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The Family of the Future—

What Brnash Wrnters and People Say of Buth Control

The Writers

From “MaRrIAGE IN 2026,” in the Daily News

“Famlies will be smaller and healthier The
experiments 1n wholesale parasiism of A D 1926 will have
demonstrated the shamelessness of wholesale procreation
amongst the poor Women will be spared the reactions
of too prolific child bearing

“The children themselves will reap the first harvest of
the change—n a home life that permits the attentions >f
mothers less harassed and burdened than now

“I am well aware of the older conditions under which
women laboured, and I know the lot of many who, after a
very brief ‘lying in,” returned to the mll or factory I knew
the factories of Belfast and Lancashire But these conditions
cannot recur—they were almost barbaric

“In 2026 1t will be equally barbaric to create children
for the parish to keep In selection the saner aspects of
eugenics will be regarded People will choose, as now, by
attraction, but 1t will be attractions restrained by the dictates
of health and heredity Epileptics and syphilitics will be
afraid to undertake the responsibilities of parenthood It
will be 2 criminal offence ”

—J A R Camns, JP

‘The practice of Birth Control (a thing thought too
horrible to be mentioned not 40 years ago and the mere advo
cacy of which was heavily punished, 1s already general (out
side the Catholic body) 1n all the fairly leisured classes, and
I make little doubt that 1t will be universal with the weekly
wage earners of the next few years

It 15 interesting to speculate on the effects of this upon
Europe as 2 whole, and the balance of population between
North and South, particularly in the case of Ireland The
economic independence of the individual from the family,
the separation of economic interests and responsibilities of the
woman and the man, already nearly complete, will follow
in its entirety There 15 no reason 1n the new scheme why
a man should be compelled to support his wife any more
than the wife her husband

—Hrare Berroc

The young should be taught methods of Brith Control,
50 as to msure that children shall only come when they are
wanted It should be recogrnized that, in the absence
of children, sexual relations are a purely private matter,
which does not concern either the state or the neighbors
Where there are children 1t 15 a mistake to suppose that 1t
1s to their nterest to make divorce very difficult
It 1s obvious that many forms of msconduct are more
fatal to married happiness than an occasional infidelity
Mascluine insistenece on a ¢child a year 1s the most fatal
of all

—BERTRAND RUSSELL 1n “What I Believe

The People

From “TuE FUuTure oF FaviLy LiFg,” 1n the Daily Herald

‘Those who are marrying today are sons and daughters,
brothers and sisters, of those who fought in the war Can
one blame them—seeing how every promise made to those
dear ones was nothing more than a scrap of paper—if they
say they are not going to bring little ones into the world,
who, when the time comes, may be taken as food for cannon?

The working class women of to day are getting more
enlightened They are waking up to the fact that there 1s
more 1mportant work for them to do for the present, work
which every right thinking woman should take part in—that
15, to find out why the thousands of children who are already
here have to suffer and starve through the tolly of a few

Tilbury —INDIGNANT

In my opinion the heart of the matter lies in the fact
that an increased desire for comfort always causes a decline
m the birth rate

Take my case I am 24, and employed on a rallway
My father married at 22, and had a family of seven He
never knew what 1t was to be comfortable in his home or to
have any life outside his datly toil (he was an engine fitter),
and his little house was so full of children that there was no
getting away from them

That sort of existence (you can’t call 1t anything more)
1s not for me, thank you At present I am far better off un-
married, and shall be for a long ttme When 1 do marry, I
shall want a wife to be a companion to me, not a drudge to
a lot of children

Almost all my friends think as I do 1n this matter
Early marnages and large families, where there 1s no pro-
vision for them, we consider foolish beyond words and often
crimnal

Swindon —CMB

Marriage does not imply large families and “*washed-
out” women—they are the result of ignorance Marrnage
does not even mmply a famuly at all It 1s a state whereby
two people are able to live together on terms of the closest
intimacy, and children should be the product of love and
marniage The number of children advisable 1s governed by
many factors, chief among them being the health of the
parents and their financial income

Most of the arguments I have read against Birth Con
trol are mere humbug and hypocrisy

—F CoLEman
Whate Street, Southall, Maiddlesex
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EDITORIAL

HE theme of editorial comment 1n the BrrTe

ConTrOL REVIEW several times during the last
year has been “Watch Italy,” for the acts and
utterances of Itahan officials have so evidently been
preparing the way for war on the ground of over-
population Now in Japan also, shut out like Italy
from free iImmgration there 1s growing up a propa-
ganda ant1-Birth Control and pro-war “for a place
in the sun” The anti-Birth Control propaganda
appears to be official, the pro-war does not, but it
emanates from very influential sources The
Laterary Dhgest quotes the denunciations of
America by Akiyama and Kawashina, two pub-
hasts of high rank who are leaders of this cause
Their purport 1s that “the Door of the World”
must be open to Japan’s teeming population The
key to the door to what spare room there may be
m the world 1s held by Amenca and 1t must be
wrested from her “For this purpose,” says Seijiro
Kawashima, “a war with America 1s a vital neces-
sity for Japan ”

In another Orental country we find a different
reaction to overpopulation, no impulse to fight for
hife with the rest of the world, but a quescent ac-
ceptance of oppression and hiving death On an-
other page we pubhsh a story from Helen Ward
Bromfield, a woman long resident in China, which
illustrates the tragic cheapness of Life there An-
other speciahist on Chimese conditions, Professor
C G Ditmer, speaking last summer at the Wil-
hamstown Conference pomted out two mteresting
and appalling facts about Chma First, he dis-
covered from repeated convérsations that Chinese
parents have often, through the amimal misery and
apathy of their hves, lost a sense of the close tie
of blood and spimt which we associate with the
family, that they often actually do not know the
number of therr children “The father,” says Pro-
fessor Dhtmer, “as often as not does not know how
many children have been born to hum and the

mother must be given time to figure 1t out ” This
evidence partly explams the situation described by
Mrs Bromfield

Quite as appalhng 1s the actual reahity i its
most brutal form, of the biclogical struggle for
existence m China Weak human beings do m fact
die off hike polywogs mn a pool As with the lower
ammals only a very small residue of the strongest
survive ‘This may sound, to those who do not think
deeply, as if 1t was all for the best But who are
these strong survivors, the backbone of China, who
are left? They are the fathers and mothers who do
not know the numbers and personalities of their
own children, whose whole being 1s so concentrated
on the individual struggle to hive that they have
lost those spintual ties with their own blood on the
basis of which civilization and social life developed
The Chinese have one of the oldest eivihzations 1n
the world and they have moral qualities which those
who know them best say the rest of the world might
well emulate Is this great race, through over-
population, to lose all this and gamn nothing but a
miserable hife for the “biological superiors?” For
even of these Professor Ditmer says, and his testi-
mony to their misery 1s borne out by Professor
Ellsworth Huntington and other specialists, that
“though not physically and mentally degenerated,
as a nation they are suffermmg from malnutrition ”

e,

HOUGH we have no intention of departing

from our policy of reserving the pages of the
Birta ConTROL REVIEW for constructive work, n
fairness to the readers of Dr Percy Clark’s radio
talk who would like to know what was said on the
other side we give editorially the substance of what
Father Bandim said In his main argument he de-
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nied the existence—he added “in the United States
at least”—of a problem of overpopulation now or
m the future IIe demed also that Birth Control
wauld have any bearing on the pioblems of wai,
labor or the food supply o1 that 1t would help raise
the stindard of Ining Incidentally he questioned
the importance of the standard of living, since he
held that “poverty, privation, hardships and phyvsi-
cal sufferings” are no mjury to the indnidual or
the race As the real basis of the Birth Control
movement he thus found none of those social condi-
tions which need mending, but hedonism pure and
simple He stated that the effect of Birth Control
mn practice would be to cause ster:lity and to destroy
mother love This 1s a fair presentation of Father
Bandint’s case His authorities were few and he
used practically no argument or proof, simpiv a
succession of extremely wordy dogmatic state-
ments, the answers to which are to be found n every
1issue of the BrrtH CoNTROL REVIEW For those
who know anything of the basis of the Birth Con-
trol movement there 1s no need to discuss further
his general line of argument There were, however,

one or two special points that are worth taking up
more fully

FTER denying that a decline in death rates
follows a dechne m birth rates, Father
Bandim added that, if it did “I question the ex-
pediency, the fairness, the consistency of a move-
ment to overload society with old men whose hfe
1s prolonged artificially and to keep the young away
from hfe”” This 1s a mstake that has been made
occasionally by other crities 1t 1s due to 1gnorance
or perhaps to unwillingness to recogmze the fact
that the health movement of today 1s not keeping
the senile alive It 15, on the one hand, preventing
mfant mortality, and on the other, staving off sen-
ihty—making a reahty, for the first time 1n history,
of a normal span of healthy and productive human
Ife It is pushing back the frontiers of old age as
a useless burden on society, and at the same time
it 1s keeping the young from premature death It
1s these two things, the prolongation of youth and
the carrving more children over the dangerous first
years of hfe and by the same act establishing n
them sound constitutions that make for long Ife,
which has raised our average span of hfe mn a little
over two generations from 38 to 58 In this matter
our opponents rush to conclusions It 1s not to their
mterest to look mto the real implications, and 1t s
to therr mterest to create a picture of a world of

Buth Contiol Review

tottering semhty from which hosts of healthy -
fant lives are excluded What the modern war on
disease and the prolongation of life, combined with
Birth Control, really mean 1s a race of “men like
gods,” started healthy and remaining healthy and
useful to the commumty until far on in years
“With Birth Control,” we say, for without Birth
Control as part of the health program the raising
of the average 1s nothing but a passing phenome-
non It cannot last unless the stream of life that
comes into the world 1s controlled Otherwise weak-
ness of the mother through exhaustion, a sickly
start in life and malnutrition of the race as a whole
will break down resistence to disease, and we shall
fall back mto our old condition of short lives and
miserable ones By a return to the birth rate and
the infant death rate of a generation ago the young
will be very effectually kept away from that Iife to
which the Father feels thev have a right

sl

UR conjecture last month in the news from
England as to the importance of the govern-

ment ruling on the right of medical officers at
health centers to give contraceptive advice appears
to have been correct High hopes were engendered
by this ruling, which was made 1n reply to an
enquiry by the Surrey County Council toward the
end of July The decision was a concession by the
Minstry of Health authorizing medical officers to
give this advice on health grounds only and the
W oman’s Leader pomts out in an October number
that opposition even to this restricted use of Birth
Control still prevents many centers from giving
this advice But two months 1s a short time and
with such orgamzations of women as are on the
alert in England to drive in this wedge prejudice
1s bound to break down before long, reinforced as
the women are by the action of the House of Lords
and the continuous campaign that 1s being carried
on to break down the opposition 1n the House of
Commons A recent visitor to England reports
that progress was marked also by the thrashing out
of the subject at the sessions of the All-Englsh
Conference of Matermity and Child Welfare The
main question at 1ssue was the danger that those
opposed to Birth Control would withdraw their
support from Health Centers giving contraceptive
advise and thus hamper the general work of the
centers Though this consideration prevented
definite action for Birth Control by the conference
the discussion was most fruitful both educationally

and 1n the support for Birth Control it brought
out
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A Chinese Industry

By HeLEN Warp BrOMFIELD

HE Chinese Republic came nto bemng m

1912, since which tune 1t has functicned moie
as a name than a reality With the proverbial
sweeping of the new broom, certun drastic reforms
and mnnovations were mtroduced It attacked one
of the oldest institutions 1 the realm by which a
large number of persons within 1ts borders derived
their Inehhood at the expense and suftering of
their less fortunate countrymen and women, and
from the perils of which no family and no district
were immune—Fkidnapmng

It 1s estimated that fifty thousand persons are
kidnapped annually in China, and of this number
perhaps four thousand are eventually returned to
their homes and restored to their family or village

Dealers mn Progeny

Ancestral worship and the egotistical rites per-
taining thereto are incentives for the perpetuation
of this nefarious traffic, irrespective of sex or social
condition Dealers or male children make the
acquamtance of childless or sonless Chinese, and
offer the suggestion that an heir would be a desir-
able thing, that the son be an adopted one 1s im-
material When foreigners first delved into the
customs of Chinese households they were astonished
to learn that numerous progeny were claimed by
the Imperial eunuchs These eunuchs were a power
during the reign of the old Empress, as such per-
sons have been favored with royal confidence and
authority from time immemorial It 1s the son who
performs the rites at the ancestral tablets, who pro-
pitiates the King of Hell when the patrmarch 1s
passed along to receive his final reward In ac-
quring sons for this purpose the purchase price
may range from a few dollars to many thousands
Children and even adults kidnapped m one part
of the country are transferred to remote hsiens and
communities where their language differs from that
of the locality to which they are transported, thus
lesseung the chance of recapture It 1s expedient
to dispose of a Cantonese north of the Yangtsze,
and to procure for the northern crop purchasers
who assure that they will be confined to the southern
provinces

Not always are boys sold for adoption They,
as well as the female population who fall into the
hands of these unscrupulous villains, may become
slaves, and hkewise inmates of brothels—unspeak-
able, but nevertheless true As the boys who were
seized from time to time to serve in the palace of

the Cingalese kings before the overthrow of the
Kandyan government bade good-bye to their homes
and their parents, so Chinese kidnapped and taken
from their friends are equally despairing of ever
agamn looking upon the scenes of their childhood

