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Preliminary Announcement

of
THE WORLD POPULATION CONFERENCE

To be held August 31, September 1, 2, 1927
at the Conservatorre de Musique, Geneva, Suiizerland

Conservatoire at Geneva, Switzerland, on August 31, September 1, 2, 1927, under

the auspices of leading scientists and scientific organizations of many countries It
will be, 1n effect, a conclave of the medical, biological, sociological, ethical and statistical
authonties of the world, who have gone far mn the study of the population problem, but
who have never before assembled at a common meeting table to exchange their views and
coordinate therr knowledge The attention of all those interested i the vanous techrucal
phases underlying the problem as a whole 1s called to this international meeting and therr
cooperation 1s earnestly requested

@HE World Population Conference, first of 1ts kind ever to be held, will meet in the

ITS PURPOSE AND PLAN

The chief purpose of the World Population
Conference 1s to establish an international wiew
pont from which the queshon may be studied
Such a conference must be strictly scientific, and
accordingly eminent men and women in the
fields of medicine, biology, economics, sociology
and ethics will be inwited to partiaipate 1n round
table discussions By thus procedure it 13 hoped
that some 150 or 200 leaders wall be given an
opportunity for mutual interchange of i1deas and
for the recogmition of the common elements of
the whole population question

It 13 planned to have each section of the con-
ference presided over by eminent authorities in
each particular field and to so arrange the
meetings that all branches of scence represented
will have an opportumty of contact wath each
other

It 1s hoped that from thus conference wall
come the establishment of a permanent inter
national organization for population fact finding
and the adoption of some common pomnt of view
which will tend toward a solution of the
problem

ITS POSSIBILITIES

The nations of the world are keenly aware
of their indivtdual population problems, they are
generally cognizant of the population problems
of their near nesghbors and all dhstant countries
It 13 known that the question of population
growth holds possibilities of menace to the future
of cvilization—and yet the world population
preblem 15 one of the few great issues of today
which have not been the subject of concerted
international action

It 1s posable from such a conference as 15 to
be held 1n Geneva 1n September, 1927, to collate
all available knowledge on the subject, and to get
the scientific interpretatton of this knowledge
necessary to stir the citizens of the several
nations to a sharp realizattion that the problem
of one 15 the problem of all

It 13 possible that from such a conference wll
come an international movement which, through
its findings, wall help 1n the solution of other
financial, economic, and health problems wiuch
are today the cause of grave concern
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EDITORIAL

IS summer the National Woman’s Party
knocked 1n vamn at the doors of the Interna-
tional Suffrage Alliance in Congress in Paris The
International claims to stand for full equality for
women and the Woman’s Party based 1ts demand
for admussion on 1ts general platform and on cer-
tan specific planks not mmcluded in the program of
the strong American group, the National League
of Women Voters, which 1s already a member of
the Alhance Its exclusion was, the Woman’s
Party clamms, the refusal to accept certamn essen-
tials to women’s equality But what, we ask, of the
lack of Birth Control on the programs of both these
American orgamizations? The British women’s or-
gamzations have accepted Birth Control Why are
we still knocking at the doors of both American
groups? Why has the means of stmking at “the
tap-root of woman’s subjection” not been made
part of the Woman’s Party program? Why 1s 1t
not part of the amehorative program of the League
of Women Voters? Until it 1s, neither of these
bodies can claim to be the full expression of either
the welfare or the rights of women They will rep-
resent a mnority and a minority which will never
become a majority until all women are emancipated
from the slavery of mind and body that follows
from excessive child-bearing
It 15 a significant fact that Frances Wright, one
of the greatest of early femmmsts, whose hfe 1s out-
Imed n this number of the REview, made Birth
Control a foundation demand for women’s freedom
It 1s a fact still more sigmificant, because it gives
a hmt of the vast waste of women’s hves and
women’s mental and physical vitalhty through un-
regulated child-bearmg—the waste of a large part
of what women might contribute to society—that
Mary Wollstonecraft, first and greatest of femi-
nists, died in child-birth.

UNE and July numbers of the Dearborn In-
dependent contamn a two-part article giving the
substance of lectures against Birth Control de-
hivered in Detroit by Father John A McClorey, a
Catholic priest This 1s the Father McClorey who
constituted himself an antidote to President Lattle
of Michuigan Umversity and has kept his views on
Birth Control before the public mn the press of
mzddle western states There 1s nothing new 1n the
round trodden by Father McClorey in these lec-
tures He has brought together all the offensive
and many times disproved charges There 1s neither
space nor need to answer him 1n 2 magazine devoted
to constructive work for Birth Control The Inde-
pendent, however, 1s another matter Though not,
we understand, a Roman Catholic publcation, 1t
has editonally taken sides with Father McClorey
To 1ts readers the case for Birth Control has never
been presented and 1its present editorial attitude
shows unwillingness to hear this side 'We trust that
in deference to freedom of speech the Independent
will take sober second thought and open its columns
to a reply, we would suggest a reply by a mimster,
one whom a mistaken interpretation of religion does
not force to urge the race to turn out a swarming
multifude of sickly souls to mumster to the “extrin-
sic glory” of a Moloch-God The acceptance of
Catholic opimion as the final word on Birth Control
1s mediaevalism not independence and we can only
hope that the Independent will justify 1ts name by
presenting both sides

sl

HERE 1s one passage in Father McClorey’s

address that we do want to take up He states
that if Birth Control prevails among Protestants
the world 1s going to be made Catholic “by the birth
route ” He adds “Let my non-Catholie brethren
recogmze and prevent this most hkely Cathohe
monopoly of the earth We Cathohes should like
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to be important in the world but not at the cost of
Protestant race suicide ” 'We do not think that his
non-Cathohe brethren need be alarmed by this
“Cathohic menace” for the reverend father 1s reck-
oning 1 1gnorance of the laws governing the move-
ment of the birth rate The very first and most 1m-
portant of these is that as the birth rate goes up so
too does the death rate  'What Birth Control among
non-Catholics and unregulated births among Catho-
hes would mean 1s a rising survival rate among
Protestant infants while the Roman Cathohe death
rate remamed the same, or if the church actually
succeeded mn enforcing discontinuance of Birth
Control among Catholies who use 1t now, an n-
crease of the Catholic nfant death rate With this
also would go, for the Protestants, a decrease and
for the Catholics an increase, of misearriage and

still-births

HE working of this law of births and deaths

1s brought out 1n a very concrete and vivid way
by Miss Johnson’s study of controlled and uncon-
trolled births among mice, which 1s pubhshed 1n this
number of the REvIEw Another lesson from a sec-
tion of the birth rate 15 to be learned from a study
now being made by the American Birth Control
League of women among Mrs Sanger’s corres-
pondents who have had eight or more pregnancies
Twenty letters taken at random from this group
show but four mothers keeping all their children to
grow up Five had kept two-thirds or more of therr
children Of the rest, one kept 12 out of 19 (7
dead) , another 7 out of 14 (7 dead) , others 6 out
of 14 (8 dead), 4 out of 11 (7 dead), 8 out of 15
(7 dead) , 6 out of 12 (6 dead) , 4 out of 8 (4 dead),
6 out of 17 (11 dead)

It 1s apparent how enormous the loss 15, often
fifty per cent or over Another had four iving chil-
dren out of 11 and the last born was defective An-
other mother of ten had lost only one child, her last,
but her next to last was defective This deteriora-
tion of the later born 1s a strmking thing The
mothers have no vitality left to give their younger
children and the succession 1s with starthng fre-
quency, sturdy children, sickly or defective children,
children who do not survive mfancy, still-births and
miscarriages ‘I have got so I cannot carry them
to term,” 15 one of the commonest of expressions
among the “breeders’” as more than one of these
women calls herself

Shakl.

PON the heels of Father McClorey’s attack
comes Father McGuire’s resignation from a
Beacon club because Mrs Sanger was allowed to

Burth Control Reuview

speak there, followed by his refusal to meet her n
debate

It 1s this attitude of crushing intolerance, this
unwillingness to histen and refusal to learn that has
caused the recent Mexican reaction agamst the
Catholic Church President Calles’ decree of July
3rd 1s an attempt to make effective the efforts
Mexico has been makmng for two generations to
shake off the strangle hold of a mediaeval institu-
tion which has opposed every effort to improve the
condition of the people and to make the government
democratic If the decree contams certam extreme
repressive measures agamst the church this 1s only
an indication of the mtensity of the struggle The
church has been able to render null and void the
democratic measures of former governments, so this
government 1s turmng her own weapons against
her Most of the measures in Calles’ decree, such
as the secularizing of church property, the divorcing
of church and state are already in force m such
Catholic countries as France and are perfectly m
accord with democratic 1deals With the yoke of
mediaevalism thus thrown off we can anticipate a
splendid development of the government work for
Birth Control already begun in Mexico

sShaf.

IRTH CONTROL 1s making steady progress
among non-Catholic clergy Its most recent
advocate at a church conference was the Reverend
Lynn Harold Hough of Detroit, who stated before
the Northern New York Methodist Episcopal Con-
ference that he believed “the scientific control of
fecundity” to be “not unChristian, but a very
Christian-like thing to do in that it will prevent
nations from stepping on the toes of other nations
and prevent over-crowding withm the nation with
its attendant dangers of famme and msurrection ”

e,

N our first page we publish 1 full the pre-
O Iiminary announcement of the World Popu-
lation Conference This notable conference, the
first scientific international congress on the subject
ever to be held, 1s the outcome of the decision of the
Sixth International Neo-Malthusian and Birth
Control Conference to place the world-wide prob-
lem of population before the League of Nations
in Geneva and to base the case for Birth Control
before this tribunal on population pressure Plans
are already well under way and there 1s just a year
in which to perfect them News of what promises
to be the most notable world congress of the century
will be published in the Review as the program
matures
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Experimental Breeding of Young Mammals

By Beatrice W JomNson, A M

T'lus report 18 the result of an expervment with young mice, carefully studied wn the scientific labora-
tory of the Clinical Research Department of the American Burth Control League It 18 wnitten for
lay readers of the REviEwW who will be interested in knowing that the League 18 attempting scientific

expervmentation under controlled conditions

It 18 not a techmeal scientific treatise That type of

report 13 being reserved for a bwological journal and unll be publhished by Dr C C Lattle and Mass
Johnson as jont authors Dr ILattle acted tn an advisory capacity during the experiment described

1 Object

HE object of this experiment was to deter-

mmne the effects of forced breeding as con-
trasted with controlled breeding of young mice
With this in view about fifty young adults of breed-
Ing age were obtained from Dr C C Lattle’s
laboratory in September, 1925

2 Materal

These mice are all pedigreed stock which have
been inbred for at least exght years in his laboratory
Contrary to the popular notion, inbreeding does
not produce deterioration, unless the inherent po-
tentialities of the stock are bad These animals are,
therefore 1n spite of long mmbreeding, 1n excellent
condition They are a very homozygous lot of ani-
mals, and thus inasmuch as their inheritance 1s rela-
tively defimtely known, any vamnation which ap-
peared would be more likely to be due to exper:-
mental causes rather than to unexpected natural
changes which might crop up in a genetically un-
known stock

3 Inmtroduction

Theoretically 1t 1s possible for mice to give hirth
to young every three weeks For example, a female
mouse may have a litter on May first, and while
nursing these young for the usual three week
period may have another litter developing ‘in utero’,
giving birth again on or about May 22nd

An attempt was made, therefore, to keep this
cycle going at top speed and to have mice repro-
duce every three weeks Such muce are referred to
as “forced” In contrast to this a control series
was run m which mother mice were given a chance
to recuperate from a previous htter before they
were mated again Three weeks were allowed to
elapse after weaning the former litter before the
mice were bred agan and 1f impregnated, three
weeks were required for development ‘n utero’

This means that at least mne weeks would elapse
between hitters from the control ammals Only a
fraction of this experiment can be reported now
because of reasons given below

At the outset 1t should be stated that although
female mice can theoretically reproduce every three
weeks, practically they do not do so when bred mm
many cases In other words, there 1s a multipheity
of factors mvolved, such as metabolic condition of
the mouse, stage of ovulation, fertility of the male,
and so on Thus, although females were bred 1m-
mediately after partuntion, young did not always
result For example ninety-six of these mothers
were bred, but only twenty-eight produced Ltters
at the earliest expected date

4 Results

One thousand, six hundred and eighty-four mce
were born since the begining of the experiment Of
these mice, forty-six htters comprising three hun-
dred and nineteen mice were from control females,
and mnety-six htters comprising six hundred and
two mice were from experimental females It often
happened that “forced” mothers had young not
exactly three weeks after their previous htter, but
four, five, or six weeks afterwards

These htters furnish interesting material for
study of growth curves, but for this present writ-
ing these will be excluded from the report Detailed
study on mdividual growth curves will serve as ma-
termal for a purely scientific and later report It 1s
desired to consider at present, simply those litters
which were true “forced” hitters, that 1s, the result
of a nursing mother who had, at the same time,
another htter developing ‘in utero’ These will be
compared and contrasted with young whose
mothers had free nursing period (three weeks) a
recuperative time of three weeks before breeding
for the next lhtter and thus a total of nine weeks
(three weeks pregnancy period for the second lhit-
ter) between htters
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TABLYES OF THE TWO GROUPS

Control or “Recuperated” Mothcers

Number of Younp F g Dead

i Latter 1 oung Youny
4 4 0
9 9 0

11 11 0
6 3 1
9 7 2
9 9 0
8 a 1
8 6 2
9 8 1
9 4 5
4 & 0
6 1 5
8 4 4
5 0 5
7 7 0
7 3 4
5 5 0
7 7 0

