 1imagina-
tive spectacle to spheric music  The harsh chords,
the harrowing dissonances, the broken melodies, he
seldom notes They do not seem to penetrate his
wvory walls  For him, as for Montaigne in his tower

among his books, life 1s spectacular, not participa-
tive

Here I can scarcely help becoming personal 1
tread on dangerous ground, but I believe that
Ells the man 1s the key to Ellhs the thinker and
writer Elhs dancing was unthinkable This or
any other form of participation m the sportive
world,—n athletics, 1n smging or yarming, or mn
dramatics,—was foreign to the flesh-and-blood
Elhs He 1s an Epicurean of imagmative retire-
ment—a delighted spectator of the Dance He
tastes vicariously of these dances of the human
species, his 1magmation rejoices mn them, he
weaves lovely patterns about them, he builds win-
ning theories out of them And he does 1t deftly
and often with quite exquisite and entertaining
skill And all this he does by virtue of the delicate
sensitiveness, the disinterested aloofness, the insati-
able cunosity, the many-sided cathoherty, and the
power of imaginative divination, which no other
English essayist has exhibited

Sigmificance of “The Dance of Life”

It 1s not my purpose to attempt any apprasal of
his view of Iife, or to meet the question that arises
when we have put down “The Dance of Life” and
ask,~—What 1s the significance and value of this re-
markable contrmibution to the solvent thought of our
time? What does 1t all amount to? But one re-
action 1s 1n place here, for its bearing on the pont
I have raised above To me the book 1s a some-
what bewildering manifestation of sensitive recep-
tivity How many are capable of following this
rich scient:fic-esthetic responsiveness to the many
interpretations, scientific and sociological, philo-
sophical and poetic, artistic and esthetic, of our
caiviization? His 1s no touch-and-go, superficial
acquaintance with the endless file of writers and
tendencies he passes in review His 1s no patch-
work eclecticism  'We have a closely textured pat-
tern of thinking But the salient interrogation
1s—what are the omissions? And the omission
which counts for most 1s that which concerns the
ethical naiveté 1 have spoken of Elhs has no pa-
tience with metaphysics and the ethical phlosophy
of the schools The concept of personality scarcely
exists for i To the interrogation, What 1s man
in his ethical essence and how does the considera-
tion of his inner drama affect the thesis that Iife
1s a dance?—there s no answer, or at least an an-
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swer that locks like trifing to hard-beset human
bemngs Pain, suffering, disaster, desolation, the
human cry, the prophetic soul,—how are these to
be reckoned with? This brilhant and beautiful
tapestry of the Dance—how shall it suffice us? To
cope with these questions would lead us into a diffi-
cult debate about first and last things, and I merely
raise the 1ssues as involved 1n a entical understand-
ing of Ellis’s general temper and attitude

Remmiscences

Let me now turn to the personal equation n an-
other relationshp For one who has enjoyed
Ellis’s quiet and sincere friendship the contrast fin-
ally presents itself between the rich complexity of
his writings and the ssmpheity of his nature and his
ways We all felt his shy reticence, but we knew
that much was gomng on mside that reserved per-
sonality, that he was reading voraciously, thinking
unceasingly, writing much He was exploring
corners we had never sighted, and discovering por-
tents we had never suspected He had taken up
a dozen scents we had never smffed His ssmpheity
was not that of an easy, amiable acquescence He
was stubbornly and openly independent We knew
his dissents and antipathies Here was the stmplic-
1ty of unassailable mntellectual rectitude and frank-
ness KElhs was incorruptible

But there was more in 1t than that We were all
deliberate “simphfiers” in those early days — we
were so for reasons, and ultumately for the reason
which emerges clearly i the closing chapter of
Elhs’s big book In the great battle between ac-
qusttion and the burden of mechanism and mate-
rial things and, on the other side, hiving for creative
and contemplative activity, we were enlisted for the
latter cause It sounds hke “talking big”, but
there was really very lttle pose in the attitude
Elhs is 2 proof His wntings do not suggest “pose”
His career and his own very simple habit of hfe are
a refutation of any such charge 'We were with the
currents that flowed through Morns, Carpenter,
Tolstoy and others At our outings—with thewr
chmaetic shilling-teas at some rural tea-shop, verit-
able festal banquetsl—we often read aloud under-
neath the bough on the Surrey hills or in Kentish
woods, Thoreau and Emerson and Whitman with
a naive gusto

True, there was an element of necessity 1n this
virtue We-~—say, a round score of us,—had to be
simple We were impecumous I recall many a
sixpenny luncheon and tea at the A B C tea-shops,
—and many a dessert “off pictures with Elhs
afterwards, at the Natonal Gallery We went 1n
perforce for the simple things that were cheap But
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1t was not a case of sour grapes These things, out-
doors and m,—tramps, concerts, museums, hbrar-
1es, cheap books,—were to be had by the ambitious
poor For Ellis 1t was a matter of simplifying the
conditions of living so as to be free to do his work
And that work was complex mn a complex contem-
porary situation We pass on, then, to this com-
plexity of the environment

Here we reach the root of the subject, we have the
key to Elhs’s period of gestation To understand
his variety and many-sidedness we must consider
his inborn curiosity and sensitiveness 1n the midst of
what I am tempted to call the English Renascence,
—the days of the New Spint, the seething Eightes,
the turn of the tide, the birth of the modern spirit in
England That 1s too long a story to tell, and 1t
has never been adequately told A few references
must suffice The New Social Conscience, as Henry
D Lloyd called 1t, was born after the epoch of
Laissez Faire Individualism  “The Bitter Cry of
Outcast London” was heard, and Toynbee Hall
was one of the many responses Toynbee himself
expressed the nfluence of Ruskin, the Greens,
Hinton, Besant Socialism, Land Nationahzation,
Philosophical Anarchism, Fabianism, the Univers-
1ty Exension Movement, the Arts and Crafts move-
ment, the New Drama (after Pnero, Ibsen I re-
member attending the first performance of Ibsen
with Ellis and Olive Schremer) , the new Internat-
1onalism, due to the vogue of Ibsen and the Scan-
dinavians, Tolstoy and the Russians, and the newer
men of Germany and France, the invasion of Mo-
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net and the Impressionists,—and so on This must
suffice to suggest the mamfold nfluences at work
in those days of ferment, and all of them were for-
mative mfluences for Elhs No one was more sen-
sitive to them, or more easily was i touch with
them, and no one was more sensitive and assimila-
tive of them

Ellis 15 then a fruition of these seemmgly con-
trary forces,—simmphfication and complexity e
stands for the endeavor to harmomze them 'That
accounts for his eclecticism and his estheticism
And that accounts for the relation 1n his work, or
lack of relation, between reality and magmation

Here I must end abruptly We have to catch up
with Elils  'We are not mn the best mood to-day to
profit by hm Nor are we in the best mood to dis-
cern wherein he must be supplemented, as to speak
personally, I think he must be 'To say that his
spiritualized Eprcureamsm must be tempered by a
neo-Stoicism 1s to cover the 1ssue only partially I
am thinkmg of a Stoicism cut loose from the de-
terminism which must be fatal to the free creative
activity which Ells himself regards as the one thing
needful There must be the ethical cover to save us
from the paralyzing extravagances of our modish
mechanistic bent Mechanism 1s for Slaves “Crea-
tive”, Ellis’s key-word, carrymg the postulate of
Ethics as well as Esthetics, 1s the word to save us
from the concept of hfe as mere puppetry—accom-
panied, however, as 1t strongly 1s, by Promethean
protest from all those whe have any creative urge
And with these Ellis belongs

Havelock Ellis

A Trbute to the Master from George Seibel

AVELOCK ELLIS 1s more than a psycho-
logist, more than a hterary man he 1s an
apostle of the new spimt in science and art That
spirit 1s the spimt of truth and liberty  All about
us are the ancient inhibitions, like ghosts of the past,
shrouded n ternfying words People fear these
words, and are afraid to transgress the taboos for
which they stand Havelock Ellis has been one of
those choice spirits who have shown that these words
are merely sound, that belind them 1s nothing but
shadows, and that they cannot bar the way if hu-

mamty 18 really free He has a piercing’ scientific
vision and a lucid Iiterary style Others have seen
as clearly, but have not been able to set forth as
clearly what they saw Others have had the gift of
expression, but have lacked the piercing eye and the
acid intelhgence It 1s this that has made Have-
lock Eliis a force—a major prophet of man’s march
toward the pronused land of tomorrow Look at
his picture—does 1t not remind you of the Sargent
frieze? We hail him as one of the Seers and Saviors
of the race!
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Havelock Ellis

A Tribute From Waldo Frank

F one’s admiration for Havelock Elhs 1s based
on true understanding, the impulse to praise
him 1s offset by one’s reluctance to employ vague
words m appreciation of such a man Only a com-
plete mastery of s work can justify breaking the
silence of one’s respect for Havelock Ellis And 1
have no such mastery 1 have read a number of
his books, but T have not read all My experience
of him 1s of a man whose mind 1s sensitive and 1m-
mense,, whose spirit 1s almost femmmely subtle and
yet adventurous mn measures vastly beyond the
petty specializations of our age Havelock Elhs
1s both a scholar and a poet each gift m him has
spurred the other on each has made the man suffer,
suffer creatively the fulfillment of both in a life
marvelously quick with search and understanding
has made 2 hero This i1s probably the trait one has
leas. hesitance mm noting, when one’s imperfect
knowledge of Havelock Elhs’s work bars from de-

talled comment There 1s mtellectual heroism n
this career 1 have felt 1t in all that I have read of
him I know nothing of Mr Ells’s personal lfe,
and I do not refer to the rather common heroism of
any creator 1n our possessive age the heroism that
makes a man give up the miserable prizes of success
for the far greater guerdons of the spirit What 1
refer to 1s a heroism of a rarer sort a certain inex-
orable self-standard, a sant-like test of one’s own
convictions and sensations, before any object This
man’s Wisdom would have seemed sound to the
Rabbis of the Talmud, lis Truth would have been
Judged well-won by the severest adepts among the
Hindus He has sought understanding mn psy-
chology, in pathology, n literature, in racial and
social problems, with a rehgious spirnt  To every
detail of his iInnumerable mterests he has brought a
wholeness of acceptance—which 1s to say a holiness
of spint He s a truly rehigious man

Qe

Speaking of the Conference

By ABraBAM

‘¥ AM being constantly asked”, said Sir Bernard
Mallet, the chairman of the conference, m his
opening address, “what are the precise objects for
which this conference has been called” This query
was put forward not only by wisitors, for many of
the delegates themselves were evidently quite un-
certamn as to the exact aims and purposes of the
gathermmg  Sir Bernard himself cautiously vent-
ured to suggest that “a full discussion on purely
scientific hnes of the theories, facts and statistics re-
lating to population problems will lead to a greater
mternational agreement” Undoubtedly a certamn
amount of internationzal good-will has been engen-
dered by the conference, and a basis laid for future
meetings and discussions  Judging, however, from
the marked differences of opimmion and viewpoints
expressed by the representatives of the various nat-
1onalities, 1t will require many, many more confer-
ences for anything hke an mternational agreement
regarding the population problems of the world

StonE, M D

Nevertheless the services of those responsible for
the planning and convemng of the conference can-
not be overestimated The problems of population
are extremely complex and intimately bound up
with national, rehigious, and pohtical sentiment,
with racial sympathies and antipathies, with a
strong emotional bias To have been able to bring
together respresentatives from a dozen or more na-
tions for the dehberation of a multitude of such
problems is a noteworthy accomplhshment 1n 1tself
To have had the debates take place on a ligh scien-
tific plane, with comparatively httle rancor and with
at least an apparent open-mmdedness was a fine
example of the spirit of scientific research, and a
tribute to the sincerity and the tact of the organ-
1zers

There are those who would say perhaps that the
apparent decorum and absence of hostilities during
the meetings was due m no small part to the diffi-
culties of language The official languages of the
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conference were Enghsh and French All printed
material appeared in both languages, but during the
sessions papers were read and discussions carried
on m one language only, at times in Enghsh and at
times 1n French depending upon the nationality and
learning of the speaker 'The assumption was ap-
parently that all present would understand both
Enghsh and French Unfortunately one could
readily observe that this was not the case There
were many delegates who understood but one of
these tongues, and there were some who understood
neither Under the circumstances the best one could
do was to assume a silent and respectful attitude
It 1s ;Indeed difficult to become excited over a theory
or proposition when 1t 1s expressed in a language
with which one has but a passing acquaintance
Doubtless the harmony would have been less per-
fect 1f Esperanto—the suggestion of one delegate—
had been the common language used!

