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EDITORIAL 

THE outstandmg news of t h ~ s  month's Issue 
1s the remarkable report of the World's Migra- 

t ~ o n  Congress, wh~ch convened on June 22nd m 
London The attention of the Congress was 
la~gely fbed on the quest~on of over-populat~on, 
and the consequent evds of lower standards of l iv~ng 
and war T h ~ s  1s not the only Congress wh~ch 
has tackled these problems, and has cons~dered the 
alternatwe offered by B ~ r t h  Control But ~t is the 
first tune that a congress defin~tely belongmg to the 
International Labor movement has turned its atten- 
t ~ o n  ser~ously to the poss~b~lit~es offered by deliber- 
ate restr~ction of population The World's Migra- 
t ~ o n  Congress was called by two ~nternat~onal labor 
organ~zat~ons the Internat~onal Federat~on of 
Trade Unions and the Labor and Soclahst Inter- 
nat~onal The problem lmrned~ately before the 
Congress was that offered by the mcreasmgly strict 
regulat~on of lmmgration by many great countries, 
espec~ally, the U n ~ t e d  States and Australla, and the 
consequent narrowmg of the openings for surplus 
populations, such as those of Italy and Japan But 
the Congress took a w~de  vlew of the subject and 
realized that for a construd~ve program there must 
be some provwon for the regulation of populatlon 
Increase An account of the Congress is glven ~n 
our news columns Every advocate of Bmth Con- 
trol wd1 rejolce m the new and constructme att~tude 
of organized labor towards the populatlon question 
shown at the Congress 

A R E M A R K A B L E  piece of research work has 
been carried through In the Laboratory of the 

Clin~cal Research Department of the Ameiican 
Birth Control League The work was done by 
MISS B W Johnson, A M , under the d~rectmn 
and w ~ t h  the aid and advlce of Dr C. C Little, 

Pres~dent of the Univers~ty of Mame The sub- 
jects of the experiment were m~ce--ped~greed mlce 
from the Laboratory of D r  L ~ t t l e a n d  the object 
was to test the comparative value of r a p ~ d  and more 
dehberate breedmg A report of this remarkable 
expenment w~l l  be presented to  the readers of the 
Bwth Control Remew m the September Issue It 1s 
sufficient to  state here that the result showed 
conclus~vely that rapid breeding n adverse to the 
health of the offsprmg, and results m an enormous 
infant mortality rate among the mice As, In many 
respects, the same biolog~cal laws govern both mlce 
and men, the expenment con6rms the content~ons 
of the American Birth Control League in regard 
to proper spacing of children and the need for 
dellberate control of the birthrate 

T HE New York Board of Education found it- 
self m an awkward predicament a t  its meetmg 

on June 25th On the calendar was a recornrnenda- 
t ~ o n  that the by-laws be amended to limit marr~ed 
teachers to two matermty leaves of absence IIow 
the recommendation found ~ t s  way on to the calen- 
dar was not explained One teacher had recently 
been so bold as to ask a fourth maternity leave of 
absence T h ~ s  was inconvenient, and the Board 
found that these matermty leaves of absence had 
been steaddy mcreasing in numbers I n  1920-21 
there were 201, in the last school year there were 
342 and up to date m the current year there had 
been 393 But a l ~ m ~ t a t ~ o n  of matern~ty leaves of 
absence could be construed as a very pract~cal en- 
couragement of Birth Control, and already the 
Board of Education had turned down the applica- 
tion of the Amencan Civd L~be r t~es  Union, largely 
because of the Un~on's alleged "encouragement of 
propaganda for B ~ r t h  Control." 



HERE is always an easy way out of such a 
T d   lemma The en t~re  recomrnendat~on was 
wthdrawn "on account of Improper wording" 
Superintendent O'Shea explained that ~ t s  with- 
drawal was not due to the protest of Pres~dent 
Ryan that such a by-law would amount to an in- 
ducement to marr~ed teachers, who wished to retain 
t he~ r  standing and thew salary grade, to llmit their 
offspring to two chlldren Personally, however, 
Superintendent O'Shea expressed himself as being 
emphat~cally opposed to such a restr~ction "I re- 
gard all restr~ctions against motherhood," he de- 
clared, "as aga~nst public pohcy " The incident 
shows, however, the need, both as regards the wel- 
fare of the schools and the freedom of the teacher, 
that motherhood should be dellberate and not accl- 
dental, and should be undertaken by free cho~ce, 
w ~ t h  just such per~ods of absence from outs~de 
duties as are found necessary for the health of the 
mother and chdd I n  commentmg on the incident, 
Amncan Medtnne in its June issue, remarks that 
the Board, by w~thdrawmg the proposal made 
"perhaps unwittingly, one of the sanest contribu- 
t~ons to  the theory of B ~ r t h  Control of recent 
years " "A married woman teacher" it adds, "may 
now feel free to raise as large a family as she and 
her husband see fit It 1s doubtful whether any 
teacher, in view of her earnlng capac~ty, can afford 
a very large fam~ly, for the fact that she remalns 
on the teachmg staff shows that the faml~y revenue 
IS inadequate to feed many mouths, but the prin- 
c~ple  thus established 1s an excellent one Thls 
very wde  step releases a large group of mtelligent 
women for a role which they can exerclse only for 
the benefit of society " 