18 Latters 101 Linving 30 Dead

In a total of 46 combmned ltters, the average
number of mice per litter was 6 48 The forced
females had an average of 596 young per litter
and the control females had 7 28 per htter The
infant mortality was significantly higher in the
forced htters than in the control series

Control Forced
Percentage infant mortality 229 425
Mice per litter 728 596

Thus m twenty-eight Litters which were forced,
although 167 mice were born, only 96 survived In
case of the controls, however, where the mothers
were allowed to recuperate from the stramn and
physiological effect of a former pregnancy before
they were allowed to breed, of 131 young born, 101
survived In other words, more young resulted
from controls even with their fewer htters, than
did in the case of the forced amimals with theu
larger number born The physiological energy and
effort wasted 1n the case of the forced females 1s
obvious

It might be suggested that the differential mor-
tality was due to some other factor than merely the
forced pregnancy This chance has, however, been
reduced to a mummum because the females were all

“Forced” Mothers

Numbrr of Young Laoang Dead
w Latter Young Young

10

T

8

3

2

ol

-
OO0 OO D ~F 00 Ur ~F Ur G0 W O W Q0 B = Q00 U QO

SR = O S TIONOWRWNWWER NG OER DO O NG
‘ W I = TN GO R =D L WO RO NG

28 Latters

96 Living 71 Dead

of approximately the same age (young adults),
and were, because of their continued inbreeding n
the laboratory, of as nearly the same genetic con-
stitution as 1s possible to obtain under observation
They received the same diet and care throughout
the experimental process The diet used has been
found zdequate in vitamin content and has been
used for over ten years with no record of rickets
or metabohe disturbance of any sort m raising over
50,000 muce

It 1s planned to study the growth curves of these
individual mice with a view to comparing the
progress made by young resulting from “timed”
and “forced” pregnancies

Summary

More lhving young resulted from fewer con-
trolled pregnancies than from many forced ones

(Continued on page 290)
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Passing the Buck to Posterity

By VILHIJALMUR STEFANSSON
Part 1

HUNDRED and twenty-seven years ago

the clergyman Malthus enunciated his fam-
ous doctrine that population was sometimes bound
to outrun food supply, and that squalor and world
starvation would follow That was an mexorable
truth, but he dressed 1t up and unmntentionally dis-
gused 1t with many absurd side 1ssues One by one
these frills have been torn away, and each time the
cry has been raised that Malthusianism 1s dead It
1s not dead, but only naked of 1ts original garb 1Its
truth 1s marching on

According to the false Malthusiamsm of Malthus
himself, we should all have starved to death some
tine ago England, according to the unmodified
Doctrine, should have entered upon the final epoch
of chromic hunger (or resulting wars and pestil-
ences) somewhere around 1845, and the rest of the
world either a little earlier or somewhat later

But here we all are, ahve, prosperous, and scep-
tical of the various prophets of doom We seem to
conclude, easily, that because we never yet have had
a world famine, we never will have one In that
respect we may be a bit like the colored man who
was so cheerful m April because he had always
noticed that if he lived through March he hved
through the rest of the year

HE Neo-Malthusians tell us, grimly, that the

starvation sentence pronounced on humamty by
Malthus has not been reversed, or commuted, but
only stayed They say the advance of population
upon food supply cannot be checked To ther
mmd, comparison with an advancing giant falls
short of the truth

World population 1s rismg as a tide We buld
agamst 1t dikes, as they do agamnst the sea in Hol-
land, but there are many breaches m the wall and
we are bemg forced to reahze that every one of our
protective devices (with perhaps one exception) 1s
but a stopgap

I have invented myself, or at least advertised,
one of these stopgaps for postponing world hun-
ger That has led me to study all the others Sup-
pose we examine them and see how inadequate they
are, and why When we come to the fifth act of the
drama, we shall consider what chance there may be
of pronnding for 1t a happy ending

The world population problem presents two de-
nouements—either we shall eventually starve, or if

we find unhmited food, we shall in the end trample
each other under foot when there 15 no longer stand-
ing room on the earth

HE wvital statisticians, who are wresthng with

Neo-Malthusiamsm, base their estimates of the
growth of world population on statistics showing
increases of the past

But rehable census figures for the whole world
have never existed since the time when Noah took
tally of his passengers leaving the Ark We esti-
mate there are about 1,800,000,000 mouths to feed
Just at present—but the emphasis 1s on the word
estumate

Apart from doubtful Roman attempts, the tak-
g of censuses on a national sczle 1s a modern
pastime Sweden began 1t in 1749 Finland was
next, i 1751, and then came Denmark, Norway
and Spam The Umted States was pretty busy
having a war during the last quarter of that cen-
tury, but we got into the game promptly thereafter
and had our first census m 1790 We were ahead
of Great Brtamn and France, which had their firsi
complete counts mm 1801 Various other countries
straggled along through that century, and Russia
did not have a census tll 1897 Turkey, Chma and
many others have not had one yet Something hike
forty per cent of the world’s population 1s known
to us only through estimates

T 15, then, a little hard to guess just how fast the
human race 1s multiplying, simce we do not
know how many people there were at any time mn
the past, and do not know how many there are at
present
The simplest way to look at the Malthusian ques-
tion would be to consider how long it takes a popu-
lation to double Since we can do no better than
to assume something, we draw our conclusions from
single countries and assume that the world as a

whole would present a simlar picture 1f only we
had all the facts

Finland has doubled three times from 1749 to the
present 1n spite of emugration, the Umted States
has doubled seventeen times smce 1790, but that
is partly thanks to immgration The only known
country that has not doubled its numbers in the
last century 1s France It seems reasonable, there-
fore, to assume that world population has doubled
at least twice in the last hundred years
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BUT it has been noticed that if you ignore both
immgration and emigration, considering only

excess of births over deaths, the various peoples are
mcreasing less and less rapidly It 1s therefore
logical to suppose that total world population may
next time take more than a century to double twice
over Let us be conservative and say 1t will be able
to double only half that often, or once per hundred
years

That’s a nice round figure, 100 per cent mncrease
in 100 years On the basis of that we shall arrive
at some fairly mnteresting comparative conclusions
about the various schemes for mncreasing the food
of the world, and about how many years each
scheme 1s good for in warding off Malthusian world
starvation

If we find that all the schemes together suffice to
produce unlimted food, we shall next consider the
alternative How soon will our globe have to hang
out the sign of “Standing Room Only?”’

THERE are many things we now know which

Malthus did not foresee Through these we
understand why lis calculation was wrong as to
the exact decade in which England, for instance,
would begin to starve

Some of the i1deas which put Malthus and his
contemporaries off the track, are now so strange
and out of date that we can scarcely conceive that
anyone could ever have held them One such was
about what we now call prairies

In Europe treeless grasslands, such as those of
Hungary and Russia, were supposed to be meap-
able of supporting anything but a nomad popula-
tion of stockmen, while, west of the Atlantic, as
Professor Barrows of the Umniversity of Chicago
has shown, the pramries of the Umted States and
Canada were considered to be wholly worthless as
late as 1818, twenty years after Malthus first an-
nounced his Doctrine Apparently 1t was supposed
that they would not support even domestic cattle

BUT the prairies of Europe, the two Americas,
and Australia, have since become the great
wheat fields of the world Sumlar grasslands in
Siberia and Africa are fast bemg turned to cereal
production
This increase of food was not dreamed of by
Malthus and, of course, changed the time element
of his ealculations
Thanks, partly, to mcreased and mecreasing
wheat, we did not starve to death as and when pre-
dicted, but we are catching up on the wheat supply

and it alone cannot save us from the Malthusian
doom.,
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The developments in farm machmery and trans-
portation were equally unforeseen by Malthus He
did not even suspect the possibility of mowers and
binders and threshing machines, of steamships and
railway tramns and motor trucks Neither did it
occur to him that fertilizers could be made directly
out of the air, as the Norwegians are now making
them on a large scale with water power, and as the
Umted States 1s about to do through such great
projects as that of Muscle Shoals

WE are now in a position to produce any year,
if we want to, much more food than the year
preceding A sure promise of higher prices would
bring at once a considerable mncrease in wheat or
corn or potatoes

But the fact 1s that we are producing each year
only a few per cent more food than we are consum-
mg If production were for some reason kept from
mereasing beyond the present yearly output, the
normal, steady mcrease in population would over-
take the food supply m a few years, and world
starvation would start—say, 1n 1935

But there are several ways of fending off hunger
yet a Iittle while beyond that

To begm with, we don’t need to eat all the food
we do eat The doctors agree that more people
suffer from overeating than from undereating
This remains true even when you consider famines
in distant lands and the hunger of the poor 1n our
cities Surely, if we were put to 1t, we could find
some means of restrammng the appetites of many
if not most of our gluttons, to the hmt at least
where the quantity of food they eat would not rumn
their disposttions, derange therr kidneys and turn
thirty per cent of our people corpulent

THE food saved by the avoidance of gluttony
could, with the efficiency gemus of which we
boast, be distributed among the underfed, taking
good care of them and leaving a surplus which
would allow for, say, a five or ten or fifteen per
cent increase in the world’s population That would
give us all a lease of life, so far as hunger 1s con-
cerned, up to, say 1945

We could also save much direct waste that comes
from our extravagant and shipshod ways As one
profitable hangover from the war pubhaty, we stil
have among us the saymg that an average French
family can hve on what an average American
famly wastes

Perhaps some continental slogan may later have
1t that a Chinese family can hve on what a French
one wastes
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UT there must be a hmit to that kind of econ-
omy somewhere, and I doubt any sort of famly
can be found to live well on what the Chinese waste
But the limit 1s at least nowhere near present
American or English practice
The possible fruits of mere economy of this sort
may therefore allow for another fifty or hundred
milhons of population increase and stave off world
famine till, say, 1955
A concervable, though a grim aund reprehensible,
economy 1s that of ceasing to feed so many anmals
that are not economically useful—cats and pet dogs
and race horses and parrots and the ke Doubtless
most people would think of this as nearly if not
quite the ultimate mggardhness, to which we would
be driven only just before starving ourselves I
mention 1t here merely because 1t can be classified
rather as an economy than as a productive measure
Anyhow, this last economy 1s of small account
Perhaps 1t might provide for a ten million increase
of world population, thus moving the starvation
date ahead one or two years, or down to, say, 1956

THE next thing that suggests 1tself, and perhaps
the most obvious, 1s the cultivation of unused
ground The English turned their parks into po-
tato fields during the war More obviously, we
could bring under the plow much vacant land in
every country that now lies 1dle merely because
we haven’t got around to plowing 1t

The authorities differ as to how much the cultiva-
tion of unused lands would add to our food supply
Let us say anything from twenty-five to fifty per
cent From the ultimate Malthusian pomnt of view,
it matters little which percentage you choose, the
only difference 1s that the final moment of necessity
15 staved off by a few decades if the highest estimate
proves the truest

Sticking to the figures we have been using,
rather to seem concrete than to be exact, we may
assume that cultivating the last acre of the world’s
unused lands would enable us to support anything
up to five hundred mullion people more That
would bring the world to universal starvation about
thirty-three years from our previous date of 1956,
or in 1989

UST because exactness 1s ridiculous n such cal-
culations as these, we -are taking pamns to be
ridiculously exact
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And, critical reader—please do not begin at or
near this point to pick flaws in our argument Per-
haps we shall get around to the objection you have
m mind before we come to the end of this article

It is variously estimated that the available fresh
waters of the world will irmgate anything from ten
to twenty-five per cent of the various deserts that
are not now available for cereal production because
of madequate rawnfall Irrigated deserts are usu-
ally fruitful and pleasant to live i, as we know
from American experience in Utah and Cahforma
Irrigation, therefore, not only adds to the food
supply, 1t relieves the congestion of our cities by
permittmg relatively dense rural communities with
consequent social advantages approximating those
of a aity

More interesting, because less understood than
irrigation, is the new science and art of dry farm-
g, which 1s hkely to do even more for the con-
quest of the deserts There are agricultural experts
still ving who remember the time when the best
methods of wheat cultivation then commonly used
would not avail unless the rain were at least twenty
mches per year The same regions now produce
good crops regularly with rams varymng from
twelve inches even down to seven

SOME of the discoveries in dry farming are so
simple as to be explainable 1n a paragraph, and
the marvel therefore 1s, as 1n so many other cases,
that “no one ever thought of it before ” When the
sun strikes a plowed field of ordmary coarseness,
for mstance, it sucks out moisture at a great rate
But let the upper quarter or half inch, or perhaps
an mch, of the sail be pulverized very fine, and the
sun 1s defeated A large part of the moisture re-
mains in the ground until 1t 1s needed by the roots
of the growing wheat Such discoveries, and others
more compheated, have made dry farming one of
the chief agencies 1n postponing the dreadful day
of the reahzation of the Malthusian forecast

Irrigation and dry farming together will make
productive, large so-called deserts in every conti-
nent and may increase the world’s total food by,
say, twenty-five per cent, which enables us to say
with some confidence that the Great Hunger 1s not
due till we have added 25 years to 1989, or about

2009
(To be contsnued)
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A Birth Control Clinic in Hungary

By RosigA SCEWIMMER

WENTY years ago a group of forty people,
T men and women, started a Birth Control
Clinie, and they found the following situation to
exist n Hungary

