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P r e l ~ m t n a r y  A n n o u n c e m e n t  

7 0  b e  h e l d  A u g u s t  3 1 ,  S e p t e m b e r  I ,  2 ,  1927 
at the Consewatntre de Musque, Geneva, Swtzerland 

HE World Population Conference, first of r t s  hnd ever to be held, wdl meet in the 
Conservato~re at Geneva, Switzerland, on August 31, September 1, 2, 1927, under 
the ausplces of leadmg suentlsts and suentlfic orgamatlons of many countr~es It 

wdl be, in effect, a conclave of the medlcal, b ~ o l o g ~ d ,  souolquzil, ethlcal and statishd 
authontles of the world, who have gone far in the study of the population problem, but 
who have never before assembled at a common meetmg table to exchange thelr vlews and 
coordinate thar knowledge The attention of all those mterested In the vanous techcal  
phases underlymg the problem as  a whole 1s called to thls internahonal meetlng and then 
cooperation 1s earnestly requested 

ITS PURPOSE AND PLAN 

The chef purpose of the World Population 
Conference ls to establish an internahonal mew 
point from which the questlon may be studed 
Such a conference must be stnctly saenollc, and 
accordngly emlnent men and women m the 
fields of medune, biology, econormcs smology 
and ethlcs wll be invtted to pamapate m round 
table discusstons By thls procedure tt  ~s hoped 
that some 150 or 200 leaders anll be grven an 
oppo-ty for mutual interchange of ideas and 
for the recogrution of the common element8 of 
the whole populatlon quemon 

It ls planned to have each sectlon of the con, 
ference prestded over by emnent authontles m 
each parucdar field and to so arrange the 
meetmgs that all branches of suence represented 
wll have an o p p o m t y  of contact d each 
other 

It is hoped dnt from thls conference wdl 
come the establtshment of a permanent mter 
natlonal orgamhon for populatlon fact h d m g  
and the adopuon of some common pomt of vtew 
whch wl l  tend toward a solutlon of the 
problem 

ITS POSSIBILITIES 

The natlons of the world are keenly aware 
of thar mdwdual popdahon problems, they are 
generally cog-t of the populaaon problems 
of thar near naghbors and all &stant wuntnes 
It ls known that the questlon of populaaon 
growth holds p b i h t l e s  of menace to the future 
of uwlwtlon-and yet the world populatlon 
problem a one of the few great wues of today 
whch have not been the subject of concerted 
mternaaond amon 

It a p b l e  from such a conference as is to 
be held m Geneva m September, 1927, to collate 
all avadable knowledge on the subject, and to get 
the suentlfic Interpretahon of thls knowledge 
n e e x u y  to stu the utuem of the several 
n a h m  to a sharp reahahon that the problem 
of one ls the problem of all 

It a possible that from such a conference d l  
come an mtematlonal movement whch, through 
its hdmgs, d l  help m the ~olutlon of other 
finanual, econonuc, and health problems whch 
are today the cause of grave concern 
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EDITORIAL 
I S  summer the Natlonal Woman's Party and July numbers of the Dearborn Zn- 

knocked m valn a t  the doors of the Interns- JUNE dependent contam a two-part artlcle gvmg  the 
honal Suffrage Alllaneem Congress ln Pans  The substance of lectures a w n s t  Birth Control de- 
International clalms to stand for full equallty for livered m Detroit b~ Father John A McClore~, a 

and the party based ]ts demand Cathollc prlest Thls 1s the Father McClorey who 
for admlsslon on ~ t s  general platform and on cer- const'tuted himself an  antidote to President Little 
tam spec~fic planks not lncluded m the program of M'*gan Unlversl* and has kept h's On 

the strong Amerlcan group, the Natlonal League Birth Control before the publlc m the press of 
middle western states There 1s nothlng new In the 

Of Voters' which Is member of round trodden by Father McClorey m these lec- 
the Its excluslon the Woman's tures H e  has brought together all the offenslve 
Pa* the accept emen- and many tunes disproved charges There 1s nelther 
tlals equallty But we ask, the space nor need to answer hlm m a magazme devoted 
lack of Blrth Control on the programs of both these to constructme work for Birth Control The Ide- 
Amencan organlzat10ns7 The Brltlsh women's or- pendent, however, is another matter Though not, 
g a m t l o n s  have accepted Birth Control m y  are we understand, a Roman Cathollc pubhcatlon, ~t 
we stlll knockmg a t  the doors of both American has edltorlally taken sldes wlth Father McClorey 
groups? Why has the means of strlkmg a t  "the T o  ~ t s  readers the case for Blrth Control has never 
tap-root of womsn's subjection" not been made been presented and ~ t s  present edltorlal a t t~tude 
part of the Woman's party my Is ~t shows unmllmgness to  hear thls slde W e  trust that 
not part of the amehoratlve program of the League In deference to freedom of 'peech the Independent 
of Women Voters' Untll ~t IS, nelther of these mu take sober second thought and Open its 

to a reply, we would suggest a reply by a mmlster, can 'Iaun to be the express'on of one whom a mlstaken mnterpretat~on of rellglon does 
the Or the "ghk of They mll rep- not force to urge the race to turn out a swarmmg 
resent a rmnOrlty and a morlb which mu never multitude of sickly souls to rmnlster to the "extnn- 
become a -Jorl* until all women are emancl~ated SIC glory" of a Moloch-God The acceptance of 
from the slavery of mmd and body that follows Catholic oplnlon as the final word on Blrth Control 
from excessive chld-beanng 1s medlaevallsm not ~ndependence and we can only 

It 1s a sl@cant fact that Frances Wr~gh t ,  one hope that the Independent ~ u s ~ l f ~  ~ t s  name by 

of the greatest of early fermnlsts, whose hfe 1s out- presenting both sldes 

lmed m thls number of the REVIEW, made Blrth 
Control a foundation demand for women's freedom 
It 1s a fact stlll more significant, because ~t gives 

u 
a hmt of the vast waste-of women's hves and T HERE 1s one passage m Father McClorey's 
women's mental physical vltallty &rough m- address that we do want to take up He states 

that ~f Blrth Control prevalls among Protestants 
regu1ated chlld-bearmg-the waste of a large part the world 1s p m g  to be made Catholic "by the bl*h 
of what women m g h t  contribute to s~~lety--that route " He adds "Let my non-Cathohc brethren 
Mary Wollstonecraft, first and greatest of f e n -  recognize and prevent thls most llkely Cathohc 
lusts, dled m chlld-blrth. monopoly of the earth W e  Cathohcs should llke 
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to be important In the world but not at  the cost of 
Protestant race sulclde " W e  do not thmk that hls 
non-Catholic brethren need be alarmed by this 
"Cathohc menace" for the reverend father 1s reck- 
oning in ignorance of the laws governing the move- 
ment of the blrth rate The very first and most lm- 
portant of these 1s that as the birth rate goes up so 
too does the death rate What Blrth Control among 
non-Catholics and unregulated blrths among Catho- 
llcs would mean IS a rlsing survlval rate among 
Protestant Infants whlle the Roman Cathohc death 
rate remalned the same, or if the church actually 
succeeded in enforcing dlscontlnuance of Birth 
Control among Catholics who use lt now, an in- 
crease of the Cathollc infant death rate With this 
also would go, for the Protestants, a decrease and 
for the Catholics an Increase, of miscarriage and 
still-births 

W H E  worklng of thls law of blrths and deaths 
1 IS brought out in a very concrete and vivid way 

by MISS Johnson's study of controlled and uncon- 
trolled births among mice, whlch 1s publlshed in this 
number of the REVIEW Another lesson from a sec- 
tlon of the birth rate 1s to be learned from a study 
now belng made by the American Blrth Control 
League of women among Mrs Sanger's corres- 
pondents who have had elght or more pregnancies 
Twenty letters taken at  random from thls group 
show but four mothers keeping all them chlldren to 
grow up Flve had kept two-thirds or more of thelr 
chlldren Of the rest, one kept 12 out of 19 (7 
dead),  another 7 out of 14 (7 dead), others 6 out 
of 14 (8 dead),  4 out of 11 (7 dead),  8 out of 15 
(7 dead) , 6  out of 12 ( 6  dead), 4 out of 8 (4  dead), 
6 out of 17 (11 dead) 

It 1s apparent how enormous the loss IS, often 
fifty per cent or over Another had four hvlng chll- 
dren out of 11 and the last born was defective An- 
other mother of ten had lost onlv one chlld. her last. 

speak there, followed by h s  refusal to meet her In 
debate 

It is thls attitude of crushing intolerance, thls 
unmlllngness to bsten and refusal to learn that has 
caused the recent Mexican reaction agalnst the 
Catholic Church President Calles' decree of July 
3rd IS an attempt to make effectlve the efforts 
Mexlco has been maklng for two generations to 
shake off the strangle hold of a medtaeval institu- 
tlon whlch has opposed every effort to lmprove the 
condltlon of the people and to make the government 
democratlc I f  the decree contalns certaln extreme 
repressive measures agalnst the church thls 1s only 
an indication of the intensity of the struggle The 
church has been able to render null and vold the 
democratic measures of former governments, so this 
government is turnlng her own weapons against 
her Most of the measures in Calles' decree, such 
as the secularlzlng of church property, the dlvorclng 
of church and state are already In force in such 
Cathohc countries as France and are perfectly m 
accord wlth democratlc Ideals Wlth the voke of 
medlaevalism thus thrown off we can antlclpate a 
splend~d development of the government work for 
Birth Control already begun m Mexwo 

B IRTH CONTROL is maklng steady progress 
among non-Cathollc clergy I t s  most recent 

advocate at  a church conference was the Reverend 
Lynn Harold Hough of Detrolt, who stated before 
the Northern New York Methodist Episcopal Con- 
ference that he beheved "the scientific control of 
fecundity" to be "not unchnstlan, but a very 
Christian-like thing to do in that it mll prevent 
natlons from stepplng on the toes of other natlons 
and prevent over-crowding wlthln the natlon with 
~ t s  attendant dangers of famlne and lnsurrectlon " 

but her next to last was defective This deteriora: 
tlon of the later born 1s a striklng thlng The 0 N our first page we publish In full the pre- 

lunlnary announcement of the World Popu- 
Inothers have no left Pve their younger lation Conference This conference, the 
chlldren and the succession Is with fie- first sclentlfic lnternat~onal congress on the subject 
quency, chldren* 'lckly Or defective chlldren, ever to be held, the outcome of the declslon of the ch~ldren who do not survlve infancy, stlll-blrths and 
mlqcarnages "I have got so I cannot carry them Slxth Internat~onal Neo-Malthusian and Birth 

to term," IS one of the commonest of expressions 
Control Conference to place the world-mde prob- 

among the "breeders" as more than one of these lem of population before the League of Natlons 

women calls herself m Geneva and to base the case for Birth Control 
before thls trlbunal on ~ o ~ u l a t l o n  pressure Plans u are already well under &a; and there is just a year 
m whlch to perfect them News of what promlses u P O N  the heels of Father McClorey's attack to be the most notable world congress of the century 

comes Father McGuire's resignation from a wlll be publlshed In the REVIEW as the program 
Beacon club because Mrs Sanger was allowed to matures 
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Experimental Breeding of Young Mammals 

Thzs report zs the result of an  experiment wzth young mzce, carefully studzed zn the snentzfic labora- 
tory of the Clzmcd Research Department of the Amencan Bzrth Control League I t  zs m t t e n  for 
lay readers of the REVIEW w h  mll be znterested zn knomng that the League zs attemptzng sczentzfic 
e;Lpenmentatzon under controlled condztzone I t  ur not a technzcd snentzfic treatzse That type of 
report zs bezng reserved for a btologzcd journul and mll be pblzshed by D r  C C Lzttle and Mzss 
Johnson as joznt authors D r  Lzttle acted zn an advzsory capaczty durzng the e~penment  descnbed 

1 Object This means that a t  least nine weeks would elapse 

T HE object of this evperiment was to deter- 
rmne the effects of forced breeding as con- 

trasted with controlled breeding of young mice 
With this m view about fifty young adults of breed- 
ing age were obtained from D r  C C Little's 
laboratory in September, 1925 

These mice are all pedigreed stock which have 
been inbred for a t  least eight years in his laboratory 
Contrary to the popular notion, inbreeding does 
not produce deterioration, unless the inherent po- 
tentiahties of the stock are bad These animals are, 
therefore in spite of long mbreeding, m excellent 
condition They are a very homozygous lot of ani- 
mals, and thus inasmuch as their inheritance is rela- 
tively defirutely known, any variation which ap- 
peared would be more likely to be due to experi- 
mental causes rather than to unexpected natural 
changes which rmght crop up  m a genetically un- 
known stock 

3 Introductzon 

Theoretically it is possible for rmce to give birth 
to young every three weeks Fo r  example, a female 
mouse may have a litter on May first, and while 
nursing these young for the usual three week 
period may have another litter developing 'in utero', 
givlng birth again on or about May 22nd 

An attempt was made, therefore, to keep this 
cycle going at  top speed and to have mice repro- 
duce every three weeks Such mice are referred to  
as "forced " I n  contrast tb this a control series 
was run in which mother mice were givcn a chance 
to recuperate from a previous litter before they 
were mated again Three weeks were allowed to 
elapse after weaning the former litter before the 
mice were bred again and if unpregnated, three 
weeks were required for development 'in utero ' 

between litters from the control animals Only a 
fraction of this experiment can be reported now 
because of reasons given below 

A t  the outset it should be stated that although 
female mice can theoretically reproduce every three 
weeks, practically they do not do so when bred in 
many cases I n  other words, there is a multiplicity 
of factors involved, such as metabolic condition of 
the mouse, stage of ovulation, fertility of the male, 
and so on Thus, although females were bred im- 
mediately after parturition, young did not always 
result For example ninety-six of these mothers 
were bred, but only twenty-eight produced litters 
at  the earhest expected date 

4 Results 

One thousand, six hundred and eighty-four mice 
were born smce the begining of the experiment Of 
these rmce, forty-six htters comprising three hun- 
dred and nmeteen rmce were from control females, 
and ninety-six litters comprising six hundred and 
two mlce were from experimental females It often 
happened that "forced" mothers had young not 
exactly three weeks after their previous litter, but 
four, five, or six weeks afterwards 

These htters furrush interesting material for 
study of growth c w e s ,  but for this present wnt- 
ing these will be excluded from the report Detailed 
study on individual growth curves will serve as ma- 
terial for a purely scientific and later report It is 
desired to consider a t  present, simply those litters 
which were true "forced" litters, that is, the result 
of a nursing mother who had, at  the same time, 
another litter developing 'in utero ' These will be 
compared and contrasted w t h  young whose 
mothers had free nursing period (three weeks) a 
recuperative time of three weeks before breeding 
for the next litter and thus a total of nine weeks 
(three weeks pregnancy period for the second lit- 
ter) between litters 
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'L'LZBI,ES O F  THE T W O  GROUPS 

Control 07 "Recuperated" Moth~r s  "Forced" Mot11 ers 
U n d  N ~ ~ n ~ b r r  of 1 oung Lwtng 
Young trr Lotlor Young 

- 
1 
5 
0 
5 
4 
5 
0 
4 
0 
0 
- 

30 Dead 

Dead 
Young 

2 0 2 
I n  a total of 46 comblned litters, the average 6 1 5 

number of mlce per lltter was 6 48 The forced 8 4 4 
females had an average of 5 96 young per lltter 3 0 3 
and the control females had 7 28 per lltter The - - - 
Infant mortality was slgnlficantly htgher In the 28 Lltters 96 Llvlng 71 Dead 
forced lltters than In the control serles 