Item from Washmgton, printed in the New 
York Tunes of July 14th, has been gomng the AN 

rounds of the newspapers of the country It was 
written by a young man Ilving In Ch~cago, who has 
become unexpectedly famous from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific and from northernmost Mame to Flor- 
Ida And all because he addressed an inqulry to the 
government wh~ch concerned not hogs or corn, or 
even oysters or rabb~ts, but ideals of marriage and 
eugenlc bab~es "I am a young man," read the 
letter to the Department of Domestic Affalrs, 
"and am about to be mamed Could you be kmd 
enough to send me any l~terature in regard to Ideals 
whwh the government advocates toward marrlage 
and the slze of the family the government wants 
one to have?" The letter created a flurry, for there 
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was no department whose duty ~t was to furmsh 
such informat~on I n  fact the government had 
never thought it worth while to secure information 
of the kmd demanded, or to formulate Ideals The 
Labor Department might have answered that the 
government had long slnce adopted the family of 
five as a standard in calculatmg a llving wage, and 
that the unfortunate young man who mdulged in 
more than three children would have to feed the 
fourth and fifth at  the expense of the rest of the 
fam~ly But beyond this rough estimate, nothing 
has been done to aid those modern young people 
who would hke knowledge and forethought better 
than ignorance and haphazard Nor can anything 
be done, so long as those in authority frown on 
Birth Control, and refuse to sanction respons~ble 
and dellberate parentage And yet thls young 
man's inqulry was eminently sane and worthy of 
the attent~on of our enlightened statesmen 

T HE Internat~onal B ~ r t h  Control Federation, 
whose Pres~dent 1s D r  C C L~t t le ,  Pres~dent 

of the Un~versity of M~chigan, has waived ~ t s  In- 
tent~on of holdmg the Seventh Internat~onal Blrth 
Control Conference in Geneva next year, in favor 
of a World Populat~on Conference, which w~l l  be 
held from August 31st to September 2nd The 
Conservato~re de Musique in Geneva has been se- 
cured for the Conference, whch will meet under 
the ausplces of the leading thinkers and writers on 
all questions connected w ~ t h  populat~on Further 
part~culars of the Conference are given in our news 
columns, and our readers will be kept mformed of 
developments in regard to the program and to the 
representat~on expected at  the Conference, as the 
months go by 

W E offer our hearty thanks to those of our 
readers who have responded to our appeal 

for newspaper clippings, and also for coples of the 
January, 1924 issue of the BIRTH CONTROL RE- 
VIEW W e  should be glad to receive more coples 
of that issue, and we are always eager for clippings 
from the newspapers of all parts of the United 
States and from foreign countries W e  are also 
glad of quotat~ons from books and penod~cals bear- 
ing on B ~ r t h  Control I t  1s our endeavor to keep 
In touch with all aspects of the movement for the 
regulat~on of populat~on, and we are grateful to 
our readers who help us in this endeavor 



Unnatural Selection and its Resulting Obligations 

I W A N T  to take up a few aspects of t h ~ s  ques- 
tlon whlch I am afraid will be more or less in 

the nature of platitudes to a good many of you, but 
they have helped me m thmking out the relationship 
between what should be the every-day functlon of 
an experimental blologist and what should, I thlnk, 
be the effort on the part of that indlvdual toward 
working for soclal progress as well 

I am one of those who helleve, of course, In the 
genera1 fact of tendency of all llving orgamsms to 
overproduce Any blologist knows that to be a fact 
and knows that man IS not an exception to that 
general rule I n  fact, however, man does not exer- 
clse or does not allow the exercise of the prlnclples 
of natural selectlon Man's modern civillzatlon has 
done practically all that ~t can to eliminate the fac- 
tor of natural selectlon and ~t is quite proper I 
belleve, from a polnt of view of Christian ]deals, 
that should be so Of course, natural selectlon is a 
cruel taskmaster It doesn't bother about the sen- 
tlmental or emotional side of llfe whatever I t  
ellmmates the weak, ~t encourages the fit or the 
strong 

W e  all know that modern c~vlllzation doesn't do 
that All of you, I am sure, have come either In 
d~rect or indlrect contact m th  charitable organlza- 
t~ons and the whole machinery of aid for the weak 
whlch human civlllzatlon has bulk up That bemg 
the case, it seems to me deslrable to thmk over m 
some degree of detall what our obhgatlons are for 
upsetting a great natural law When man upsets 
a natural law he must perforce take on his shoulders 
more thah the ordmary degree of obhgatlon It IS 

a dangerous proposltlon to start, but we have 
started i t ,  we are on our way practlclng that prin- 
aple  of ~nterfer~ng with natural selection Now let 
us see whether we are doing ~t lntelllgently and 
honestly and openly and to the best of our ablllty 

The Eugewt's Demands 

The eugenlst IS very clear on the two facts whlch 
have been gwen you this mornlng that the pro- 
ductlon of the unfit should be discouraged or 
stopped, and that the production of the fit should 
be encouraged and possibly forced, although I 
don't belleve that the latter IS practicable The 
eugen~st, however, IS only human and he must 
realme, if he IS a thmking man, that to say to one 
group of people, "You are not fit to reproduce," 
and to another, "You are," requlres a good deal 

of self-appreciation You must be pretty sure of 
yourself before you can say who can or who cannot 
reproduce 

It seems to me that the efforts toward sterihza- 
tlon wh~ch are now falrly widespread (these efforts 
are more or less general) have in them a great deal 
of ment, but they are a rather crude mplement 
They are, so to speak, b~ological prohib~tlon, m- 
stead of biological temperance and to an  Amencan 
audlence that requlres no further elaboration, I am 
qulte sure The two terms are qulte fam~llar in all 
of our mlnds 

The proper oportumty for the dlssemlnatlon of 
contraceptive methods 1s biological temperance 
There IS no doubt about that It leaves it up to the 
individual, if he IS ~ntelllgent, to exerclse what h ~ s  
lntelhgence tells hlm to be the best use of such 
methods for hls or her particular purpose In llfe 
It leaves open the almost compulsory use of those 
methods, ~f ~t IS deemed deslrable by the medlcal 
authont~es, and it leaves open as a last resort thls 
sort of blunt-edged axe-sterilization-if the m- 
divldual 1s incapable of solvlng hls or her own 
problems But to have ster~llzatlon wlthout the 
finer tool of contraception seems to me to be an 
admlsslon that civhzatlon IS not yet educated to a 
point where we can look for much real, permanent 
improvement 

Preventzon or Cure? 

