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A Few Facts about Population and Food Supply 

I The Population of the World is 1,8 19,000,000 

(I Thw w double the popLclatron of o m  hundred gears ago 

I1 All Food Goes Back to the Land 

a The surface of the earth 1s made up  of water, Ice and snow, desert and senudesert, forest, 
and pauture and mltzvable l a d  

(I The area of pasture and cultivable land zs relatzvely very small Out of the other parts of 
the earth food can be got m th  difficulty or not a t  all 

a All the good lands are now dzscovered 

I11 Natural Increase of Population 1s Rapid and Practically Unllmlted 

(I Food lncrease 1s much slower and 1s llmlted 
(I The natural regulatwn of populatzou u by starvatron, dzsease and mar 

IV A Warning from the Onent 

(I Asla has more people than can be nourished by home grown food, e g , Chlns, twxe the s m  
of the states east of the Mlsslsslppl, has three tlmes the populatlon of the Unlted States 
About 10,000,000 are born each year and about half of these dle under one year old 

(I Tku w became these people, mtemve  farmers lzvzng on the Land are half starved aU the tcme 

V The Case of Europe when the Factory Replaced Home Industry in the 18th 
Century 

(I Europe manufactured for the world, the world fed Europe 
(I I n  50 years the poplutzon of Europe tncreased more than 150 per cent 
(I Parts of Centrd Europe became a8 densely populated a8 Cham 

(I England Imports one thlrd of her food Belpum Imports two fifths of her food France, 
Ihly ,  Germany Import one thzrd them food T o  keep from stamng, these countries have 
become trade rlvals for food and raw matenals 

(I Remember the World War 

VII The Case of the New World 

(I I n  1890 Amer~ca exported largely and helped feed Europe 
I n  1920 Amenca cocleumed seven ezghts of her o m  food and rmported raw materrala 

(I Between 1900 and 1925 the Umted States added 37,000,000 to her populatlon Parts of 
Umted States are as crowded as Europe 

Wath no new lands to feed them shall Europe and  the New World become ltke the Orwnt7 

The Hope of the World Depends on the Happy Solubon of the POPULATION PROBLEM 
(Fmm charts by Elhbeth Watson displayed at the Birth Control Booth at the Sesqul-Centennial Fhpoation ) 
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EDITORIAL 
T" E news event of specla1 mterest to us last 

month was the re-electlon of Governor Alfred 
E S m t h  of New York Not that h ~ s  re-elecbon 
1s smpnsmg m a state dommated by Roman Cath- 
ohc Democracy What  1s surpr~smg 1s the enthusl- 
asm of the support by thoughtful voters I n  
a mamfesto s~gned by more than forty people en- 
gaged m soc~al work h s  elect~on was strongly 
urged because of h ~ s  measures for "the welfare of 
those persons who on account of them poverty and 
mcapaclty should recelve the protechon from the 
state whch they as mdmduals are unable to pro- 
v ~ d e  for themselves " Among specla1 acts c a h g  
forth mane  are a $50,000,000 bond lssue for m a n e  
asyl& and the appolnt&ent of a State Housmg 
Comrmsslon It 1s a commentsrv on the suuerfic~al 
character of soclal work that dmkers  ''wiose vo- 
cation pves them opportun~ty to see a t  close range 
the cond~hon of worlung people" can see no deeper 
Into the problems of poverty than to pm thew f a ~ t h  
on u n a v a h g  efforts t o  prevent housmg congest~on 
and on enormous pubhc expend~tures to care for 
msamty, feeblemmdedness and other forms of un- 
fitness. 

W e  bellev: that they can see deeper than t h ~ s  
W e  beheve that there are few commun~ty workers 
In New York who do not recogmze that, as long 
as the poor have no power to regulate them num- 
bers, housmg congest~on, the problem of the unfit 
and all the other problems of poverty d grow 
yearly more acute and no bond Issues or tenement 
house comm~ss~ons mll solve them Yet few of 
them have the courage to openly support the B ~ r t h  
Control movement and a large and powerful group 
of them has used ~ts  mfluence to keep ~n office a 
governor who represents the most powerful body 
-mdeed the only body-now actlvely opposlng 
Birth Control 

B IRTH CONTROL has come up  offic~ally be- 
fore the Un~ted  Lutheran Church Last wm- 

ter the Lutherans, then m conference, refused to 

be stampeded by the Cathollc Nat~onal Welfare 
Councd mto a general condemnation, on the ground 
that Bwth Control was outslde the provlnce of the 
church A t  that tune, a comm~ttee on moral and 
soclal welfare was at work on a report which was 
presented late m October to the blennlal conven- 
tlon of the Unlted Lutherans The report states 
that the a m  of marrlage 1s the b~ r th  of ch~ldren, 
and that the "lun~tatlon of blrth by artlfic~al means 
is anti-Chmt~an " 

W e  are glad to learn that no act~on was taken 
by the convention on t h ~ s  and other resolut~ons of 
the comnuttee They were referred back, and w ~ l l  
not presumably come up agam tdl 1928 By that 
tune we trust that the committee WIU have glven 
further study to Blrth Control and rev~sed ~ t s  rec- 
ommendabons I f  not, we beheve that the mem- 
bers of the Lutheran Church mll oppose such 
mconslstency as 1s offered by the comm~ttee when 
the assertion 1s made that the ch~ef a m  of marr~ed 
hfe 1s the b ~ r t h  of chldren Thls 1s dogma, pure 
and sunple W ~ t h  mnety-nlne people out of a hun- 
dred the blrth of chddren 1s the result, and not the 
a m  of marnage That the l~nutatlon of b~ r th  by 
artlfic~al means 1s "antl-Chr~stlan" 1s a matter of 
opln~on There are many good Lutherans who d ~ s -  
agree wlth thls pomt Contraceptme ~nformat~on 
1s already obtamable by the well-to-do and the m- 
telhgent par~shloners of the church, and the church 
would do a great service ~f ~t would brmg t h ~ s  
sc~ent~fic ~nstruct~on to the poor, d~seased, defectlve 
members of the commun~ty 

W e  trust also that there w~ l l  be recons~deratlon 
of the recommendat~ons on divorce That pastors 
should consent to marry only the Innocent party of 
a dworce 1s lud~crous Llke many other well-in- 
tentloned des~gns, ~t w111 dr~ve  people from the 
church and m many cases to seek relat~ons outslde 
of marrlage It mll be far better for the comm~t- 
tee to recognize that marrlage has most ~mportant 
problems, to study these problems, and to face the 
fact squarely that the greatest w e d l a t e  problem 
of the home and of marriage a not to have un- 
wanted chlldren 
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T HE Children's Bureau of the Umted States 
Department of Labor has Issued comparative 

figures on maternal mortality and outlined a na- 
tlonal program for cuttmg down the death rate m 
chlldblrth throughout the Unlted States T h ~ s  re- 
port 1s prepared by Robert Morse Woodbury It 
brines toeether and analvzes all available materlal 
botho~m&an and forGgn on deaths of mothers 
durlng childbirth and 1s one of the most lmportant 
pleces of recent research In the field of the bureau's 
work The outstanding fact is that the maternal 
mortal~ty rate per thousand 1s rislng and that the 
United States ranks among those havlng the high- 
est rates The analysls shows the ~nfluence of the 
order of bwth upon maternal mortality-"after the 
third confinement the risk Increases rapldly The 
smallest rlsk was found In the second confinement " 
Poverty 1s found to be an lmportant factor In 
maternal death rates, these lncreasmg as the hus- 
band's earnlngs fall Minimum standards, wh~ch 
were adopted by a Conference on Chlld Welfare, 
lay down SIX lmportant factors In the protection 
of women durlng pregnancy 

Nothing 1s stated in all t h ~ s  regardmg one m- 
portant cause of death in chldblrth America has 
bullt up an elaborate and expenslve servlce for 
prenatal and postnatal care w ~ t h  no provision what- 
ever for regulnt~ng the slze of the family in accord- 
ance wlth the health of the mother I s  ~t not t ~ m e  
to call to the attention of the natlonal and local 
agencles m thls servlce the necess~ty for a posltire 
program of preventlonl No semce can be com- 
plete whlch does not lnclude sclent~fic methods of 
Birth Control Mr  Woodbury's report should be 
studled by every soclal agency deahng wlth the 
problems of women and ch~ldren and an appeal 
should be made by them to local, state and federal 
governments to Include Blrth Control ~nformation 
In their program of work for cuttmg down both 
maternal and lnfantde mortality 

A N N I E  BESANT,  one of the ploneers of 
Blrth Control, who first put practical knowl- 

edge In the hands of the London poor, 1s In thls 
country She 1s preachmg another doctrme ncw 
She comes as a theosophist and many people are 
asking whether her esoter~c religon has made her 
an enemy of the movement for v.hich she d ~ d  so 
much I n  the officlal blopaphy glven out at  her 
lectures nothlng IS sald of her epoch-making work 
for English Neo-Malthuslanlsm du r~ng  the seven- 
ties But we are glad to learn from another source 
that she has not r e ~ u d ~ a t e d  her old allenlance. that 

hve cellbate lives, and that for the others B~rth 
Control 1s a "vltal matter " 

I n  an mtervlew mth  James Waldo Fawcett, 
published m Umty for October 25th and Novem- 
ber Ist, she sald thls, and she added, "I stlll hold 
Blrth Control to be legitimate for young marrled 
couples and for married people unable or u n w ~ h n g  
to lead a cellbate life I real~ze the danger to 
c~vl l~zat~on of the multl~llcatlon of the un6t " 
Specifically about the Amerlcan movement she 
"stated her emphatlc approval of the campalgn led 
by Margaret Sanger and added that the poor are 
entitled to  lnformatlon long ago secured by the 
r ~ c h  " 

It is good t o  know that A n n ~ e  Besant, n t h  her 
great influence in I n d ~ a  m11 be on the slde of 
Tagore For  if England needed B ~ r t h  Control m 
the days of her actlvlty, and stdl needs ~ t ,  how 
much more she must have found that I n h a  IS In 
need of t h s  rehef 

A FTER a year of false securlty the Humbert 
case has been reopened m France, or rather 

Mme Humbert's case, whlch was regarded as set- 
tled, 1s now bemg pressed by the French Govern- 
ment The case of M Eugene Humbert for whom 
an appeal was made In the BIRTH CONTROL RPVIEW 
at the tune of the 6th Neo-Malthusian Conference 
wlll be remembered This champlon of French Neo- 
Malthusian~sm wlth hls w ~ f e  and two other relatives 
had sewed a long ~mpr~sonment for violation of the 
anti-Birth Control law of 1920 in gwmg out con- 
traceptlve information Though hls imprisonment 
was sewed, a fine imposed a t  the same t ~ m e  wa3 
unpald and rearrest threatened Sufficient funds 
to release h ~ m  were ra~sed and ~t was supposed thc 
inc~dent was closed and the Humbert family free 
from persecution But thls was not the case The 
French eurpeupleurs are threatening Mme Hum- 
bert t h ~ s  t ~ m e  and those frlends who came to the 
rescue before are again asked to help 

T H O S E  who read Floyd Dell's serlal Outbne 
of Mamaqe In the BIRTH CONTROL RPVIEW 

last winter w ~ l l  be glad to know that ~t can now be 
obtamed m pamphlet form The pamphlet, which 
is an expanded verslon of the origlnal articles, is 
advertised on another page of the REVIEW, together 
w ~ t h  other recent literature of the Amerlcan Blrth 
Control Leaeue Arranmments are bemg made 

she recognms tha t l t  1s only the elect fGw who can for an ~ n ~ h i h  edltion o f - ~ r  Dell's OutIr& 
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Birth Control and Early Marriage 

T HE relat~onshlp of Blrth Control to the pei- 
tentage married seems to me to be a new aspect 

of the subject, the idea IS not new, but the ev~dence 
wh~ch I have got together IS, I thmk, the first com- 
prehens~ve evldence on the pomt It was gathered 
some years ago In the course of a study of marriage 
and the b~ r th  rate * 

1 had s ta t~st~cs  for one hundred and seventy c~ties 
m the Un~ted  States, and I notlced that those clt~es 
wh~ch had the largest percentage of early marrlage 
also had a sllghtly lower b~ r th  rate, the blrth rate 
bemg measured on the ratlo of the number of chll- 
dren born to the number of marr~ed women fifteen 
to forty-five years of age I could see no reason 
why the blrth rate should be related whatsoever to  
the marrlage rate Of course, the total number of 
blrths would be related to the total number of mar- 
nages, but there seemed to be no reason why the 
blrth rate should be related to the marriage rate 

Ctty M a n a g e  Ratea 

On the other hand, I wondered ~f the b~ r th  rate 
mlght not affect the marrlage rate, and ~t seemed 
to me not ~mprobable that the blrth rate m~ght  af- 
fect the marrlage rate, part~cularly ~f the b~ r th  rate 
were correlated with the practlce of Blrth Control, 
for m such an eventuahty, you would see that the 
~omrnun~t~es  whlch have the lowest blrth rate 
would on such an assumpt~on have the w~dest prac- 
t ~ c e  of B ~ r t h  Control, so that the problem would 
then turn out to be that the extent of the pract~ce 
of B ~ r t h  Cpntrol would encourage early marrlage 

I f  you look a t  the b~ r th  rate for any country 
over a perlod of tune, you wdl not~ce that the bnth 
rate has been fall~ng somewhat prec~p~tously, and 
I beheve all students of t h ~ s  phenomenon attribute 
thts largely to the spread of B ~ r t h  Control, so that 
~f m England the blrth rate were h~gher In 1870, 
nearly twwe as h ~ g h  as ~t was In 1920-1921, we 
say that t h ~ s  fall In the b~ r th  rate IS due to B ~ r t h  
Control 

Now, can you say the same t h ~ n g  w ~ t h  reference 
to d~fferent c~tles? That IS to say, ~f In one c~ ty ,  
Quebe~, you have a lery h ~ g h  blrth rate, and In 
mother, Toronto, a very low one, IS the d~fierence 
In the blrth rate due to the pract~ce of Blrth Con- 
troll 

factors hav~ng to do w ~ t h  the b~ r th  rate The f i s t  
fact01 was the age of ~ n a r r ~ e d  persons Now, ob- 
v~ously the b~r th  rate 1s related part~cularly to the 
age of the mother and somewhat to the age of the 
father-wh~ch, roughly, correlates wlth the mother's 
-so that the d~fference in b~r th  rates between c ~ t -  
les m~ght  be due to d~fferences In the ages of mar- 
r ~ e d  women It was necessary, therefore, for me 
to refine t h ~ s  problem by mnkmg the compansons 
from c ~ t y  to clty when the age of the marr~ed 
woman was held constant 

Rzrth Rate Influenced by Murnage Rate 

I was not able to hold the factor constant exactly, 
but I was able to work out the percentage of young 
marr~ed women and by the method of partla1 cor- 
relat~on was able to keep t h ~ s  factor constant It 
IS the same thmg as ~f I had measured the b~ r th  
rate In ches  every one of whlch had exactly the 
same percentage of young marrled women 