Control Forced 

Percentage Infant mortallt~ 22 9 42 5 
Mlce per lltter 7 28 5 96 

Thus in twenty-elght lltters whlch were forced, 
although 167 mlce were born, only 96 survlved I n  
case of the controls, however, where the mothers 
were allowed to recuperate from the straln and 
physlolog~cal effect of a former pregnancy before 
they were allowed to breed, of 131 young born, 101 
survlved I n  other words, more young resulted 
from controls even w ~ t h  them fewer lltters, than 
dld m the case of the forced anlmals wlth the11 
larger r~umber born The physlologlcal energy and 
effort wasted m the case of the forced females 1s 
obvlous 

It mlght be suggested that the dlfferentlal mor- 
tallty was due to some other factor than merely the 
forced pregnancy Thls chance has, however, been 
reduced to a mlnlmum because the females were all 

of approximately the same age (young adults), 
and were, because of thew contmued mbreedlng In 
the laboratory, of as nearly the same genetlc con- 
stltutlon as 1s posslble to obtam under observation 
They recelved the same dlet and care throughout 
the expenmental process The dlet used has been 
found adequate m vltarmn content and has been 
used for over ten years mth  no record of rlckets 
or metabolic disturbance of any sort m ralslng over 
50,000 mice 

It is planned to study the growth curves of these 
lndlvldual mlce wlth a new to comparing the 
progress made by young resulting from "tuned" 
and "forced" pregnancles 

More llvlng young resulted from fewer con- 
trolled pregnancles than from many forced ones 

(Contsnwd on page 290) 
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Passing the Buck to  Posterity 
By VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON 

PART I 

A H U N D R E D  and twenty-seven years ago we find unlimted food, we shall in the end trample 
the clergyman Malthus enunciated his fam- each other under foot when there 1s no longer stand- 

ous doctrme that population was sometimes bound ing room on the earth 
to outrun food supply, and that squalor and world 
stanation would follow That was an mexorable HE vital statisticians, who are wresthng with T truth, but he dressed it up and unlntentlonal1~ Neo-Ma~thuslan~sm, base their estimates of the 
gulsed It  with absurd lssues One by One growth of world population on statistics showmg 
these frills have been torn away, and each time the of the past 
cry has been raised that Is dead It But Tellable census figures for the whole world 
Is not but naked Its garb Its have never existed since the time when Noah took 
truth is marchmg on tally of his passengers leaving the Ark W e  esti- 

According to the false Malthusianism of Malthus mate there are about 1,800,000,000 mouths to feed 
himself, we should all have starved to death ~ o m e  just a t  present-but the emphasis is on the word 
tune ago England, according to the unmodified estrmte 
Doctrme, should have entered upon the final epoch Apart  from doubtful Roman attempts, the tak- 
of chrome hunger (or resultmg wars and pestil- mg of censuses on a nat~onal scale is a modern 
ences) somewhere around 1845, and the rest of the p,tlme sweden began 1749 ~ ~ n l ~ ~ d  was 
world either a little earlier or somewhat later next, m 1751, and then came Denmark, Norway 

But here we all are, ahve, prosperous, and scep- and Spam The Umted States was pretty busy 
tical of the various prophets of doom W e  seem to having a war during the last quarter of that cen- 
conclude, easily, that because we never yet have had tury, but we got mto the game promptly thereafter 
a world f a m e ,  we never mll have one I n  that and had our first census m 1790 W e  were ahead 
respect we may be a bit llke the colored man who of Great Britain and France, whlch had their first 
was so cheerful in Aprll because he had always complete counts m 1801 Various other countries 
noticed that if he lived through March he hved straggled along through that century, and Russ~a  
through the rest of the year did not have a census till 1897 Turkey, Chma and 

many others have not had one yet Something hke 
forty per cent of the world's population is known HE Neo-Malthusians tell us, grimly, that the to us only through estunates 

Tstarvat ion sentence pronounced on hurnamty by 
Malthus has not been reversed, or commuted, but 
only stayed They say the advance of population T is, then, a httle hard to guess just how fast the 
upon food supply cannot be checked T o  their race ls since we do not 
rmnd, companson mth  an advancmg giant falls how many people there were at time 
short of the truth the past, and do not know how many there are a t  

present 
population ls rlsmg as tide we The simplest way to look a t  the Malthusian ques- agamst It as thes do a@'nst the sea Hol- tion would be to consider how long it takes a popu- 

land, but there are breaches the and lation to double Since we - do no better than 
we are be*g forced to reahze that every One of Our to  assume somethng, we draw our conclusions from 
protective devices (with perhaps One Is single and that the world as a 
but a stopgap whole would present a slmlar picture ~f only we 

I have mvented myself, or a t  least advertised, had all the facts 
One these stop@ps postpoI1lng Fulland has doubled three tunes from 1749 to the 
ger That has led me to the others present in spite of emigration, the Umted States 
pose we examme them and see Inadequate they has doubled seventeen tlmes smce 1790, but that 
are, and When we come to the fifth act the 1s partly thanks to w g r a t l o n  The only known 
hama,  we shall consider what chance there may be .,,try that has not doubled numbers the 
of promdmg for lt a happy endmg last century 1s France It seems reasonable, there- 

The world population problem presents two de- fore, to assume that world population has doubled 
nouements--ather we shall eventually starve, or if a t  least tmce in the last hundred years 
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it has been noticed that if you ignore both 
By2mig ra t i on  and emigration, considering only 
excess of blrths over deaths, the varlous peoples are 
increasing less and less rapidly It is therefore 
logical to suppose that total world population may 
next time take more than a century to double twice 
over Let  us be conservative and say it will be able 
to double only half that often, or once per hundred 
years 

That's a nice round figure, 100 per cent increase 
in 100 years On the bas~s of that we shall arrive 

The developments m farm machmery and trans- 
portatlon were equally unforeseen by Malthus H e  
did not even suspect the possibility of mowers and 
binders and threshing machmes, of steamships and 
railway trains and motor trucks Neither did it 
occur to him that fertilizers could be made directly 
out of the air, as the Norwegians are now maklng 
them on a large scale with water power, and as the 
United States is about to do through such great 
projects as that of Muscle Shoals 

a t  some falrly interesting comparative conclusions 
about the various schemes for increasing the food WE are ln a position to produce any year, 

of the world, and about how many years each if we want to, much more food than the year 
scheme is good for In warding off Malthusian world preceding A sure promise higher prices 
starvation bring a t  once a considerable increase in wheat or 

If we find that all the schemes together suffice to corn or potatoes 

produce unlimited food, we shall next consider the But the fact 1s that we are producing each Year 
alternative How soon mll our globe have to hang only a few Per cent more food than we are consum- 
out the sign of "Standing Room Only?" ing If production were for some reason kept from 

increasing beyond the present yearly output, the 
normal, steady increase m populatlon would over- 

T H E R E  are many things we now know which take the food supply In a few years, and world 
Malthus dld not foresee Through these we starvation would start-say, in 1935 

understand why his calculation was as But there are several ways of fending off hunger the exact decade In which England, for instance, yet a while beyond that would begin to starve 
Some of the ideas which put Malthus and h ~ s  beg1n mth* we don't need to eat the food 

contemporaries off the track, are now so strange We do eat The doctors agree that people 
and out of date that we can scarcely concelve that suffer from than from undereating 
anyone could ever have held them One such was T h ~ s  remains true even when you consider famines 
about what we now call prairies In distant lands and the hunger of the poor in our 

cities Surely, if we were put to it, we could find 
In Europe grasslands' such as those of some means of restraining the appetites of many 

Hungary and Russia' were supposed to be Incap- if not most of our gluttons, to the limit at  least 
of supporting but a where the quantity of food they eat would not ruin 
of stockmen* west of the as thew dispositions, derange their kidneys and turn 

Professor Barrows of the University of Chicago th,rty per cent of our people corpulent 
has shown, the prairies of the United States and 
Canada were considered to be wholly worthless as 
late as 1818, twenty years after Malthus first an- HE food saved by the avoidance of gluttony 
nouncedhls Doctrine Apparently it was supposed T c o u l d ,  the genius of which we 
that they even boast, be distributed among the underfed, taking 

good care of them and leaving a surplus which 
U T  the prairies of Europe, the two Americas, would allow for, say* a five or ten or fifteen Per 

B and ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ,  have bcome the great cent Increase in the world's populatlon That would 
wheat fields of the world Similar grasslands m give us a lease life, so far as hunger Is 'On- 

Slberia and Africa are fast being turned to  cereal cerned, to* say 
production W e  could also save much dlrect waste that comes 

This increase of food was not dreamed of by from our extravagant and sll~shod As one 
Malthus and, of course, changed the time element profitable hangover from the war publicity, we still 
of his calculations have among us the saying that an average French 

Thanks, partly, to Increased and mcreasing can live On what an average 
wheat, we did not starve to death as and when pre- wastes 
dicted, but we are catching up on the wheat supply Perhaps some continental slogan may later have 
and it alone cannot save us from the Malthusian it that a Chinese famlly can hve on what a French 
doom. one wastes 
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UT there must be a llmlt to that klnd of econ- And, critical reader-please do not begn a t  or 
omy somewhere, and I doubt any sort of famlly near this polnt to pick flaws m our argument Per- 

can be found to llve well on what the Chmese waste haps we shall get around to the objection you have 
But the l~mlt  IS at least nowhere near present III mind before we come to the end of thls article 
Amerlcan or English practlce I t  IS vanously estimated that the available fresh 

The ~osslble fruits of mere economy of this sort waters of the world wlll lrrlgate anythlng from ten 
may therefore allow for another fifty or hundred to twenty-five per cent of the varlous deserts that 
mllllons of ~ o ~ u l a t l o n  Increase and stave off world are not now avallable for cereal production because 
famine tdl, say, 1955 of inadequate ralnfall Irrigated deserts are usu- 

A conceivable, though a grim and re~rehenslble, ally frultful and pleasant to live m, as we know 
economy 1s that of ceasing to feed so many animals from Amerlcan experience m Utah and California 
that are not economlcall~ useful---cats and Pet dogs Irr~gatron, therefore, not only adds to the food 
and race horses and Parrots and the like l30ubtless supply, ~t reheves the congestion of our cltles by 
most people would think of this as nearly ~f not perm~tting relatively dense rural communltles mth 
quite the ultimate nlggardllness, to which we would consequent soclal advantages approximating those 
he drlven only just before starvlng ourselves I of a 
mention it here merely because ~t can be classified 
rather as an economy than as a productlve measure More ~nteresting, because less understood than 

Anyhow, thls last economy IS of small account ~rrigatlon, is the new science and art  of dry farm- 

Perhaps it m~gh t  provlde for a ten milllon increase mg, wh~ch IS l~kely to do even more for the con- 

of world population, thus moving the starvation quest of the deserts There are agr~cultural experts 
date ahead one or two years, or down to, say, 1956 still livlng who remember the time when the best 

methods of wheat cultivation then comrnonlv used 

next thlng that suggests itself, and perhaps 
Tg,"most obvious, 1s the cult~vatlon of unused 
ground The Engllsh turned their parks mto po- 
tato fields durlng the war More obviously, we 
could brlng under the plow much vacant land in 
every country that now lles idle merely because 
we haven't got around to plowing ~t 

The authorities differ as to how much the cultma- 
t ~ o n  of unused lands would add to our food supply 
Let  us say anything from twenty-five to fifty per 
cent From the ultlmate Malthusian point of new, 
~t matters little whlch percentage you choose, the 
only difference IS that the final moment of necessity 
is staved off by a few decades ~f the highest estimate 
pro\ es the truest 

Stlck~ng to the figures we have been usmg, 
rather to seem concrete than to be exact, we ma) 
assume that cultlvatlng the last acre of the world's 
unused lands would enable us to support anythlng 
up to five hundred mllllon people more That 
would brlng the world to wversa l  starvation about 
thirty-three years from our previous date of 1956, 
or In 1989 

UST because exactness 1s ridiculous in such cal- J culatlons as these, we a r e  t ak~ng  p a w  to be 
rldlculously exact 

would not avail unless the rain were a t  least twenty 
inches per year The same regions now produce 
good crops regularly w ~ t h  rains varylng from 
twelve inches even down to seven 

S O M E  of the dlscoverles In dry farmlng are so 
slmple as to be explainable m a paragraph, and 

the marvel therefore IS, as In so many other cases, 
that "no one ever thought of ~t before " When the 
sun strlkes a plowed field of ordlnary coarseness, 
for ~nstance, ~t sucks out molsture a t  a great rate 
But let the upper quarter or half inch, or perhaps 
an mch, of the so11 be pulver~zed very fine, and the 
sun is defeated A large part of the moisture re- 
mains in the ground untll ~t is needed by the roots 
of the growlng wheat Such dlscovenes, and others 
more comphcated, have made dry farmlng one of 
the chlef agencies m postponmg the dreadful day 
of the reallzatlon of the Malthusian forecast 

Irrigation and dry farmmg together will make 
productlve, large so-called deserts in every contl- 
nent and may ~ncrease the world's total food by, 
say, twenty-five per cent, whlch enables us to say 
with some confidence that the Great Hunger IS not 
due tlll we have added 25 years to 1989, or about 
2009 

(To be cont~nued) 
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A Birth Control Clinic in Hungary 

T WENTY years ago a group of forty people, press 1s very unfortunate m a m u n w  where Catho- 
men and women, started a Blrth Control llclsm 1s officlal Nobody cares for it and Cathohcs 

Clmc,  and they found the followmg sltuat~on to themselves do not read ~t 
exlst m Hungary I n  regard to physlclans, we found that every 

Legally physlclans were permitted to glve con- decent physlclan m the country was and IS m favor 
traceptlve advlce ~f ~t was for the safety of the of Blrth Control theoret~cally and m pract~ce Dr 
mother Legally the sale of contraceptive appara- Drysdale, who has favored us mth, I t b k ,  two 
tus was forb~dden except on physlclans' prescnp- vlslts, can testlfy to lt When we found opposltlon 
hons, but In sp~ te  of thls legal sltuatlon, the sale by physlclans, lt was mnvarnably the case of dlsrepu- 
was perfectly open Every drug store wmdow had table phys~c~ans whose whole practlce was based 
e v e r ~ t b n g  that was to be exhlblted w t h  the name on illegal operations One case was that of a rather 
of ~t and wlth the pnce of ~t and nobody ever mter- famous physlc~an who performed abortions, whch 
fered are Illegal m Hungary 

One of my earllest recollechons of rules of be- 
hav~or was as a chtld, bemg a pup11 m a Cathohc A Women's Bureau 
convent-gomg to school m a Cathohc convent 
although not a Ca thohc the  nun who taught be- We started the fist Birth Control c h c  m Buda- 
havlor told us two things "If You go on the street pest 'Jhs was s~mply a place whch we called 
and You meet boys, drop Your eyes, CMdren " The advlce and lnformat~on for women W e  sald women 
second was "If You Pass a drug store m d o w  could come m w t h  any problem of thelr hves-  
please don't look a t  ~t!'' W e  hadn't the shghkst mdlv~dual, ethical, moral, finsnc~al, legal, medlcal, 
idea why we shouldn't look a t  lt and I remember professional or whatever problem they m g h t  have 

my ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b - ~ ~ c ~ u s ~  I had parents It was twenty y a r s  ago yesterday to the day 
were accustomed to Our co*dence--and that we started that I was there on the first day 
our parents told us keep our eyes a t  the level before ,+,,& all our group I must never speak of as 
us and to look at any mndow we would hke to mme because we were a group of forty The f3st 