I have sald that ster~llzatlon is a blunt method 
It really IS an attempt to cure an existlng condl- 
tion, and not to prevent That may sound pecullar 
to you, but as a matter of fact you must have your 
defectwe already produced and a publlc charge and 
a publlc obllgatlon, before sterlhzat~on 1s thought 
of That IS curative, not preventative, and sterihza- 
tlon does not reach and probably never can reach 
the type of lndivldual who IS a real menace to clvl- 
Ilzation, and a t  the same tlme one of ~ t s  law-abldmg 
and useful cltlzens That sounds hke a paradox, 
but the world 1s full of them I refer to an in- 
divldual, normal himself, a good, law-abldmg, con- 
structwe member of a community, but who carrles 
the hereditary trait In his germ cells of epllepsy or 
feeble-mindedness or lnsanity Such an lnd~vidual 
can't posslbly be sterhzed under our exlstlng 
scheme of thmgs It 1s asking too much It m ' t  
falr to ask that ~ndlvldual to give up  In essential all 
of hls or her sex hfe by a sterihzat~os lpvolving the 
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removal of the sex glands, and ~t is asking too much 
of that individual to run the risk of over-balancing 
the instincts by an operation which does not involve 
removal but merely lzgature of the ducts of the sex 
glands 

You see, that person, although he may be normal, 
if he carrles one of these non-eugenic traits is apt 
to be a person whose nervous organization and 
whose physlologlcal organization cannot stand over- 
much strain You cannot afford to work out an 
operative technique, as I see it, on an mdiv~dual of 
that kind and run a chance of over-balancmg an 
already too finely-drawn nervous relationship in 
that mdlvidual Therefore, contraceptive methods 
remam as the chlef instrument by which an indivl- 
dual of that kmd can be left a constructive member 
of society Recogmzing as they would their own 
potentiality for evil in the next generation, the 
chances are extremely good that they would use 
wisely and intelligently and for the great good of 
civilization contraceptive methods That type of 
person will never be reached, I beheve, or will not 
be reached mthm hundreds of years by any method 
of sterilization, because he himself is normal 

Artrfinal Selectzon 

Artificial selection is certainly coming It is the 
basis of all eugenic movements D r  Drysdale 
spoke about it thls morning H e  said that he has 
realized how in England the problem a t  present 1s 
one chiefly of quality I should like to draw your 
attention to how very true that is as applied to thls 
country No country has ever tried such a biological 
experlment, elther m its domesticated plants or ani- 
mals or in its population, as we are trying a t  the 
present time W e  have an immense dlvers~ty of 
racial elements In this country, and we don't know, 
possibly, how they are gomg to mix W e  don't 
know, possibly, what the hybrid resulting is going 
to be W e  don't know whether some of the ele- 
ments are mixable W e  don't know whether we can 
mix them a t  all, or whether they wdl segregate like 
011 from water and form here and there in the great 
clties l~ t t l e  ghettoes, like regions whlch stand off 
from our civll~zation and never mll  mix W e  don't 
know anything about it It 1s much as though a 
small boy was pven charge of a soda fountain and 
he looked at  all the various apparatus which squlrt 
out the syrups of different kinds and he saw cherry, 
pineapple, chocolate, coffee, vandla, strawberry, 
raspberry, lemon and orange, and he said, "Aren't 
we a great and wonderful soda fountam? I am go- 
ing to have some fun," whereupon he proceeded to 
mlx together various comblnatlons of these d~ffer- 
ent syrups Some of them fused and some of them 
dldn't, some made a lovely combmation and some 
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Bwth Control - contraceptive methods - says, 
"You shall make those mxtures as nearly as pos- 
sible In controlled quantities You shan't turn up  
the nozzles of all those thlngs and squirt them all 
together just as hard as you can mto a great 
Niagara-like stream of syrup of all sorts of flavors 
You shall go slow You must take your tlme and 
do this in an orderly way so that if one mlxture 
turns out to be extremely bad ~t can be poured off 
w~thout too much waste or suffering, ~t can be got- 
ten r ~ d  of " 

It is a logical, sane brake on the speed of clv~hza- 
tion, and ~f any country ever needed ~ t ,  if any coun- 
try was faced with the absolute necessity of going 
slow and studymg as it goes, we are that country 
as we stand today 

I happen to be workmg m a part of the country 
where that problem is not as acute as it 1s here in 
New York I happen to be worklng m Maine 
where the proportion of the old New England stock 
is very, very h ~ g h  That, as I sald here the other 
day in discussion, I conslder an anchor, one of those 
places In the soda fountaln where the label reads, 
for instance, "Yankee Stock " I don't want to see 
that part~cular element In the situation rmxed up, 
or mauled up  I want to keep it the way a chem~st 
would prize a store of chemcally pure substance 
that he wants to use for testmg, that he wants to 
use for definite purposes when a certam element is 
needed But ~t is very dlfficult to bring that about 
The whole tendency is to grow, to grow in slze, to 
import forelgn labor to run the abandoned farms 
of man The whole tendency is to consider the eco- 
nomic rather than the biologrcal viewpomt 

Chances of Sumval  

I should like to say, in closing, that there is one 
general principle in t h ~ s  matter of Birth Control 
which I thlnk we can all see together, whether we 
are sociologists or economwts or biologists, or no 
matter what we are, that is somewhat as follows 
The history of all forms of hfe and of all forms of 
social or economic organization shows that in event 
of a cns~s,  m event of a changmg environment of 
any kind, that organism, or that social organiza- 
tion, or that economic organization perslsts which 
has to its environment, to ~ t s  surroundmgs a simple 
relationship The more complicated the relation- 
ship, the less chance of survlval if the environment 
changes, the more specialized and the more beautl- 
fully adapted to a certain hablt of life, the more 
dlfficult to subsist if there 1s a change In the sur- 
roundings which upsets that habit of life Among 
the insects, for instance, we find lots of forms 

gave a most unpleasant fe&g (Contawed on page 967) 