It should be mentioned, however, that some of
the difficulties caused by the differences of
languages were compensated for by the “Journal”
The “Journal” was pubhshed daily during the con-
ference period, and contained the papers and dis-
cussions of the previous day together with the pro-
gram for the following sessions It was printed in
English and 1n French, in two parallel columns, and
was supplied to the delegates at their hotels every
morning The “Journal” was quite an achieve-
ment, and was made possible entirely through the
generosity and efforts of Mr Slee

An evaluation of the accomphshments of the
congress cannot readily be made The results of
such meetings are frequently too intangible to be
precisely defined Certamly, many theories and
viewpoints, often nationally cherished, were sub-
jected to critical analyses by men from other coun-
tries, many new avenues of approach to the popula-
tion problem were opened, the urgent need for more
data, statistics and facts regarding the world popu-
lation was clearly established, and a full discussion
of the subject has, as Albert Thomas of the Inter-
national Labor Bureau pomted out, “dimimshed
hostility”, and it has promoted a greater ‘entente
cordiale’ among the scientific workers n the fields
represented The most concrete result of the con-
ference was, of course, the orgamzation of a perma-
nent nternational commttee for the purpose of
watching developments, of promoting and encour-
aging research and of calling future meetings The
committee consists of a number of leading scientists
from several countries, and further progress toward
the realization of an “international agreement” hes
now within their hands

One other accomplishment of the conference,
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however, must be mentioned In this respect 1t per-
formed almost the impossible For three days bio-
lognsts, economusts, statisticians, sociologists, eugen-
ists, physicians deliberated upon the problems of
population and yet during all these three days there
was practically not a single open discussion about
Birth Control The question of Birth Control was
evidently taboo It was hike a highly charged ob-
Ject which everyone tried to avoid and no one dared
to touch or handle for fear of a deadly explosion

“This 1s not to be a propaganda conference”,
saxd the scientists, “but a dispassionate and scientific
deliberation of the population question, hence Birth
Control advocates are offic:ally not to participate in
1t”  Granting and even approving this attitude,
one may still, however, honestly question why the
existence of this wide-spread movement, and the
effects that a more universal application of contra-
ceptive methods would have upon solving many
perplexing population problems should not have
been fully, openly and even “dispassionately” dis-
cussed at the sessions of a world population confer-
ence

Birth Control not Forgotten

Not that the relation of voluntary farmly himita-
tion to the population question was not considered
at all On the contrary, incidental allusions to the
fact were made by many members ‘“In France,”
admutted Lucien March, “for a considerable time
and without any propaganda having been neces-
sary, imitation of famles has been general and it
15 a result of rational forethought” “Not only Ger-
many,” said Prof Grotjakn, “but all peoples of
western Eurcpean culture, must take account of the
fact that they have entered upon the transition pe-
riod from the intensive to the rational type of re-
production” “In Sweden”, said Prof Silver-
stolpe, “nowadays very few people look upon Birth
Control as an evil, and nobody becomes really al-
armed when the statisticians tell us that with the
prevaihng rate of nativity, the population will with-
in a comparatively short time show a state of stab-
ihization ” Among the eugemie measures mentioned
by Prof Haldane of England, “equal opportumty
for famuly hmitation m all classes’” was mcluded
And the papers of Professors Fairchild and East
on Population even led one French delegate to ex-
claim exctedly “Quelque-chose, cependant, nous
manque a cette conference un buste de Malthus”—
there 1s something that we muss at this conference—
a bust of Malthus'

(Continued on page 59)
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Margaret Sanger

BDarth Control Review

Comes to Berlin

By AcNEsS SMLDLEY

LTHOUGH Germanv 1s a land more natural
mn 1its attitude toward sex than England or
America, as well as toward the various problems
arsing out of sex, and although there are no laws
against contraceptive methods, still Mrs Sanger’s
visit to Berlin created a most remarkable stir
There were people who, apparently blinded by their
own knowledge, said 1t was unnecessary to speak on
Birth Control in Germany, for everyone knew all
about contractptive methods, and these methods
could be bought in every druggist shop But a
closer inquiry showed quite a different state of af-
fairs
Amazxng Abortion Figures

For instance, the Zetschrift fur Hygiene, some
months ago, contaned an article by Dr Freuden-
berg i which statistics of abortion were given for
the vears 1923-24 1n Berln According to these
statisties, out of 44,000 known pregnancies n Old
Berlin, 23,000 resulted i abortions, about 20,000
did not reach completion due to venereal diseases,
anly only 1,000 were carried to full ime Further-
more, the Archiv fur Soxale Hygiene und Demo-
graphie which now lies before me, gives statistics
from 1913-24 for the city of Madgeburg not far
from Berlin These figures show that abortions
reached the amazing total of 42 4 per cent These
only include the known abortions

If contraceptive methods are indeed so well
known in Germany, these figures are mexplicable
And even 1f well known, we are justified 1n stating
that they are not scientific, and women become dis-
couraged with their faillure and do not even use
them Furthermore, the success of Mrs Sanger’s
book, “Woman and the New Race,” which was
translated into German last year, as well as the
success of almost every other book purporting to
give knowledge on this all-important subject, shows
that German women are 1n serious need of scientific
knowledge It was to get some brief idea of the
conditions and to see what the possibilities were of
starting a Birth Control Chinic that Mrs Sanger
came to Germany

Beseiged by Cualicrs

From the day she and Mr Slee, her husband, ar-
rived in Berlin on December 1st, to the time they
left ten days later, Mrs Sanger was besieged from
morning unti] nmght by callers, letters from men
and women physicians and scientists, by telephone
calls, and by dinners or teas given in their honor

where the subject of Birth Control was discussed
with great frankness and seriousness She did not
even have one evening free for a concert, a theatre,
or an opera Because of her health, only two
speaking engagements had been arranged, the chief
of which was a lecture under the auspices of the
Assocration of German Medical Women, and the
second a general lecture before a joint gathering of
Chinese and Indian residents in Berlim  Plans for
lectures before trade union women, and the Gen-
eral Women’s Association, had been abandoned, but
after all it seems that these may just as well have
been arranged, for she was not spared any m the
longrun Her arrival was announced by a very ex-
cellent interview in the Berliner Tageblatt, the lead-
mg daily of Berhin, m which she told that she had
arrived to lecture at the request of the German
Medical Women She also outhned the principles
of Birth Control, and told of its importance in com-
bating the great evil of abortion The article was
entitled “Fewer—but Healthier—Children”, and
as we later learned, seems to have been read by
almost every person Mrs Sanger met

Medical Women's Welcome

The Secretary and various members of the Asso-
ciation of German Medical Women immediately
called upon her and welcomed her to the ity This
Association,as 1ts name 1implies, consists of practic-
ing women physicians, practically all of whom are
advocates of Birth Control, but who confine them-
selves chiefly to giving contraceptive methods only
m the course of their practice This Association
publishes a monthly journal which has led in the
campaign agamst the law making abortion a crime
It 1s interesting that the chief struggle in Germany
has not up until now been the imparting methods of
prevention, but, instead, against the Paragraph
making abortion a crime

Since 1t 18 the woman only who pays with imprn-
sonment for abortion, while the man goes scott free,
this matter has become more or less a general wom-
an’s fight The women who do support the law are
Catholics who let the priests do their thinking for
them, or the reactionary women who themselves
have one or two or three children, but who demand
that other women shall breed continuously for the
imperialist purposes of the State You do not find
women physicians 1n these classes As one of the
physicians said to Mrs Sanger “Even if we were
opposed n every other way to Birth Control, still
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on the grounds of health we would support you
We are not blind, we are not stricken stupid, and
so we must see from our practice the necessity of
Birth Control ” The editors of the monthly jour-
nal of the Women Physicians Association immedi-
ately requested Mrs Sanger to write a series of art-
icles on Birth Control, giving also the practical con-
traceptive methods During the present year these
will appear and 1t 1s hoped they will carry forward
the plan for regular Birth Control climes under the
guidance of physicians

Mrs Sanger’s lecture under the auspices of the
Association was held on the evening of December
6th m one of the rooms of the Town Hall of Char-
lottenburg-Berlin, and was attended not only by
women physicians, but by men also, by nurses, mid-
wives, economusts, lawyers, hygienists, professors,
and journalists The lecture was, as the officers of
the Association later remarked, an excellent one It
had been planned for a scientific and medical audi-
ence One of Mrs Sanger’s approaches to the sub-
Ject was to show the evolution of methods of Birth
Control—from nfanticide to abortion, and now
from abortion to prevention She developed her
subject from the viewpont of health, infant and
mother mortality, the wastefulness and danger of
charity, as well as the cultural, national and indi-
vidual sigmficance of Birth Control

The Professor Opposes

In the discussion which followed, there was some
opposition, but much more ardent defense of her
viewpoint Professor Grotjahn, for instance, a hy-
gienist, sees the world 1 terms of Germany’s num-
erical greatness, and women as machmes for accom-
phshing this He said 1n realty, if not in words,
that, due to the poverty and distress ruling m Ger-
many today, women would grasp at Birth Control
mformation and that there should, therefore, not be
any public propaganda on this subject today Of
course! How will the new German imperialism de-
mand Colonies if 1t does not have the excuse of a
surplus population? Prof Grotjahn made a des-
perate effort not to make this matter so clear, not
to appear too reactionary before the women assem-
bled 'The result was a confused mass of contradic
tions which he tried to smear over with statistics and
more statistics 1t was the effort of a professor who
has a public position and has to Live up to 1t some
way or another If any woman resorted to such
confusion mn speech, she would be harshly judged
from a realistic standpoint But tradition would
have 1t that 2 man 1s always worth Listening to, and
that one should listen anyway, 1t matters not what
he says or does not say One of the root causes of
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the mediocrity mn pubhic and social Iife today 1s to
be found 1n this fact

Women to the Defense

But the honorable Professor had not yet resumed
his seat when a number of women were on their feet
asking for the floor A white-haired, energetic
woman, physician answered him, giving figure for
figure and fact for fact, basing her statements not
only upon the right of a woman to be other than a
breeding machine for the church or state, but also
upon her experience as a practicing physician
Berln, and upon her recent tour of investigation
through Soviet Russia  Another woman physician
from North Berhn (the workers’ section) told of a
woman who had given birth to seventeen children,
{not half of whom are hiving) who came to her for
an abortion The physician asked her why she came
when 1t was too late, why she had not come for pre-
ventive methods The woman answered that she
had been to three men physicians and they always
said, “Why, a g strong woman like you should
have a lot of children!”