Many* many Years later mY mother me that queshon came up, ~t had n o b g  to do w t h  Birth 
she went to the convent and asked why we were Control, was c ' ~ o w  many chdhen have youp It 

look at drug store wmdows and the nun sal$ was lmmedlately evldent that that was the woman's 
"~ecauSe those things are exhlblkd " She trouble We told her, "You must not have another 
reallse that chlldren wouldn't know what the thlngs child - we found out that question came 
meant and their curloslt3' was  st awakened be- up, whether It was housmg sculhes, or scul t les  
cause they know what they were I that m mama&, or a c u l h e s  m other relat~ons, hardly 
only as an ~llustrat~on that legally that was proh- came up where we bve to go down 
bltlOn, but life cared that prohbihon to that question of why have you so many chddren, 

Catholrc Oppoerttm or why do you go on havlng ch~ldren? W e  found 
lt was by the practlce of hfe, and we found that 

Soclall~ we found that Birth Control, or as we ~t was such a fundamental questlon that we must 
called lt, Neo-Malthuslar~sm, was practised m the make one of the biggest Issues of all our work 
classes who could afford to get the necessary thlngs so we as Dr Drysdale's h k r a m e  
The question was handled soclall~ as the queshon prove, and the blggest med~cal authonhes m our 
of reh@on Intellectual people are not rellf30us country stood w t h  us and by us m our education 
nor do they pretend to be rehgous Roman Catho- of the public and the State authonhes 
llclsm 1s the state rellgon and the people of the The State authonthes had always had the dream 
masses must be rehgous You must keep rehgon of thirty don Hungarlam I don't h o w  why 
In the masses It was the same thmg m Birth Con- but that was the slogan We were sixteen &on 
trol W e  practlse ~t and we want lt, but for the , and we must arrive a t  thuty d o n  Now 
masses, they must not h o w ,  they mustn't do ~t that fight for thirty d o n  Hungmans the 

W e  found the press very open to any dlscuss~on State tried to make rules and make new laws pro- 
along any study about the necess~ty of Birth Con- hlbltmg more and more and makmg it ddlicult to 
trol except the Cathohc press, but the Cathollc (Cont~mwd on page 289) 
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The Present Status of the Church on Birth Control 

S 0 far as the Protestant Church is concerned and 
the Hebrew Communion, there is no organized 

opposition to Birth Control So far as the Roman 
Catholic Church is concerned, they are organized 
against us The Roman Catholic opposition is the 
ch~ef opposition w t h  which we hsve to contend a t  
the present time I have always ventured to hope 
that some day the Roman Catholic Church may see 
fit to modify its pos~tion, even as it has modified 
other positions m the past There was a tune when 
they were perfectly wiUlng to persecute men who 
maintained that the world was round Now they 
certamly do not persecute people for that behef 
Possibly on Blrth Control they may so modify them 
position as to recogmze the good work that it is 
domg 

I n  the Protestant Church I am compelled to say 
that England is a t  least a decade ahead of us here 
I speak as an Episcopalian, and I tell you that I 
have not yet succeeded in gettmg the subject in- 
troduced into the Church Congress, or mto any 
leading gatherings of clergymen of my own 
church I n  England, however, for some years the 
matter has been very seriously discussed I think 
the thing was largely precipitated by the remarks 
of that famous physlclan and churchman, Lord 
Dawson, the kmg's physician, when he came out so 
strongly five or six years ago for Birth Control 

I n  the Protestant Church, and I have no doubt 
m the Hebrew Cornmumon too, there is an ever- 
mcreaslng number of clergymen and laymen who 
are out for this thing You know that every move- 
ment is a t  first ridiculed, then it is said to be con- 

trary to the Bible, and then it passes Into the third 
stage-"Why we have thought so all along " Well, 
we have passed the ridiculous stage, we are about 
fin~shmg w t h  the people who seem to thlnk that 
Birth Control is contrary to the B~ble, and if the 
editorials and newspapers and the attitude of the 
physicians, as indicated in the great meeting of 
yesterday and throughout the land, convey any- 
thmg, we are coming to the stage "Why we have 
thought so all along " 

One thmg I would hke to  say, and it is for the 
encouragement of all of us You remember that 
on one occaslon a yonug reporter came to Henry 
Ward Beecher and said "Mr Beecher, I am will- 
mg to report your sermons and correct the gram- 
matical errors for so much a month " And M r  
Beecher said "Why, &d I make any grammatical 
errors?" The young reporter said "Yes, you 
made, I think, a score, yesterday" M r  Beecher 
looked a t  him a m~nute  and sald "Young man, 
when grammar gets between me and my message, 
it doesn't stand a chance " 

When ecclesiastical organization or authority 
gets in the way of human need, human suffering 
and the possibility of alleviatmg human suffering, 
that ecclesiastical authority doesn't stand a chance, 
and I don't care whether the headquarters of the 
ecclesiastical authority is in Rome, or in Canter- 
bury or m Tibet The reason I have for saying this 
is because I recognize the work that is being done 
by our climc in New York City Of the people, 
the mothers who come for help, one-third are 
Hebrew, one-third are Protestant, and one-third 
are Roman Catholic It is an mdication that human - 

*Since this paper was read at the Suth Internat~onal Blrth 
need will pay no attention whatever to ecclesiastical 

Control Conference, the Ep~scopal Chureh has taken oaclal notlce of when lt ls possible find a right way 
~ i r t h  Control See Bmrn C O N ~ O L  R ~ m a  for January and A ~ ~ I I  alleviate the suffering 

Profusion 
The ~ncoherent rambler-rose 

Has uttered too much bloom. 
Her pink-white parlance overflows- 

The incoherent rambler-rose 
Stammers in petals, all she knows, 

Her thoughts have no perfume, 
The incohe~nt rambler-rose 

Has uttered too much bloom 

-MAY LEWIS In the Forwm 
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A Pioneer for Birth Control 

M ARY WOLLSTONECRAFT d~ed In 1797, hut when a t  the age of 21, she and her younger s~ster  Camllle, took 
the eighteenth century came to an end, there was the bold and unusual step of crosslng the ocean to Amer- 

In England a little g ~ r l  of five years old, who was destined lea, without chaperon The step was made a l~t t le  less 
to carry on the torch whlch the great ploneer of woman's awful by the fact that there were friends of the famlly 
cause had to drop when a t  thirty-e~ght years of age, she to whom they brought letters of introduction, but desp~te 
came to her unt~mely end Frances Wr~ght* was born in thls mltlgat~on, the boldness and unconventionality of the 
Dundee In 1795 D r  Waterman In his new hfe of t h ~ s  proceeding must have startled every fr~end In England 
great warrlor for human hberty tells of her fam~ly and 
early years In England She was brought up am~d all Vzszt to Amemca 
the advantages that money and education could bestow, This first ~ l s l t  the United States resulted In a 
but none of these could compensate for the fact that she 1" which Frances gave full r a n  to her enthusiasm for the 

lost both father and mother before she was three years of Liberty Instead of the carplag cntlclsm of 
old, and from that time she found herself In an ungenlal other wr~ters who had visited America and wr~tten of them 

and even hostlle atmosphere Her active enquiring mind, there Was nothing but Praise for the people and 

met by repression, made of her from the first a rebel government This book establlshed Frances Wright 
agalnst convent~ons and agalnst the current modes of In Amencan popular esteem to a degree which gave her 

thought and oplnion a remarkable advantage later when she went on the plat- 

D~ waterman has spent much time and devoted much form to advocate reforms For the first enthus~asm was 

fa~thful labor to an exam~nation of all available papers In later vlslts a ~ e r c e ~ t l o n  of how f a r  short 

He was aided by D r  William Norman Guthrle, grandson even America fell of the high Ideals of hberty which had 

of Frances Wnght, who 1s in possession of the famlly been bullt out the writings of the poets and phlloso- 

papers He learned all there was to be ascertained of the phers of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth cen- 

facts of Frances Wr~ghts's hfe But h ~ s  b~ography is a turles 
book about a woman mth whom the author has never be- Before her emergence as a reformer, Frances Wright 
come acquainted He did not in all h ~ s  research get to had had other experiences which enhanced her fame and 

know her, to feel her as a hvlng, breathing, feehng human '-l~'ckened her ~udgment One reader of her American 

belng, and consequently his book lacks the linng touch book who appreciated her enthusiasm and endorsed her 

wh~ch true b ~ o ~ r a p h y  must have if it 1s to deserve the favorable OPlnlons of the United States, was Gpneral 

t ~ t l e  Nevertheless, in spite of the fact that Frances Lafa~e t t e ,  the hero of the Revolutlonar~ War In  1821 
W r ~ g h t  remalns In these pages a shadow and that the there began what was to be a hfe-long, and for  some years 

reader 1s never able to feel the charm of her presence, or a Very close frlendshlp between the enthuslastlc young 
thnll mth the magtc of her oratory, we are very grateful Scotch Woman and the aged General In  1824 when Gen- 

to D r  Watemnan for resculng her from something hke eral L a f a ~ e t t e  nslted America, Frances and Camilla 
obhv~on, and enabllng her to take her place among the wrlght  were again in this country, and were mth  hlrn In 
herolnes of the nineteenth century, who blazed the t r a ~ l  many of his JourneYlngs With Lafa~et te ,  she was we]- 

for the v~ctor~ous women of the twentieth corned by Jefferson to Mont~cello, and by Mamson t o  
Montpel~er One has to keep In mlnd the prest~ge attach- 

Love of Democracy ing t o  MISS Wnght  from these msits and thls associat~on, 
when one 1s inchned to wonder a t  the mlldness mth whlch 

Frances Wright's rebellion against the accepted had the newspapers afterwards her heterodox opinions 

one very cunous development whxch enormously affected Antz-slave y Ideals 
her life During her g?rlhOOd, lt was 

In Eng- The first for reform made by Frances Wright 
land to and 'Iur Over the War Of Independence concerned slavery, to her a great blot on the Amencan 
and to affect a 'Ontempt for and its people escutcheon She d ~ d  not undertake a crusade against the 
Frances refused this estimate, and set but sought to mscover a way In which It could gradu- 
to read Amencan l1lstory and to the lnstltutlons ally be ended Thus began her colony a t  Nashoba, where 

the United States The result was to fire her mth she hoped to tram slaves for freedom whle encourapng 
for the new country in which she seemed to r e c o e z e  the them to buy their way hberty D~ Waterman g.lves 

of her dreams Of hberty and equalrty To the a long chapter t o  thrs great expenment, and goes lnto 
horror Of her conservative fnends9 *'gust 1818* detall as  to the causes of ~ t s  fa~lure Suffice ~t here to sav ~~- ~ ~ -a - that  the expenrnent faded, partly because of the faultl- 

Frances Wright, by William Randall Waterman, Ph D , 
Columbia University, New York ness of the rnatenal mth which Prances Wnght  had t o  
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work, and part ly because she rashly tned  t o  Introduce a 
system of communism whlch had nothlng t o  do wlth the 
extlnct~on of negro slavery 

I n  the meanwhile there had grown up a fnendship be- 
tween Frances Wrlght and Robert Dale Owen, and d e n  
she relinquished Nashoba she transferred her Interests t o  
New Harmony, there t o  throw her energies Into the pubh- 
catlon of the Nero Harmony Gazette It was a t  New Har -  
mony that  she came Into the realization of her own genlus 
It was not the wrltten but the spoken word, whlch was t o  
thrlll great audiences and t o  make her name famous on 
two continents Apparently a Fourth of July oratlon de- 
livered at New Harmony was the first appearance on the 
public platform, and her first audience was the sympa- 
thetic one of New Harmony 

This first attempt was qulckly followed u p  I n  the 
summer of the same year Frances Wrlght  was deliveilng 
a course of publlc lectures In Cinclnnatl The shock tha t  
such unladylike conduct gave to  her frlends and t o  soclety 
can hardly be realized Mrs Trollope, who was then in 
Amenca, commented on the vlolent sensation caused by 
the announcement of the lectures "That a lady of for- 
tune, famlly and educatlon, whose youth had been passed 
in the most refined c~rcles of private hfe," she wrote, 
"should present herself t o  the people as  a pubhc lecturer, 
would naturally excite surprlse anywhere but ~n 
America, where women are guarded by a seven-fold shield 
of habltual lnslgnlficance it has caused an effect tha t  can 
hardly he described " But when she had made the effort 
and, well guarded by a pa r ty  of gentlemen, had actually 
attended the lecture, she was full of the "splendor, the 
brilliance, the overwhelming eloquence of thls extraorhn- 
a ry  orator  " It was no wonder tha t  the lectures were well 
attended Not only was there the natural curiosity t o  
see a woman on the platform, but the Interest aroused was 
real and deep and was no doubt heightened by the beauty, 
the grace, the charm and the youth of the orator  

A Lady on the Publzc Platform 
From thls tune on until the end of her hfe In 1852, 

Frances Wright occupled herself wlth schemes for  the 
betterment of the world I n  1831, she marrled M Phlque- 
pal  d'Arusmont, who had been associated In the Nashoba 
experiment The  follomng year her only chlld, Frances 
Sylva, was born Durlng these years much of her time 
was spent In France and England, but m 1836 she was 
again in Amerlca lecturing 

Unllke some of the other ploneers of the woman's move- 
ment, Frances Wright  h d  not  hmlt herself t o  the one 
subject of woman's freedom She longed t o  sweep away 
all exclusive pnvlkges, all monopohes, all exemptions of 

one class as  compared m t h  another She demanded hbera- 
tlon for the negroes, for the oppressed among the work- 
Ing classes, for  all who suffered under any form of bond- 
age And for all men and women she demanded first of all 
educatlon Probably her greatest achievement was the 
creation of public oplnion In favor of universal free edu- 
catlon-something tha t  In those days was unknown m 
elther New York  o r  the Southern States 

I n  maklng the demand for universal educatlon she con- 
stantly emphasized the revolutionary doctrine tha t  women 
should enjoy equal educational advantages with men She 
urged the folly of leavlng the "most important and ~nflu- 
ential" half of the race in darkness and ignorance She 
declaimed agalnst the ~njust ice which deprived women 
upon then  marnage of all the property they possessed, 
merged their legal Identity with tha t  of thew husbands, 
and left them entirely a t  their mercy 

Birth Control 
But all these demands were conservative and mild com- 

pared m t h  the audaclty n t h  which she put  forward the 
rrght of woman to  control her offspring Her  attention 
was probably called t o  Birth Control through her asso- 
clatlon m t h  Robert Owen and hls son Robert Dale Owen, 
but whlle the subject had been vigorously agitated In 
England by the group of men wlth whom Owen was asso- 
clated, who had accepted the theories of Malthus, Frances 
Wrlght stands first among women to  labor In this field 
She was convinced tha t  there could be no greater evll than 
br ingng Into the world children who could not be properlj 
provlded for and she was not a f r a ~ d  t o  speak her con- 
vlctlon to  a shocked world It was too much for  that  
world As M r  Waterman phrased it, "Frances W n g h t  
had fallen hopelessly from grace Almost anything m ~ g h t  
be beheved of such a trai tor  t o  the modesty of her sex " 

Fortunately for  herself, Frances W r ~ g h t  was unaware 
of her fall She was too much absorbed In her Ideas and 
In her des~re  t o  teach the people who were groplng m ~ g -  
norance t o  have tlme t o  cons~der how badly she was break- 
lng through all conventions So she went forward In splte 
of opposition and abuse, speaking, teaching, wntlng, 
always looking forward t o  a better and a happler world 
Years have passed slnce her death-almost three-quarters 
of a century-and thls brave, beautiful, insplred woman 
has been badly neglected by the common people whom 
she loved, by the women whom she deslred t o  hberate and 
enhghten, by the hlstorlans who have traced the course 
of the reforms which she so eloquently advocated It 1s 
well t ha t  a t  last we have a n  authentic story of her hfe, 
albelt t ha t  ~t does not g v e  the mslght Into her soul t ha t  
we would have deslred 
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NORMAL FAMILIES 
A Refreshrng Grozlp Who Have Not Ye t  Overbred 