Legally physicians were permitted to give con-
traceptive advice 1if 1t was for the safety of the
mother Legally the sale of contraceptive appara-
tus was forbidden except on physicians’ prescrip-
tions, but 1n spite of this legal situation, the sale
was perfectly open Every drug store window had
everything that was to be exhibrted with the name
cf;f it and with the price of 1t and nobody ever inter-

ered

One of my earhest recollections of rules of be-
havior was as a child, bemmg a pupi m a Catholic
convent—going to school n a Cathohc convent
although not a Cathohe—the nun who taught be-
havior told us two thmgs “If you go on the street
and you meet boys, drop your eyes, children ” The
second was “If you pass a drug store window
please don’t look at 1t!” We hadn’t the shghtest
idea why we shouldn’t look at 1t and I remember
tellng my parents—because I had parents who
were accustomed to receive our confidence—and
our parents told us keep our eyes at the level before
us and to look at any window we would hke to

Many, many years later my mother told me that
she went to the convent and asked why we were
not to look at drug store windows and the nun said,
“Because those things are exhibited ” She didn’t
realise that children wouldn’t know what the things
meant and their curiosity was just awakened be-
cause they didn’t know what they were I tell that
only as an illustration that legally that was proh-
bition, but 1n Iife nobody cared for that prolibition

Catholic Opposition

Socially we found that Birth Control, or as we
called 1t, Neo-Malthusianism, was practised 1n the
classes who could afford to get the necessary things
The question was handled socially as the question
of religion Intellectual people are not rehgious
nor do they pretend to be rehgious Roman Catho-
Liasm 1s the state rehgron and the people of the
masses must be religious You must keep religion
in the masses It was the same thing in Birth Con-
trol We practise 1t and we want it, but for the
masses, they must not know, they mustn’t do 1t

We found the press very open to any discussion
along any study about the necessity of Birth Con-
trol except the Catholic press, but the Cathole

press 1s very unfortunate in a country where Catho-
licism 15 official  Nobody cares for it and Catholies
themselves do not read it

In regard to physicans, we found that every
decent physician n the country was and 1s in favor
of Birth Control theoretically and m practice Dr
Drysdale, who has favored us with, I think, two
visits, can testify to it 'When we found opposition
by physicians, it was invariably the case of disrepu-
table physicians whose whole practice was based
on illegal operations One case was that of a rather
famous physician who performed abortions, which
are illegal n Hungary

A Women’s Burean

We started the first Birth Control chme 1n Buda-
pest This was sunply a place which we called
advice and information for women We said women
could come i with any problem of their hives—
mndividual, ethicsl, moral, financial, legal, medical,
professional or whatever problem they might have

It was twenty years ago yesterday to the day
that we started that 1 was there on the first day
with all our group I must never speak of it as
mne because we were a group of forty The first
question came up, i1t had nothing to do with Birth
Control, was “How many children have you?’ 1t
wsas immediately evident that that was the woman’s
trouble We told her, “You must not have another
chld ” We found out that whatever question came
up, whether 1t was housing difficulties, or difficulties
in marrniage, or difficulties 1n other relations, hardly
anything came up where we didn’t bave to go down
to that question of why have you so many children,
or why do you go on baving children? We found
it was by the practice of hife, and we found that
it was such a fundamental question that we must
make 1t one of the biggest 1ssues of all our work
So we started, as Dr Drysdale’s Iiterature wll
prove, and the biggest medical authorities 1n our
country stood with us and by us 1n our education
of the public and the State authorities

The State authonties had always had the dream
of thirty milion Hungarians I don’t know why
but that was the slogan We were sixteen milhion
m all and we must arrive at thirty milllon Now
in that fight for thirty mulhon Hunganans the
State tried to make rules and make new laws pro-
hihting more and more and makmng 1t difficult to

(Continued on page 289)
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The Present Status of the Church on Birth Control

By WiLLiam H GartH

O far as the Protestant Church 1s concerned and
the Hebrew Commumon, there 1s no orgamzed
oppostition to Birth Control So far as the Roman
Catholic Church 1s concerned, they are orgamzed
aganst us The Roman Catholic opposition 1s the
chref opposition with which we have to contend at
the present time I have always ventured to hope
that some day the Roman Cathohc Church may see
fit to modify 1ts position, even as it has modified
other positions m the past There was a tume when
they were perfectly wiling to persecute men who
mamntained that the world was round Now they
certainly do not persecute people for that belef
Possibly on Birth Control they may so modify therr
position as to recogmze the good work that it 1s
doing
In the Protestant Church I am compelled to say
that England 1s at least a2 decade ahead of us here
T speak as an Episcopahan, and I tell you that I
have not yet succeeded mn getting the subject n-
troduced mto the Church Congress, or mnto any
leading gatherings of clergymen of my own
church * In England, however, for some years the
matter has been very seriously discussed 1 think
the thing was largely precipitated by the remarks
of that famous physician and churchman, Lord
Dawson, the king’s physician, when he came out so
strongly five or six years ago for Birth Control
In the Protestant Church, and 1 have no doubt
in the Hebrew Commumon too, there 1s an ever-
increasing number of clergymen and laymen who
are out for this thing You know that every move-
ment 1s at first ridiculed, then 1t 18 said to be con-

* Since this paper was read at the Sixth International Barth
Control Conference, the Episcopal Church has taken official notice of
Birth Control See Bmerm CoxTtror Revmw for January and April

trary to the Bible, and then 1t passes mto the third
stage—“Why we have thought so all along ” Well,
we have passed the ridiculous stage, we are about
finishing with the people who seem to think that
Birth Control 1s contrary to the Bible, and if the
editorials and newspapers and the attitude of the
physicians, as indicated 1n the great meeting of
yesterday and throughout the land, convey any-
thing, we are coming to the stage “Why we have
thought so all along ”

One thing I would bLke to say, and 1t 1s for the
encouragement of all of us You remember that
on one occasion a yonug reporter came to Henry
Ward Beecher and said “Mr Beecher, I am will-
mg to report your sermons and correct the gram-
matical errors for so much a month” And Mr
Beecher said  “Why, did I make any grammatical
errors?” The young reporter said “Yes, you
made, I think, a score, yesterday ” Mr Beecher
looked at him a minute and said “Young man,
when grammar gets between me and my message,
it doesn’t stand a chance ”

When ecclesiastical organization or authomty
gets n the way of human need, human suffering
and the possibility of alleiating human suffering,
that ecclesiastical authority doesn’t stand a chance,
and I don’t care whether the headquarters of the
ecclesiastical authority s ;n Rome, or in Canter-
bury or 1n Tibet 'The reason I have for saying this
15 because I recognize the work that 1s being done
by our chinic in New York City Of the people,
the mothers who come for help, one-third are
Hebrew, one-third are Protestant, and one-third
are Roman Catholic It s an indication that human
need will pay no attention whatever to ecclesiastical
authority, when 1t 1s possible to find a night way to
alleviate the suffermg

Profusion

The 1ncoherent rambler-rose

Has uttered too much bloom,

Her pink-white parlance overflows—

The incoherent rambler-rose

Stammers 1n petals, all she knows,

Her thoughts have no perfume,
The mcoherent rambler-rose
Has uttered too much bloom

—May Lewis 1n the Forum
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By AxNiE G Porrrrr

ARY WOLLSTONECRAFT died 1n 1797, but when
the eightecnth century came to an end, there was
mn England a hittle girl of five years old, who was destined
to carry on the torch which the great pioneer of woman’s
cause had to drop when at thirty-eight years of age, she
came to her untimely end Frances Wright® was born m
Dundee 1n 1795 Dr Waterman 1n his new hfe of this
great warrior for human liberty tells of her family and
early years in England She was brought up amid all
the advantages that money and education could bestow,
but none of these could compensate for the fact that she
lost both father and mother before she was three years
old, and from that time she found herself in an ungemal
and even hostile atmosphere Her active enquiring mind,
met by repression, made of her from the first a rebel
agamnst conventions and against the current modes of
thought and opimon
Dr Waterman has spent much time and devoted much
farthful labor to an examination of all available papers
He was aided by Dr Willlam Norman Guthrie, grandson
of Frances Wright, who 1s 1mn possession of the family
papers He learned all there was to be ascertained of the
facts of Frances Wrights’s ife But his biography 15 a
book about a woman with whom the author has never be-
come acquamnted He did not i all his research get to
know her, to feel her as a living, breathing, feeling human
being, and consequently his book lacks the living touch
which true hography must have if 1t 1s to deserve the
title Nevertheless, in spite of the fact that Frances
Wright remains 1n these pages a shadow and that the
reader 1s never able to feel the charm of her presence, or
thrill with the magice of her oratory, we are very grateful
to Dr Watemman for rescuing her from something hke
oblhivion, and enabling her to take her place among the
heroines of the mmeteenth century, who blazed the trail
for the victorious women of the twentieth

Love of Democracy

Frances Wright’s rebelion aganst the accepted had
one very curious development which enormously affected
her ife During her girlhood, 1t was customary m Eng-
land to belttle and slur over the War of Independence
and to affect a contempt for America and all 1ts people
Frances refused to accept this estimate, and set herself
to read American history and to study the institutions
of the Umited States The result was to fire her with zeal
for the new country in which she seemed to recogmze the
fulfillment of her dreams of hberty and equahty To the
horror of her more conservative friends, 1n August 1818,

®* Frances Wright, by William Randsall Waterman, PhD,
Columbia University, New York

at the age of 21, she and her younger mister Camille, took
the bold and unusual step of erossing the ocean to Amer-
1ca, without chaperon The step was made a lhttle less
awful by the fact that there were friends of the famly
to whom they brought letters of introduction, but despite
this mitigation, the boldness and uncenventionality of the
proceeding must have startled every friend in England

Visit to dmerica

This first visit to the United States resulted in a book
mm which Frances gave full rein to her enthusiasm for the
Land of Liberty Instead of the carping criticism of
other writers who had visited America and written of their
travels, there was nothing but praise for the people and
their government This book established Frances Wright
1 American popular esteem to a degree which gave her
a remarkable advantage later when she went on the plat-
form to advocate reforms For the first enthusiasm was
followed 1 later visits by a perception of how far short
even America fell of the high 1deals of hberty which had
been built up out of the writings of the poets and philoso-
phers of the late eighteenth and early mneteenth cen-
turies

Before her emergence as a reformer, Frances Wright
had had other experiences which enhanced her fame and
quickened her judgment One reader of her American
book who appreciated her enthusiasm and endorsed her
favorable opimions of the Umited States, was General
Lafayette, the hero of the Revolutionary War In 1821
there began what was to be a hfe-long, and for some years
a very close friendship between the enthusiastic young
Scotch woman and the aged General In 1824 when Gen-
eral Lafayette wisited America, Frances and Camilla
Wright were agamn 1 this country, and were with him 1n
many of his journeyings With Lafayette, she was wel-
comed by Jefferson to Monticello, and by Madison to
Montpeher One has to keep 1n mind the prestige attach-
ing to Miss Wright from these nisits and this association,
when one 15 inchined to wonder at the mldness with which
the newspapers afterwards treated her heterodox opimions

Anti-slavery Ideals

The first effort for reform made by Frances Wrght
concerned slavery, to her a great blot on the American
escutcheon She did not undertake a crusade agamnst the
evil, but sought to discover a way m which 1t could gradu-
ally be ended Thus began her colony at Nashoba, where
she hoped to tram slaves for freedom while encouraging
them to buy their way into hberty Dr Waterman gives
a long chapter to this great experiment, and goes into
detail as to the causes of its failure Suffice it here to say
that the experiment failed, partly because of the faulti-
ness of the material with which Frances Wright had to
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work, and partly because she rashly tried to introduce a
system of commumsm which had nothing to do with the
extimetion of negro slavery

In the meanwhile there had grown up a friendship be-
tween Frances Wright and Robert Dale Owen, and when
she relinquished Nashoba she transferred her interests to
New Harmony, there to throw her energies into the publh-
cation of the New Harmony Gazette It was at New Har-
mony that she came into the realization of her own genius
It was not the written but the spoken word, which was to
thrll great audiences and to make her name famous on
two continents Apparently a Fourth of July oration de-
livered at New Harmony was the first appearance on the
public platform, and her first audience was the sympa-
thetic one of New Harmony

This first attempt was quickly followed up In the
summer of the same year Frances Wnght was deliveing
a course of public lectures in Cincinnati The shock that
such unladylike conduct gave to her friends and to society
can hardly be realized Mrs Trollope, who was then in
America, commented on the violent sensation caused by
the announcement of the lectures *“That a lady of for-
tune, famly and education, whose youth had been passed
in the most refined circles of private hfe,” she wrote,
“should present herself to the people as a public lecturer,
would naturally excite surprise anywhere but
America, where women are guarded by a seven-fold shield
of habitual msignificance 1t has caused an effect that can
hardly be described” But when she had made the effort
and, well guarded by a party of gentlemen, had actually
attended the lecture, she was full of the ‘“splendor, the
brilhance, the overwhelming eloquence of this extraordimn-
ary orator It was no wonder that the lectures were well
attended Not only was there the natural! cumosity to
see a woman on the platform, but the interest aroused was
real and deep and was no doubt heightened by the beauty,
the grace, the charm and the youth of the orator

A Lady on the Public Platform

From this time on until the end of her hfe in 1852,
Frances Wright occupied herself with schemes for the
betterment of the world In 1831, she married M Phique-
pal &Arusmont, who had been associated in the Nashoba
experiment The following year her only child, Frances
Sylva, was born During these years much of her time
was spent m France and England, but ;m 1836 she was
again in America lecturing

Unlike some of the other pioneers of the woman’s move-
ment, Frances Wright did not hmt herself to the one
subject of woman’s freedom She longed to sweep away
all exclusive privileges, all monopohes, all exemptions of
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one class as compared with another She demanded libera-
tion for the negroes, for the oppressed among the work-
mg classes, for all who suffered under any form of bond-
age And for all men and women she demanded first of all
education Probably her greatest achievement was the
creation of pubhic opmmon mn faver of umversal free edu-
cation—something that in those days was unknown n
either New Y ork or the Southern States