In Collusion wnth Famine

When famine stretches 1its gaunt hand over the
land they may be purchased for a handful of rice
with the parental blessing or its equivalent among
starving peasantry, with the security of danger
from arrest or apprehension regarding the tran-
saction Agents are sent into the stricken, over-
populated districts to acquire the most likely speci-
men, but with all the opportumty for obtaining at
mimimum expense children in excess of require-
ments, 1t has not eliminated the operations of the
crimially inchned who prefer to book orders and
make selections accordingly

In the majornty of cases, the brothel 1s the des-
tiny of the kidnapped girl or woman, though a
comely damsel of ten years or less may be pur-
chased as a concubine The customary slave-mar-
ket customs prevall The female offered for sale
1s minutely serutimzed and her good points noted,
whether she be surreptitiously brought to the no-
tice of a prospective purchaser or hawked by a go-
between or husband or parent from one house to
another

The Door of Hope

The efforts made to alleviate this appalling con-
dition have come principally from foreign sources
A wisit to the “Door of Hope” mn Chapel revealed
an mstitution of whose ramifications very httle 1s
known outside the immediate circle engaged m
mamtamming 1t It 1s ably superintended at the
present time by a capable lady—Miss Abercrom-
bie—whose devotion to these waifs surpasses all
understanding In 1901 the Door of Hope began
as a Rescue Work for Chinese girls, and since that
time some 3,500 of them have passed through ts
portals, older women as well seeking and receiving
assistance Quute recently it was decided to em-
brace 1n 1ts usefulness a department for small boys,
the urgent need for this becoming apparent in the
case of a little actor of six years, who was brought
to them for attention, suffering from bruises and
malnutrition The native magistrate turned hm
over to the care of the mstitution This small child
was a professional actor, and to convince the court
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of his ability and bona fide profession recited a play
hefore the audience 1n the court recom

The Shanghai Municipal Council, though n no
way obligated to contribute to charities mamtaned
in the native district, donates approximately one-
fifth of the $2,500 required to support this worthy
cause, while another fifth 15 derived from the m-
dustrial work performed by the inmates

There 15 a recetving home mn Foochow Road
which investigates children’s cases Fach has its
pathetic tale of sufferng and cruelty, of neglect
and starvation, of too many mouths to be fed
Girls from famme districts are hawked in Shanghai
for one Mexican dollar each Accompanying each
transfer 13 a legal deed of sale to the new owner,
whether the subject 1s a kidnapped child procured
to order or acquired by being hawked from brothel
to brothel by a former owner It 1s not by any
means a rare performance for a native woman to
wander along the native aity Bund (water-front)
leading by the hand a child of eight or ten years—
her daughter, she says—offering to any who cares
to purchase, or to take such children aboard river
steamers in an endeavor to interest members of the
foreign crew

Presumably not one in ten thousand cases of
cruelty find theirr way into erther the foreign or
vernacular press I have in mind a case occurrmg
two years ago—the sort that transpires with tragic
frequency but hittle publieity The wife of an em-
ployee of the Shanghai postal department had
punushed by burning a sohd mmprint with a hot
laundry 1ron into a slave-child’s thigh Dirty news-
paper was the only dressing the little one was able
to procure The woman recetved a sentence and
appealed to the higher court of Soochow, where
the judge most sensibly sustained the ruling Ths
child’s offence was the theft of food to appease her
hunger, another for the same “crime” was com-
pelled by her owner to cut off her own finger with
a chopper Beating to death 1s common among
slave children I quote from the Door of Hope
official reports only two mstances typcal of the

Burth Control Revew

evill which China today tolerates with the greatest
mdifference unless 1t affects the immediate famly
of a person of mfluence

“Recerving Home Number 2248 Only 27 years
of age She had seen her husband, who 1s a gambler,
sell their baby boy for $20, the girl of seven for
$30, and the eldest girl of ten to her mother-m-law
for $50 Then came her turn, and she was leased
to a brothel for a term of three years A. wisitor
took her to the Door of Hope The Mixed Court
magstrate freed her from further serfdom ”

“Kwe-Tung hved mn Szechuan province One
day, when she was twelve years old, having gone
out to buy some rice, 2 young woman met her and
offered to accompany and assist her Soon the
child found she was bemg led 1n the wrong direc-
tion and protested, but the woman succeeded n
getting her aboard a boat where there was another
kidnapped girl Together they travelled a month
unt:l Shangha was reached, and here Kwe-Iung’s
hfe of slavery began At first they treated her very
well There was another girl about her own age
on whom the mistress vented her outbursts until
she was beaten to death Other of our girls have
witnessed similar outrages After that Kwe-Tung
became the object of her fury She would put her
fingers in the girl’s mouth and stretch 1t until the
corners tore A scar remams to verfy this

“On three different occasions they tied her feet
and hands behind her and she was suspended face
downward The last time she was left so while the
famly went to a feast A kind-hearted servant told
a neighbor and the child was placed under police
protection The case was tried in Mixed Court, the
woman sentenced to a few months 1n prison and
the girl committed to the shelter of the foreign
Door of Hope ”

¥ifty thousand children kidnapped annually n
China! This 1s not a recitation of the past, of
Darkest Africa or Mediaeval Europe, but a con-
dition existing the year of Our Lord One Thousand
Nine Hundred and Twenty-six

Qe

Love has ever been bhghted by the comwng of chiddren before the real foundations of marrage have been
establsshed Quate assde from the snjustice done to the chsld who has been brought accsdently wnto the world, ths
{amentable fact emks snio mngnaficance when compared to the myustice snflcted by chance upon the young couple,
and the srreparable blow to thew love occassoned by premature or svoluntary parenthood.

In order that harmonsous and happy marriage may be established as the foundation for happy homes and the
adoent of happy and desired children, premature pareni-hood must be avosded Birth Control is the wmsirument by

whsch thss unsversal problem may be solved

—MagncareT SaNGER 1 “Happiness m Marniage
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The Church and the Scientific Standpoint

By Rev Kazs REfLaND

THERE are a few things I mught say which
I think are of fundamental importance mn this
as well as any other related and unrelated ques-
tions To begm with, there 1s a pitiful lack of sym-
pathy for the assured results of scientific knowledge
in every department in which we are commng mnto
the possession of that scientific knowledge I would
hke to lay down three prnciples that I thmk we
can all voice, and ought to voice on every occasion
where we have the opportunity Everything has a
natural history That 1s the first The second 1s
that the human race 1s a very young thing mtellec-
tually and spirtually Spiritually 1t 1s only just
being born If you consider the time that hfe may
be supposed to have been active m this umverse,
as anywhere, according to the biologists (who wall
permit us to speak m large figures) from sixty
million to six hundred mllion years, and you let
the hfe span of a man represent that tremendous
length of time, then intellectually we were born
about the day before yesterday, and spintually at
eleven o’clock yesterday forenoon Thirdly, I be-
lieve that 1t 1s absolutely 1mpossible to discuss any
great question before the minds of men today, with-
out the fundamental consideration of man as bio-
logical species ‘There has come a wonderful
change that few people appreciate without some-
thing more than casual observation and superficial
study, and that 15 what perhaps may be called a
change of changes The change has taken place
from the time when man himself was under the
control of what we call evolution, by which forces
you may, 1f you will, mean selection and variation,
to the time when he was graduated from the com-
plete control of these and other related forces, and
became a self-conscious bemng, somewhat 1n charge,
and increasingly m charge of the very continuing
force of evolution under which he was once m bond-
age
Man’s Control of Evolution

There 1s a great deal more 1n that statement than
I am able to make you see It opens up this whole
question m a very extraordinary way, and I, for
one, am unwilling to approach the question, or to
discuss 1it, except from the side of biology and such
assured results of scientific learning as it 1s possible
for one so poor 1n brains as I am to be possessed of
But the change from the time when man was under

the force of evolution, to the time which now 1s,
when he 1s beginning to feel lis power to control
certamn features of 1t, 1s one of the miracles of hio
logical science

There will be, and theie 1s, tremendous resistance
to the subject and to many other subjects God
save the mark! When a legislature of a Southern
State can pass a statute aganst the teaching of
evolution m the public schools, we feel hke getting
off the earth But that only serves as an 1llustration
of man’s foolishness persisting too long m a time
of possible intelligence There 1s an intellectual
resistance and curiously enough 1t takes this form,
that man 1s only too willing to resist any new light,
or any new knowledge, any new aspect, and excuses
himself for his mtellectual and spiritual and moral
laziness on the ground that 1t 1s better to leave these
things to the eternal purpose, to human nature, to
law, and to other things, and to God, and God only
knows what he means by God

The Prophet’s Dhscipline

Whenever people have arisen to bring down
certain practical elements from their vision, to work
their ways as best they can among men, whenever
people have looked over the heads of ther fellow-
men out to the distance and the future and trmed
to make life a bigger and a better thing by bringing
nto the common affairs of the daily round and com-
mon task improved methods and benefits and bless-
mngs, they bhave always had people say, “The
prophet is a fool and the man of the spirt 1s mad ™
But the prophet 1s the world’s wise man, and the
seer and the dreamer and the poet and the visionary
are the world’s college of wisdom

Every time the apostle of the new 1dea and the
better 1s on the defensive, but he must not lose
heart It has been the method all through the ages
of every great benefaction upon the brotherhood
of men, and we must go on until, with careful and
mtelligent and fine discipline, we find this matter,
as well as many other matters, to have grown from
a tume when we were on the defensive, as we are
m many things teday (including disease and 1diocy
and all the cham of ills from which humankind
suffer) through disciphne, to the control of our
own destiny *

* Address before the Sixth International Neo-Malthusian and
Birth Control Conference

e,
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Birth Control on the Air

By Percy Crarg, PHED
Part II

UR own Major-General John F O’Ryan has

satd  “Of all the circumstances which in-

volve man in dissatisfaction with his normal peace-

time existence there 1s perhaps none which exercises
so great an influence as overpopulation ”

From the purely political standpomnt our war
lords want a large population Napoleon, 1t 1s said,
defined the best woman m France as the one who
had the largest number of sons It 1s also said that
he defined those sons as cannon fodder Today
France 1s held up by some as the horrible example
of a country which practices Birth Control, be-
cause 1t 15 said to have a practically stationary pop-
ulation I cut a chppmng from a newspaper a few
days ago which give the real truth of the matter—
even though 1t happened to be 1n a newspaper (with
apologies to my newspaper friends)

HX: headlines were “French Birth Hoax Ex-

ploded 7 Official French birth and death rates,
published recently, confirm what has been previ-
ously ponted out that the French birth rate 1s not
exceptionally low It 1s virtually the same as that
in Great Britain and only about three points under
that in the Umted States The reason for the prac-
tically stationary population mn France 1s a death
rate which in the United States would be regarded
as both abnormally and scandalously hgh The
rate for the whole population 1s more than 50 per
cent above our own and the difference 1s even
greater n regard to the infant death rate This 1s
not due to any disadvantage of France as to chmate

Station KTAB,
Oakland, Calf

Gentlemen

We have histened to the discussion on Birth Control by
Prof Clark and Father Bandim Prof Clark has in our
case by far the best of the argument Why should, for
instance, a woman who has gone through a Cmsarian
operation hive 1n constant fear of conception and certain
death? The only remedy the doctors will give 15 as
always, operation If conception can be avoided, more
power to the American Birth Control League

Respectfully submitted,

Mzs. R Stuewes,
Rt 1, Box 46

Cualiforma Station K1 AB,
QOakland, Cahf

My dear KTAB

Your station will always receive the highest commenda-
tion from me for your open-mindedness in permitting the
discusston on Birth Control It 1s a great step forward
m the progress of civilization to give so large an audience
(many of whom would otherwise never learn anything
about 1t) the opportumty to hear this vital question
discussed

Like all other great movements, Birth Control has
much prejudice and oppositron to overcome and I deeply
admire the courage of those who assist this cause 1 spite
of the opposition of those who do not wish to acquire
knowledge

I deeply appreciate this opportumty to have heard
Prof Clark, though it was most difficult at the late mo-
ment to be able to histen in It was also most commend-
able that members of Oakland Lodge of Elks had the
opportumty to hear Prof Clark People are indeed be-
commg more fair minded

I wish to immed:ately subseribe to the Bmtr ConTROL
Review and lend my small efforts toward this movement
which will improve the quahty of the human race

KTAB, I thank you smcerely

Miverva L Warrs, DSC
Central Bank Bldg , Oakland, Cal

or other irremediable factors, 1t 15 due to lack of
proper samtation, to 1gnorance and superstition
Scientific investigators have known that this was
true of France for many years, but this 1s the first
time I have ever seen this truth publkely exhibited

SOCIALLY Birth Control 1s necessary for a
number of reasons First, 1t 1s necessary to off-
set the serious consequences of our modern, scienti-
fic escape from the law of natural selection Thou-
sands of physically and mentally defective persons
are kept alive today, because of modern medical
skill 'These hive to reproduce theirr kind, feeble-
minded, insane, at best generally mcompetent, all
too frequently criminal Many of them would not
do so 1f the means of preventing conception were
available A letter published in the August number
of the Brrra ConTroL REviEw, official organ of
the American Birth Control League, says
“I am a young man, 23 years old, marned three
years We have one baby girl two years old There
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1s another on the way which I did not wish to have
as I am an habitual drunkard Please tell me what
to do to stop drinking and Iive happy We do not
want to have children who would be like me, and I
am not rich and don’t earn much to have a big
famly >

BIRTH CONTROL 1s also necessary to pro-
mote the highest well-being of the mdividual

Birth Control means real control, having children
when they are wanted T H C Stevenson, one
of the world’s most capable vital statisticians, has
shown that an interval of 214 years between births
1s necessary to give the latest child the best chance
for life