Why should not these fanzdws rcnulvn n o d  mstead of bemg forced to grow beyond t h r  rc- 

oources and thear health9 Why s h d  they not be allwed to control thew pro1;jicacy before they be- 

CDWZ objects of p t y e  

Help Me to Choose the Time 
MISSOU~I 

I am 17 years old We were marned 5 months ago 
When I was marrled 2 weeks I became pregnant When 
I saw how easy ~t was for me to become pregnant I was 
wormed because I was In fear of havlng a large famlly 
I'm really happy now because I'm golng to get a llttle 
baby I know now that after you help me I can choose 
the tlme to get another If ~t wasn't for you how un- 
happy I'd be I'd be worrylng about havlng the baby 
because after I'd have ~t I'd maybe find myself pregnant 
again because I love my husband so much and I respond 
to hlm easlly Oh, I'm so happy now and I msh you all 
the good luck God could grve 

All in Good Shape 
North Carollna 

I am marned to one of the best men ~n every way I 
most ever heard of 'Though we are poor and not able 
to ralse a large fam~ly, we have 2 sweet boys, one 1s 3 
years old the other one 1s 16 months old They are fat  
and healthy, never been slck any, I mean bad slck Them 
father and myself are in good health so far as I know 
I was 27 years old when I was marr~ed, hdn't suffer so 
very hard when they were born but we don't want any 
more because we are not able to do a good part  for any 
more We are so happy mth  our boys I know there 
never was a couple any happ~er  than we I bad a mls- 
carnage last month D~dn't know there was anythlng 
wrong, hfted somethlng I suppose caused ~t My baby 
1s so heavy to hft, guess he mll we~gh 30 or 35 lbs , thlnk 
that was the greatest cause I am weakly when pregnant, 
am m good health except then My husband don't want 
me to have any more He 1s lgnorant hke myself and don't 
know what to do He IS d h n g  to do anythmg that won't 

Injure my health Almost ml l~ng  for no sexual umon a t  
all or that 1s the only way I know to express ~t You 
understand what I mean of course I would do anythlng 
on earth for my husband He 1s so good I feel hke ~t 
would be an mjust~ce to us both t o  bnng several chlldren 
lnto the world and not able to support them nor educate 
them, though I m11 avo~d abort~on ~f poss~ble though I 
dldn't know ~t was so dangerous We are poor, my hus- 
band works all the t~me, we hve on a small farm I have 
lots of work to do myself I can vegetables of all klnds 
t o  hve on through the muter Makes ~t hard on me but 
I am happy, I can tell the world that happiness 1s some- 
t h ~ n g  can't be bought mth money Wlll you please answer 
my letter In some way Will close by thanklng you I have 
always wanted to know somethlng about the human body 

An ldeal Famtly 
North Dakota 

We have been marrled five years and have two chlldren 
only twenty-one months apart, the oldest two and a half 
years, and the baby mne months, so ~nstead of havlng any 
more bab~es we both want to ralse them mth proper care 
We feel that we have an  deal" famlly If you can gve  
us any adv~ce ~t wlll be very much apprec~ated,-and let 
your good work contlnue 

Full of Pep 
South Dakota 

I'm a young woman and have good health and would 
hke to keep ~t and I have 6 nlce children, all healthy and 
full of pep I thlnk 6 1s a large enough famlly for any- 
body I wanted all my family m a stairway, then be done 
You know hke I do that you cannot sleep mth  a man 
mthout gettmg more farmly unless somethmg 1s done 
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We Have Enough Noev 
Michigan 

1 have been marned ten years and have had five chil- 
dren and two miscarriages in seven years My first baby 
&ed a t  eight days Have three girls, 54/2, 3 and 1Y2 years 
and one boy 3 months old They are all fine, healthy 
children but all bottle bables I have no milk after the 
first two weeks The first abort~on was caused by sudden 
shock when my nephew died five years ago The second 
was last February and March and was a tmn to the boy 
I now have Both of these occurred dunng the first two 
months and have not injured me, but I have all I can do 
to take care of such young children I have an excellent 
doctor and have had two weeks in a hospital a t  each of 
my last confinements We manage to pay the hospital 
bill but we still owe the doctor twenty-five dollars on the 
last baby girl and seventy-five for the boy 

We expect t o  move on a farm early this spring and 
though it will be a fine place to raise the children we now 
have, I do not care to have any more The care of the 
children and the farm work would be too much for me, 
so I probably could not give enough strength to another 
baby I am small , five feet tall and weigh 110 pounds 
I have never done anythlng to prevent concept~on except 
to have separate beds for myself and husband He is very 
considerate and never expects any intimacy dunng preg- 
nancy and for some months after childbirth In fact, there 
were only a few times between one birth and the next We 
think we have enough children now, since we have our 
boy, at least unttl they are old enough to take personal 
care of themselves My first confinement and baby's death 
was on a farm where I could not have proper care and 
there was no good doctor for several miles, so I certainly 
do not want children unless I could have hosp~tal care 
and my doctor who has taken such good care of me these 
four tlmes 

Healthy Bright Babies 
Miss~ssippi 

After havlng read your book I thought that you could 
help me I am a young mother mth three healthy, bright 
bab~es all under three years of age, and I feel hke I have 
my hands full for the present-we are only f a n n g  
people wlth moderate means I think we have all that  
we can raise and educate as they should be, so after read- 
ing your book I thought I would write you and see if you 
mll tell me all about Birth Control 

Why Can't You Gzve-That Advice? 
North Dakota 

1 have finlshed reading your book "Women and the 
New Race" While I agree mth all you say, I was very 
much &sappointed when there was lacking the much 
needed ~nformation I believe in Birth Control, but can- 
not control mthout comm~ttlng murder, and that I mll 
not do 

I have three fine healthy prls,  the oldest seven years 
and the youngest three years Was not marr~ed untll 
twenty-nine years-I do not beheve in kid marnages 
We think that we now have all the children that we can 
care for and educate properly My husband only recelves 
$1,200 per year, house and fuel furn~shed I have a 
growth or Injury t o  my womb which makes it undesirable 
to have any more 

What I can't understand IS why can't you g v e  me that 
advice In a personal letter No one has any nght or 
business to know what you wnte in your fnendly letters 
or what my fnends wnte to me If ~t is some article on 
the market, can you not gwe me the name and address 
so I can wnte personally? 

Have lent your book to several of my fnends, and am 
going to try to have the W C T U here take it up and 
study 

A Home and an Education 
Kentucky 

I have been marned two years and six months and have 
one baby nineteen months old and will have another in 
about two weeks My husband and I are happy together, 
both love children, were both ralsed In a large fanuly, 
twelve children in his and ten in mine, and mthout me 
golng into details you wlll understand that we both know 
the many home comforts as well as education that large 
families are depnved of 

My husband works for a salary, and we would both hke 
~t very much to own our own home and educate our chil- 
dren in comfort but there is no chance unless you are 
kind enough to tell me of a rehable contraceptive to pre- 
vent any more ch~ldren from conung Into our home until 
we have the means of support a t  least 

A Travelling Man 
Alabama 

I am just twenty-one years old My husband is a 
travelling man We have one child, a year old, and as I 
go around w t h  him I cannot see how I could mth any 
more children At least until this one gets up some size 
But by then I hope to be settled down In a httle home and 
I will admit I will want more children then 

Common Sense 
New York 

I have borne three in four years and this is all I want 
to have, a t  least for some time to come I have managed 
my home and family without outside help But common 
sense will tell anyone that it is impossible to have children 
this close year after year mthout neglecting your present 
children and husband 
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Freedom for Our Minds Mr Hobson's book IS of a d~fferent sort He started 
out by examlnlng the dlslnterested pursu~t of knowledge 

TOLERANCE, by Hendrlk Wlllem Van Loon New and the difficult~es in ~ t s  way The first part of the book 
York, Boni and Livenght 1s a keen analys~s of such obstacles to social thinking as - 

anse from the "b~as of metaphor," taboos in the sicla1 
F R E E  THOUGHT IN T H E  SOCIAL SCIENCES, by sciences-readers of thls maganne don't need to be told 

John A Hobson New York, Macmillan and Co of the Dower of some of those taboos'-the effect of or- 

F ROM two very d~fferent angles these two books at- 
tack the problem of freedom for our thlnhing Mr 

Van Loon 1s concerned almost exclus~vely wlth l~mitat~ons 
on the llberty "to know, to utter and to argue freely, 
according to consc~ence"-to use Mllton's great phrase- 
whlch are imposed by social authonty clan, tnhe, church 
or state T o  the Intolerance of the Ku Klux Klan or the 
snobbery of some racial or soc~al group he glves scant 
heed only In passlng 

I t  1s his Interesting and, In the maln, convlnclng them 
that "lntolerance 1s merely a man~festation of the pro- 
tectlve lnstlnct of the herd " The remedy for intolerance 
1s the educat~on which brlngs understanding, above all it 
hes in the removal of fear 

In a senes of sprightly and rather superfic~al chapters 
Mr Van Loon traces the forms Intolerance has taken 
among Greeks and Romans, under the domlnion of the 
Catholic Church, and dunng the penods of renaissance, 

reformat~on and political revolution He has an oddly 
assorted hst of heroes who, usually as a by-product of 
other labors and sometimes qu~te  agalnst them own theory 
and practice, aided In the advance of tolerance I t  in- 
cludes, among others, the Protestant reformers-no 
mlling fr~ends of tolerance, they-Erasmus, Rabelals, the 
~nabapt is ts ,  Armmius, Monta~gne, Splnoza, the Sozzinl 
family, Voltalre, Fredenck the Great, Lessing, Tom 
Palne and Thomas Jefferson It does not Include, strange- 
ly enough, the early Quakers who by precept and example, 
by what they endured and what they ach~eved dtd more 
to advance the cause of clvll hberty for us Engllsh-speak- 
lng folk than any equal number of men and women In any 
penod of hs tory The reader who 1s fascinated by Mr 
Van Loon's "human interest" storles ought promptly to 
add Mary Agnes Best's "Rebel Sa~nts"-the story of 
these early Quakers-to his hst 

Mr Van Loon is a sort of geologcal optimlst who 
leaves us w ~ t h  the hope that In a few thousand years man 
may conquer his fear And then for the first tlme genulne 
tolerance wlll be posslble 

As a whole the book is readable and valuable It 1s 
nch In what I beheve the younger generation calls mse- 
cracks, most of which come off pretty well It has numer- 
ous interesting Ideas, but lt hardly Impresses t h s  renewer, 
a t  least, mth bang the first rate contnbutlon to the his- 
tory and philosophy of tolerance whlch Mr  Van Loon 
mlght have made had he set h~mself to the task 

ganlzed Interests and of personal and economic biases m 
promoting w~shful rather than accurate thlnking 

The second part of the book shows how these factors 
operate In the making of economlc sclence Here we get 
from a master hand a revlew and cnticlsm of various 
forms of economlc thought and thew weaknesses In rela- 
tion t o  those tendencies whlch lead our thinking astray 
or put ~t in chams to our interests and fears "Prole- 
tarian economics" as well as capitalist comes in for ~ t s  
share of this crl t~c~sm, but the Socialist m11 on the whole 
llke t h ~ s  sect~on of the book better than the Rotanan 

The same sort of examlnatlon 1s made of free thought 
In pohtlcs and ethlcs The theory of Nordic supremacy 
comes In for some shrewd thrusts and along mth it the 
even more dangerous doctnne of absolute national 
sovere~gnty 

In  splte of all difficult~es Mr Hobson closes with hope 
for the survival value of free thought One could msh 
that to Mr Hobson's stores of knowledge and lnformatlon 
was added some consideration of the beanng of behav~or- 
lstlc psychology on hls them Watson rmght have been 
something of a make-weight to McDougal to whom Mr 
Hobson frequently refers, usually critically 1 This omis- 
sion, however, does not keep the book from belng a note- 
worthy contnbutlon to the d~fficult task of removlng our 
doubts as to whether hastory, economics and the hke can 
ever earn a rlght t o  be called sclences 

CHRISTINA ALBERTA'S FATHER, by H G Wells 
New York, Macmlllan and Company 

M O R E  
In the style of "Mr Polly" and "Kipps" is t h s  

satirical tale of Chnstlna Alberta who "wants and 
wants and wants" and her father, httle Mr Preemby 
Mr  Preemby has always been intrigued by legends of the 
lost Atlant~s, the Pyramds and so on At a London 
seance he 1s halled as  Sargon, Klng of Sumena returned 
to earth and valiantly endeavors to recall the golden days 
of hlr supreme relgn 

More lnterestlng 1s Chnstlna Alberta's attempt to hve 
her own hfe In London, behenng that "a moment of glory 
1s better than none" and that only broken, desolate souls 
t ry  to beheve In rehgons such as Buddlsm, Chnstianltg 
and thls fantastic Sargoxusm 

Chnstlna Alberta states her revolutionary Ideas as  to 
motherhood Many modem women actually fear chlldren 
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lest they descend upon them and devour their very ex~st- 
ence She advances the theory that motherhood does not 
always stiffle egot~sm but sometimes intensifies it Women 
may have children a t  the expense of loslng intelhgence, 
becomlng "mere creatures of Instinct messing about w~th  
napklns " 

Bobby, her lover, regards Christina Alberta as "the 
boldest enterpr~se in hving" with whlch he has ever met 
He dec~des a thlrd sex mll be the outcome of her sort of 
women, women not desrrous of w~fehood and motherhood 
nor w~shing to be pretty, useless parasites but those want- 
lng to be ~ n l v ~ d u a l s  w ~ t h  the right to love Nor can he 
visualize a future whlch does not ~nclude Christina Alberta 
and, of necessity, a forgng ahead In his work as novelist 
in order to keep pace w ~ t h  her vltal, capable self 

AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY, by Theodore Dreiser 
Bon~  & Llvenght 

DARK LAUGHTER, by Sherwood Anderson Boni 
and Llvenght, New York 

0 comment a t  this t ~ m e  on Dreiser's "An Amencan 
T T r a g e d y 9 '  seems a bit tardy when so much lscussion 
has already been aired by the press and the public How- 
ever, one may take for granted that the book has been 
mdely read and that one may dlscuss it without going 
~ n t o  many details The story 1s very simple Clyde Gnf- 
fiths comes from a famlly of little means but hlgh spiritual 
attainments In their belng street-preachers Flred by 
some ambition, the boy works in a hotel where he becomes 
acquainted with young men, more or less versed In the 
ways of hfe Clyde is forced to run away, having figured 
in an unfortunate automobile accident He finds work in 
a dlstant city, In the collar factory of an uncle There 
he meets a girl, Roberta Alden, whom he seduces Both 
apparently Ignorant of certaln dangers, the g r l  becomes 
pregnant At  t h ~ s  t~me, Clyde leaves Roberta for the 
more bnlhant and glamorous company of the daughter 
of a soc~ety scion They t ry  to find ways to prevent the 
immlnent tragedy, but the doctor to whom Roberta ap- 
phes is unw~lllng to attend to her wishes In despair, Clyde 
sees but one way out, and taklng Roberta to a lonely 
lake, drowns her by causing the boat to upset after stnk- 
mg her a blow The t n a l  is long and ends mth  Clyde as 
a death-house inmate The efforts of h ~ s  mother are futile 

