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Birth Control the Ultimate Salvation of Mankind
Shal.

A Few Facts Gathered from

“STANDING ROOM ONLY”

By Epwarp AvrsworTH Ross

Pestilence, War, Famine, Infanticide and Abor-
tion are the ancient regulators of population

Pestilence 1s conquered

How does this conquest react on War, Famine,
Infanticide and Abortion?

Let us take stock of the results of & century of
health measures without Birth Control

The Figures.

“Estimates put out in 1924 for the League of Na-
tions gmve the population of the earth for 1800 as 850,-
000,000 and 1,800,000,000 now

“Daily 100,000 die and 150,000 are born Each sun
beholds 50,000 more on our planet

“Durmg the single year 1927 the world increase will
be 20,000,000

“If the estimates of the great Austrahan statistician,
Sir George Kmbbs are nght then in the hfetime of the
average person born this year (1927) in the United
States, as many human beings may be added to man-
kind as were developed 1n all the 1500-2000 generations
during which the human race has been spreading over
the planet ”

The New Hygiemic Order has Gaven us

A General Death Rate Vastly Cut Down
Infant Mortality Lessened

Life Proloriged on the Average by 20 vears

In old days a 20th of the population died each year,
today an 80th

“Utihzing the hfe-saving means now available, a
flourishing and enbghtened modern population, which
welcomed large families, might grow from its own loins
at a rate which would double 1t in twenty years ”

REVOLUTIONARY RESULTS OF HEALTH
PROMOTION

“Is fullness of days what 1t all comes to® By ne means
Populatron growth goes into high speed Without real-
1zing 1t, the pathologists and samtanans are greater
revolutionaries than were Tiberius Gracchus, Danton,
and Lemn They are putting out of action certan
brakes which have contnbuted to keep peoples from
increasing their numbers so rapidly as to plunge them
into a quagmire of miseries and difficulties Their work
15 affecting the intensity of population pressure, the
sharpness of the struggle for food, the outburst of

peoples and races, the volume of overseas flow, the
attitude of governments toward immigrants, the quest
for colomes to absorb the home surplus, the esteem of
large famihes, the tradition that woman’s proper place
15 by the cradle, the ancient chant, “Multipy and re-
plemsh the earth ” To expect these things to remain as
they have been 15 to think as a child They must
change "'

Are the triumphs of science over ill heath and
early death to be nullified by the enforced return
of the days of Famme?

“Human beings must not breed as if they still were
hable to be decimated periodically by hunger, other-
wise ‘starving times’ will recur even in this age of steam
and steel

“Humamty grows as a tree grows each year the
growth ring 1s bigger On the other hand, as more and
more of the globe’s neglected resources are L.ought
into play, the extensibleness of food production should
dechne, just as, the more you ha e stretched a rubber
band, the harder 1t 1s to stretch it still further Imagine
mankind as thronging to a vast spread dinner-table
which can be extended fast enough to accommodate the
20 milhon extra guests which now appear every year
But can the table be extended fast enough to seat the
yearly 40 million new guests who will seek places 60
vears hence? How about 120 years hence when each
vear 80 million more guests will want seats? Or 180
years hence when 160 million more will present them-
selves each year?

Is the conquest of Pestilence to mean greater con-
quests for War, blood - brother to Famme?

“There are good reasons for believing that the real
enemy of the dove of peace 1s not the eagle of pride
nor the vulture of greed, but the Stork ”

Must we return to infanticide and legalize abor-
tion because our mynads are too healthy and live

too long?
OR

Shall Birth Control* be made the foundation of
all health measures and

The Ultimate Conserver of Human Life?

*The deliberate Limtation of the Biurth Rate by Easy Samrary
Methods of Preventing Conception
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EDITORIAL

N THE newspapers of every civilized country of
the world—from Sweden to Spam, from India

to Japan, throughout South Africa, Australa and
New Zealand—news was carried of the world Pop-
ulation Conference at Geneva It 1s easy already to
see that the Conference has put a new note of sen-
ousness mnto the popular discussion of questions of
over-crowding, of emigration and immgration and
of measures to regulate or control the increase of
numbers, when such increase becomes a menace to
the welfare of any nation and to the peace of the
world Both im America and in England, there
were long reports of the papers and discussions, and
many of the newspapers gave editonals on the ques-
tions suggested It was no part of the work of the
Conference to urge remedies The groundwork
had first to be prepared, and there was much to be
done m regard to ascertamning the actual facts and
correlating these facts mnto a coherent body of
knowledge But the newspapers were not bound
by such scientific imitations, and the thoughts of
many editorial writers naturally turned to Birth
Control as a means of regulation The London
Sunday Tines, m reviewing the Conference, quoted
with approval a statement made by Professor
Leonard Hill 1n a recent address “A. wise control
of the birthrate throughout mankind,” said the Pro-
fessor, “is essential Unless the propagation of the
human species 1s regulated by human reason, rather
than by anmmal nstinet, world conflicts are mewit-

able ”

ANY other English newspapers echoed the

same sentiment The Manchester Guardian
carried a long editorial headed “Earth Planning
It emphasized the international character of the
problem  “Piecemeal regulation”, 1t remarked
“can do no more than exempt a district temporarily
from the chaos of the rest, there 1s no cutting loose
from it Another hurried reshuffling of the

inhabitants will answer the problem only for a
time 7 “It 1s high time”, 1t adds, “that the world
took stock of 1ts position  For too long the develop-
ment of the earth has been left to chance or to the
grim decisions of war But there 1s mn bhnd 1m-
perialism a danger even greater than that of war
The very aimlessness of 1t leads into a2 quag from
which fighting one ancther will not save us ali We
know now that the population which the world can
best support 1s harshly linited and easily passed

If we do not care to hmit our numbers we
must calculate carefully what in fifty years our
numbers are likely to be Then only can we be sure
not to bequeath to our descendants an earth made-
quate to their needs For that purpose the prime
requisite 1s knowledge If the Conference at Gen-
eva did Dittle else, 1t established an International
Union for the study of problems of population At
last there will be some coordinated attempt to treat
the matter seriously The Union makes
possible a kind of tentative town-planning over the
whole earth ”

¢ NE thing that makes me feel hopeless,” said

n sensitive woman recently, 1s that we seem
to learn nothing as the world grows older We are
still torturing ourselves and others by the same
cruel tabus and superstitions which existed in primi-
tive races Jacques Fischer* echoes her “Mystery,
sacred terror and tabu have had as their natural
consequences the turning of us into a sort of semi-
madmen, terrified from youth upwards by a false
understanding and fetichistic brooding upon the
idea of love, and we are left the worse for these
hours of terror throughout our whole hves ” We
might have said the same thing ten years ago, even

#«f ove and Morality, page 289



286

five years ago, but we do not say it now For tabus
and superstitions are today being attacked and are
yielding to the attack  The cruelest and meanest
of the tabus s the tabu on sex questions Birth Con-
trol 1s no longer outlawed, it is recogmzed as a mark
of intelhgence to believe n 1t, practise it and sup-
port it  Fven mn the religious body where tabu 1s
still strong, 1t 1s the priesthood and not all the con-
gregation, probably not even a majonty of the con-
gregation, that still bans Birth Control in married
Ihfe This we know from conversations with Cath-
olics, from our memberships, and from the women
who come to our clinical research department The
tabu on sex education and on the frank serutiny of
modern marriage 1s yrelding also, with a swiftness
that is starthng We are told that it was the frank-
ness of youth that started the attack, but we find
the older generation just as honest, unafraid and
clean n its nvestigation of the sex tabus that held
them spellbound and shamefaced during their ado-

lescence

HE decenter attitude towards sex 1s reflected

m the hterature that has come out in recent
years A few years ago what did we have? There
were the works of scientists—Elhs, Westermarck
Freud, and other scholars These were not widely
read, every effort was made, indeed to protect the
public from access to them even 1n the libraries that
allowed them on therr shelves They were depress-
ing even though illummating reading They taught
us what our friend speaks of, the persistence of de-
grading and torturing tabus Then there were the
few attempts by such people as Dr Malchow, Mar-
garet Sanger and Dr Robinson to teach some of
the facts the larty should know Sueh writings
were always m danger of suppression and were
often actually suppressed Dr Malchow was taken
to court and his book, which 1s now a recognized
text book was taken off the market In those days
the only wnitings that erculated freely were such
compilations as a little book called “Wedding Cus-
toms” in which was collected and facetiously retold
all that was depressing, behttling and obscene n the
estimate of marmage through the ages Other
sources of knowledge on this subject were classical,
literary, and even the greatest masters seem to have
sought to keep sex mn the shme If this seems an
exaggerated and unjust statement we can point to

Buwrth Control Revew

a little book, “What Price Marriage?’—a collec-
tion of passages from the makers of literature in

many countries

ROM such sources as these—depressing hus-

torical facts, smutty stories and allusions by
our great writers — a few years ago we got all
we knew  But suddenly the subject came to be dis-
cussed mn a different spirit and we find now on the
market for all to read an output of books remark-
able both for number and quality It was probably
largely the long and laborious work of the pioneers
of Birth Control bearing fruit, but the change
seemed almost overmight Today, though in ado-
lescent education there is still much to be done, for
adults there 1s plenty of reading matter that frees
sex from tabu and mystery, and presents it frankly
and clearly as a scientific, a beautiful and a normal
thmg We can, with no mterference by the cen-
sor, read Marshall’s or Baker’s book on the physio-
logy of sex, Fischer’s physiological study of moral-
ity, Bolsche’s study of love in amimal nature These
are a few chosen from many that are enabling the
ordinary adult to look behind the tabu and the
shame, and to find that 1t 1s nothing but a shadow
When we complete what we have begun, when we
have once learned to tell the young not part, but
all the facts about the physiology of sex in human
beings, we shall have thoroughly cleaned up that
channel of the human mind which 1s now a sewer
for vulganty, fear, cruelty and obscemty

Qle,

T THE close of the Population Conference,
the following message was sent by Margaret
Sanger to the Biet ConTROL REVIEW

“The Conference went off very well, as you doubt-
less have heard So many people have written to you
about 1t, that there 1s scarcely any need for my wrnit-
tng But I will merely say that | am well pleased with
its results The Conference has accomphshed practi-
cally all that it was intended to accomphsh Those
who came to Geneva expecting a propaganda Con-
ference were naturally highly disappointed, but as that
was never my object, I, of course, have no regrets

See Back Cover for Announcement of Cartoon Contest
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The World Population Conference

By Ax OBserver

International Aspects

RS MARGARET SANGER, who first

concerved the idea of the World Population
Conference and who carried through the organiza-
tion of it 1n a very remarkable manner, has every
reason to congratulate herself heartily upon the
magmficent result achieved She remained behind
the scenes during the proceedings, but her pres-
ence was felt the whole time, and when, at the final
dinner, her name was mentioned, the whole of the
members present rose to theiwr feet spontaneously
and drank her health with musical honors

On the three heads, quantity, quality and dis-
tribution of population, men of thought and men
of action have alike been disturbed, and the latter
group at any rate 1s hable to approach these prob-
lems 1n many cases from a political standpoint,
which 15 hardly hkely to facilitate the finding of a
solution This danger of hasty and ill-judged poh-
tical action was an additional reason, i1f one were
required, for bringing together a Conference of
scientific experts from many countries for an ex-
change of 1deas on the population question n 1ts
various aspects

The Conference was held at Geneva, for the
obvious reason that population 1s essentially an
mternational problem, and if a satisfactory solution
15 not found, we are likely to find ourselves 1n the
not distant future faced by a probabihty of war
It 15 a subject, therefore, which ought to be dis-
cussed frankly and openly, at a common nter-
national center, for nothing can be lost and a great
deal may be gamed from such a discussion, which
will enable the world to see precisely what the
facts are, what conclusions can be drawn from
these facts and what practical measures can be
taken to deal with the situation thus disclosed

The Delegates

More than 200 delegates of many nationalities
were present, but they were by no means of equal
value From the Umted States and Great Britain
came very representative groups of scientists,
Germany, Czechoslovakia and the Scandinavian
countries sent smaller but not less able groups of
delegates, while the rest of the world was repre-
sented by a few delegates of some importance
and a number of invited guests

It must, however, be acknowledged that the

first two groups had such a high density of first-
class scientific “population” that one found oneself
surrounded by some of the salt of the earth, and
the debates were an intellectual treat, such as 1t 1s
rarely given to the ordinary mortal to enjoy It
1s m those two groups of countries that the
most serious work has been done on population
problems Is it because they are for the most part
the so-called Nordic countries {(and Germany 1s,
at least partially Nordic), or 1s 1t because they
are protestant countries, or are there other reasons?
I do not know 1 merely state the fact On the
other hand, a persistent rumor was 1n circulation
to the effect that the absence of a distinguished
French scholar who was a member of the Advisory
Council was due to ecclesiastical pressure I was

not able to verfy this, but I think 1t 1s worth
recording

The Programme

The programme was admirably drawn up so as
to place before the scientific world and before
public opiion the essential pioblems to be con-
sidered Drs Pearl, Fairchild and East covered
the qualitative aspect of the subject Inevitably
these three papers raised in concrete form the
question of the lmitation of population, and 1t
was not very surprising that the discussions re-
vealed a somewhat sharp divergence of opmion
on geographical lines The Americans, British
and Scandinavians admutted the need for a
Imitation of population, the Germans and
Czechoslovaks did the same, but with rather less
assurance, the French, while practising Birth
Control at home preached at Geneva the 1m-
portance of large families and the few Latin
and Slav voices present were definmtelv agamnst
hmitation The general impression left by the
debate, however, was that scientific opimon 1s
mamly on the side of hmitation, an unpression
which 1s partly, but not entirely, due to the m-
adequate representation of the opposite school