Ordinary Days in China 

E poor we have w ~ t h  us always " It IS only 
necessary to vislt one Chinese c ~ t y  to fo~rii a '"I? 

real conception of what ~t means to be genumely 
poor 

Thls year there IS the usual annual famine Be- 
fore the snow had melted on the hdlsldes, lt was no 
uncommon slght to see thousands of famll~es tear- 
mg the bark from trees and dlgglng m the ground 
for grass and herb roots, or fillmg then starvmg 
stomachs wlth "Goddess of Mercy clay"whlc11 
temporar~ly reheves the gnawlng paln The suf- 
ferer who mdulges m t h ~ s  ed~ble earth soon passes 
Into delmum and death Somet~mes ~t IS a flood 
that devastates the gram lands, thls year ~t IS a long 
drought-the most severe In seventy years 

Chlna, wlth ~ t s  half-blll~on populat~on, needs no 
famme to produce ~ t s  quota of beggars It IS esti- 
mated that one-fifth the populat~on of Peklng are 
professlonal or occaslonal mendlcants Smce the 
overthrow of the Manchu dynasty In 1911, revolu- 
tlon has followed revolution In almost ceaseless 
routme Thls state of agitation has dr~ven thous- 
ands from then- homes and vdlages A~rnless m 
them peregnnat~ons, they grav~tate to the centers 
where food would log~cally ordlnardy be most 
plent~ful-the clt~es These lmpecunlous refugees 
may or may not return to them former place of 
abode "We have no food" IS the ep~tome of them 
wad 

The bandlt-soldlery of Chma IS also respons~ble 
for ~ncreasmg the poverty of these occaslonal alms- 
seekers Marauders from rmlltary orgamzations 
have over-run the lmpoverlshed farms, lootmg, 
sackmg, de,stroymg, and leav~ng wholesale poverty, 
destltut~on and death in them wake 

Chzld Beggars 

Swarms of ch~ldren are sent Into the by-ways to 
sollcit "cumsha " They may scatter Into groups of 
two or more, for a lone offspring IS rare among the 
very poor The fore~gn settlements have, untll re- 
cently, been fa~rly  ~mmune from lnvaslon by these 
undes~rables, though the natlve quarters teem wlth 
them It IS unnecessary to possess an extraordmary 
imag~nat~on to v~suahze the condltlons that would 
exlst were the Fore~gn Settlements-Shanghal f o ~  
~nstance-to have thew extra-territorial prlvlleges 
withdrawn 

These hordes of beggars are almost the first 
v~vld lmpress~on a tourlst recelves of Peklng I n  
passages frequented by foreigners they are lmed 
u p  hke p~ckets m a fence All are dlrty, some c r~p-  

pled, some defomed, thousands bhnd from blrth 
or rendered so for the purpose of belng utdlzed as 
beggars, for Chma stdl cap~tallzes her mendlcants 
Women unable to support themselves and capable 
of reploducmng only lmheclle progeny, contmue to 
fill the mfantlle ranks who prey upon the chaw 
table It 1s qmte ~mposs~ble to dlscrlmlnate between 
the filthy rags of thew scant coverlng and the ex- 
posed port~ons of thelr bodles From the depths of 
a muddy rag-plle or the lnterlor of a tattered scarc- 
crow comes the d~smal whmne, "We have no food ' 

SntaU Change 

These wietches frequent every quarter of the 
city Exchange booths, where, for convenience, one 
changes money mto smaller denommatlons, are cer- 
tam to be popular rendesvous for these crmglng 
humans For exped~ence In the settlement of trivlal 
accounts, such as r~cksha fares, ~t 1s ~mperatlve to 
have always on hand a small amount of subs~dlary 
currency, In addlt~on to a quant~ty of the large 
copper cents whlch are the bane of every fore~gner 
A t  the present tnne a srlver Mexican or Yuan Shih- 
k a ~  dollar may be sub-dmded a t  the money ex- 
change shop ~ n t o  SIX twenty-cent pieces and seven 
or e~gh t  coppers The twenty-cent pleces re-ex- 
changed net forty copper cents each, each cent has 
a ~ a l u e  of ten cash When Pekmg was mfllcted 
w ~ t h  a recognized "Beggars' Gulld" ~t was custom- 
ary for a delegation to vlslt every shop in the clty 
once a day A t  least one cash was levled upon the 
shop-keeper, and unless t h ~ s  or a greater sum was 
forthcommg to appease the demands of the organ- 
~za t~on ,  the mob remained a t  the door of the shop 
importuning the owner In such vociferous tones 
that hls trade deserted him 

No temple IS w~thout thls rabble who hope to 
participate In the generosity of the superstltlous 
They grovel In the dust, kow-towlng, chln-chiming, 
extendmg claw-llke hands defiled by every known 
and a few mdefinable specles of filth and grlme 
Food palls and w~cker baskets are held out before 
one Not only are the Inland c ~ t ~ e s  Infected In t h ~ s  
manner, but steamers anchormg a t  rlver ports are 
surrounded bv squawking, sampan people who 
paddle alongside and reach up on the end of a long 
bamboo pole a receptacle In whlch they hope to 
have food or money deposited 

Some of these outcasts sprmg from famllles who 
have been professlonal mend~cants for many gen- 
eratlons They are prom~scuously mterbred The 
~ d e a  of segregation has never for one moment en- 



tered the minds of offic~als in whose power lies the 
remedy for abolishing the evil, or the establishment 
of institutions for precluding further propagation 
of these undesirable masses The majority suffer 
from one or more dlseases Leprosy is a prevalent 
a~lment among them Vict~ms in all ~ t s  h~deous 
stages drag themselves along the road crawhng and 
writhing under the feet of pedestr~ans and the 
wheels of vehicular traffic Cripples there are m 
multitudes who haunt the thoroughfares One won- 
ders if in all China there is an individual sound in 
body and limb Some of these cr~pples are genu- 
inely d~sabled, others merely fakirs A legless beg- 
gar will frequently grow these missmg members 
and develop surprising agil~ty in scampering away 
a t  sight of a policeman 