When I d ~ d  thls, the ~oeffic~ent of correlation 
turned out to be mmus 45 That means a pretty 
h ~ g h  correlation The mmus slgn means that 
the c ~ t ~ e s  wh~ch have the lower b~ r th  rate, have the 
h~gher marrlage rate and In thls par t~cu lv  corre- 
latlon, I correlated early lnarr~age wlth the b~r th  
rate, so that the data seemed to md~cate t h ~ t  there 
IS a very marked correlat~on between the number 
of early marrlages, (that IS to say, marrlages 
largely between twenty and twenty-five) and the 
b~r th  rate, and slnce the mzrrl lge rate cannot hate 
any ~nfluence on the b~r th  mte, we thmk thnt the 
b~ r th  rate has an influence on the marrlage rate 

Other factors that rnlght affect the blrth rate are 
climate and food I have seen no evdence w ~ t h  
reference to the ~nfluence of cl~mate on the b~ r th  
rate except In so far 1s ~t operltes through the age 
of marrlage, nor have I seen good e v ~ d e n ~ e  rega~d-  
Ing the effect of food upon the b~ r th  rate 
There are other influences such as the der elopment 
of manufacturmg 01 the s t ~ t u s  of rel~gion or the 
presence of ~mmigmnts and 50 on, but all these 
factors seem to me to operate through ol without 
B ~ r t h  Control 

Early Marnage avd Moraltly 

It seemed to me that there were three sets of For these reasons ~t seems to me thnt the ev~dencu: - 
Excerpts from an address ot the 6th he-Malthusmn and 

pomts verv strongly to the fact th l t  Ihrth Control 
~ l r t h  Control Conferenec increases marriage, partlcularlv marrmge In the 
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early years Mre know that the age of marriage 
has been f a l h g  smce 1890, and I am inched  to 
thmk that the spread of Birth Control would be 
one reason 

The attitude toward Birth Control turns a good 
deal among the laity on the quest~on of morality 
Moralists who are opposed to B ~ r t h  Control object 
to it because it makes ~t possible for mdlviduals 
to have sexual intercourse without bearing children 
The child, they hold, is the essential element in 
marriage and in the home and they figure that 
B ~ r t h  Control would diminish marriage and would 
lncrease immorality outs~de the home 

On the other hand, moralists In favor of Blrth 
Control hold that Birth Control would increase 
marnage, because one of the great barriers to mar- 
rlage 1s the financial barrier, and, if young people 
know that children need not necessarily come in the 
first year or so of marriage, they will be more ready 
and more mlling to marry because of not havmg 
to face this additional financial dlfficultv So you 
have the two theories represented m these two 
points of view The data wh~ch I have presented, 
t t  seems to me, f m s h e s  very strong evldence for 
the latter opmion I do not claim to have proved 

~ t ,  but c e r t ady  the evidence is quite comprehensn e 
and merits scientdic appreciation 

I may make just one other comment by way of 
emphasmng the morality aspect of t h ~ s  piece of 
research I n  connection w ~ t h  some other work 
which I have been doing, I have shown quite con- 
clusively that the criminal population is drawn 
largely from the unmarried elements of our popula- 
tion This 1s true when you smooth out the age 
distributions and all those factors I have also 
shown that the lnmates of our hospitals for the m- 
sane come in larger proportions from the unmarr~ed 
than from the married 

Professor Wilcox and others have shown also 
that the death rate of unmarried men is about tmce 
the death rate of marr~ed men There may be 
some selection element m this, so that the pomt IS 

not exactly proved, but these tendencies all show 
for the widowed as well as for the smgle, so there 
1s certainly some evldence to pomt to the general 
soc~al desirability of marriage I n  vlew of these 
additional considerations, I thlnk the emdence 
which I have shown that Birth Control tends to in- 
crease marnage 1s of cons~derable social s~gnifi- 
cance 

Lord Buckmaster in the House of Lords (April 1926) 

M Y LORDS,  the quest~on that forms the sub- 
ject of the Motion standmg m my name pos- 

sesses an importance that few wdl deny It 1s one 
of the large group of new grave questions that are 
pressmg upon us with increasing insistence and 
demand that rat~onal, restramed and mtelhgent 
discussion which can be obtamed nowhere better 
than mthm the walls of your Lordships' House 
One of the strangest ironies of l ~ f e  is this, that man 
everywhere seeks for rest and everywhere he en- 
counters change One position is no sooner occu- 
pied than it becomes necessary to seek another, and 
tn the continual adaptat~on to the ever-changing 
conditions of environment and life you find the only 
means for development and growth This question 
illustrates what I mean Some fifty years ago ~t 
was new I t s  advocacy was attempted to be pun- 
lshed by the Cr~mmal Law, it startled and it 
shocked people, but today all that ls left of the 
controversy 1s t h ~ s  Will you take steps to  mthhold 
from the poor the knowledge that ls possessed and 
practlsed by the r ~ c h l  

I B E L I E V E  that no one who has the least 
famharity m t h  the facts wdl deny the truth of 

what I say You cannot read any book that deals 
with this quest~on-and I have read many-mth- 
out findmg that they treat as an accepted axlorn 
that Birth Control is hemg extensively practlsed by 
the people who are well-to-do and that ~t ~s only 
among the poorest and the most ignorant, the most 
destitute, the most shftless, helpless, hopeless 
stratum of society that that knowledge has not per- 
meated and is not used Statistics themselves are 
eloquent upon the pomt I f  you take a thousand 
married people under the age of 50 the birth rate 
for schoolmasters is 93, for clergymen of the 
Church of England it is 100, for clergy of all de- 
nommations it is about 102, for doctors and pro- 
fessional men, from 103 to  105, for skdled labor, 
153, and for unskilled labor, 247 I f  you take the 
standard of mtelhgence, measured by exarmnation 
of the children m the schools, you wdl find that 
there ~s a descendmg scale of Intelligence wh~ch 1s 
m the exact inverse ratio to  thls standard of birth 
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rate The truth is that m spite of what people may 
say about the natlon being div~ded mto classes, 
there is continually going on the mnnowmg process 
of nature and m the great solution of hfe every 
orgamsm tends to take its proper place according 
to its specific gravity These people for whom I 
speak represent the lowest sedimentary stratum of 
them all I want to ask in these circumstances 
Why is it that from them this knowledge should 
be mthheld? 

a HE position a t  the present moment is this 
The Muustry of Health will provlde money for 

the purpose of asslstmg welfare centres that are set 
up by local authorities, to enable those welfare 
centres to gwe help and advlce to women who are 
expectrng ch~ldren and to women who have young 
chlldren under their care But there is an expressed 
prohibition that prevents these people, though they 
are qualified medical men and women, from bemg 
able to pve  information to any person who asks as 
to the means by which further births mght  be pre- 
vented The question, the only questlon before 
your Lordships t h ~ s  afternoon, 1s whether or not 
that state of t h g s  ought, not only m the mterests 
of justlce, but m the mterests of our race, to be 
allowed to contlnue There are, I know, many peo- 
ple who deplore the fact to whlch I have referred, 
that Birth Control is exercised by people who are 
well-to-do and by the mtelligent among all classes 
I t  is no use weepmg over lost battlefields That 
struggle has been fought and it has been lost and 
won, and you can never recapture the position 

T H E  repson LV not, as some people say, that 
women are seEsh and men are worthless and 

the world is addxted to nothing but pleasure It 
is nothmg of the kmd I t  is due to a much higher 
and much more permanent cause than that It is 
due to an mcreased respect for the sanctity of hfe 
It is due to the deslre of people to secure that their 
duldren are not pressed out by the ibmtable com- 
pehtion of unrestricted numbers of their brothers 
and sisters, and it is mpired by the hope that peo- 
ple d be able to make for their chlldren an easier 
and a better place m the world than they themselves 
once filled Some people, of course, talk about the 
ennobhng effect of a struggle mth poverty The 
people who talk hke that have never known the 
struggle It 1s the most degrading, the most de- 
morahmg struggle to which a human bemg can 
be put To suggest that poverty LV a good thmg 
1s an astonlshmg suggestion when you remember 
that every man, from the tune he f i s t  b e p  to 

work until the tune when he can work no more, 
spends the whole of hls energies trying to escape 
from it I say that these people are prevented from 
knowing the facts that wdl enable them to prevent 
the l h t a b l e  repetition of their chddren 

H A T  are the class of cases for whch I deswe 
W r e l l e f v  I beg your Lordships carefully to 
note that my Motion lays no burden, imposes no 
duty upon any medlcal officer of health at  all It 
does not even contain directions that it should, or 
say that in the opmon of the Ministry of Health 
it ought to be done It is to let quaMed m&cal 
people, if they m their judgment thmk fit, exercise 
thew medical knowledge for the relief of the women 
that come before them What are the classes of 
the women who come for help? I do not propose 
to read to you a very large number of mstances and, 
of course, the instances that I take mll probabl 
be hable to the cntlcism that they are select d 
They are selected from a most tmy handful of the 
population and you could reproduce and multiply 
them many smgle parish mthm the City of London 
and m any one of the wards of our great cities 
throughout Great Bntain Please do not think 
that these cases, terrible as they are, are excep- 
tional They are typical cases of a condition of 
msery that is to be found throughout the poorer 
areas of our great citles 

ET me read to you one or two mtances Here L IS a woman who was married at  the age of 
seventeen A t  the age of thlrty-four she had had 
eighteen pregnancies mth eleven live children Her 
husband, a hawker, was often away from home and 
does not attempt to support the fanuly The 
mother does this by hawkmg The three youngest 
duldren are backward and unable to walk and have 
to be taken out mth the mother on her rounds m 
a perambulator The housmg accommodat~on 1s 
one hvmg room and two bedrooms The mother 
shares a flock mattress, mthout sheet or blankets, 
mth these youngest chlldren, and her last confine- 
ment was conducted under these condtlons The 
mother and all the children are clean and well cared 
for, so please do not ttunk that you are dealmg with 
a woman who does not care what happens She 
refuses to have relation mth her husband until he 
overpowers her, and of course, by the merciful law 
of this country, a man cannot rape his mfe She 
has asked him to take other women Durmg the 
last pregnancies she has done everythmg she knew 
to procure aborbon She cannot go away from 
home 



HAT IS one case and, beheve me, it is by no 
T m e a o s  unusual You can reproduce it agam 
and such cases will contmue if you do not enable 
these women to obtam knowledge by which they 
can prevent themselves having children There is 
one thing which they will all admit-namely, that 
they have made repeated and frequently successful 
efforts to procure abort~on I cannot help thinking 
that we live in a world of sham Every now and 
then cmes come before the Courts and some person 
1s sent to goal for a long period of years for per- 
forming an illegal operation, and yet this is the 
commonest thing you can think of in these places 
The women w~l l  all confess it to you and will tell 
you that a t  the imminent risk of their life and 
health they are driven to resort to this as the only 
means of escape from a qtate that thev find intol- 
erable 

ET me give some further cases Mrs M has L hsd thirteen pregnancies, and has three l i w g  
chddren Mrs N has had three children, two of 
whom are not walking Housmg accommodation 
may be sufficient, but the chddren are under-fed 
and the mother cannot cope mth  the position 
Mrs P , aged thlrty, has eighteen chddren, is tuber- 
culous and has a uterine disease, each child is worse 
than the last and it is di5cult to help except from 
the pomt of vlew of Birth Control Then listen 
to this - 

"She does her best to secure abortions, and she 
does not observe the deficiencies In the children 
d e n  they once arrive " 

I wonder if your Lordships reahze what this 
means This woman comes and tries to reheve her 
situation mth  the help of the medical officer of 
health She tells him that she LS sorry that she is 
m this condition, that she has done her best to pro- 
duce miscarriages and failed "Cannot you pos- 
sibly tell me," she asks, "how to prevent my getting 
mto this condition agam?" The medical officer of 
health says "No, if I venture to tell you anything 
of the kmd the Mmistry of Health would stop the 
grant for this centre and we shall not be allowed 
to continue " 

W I L L  give your Lordships other cases Mrs S I has sir chlldren. three of whom are mentally de- 
ficient and quite hopeless The next case is of a 
mother who 1s tubercular, m th  seven children, two 
of whom already have advanced tuberculosis The 
mother has done everythmg possible to secure abor- 
bon during the present pregnancy Then there is 
s mother aged thirty-one, mth eight children, and 
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who has been married seventeen gears, has eight 
children, and has been in an asylum for four and 
a half months since the birth of the last child Then 
there is a woman, married twenty-two years, m t h  
twelve chlldren and five intentional miscarriages 
I could read your Lordships innumerable cases of 
this kind They go on and on I n  North Kensing- 
ton, a place not supposed to be one of our slum 
areas-I suppose the inhabitants would be dis- 
tinctly hurt if it were so described-I have a case 
described m a letter written by a very emment 
woman Mrs A has had thirteen pregnancies and 
has eleven children living The husband is earnmg 
£1 a week Mrs B has had twelve pregnancies 
and has seten chddren living and they are desper- 
ately poor Then we come to C , D , E and I", 
all sinular cases with three, four or five pregnancies, 
with children either insufficiently fed or msuffi- 
ciently clothed or both and every one of them, I 
beg your Lordshps to note, gomg to be a burden 
upon the better-to-do artisam and other people in 
that place 

ROBABLY the saddest story of all is one that Pm not drawn dnectly from here * But listen 
to this - 

"When we first knew this famly they had four 
children-all of whom had been born mthout eyes 
The two eldest had dled when quite small and two 
little girls, aged two and four, had managed to 
survive The mother was suffermg from dementea 
prcecox, and spent eighteen months in hospital 
She was Incapable of trainmg the children, who 
sightless and speechless, sat all day long in their 
little beds mamfesting not a smgle normal reaction 
to the tests that were given The father was de- 
voted to the mother and refused to send her to 
institut~ons but, realizmg that she ought not to 
have any more children, begged the information by 
which he could prevent such a result" 

The answer IS, of course, that if this information 
IS given, the grants are stopped These women are 
told "We are not pernutted to gve  this mfornia- 
tion I f  you want it you will find a shop not far 
away, with unclean pictures m the wmdow, and 
every suggestion of prurient and filthy literature 
inside Go there and they wlll probably be able 
to tell you, ~t is perfectly certain that they mll give 
you information which may be most deleterious to 
your health, and you certainly will not be under 
tramed medical supervision But it is not for u5 
to help you, and we are not gomg to try " 
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I W A N T  to know why these people are not to 
be helped It seems to me that ~t IS preposterous 

for us to sit still and accept the facts of the story 
as they stand now In the knowledge that all the 
better and more thoughtful people are carefully 
l~rn~t ing then ch~ldren-the people who, beyond all 
others, we need-while people, s~ckly, mad, dis- 
eased, underfed, are reproducing a t  a rate that is 
nearly double that of anybody else, and there is no 
one to tell them that they ought not to do it, there 
is nobody to say that they ought not to b r ~ n g  into 
thls world a child that is cursed from ~ t s  birth m t h  
d~sesse, that they have no reasonable opportumty 
of supporting, and mtend to throw upon the rest 
of the community for 1t.s mamtenance 

I really am anxious to know what 1s the answer 
to the case that I have put I ask that duly quali- 
fied medical men and women should not have their 
d~scretlon fettered as to the way m wh~ch they glve 
advlce to people who seek their help, when those 
people are living wrthln the d ~ s t r ~ d  wh~ch ~t IS their 

duty to serve Of course, you may r a m  the old 
economlc answer that econom~cally, m any urcum- 
stances, your population ought to be reproduced 
That I cannot help thinkrng IS an echo of argu- 
ments that are long smce dead and had better not 
be resurrected They come from the tune when ~t 
was thought that every added unit to a laborer's 
family meant more material out of wh~ch the fac- 
tory owner could extract work Anybody who has 
read the history of the early part of the last cen- 
tury, and seen the way In which b ~ g  fortunes in 
our manufacturing distr~cts were built up  a t  the 
expense of the lives of the children and women who 
worked m the factories, wrll have a sense of shame 
wh~ch ~t will be d~fficult to erad~cate Those con- 
d~tions have, thank God, gone by, and can never 
come back Ch~ldren can no longer be made mstru- 
ments for the production of profits m a balance 
sheet, and ~t is no use askmg that they shall be re- 
produced m order that you may have a b~gger 
profit-earmg unit in a workman's family 