It 1s only in families limited in number so that
each child may have something of a real mother’s
care and love and attention, and so hnmited that
the father can give them good food, and decent
clothing that the children have a chance of growing
up to be healthy, morally-minded members of so-
ciety

A chief of police of one of the bay cities said to
me mght before last that once we succeeded 1n get-
geting Birth Control established we would reduce
his police problems by at least half This will save
taxpayers millions of dollars each year in the state
of Calhforma alone Birth Control information
which would accomplish such an achievement would
be real economy

SOCIOLOGISTS and theologists alke agree
upon the proposition that our famuly hfe 1s the
very basis for our present civilization Birth Con-
trol 15 absolutely essential for the preservation of
our famuly Iife It 1s only by the use of modern
contraceptive methods that a man and woman
deeply 1n love with one another may hve together
mn comfort and happiness, enjoying a completely
adjusted life Any other method wiil, m the vast
majornty of cases, lead to 1ll health and infidelty,
and the final break-up of the famly
For a period of over two years I preached in the
Universalist denomination i which I am ordained
and during that pertod I learned the stories of many
people’s lives, and had 1t impressed upon my mmd
more than ever that Birth Control 1s essential
Without 1t both husband and wife live 1n con-
tinual fear of the possibihity of another child which
they will not be able to care for as they want to
This fear subjects them to nervous strains that
have serious results, sometimes leading to actual
msanity In the mldest form we have what doctors
call psycho-neuroses of one kind or another, a feel-
g of dread, a premomtion that something terrible
1s going to happen In another form 1t takes the
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outlet of severe irmtabihity A husband and wife
get into such a state that there 1s continual bicker-
mg, and fault finding and misunderstanding If
you will stop to think for an instant you will be able
to call to mind at least two or three such cases mn
your own experience, among your friends or ac-
quaintances Isn’t that so? This frequently leads
to the divoree court, and the break-up of the family

FROM the purely busmess point of view this

worry costs mullions in wasted payrolls Men
worrymg about famly affairs do not give therr
whole attention to their work Inefficiency results,
—costly mistakes and aceidents An engineer who,
because of nervous strain caused by family worries,
reacts a fraction of an instant too slowly, may
wreck a train and sacnifice scores of lives

Some people belhieve that 1t 1s possible to control
the natural desire for expression of the feeling of
love between a husband and wife Psychiatrists are
coming to understand more and more clearly that
this too 1s impossible, and the effect 1s substantially
the same as where both are oppressed by the fear
of the consequences of such expression Men of
such high standing as Havelock Ellis and Lord
Dawson in England and James F Cooper, Walter
F Robie, and Wilham Allen Pusey, a past pres:-
dent of the American Medical Association, 1n this
country, endorse the proposition that such an effort
to defeat the natural expression of one’s love for
another 1s injurious to physical and nervous health

URTHERMORE, 1t 1s entirely impractical
to do such a thing Ultimately 1t commonly
leads to infidelhity, with a tram of sericus conse-
quences, only one of which 1s divorce
Birth Control, then, 15 not wrong, 1t 1s compat-
ible with the highest and best in religion Further-
more, 1t 15 absolutely necessary from the economic
standpoint, to make 1t possible for our children and
our children’s children to live as we live today If

Radio Station KTAB,
Oakland, Calif

Listeming 1 often to above station specially to Mr
Phllips’ addresses, I have also followed the subject of
Birth Control I wish to state that I am strongly in
favor of the same

I would hke all those who do not recogmze the import-
ance would visit the asylums and prisons, not to speak of
many pitiful circumstances i poor large famhes ac-
credited to industnal slavery!

Progress 15 the treasure of human beings

JorN Lizr
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the population of the world 1s stabihzed at some-
thing approxmmating 1ts present number, we and
our descendants may go on hiving mm comfort for
countless generations If population continues to
expand as rapidly as it has in the past, 1t wall mean
ultimate exhaustion of the world’s resources 1n a
few generations, and then the population of the
world would decrease because of a great mcrease
in the death rate Politically Birth Control 1s abso-
lutely necessary if we are to eliminate the dread of
future devastating wars, the result of population
pressure Socually 1t will promote a higher and
finer type of morality, and will strengthen the bonds
of famly ties

AST but not least, 1t 1s the nght of every baby
brought mto this world fo be wanted, to come
to arms outstretched, eagerly awaiting 1t, not look-
mg forward with worry, wondering how this addi-
tional burden 1s to be borne, and dreading the real-
1zation that another baby means less for the three
or iour already demanding all that the mother and
father can supply
Pimard, a great French writer, has said, “We
procreate today as they did in the stone age All
of man’s other activties have been brought under
scientific study and control except the reproduction

Burth Control Review

of his own kind, the most important, most subhme
act in his whole hife Future ages will look back
aghast, with a kind of horror, at the reckless, blind
procreation of the present day ”

Y friends, 1t 1s far better to have children when
we want them, 1n such number as we can best
take care of them, at such interval between births as
will assure the child its best heritage of physical
and nervous strength The choice 1s for you to
make If you wish more information, write to the
headquarters of the American Birth Control
League, 104 Fifth Avenue, New York City
And now before 1 bid you good mght, 1t 1s alto-
gether fitting that I express my deep appreciation
of the courtesies Cahforma and its people have so
generously extended to me and my famuly, my
wife and two children Tomorrow we leave for the
east, but Califorma, 1ts beautiful scenery, 1ts cordial
and hosmtable people, and 1ts unsurpassed chimate
will dwell 1n our memory as long as hfe lasts 1
hope 1t will not be long before we return agan
The American Birth Control League wishes me
to thank Cahforma Station KTAB and the people
of Calhforma, whose hberal attitude, founded on
free speech as the cornerstone, has made this dis-
cussion possible

An Economist’s Case for Birth Control

By Franxk D Gramam, PED

BOUT a century ago the Rev T R Malthus
laid down ecertain principles of population
which have withstood, comparatively unscathed, the
fire of criticism to which they have ever since been
subjected It 1s true that Malthus put his propos:-
tions forward n rather too dogmatic form and that
some of his disciples have far surpassed theirr mas-
ter i this respect, but the pillars of his argument,
nevertheless, remam unshaken and they are the
basis of any economuc case for Birth Control 'The
essence of that argument 1s as follows
(1) All species, the human included, have a
power of reproducing their kind so great as to lead
m a few generations to an indefinite, almost to an
mfimte, multiphication of their numbers, provnided
sustenance can be found for so great an mcrease

(2) Sustenance cannot be ncreased in equal
degree This 1s due to the operation of what econo-
musts call the law of dimmshing returns, which
may be illustrated by ponting out that, while one
man can easily feed himself from the produce of an
acre of ground, 1t would be qute impossible for
ten thousand to do so Since the cultivable area
of the earth 1s a relatively fixed quantity, mcreas-
mg population means more people per acre, and,
other things being equal, a harder struggle for the
means of hife

(8) Unless, therefore, increase of population 1s
restricted by control of the birth rate, 1t will 1nevit-
ably be checked after not many generations by an
mcrease 1n the death rate, arising from the m-
ability of the population to continue such a surely
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losing struggle The choice then 15 between a re-
duced brrth rate and an mecreased death rate, the
former offering the possihility of preserving or at-
taming a fairly igh general standard of Iiving, and
the latter the certamnty of misery, squalor and de-
gradation as the standard 1s forced down by in-
creasing numbers to the level of bare subsistence

New Lands Exhausted

Such, 1n broad outline, 1s the general argument—
a word now for modifications Where new coun-
tries are being opened up, and in times of 1mmense
improvements n the productive arts, the world’s
population may, for a considerable period, increase
at the maximum rate physically possible without
necessarily lowering prevailing standards of hving,
even though 1t prevents them from rising There
was an approach to such a situation 1n some coun-
trmes in the era out of which we now seem to be
passing But 1t cannot contmue, since the discovery
of new lands s about over, their development 1s
well under way, and 1t 1s certainly not to be ex-
pected that new mventions will increase economic
productivity at the same rate as did those revolu-
tionary mventions which ushered in the age of ma-
chmery The situation 1s, 1n fact, not contrmung
The birth rate in the western European nations
and n our own 1s falling fast, and, as a connected
phenomenon, the death rate 1s moving down with
considerable rapidity also If this fall in the birth
rate were not occurring, we could look forward
with some confidence and no hittle dread to the time
when our standard of hiving would be redueed to
the former or, at least, the present level of India,
or China, or in fact of all old civihzations, where
an uncontrolled birth rate had its inevitable result
in a population which was prevented from growing
further only by famne, pestilence, infanticade, war
and a host of other evils Over and over agan,
Europe 1tself has been brought to a similar state,
until temporary relief came in devastating wars,
or n such pestilence as the Black Death, which
carried off a large part of the population and left
the survivors very much better off than they had
been before this ambiguous plague fell upon them
and their fellows
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Insufficiency of Self-Control

These things happened not because there was no
control of hirths 1n these societies, but that there
was not enough, nor of the right kind In prac-
tically all societies, births are controlled m some
degree by the social eustoms and mstitutions, the
modes of the group The institution of cehbacy,
the growth of respect for virginity and continence,
the tendency of men to postpone marriage until
wife and potential family can be adequately cared
for, the 1dealization of love both before and after
marriage, and many other social habits all operate
to keep the birth rate down But they all have one
serious defect, and that 1s that they are most effec-
tive in the strongest, most self-controlled and finest
members of society The upshot 1s a relatively low
irth rate m this group and a consequent tendency
(partly modified by a relatively low death rate
among the same peopie) towards gradual deter:-
oration mn the stuff of which society 1s composed
It 15 a selective process that works the wrong way
If the physical, mental and moral makeup of a so-
ciety 1s thus being gradually impaired, the eventual
economic degradation of that society will follow
about as surely, 1f not as quickly, as if the birth
rate were not curtailed at all This economic de-
gradation will reinforce any tendency there may
be toward physical, mental and moral dechne and
establish 2 vicious circle with cumulatively disas-
trous effects

A Program

What 1s needed 1s a low general birth rate with
a relatively high rate among the biologically su-
perior groups How this should be attempted s
perhaps an open question, but social workers who
have been brought mnto close contact with the
present misery, moral turpitude and crimmahty,
issuing as a direct result of conceptions uncon-
trolled in any way, and those who have a lively
appreciation of future consequences can scarcely
doubt that the state should at the least authorize,
conditional upon the assent of both parties to the
marriage, the protection of one party agamst the
results of the mcontinence of the other, an incon-
tinence which now has actual legal encouragement *

* Address before the New Jersey Birth Control League

sbhaf.

There 13 no measure which would do more to decrease
maternal and mfantile death and disease than the sub-
stitution of sound knowledge for the present ignorance
with 1ts attendant evils And there 1s no better way for
this knowledge to be given than at Health Centres —
Noeman Harre, CEM, M B

A spread of Birth Control among the less intelligent
would improve the world more than all other types of edu-
cation and reform Nothing can mmprove the condition
of the poor hike reducing their numbers through the spread
of same, moral and scientrfic Birth Control »—AiperT
Epwarp Wiccam
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ARE THESE FIT FATHERS!?

no power to control the birth rate

Should men bike these have children? Some of them provde food and clothing, but love and
hindness for thewr wives and children they have none Many turn agawmst thesr wwes during pregnency
and seem to detest thewr children Others do not even provide a bare liowmg, but drink up thewr wages—
when they work—bring disease upon the famdy, overnork thew wiwwes and even thewr hittle chaildren, and
make of life a mghimare whach leaves on the children’s grownng mands an wmpress that marks them for
lfe Yet in homes whach men bike these create the religron of the day decrees that the mother shall have

A “Close” Man

Vermont
I was always poor and when I marred it was the same
My husband was hardworking and tried his best and did
make a mce hiving 11 months after I married a baby
girl was born By then my husband made a pretty fair
salary He 1s naturally very, very close with his money
cven for necessities I could not begin to tell you how I
suffered when I was handicapped with my cinld Knowing
that I was tied down thus, my husband started to go out
alone not wishing to be bothered with a baby I suffered
agony For fully 8 years I suffered and I am beginmng
to open my eyes My baby 1s 4 years old and a Lttle 1ady
and so my husband does not neglect me as he used to, but
we have nothing Oh, my poor child' 1 cannot give her
so many things that she ought to have and I also am
deprived of a lot of things 5 months ago my husband
mvested s savings ($2,000) m a business The rest he
owes and some he borrowed I am his mam help He 1s
still very very close and I was not complaining but to my
utmost misery I became pregnant I am now in the fourth
month 1If T had not been poor and 1gnorant I could have
helped myself but 1t 1s too late Oh, what shall I do and
what can I do? Reahzing my conditron he 15 disgusted
and says what will we do, who will help out 1n the store
and the baby will drive customers away with its waihng
We hive 1n the rear of the store He says if he gets some-
one 1n the store he will leave on a trip Can you mmaginc
how I feel? IDnd you ever have a mihon Ib weight on
your heart? I hope not Please advise me I must die
or the child I can never stand 8 years or even months
of the former agony

“A Crab”