Dzrt and Dlseaseu 

Every malady enumerated in the l ~ s t  of human 
afflictions is to be found amongst this rabble, who 
roam about a t  will through Chinese cities, spread- 
mng dirt, evil and contammation Persons havmg 
every ind~cation of suffering from small-pox hold 
out then hands for alms Children m all stages of 
this disease are wrapped m a red blanket and car- 
ried about by their mothers who display no concern 
a t  the condition of their offspring Amongst the 
poor ~t is understood that exposure to small-pox is 
quite the procedure for infants "S'pose small baby 
d ~ e ,  maskee, s'pose large man d ~ e ,  very bad, have 
cost plenty chow, plenty clothes, plenty money 
Small baby no cost much money, maskee" I n  
other words, the cost of rearing 1s the pnme con- 
sideration If the child is predestined to d ~ e  of 
small-pox, economc pressure favors an early ar- 
rwal a t  the inevitable 

Kidnapping is a flourishing industry m which 
"loafers" and others engage The gigantlc ram&- 
cations of this crlmmal class are becoming better 
known m recent years, since the native population 
have acqulred suffic~ent confidence in the Municipal 
Police to report the kidnappmg of t he~ r  friends or 
children, who are seized and held for ransom 
Although the price of redempt~on is paid whenever 
possible, there are frequent fa~lures to produce the 
exorbitant sums demanded, and the vlctim is, as 
often as not, returned either mutilated or dead, or 
both, even after the ransom money has been paid 
A common practice is to  send an eye or an ear, 
sometimes a hand, when the first demand is not 
forthcoming Wealthy members of firms are by no 
means Immune from this form of blackmail The 
compradore of a British business house-one of the 
oldest foreign hongs in China-was recently seized 
when entering h ~ s  motor car to go to his office 
Seldom 1s a kidnapper apprehended I n  the for- 
elgn settlements they are severely dealt w ~ t h  when 
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brought before the courts ScA tences by the Shang- 
ha1 Mixed Court adin~t  of no appeal Dec~s~ons are 
rendered by a fore~gn consular representative and 
a Chinese mapstrate in unanimous agreement Na- 
tive courts are famous (or mfamous) for squeeze 
The outcome of a case is a foregone conclus~on be- 
fore lt is heard by the magistrate The best "fixer" 
is the best wlnner 

The Opum Menace 

Where dry Amer~ca has her problem of unde- 
sirable c ~ t i ~ e n s  engaged in bootlegging, China is 
confronted with the greater and infinitely more 
serious menace In the importation and growth of 
opium The Empress Dowager Tzu-hs~, made an 
attempt to suppress the use of opium m 1906 As 
early as 1729-nearly two hundred years before- 
an edict had been issued from the imperial throne 
proh~biting the sale of the drug and the openlng of 
oplum houses Fore~gn interests eventually became 
aroused, and an internat~onal opium commission 
met in Shanghai on February 1, 1909 A confer- 
ence for the discussion of the situation was held in 
1911, at  the Hague, In July, 1912, six months later, 
a second conference took place, and a third on 
June 15, 1914 

Vladivostock and some other fore~gn controlled 
ports along the Asiat~c coast, being under the j u rw  
dict~on of other than Chmese nat~onality, were not 
affected by t h ~ s  restr~ction A flour~shmg smug- 
ghng trade sprang up in consequence Op~um, 
herom, and cocame, ostensibly destined for one of 
these fore~gn ports, through conmvance wlth the 
sh~ps' crews, managed to become "lost in transit " 
The contraband was not to be found when the ship 
arrived a t  its destmat~on, wh~ch means that ~t was 
unloaded from the steamer at  some pre-arranged 
point in the v ~ c m t y  of Shanghai From tune to 
time syndicates are unearthed, m which milhons of 
taels are involved, and whose promoters are the de- 
spicable lower class of foreigners and Chmese, 
whose wealth renders them reasonably safe in na- 
tive courts through them ability to bribe, but in the 
Mixed Court them chances are dec~dedly unfavor- 
able Rival factions ascertain the probable arrival 
of contraband cargo and set about to devise some 
means of mtercepting it en route T h ~ s  mcentive 
to murder and banditry was little known in the days 
of the "Old Buddha," but today is prevalent m 
evely corner of the republlc Shanghai m particu- 
lar is suffering from an epidemc of it 

The hue and cry about child labor in foreign 
mills is purely propaganda to deflect trade from 
foreign factories to those operated by Chmese own- 
ers Where forelgn owners pay two and three cop- 
pers an hour for child labor, the native mill, engag- 

(Conttnued on page 261) 



Birth Control a t  the Paris Congress 
(Reported by EDITH HOW-MABTYN) 

B I R T H  CONTROL was not offic~ally ment~oned a t  tlic 
Congress of the Internatlonal Suffrage Alhance 

wh~ch has recently met m P a n s  The laws of hospitality 
made any formal abecuss~on impossible French women 
not only have no votes, parl~amentary o r  municipal, but 
a law passed in 1920 makes any propaganda for  Blrth 
Control ~l legal  I n  s p ~ t e  of thls obstacle, those of us who 
feel tha t  t ha t  lt is ult~mately the most v ~ t a l  of all ques- 
tlons not only t o  f e m ~ n ~ s t s  but t o  the race, need not be 
depressed by loslng such a chance as the Congress offered 
for a frank d~scusslon of the problem Such a s tate  of 
a f f a~ r s  In the country whlch has led the world in the prac- 
t ~ c e  of B ~ r t h  Control 1s regrettable Surely ~t would bc 
t o  the mterest of France t o  encourage other countr~es t o  
follow her example and t o  have populations with such a 
small Increase tha t  ~nternally ~t 1s easy t o  mamtam, and 
t o  Improve the standard of hving, whlle externally they 
are  no menace t o  thew ne~ghbors Enfranch~sed women 
w~l l  more easdy see t h ~ s  and w ~ l l  laugh a t  the Idea of for- 
b~ddmg  d~scus s~on  and propaganda on such a fundamental 
pa r t  of the femmst demand a s  B ~ r t h  Control 