(To be c o n c l ~ d )  

The Medical Director Covers the Map 
hw amen mon t l~ '  tnp from coaat to coaat Dr James F Cooper, of the Clzntcal Research De- 

Wrtll~ent of t h  Amencan Berth Control League, spoke m 18 states and brought the Message of Bvth  
Control to more than 3,000 physlnam 

summer trip of 1926 commenced March 
21st a t  Johnson City, Tenn,  it ended Oc- MY 

taber 2 k d  ?t Tulsa, Okla My line of travel cov- 
ered the Mid and South Atlant~c States to Florrda, 
then the Gulf States to Texas After a trip to 
Colorado, New Mex~co and Arizona, 1 arrived in 
Southern Cahfornia June 1st The summer 
months of June, July and August were spent m 
the Coast States of Cal~fornia, Oregon and Wash- 
lngton I then proceeded east by Montana and 
North Dakota to its eastern boundary, then south 
through South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and 
ending m Tulsa on October 22nd 

The total t ~ m e  elapsed was 7 months, the nurn- 
ber of states vis~ted was 18, the number of c~ties 
was 90 and the number of meetmgs held 100, of 
which 85 were medical 

The total attendance a t  my meet~ngs was 5,895, 
and the number of doctors reached 3,151 The 
average attendance a t  medical meetrngs was over 
30 

The mediwl meetmgs included every poss~billty 

There were small local groups, County Soc~et~es, 
District Soclet~es m whlch several counties unlted, 
state meetmgs, and part~c~patlon m d~scuss~on a t  
the meetmg of the Amencan Medical Assoc~at~on 
As my arrival at  any given point had to fit m with 
my general ~tmerary pract~cally all the meet~ngs 
except the American Medical Assoc~at~on and the 
Arizona state meetings were especially arranged 
for me and called on dates when I could be present 

The months of June, July and August are very 
d~fficult months No regular med~cal meetmgs are 
held anywhere and consequently while there was 
interest and I had meetings appointed, lt was not 
possrble to reach as many as would have been the 
case a t  any other season Apart  from this ~nflu- 
ence of the hot days, it was the usual experience 
that those meetings which were announced as on 
Birth Control were better attended than the aver- 
age, showing the mcreaslng amount of lnterest on 
the part of the medical profession 

The newspaper publ~c~ty was very good Fsu 
reports free from sensat~on were the rule Occa- 



slonally a paper would merely carry a notlce mth- 
out comment, but the majonty were w l h g  to 
pnnt an mtemlew About fifty columns appeared 
altogether, reachmg a readmg pubhc of approxl- 
mately 2,500,000 

New Englund Muat Be Rowed 

!t%e part of the country most hospitable to the 
dlscusslon of Blrth Control 1s the terntory west of 
the M~sslsslppl, lncludmg the northwest and south- 
west as well as the coast The most mdlfferent 
sectlon 1s New England The south 1s good tern- 
tory for ths  movement 

Doctors everywhere reported an mcreaslng num- 
ber of women applymg to them for mformahon 
To refuse to d~scuss thls problem mth then patlents 
IS to dlsplay an mcompetence to deal wlth lt, or to 
confess themselves out of harmony wlth mtelllgent 
women throughout the country The majority of 
doctors recogmze thls They are mterested m a 
sar , sclenhfic, ethwal plan of famly regulahon 
and they show theu mterest both by the sue of them 
own famhes and by theu general attltude toward 
the problem. 

Thew greatest mterest IS m the b~ologxal aspect 
of the subject, theu recogmtlon of the need to 
regulate the blrth rate of the mentally defectwe 
class Next m theu mterest come the economx 
and therapeutic cases I was somewhat surprised 
to find that the majorlty of dodors are as much 
mterested m regulatmg the famhes of the poor as 
of those suffermg from d ~ e a s e  Thm 1s as ~t should 
be, because these unfortunate creatures are often 
dnven by large famhes mto condlhons whlch 
sooner or hter lead to dlsease 

What are the laws m thls matter? What IS the 
best method? Where can I get supphesl These 
questlons as m11 be seen are not concerned mth 
phdosoph~cal speculation but mth pracbcal apph- 
catlon They assume the pmclple to be rlght but 
want to know how to get results 

I am frequently asked, do you meet mth much 
opposltlon and from what source? It IS qu~te prob- 

able that there are many in my meetmgs who are 
opposed to Blrth Control, but who, because of 
courtesy, lack of desw to enter controversy, and 
other reasons remam d e n t  Some oppos~tlon has 
been expressed at meetmgs when the proposltlon 
to hold a meetmg on the subject has been proposed 
But out of the 100 meetlngs on thls tnp, 1 can only 
recall three where opposition was expressed The 
opposltlon lnvarlably was from the v~ewpomt of 
rehglous sentiment rather than a dlscusslon of any 
of the facts presented It can therefore be sad 
that the opposhon 1s negll~ble 3s far as I have 
encountered ~t. 

I very early became convmced that many doctors 
&d not take the nght attltude toward the move- 
ment because they dld not have any adequate con- 
cephon of what lt was all about I felt that some 
education should be gwen In the general aspects 
of the movement before mstructlon m contracep- 
tlon was gmen I therefore adopted the pohcy of 
first g m g  a survey of the general aspects of Birth 
Control and then followmg mth a &scuss~on of the 
tedmque T h  method of presentation has been 
much apprec~ated by many who were unmformed 
about Blrth Control Such E method gves the 
nght background It first puts B~rth Control on 
an ethlcal, sclentfic and professional basis and then 
glves the teehmque 

Prepdrcecr Brealang Do- 

Everywhere I have spoken lt hss p-mlly 
been the first tame the subject has been &cussed 
m me&cal meetmgs Old pre~udces are breskmg 
down. My address has mvarlably been well re- 
celved and many mntahons to come agcun have 
been rece~ved 

So long as we carry on our propaganda fox a 
voluntary and mtelhgent mothelhood and our 
sc~entfic research m a manner calculated to wm 
and mamtam the approval of all nghtly &posed 
persons, the m d c a l  profession wdl be mth us and 
the subject w d  find a larger and larger place m 
med~cal research, on medcal programs and m 
m d c a l  pradlce. 

Wd a r e  contnurotly armmang that natconr become rs better than a zddmncss fd of fooli 
strong accordmg to thnr d e r r  Suppose they Remember, no govmumcnt u dtvmately atrong, but m 
are a nwrc helplcrr mob, totterang rnto precspotant cataa- proportwn to  rta lmrdncrr and jwtlcc,  and a ~ t u m  doer 
trophs, lrkc a wagon load of ttmres mhm the wheel comes not rtrengthen, by  merely mzcltrplymg and dsffwmg et- 
off Dangerma -gh for thnr nnghborr, certarly,  but aclf A m t n m  nced not boart ~ t re l f  of d t s p l y c n g  
not "pomerfuL" The atrcngth w on the nten, and rn of rt mdtsplua only ot flaer or l o ~ w t r  do, m t h  the 
thcu mnty  a d  w t u c  A kttls group of m e  hearts god of flwr for I## god J o ~ a  RUEKIN, 1819-1900 
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Birth Control Meets the World 
at the Sesqui-Centennial 

A compn te  stmy based upon the enpertences of a dozen mofkep-8 at the Ammcaa B ~ r t h  Coratrol 
League 

F OR four months, from August 1st to Decem- 
ber lst ,  the Amerlcan Blrth Control League 

presented the Case for Blrth Control to the world 
a t  the Sesqul-Centennial Exposltlon a t  Phdadel- 
phla I t s  pubhc was the largest and most cosmo- 
polltan the League has ever had brought together 
m one place Before the little elght by ten a l co~e  
beneath ~ t s  blue and whlte fneze representmg the 
allegory of the chdd eternally sustalnmg the world 
passed the procession of the nations There were 
Hmdus of the other-worldly school of Gandhl and 
Hlndus of the school of Tagore, more human m 
thelr attitude toward Blrth Control There were 
learned and absent-mmded Chmese scholars who 
pored wlth slow concentration over the charts and 
hterature displayed before them There were 
Japanese who knew them nat~onal populatlon 
problem There were other Orientals and there 
were representatives of Scandmavla, France, Italy 
and many other countries 

Fo r  the Fzt and the Unfit 

Among these were two cltlzens of Hamburg, a 
professor of crlmmology and a physlclan, each 
from hls entuely M e r e n t  pomt of new keenly m- 
- 

We regret that the posltlon of the booth made ~t impossible 
to take a thomnghlg satlsfaetory photograph of the beautiful frieze 
which heads thls article It was the gilt to the League of Yr 
Cqelsrrd of tbe Philadclphla School of Design 

Booth* 

terested m Bwth Control But the maln body, all 
but one m twenty of the passers-by perhaps, were 
Engllsh or Amencan, malnly American Some of 
these knew the world beyond thelr own home One 
was a New Zealand colonlst on h s  way to England 
w ~ t h  hls young mfe H e  as yet saw no populatlon 
problem m New Zealand, but believed in Blrth 
Control firmly m its bearmgs on mdlvldual happl- 
ness and freedom And on hls long trlp through 
the Orlent he had seen many mdicatlons of the 
present pressure of the populatlon problem m the 
East 

Baby Workers 

Especially vmdly m hls mmd stood out one pic- 
ture of the cheapness of child hfe On a Ceylon 
tea plantation he had seen a nursing mother work- 
mg m the subcellar of a warehouse She stood In 
such darkness that the vls~tor had to feel hls way 
around untd h s  eye became accustomed to the half 
hght On the cement floor a t  her feet lay her in- 
fant, and she stopped her work to feed ~t when ~t 
crled One short fllght above worked the elders 
m thls and other famhes of children, sortmg tea, 
hke them mothers, from the age of five or s u  
upward m "steps and stams " 

Another who recopzed  Blrth Control as n 
world need was an Amerlcan sador He, too, had 
seen the Orlent, but on bls last t r ~ p  he had also 



seen the need nearer home I n  a German port he 
had talked with many dock workers who com- 
plamed of their lnabllity to take proper care of 
their families One was concerned also for his 
wlfe's health, on account of the frequent abortions 
she had gone through She had been to the hos- 
pital for t h ~ s  cause, he said, three tunes and each 
time she came back weaker and less able to bear 
the next 

T h ~ s  young man was an ~dea l~s t  H e  had been 
an early enthusiast for the work of Margaret 
Sanger and he confessed hlmself puzzled that peo- 
ple did not support t h ~ s  work on grounds of com- 
mon sense "It's a wonder that reason and common 
sense won't reach them," s a ~ d  he, "but it seems as 
~f everythmg has to be reached thro' suffering and 
tears Thew own pitiable experience IS all that 
brlngs them 'round " 

"The Czty of Chanty" 
The Birth Control booth stood in the Educat~onal 

Buildmg half way down the north alsle, with a 
eugenics exhlbit at  one end and what one wit called 
a dysgenm e x h ~ b ~ t  a t  the other, In the "City of 
Chanty" display of the Roman Cathollc church 
This was made up of many hundred min~ature 
models of the mstitutlons in which the unfit, the 
undernourished, the unfortunate and the under- 
equipped are cared for in Philadelphia On a side 
alsle were two other exhlbits whlch should have 
helped to complete the education of those who 
wanted to know why Blrth Control was needed 
These were the tuberculosis and the social hygiene 
booths-not to speak of "Camp Happy" where 
three thousand of the many hundred thousand 
undernourished children of Phdadelphla are given 
durlng the summer three weeks good food, and sent 
home "w~th an average gam of three pounds" to 
sustam them through hfe 

Maybe it was the slght of these problems of 
inhentable diseases and tendencies, of patches 
sought to be put on dlre poverty and sem-stama- 
tion, of moneys spent on wrecks that no mstitu- 
tional care could restore to normal hfe-whatever 
~t was, somethmg cerhdy made the crowds of 
passers-by especially hospitable to the message of 
Buth Control 

"Fewer Ch~ldren Better Born''-the motto of 
the booth-meant something personal to everyone 
who passed It was an experlence m itself to see 
the glazed lack-lustre expression of the tourlst who 
has become so bored n t h  exhibltg that they all 
look ahke to hlm, suddenly "come ahve" as he saw 
the motto, read out the words Amencan Birth 
Control Leaguea loud  ~f he was not a l o n e t h e n  

Bwth Control Hmew 

stop to look Thls awakenmg Interest was noticed 
by all the workers a t  the booth It was as if here 
was no vague uplift movement Here was some- 
thing v~tal, that leaped Into their consciousness, 

that answered the brooding question m thelr own 
hearts, that gave form and substance to  their own 
martlculate desires 

One of the workers says of thls wakening to life 
"From the Inside of the Blrth Control Booth, look- 
ing out upon the throngs who passed along the 
North aisle of the Palace of Education wearllj 
enjoying the Sesqul, ~t seemed that the first thmg 
that really attracted their eyes was the placards we 
displayed proclalmmg our alms and the ravages 
of multiple births In them toll of human llves, in 
mothers and babies sacrdiced As  they looked and 
read and the facts sunk m, they turned to oul 
literature displayed and to the workers for help 
mth  them personal problems Many recognized 
what we stood for and that ~t was their own cause 
upon first slght of our booth-and greeted us wlth 
a wholeheartedness that seemed to say 'We have 
been looklng for thls help all our hves ' " 

Two sets of charts told the objects of the move- 
ment To  study the more elaborate set whlch gave 
the detalls of the worl: problem of population and 
food supply,* clerygmen, teachers and students 
often came in and sat down, and even m some cases 
took notes None made a deeper lmpresslon than 
the chart of the Orlent, where mfants are born to 
dle as mfants, and a huge death rate keeps the 
population stationary 

The Story On the Chart8 
The smpler set of charts was read by thousands 

They showed the bearmg of the blrth rate on pov- 
erty and on war, on abortion and mfantlclde, they 
told ~ t s  relatlon to maternal and mfant mortahty, 
to 111 health and the problem of the unfit On the 
constructrve slde they demanded free and volun- 
tary motherhood, told the chnical experlence of 
the League and gave names of men and women of 
mfluence who support the demand for Birth Con- 
trol 

Sometunes it was a particular chart whlch held 
the attention of the passers "I don't hke that" 
sald one very young grl who wore a tmy d~amond 
on her engagement finger "Llke what?" asked 
her friend, followmg her glance to the statement 
that 25,000 Amencan women &e m chddbuth each 
year From that the two came up to ask questions, 
to listen mtently and gather hterature to take 
away, sure that whatever the dangers of chddblrth 
they would be able to learn a means to lessen the 
hazards of m a n e d  hfe 