The work is long and much has been s a ~ d  on that score 
But a study of Dreiser's method mll show that length 
becomes a necessary implement Dreiser's style is noted 
by the absence of style There are few passages wh~ch 
when read mll be euphomous long paragraphs that 
are breath-taking mthout the occas~onal rehef of punctu- 
ation, alhterat~ons, repetitions of words wh~ch would 
cause Flaubert to gnnd h ~ s  teeth and yet, there 1s 
a tremendous cmshng power whlch sweeps and scatters 

together Like a destructive landshde, the ponderousness 
of the work rides over one's mlnd, stamplng it ~ndehbly 
One reads the book and obnously sees the "ands" whlch 
could be removed, one feels "Why didn't Dreiser shorten 
this conversation, why did he go to such length in de- 
scribing this scene, why d~dn't he condense this paragraph 
into one concise sentence?" And then ? Four 
weeks later the Impression of that part~cular passage is 
st111 a deep and throbbing one A method by which ~deas  
are pounded, pushed, teanng and groaning is perhaps not 
one whlch pleases styl~sts, but it has the r ~ g h t  effect No 
doubt there are pIaces where Drelser "out-Dreisers" hlrn- 
self, where he repeats "and" every two words for sen- 
tences These are extremely telous,  but others such as 
the chapter in which Clyde comrmts Roberta to her death, 
the descript~on of the lake, the welrd sounds of the birds, 
have a gripping poignancy 

Many critics contend that the second volume is better 
than the first It seems that to separate the work in two 
parts 1s a rather dehcate attempt for the work as a whole 
There are tedious parts in the first volume, just as there 
are marvelous ones in the second, but each is too much 
of the whole to be taken for its own worth The work 1s 
~ntense--intense in the emptiness of Clyde's hfe, In the 
weakness of his mental belng, in the ponderousness of the 
trial and the rap~dity of the last days 

Dreiser 1s a wr~ter  of steel molten steel which 
runs hke wnthlng tentacles of a tortured octopus, steel 
which then becomes gray and hard and then bent 
shneking Into shape, that is the Amer~can Tragedy 

ARK LAUGHTEK the laughter of women prosti- D tuting thew bodlea to lust of men prostituting 
them ab~hties and ideals to the dollar of men mar- 
ned to f n g d  wives of young healthy men slckened 
of the carnage of war Dark laughter a11 1 

Bruce Dudley 1s a newspaper man who leaves his wife 
and work, wandenng to the south, then into a wheel fac- 
tory m Ohio He  dreams on The mfe of the owner 
of the factory is attracted to Dudley-he reminds her of 
a man she had seen in Pans  and upon whose memory she 
likes to dwell Dudley 1s hkew~se drawn to this woman 
she mil beget ch~ld of h ~ m  They both are tired of dark 
laughter and they leave mth one another away from it 1 

I n  r e a l n g  Anderson's words, one has the feehng of 
belng a white beach upon which a relentless sea is beating 
Each wave bnngs w~th  it a piece of flotsam, but as ~t 
recedes ~t takes the bits of wreckage away again 
as ~t beats agaln, it 1s mth more and more flotsam u n t ~ l  
a t  last ~t deposlts a definite dark hne slashing the white- 
ness of the sand a rhythm which beats incessantly 
with gromng ngor  and renewed forces And thls hne 
reads You, you, you are prostituting yourself to some- 
t h ~ n g  whatever you may call ~t Dark laughter 

Sherwood Anderson has been named the Amencan 
Dostoevsky I n  "Dark Laughter" he has become Sher- 
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wood Anderson, w~th  h ~ s  own definlte beat, h ~ s  own rhythm 
The book 1s one of wealth, v~brant with freshness, mth 
beauty and mth l ~ f e  Each time a paragraph 1s re-read, 
new illus~ons spnng out the words are so s~mple and 
thew arrangement so logcal The book is prose-poetry, 
~t has ~ t s  strength In rhythm, In unspoiled n n h t y  
one feels as though one has been am~dst a forest of huge 
hvlng trees, each full of sap but wlth the struggles 
of lrvlng in a mlasmal swamp "Dark Laughter " 

T o  d~scuss the relatlve merlts of wr~ters 1s a hazardous 
c n t e r p n s e l t  1s one mth which Amencan cr~tlcs are 
obsessed thu compares mth that as the best, the b~ggest, 
the most someth~ng, therefore to say that Anderson is 
the greatest Amerlcan wr~ter  IS perhaps a b ~ t  forward 

he certainly IS among the very best and one can say 
mthout hes~tancy that he sees hfe w~th  more clanty, mth 
less of false vells than any other Amencan wnter 

great physlcal beauty the women attaln In the freedom 
of them ennronment 

The day comes for the dedication of a new temple The 
holy mothers m s ~ t  Manland to investigate the l ~ f e  de- 
veloped under thew control T o  quote the author "The 
honzon of Manland was mder Thls happened because a 
mother 1s synonomous w ~ t h  the famlly Therefore, the 
spint of the mother 1s turned Inwards, belng absorbed In 
the family, chlldren, house and hearth The boy-the 
youth-the man 1s a creature for h~mself alone He can 
travel free and untrammelled The female hfe Imposes 
lntens~ty on the phys~cal as well as the splrltual" The 
dedlcat~on of the temple 1s postponed, as the mothers can- 
not dec~de to include the Manlanders Thls segregat~on 
creates lssatlsfact~on among Les Dames, and open revolt 
and the burnlng of the temple The final chapter finds 
the standard of Man planted firmly In the center of the 
Isle des Dames 

The beauty of the book IS In ~ t s  effort to establish the 
matlne lnstlnct of man and woman as stroneer than the - " 
social customs and regulat~ons Imposed by elther sex and 

T H E  ISLAND OF T H E  GREAT MOTHER, by Ger- to show that man and woman are necessarv oarts of the 
2 x 

hart Hauptmann Translated by Wllla and Edmn complete hfe of human soc~ety 
Mulr V~king Press, New York ANNE KENNEDY 

F thls fantasy of a matnarch~c state were an es tab  I l~shed fact, the opponents of Blrth Control would find 
one of thew arguments torn to shreds, that 1s the argu- 
ment that ~f motherhood were voluntary, women would 
not bear children 

Thls sh~pwreck on the Paclfic whlch counted among the 
survivors one boy and many women developed an Island 
colony, organized and conducted by women The book 
carnes the reader through the elect~on of pres~dent and 
a council of mothers and the development of commumty 
hfe, finally reveallug the plvot on whlch the book 1s swung 
-the splrltual and physlcal beauty of motherhood and 
man's part  In the creat~on of ~t The matlng instlnct is 
developed Into a re l~g~ous ceremony that shows no con- 
sc~ous need of the male The female becomes the l m n e  
a rb~ te r  of her own destmy No woman displays the shght- 
est consciousness of the patern~ty of her ch~ldren and the 
mothers accept thls cond~t~on as an endence of unmacu- 
late concept~on, although older members of the commumty 
voice reservat~ons and doubts pnvately As male chldren 
are born In lncreaslng numbers, they present a real prob- 
lem to the council of mothers It 1s finally dec~ded that 
a por t~on of the ~sland be allotted to them and designated 
Manland, so that the only male who has free access to 
the entire lsland 1s thc youth who surnved the shpwreck 

Thls theme 1s carned through mth many allumons to 
Greek mythology and the supernatural The wonderful 
natural beauty of the ~sland 1s emphanzed, as  well as  the 

B~rth ,  St~llblrths and Infant Mortahty Statlstlcs for 
the Blrth Repstra t~on Area of the Uruted States, 1923, 
Bureau of the Census, Wash~ngton, D C 

The ninth annual report on thls subject by the Census 
Bureau shows a blrth rate of 1,792,646 or 22 4 per 1,000 
populat~on In the regst ra t~on area, whlch lncludes about 
72 per cent of our total populat~on of the Uruted States 

The general death rate in the reglstratlon area In 1923 
was 992,237 or 12 4 per 1,000 of the populat~on, that IS, 

but httle more than half the birth rate 
While our deaths for the populat~on as  a whole are 

keeplng well behind our blrths, what of our Infant deaths 
~n relat~on to blrths? We lost by stlllblrths In 1923 3 9 
for every 100 hve lnfants and by death before the end 
of the first year 77 1 per 1,000 born 

In  the five year penod, dunng whlch the statlstlcs have 
been gathered from approximately the same area, the 
b ~ r t h  rate has hovered between 22 and 24, the death rate 
between 11 and 13 The Infant death rate slnce 1919 has 
appreciably b r u s h e d ,  the lowest rates belng In 1921 and 
1923 It still remalns too large and w11l contlnue to re- 
main so as  long as our average for "completed" famhes 
1s as  h ~ g h  as 6 4 chlldren per famly, as ~t 1s shown to be 
In another sectlon of the report 

The figures for 1922 and 1923 M e r  from each other 
by a very small decimal and the report year by year shows 
Mtle mnhcatlon of race sulclde 1n the Umted States 
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Periodical Notes 
I n  Curremt Hutwy (New York) for July, our fnend 

D r  E M East  agaln presents the population problem, 
thls tlme In the pages of a penodlcal which reaches a very 
large and consematlve reading pubhc 

The N m  Yurk Tam Sunday magazlne features an 
artmcle by D r  Max Schlapp, of the New York Post Grad- 
uate Medical School, on the economle cost of the unfit 
D r  Schlapp beheves that cinhzat~on is developing an 
"mferman" faster than a "superman", that by our "so- 
clal sent~mentahsm" we have been “extending the hves of 
the defectlve, the enervated and the generally diseased " 
He makes no defimte constructive suggestion, but a gen- 
eral reference to the fact that we have " p e n t t e d  the 
strays and the stumhlers t o  multlply mthout restramt" 
would seem to point to Blrth Control as the first step 
towards a cure of soclal detenoration 

The Western Mad (Cardiff, Wales), also has an ar- 
tlcle on the menace of the unfit whch 1s not so vague as 
t o  the cure Among the four means of meetlug the menace 
recommended by the author, John Jenklns of Swansea, 1s 
"Birth Control among all classes," especially the poor 
who do not now have access t o  ~t 

I n  The N a t m  (New York) of July 14th, M S Lea 
plctures the old days of pre-Protestant Chnstlan Guam 
;hen marnage and chlld-bearing had no relatlon and a 
woman was marned as a cow 1s bought, ~f she had already 
proved her fecundity "A woman," wntes Wss  Lea, "who 
was capable of beanng a great many chldren was looked 
upon as a paylng mvestment by the young buck who chose 
her to be hls mfe She was sent m early adolescence to 
the hnng  hall of the msland bachelors mth  the purpose 
of tes t~ng her fecundity, and she went every year until 
she was twenty-five years old or thereabout and usually 
oossessed a laree and actrve famlv to h e l ~  her mth her 

0 

farm by the tlme she was marned The more chldren she 
possessed the more desirable she appeared In the eyes of 
homing men, for them number denoted her popularity and 
charm as well as her actual money value" 

T k  S d a y  Advocate of Bombay, whch includes each 
week a Birth Control page, has been pnnting a senes of 
artlcles by Professor N S Phadke on the negative aspects 
of Blrth Control I n  the ~ssue for May 2nd, he discusses 
the relatlve ments of stenhzat~on and Birth Control, for 
curblag the multiphcation of the unfit, and shows the 
d~fficulty and danger of legal compuls~on m regard t o  thls 
matter 

In  The Natron for May 12th, there 1s an interesting 
account of the effect of new standards of sex morahty m 
Moscow, as  observed by Paul Blanshard The freedom 
of divorce, under Bolshevik rule has scarcely affected "the 
famly as a voluntary love-umon of a man and a woman," 
hut "the famlly as  a compulsory umon of two people who 
stay together out of hablt or for fear of soclal stlgma 
m separation 1s bang destroyed slowly" Chldren are 
rated as equals whether born m or out of marnage, and 
fathers as well as mothers are held responsible for ]]leg- 
tmate  children. Blrth Control appears t o  be httle known 
or understood, but abortlon was legahzed m 1920, and 
t k s  operation 1s performed for women m the government 
hospitals As there is insufficient accornmodatlon for all 
who apply women are even  preference m proportmon t o  
t h e ~ r  need. The cause for the largest number of abortions 
---67 per cent-was overcrowded homes 

The WMWS Chadren (London), lnternatlonal clear- 
mug house for lnformatlon on natlonal movements m be- 
half of chldren, repnnted m lts July number the "Baby 
Bureau" passage from Margaret Sanger's article m Hol- 
k n d ' s  Magasme, whch 1s to be found m the A p d  B ~ l a ~ a  
CONTROL REVIEW It takes the m a e n a r y  dialogue t o  be 
a falr and n n d  presentation of what a baby has a nght 
to demand of hfe 

Laerty (New York) 1s hanng a senes on Birth Con- 
trol We repnnt thls month excerpts from the first ar- 
tlcle by Rodenck 0 Murchlson The second, "The Empty 
Cradle of Hamard," by Brenda Ueland, deplores the 
small famil~es of the rmddle class native Amencan and 
the large famhes of the poor, particularly of the forelgn- 
born It does not urge extenmng to these classes, who 
need it most, the same mformation that has lowered the 
b ~ r t h  rate among the prosperous 

From the Cntrc cmd Gzude ( N  Y ), comes thls epitaph 
on the grave of the first of three mves of Squlre Barke 
who &ed m the Enghsh vlllage of Clavenng in 1670 

"Here lyeth buned Mary, mfe of Ha~nes Barke, of thls 
pansh, Esq , by whom he had lssue fouer sonnes and nyne 
daughters, six of them dIed in their infancy, the last was 
st111 born, and m t h n  5 days after hls birth she dled, and 
as she was frulteful m chlldren soe was she fully indued 
mth the properties of a p o d  woman and a falthful 
lovynge and ohedIent mfe to her husband, who happdy 
enjoyed her neere 1 6  years untll the 16th daye of Dee 
1653 She dled In the 36 yeare of her age " 
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"The Nation's Backbone " 

T HE only result that immediately followed 
Joe's sudden decision was that he continued to 

sleep in the garage where he had been compelled to 
spend the nights during Minnie's confinement H e  
explained to Mmnie that he liked to sleep in the 
garage, but he realized that the explanation was 
unsatisfactory 

Then it occurred to him that he could sleep on his 
fishing-boat One day he told Minn~e that there 
was some stealing gomg on in the Fish Harbor, 
in fact, that an unknown culprit had stolen several 
things from his smack-which made it necessary 
for him to stay on the boat n~ghts  for a while, a 
week a t  the most 

This was a temporary solution of his problem, 
but after a week of his sleeping on the boat, 
especially when Minnie began to urge him to stay 
home some night, he realized that he would have 
to ~nvent some other scheme 

H e  thought of asking his famly doctor about 
Blrth Control, but he got no farther than the doc- 
tor's door H e  could not tell how the doctor would 
take it Maybe he, too, would consider it sinful to 
keep unborn children out of the world 

So Joe continued to sleep on the boat nights 
H e  told Minnie of prowlers, sinister characters, 
Japs and Mexicans, whom he and other fishermen 
had seen sneaking around Flsh Harbor Just  then 
a boat owned by one of Joe's friends burned up 
mysteriously early one morning and Joe utilized 
the incident for a justification of his continuing to 
sleep on the smack on the nights he was in port 

I n  the day time he took care not to be alone with 
his wife for more than a few mmutes at  a time H e  
always found some excuse for leaving the house 
when it appeared that he and Minnie would be 
alone awhile 