Of the men speakers, there was but one, and he
an Indian physician, who defended Birth Control,
the others all speaking from the viewpomt of the
State Not one seemed to have any conception of
woman as created for any other purpose than breed-
ing The debate developed into practically a man-
woman conflict, the Communist and Nationalist
women standing together aganst the men It 1s
but fair to state, however, that there were men 1n
the audience who did not speak but who were ard-
ently applauding the women speakers and scoffing
at the men

All in all the lecture was a most valuable one for
1t has made Birth Control a very live 1ssue today m
medical eireles  This lecture 1s bound ot bear valu-
able fruit 1n the future

A Contraceptive Session

Two evenings afterwards Mrs Sanger invited a
number of women physicians to her hotel, where
she spoke agam and also demonstrated the practical
methods of contraception The physicians then dis-
cussed the methods they themselves advocated n
thewr practice They were especially mterested
the experience of the New York Climecal Research
Department, reports of which Mrs Sanger had had
translated into German and distributed

The other Birth Control lecture was a general
one on the principles involved, delivered before a
jomt meeting of the Hindustham Association of

(Continued on page 54)
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Heartfelt Appreciation

By Mary Pokrass, Nurse

The Mothers' Letters which we print month after month, show the smmense need for Birth Con-
trol and the urgent demand for st from oppressed and overburdened mothers
wng exiracts to show what Barth Control has actually accomplished, i the words of patients who have
attended the Clsmcal Research Department wn New York

T'his month we are gro-

Coming Burdened They Leave With Hope

Many over-burdened mothers come for aid and mnstruec-
tion to the Chinical Research Department When they
leave they feel that they have obtamned at last the possi-
bility of so regulating their hves that they may give the
children they have the best care and traiming possible,
that they may at last work out a happy mantal relation-
ship and may contemplate the future with hope, relieved
of the constant fear and worry caused by an ever-growing
family Those m ordinary eircumstances need no longer
look forward to & contmual lowering mn their standard of
hving as the famly mncreases, while 1n the case of those
who are destitute and diseased 1t 15 often the only con-
structive and hopeful thing that can be done

One of the purposes of this department 1s research on
contraceptive methods and the obtaimng of data relating
to these methods For this reason patients are requested
to return at certain intervals At these visits 1t 1s grati-
fymng to hear of the relief and the real happiness that have
resulted from obtaining the knowledge of harmless, reh-
able contraceptives Where patients hive out of town and
cannot come 1n for return consultation i person, gues-
tionnaires are sent out, so that n all cases we may have
accurate data Apart from the questionnaires, many let-
ters of appreciation come in from those who have vistted
this department

Birth Control a Blessing

One of our first letters was sent unsoheited to the Chn-
1cal Research Department by a young Canacian woman
She wrote immediately on her return home from New York

So good of you all to be so knd to us, we all just fell
sn love mth you I don’t wonder that work done by
you prospers

When I got home I found the Revews, etc , warting for
me, and have enjoyed them wvery much wmdeed Nobody
would have to go out of our bittle village to know what
a blessing Burth Control wl be to the world, a family just
a short ways from us the mother 13 w bed with her manth
baby, four of them are deed end she has colored blood n
her Some of the children are very hght with blue

eyes, others show the color very much It 1s such a pity
for them  Another family have thesr tenth baby The
father only gets about forty-fice dollars a month, and the
two oldest girls are gomg away because they have not
enough money to keep them while they finush school and
they say they can’t bear the eternal babwes at home >

Qrateful Testtmony

Another patient writes after a longer mnterval

We are coming on wonderfully well physscally and finan-
csally swce our family has remawned the same for three
years We can see hght ahead now—although we are still
in debt I am more than thankful for the help I recevoed
about two years ago

A patient from New Jersey reports on another woman’s
progress

My friend Mrs advised me to go to you She her-
self has been to your Clmscal Research Department and
obtawned advice and she s looking fine and has ganed wm
waght since usnng st

A patient’s husband writes from Pennsylvama

The smformation you gave us two years ago has been
of more help to my wife’s health and happwness than I can
ever tell you

One young woman who had been married two yesrs, and
whose husband earned only $35 per week, 1s handicapped
by a heart murmur She had one baby, a year old, which
weighed only 20 lbs She had worried so much about her
baby and her own illness, that she had been extremely un-
happy ever since her child was born 'Two months before
her visit to this department she became pregnant and 1t
was necessary for her to have an abortion Dreading the
repetition of this experience, she came to us A year later
she writes

My married lsfe 13 happer by not bringing sick children
wmio thss world, and I am much healthser myself
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Banishing Fear

One woman came to the Clhinical Research Department
sick at heart—ill, and worn from continual care of her
only child, aged 3 The youngster had a nervous illness,
suffering convulsions daily and given up by every physi-
c1an and chmc where she was seen  This woman wrote to
us a year later Her child was still in the very same con-
dition, and she was still giving 1t constant care But her
hife 1s happier due to avoding the constant worry through
this method Under present condstions am unable to bear
children, on account of my own physscal condstion and my
314 year old child who 13 sick wn bed going on three years

Another patient, whose husband 1s a laborer earning
$20 weekly, and who had a bad pelvic condition besides a
very bad heart, has had two children and a miscarriage n
her 6 years of married hife  Although her age was only 33,
the docter 1n her medical report, described her as “middle-
aged” She wrnites, a year after her first visit, that her
married life 1s happier

Because I know I can rely on the contraceptvoe gyveen
me at your chmec My youngest chald s 4 years old
Thank God and thanks to your awd, I know I can prevent
havng any more chiddren bewg brought wte the world
to suffer hunger and cold hike we experenced all last wwn-
ter I thought we would freeze to death  Wishing you
success wn your good work

A Husband’s Gratitude

One mquiry was answered by the husband of & young
woman who had several times resorted to abortion as a
last desperate measure 1n her attempts to himit the fammly
to the size they felt was compatible with thetr very limted
means and their hopeless outlook for any change in their
caircumstances Added to this—or perhaps as a result of
her unfortunate experiences—she had & marked pelvic
disorder After twe years, during which they had profited
by the advice they had so badly needed at the time they
came to us, the husband wrote

I think st makes married Iife happer because st elims-
nates the most worrsome problem that comes up wn mar-
ried life It takes away that fear that every man with a
few chiddren has that the fact of hss wife not havmng any
more 18 bringwng her nearer to the grave by commtting
abortion contwmuously

Abortion No Solution

Regarding aportions we have seen 1n the Chmecal
Research Department how women dread and detest ths
form of famly hmtation It 1s a tragic human waste
But 1t becomes clear as one talks to countless women that
the only possible thing which will prevent this practice of
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terminating a pregnancy that has already begun, 1s by
making available to them safe and harmless contraceptive
methods It has been inpressed upon my mind agan and
agan that when a woman feels that she has not the moral
right to bring another child into the world she will resort
to the most desperate methed to aveid 1t Frequently the
results of their attempts are indescribably unfortunate

“Freedom To Be Myself”

For those women who wish, not only to be mothers, but
also to devote themselves to their fullest development, for
therr own satisfaction as well as for the purpose of being
better companions and helpmates to their husbands and
more competent, intelhgent mothers to theiwr children,
Birth Control 1s the only solution

Such a woman came to us after having two children
with the greatest difficulty m delivery She wanted these
two and went down to the edge of the grave for them
But that was enough, and now she writes that she 1s much
happier since there 1s “no restrant, but peace of mnd wn-
stead, excellent health, and vmmensely happy home I feel
this knowledge had gwen me freedom to be myeelf—hap-
py, vseful and a full life ™

The Blessing of Contraception

In every case the knowledge of the proper kind of con-
traceptive seems to make for a better, happier, more
wholesome hfe, for healthier parents and children, 1n
some cases for the prevention of passing on a hentage of
disease to the coming generation It comes witally close
to the lives of the majonty of married people, and 1s fre-
quently the only solution in cases of 1ll health or unhapp
ness

These few examples taken from hundreds of grateful
testimomals give some famt shadowing of what Birth Con-
trol means in terms of married happiness It should be
possible for young married people to get the best methods
of Birth Control, not when they are already broken down
in health, but at the very outset of married life, so that
they may avoid the tragedies shown in these letters from
mothers, and so that they may be assisted as much as pos-
sible n working out their salvation

Marriage at present 1s so comphcated and unsatisfac-
tory a thing in the working out that every possible help
should be given to those just entenng 1t  Almost never
do we come across a woman who does not passionately de-
sire children and look forward to the time when she can
have them, and 1t 1s more frequent than one ordinarly
thinks that women dehberately plan for five and six chil-
dren It 1s a natural instinct that cannot die out Then
let us help them, so that these babies they want may come
at a propitious time, and with the proper heritage
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Central Europe and the Chinese Students’ Associa-
tion, on the evening of the 9th

Eminent Women in Sympathy

But apart from these pubhe gatherings, Mrs
Sanger did much valuable work 1n her personal con-
tact with the most active and important women 1n
Berlin  The President of the Association of Ger-
man Medical Women—Dr Hermione Edenhuizen,
a surgeon and women’s specialist, and likewise an
ardent advocate of Birth Control — entertained
Mrs Sanger and Mr Slee at a dinner, Frau Adele
Schreiber, former member of the Reichstag, who
had arranged for the translation of Mrs Sanger’s
book and wrote the introduction to it, gave an after-
noon tea at which leading professional women were
present, among them members of the Reichstag, at-
torneys, writers, social workers, and educators On
every other evening and afternoon, dinners and teas
were given by leading men and women in public
hife, and 1t was interesting that over a dinner table
every phase of the Birth Control movement was
discussed For instance, after the first lecture be-
fore the Women physicrans, some 50 men and wom-
en gathered for a supper mn the Ratskeller of the
Town Hall where for hours the discussion con-
tinued

Mrs Sanger found time to call in person upon
Dr Helene Lange, the mother of the German wom-
an’s movement, founder of the first high school for
girls in Germany, the veteran proneer who gave up
all personal Iife that she might dedicate herself to
woman’s emancipation She 1s today eighty years
of age, still edits “Die Frau,” the chief woman’s
magazine, and 1s incidentally, an advocate of Birth
Control Mrs Sanger also called at the studio of
the most noted of European women artists, Kaethe
Kollwitz, and when her new book appears 1t will be
llustrated by this great artist of the masses After
leaving the studio of Kaethe Kollwitz, Mrs Sanger
remarked that, had she seen no other person n
Germany than this white-haired, calm, watchful
artist, her trip would have been rich indeed

Marnage Aduvice Centers

Apart from all these contacts, Mrs Sanger came
into contact with women active in the Marriage Ad-
vice Centers 'These are centers, estabhished, so far,
n seven different German cities, in connection with
the Departments of Health and Social Welfare of
the various cities They are not Birth Control cen-
ters, but are bureaus where married women may
consult the city physician i charge, or women so-
cial workers, about therr problems Sometimes
women are given the Birth Control methods they
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ask for, but there are cases when they are refused
these-—n other words when motherhood 1s forced
upon them even when they hate 1t Of the three
such centers m Berlin, two are, however, under the
management of the League for the Protection of
Mothers, at the head of which 1s Dr Helene Stock-
er In these two centers preventive methods are
gwven, often free of charge Connected with the
other center — apart from the eity physician (a
woman) n charge,—is Mrs Hamburger, whose
husband, Dr Carl Hamburger was the first Ger-
man physician, 20 years ago, to published statistics
gathered from his own practice as a school phy-
sician, showing that of the children born to working
women, 50 per cent had died by the age of 14 Up
to this time, these Marriage Centers have examined
women for general health and sent them to special-
ists for treatment They advise agamst marmnage
1n cases of diseases such as syphilis, epilepsy, tuber-
culosis, ete  But the record shows the real need to
be methods of preventing conception