Quahty of Population

We then passed to the question of quahty, and
heard papers by Drs Carr-Saunders, Crew,
March, Grotjahn, Methorst, Iadbetter and
Lundborg There was very wide agreement among
those who took part in the discussion as to the im-
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portance of devoting attention to the “qualty” of
the population There was, however, a difference
of opmion as to the interpretation of the facts and
more especially as to the practical measures which
can be adopted The difficulty 1s to draw the line,
to define the fit and the unfit But it was encour-
aging to see how general was the view that the
qualty of the population was an important ques-
tion that deseried the careful attention of all na-
tions Even many of those who would leave
“quantity” to look after itself rallied to this view
i connection with “quality ” They perhaps failed
to realize that, as Prof Carr-Saunders said 1n his
opening statement, “the most important inmediate
factor m producing differential fertihty i1s found
in the differential use of “fanuly limtation ” Con-
sequently, one of the most important measures
that can be adopted 1s to ncrease the means of
“access to knowledge of effective contraception
methods ” The problems of “quantity” and *‘qual-
ity” are indeed inseparably bound up together

Lastly we arrived at the problem of Interna-
tional Migration and its control, ntroduced by M
Albert Thomas

Problems of Migration

This gave rise to a most interesting discussion
There appeared to be general agreement that free-
dom of rmgration was a thing of the past Diver-
gences were disclosed as to the precise effect of
migration on conditions 1 the countries of emigra-
tion and mmmigration, and as to the regulations
which are necessary in present condition While,
for instance, it was claimed on behalf of Sweden
that decreased emigration had caused increased un-
employment, an Italian delegate said that in s
country a similar phencmenon had produced no
unemployment at all On the other hand, several
speakers thought that migration should be con-
sidered more and more from a eugemec pomt of
view, a suggestion which came not only from the
United States but from Germany as well, while
others looked at the question from a purely eco-
nomc and social standpont

Voices from Asia

Two voices were heard from Asia during the
Conference Dr R Kanta Das told us of the
overpopulation in India, and said that the inport-
ant question was Can India mcrease her produc-
tine power? Dr Inw, of Japan, intervened in the
discussion on migration, and drew special atten-
tion to extreme expressions of nationalism con this
question on both sides of the barmer It 15 no
exaggeration to say that the problems under dis-

Birth Conirol Review

cussion at this Conference are particularly acute
m the countries around the Pacific Ocean, and 1t
15 to be hoped that at future Conferences there
will be a larger number of delegates from Asis,
so that this aspect of the question may be more
adequately dealt with

Premanent Results of Conference

The discussions at the Conference showed above
all the need for further research and further dis-
cussion by all nations on the population problem
This feeling found expression at a final executive
session at which a Permanent International Or-
gamzation was created to study population mn a
strictly scient:ific spirit, and a preparatory com-
mittee of ten members was appomnted with power
to add to their number up to a maximum of fif-
teen, the Conference indicating that 1t desired the
Commuttee, mn co-opting additional members, to
give adequate representation to the social sciences
and to ethme groups not at present represented,
such as Asian and South American and Slav coun-
tries The Committee was instructed, not only to
prepare the constitution of the new organization,
but also to report on the possibility of co-operating
with existing international orgamzations The
present members of the committee are Messrs
Baur, Bernard, Crew, East, Gim, Sir Bernard
Mallet, Messrs Mahaimm, Pearl, Rappard and
Welch

I shall be very surprised if the World Popula-
tion Conference does not prove to be the starting
pomnt of a movement which will lead, in 2 manner
only dimly perceived as yet, to mcreased well-
bemg for the people n all countries and to a les-
sening of the chances of war

Qle,

Because some natwns breed more than they can feed,
must they wmherst the earth, forsooth? That 1w not the
way to make cvviization safe but rather a return to the
Stone Age

—The §pectator, London

When we come to consider the terrble consequences
whsch may result from one rash act on the part of a young
couple, we do not understand how any rght-thinkng man
or woman can wssh to keep hs fellow creatures m wgnor-
ance of wformation which may save an abortion, a mrs-
carriage, or all the msery and deception whach the brth
of a child brings to an unmarried mother

~—The Spectator, London
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Clinical Birth Control Abroad

By Hannag M Stone, M D

PART 1

HE progress of knowledge 1s greatly aided

by the interchange of observations and data
among those engaged 1n the various fields of learn-
mg Ths interchange ordinarily takes place either
through the medium of scientific journals and
publications, or by means of conferences and per-
sonal contacts In Birth Control, scientific pubh-
cations are as yet infrequent, chiefly because of
legal and socmal taboos, and the nature and results
of the work carried on in the various chnics can at
present be best ascertaned through direct per-
sonal conferences with the chmcians mn this field

Burth Control at Geneva

The World Population Conference dealt pm-
marily with national and nternational problems
of population, limiting itself mamnly to statistical
studhes of the differential birth-rate, of migration,
of the effects of environment and heredity and to
scientific investigations along simlar lines The
question of Birth Control was only mcidentally
mentioned during the official sessions, and the
medical aspects of it were practically not touched
upon at all Among those present at the Confer-
ence there were, however, a number of represen-
tatives of the Birth Control movement from var-
ous countries, many of them physicians It was
almost mewitable, therefore, that as a by-product
of the population conference several Rirth Control
meetings and discussions should crystallize out
These meetings were unofficial and were held en-
tirely apart from the general conference One such
meeting was hmrted to the medical representa-
tives, another was more general n scope and n-
cluded a number of other delegates from various
nationalities

Clhinics 1n England

While abroad, I took ocecasion to wvisit Birth
Control Centres in England and m Holland, and
to mterview a number of physicians actively en-
gaged mm climeal contraception in various coun-
tries From these observations and intervmiews and
from conversations with many of the delegates to
the Conference I learned of the status of climecal
Birth Control activities 1 various parts of the
world This does not constitute, of course, a de-
tailed study of the general Birth Control situation

ahroad, but represents merely a summary of 1ts
climical aspect

My first stop was at London August 1s a very
unsatisfactory month in which to visit London
Most activities are at a standstill during this
month, and many of the individuals I had intended
to mterview were out of town Many of the Birth
Control Centres, too, were closed for the month

I was able, however, to visit the Mothers’ Chme
of Marie Stopes, and to have a long conference
with Dr Norman Hare who was formerly at the
head of the Walworth Centre Later, in Geneva,
I met Dr Dunlop, Dr Blacker, Mrs Farrar, the
Hon Secretary of the Birth Control Investigation
Commuttee, and other English delegates, and
learned considerably more about the extent and
character of chnical Birth Control in England

The Mothers’ Clhinic was not functioning on the
day of my visit 'Two secretaries were present,
however, and they were very cordial in showing
me around the place and n detailing the nature
of the work, the problems met and the methods
employed Dr Stopes was out of town, and I re-
gretted not to meet her

A Clymae Described

The clime occupies an entire small house on a
quet side street near the centre of the aity Pa-
tients are generally advised by graduate midwives,
and only cases showing some special abnormalty
are referred to the consulting physician As far
as I could learn no follow-up system 1s employed
‘Whatever data are gathered as to the results of
the methods prescribed are merely obtamned from
patients who return to the chmie for additional ma-
terials The mmadequacy of such data was dwelt
upon 1 my review of Dr Stopes’ report on 5,000
cases,* and the criticisms made then are appar-
ently still appheable to-day

An interesting 1item 1n connection with the
Mothers’ Chinic 1s the recent orgamzation of a
Caravan-Climic as a part of its work The Cara-
van has been lately outfitted and fully equipped
for the examination and advice of mothers It will
be 1n the nature of a travelhng chinie, making tem-
porary stops of a week or so in the varous towns

*Bmra ConTROL REVIEW, August, 1925
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along 1ts route Ths venture i1s a new one, and
1ts results will be watched with much interest Dr
Stopes herself 15 at present involved m a hitigation
with the editor of a London newspaper The ver-
sion I obtamned of the incident 15 that the editor
had failed or had refused to publish an advertise-
ment of a Birth Control meeting, whereupon he
was roundly denounced by Dr Stopes as incom-
petent and dishonest Later the editor brought
swit aganst her for libel Dr Stopes, however,
has been mvolved n legal altercations on several
former occasions, and she will no doubt use this
one to good purpose

A New Departure

Dr Norman Haae, a very graclious host, out-
Ined to me his work and his plans At present
Dr Haire 15 not connected with any Birth Con-
trol chnie, but a generous patient of his has re-
cently donated a substantial sum of money for the
purpose of orgamzing a clime under his direction
This climic 1s to be opened shortly as a general
matermity and infant welfare station, and advice
on contraception will be one of 1ts many activities
on behalf of the mother and the child

An mportant development of Birth Control

The Children’s Charter

The child a birthright shall inherit
For natural growth in flesh and spint

The child a-hungered shall be fed,
The sick child nursed and comforted,
The backward child with patience led,
The erring shall be claimed from sin,
The lonely child, bereft of kin,
Unloved, shall be taken m

In dire catastrophe and grief,
He shall be first to have rehef

Betimes the way he shall be shown
To carn his bread and stand alone
None shall exploit him, yet ungrown
And this, his trust, shall be defined
The best of him, of heart and mind,
Is at the service of his kind

The Declaration of the nights of the Child, commonly
referred to as “The Children’s Charter,” was officially
adopted at Geneva by representatives of practically all
the nations of the world The formal document was trans-
posed into verse by Miss Sidgwick and printed m “Chal-
dren, The Magazine for Parents,” published in New York

Birth Conirol Review

work in England 1s the recent orgamzation of the
“Birth Control Investigation Commuttee” The
commuttee 1s headed by Professor Sir Humphrey
Rolleston, and counts among i1ts members a num-
ber of cutstanding British scientists, such as Carr-
Saunders, Julhan Huxley, F A H Marshall, C
P Blacker and others The object of the commut-
tee 15 “to promote the scientific investigation of
Birth Control ” The members of the committee,
as stated 1 their pamphlet “differ widely mn their
opmons as to the desirability of Birth Control,
but are umted mn the reahization that the practice
1s widespread, and that the scienufic problems
which 1t raises can no longer be ignored ” The
orgamzation of this committee must be greeted
with much enthusiasm and satisfaction It s a re-
flection of the growing realization of the import-
ance of the medical side of Birth Control and 1s
a long step toward placing the subject of contra-
ception on a level with other medico-sociological
problems From the roll of its membership and
from the spint m which it was organized we may
confidently expect that this committee will make
mportant contributions to the scientific develop-
ment of Birth Control

Part Il «will cover Holland and other countries

A Wail from Scotland

Heagh O Heu, O what'll I do w’ gye?
Many O’ ye and Uttle to gse ye!
Bilack’s the life that I lead wy’ ye,
Hegh O Heu, O what'll I do w’ ge?

The best that can happen to a poor man
Is ae barrn dee, and the rest follow

Waly, Waly, bairns are bonny!
Ane’s enough and twa’s ower mony

“The fundamental rights of childhood are a normal
home life, opportunities for education, recreation, voca-
tsonal preparation for hife and moral relsgrous and phy-
srcal development wn harmony with Amercan Ideals ”

CuiLprEN’S BuaEav

It 13 probably no exaggeration to say that at present
at least half the children brought wnto the world are not
really wanted, but are concevved wn self-wmdulgence or
sgnorance—surely no right spirst mn which to consuwmmate
one of lsfe’s mysteres

—The Spectator, London
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¢ O CONFERENCE was ever better or-
gamzed,” was the verdict of more than one

member of the Conference held in Geneva from
August 30th-September 2nd this year, and of
more than one experienced and interested on-
looker

And of no side was this more delightfully true
than of the social events planned for the gather-
mg These were not only carried through with a
smoothness and efficiency that tempted one to for-
get they had involved any planning, but they were
also, 1n their conception, of an unusually dis-
tinguished order

On Tuesday, August 30th, the Repubhic and
Canton of Geneva, the City of Geneva and the
Recteur of the University of Geneva honored the
Conference by welcoming 1t to the aity at a recep-
tion given at the Palais Eynard, the welcome be-
mg voiced by the Recteur himself, M Rappard
His speech on this occasion and his chairmanship
of the dimmer gave a note of pecubar interest and
digmty to these occasions

Personal Hospitality

To this public reception were added mwvitations
of a more personal kind—the Reception and Din-

*The cartoon at the head to which Mrs Chance refers represents
the lighter side of the Conference Needless to say the learned gent'e
men represented are not drinking to the propagation of mere babies
but of better babies

w VIVE LE BEB

The
World Population
Conference

By Janer CHANCE

The Social Program¥

ner givenn by Mrs Stanley McCormick at Chateau
de Prangins, Nyon, and the cruise on the lake
and Dinner given by M Fatio

The first of these made an unforgettable eve-
ning The members of the Conference left the
platform and the benches to fill some capacious
charabancs and drive in the cool of the eveming
for some miles along the north shore of the lake
They drew up before the brilliant banks of red
salvia at the door of the Chateau de Prangins and
there a refinement of hospitality awaited them
which, with its touches of daintiness in detail, gave
a rare charm and friendhness to the evening On
the terrace and in the large rooms overlooking the
lake dmner was served and it was followed by talk
—much, Ioud and long talk-—in the beautiful rooms
of the castle and along 1ts avenues in the dusk
And the talk was followed by dancing Many
were fortunate in having some discussion of pe-
culbar interest, perhaps with a kindred spmit
hitherto known only at a distance, perhaps with a
stranger openmng up fresh viewpomts on a com-
mon theme, and possibly even more fortunate n
finding some expert in statistics who could zlso
prove his or her skill on the floor of the ballroom