One night Joe suddenly awoke and realized that 
he had been dreamingdreaming of Mmnie, but 
not of the woman who a t  the moment was alone m 
the house with her seven children, but of the seven- 
teen-year-old girl he had married seven years be- 
fore She had been a pretty girl, her olive-tinted 
cheeks flushed with health and life, her lips so nicely 
curved, red and full 

H e  smothered the thought and cast ~t from his 
mind, or rather he thought he did H e  fell asleep 
again, but then awoke from another dream in which 
M m e  had once more played the principal role 
During the day he caught himself thinking of Mm- 

nie every once in a while, and what was more, he 
seemed always to be thinking of her in a very tender 
mood H e  ban~shed these disconcerting thoughts, 
but never for long They always returned to him 

For  several nights he slept fitfulIy and then only 
to dream of the seventeen-year-old Minn~e H e  
began to wonder and ponder anew how to regulate 
his future relat~onsh~p with her Joe was still 
firmly set agamst having any more children H e  
could not support any more, that was reason 
enough, no matter what anyone thought as to the 
propr~ety of a relationship between man and wlfe 
m which conception was, premeditatedly, not the 
object H e  must have a talk with Minnie Yes, 
he would tell her what he had been thinking of 
lately H e  would have a talk wlth her soon, maybe 
tomorrow, or-or next week sometime H e  hated 
the thought of it being necessary to discuss the 
matter w ~ t h  his wife, for Minnie was a good, God- 
fearing woman There still coursed in his poor be- 
wlldered brain the notion that his idea was utterly 
sinful, a sort of conspiracy against God and nature 
Yet he must do something about it 

Then, a week after the first of these dreams had 
crept upon him from nowhere and saturated his 
consciousness wlth memories of Minnie's charms 
of seven years before, there occurred in San Pedro 
harbor an unusual thing Unusual, that is, for 
Southern California, where, as it is known through- 
out the civ~lized world, the climate is a copy of that 
of paradise itself This extraordinary thing that 
happened was a storm, a severe gale carrying with 
it bitter cold and sleet It came up unexpectedly 
from the northeast late that afternoon and swept 
over the harbor with unheard of ferocity, that 
played the devil not alone mth  the shipping in port 
but wlth Joe's Birth Control, indeed, it smashed 
h s  scheme entirely 

Joe got home just in time to escape the fury of 
the wind and sleet 

"I'm glad you didn't get caught in this, Daddy," 
remarked M m e  

"Yeah," said Joe, "just beat it in by coupla 
jumps " 

They stood with the children by the wmdows 
watching the wmd whip the rain around the corners 

"You ain't gonna sleep on that boat ag'm 
t'night, are you, Daddy l" Minnie asked then, try- 
ing to seem casual 

(Cont~nusd on pa06 289) 



September, 1926 

Pressure -the Soul of Japan 
B y  RO~ERICK 0 MURCHISON 

(Repnnled rmth Parmtrnon from the JUM 96th 11sw of 'hberty") 

M ALTHUS or Mars?  Blrth Control or war? Whlch Even were her populat~on stanmng stlll, J a p a n  would 
will J apan  lnvohc t o  settle her populat~on problem? bc In no envlable p o s ~ t ~ o n ,  but her people a re  lncreaslng 

The  cholce of the Japanese people, In the conv~c t~on  a t  a r a p ~ d  rate T o  e v e  a comparison between her posl- 
of many of her lead~ng th~nkers,  lies between the two tlon and tha t  of America, let us suppose tha t  all the 

They have outgrown thew borders, and can ne~ther  people of New 

ralse enough food on therr own land t o  feed themselves setts, Rhode Island* New Yorkl Pennsyl- 

nor produce the matenals t o  clothe themselves vanla, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and West Vir- 
glnla-were poured into the State of Montana T o  these In  a land tha t  1s four-fifths mountainous or  otherw~se 
add all the people of Ilhnols, Michigan, Ohlo, I nd~ana ,  

unfitted for farmlng, u ~ t h  a total area only sl~ghtly larger 
W~sconsln, and Kentucky, plus the people llvlng now ~n 

than the S ta te  of Montana, s ~ x t y  m ~ l l ~ o n  people are 
Montana, and the congest~on there would be what it 1s In 

crowded, whlle every hour there are belng added, through 
J a p a n  today 

excess of blrths over deaths, eighty-five new mouths t o  
feed Every year  afterward adds a new populat~on equal t o  

tha t  of Malne, a t  whlch rate Japan's populat~on 1s In- 
Japan's Quandary creaslng 

J apan  cannot support her gromng populat~on for 
More babies are being born wlthln the narrow hmlts many more years She must e ~ t h e r  educate her people t o  

of Japan each Year than are  being born In the entire con- exerclse Blrth Control, o r  the Japanese must em~gra te  a t  
t~nen t a l  Un~ ted  States The  latest available statlstlcs the rate  of a m ~ l l ~ o n  annually, for  her surplus will soon 
show tha t  in the U n ~ t e d  States between 1910 and 1920 the reach that figure 
blrths over deaths averaged 739,000 a year I n  J apan  
between 1920 and 1925, the blrths were 754,000 each year 
~n excess of deaths I n  Amer~ca ~n 1920, 1,508,874 bab~es Forces Agaznst Bzrth Control 
were born I n  J a p a n  In 1924, 1,998,520 bab~es arnved 

As f a r  as  arable land area 1s concerned, J a p a n  is one- Against Birth Control 1s now arrayed all the ConseNa- 
fo r t~e th  the slze of the Unlted States L ~ k e  every other t'sm of the East-1111 tha t  has ever been taught  Japanese 
na t~on,  J a p a n  necessar~ly must hve upon the products of W'VeS a s  the Prime duty of sons, all the weight 
her so11 o r  become lndustnally developed, llke England, of Shlntolsm, which has preached the doctrine of the news- 
t o  be able t o  llve a s  an  lnternat~onal  m~ddleman Such, S'tY of CarrYlng on the f a m l l ~ ,  and all the weight of 
however, 1s not mthln the h m ~ t  of probabll~ty fo r  Japan Buddhism, which preaches ''Thou must not kill" even the 

W ~ t h  a great  lack of all raw mater~a ls  and coal, J a p a n  insect 0x1 the h l g h w a ~  Today the ~ o l l c e  forbid the advo- 
has lagged, af ter  her first great spurt  Into the modern CaCY of Birth Control In ~ u b l l c ,  not one Prominent leader 
world, untll today the problem of feedlng her people 1s dare advocate a s  yet not 1 Per cent of the ~ o ~ u l a t l o n  
upon her, p e m t t ~ n g  no tlme for i n d u s t r ~ a l ~ r a t ~ o n  Her  know jus t  what 1s meant by the phrase 
capital 1s hm~ted  , her people a re  unt ra~ned Wlthout Blrth Control, however, where a re  the J a p a -  

Japan has made the great mistake of laying those nese of the future t o  Lve? They cannot s tay  a t  home and 
things she could do well She 1s attempting t o  manufac- starve No people as  brave as the Japanese w111 d ~ e  or  
ture thlngs In which she cannot compete w ~ t h  others either suffer without a struggle 
In pnce o r  ln qua l~ ty  The  war brought tha t  about I n  A t  least a mllhon a year  wlll have t o  be placed some- 
those days other na t~ons  were too busy fightlng t o  manu- where for  the next twenty years These cannot go  into 
facture, and they bought eagerly the shoddy output of the waste places of Canada or  Australla w~thout  a war 
Japan ,  boostlng wages there wh~eh will not now go  down, In wh~ch J a p a n  would have t o  face the B n t ~ s h  Emplre 
and encouraging the extens~on of plants whlch 11e Idle 

Throughout the country unemployment 1s lncreaslng But "less the Japanese have One In the 

A recent lndustnal census showed 40,000 persons out of where they have where mll the other One 

work in Tokyo, desp~te  the fact t ha t  the rnunlc~pahty 1s go mthout havmg 'ght for h's place In the sun? 

employmg some 50,000 laborers on reconstruct~on jobs The  problem of the surplus populat~on of J a p a n  1s the 
tha t  were begun purely and solely a s  rel~ef works problem before the world demandmg solut~on 



Critics and Champions at Westminster 
On a c c m t  of the general stnke detarled a c c m t a  of thc debate on Lord Buckmaster's motwn mere much delnycd 
We reprvnt thu month from the "New Generattom" for J w J u l y  part  of F W SteUn B r m ' s  encellent re- 

of the debate and the kgwcblotcve hwtory of Brrth Contrd un both house8 of Parlaament dumzg 1926 

T HE last two months have brought conspicuous proof from sexual matters, on whlch the majonty of the pro- 
that the women of the Labour Party have no Intention fesslon in B n t a ~ n  are erther very t lmd or very u~unformed 

of overlook~n~ the action of the Labour M P ' s  who voted On April 28th, a Blrth Control Resolution was mtro- 
agalnst the Blrth Control (Local Authont~es) Enabhng duced by another legslator-unot a Labour member on 
Bill, of February 9th They have been exphcltly censured this occas~on" 1 regret to say-ln another place, com- 
In vlgorous resolut~ons to the Labour Women's Annual monly regarded as far less open to democratic and hu- 
Conference, which 1s now called for July, a t  Hudder~field, manitanan conslderat~ons, and far less m touch with the 
and have had to run the gauntlet In both the Labour Press reahtles that cramp the majonty of human hves, than 
and them const~tuencies, as well as by post the elected House 

In the May lssue of the Socwlrct Remm, we have a 
statement by D r  Drummond Shlels, Labour M P for A Magnzficent Plea 
Edinburgh East, which is rather szgmficant D r  Shiels 

was One the '8 name In a type- Lord Buckmaster put the case for h s  resolutlon (whlch 
wntten hst of parliamentary supporters of Birth Control was quoted yerbOtm the Generat- for April), 
lnformatlon a t  welfare centres, widely circulated by the mth the most comprehensive nslon and the most touchng 
W B G among both its mm~bers and s ~ ~ a t h z e r s  as eloquence He quoted many of the cases mth whlch our 
well as to certain organs of the Press, last November members mll be famlhar, both In England and m Amenca 
He made no pubhc re~udat lon,  Yet on February 9th, He  stressed the fact that the resolutlon 1s pemrstcve and 
though present 1x1 the House, he abstained from voting not compulrory He dealt mth  the essential Catholc ob- 

HIS defence 1s considered "temperate and well- jection, in terms whlch I trust, hls hearers mll never 
reasoned" by Mr E J Strachey, Editor of the Sooalrst forget 
Rezne70, who contends that the alternative pohcy now Lord Sahsbury opposed It 1s slgmficant that the pivot 
recommended by D r  Shlels, of restnctlng Blrth Control of h s  speech was a protest agalnst the danger of breaklng 
lnformatlon and help t o  worklng mothers who are up the maternity and child welfare work now being done, 
definitely diseased-I e , a t  the medlcal officer's dlscretlon through difference on thls measure, among the profes- 
-"has much to commend it " But the hereditary editor slonal and lay helpers A purely practical polnt was 
rather gives h~mself away In the pathetlc plea "Could stressed, and then the noble Marquess wandered from the 
not some member of the House, preferably perhaps not Mothers' U~llon to the right of husbands, and thence to 
a Labour member on thrs occasron, be induced to ~ntro-  the extinction of the white race (vla France of course) 
duce a bill of the scope descnbed by D r  Shlels?" Keep He was followed by the Pnmate of All England, full of 
the Cathohc vote, ~n short, and "let the credlt go " "sympathy9' and subterfuge He was obviously in a 

Dr Shlels makes a useful point In regard to the neces- muddle as to the facts of the information pven a t  Welfare 

slty of appliances and "fitting3' as well as theoretical In- Centres, and othemse accessible, and he mshed t o  re- 
structlon ~~t we may well ask why, he feels deeply stmct information a t  the dscretlon of doctors to "abnor- 

on the matter, he dld not himself bring forward such a mal cases? while lnslnuatlng that Birth Control exaggera- 
suggestion, before now? There is always questlon tune1 ted the frequency of such cases 

Lord Balfour of Burle~gh was the n& speaker, and he 
A Health P~OVZSO made excellent use of the most recent news from the 

Chxncs and from Holland He also exposed the cruel and 
Now for his real objection "Under Mr Thurtle's B111, indecent absurhty-under present c~rcumstances-of 

a young marrled woman, in perfect health, mth no chll- sendlng work~ng women to the out-patients' departments 
dren, and wlth every quahficatlon for motherhood, would of general hospitals Lord Fltzalan supported Lord 
be entltled to demand t h ~ s  lnformatlon " Sahsbury mth a hst of medcal opponents, and a recom- 

The medcal profession mll do well not to perslst in of the French law of 

attempts a t  hctature m thls matter Them own low blrth Earl  De La Warr, one of the very few Soclahst Peers, 
rate 1s mdely known, and such lncldents as the lamentable made a refreshing speech, much to the point He  pm- 
Axham case have not enhanced them reputation for gen- tested agalnst the vlew of women "as the property of men 
era1 falr play and dslnterested cxpertwe--quite apart  ( C o n h u e d  on page 289) 
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News Notes 
UNITED STATES 

New York 
HE followmg full statement comes from the 

Torganllcrs of our booth a t  the Sesqui-Centen- 
nial, now m its first month 

During the month of A p r ~ l  a representatlve of 
the League ~nterv~ewed M r  Wilson, one of the 
execut~ves m charge of the Educational Depart- 
ment of the Centenn~al, asklng for space m the 
buildmg of Soc~al Economy and Educatto~? Mr  
Wilson reported, after cons~derat~on had been 
given to our applicat~on by the execut~ves, that 
they cons~dered Birth Control one of the new and 
l~beral educational pr~nc~ples for Race Betterment 
and they were glad to glve us space to erect a booth 

I n  Sect~on B15, we have built a booth w ~ t h  a 
fr~eze of healthy babies, support~ng the world, t h ~ s  
was pa~nted by M r  Copeland of the Philadelph~a 
School of Appl~ed Arts I n  t h ~ s  booth we have 
placed a series of charts, prepared by Elizabeth 
Watson These charts present facts and compara- 
tlve figures on the populat~on of the world and the 
natural resources that are being so sw~ftly con- 
sumed to support the Immense increase m popula- 
tion during the last one hundred years Educa- 
tional leaflets are d~stributed and books are on sale 
Every day a fifteen m~nute  talk is gven in the 
small aud~torium of the Educat~onal Budding on 
some aspect of the subject of Blrth Coiitrol 

W e  ~nvite all our friends to vis~t the booth when 
they come to the Centennial W e  have arranged 
with speakers of note m several states to use the 
aud~tor~um on the week alloted to that state Great 
~nterest 1s shown by v~s~tors  in our l~terature and 
many express satisfaction In seelng t h ~ s  subject 
placed m an atmosphere of dignity and ~mportance 

The Centenn~al w~ll  eont~nue un t~ l  December 
Margaret Sanger w~l l  be In Ph~ladelph~a for a week 
In September and In constant attendance at  the 
booth Mrs H G Hlll of Cahfornla is to  be a 
guest du r~ng  September W e  have secured the co- 
operation and assistance of the Philadelph~a Branch 
through the follow~ng committee Mrs H W 
Moorehouse, Mrs Stuart Mudd and Prof Mal- 
colm B~ssell 

The followmg monthly schedule has been ar- 
ranged w t h  espec~al emphasis on state co-opera- 
tlon August-Mmnnesota, Ohio, Colorado, Cali- 
forma, September-New York, M~ch~gan ,  Iowa, 
Flor~da , October - Pennsylvan~a, Connecticut, 
New Jersey, Massachusetts, November-Mary- 
land, Texas, Kentucky, Indiana 