Eudence for Burth Control

In a general meeting of the last mentioned center
the day before this was wnitten, there were 50 wom-
en present With the exception of three or four
questions concerning the sex education of their chil-
dren, all the rest were requests for contraceptive
mformation The Marrage Advice Centers must
either develop into Birth Control echnies or cease to
exist The record of the last-named one shows that
during the last 6 months only 200 women have
visited 1t There 1s nothing more cynical than well-
situated women or physicians who have Birth Con-
trol knowledge themselves refusing to give 1t to
women unless those women can prove that they will
die 1f they have another chulld This 1s not saying
that the Center mentioned does tlhnis But m the
movement for the spread of these Centers through-
out Germany, Birth Control knowledge as the fun-
damental right of every women must be recogmzed
as a principle  Either this, or the abortion scourge
will continue,—and with justice

Leaving Berlin on December 11th, Mrs Sanger
went to Frankfurt on the Main where she visited
Dr Herta Riese’s Marrage Advice Center, which
was established by the League for the Protection of
Mothers The Center was crowded with women,
for Dr Raiese 1s a leading advocate of Birth Con-
trol, and has but recently published a book “The
Sexual Distress of our Tune” She 1s doing most
fundamental work n her center 1n Frankfurt Al-
though she herself dose not give preventive method:
1n the center, she examines women, gives certificates

(Continued on page 66)
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Book Reviews

SEX AND THE LOVE LIFE, by Wilham J ¥ielding,
Dodd, Mead and Co, N Y

THE COMPANIONATE MARRIAGE, by Judge Ben B
Lindsey and Wainwnght Evans Bom and Liveright,
New York

LOVE’S COMING OF AGE A Series of Papers on the
Relation of the Sexes, by Edward Carpenter A Re-
print of The Vanguard Press, N Y

THE BOOK OF LIFE, by Upton Sinclair
Upton Sinclair, Long Beach, Cal

Published by

T 1s not strange that each of these books should, 1n 1ts

own way, bear the marks of Havelock Ells, since 1n the
years that have passed since he began the publhication of
his great series of “Studies 1n the Psychology of Sex” no
open mind has been, left untouched by the liberating m-
fluences of his work

William J Fielding’s “Sex and the Love Life” 1s dedi-
cated to Ellis, and 1s an ambitious and very successful at-
tempt to put n lueid form, for every day readers, the most
important practical knowledge which we have gained in the
field of sex It would be difficult to praise this book too
highly on its own grounds, as a candid and useful text-
book Those who cannot read everything on sex may well
be recommended to read this book of Fieldimg’s

Judge Lindsey’s book on “The Compamonsate Marn-
age” has been widely discussed, and public interest has
been centered upon the fact that young people are now
dehberately marrymg with the idea of enjoying each other
in a sexusal and romantic compamonship fer a perod of
years—postponing children by Birth Control methods un-
t1l they are prepared to support them 'This fact, so
shocking to cold-fashioned morahsts, 1s mdeed a reveolu-
tionary fact in human history Judge Lindsey 1s one of
the few people who have had opportumities wide enough
to learn what 1s going on generally 1n American private
Iife, and sympathy deep enough to interpretit No-one—
and particularly none of our story tellers—has understood
50 well as he the great dnft of our urban civilization under
the influences of the machine age It 1s an 1mportant con-
tribution to the study of adjustments in behavior to our
new environment

Edward Carpenter, Havelock-Elhs’s friend, published
his hittle baok, “Love’s Coming of Age” in 1906, a year
before Ellis began the publication of s monumental ser
1es  With the insight of & poet, Carpenter plunged
straight into those conclusions towards which Elhs forged
so slowly and soldly It 1s a wise and beautiful book-—a
book for youth and for lovers—nor has 1t been surpassed
in beauty since, and even in these Freudian days when
our faith i human nature runs less high than 1t did thirty

years ago, 1ts wisdom st1ll has a prophetic validity The
Vanguard Press has done the public a service by including
1t 1n 1ts fifty-cent series

Upton Sinclair’s bock 1s about all sorts of things be-
sides sex, mcluding Socialism, diet, and psychic phe-
nomeng In the matter of sex 1t represents an intense
and ongmally bemghted idealism imperfectly hberated
from 1ts bonds by the Havelock Ellis influence fully h-
berated at least within the field of marred love, with re-
gard to which he teaches eloquently a sane and civihized
1deal Onme could wish him more tolerance outside that
field , but within it he 1s an excellent adviser

All of these books, it may be noted, include exphatly
our control of bwlogical forces—Birth Control—as a
necessary means to good, free and beautiful human Iives
If this acerdental group of books were more representa-
tive of the period, 1t would deal (which only Mr Freld-
1ng’s book 1n a measure does) with some of the Freudian
principles which we are finding so useful in enabling us to
achieve our purposes, mcluding those of happimess mn love

Frovp DernL

THE COMPANICNATE MARRIAGE, by Judge Ben B
Lindsey and Wainwright Evans $300 Bom &
Lavenight, 1927

UDGE LINDSEY asks that we look the facts in the

face He has abundant proof, gathered throughout
twenty-eight years of service in the Juvemle Court of Den-
ver, that something radical 1s happemng, no, has happen-
ed, to the mstitution of marnage Thousands of people
are living 1n a new type of wedlock, some within the law
and some outstde 'The Sociologists have recogmzed 1t for
years m 1ts legal form They call it “Compamonate Mar-
riage,” n distinction from procreative marriage, which
they know as “The Family > The Compamonate mn 1ts
present form differs from the 1deal only n the illegahty of
1ts usual sources of Birth Control information and m the
use of collusion m divorce when the parties to 1t find they
are not going to be able “to make a go of it The hills
necessary to making Compamonate a legal and safe pre-
liminary to procreative marriage are three The first 15
a bill legahzing the giving of contraceptive information
that would leave the use of such mnformation a matter of
personal judgment and protect those who believe mn 1t from
“persecution by busybodies who are not content to abstain
from the use of Birth Control themselves, and who nsist
on foisting their personal opimions on everybody else”
The second 15 & bill to amend the laws relating to divorce
This bill would provide that “where couples are childless,
and where the efforts of a magistrate te bring about a
reconcilement have failed, and where the couple mutually
desire & divorce, the divorce shall be granted without de-
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lay” This would require no lawyer, any more than get-
ting married requires a lawyer A third bll would regu-
late the property status of divorce If a woman were 1in
good health, and able to work, and to support herself,
there would ordinarily be no ahmony

Here, 1n a few lines, 15 a complete program for the legal
establishment of what many advocates of Birth Contrel
have hoped to see commonly practiced early marrage
with proper contraceptive knowledge The name 1s a httle
starthng, perhaps, but 1t has defimte advertising value
Compamonate Marriage the words focus attention
on the give and take of intelhgent contemporary marnage,
the bullding up of a sound, thoroughly worked out com-
pantonship capsble of providing the broad bases necessary
for the proper growth of a famuly As Judge Lindsey
putsit  “The divorce struggle 1s only partly won It con-
tinues as a struggle to give to every child the right to be
wanted when 1t 18 concerved, the right to be well-born, of
healthy parents who love each other, and the nght to a
home so well founded beforehand that divorce 15 not hkely
to touch 1t And agamn “The really proper and moral
ground for divorce 1s the fact that the parties to the mar-
rrage have already been torn apart spiritually »

The present status and recent history of Birth Control
are concisely given, together with a number of pertnent
suggestions to those in need of help and to those desirmng
to help, especially the desirability of getting n touch
with the Amenican Birth Control League The adequacy
of recent methods perfected at the New York clime 1s
stressed, as well as the very important fact that the new
techmique puts the date of the next pregnancy n the hands
of the woman, where 1t most assuredly belongs These
few pages (page 237 to page 242) will be read with the
utmost eagerness by those unfortunates who may still be
harassed by their realization of the madequacy of drug-
store and hearsay contraception Even those most fa-
mihar with the progress made in the last five years may
well read and reread these pages, for they are a model
of conciseness that might help them mn the many eircum-
stances where the subject must be presented rapdly or
not at all

In view of the weight attached to authority by some of
the opponents of Birth Control, I want to quote the fol-
lowing, for 1t would be hard to find a greater authority on
the matter than Judge Lindsey “I should Lke some of
these moralists to demonstrate ;n what respeet unwanted
pregnancies improve the morals of the sitnation The lack
of contraceptive information does not act as a restramt
on the unmarried (Itahics mme) , 1t merely results mn a kind
of trouble which helps nobody and does no good Illegiti-
macy, social disgrace, abortion, and even swmcide, are
among the fruits of such ignorance ” This destroys the
main argument of the opposition, that contraception al-
lowed for the marmed would be learned and abused by
the unmarried

Burth Control Review

Judge Lindsey’s faith in the essential decency of the
human race and in 1ts power to better itself 1s most mspar-
g to a man brought up as I was in Philadelphia, where
the old doctrines of onginal sin and natural depravity
have sunk so deep into the thinking of even the best-inten-
tioned that they tend to beheve the last word 1n govern-
ment was said 1n 1787 and that war 1s inevitable Philo-
sophically the whole book 15 based on this faith and on the
behef that, though “human bemngs are normally mono-
gamous” the present “system of theological morality” rep-
resents a program the churches themselves are unable to
follow Judge Lindsey reminds us of Jesus’ attitade to-
ward certain formahzed rules of Jewsh hife Havelock
Ellis has recently used this passage m stating the essence
of Judge Lindsey’s posttion  “I am 1n general sympathy
with your ‘Compamonate Marnage’ Nothing could be
more reasonable or more moderate, and 1t 1s absurd to sup-
pose there 1s anything revolutionary or immoral 1n the
proposal  On the contrary, I do not know who 1s today
doing better work as a morahst than you are You are
saying about marriage exactly the same things as Jesus
said about the Sabbath—that marriage 1s made for man
and not man for marriage”

Hupson Crarmax

WHAT EVYERY BOY AND GIRL SHOULD KNOW,*
tells to young people, candidly, cleanly, scientifically and
mnpersonally and with no shamed lowering of the voice,
what science has to say about sex hfe and sex conduct
There 1s nothing furtive or apologetic about 1t  There
15, on the contrary, defimte and aggressive dissent 1n this
book from the traditional notion that Sex 1s synonomous
with sin, shame, and prurience

The book 1s a splendidly constructive effort to show the
beauty and joy which sex may bring into the lives of per-
sons who nghtly understand 1t and control 1t, and who
neither fear 1t nor blush when they encounter it I Lke
the way 1n which Mrs Sanger has treated the problems of
boys and girls together in a single book, thus giving to
each a needed insight mto the nature of each other It
used to be the fashion to treat the two sexes 1n separate
volumes, particularly in books intended for the eyes of the
young people This s a great step forward