Who could have taken more personal interest
and care in his varied hospitahty than M TFatio?
He personally invited the Conference on board the
“Montreux,” and came with s vast number of

(Continued on page 310)
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Harmony in Marriage

A Sociologist Shows the Social Importance of Sexual Adjustment

T IS something new for science to take cog-
nizance of the art of living happily within the
family But Professor Hornell Hart in his new
book, “The Science of Social Relations’’* bases his
work on the individual and the ways in which his
personality comes into collision and forms adjust-
ments with social institutions  First 1n importance
of these relations 1s the famuly Of this he writes —

Above all other social institutions thus far developed,
the modren family has come closest to achieving an
mtegration of the various forms of functiommng mvolved
m the relation between men and women Under 1deal
conditions 1t provides an adequate opportumty for
phystcal functiomng, for parenthood, for compamon-
ship, for love, and for a home It has social approval

Professor Hart reahzes that condrtions are not
always 1deal There are collisions between the m-
dividual and his duties and responsibilities as a
member of the family If there 1s to be harmony,
there must be satisfactory sex relations as a basis
In a passage that 1s remimiscent of much that Mar-
garet Sanger mnsists upon m “Happiness in Mar-
nage”, Professor Hart writes —

In sex Lfe first experiences are of momentous im-
portance Intimate studies of divorce cases reveal the
fact that conflict in sex matters 1s mvelved 1 an over-
whelming majonty of marmage failures, and that fre-
quently the antagomism begins on the marmage mght

The first requisite to married seremty 1s that both
partners be mn harmony within themselves If they are
ashamed of the physical aspects of their love, if they re-
gard the sex mmpulse as nasty, impure, and unworthy,
they will be exceedingly hkely to develop mental con-
flicts 1 connection with the marriage relationship
Sumilarly the church should progress beyond the furtive
ashamed, repressive attitude which has characterized so
much of our reformative work The motive of hfe 1s to
function Manita) functiomng is a normal and beautiful
form of joy The aim should be to emphasize its whole-
some and constructive aspects and to release 1t from 1ts
poisonocus and destructive perversions, rather than to
thwart 1t

According to the view now prevalent among biolo-
gists, sociologists, and psychologists, the physical as-

*The Science of Social Relations, by Hornell Hart. Henry Holt
and Co New York

pect of sex 1s an underlying foundation of all that 1s
beautiful e Ife Art, music, literature, and religion 1t-
self are flames of beauty from this primeval fire Philan-
thropy, ethics, and brotherly love borrow power from
sex

Yet the tremendous power of the sex drives makes the
nitial excursion a dangercus one The first principles
for success wm this relationshp are gentloness, mutual
understandsng, and patience

Particularly 1 sex matters, force 1s the supreme
blunder A husband may compel his wife to conform to
his wishes, but this coercion 1s likely to alienate her
purposes from ki and destroy the possibibty of
genume harmony 1 the home

In marnage, somewhat as during courtship, the phy-
sical phases of the relationship gam beauty and sigm-
ficance 1 proportion as they are not regarded as ends
m themselves, but grow out of other relations between
the personalitites As by-products they acquire new
beauty, as mere activities for their own sake they be-
come crude, dull and unsatisfying

Only indirectly does Professor Hart show the im-
portance of Birth Control In deseribing the rela-
tions of the child to the home he writes of the menace
of the unwanted child This menace 1s directed
agamst the welfare of the home, aganst the child
himself and against society which 1s threatened by
the warped human bemng developed out of the un-
wanted child

Far more often than we are apt to recogmuze, the
child coming 1nto & family 15 regarded as a menace
This 1s true for several reasons The first 1s financial
Budgetary studies have proved that it costs as much
to rear a child to working age as 1t costs to bmld a
house Even the well-to-do hesitate to take on an un-
hmited number of such respomsihilities For the poor
the menace often becomes crucial

To 1illustrate the frequency with which mothers,
and fathers also, regard the coming of a child as a
threat to their own welfare and to that of the chil-
dren already 1n existence, he quotes from some of
the Mothers’ Letters found in the pages of the
BirtH ConTROL REVIEW He then goes on to show
the results to the child of coming unwanted mto the
world —

Toward stumuh which are regarded as menaces the
typical reactions, as we have previously seen, are apt
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to be grief, avoidance, and rage Toward the child the
resulting attitudes are neglect and abuse Disease,
death, delinquency, truzancy, retardation, and psycho-
pathic personahties are too often the products Illegit-
imate children are particularly handicapped by an an-
tagonistic social environment The United States
Children’s Bureau reports that the death rates for ille-
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gmtimates i Boston and 1n Baltimore are about three
times as high as for legitimate children

Although Professor Hart refrains from draw-
mg the moral, it 1s self-evident Only by Birth
Control, by the substitution of voluntary for invol-
untary parenthood can this menace of the unwanted
child be removed

As Ellsworth Huntington Sees It

THAT lusty Lttle pamphlet which used to be thrust
into our unwilling hands at street corners by zealots

m 1ts cause has a brand new cousin

The pamphlet, you will remember, was called Birth
Control You still meet 1t 1n occasional centers of traffic,
such as the entrance to Grand Central Station

Now you will find 1t 15 wearing a ligh hat and taking
on airs because of 1ts kinship to a very learned tome, “The
Builders of America,” fathered by Professor Ellsworth
Huntington, of Yale Umiversity, and Leon F Whitney,
of the American Eugemec Society

Professor Huntington steps forth m faver of selective
birth He would make the arrival of a child m the family
a matter of blessed privilege rather than of unfortunate
accident

“Y ET’S talk about Birth Control,” he asks, “until
foohsk folk get over bemng afraid of 1t Low grade

intelhgence, quite aside from any rehgious teaching, still
beleves birth contrel 1s wicked We must drive out this
ogre

“Birth Control 1s umversslly practiced And because
we have not placed this control under a system of educa-
tion and investigation, 1ts practice 1s dangerous

“The nght to produce the men and women of the future
should be a privilege based on health, on the abihty to care
for children properly and on an honest bking for children

“The extent of birth control 1n the Umted States 1s
proven by the fact that in 1790 the average family con-
tained exght chuldren In 1927 the average famly contamns
three children

“There must be at least four children 1n a family if the
type of that famly 1s to be preserved

“FIVHE odium that has attached to eugemcs as they
affect the birth rate is a result of misinformation,”
contends Professor Huntington

“People get the notion birth control means no children
or, at the most, one or two children Properly apphed, 1t
means nothing of the sort It goes in for regulation to
the extent that children are not born into disease, poverty
or unhappiness

It advocates, whenever possible, not less than four chil-
dren 1n a famuly There are not enough 1if that famly 1s to
contribute 1ts type and 1ts talents to the future Death,
farlure to marry or childless marriages bring about the
end 1n one, two or at most, three generations

UOTING from Professor Huntington’s “Bmlders of
of America,”he says —

“What the world needs today 1s not the martyr, the
bermit, the sacrificial warrior, the monk, the nun or the
woman who dedicates herself to the service of the sick,
suffering and degraded What 1t needs most 1s bright,
healthy, competent, strong willed, clear thinking children
born of happy, hearty, high-minded parents

“QOME day the world will doubtless frown on any

family that has more than two children unless the
older children rank high 1n all sorts of tests, but 1t will
pay great honor to the parents of six children, all of
whom are superior m mind and temperament »

The professor advocates the elimnation of diseased,
stupid and imbecile children, by permiting those who
might have been their parents voluntarly to prevent
bringing them nto the world

He looks forward to the time when, through the exer-
cise of positive eugemcs, Lincolns, Darwms, Edisons,
Roosevelts will anse, not once 1n a hundred years among
scores of mullions of people, but once 1n a generation
among one million people, with lesser abilitics increasing
1n proportion

Jane Divon 1n The Telegram (N Y )
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The Birth Control Handbills of 1823

By Norman E Himes

THE opmmon 1s still very general that Birth

Control propaganda, so-called, 1s a social phe-
nomenon which had its beginnings n the last quar-
ter of the mmneteenth century Nothing could be
further from the facts Although it 1s true that the
popular advocacy of Birth Control, especially on
social and economic grounds, was reinforced by the
prosecution of Charles Bradlaugh and Annie Bes-
ant 1n 1877 for the publication of Dr Charles
Knowlton’s “The Fruits of Philosophy,” it 1s clear
that the decade of the 1820’s produced an agitation
of singular interest not only to the physician but to
the economist and sociologist Nor did the public
demand for information become quiescent between
1830 and 1877, less noisy 1t did become after the
death of Malthus in 1834, but the passing of the
figure around whom the population storm raged,
the wideming of the suffrage and the passage of the
New Poor Law merely poured o1l on the troubled
sea of socmal difficulties, the propaganda continued,
and the distribution of Birth Control tracts went
quietly on

The Pioneers

We shall concern ourselves here with one phase
only of the agitation of the 1920°’s 'That phase 1s
the handhil]l propaganda which seems to have been
mihated by Francis Place—by trade a tailor, by
avocation a schoolmaster to statesmen Place, mna-
dentally, was united by the bonds of friendship, and,
to a Limited extent by the cords of a common feeling
with Thomas Wakley, the medical reformer who
founded, and who for a number of years edited, The
Lancet 1t should be observed that Place’s gen-
eralship in supervising the distribution of the broad-
sheets about to be described was but a small part of
an organized, concerted attempt to bring a contra-
ceptive techmque to the working classes without ex-
tensive aid from the medical profession

The question of the origin of the method recom-
mended— whether introduced from France
or independently hit upon here—need not detan us
But it may be mentioned 1n passing that aithough
Place started the rumour that Robert Owen, New
Lanark philanthropist, introduced the new preven-
tive check from France, although his statement was
repeated by T J Wooler, editor of a radical news-
paper called the Black Dwarf, and although the
Owen “‘anecedote” was reiterated in two separate
publications of Richard Carhle (Place’s Birth Con-

*Part of an article i The Lancst (London) of Aug 6th

trol disciple), conclusive evidence has since come to
light which would seem to demonstrate that if the
, as a contraceptive technique, had a French
origin 1t was not ntroduced mto FEngland by
Robert Owen

James Mill, the eminent political economist, had
no sooner broached the subject 1n his Colony article
in the Supplement to the Encyclopedia Britanmca
(1818) than the pros and cons of contraception
seem to have been discussed in the inner circle of
the Benthamite group Place began his public ad-
vocacy of Birth Control in lis “Illustrations and
Proofs of the Principle of Population” (1822) but
no mention was there made of methods

The Handbills

It was not until the surnmer of 1823 that Place
mutiated a distribution of handbills among the gen-
eral populace Copies of these bills are preserved
in what 1s known as the Place Collection at the
British Museum Thev exist in two forms, printed
and manuscript The three printed forms of the
handbills are addressed respectively “To the Mar-
ried of Both Sexes,” “To the Married of Both
Sexes 1n Genteel Life,” and “To the Married of
Both Sexes of the Working People ” The first two
were neatly printed on a single sheet about 5 by 9
m, while the third was a four-page pamphlet ap-
proxmately 3 by 534 in  Still another draft, ad-
dressed “‘to the mature reader of both sexes,” 1s pre-
served m manuscript on both sides of a single sheet
615 by 76 in  The handwnting in this manuscript
draft 1s not that of Francis Place

The handbills read as follows —

I
TO THE MARRIED OF BOTH SEXES

In the present state of society, a great number of
persons are compelled to make an appearance, and to
hive n a stile, which consumes all their incomes, leaving
nothing, or next to nothing, as 2 provision for therr
c¢hildren To such persons a great number of children
15 a never failling source of discomfort and apprehen-
s1on, of a state of bodily, mental, and pecumary vexa-
tion and suffering, from which there 1s no escape This
state of things pervades, to a very great extent, that
respectable class of society called genteel To those
whose 1ncomes depend on some particular exertion,
which cannot be remitted, these distressing circum-
stances are from various causes, greatly increased To
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those who constitute the great mass of the community,
whose daily bread 1s alone procured by daily labour, a
large family is almost always the cause of rum, both
of parents and children, reducing the parents to cheer-
less, hopeless and irremediable poverty, depriving the
children of those physical, moral, and mental helps
which are necessary to enable them to live in comfort,
and turning them out at an early age to prey upon the
world, or to become the world’s prey

For these general reasons, cognizable by every body,
it 1s of the greatest possible importance that married
people should be mnformed of the methods used to pre-
vent such tremendous evils

If methods can be pointed out by which all the enjoy-
ments of wedded hfe may be partaken of without the
apprehension of Too LARGE & family, and all 1ts ntter
consequences, he surely who pomnts them out, must be a
benefactor of mankind Such at any rate are the mo-
tives which govern the wniter of this address

The means of prevention are simple, harmless, and
might, but for false delicacy, have been communicated
generally They have long been practised in several
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cable to both sexes namely, the consequences of having
more children than the income of the parents enables
them to maintain and educate in a desirable manner

The first-named case produces miscarriages, and
brings on a state of existence scarcely endurable It
has caused thousands of respectable women to linger on
m pain and apprehension, till at length, death has put
an end to their almost inconceivable sufferings

The second case 1s always attended with immediate
risk of hfe Pregnancy never terminates without in-
tense suffering, seldom without the death of the child,
frequently with the death of the mother, and sometimes
with the death of both mother and child

The third case 15 by far the most common, and the
most open to general observation In the middle ranks,
the most virtuous and praiseworthy efforts are perpet-
ually made to keep up the respectability of the famly,
but a contmual increase of children gradually yet cer-
tainly renders every effort to prevent degradation un-
availing, it parahzes by rendermng hopeless all exertion,
and the family sinks mto poverty and despair Thus
15 engendered and perpetuated a hideous mass of misery

parts of the Continent, and experience has proved, that
the greatest possible benefits have result the people
i those parts, beimng 1 all respects better off, better
mstructed, more cheerful, and more independent, than
those 1n other parts where the practices have not pre-
vailed to a sufficient extent :

The knowledge of what awaits them deters vast
numbers of young men from marrymng and causes them
to spend the best portion of their hves 1n a state of de-
bauchery, utterly incompatible with the honourable and
honest feelings which should be the characteristic of
young men The treachery, dupheity, and hypocrisy,
they use towards their friends and the unfortunate vie-
I tims of their seductions, while they devote a large num-
ber of females to the most dreadful of all states which
human beings can endure, extingushes in them to a very
great extent, all manly, upright notions, and qualfies
them to as great an extent, for the commission of acts
which but for these wile practices they would abhor, and
thus to an enormous extent 1s the whole commumty -
jured

Marnage 1n early hfe, 15 the only truly happy state,

TO THE MARRIED OF BOTH SEXES IN
GENTEEL LIFE

Among the many sufferings of married women, as
mothers, there are two cases which command the utmost
sympathy and commiseration

The first arises from constitutional pecuharities, or

weaknesses and if the evil consequences of tee large a famly did
hThe second from mal-conformation of the bones of not deter them, all men would marry while young, and
the Pelnis

thus would many lamentable evils be removed from so-

Besides these two cases, there 1s a third case apph- clety’

"Pescription of methods follows

Mother

HAT secret have you kept that you cannot say?