In making the demand for umversal education she con-
stantly emphasized the revolutionary doctrine that women
should enjoy equal educational advantages with men She
urged the folly of leaving the “most important and mnflu-
ential” half of the race in darkness and ignorance She
declaimed agamnst the injustice which deprived women
upon their marnage of all the property they possessed,
merged their legal 1dentity with that of their husbands,
and left them entirely at their mercy

Burth Conirol

But all these demands were conservative and mild com-
pared with the audacity with which she put forward the
right of woman to control her offspring Her attention
was probably called to Birth Control through her asso-
ciation with Robert Owen and his son Robert Dale Owen,
but while the subject had been wigorously agitated m
England by the group of men with whom Owen was asso-
ciated, who had accepted the theories of Malthus, Frances
Wright stands first among women to labor mn this field
She was convinced that there could be no greater evil than
bringing into the world children who could not be properly
provided for and she was not afraid to speak her com-
viction to a shocked world It was too much for that
world As Mr Waterman phrased it, “Frances Wright
had fallen hopelessly from grace Almost anything might
be beheved of such a traitor to the modesty of her sex »

Fortunetely for herself, Frances Wright was unaware
of her fall She was too much absorbed in her 1deas and
m her desire to teach the people who were groping 1 1g-
norance to have time to consider how badly she was break-
g through all conventions So she went forward in spite
of opposition and abuse, speaking, teachmng, wrting,
always looking forward to a better and a happier world
Years have passed since her death—almost three-quarters
of a century—and this brave, beautiful, mspired woman
has been badly neglected by the common people whom
she loved, by the women whom she desired to hiberate and
enlighten, by the historians who have traced the course
of the reforms which she so eloquently advocated It 1s
well that at last we have an authentic story of her life,
albeit that 1t does not give the insight mto her soul that
we would have desired
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FAMILIES

A Refreshing Group Who Have Not Yet Quverbred

come objects of piy?

Why should not these famlies remawm normal wmstead of bewmg forced to grow beyond ther re-
sources and thewr health? Why should they not be allowed to control thewr prolificacy before they be-

Help Me to Choose the Time

Missoun

I am 17 years old We were married 5 months ago
When I was married 2 weeks I became pregnant When
I saw how easy 1t was for me to become pregnant I was
wornied because I was 1 fear of having & large famly
T’m really happy now because ’'m gomg to get a lhttle
baby I know now that after you help me I can choose
the time to get another If it wasn’t for you how un-
happy I’d be I'd be worrymng about having the baby
because after I’d have 1t I'd maybe find myself pregnant
agam because I love my husband se much and I respond
to him easily Oh, Pm so happy now and I wish you all
the good luck God could give

All in Good Shape
North Carohna

I am married to one of the best men mm every way I
most ever heard of Though we are poor and not able
to rase a large famly, we have 2 sweet boys, one 1s 8
years old the other one 15 16 months old They are fat
and healthy, never been sick any, I mean bad sick Ther
father and myself are mn good health so far as I know
I was 27 years old when I was married, dido’t suffer so
very hard when they were born but we don’t want any
more because we are not able to do a good part for any
more We are so happy with our boys I know there
never was a couple any happier than we I had a ms-
carnage last month Dido’t know there was anything
wrong, lhfted something I suppose caused 1t My baby
15 30 heavy to lift, guess he will weigh 30 or 35 Ibs , think
that was the greatest cause I am weakly when pregnant,
am 1n good health except then My husband don’t want
me to have any more He 15 1gnorant hke myself and don’t
know what to do He 1s wilhng to do anything that won’t

mjure my health Almost wilhng for no sexual umon at
all or that 1s the only way I know to express it You
understand what I mean of course I would do anything
on earth for my husband He 1s so good I feel hke it
would be an mjustice to us both to bring several children
mto the world and not able to support them nor educate
them, though I will avoid abortion if possible though I
didn’t know 1t was so dangerous We are poor, my hus-
band works all the time, we hive on a small farm I have
lots of work to do myself I can vegetables of all kinds
to hive on through the winter Makes it hard on me but
I am happy, I can tell the world that happiness 1s some-
thing cap’t be bought with money Will you please answer
my letter 1n some way Will close by thanking you I have
always wanted to know something about the human body

An Ideal Family
North Dakota

We have been married five years and have two children
only twenty-one months apart, the oldest two and a half
years, and the baby nine months, so instead of having any
more babies we both want to raise them with proper care
We feel that we have an “ideal” famly If you can give
us any advice 1t will be very much appreciated,—and let
your good work continue

Full of Pep
South Dakota

I'm a young woman and have good health and would
Irke to keep 1t and I have 6 nice children, all healthy and
full of pep I think 6 15 a large enough family for any-
body I wanted all my family 1 a stairway, then be done
You know Like I do that you cannot sleep wmith a man
without getting more famly unless something 18 done
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We Have Enough Now
Michigan

I have been married ten years and have had five chil-
dren and two miscarriages i seven years My first baby
died at eight days Have three girls, 515, 3 and 114 years
and one boy 3 months old They are all fine, healthy
children but all bottle babtes I have no milk after the
first two weeks The first abortion was caused by sudden
shock when my nephew died five years age The second
wag last February and March and was a twin to the boy
I now have Both of these occurred dunng the first two
months and have not mjured me, but I have all I can do
to take care of such young children I have an excellent
doctor and have had two weeks in a hospital at each of
my last confinements We manage to pay the hospital
ill but we still owe the doctor twenty-five dollars on the
last baby girl and seventy-five for the boy

We expect to move on a farm early this spring and
though 1t will be a fine place to raise the children we now
have, I do not care to have any more The care of the
children and the farm work would be too much for me,
so I probably could not give enough strength to another
baby I am small , five feet tall and weigh 110 pounds
I have never done anything to prevent conception except
to have separate beds for myself and husband He 1s very
considerate and never expects any mtimacy during preg-
nancy and for some months after childbirth In fact, there
were only a few times between one birth and the next We
thirk we have enough children now, smce we have our
boy, at least until they are old enough to take personal
care of themselves My first confinement and baby’s death
was on a farm where I could not have proper care and
there was no good doctor for several miles, so I certainly
do not want children unless I could have hospital care
and my doctor who has taken such good care of me these
four times

Healthy Bright Babies
Mississipp1

After having read your book I thought that you could
help me I am a young mother with three healthy, bright
babies all under three years of age, and I feel like I have
my hands full for the present—we are only farming
people with moderate means I think we have all that
we can raise and educate as they should be, so after read-
ing your book I thought I would write you and see if you
will tell me all about Birth Control

Why Can’t You Gwe-That Advice?

Nerth Dakota

I have fimshed reading your book “Women and the

New Race ” While I agree with all you say, I was very

much disappomnted when there was lacking the much

needed information I beheve in Birth Control, but can-

not control without committing murder, and that I wll
not do
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I have three fine healthy girls, the oldest seven yeurs
and the youngest three years Was not married until
twenty-nine years—I do not believe mn kid marmages
We think that we now have all the children that we can
care for and educate properly My husband only receives
$1,200 per year, house and fuel furmished I have a
growth or injury to my womb which makes 1t undesirable
to have any more

What I can’t understand 1s why can’t you give me that
advice 1n a personal letter No one has any right or
business to know what you write 1n your frendly letters
or what my friends wnte to me If it 18 some article on
the market, can you not give me the name and address
so I can write personally?

Have lent your book to several of my friends, and am
gomng to try to have the W C T U here take 1t up and
study

A Home and an Education
Kentucky

I have been married two years and six months and have
one baby mineteen months old and will have another 1n
about two weeks My husband and I are happy together,
both love children, were both raised in a large famuly,
twelve children 1n his and ten 1n mine, and without me
gong mwto details you will understand that we both know
the many home comforts as well as education that large
famhes are deprived of

My husband works for a salary, and we wouid both hke
1t very much to own our own home and educate our chil-
dren 1n comfort but there 1s no chance unless you are
kind enough to tell me of & rehable contraceptive to pre-
vent any more children from coming into our home until
we have the means of support at least

A Travelling Man
Alabama

I am just twenty-one years old My husband 15 a
travelling man We have one child, a year old, and as I
go around with him I cannot see how I could with any
more children At least until this one gets up some size
But by then I hope to be settled down 1n a httle home and
I will admit I will want more children then

Common Sense
New York

I have borne three in four years and this 1s all T want
to have, at least for some time to come I have managed
my home and family without outside help But common
sense will tell anyone that 1t 1s 1mpossible to have children

this close year after year without neglecting your present
children and husband.
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Book Reviews

Freedom fOI‘ Our MlndS

TOLERANCE, by Hendrik Willem Van Loon
York, Bom and Liveright

New

FREE THOUGHT IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES, by
John A Hobson New York, Macmillan and Co

ROM two very different angles these two books at-
tack the problem of freedom for our thinking Mr

Van Loon 1s concerned almost exclusively with hmitations
on the hiberty “to know, to utter and to argue freely,
according to conscience”—to use Milton’s great phrase—
which are imposed by social authority clan, tnbe, church
or state To the mtolerance of the Ku Klux Klan or the
snobbery of some racial or social group he gives scant
heed only m passing

It 15 his interesting and, in the main, convincig thesis
that “intolerance 1s merely a mamfestation of the pro-
tective instinct of the herd” The remedy for intclerance
1s the education which brings understanding, above all 1t
lies 1n the removal of fear

In a series of sprightly and rather superficial chapters
Mr Van Loon traces the forms intolerance has taken
among Greeks and Romans, under the dommion of the
Catholic Church, and during the periods of renassance,
reformation and political revolution He has an oddly
assorted hst of heroes who, usually as a by-product of
other labors and sometimes quite agamst their own theory
and practice, aided 1n the advance of tolerance It m-
cludes, among others, the Protestant reformers—mno
willing friends of tolerance, they—Erasmus, Rabelats, the
Anabaptists, Armimus, Montaigne, Spinoza, the Sozzim
family, Voltaire, Frederick the Great, Lessing, Tom
Paimne and Thomas Jefferson It does not include, strange-
ly enough, the early Quakers who by precept and example,
by what they endured and what they achieved did more
to advance the cause of civil liberty for us Enghsh-speak-
ing folk than any equal number of men and women 1n any
period of history The reader who 15 fascinated by Mr
Van Loon’s “human interest” stories ought promptly to
add Mary Agnes Best’s “Rebel Saints”—the story of
these early Quakers—to s hst

Mr Van Loon 1s a sort of geological optimist who
leaves us with the hope that mn a few thousand years man
may conquer lus fear And then for the first time genuine
tolerance will be possible

As a whole the book 1s readable and valuable It 1s
rich in what I behieve the younger generation calls wise-
cracks, most of which come off pretty well It has numer-
ous interesting 1deas, but it hardly impresses this reviewer,
at least, with being the first rate contmbution to the his-
tory and philosophy of tolerance which Mr Van Loon
maght have made had he set himself to the task

Mr Hobson’s book 1s of a different sort He started
out by examimng the disinterested pursmt of knowledge
and the difficulties mn 1ts way The first part of the book
15 & keen analysis of such obstacles to social thinking as
anse from the “bias of metaphor,” taboos i the social
sciences—readers of this magazine don’t need to be told
of the power of some of those taboos'—the effect of or-
gamzed interests and of personal and economic biases
promoting wishful rather than accurate thinking

The second part of the book shows how these factors
operate 1n the making of economic science Here we get
from a master hand a review and cmticism of various
forms of economic thought and their weaknesses in rela-
tion to those tendencies which lead our thinkmg astray
or put 1t 1n chams to our interests and fears “Prole-
tarian economics” as well as capitahst comes mn for 1its
share of this eriticism, but the Socialist will on the whole
hike this section of the book better than the Rotarian

The same sort of examination 15 made of free thought
1 politics and ethies The theory of Nordic supremacy
comes 1 for some shrewd thrusts and along with 1t the
even more dangerous doctrine of absolute national
sovereignty

In spite of all difficulties Mr Hobson closes with hope
for the survival value of free thought One could wish
that to Mr Hobson’s stores of knowledge and information
was added some consideration of the bearing of behavior-
1stic psychology on his thesis Watson might have been
something of a make-weight to McDougal to whom Mr
Hobson frequently refers, usually entically! This oms-
sion, however, does not keep the book from being a note-
worthy contribution to the difficult task of removing our
doubts as to whether history, economies and the ke can
ever earn a right to be called sciences

Nozman TaoMAs

CHRISTINA ALBERTA’S FATHER, by H G Wells
New York, Macmllan and Company

ORE 1n the style of “Mr Polly” and “Kipps” 1s this
satirical tale of Christina Alberta who “wants and
wants and wants” and her father, little Mr Preemby
Mr Preemby has always been intrigued by legends of the
lost Atlantis, the Pyramids and so on At a London
seance he 1s hailed as Sargon, King of Sumena returned
to earth and valiantly endeavors to recall the golden days
of his supreme reign
More mteresting 13 Christina Alberta’s attempt to hve
her own hfe in London, beheving that “a moment of glory
18 better than none” and that only broken, desolate souls
try to believe in rehgions such as Buddism, Chnstiamty
and this fantastic Sargomsm
Christina Alberta states her revolutionary ideas as to
motherhood Many modern women actually fear children
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lest they descend upon them and devour their very exist-
ence She advances the theory that motherhood does not
always stiffle egotism but sometimes mtensifies 1t Women
may have children at the expense of losing intelligence,
becoming “mere creatures of instinct messing about with
napkins ”