The book will give to young people who read 1t a clear
view of certain realities They will come by the knowledge
with no sense of shock or repulsiton The facts are pre-
sented as facts, without morahzing preachments attached
And my own experience with young people leads me to
believe that, given the data that they need, they wall, of
their own accord, shape their sex conduct by an inner pref-
erence for what 1s excellent, right, and beautiful in Love

This book will give to young people a sense of perspec-
tive 1 Sex, not only when they are entering adolescence,

*Preface to Margaret San_ors bock Bren ano $1 50
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but later when they are face to face with love and marn-
age Andit does more than tell what every boy and girl
should know , 1t tells also what thousands of adults should
know, and don’t

Mrs Sanger has put her own fine personahity into every
page, which means that she has wntten with delicate clar-
ity, candor, and sincenty Parents need feel no msgiv-
ings 1n trusting their children to Mrs Sanger’s hands for
the difficult kind of instruction she has here essayed to
give ®

Ben B Lmvpsey

SEX AND THE YOUNG By Mane Carmichael
Stopes, Sc D New York and London, G P Put-
nam’s Sons, 1926 248 pages, 12mo Cloth, $2 00

THE HUMAN BODY By Dr Marie Stopes
6/6 The Gall Publishing Co , Ltd , London

Price,

THE cause of sexual enlightenment 15 decply indebted
to Dr Mare Carmichael Stopes
look she 1s sane, constructive, progressive

In general out-
It 15, then,
with a proper sense of that indebtedness that one may pick
up her two latest books and consider them, not so much
with reference to their generahities as to their particulars
For Dr Stopes’s manner undoubtedly does much to destroy
the mfluence of her matter This appears especually
her book on the sexual education of the young,—a process,
by the way, in which she seems to believe somewhat unwill-
mgly One hardly credits the testimony of one’s eyes on
reading that the author—with her own subsequent ap-
proval, as it were—mnever knew about self-abuse until she
was twenty-mine! What confidence are we to feel 1n a doc-
tor of science who was so unobservant for so many years?
And how are we to recerve without inner laughter the
serious notion that between mother and infant exists a
strange telepathy which transmits to the bramn of the in-
fant the thoughts and feelings of the parent? Dr Stopes,
1 all soberness, advances this dubious discovery as a warn-
imng to mothers aganst reading erotic literature in too
close proximity to their helpless offspring

The learned lady 1s too British, to Victorian, one might
say Her confidence 1n the superiority of the Enghsh, a=
contrasted with the American girl, 1s affecting, but not
convincing For cne with such liberal views 1n sexology
she writes 1 a style that can only be described as long-
skirted and high-corseted They do not order these things
better 1n England, 1f Dr Stopes 1s to be taken as the
criterton But fortunately, there 1s Havelock Ells

In the book on sex for the young, 1t 1s to be feared,
the dotoressa has not caught up with the pure young
ladies for whom she wrote My own ears have heard more

*Judge Lindsey s comment has been inserted as a preface in the last print
ing of Mrs. Sanger s book
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than one of them laugh 1n amazement at the prudishness
of this international authority And it was pure laughter
Has cumbrous clothing been discarded these many years to
find itself swathing the discussions of sexual liberation?
Dr Stopes knows her science, but she does not know her
young men and women Something of the very order that
she would dispel clings to her memory and makes a tink-
hng noise hke pride  She 1s, on the evidence of her book
for young people, still combating the girl she was As
a result, what should have been a calm, scientific treatise
has become muddled with old-fashioned moralty, self-con-
gratulation, msular patriotism and a few other qualities
that hardly belong in the pages of a treatise on sex Sex
and The Young, mndeed, 1s a personal document of more
than ordinary mterest

To write on sex without apology, without self-conscious-
ness, without that air of condescension which so 1ll becomes
the distingmished foreigner, 15 a difficult art Dr Stopes
has not mastered 1t

Isaac GoLpeERG

Books Received
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Marriage in the Present and the Future

In the January Forum, Havelock Ellvs makes a notable
contribution to the much-discussed problem of the chang-
g status of marriage and the movement towards freer
dworce  In u he criticizes, with sympathy and wmsight,
the great work of Westermarck, the more recent “Book of
Marriage” of Keysering and the remarkable contributions
of Ben Lindsey  In addstion, he groes some of hus own ripe
wisdom  Every word of hws 8,000 word article 13 worth
careful reading Here we can do no more than gwe a
taste of its quabty wn a few quotations

“Two outstanding facts remamn clear there has been
everywhere and always, so far back as we can with cer-
tainty go, some accepted pattern whereby the relationship
of the sexes has been more or less closely shaped, and that
pattern has everywhere and always been 1n slow process
of change These two facts are sigmficant and of real
practical importance They relieve us from any need
to worry over the anxieties of those feeble folk who are
always fearing a ‘looseming of the marrage bond,” and
they enable us to understand that the people who talk
about the ‘undermining’ of marriage and the ‘subversion’
of morals are merely referring 1n their own quaint way to
that everlasting process of change—of‘progress’ if we hke
so to term it—in which hife consists and without which we
should be left with nothing but the ngidity of death

“When that 1s clear at the outset we become free to con-
sider the transformations of marriage which now, as al-
ways, face us, with a serene mind, knowing that we are
not putting forward any foolish, radical notions, but cling-
ing to the old conservative habit of change which has
marked the human race from the early days of the world’s
history when Man could yet scarcely with accuracy be
termed Man But what 15 the pattern of marmage as 1t 15
now bemng reshaped, and now beginning to serve as the
model] for hving?

“No doubt a general answer would be that to-day we
are trymg to make marriage correspond more closely to
the actual facts of hfe by increasing the faciity of di-
vorce, so that marital unions shall be real and not merely
apparent This diverce movement 1s practically univer-
sal, and we must certamnly accept it We need not be
surprised even if 1t 15 carred to 1ts logical extreme, as it
probably will be, sooner or later If marriage unions are
made by mutual agreement we have to recognize that they
will be unmade by mutual agreement Society and the law
have a proper function 1n taking care that, when they are
unmade, no rights shall be injured  With that provision
firmly established we may expect that ultimately, even
though not m the immediate future, marrnage and di-
vorce will be placed on the same level, each equally free,

and each, we must expect to find, equally hedged with pre-
cautions

“But while we have no choice but to accept the move-
ment for the facilitation of divorce—since even if 1t fails
to arouse our enthusiasm we see 1t everywhere 1n movement
—that does not mean that there 1s anything about di-
vorce which we are called upon to welcome Divorce 1s
merely a negative aspect of marrage, at best 1t 1s a con-
fession of faillure Two people who have joined themselves
together with the assumption that the union 1s to be for
Iife, find that they have made a mistake

“Men and women 1n marriage are beginmng to realize
that we are passing out of the stage where marnage was
founded on a fictton They are facing the facts of jeal-
ousy for what they are really m the long run worth, and
they are no longer terrified even at the bogey of adultery,
when 1t can be viewed from the standpomt of two part-
ners who are united m an erotic comradeship which noth-
ing can destroy because 1t 1s based on the equalty and
mdependence of each and an attitude of mutual sincerity
For 1n the absence of sincerity no true marnage, in any
modern sense of the word, can exist, and with 1t all the ad-
Justments 1in marriage which the complexities of life to-
day demand may be adequately acheved

“The modifications that are now taking place in the
form of marriage have been rendered possible by a
new attitude toward the whole subject of sex 'The tabu
on sex which had been handed down from medieval days—
and indeed had 1ts orygin 1n the 1deas of primitive sav-
agery—has been broker Those whose memories extend
thirty years back can recall how at that time 1t was almost
mpossible for the young, whether boy or girl, te obtam
any rehable information on questions of sex from parents
or teachers, or to find any book (unless we except the
Bible) which satisfied their natural cunosity

“To-day the situation has totally changed The young
of to-day are calm n the presence of hife because they are
no longer tormented by its embarrassing mysteries This
does not mean that the great, tragic facts of love have
been abolished, for they he at the roots of hfe itself But
at all events they can be faced honestly and with clear
eyes They need no longer be obscured by romantic fic-
tions and silly superstitions For the first time 1n
our civihzation this problem of marriage 18 bemng reso-
lutely confronted and firmly grasped with a new confi-
dence of mastery, and the day of hypocritical evasions 1s
ever ”

(Reprinted by the courtesy of the Editor, from The Forum )
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SPEAKING OF THE CONFERENCE
(Continued from page 49)

But there really was no need for a bust of Mal-
thus The spirit of Malthusianism was well repre-
sented at the conference by a number of pioneers
of the Neo-Malthusian and Birth Control move-
ments from many countries The population ques-
tion 15 an integral part of the Birth Control 1dea,
and necessarily many proponents of the movement
came to the conference either as delegates or as
visitors There were Dr Drysdale of London, the
president of the English Neo-Malthusian League,
Dr Aletta Jacobs of Holland, a leader on medical
contraception, but unfortunately too 11l much of the
time to attend the sessions, the kindly and gemal
Mrs Furth from Frankfurt, an able exponent of
the mght of voluntary motherhood in Germany, the
fiery Mrs Thit Jensen of Sweden, a journahst and
orator of great vitahty

Margaret Sanger

Then there was Margaret Sanger Everyone
knew that, directly or indirectly, the conference was
the result of Mrs Sanger’s untiring efforts, that
bers was the guiding hand and leading spirit of the
congress Yet, in order to avord threatened diffi-
culties and misunderstandings, she chose to keep
the problems of Birth Control out of the topics of
the conference Though present at every session,
she kept away from active partieipation in any of
the meetings, and even avoided having her name n-
serted in the official program  Certainly a magmifi-
cent example of unselfish devotion to a cause

The profound regard in which Mrs Sanger 1s
held was strikingly demonstrated during the final
dinner of the conference Perhaps this demonstra-
tion was also in the way of a tribute to the Birth
Control 1dea and an escape from the conscious sup-
pressions of the preceding days At any rate, when
Mrs Sanger’s name was mentioned by one of the
speakers, there was an unexpected and spontaneous
outburst of applause which soon grew mto an ova-
tion The Enghsh delegates ncluding such emm-
nent scientists as Haldane, Huxley, Crew, Carr-
Saunders, forgot their natural and reputed reserve
and digmty and broke mto the fammhar Anglo-
Saxon “hymn”, “For She’s a Jolly Good Fellow ”
The only ones who retamned their composure were
several of the French and Italhian members who evi-
dently were hstening to this ‘Sanger-Bund’ with
much apprehension

Dr Pearl

From a biological and medical standpoint the
papers of greatest interest at the conference were
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those of Dr Pearl on “The Biology of Population
Growth”, of Dr Lidbetter on “Heredity, Disease
and Pauperism,” and particularly the one of Dr
Crew on “Fertiity and Sterility m Relation to
Population ”

To the physician, the problems of population of
greatest interest are those which concern the -
dividual family Questions of world and national
population, of the relation of the population to the
food supply, standard of hiving, international con-
flicts and the hike must be left to the sociologist, eco-
nomist and statesman, but the problems of over-
population, or under-population in the family are
subjects with which the physician comes mn daily
contact, and which he is constantly called upon to
solve “Medicine”, as Dr Crew said, “i1s concerned
not so much with the policy of controlled fertility as
with the means by which 1t 1s to be achieved, 1f it 1s
necessary or desirable ”