These were two grls on the way down to the - 
A digest of tbese charts h given on p q c  sp* 
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Roman Catholic exhibit a t  the end ol the aisle 
So also were two married friends who stopped 
One had noticed the chart on Bnth Control as a 
preventive of abortion and she wanted to know 
more "I certainly do believe m ~ t , "  she said a t  
the end of a talk "Many women, good women too, 
are forced to have abortions because they do not 
know about Birth Control Can you tell me wherc 
our Catholic exhib~t 1s'" 

H e r  friend told of having four children close 
together Two lwed, the last two died The tears 
were In her eyes as she added "I have always been 
sure the others would have lived if I had had a 
chance to get my strength back before they were 
born They had no vitality " 

Catholzc Vzsztors 

These were a few of the many Catholics who 
stopped A t  first disagreeable episodes were feared 
but as it turned out our position m the same aisle 
with the Roman Cathohc Booths merely offered us 
an  opportunity to get a hearmg before the Catholic 
laity The Catholic clergy were open m their op- 
position Card~nal Dougherty passed by with one 
of the executives of the buildmg, "I do not l ~ k e  to 
see this booth in an educational buildmg," said he 
"There are two opinions about that" was his guide's 
qulet reply And two opimons were very evident 
among the Cathohc laity Occasionally one called 
Birth Control "Anti-Chnst", he always drew a 
crowd and in the debate which followed ~t was 
perfectly evident that the sentiment was for Birth 
Control On one occasion a young couple in the 
crowd took up the d~scuss~on for the affirmative and 
others jomed m and helped F a r  the larger num- 
ber of Roman Cathohcs were mterested and open 
mmded and many were favorable or became so 
after hearmg what the movement stood for 

Once a sharp confl~ct between the older and the 
younger generat~on was apparent A very young 
mother came hurrymg up "My husband wants 
me to find out about Blrth Control I have a baby 
a month old, my first Oh, the folks are com- 
m ~ "  She broke off and hurried away I n  a 
few mmutes she was back and explained that her 
mother, who was m the party, had told her to have 
nothing to  do m t h  Birth Control as it was a morta' 
sin "But I don't feel that way," she added "I 
think the other thmg 1s a sm and so does my hus- 
band It isn't fair to the mother or the father or 
the children " 

Protestants and Others 

There were many thousands besides Catholics m 
the crowds who stopped They were of all classes 

men, high church and low church Episcopalians and 
many other denominations Physicians m greatel 
numbers than ever before openly gave their sup- 
port by slgnmg m the vmtors' book and askmg to 
have literature and clinical reports sent them 
Plant speclalists and breeders of domestic animals 
who had observed how differently the human an~mal 
is produced expressed warm approval One hoped 
that man might one day be as carefully bred as 
the sows and boars on his farm, an experimental 
station of the United States government This 
same recogn~tion of the neglect of the human ani- 
mal was thrust upon the workers in the booths by 
the very sight of the crowds that passed As  onr 
expresses ~t 

"All day the crowds strea~n past, old mothers, 
broken wlth child bearing and w ~ t h  tired eyes, 
young mothers, carrying their babies, or wheeling 
them, newly married couples, fearful of assuming 
an overwhelming responsibility Sad and int~mate 
stones are confided to us 

"We go over to the cattle show a t  noon and see 
those beautiful anmals-so perfectly bred, so care- 
fully tended, so sleek and well fed Then we go 
back to the Booth Again the crowds stream by 
us-the misshapen, undernourished, sickly human 
beings all too numerous among the throngs who 
pass W e  wonder why anyone opposes human 
Birth Control " 

A Grateful Tnbute 

Among the simpler people were gentle-faced 
Dunkers men and women, who always accepted 
literature and always read it One of these drew 
her husband back to look and was heard remind~ng 
h ~ m  eagerly how when they were first married Mar- 
garet Sanger adv~sed them how they could regulate 
their family She told the worker m the booth that 
she now had three healthy children and that she 
would never be able adequately to express her 
gratitude 

An employer of factory labor gave hght on why 
men leave home H e  said that again and again he 
had seen men "throw up the sponge" as they saw 
their farmlies with each year growing more and 
more beyond their means to support Some be- 
came listless and wlthout ambition, others, and 
these were the more spirited, "lighted out" so that 
a t  ally rate the woman would have a year or two 
free from hldbearmg 

Many v~sitors asked to have their last doubts as 
to the morahty and practicabihty of Birth Control 
l a ~ d  at  rest It was interestmg in the case of two 
of these to see their minds work round and resolve 

and of all behefs &ong them were many clergy- (Contmusd ou pago 386) 
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GIRL WIVES AND MOTHERS 
I t  ss not from Cmua jigures alone that we have krrowkdge of chdd marriages + The greotm 

nzlmber of our correspondents are marned before they are twenty Some were marned a t  13 and a t  
17 had as many as three, four, o r  even rn one case, SIX, chaldren One New England gar1 marned before 
nhe was 13 and was the mother of eleven chtldren a t  30 The mothers who gave thew stones belom are 
overage cases They represent the usual htstory of the workmg class grrl who passea strarght f r m  
extreme youth mto the heavy maddk-age burdens of a large famrly No wonder garL of 20 wnte that 
they feel as rf they were PO, and women of t k r t y  look as  rf they were 60 

At the End of her Strength 
Massachusetts 

If only the knowledge you advocate were mme ~t would 
no doubt, save my hfe And you know how preclous hfe 
1s for the sake of the httle ones I have been mamed but 
three years and have two baby boys My first child came 
the first year, and as I had always worked hard In fac- 
tones prevlous to my marrlage I hadn't the strength or 
v~ tah ty  to stand ~t The result was that I got the flu and 
for SIX of the nlne months I carr~ed h m  I was a complete 
~nvahd, causlng untold wornes and dreadful expense No 
sooner had I barely struggled back to anyth~ng resembhng 
health, than I agam faced motherhood The nest nlne 
months were filled wlth terror as my first l~ t t l e  boy was so 
elckly and d~fficult to care for The second baby I nursed 
11 months and he has a most pronounced case of nckets 
and la a constant care It is not morb~dness that makes 
me feel sure I could not hve through another chlld-blrth 
It's slmply that I am a t  the end of my strength and nervcs 
Please I beg of you ~f ~t 1s any way In your power please 
help me My husband 1s only a boy and all the hfe and 
hope IS bemg crushed out of us both Oh' ~f there is any- 
thmg I can do please let me know, and to help others too 
All around me there are so many dymg and llnng m hell 
thru Ignorance 

A Day Laborer's Wzfe 
Oregon 

I sent and got your book, "Woman and the New Race," 
thinkmg it m ~ g h t  tell me what I have so wanted to know 
and so far have not been able to learn I am ~ u s t  a 
young gd,  very poorly In health, just 22 years old, and 
the mother of four children The oldest not qu~te  SIX 

years older than the baby My husband IS a day laborer 
W111 you please send me what ~nformat~on you can t n  
Blrth Control I h e  In fear of hanng more ch~ldren 
and I feel as though four ch~ldren 1s all we can care for 

I have read mth much mterest your pubhshed Ideas 
about Barth Control and I am wntmg t o  ask you t o  help 

me In any way you can I am thlrty years old and thr 
mother of nme ch~ldren, the oldest of them bemg fourteen 
years old My husband was hurt In an acc~dent a month 
ago and w111 never walk agam A month before t h ~ s  
acc~dent a unlon between my husband and me took placc 
wh~ch resulted In pregnancy, I fear Can you adnse me 
what steps t o  take t o  prevent t h ~ s  happemng agaln, as 
I have no means of support but my own work ln thc 
home 

"I Feel as though I am Forty " 
Oh10 

I have read so much about you m the papers and I 
am wntmg t o  you In hopes that you can help me I 
would l ~ k e  you to adnse me what to do to prevent from 
hanng any more ch~ldren I am only 19 years old and 
the mother of two bab~es The oldest 1s two and the 
youngest 1s mne months old My first chdd IS the plcture 
of health but my last has been s ~ c k  slnce she was born, 
she had two operattons smce blrth, and I am a wreck 
I feel as though I am forty Dear Mrs Sanger, ~f you 
can't help me can you tell me of some B ~ r t h  Control 
clmc I worry from month to month afrald that I may 
b em the famlly way Please answer my letter and tell 
me ~f you can help me 

Mother of Fzve at 20 
Ilhno~s 

I have read your book through a f r~end of mlnc, 
"Woman and the New Race" I am a woman twenty 
years old and have four children, and am In the fam~ly 
way w ~ t h  the fifth one, and am awful a f r a ~ d  My hus- 
band 1s an awful dnnker and please wnte and adv~se me 
what to do and how t o  avo~d concept~on I am always 
s ~ c k  and the children are all s ~ c k  too so please help mc 

Three and Pregnant 
Kentucky 

Please excuse me for w n t ~ n g  but I just can't help ~t 
because I know you are the only one that can help me 

See page ST8 
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I am 21 years old and have three ch~ldren, the oldest 1s 
SIX years and the baby 19 months and am that way two 
months I thmk ~f I had had your help before, I would 
not be that way now, but I hope you mll answer t h ~ s  
letter to help me In the future 

Broken Down 
Arlzona 

I ordered one of jour books, "Woman and the New 
Race" about 4 years ago, and I thought when I ordered 
the book that I was gettlng a "preventlve" or a "pre- 
vcntlon of concept~on" but I d~dn't, and up to now I 
couldn't find what I mostly long for I am only 24 
years old and have 5 chlldren and the oldest 1s only 5 
and the youngest one 9 months old, and I am gettlng 
broke down In health and ~t 1s all I can do t o  take care 
of what I have and I have t o  do all of the work myself 
as we aren't able to h ~ r e  any help So please ~f you 
want to help me I m11 be a thousand t~mes thankful 

Four Births, One Livtng Child 
Texas 

I have read )our lnterestlng artlcles in "Hollanda" on 
subject of Birth Control and would hke very much to 
have your BIRTH CONTBOL REVIEW, provlded lt pves pre- 
ventlons of concelnng wh~ch ss safe, a t  once I am a 
young girl, age 22, and have been marned four years 
and mthm these years I have been pregnant four t~mes 
and out of four I have a dear baby prl whlch was our 
first-loosmg others a t  ages of 6 weeks, 3 months and 
2 months (m~scarnages)-and am not strong a t  all My 
husband 1s young also and ~t 1s hard for us havmg doctor 
bdls to pay and also my poor health bars our way to 
enJoy good tlmes 

Weaker with Each Bwth 
North Dakota 

I have heard about your book, "Woman and the New 
Race" In some magazme, so I thought I would wnte and 
see ~f you can help me out in any way My oldest baby 
1s one year and five months old, one dead, and now I ml1 
soon have my t h ~ r d  baby I get weaker each tlme I 
have a baby and the doctor says I won't stand ~t very 
long I marned when I was 18 and now I'm 20 years 
old So please help me 

Porn and Sickly 
Massachusetts 

After readlng some letters In the BIBTH CONTEOL RE- 
VIEW, I fear I need the same advlce as those poor women 
It 1s not even two years I am marned and to thlnk that 
I have to suffer so much makes me regret bang marr~ed 
I bad my baby r ~ g h t  away and had two mlscarnages of 
three months My mother had eleven chldren, and ~f she 

were to get marned agaln I belleve that she would be 
just as ~gnorant and I am trylng to do everything I can 
now that I am young, as I am delcate, we~gh~ng only 
95 pounds, and am st111 In a run down condlt~on Soon 
after my first baby, I was forced to send my furmture 
back, as ~t was bought on the ~nstallment plan and I 
had to go back t o  my mother as my husband couldn't 
find work Now we have to start all over agaln worklng 
together, wh~le my poor mother takes care of the baby, 
untll we put up a new home, as we are st111 m debt, and 
I am asklng you thls questlon that 1s worrylng many poor 
weak women I just want a chance to work and get 
some money to start  wlth and then glve my baby a 
mother's care and take her out hke other mothers do, 
but I can't do t h ~ s  on only $18 00 a week as my husband 
works In a restaurant and they don't glve much pay be- 
cause of them meals It 1s already three days I am 
worklng and please, Mrs Sanger, tell me how to prevent 
havmg any more chlldren, because ~t 1s hard enough for 
the three of us t o  get along on my husband's pay Thls 
month, or rather the end of last month, I was rather 
scared and told a ne~ghbor She gave me some herbs 
that made me slck and I am a f r a ~ d  to take any more, 
although they d ~ d  help me In the way I wanted Hopmp 
to hear from you, and I w111 be very grateful to you ~f 
you wll help 

Can Afford No More 
Mamc 

I hope you m11 pardon me for askmg your help, but 
I feel sure that you can help me I am only e~ghteen 
years of age and the mother of two babes, both boys, 
the oldest 1s fourteen months and the baby 1s seven weeks 
old I am very slck and run down whlle pregnant, I also 
have a hard t m e  a t  b~r th ,  havlng to have the h~ghest 
instruments Each month when I come around I expect 
~t to be the last tlme My youngest baby 1s very fussy 
and I tlre easlly so my work 1s neglected most of the 
time I have one of your books whlch I am going to let 
my two s~sters read I wlsh ~f you can help me, you 
would, for I do not msh to brmg any more chddren into 
the world to suffer My husband is just a day laborer 
HIS wages are not very large and we have to pay rent 
and we cannot afford to have any more chddren If you 
wlll help me I will gladly tell others of your good work 
that they mlght get help when they need ~t 

A Father Asks He@ 
Cahfoma 

I am poor, not able to support a large famlly I have 
a mfe twenty years of age She 18 the mother of two 
ch~ldren, a boy and a gd,  only a year between them 
W ~ l l  you please pve  me the lnformat~on you have ob- 
tamed on B ~ r t h  Control 



The Best Beloved 
W o w  S h a l l  T h e y  

DEAR CO-WORKERS 
W e  are all fam~liar wlth that gruesome, harrom- 

ing page ln T H E  REVIEW, whwh from time to tlme 
depicts so forcibly the crylng need for B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol information I t  1s mdeed an essential featule 
of  the paper However, there is another side The 
l~t t le  scrap o f  poor poetry, announcing the blrth of  
our second baby, four years after our first one, tells 
~ t s  own story 

Our first child, planned before we were married, 
has been such a constant source o f  unalloyed happi- 
ness that we thought we would hke to  have the 
other one come at the same time o f  the year Then 
birthdays are eleven days apart,-about as near as 
we could expect ~t 

I have been a Birth Controller smce I was ten 
years old, giving my  first lecture at that t ~ m e  to  
m y  father who then had seven children, and they 
were still comng W e  are most emphatlcaUy not 
race sulcld~sts but family hmitat~omsts 

Happdy yours, 

A lcttle stranger h m  appeared wzthtn 
Our gates Thur pnncess haled, tnmted came 
The  dutzlled essence of troo lovers hopes 
I s  she Not  stork nor fay, god, w r  chance 
The  honor of her cntrodwtton c h m s  
A d o m y  couch, and robes, au~uted her 
Her hentage ts hedth, and love, en whrch 
She was comewed And Helen Ruth$ her m m e  

October 7, 1986 
M r  and Mrs Howard T Homung 

Come t o  U s ?  