Description of methods follows

There 1s a moon outside It 1s & mght for fun

What have your eyes to tell that they brood on me From summer and from the city I shall take what I need
now? You will sit here and read

Your hand 1s peace on my brow You are happer than I shall be when I have done

What have Ilost? What have I thrown away?
I am afraid I think how the wind will put us apart

Re st I wonder, will I learn the quiet 1 your touch?

Turn into prese and falter at your smile
Hold me a while
Our hearts come close like wind-bewildered birds

Your words are all spoken, and my words
Will I love someone so much?

Will T carry pain till 1t 1s peace in my heart?

—Groree H DirroN in The World Tomorrow
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Good Reasons for Birth Control

and statsstics

To the Scientssts, Birth Control may be a matter to be dectded upon after studws of populatson
To the Mother, st 13 a matter of lsfe and death to herself and her babies, of happy home,
or muserable exsstence, of love and harmony between herself and her husband and chiddren, or dsscord,
quarrels, bsckerings, nervous srrstation, ympatience and fretfulness
wmportance as a solution for some of the problems of population, but to the mmdvmdual man and woman m
the home, its supreme value 1s that 1t provides a way out from msery snto happness

Bsrth Conirol Las vts smternatonal

A Fit Mother?

In order that you may fully understand I will go into
detall I am 33 year of age Have been married eleven
years Six years ago I had one breast removed for can-
cer, which left me 1n a very nervous condition The other
breast 15 giving trouble and the doctors are urging re-
moval I am raising the baby left by my sister at birth
three years ago, also have the invahd father of my hus-
band to care for I have never had any children but had
a miscarnage last July, due to my nervous condition. I
do not want to shuirk my duty to society but feel that iof
I do not protect myself I may leave a great burden on
society I am a farm wife with all the duties attendant
I will also state that we are poor and have all the respon-
sibihities we can care for 1n a respectable manner

But What Can I Do?
New York

T am a mother of six children ranging in years from 14
to 2 years, and have undergone two shortion operations
Am thirty years of age and live in terror of the future and
more unwanted children We are people of very moderate
means and 1t makes us hustle to make both ends meet,
so to speak Luxuries are unknown to us, only the abso-
lute necessities are all we can afford We realize that we
have commttcd the crime of having too large a family,
but what can we do when even the family doctor cannot
be made to tell you the shightest 1dea of what to do We
have tried since the birth of our third child te limt our
family by trymng out all different so-called preventive
wieans given us by wellneamng neighbors and friends,
only to find they are not always sure and always comes an-
other unwanted child Of course we learn to love them,
much as I have prayed they would be born dead, and that
makes the hurt greater We have also practised con-
tinence, either of us and both, but of course it always
ends 1 and causes all kind of quarrels and hard feehngs

and 1t even brings up the subject of prostitution. And
what woman, 1f she loves her husband would send him to
such places to get what she could give and would gladly
give 1f only she could feel sure there would be no more
unwanted children from such iatercourse?

I have brooded and worried over this state of affairs till
I have become bitter and utterly discouraged, and how
can a woman be a happy mother and a fit compamon for
her children 1 such a state of mind? My husband has
also complained of late that he feels that using the pre-
ventive devices we have been using since the birth of our
last child and practicing continence at times will drive
him mnsane He says he feels terrible at times and I know
that it must be such times that he 1s so cross and irntahle
that I can hardly bear to hve with im Both I and the
children have to suffer at such times and he joins me in
asking you for any information you can give us on the
subject I am thirty and my husband 1s thirty-seven I
became a mother when scarcely sixteen years old and my
second child came twenty-one months later and the third
fourteen months after that My fourth then came twenty-
three months after the third and then came my first abor-
tion operation two years after and four years later came
my fifth child Seventeen months again and then my last
so far Since then I have had another abortion operation
and will confess I do not hke to do that as I know I am
runnmg an awful risk and do not care to leave my brood
motherless But what can I do?

Wasted Babies

Canada

1 love children and do not think that any home 1s mght
without them But on the other hand, where a mother
gives birth to children every two years for a number
of years, until she 1s left a nervous wreck and the children
have not had the first chance of being healthy children—
then 1t 1s a God-send to know that there are advanced
civilized people in the world who understand these con-
ditions enough to edit such a paper as the “Bizta Con-
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TRoL REview ” Ordmary people today look at you mn
horror when such a thing as Birth Control 1s mentioned,
but I thank God I have at last found other people who do
not look 1n horror at such a remark but consider 1t as
an educational, essential thing for the betterment of the
coming generation both phystcally and mentally Now
may I tell you my hfe story and ask for help mn regard to
my hfe? I am just twenty-six years old, have been mar-
ried six years I weighed eighty-mne pounds when I was
married Two months after I was married I became preg-
nant and I was happy to think I was to become a mother
After three months passed I had a miscarriage which left
me 1 a nervous state for months afterwards Four
months after this miscarrnage I became pregnant agamn
Taking more care than ever I managed to give birth to a
ten pound baby boy He was a lovely baby but had no
vitahty and died twenty-one days after birth  After all
the days of worry, sickness and hopefulness I was left
childless I was under the doctor’s care for four months
after my baby died I was pregnant two months when I
had another miscarriage Then I agamn become pregnant
three months after this miscarrnage and gave birth to a
nine pound girl  She is nearly mine months old now and
just weighs nine pounds and eight ounces She has no
wvitality and will collapse at times as if she cannot fight for
lfe You have read my story of married hfe My hus-
band and T are happy together but I am only a nervous
wreck Please help me to hft the worry of continually
being pregnant I take holdays to build up and just
when I begin to get my health back I find myself that way
agam

Should Love be Denied?

New Hampshire

My husband and I have reached the point where we feel
that 1f there 1s any sane and sensible and right Birth Con-
trol information to be had, we should procure it We
were married ten years ago last June We have four
children and another came prematurely at the sixth month
Just a year after the first child was born My husband
wasmmarmy Y M C A service twenty months and dur-
g that time I had quite a serious nervous breakdown
Gradually T worked my way out of 1t and the two younger
children have come since then, just seventeen months
apart Our baby 1s now six months old Since his birth
the two older have had throat operations, the three older
measles, and the girl a serious liver complication which
meant three weeks in a hospital_ She 15 still on diet and
not back to normal health Since my baby was three
weehs old I have not been able to get good help, and with
the work and anxiety, I have gotten pulled down where I
feel much of the old nervous trouble

I feel that I must have a chance to sort of catch up
with myself and really get my household into goed runming
order and not even think of having babies at present For

297

so long a time we have just “gotten by,” as they say, and
not been able to hive as we'd really hke to do We are
hving m our third home, not to mention the make-shifts
of the war period We have trnied to solve the problem
by hving apart, but that makes more or less of stramn
There 15 something which the father’s love brings which
helps the mother to carry her cares, and vice versa The
days seem harder and lonely when we keep quite apart
My husband 1s a teacher, we are both college graduates,
but with all our krowledge we have not been able to solve
this problem satisfactonly

Three Crippled Children

Pennsylv
I am writing to you as I have no one else to advis&e,

and have heard that you have helped others I thought
perhaps you would me, too I have had seven children mn
less than ten years I fell and hurt my spine and have to
sit on a rubber-ring and am almost crazy with hemorr-
hoids besides Three of my children have been cripples
and we are poor people Don’t you think I have had my
share? Most of my friends have one and two children
When I ask them what they do, they only laugh and say
they can’t get that way

I was the only child, but my mother died and never told
me anything I should have known I have heard there
are remedies, but don’t know what they are I certainly
would appreciate any help from you, as I have seen your
name 1 the papers with some of the greatest doctors We
have only one and he 15 too greedy for money to tell you
anything, I guess

Help me 1f vou can for I certaimnly think I am deserving,
if any one 1s I believe I will lose my mind 1f I have to go
through 1t again

Letter Quoted by E. A. Ross

I would go to jail and to Hell itself if I knew I was
helping the poor whoe do not understand Birth Control
Why should it be kept from us? Why can’t we have the
right ike the wealthy people? Are we not human ?
Why all this mortificatron of the poor because we don’t
know any better T always feel I have to help my
mother, a mother that was devoted to each and every one
of us but could not afford to bring us to where she hked
to see us because she was worn out with work She could
Just about feed and dress us with the earnings of a father’s
Why not

just have two or three children and bring them up right

pay Must we nowadays live the same way?

rather than have a dozen and treat them hke lambs and
goats out 1n the pasture?
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The Motives of Birth Control Advocates

By Treoxis D Evrior

The Indictment
PPONENTS of Bunth Control seldom con-

fine themselies to facts and arguments upon
the merits of the question Thev criticize unfavor-
ably the personahties of its pictagomsts Birth
Contiol 1s called radical The Birth Control prop-
aganda attracts because 1t 1s interesting to people
to feel radical, free, or wiched, and yet virtuous
People welcome the “moral” support of a group
fo ething thev at first felt guiltv about

otestant tolerance of Birth Control 1s aseribed
to the presence of wealthy parishioners in most
Pioctestant churches, whom the Protestant clergy
hesitate to offend, and (more charitably) to the
philanthropie guise in which the wolf has clad it-
self Some people are accused of favoring Birth
Control merely because Cathoheism opposes 1t

Spreading the knowledge of Birth Control will
relieve the consciences, or sub-consciences, of those
who Iine off the poo1, or on their backs, it makes
them feel that their exploitation 1s not what 1s
making children mn the slums suffer, for the fam-
les of the poor can, or could, avoid poverty by
family hmitation “The doctrines of Malthus were
adopted most enthusiastically by the nmuddle
classes, because they were thus enabled to shift the
blame for the awful conditions of the working
classes from therr own shoulders It was a
very comforting doctrine for the exploiters and
oppressors =’ ¥

Birth Control advocates are called shallow “An
ethics of sex that neglects to dig far beneath the
surface of human life and conduct 1s foredoomed
to failure and madequacy And fully ninety-five
if not ninety-n'ne percent of the hiterature of Birth
Control evades this difficult though imperative
task 7 *

The propaganda of Birth Control is based upon
an emotional rather than a scientific basis It 1s
pushed by a handful of highly vocal agitators,
spread by immoral people, and backed by the
prosperous few Such people show a fundamental
Iack of faith in Iife, which 1s the essence of irre-
Ligion

The Answer
Ad homimem “‘arguments” are apt to take the

form of epithets or of imputed motives They are
easy to make and easy to deny, and neither the

*Ryan, John A p 176
*{Cooper, John M p 31)

assertion nor the demal may mean anything except
a combat-attitude The liberal and thoughtful
manner of turning the other cheek 1s to examine
cne’s own motives and the behavior of the group
with which one 1dentifies himself, and to approach
the attitudes of both sides as objectively as pos-
stble

Radicalism may be defined as drastic prineiple
of change, advocated without due consideration of
other modifying principles or tendencies There
are persenhs who, viewing Birth Control as a cure-
all or the only key to utopia, may justly be called
radical But if radicalism be merely the new, the
unusual, the violent, or the disreputable, Birth
Control hardly answers to the description any
longer, for it has been the usual thing among the
well-to-do and satisfied classes The element of
nevelty 1s found in publicly advocating contra-
ceptives for the proletariat so that 1t be not so
prohfic, and i shifting 1t from the category of
illegality, immorality and obscenity to that of non-
moral means of ethical behavior

Who are Radicals?

If 1t be radical to approve Birth Control, then
such bodies as the Health Section of the General
Federation of Women’s Clubs (1920), the Soeal
Service Club of Chicago, and the gynaecological
section of the A M A are radical

Some of the radical agitators for Birth Control
are doubtless 1n the movement because they enjoy
all things radical and are “agin’ the government ”
With them, 1t 1s a variety of what Galbert Murray
calls Satamism whatever the Church 1s aganst,
thev are for “Every movement has its lunatic
fringe” (though 1t seems curious to quote Roose-
velt in such a connection) But for every fanatic
there are a dozen who hold balanced and reasoned
conclusions and thousands of respectable people
who simply take the practice for granted and say
nothmng

Persons whose views on an intimate subject
have changed do not so easily root out their earlier
habitual attitudes, especially m the face of legal
and religious stigmatization 1If they therefore
welcome the sense ot herd-approval which they get
from joiming a like-minded group, who shall blame
them? And if the philanthropic guise be not a
disguise but a demonstrably valid phase of the
moivement, who shall blame 1ts advocates?