It 1s to be hoped that future conferences on pop-
ulation will take the medical aspect of the question
more fully mnto account and that the subjects of fer-
tilty, steriity and particularly of medical contra-
cephion will find a fuller representation on the pro-

gram
Sl

STANDING ROOM ONLY

“With the world capable of supporting only five bilhon
of pecple, which at the present rate of increase will be
reached m 100 years’ time, steps must be taken immedi-
ately to solve the population question *—Proressor East,
Harvard Unsverssty

Professor East, though you may try,
You fail to rouse my fears,

For I dor’t dream that even I
Will live a hundred years,

But do not think I view with mirth
Five hilhon folk (assorted)

Five bilhons tightly packed on earth,
Whe cannot be supported

Lake sardines m a stifling tin,
With not enough to eat,

Is not, & thing to raise & grin
From me, sir, I repeat,

And if you say that’s mankind’s lot,
Professor, I don’t doubt it,

But do-oh do,—sir, tell us what
You mean to do about 1t

~—From South African Review (Cape Town)
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Another Year of Progress

The Annual Meeting of the Amenican Burth Control League

THE most vivid paper at the seventh Annual
Meeting of the American Burth Control
League, at the Town Hall, January 12th, was
Dr Henry Pratt Fairchild’s report on the
World Population Conference To Dr Fair-
child, whose paper on Optimum Population repre-
sented the sociologist’s point of view, the keynote of
the conference was its firm biological basis  Pic-
turesquely expressed, the head of Dr Raymond
Pearl surrounded by his population of fruit fhes
shown n the cartoon, “Vive le Bebe* was to um
synoptic of the conference

Dr Pearl’s paper opened the sessions, Dr Pearl
presided at the difficultfinal meeting when the perm-
anent Unmion was orgamzed The sessions between
were permeated with his pomnt of view The bio-
logists supplied irrefutable evidence of the tyranny
of biological facts unless they are subjected to the
rule of reason, and apphed this evidence to human
population problems Representatives of other
sciences owe gratitude for the firm scientific basis
given to the Union which was the permanent out-
come of the sessions and justified Dr Fairchild in
saying that though the Conference was short “its
influence 1s only just starting ”

Another high note, stressed by Dr Fairchild,
was the “incomparable work” of orgamzation done
by Margaret Sanger and its recogmtion m the
spontaneous ovation given her at the final dinner
Her abihity was shown at the sessions, at which, by
hmiting the number of papers and by printing and
distributing them to delegates beforehand, maxi-
mum time was left for very valuable discussion
Before the sessions, her influence was also felt and
1t was her personalhty that brought scientists from
so many countries together in so short a time The
winter before, a great London professor had sad,
“You are talking about an international conference
mn . .gust and now 1t’s February It sumply can’t
be done” On this ground he refused to serve on
the council But the Conference did take place at
the time proposed

Though Birth Control was excluded, 1t appeared
It could not help appearing A notable reference
was by Dr Grotjahn of Germany who looked for-
ward to the time when control of pregnancy would
bring about the complete cleansing santy of sexual
Iife, as well as serving as an invaluable a.d to health
and eugemcs

*See November Binre ConTteol REVIEW page 201  We far from the scene
of the Conference erred In our interpretation of this cartoon The baby is
not the healthy human child of the future It the infant Union for the
study of population which was set on foot at the last meeting of the con
ference.

Work of the League

Turmng from international to national consid-
eration, Mrs F Robertson Jones called for the very
encouraging financial report of 1927, and then for
the report of the year’s work of the L.eague which
was given by Mrs P B P Huse, executive secre-
tary Mrs Huse gave the record of legislative
work, work in the field and work on the platform
She reported encouraging ncreases in annual mem-
berships, a form of contribution mstituted only
eighteen months ago

Of the chimical work Mrs Huse reported 4,521
women helped and an augmented staff of doctors
giving voluntary service at the Clinical Research
Department Dr Hannah M Stone 1s now chief
of staff there and Dr Cooper 1s medical director,
spending part of his time 1n the field and part in
the department During the year Dr S Adolphus
Knopf gave a donation of one thousand reprints of
his article “Birth Control, as 1t confronts the Med-
1cal Societies Today” (from “Climcal Medicine and
Surgery”) This was used n connection with Dr
Cooper’s field work

A beginning was made 1n calling the attention of
mmnisters to Birth Control as a subject for a ser-
mon on Mothers Day This should be done on
Child Labor Sunday also

Between eight or nine thousand letters were re-
cerved last year by the Motherhood Department, of
which Bertha Potter Smith 1s head The depart-
ment 15 much encouraged by the fact that last year
“we daily recerved mquiries from women who re-
quested to be referred to physicians or chmes for
help mstead of vaguely asking for advice” In the
Motherhood Department as m all other activities of
the League, Mrs Smith reported that “our mail 1s a
regular barometer for every outside reference to
Birth Control” Judge Lindsey’s book 1s the latest
example, 1t has already brought 1n over three hun-
dred inquiries and they are still coming The De-
partment has now almost nine thousand physic:ans
on 1ts hst

The Buth Control Review

The report on the BrrH CoNTROL REVIEW
brought out the mncreasing use of material from 1its
pages by writers, students and lecturers and the
keen mterest 1n 1ts subject matter that 1s shown by
disproportionately large returns from advertising
and arcularization These are far beyond the per-
centage of subscriptions obtamned by other maga-
zines 'This report emphasized also the importance
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of street sales which was in 1927 9,485—this pomnt
was driven home by the comments of Mrs Robert-
son Jones and Mrs Huse on what street selling
means to the movement both nationally and mter-
nationally

Mrs Mmmnie Benjamin, who has been 1n contact
with the mothers at the Kast Side Branch where
Better Baby contests have been held, told of the
eagerness with which Mothers Clubs heard her
message, which she gave m Yiddish Mrs Juliet
Rublee, member of the Board of Directors, fol-
lowed Mrs Benjamin’s report with an appeal to
the younger women 1n the League to raise funds for
a branch of the Clinical Research Department at
the East Side center

New Jersey and Pennsylvama

The substance of the report by Mrs Zachariah
Belcher, President of the New J ersey League, has
been given in recent numbers of the Birra Con-
TROL REVIEW What was new was her announce-
ment that a full medical commaittee has been selected
and the New Jersey clinic 1s now a certainty She
gave a tribute to the work of Henriette Hart, State
Secretary, who, “without publicity, with no state
organizaion or group behind her, no moral or finan-
cal assistance from New Jersey aitizens, succeeded
in holding sixty parlor meetings and n so far rous-
mg New Jersey from its sleep as to make a state
clinie possible ”

Dr Mudd presented the report of the first year’s
work of the Birth Control Federation in Pennsyl-
vania,* where eighteen months ago Elizabeth Grew
did pioneer work of the same sort as Miss Hart’s

Mrs George H Day, its president, presented the
report for Connecticut, laying stress on the near-
success of the bill which the League had presented
to the Connecticut Legislature for the repeal of the
law-—umque 1n American legislation—which pro-
hibits the use of contraceptives

Lookng Forward

Mrs Robertson Jones then made a general state-
ment of this year’s plans The first of these 1s to
concentrate on the New York State Legislative
Campaign, “Every member of the Leaguen N Y
State,” she urged, “can help with this legislative
work Write or telegraph or call on your assem-
blyman and your state senator If you don’t know
who they are, call up the League of Women Voters
{Lexington 2610)” Apart from this legislative
work, the League hopes, as quuckly as funds can be
raised—for each state will cost at least $400 a
month—to put an organizer into every state in the

*This also has been covered in recent numbers of the Birta ConThoL REVIEW
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union where the law hampers the giving of Birth
Control information

“Probably some of you wonder,” said Mrs Jones,
n conclusion, ‘ why the League has not made more
rapid progress in orgamzing state committees for
Birth Control

“It 1s because people have contributed more gen-
erously to old-fashioned chanties, “the menders and
patchers-up of society,” as Albert Edward Wig-
gam calls them, than to our scientific constructive
work They have, in general, preferred to give for
the alleviation of social 1lls rather than for the pre-
vention of these1lls It has, m the past, always been
easier to interest people in the rehabilitation of in-
dustrial cripples than in the enactment of measures
to prevent the accidents that make the cripples, 1n
maimntaining rescue homes for girls, than in safe-
guarding the dance halls where girls get mnto trou-
ble, in caring for superfluous children 1n asylums,
then in teaching parents how to limit their children
to those they can care for themselves

“Philanthropy has, :ndeed, up to the present lag-
ged far behind science Tt has stumbled along
blindly in the paths of habit and sentiment But a
change seems to be coming about Philanthropy 1s
beginning to seek the gurdance of science It 1s ask-
ing, “How may disease and destitution be perma-
nently reduced? How may the foundation be laid
for a stronger and happier race?’ Science answers,
“By birth-selection, by having the children of the
future born to those who are physically and men-
tally and morally sound ”

“Julizan Huxley, the English biologist, speaks of
Birth Control as the “sacred Promethean gift, by
which man, 1f he will, can control his destiny ” The
League 1s working to bring this “sacred Prome-
thean gft” to the American people How quickly
we can bring 1t to them depends upon whether those
who bave 1t in their power to give, will let science
rather than sentiment direct then giving ”

A Resolution

The following resolution* was passed in behalf
of India

Whereas, the misery of the people of India has re-
cently been placed before the world, and

Whereas, the suffering of her women and children
and many of her social i1lls are due largely to her un-
restricted birth rate and resulting over-population,

Be 1t resolved that the American Birth Control
League at 1ts annual meeting send a message of en-
couragement to the Bombay Birth Control League and
urge the Leaders of India to rally to the support of this
constructive effort

*Copies to be sent to the Bombay League Tagore and Gandhi
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Margaret Sanger, Dr Benjamm T Tilton, Mrs
Lews L. Delafield, Mrs Richard Bilings, and Mrs
George H Day, Sr, directors, whose terms had ex-
pired were re-elected The following were elected
to Active Membership 1n the League

Mrs Phiip G Bartlet, N Y , Mrs Gilbert G Browne,
N Y, Seward B Collins, Conn , Mrs Louis N Robimn-
son, Penn , Mrs John Mean Howells, N Y , Mrs John A
Kingsbury, N Y , Mrs Alfred Kohlberg, N Y , Miss
Katherine Ludington, Conn , Mrs Wm Church Osborn,
N Y ,Mrs Franklin D Roosevelt, N Y , Mrs WarrenW
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Smith, N Y , Mrs W O Winsten, Jr, Minn , Mrs G
Marshall Allen, N J , Mrs Wallard V King, N J , Mrs
Edward B Renwick, N J , Dr Sherwood Eddy, N Y,
Mrs Douglas Burden, N Y , Mrs John Gary Evans, §
C , Walter H Hochschild, N Y Mrs James Ingles,
Mich , Mrs Frederick C Knote, N Y, Joseph Lee,
Mass , Mrs Wilham H Reid, N Y , Prof E A Ross,
Wisc , Mrs Tabert Sears, N Y , Mrs Vanderbilt Webb,
N Y Mrs W K Vanderilt, N Y , Mrs Zacharizh Bel-
cher, N J , Mrs Harns E Adriance, N J , Mrs Percy
H Ingalls, N J

Progress Abroad

A Letter from England

N OUTLINE received through the Hon
Mrs Marjorie Farrer of London gives an in-
teresting survey of the progress of Birth Control in
England It has been necessary to edit the letter
severely, as the author Dr C P Blacker does not
realize the ban on free speech imposed n this coun-
try, and descriptions of methods of Birth Control
are freely printed and mailed in Great Britain
With these regrettable deletions the letter follows