Delaware

I have 2 children one 7 and the other, a boy, will be a
year next month The first one 1s 2 girl T have had 2
miscarrages and I have been ailing for 4 months but the
physicians say I’m not pregnant It was either from cold
and exposure just before my time for menstruation and
I was nursing the baby and gave that up nght away and
started td fill myself with *poison drugs” not to please
myself but to please my husband as he says he’ll not have

any more children 1n the family He has all he can sup-
port Well I've done something, I menstruate all nght
but not natural and I do not feel good and just feel hike
doing something desperate at times When my first child
was born I asked the physician what to do and he did
not want to talk about it TEveryone else 1 asked just
said what helps ope won’t help anpother, try something
and 1if 1t 1s O K use that My mother 1s 1nsane, has been
for 23 years and I know that 1gnorance of sex problems
was the cause I was 7 years old when she was taken away
My father was a “crab,” plainly speaking, just like my
man and there was no hving with him, not even we two
sisters could hve with him  We had to leave him alone
and go and board I expect you have heard so many tales
of woe you are tired of hearing them but I wanted to make

it plam to you My hfe as young as I am 18 not all
peaches and cream

Abusiwve

Thhnos

T am 28 years old and the mother to be very scon of
my sixth child I am a farmer’s wife My husband 15 a
drunkard and so very abusive He tries to kill me and
beats at my door I have to hide the butcher and parmng
kmves and the guns He calls me the wilest things a
woman can be called before my children and threatens
my aged parents and I don’t dare tell the neighbors
They respect hhm He don’t say anything before them
I have so much work to do I raise garden enough for 7
or 8 people to eat all summer I canned 600 gquarts of
fruits last summer Always do I have to raise enough
chickens to eat, some to sell and enough to supply our
famly m eggs and help keep up the table I do all our
washing for our famnly and I have been injured whea my
first baby was born until I can hardly stand on my feet
and no one knows what I suffer We own 114 acres of
well-unproved corn belt land My father 1s well-to-do
He gave the land to me 1» my name but unknown to me
my brothers mortgaged 1t for $8,000 I have it thrown
mn my face how dishonest I am and what a har I am He
never trusts me an mnch and will ask the neighbors and
children questions to see if I am lymg I and my father
are security for several thousand dollars and he has no
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personal property but he ¢alls me a har and thief and
other names 50 times a day He says I am no wife if T
don’t hike the way he does, how can I help myself, and a
thousand other things I can’t please im no way, shape
or manner My baby will be born the last of Apnl I
don’t want 1t I can’t do justice to the little ones I have

Cruel and Intemperate
New York
My husband drinks heavily and does not prowide for
myself ard 2 httle boys which are 2 and 4 years old and
are very puny childrer I lost my baby which was very
dehicate, but 1f she could have had proper attention and
nourishment she might have lived I hoped at first the
good Lord had taken her to make her father see what a
hfe he was hving and causing his family to live, but he
didn’t change So I try not to greve after her for I know
how she would have suffered for necessities had she lived
I hive 1n constant dread of getting pregnant agam for
my husband 15 unspeakable cruel when I am pregnant I
have so many heartbreaking trals to go through during
the 9 mne months that my babies are nervous weaklings
when they arrive So I am begging you for advice to keep
me from bringing any more babies into poverty

A Drunkard

Pennsylvama

I was only a gir] of 18 years when I married I have
three children and marned only four years I am awfully
worried about my periods because my husband cannct
support them He works but spends 1t all in drink and
cards and when I tell him I must have some money he
beats me and tells me to get out of the house I would
go only I wouldn’t leave my children behind or if the baby
was only old enough and could walk I would go but before
I can raise them to come to that pomnt I find myself in
that condition again  Really I would rather die than have
any more children because I have a hard time to have
them and then my husband 1s a drunkard and a brute

Diseased
Ohio
I have 6 children, am 41 years old, have very poor
health, have reason to believe my husband has a venereal
disease He forces me to have intercourse whenever he
wishes and will use no contraceptive measures and I must
have help When I menstruate I remain 1n that condition
for 2 weeks at & time, then I have relief for one week and
then start all over agamm You can readily see what danger
I am constantly in of becoming pregnant agamn I am 1n
no shape physically to take care of the children I already
have, not to mention any more To all of my pleadings
my husband turns a deaf ear He beats me, curses me
and deserts us for weeks at a time when I refuse mter-
course I have begged hum to provide himself with such
protective measures as are available for men but he will
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not hsten He does not support us in a half decent fashion
and I do not feel that bringing more children into the
world to suffer such poverty 1s rght at all The place we
call home 1s only a hovel-—not nearly as comfortable as
most barns—bare floors, no furmture, cold and cheerless
Won’t you advise me what to do and do so quickly? My
husband has left me again, all for the stand I have taken,
and we are destitute ¥ must hive with im to get his sup-
port until my youngest children are older (youngest 1s
18 months, oldest 15 years), but to hive with him I must
indulge him sexually and whatever protection I get T must
provide myself

Unsympathetic
Oklahoma
Dear Friend and Helper —I hope you will give me
some good advice that will help me I am the mother of
4 babies, 2 dead and 2 hiving twins Lost my 2 first ones
My babies 15 only ¥ months old My period came at 5
months and I haven’t seen anything yet Please tell me
something that will help me to free myself I’ll say any
mother that has had such a time as I did with my last
babies, they would ery and beg for help For 3 months
I almost walked the floor conlinually crymg I would
catch the top of the door and pull to try to give more
room to get a httle rehef I was carrymng my baby stand-
ing up I would wake myself up crymng and my husband
and of choice he would quarrel and tell me to shut my
mouth and go to sleep He would say nobody on the place
could sleep for me Nobody knows except me just what
I went through with nobody not even to give me a kind
word and say face it I°d rather be dead than face 1t
again Some girls will say I would quit him but how could
I when I have 2 little babies and no home. Who would
want me? Nobody Please help me

A Mean Man
Missourd.

I have born 5 children and raised 4 of them but I have
an awful mean husband Now as they have grown up he
does not care to clothe them If they go and work out
and get therr clothes and then come and work for him
then 1t 15 all nght, but as soon as we ask hm for a cent
then we have a hving hell We have a farm and he does
not want them to work ont either when he has work for
them Now I would like to know what for the men want
those children to be born on this earth if they do not care
for them when they are here Now I have one daughter
that said she would not have so many if she had to kilk
herself by taking all kinds of dope to get nd of them
She 15 23 years old and has had all kinds of good chances
to get married but she hangs back for she 13 afraid of
having too many chldren so 1t 1s for her sake I am ask-
mg you to give me information I do mot think it a s
to not have so many children as to have a dozen and
then not to take care of them
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Passing the Buck to Posterity

By VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON

Part I11

E have talked about beasts alieady domestic

I can only state herc briefly what I have
argued to the extent of a whole book elsewhere,
that the ovibos, which can so easily be domesticated,
will eventually become even more 1important than
the reindeer because they eat by choice certam kinds
of Arctic vegetation which the reindeer does not
eat except bv compulsion

The name ovibos comes from the Latin words
oms and bos, and therefore means “sheep-cow”
We call 1t so because 1t produces wool for clothing
as well as heef for food

You would have to be as expert in meats as wine-
tasters are 1n judging between vintages, or you
would be unable to tell the difference between van-
ous grades of ovibos meat and corresponding grades
of our present domestic beefs

T have been wearing for two years a soft brown
st made of ovibos wool by the greatest exper-
mental textile research mstitution in the world, that
of Leeds Umversity, England Professor Aldred
F Barker, the head of the Textiles Department of
that University, recognized all over the world as
nearly if not quute the greatest authomnty on wool,
has decided after two years of study, in which he
was assisted by several others, that ovibos wool is
about as warm as merino, 1s softer than cashmere,
will take any kind of dye after being bleached, and
will not shunk

THINK what fastidious people of means would
pay for a garment of any color they lke, as
warm as any wool in the world and softer than any
other, and yet incapable of shrinking or 1n any way
changing its shape through beconung wet or bemng
laundered That will give you an 1dea of the po-
tential importance of ovibos wool

But clothing 1s, of course, only a side 1ssue mn our
rapid survey of the pressure of world population
upon food supply

‘We estimate that the northern grazing lands now
wholly unused for any food production for civihzed
man, but capable of producing as much meat to the
acre as the wild lands of Texas and Austraha, have
a total area more than one and a half times that
of the entire United States—roughly 200,000
square miles n Alaska, 1 500,000 square miles m

Canada, 3,000,000 square miles in northern Europe
and northern Asia

If this estimate were excessive for the continents,
it would certainly be made conservative by add-
ing the area of the various 1slands of the polar sea

The southern limits of reindeer and ovibos do
not, of course, comcide with the Arctic circle, but
extend in some parts a httle way and in other parts
a long way into the so-called Temperate Zone We
are speaking of prairies and sparse woodlands too
far north for the cultivation of wheat in summer,
or for the outdoor foraging of unprotected cattle
1 winter

UT even with this vast area, the full utihzation
of all the northern grasslands for meat pro-
duction 1s only one more stopgap It puts off by
a few decades the chimax foreseen by Malthus So
far as our consideration has gone, his ultimate vic-
tory 1s as sure as that of old age Believe as you
like in the lengtheming of life through careful eat-
mg, the avoidance of all excess, the full util.zation
of medicine and surgery, mncluding whatever opti-
mustic view you hke of the modern rejuvenating
schemes, and you nevertheless reahze that death
will eventually come

Similarly 1s world famme from over-population
bound to come, unless you find something more
effective than the palliatives we have just been con-
sidering This last one, as we said, 1s good for per-
haps three decades, which moves the year of the
world hunger ahead to about 2080 A D

With all my pride 1n my own stopgap of turning
the hillions of tons of arctic grass into meat, I must
concede that the farming of the ocean 1s a more
mportant one

THE various oceans and seas occupy something
hke three-fourths of the surface of our globe
And 1t 1s saild by the enthusiasts that we shall
eventually be able to produce as much food per
acre of ocean as we now do per acre of land
No one knows just what variety there will be 1n
this ocean food supply Of course, there wmll be the
fishes and the clams and the eels There will be the
beef of the seal and the walrus and the whale
There may be floating plants we can cultivate
salt water for direct human consumption There
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certainly will be others, hike the algae, which we
can encourage to grow more abundantly for the
sake of the amimals which we will eat after they
have grown large and fat by eating the plants
That 1s all a big subject and so new that we shall
not go into 1t here mn detail

However, certain aspects of farming the ocean
dare not very new, for the American Government
and many other governments and private agencies
have long been mamntaining fish hatcheries to our
great advantage

SO far as we have gone, ocean farming 1s the best
of our stopgaps It almost amounts to a second

line of defense, a sort of reserve dam or dike agamst
the nsing tide of world hunger Cut down by three
the optimistic estimate that an acre of sea will pro-
duce as much as an acre of land, and you still have
& doubling of the world’s present food output That
gives us a whole century of grace, or down to
2180 A D

We considered in the early part of this article
the possible increase in agricultural and dairy
products through the manufacture of fertilizers
from the air and from other practically limitless
natural sources We come now to a vastly more
mmportant development, on the threshold of which
it 15 well known that we stand today, after having
foreseen 1t for several generations

We can already make out of the air certain foods
that are suitable for direct human consumption
Not only can we make the nutriments, we can make
the flavors as well The same or a similar nourish-
g paste can be made to taste like beef gravy or
cocoanut or almost whatever you like

E do not know how soon 1t will be that we can
begin to make carbohydrates as cheaply n
a factory as we now make them in a garden, but
few chemists of standing doubt that the tume will
come
Then we shall have a practically unlimited food
supply
We can harness the winds and the tides and the
waterfalls We can burn o1l from our flowing wells
and we can distill more oil from the shales We
can burn our almost unlimited Lignites, when the
harder coals are gone, and turn the power perhaps
first mto electricity and Iater into food
Some say there will be new sources of power that
can be used for food production Of these the most
talked of 1s reieased atomic energy
If these triumphs materialize, we shall be no
longer faced with the Malthusian question of when
are we going to starve to death But we shall be
faced with an equally important, if more remote
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problem How soon will there be standing room
only on the earth?