When In Latin Europe and South Amer~ca and Asla, 
women are  c ~ t ~ z e n s  and not po l~ t~ca l l y  slaves, the Impetus 
t o  the spread of the Blrth Control movement wlll be lm- 
mense The  women themselves who gathered from forty 
countr~es of the world, representmg all the cont~nents, t o  
d~scuss some of them common problems were the best 
guarantee t ha t  the conscious regulat~on of the b ~ r t h  rate  
would In the near future become the most v ~ t a l  means for 
human welfare They are hovermg near the quest~on, they 
are g e t t ~ n g  warm, a s  the chddren say when someone IS 

near the hldden object, and before long they w ~ l l  see they 
cannot forever d~scuss cbdd welfare, protect~on of In- 
fancy, insurance fo r  mothers, f amly  allowances, the agc 
of consent, the age of marriage, the nghts  of the marrled 
woman, the status and care of the unmarned mother and 
her ch~ld,  the equal moral standard, the condhons of 
prost i tut~on,  the need for women polwe and In general 
all the laws and customs which d~scnmmate  unfa~r ly  
agamst women, w~thout  comlng sooner o r  later, and the 
sooner the better, t o  the bedrock quest~on, t o  the dlscus- 
mon of the sexual relat~ons of human bangs  and t o  the 
undoubted rlght of the woman not only t o  the full control 
of her sex l ~ f e  but  also t o  the knowledge wh~ch gwes hcr 
the means t o  declde how, when and under what condhons 
nhe w~l l  gwe chlldren t o  the world 

Unoffic~ally and m pnvate  conversat~ons lt was ev~dent  
tha t  thoughtful women In many countries are  pondenng 
much over the relat~ons of the sexes, over undes~red mater- 
nlty and over the prevalence of abo r t~on  I n  Aus t r~a ,  
Switzerland and Germany, laws t o  p e r m ~ t  abor t~on In the 
early stages of pregnancy have been brought forward 
The  penalt~es a g a ~ n s t  abor t~on have been mltlgated In 
many countr~es It has t o  be made very clear tha t  Blrth 
Control has nothmg In common w ~ t h  abort~on,  and tha t  
t l ~ c  proper teachlng of Bmth Control IS the best means 
of dealmg w ~ t h  abortlon by makmg ~t q u ~ t e  unnecessary 
No penalt~es wdl deter women, rendered desperate by un 
des~rcd pregnancies, from resortmg t o  l t  

The Need for Bzrth Control 

B ~ r t h  Control 1s needed In countrles where the popula- 
tion IS small a s  well as  where i t  1s large, for  as  one woman 
remarked-"lf a mother has more children than she can 
feed and rear properly the total  slze of the populat~on 
of her country does not much affect her problem" I n  
England and Hungary B ~ r t h  Control is on the program 
of the socret~es affihated t o  the Internatlonal I n  several 
other countrles efforts t o  put  ~t on the programs are  
bemg made 

The  Congress demanded the r a l s~ng  of the age of con- 
sent t o  18, the aboht~on of the regulat~on of prost l tut~on,  
an  equal moral standard, women pol~ce and world peace 

The  open meetmgs of the Alllance were splend~dly a t -  
tended by the French publ~c,  and agaln and agam enthu- 
siasm a a s  aroused t o  the h~ghest  p ~ t c h  by the fine qua l~ ty  
of the speeches and by them sincer~ty T o  old suffrage 
workers, ~t seemed famlhar enough t o  have meetmgs t o  
show tha t  women demand~ng votes a re  stdl women and 
not some strange kmd of monsters, tha t  there really a re  
men holdmg respons~ble positrons who support votes for 
women, tha t  women really a re  md~gnan t  a t  the d ~ s a b ~ l ~ t ~ e s  
mposed on them by the Code Napoleon, but t o  have a 
meetmg, entlrely addressed by women members of Parlla- 
ment drawn from four contments, was indeed a wonderful 
dream reahzed, t o  have a packed demonstrat~on In f a v o ~  
of peace and a League of Natlons, addressed by women 
from fifteen countr~es and every cont~nent  of the world, 
seemed ~ndeed a happy omen for the e f t s  wh~ch free 
women w~l l  brmg t o  c ~ v ~ h z a t ~ o n  

At  the next meeting of the Alllance In 1929 the progress 
of the Internat~onal  movement for B ~ r t h  Control should 
be such tha t  ~ t s  omlsslon from the program would be lm- 
possible 
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BIRTH CONTROL THE TRUE EUGENICS 
Mothers W h o  Refuse to Bear Unfit Chzldren 

There w only one practical program of Eugema That as Barth Control A Eugenrst, who as 
m t  a Barth ControUer, preaches a doctnne of despaar Compulsory stenlazatwn, compulsory celrbacy, 
complsory parenthood of the eugarcaUy fit--all these are ampracticable and contrary to human na- 
ture If we want to check the m~dttplicatwn of the unfit, let us put the power of choace mto the hands 
of the Mothers No woman wants to bear defectave chaldren, but so fa r  women have been helpless m the 
matter T m t  the Mothers, and gave them the power of Brrth Control These letters show how msely rt 
would br exercwed 

Bone Defitency 
Mlch~gan 

Here is my problem My first baby nearly developed 
nckets, although I took every precaut~on and care m re- 
gard to her feedmg In  two years another baby was com- 
ing So I made a pomt of ea t~ng  all foods that I thought 
would make bone and avoiding all bone destroymg ma- 
tenal In s p ~ t e  of aU my precaut~ons, my second baby's 
head was not properly developed, the back bone of the 
head bemg absent altogether T h ~ s  may not seem poss~ble, 
as the doctors a t  two hosp~tals have s a ~ d  they never saw 
anyth~ng hke ~t before But ~f extreme precaut~ons are 
not taken the bram may be mjured before the bone dc- 
velops 