An International Commattee

In the course of the Conference on World Pop-
ulation which sat at Geneva at the beginming of
September, there took place an informal meeting
of medical representatives of different countries
mterested in Birth Control By these representa-
tives 1t was decided to form an International Com-
mittee composed exclusively of medical men and
women with the objects (a) of co-ordmating bio-
chemical, physiological and statistical research
forthcoming from the different countries of the
world and bearing upon contraception, and (b) of
disseminating this knowledge so as to make 1t avail-
able to all countries

There were present at the meeting in Geneva rep-
resentatives of five countries, namely Denmark,
Germany, Great Britain, Sweden and the Umnited
States of America It 1s hoped to expand this
commuttee to mclude as many countries as possible

The Headquarters of the Commuttee are in Lon-
don

In the course of the year 1926 the number of
Matermty and Child Welfare Centres in England
has mcreased by 129 On March 31st, 1927, there
were known to the Munistry of Health 2,329 such
Centres '

It has long been felt by those favorably disposed

1 Eighth Annual Report of the Ministry of Health 1926 1927

(H M Sta
tionery Office Adastral House Kingsway London W(2)

to Birth Control here that knowledge of this sub-
Ject could best be communicated to the general pub-
Iic through the medical officers of these Centres
In May, 1924, a petition was presented to the Min-
ister of Health requesting him to give permission
to medical officers of these Centres to give advice
on Birth Conirol at their discretion The same plea
was made by a Labor member in the House of Com-
mons m 1925 when the motion was defeated, and in
1926 by Lord Buckmaster in the House of Lords
where 1t was carred by 57 votes to 44 The reply
of the Ministry of Health to all such demands has
been to refer to a regulation dealing with the func-
tions of the Matermty and Child Welfare Centres
The regulation 1s as follows —"It 15 not the funec-
tion of an ante-natal Centre to give advice with re-
gard to Birth Control, and exceptional cases, where
the avordance of pregnancy seems desirable on med-
1cal grounds, should be referred for particular ad-
vice to a private practitioner or hospital” 'The
Mimistry of Health 1s also influenced by the con-
sideration that the ante-natal and child welfare
Centres, whose work 1s highly valued, are largely
staffed by voluntary workers of different religious
denominations  These workers, while umted by a
desire to help the causes of matermty and child
welfare, are far from umted as to the social and
moral desirabihity of Birth Control If the Min-
1ster of Health were to authorize the medical officers
under his junsdiction to give advice to women on
the controversial question of Birth Control, grave
divisions of opimon would be created among vol-
untary workers at these Centres, the efficiency of
which would suffer accordingly Hence the Min-
1istry of Health has refused to give its permussion
in the sense desired until the measure 1s approved
by a majority i the House of Commons There 1s
Iittle reason to suppose that this will be secured in
the near future
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Burth Control Clinics

The dissemmation among the poor of knowl-
edge of Birth Control 1s, therefore, left to private
orgamzations Of these the most important 1s the
“Society for the Provision of Birth Control Clinics”
which now has nine centres in England and Scot-
land * These are situated in Walworth (South East
London), North Kensington (North London),
East London, Wolverhampton, Oxford, Manches-
ter, Birmingham, Cambridge and Glasgow (Scot-
land) Up till August, 1927, there had been seen
at these Clinics 13,022 “New Cases” and 17,228
“Return Cases” At all the sessions of the Cen-
tres affihated to this Society a fully qualified med-
1cal practitioner 1s present This Society abides
strictly by its first rule that “The objects of this
Society shall be, in the interests of social welfare
and for the relief of poverty, to estabhish and sup-
port Chinies in which nstruction in the most satis-
factory method of contraception will be given to
married women n poor circumstances by registered
medical practitioners (preferably women), assisted
when necessary by qualified nurses The medical
practitioners shall be solely responsible for the
treatment of patients and the nurses shall only act
under the instructions of the medical practitioners
The phrase “in the interests of social welfare and
for the rehief of poverty” 1s important because 1t
implies that social as well as medical considerations
justify the giving to a woman of advice on Birth
Control In the course of the year 1926 a majorty
of a committee of a Birth Contrel Centre at Aber-
deen (Scotland) decided that no woman could be
accepted as a patient unless she brought a recom-
mendation from a doctor In other words, 1t was
decided that medical grounds alone were to justify
the giving of advice on Birth Control The Aber-
deen Centre was therefore erased from the roll of
Centres affiliated to the Society for the provision of
Birth Control Climes

Near Paddington (London) 1s another Centre,
not affihated to the Society, which 1s supervised by
Dr Norman Haire Here over 4,000 cases have
been seen 1n the last six years

An important Centre in London not affihated to
the Society for ‘he provision of Birth Control Chin-
1cs, 18 that of Dr Marie Stopes The latter 1s not
a doctor of medicine, but has done much to mmduce
the medical profession to take an interest in con-
traception She has written a large book” upon the

2 For details see Annual Report for 1926 1927 Walworth Women s Welfare
Centre 1533 FEast Street Walworth London

* Contraception Its Theory and Practice by Marie Stopes
and Danielssor London) 2nd Edition 1927 pp 480 Price 153

¢ The Fkirst kive Thousand by Marie Stopes Same publisher
Price 2s 6d

(John Bale

1925
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subject, of which over 40,000 copies have been sold,
and has published a short statistical summary' of the
first five thousand of her cases

At the beginning of 1927 over 9,000 women had
been seen at Dr Stopes’ Chmic A doctor 1s not
always 1n attendance at the sessions and uncom-
Plicated cases are fitted and mstructed by a nurse

An Important Book

An authoritative medical pronouncement about
Birth Control has recently been made 1n this coun-
try, which, while containing Iittle that 1s new, will
carry weight with the profession

There exists in England a committee called “The
National Council of Public Morals”, which has for
its aim “The moral and physical regeneration of the
race ” This committee was established 1n 1913, and
has produced various books of which the best known
are the Reports of the National Birth Rate Com-
mission Among the later publications was one
which appeared 1n 1925 called “The Ethics of Birth
Control”" This was drawn up by 2 Commuttee con-
sisting chiefly of doctors and clergymen, most of
whom were well known to the public The ten-
dency of the conclusions reached may be appre-
hended from the statements in the report that mar-
rniage 1s a divine nstitution, that each marred
couple should have four or five children at the least,
that the feasibihity of abstinence as a2 method of
Birth Control 1s much underrated, but that, after
the duties of adequate parenthood have been met,
the practice of contraception by married persons
1s “‘difficult to condemn”

This report represents the view of an important
section of English people, which probably includes
the majonty of clergymen and many doctors By
these, Birth Control 1s not necessarily opposed on
moral grounds, but nevertheless its indiserimmate
spread 1s looked upon with apprehension as being
racially harmful, further, 1t 1s regarded as potenti-
ally antagonistic to a proper sense of parental duty
and responsibility

Later in 1925 the National Council of Publie
Morals appointed a medical sub-committee to re-
port on the medical aspects of contraception This
report has recently appeared,’ and 1s noteworthy 1n
that 1t embodies the considered opinion of a group
of distingmished medical men and women, some of
whom are unfavorably disposed to Birth Control

The chief conclusions of this book may be briefly
summarized

8 The Ethics of Birth Control
London } 1925 Price 5/

8 Medicn] Aspects of Contraception
188 Price 10/8

(McMillan & Co Ltd St Martin s Street

(Martin Hepkinson & Co Ltd) pp
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1 There are msufficient data available to permt of a
final opimon upon the value of the different con-
traceptive methods

2  Abstmence 1s impracticable for the majonty of
young marrted persons

8  Coitus interruptus 1s condemned as harmful

4  There 1s no “safe period”, but the chances of preg-
nancy are least from the exghteenth day of the men-
strual eycle to the end of the cycle Ewidence sup-
porting this view was advanced by Dr F A Mar-
shall, whose cpimmion was based on the researches
upon the time of ovulation in woman conducted by
Dr Wilfred Shaw, and pubhshed m the British
Journal of Physiology

5 The contraceptive method most approved by the
committee was that used at the Centres of the So-
city for the provision of Birth Control Climes

6 'The use of contraceptives brings about an improve-
ment 1n the health of those women who use them on
medical grounds, or because they have already had
many children

7  Hospitals should become centres of advice and -
struction on this subject

The above conclusions were reached after con-
sidering the evidence forthcoming from Birth Con-
trol Clinmics with records of over twelve thousand
cases But these records have, for the most part,
been incompletley analysed Evidence from Dr
Stopes’ Clinic was not considered

It 1s difficult to prophesy what influence the book
will have on medical opimon 1n England Of the
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position of the profession as a whole, 1t may be said
that 1t 1s interested 1in Birth Control, but that its at-
titude would be more favorable than it 1s 1f a2 method
were known which was harmless, rehable, fool-proof
and aesthetically unobjectionable The subject 1s
much discussed by present day medical students
who will grow up with a wider knowledge of 1t than
was possessed by previous generations of doctors

The subject 1s accorded a varying amount of at-
tention 1n the medical press of Great Britam Of
the medical journals the “Lancet” deals with 1t
most fully and sympathetically

Burth Control Investigation Commattee

In the spring of 1927 there was founded in Eng-
land a Birth Control Investigation Committee the
objects of which are to conduct statistical research
and research into contraceptive methods These re-
searches are now beginning, and no statement can
be made about them at this early stage But 1t may
be said that the statistical data which the commuttee
wiil compile will be more complete and detailed
than any that have yet appeared n this country

The Commuttee includes the following members E D Adnan, M D,
FRS, C P Blacker, MB C J Bond CMG, Professor A M
Carr Saunders Frank Cook FR.CS, Mrs Gladys Cox, MB, BS,
Professor Wimfred Cullis, D S¢ Professor Arthur Ellis, M D, Pro
fessor Juhan Huxley Professor F H A Marshall DSc FR S, Pro-
fessor Sir Humphry Rolleston Bart, KCB, FRS, assisted by Mrs
Lella Florence (Cambridge Women s Welfare Centre) Mrs Margaret
Lloyd (Workers Birth Control Group), Mrs Margaret Spring-
Rice (North Kensington Wornen s Welfare Centre) Mrs Mary Stocks
(Manchester & Salford & District Mother’s Climic), Honorary Treas-
urer F ] Huntington (Walworth Womens Welfare Centre} Hon
orary Secretary The Hon Mrs Marjorie Farrer, 416 Clanricarde
Gardens Londeon, W 2

An Appeal From France

HE advocates of Birth Control in France have
had to turn their attention to alleviation as
the advocacy of the true remedy 1s demed them
We are glad to present to our readers the following
appeal
Judge Henn Rollet of Paris, who 15 a good friend of
Birth Control, sends an appeal to those Americans, who
love France and who have enjoyed all that Pans so lav-
1shly offers to foreign visitors, to aid the unfortumate chil-
dren of the city “La Tutelare” 15 an establishment which
takes m temporarily gils and hittle children who fall mto
distress It receives, cares for, and comforts these un-
fortunates and then it studies ther character and disposi-
tion preparatory to placing them where they can find more
permanent homes It was founded durmg the war, and
by the end of 1923 it had cared for 4,543 children—

3,741grrls and 802 boys For boys from 10 to 18 there
18 other provision, it 1s the guwls and younger boys who
find shelter at “La Tutelawre”

The work of ‘“La Tutelaire” has grown so much that
it 18 absolutely necessary to find new quarters, and for
this purpose 13 needed a sum of 1,900,000 francs—about
175,000 There 1s no better way of helpmg the unfor-
tunate httle children of France than by sending a con-
tribution to “La Tutelawre”, 164-6, Rue Blomet Pars,
XV, France

Judge Rollet beheves, as we do, that Birth Conirol
would do much to obmate the need of such appeals as ths
one But wn the meantyme the children are here and must
be cared for, and while there s public provision for boys
over ten, the care of these Little ones s lert to such agen-
cses as “La Tutelasre”
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AS A PROPHET
(Continued from page 40)

meaning the increase of wealth, comfort, conven-
1ence and luxury for themselves

To read of people 1n a future age looking back
on the Nineteenth Century as an age of barbarans,
of 1ignorance such as we attribute to the ancient Bri-
tons, simply made most of the people of 1900 smile
—or swear Yet if you read this dalogue of
Havelock Ellis’s now, you see that he expressed 1n
it the opiions which all sensible persons have had
forced upon them and which are shaping the world
to come

ON A CERTAIN TYPE OF JOKE

A subscriber sends us the following “masculimst” joke
from the Mediwcal Piwckunck, with her comment

Nurse —A httle stranger has arrived

Absent-minded Professor —Well ask him what he
wants'

Nurse —It’s a little boy, sir!