S we said above, one of the things that Malthus

did not foresee was the improvement 1n our
transportation facihties He and his contempor-
aries were unable to conceive that a eity could be a
umit if 1t were so large that a horse could not bring
his master from his home 1n the suburbs to his busi-
ness down town

But now we have the motor car, airplane and
dirigible

Because of the motor car and the suburban tram,
cities have grown vastly in area From other causes
they have grown far into the air and deep nto the
ground

‘We have our skyscrapers and our subways, next,
they tell us, we are to have double-decked streets
Before that time comes the horse vehicles, upon
which Malthus reckoned, will doubtless have been
excluded from at least our mam thoroughfares

Because the streets are over-crowded, the maxi-
mum size of Iimousines will soon be determined by
law, and some means will be found to compel more
people to utihize each car than do so now Not only
1s there an agitation for this already on the part
of those who own no cars, we actually have rich
people who, because of conscience rather than mere
convenience, refrain from using motor cars 1n the
city, or who deliberately keep them off the streets
during the hours of heaviest traffic

IT 15 wstructive to ride from Chicago to Mil-

waukee and consider at the end of your rde
what a great aity Milwaukee 1s by itself Then
think of all the hittle cities you passed through from
Evanston gomg north They say in Chicago that
1t will not be more than twenty-five years, and cer-
tamnly 1t will not be more than fifty (xf we have
peace and prosperity), till there will be one con-
tinuous city from the northern hmits of Milwaukee
to and through Chicago some fifty or seventy-five
miles south and east, well into Indiana

By that time Broadway and Fifth Avenue and
many another street will be double-decked Or, :f
Iifth and Park Avenues are saved through reasons
of sentiment, there will certainly be nearby parallel
avenues double 1If not trmple-decked

Agan assuming peace and prosperity, remem-
ber how infant mortahty 1s being decreased, how
pestilences are being avoided and stopped, how
curative and preventive medicine are mcreasing
their power from day to day, how altrursm 1s grow-
g and the benefits of our science spreading to the
ends of the earth Remember these things and you
cannot ignore the result There will be double-
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decked streets not only mm New York and Chicago,
but m London and Paris and Moscow, in Tokyo
and Canton and Melbourne

OT only will cities grow larger, separate agri-
cultural holdings outside the cities will de-
crease 1n size and farmers will become nearer and
nearer neighbors
With power available for food production that
seems unlimited, and with unlimited air out of
which to produce food (for the chemical cycles will
continue and what has been food this year will be
air agan the next)—with all these things in pros-
pect we are approaching not only double-decked
cities, but a double-decked world There won’t be
standing room for everyone on the ground floor and
so others will have to stand and walk on the roofs
or down m cellars
If you are very sanguine and as imaginative as
you are optimistic, you may think of a four and a
five-decked world Possibly you may think of fif-
teen stories But surely there will be a limit some-
where

ITH unl.mted food, we have now made the
world theoretically safe for the advocates of

large famhes for a very long time But “The
Future” 15 a still longer time than any you can
defimtely calculate The optumsts, who think of
food from the air feeding a twenty-story world,
realize that there must be a limit somewhere So
the optimist becomes, 1n the end, a pessimist He1s
forced to admt that food and more food 1s not a
permanent solution of the population problem

This 1s where the pessimist has his imnnngs and
becomes the real optimist He draws s lessons
from history, archaeology and paleontology Man
had been on the earth hundreds of thousands of
vears and there was plenty of elbow room for all—
until science developed and foolish man became
tragically master of his fate

Hunger had kept down population, but then
came agriculture and world commerce TFanunes
became few and mild, pestilences and infant mor-
talty were no longer allowed to curb the growth
of cities and nations Then, ‘only, did Malthusian-
1sm begin to worry us

THE very fact that man has become master of
his fate 1s the secret of lis approaching doom
So say the pessimists To keep our major hope of
not becoming extinct, we must renounce our lesser
hopes of conquermg diisease and abolishing war
They argue forcibly that unless we die more wil-
hingly as individuals, we cannot survive as a race
But, say the optimistic pessimists pestilence and
wars are fortunately incurable and inevitable

Burth Control Review

Consider first the epidemics 1t 1s believed by
many that the great pestilences of the world have
been caused by a micro-orgamsm that was new at
the time, or rather by a new development, hostile
to humanity, of some old and previously less harm-
ful microscopic ammal or plant Such new powers
for evil will continue to crop up occasionally—fre-
quently enough to save the race by killing mult-
tudes of individuals

ONCE upon a tume, thousands of years ago,
there was a real struggle for the dommnation
of the earth between man and the great carmvorae,
the hon and the wolf and the rest But smce the
mvention of the bow and the spear, the struggle
has really been over And certanly it was over
when gunpowder was mnvented They cannot any
longer be expected to eat us up, as they did our
“cave man” ancestors, fast enough to keep the
population down So we must put our whole re-
hance on the microbes

Then, furthermore, there 1s salvation m wars,
which, we hopefully assert, are inevitable

If you feel that way and don’t Iike the 1dea of a
double-decked world, you can of course always
figure that one pleasant Iittle war after another
will sweep our globe and keep the population
always somewhere near what 1t 1s now

* * * »

E have seen, then, the weakness of the plans
proposed by the optimists—the cultivation
of waste lands, mmcreased use of fertilizers, the con-
quest of the deserts by irrigation and dry farming,
the utilization of the arctic prairies for reindeer and
ovibos grazing, the farmmg of the ocean and the
manufacture of food out of the air
So the optimists have no real solutions at all—
only stopgaps
The pessimists do offer defimte solutions, the
continuation of pestilences and of wars

But the optimists are a numerous and noisy clan
who demand that a way shall be found that suits
them better They just close their eyes firmly
against solutions they do not like, and cry aloud
for a royal road to the goal of their desires

One plan has already been found and 1s being
hopefully submutted to the optimusts—Birth Con-
trol

With infant mortality and the general conditions
of lhife such as they were during the period of the
growth of our great ife insurance companies, 1t was
estimated that the world’s population would remain
stationary 1f the same percentage of people con-
tinued to get married, and 1f they had on the aver-
age four children per family Under present con-

(Contsnued on pags 354)
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Spreading Birth Control: A Woman's Activity

OR the third time the Amernican Birth Con-

trol League has had 1ts booth at the Woman’s
Activities Exhibit in New York, which was held
this year in the ballroom of the Hotel Astor Sep-
tember 27th-October 1st Exhibitors from many
other booths came to congratulate the League on
its advantageous position near one of the man en-
trances, and to get information about its work As
for visitors to the exhibit, though the faces of those
who stopped or passed the booth by were new, the
interest was the same as last year Many of those
who passed by turned as

MONG our critics were some Roman Catho-
lics, but Roman Catholics were among our
friends and supporters also This was even more
noticeable than at last year’s exhibit, women who
stated they belonged to this church came up, some
in groups and some singly, to express appreciation
of the work of the League One of these was
an Irishwoman, a house to house saleswoman of
stockings, whose work took her to the doors of
many crowded homes in caty and country “I
believe our priests don’t approve, but that does
not influence me,” she

though arrested by some-
thing of great interest and
looked back as if they fan
would stop Some did come
back later, to find that mn-
terest in Birth Control was
nothing to be ashamed of or
afraid of

Of those who stopped,
some were critics, others
friends and still others peo-
ple who wanted to know
what Birth Control was or
who wanted ot have ther
doubts laid to rest by learn-
g what 1t was not With
the latter Mrs Cartere and
Mrs Vandever, who, with
a changing group of help-
ers, had charge of the booth
throughout the exhibit,
were especially successful

A BIRTH CONTROL BABY
Presiding Gemius of the League’s Booth

said  “I never had no
children so I don’t need 1t
myself, but I know man;
that does and I will do my
bit to help the work along
as I go from house to
house ”

A group of three Cath-
olic women—one of them a
teacher of feeble-rmnded
children who held it a s
and a shame that these poor
little souls should be thrust
into a world they were not
equipped to cope with—
told many stories of the m-
tolerance of therr pastors
and masters One of these
ladies had been a regular
customer of Kitty Marion
ever since a priest told her
of “a bold and brazen

After a talk whtih them 1t
was a common thing to hear a visitor say “I did
not know that was what Birth Control meant
That 1s very different I certainly am for it 7 Vis-
1s1tors who came to enquire were of all classes

Among those who were most eager to learn all
there was to know about Birth Control were
the people at the exhibit who represented the very
poor, the doormen, the colored porters, the cleaning
women—already parents of larger families than
either health or pockethook could properly sup-
port A special effort was made to reach these and
the effort was amply repaid by the close attention
with which they listened and the look of rehef and
hope wrth which they accepted a card to the Clhinieal
Research Department

The Continuation School girls who came through
in groups—girls forced through poverty to work
so young that they must carry a certain amount of
school work while employed—were also fertile soil

woman’’ who sold the Birra
CoxtroL REviEw on New York streets Another
owed her keen mterest in the movement in large
part to the mtolerant and cruel reaction of her
physicizan—a woman and a Catholic like herself—
to the subject
What, she had asked her, of babies born only
to die? “Let them be born to die,” answered
the physician But if the woman has heart disease?
“Let her go through with 1t ” Behind this modern
doctor whose thought 1s still mediaeval one can
almost see the shadow of Martin Luther and hear
his reverberating voice dictate the words that will,
in the minds of women at least, eternally stain his
fame “Let her only die in bearing Sne 1s there
to do 1t ” The Protestant church he founded has
outgrown this pomnt of view and the testimony of
some of these Catholics show that the laity in that
church also 1s fast outgrowing 1t

(Continued on page 353)
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Motherhood As It Is

How a Newark woman, who, at the age of 35, had had
11 children, died as a result of attempting to evade fur-
ther motherhood, was told at an inquest on Edith Bur-
ton, of 27 Sleaford Road, Newark, conducted by the
Newark Coroner, Mr A J Franks, last evening

The husband, Arthur Burton, a plaster works fore-
man, said they had been married 17 years and had had
eleven children, six of whom were living His wife com-
plained of being unwell last Wednesday, and up to Satur-
day continually refused to have a doctor She said “No,
the doctor will know everything I've done ¥ 'Whitness did
not know to what she was referring

Dr Hine was fetched on Saturday mght, and found
her 1z a dying condition

Kate Lackenbury, a relative, saw Mrs Burton after
the doctor had been, and she said “Oh, Kit, I’ve told him
everything ” In reply to a question by witness, she added
“I didn’t want any more children »

—Nottingham (England) Guardian

Steeling their hearts agamst their newborn daughter
because of poverty and the desire to grve two other chil-
dren “half a chance,” C M Watzel and his wife of 7
Hoffman Avenue have asked that the child, born yester-
day at St Francis Hospital, be placed in the home of
others

The father and the mother turned away when the baby
was brought near them, refusing to look at her

“I do not want to see her,” the father, a pipe company
employee, said “I mght change my mind, and I dor’t
want to do that My wife feels the same way about 1t
We are poor, my salary 1s low, and we already have two
kiddies to care for Please give baby away It 1s better
that she never see us or know us and that she be placed
in another home where she may receive some of the ad-
vantages of hfe”

—San Francisco Chroncle

Yesterday some cne telephoned Newark Police Head-
quarters that Salvatore Rossett: was kept day after day
chained to & bootblack stand in the rear yard of the
Rossettt home at No 129 McWhorter Street, Newark
The informant said this had beer gomg on six weeks
“through the hot spcll” and that it was about time it
was stopped

Detectives Berardi and Benson found the informant’s
story true Salvatore was chained to the stand by one
ankle Although the chair was long emough to permt
him to shift about a httle, it made it umpossible for him
to escape the bhistering sun

Salvatore’s mother defended this procedure, saying she
had eight other children, ranging 1 age from two months
to seventeen years, and that she could “not keep an eye
on Salvatore”

~—New York World

Barth Control Reuview

400 A D.

Ethwop, Mongol and LaBlanc, the three chiefs of the
world, squatted s front of LaBlanc’s tent, warmwng them-
selves at has fire Ethwp and Mongol had travelled many
leagues,—Ethop from the east, Mongol from the west,—
to smoke the prpe of peace wnth LaBlanc, the White One,
and to speak of the past, the present and the future, but
ever, 03 with one mwnd, they turned to the past and the
glory that was thewrs

Ethsop and Mongol had each wn turn sung the legend
of the greatness of hvs fathers, and now LaBlanc broke
the whwspering silence

“Here among the red-woods hived my people,
Greater were they 1n numbers than the grasses,
More great were they in deeds than all Olympus,
From sea to sea they filled the land with plenty

“They bmlt high houses, taller than the redwoods,
They rode swifter than the wind o’er land and sea,
They flew higher than the eagle or the swallow,
They suffered nerther sultan, tax nor fee

“They histened to the music of the masters

Who played for them two thousand miles away,
They saw the stars as suns m all their greatness,
And feasted well, three glutting times each day

“And they caught flashes of the zigzag lightming
Emprisoning 1t to hight their homes at mght
They conversed with half a world between them,
And slaughtered mlhons 1n a single fight

“They flourished great mn mght and wisdom
Their money flowed,—a golden ore

Their science was salvation to the weaklings
Who multiplied their numbers evermore

“Thus we lost the glory that was ours,

We, the great, we are no more

The poor 1n mind begot their countless numbers,
The poor 1n spirit children hke them bore

“The great, the good, the wise, the noble,

War weeded them from land and wave

And those who fostered weakhng children,—
Themselves sleep sound and childless 1n their grave ™

Maziz E Waener

—In Muse and Masgue published by students of the University of Buffalo

When Birth Control fais te produce the kind of son
desired, the next step 1s to give lum a high-powered car
and let nature correct the fault

—Lexwmgton (Ky) Herald

“I’'ve just paid the doctor another 100 lira off hs
bln ”

“Qh, good' Only two more payments now, and the baby
18 ours "—KEvenang Taranto (Italy)
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Book Reviews

THE ELEMENTS OF VITAL STATISTICS By Sir
Arthur Newsholme, XCB, MD, FRCB D
Appleton and Co, New York

HE new edition of Sir Arthur Newsholme’s well-

known book on wital statistics 15 1n fact more than
a new edition It s practically a mew book The first
editzon was publbished in 1889 It was enlarged and re-
written 1n 1899 After that date no new edition was 1s-
sued until last year, the book had gone practically out of
prnt  Every one who has to deal with any branch of
wital statistics must rejoice that there 1s mow available
an up-to-date volume of this most helpful and illummnat-
ing work Accurate figures do not he, but there 1s nothing
more easily musmterpreted than statistics, unless ther
meamng and bearmg are fully understood Sir Arthur
Newsholme’s book 1s not for the mathematical expert, to
whom the figures are simple and elementary, but for the
social worker and the student of social problems who needs
a guide through the mazes of statistics in order to under-
stand their meanmg and realze themr usefulness It 1s not
a text book of statistical techmque, but rather a hand-
book explaiming the uses to which statistics can be put
and their practical bearing on the problems of society

AGP

HEARINGS BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON IM-
MIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION, House
of Representatives Sixty-Eighth Congress Wash-
ington, Government Printing Office, 1924