B Y  C H A N C E '  

DEAR FRIEND 
I d ~ d  not want this last chdd Now I have ~t 

I love ~t hke the rest, but there must not be another 
to take the food from the mouths o f  those I have 
now -From a Mother's Letter 

U N W I S H E D  

T o  us you were a thzng of chance, 

Love dzd not cd l  you, 

A sudden g u t  of  passton storred 

Upon a restless mght- 

I t  caught your sprat from on hrgh 

And thus you came 

And Oh! W e  love y m  so 

Now you are here 

W e  would enfold y m  m out lwes 

W d h  d l  that heart can gtve- 

And yet that dear sweet smde 2dpm y w  fme 

Almost rebukes ua 

That you c a m  

U n m h e d  

ALICE T MIWULI 

The Sesqui - Centennial: Two Impressions 
A Woman's learn more about ~t Sometimes these people buy htera- 

ture and sap they m11 let us know thelr op~nzon One 

P one 1s a t  all &sheartend by the progrcss of the mlnlster, who he was w n t W  a book, bought a COPY 

B ~ r t h  Control movement, a day at the booth a t  tl-e 
of "Woman and the New Race" to get a new vlewpo~nt 

Sesqu~ mll prove lllumlnatlng Some days, of course, A httle nurse from a dlstant 'lty says the booth 
calls the needs of a patlent she has just cared for Ths 

are more encouragmg than others Doctors, nurses, ~ a t ~ e n t .  mother of several cNdren, has lus t  pulled 
aoclal workers, college professors and m d e b  varglng &rough a very Benous illness  noth her aould 

professions show interest and express approval Some be exceedmgly dangerous t o  her hfe The nuree would 
doubt the efflcacy of the movement but are mlhng t o  hke hterature, "But please put ~t in a plam wrapper" 
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A Cathollc woman disapproves of the placards In thr 
booth They weren't fit for the eyes of yobng g d s ,  
especially that word "abort~on " 

Another woman has httle sympathy for the poor mth 
large fam~hes "Why do they have them? Because they 
are beasts, plam beasts''' But she thlnks ~t mcked to 
mterfere m t h  "God's W111" 

Many pass by wlth averted eyes, and when asked "Do 
you belleve In better chddrcn?" shake them heads for 
fear of comm~tt~ng themselves to some ~ndlscret~on But 
many more stop, take hterature, ask questions or express 
approval The people who slgn the r e p t e r  come from 
all parts of the Unlted States and some forelgn countnes, 
and thus our message 1s carr~ed fa r  and mde 

ELLA T BISSELL 

A Man's 

THE at t~tude of the people who pass the booth IS 

a very good lndlcatlon of them lntelllgence Almost 
everybody takes a look a t  the placards The great ma- 
~ o r ~ t y  accept l~tcrature that 1s offered them Some make 
jestlng remarks, a few schoolgds grggle But many 
people stop and study the placards, noddmg thew heads 
approvingly One man turns and says emphatically 
"Of course It's got to come" Another, from Ohlo, 
slgns the reester "I've got SIX chddren My w~fe's In 
good health and so are the children, but SIX 1s all we can 
take care of What'll I do?" 

The a n t ~ s  all brmg up the same old meanmgless 
phrases A self-satisfied lndlvldual mth a belligerent am 
starts an argument "It's contrary to the law of God" 
A passlng East Indlan, of swarthy complex~on, stops, 
hstena a whlle and joms In "Indla ~sn't over-populated 

The mlsery 1s all due to bad government The world w~ll  
never bc over-populated When there are enough people, 
populatlon growth m11 stop That's God plan " Much 
more of the same, lncludlng the argument that Texas 
alone could support tw~ce the populatlon of the Unlted 
States No, he had never been In Texas Desert? Oh, 
well, God would put the water there when ~t was needed 
You can't argue wlth these people who know just what 
God's plans and purposes are, and ~t's a rellef to turn 
to a blolog~st "Bahl" he says, "no ~ntelhgencel" 

"Here's somethmg for you, Doc," says one man to 
h ~ s  fnend, who looks over a t  us wlth Interest "Are you 
a physlclan?" "I'm a vet, but I can tell you we can 
gwe the medlcal doctors cards and spades when ~t comes 
to eugcnlc breedmg " 

A good many Cathollc slsters pass Most of them 
keep them eyes stralght ahead Some look askance a t  
the booth, others stop and examme nelghborlng exhlblts, 
wlth occas~onal sldelong glances a t  the Blrth Control 
booth, as though they would hke t o  look ~f they dared 
It's amuslng to see how many other people act the same 
way Plainly they are Interested and would hke to stop 
and talk, but are afrald ~t ~sn' t  qulte respectable Some 
pass by and then come back agaln and take another look, 
but hurry on In an embarrassed way ~f you t ry  t o  tall, 
to them 

It 1s all very ~ntcrestlng, and gwes a good cross-sect~on 
of human nature It 1s clear that Btrth Control 1s a 
subject that Interests all classes of people Most of them 
are sympathetic One's general lmpresslon 1s that a 
popular vote would show a majonty of a t  least 3 to 1 
In favor of Blrth Control The world does move after all 

An Opponent of Birth Control 

F ORTIFYING hlmself wlth an assumption of men- 
t~fic knowledge, Paul Popenoe has wntten a book* 

In whlch he makes a savage attack on Blrth Control 
The book purports to conslder famllg hfe from the blo- 
log~cal polnt of vlew, and Mr Popenoe seems to thmk 
that he 18 the first man who has ever taken hology Into 
account In wntmg of famlly relatlons It 1s not a men- 
t~fic book It conststs of a senes of dogmatlc announce- 
ments of the author's emotional convlctlons, put Into the 

Oo~usmatwn of the Fandg  by Paul Popenoe The Wdhams 
and WJklns Co , Baltimore 

form of dldactlc mstmct~on t o  the world, as to how to 
reform and conduct the famdy In ~ t s  mternal stmcturc 
and ~ t s  relatlons to soclety Mr  Popenoe reahzes thls 
dogmatlc attitude, and, In hls ~ntrodu~t lon,  he excuses ~t 
on the ground that "~f  an author should d~scuss fully 
every debatable polnt, and set forth adequately the evl- 
dence on whlch he has reached each of hts ~oncluslons, 
he would produce a cbaotlc encyclopema that would 
attract readers as llttle as ~t would pubhshers" 

The value of the book therefore depends entlrely on 
the fulness and accuracy of the author's knowledge and 



on h ~ s  fairness 1x1 a m n n g  a t  h ~ s  dogmatic conclus~ons 
A reasonable test 1s to take one sect~on and to see whether 
i t  measures up to the required standard of fa~rness and 
accuracy If the author shows himself prejud~ced and 
~gnorant  in regard t o  one aspect of h ~ s  subject, he IS 

under suspmon as t o  the remamder of hm book Let us 
test Mr  Popenoe by what he has t o  say concerxung 
B ~ r t h  Control 

The attack on the B ~ r t h  Control movement and on 
Mrs Sanger personally 18 funous and emot~onal Mr 
Popenoe has not troubled h~mself to read the hteraturc 
of the Amencan B ~ r t h  Control League, or to ascerta~n 
the personnel of ~ t s  Nat~onal Council and its most 
em~nent supporters If he had taken a careful glance 
a t  the Program of the Sixth International Conference, 
or had followed a few numbers of the BIRTH CONTROL 
REVIEW, ~t would have been mposs~ble for h ~ m  to make 
the assert~ons contamed 1x1 his book Is  ~t a sc~ent~fic 
attitude to attack under the influence of strong emot~on, 
In ent~re  Ignorance of the pol~c~es  and conduct of the 
movement attacked? 

Attack On the Movement 

The objections brought by Mr  Popenoe agamst thc 
B ~ r t h  Control movement are summed up  under five heads 
These are 

(1) "It IS a purely emotional production, an  appeal 
to sent~ment, based on mdmdual cases wntten up  in the 
style wh~ch Suffering Womanhood popularwed In descnb- 
Ing its symptoms to the late lamented Lydia E Pmkham " 

Surely Mr Popenoe ought not to attack a movement 
because ~t is "an emot~onal product~on " In  so domg he 
condemns h ~ s  own book and espec~ally the attack ~tself 
The BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW adm~ts the emot~onal char- 
acter of many of the letters prmted m its pages They 
are the natural and authent~c utterances of women t o  
whom B ~ r t h  Control is a matter of hfe or death, of hap- 
plness or mlsery Emot~on cannot be ehmmated from 
such pleas for a ~ d  and salvat~on But the whole B ~ r t h  
Control movement 1s not comprised m these letters 

(2) "It has no construct~ve program-not even a 
program of app l~ca t~on  It sslmply proposes to let down 
the bars Even the proponents a d m ~ t  that this mll do 
some harm, but they clam that the harm mll be more 
than counterbalanced by the resultmg good But 
why should there not be an intelhgent plan of act~on that 
would a t  least mlnlmlze ~f not wholly prevent this harm?" 

Why, we may ask In response, d d  Mr Popenoe not 
fam~lianze h~mself, before wntmg, mth the program of 
the Amencan Birth Control League, mth ~ t s  demand for 
legmlat~on wh~ch shall perm~t  B ~ r t h  Control instmct~on 
~n clmm by respons~ble medlcal men and women, mth  
~ t s  work ~n promotmg the estahhshment of such chmcs 
where the law pernuts them to exlst Surely he mght  
have dlscovered that there 1s a defhte  and constructwe 

Bzi th Control R m w  

program for an  mtelhgent plan of ac t~on  wh~ch mll tend 
to mlmmize any enls that m~ght  result from a promscu- 
ous spread of more or less accurate and rehable B ~ r t h  
Control mformat~on 

(3) "The B ~ r t h  Control propaganda has been pushed 
mth a reckless msregard for b~ology and for science ~n 
general, and largely by persons who have no acquamtance 
mth sclence, and seermngly no des~re to become acqulunted 
Wlth lt " 

Our Snentzfic Bachng 

Of course, Mr  Popenoe may clam t o  have a monopol\ 
of sc~entific knowledge, and therefore a movement wh~ch 
does not ~nclude h m  may be cons~dered devo~d of any 
understanding But the world In general may be im- 
pressed by the fact that Pres~dent L ~ t t l e  of the Un~vers~ty 
of Michlgan stands h ~ g h  in the ranks of b~olog~sts, and 
that he 1s not only a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Amencan B ~ r t h  Control League, but also Pres~dent 
of the International Federation of B ~ r t h  Control Leagues 
wh~ch IS promotmg a World Populat~on Conference, to 
be held next year Mr Popenoe 1s concerned about the 
effect of B ~ r t h  Control on the famdy, the nat~on, the 
race and the world Surely he has read somethmg of 
what has been wntten on these vanous aspects by those 
doughty advocates of the B ~ r t h  Control movement, Pro- 
fessor East, Harold Cox, Raymond Pearl, Havelock Elhs, 
Frankhn H Hankms, Juhan Huxley, E W Macbnde, 
Wesley C Wtchell, E A Ross, and the many others 
whose art~cles are to be found in the BIRTH CONTROL 
R ~ v m w ,  and in the other literature ~ssued by the Amer- 
lean Birth Control League Moreover, Mr Popenoe 
seems to thmk that he 1s the first to have been struck 
by the fact that B ~ r t h  Control needs to be internat~onal 
It mll be news to h ~ m  to learn that there are movements 
for B ~ r t h  Control, lnst~gated by Margaret Sanger, ac- 
t~vely going on in both Chma and Japan, and that there 
IS hardly a c~v~hzed country that has not been touched 
by educational work for B ~ r t h  Control 

(4) "The B ~ r t h  Control propaganda has been pushed 
mth  utter msregard for popular psychology It has 
been procatwe and vulgar where ~t should have been 
subtle and persuasive If it had been handled d~fferently, 
success might have been expected before t h ~ s "  

Publec Sentment 

Thm IS an amazing statement, entmely mthout founda- 
t ~ o n  and lacking anyth~ng that could poss~bly be called 
sc~ent~fic If the enormous change that has come over 
soc~ety In regard to the dlscuss~on of B ~ r t h  Control 1s 
any measure of success, one only needs t o  contrast the 
a t t~ tude  of pubhc, press, platform and pulp~t,  and even 
of poht~cians and lepslatures, ten years ago and now to 
prompt one t o  ask Mr Popenoe why he should bel~ttle 
the progress already made 



(5) T h e  Blrth Control propaganda has been backed 
by no body of expenmental o r  s t a t ld~ca l  evldencc t o  sub- 
stantlate ~ t s  clams " 

We may well ask M r  Popenoe whether he has any body 
of statistical evldence wh~ch would prove Blrth Control 
t o  be undesirable or harmfuL He does not seem to be 
aware that the compihng of stat~stlcal evldence IS one of 
the ams  of the Amerlcan Blrth Control League, and that 
as rapidly as possible t h ~ s  evldence w~ll  be made ava~lable 
t o  the medxal profession 

The summary made from these accusations agalnst the 
Blrtb Control movement 1s mstmctwe and lnterestlng 
Mr  Popenoe wntes 

(1) -The present Blrth Control cult should be rcpu- 
dlated b j  all responsible people " 

But why? If sll the accusations brought agalnst ~t 
are falee? 

(2) “Effective measures should be adopted t o  make 
hnowkdge concerning fam~ly hmltat~on available to those 
who want ~ t ,  through the chmcs for marnage and parent- 
hood. Here such scanty scientific mnformat~on as 
1s arallable concemng contraceptlon could be pven 

and warnlng agalnst the harmful pract~ces recom- 
mended b j  the professional Blrth Controllers " 

If  the last sentence 1s not hbel, ~t IS pretty close t o  
~t The rest of the recommendation 1s for somethng that 
1s already being csrned out under sc~ent~fic and medmd 
ansplcea, by those same Blrth Controllers, whom Mr  
Popenoe would suppress, m order that he may take up 
t h a r  plans and pohc~es and clam the successes that he 
denles tc them 

U ~ m t t z n g  Agreement 

In mme respects Mr Popenoe IS unmttingly and amus- 
mgly III agreement mth  the Amencan Blrth Control 
League. He  laments the lack of contraceptwe knowledge 
among physlclans but does not seem t o  be aware of the 
campalgn of educat~on that the League has been con- 
ductmg among the doctors He  advocates instruction 
In contraceptlon In the medmd colleges, and he also 
agrees mth  the League m behenng that phys~clans are 
not necessarily capable of deahng "mth the broader 
phases of farmly hm~tatlon" 

But the heanest condemnation of the Blrth controllers 
1s reserved by Mr  Popenoe for Mrs Sanger's a t t~ tude  In 
regard to eugemcs He  evldently beheves that the en- 
couragement of larger fam~hes among the supenor ele- 
ments of the population ought to be made a part  of the 
program of B ~ r t h  Control He  condemns Mrs Sanger's 
edltonal In the B~BTH COLTEOL REVIEW for June, 1925, 

In whlch she defined the Btrth Control program as  d ~ s -  
tmngulshed from the vague and impractical program of 
the Eugemsts He  evldently does not beheve, mth her, 
that ~t 1s "not mthm the provmce of our program to 
offer gratuitous advlce ta ~ntelhgent adults who have 
acheved control and dmect~on of them parental function, 
as to the number of chlldren they shall bnng Into the 
world " On the contrary, he 1s ready t o  mctate to such 
~ntelhgent people, and t o  Insist that  they have a t  least 
four children and In many cases more He  does not un- 
derstand that the Amencan Blrth Control League des~res 
to put the power of control ~ n t o  the hands of the mothers 
of the world, leavlng to them the responslblhty of uslng 
thls control nghtly and msely 