On the other hand, the charge of msmcerity
brought against minusters, doubtless true in cases,
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1s 1tself hardly a sincere argument It cannot be
proved and 1t 1s irrelevant to the main 1ssues

The pont that Birth Control as an “ism” may
serve to lull the social-economic eonscience of the
acquisitive, scores a it for the opposition It 15
one of their strongest points It applies, however,
to a cold-blooded or self-deceived group The
charge of emoticnalism 1s of an opposite sort, and
applies fairly to those who, having never studied
the economies or brology of Birth Control are
swept away solely by pathetic case histories Emo-
tionahsm, however, 1s characteristic of the early
stages of many reforms, and a reform 1s not to be
condemned merely because of the presence of emo-
tronalism unless 1t infects the whole movement and
its policres, or unless 1t goes contrary to scientific
recommendations In the absence of vahd objec-
tions on economic and eugemc and medical
grounds, human misery 1s a pretty sound basis for
advocacy, and propaganda based upon misery
need not be dubbed mere sobstuff, if the musery
itself be verified

Dublin 1s one of very few scientists who have
adduced arguments against Birth Control which
carry scientific weight As a sociologist, however,
he 15 to be respected merely as a highly competent
statistician Hoffman, though also a great nsur-
ance statistician, makes his protest in a vein of
passionate personal prejudice as emotional as that
of Father Vaughan or as any Neo-Malthusian
leader

Scientific Backers

If we considered representative such hiterature
as some of that which appeared before Father
Cooper’s pamphlet, we mught agree with him that
it 15 shallow and fallacious But papers such as
those of Dr Pusey, Dr Yarros, Prof Crawford,
and Dr Dickinson, and such as appear in Dr
Meyer’s recent symposium and Dr Blacker’s
booklet, are based upon real research, wide experi-
ence of human nature, and close thinking If this
be shallowness, make the most of 1t A tu quoque
defense 1s too easy only by defimtely undermin-
ing the actual shallowness of the opposition can
such a defense be justified as argument, or as proof
of the relative depth of the brief for the affirma-
tive  This 1s what the above essay has attempted

The writer has not overstressed the ‘“lunatic
fringe” of the opposition, neither should the op-
position, msofar as 1t is diseriminating, judge the
Birth Control movement by its nsincere, shallow,
selfish, emotional, or mmmoral advocates, unless
they can prove that these are the dominant ele-
ments 1 1ts support and policy and results We
do not think they have proved this
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An analysis of the attitudes of some (not all)

of those opposed to Birth Control reveals somi}
motives and biasses quite as trrelevant to the cen
tral 1ssues and facts as those admittedly to be
found 1n some Birth Control Lobbvists Like the
latte1, they are rationalizing what they want, and
what they want selects their arguments

Psychological Conflicts

Those who accept Birth Control want freedom
from guilt through removal of gumlt Those who
reject 1t want freedom from guilt through removal
of freedom

The proponents want freedom 1n marriage with-
out the guilt of hanging millstones around the
necks of httle ones, and also without the condem-
nation of the moralists The opposition want tech-
nical freedom from taint and care less for ethically
responsible freedom Because of the alleged and
assumed tant, they see in the Birth Control prop-
agandist a simster tempter, and they pray to be
led away In a sense, they admt tacitly a secret
mahhty to resist the sin  Not feeling strong
encugh to say “get thee behind me,” they must
escape by the infantile method of destroying what
they fear instead of mastering 1t

Having more or less successfully repressed m
themselves what they feel as sin, they still feel a
subconscious sense of conflict whenever the subject
arnises 1n current experience Whatever in the outer
world seems to release this putative sin, or L ss
others with its pleasures without its pcUEes,
while leaving the unconscious wishes of the right-
eous tantalhizingly bound by their own code, 1s re-
sponded against with all the vigor which the re-
pression (the “censor”) would show against a re-
crudescence of their own temptations Having
made a virtue of necessity, they hate to see the
necessity for their “virtue” removed

The mutiated in psychoanalysis will recognize
this as the Comstock complex It 1s a defense
mechanism, an attempt to escape a partially sup-
pressed conflict or fear by means of a death-wish
aganst the Birth Control advocates who symbolize
the ambivalently loathed-and-denied, “naughty-
but-nice” temptation, and who thus serve as a con-
ditioning stimulus to the suppressed responses
underlymg the sin-conflict It dodges the issue

Readings

1 Irwin, Mabel ‘ The True Birth Control , The Arbitrator Vol 1,
No 3, August 1918

2 Ryan Jobn A “‘Arguments for Birth Control
Chartties Reviews, Vol IX No 5, May 1925

3 Ingram, john Kells, 4 History of Political Econemy ({Amer can
Edition), Macmillan New York City 1905

4 Cooper John M Birth Comtro! The National Catholic Welfare
Counerl Washington 1923

5 Dubhn, Lows I, The Excesses of Birth Conirol, The Metropoli
tan Life Insurance Company New York City 1925
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POPULATION PROBLEMS OF THE PACIFIC, by
Stephen H Roberts, Routledge, London, $5 00

T IS widely supposed that the population of the Pacaific
Islands has greatly declined 1n recent generations by
reason of the vices of the white man Mr Stephen H
Roberts, an Australian who appears to know what he 1s
talking about, shows that this 1s not true The popula-
tion did indeed declhine in most of the 1slands for two or
three generations after their first contact with European
civibzation In the majonty, however, 1t has more re-
cently shown a tendency toward recovery, only a small
mmonity still display the steady tendency toward depop-
ulation which 15 s¢ painfully marked in Marquesas When
the white man first arrived on the scene, the Pacific Island-
ers were already far on the road to decline The 1slanders
are not now and never have been any such i1dylliic people
as magmative travelers would have us beheve They
were doubtless better five or six hundred years ago, but
since the white man has known them, they have always
been corrupt and degraded even according to their own
best standards War was the great reducer of population,
three-fourths of the deaths (aside from those of infants
apparently) bemg due directly or mdirectly to that cause
But there was also much limitation of population through
abortion and other unnatural practices A great many
children were killed at birth, the number being about two-
9 the total in Tahit1  “The maternal instinct
seellivh to be almost extinct ” In the thirties of the last
century three women, who happened to be questioned,
quite unconcernedly adm:tted to having killed nineteen n-
fants, two others had disposed of thirteen Others had
few children because of extreme licentiousness and the
utter degradation to which they were subjected, hittle girls
of seven being considered marriageable Even if the chil-
dren were not lilled, they were 1n most places not really
cared for, they stmplv had to look out for themselves In
part of New Guinea farmhes are said to have been limited
to a smgle child, although how extinetion could have been
avorded under such circumstances 1t 1s hard to tell, unless
prenuptial children made up the balance Evervwhere the
position of women was exceedingly degraded
Today a certamn degree of mmprovement 1s mamfest,
although the social conditions are extremely unsatisfac-
tory It looks as though a process of selection were tak-
g place, whereby those who are least able to adapt them-
selves to a new civihization and 1n whom the parental mn-
stinct 1s weakest are being ehmmated What relation all
this has to Birth Control it 15 extremely hard to say Mr
Roberts assumes that a dechne of population indicates a
decline 1n other respects, and that an increase 1s & favor-
able sign  His facts seem strongly to support this con-
clusion Possibly a knowledge of scientific Birth Control,

if 1t could be mtroduced among such people, would help
to weed out the more icentious elements and those mn whom
the parental mstinet 1s weak, but people of that sort ap-
pear to be just the ones who are least wiling persistently
to practice such control

Errsworrn HunTiNGTON

THE SCIENCE OF SOQCIETY, by Wilham Graham
Sumner and Albert Galloway Keller Vols I and IT
New Haven Yale University Press 1927 $4 each

HESE are the first two 1n & four volume work Read-

ers of this Remiew will find an interest 1n many sec-
tions of them Both volumes are thoughtfully written,
crammed with interesting materals and yet simple and
clear 1n outhne The viewpomnt 1s defimtely Darwiman m
basic principles The primary problems of any and every
soctety are found to be two  Self-preservation and group
self-maintenance In solving these, every socral group
must work out an adjustment to its environment In con-
sequence, the man-land ratio, or the number of persons
per unit of territory constitutes the primary key to social
organization and mstitutions

In achieving their adjustment to habitat men are moved
prmmanly by four stimul: hunger, sex-love, vamty and
ghost-fear In response to these stimuh a social group
works out customs or folkways whereby they are enabled
to preserve and perpetuate themselves Group self-man-
tenance thus gives mse to industry, property and govern-
ment, all rooted 1n hunger Closely related 1s rehigion,
rooted 1n ghost-fear Group perpetuation gives rise to
marriage and the famly, while vamty or the interest m
self-gratification affects all activities and gives rise par-
ticularly to games, etiquette, dancing, fashion and orna-
mentation

The authors thus make the economic problem funda-
mental While they do not accept any doctrinaire theory
of economic determinism, they support the contention that,
1 general, the activities connected with self-maintenance
are so essential and so readily tested by the ever-present
struggle for existence that all other activities must more
or less conform to them In other words, there 1s among
the other folkways and mores a “stramn toward conform-
1ty” with the industral folkways It thus appears that
the 1nitial importance of an mnovation in the folkways 1s
ats effect on the mam-land ratio Whatever alters this
ratio affects cultural evolution as a whole “The pro-
gressive mncrease of population 1s that change in the ele-
ments of the soctetal situation which 15 the immediate and
usual stimulus to readjustments productive of effects on
all details of the societal structure, functions, and rela-
tions” (p 67)
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With such a basis 1t would be expected that our authors
would devote considerable attention to the population
problem on 1ts quantitative side  Their discussion 1s
marked by a valuable study of the importance and role
of the standard of hving, the respective effects of over-
population and under-population and the sigmficance of
growing population or nsing standards for socal dynam-
15 The modern problems are untouched, except by mm-
plication They admit the dysgemic tendencies of present
Birth-Control practices and pomt to it as “the most
weighty criticism which could be made on existing so-
ciety” (p 76) They msist that no society has ever
risen to the level of an all-round conscious population
policy Primitive societies had various means of humting
their numbers, but these were folkways which grew up
slowly and gradually became traditional ITakewise, 1n
our own day, farmly limrtation has begun among the more
thrfty, ambitious and far-sighted and 1s spreading by
mmtation to the lower orders, but 1t 1s not a part of a
population policy approved by society at large after con-
sctous deliberations

On the whole, this division of the work 1s well done,
so far as 1t goes The most glanng omission 13 the ab-
sence of almost all reference to questions of population
quality It would seem that a comprehensive science of
society ought to mclude also some discussion of migra-
tion, and race conflict and amalgamation

The chapter on sex differences and sex labor specializa-
tion will no doubt strike many readers of this journal as
rather old-fashioned Some will label them “German-
made” and have done with them They seem to the re-
viewer, however, essentially sound 'The position taken
15 that the differences between the sexes are profound and
meradicable Woman 1s less strong physically, less alert,
enterprising and creative mentally, more passive in tem-
perament, works at a lower and more monotonous level
of energy, and 15 permanently handicapped and differen-
tiated by primary sex functions and child-bearing 'These
natural differences are shown to have worked out nto dif-
ferences 1n the sex codes and mores m well-known ways
These sexes are held to be complementary 1n the struggle
for race mamntenance, as well as perpetuation Man has
dominated woman, for the most part (hen-pecked hus-
bands are not pecuhar to our own society), partly by
virtue of his greater strength, and partly by virtue of
the fact that his role as hunter and warrior made hum the
creator and wielder of weapons The old question of the
relative abihty of the sexes in the arts 15 asked and an-
swered as would be expected Women gemuses are rare,
and usually second or third rate, not because of lack of
opportumty, but because nature mtended matters to be
that way

To all of which there 15 one ocbvious and very important
supplement, namely, that the qualities of the sexes over-
lap with respect to every trait and quahfication, except
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the prmary sex traits Even here, inter-sex types show
that the crucial differences may sometimes get badly con-
fused In the hght of modern hormone theories, the com-
plementary nature of the sexes, while not upset, 15 some-
times reversed That 1s, the differences between two men
may be greater than the differences between a man and a
woman so far as their fitness for social roles 1s concerned
The sexes complement each other, but the roles are re-
versed These cases, however, do not represent the rule
It 1s still true that women must bear children and be home
builders Many now succeed i escapmng, but this does
not alter the world plan It may be, as the authors say,
a pity that this 1s so It may be & hard and cruel fact
But blame should be placed, not on innocent male man,
but upon the evolutionary processes that produced bisex-
uality

These sections serve to give an 1dea of the viewpomt of
this work  Other sections of volume one present a detailed
study of the main features of both industral orgamzation
and regulative orgamzation The analysis 1s marked by
clanty and logic, the headings follow each other m sys-
tematic order and the discussion is illustrated by numer-
ous nstances, patiently gleaned from a wide range of
anthropological literature

Volume two 1s devoted entirely to Religion The view-
pownt and mode of handling data are vividly remimscent of
Spencer’s Principles of Sociwology, but the materals are
much more abundant than in Spencer’s “Data” The
striking contribution here 1s the primary importance given
to the luck element There 1s a large element of chance n
hfe for ignorant people this element 1s extraordinarly
large and colorful It 1s there that lurks the mystery that
finally turns the tide of events It may mamfest 1ts po-
tentiahty by various signs and symbols, through oracles
and sooth-sayers In last analysis, the luck of hfe reflects
the attitudes of the gods Hence by prayer, sacrifice and
formula we may win the gods to our hopes and ambitions
This 15 a real contribution of first-rate importance The
arrangement of sections mn this volume seems less clear
than m the first These authors, ike most others, ewni-
dently found the wealth and variety of religious practice
to be too vast and itricate to be treated in perfect clar-
ity It is probably an impossible task in the present state
of knowledge Moreover, as 1 the first volume, current
problems are touched upon only incidentally or by im-
plication