Bobby, her lover, regards Christina Alberta as “the
boldest enterprise in hving” with which he has ever met
He decides a third sex will be the outcome of her sort of
women , women not desirous of wifehood and motherhood
nor wishing to be pretty, useless parasites but those want-
g to be mdividuals with the rght to love Nor can he
visuahze a future which does not include Christina Alberta
and, of necessity, a forging ahead 1n s work as novehst
1n order to keep pace with her vital, capable self

NaLsro BarTLEY

AN AMERICAN TRAGEDY, by Theodore Dreiser
Bom & Liveright

DARK LAUGHTER, by Sherwood Anderson Bom

and Liveright, New York

O comment at this time on Dreser’s “An American
Tragedy” seems a bit tardy when so much discussion
has already been aired by the press and the public How-
ever, one may take for granted that the book has been
widely read and that one may discuss 1t without going
mmto many details The story 1s very simple Clyde Gnf-
fiths comes from a fammly of little means but high spiritual
attamments in theirr bemg street-preachers Fired by
some amhtion, the boy works 1n a hotel where he hecomes
acquainted with young men, more or less versed mn the
ways of life Clyde 1s forced to run away, having figured
m an unfortunate automobile accident He finds work 1n
a distant city, in the collar factory of an uncle There
he meets a girl, Roberta Alden, whom he seduces Both
apparently 1gnorant of certain dangers, the girl becomes
pregnant At this time, Clyde leaves Roberta for the
more bnlhant and glamorous company of the daughter
of a society scion They try to find ways to prevent the
imminent tragedy, but the doctor to whom Roberta ap-
phes 1s unwilhing to attend to her wishes In despair, Clyde
sees but one way out, and taking Roberta to a lonely
lake, drowns her by causing the boat to upset after strik-
g her a blow The tral 15 long and ends with Clyde as
a death-house mmmate The efforts of his mother are futile
The work 1s long and much has been said on that score
But a study of Dreiser’s method will show that length
becomes a necessary implement Dreiser’s style 1s noted
by the absence of style There are few passages which
when read will be euphonious long paragraphs that
are breath-taking without the occasional rehef of punctu-
ation, alliterations, repetitions of words which would
cause Flaubert to grind his teeth and yet, there 1s
a tremendous crushing power which sweeps and scatters
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together Like a destructive landshde, the ponderousness
of the work rides over one’s mind, stampimng 1t mdehbly
One reads the book and obvicusly sees the “ands™ which
could be removed, one feels “Why didn’t Dreiser shorten
this conversation, why did he go to such length in de-
scribing this scene, why didn’t he condense this paragraph
mto one concise sentence? And then ? Four
weeks later the impression of that particular passage 1s
still a deep and throbbing one A method by which 1deas
are pounded, pushed, tearmng and groaning 1s perhaps not
one which pleases stylists, but 1t has the right effect No
doubt there are places where Dreiser “out-Dreisers” him-
self, where he repeats “and” every two words for sen-
tences These are extremely tedious, but others such as
the chapter in which Clyde commits Roberta to her death,
the description of the lake, the weird sounds of the birds,
have a gripping poignancy

Many critics contend that the second volume 1s better
than the first It seems that to separate the work in two
parts 1s a rather delicate attempt for the work as a whole
There are tedious parts in the first volume, just as there
are marvelous ones 1 the second, but each 1s too much
of the whole to be taken for s own worth The work 1s
intense—intense in the emptiness of Clyde’s lhife, mn the
weakness of his mental being, 1n the ponderousness of the
trial and the rapidity of the last days

Dreser 1s a wniter of steel molten steel which
runs bke wnthing tentacles of a tortured octopus, steel
which then becomes gray and hard and then bent
shrieking mto shape, that 1s the American Tragedy

ARK LAUGHTER the laughter of women prosti-

tuting their bodies to lust of men prostituting

their abilities and 1deals to the dollar of men mar-

ried to friznd wives of young healthy men sickened
of the carnage of war Dark laughter all!

Bruce Dudley 1s a newspaper man who leaves his wife
and work, wandering to the south, then mto a wheel fac-
tory 1n Ohio He dreams on The wife of the owner
of the factory 1s attracted to Dudley—he reminds her of
a man she had seen in Paris and upon whose memory she
hkes to dwell Dudley 15 hkewise drawn to this woman
she will beget child of him They both are tired of dark
laughter and they leave with one another away from it!

In reading Anderson’s words, one has the feehng of
being & white beach upon which a relentless sea 1s beating
Each wave brings with 1t a piece of flotsam, but as it
recedes 1t takes the bits of wreckage away agsin
as 1t beats agam, 1t 1s with more and more flotsam until
at last 1t deposits a defimte dark line slashing the white-
ness of the sand a rhythm which beats incessantly
with growing vigor and remewed forces And this hne
reads You, you, you are prostituting yourself to some-
thing whatever you may call it Dark laughter

Sherwood Anderson has been named the Amercan
Dostoevsky In “Dark Laughter” he has become Sher-
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wood Anderson, with his own definite beat, his own rhythm
The book 15 one of wealth, vibrant with freshness, with
beauty and with life Each time a paragraph 1s re-read,
new 1llusions spring out the words are so sumple and
their arrangement so logical The book 1s prose-poetry,
it has 1ts strength in rhythm, i unspoiled virthty

one feels as though one has been amdst a forest of huge
hiving trees, each full of sap but with the struggles
of hving 1n a miasmal swamp “Dark Laughter

To discuss the relative menits of writers 1s a hazardous
enterprise—it 1s one with which American crities are
obsessed thss compares with that as the best, the biggest,
the most something, therefore to say that Anderson 1s
the greatest American writer 1s perhaps a hit forward

he certamly 1s among the very best and one can say
without hesitancy that he sees Iife with more clanty, with
less of false veils than any other American wniter

Ivax Brocwm

THE ISLAND OF THE GREAT MOTHER, by Ger-
hart Hauptmann Translated by Willa and Edwin
Muir Viking Press, New York

IF this fantasy of a matnarchic state were an estab-

lished fact, the opponents of Birth Control would find
one of their arguments torn to shreds, that 1s the argu-
ment that if motherhood were voluntary, women would
not bear children

This shipwreck on the Pacific which counted among the
survivors one boy and many women developed an 1sland
colony, orgamized and conducted by women The book
carries the reader through the election of president and
a council of mothers and the development of commumty
iife, finally reveahng the pivot on which the book 1s swung
—the spiritual and physical beauty of motherhood and
man’s part mn the creatton of it The mating mstinet 1s
developed into a religious ceremony that shows no con-
scious need of the male The female becomes the divine
arbiter of her own destiny No woman displays the shght-
est consciousness of the patermity of her childrer and the
mothers accept this condition as an evidence of immacu-
late conception, although older members of the commumty
voice reservations and doubts privately As male children
are born 1n increasing numbers, they present a real prob-
lem to the council of mothers It 18 finally decided that
a portion of the 1sland be allotted to them and designated
Manland, so that the only male who has free access to
the entire 1sland 1s the youth who survived the shuipwreck

This theme 1s carred through with many allusions to
Greek mythology and the supernatural The wonderful
natural beauty of the 1sland 1s emphasized, as well as the
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great physical beauty the women attam in the freedom
of their environment

The day comes for the dedication of a new temple The
holy mothers visit Manland to investigate the hfe de-
veloped under their control To quote the author “The
horzon of Manland was wider This happened because a
mother 15 synonomous with the famly Therefore, the
spint of the mother 1s turned inwards, being absorbed n
the family, children, house and hearth The boy—the
youth—the man is a creature for himself alone He can
travel free and untrammelled The female hfe imposes
mtensity on the physical as well as the spiritual ¥ The
dedication of the temple 1s postponed, as the mothers can-
not decide to include the Manlanders This segregation
creates dissatisfaction among Les Dames, and open revolt
and the burming of the temple The final! chapter finds
the standard of Man planted firmly in the center of the
Isle des Dames

The beauty of the book 1s m 1ts effort to establish the
mating mnstinct of man and woman as stronger than the
social customs and regulations imposed by erther sex and
to show that man and woman are necessary parts of the
complete hfe of human society

Anne Keyneoy

Barth, Stillbirths and Infant Mortahty Statistics for
the Birth Registration Area of the Umted States, 1928,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D C

The minth annual report on this subject by the Census
Bureau shows a birth rate of 1,792,646 or 22 4 per 1,000
population 1n the registration area, which mcludes about
72 per cent of our total population of the United Siates

The general death rate in the registration area 1n 1928
was 992,237 or 12 4 per 1,000 of the population, that 1s,
but Little more than half the birth rate

While our deaths for the population as a whole are
keeping well behind our births, what of our infant deaths
in relation to births? We lost by stillbirths 1n 1923 8 9
for every 100 hve infants and by death before the end
of the first year 77 1 per 1,000 born

In the five year period, duning which the statistics have
been gathered from approximately the same area, the
birth rate has hovered between 22 and 24, the death rate
between 11 and 13 The infant death rate since 1919 has
appreciably dimimshed, the lowest rates being 1n 1921 and
1923 It still remains too large and will continue to re-
main so &s long as our average for “completed” families
15 as high as 6 4 children per family, as it 1s ehown to be
mn another section of the report

The figures for 1922 and 1923 differ from each other
by a very small decimal and the report year by year shows
httle indication of race suicide in the Umted States

Qe
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Periodical Notes

In Curreat Hsstory (New York) for July, our friend
Dr E M East agam presents the population problem,
this tune m the pages of a periodical which reaches a very
large and conservative reading pubhc

The New York Twmes Sunday magazine features an
article by Dr Max Schiapp, of the New York Post Grad-
uate Medical School, on the economic cost of the unfit
Dr Schlapp beheves that cwihzation is developing an
“inferman’ faster than a “superman”, that by our “so-
ctal sentimentahsm” we have been “extending the hves of
the defective, the enervated and the generally diseased ™
He makes no defimte constructive suggestion, but a gen-
eral reference to the fact that we have “permtted the
strays and the stumblers to multiply without restramnt”
would seem to pomt to Birth Control as the first step
towards a cure of social detemoration

The Western Mad (Cardiff, Wales), also has an ar-
ticle on the merace of the unfit which 1s not so vague as
to the cure Among the four means of meeting the menace
recommended by the author, John Jenkins of Swanses, 15
“Birth Control among all classes,” especially the poor
who do not now have access to 1t

In The Nation (New York) of July 14th, M S Lea
pictures the old days of pre-Protestant Christian Guam
when marriage and child-bearing had »o relation and a
woman was married as a cow 15 bought, if she had already
proved her fecundity “A woman,” writes Miss Lea, “who
was capable of bearing a great many clildren was looked
upon as a paymg investment by the young buck who chose
her te be his wife She was sent 1n early adolescence to
the Ivming hall of the island bachelors with the purpose
of testing her fecundity, and she went every year until
she was twenty-five years old or thereabout and usually
possessed & large and active family to help her with her
farm by the time she was married The more children she
possessed the more desirable she appeared 1n the eyes of
homing men, for their number denoted her populanty and
charm as well as her actual money value »

The Sunday Advocate of Bombay, which mcludes each
week a Birth Control page, has been printing a senes of
articles by Professor N S Phadke on the negative aspects
of Birth Control In the 1ssue for May 2nd, he discusses
the relative ments of sterihzation and Birth Control, for
carbmg the multiphcation of the unfit, and shows the
difficulty and danger of legal compulsion mn regard to this
matter

In The Natson for May 12th, there 15 an interesting
account of the effect of new standards of sex morahty n
Moscow, as observed by Paul Blanshard The freedom
of divorce, under Bolshevik rule has scarcely affected *“the
famly as a voluntary love-umon of & man and a woman,”
but “the family as a compulsory union of two people who
stay together out of habit or for fear of social stigma
1n separation 1s being destroyed slowly” Chldren are
rated as equals whether born 1 or out of marmage, and
fathers as well as mothers are held responsible for illegr-
timate children. Birth Control appears to be httle known
or understood, but abortion was legahzed mm 1920, and
this eperation 1s performed for women 1 the government
hospitals As there 13 nsufficient accommodation for all
who apply women are given preference m proportion to
therr need. The cause for the largest number of abortions
—67 per cent—was overcrowded homes

The World’s Children (London), mternational clear-
mg house for information on national movements mn be-
half of clildren, reprinted i 1ts July number the “Baby
Bureau” passage from Margaret Sanger’s article 1n Hol-
land’s Magazwme, which 1s to be found in the Apri] Brrr
Coxntror, Review It takes the imagmary dialogue to be
a fair and vivad presentation of what a baby has a night
to demand of hfe

Liberty (New York) 1s having a series on Birth Con-
trol We reprint this month excerpts from the first ar-
ticle by Roderick O Murchson TFhe second, “The Empty
Cradle of Harvard,” by Brenda Ueland, deplores the
small famhes of the mddle class native American and
the large families of the poor, particularly of the foreign-
born It does mot urge extending to these classes, who
need it most, the same information that has lowered the
birth rate among the prosperous

TFrom the Critsc and Gusde (N Y ), comes this epitaph
on the grave of the first of three wives of Squire Barke
who died 1n the Enghsh village of Clavering 1n 1670

“Here lyeth buried Mary, wife of Hames Barke, of this
panish, Esq , by whom he had 1ssue fouer sonnes and nyne
daughters, ;:x of them died 1 ther infancy, the last was
still born, and within 5 days after his birth she died, and
as she was fruiteful mn children soe was she fully indued
with the properties of a good woman and a faithful
lovynge and obedient wife to her husband, who happily
enjoyed her neere 16 years untd the 16th daye of Dec
1653 She died 1n the 36 yeare of her age”