A n  Astomhang Statement 

Another assertion of Mr  Popenoe's 1s that "any and 
all methods of family hutation, however advantageous 
t o  the indmldual, work a certain and probably a senous 
detnment to the race" T h s  1s a sweepmg statement 
I s  ~t sclentlfic? What 1s h s  basls for ~ t ?  It IS supported, 
amazmgly enough, by the statement that "where there 
was httle control of conception, weak, 1nfert.de and feeble 
famhes produced, say one chdd, whde strong, fertde, 
longhved parents produced, say, ten chlldren " The m- 
troduct~on of the words fertde and mfertde, may save 
this statement from utter n & d e  But why rntroduce 
these words? It 1s a well-known and unfortunate fact 
that weakness and feebleness both of rmnd and body are 
frequently associated mth  great fertlhty, and that tt a 
not the best parents that have the largest famlhes Such 
an argument to support h ~ s  statement that famlly h m ~ t a  
tlon 1s detrimental to the natlon shows how hard pushed 
Mr  Popenoe has been t o  produce h s  case agalnst the 
Blrth Control movement It also shows that hls book 
1s t o  be accepted only as the expression of hls personal 
oplmons, strongly tlnged by hls emotions, and not In any 
way as an  authontatlve treat~se based on adequate men- 
tlfic research 

It would be a work of supcrerogat~on to take any notlce 
of Mr Popenoe's attack on the work of the Amencan 
Blrth Control League, were ~t not that ~t 1s typ~ca l  of 
the attitude of vanous wnters and, m them own domam, 
thinkers towards the movement The work of the League 
1s before the world We ask only mvestlgat~on and some 
bas~s  of knowledge before attacks are made Pam argu- 
ments we are always ready to meet But there IS no 
excuse for puttmng Into pnn t  statements concerning our 
work and program that have no basis of truth and that 
are the product of Ignorant, emot~onal rmsunderstandmg 
- 

In the Eugmwr Rmlam (England) for July, 1926, page 145, 
Dean Inge quotes Mrs Sangers ed~torinl as the 6nal word on 
this subject 



Book Reviews 

Birth Control Ranem 

C H I L D  MARRIAGES, by Mary E R~chmond and Fred 
Hall  Russel Sage Foundat~on,  N Y $1 50 

I t  IS a common delus~on of the modern mmd tha t  ~f 
an j t hmg  IS wrong w ~ t h  the soc~al  f a b r ~ c  ~t may lmmc- 
d~a t c ly  be set s t r a ~ g h t  by passmg a law T h ~ s  is, alas, 
not  true, slnce no one (espec~ally no one under t h ~ r t y )  
was ever made good by a legal enactment Yet there are 
some reforms tha t  cannot w a ~ t ,  and two well-known au- 
t h o n t ~ e s  on these and related subjects, have recently col- 
laborated In p u t t ~ n g  forth a small volume on a largc 
subject-"Chrld Marnage," In wh~ch 1s shown the lmme- 
&ate necess~ty of d r a s t ~ c  l eg~s l a t~on  for  the protect~on 
of a large group of young Amencans 

Accordmg t o  the Census of 1920, there were 12,834 
mar r~ed  g r l s  fifteen years old a t  the time the Census was 
taken, wlth 6,554 under fifteen, a total  of 18,388 g ~ r l s  
under wxteen bound legally t o  husbands e ~ t h e r  much 
older than themselves o r  equally rmmature and unfit for  
the respons~biht~es of marrled l ~ f e  The  same Census 
takes note of 825 female ch~ldren "of fifteen o r  under" 
who are  wdowed or  dworced There 1s poss~bly some con- 
ncc t~on here m t h  the &vorce e v ~ l  A t  any rate, IS mar- 
nage  contracted hastlly by ~mmature  persons calculated 
t o  ensure the future happiness and s t a b h t y  of our Amer- 
lcan homes? 

Wha t  can you do about ~ t ?  Read "Chnld Marnoge" 
and see 

V R Y 

POPULATION PROBLEMS I N  THE U N I T E D  
S T A T E S  AND CANADA E d ~ t e d  by LOUIS I 
Dublm Boston, Houghton M~ff l~n  Company, 1926, 
$4 00 

T H E S E  papers were many of them presented a t  the 
1924 meetmg of the Amencan S t a t ~ s t ~ c a l  Associat~on 

They have been many months In reach~ng the general 
pubhc, but  they are  not on t ha t  account any the less 
t~mely  They cover most phases of the populat~on ques- 
tlon In re la t~on t o  natural resources, u rban~zat~on,  imml- 
g r a t ~ o n ,  l a to r  supply, and the effects of the improvement 
of health and s a n ~ t a t ~ o n  The  papers a r e  of h ~ g h  and 
un~forrn excellence One notes m t h  regret the nearly 
complete absence of any treatment of the b~o log~ca l  as- 
pects of populat~on problems, for these are, af ter  all, 
the more fundamental 

T h ~ s  1s cspec~ally notable In the first essay In wh~ch 
there IS an  ev~dent  lack of a p p r e c ~ a t ~ o n  of present dys- 
genic tendenc~es rn the Amerrcan populat~on The  author 
makes a n  excellent pomt In shomng tha t  the present age 
&str~butron of our populatron, largely on account of 

imm~gratron, 1s favorable t o  a h ~ g h  b ~ r t h  ra te  and tha t  
In the future the change In age d ~ s t n b u t ~ o n  alone w~l l  
effect cons~derable decrease In t h ~ s  rate  But  here he 
ceases t o  be s t a t ~ s t ~ c ~ a n  and becomes the sent~mentalmng, 
ra t~onalmng,  mddle-class c ~ t ~ z e n  t rymg t o  look hopeful 
and preach the usual Amencan o p t ~ m ~ s m  He  sees 
nothmg to  worry about In the d~fferent~a l  character of 
American b ~ r t h  rates "There has always been a differ 
entral brrth rate  and a replacement of one group of people 
by another, equally good, from below" "Throughout 
all ages the leaders of mank~nd have come predommantly 
from homes wh~ch a t  first s ~ g h t  seemed most unpromlslng 
and commonplace" These statements have a certam 
supcrlic~al p l a u s ~ b ~ h t y  about them but  they a r e  ~ m p l ~ c ~ t l j  
false They are, moreover, advanced a s  support  for  an 
erroneous concept~on of democracy 

The  no t~on  t h a t  democracy means t ha t  one man rs a r  
good a s  another d ~ e s  hard There was recently pubhehecl 
the well-authent~cated story tha t  when Jefferson was 
asked what he meant when he s a ~ d  In the famous Declara- 
tron tha t  "All men are created equal," he rephed tha t  he 
really d~dn' t  know, but t ha t  the phrase sounded good 
Men are not equal In any sense, least of all In c m c  worth 
If democracy has any fundamental pnnclple ~t 18 tha t  
men should be gwen opportumty fo r  the full development 
fo their powers T h ~ s  could not mean the same oppor- 
t u n ~ t y  for all, because men d~ffer  grossly m them capacltv 
t o  utiLze opportunity D r  Dubhn vlrtually a d m ~ t s  all 
t h ~ s  when he says "If we control, o r  better yet en t~re ly  
check, the reproduct~on of the obviously unfit, we a r e  In 
no danger of r a c ~ a l  detenoratlon " 

But  one may ask "If there a re  'the obvlous l~  unfit, 
why are there not next t o  them the 'nearly unfit' and 
on up  through many grades t o  the d ~ s t ~ n c t l g  supenor?" 
Now unless one 1s t o  deny tha t  the law of hered~ty  tha t  
hke produces hke does not  apply t o  man he must admit 
t ha t  only superlor stocks can produce supenor mdivld- 
uals He  must also a d m ~ t  that, ~f these stocks die out, 
there w111 be a dearth of supenor i nd~v~dua l s  It 1s t rue 
tha t  most d~shngu~shed  men rlse from the ranks of "just 
plam folks" F o r  t h ~ s  we are thankful, and t h ~ s  IS t h  
justlficatron of the democrat~c phdosophy But  ~t 13 

equally true thaC d~s tmgu~shed parents produce d ~ s t ~ n -  
gu~shed offspnng many t ~ m e s  more frequently In propor- 
t ~ o n  t o  the numbers of t h e n  offspnng than und~st~ngulshed 
parents produce them Kar l  Pearson thlnks they do so 
twenty trmes a s  frequently But und~stmgu~shed parents 
a re  mynad, whde d~s tmgu~shed parents a re  few Not 
only so, but those strams In the populat~on wh~ch, though 
now undlstlngu~shed, have the p o t e n t ~ a l ~ t y  of produc~ng 
d ~ s t ~ n ~ u ~ s h e d  offspnng, a re  s tnc t ly  hm~ted  Dubhn 
vlrtually admrts thm when he mdrcates t ha t  some s t r a~na  
are  "obnously worthless " I n  other words, the resources 
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of the populat~on In potentla1 gemus are not unhm~ted 
But there never was a t m e  durmg many centuries when 
these resources were bemg so rap~dly drawn upon The 
urbanlzat~on of hfc IS dramng talent from far and near 
and largely stenbzmg ~t 

T h ~ s  16 rcally the cmc~a l  problem of modern popula- 
t~on ,  and t h ~ s  book ather  wholly neglects ~t or puts ~t In 
wrong perspcctne Moreover, t h ~ s  constitutes one of the 
bas~c arguments for a statesmanhke handhng of Bwth 
Control The successful classes have about as effectwe 
control methods as are good for them But they w~ll  
not gme up the use of such methods for any reasons that 
are now In s ~ g h t  The proport~on of able leaders m11, 
therefore, soon become too small unless we can effect~vely 
check the rates of mult~phcat~on of the lower half of the 
populat~on. Dubl~n would "ent~rely check the reproduc- 
t ~ o n  of the obvrously unfit", why not also reduce the 
reproduct~on of the "nearly obv~ously unfit," and of the 
'8arely fit"? 

There 16 one further quest~on relatmg to quahty of 
populat~on ra~sed by D r  Holmes' o p t ~ m ~ s t ~ c  paper on 
the "Effect of the Health Movement on the Future Popu- 
l a t~on"  He makes a good pomt but one wh~ch needs 
further endence In shomng that med~c~ne and san~ta t~on  
have reduced selectwe deaths more fully than non-selec- 
twe But he follows t h ~ s  mth  the only part~ally t N e  
statement that, "It IS the l f ferent~al  b~rth-rate that 
counts In evolut~on " One may add that the hfferent~al 
death-rate 1s eauallv ~ m ~ o r t a n t  and thus brine out the - 
full truth that ~t 1s the net fert~hty,  o r  excess of b~r ths  
over deaths among d~fferent strams, that really counts 
The author's assumpt~ons a t  t h ~ s  pomt lead h ~ m  to en- 
t~rely  neglect the fact that great numbers of mdm~duals 
who otberwlse would not be able to reproduce a t  all are 
kept ahve by modern mcdmne and add an unwonted (and 
unwanted) quota to the next generat~on 

There are many other problems ra~sed by these essals 
on whrcn one would l ~ k e  to comment W ~ t h  reference to 
the qua1 t ~ t a t ~ v e  aspects suffice ~t to say that wh~le these 
stumer reveal axfew our immense natural resources they 
do not pomt t o  the p o s s ~ b ~ l ~ t y  of an ~ndefimte increase In 
populat~on, but rather to ~ t s  necessary h m ~ t a t ~ o n  ~f 
standards of l ~ f e  are to be ma~nta~ned 

F H HA& .I\S 

IDIOT MAN, Or the Follles of Mank~nd, bt Charlps 
R~chet New Yorh, Brentano's 

H I L E  pract~caffy a11 the prernlses upon aluch Prof 
W R  ~chc t  bases 111s fulmmat~ons aga~nst  m a n h d  ore 
obviously tme, yet thcrc IS superfic~al~ty about the worh 
that makes ~t unsatisfactory as  authentic cntmsm In 
deahng mth  human conduct, a ther  ~nd~ndual ly  or so- 
c~ally, ~t ls not only ~nev~table, but ent~rely proper, to 
p o d  out m~stakes and some of the folbes--\en Prof 
R~chet could not attempt to summarme them all-that 
retard the progress of mankmd But In pursumg t h ~ s  

Lour~e, then  should be some suggest~on of an alternatwt, 
a means by whlch some of the more pressmg obstacles 
may be overcome, and some of the more apparent errors 
corrected T h ~ s  can be done w~thout superlor preach- 
ments or offenswe ldactrcs The book under d~scuss~on 
has no hint of such mer~t  In fact, ~t 1s d~fficult to take 
the author senously, or perhaps D r  R~chet takes h~m-  
self too senously 

The human bang 1s an ~nfinltely complex bundle of 
emot~ons In an env~ronment of countless forces that are 
constantly actmg and rcactmg upon h ~ m  R~chet ap- 
pears to look upon the geluw homewhom he calls, In- 
c~dentally, homo stdtw s tup~d man-as ~f he were a 
s~mple mecharnsm, unhampered by an ~ncalculable hent- 
age of b~oloacal factors, mth two pla~nly labeled h~gh-  
ways before h~m, and taklng the wrong one out of sheer 
pervers~ty 

I t  should be unnecessary to tell Prof R~chet thts, as 
he was awarded the Nobel Pnze for phys~ology In 1913 
So the logical mference IS, after all, that m wntmg t h ~ s  
book he perm~tted h~mself a l~ t t l e  emot~onal spree as a 
rel~ef from h ~ s  exactmg scient~fic actmtws In  confirma- 
t ~ o n  of t h ~ s ,  we find that he does not hes~tate to class~fy 
h~mself as a homo stultus-md~catmg that Prof R~chet 
has a rommendable conststency, or a sense of humor, per- 
haps both 

WILLUX J FIELDILG 

Books Received 
FAR END, by May Smcla~r MacKllan, N Y $2 00 
HE~EDITY, by A Franklm Shull McGraw HIU Book 

Company, New York 
NORXAL PHYSICAL SIGLS, by Wyndham B Blanton 

C V Mosby Company, S t  LOUIS $2 50 
POPULATIO~ PROBLEMS OF THE AGE O P  ~ ~ L T I I U S ,  by 

C Talbot Gnffiths MacMdlan Company, New York 
LA LIBBE PENSEE ET LE PROBLEME DE LA NATALITE, 

bq Andre Lorulot E l t ~ o n  de la Revue, "L'Idee Lsbrc," 
Pans, 25 ccnt~mes 

YERAEI'S JUSTICE, by I ~ a n  Canhar Vanguard Press 
New York 

A CHILD IS BORN, by Raymonde Machard Translate3 
by Madeleme Boyd Cosmopol~tan Book Corporat~on, 
New York $2 00 

THE BOOK OF MARBUGE, ed~ted by Count Keyserlmg 
Harcourt, Brace & Company, New La.: 

THE ORIGIN OF THE KEXT WAR, by John Bakeless Thc 
1 ~ k m g  Press, New York $2 50 

MODEEV SCIENCE AND THE PEOPLE'S HEALTH, ed~ted 
by Bcnjamm C G ~ e n b e r g  W W Norton Company, 
Ncw York 