Hostesses for the League are Mrs Robert S 
Huse ( N  J ) , Mrs Fanny Pope (Mlch ) , Mrs 
E A Lingenfelter ( Iowa) ,  Mrs F H Hazard 
(N  Y ) , Mrs B F P a ~ n e  (Fla  ) , Mrs Faith 
Reike ( K y  ) , Miss Ruth V~ncent (Colo ) , Mrs 
Elizabeth McManus (Cal ) , Mrs Geo A Dun- 
mng ( P a  ) ,  Mrs Geo H Day, S r  , (Conn ) ,  Mrs 
Oakes Ames (Mass ) , Mrs Edith H Hooker 
(Md ) , and Mrs Albert Walker (Tex ) 

Mrs Sanger was a speaker on August 5th before 
the Vassar Inst~tute of Euthenics He r  address on 
the mult~pl~cat~on of the unfit was featured m 
Poughkeepsie papers and publ~shed almost In full 
in the Evenzng Star 

HE Beacon Kiwan~s had Mrs Sanger as guest 
Tand speaker a t  its luncheon on July 10th The 
meeting was ~nterested and sympathet~c, but l t  
proved the occas~on for the resignation of the chap- 
lain of the club T h ~ s  IS the Reverend Father Mc- 
Gu~re,  rector of a local Roman Catholic Church, 
who ten days later sent m his letter of withdrawal 
In which he declared among other th~ngs  that Mrs 
Sanger "advocates a code destructwe to the family 
and to society " Father McGu~re has refused Mrs 
Sanger's ~nv~tation to debate, takmg the f a m ~ l ~ a r  
Roman Cathol~c pos~t~on  that the subject is not 
debatable 

Mr  H C Loeffler of the League of Red Cross 
Soc~et~es, who v ~ s ~ t e d  headquarters of the League 
recently, has been worklng In Pans  for the last 
three years H e  reports a growing ~nterest in scien- 
t~fic discuss~on of B ~ r t h  Control The ~mportant 
men of educat~on and med~c~ne are apprec~at~ng 
the deep s~gn~ficance of a controlled birth rate and 
Mr  Loeffler feels there w~l l  be a very v~ t a l  interest 
In France In the Population Conference to be held 
In Geneva next year 

D r  Germ~nal Rodriquez, delegate of the Argen- 
t ~ n e  government, was another v~sitor H e  is m the 
Unlted States for the purpose of study~ng soc~al 
welfare D r  Rodriquez who is assistant phys~cian 
of the Ch~ldren's Hosp~tal  at  Buenos Aires IS very 
anxious to know about the work of the League In 
both the medical and educational field 

Most of July was spent by D r  James F Cooper, 
Medical D~rector of the American Birth Control 
League, In Cahforn~a, where he and D r  Percy 
Clark, J r  , of Cornell Unmers~ty, who IS also tour- 
Ing m behalf of the League, were heard by many 
lay and med~cal aud~ences m as many as a dozen 
cities In the south and central part of the state I n  
August, D r  Clark has a heavy program to fill m 



Callfornla, Wash~ngton and Oregon D r  Cooper's 
program for Oregon and Washmgton, whlch IS 

glven on another page, began In the last days of 
July, when he spoke a t  Reno, Nevada and a t  
Eugene, Oregon While D r  Cooper covers the 
medlcal profession, D r  Clark IS particularly fortu- 
nate In gettlng a hearlng before buslness and pro- 
fesslonal men's clubs 

New Jersey 

ROFESSOR MALCOLM H B I S S E L L  of 
PBryn M a w  College addressed the Klwanls 
Club a t  Cape May on July 14th H e  reports that 
the members of the Club were very sympathetlc 
and approved our program On July 27th Pro- 
fessor Blssell addressed the Klwanls Club of Wild- 
wood a t  Hotel Fenwlck 

B E T W E E N  July 12th and July 20th D r  
Cooper addressed good meetlngs of county 

med~cal societ~es at  San Dlego, Orange and R~ver-  
slde A t  Rlverslde also he spoke before a plcked 
group of 65 laymen Judge Ellls of the Superlor 
Court preslded On July 22nd he was m Pasadena, 
where he was heard at  an Informal meetlng of 41 
physlclans a t  the Professional Bulldlng 

A debate mth  a Roman Cathollc prlest was the 
culmlnatlon of D r  Percy Clark's full program for 
Callfornla On July 8th and 10th D r  Clark was 
heard by clubs of buslness and professional men a t  
Indlo and San Bernardmno, sandwlchmg m between 
these dates an Informal talk wlth a group of unl- 
verslty professors at  Los Angeles On the eleventh 
he held one of hls largest meetmngs, when he spoke 
before an audlence of 300 under the auusplces of 
the Clvll Llbertles Unlon, at  Los Angeles 

On July 13th and 14th he lectured a t  Bakersfield 
before the Exchange Club and a t  Delano and Sel- 
ma, (Exchange and Rotary Clubs) and the next 
day a t  a meetmg held under the chalrmanshlp of 
Mr  James E Emerson, pastor of the local Con- 
gregatlonal Church Other buslness clubs heard 
hlm a t  Taft  and Santa Clara 

I n  San Franclsco he spoke five tlmes, before 
the Publlc Splrlt, the Optlmlst and the Common- 
wealth Clubs, leadlng up to hls debate on July 29th 
7~1th Father Orlsen J MacMullln under the aus- 
plces of the San Franclsco Open Forum, by an ad- 
dress before a sympathetlc Protestant audlence, the 
Men's Blble Class of the Flrst Chrlstlan Church of 
Oakland 

Dr Clark 1s already booked twenty days ahead, 
somet~mes for two addresses a day 

Btrlh Control Revrew 

ENGLAND 

N the early sprlng the Llberal Summer School I sent to  L~bera l  Assouatlons throughout the 
country a full questlonnalre on the population 
problem, mcludlng Blrth Control and the propa- 
gat~on of the unfit Slnce the whole subject IS of 
Interest to us we publlsh thls sectlon of the ques- 
t~ons and replles In full It IS a s~gnlficant fact that 
the first questlon IS the only one whlch recelved an 
unqualified and unanimous "yes " 

Q -Assummg that methods of Blrth Control 
are available whlch are w~thout danger on medlcal 
grounds, do you conslder that lnstrudlon In these 
methods should be glven m state or rate-aided 
cllnlcs for those who ask for 1 t 7  

A -Yes 
Q -Do you conslder the fact that the blrth rate 

1s b~gher In some sectlons of the commumty than m 
others constitutes any danger to the communlty7 
If so, 1s the remedy wholly to be sought In educa- 
tion and propaganda, or could leg~slatlve actlon be 
brought to bear lndlrectly upon the sltuatlon (e g , 
by llghtenlng taxatlon In the case of desirable 
parents) ' 

A -"Danger to the community" IS, perhaps, a 
strong phrase to use, but ~t 1s felt that the contmu- 
ance of hlgher blrth rates among the less well-to-do 
classes 1s certainly undesirable I t  IS thought that 
there 1s no real remedy other than the growth of 
enlightenment, but that the remlsslon of oppressive 
taxatlon, where thls mlhtates, as ~t does, agalnst 
marrlage at  a reasonably early age and agalnst 
the rearlng of even small famlles, may do much 
to help The condltlons under wh~ch proposals for 
famlly endowment are to be put Into operatlon are, 
m thls connection, worth conslder~ng, and more 
lmaglnatlve 1eg.lslatlon in regard to houslng than 
IS at  present m operatlon IS also to  be deslred 

Q -Are you In favor of dlrect legslatlve actlon 
deslgned to prevent the multlpllcatlon of elther of 
the following classes Those suffering from grave 
hered~tary deficiencies aff ectlng (a )  mental charac- 
terlstlcs, (b) physlcal characterlstlcso 

A -There 1s a general feellng that "somethmg 
should be done," but the llmts of the problem and 
the nature of poss~ble remedles have as yet been 
imperfectly explored It 1s most Important that 
questions of thls klnd should not become, In the 
narrow sense of the word, polltlcal 

Q -Do you cons~der that the system advocated 
In Germany and elsewhere should be copled m thls 
country, whereby those contemplating marrlage 
would be requlred to appear before a reg~strar some 
t ~ m e  m advance of marrlage, and would then be 
glven a pamphlet drawn up  under government 
ausplces advlslng that persons suffermg from cer- 
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tam named disab~l~t~es  should, m the Interests of the 
chlldren they may have, first consult a qual~fied 
doctor? 

A -(By a majority) yes 
On another page we publ~sh MISS Brown's very 

clear and vivid story of the status of Blrth Control 
In parl~ament and In labor bod~es Slnce that was 
wr~tten the goverment has not been allowed to lose 
s~gh t  of the Issue The subject has been kept ahve 
In the House of Commons by the d~scussion of the 
report of the Mln~ster of Health I n  comment on 
the scope of the Welfare Centers Sir M McNagh- 
ten sald that doctors who bel~eved on medical 
grounds that further pregnancy was undes~rable 
should be free to g?ve direct adv~ce w~thout penalty 
It was impossible to argue w ~ t h  people who had a 
re l~g~ous object~on to Blrth Control, and he agreed 
that ~t was important that the M ~ n ~ s t e r  of Health 
should not allenate those who at  present gave volun- 
tary support to these centres A t  the same t~me,  
the Mln~ster should recognize that public opinlon 
moved, and the fact that the House of Lords, whlch 
was regarded as the repos~tory of Conservat~ve 
princ~ples, had, despite the Government Wh~ps ,  
passed a resolut~on urglng that the ban should be 
removed was the strongest poss~ble evidence of the 
trend of opinlon 

From a correspondent comes the following com- 
ment on the Cathollc vote In the House of Lords 

"Bntlsh Roman Cathol~c penodlcals have naturally 
been much concerned over the recent vote of the House of 
Lords In favor of Birth Control I t  was stated by the 
Catholw Tsmes of May 21st, tha t  the Cathohc Federa- 
t ~ o n  sent a speclal letter t o  each Roman Cathohc peer ten 
days before Lord Buckmaster's mot~on,  asklng h ~ m  t o  a t -  
tend and vote agalnst the resolut~on There a re  forty Ro- 
man Cathol~c peers In the House of Lords, but  only seven 
were In attendance The  Roman Cathollc papers are there 
fore polntlng out t ha t  ~t was the lnd~fference of the Roman 
Cathol~c peers whlch made poss~ble the passage of the 
resolut~on Ev~dently Blrth Control cannot arouse a fight- 
lng o p p o s ~ t ~ o n  among the Cathol~c l a ~ t y ,  whether ~t be 
composed of peers or  commoners " 

The Engllsh press is st111 commenting on last 
year's birth rate, which comparison proves to be 
actually lower for England than for France (18 6 
as against 19 6 for France) T h ~ s  IS as ~t should be 
In a country where, according to the statement of 
R G Hogarth, Pres~dent ~f the Brlt~sh Med~cal 
Association, the death rate has been cut about In 
half In the last fifty years M r  Hogarth, who is 
senlor surgeon of Nottlngham General Hosp~tal, 
held that thls decrease would have been nothlng 
short of a calam~ty ~f the blrth rate had not gone 
down In proport~on H e  added, m effect, that that 
being the case, Increased longev~ty and st111 more 

improved mental and physical health were ends Im- 
portant to the state, "not In vlew of d~stant mil~tary 
contmgenc~es, but for the immed~ate purpose of 
rendering the people more efficient c~t~zens, more 
valuable producers of wealth, parents of a health~er 
stock, and themselves more contented w ~ t h  t he~ r  
lot " 

The months roll on and the Peoples Clinlc a t  
Fulham Cross, London, of which Rose Witcop is 
head, has been In operat~on twelve months and more 
and has made ~ t s  first annual report T h ~ s  shows 
that 2,000 mothers have been given contraceptive 
advice and 400 of them, too poor to pay have been 
given free supplies 

JAPAN 

T H E  following United Press despatch from 
Tokio tells of a new advocate for Blrth Control 

"Birth Control for Japan, wlthout call~ng ~t such, 
has now a powerful advocate In the Osaka Maznzchz, 
the most w~dely circulated daily in the emplre 

The Maznzchz IS a very recent conlert, as a short 
t ~ m e  ago ~t was among the many papers denounang 
Mrs Margaret Sanger, the American Blrth Con- 
trol apostle, for coming to Japan to preach her 
gospel 

The result of the recent census. show~nn that the 
populat~on had Increased during the last five years 
by an average of 700,000 a year, desp~te a great 
earthquake death hst, stlrred the Maznzchz to its 
new stand " 

W~lllam T Ogawa of Tok~o, founder of the first 
Blrth Control clinic in Japan, 1s translating "The 
Pivot of C~v~l~zation" and "Woman and the New 
Race" Into Japanese 

CHINA 

OUR hundred rnlllion, the current populat~on 
FesLlmate for Chlna was too low F~gures  com- 
piled roughly by the postal adm~nistrat~on, not 
coverlng the whole country but representing the 
first attempt a t  a census, add another 36,100,000 

NEW ZEALAND 

O N E  race IS just facing its populat~on problem 
and facing ~t before ~t has reached the propor- 

tions of a problem These are the Maoris, up  to 
now few In numbers, famed for their beauty and the 
grace and kindliness of t he~ r  c iv~l~zat~on Has  con- 
tact w ~ t h  our civil~zation brought our curse of num- 
bers upon them and w~ l l  their Br~tlsh rulers aid 
them to 11ft the curse by Blrth Control? T h ~ s  1s 
the problem as the following statement shows It 
is quoted by the Munchester Guardzan from A T 
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Nagata, a leader of then trlbe and called "the ablest 
man In New Zealand lrrespectlve of race" 

"No man who deslres to b d d  h s  lepslat~ve 
proposals on a sound basls can neglect a phenome- 
non whlch IS lntroduclng a new factor mto the eco- 
nomlc, soaal, and polltlcal world of New Zealand 
to-day-I refer to the reblrth of the Maor~  people 
The Maorl race IS now Increasmg, not very fast as 
yet, but steadlly ~ncreaslng Thls fact must be 
reallzed by the leg~slator The materlal comlng for- 
ward IS strong, vlgorous, keen, enthuslastlc, not 
bothenng ~ t s  head very much about the 111s and 
grievances of the past, but standlng w ~ t h  eyes 
turned forward, not behlnd These young people 
want to go forward, nor 1s ~t any wonder, because, 
sooner or later, the accumulated result of c~vll~za- 
tlon, education, and contact w t h  the whrte people 
was bound to find outlet It IS a problem to 
know how to provlde for an lncrease from wlthln 
of our population wlth land ever a dlm~n~shmg fac- 
tor Educat~on may brlng about the adaptat~on of 
t h ~ s  new human materlal to the economlc changes 
m the country, but the problem must be faced It 
1s not yet acute m the Walapu, we shall be able to 
provlde probably for another generation The 
same applles between East Cape and Cape Run- 
away, but south of Glsborne men have been &wen 
by thew landlessness to seek land for themselves 
elsewhere The race IS now clamormg for land 

The t ~ m e  has arrlved for the State now to 
take stock, and m taklng stock to note the weak- 
nesses and conslder how they may be overcome 
That IS the duty of the government " 

HE followmg IS D r  Cooper's ltlnerary thls 
Tmonth The full story of b ~ s  meetmgs bas not 
yet reached us 
August 2nd Salem, Ore 
August 3rd, 4th, 5th, Hotel Benson, Portland, Ore 
August 6th Longmew, Wash 
August 7th Aberdeen, Wash 
August gth, 10th Olympia, Wash 
August 11th Tacoma, Wash 
August 12th, 13tb, 14th, 