Professor —Well'—Isn’t my wife at home?

“A joke of this kind” says our correspondent “I detest
I have wallowed during part of my life 1n the mass of
facetiousness that men used to enjoy so much at the ex-
pense of women where every thing connected with child-
birth provokes merely male smggers, and where the super:-
ority of man over women 1s chiefly shown by the fact that
only the pleasurable part of procreation belongs to the
male, while all the consequences have to be borne by the
female The effects of this experience 1s to give me a real
complex against such jokes, a complex which I find 1s
shared by a very large number of women Don’t you
thimk we ought to stand for the digmity of child-barth and
not to be accomplices 1n the perpetuation of this vile kind
of male superonty humor?’

A COMMON EXCUSE

There need be no fear about a decrease 1n the popula-
tion of Los Angeles, according to Mumcipal Judge
Chambers, of Speeders’ Court For, from the figures
taken from lns bench, babies-are born at a greater rate
than the wildest population enthusiast ever dared

prophesy

“Out of an average of forty speeding cases that I hear
every day,” Judge Chambers remarked, “ten excuse them-
selves on the ground that they were rushing home to sece

or welcome a new baby ”
—Fvenng Graphe (N Y)
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Correspondence

Light Stll Banned
England

Editor Biata Coxtror Review

Your letter of December 7 has only just reached me
I am a great admire of Havelock Ells’s work, but as you
see, I cannot possibly get any article to you mn time—
January 5th1s impossible The extraordinary fact 1s that
m our hibraries, at least in the Free Mumicipal ones, as far
as my experience goes, Havelock Elhs 1s barred, even as re-
gards such a book as his work on Spamn I had a conflict
some time ago with the London Library over the question
of supplying me with his books dealing directly with sex
Yet, n my opimon, he 15 not merely a wise man, but mn
many respects a genus quite unique in this age

With comphments and thanks for the honour you have
done me,

M P Wirtcocks

Epiror’s Note—We shall look forward with pleasure
to printing Miss Willcocks’ tribute to Havelock Ellis next
year

An Echo of “Neediest Cases”

Editor, Bieta ConTtroL ReviEw

I want to thank you for your editoral on the “Hun-
dred Neediest Cases” There 15 a proverb that “Pre-
vention 1s better than cure”, but who believes 1t when 1t
1s a case of appeals for contributions? Think of the hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars that have been collected this
Christmas trme'! But the people who are helped by means
of these great sums must first go down into the hell of
extreme poverty and suffering And all the time more
hundreds of thousands of necediest cases are i prepara-
tion, and society 15 deliberately forcing many of them nto
that same hell by refusing them the access to Birth Con-
trol advice Surely we are hardly sane as a nation when
we act hike this!

M L T January 8, 1928

A Gratfymg Response

Rhode Island
Editor, Birta Conrror ReviEw
I enclose a cheque for fifty dollars as a Christmas pres-
ent for the League, will all good wishes I am sending 1t
to you instead of to the “Hundred Neediest Cases” as I
feel 1t will meet their needs better this way
With Christmas greetings to all of your staff and to
you
D H W Hoxr
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HUMAN WASTE

Chicago provides another baby story, having nothing
to do with accidental poisoming but still not wholly happy
It 1s about Mrs Carmella Carbone, who has given birth
to a pair of twins, her fourth pair That makes sixteen
babies Mrs Carbone has borne m nineteen years of mar-
nage and forty of hfe But seven of the children, includ-
ing all the previous twins, died early And prospects
are none too bright for the mmne hiving children Mr Car-
bone 15 out of work So 1s the oldest boy, aged 16, whe
has helped 1n the past So1s Mr Carbone’s brother, also
a former contmbutor

Chicago philanthropy seems to have done something for
Mrs Carbone, for the first time, and may help the famly
to pull through The death rate may seem hagh, but that
82 not unusual wn famires reported as having births wn ex-
ceptional number Whatever the case may suggest to ad-
vocates or opponents of Birth Control, st should snspire
somethwng of satssfaction wn the mwnds and hearts of par-
ents who have had few chiddren, but have managed to
bring them safely through the hazards of childhood

—Editoral 1n The Cleveland News

CIVIC FOLLY

A newspaper syndicate sends out a story by Irvin Cobb
of the days when some state chanties paid a famly a hun-
dred dollars a year toward the support of each feeble-
munded child A stranger and a citizen were traveling
together They came to a homestead that was mfimtely
better looking than any they had seen for days The
house was of clapboards, instead of the customary logs,
and i1t was pamnted The fences were stout and neatly
whitewashed The stock in the barn lot had a well-nour-
1shed look

“Who hves here?” inquired the stranger “Judging by
the looks of the place he must be forehanded man

“He certamnly 1s,” said the native “He’s forehanded,
but he’s had a sight of luck m his time, too He’s got
*leven children and all of ’em 18 1j10ts

“Mr Louis I Dubhn estimates that a baby born to-day
15 worth £1,447 Parents will be well advised to sell at
once, 1n view of the possibility of a slump ”

—Punch (London )

From Columbus Circle to Herald Square Hotel after
hote! Lobby after lobby Nine o'clock by the dial above
the crossroads of the world Ten o’clock Eleven o’clock

Sweet-faced gentlemen offered the “Bmrra ConTmOL
Review ” Pineapple juice salesmen wooed us with pine-
appled words Sidewalk salesmen displayed toy balloons,
dancing dolls

—RoseRT GaRLAND 10 The Graphe (NY)

Bwrth Control Review

For dynamic poetry dealing fearlessly
with dreams of tomorrow and titemes of
today, stressing the awaking of women
and the new attitude toward 'sex, read

Contemporary Verse

Edited by Lucia TrReNT, RatpH CHEYNEY and
Benjamin Musser

$1 50 a year

Signtficant original poems, translations, quoted poems, art-
icles and comprehensive reviews

Invesugate “Contemporary Verse” Prize Contests, Burcau
of Crittcism, Course 1n Verse Technique, Book Sales Service
and Publishing Offer

CONTEMPORARY VERSE

107 South Mansfield Ave,
Margate, Atlantic City, N J

MARGARET SANGER COMES TO BERLIN
(Continued from page 54)

and sends them to physicians who are instructed to
meet the needs as prescribed 'There are cases when
she advises sterilization when the health mndicates
the necessity Mrs Sanger says she saw the deep
relief and thankfulness of the women to Dr Riese,
and this moved her deeply

In the work of Dr Riese we see a Marmage Ad-
vice Center functioning as 1t should, although 1t 1s
but logical to expect that 1t should develop mnto a
chinic where contraceptive mmformation 15 given
without sending women to physicians whose fees
are prohibitive for most poor women We may say
with justice that Mrs Sanger’s visit to Germany
has very definutely brought this fact to the fore-
ground for discussion and possible action

* * » » * *

Mimng 18 men’s most dangerous trade, yet the death-
rate of working mothers from fatal accidents 1 child-
birth 18 s1x or seven times as great as the mortahty from
fatal accidents 1n the mines

Are mothers then to be denied even the nght to plead
before miners and other trade umomsts that they, too,
should be allowed to regulate the risks, the hours and
the conditions of their own occupation?

—Dora RusseLr in Jokn Bull (London)
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From Canc_ta_
To The Gulf

Wherever you find winter sports, you will also
find 3-n-One  This great o1l 18 helping bladed
skates cut swirls on ice-locked Canadian lakes
and at the same time helping roller skates spin
merrily along palm-shaded pavements from
Florida to California

®
3-in-One
The High Quality Ol
For Ice Shates—3 1n-One keeps them keen by preventing destruc-
fiverust Ouls clamps  Keeps leather skating shoes pliable
For Roller Skates—3-1n-One oils the rollers nght Prevents rust
Preserves leather straps

For B:cycles—3-1n.One works out old grease and dirt from bearings
Oils perfectly Polishes and rust proofs mickeled parts Makes
enamel shine  Cleans and preserves leather saddle

For Guns—3 1n One oils the mechanism  Prevents rust wnside and
out Removes black powder residue  Polishes stock

For Golf Sticks—3-1n-One rust proofs and polishes metal head
Cleans, polishes and preserves shaft  Keeps leather handle soft

At all good dealers  Look for the Big Red “One  on
can or bottle

Penetrates quickly  Oils perfectly Stays in bearings
Never gums Never dries out

FREE. Sample of 3 1n One and Dictionary of

e Uses Request both on a postal

THREE IN ONE OILCC 130LE Wiliam St NewYork N Y
Factories Rabway N J and Montreal
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The American Birth Control League

I Inc.
MARGARET SANGER, President

104 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY
Telephone. Chelsea 8901

WE ASK YOU TO HELP SUPPORT OUR WORK BY BECOMING A
CONTRIBUTING MEMBER

1. To teach the need for Birth Control

2 To make it legal for physicians to mnstruct marned persons 1n safe
methods of Birth Control

3 To open clinics where the best contraceptive information shall be

obtainable by all who need it

OUR
AIM

“There 1s no other subject of such importance as
Birth Control  Knowledge of its marks a new and
happier phase 1n the history of civilization ”

—H E WgLLs

“The only practical instrument by which eugen-
1cs can work 1s Birth Control "

—HaveLock ELLis

“There could be no greater contnbution to the
morality of the world and to mantal happiness than
Birth Control ”

—WiLriam ArLeN Pusey, M D, President of

the American Medical dssociation, 1924-1925

“It 1s not a question of introducing among the
poor an effort to prevent excessive child-bearning
Such efforts are made all the time now It 1s a ques-
tion of introducing safe and sane methods, and of
spreading among them the knowledge that such a
limitation of the number of children 15 possible with
out the risk of death or invalidism It 1s a question
of offering to the poor who need 1t most, the knowl-
edge and the power which has long been the posses-
sion of those who need 1t least ”

—Avice Hamiwton, M D Harvard Medical
School

FILL IN AND SEND WITH YOUR DUES TO
ROOM 1905, 104 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

Name

Street

Crty State
$5 or over mcludes a
Years Subscription to

Date of Jointng Amount

CLASSES OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

THE
O A—3$100to $500 0O C—$25 BIRTH
O B— $50 O D—s$10 CONTROL
O E—$2to$9 REVIEW

Checks Should be made payable to the American Birth Control League