THE hearings 1n this Congressional report concern the
“Statement of Dr Harry H Laughhn” It 1s not
necessary to add that Dr Laughln’s work for the govern-
ment 1s thorough and authentic “QOur immgration
curve,” says Dr Laughhn, “rose and crossed the mlhon
and & quarter mark (1,285,344} for the year 1907
Energy, imtiative, love of hberty, and fine spimtual
quahty were no longer the principal springs to emgra-
tion We were getting too many mdividuals of the
unassimlable races, and especially too many individuals,
regardless of race, who lacked the inborn intellectual and
spintual quahties of the founders of the nation ”

Fundamental reasons for this situation, according to
Dr Laughhn’s report, were the ease and cheapness of
modern transportation facihties, economnc stress 1n
Europe, and the fact that the old world exporter did the
selecting and the new world importer (except for recent
limitations of national quota and individual disqualifica-
tions) remaned silent

As Italy has been the greatest emigrant-exporting na-
tion to the Umted States during the last twenty-five years,

the report naturally gives a great deal of space to Itahan
emigration Dr Laughhn says that “af there were no mm-
migrant quota mtations, Italy would probably cover her
present quota by many times,” although only *“28 18 per
cent of those (Itahans) m the Umted States 1n 1920 were
citizens ” “The Italian government,” says this report,
“has no mstitute for race-brology, but it has as a part
of 115 foreign office what must be considered probably the
finest emigration service that the world has ever seen

It 1s now the duty of the Italian emigration service
to consider the apphcations of the would-be Itahan em-
grants and to give or to deny them passports as the ser-
vice may determine, n accordance with Itahan pohcy

The selection of Itahan emgrants for the Umted
States 15 not based primarly upon the imtative of the
emgrant, but practically he 15 selected by his govern-
ment ”

Not only have recent arrivals cost states and great
cities many milhons of dollars each year for maintenance,
but the offspring and kin of many of these mmmgrants
will cost much more 1n the future QOver 70 per cent of the
recent 1mmigrants are from southern and southeastern
Europe, and these particular immigrants by means of a
very high (it may even be called luxurious) birth rate
are increasing theirr stocks mm the Umted States many
times faster than the native born of native parents

Were these recent immgrants of supertor quality there
would be no rational objection, but according to Dr
Laughhn’s report m regard to all forms of social -
adequacy, the foreign-born and their children, who make
up about 84 per cent of our population, are even infertor
to our native negro population not long released from
slavery

“We find that no matter by what standard the analysms
15 made,” says Dr Laughlin, “the rank or order 1s always
the same—the lowest quota for all types of madequacy,
as a umt, bemng found m the native white both parents
native born, and the highest 1n the foreign-born white ”

The sad part of this whole situation 1s, that 1t need
never have been Had the Umted States begun to ngidly
restrict immmigration about the mddle of the last century,
this country would now have a stock of proneer quahty
ngdly restricted by art and nature Notwithstanding
the millions of steerage immgrants who have entered the
Umted States durmmg the last seventy-five years, the
population of this country was increasing at a greater
rate during the first half of the 19th century than it was
during the last half of the 19th cenury or the first quarter
of the 20th century

Pressure of population allows the inhabitants of a ter-
ritory to mcrease only so rapidly Ymmgration from
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Europe has merely reduced the once high birth rate of
the American native stock The population of the United
States would have increased as fast with her early birth
rate, as 1t has tncreased by European immigration Thus
America has traded the high birth rate of her pioneer
stock, who founded this nation and conquered the wilder-
ness of this continent, for steerage immigration

There 1s only one road, perhaps, for native and foreign-
born alke, that can possibly lead a nation so affected
with biological poverty, away from certamn decay Scien-
tific Birth Control must be practiced by ignorant, diseased
and poverty stricken fatmhes That this 1deal may never
be realized 1s shown by the fact that the most uncom-
promsing orgamzed opponent of scientific Birth Control,
the Roman Catholic Church, has increased i1ts numbers
in the United States from one-hundredth part of the total
population 1in 1790, to one-fortieth part 1n 1820, and to
one-sixth part 1n 1920

Guy Irvine Burcu

THE UNSTABLE CHILD, an Interpretation of Psy-
chopathy as a Source of Unbalanced Behavior in
Abnormal and Troublesome Children, by Florence
Mateer D) Appleton and Co, New York

MENTAL TRAINING FOR THE PRE-SCHOOL AGE
CHILD, by Lilien J Martin and Clare de Gruchy
Harr Wagner Pubhishing Co, San Francisco, Cal

THESE twe additions to the rapidly mcreasing litera-
ture dealing with the application of psychology to
the care and trammng of children supplement each other
Dr Mateer presents a scholarly discussion of methods
and results of careful studies of “unstable” children
brought to the climic of the Ohio Bureau of Juvemle Re-
search, and Dr Martin adds to her other remarkable
achievements since becomng Professor of Psychology,
ementa, of Stanford University, by supplymg this ex-
position of how parents may prevent such future psycho-
pathic conditions by careful attention to the development
of their children during the pre-school age
During the past fifteen years psychologists have
standardized the techmque by which intelligence levels are
determined, and have trained many educators to an under-
standing of 1ts application and to an appreciation of the
values of results Dr Mateer believes that the next fifteen
years may well be devoted to the scientific study of vana-
tions 1 the functioning of such intelligence as people
possess This means extensive development of chimcal psy-
chology whose 1deals focus 1n the word “individual ” Rare
skill and unhmited patience are required by psychologsts
who undertake to analyze and appraise the relation of
pecubar handicaps and past experiences of children to
the psychopathic functioning of their mental and emo-
tional lives High 1deals are set when the writer 1nsists
that such chmeal psychology must be scientific, thorough,
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preventive, corrective, educative and economical Less
experienced psychologists will find assistance mm therr
efforts to achieve this high standard in Dr Mateer’s well-
written, scholarly exposition of methods and results of
her activities in diagnosing the difficulties of Ohio chil-
dren

The summary of past developments and present ten-
dencies of the psychological study and treatment of chil-
dren 1s followed by a second part to the book giving
numerous concrete examples of “The Practice of Psycho-
pathy ” Descniptions of activities on behalf of children
with mental ages of under six, of six to mmne and of ten
to twelve, are followed by analyses of the pathological
functioning of the mental and emotional hives of normal
or even hyper-intelhgent children, and by a striking chap-
ter showing the importance of the influence of congenital
syphilis 1n promoting the erratic behavior of children who
are soctal misfits

The seventeen rules for parents of children of the pre-
school age, which are discussed and 1llustrated by numer-
ous case histories 1n the book by Martim and de Gruchy,
summarize 1n sunple, non-techmeal language the results
of Dr Martin’s experiences as a consulting psychologist
or “advice doctor” for parents who wish help 1n promot-
g the wholesome development and functioming of the
minds and emotions of their young children Shrewd com-
mon sense and long experience as a teacher, as well as
much psychological erudition, are combined 1n this some-
what overwhelmmg program of psychological virtues to
be cultivated by conscientious, modern parents

LuciLe Eaves

THE HQUSE, by Grace Kellogg Gnffith Penn Pub
Company

REALISTIC story deahng with the everpresent
problem of the educated, artistic woman who finds

herself marred to an educated, artistic man and pushed
mto the background of her house—chiefly its kitchen

The story of Doris Leonard begins from the time she
plays finger exercises—her mother washing the dishes
and foregoing individual rights that this may be so At
each step of her husband’s career, Doris stands aside or
assumes additional burdens in order to help Stanhope
Sprague, her husband, accepts these efforts as a matter
of precedent and mght Eventually he goes abroad as a
tutor gurde with a party of young people leaving his wife
feeling oldish and out of step with the present generation,
bitter and bewildered as to the mjustice of the situation
Her independent flapper-daughter tells her that since her
(Doris’) hife 1s such a drab failure she has no night to
offer advice as to her child’s future

In sudden revolt Dons decides to neglect her house,
refuse to slave for 1ts upkeep and beautification
“I’ll be an elevator girl I’ll be able to eat breakfast
with my famly I'D study up on wireless and be able to




November, 1926

take an interest :n what Ron and Rick are domng
go to Hope’s jumor civic meetings with her ”

“Who are you (her mind cried out te that silent house)
to take me and use me, body and soul and leave nothing
for the bemngs I love?”

But the habit of twenty years overpowered the longing
to be free, her emotional reasomngs, her vague plans
she went back to the house
NarBro BarTLEY

Periodical Notes

The Forum (N Y ) 1n recent months has had many
articles 1n our field Chief among them 1s “The Search
for the Perfect Child,” mm which Herbert Hoover lays
down a program for the betterment of children which
begmms m the pre-natal chme MHe distinguishes between
the old method of correction and the new—or what he
feels the new should be—of layimg the foundations of
“endurance and maximum vitality for the years that le
ahead” Nowhere 1n his article does this specialist on
child welfare say, or even hint, that the keystone to the
foundation should be laid long before the prenatal clime
by the control of conception Three other articles of -
terest 11 The Forum are on divorce, a discussion of the
ethical foundation of marriage by Rebecca West, a debate
on the proposed federal law by Dons Stevens and Ruth
Hzle, and an article on the liberal Scandinavian divorce
laws by Edwin Bjorkman In the same magazme youth
finds two defenders, one the Enghsh essayist, Hugh A
Studdert Kennedy, who wrntes i “Short Skirts,” as
champion of the flapper girl, the other, Ehzabeth Stanley
Trotter who defends the boy, (“The Hush-up Pohey”)

The Cosmopolitan (N Y ) does not think so well of the
youth of today, 1f we may judge by the article by Honore
Willsie Morrow 1n the October number Mrs Morrow
believes that the flapper 18 all too familiar with Birth
Control This 1s not the first time that an instrument of
human welfare has been criticized for 1ts possible misuse
by a mmority We expect to publish more on this type
of crticism later, but we wish to say now that, measured
by what the rght to protect themselves by Birth Control
will mean to milhons of marmned women suffering from ex-
cessive matermty, 1ts possible misuse by a few 1s of no
mmportance whatever

From the Saturday Evensng Post (Philadelpma) of
October 7th comes the following passage in endorsement
of family Lhmitation It 1s from an editoral on “Chinese
Chaos ” “Overpopulation naturally tends to cure itself
as a country develops high standards of hiving in comnse-
quence of education and prosperity Under modern cini-
hized conditions small families, well cared for and brought
to adult years, are preferred to large numbers of children
who die from famine and countless epidemics ”
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Books Received

Lay THoucHTs oF A Dzran, by Wilham Ralph Inge
G P Putnam, N Y $250

BietH CoNTROL AND THE STATE, A PLEA AND A FoRrEe-
casT, by C P Blacker Today and Tomorrow Series
E P Dutton, N Y $100

IxteLLIcENT PARENTHOOD Proceedings of the Mid-
west Conference on Parent Education, March 4-6, 1926
Umversity of Chicago Press, Chicago

* * * *

A newspaper ieport states that a Spamsh woman,
Senora Lorenzo, of Valladohd has given birth to her
twenty-minth son 1n the sixty-eighth year of her age

Such cases may be rare, but they are by no means ex-
ceptional Kisch (“The Sexual Life of Woman™) learns
from the official statistics of Denmark that among 10,000
women 465 were delivered at ages between 50 and 55
years The Surgical Academy of Pars, 1n an authonta-
tive statement regarding the late age at which conception
could take place, alluded to the fact that Cornehs, of
the family of the Scipios, gave birth to Volusius Satur-
nmnus when sixty years of age, that the physician Marsa
m Venice recorded the existence of pregnancy mn a woman
of sixty

Haller reports the case of two women who gave hirth
to children, one at the age of 63, the other at the age
of 70 years Meissner delivered a woman of 60 years of
her seventh child Nieden reports a case mn which the
first pregnancy occurred 26 years after marriage When
marnied, the wife was 18 years of age, the husband 30,
during their 25 years of marmed life there was no sign
of pregnancy, but when the wife was 44 years of age,
menstruation hitherto regular, suddenly ceased, the cause
of the cessation proved to be pregnancy, and at term a
heaithy girl weighing nine pounds was born, the mother
was able to nurse the child herself

John Kennedy records the case of a woman of 62 who
was normally delivered at this age, she had begun to
menstruate at the age of 13, and since the age of 20 had
previously given birth to 21 children, the last five when
she was 47, 49, 51, 53 and 56 years of age respectively

Prior reports the case of a woman 72 years of age!