When the two volumes that are to follow these first two
are out, we shall have one of the most sohd contributions
yet made to socioclogy Less brlhant and suggestive than
Sumner’s Folkways, conservative 1n tone, and little 1m-
pressed by recent developments mn cultural anthropology
in this country, 1t 1s, nevertheless, a work of very sub-

stantizl value

P H. Haxgns
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SOCIAL ORIGINS AND SOCIAL CONTINUITIES
By Alfred Marston Tozzer, The Macmillan Company,
New York

HIS very interesting volume embodies a course of lec-

tures delivered by Professor Tozzer before the Lo-
well Institute It 1s consequently adapted to general
reading, and 1t deserves a place in every popular hbrary,
for which reason 1t seems a paty that the title 15 not more
attractive Professor Tozzer explains simply and clearly
how the conventions and 1deas that have governed and still
govern commumties of human bemngs came into existence
He traces the origins of tabus and superstitions—some-
times ansing out of the necessities of savage or barbarous
Life, often due to the ignorance of the savage mind and the
fantastic explanations supphed for incomprehensible
phenomena  If the time ever comes that mankind will
really carefully examine 1ts prepossessions and the 1deas
and opmmons that have been handed down and accepted,
there will be a liberation from a network of restrictions
and prejudices Especially will this be true of sex, mar-
rnage, and reproduction, which have always been sur-
rounded by a mist of ignorance and a host of tabus Fort-
unately of late years some small progress has been made
towards the substitution of reason for superstition n
these great and allied fields The publication of this
volume 15 another step on the way out of the darkness of
the savage into the hght of true civihzation

UPTON SINCLAIR A Study in Social Protest, by
Floyd Dell New York, George H Doran Co
1927 194 pp Price $1 50

IN this penetrating study of one of the leading figures in
the hterary and intellectual hfe of our time, Floyd Dell
has thrown an illummnating shaft of light upon the com-
plex and often emgmatical personality of his subject The
man, the hitterateur, the propagandist — each of these
phasses of the many-sided and controversial Sinclair
emerges from & perplexing background as an understand-
able entity And the interpretation 1s no shght perfor-
mance, for no contemporary of international prominence
has proven such a paradox, to the pubhic as Upton Sin-
clair Here, in effect, are combined the impractical vision-
ary and the effective reahst, the esthetic poet and the in-
corrigible muck-raker, the imhibited Puritan and the ex-
ponent of a more abundant hfe, the patron of fads and
fallacies and the skeptic In fact, every one of Sinclair’s
outstanding traits seems to possess an ambivalent or equal-
ly formdable opposite, excepting only his rather curtailed
gense of humor And I am not sure but that even this
characteristic has not been counterbalanced by a mellowed
humor 1n his recent sweeping novel of the American scene,
((O]'l”

Probably no more pertinent illustration can be given of
this propensity of Sinclair’s than to cite the fact that he
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18 by temperament an ascetic, but at the same time no
other publicist has more emphatically advocated the prin-
ciples of sex enhghtenment m general and rational Birth
Control 1n particular

In these days of intimate biographies and discermng
psychographs, I know of no more lueid exposition of char-
acter, and keen analysis of :ts development and unfold-
ment, than this achievement of a difficult subject by Floyd
Dell

Wirriam J Frerpine

A Champion of Birth Control

IRTH CONTROL 1s fast becoming a vital social

problem Those interested m the world’s problems
of today, or taking part mn any of the humamtanan and
scientific endeavors to solve our social difficulties must
acquamnt themselves with the many arguments for and
against a wider dissemnation of contraceptive knowledge
Particularly so the physician, for contraception 1s funda-
mentally a medical problem, and 1t 1s the phystcian, as
Dr Dickmnson has said, who should be “in control of
Birth Control »

The older writings of Malthus and the more recent
studies of Pearl, East, Cox, and others have emphasized
the 1mminent danger of a world overpopulation, and the
urgent need for a general birth restriction The eugemsts,
hke Havelock Elhs, Lattle, Wiggam and others have
stressed the perl to civihized races from the uncontrolled
propagation of the racially unfit, and have urged a more
generahized dissermnation of Birth Control hnowledge to
offset the possibility of racial deterioration

A number of leading physicians, on the other hand,
among them several former presidents of the American
Medical Association, have openly favored the extension
of contraceptive knowledge primanly from the viewpoint
of public health They have claimed that dependable
Birth Control knowledge 15 an important factor in con-
serving and mmproving the health of parents and offspring
In very many Instances, and that the dissemimation of this
knowledge would prove a forward stride mn the direction of
preventive medicine

These various angles of Birth Control have been pre-
sented authortatively and convineingly by Dr §
Adolphus Knopf 1n the third, revised edition of his book-
let on the subject Dr Knopf’s interest in Birth Control
was aroused over twenty years ago as a result of his ob-
servations on tuberculous famlies He 1s nghtfully and
deservedly considered one of the pioneers of the Birth
Control movement, and remains today one of its leading
medical exponents His essay 1s a very valuable contribu-
tion to Birth Control hiterature, and will no doubt stimu-
late a great deal of thought and discussion on the subject

In the sixty-six pages of his booklet, Dr Knopf has
accumulated a surprising wealth of facts, figures, argu-
ment and opinion 1n support of his contention that
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thoughtless procreation 1s distinctly dangerous to indi-
vidual and pubhc health and publhic welfare He foreibly
pomnts out the need and indications from the social, racial
and mdividual viewpomnt for regulating the hirth rate,
snd, m addition, effectively refutes many of the objec-
tions ordinanly raised by the oppenents of the movement
Besides a complete statement of his own views and opin-
10ns, Dr Knopf has gathered n his pamphlet a number of
suceinct and pertinent quotations regarding Birth Con-
trol from many leaders of thought 1n medicine, sociology,
economics, religion, and so on These quotations come
either from published articles or from personal letters
to the author It 1s highly sigmficant of the trend of
modern opinion to find such an array of cutstanding men
and women 1n various fields of human endeavor and learn-
mg favoring the dissemination of contraceptive knowl-
edge

In several passages Dr Knopf emphasizes the mm-
portance of Birth Control as a medical problem “Wise
laws concerning Birth Control,” he says, “should be help-
ful to the physician 1n s high calhing to keep the mind
and body of his patients m the best possible condition,”
and he advocates the abrogation of “all federal and state
laws forbidding Birth Control information,” and the
establishment 1n all larger communities of “Birth Control
chimcs, under strictly ethical medical supervision, and
under state and mumeipal auspices” This program, if
enacted, would surely be a most important step towards
bnnging contraceptive knowledge to that class of the com-
mumty which 18 most in need of 1it, and towards putting
the entire problem on an ethical, scientific and far-visioned
basis

Dr Knopf’s name 1s already ndehbly written m the
annals of his specialty—tuberculosis His contributions
to the subject have been an incalculable aid in the fight of
mankind against this disease Now his efforts on behalf
of Birth Control should prove another valuable factor in
promoting human welfare When the history of the move
ment comes to be recorded, Dr Xnopf's name will be found
among those who have done most to lend the subject the
benefit of therr knowledge and their wisdom, and the dig-
nity of their authonty

—From the Mediwcal Journal and Record (N Y )

The Medical Social Economuc Moral and Religwous Aspects of
Biwrth Control By S Apovrnus Kxoer, M D, formerly Professor of
Phthisiotherapy, N Y Post Graduate Med School and Hospital, ete
Third Edition, Revised New York American Birth Control League,

1926 Page 66

“Aw-w, Constance! I secen your reading the “Lades’
Home Journal’ last mght ™

“That wasn't no ‘Ladics Home Journal’ That was the
‘Birte ConrroL Review > "—Judge
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Penodical Notes

Journal of Heredity (October) A study of the twenty-
fifth anmversary records of Harvard graduates by Dr
Frederick Adams Woods, formerly of Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, shows that the graduates listed
“Who’s Who” are scldom childless but tend to have
larger farmhes than those who have made no mark on the
world “Combimng the records” says Dr Woods, “I feel
practically sure that those who have the most children
are the ones on the average who achieve the most success
Dr Woods study 1s an important contribution to the dis-
cussion of differential fertiity

Plain Talk (October} the first number of this new mag-
azine, which announces itself as dedicated to “Tolerance
and te locking horns with Intolerance” contains an article
by Will Durant, “If I Were Mayor” which has a bearing
on Birth Control In the city of which Dr Durant was
mayor a biological committee would be the most important
of his advisors and they would make of motherhood and
paterntiy not a burden on the family and the commumity,
but “a rare honor and distinction

The Yale Remiew (October) The Amerscan Mercury
(August) and The Churchman (Scptember 3rd) have pub-
hshed as articles cross-sections of the material in Hunt-
mgton and Whitney’s “Builders of America” Asia (Oct-
ober) pubbshes an article by Dr Huntington on density
of population 1n hot chimates

The Psctoral Remew (September) publishes an article
on “The Fun of Bemg a Mother” written by Kathleen
Norris It 1s an exhortation to the rch and prosperous
to have more children, which they can—the rich and pros-
perous of whom she writes—we will agree, well afford
Qur quarrel with Mrs Norris 1s based on the fact that she
makes her exhortation the occasion of a general attack on
Birth Control, which to her means that children are
“pushed aside for clothes and beauty parlors and golf
clubs and travel and jewels” It seems impossible that
Mrs Norrs 1s 1ignorant that the real class for whom the
Birth Control movement 1s organmzed knows nothing of
those luxuries she enumerates and does not ask to know
them All the mothers of this class ask 1s not to have more
children than they can feed and house and clothe and
offer some happiness and a start in ife An article writ-
ten with such total disregard of the real meaming and ob-
Ject of the Birth Control movement 1s fundamentally
sophistical and msincere

* * * * * *

Jacob Rus has described & block 1n New York City,
200 x 300 feet, in which 15 a warren of 2,244 human be-
mngs, and W ancther block are 4,000 human creaturcs

—Prince Horxies
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News Notes

UNITED STATES

TRTH CONTROL has been discussed on the
platform of another great American medical
body At a meeting of the American College of
Surgeons held at Detroit, October 7th, Dr Hugh
Cabot, dean of the Medical College of the Um-
versity of Michigan, 1s reported to have stated that
economic conditions make Birth Control inevitable
“Sudden changes m economic conditions bringing
about difficulties in wage earming are bound to re-
sult n the practice of Birth Control,” he said
“Private opmion on the morality of the practice
cannot attempt to combat the force of economic
conditions ”’

New York

HIS is the fourth year of the Women’s Ac-

tivities Exhibit KEach year the American
Birth Control League has had a booth and each
year we have had 2 larger crowd of interested per-
sons who asked questions, took lterature or
stopped to read the placards telling of maternal
and infant mortality, the reckless propagation of
the unfit, the support given the Birth Control
Movement by emment persons, and above all, the
address of the Clmical Research Department
Though the audience was not representative of
the whole nation, as at the Sesquicentenmal, 1t did
represent the most cosmopolitan city in America,
and Germans, French and Japanese were among
those who asked for mformation about the move-
ment durmg the six days (October 3-8) the ex-
hibit was beld at the Hotel Astor Never before
was the demand for cards to the Chnical Research
Department so great

The Birth Control booth was in the charge of
Mrs J Bishop Vandever, who showed her devo-
tion to the cause not merely by giving her name
but by bemng on the spot both day and evemng
during the whole week Those who assisted her
were Mrs F Robertson Jones, Chairman of the
Executrve Commuttee of the League, Mrs Fran-
ces B Ackermann, Mrs Richard Billings, Mrs
Dexter Blagden, members of the Board of Direc-
tors, Miss Henrette Hart, organizer for New
Jersey and three members of the board of the New
Jersey Committee Dr James F Cooper and
Miss Mary Pokrass represented the Chmcal Re-
search Department, Mrs Robert Huse and sev-
eral members of the staff represented headquar-
ters As in former years many stories of suffering

and poverty were poured out to those who served
m the booth, but of them all none was more mov-
ing than the simple statement of one of the male
attendants at the Exhibit Laterature and a Chm-
cal Research Department card for his wife was
offered him, but he explained in unclear speech
that he was not married He had a cleft palate
and other handicaps and he said sumply, pointing
to the card, “This should have been known to my
mother before I was born ”

Pennsylvan:a

HE secretary of the Pennsylvama Birth Con-

trol Federation, Mrs George A Dunning
sends the following report of six months progress
Following the legislative campaign last Apnl,
though our Bill did not pass, the interest in the
Birth Control movement n Pennsylvamia became
so widespread that it was necessary to open a
State Headquarters We were fortunate in secur-
ing a desirable office at 1700 Walnut Street, which
was officially opened May 1st, 1927 Mrs A C
Martin, who was legislative secretary, 1s acting as
Executive Director, Mrs Edith Ellicott Powers
as Field Secretary, and Mrs Dorothy R Jaffe
as Office Secretary

Professor Roswell H Johnson, of the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, and former President of the
American Fugemics Society, has succeeded Dr
Mudd as President of our Federation Realzmng
the need of state-wide orgamazation, 1t was decided
to center our efforts on buillding up committees
as many counties as possible and to avail ourselves
of every opportumty to give talks on Birth Con-
trol Meetings have been held and addresses made
at Philadelpha, Doylestown, Elkins Park, Lans-
downe, West Chester, Wilkes-Barre, Wilhams-
port, Bellefonte, Muncy, State College, Towanda,
Jersey Shore, Sewickley and Pittsburgh Con-
stant demands are coming from women’s clubs,
busmess associations, etc, for speakers and litera-
ture