E u c ~ \ I c s ,  by A hf Carr-Saunders Henry Holt, Ncw 
York $1 00 

CO~CEENIVC WOMEA, by Sulanne La Follette A & C 
Born, New York $2 00 



Periodical Notes 
Goodhaw~kceprng (New York) Vera L Connolly 

In Let's Look a t  thc Home &scusses the perennial sub- 
ject of the modern adolescent She finds from mtervlews 
mth those who know youth best, that the general moral 
breakup of the war, combined mth a lack of parental 
understandlug, 1s the reason for the "stampede of youth " 
She does not find, hke a wnter m last month's Cosmopob 
#tan, that Btrth Control 1s makmg unchastity the order 
of the day among the younger generatlon She finds 
just the reverse, that increased ~llegtimacy 1s following 
the stampede in such proportions as to alarm many 
people As an example, Colonel Margaret H Bovlll, in 
charge of the fifteen Salvation Army Matemty Homes, 
told her that In these hospitals dunng the last year no 
less than 42 per cent of the cases were unmamed mothers 
whose ages averaged 16 years 

A t h t w  Monthly (Boston) James Truslow Adams 
also considers the morale of the younger generation I n  
Qur Dwrolang E t h a  he takes a broader vlew of ethcs 
than most who lscuss  t h ~ s  subject Besides the sphere 
of sex he takes m rehpon and standards of social and 
personal responslblhty He finds that the lssolutlon of 
our ethlcs was accomphshed by our own generation He 
holds the war In large part responsible, and he adds 
'What the younger generatlon may be called upon t o  
do may be to make the most rapld, far-reachmg and 
consciously ~ntelhgent readjustment of ethcal Ideas to 
social stmcture that the race has ever been called upon 
t o  make We of t h s  generatlon have sowed the mnd 
and ~t wdl be those of the younger generatlon who wlll 
be called upon to reap the whrlwlnd unless they can 
control i t  " He beheves they can 

J m d  of S o c d  H y g m e  (New York) The young 
g r l s  of whom Kate Burr Johnson wntes in her artlcle on 
P r o b h r  of Delvnquelrcy Among Gwb are not examples 
of the modem youth which 1s alarming ~ t s  elders by tak- 
mg the blt In ~ t s  teeth The adolescents who come to 
her as  comm~ss~oner of the North Carohna board of 
chantles arc the most helpless of all young creatures 
The g ~ r l s  she wntes of, brought up m an atmosphere 
of lgnorance and false shame, mthout equipment for self- 
defense agalnst men who trade upon then very Ignorance, 
are m many cases turned out and dnven upon the streets 
by them famlhes when misfortune befalls them What 
1s modern IU thls story of how the prostitute 1s created 
IS Mrs Johnson's fine attltude toward the vlctlrmzatlon 
ef young g d s  for faults that were not them own 

Snentrjic MontMy (New York) In  the October num- 
ber of t h s  monthly Professor Mazyck P Ravenel of the 
Umverslty of Mwsoun asks whether pubhc health work 
IS eugemc or dysgemc He  estmates the number of de- 
fectlves In the Umted States as between one and a half 
and two mllhon and questions whether ~t 1s desirable to 
save these to propagate their kmd He  questlons also 
whether ~t 1s worth whde to save the poor by huge ex- 
penltures from commumcable dmease, only t o  send them 
to be cut down by the thousand m war T o  both hls 
questlons he finds an answer in Birth Control, though 
he professes to fear that the better stratns may make 
too l~beral use of thls new conquest of natural forces 

Tnne (Cleveland) In  ~ t s  lssue of November 1, t h o  
weekly puts the follomng words Into the mouth of Theo- 
dore Dreiser on h s  return from a visit to England 
"Amenca 1s curiously inweren t  to ~ t s  fate None of 
our newspapers dare to mscuss the Catholtc quc~tlom, the 
Negro questlon, the money power questlon or even the 
hquor questlon But wait till population mcrcncles to 
the bare subsistence level Then Amenca wdl meet her 
final test " A hke statement actually made, is quoted by 
A E Wlggam from Professor Wdham MacDougal of 
Haward on hls return from England He says "When 
I see Amenca, mth lnvlncible optimism, dancmg g d y  
down the road t o  destruction, I seem to be mtnesslng 
the greatest tragedy in the history of manlund" 

Wasp (San Pranclsco) T o  ~ t s  mld-monthly number 
for September D r  Percy Clark contnbutes an artlcle on 
"The Church and Birth Control " Of the Roman Catho- 
hc Church he says that it IS carrying on a rear-guard 
actlon in defeat, and that its pollcy toward Blrth Control 
1s the same as  that which agalnst other causes ~t has 
carned on "for hundreds of years, seeklng to keep the 
bulk of the people In ignorance and superstition, because 
only under such conltlons could they be controlled" 

Work3 (New York) I n  a Sunday e l t lon  Henry F 
Pnngle tells something of the o n g n s  and family Me of 
"boy bandits," the young gunmen of New York Exam- 
]nation of pohce blotters for arrests of young men of 
t h s  type made ~t possible t o  trace them almost mthout 
exception to gloomy insanltnry tenements, t o  homes 

where hved, says Mr Pnngle, "too many people * Out 
of this mob the boys only escape was Into the "adventnre" 

See November B ~ T H  Conmor R E V ~ W ,  pnge S47 of cnme 
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Letters from the Far East 
Calcutta, July 27, 1926 

In  your June number of the BIRTH COATROL REVIEW 
you have referred t o  the Bombay B ~ r t h  Control League 
As you may not be aware about the extstence of a B ~ r t h  
Control Chmc under our ausplces we have much pleasure 
In sendmg you a copy of our pamphlet mth  ~nstruct~ons 
wh~ch we have been ~ssulng to those who are des~rous of 
knowmg these contracept~ve methods We also send 
herew~th a cuttmg from our advert~sements In the local 
dalhes for your k ~ n d  perusal 

We may say that the Chnlc of t h ~ s  kmd IS the only 
one so far  estabhsbed In Northern Indm and ~t has be- 
come very popular In a very short t ~ m e  In s p ~ t e  of great 
oppos~t~on 

As ~nternat~onal commun~catton IS des~rable to make 
a world-mde propaganda agamst ~nvlhous, unjustlable 
and unhypen~c fecund~ty we are puttlng ourselves In 
correspondence mth  you 

Our d~fficult~cs In I n h a  are very great The country 
IS very poor and a vast populat~on 1s steeped In ignorance 
and prejudice We lack funds to make headway In our 
propaganda work Help from you, ~f posable, In the 
shape of educat~onal hterature, etc,  mll always be wel- 
come and gratefully acknowledged 

Thankmg you m advance and feehng ourselves very 
thankful In commun~cat~ng mth you, we beg to remam 

Yours fa~thfully, 
S C SHAW, M D 

For Lytton & Co , Chem~sts 

Osaka, Japan 
Edstor, BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

The government returns for 1925 show that Japan 
has ~ncreased ~ t s  populat~on 875,385 ~n one year T h ~ s  
means a b~rthrate of 34 92 to the 1,000 ~nhab~tants  and 
the a d d ~ t ~ o n  of 130,000 people more than were added m 
1924 How do you thmk about t h ~ s  fact? Some would 
call ~t wonderful, but as for me, I don't know how our 
government or leadmg thmkers are gomg to meet our 
populat~on problem I have never heard them properly 
dtscuss thls problem Probably because they have no 
plan to propose I thmk Japan has four ways out 

F~rst-there IS emlgrat~on But there 1s no place to 
settle Second-mdustnahzat~on But our country has 
not enough matenals and cnp~tal Th~rd-war Thls 1s 
out of the quest~on to d~scuss because people know too 
well the results of the World War Fourth-and t h ~ s  
1s the one thmg to do m t h ~ s  c n t ~ c a l  age--Brth Control 
W~thout thla the Japanese m11 have no place to hve, all 
that hea before them IS starvat~on and death 

AS TO ONE OF OUR OPPONENTS 

The Evmng Worki'a appeal t o  the Bar Assocmt~ons 
to help reform cnmmal law by reformmng c r ~ m n a l  lawyers 
contmues to gam approval and support 

Through ~ t s  Execut~ve Comm~ttee, the Assoc~at~on of 
Grand Jurors, New York County, one of the most In- 
fluentla1 organ~zat~ons In the commumty, has formallj 
mdorsed the recent presentment of the August Grand 
Jury calhng for a curb on lawyers who dehberately ob- 
struct just~ce In defend~ng cnmmals The Grand Jurors 
have appo~nted a specla1 comm~ttee to watch cases In 
the courts 

Also the expected has happened. 
Assemblyman LOUIS A Cuv~lher, member of the Assem- 

bly Comm~ttee on the Judmary, denounces the whole 
move and professes to be "astounded that the D ~ s t n c t  
Attorney perm~tted the Grand Jury  presentment to leave 
the Grand Jury room " 

T h ~ s  1s the same Assemblyman LOUIS A Cuv~lher who, 
In the last leg~slatlve sesslon a t  Albany, threatened to 
h o c k  holes In the Baumes Cnme Bdls now law and rec- 
ogn~zed as the most ~mportant advance the State has 
yet made In the fight aga~nst  cnme 

T h ~ s  1s the same Assemblyman LOUIS A Cuv~lhcr who, 
whenever ~t 1s proposed to change cnm~nal  procedure for 
the greater protect~on of the commumty, always yelps 
a protest that the cnm~nal lawyer 1s bemg h~ndered In 
the d~scharge of h ~ s  "sacred duty t o  h ~ s  chent " 

T h ~ s  1s the same Assemblyman LOUIS A Cunlher whose 
presence, mth others hhe h~m, on a leg~slat~ve judlctary 
comm~ttee, const~tutes a standmg menace to effectwe rc- 
form of the admmstratlon of cnm~nal  law 

One of the best tnbutes a movement of t h ~ s  sort can 
have 1s the hosthty of Assemblyman LOUIS A Cuvllhcr 

-Eaawtg World ( N  Y ), Sept 11th 

SHALL W E  EMULATE T H E  FELINE? 

The art~cle about the lonely French w~dow and her 
forty-three cats In The World recently amused me 
so much that I sent ~t to a fnend In Cahforn~a Hc 
wrote 

"You recall your Frenchwoman whose two cats In- 
creased to forty-three In two years? I have deduced that 
In just a few months over ten years a t  that rate she m11 
have 218,505,216 cats ~n her two-room apartment and 
they w~ll we~gh over 500,000 tons I t  w~ll requlre a herd 
of 1,000,000 cows to supply them mth  mllk and the total 
resources of Armour & Co to keep meat on thew platters 
Them purrmg mll be cons~derably louder than the roar 
of Nlagara, and to keep them happy the ent~re  popula- 
t ~ o n  of New York C ~ t y  mll be needed to stroke them noses 
You had better warn her " 

My fnend ~ n s ~ s t s  h ~ s  deduct~ons are authent~c 

-L H THOBNE In the New York World 
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News 
UNITED STATES 

New York 

MONG recent visitors to headquarters of the A American Birth Control League was D r  S 
Tayui, a member of the Red Cross and attending 
physic~an of the Charity Hosp~tal  at Osaka, Japan 
D r  Tayui's specla1 mterest is preventive medlcine 
and his comment on conditions in Europe and the 
Orient was that most countries are mentally and 
physically ill and that the authorities are timid and 
mdifferent to the fundamental reasons for over- 
population H e  believes that the state should pro- 
hibit the reproduction of the unfit, that such a list 
should he publ~shed and that, parallel with this 
pronouncement of the state, should he offered in- 
ducements to the fit and healthy to beget fam~lies 
of four and five ch~ldren 

D r  T a y u ~  is deeply interested in the Inter- 
national Conference in 1927 and hopes to give a 
report on his work m Japan H e  visited our New 
York C h i c  to learn the techmque from D r  Stone 

Mrs Anne Kennedy, executive secretary of 
the American B ~ r t h  Control League, has 
been domg orgamzat~on work in the middle 
west She has met with members of the League in 
Syracuse, Cleveland and Detroit to discuss plans 
for local cl~nics From Chicago she reports that 
the four chn~cs of the Illinois League are doing 
splendid work and a fifth has just been opened, and 
in Milwaukee and Mmneapohs she finds excellent 
prospects for cl~nical work 

D r  James F Cooper returned to New Yolk 
toward the end of October and on the last day of 
the month he spoke before a group of thirty invited 
guests a t  the home of Mrs Sanger a t  Willow Lake 
Many of his hearers were members of the faculty 
or students of Vassar College Early in Novem- 
ber he addressed representatives of the New York 
League of Women Voters a t  the home of Mrs 
Richard Bilhngs, member of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the American B ~ r t h  Control League Hart-  
ford and Philadelphia were other engagements 
early in November and the middle of the month 
he spent in Vermont, going from there to the m~ddle 
west On November 26 he was back in New York, 
where he spoke a t  the Brownsville Labor Lyceum 
in Brooklyn, and, on December 11, before the 
Labor Temple Forum, Manhattan Other meet- 
mgs early in December were before medical meet- 
mgs a t  Springfield, Massachusetts, and at  Bridge- 
port, Connecticut 

Notes 
The meeting of social workers and nu r sa  at the 

Clinical Research Department of the American 
Birth Control League, wh~ch now after three years 
may be said to have become a regular annual fea- 
ture, was held on November loth, from 4 to  8 P M 
Over forty came to the conference Mrs Sanger 
was not able to speak, because of illness, but Doctor 
Stone gave an outl~ne of the results of the year's 
work, presenting the number of patients treated, 
relat~ons with soc~al and other agencies and follow- 
up work 

Many questions were asked and a general discus- 
sion followed D r  Stone's address Mrs Huse, 
from headquarters of the League, told of the fine 
results of D r  Cooper's last trip Dr Hedger ,  
Cllmcal Director of the Brooklyn Climul Research 
Department, spoke of plans for future work there 
Tea was served and an informal discuss~on fol- 
lowed 

Pennsylvama 
E S I D E S  meeting the exactmg demands of the 

Sesqu~centennial, wh~ch necess~tated the daily 
attendance a t  the Birth Control Booth m the Edu- 
cational Building mormng, noon and evening of 
two or three of their members, the Eastern Penn- 
sylvanla League held, on November 10, a large and 
successful meeting at  the home of Mrs Pope Yeat- 
man D r  Cooper was the prmcipal speaker 

The late summer and fall Elizabeth Grew spent 
organizing in eastern Pennsylvama and in Pitts- 
burg Sponsored by the Allegheny Bwth Control 
League, of whlch Mrs Horace Forbes Baker is 
president, Miss Grew spoke, on November 6, be- 
fore the College Club of Pittsburg 

N November 3 D r  Cooper was speaker a t  an 0 afternoon meeting of friends of Birth Con- 
trol, held at  the home of Mrs Robert Butler, 157 
N Tremont Street, Hartford I n  the evening he 
addressed a group of Hartford physicinns 

Ind~ana 

0 N the eveneing of November 22 D r  Cooper 
spoke before a doctors' meeting a t  Hammond 

N the course of his flylng trip to the midwestein I Great Lake states D r  Cooper stopped a t  Oak 
Park on the afternoon of November 22 to address 
the Nineteenth Century Worne~.'~ Club 
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Ml* 

T HE Woman's Club of Rlchmond held a debate 
on Birth Control October 26, Mrs J A Ed- 

wards conductmg the affirmatme slde 

New Jersey 
HE Union C ~ t y  Woman's Club has, according 

Tto press reports, endorsed sterlllzatlon and 
Ihrth Control Three Cathollc members are sald 
to have reslgned because of t h ~ s  actlon 

Oklahoma 
N h ~ s  return trlp to the east, Dr Cooper 0 stopped at  Lawton, Ardmore, McAIester and 

Oklahoma C ~ t y  (October 15 to 22), to address 
large audiences of physicians a t  meetmgs of the 
county med~cal societies 