—Critsc and Gusde (N Y )

The generalsty of more sold sort of men look upon
abundance of chidren as o great blesssng I and some
others thenk it a great benefit to be without them

Women are not sn the wrong when they refuse the rules
of lsfe obtasnsng un the world, st 12 the man who made these
laws without them

~—MicrEL bE MonTAlcNE (1533-1592)
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The Problem of Too Many Children

By Josr. A Lavauze-Roron, M D

O UR antagonist, the Dommican Father of En-
senada, who publishes the weekly paper, El
Piloto, fills four columns i an effort to prove that
Christian morality condemns Neo-Malthusianmism
Vam and useless effort! Qur worthy adversaries
failed completely to prove that this 1s so, and the
reason 1s because 1t 15 impossible to prove with good
arguments and logically what 1s not so—what 1s not
an historical fact, or a rational conquest of free
thought

The historical fact 1s this, neither in the divine
law, the revelation, nor the revolutionary cam-
paigns of the rebellious son of Galhlee 1s there any
statement saying that Birth Control and prudential
procreation such as we understand 1t and practice
it today are mmmoral You will waste your time,
Father, m opposing this point

On two occasions our adversary has tried to pre-
sent Neo-Malthusiamsm, illustrating 1t and con-
demning 1t, and on both occasions he has been un-
just and failed 10 his effort On the first occasion
he made use of the Biblieal story of Jehovah, the
God of the Jews, who punished Onan rather for
his egotism than for the fact of his having cast his
seed upon the soil of Judea

N the other occasion our cultured Domimican
Father wrote m an unfortunate moment for
his erudite pen that, “It 1s not befitting a popular
publication to discuss m detail the Neo-Malthusian
practices But if the custom of the ancient Romans
18 revolting, who on celebrating a banquet, would
leave the table three or four times to vomit so that
they might continue eating and drinking without
feehng uncomfortable—so 1s Neo-Malthusiamsm
revolting since 1t resembles the Roman custom as
one drop of water resembles another ”

If we did not know the sincerity and good faith
of the Reverend Fathers, we would be tempted to
believe that the reference to Onan and the Romans
as two drops of water were only poor thrusts of
dexterous adversaries in complete defeat No, my
Reverend Father, neither the example of Onan, nor
that of the degenerate Romans of the decadent
Empire resemble 1in the least the healthful prin-
ciples and practices, necessary and scientific to
those of us who defend, propagate and practice
prudential procreation

HE act of Onan was not scientific Birth Con-
trol That of eating and vomiting 1n order to
fill the stomach all over agam, resembles if any-

thing the criminal abortion that all intelhgent de-
fenders of Neo-Malthustamsm condemn and at-
tack Either you do not do us justice Father, m
attacking us with arms that are neither just, nor
equal, nor fair, or you have not a clear 1dea yet as
to what prudential procreation means It1s a pity
that Article 268 of the Penal Code should not
allow us to enter mnto details, so that we mught be
able to illustrate to you these confusing pomts
That 1s the reason why we labor to convince pubhe
opimon of the necessity to abolish a barbaric law
that gags us

I want you to know, Father, and never to forget
that we are enemies of the anti-hygienme practrces
that you have mentioned and that we are the only
ones who will be able to prevent that hundreds
and thousands of married couples, driven by des-
peration should fall into such practices, not having
access to scientific Birth Control We shall attamn
our purpose by attacking the problem openly and
vahantly and by giving 1t a scientific solution, con-
quering thus the prejudices that strive to stop our

progress

IN his last article, our Dominmican Father quotes
m his behalf many ecclesiastical and non-ecclesi-
astical authorities We are farmhar with them, and
now what do you suppose they prove? They only
prove that this Bishop or that dignitary or that
other erudite person, condemns practices of this or
that nature
Neirther the Bible says anything clear, nor has
the Holy Pope or the whole body of Cardinals
lemslated anything concrete and defimte on the
subject 'Those opmnions that you quote have no
more value than what we wish to give to them
They are just hke your own opimmons, Father,
worthy of bemng respected, studied and attacked,
for neither your opiions nor theirs are the word
of Chnstian morahty Had I the time for each
authonty you quote in your favor, I would quote
on our side many ecclesiastie, scientific and hterary
authonties who recommend and defend our prin-
ciples and practices

ONLY recently, the House of Lords of Eng-

land, last stronghold of European conserva-
tism, recommended by a large majority the aboh-
tion of the law prohibiting the giving of Neo-Mal-
thusian information The world does move! Now
hsten to the frank opimon of the Bishop of Bir-
mmgham m the Tvmes of August 8, 1919 “Mor-
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ally as well as eugenically, there 1s a right to use
m certain circumstances harmless methods to limit
the proportion of births It 1s immoral to prevent
offspring for selfish motives, but certainly, 1t 15 1m-
moral also to have child after child when conditions,
humanly speakmng, are such that make 1t impossible
to raise and educate them ”

Such as this clear exposition of our thesis, I
could quote thousands of opimons of those called
the great of the world You know very well,
Father, that this would be easy to me, it would
only be a matter of time and patience But such
opmions whether they are from your field or mine,
solve fundamentally nothing It 1s before the su-
preme tribunal and human reason and human con-
science that we have to take our disagreement

NO, Father, you fail to tell us a single word
of Christian morality Christian morality can-
not be found 1n the Popes, Apostles, Bishops and
Cardmals, nor even 1n the old testament, 1t origin-
ates from the hfe and words of that revolutionary
son of Gallilee
I am not a Christian I am a quasi-materiahst
But I have dedicated many years to the study of
the Iife of Christ and I assure you that I find noth-
ing m him that condemns our principles Further-

STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP MANAGEMENT CIRCULATION
REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24 1912

Of The Birth Control Review published monthly at New York N Y  for October 1
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more, 1t would be very logical to count him one of
us, although I am aware of the fact that churches
and prayers have completely monopolized hrm dur-
mg twenty centuries of labor that becomes gradu-
ally more pseudo-christian and sterile
Unfortunately, you carried the subject to a field
that I should not like to diseuss, for I doubt if your
culture and tolerance would be able to stand the
cold, dispassionate analysis of a rationalist, who
loves his fellow men, but who would dare prove to
you that Jesus is on the side of us, the excommum-
cated I am sorry if the presentation of my thought
and the manner m which 1t 15 presented are dis-
tasteful to you, but believe me that there 1s neither
malice nor double mtention in my argument

HE morals of Jesus, if analyzed, and Christian
morality based on him would show that he 18
on our side The gay Jesus of weddings, banquets,
and festivals, Jesus who violently condemned the
priests of all times because of their hypocrisies,
their religious prejudices and their artifical and
narrow conception of morality, Jesus the just and
genial before human weakness, protecting the pros-
titute and forgiving her sins, Jesus the kind, noble
and human, who enjoyed having the raggedy chil-
dren of the outeasts on his knees, that Jesus, so
modest who had neither churches nor palaces nor
even where to rest his feverish head, that Jesus
revolutionary and energetic who hived 2 beautiful
Iife of 1deals and service,—how would he make to-
day, parables and more parables to change this
whole social system from top to bottom, so that we
might have children healthy in mind and body, who
would have the best opportunities to lead a noble
and beautiful Iife The hfe of Jesus, and his morals
apphed to hife, make us believe that were he living
today he would be a Neo-Malthusian
We have shown that neither Onanism, nor
eriminal abortion are practices defended by the be-
lievers 1n prudential procreation, that the Dommi-
can Fathers have not proven that Chrstian moral-
ity really condemns Neo-Malthusiamsm, and we
affirm that judging from his Iife of revolutionary
and profound humamsm, and a spirit of justice,
Jesus, humnself, 1t would be logical to suppose,
would be an urgent defender of Neo-Malthusian-
1Sm
* * L3 *

Five thousand children who attend the schools of Ch-
cago are habitually hungry They often go to school
breakfastless and at times go to bed hungry As a result
of being underfed and hving 1n unsanitary homes, they
have become the victims of malnutrition, which creates
sub-normal children —ReporT oF THE Srrciar Boarp or
Evvcarion CommirTEE
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News Notes

UNITED STATES
New York

THE chuef public meetings of the Amencan

Birth Contiol League this month were the
Woman’s Activities Exhibit n New York City,
the story of which 1s to be found an another page
of the Review, and the Sesqui-Centenmal ‘The
latter 1s deseribed under our news of Pennsylvama,
since that state had charge in September

At the beginning of November Dr Cooper re-
turns from his second westein tour Mrs Anne
Kennedy, Executive Secretary of the League, re-
ports on recent educational activities of the Chmeal
Research Department that

“Dr Cooper has addressed 156 medical societies
Over 20,000 physicians have secured climcal re-
ports and 2,200 physicians are actively co-operat-
mg Dr Cooper has addressed medical societies 1n
every state in the umon, except Vermont, where
one 1s scheduled for November at St Albans Dr
Stone addressed the Delaware State Medical So-
aety ”

Among recent visitors at headquarters were Pro-
fessor T W Ruiker of the Umversity of Texas,
Miss Escher from Switzerland, Dr B MeCarthy
from Shanghai, Dr Caswell Mavo of the Medical
Journal and Record, and from Sweden an official
connected with the Public Health Service, who re-
ported on the progress of the chme 1n Stockholm
Several ministers who are attending the Umon
Theological Seminary, came to headquarters and
visited the Clmmcal Research Department

On October 20th Mrs Kennedyv started for the
mddle west, where she 15 to orgamize several chimies

Since his return from Cabhforma to take up his
college work at Cornell, Dr Percy Clark has
spoken before the Exchange Club of Ithaca, a body
of business men of the same type as those 25 clubs

which heard him speak on Birth Control during his
California tour

New Jersey

A MEETING was held on September 231d at
the summer home of Mrs George Blagden,
member of the Board of Drrectors of the American
Birth Control League, at Monmouth Beach About
fifty women were prescnt—a most representative
group, most of whom had heard little about the
movement, but all of whom were deeply interested
Mrs F Robertson Jones, also a member of the
board of directors presided, and another member,
Mrs Ernest R Adee, was among the speakers
Another speaker was Dr Tones, IDirector of

Parole in the New Jersey Department of Institu-
tions and Agencies 1In the discussion which fol-
lowed, in which most of the guests took part, Mrs
Lewis S Thompson, of the Board of Control of
Institutions and Agencies and President of the
Monmouth County Orgamzation for Social Ser-
vice, suggested that an effort be made to have con-
traceptive advice given m certain cases at the chmes
and welfare stations of the state

During the summer Mass Lowmse Morrow of New
Jersey, distributed hterature in Asbury Park and
m surrounding towns and secured news dealers to
handle the Review on the boardwalk Miss Mor-
row also brought women to our chme and person-
ally paid their expense She arranged two import-
ant meetings 1n her vicimity, one of them with the
Asbury Women’s Club, and spent two weeks as the
representative of her state at the Sesqun booth

Delaware

N October 13th Dr Hannah M Stone, Clini-

cal Director of the American Birth Control

League, addressed the Delaware State Medical

Society in annual meeting at Dover This 1s the

first time that Birth Control has been on the pro-
gram of that old and conservative society

Kansas

ON September 30th Dr Cooper spoke before
the Republic County Medical Society, and on
the first days m October to mixed groups of phys:-
cians and laity at Burlington and Fort Scott At
the latter place the county prosecuting attorney
and the judge of the local probate court were
among those who expressed the keenest interest in
Birth Control

Other medical meetings addressed by Dr Cooper
were at Pittsburg, Galena, Wichita and St John,
on October 4th, 5th and 7th The attendance of
about 40 at each of these meetings was excellent,
considering the character of this region of coal
mines Many of the physicians came frem long
distances, some from over the Missour: lmme At
Wichita he also spoke before a large meeting of
students of biology, sociology and nursing at the
Friends University At St John he addressed a
meeting of the local Women’s Clubs

Montana

ON September 8rd Dr Cooper was guest of the
Cascade County Medical Society, assembled
at Great Falls The press of Great Falls gave a
good account of his address and the group of physi-
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cians who heard him he characterizes as “a fine set
of broadmmded men from all of whom good co-
operation can be expected ”

Pennsylvania

DURING the month of September Mrs Arthu
Goldsmuth, treasurer of the Philadelphit
Branch took charge of the booth 1n the Educational
Bulding at the Sesqui-Centenrial, 1in Philadelphia
Her able assistants were Mrs Jeanette Hughes,
Mrs Samuel Yellin, Mrs J Boyd, Mrs L. Rock-
sold, Mrs W Moorehouse, Mrs Martin, Mrs A
Sutton, Mrs A Cubberly and Mrs A Penny-
packer Mrs Goldsmith writes

“We found that it was the one booth in that
burllding that was really busy Whith few excep-
tions, it was not passed by, but was quite attentively
inspected and our posters read Intelligent, inter-
ested, sympathetic persons, young, middle aged,
old men and women, came to us to express themr
views, buy literature, ask us all kinds of thinking
questions, and relate their personal experiences
Nurses, doctors, social workers of all kinds, college
students, farmers, cattle breeders, from north,
south ,east and west, have held forth on the subject
gathering audiences by their earnestness, sincerity
and good common sense

It has been a hberal study i psychology to see
and watch the reactions of the crowds to our very
pertinent charts As far as I can judge, the ques-
tion 1s untversally accepted as the now most im-
portant step 1n the progress of the race, and will
soon be the recogmzed thing ”

Early in October Mrs Sanger visited the ex-
posttion and afterwards spoke at three meetings
under the auspices of the Philadelphia Branch
Two of these were luncheon and dinner meetings,
luncheon at the home of Mrs G A Dunning, vice-
president of the hranch, and dinner as the guest
of Dr and Mis Stuart Mudd Dr Mudd 1s pres:-
dent of the Eastern Pennsylvama League and Mrs
Mudd 1s one of the board of directors In between
these two engagements Mrs Sanger spoke at a re-
ception at Locksley Hall, given m honor of the
president of the Philadelphia Woman’s Club

North Dakota

R COOPER'S tour brought him to Noith

Dakota 1n the second week in September, his
stopping places there being Minot, Devil’s Lake,
Grand Forks, Fargo, Jamestown and New Rock-
ford At all these places he spoke before county
medical societies and at Jamestown also before the
local Registered Nurses” Association Of his meet-
mgs he writes “Many doctors came thirty to
seventy miles to the meetings This country 1
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sparsely settled and the number of doctors who at-
tended 1s unusuaily large except for state meetings
Economic conditions on farms are sending women
to doctors for contraceptive advice, 1n normal
farmihies they are met with the same need for Barth
Control as m crowded cities Physicians here are
much 1mpressed also with the need of controlling
the biologically unfit