Mrs Norton Downs has accepted the chairman-
ship of the Finance Commuittee and mncludes among
her workers some very promnent women in Phla-
delphma, Reading, Wilhamsport, Wilkes-Barre,
and Pittsburgh A mummum budget of $15,000
per year has been decided upon and the Fmance
Commuttee has systematically outlned the pro-
portionate shares for the various counties

A complete file of correspondence received and
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sent, reports, and record of daily activities 1n
headquarters 15 systematically kept A card file,
county by county, has been made of members and
contributors, and a cross file, both alphabetically
and by counties, has been made of between 600
and 700 physicians throughout the state who have
expressed a desire to co-operate mn this movement
We gratefully acknowledge the help we have got-
ten through the offices of the American Birth Con-
trol League and the Committee on Maternal
Health in compiling these hsts A letter 1s being
sent to all these physicians from Dr Nornis W
Vaux, of Philadelphia, asking them to assist m
securing the endorsement of the County Medical
Societies for the Birth Control Bill to be presented
at the next legislature

Several of the County Fairs have had Birth
Control Booths, where hterature was passed and
posters displayed There was an unusually good
attendance and mterest shown at the Reading
Fair, where many new members were secured

At one of these fairs, the Birth Control Booth
held a Better Babies Contest

The Federation 1s offermg a prize of $100 00
each to a graduate and an under-graduate of a
college n Pennsylvania who will submit the best
essay on “What Pennsylvama Pays for the Super-
fluous and the Unfit ” The judges for this contest
are Dr Franas D Tyson, of the Umversity of
Pittsburgh, Dr Isaac M Rubinow, Director of
Jewish Charities m Philadelpha, Dr Susan B
Kingsbury, of Bryn Mawr College

On November 16th, the Federation will give a
dinner at the Bellevue Stratford Dr Mudd, now
on the Board of Directors of the American Birth
Control League, has been forced by pressure of
work to resign as President of the Pennsylvania
Federation, and Dr Roswell Johnson has been
elected to succeed him There have been many
additions of outstanding physicians and laymen
to the Board and Council during the Summer
The present Board 1s made up of

Roswell H Johnson, M §, University of Pitts-
burgh, president, A Lovett Dewees, MD, G
Vietor Janvier, M D, Floyd E Keene, MD,
Lawrence Litchfield, M D, Stuart Mudd, M D,
Joseph Stokes, Jr, M D, Norrnis W Vaux, M D,
vice-presidents, Mrs George A Dunning, secre-
tary, George A Sloan, M D, treasurer, Mrs
Norton Downs, chairman of Finance Committee,
Mrs A C Martn, executive director, Mrs FEdith
Elhcott Powers, field secretary, Mrs Dorothy R
Jaffe, office secretary
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The Council of the Federation includes

Mark W Acheson, Pittsburgh, Mrs E Page
Allmson, West Chester, Mrs Calvin Armstrong,
Lock Haven, Brooke M Anspach, M D, Phila ,
Kate W Baldwin, MD, Phila, H C Bazett,
MD, FRCS, Phila, Mrs Horace Forbes
Baker, Pittsburgh, Mrs Robert Mills Beach,
Bellefonte, Mrs W P Beeber, Willamsport,
Ludwig D Bernstein, Ph D, Pittsburgh, Mrs
Edward W Biddle, Carlisle, W W Blair, M D,
Pittsburgh, Franklin N Brewer, Phila , Mr and
Mrs Stanley Bright, Reading, Lida Stewart Co-
gill, MD, Phla, Neva R Deardorff, PhD,
Bryn Mawr, Karl de Schwemitz, Phila , George
L de Schweimtz, M D, Bethiehem, Miss Florence
Dibert, Johnstown, Rablh W H Fineshriber,
Phila, Mrs E B TForbes, State College, Rev
Roger S Forbes, D D, Phila , Malcolm Z Gear-
hart, M D, Reading, Mrs John White Geary,
Chestnut Hiall, Rabbi Jos H Goldenson, Pitts-
burgh, Rev Frederick R Gnffin, DD, Phia,
Anme Bartram Hall, M D, Phila , Hornell Hart,
PhD, Bryn Mawr, Mrs A F Hardt, Wilhams-
port, Stevens Heckscher, Phila , Mr and Mrs
Clarence G Hoag, Haverford, Barton Cooke
Hirst, MD, Phila, Mrs Julian Kennedy, Jr,
Sewickley, Mrs Horatio Gates I.loyd, Haver-
ford, Mrs L. F Lambert, Coatesville, Mrs Alex-
ander Laughln, Sewickley, John E Livingood,
M D, Reading, Baldun H Lucke, M D, Phila ,
Rev J Archibald MacCallum, D D, Phila , Hi-
ester H Muhlenberg, M D, Reading, J Prentice
Murphy, Wayne, Mr and Mrs Arthur E New-
bold, Jr, Chestnut Hill, Mr and Mrs Allen S
Olmsted, 2d, Rose valley, Henry K Pancoast,
MD, Phla, Anna M W Pennypacker, Phila ,
Mrs James G Pontefract, Sewickley, Dr George
Earle Raiguel, Phila , Mrs Clarence Renshaw,
Pittsburgh, Florence H Richards, M D, Phila ,
Homer J Rhode, M D, Reading, Dr and Mrs
Louws N Robinson, Swarthmore, Isaac M Rubi-
now, M D, PhD, Phila , Mr and Mrs J Henry
Scattergood, Villa Nova, Mrs Jay Schamberg,
Phila , Frances R Sprague, M D, Phila , Alfred
Stengel, MD, LLD, Phila, Mrs Juhus L
Stern, Wilkes-Barre, Mrs Willam Thaw, Jr,
Pittsburgh, Mr and Mrs Arthur H Thomas,
Haverford, Mrs Marmaduke Tilden, Jr, Jenkin-
town, Mrs Franas T Torrance, Pittsburgh,
Mrs Helen Glenn Tyson, Pittsburgh, Dawvid
Wallerstein, Phila , S Burns Weston, Phila , H
C Westervelt, M D, Pittsburgh, Mrs Harry
Whitney, Kennett Square, Mrs J Pryor Wil-
hamson, Wilkes-Barre, Miss Mary Winsor, Hav-
erford, Mrs Pope Yeatman, Chestnut Hill, Dr
and Mrs Edwmn Zugsmth, Pittsburgh
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New Jersey

N September 5th, Miss Henriette Hart, Sec-

retary of the New Jersey League, spoke
before a select group of women at the residence
of Mrs ¥ G Lloyd in Bernardsville Mrs Otto
Wittpenn, ntroducing the speaker, very ably
pomnted out the close nterrelation of economic,
physical and mental depression 1n large and over-
burdened famhes and urged the women to endorse
the work which the League 1s undertaking towards
the effective alleviation of tlus serious and ever
growing problem During the past month, Miss
Hart has made valuable contacts with the leading
social service agencies in Newark and Jersey City
Animated group conferences of social workers are
taking place and close co-operation 1s assured
Opportunity has been given to study some of the
neediest cases which have come to the attention of
the welfare societies Patients have been referred
to the New York Climic On Tuesday, September
4th and Friday, September 7th, the New Jersey
Birth Control League officially acted as Hostess
at the Birth Control Booth at the Woman’s In-
dustries and Art Exhibit at the Hotel Astor
Among the hostesses were women of promnence
such as Mrs Percy H Ingalls and Mrs A C
Sherman of Orange, and Mrs Edward Elhs of
Maplewood Mrs Zachamah Belcher of Newark
1s president of the New Jersey League and Mrs
Dwight Kirkby is treasurer

Kansas

HE following mteresting note 1s from the
New York World of October 2nd
“Large families are so scarce in Kansas that
the Kansas Free Fair at Topeka has deaded to
dispense with the award of a trophy to parents
having five children or more, which has been given
for several years
“In announcing the winners of prizes mn the
‘fitter famuilies’ contest today, fair authorities ex-
plained that awards will go only to the two groups
for smaller families—one group consisting of par-
ents and one child, and another of parents and two
to four children ”

Wisconsin

OT only throughout the nation, in the maga-

zines and his book, “Standing Room Only,”
but locally Dr Kdward Alsworth Ross lets no
opportunity pass to keep the subject of Birth
Control before the pubhe mind The Madison
Journal reports him as stating at a recent luncheon
meeting of the American Business Club that
“Birth Control 1s mnevitable and will be accepted
umversally despite opposition by churches and other
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mfluciees 7 As to possible misuse he smd  “In its
larger aspects 1ts benefits will far outweigh 1its evils,
like other things Iike universal education and the
equality of woman ”

ENGLAND

HY. Women’s section of the British Labor
Party has been defeated in its efforts to se-
cure Party recogmtion for Birth Control The
question was debated with vigor and bitterness at
the Annual Conference which was held at Black-
pool, Lancashire, early in October IL.ast year it
was turned down by the Executive, but the women
secured 1ts recommitment This year the Executive
simply reaffirmed 1its former decision that Birth
Control should not be made a party 1ssue
The women again made a spirited fight The
question was already political, they asserted, be-
cause the Mimster of Health had refused to permit
Birth Control information to be given at the Health
Centers, even 1n cases where 1t was plainly needed
and where the women demanded 1t
The refusal of the Party to favor the women’s
demand was due to the fact that a large part of 1ts
membership 1s Roman Cathohc and in the name of
rehgion and morahty these Labor Catholics de-
manded that the women be debarred from scientific
mformation One of the speakers Mr Jack Jones,
M P agamst Birth Control indulged m the kind of
obscene witticism at the expense of motherhood that
used formerly to be quite common His remarks
raised such a storm 1n the Conference that proceed-
ings were suspended until he had withdrawn the
offensive remarks
After an earnest plea by Arthur Henderson not
to force this 1ssue into the party policy for fear of
causing a fatal breach in the ranks, the Conference
voted to turn down Birth Control bv 2,885,000
votes to 275,000
The matter will not rest there, for the following
day it was announced by Mr Ernest Thurtle, M P,
a promment Labor man, that he intended, during
the next session of Parhament, to reintroduce hs
bill to authorize the giving of Birth Control mfor-
mation at Health Centers He hopes thereby to
get a vote on the subject—for the first tume—in the
House of Commons
From a letter received from Dr Charles V
Drysdale President of the Malthusian League we
'earn that the League has decided to carry on its
work, until success shall have attended the move-
ment to secure freedom for the giving of Birth
Control information at the Health Centers The
position at the present time 1s that the Minster of
Health 1n the Baldwin Cabinet has refused to per-
mit the giving of such information, but bas ex-
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pressed his willingness to have patients referred to
other sources The House of Lords m April, 1926,
voted n favor of the removal of the ban The
House of Commons has not voted on the question,
and the Health Ministry has paid no attention to
the vote of the Lords Dr Drysdale’s letter sug-
gests that he 1s hopmg that the ban may speedily be
removed—before Christmas possibly  “Person-
ally”, he adds, “I do not much mind either way,
{ whether the League 1s continued or not) as I am
so sure of the victory of Birth Control that I want
to devote all the time I can spare to writing on the
scienice and philosophy of the subject, instead of in
organzation ” He adds that Mrs Sanger had ex-
pressed the feeling that the League was still
needed—*‘an additional reason for carrying on”

ITALY

EITHER the severe penalties against Birth
Control in the new code, personally dictated
by Mussolim, nor the Dictator’s own example 1n
becoming recently a father for the fourth time can
be considered successful for the reahization of Mus-
solini’s desire, publicly stated last June, that Italy
should soon be able to put five million fully armed
and tramed soldiers in the field Last month the
Central Office of Statistics at Rome reported that
in the first five months of 1927 there were only 500,-
000 births as agammst 585,000 in 1924—a drop of
7,000 births a month The figures showed more-
over that the decrease was progressive, each month
showing a larger decline than the preceding month
Is 1t possible that the mothers of Italy will dechne
to raise its population 1n the next twenty years from
forty to sixty millions, as Mussolin has bidden them
to do, and will refuse to bear soldiers who will kill
and be killed for the glory of Fascism?