QAlg,
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““The Nation’s Backbone’’

By Lovis Apamic
Part 11

HE only result that unmediately followed
Joe’s sudden decision was that he continued to
sleep 1n the garage where he had been compelled to
spend the mghts during Mimme’s confinement He
explained to Minme that he hiked to sleep mn the
garage, but he realized that the explanation was
unsatisfactory
Then 1t occurred to him that he could sleep on his
fishing-boat One day he told Minnie that there
was some stealing going on in the Fish Harbor,
m fact, that an unknown culprt had stolen several
things from his smack—which made 1t necessary
for him to stay on the boat mghts for a while, a
week at the most

This was a temporary solution of his problem,
but after a week of his sleeping on the boat,
especially when Minnie began to urge him to stay
home some mght, he reahzed that he would have
to mmvent some other scheme

He thought of asking his family doctor about
Birth Control, but he got no farther than the doc-
tor’'s door He could not tell how the doctor would
take 1t Maybe he, too, would consider 1t sinful to
keep unborn children out of the world

So Joe continued to sleep on the boat mights
He told Minme of prowlers, simster characters,
Japs and Mexicans, whom he and other fishermen
had seen sneaking around Fish Harbor Just then
a boat owned by one of Joe’s friends burned up
mysteriously early one morning and Joe utilized
the imnaident for a justification of his continuing to
sleep on the smack on the mghts he was m port

In the day time he took care not to be alone with
his wife for more than a few minutes at a time He
always found some excuse for leaving the house
when 1t appeared that he and Minme would be
alone awhile

One might Joe suddenly awoke and reahzed that
he had been dreaming—dreammg of Minme, but
not of the woman who at the moment was alone 1n
the house with her seven children, but of the seven-
teen-year-old girl he had married seven years be-
fore She had been a pretty girl, her olive-tinted
cheeks flushed with health and Iife, her lips so nicely
curved, red and full

He smothered the thought and cast it from s
mund, or rather he thought he did He fell asleep
agam, but then awoke from another dream 1n which
Mmnie had once more played the principal role
During the day he caught himself thinking of Min-

nie every once m a while, and what was more, he
seemed always to be thinking of her 1n a very tender
mood He bamished these disconcerting thoughts,
but never for long They always returned to him

For several mights he slept fitfully and then only
to dream of the seventeen-year-old Mimnme He
began to wonder and ponder anew how to regulate
his future relationship with her Joe was stll
firmly set aganst having any more children He
could not support any more, that was reason
enough, no matter what anyone thought as to the
propriety of a relationship between man and wife
in which conception was, premeditatedly, not the
object He must have a talk with Minme Yes,
he would tell her what he had been thinking of
lately He would have a talk with her soon, maybe
tomorrow, or—or next week sometime He hated
the thought of it bemg necessary to discuss the
matter with lis wife, for Minme was a good, God-
fearing woman There still coursed mn his poor be-
wildered brain the notion that his 1dea was utterly
sinful, a sort of conspiracy against God and nature
Yet he must do something about it

Then, a week after the first of these dreams had
crept upon him from nowhere and saturated hs
consciousness with memories of Minnie’s charms
of seven years before, there occurred in San Pedro
harbor an unusual thing TUnusual, that 1s, for
Southern California, where, as it 1s known through-
out the civilized world, the chimate s a copy of that
of paradise itself This extraordmary thing that
happened was a storm, a severe gale carrying with
it bitter cold and sleet It came up unexpectedly
from the northeast late that afternoon and swept
over the harbor with unheard of ferocity, that
played the devil not alone with the smpping 1n port
but with Joe’s Birth Control, mndeed, it smashed
his scheme entirely

Joe got home just in time to escape the fury of
the wind and sleet

“I’'m glad you didn’t get caught in this, Daddy,”
remarked Minnie

“Yeah,” said Joe, “just beat 1t mm by coupla
Jumps ”

They stood with the children by the windows
watching the wind whip the ramn around the corners

“You amn’t gonna sleep on that boat ag'in
t'might, are you, Daddy?” Minme asked then, try-
g to seem casual

{Conlwued on page 289)
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Soul of Japan

By Ropverick O MurcHISON
{Reprinted wnth Permission from the June 26th Isrsue of < Inberty”)

ALTHUS or Mars? Birth Control or war? Which
will Japan invohe to settle her population problem?

The choice of the Japanese people, 1 the conviction
of many of her leading thinkers, hes between the two

They have outgrown their borders, and can neither
raise enough food on their own land to feed themseclves
nor produce the materals to elothe themselves

In a land that 1s four-fifths mountainous or otherwise
unfitted for farming, with a total area only shghtly larger
than the State of Montana, sixty mlhion people are
crowded, while every hour there are being added, through
excess of births over deaths, eighty-five new mouths to
feed

Japan’s Quandary

More babies are being born within the narrow hmits
of Japan each year than are being born 1n the entire con-
tmental United States The latest available statistics
show that in the United States between 1910 and 1920 the
births over deaths averaged 739,000 a year In Japan
between 1920 and 1925, the births were 754,000 each year
m excess of deaths In America in 1920, 1,508,874 babies
were born In Japan in 1924, 1,998,520 babies arrived

As far as arable land area 1s concerned, Japan 1s one-
fortieth the size of the United States Like every other
nation, Japan necessarily must hive upon the products of
her soil or become industrially developed, like England,
to be able to hve as an international middleman Such,
however, 1s not within the it of probability for Japan

With & great lack of all raw materials and coal, Japan
has lagged, after her first great spurt mto the modern
world, until today the problem of feeding her people 15
upen her, permitting ne time for industriahization Her
capital 1s hmited, her people are untramned

Japan has made the great mistake of laying aside those
things she could do well She 1s attempting to manufac-
ture things 1n which she cannot compete with others either
m price or mn quality The war brought that about In
those days other nations were toe busy fighting to manu-
facture, and they bought eagerly the shoddy output of
Japan, boosting wages there which will not now go down,
and encouraging the extension of plants which lie 1dle

Throughout the country unemployment 18 mecreasing
A recent 1industrial census showed 40,000 persons out of
work m Tokyo, despite the fact that the mumcipahty 1s
employing some 50,000 laborers on reconstruction jobs
that were begun purely and solely as rehef works

Even were her population standing still, Japan would
be 1n no enviable position, but her people are increasing
at a rapid rate To give a comparison between her posi-
tion and that of America, let us suppose that all the
people of Mane, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennsyl-
vama, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, and West Vir-
gima—were poured into the State of Montana To these
add all the people of Ilhnois, Michigan, Ohto, Indiana,
Wisconsin, and Kentucky, plus the people hving now
Montana, and the congestion there would be what it 15 1n
Japan today

Every year afterward adds a new population equal to
that of Maine, at which rate Japan’s populatien 1s m-
creasing

Japan cannot support her growing population for
many more years She must either educate her people to
exercise Birth Control, or the Japanese must emigrate at
the rate of a mlhon annually, for her surplus will soon
reach that figure

Forces Aganst Burth Control

Agsainst Birth Control 1s now arrayed all the conserva-
tism of the East—all that has ever been taught Japanese
wives as the prime duty of bearing sons, all the weight
of Shintoism, which has preached the doctrine of the neces-
sity of carrymmg on the family, and all the weight of
Buddhism, which preaches “Thou must not kill” even the
mmsect on the highway Today the police forbid the advo-
cacy of Birth Control 1n public, not one prominent leader
dare advocate 1t, as yet not 1 per cent of the population
know just what 1s meant by the phrase

Without Birth Control, however, where are the Japa-
nese of the future to live? They cannot stay at home and
starve No people as brave as the Japanese will die or
suffer without a struggle

At least a million a year will have to be placed some-
where for the next twenty years These cannot go imto
the waste places of Canada or Austrahia without a war
1 which Japan would have to face the British Empire

But unless the Japanese have only one baby in the
future where they now have two, where wll the other one
go without having to fight for hus place in the sun?

The problem of the surplus population of Japan 1s the
problem before the world demanding solution

Qle,
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Burth Conirol Revew

Critics and Champions at Westminster

On account of the general sirske detasled accounts of the debate on Lord Buckmaster’s motwon were much delayed
We reprmi thuw month from the “New Generation” for June-July part of ¥ W Stella Brown’s excellent resume
of the debate and the legrslatywe hstory of Buwrih Control wn both houses of Parlament durmg 1926

HE last two months have brought conspicuous proof
that the women of the Labour Party have no mntention
of overlooking the action of the Labour M P ’s who voted
against the Birth Control (Local Authomtes) Enablng
Bill, of February 9th They have been exphertly censured
in vigorous resolutions to the Labour Women’s Annual
Conference, which 18 now called for July, at Huddersfield,
and have had to run the gauntlet 1n both the Lahour Press
and their constituencies, as well as by post
In the May 1ssue of the Socialsst Revew, we have s
statement by Dr Drummond Shiels, Labour MP for
Edmburgh East, which 15 rather sigmficant Dr Shels
was one of the M P’s whose name appeared mm a type-
written hist of parliamentary supporters of Birth Control
mformation at welfare centres, widely circulated by the
W B CG, among both its members and sympathizers as
well as to certamn organs of the press, last November
He made no public repudiation, yet on February Oth,
though present 1n the House, he abstained from votmng

His defence 13 considered “temperate and well-
reasoned” by Mr E J Strachey, Editor of the Socialst
Revew, who contends that the alternative pohey mnow
recommended by Dr Shiels, of restricting Barth Control
mformation and help to working mothers who are
definitely diseased—i e, at the medical officer’s discretion
—*“has much to commend 1t ” But the hereditary editor
rather gives himself away in the pathetic plea “Could
not some member of the House, preferably perhaps not
& Labour member on this occasson, be 1nduced to 1intro-
duce a bill of the scope described by Dr Shiels?” Keep
the Catholic vote, 1n short, and “let the eredit go »

Dr Shiels makes a useful pomnt 1n regard to the reces-
sity of applances and “fitting” as well as theoretical n-
struction But we may well ask why, 1f he feels deeply
on the matter, he did not himself bring forward such a
suggestion, before now? There 15 always question time!

A Health Prouviso

Now for his real objection “Under Mr Thurtle’s Bill,
a young married woman, 1 perfect health, with no chil-
dren, and with every quahfication for motherhood, would
be entitled to demand this information

The medical profession will do well not to persst in
attempts at dictature 1n this matter Their own low hirth
rate 1s widely known, and such incidents as the lamentable
Axham case have not enhanced their reputation for gen-
eral fair play and disinterested expertise—quite apart

from sexual matters, on which the majonty of the pro-
fession 1n Britain are esther very timd or very ummnformed

On April 28th, a Birth Control Resolution was imtro-
duced by another legislator—*‘not a Labour member on
this occasion” I regret to say—m another place, com-
monly regarded as far less open to democratic and hu-
mamtarian considerations, and far less 1n touch with the
realities that cramp the majonty of human hves, than
the elected House

A Magmficent Plea

Lord Buckmaster put the case for hus resolution (which
was quoted werbatsm m the New Generation for Apnl),
with the most comprehensive vision and the most touching
eloquence He quoted many of the cases mith which our
members will be famihar, both in England and 1n America
He stressed the fact that the resolution 15 permssssve and
not compulsory He dealt with the essential Catholc ob-
Jection, 1n terms which I trust, his hearers will never
forget

Lord Sahsbury opposed It 1s mgmficant that the pivot
of hus speech was a protest against the danger of breaking
up the matermty and child welfare work now bemng done,
through difference on this measure, among the profes-
sional and lay helpers A purely practical point was
stressed, and then the noble Marquess wandered from the
Mothers’ Umion to the right of husbands, and thence to
the extinction of the white race (via France of course)
He was followed by the Primate of All England, full of
“sympathy” and subterfuge He was obwviously mn a
muddle as to the facts of the information given at Welfare
Centres, and ctherwise accessible, and he wished to re-
strict information at the discretion of doctors to “abnor-
mal cases,” while insinuating that Birth Control exaggera-
ted the frequency of such cases

Lord Balfour of Burleigh was the next speaker, and he
made excellent use of the most recent mews from the
Clinics and from Holland He also exposed the cruel and
indecent ehsurdity—under present circamstances—of
sending working women to the out-patients’ departments
of general hospitals Lord Fitzalan supported Lord
Salisbury waith a hat of medical opponents, and a recom-
mendation of the French law of 1920

Earl De La Warr, one of the very few Socialist Peers,
made a refreshmg speech, much to the pomt He pro-
tested agamst the view of women “as the property of men

(Continued on page 289)
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News Notes

UNITED STATES
New York

HE following full statement comes from the
organizers of our booth at the Sesqui-Centen-
mal, now 1 1ts first month

During the month of April a representative of
the League interviewed Mr Wilson, one of the
executives m charge of the Educational Depart-
ment of the Centenmal, asking for space mn the
bulding of Social Economy and Education Mr
Wilson reported, after consideration had been
given to our application by the executives, that
they considered Birth Control one of the new and
hberal educational principles for Race Betterment
and they were glad to give us space to erect a booth

In Section B15, we have built a booth with a
frieze of healthy babies, supporting the world, this
was painted by Mr Copeland of the Philadelpha
School of Apphed Arts In this booth we have
placed a semes of charts, prepared by Ehzabeth
Watson These charts present facts and compara-
tive figures on the population of the world and the
natural resources that are being so swiftly con-
sumed to support the immense increase in popula-
tion during the last one hundred years Educa-
tional leaflets are distributed and books are on sale
Every day a fifteen minute talk 1s given mn the
small auditorium of the Educational Building on
some aspect of the subject of Birth Control