South Dakota

ETWEEN September 17th and 22nd medical
societies at Aberdeen Huron, Sicux Falls and
Yankton heard Dr Cooper At Sioux Falls he
found some opposttion, which was based on “wrong
ideas of what Birth Control means” “Usually,”
he adds, “opposition 1s due to musunderstanding
The matter will be talked over now on the right
basis and the future will show great interest in this
part of the country ” The local press everywhere
gave good publiuty, some papers printing his lec-
ture 1n full

Nebraska

THE last days of September Dr Cooper spent
in Omaha, Columbus and Geneva, where he
addressed the local medical associations

ENGLAND

THE country 1s still resounding with criticism
of the Labour Party for its action in the early
fall in excluding Birth Control from the agenda
of 1ts annual conference held at Margate October
11th This 1s the third year that the subject has
been kept off the program, though by overwhelm-
ing ma jorities Labour women have twice demanded
a place for it Among the most outspoken critics
are Miss Dorothy Jewson, late Labour M P, and
the New Leader, which says editorially “We pro-
pose to say plamnly what everyone knows who 1s 1n
touch with polhticians The Labour Party has no
objection whatever, moral or hygenie, to Birth
Control It evades a decision solely on elec-
tioneering grounds It 1s afraid of alienating the
Catholic vote The officials of the Labour
Party, exaggerating, as we believe, a small elec-
toral risk, are delhiberately offending the strong,
even passionate, opimion of the women of the
party 3
The most recent critics are Mrs Bertrand Rus-
sell and a group of Labour Party members melud-
ing H G Wells, who signed a protest At the
time of gomg to press it was proposed to bring
strong pressure to bear through local women’s
groups
While waiting for their party to aid them mn
putting government funds behind Buth Control
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Labour women have opened a new clinie, the eighth
under their auspices This 1s the Women’s Welfare
and Advisorv Clime at 51 Old Govan Road, Glas-
gow The cline 1s the practical outcome of the
campaign 1n Motherwell, Glasgow and district by
Dora Russell and Ahlce Hicks of the Workers’
Birth Control Group

Two health offictals have noted the local effect
of the fall in the English death rate, but their re-
action was as wide as the poles In Whitland the
council felt that the mothers were not doing then
duty and that they should be advised and exhorted
by medieal officer and nurse In Wood Green, on
the other hand, the medical officer, Dr Porter, wel-
comed the low rate, which was 14 24 as agamnst an
average of 18 8 for over a hundred large towns
Said he

“What we are losing in quantity 1s being made
up in quabty, for it 1s much more desirable that a
few healthy children are born than a number of
weaklings who are not only a misery to themselves
but a burden on society ”

It 1s estrmated, Dr Porter added, that on the
average every child born this year has an expect-
ancy of Life 12 years longer than its grandfather

There 1s comfort, 1t seems, for both sides in the
Bishop of Canterbury’s non-committal stand
Members of his church who are behevers mm Birth
Control are quoting a letter from him, made puble
a short time ago, in which while he denounces “the
muschievous mode of propaganda by certan clinics,”
he concedes that “Birth Control 1s not m all cases
necessarily smful ”

HUNGARY

ONE of the leading newspapers of Budapest,
Pesti Harlap, reports that parents are putting
their children up to auction m the market place of
the city of Debreczin

“Some of them,” it 1s saud, “are purchased by the more
well-to-de farmers of the surrounding country Prices
vary accordmmg to age Children of from 3 to 5 years
sell for about 500,000 crowns, more or less (70,000 to
the dollar), while as much as 1,000,000 crowns may be
pad for older children.

“The particular story drawing attention to this alleged
social condition was reprinted in the Vienna Arbester-
Zettung, and reads in part as follows

“There was considerable excitement 1n the odds and
ends market 1 Debrezin Saturday when a poor woman
offcred her children for sale, and actually sold them The
unforunate woman was the wife of Anton Branyil, a
forest worker She had brought three children, a 14-year-
old girl, a 3-year-old girl and a mne-months-old baby to
market, and soon found buyers for two of them The 3-
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year-old girl was sold for 300,000 crowns and the bigger
girl for 900,000 Nobody wanted to buy the baby

“The people 1n the market place were shocked by this
unusual scene and soon the seller of her chldren found
herself the centre of an excited crowd She explained that
desperate misery had forced her to this extremity She
said that her husband had been injured in feling a tree
and since that time had been unable to work He had not
earned anything at all and they had nothing on which
to support their six children”

ITALY

ROM the Catholic Tvmes (London), we learn

that the Italian census shows 20,000 famihes
with more than ten children each The Fascist gov-
ernment, the report adds, will publish the figures
for familes of five children and over, which the
Tvmes beileves will show an “i1mposing figure ” We
cannot wonder that a government which encour-
ages such families as this 1s demanding space m
other countries for its surplus

GERMANY

BERLIN 1s this month the place of meeting of

the International Congress for Sexual Re-
search The subjects to be discussed at this Con-
gress, which 1s the first of 1ts kind ever held, mclude
m addition to sex psychology, eugenics, heredity,
nationality, race characteristics, advice on marrage
and the chowce of matrimonial partners and Birth
Control

SOUTH AFRICA

PRESS items report that early in the summer

Mr George Hulls, a member of the Provincial
Assembly introduced a bill authonizing municipali-
ties to give istruction 1n contraceptive methods
The measure was rejected but the discussion it
started in the press has been most helpful to the
cause of Birth Control in a part of the world where
1t has been hitherto almost unknown

PORTO RICO

A PHYSICIAN of Porto Rico, Dr Jose A
Lanauze Rolon, to whose efforts on behalf of
Birth Control we referred last month sends us an
article which has been used 1n the local press Dr
Rolon wnites in explanation “I am having a real
debate with two Domimcan Fathers down here
They hold that Christian morality condemns Birth
Control I hold the negative” The article, which
he says “gives a general 1dea of the whole affair,”
has been translated by Mr Pedro Fernandez and
1s published 1n part an another page of the REIvew
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WHY AGITATE?

QuesTion What’s the use of you and me writing or
talking about Birth Control and not being able to give
it to the poor and ignorant who need it most?—L K A

Axswer What was the use for the aboltiomists to
write and telk about slavery unless they could bestow it
on the slaves? Archaie laws, dictated by superstition and
fear, are on our statute books We must get them off, and
so we discuss and agitate for the need of repealing them
The law forbidding any information about Birth Control
18 one of the worst of such laws That answers your ques-
tion, T think —Los Angeles (Cahforma) Express

There are a mllion too many farmers in the United
States today, Benjamin C Marsh, Secretary of the Peo-
ple’s Reconstruction League, Washington, I C, stated
recently

“The wide use of tractors and other machinery on the
farms has displaced over a million men A five-year holi-
day, shutting off all immigration, 1s necessary if we are
to have a peaceful adjustment of man power from farms
to other industries,” saxd Mr Marsh

It possibly will not be more than twenty-five or fifty
years now, until the human parrots stop saying *“There’s
a big demand for farm hands and there wouldn’t he so
much unemployment in the cities 1f working people werc
not too lazy to work on the farms—but the lazy bums,
they object to working more than 8 or ten hours a day,
and farm hands must work long hours ”

—Contributed

A drastic “Birth Control law” for legal opimons was
recommended recently by Judge Willham Pammail, a Texas
magistrate who pointed out that these Umted States have
passed 50,000 statutes in the last 30 years, many of them
80 ambiguous and hard to construe, as to call for lengthy
opmons for their nterpretation In one year alone it 1s
said that 175,000 pages of opinions were handed down by
the courts

The smportation of foresgners snto a country that has
as many wmhabstants as the present employment and pro-
vigsons for subswstence unll bear, will be wn the end no -
crease of people, unless the newcomers have more wndusiry
than the natvoes, and then they will promde more subsist-
ence and wncrease wn the country, but they wll gradually
eat the natsves out Nor 18 st necessary to brng sn for-
exgners to fill up an occasonal vacancy s a country, for
such a vacancy wil soon be fllled by natural generation

Benosamiy Frangrin
Observations concerning the Increase of Mankind, etc., 1751

It 18 no credit to prevailing opimion that one who dares
to view some questions on their merits 18 still hotly de-
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nounced as a traitor, while there 15 no visible disapproval
of some forms of insincerity which in potency for evil are
perhaps unecqualled —Georce L Borewn, Booklovers
Magazine, January, 1903

SPREADING BIRTH CONTROL

(Contwmued from page 348)

These were the new types at the Birth Control
booth this year Besides this there were all the old
Social workers, nurses, doctors, college students
and other broadminded men and women expressed
hearty approval On the other side were those whao
had “outgrown the need of Birth Control” and who
didn’t see that others had not, those who were too
squeamish to touch such a subject, those who, off-
hand on the basis of their own individual exper-
ence of spinsterhood or motherhood, condemned 1t

One of these brought a quick answer from Mrs
Vandever Said she, as she looked back disdamnfully
m passing “I am a mother” “And some of us are
grandmothers and great-grandmothers,” answered
Mrs Vandever, picking up the photograph of the
presiding gemus of the booth This was the Birth
Control great-grandchild—Birth Control because
born when its mother wanted it and not by acc-
dent—of one of the strongest members of the board
of directors of the American Birth Control League

These are stories of mdividual wisitors As to
numbers, some 1dea of how many were reached at
the Woman’s Activities Exhibit can be gained by
the fact that 5,000 pieces of hterature were given,
though an effort was made to give only to those
who manifested a real interest

BOOKS OF VITAL INTEREST
ON ALL TOPICS

Sex, Psycho-Analyss, Psychology,
Diet and Health

THE MOST AUTHORITATIVE AUTHORS

Havelock Ellis, Robic, Long, Krafi-Ebing, Forel, Kisch,
Bloch, Malchow, Brill, Freud, Jung, Adler, Tridon, Lind-
lahr, Father Kneipp, Gaze, Drew

Your Needs Alwaye Fulfilled
If obtainable, we have it, !f unobtainable, we can get it.
DESCRIPTIVE LISTS SENT FRER

Modern Book Association

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
4180 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD
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The American
Birth Control League

MARGARET SANGER, Pressdent

104 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY
Telephone Chelsea 8901

1]

WE ASK YOU TO HELP SUPPORT OQUR WORK
BY BECOMING A CONTRIBUTING MEMBER

e
1 To teach the need for Birth

Contro:

2 To make it legal for physicians
to instruct married persons m
safe methods of Birth Control

3 To open clinics where the best
contraceptive mmformation shall
be obtainable by all who need
1t

OUR
AIM

“There 15 no other subject of such mmportance as
Birth Control Knowledge of it marks a new and happier
phase 1n the history of civihization”

—H E Weus

* * *

‘The only practical mstrument by which eugenics can
work 1s Brrth Control ”
—Haverock EvrLis
* * *
“There could be no greater contribution to the morality
of the world and to marital happiness than Birth Control ”
—WiLiam Arcexn Pusey, M D, President of the
American Medwal Association 1924-25
* * *

‘It 15 not a question of intreducimg among the poor
an effort to prevent excessive child-bearmmg Such efforts
are made all the time now It 1s a question of introducing
safe and sane methods and of spreading among them the
knowledge that such a hmitation of the number of children
15 possitble without the rvisk of death or mvalidism It s
a question of offering to the poor who need 1t most, the
knowledge and the power which has long been the posses-
sion of those who need 1t least”

—Avice Hammron, M D, Harvard Medical School

FILL TN AND SEND WITH YOUR DUES TO
ROOM 1905, 104 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

Nams
Street
City State

Date of Jormng Amount

CLASSES OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
O A—$100 to $500 O C—$25
O B—$50 0O D—s$10
O E—$2 to %9

$10 or over includes a Years' Subscription to

THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW

CHECKS BHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO THE
AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUR

Burth Control Review

The following story 1s quoted from a lecture on Birth
Control by the Detroit Free Press

“I was travelbng 1n the west last year, and stopped at
a farm house for a drink A troop of children were play-
g 1n the garden

““Those children all yours? I said to the farmer

“ ‘Surest thing ye know,’ said he

“‘Goodness! How many children have you got? I
asked

““Let’s see,” he saxd “Them eight playmn’ there, and
Willie and Joe in town makes ten, and the three girls out
to service is thirteen, and—er—now let’s sece—’

“Just then a splendid flock of sheep came over the hill
““Yours® I said

“‘Surest thing ye know,” said the farmer

“‘How many

«<Jest 892, said he ™

PASSING THE BUCK TO POSTERITY

{(Continued from page 342)

ditions these figures do not hold But 1t is at least
theoretically possible to limit population increase
to less than an average of four children per famly

MANY plans of Birth Control methods have
already been proposed, but they are partly so

new that thewr merits are little understood, and
partly also so new that their very novelty makes
them almost as disagreeable to contemplate as war
and pestilence

Some, 1ndeed, being mured to disease and
slaughter, are even more hornified by the suggested
plan of birth hmitation than they are by the spec-
ters of famme and war But at least we all agree
that, whether necessary or not, and whether worse
than Birth Control or not, wars and pestilences are
evils

But evil as they may be, they have to be faced—
uniess you can thmk of a fourth evil you prefer to
any of these three We assume any new solution
discovered would be “an evil,” for i1t seems most
people agree that all plans for himiting human n-
crease are, for some mherent 1if elusive reason, bad
And we have seen that no plans for food increase,
samitation, or the like, are mn any true sense a solu-
tion, for they must lead to a twenty-story world
and eventual race tragedy

We could, of course, pass the buck to Posterity
That 1s an easy way for us Conceivably they might
not hke our solution, anyway, preferring one of
their own

THE END
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