JAPAN

FFICIAL figures for the first three months
of 1927 give births, 708,936, deaths, 325,248
This shows a net increase of population for this pe-
riod of 383,688—a rate nearly fifty per cent above
that of the preceding year If the same rate of n-
crease continues throughout the year Japan will add
1,500,000 to her people in 1927 as compared with
an addition of 943,671 1n 1926
The net increase of last year, and the astonmishing
figures for the first quarter of this year have started
a discussion of Birth Control-as one means of hold-
ing the population down to the food production
point, and 1t 1s interesting to note that while three
years ago any pubhe advocacy of Birth Control was
decided to be illegal, now many high officials are dis-
cussing and advocating 1t, including Ichiro Hato-
yama, chief secretary of the Cabinet
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Birth Control Study Column

Belwving that there 1s mo better way to advertsse our
Book Department than to tell our readers how they can
get the most out of our books, we shall from tvme to tyme
publish Selected Book Lists on ome or another aspect of
Burth Control This month we present

A Reading List on Population

Problems of Overpopulation—$200 This 15 Vol
IT of the Proceedings of the Sixth International Neo-
Malthusian and Birth Control Conference It 1s a com-
Plete and satisfactory introduction to the whole case for
population control

Mankmnd at the Crossroads, by Edward M East—
$4 00 Professor East 15 an expert on the food supply
He has made a scientific contribution which, should add
50,000,000 bushels to the annual output of one of our
staple crops As an expert he knows the possibilities of
expansion and the hmits of the food supply and he here
show how the race 1s on the way to prove the truth of the
Malthustan Law

The Problem of Poulation, by Harold Cox
250 Wntten i a style so attractive and lucid as to
tempt even the unwilling reader, this book covers the wide
field of human life—economics, international relations,
race improvement and morahty

Population, by A M Carr-Saunders —$1 00 An
abndgement of the author’s great book on the population
problem

Population Problems in the United States and
Canada—$4 00 Edited by Lows I Dubhn 'The
papers presented at the combined meeting 1n 1924 of five
of the leading American sociological, economie, statistical
and agncultural societies The writers are unammous m
their support of the Malthusian Doctrime The mtroduc-
tion by Dr Dublin alone 1s opposed and this introduction
15 especially nteresting as the classic presentation of the
whole case against the restriction of population growth

The Biology of Population Growth, by Raymond
Pearl—$3 50 In the books so far listed, the biologist’s
pomnt of view was lacking Thus 1s supplied by Dr Pearl’s
book, wheih 1s, 1n part, the record of his research in the
laboratory Though in parts highly techmcal, Dr Pearl’s
book nevertheless gives a vivid picture, even to the general
reader, of the way m which unrestramed population 1n-
crease mevitably overhauls the food supply

Standing Room Only, by Edward Alsworth Ross,
Century Company (To appear Oct 1) No student
could do better than to start his study with Dr Ross’
book It discusses the bearings of the population prob-
lem on modern health and social movements and shows
that as long as this problem 1s disregarded all other efforts
to mmprove the condition of human beings will be exther
nullified or rendered absolutely harmful
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Buirth Control Revew

Correspondence

Here are letters from two of our good friends, which appeared wn the October number of The Forum It widl be noted
that Dr Mudd and Prof Bessell sn thewr critsceem of Dr Sutherland’s attack on Bsrth Control follow
lines symslar to those sndicated n our September sssue

G B S on Buth Control
Dr Bussell quotes from Bernard Shaw

Edstor of The Forum

Those last-ditch defenders of morahty and civihization
who are so gallantly resisting the rising tide of Birth Con-
trol, sometimes pick strange alhles Fancy one of these
embattled heroes, whose thinking 1s based on the teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church, quoting Bernard Shaw
as an authority to be respected! It would be iteresting
to know 1n just what connection Shaw made the statement
quoted by Dr Sutherland as an indictment of Birth Con-
trol TIsolated sentences can often be made to do strange
tricks Shaw, as a matter of fact, has clearly stated that
he 15 1n sympathy with the Birth Control movement On
the occasion of the Sixth International Birth Control
Conference mm New York, in 1925, he sent a message of
approval and good will, from which I quote the following

“Birth Control should be advocated for its own sake,
on the general ground that the difference between volun-
tary, rational controlled activity and any sort of involun-
tary, irrational, uncontrolled activity 1s the difference be-
tween an ameba and a man, and if we really beheve that
the more ghly evolved creature 1s the better we may
as well act accordmmgly »

In view of these words, Dr Sutherland’s attempt to pic-
ture the eminent Irshman as a hater of Neomalthusiamsm
15 & bit odd But then, one rather expects oddities from
the opponents of Birth Control

Marcorm H Bissern

Bryn Mawr, Pa

More Fallacies

Dr Mudd powmts out “the fallacies of “The Fallacies of
Bsrth Control’ ® by Dr Halhday Sutherland wn the June
sssue of The Forum

Editor of The Forum

The reading of Dr Sutherland’s article was begun with
some trepidation Had some serious objection to the
effort to secure better distribution of Birth Control in-
formation been overloooked? Reading was continued with
genuine relief,—if opposition 1s driven to such faulty loge
as this, the case for Birth Control 15 indeed strong

Dr Sutherland devotes much of his article to deploring
excessively small famihes 'With this most of the advo-
cates of Birth Control are in hearty agreement But in
America at least, the struggle 1s rather against restric-
tive legislation that does not and never will restrict the

well-to-do and influential, but only the muserable and un-
enterprising, 1t 18 agaimnst the outlawing of Birth Control
information which suppresses only proper and scient:fic
apphcation of the newer knowledge of contraception, per-
mitting the spread of faulty information through under-
ground channels

Dr Sutherland would have us beheve that contraception
causes vague physiclogical deficiencies, stemhity, neu-
rasthema, and fibroid tumors of women. Fortunately such
a statement 1s sufficiently ludicrous to carry its own refu-
tation Were 1t not, the many eminent physicians who
are avowedly chapions of Birth Contrel, the thousands of
doctors who use 1t 1n thewr practice as needed, and the
satisfied patients so helped 1n clinics and private practice
are abundant disproof No one will deny the damage done
by ignorant and pitiful attempts at contraception But
1t 18 precisely these misinformed attempts and the even
more disastrous practice of abortion that must be done
away with by the estabhshment of climes where modern
scientific methods of contraception may be given those
who need 1t under medical supervision

Dr Sutherland seems to feel that over-population does
not exist 1 any country in the world Has Dr Suther-
land never heard of China or of India? Or does he regard
recurring plagues and famine as the “natural” and “eth-
cal” means of reducing population?

Dr Sutherland does not feel that Birth Control will
benefit the race What does he magine will be the out-
come of our present system of forcing by law the unfit
to multiply excessively and disproportionately whether
they will or no?

Despite the imprecations and laments of dogmatists and
reactionares, we do not hve on a flat earth or i a geo-
centric umverse, heretics are no longer burned at the
stake The history of mankind has been a struugle up-
wards and not a plunge downwards from primal perfec-
tion 1n Eden

StvarT Mupp, M D
New York

We are rapidly coming to the end of our present civiliza-
tion  Our resources are gomng and the earth will soon be
flooded with population That means destructon One
great scientist says —

“The saturation of the earth by humamty will be wit-
nessed by the grandchildren of human bengs now alive
—FLoyp Parsox as quoted in the N ¥ Evening Graphc,
July 2
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Books Received

Tur Larp oF Siveive Warters, by A M Stephen J
M Dent & Sons, Ltd Canada $1 50

BEeaTrICE, by Arthur Schmitzler Simon end Schuster
New York $1 50

Tue Lonpon CHiLp, by Evelyn Sharp The Bodley
Head London 7/6

Love anp Courtsmir, by Catherine Booth-Clibborn
George H Doran Company New York $1 00

I Prorounce THEM, by G A Studdert Kennedy
George H Doran Company New York $2 00

Tue Revicion of o Darwinist, by Sir Arthur Keith
Watts & Company London 2 sh

Max v TaE LieaT oF EvoruTion, by J Arthur Thom-
son The Lindsey Press London 1/6

Mornine THUNDER, by Nalbro Bartley George H
Doran Company New York

Tnue GosreL oF Evorution, by J Arthur Thomson
G P Putnam’s Sons London

PitrarLLs or Magriace, by Walter M Gallichan The
George H Wales Company London 3/6

Tue Drrrrine HoMe, by Ernest R Groves Houghton
Miffin Company New York

Tue Faminy as A Sociar anp EpuvcatioNarn Institu-
TION, by Goodsell Macmllan New York

Tue Docror Looks At Love anp Lire, by Joseph Col-
lins George H Doran Company New York $3 00

Wir, Wispom aAND Eroquexce, by Anglo-Saxons Fore-
most Wits R L Gray, Staunton, Va  Orators and
Logicians

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP MANAGEMENT CIRCULATION ETC
REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24 1912

Of The Birth Control Review published monthly at New York N Y for
October 1 1927 State of New York Country of New York

Before me, a notary public 1a and for the State and county aforesaid personally
appeared Mrs Mary Sumner Boyd who having been duly sworn according to Jaw
deposes and saya she 1s the Managing Editor of the Birth Control Review and that
the following 15 to the best of her knowledge and belief a true statement of the
ownership management (and :f a daily paper the crrculation) etc  of the aforesaid
publication for the date shown in the above caption required by the Act of August
24 1902 embodied in secuion 411 Postal Laws and Regulations printed on the
reversed of this form to wit

That the names and add of the pubhsh editor editor snd
business managers are

Pubhisher—Amernican Birth Control League, Inc 104 Fifth Ave N Y Cicy

Editor—Margarer Sanger 104 Fifth Ave N Y City

Manaping Editor—Mary Stmner Boyd 104 Fifth Avenue New York Ciuty

Busine s Managers—None

2 That the owner 18 (If the publication s owned by an mdividual his name and
address or if owned by more than one individual the name and address of each should
be given below if the publication 1s owned by a corporation the name of the cor
poration and the names and addresses of the stockholders owning or holding one per cent
or more of the total amount of stock should be given )

Amenican Birth Conrrol League Inc 104 Fifth Ave New York Cuy

Non stock corporation

Margparet Sanger President 104 Fifth Ave New York Cruy

Frances B Ackermann  Treasurer Bronzwile N Y

3 That the known bondholders mortgagees and other securnity holders owning
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4 That the two paragraphs next above giving the names of the ownern stock
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security holders ar thev appear upon the books of the company but aleo 1n cases
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THZT WORLD POPULATION CONFERENCE
(Continued from page 291)

guests down the lake on Thursday evening, and
took them ashore to visit Madame de Stael’s Cha-
teau and there himself gave from the steps of the
Chateau a description of her life and household at
Coppet Dinner was served on board on the re-
turn journey And on the following day M Fatio
did the Conference a further kindness by giving
members the benefit of his historical knowledge,
m several visits to places of mnterest in the aty

A Tribute to Margaret Sanger

The Hospitahty Commttee also arranged a
series of Progressive Lunches at the Restaurant
Besson, and a daily tea at the Salle Centrale,
which gave opportumties for fresh introductions
or a continuance of discussion

The dinner at the Hotel des Bergues was a
closing ceremony of both digmty and splendor,
shot with moments of humor and feeling

M Rappard, M Holsti, Sir Bernard Mallet
and others gave the occasion its oratorcal digmty,
the caricatunist, who had designed the menu card,
and Mr Reiland, its humor, and Margaret Sanger
was the cause of an outburst of spontaneous en-
thusiasm It was well-known to many that the
Conference owed to her its origin and driving
force, and with the events of the three days behind
them to prove—to those who needed proof-—that
1t had been both her intent and her achievement
to orgamze a scientific conference, even those who
had felt shy of association with such a pioneer
spinit were delighted to acknowledge her work,
and new friends and old together gave expression
to theirr feehng mn nsing, cheermg and singing to
her “For she’s a jolly good fellow.”

For, of course, not a few of the members of the
Conference were mspired by a consciousness of
the gravity of the world population problems and
many were already enthused by the conviction that
with the controling and exalting of parenthood
alone will be found man’s next advance in shaping
this world to s 1deal

It was not to be desired that this spirit should
be reflected 1n a scientific conference

Disraell 1s said to have advised Queen Vietoria
agamst making a certan bishop Archbishop of
Canterbury on the ground that he was a man of
enthusiasm, and if an Archbishop must not be
enthusiastic, what may a scientist be?

It was not for the generation of enthusiasm
that the World Population Conference was called
together at Geneva But such enthusiasm was
there and, having found a momentary outlet at the
dinner, 1t also found a more sober one 1n a small

Birth Control Revew

gathering which met on Saturday at the Hotel
Beau Rivage mm Mrs Rublee’s drawing-room,
when Margaret Sanger met the women of her
staff and a few other friends, and received from
them a book m memory of the months of work
under her leadership Mrs How Martyn spoke
for all when she expressed the loyalty and devo-
tion with which everyone who has worked with
Margaret Sanger becomes mspired and Thit Jen-
sen told Mrs Sanger that could she have spoken
to her m her own Damsh tongue, her words
“would have gone to the skies” But to her hear-
ers, she needed no greater oratory, her Englsh
caught up the thought that was in everyone’s mind
when she told Margaret Sanger how deep a debt
she owed her, “you are for me a great soul ”

Dr Aletta Jacobs was warmly welcomed and
questioned on the state of Birth Control work in
Holland and the gathering became a symposium
of mformation and suggestion for Birth Control
throughout the world, Dr Sundquist speaking for
Sweden, Mrs Farrer for England, Dr Furth for
Germany, Senora Cozzomus for Spam and Dr Das
for India

Books Received

Mucr Apo About Women, by E S P Havnes
Cayme Press London, England

The

WrorLeEsoMe Marriace by E and G H Groves,
Houghton Miffin Company, Boston, Mass $2 00

Sex anp RerressioN 1N Savace Socrery, by Bromslaw
Malinowsk: Harcourt Brace and Company New York

Tre ExTENT oF CHIiLD DEPENDENCY AND DELINQUENCY
IN SEvEN PEnNsyLvaNia CounTies, by Neva R Deardorff,
Ph D, U S Government Printing Office Washington.

Towarps HeavtH, by J Arthur Thomson G P Put-
nam’s Sons New York $200

SerecTep Parers on PsycHo-ANaLysis, by Karl Abra-
ham, MD The Hogarth Press London 30s

Tue Socrar Service Review, by Alice Channing U S
Children’s Bureau USA

Morner Inpia, by Katherine Mayo Harcourt, Brace
and Company New York $375

Sex ProsrLev v Innia, by Prof N S Phadke, M A,
Taraporevala, India Rs 6

Beine WeLL Born, by Michael F Guyer
Merrill Company New York $500

SocraTEs ok THE EmancreaTioN oF Mankinp, by H F
Carlile E P Dutton & Company, New York

Meanwhire, by H G Wells
Company New York

Bobbs

George H Doran

Buirpers or America, by Ellsworth Huntington and
Leon F Whitney Wilham Morrow and Co New York
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