We mvite all our friends to visit the booth when
they come to the Centennial We have arranged
with speakers of note in several states to use the
auditorrum on the week alloted to that state Great
interest 1s shown by visitors in our hterature and
many express satisfaction in seetng this subject
placed in an atmosphere of digmity and importance

The Centennial will continue until December
Margaret Sanger will be in Philadelphia for a week
m September and in constant attendance at the
booth Mrs H G Hill of Cahforma 1s to be a
guest during September We have secured the co-
operation and assistance of the Philadelphia Branch
through the following committee Mrs H W
Moorehouse, Mrs Situart Mudd and Prof Mal-
colm Bissell

The following moenthly schedule has been ar-
ranged with especial emphasis on state co-opera-
tion  August—Minnesota, Ohio, Colorado, Cali-
forma, September—New York, Michigan, Iowa,
Flonda, October — Pennsylvama, Connecticut,
New Jersey, Massachusetts, November—Mary-
land, Texas, Kentucky, Indiana

Hostesses for the League are Mrs Robert S
Huse (N J), Mrs Fanny Pope {(Mich ), Mrs
E A Lingenfelter (Iowa), Mrs ¥ H Hazard
(N Y), Mrs B F Pame (Fla), Mrs Faith
Reike (Ky), Miss Ruth Vincent (Colo ), Mrs
Ehzabeth McManus (Cal), Mrs Geo A Dun-
ning (Pa ), Mrs Geo H Day, Sr, (Conn ), Mrs
Oakes Ames (Mass), Mrs Edith H Hooker
(Md ), and Mrs Albert Walker (Tex)

Mrs Sanger was a speaker on August 5th before
the Vassar Institute of Xouthenies Her address on
the multiphication of the unfit was featured in
Poughkeepsie papers and published almost in full
in the Evemng Star

THE Beacon Kiwams had Mrs Sanger as guest
and speaker at 1ts luncheon on July 10th The
meeting was nterested and sympathetic, but 1t
proved the occasion for the resignation of the chap-
lain of the club This 1s the Reverend Father Mec-
Guire, rector of a local Roman Catholic Church,
who ten days later sent in his letter of withdrawal
m which he declared among other things that Mrs
Sanger “advocates a code destructive to the family
and to society ”” Father McGuire has refused Mrs
Sanger’s invitation to debate, taking the famihar
Roman Catholic position that the subject 1s not
debatable

Mr H C Loeffler of the League of Red Cross
Socreties, who visited headquarters of the League
recently, has been working mm Pans for the last
three years He reports a growing interest in scien-
tific discussion of Birth Control The important
men of education and medicine are appreciating
the deep significance of a controlled birth rate and
Mr Loeffler feels there will be a very vital interest
in France 1n the Population Conference to be held
in Geneva next year

Dr Germinal Rodriquez, delegate of the Argen-
tine government, was another visitor He 1s mn the
United States for the purpose of studying soeial
welfare Dr Rodriquez who 1s assistant physician
of the Children’s Hospital at Buenos Auires 1s very
anxious to know about the work of the League in
both the medical and educational field

Most of July was spent by Dr James F' Cooper,
Medical Director of the American Birth Control
League, in Cahforma, where he and Dr Percy
Clark, Jr, of Cornell University, who 1s also tour-
mg in behalf of the League, were heard by many
lay and medical audiences in as many as a dozen
cities in the south and central part of the state In
August, Dr Clark has a heavy program to fill in
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Calhfornia, Washington and Oregon Dr Cooper’s
program for Oregon and Washington, which 1s
given on another page, began m the last days of
July, when he spoke at Reno, Nevada and at
Eugene, Oregon Whie Dr Cooper covers the
med:cal profession, Dr Clark 1s particularly fortu-
nate mn getting a hearng before business and pro-
fessional men’s clubs

New Jersey

PROFESSOR MALCOLM H BISSELL of
Bryn Mawr College addressed the Kiwams
Club at Cape May on July 14th He reports that
the members of the Club were very sympathetic
and approved our program On July 27th Pro-
fessor Bissell addressed the Kiwams Club of Wild-
wood at Hotel Fenwick

California

BETWEEN July 12th and July 20th Dr
Cooper addressed good meetings of county
medical societies at San Diego, Orange and Raver-
side At Riverside also he spoke before a picked
group of 65 laymen Judge Ells of the Superior
Court presided  On July 22nd he was in Pasadena,
where he was heard at an informal meeting of 41
physicians at the Professional Building

A debate with a Roman Catholic priest was the
culmmation of Dr Percy Clark’s full program for
Cabforma On July 8th and 10th Dr Clark was
heard by clubs of business and professional men at
Indio and San Bernardino, sandwiching m between
these dates an informal talk with a group of un:-
versity professors at Los Angeles On the eleventh
he held one of his largest meetings, when he spoke
before an audience of 300 under the auuspices of
the Civil Liberties Umon, at Los Angeles

On July 13th and 14th he lectured at Bakersfield
before the Exchange Club and at Delano and Sel-
ma, (Exchange and Rotary Clubs) and the next
day at a meeting held under the chairmanship of
Mr James E Emerson, pastor of the local Con-
gregational Church Other business clubs heard
him at Taft and Santa Clara

In San Francisco he spoke five times, before
the Public Spirit, the Optunist and the Common-
wealth Clubs, leading up to his debate on July 29th
with Father Orisen J MacMullin under the aus-
pices of the San Francisco Open Forum, by an ad-
dress before a sympathetic Protestant audience, the
Men’s Bible Class of the First Christian Church of
Oakland

Dr Clark 1s already booked twenty days ahead,
sometimes for two addresses a day

Burth Control Remew

ENGLAND

IN the early spring the Liberal Summer School
sent to Laberal Associations throughout the
country a full questionnaire on the population
problem, mcluding Birth Control and the propa-
gation of the unfit Since the whole subject 1s of
mnterest to us we publish this section of the ques-
tions and replies in full It1s a significant fact that
the first question 1s the only one which received an
unqualified and unammous “yes ”’

Q —Assuming that methods of Birth Control
are avallable which are without danger on medical
grounds, do you consider that instruction in these
methods should be given m state or rate-aided
clhimes for those who ask for 1t?

A —Yes

Q —Do you consider the fact that the birth rate
1s higher 1n some sections of the community than m
others constitutes any danger to the commumty?
If so, 15 the remedy wholly to be sought in educa-
tion and propaganda, or could legslative action be
brought to bear indirectly upon the situation (¢ ¢,
by hghtening taxation in the case of desirable
parents) ?

A —"Danger to the commumty” 1s, perhaps, a
strong phrase to use, but 1t 1s felt that the continu-
ance of higher birth rates among the less well-to-do
classes 1s certainly undesrrable It 1s thought that
there 1s no real remedy other than the growth of
enhghtenment, but that the remssion of oppressive
taxation, where this nmlitates, as it does, agamst
marriage at a reasonably early age and agamst
the rearmg of even small famihes, may do much
to help The conditions under which proposals for
family endowment are to be put into operation are,
in this connection, worth considering, and more
magmative legislation in regard to housmg than
15 at present in operation 1s also to be desired

Q —Are you m favor of direct legislative action
designed to prevent the multiplication of either of
the following classes Those suffering from grave
hereditary deficencies affecting (a) mental charac-
teristics, (b) physical characteristics?

A —There 15 a general feeling that “something
should be done,” but the houts of the problem and
the nature of possible remedies have as yet been
imperfectly explored It 1s most important that
questions of this kind should not become, 1n the
narrow sense of the word, political

Q —Do you consider that the system advocated
in Germany and elsewhere should be copied 1n ths
country, whereby those contemplating marriage
would be required to appear before a registrar some
time in advance of marriage, and would then be
gven a pamphlet drawn up under government
auspices advising that persons suffering from cer-
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tamn named disabilities should, in the interests of the
children they may have, first consult a quabfied
doctor?

A —(By a majornty) yes

On another page we publish Miss Brown’s very
clear and vivid story of the status of Birth Control
in parlhlament and n labor bodies Since that was
written the goverment has not been allowed to lose
sight of the 1ssue The subject has been kept alive
in the House of Commons by the discussion of the
report of the Minister of Health In comment on
the scope of the Welfare Centers Sir M McNagh-
ten said that doctors who believed on medical
grounds that further pregnancy was undesirable
should be free to give direct advice without penalty
It was impossible to argue with people who had a
religious objection to Birth Control, and he agreed
that it was important that the Mimster of Health
should not alienate these who at present gave volun-
tary support to these centres At the same tume,
the Mimster should recogmze that public opimon
moved, and the fact that the House of Lords, which
was regarded as the repository of Conservative
principles, had, despite the Government Whips,
passed a resolution urging that the ban should be
removed was the strongest possible evidence of the
trend of opinion

From a correspondent comes the following com-
ment on the Catholic vote in the House of Lords

“British Roman Cathohe periodicals have naturally
been much concerned over the recent vote of the House of
Lords mn favor of Birth Control It was stated by the
Catholic Tvmes of May 21st, that the Catholic Federa-
tion sent a special letter to each Roman Cathohc peer ten
days before Lord Buckmaster’s motion, asking him to at-
tend and vote against the resolution There are forty Ro-
man Cathohe peers i the House of Lords, but only seven
were n attendance The Roman Catholic papers are there
fore pomnting out that it was the indifference of the Roman
Catholic peers which made possible the passage of the
resolution Ewvidently Birth Control cannot arouse a fight-
ing opposition among the Catholic laity, whether 1t be
composed of peers or commoners ”

The Englsh press 1s still commenting on last
year’s birth rate, which comparison proves to be
actually lower for England than for France (18 6
as agamst 19 6 for France) This s as it should be
in a country where, according to the statement of
R G Hogarth, President of the British Medical
Association, the death rate has been cut about in
half m the last fifty years Mr Hogarth, who 1s
semior surgeon of Nottingham General Hospital,
held that this decrease would have been nothing
short of a calamity if the birth rate had not gone
down m proportion He added, mn effect, that that
being the case, increased longevity and still more

287

improved mental and physical health were ends 1m-
portant to the state, “not in view of distant military
contingencies, but for the immediate purpose of
rendering the people more efficient citizens, more
valuable producers of wealth, parents of a healthier
stock, and themselves more contented with their
lot”

The months roll on and the Peoples Chnic at
Fulham Cross, London, of which Rose Witcop 1s
head, has been 1n operation twelve months and more
and has made 1ts first annual report 'This shows
that 2,000 mothers have been given contraceptive
advice and 400 of them, too poor to pay have been
given free supples

JAPAN

THE following United Press despatch from
Tokio tells of a new advocate for Birth Control

“Birth Control for Japan, without calling 1t such,
has now a powerful advocate in the Osaka Marmcha,
the most widely circulated daily in the empire

The Marmchs 1s a very recent convert, as a short
time ago 1t was among the many papers denouncing
Mrs Margaret Sanger, the American Birth Con-
trol apostle, for commg to Japan to preach her
gospel

The result of the recent census, showing that the
population had increased during the last five years
by an average of 700,000 a year, despite a great
earthquake death hst, stirred the Mamichs to 1its
new stand ”’

Wilhiam T Ogawa of Tokio, founder of the first
Birth Control clinic in Japan, 1s translating “The
Pivot of Civihzation” and “Woman and the New
Race” into Japanese

CHINA
FOUR hundred million, the current population

estimate for China was too low Figures com-
piled roughly by the postal admimstration, not
covering the whole country but representing the
first attempt at a census, add another 36,100,000

NEW ZEALAND

ONE race 1s Just facing 1ts population problem
and facing 1t before 1t has reached the propor-
tions of a problem These are the Maors, up fo
now few in numbers, famed for their beauty and the
grace and kindliness of their civihzation Has con-
tact with our civibization brought our curse of num-
bers upon them and will theirr British rulers aid
them to lft the curse by Birth Control? This 1s
the problem as the following statement shows It
1s quoted by the Manchester Guardian from A T
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Nagata, a leader of their tribe and called “the ablest
man in New Zealand irrespective of race”

“No man who desires to bwmld his legislative
proposals on a sound basis can neglect a phenome-
non which 1s introducing a new factor into the eco-
nomie, social, and political world of New Zealand
to-day-—I refer to the rebirth of the Maor people
The Maori race 1s now increasing, not very fast as
yet, but steadily increasng This fact must be
realized by the legislator The material coming for-
ward 1s strong, vigorous, keen, enthusiastic, not
bothering its head very much about the 1ills and
grievances of the past, but standing with eyes
turned forward, not behind These young people
want to go forward, nor 1s 1t any wonder, because,
sooner or later, the accumulated result of civiliza-
tion, education, and contact with the white people
was bound to find outlet It 1s a problem to
know how to provide for an increase from withm
of our population with land ever a dumimshing fac-
tor Education may bring about the adaptation of
this new human material to the economic changes
in the country, but the problem must be faced It
1s not yet acute in the Waiapu, we shall be able to
provide probably for another generation The
same apples between East Cape and Cape Run-
away, but south of Gisborne men have been driven
by their landlessness to seek land for themselves
elsewhere The race 1s now clamoring for land

The time has arrived for the State now to
take stock, and in taking stock to note the weak-
nesses and consider how they may be overcome
That 1s the duty of the government ”

THE followmg 1s Dr Cooper’s 1tinerary this
month The full story of lhis meetings has not
yet reached us