Because of t h ~ s  lack in my body, I am a f r a ~ d  of what 
m~ght  result ~f I became pregnant agam I am a f r a ~ d  of 
the state the baby m~ght  be In I do not msh to run the 
r ~ s k  of beanng a deformed or a still-born baby 

Two Girl Frmds 
Oh10 

I am w n t ~ n g  to you not only for myself but for a dear 
gtrl fnend of mne, who 1s just 22 years old and has had 
3 bab~es The first baby was born ten months after she 
was married, and this baby was one year old when the 
second baby came, and now she has lost the thlrd baby 
The second baby is very weak and sickly, undernour~shetl 
and has had the nckets They have spent lots of money 
to puU tlus chdd through Thc other baby 1s not healthy 
e~ther, as both father and mother are weak and s~ckly 
The father is just 23 years old They are too young to 
have good, strong, healthy children Her  husband 1s as 
good as he can be to her, but they cannot help havmg 
so many chddren as they are ignorant on t h s  subject and 
don't know how to prevent ~t T h ~ s  dear grl is run down, 
very nervous and 1s s~mply ru~ned from havmg cluldren 
so close She always has a ternble t ~ m e  havmg her bab~es 
She has been to several doctors for help andthey all tell 

Drunken F~ther'~ Legacy her she 1s b d t  to have chldren close, and they also tell 
Tennessee her there 1s no sure preventwe to keep from havmg more 

God knows, IE you only knew what mlsery I am m and chddren She is almost prostrated and threatens to kdl 

could hear my prayers you would be somy for me I mar- * she gets that way agrun 

r ~ e d  when I was seventeen years old, and III ten months I N~~ I think 1s a sin for doctors to let such a dear 
had a baby boy He Is Just lifteen months and I mll soul suffer They sure have no hearts or they would help 

be God knows how I dread my her She 1s too young a prl to let me this way They are 
t m e  My husband is a dnnkmg man, and I am m constant poor people and she cannot hlre any of her work done, 
fear of havrng deformed chldren, caused by a drunken 

she has ~t all to do herself and works hard from momng father We are very poor and I don't want any morc 
chddren, as  I cannot care properly for the one I have until n~ght,  when she reaUy is not able to work They 

Everyone tells me that it 1s a sm to take anythmg to keep have had lots of bad luck7lots of 'lckness and her husband 

from being pregnant, but smce I have read your book I broke hls arm and was not to work Over two 

know better I don't want t o  destroy my health or my months and they have been to live and Pay rent 

commg baby's by taking any drugs I had rather have on $2 00 per day My husband and 1 try t o  help these 
this one and keep from bemg pregnant any more For  young people all we can as they are  very dear fnends of 
God's sake help me ours and we pity them as they have a hard way of gettmg 



along Now anythmg you can send me to help thls poor 
suffenng gml wdl certa~nly be appreciated by me and a 
God-send and bless~ng t o  her 

I w~ll now tell you a httle about myself I am 26 years 
old and my husband 26 years We have been marned two 
years and have no chddren I am a very small bullt person 
4 feet, 8 mches tall and wagh 95 Ibs My husband has 
taken me to specnahsts In several large c ~ t ~ e s  here m Ohlo 
and they all tell me I can never have a chdd m the nght 
way as I am bulk entirely too small, that the baby would 
have t o  be taken from me and then it 1s hkely t o  lull me 
and the baby Now these great doctors would not tell me 
anytlung to do, all they say IS be real careful and not have 
any babies Well, how can a person, ~f they are left in 
ignorance? I really don't thmk t h ~ s  world 1s rnn nght 

T h ~ s  wornes my husband and me both I have a very 
good husband and a mce home We both love ch~ldren 
and would certa~nly love t o  have a baby o r  two, if I could 
have them properly and if they would be strong, healthy 
bab~es But I don't want to d ~ e  so young and leave my 
husband I have just gotten over an operation for ap- 
p e n d ~ c ~ t ~ s  and I almost dled then I have always been 
weak, and have to doctor most all the time I know my 
chldren would not be strong, and I thnk  ~t is a sin for 
the dear httle bab~es t o  have t o  suffer I never thought 
of the danger of having ch~ldren, on account of me bang 
so small, before I was marned, m fact I &d not know 
about such dangers My husband and I love each other 
dearly and both of our parents are sat~sfied and that is 
why we got marned We are not sorry and hve very 
happy, only we have that one great worry 

Hope you can do someth~ng for my dear g~rl fnend and 
me, for ~t certainly is needed and mll be appreciated I 
put her first as she needs it really worse than me We 
will both do all we can for your good work or anyth~ng 
you ask Oh' if only the doctors would see as  you do, ~t 
would be a better world to h e  la and not so much d e r -  
1ng 

Epilepsy 
New York 

I have five chddren, the baby 1s just five months old and 
I have a httle boy that IS four gears old He  is helpless 
He  has ep~lepsy I am not very strong myself I am a f r a ~ d  
t o  have any more chddren 

A Daughter's Tragedy 
Cahforn~a 

I have a daughter who IS marr~ed She has had two 
baby boys, the most awful lookmg thmgs you ever saw, 
both of them are bhnd and covered with red blotches 

They never could at  up, could not hold their heads up 
Both of them were exactly ahke When they would raise 
them heads they would drop right down on their chests 
Oh dear, i t  1s worrymg the 11fe out of me and her too He  
had a d~sease one tame, but I could never find out just 
what, and I am sure ~t was an awful one, for just after 
they were marned, my daughter's haw, eyebrows and 
lashes fell out, and she broke out In awful looking p~mples 
I s  there no way so that she can have no more children 
I feel so sorry for the bab~es We wanted them so much, 
but they are such poor httle deformed th~ngs 