Vermont 
T H E  third week in November D r  Cooper was in 

Vermont, where he spoke before medical so- 
cietles at  S t  Albans, Burlington, Middlebury, Rut- 
land and Brattleboro 

Wlscorunn 

0 N November 23 D r  Cooper was guest and 
speaker a t  a Students Forum luncheon a t  

Madlson 

ENGLAND 

w H E N  we went to press last month, we had 
not heard from the annual conference of the 

Labour Party, a t  Margate The Labour women 
asked, it wlll be remembered, not that the confer- 
ence endorse Blrth Control, but that ~t demand that 
contraceptive mformatlon be avadable at  Health 
Centres for those who do endorse and deslre ~t It 
was thls motlon that the Labour Par ty  Executives 
refused to allow on the agenda 

This dld not, however, prevent dlscuss~on a t  the 
conference which was introduced by Dora Russell, 
m the form of a motlon to refer the matter back 
to the executwe body Mrs Russell sa~d,  In speak- 
mg for her motlon, that the women In the trade 
union movement had a rlght to demand that the 
members of the parhmentary Labour Party 
should not vote in oppos~tion to thew decislon I f  
the conference dld not treat thls questlon as an or- 
ganized trade unlon, then the women would become 
t n  organxed trade unlon too Thls questlon was 
as important to the women as the seven-hour day 
was to the mrners Miss Dorothy Jewson seconded 
and s a d  that there was no questlon on wh~ch the 
women of the Labour Party felt so keenly 

The leader of the opposition was Ramsay Mc- 
Donald, who appealed to the women not to "dig a 

d l t .  between themselves and the men of the party" 
-as ~f the d~ t ch  were not dug as deep as the grave 
already by the men's three years' refusal to take 
actlon on B ~ r t h  Control On a vote Mrs Russell's 
motlon to refer the matter back passed by a small 
majonty Thls means that the men of the Labour 
Party have another year in which to dec~de whether 
thelr first loyalty IS to the Roman Cathohc labor 
vote, or to the women of the worklng class I t  1s 
a strlklng fact that the miners, whose large families 
are suffering from strike conditions voted with the 
women 

Another year has rolled cround and the Soclety 
for the Provision of Birth Control Clinics has IS- 
sued ~ t s  t h~ rd  report, whlch covers the twelve 
months endlng August 31,1926 The report shows 
that m addltlon to the ploneer centre a t  Walworth, 
the soclety has now eight centres, two In London, 
four m the provmces and two In Scotland Those 
in England are a t  Cambr~dge, Kenslngton, East 
London, Manchester and Salford, North Kensing- 
ton and Wolverhampton, besldes a small one re- 
cently started and very much In demand at  Can- 
nock m the mlnmg distr~ct 

The number of cases advised prevlous to thls re- 
port were 5835, cases between September 1, 1925 
and August 31,1926,3,299-a total of 9134 women 
helped by the soclety 

It appears that those who beheved the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury not to be malterably opposed 
to Birth Control were mistaken To use the popu- 
lar expression, "He is, and he m ' t  " H e  does not 
he sald In the House of Lords-in opposing Lord 
Buckmaster's motion-belleve Birth Control to be 
"m ltself wrong or evil", but he does regard those 
who conduct clin~cs and endeavor to spread the 
knowledge of contraception "as a dangerous and 
harmful element In our social hfe " 

The Woman's Leader characterizes the Prim- 
ate's views as "nebulous In the extreme" "There 
is mconslstency here," remarks the Dazly Despatch 
(Manchester) m an editorla1 "It 1s because of 
lndetermmate att~tudes to great public quest~ons, 
a fondness for futlle theorlslng and a strange In- 
ability to grapple real~stlcally wlth the problems 
that are daily tormenting the average man and the 
average woman that the Church 1s belng cold- 
shouldered There is only one way to  secure the 
sympathy and allegiance of the young, or of any 
age-by frankness, courage, since~ity, and pmcti- 
cal leadership That is the test for the Church 
today " 

CHILE 
A C C O R D I N G  to a news Item from Santiago, 

more than 10,000 homeless chlldren roved the 
streets of that city durlng the last year These 
tattered walfs eked out a meager existence by beg- 
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gmg and made thew dom~c~les wherever opportu- 
nlty presented, sleepmg for the most part m door- 
ways 

The Item adds that a blll has been presented m 
the chamber of deput~es prov~dmg for orphanages 
to  be erected a t  publ~c expense 

JAPAN 
R O M  a correspondent we learn that in s p ~ t e  of 

Fthe unfr~endly attitude of the government there 
are now two Birth Control c h c s  m Tokyo and 
one has recently been opened a t  Osaka The Ch~na  
Press reports that two powerful Japanese papers, 
the Osaka Asahz and the Hochz, are devotlng much 
space to the populatlon problem 

Reuter's news servlce sends the followmg story 
from Osaka 

"There have been many su~cides recently omng to hard 
tunes and over-populat~on 

Feehng the pmch, a young man yesterday committed 
s u ~ c ~ d e  by takmg morphme, and he made h ~ s  three httle 
daughters aged mne, three and two, respectively, do hke- 
mse 

All &ed except the three-year-old gtrl 
It appears that the mother was out of the house a t  

the time 
The young man, a former Customs' 05cla1, left a letter 

wh~ch showed that he had been out of a job for some 
t ~ m e  and was unable to support his family" 

CHINA 
ROM the Chzna Press, pubhshed a t  Shangha~, 

Fcomes the following comment on recent actlon 
of the natlonal medlcal body 

"The Chma Med~cal Assoc~at~on's e~ghteenth blenn~al 
conference, wh~ch has just opened a t  the Peking Union 
Med~cal College and wh~ch 1s being largely attended by 
Ch~nese and forelgn delegates from all parts of the coun- 
try, 1s a noteworthy event In that the pnnc~pa l  emphasls 
1s bemg laid on public health problems In Chma, In whch 
regard ~t IS expected that important recommendations 
wdl be made In  t h ~ s  connection, the ~nclus~on of B ~ r t h  
Control among the subjects being discussed IS to be 
read~ly welcomed, for there is no gainsaymg that much 
of the economlc mlsery prevalent In this country 1s d~rectly 
due t o  the over-population of Chma, so that, In vulgar 
parlance, there 1s not enough to go round B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol, of course, 1s anathema to some countnes with 
pecuhar trad~tions of their own, but the establishment 
of a Malthus~an Socletv In Chma for the propagat~on of 
the creed wh~ch Margaret Sanger and other courageous 
eouls have taken up mth such zeal IS hkely t o  confer on 
t h ~ s  country much more benefits than some of the Innu- 
merable soclet~es mth  high-soundmg t~t les  whose achieve- 
ments are m Inverse ratlo t o  them rantmgs 

It is to be hoped that the d~scusslon on B ~ r t h  

the newly created Department of Publlc Health 
m Chmese terntory 

A SOUTHERN VIEW 

"The task of the Amencan Blrth Control League In 
convertmg popular scnt~ment to the school of thought 
i t  extols 1s beset w ~ t h  cons~derable difficulty T h ~ s  1s par- 
tlcularly true of the southern community, where the 
sparser populatlon has robbed the problem of ~ t s  collec- 
tive economlc s~gn~ficance and confined ~ t s  sociologtcal 
phase to a purely ~ndmduahstic path 

"Mark~ng as ~t does somethmg of the lme of mvergence 
between modem and fundamental convlct~ons on the rela- 
tlons of sclence and nature, ~t is but natural that Birth 
Control proponents should, in virgtn fields, encounter cer- 
tain deeply rooted and ingra~ned prejuhces Such en- 
mlty, however, has no more dnect beanng on the ments 
o r  dements of Blrth Control than t o  make necessary a 
careful and diplomatic campalgn of education In order 
to gam a foothold where the matter may be dec~ded mth- 
out b ~ a s  "-W~lmmgton (N C ) S t a r  

FROM NEW ENGLAND 

Problems that deal purely In terms of human bemgs are 
by far  the most ~rnmemate and ~mportant t o  our c ~ v l h a -  
t ~ o n  These are the problems of the b ~ r t h  rate, the death 
rate and the standard of hvmg In  the solvmg of these 
problems the factor of pnme importance is the unwersal 
power of the press In  encouragng d~scuss~on concernmg 
the problem of populat~on and evotut~on, the press is do- 
mg human~ty a d~stmct semce 

Populat~on, wh~ch so read~ly expands t o  overpopula- 
t~on ,  IS the serlous problem toward which man, however 
reluctant he may be t o  acknowledge ~ t ,  must &rect h ~ s  
attent~on And the b~t ter ly  c n t ~ c ~ z e d  remedy of B ~ r t h  
Control may yet be found to be the humane answer to 
this problem In  any case, discuss~on IS sure to bnng to  
hght whatever means of meetmg t h ~ s  problem man may 
be able to devise -Stamford (Conn ) Aduocate 

COMMENT FROM LONDON 

Man IS a gregarious animal He hkes to hve and work 
and play ~n company, and h ~ s  tendency IS always to say 
"The more the merner" But do we not know that h s  
inst~nct 1s exaggerated, and that for real well-being, for 
sohd comfort, and for effic~ency, there 1s nothmg hke 
elbow room? It IS an uncomfortable c ~ t y  where every 
room In every house is occup~ed and there IS compet~tlon 
for the a t t~cq and boxrooms It Ir an uncomfortable trade, 
as the mlners are dmcovenng to them cost, where the 
number of producers exceeds the demand for the product 
Yet we are encouraged t o  lncrease and multiply, to In- 
tenslfy the fierce competlt~on for standmg room only, and 
t o  beheve that, hke theatrical managers, we can only be 
happy when the "House Full" board is up -Tk Sta r  
(London) Control w111 be followed by ilctlon on the part of . 



"WHAT GOOD DOES IT DO?" 

After oU, what good were these settlement workers do- 
~ n g ?  Agaln and agam thls questton demanded an answer 

Somet~mes I went out mth MISS Cole, the nurse, t o  
v m t  her cases It was hard for me to Imagme anyth~ng 
more futlle than her smgle-handed struggle 

I remember espec~ally one v ~ s ~ t  I made wlth her It was 
the cnsls for me The case was a ch~ld-bmth There were 
SIX other ch~ldren, all In one unventilated room, lts slngle 
mndow looked out on a dark, choked amshaft, and the 
father was a drunkard I remember stttlng there, after 
the doctor had gone, holhng the next youngest baby on 
my knee, whde Wss  Cole was bathmg the puny newcomer 

"Can't you make h ~ m  stop c r p g  for a m~nute?" MISS 
Cole asked nervously 

"No," I sald wkh sudden rage "I can't I wouldn't 
~f I could Why shouldn't he cry? Why don't the other 
l~ t t l e  foole cry? Do you want them to laugh?" 

She stopped worklng mth the baby and offered me a 
flask of brandy from her bag But brandy was not what 
I wanted Of course I knew men sank to the very dwgs 
But I had never reahzed that some are born there 

When she had done a11 she could for the mother and 
ch~ld, Mlss Cole put her th~ngs back In the bag and we 
started home It was long after mdmght, but the streets 
were h l l  dm. 

"What good does it do?" I demanded vehemently "Oh, 
I know-you and the doctor saved the motheZs hfe- 
brought a new one mto the world and all that  But what 
good does ~t do? The chlld m11 he-lt was a prl-let's 
get down on our knees nght here and pray the gods that 
~t may &e soon-not grow up  to want and fear--and 
shame " Then I laughed "No, there's no use praylng 
She'll d ~ e  all nght  1 They'll begm feedmg her beer out of 
a can before she's weaned No Not that I don't beheve 
the mother wdl be able to nurse her She'll h e  of sk~mmed 
rmlk And ~f that don't do the tnck there's T B and 
several other thlngs for her t o  catch Oh, she'll h e  all 
nght  1 And next year there'll be another For  God's sake, 
what's the use? What good does ~t do?'' 
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"There eould be no  renter contribution to the morality 
of the world and to marrtal happiness than Birth Control" 

-W~LIAX AUKN Pmzr, M D ,  Pretdmnt of the 
Amonean Medtcd Awomatwm 1924-25 

"It is not a questlon of introducing nmong the poor 
an effort to prevent o rn s s~vc  chdd-bearing Such efforts 
are m ~ d e  all the time now I t  1s a questron of lntroducrng 
anfc and sane methods and of spreading nmong them the 
knowledae thmt such a Irmltatron of the numher of children 
is posalhle wrthout the r ~ s k  of death or Invalidism I t  i s  
a question of offering to the poor who need It most, the 
knowledpe and thr powrr whlrh has long been the posses- 
sion of those who need it leastw 

-Ar r c a  H~arnrnx, M D , Barnard Mmdicd S d o o l  ........ .. . . ............... . . ..... . .. 
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WORLD Y M C A F O R  SEX STUDY 
The best mmds of the Young Men's C h n s t ~ a n  Assoc~a- 

t ~ o n  are  t o  cons~der sex a s  well a s  rehgon F~f teen  hun- 
dred young men and boys of 40 nat~ons,  gathered a t  
Helsingfors, F~nland ,  a t  the world Y M C A conference, 
took a vote as  t o  the greatest human problems In need 
of d~scuss~on,  and sex received a p lu r a l~ ty  The  vote was 
made by groups, the e n t ~ r e  meetmg having been dmded 
Into 50 sections Twenty-five of the groups voted sex the 
most urgent of all human problems, thus putting ~t first 
on their agenda for  future dtscussions-San Francwco 
Dady N m 8  

B I R T H  CONTROL M E E T S  THE W O R L D  
(Contmued from pogo 371) 

thew own doubts-to see them thlnk through to 
the answer as they talked 

A woman deprecated the possible lmmoral use 
of Blrth Control measures "But after all" she 
added, "It's much better that such people should 
not have chlldren anyway That's the mam harm 
they do to soclety, isn't it-their havlng chlldren?" 

Sald a young man who was a factory worker 
"I suppose self control is the real answer But is 
it an answer? It's been tried a long tlme without 
any results to speak of and from what I know of 
the men I work with, ~t hasn't much chance of 
succeeding now any better than m the past " 

Such stories as these could be multiphed We 
have glven a case here and there among many thou- 
sands told us I n  five days the open one of a suc- 
cession of note books used as registers showed 200 
names, and t h ~ s  was far less than a tenth of those 
who stopped in that per~od During the four 
months the booth was open hundreds of books and 
pamphlets were sold and almost 50,000 pieces of 
free l~terature were given away-and free litera- 
ture was not handed out a t  random but only glven 
when it was deslred 

The American Birth Control League's booth 
was well taken care of every day of the exposltlon 
from late momng, when vlsltors began to come, 
tlll the Educational Bmldmg closed a t  mght Some 
who attended ~t were from other states, but the 
brunt of thls labor was done voluntardy by the 
Eastern Pennsylvama League, whose members 
were untiring m their devohon T o  Mrs Arthur 
Goldsmlth, who took charge of t h ~ s  act~vlty of the 
Pennsylvania group, spec~al thanks 1s due from 
the American Birth Control League, as well as to 
her able and devoted helpers Among these were 
D r  and Mrs Malcolm Blssell, Mrs Yelhn, Mrs 
Herman, Mrs Moorhouse, Mrs Jeanette Hughes, 
Mrs Ogden, Miss Pennypacker, MISS Mary Win- 
sor, Mrs Martin, Mrs Sutton, Mrs 3 Boyd and 
Mrs Cubberly 
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