August 2nd Salem, Ore
August 3rd, 4th, 5th, Hotel Benson, Portland, Ore

August 6th Longview, Wash
August 7th Aberdeen, Wash
August 9th, 10th Olympia, Wash
August 11th Tacoma, Wash

August 12th, 13th, 14th,
Olympic Hotel, Seattle, Wash

August 16th Port Angeles, Wash
August 17th, 18th Bellingham, Wash
August 19th Mt Vernon, Wash

August 20th, 21st
August 23rd, 24th
Anugust 25th

August 26th, 27th, 28th

Everett, Wash
Yakima, Wash
Walla Walla, Wash
Spokane, Wash

A COMING EVENT

The Woman’s Activities Exhibit which has
grown to be a national event 1s having 1ts annual

Birth Control Review

show this year at the Astor Hotel, September 28th
to October Ist Mrs Sanger 1s on therr Exhibit
Committee and the Amencan Birth Control
League has taken space similar to what we had last
year Mrs Clara Carter of New Jersey and Mrs
J Bishop Vandever of Kew Gardens, N Y, will

be in charge

On Blights

Rev John A McClorey, m the Dearborn Independent
July 10th, calis Birth Control a “World Bhght ” Perhaps
this 15 true, but mm our opmmon a world bhght 15 needed
for almost everything that lives to keep 1t mn check

Each female human at maturnty i1s pronided with 3,600
ova, almost everyone of which would grow into & human
bemng 1f fert:lized Out of 1,700,000,000 people on this
earth about half or 850,000,000 are females Multiply
this number by 3,600 and you get 3,060,000,000,000 pos-
sible humans within the next 50 years Isn’t a bhght
needed for that squirmmng mass? The male spermatozoa
m number 1s probably 1,000,000 times as great as the
female Without some form of bhght we could have 1n
50 years a male possimhty of 8,060,000,000,000,000,000
Bhght 15 surely needed there Nature 1s not afraid of
world bhights Did you ever note the thousands upon
thousands of tree seeds that are perfected and fall to die
for every one that finds a good place to grow—and lives?
“World-bhights’ are necessary One of the greatest natu-
ralsts that ever hved, Lows John Agassiz, said, “There
15 not a single hving species on the earth, but which, un-
checked, would devastate it” Were 1t not for world-
blights we would now have no world The present out-
look for the human race 1s gloomy Samtary experts have
made Japan increase 7,000,000 per year faster than ten
years ago If these experts get into Chimna, what then?
Her 400,000,000 have held about even for centuries On
Japan’s ratio she will increase 60,000,000 per year
Japan needs Birth Control this minute The whole world
will need 1t if the “bug-killers” get into China Nature
15 a frequent user of bhghts to check down her teeming
milhons The rabbit bhghts the forest, the weasel blights
the rabbit Cattle bhght the buffalo grass, and poison
weeds and wolves bhght the cattle House cats bhight the
mice, but, lest the mice be completely exterminated the
tomcats are told to blhght the kittens—and the kittens
“turn 1n” whenever the Toms find them

Salmon on the Atlantic coast live 30 years No reason
for blighting an Atlantic salmon Everything 15 aganst
him The Pacafic salmon have an easy hfe, so they're
bhghted to keep them from getting too numerous They
hve through one spawmng, wither up and die If they had
not done this they would have crushed out every other
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form of Pacific marme hfe The Lord knows how to bhight
Not a single food of man but 1s blighted This may be
a mark of special esteem but to us 1t looks Irtke intent to
check—a real bight Song birds hive on weed sced Ever
see any bhight on their food? No'—From the Jefferson
County Unson, Ft Atkinson (Wis )

Editor, Atlantic City, (N J ) Press

I come from a part of Ireland where it was not uncom-
mon to see families of ten and even fifteen No one knows
of the squalor and suffering of these poor people who had
a veritable army to feed on an msufficiency There 1s only
one reasonable logical side to the Birth Control question

Micrarr O’'Rourke

I thought to bft one of the Little tolers to ascertamn hes
wesght  Through hes thirty-five pounds of shm and bone
there ran a tremor of fear, and ke struggled forward to
tw a broken thread I attracted his atiention by a touch,
and offered hum a slver dune He looked at me dumbly
through a face that might have belonged to a man of
nxty, so furrowed, tightly drawn, and full of pan ot was
He &id not reach for the money—he did not know what
st was There were dozens of such chsldren, m this par-
twcular mill A physicsan who was with me savd that they
would all be dead probably wm two years, and thewr places
filled by others—THERE WERE PLENTY MORE Preumonia
carries off most of them Thevr systems are ripe for dis-
eare, and when st comes there 1a no rebound—no response
Medscine symply does not act—nature s whipped, bealen,
discouraged, and the chidd sinks mio g stupor and dses

—ELpErT HUBBARD

“The whole bias of teaching (1n the Middle Ages) being
1n the hands of the priesthood, the attitude towards the
handing on of the sacred torch of Iife from one generation
to the next was one that represented the torch as porson
gas—an unavoidable ew1] and the root of all sin 'We have
not yet shaken ourselves free of that attitude of defilement
and from 1t spring many of our social troubles of today ™

Syarn NeviLre-RoLrE,

General Secretary of the Natural Council for Combating Venereal
Disgease (England)

CRITICS AND CHAMPIONS AT
WESTMINSTER

{Contsnued from page 284)

for their enjoyment, and mere machines for the production
of unwanted children™ Lord Rathcreedan, in & humane
and reasonable speech, gave illustrative cases of the toll
of unrestricted motherhood on woman’s hves and health,
from s own observations in South London, and among
the wild tnbes of North Africa and the peasantry of
Tsarist Russia He was followed by Earl Russell, who
scored heawily off the Archbishop “If he thnks the
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embargo does not exist, 1s he going to vote for retaming
or removing 1t?’—and “Hang your sympathy, buy a
pie™ “The clothes in which we are sitting here tomght,
the electric hght under which we are sitting, the plumbing
and the samtary convemences in our houses are 1oter-
ferences with the course of nature” Lord Wrenbury’s
speech dealt mainly with the psychological case for Birth
Control mn married ife The Lord Chancellor, hiberty’s
mnveterate enemy, was suavely optimistic  “I do not doubt
that a doctor, 1f consulted, would give that advice!™
“Everyone, at least, has a panel doctor” Lord Buck-
master summed up, s magnificent plea should be pub-
hshed in pamphlet form

A BIRTH CONTROL CLINIC IN
HUNGARY

(Continued from page 272)

dissemnate Birth Control information and to
acquire the things that you need in the practice of
Birth Control

In that fight the State asked the expert advice
of Professor Taufor, the greatest authority in our
country, and he said that we were right who said
that no laws must be made to make 1t more difficult
to obtain this information He said, let’s have laws
that make 1t legal to give advice to every one We
didn’t succeed in getting these laws but 1t was a
great asset to have that document, that when the
State had asked advice from the experts in whom
the State trusted, to have those experts belonging
to our circle, working with us'*

* Excerpts from a report to the Sixth International Neo-Mal-
thusian and Birth Control Conference

“THE NATION’S BACKBONE”

{Contsnued from page 282)

Joe turned, but only to stare at her bewildered

“Gonna be cold t’mght,” she added

Joe said nothing for a while and turned to the
window again

“I dunno,” he said then, clearing hus throat ner-
vously

* * * * *

Joe slept 1n the house that might and every mght
for nine months thereafter, except, of course, when
he was out fishing off the coast to provide for his
growing famly And a httle over mne months
after that un-Cabforman bit of weather n San
Pedro Harbor, the Lord—who, in His mysterious
way, as already said, 1s mterested 1n healthy and
properly married young couples with the view of
contmumg the human species on this earthly ball
in general and this grand melting pot 1n particular
—conferred upon Joe and Minme another blessing,
their exghth descendant
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WE ASK YOU TO HELP SUPPORT OUR WORK
BY BECOMING A CONTRIBUTING MEMBER
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1 To teach the need for Buth
Control

2 To make 1t legal for phymcans
to instruct married persons
safe methods of Birth Control

3 To open clinics where the best
contraceptive information shall
be obtamnable by all who need
at,

OUR
AIM

“There is no other subject of such importance as
Birth Control Knowledge of it marks a new and happier
phase in the history of civilization ”

—H E Wziis

* * *

“The only practical instrument by which eugenics can
work is Birth Control ’
—Haverocx Eruims.
* * *

“There ceuld be no greater contribution to the morality
of the world and to marital happiness than Birth Control ”
—WoiiaM Avcex Pusey, M D, Pressdent of the
Amerscan Medical Assocvation, 1924-25
* * *

“It is not & question of introducing among the poor
an effort to prevent excessive child-bearing Such efforts
are made all the time now It is a question of introducing
safe and sane methods, and of spreading among them the
knowledge that such a limitation of the number of children
15 possible without the risk of death or invahdism It is
a question of offering to the poor who need it most, the
knowledge and the power which has long been the posses-
sion of those who need it least ”

—Avice Hamron, M D, Harcard Medwal School

FILL IN AND SEND WITH YOUR DUES TO
ROOM 1905, 104 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY
Name
Jtreet
City State
Date of Joymng Amount
CLASSES OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

00 A—s$100 to $500 O C—$25
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(] E—$2 to $9

$10 or over includes a Years" Subscription to
THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW

CHECKA SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO THER

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE

Birth Control Revew

“SOME CREDIT”

“Hand one of those special medals for heroism,” says
a recent news item, “to Jim Ahearn of Jersey City who at
20 finds himself the father of triplets “Some credit,” the
item adds, “goes to Mrs Ahearn who 1s only 18 The
newspaper displayed a portrait of the father with the
three children—the mother being at the time “very weak
but expected to recover ”

“Every man and woman should have a knowledge of
Birth Control for his or her own sake ”

-—CLARENCE Darrow

EXPERIMENTAL BREEDING

{Contimusd from page 268)

Therefore, 1n the group where some sort of hmita-
tion of reproduction (continence) was utilized, the
mouse population was larger It s obvious that in
the case of these mice uncontrolled breeding would
lead to extinction of the race faster than would
some sort of controlled breeding

This should be interesting news for the “calam-
ity howlers” who seem to feel that Birth Control
in the case of human beings 1s fast tending toward
the wiping out of the race Obwiously the important
factor 1s not the number of mdividuals born, but
the percentage survival

It also suggests a stimulating thought in the
direction of whether physiological energy of rapid
fire breeding 1s not, m many ways, simply a great
and useless waste which could be obviated

BOOKS OF VITAL INTEREST
ON ALL TOPICS

Sex, Psycho-Analysis, Psychology,
Diet and Health

THE MOST AUTHORITATIVE AUTHORS

Havelock Ellis, Roble, Long, Kraft-Ebing, Forel, Kisch,
Bloch, Malchow, Brill, Freud, Jung, Adler, Tridon, Lind-~
lahr, Father Kneipp, Gaze, Drew

Your Needs Always Fulfilled

If obtainable, we have it, i upobtainable, we can get it.
DESCRIPTIVR LISTS SENT FREE

Modern Book Association

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
4150 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD




Every Squeak Says:
“3-in-One Oil”

Squeaks are like aches and pains—indications of
trouble.

When any mechanism about the house squeaks,
the trouble 15 lack of o1l Try the certain remedy,

L]
3-in-One
The High Quality Household Oil

This highly refined o1l compound goes nght to the seat of trouble
—penetrates the closest bearings—lubricates perfectly

All locks, bolts, hinges, window pulleys and catches need 3-in-
One occasionally Sewing machines, talking machines, vacuum
cleaners and washing machine motors need 3-1n-One frequently

The o1l you use 1s such a small irtem in the household expense
that you can well afford the best 3-in-One 1s the most widely
sold bottled o1l 1n the world Ask for it by name and look for
the Big Red One on the label

At all good stores 1n 1 0z, 3 0z and ¥ pint bottles and in 3-oz.
Handy Oil Cans. The 14 pint bottle 13 the economical stze

FREE—Generous sample and Dictionary ex-
plaimng 79 uses for 3 in-One in the home,
alone, sent free on request. Use a postal

THREE IN ONE OIL CO, 130CP Wilham St, New York
Factories Rahway, N J and Montreal




Books by Margaret Sanger
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Happiness in Marriage

In this book Mrs Sanger dwells a good deal on the vanous angles of the sex
problem which play so vital, and often so tragic, a part in the marital relations
It 1s a clear, sincere and compelling exposition that cannot but prove of 1n
estimable value to the multitude of young people who often marry 1n haste and
repent at leisure ‘T'o quote the New York Times “Mrs Sanger 1s engaged
in an enterprise to help people be happy ” The book will tell you how

Price $2 00
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Woman and the New Race

All socially minded people of enlightenment, all those interested wn the im-

provement of mankind and the progress of humanity will welcome “Woman
and the New Race’ It 1s an important contnibution to the literature on the

question of voluntary motherhood by one of its foremost American champions
It 15 wmntten 1n a brilliant interesting style
Price $200

snew
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H . o o ’ -
The Pivot of Civilization :
: This book 1s a distinct surprise, a delightful surprise It 1s even-tempered and é
2| analytical, it shows a background of detaded knowledge which instead of un- |3
: balancing the picture, brings out both breadth and perspective, and 1t has style, |:
E a vivacious style shifting from the boldly didactic to the subtly persuasive, yet
':: always clear and to the point :
E Price $2 00 E
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WHAT EVERY GIRL SHOULD KNOW - - - - $1 50
New enlarged English Edition
WHAT EVERY MOTHER SHOULD KNOW - - 60

ORDER (adding 10 cents . . 104 FIFTH AVENUE
for postage) FROM Bll'th Control Rewew NEW YORK CITY