Olymplc Hotel, Seattle, Wash 
August 16th Port  Angeles, Wash 
August 17th, 18th Bellmgham, Wash 
August 19th M t  Vernon, Wash 
August 20th, 21st Everett, Wash 
August 23rd, 24th Yaklma, Wash 
August 25th WaUa Walla, Wash 
August 26th, 27th, 28th Spokane, Wash 

A COMING E V E N T  

The Woman's Actlvltles Exhlblt whlch has 
grown to be a national event is havlng ~ts  annual 

show thls year a t  the Astor Hotel, September 28th 
to October 1st Mrs Sanger IS on them Exlublt 
Committee and the American Blrth Control 
League has taken space slm~lar to what we had last 
year Mrs Clara Carter of New Jersey and Mrs 
J Blshop Vandever of Kew Gardens, N Y , wdl 
be In charge 

On Blights 

Rev John A McClorey, In the Dearborn Independent 
July loth, calls Birth Control a 'World Bhght " Perhaps 
this is true, but in our opinlon a world bhght 1s needed 
for almost everything that hves to keep it in check 

Each female human a t  matunty 1s pronded mth 3,600 
ova, almost everyone of whch would grow anto a human 
being if fertihzed Out of 1,700,000,000 people on this 
earth about half or 850,000,000 are females Multiply 
this number by 3,600 and you get 3,060,000,000,000 pos- 
slble humans mthin the next 60 years Isn't a bhght 
needed for that squirming mass? The male spermatozoa 
In number is probably 1,000,000 times as great as  the 
female W~thout  some form of bhght we could have In 
50 years a male possibihty of 3,060,000,000,000,000,000 
Bhght 1s surely needed there Nature 1s not afraid of 
world bhghts Did you ever note the thousands upon 
thousands of tree seeds that are perfected and fall to &e 
for every one that finds a good place to grow-and hves? 
"World-bhghts' are necessary One of the greatest natu- 
ralists that ever hved. Louis John Aeassiz. sa~d. ''There - - 
1s not a single hnng species on the earth, but which, un- 
checked, would devastate it" Were tt not for world- 
blights we would now have no world The present out- 
look for the human race 1s gloomy Sanltary experts have 
made Japan ~ncrease 7,000,000 per year faster than ten 
years ago If these experts get into Chna, what then? 
Her  400,000,000 have held about even for centunes On 
Japan's ratlo she mll lncrease 60,000,000 per year 
Japan needs Blrth Control this minute The whole world 
mll need ~t ~f the "bug-klllers" get Into Chma Nature 
is a frequent user of blights t o  check down her teeming 
milhons The rabbit blights the forest, the weasel bhghts 
the rabbit Cattle blight the buffalo grass, and polson 
weeds and wolves bhght the cattle House cats bhght the 
mlce, but, lest the mce be completely exterminated the 
tomcats are told t o  bhght the klttens-and the kittens 
"turn in" whenever the Toms find them 

Salmon on the Atlantic coast hve 30 years No reason 
for bhghtmng an Atlantic salmon Everythng 1s agamst 
hlm The Paclfic salmon have an easy hfe, so they're 
bhghted t o  keep them from gettlng too numerous They 
hve through one spawrung, mther up  and h e  If they had 
not done t h s  they would have crushed out every other 
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form of Pacific marlne life The Lord knows how to bl~ght embargo does not ex~st, 1s he golng to vote for retaining 
Not a single food of man but 1s bl~ghted T h ~ s  may be or removlng 1t"'-and "Hang your sympathy, buy a 
a mark of specla1 esteem but to us ~t looks hke ~ntent  to plef" "The clothes in which we are s~t t lng here tonlght, 
checks real bhght Song b ~ r d s  hve on weed seed Ever the electnc hght under whlch we are s ~ t t ~ n g ,  the plumb~ng 
see any bhght on t h e ~ r  food? No'-From the Jeferson and the san~tary conveniences in our houses are Inter- 
C m t y  Umn, Ft Atk~nson (Wls ) ferences wlth the course of nature" Lord Wrenbury's 

soeech dealt ma~nlv w ~ t h  the ~svcholomcal case for B ~ r t h  

Ed~Eor, Atlantlc C ~ t y ,  ( N  J ) Press 
I come from a part  of Ireland where it was not uncom- 

mon to see famll~es of ten and even fifteen No one knows 
of the squalor and suffer~ng of these poor people who had 
a ventable army to feed on an insuffic~ency There 1s only 
one reasonable logcal side to the Birth Control questron 

A "  - 
Control In marned hfe The Lord Chancellor, hberty's 
~nveterate enemy, was suavely optlmlst~c "I do not doubt 
that a doctor, if consulted, would gwe that advlce'" 
"Everyone, a t  least, has a panel doctor'" Lord Buck- 
master summed up, h ~ s  magnificent plea should be pub- 
lished In pamphlet form 

MICHAEL O'ROUBKE 
A B I R T H  CONTROL CLINIC I N  

I thought to kft one of the ltttle t d e r r  to aacertam hra 
mclght Throwgh hu thrrty-fine paMlds of skM, and bow 
t h e  ram a tremor of fear, and lu rtmggled f o m r d  to 
tw a broken thread I attracted hw attentwn by a towh, 
and offered hum a rllver dnne He looked a t  me d d l y  
thraugh a face that msght have belonged to a no?& of 
~ t g ,  10 furrowed, trghtly d r a m ,  and fuU of paam at was 
He  did not reach for the nzoncp-he dd not know what 
8t waa There were doeens of r w h  chrldren, rn thss par- 
ttcuLar mdl A physlcaan who mu mth 7ne rrud that they 
d d  all be dead probably an two yearr, and thew place8 
@d by O~~&~$-THEBE WEBE PLENTY MOBE Pnezl'llUXUa 
comes off m a t  of t h  T h r  rystemd are n p e  for  dw- 
core, and rdun st comcs there ax no rebowd-no  reapme 
Me&m imply doer not act-hue w wLpped, b e a t n  
dwcouraged, and the chrM s d s  smto a rtupor a d  d m  

-ELBJSBT HUBBABD 

"The whole h a s  of teachmg (In the M~ddle Ages) belng 
In the hands of the priesthood, the attitude towards the 
hanmng on of the sacred torch of hfe from one generat~on 
t o  the next was one that represented the torch as polson 
gas-an unavo~dable evll and the root of all sm We have 
not yet shaken ourselves free of that attitude of defilement 
and from ~t spnnp: many of our soc~al troubles of today " 

HUNGARY 
(Contcnusd from pags 272) 

dlssemlnate Birth Control lnformatlon and to 
acquire the thlngs that you need m the practlce of 
Blrth Control 

I n  that fight the State asked the expert advlce 
of Professor Taufor, the greatest authority In our 
country, and he sald that we were rlght who sald 
that no laws must be made to make ~t more difficult 
to obtam thls mformatlon H e  sald, let's have laws 
that make it legal to glve advlce to every one We 
dlcln't succeed m gettlng these laws but ~t was a 
great asset to have that document, that when the 
State had asked adv~ce from the experts m whom 
the State trusted, to have those experts belongmg 
to our clrcle, worklng wth us f * 

'Excerpts  from a report t o  the Slxth International Neo-Mal- 
thuslan and Blrth Contml Conference 

"THE NATION'S BACKBONE" 
(Contmuad from page 2tZ) 

Joe turned, but only to stare at her bewildered 
"Gonna be cold t'rught," she added 
Joe eald nothmg for a whlle and turned to the 

CRITICS AND CHAMPIONS AT 
WESTMINSTER 
(Contmnad from pags 284) 

for them enjoyment, and mere mach~nes for the product~on 
of unwanted children" Lord Rathcreedan, in a humane 
and reasonable speech, gave lllustrat~ve cases of the toll 
of unrestr~cted motherhood on woman's hves and health, 
from his own observations in South London, and among 
the mld tnbes of North Afnca and the peasantry of 
Tsanst Russla He  was followed by Ear l  Russell, who 
scored h e a d y  off the Archbrshop "If he t h  nks the 

Joe slept m the house that mght and every mght 
for nme months thereafter, except, of course, when 
he was out fish~ng off the coast to provlde for hm 
growmg f a d y  And a httle over m e  months 
after that un-Cahfoman bit of weather m San 
Pedro Harbor, the Lord-who, m His mysterious 
way, as already said, IS interested m healthy and 
properly marr~ed young couples mth the vlew of 
c o n t m g  the human specles on thls earthly ball 
m general and thls grand meltmg pot m particular 
--conferred upon Joe and M m e  another blessmg, 
them elghth descendant 
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The American 
Birth Control League 

Inc 
&RGABET SANGEB, Preadt?llt 

104 FlFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 
Telephone Chelsea 8901 

i) 
WE ASK YOU TO HELP SUPPORT OUR WORK 
BY BECOMING A CONTRIBUTING YEXBER 

u 

OUR 
A I M  

1 To t a c h  the need for &rtb 
Control 

2 To mmke a t  I d  for p h y s ~ c m ~ s  
to m s h c t  n u w e d  penom I. 
u f e  methob of B~rth Control 

3 To open dnmu where the k t  
con t l r~ephre  m f o r ~ h o n  s k l l  
ba obtumble by d who need 
It. 

"There is no other subject of such importance as 
Birth Control Knowledge of It m ~ r k s  a new and happier 
phase In the h~story of civilhtion 

-H E W.m 

"The only practical instrument by which eugenim can 
work is Birth Control ' 

-HAVKLOCK ELLIS. 

"There could be no greater eontrihut~on to the morality 
of the world and to marital happiness than Birth Control" 

- W ~ I A X  ALLKN P ~ T ,  M D ,  Prsrdmt  of the 
Amsncan Ysdbd  Araocrat8on, 19%% 

"It is not a question of introducing among the poor 
an effort to prevent excessive child-beanng Such efforts 
are made ail the tlme now It  is a questron of Introducing 
safe and sane methods, and of spread~ng among them the 
knowledge that such a llmltatlon of the number of children 
e possible without the rlsk of death or invalidism I t  1s 
a question of offering to the poor who need it most, the 
knowledge and the power wh~ch has long been the posses- 
sion of those who need it least" 

-ALICE H ~ n n m n ,  M D , Hamard ILlsdtod School ... ............................... .. . . . . . . . . 
m~ la altn SEND WITH r a m  oms m 

ROOM 1905, 101 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 

Nams 

Csty State 

Date of Jotnrng Amount 

CLASSES OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

A-$100 to $500 C-$25 
8-$50 L S l O  

E-$2 to $9 

$10 or over mcludes a Yean' Subcnptton to 
THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW - 

CRICK# 8ROCW.D BE XABI PAYABLE m TnK 
AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 

I "SOME CREDIT" 
"Hand one of those specla1 medals for heroism," says 

a recent news Item, "to Jlm Ahearn of Jersey C ~ t y  who a t  
20 finds himself the father of tnplets "Some credlt," the 
Item adds, "goes to Mrs Ahearn who 1s only 18" The 
newspaper displayed a por t ra~ t  of the father mth the 
three children-the mother belng a t  the time "very weak 
hut expected to recover " 

"Every man and woman should have a knowledge of 
Blrth Control for h ~ s  or her own sake" 

E X P E R I M E N T A L  B R E E D I N G  
I 
I (Conttnued from pags 268) 

1 Therefore, m the group where some sort of llmlta- 
tlon of reproduction (contmence) was ut~hzed, the 
mouse population was larger It ur obvious that m 
the case of these mce uncontrolled breedmg would 
lead to ext~nctlon of the race faster than would 
some sort of controlled breedmg 

Thls should be interestmg news for the "calam- 
~ t y  howlers" who seem to feel that Blrth Control 
In the case of human belngs 1s fast tendmg toward 
the wlpmg out of the race Obviously the Important 
factor 1s not the number of mdlvlduals born, but 
the percentage survlval 

It also suggests a stlmulatmng thought m the 
dlrectlon of whether physlologcal energy of rapld 
fire breedmg 1s not, m many ways, slmply a great 
and useless waste whlch could be obvlated 

I BOOKS OF VITAL INTEREST 
ON ALL TOPICS 

seq Psycho-APalyry Psychology, 
DIst .ad Health 

TE. mom A D T H O r n A T R .  A m W  

Havelock Ellla, Robie, Long. Kraft-Eblng, Forcl, Kluh. 
Bloeh, Malcbow, Brill, Freud. Jung, Adler, Tddon, Lfnd- 
hhr, Father Kneipp, Gare, D m  

Yolv Nmda Always Fd6lkd 

If obtslnable, we have It, if unobtainable, we can get ft. 

DEBCRIPTIVE LIBTB BERT FREE 

Modem Book Association 
LO9 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

4160 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD 



"3-in-One Oil" 

When any mechanism about the house squeaks, 
the trouble IS lack of oil Try the ce-n remedy, 

The Hzgh Quahty Household 0 1 1  

Thls hlghly reflned 011 compound goes nght to the seat of trouble 
-penetrates the closest beanngslubrlcates perfectly 

All locks, bolts, hlnges, wlndow pulleys and catches need 3-1- 
One occasionally Sew~ng machines, talhng machmes, vacuum 
cleaners and washlng rnachlne motors need 3-ln-One frequently 

T h e  od you use 1s such a small Item In the household expense 
that you can well afford the best 3-ln-One IS the most wldely 
sold bottled or1 In the world Ask for a by name and look for 
the Blg Red One on the label 

At all good storea ln 1 oz, 3 oz and 5 plnt bottles and In ;-or 
Handy 011 Cans. The 5 plnt bottle 1% the econom~cal size 

FREE-Generous sample and Dlctlooary ex- 
pla~nlng 79 uaea for 3 ~n-One In the home, 
alone, sent free on request Use a postaL 



Books by M a r g a r e t  Sanger  

I Happiness in Marriage 1. 

.I Woman and the New Race 1: 

j 

: All soc~ally mlnded people of enltghtenmem, all those ~nterested In the ~ m -  

provement of manklnd and the progress of humanlty w l l  welcome "Woman 

: and the New Race" I t  1s an rmportant contrlbutlon to the literature on the 

question of voluntary motherhood by one of ~ t s  foremost Amerlcan champions 

I t  1s written tn a brll l~ant lnterestlng style 

Pnse $2 00 

In  thls book M r s  Sanger dwells a good deal on the varrous angles of the sex 
problem whlch play so vltal, and often so traglc, a part In the marrtal relat~ons 
I t  1s a clear, slncere and compell~ng exposltton that cannot but prove of In 
estimable value to the multitude of young people who often marry In haste and 
repent at  lelsure T o  quote the New York Tzrne-s "Mrs Sanger 1s engaged 
In an enterprise to help people be happy" T h e  book wlll tell you how 

The Piwot of Ciwilimtion 
:I Thls  book IS a dlstlnct surprlse, a delightful surprlse I t  1s even-tempered and 1; i( analyt~cal, r shows a background of detaded knowledge whlch mstead of un- 

balancing the plcture, brlngs out both breadth and perspective, and ~t has style, 

a vlvaclous style sh~ftlng from the boldly dldact~c to the subtly persuasive, l e t  I 
always clear and to the p a n t  1: 

WHAT EVERY GIRL SHOULD KNOW - - $1 50 
New enlarged Eng11.h Edttlon 

WHAT EVERY MOTHER SHOULD KNOW 60 

Pncc $2 00 

ORDER (addmg 10 cents 104 F I F T H  A V E N U E  
f o r  p o s t a g e )  F R O M  Birth Control Review Y o n K  

: 

................................. ................... 