A Deformed Baby 
Oh10 

I have been marned nearly 6 years and am to be con- 
fined for the fourth time very shortly My oldest chdd 
w~ll only be 4 years and 5 months old a t  the t ~ m e  of this 
confinement My first 2 ch~ldren were strong and healthy 
and I also had good health after thew b~r th ,  but the 
thrrd one wh~ch would only have been 1 year old May 30th 
was badly deformed It had double hare-hp and cleft 
palate and double ingumal herma It was In a hosp~tal 
for 3 months and d ~ e d  there a t  the age of 6 months My 
health has been dechuing smce ~ t s  b ~ r t h  and it is little 
wonder I dread t h ~ s  confinement rcahz~ng the deform~ty 
of the last chtld and my own phys~cal health not bang 
very good 

Helpkss at 9 Years Old 
Kansas 

My baby is 14  months old, and the oldest one of four 
1s 9 and more care than a baby, has always been helpless 
We do not own a roof over our heads and I am so dis- 
couraged I want t o  die i f  nothlng can be done Can't you 
help me just once and then I know I can care for myself 
Ignorance on t h s  all ~mportant subject has put me where 
I am I don't know how to be sure of preventmg concep- 
tion I beg of you to help me and anyth~ng I can do t o  
help further your wonderful work I m11 do, only help me 
t h ~ s  once I not only have a terr~ble t m e  when I am con- 
fined, but carmg for the oldest chdd preys on my m~nd 
so that I fear more defect~ve children Help me please 

A Young Man's Problem 
New York 

I am a young man, 23 years old, marr~ed three years 
We have one baby g ~ r l  two years old There is another 
on the way which I did not w~sh to have, as I am a 
hab~tual drunkard Please tell me what to do to stop 
drlnkmg and lwe happy We do not want to have chd- 
dren who would be hke me, and I am not rich and don't 
earn much to have a b ~ g  fam~ly 
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Book Reviews 
T H E  INHERITANCE OF ACQUIRED CHARAC- 

TERISTICS,  by Paul  Kammerer B o n ~  and L~ve -  
nght ,  New York 

D R O F E S S O R  KAMMERER chose w~sely when he 
wrote on the lnher~tance of acquwed charac ter~s t~cs  

In a manner appealmg to  those unt ra~ned In sclence Most 
people, espec~ally ~deahsts, w~sh  t o  bel~eve tha t  thew 
acqu~red vlrtues, even ~f accompamcd by acqu~red vlces, 
a re  passed on t o  pos tc r~ty  The  author recognizes a s  the 
strongest forces a g a ~ n s t  t h ~ s  vlew the neo-Mendellan and 
neo-We~smanntan reac t~on t o  Lamarck~sm, together w ~ t h  
the reac t~on followng the great  war There has come 
about an  ~ntens~f ica t~on of na t~ona l l s t~c  and r a c ~ a l  con- 
sclousness opposed t o  a theory wh~ch teaches "that In- 
hentance--the passlng on of proudly referred-to race and 
caste charactenst~cs-1s not everyth~ng " 

The  author groups charactenst~cs ~ n t o  those tha t  rc- 
appear generet~on after  generat~on (hered~tary)  and 
those tha t  appear for the first t ~ m e  (acqu~red) H e  bc- 
heves t ha t  the lat ter  may become hered~tary H e  1s con- 
cerned therefore t o  prove t ha t  the newly acqu~red t r a ~ t s  
have never before appeared In the specles H e  a d m ~ t s  tha t  
~t 1s "frequently mfficult t o  d~stmgutsh between mher~ted 
and acqu~red oharacterist~cs " 

The  b~olog~cal  p a r t  of the book (233 pages) IS an  ac- 
count of m~scellaneous observat~ons and expenrnents 
Exact  da t a  a re  not glven, but t h ~ s  IS perhaps pardonable 
In a work of such scope The  expenmental b ~ o l o g ~ s t  
would, however, be more ~nterested ~f a smgle exper~ment 
were planned and performed t o  cn t~ca l l y  test the theory 
under d~scuss~on A careful revlew of the da ta  would re- 
quire a p u b l ~ c s t ~ o n  a t  least a s  extens~ve a s  the book ~ t -  
self A few ~nstances must therefore suffice t o  ~ l lus t ra te  
the nus~nterpretat~ons upon wh~ch the theory is founded 

MISS Hoge, workmg on Drosoph~la (the f m ~ t  fly) 
found tha t  a c e r t a ~ n  race possesses the sb111t.y t o  produce 
extra legs, ~f grown a t  low temperature Under normal 
temperature condlt~ons fl~es of t h ~ s  race develop normally 
The  c a p a c ~ t y  t o  develop extra appendages 1s mhented a s  
a Mendehan u n ~ t  In any envlronment Low temperature 
does not affect the hered~tary make-up In the least, ~t 
merely changes the appearance of ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l s  The  author 
d~s to r t s  the facts t o  g ~ v e  the impression tha t  any fly may 
develop extra legs In cold temperature and tha t  such a 
fly thereafter produces abnormal progeny In any en- 
vlronment nnefly, thnt  change In temperat~rre has 
changed heredltary make-up 

Matters of some theoret~cal mterest a re  attached t o  
certain evidence ( 2 )  from g r a f t ~ r g  expenments by W 
Fmkler Heads from mottled specimens of the ~nsect, 
Notonecta, were s a ~ d  t o  be grafted onto bod~es of the 
common uncolored form Under certam c o n d ~ t ~ o n s  the 
w h ~ t e  form became subsequently mottled I n  t h ~ s  case, 

before was t~ng  much thought on theoret~cal ~ m p l ~ c a t ~ o n s ,  
the revlewer would hke t o  see the head transplantation 
expenment repeated 

The  author has spent many years In experimental work 
w ~ t h  the obstetric toad and the spotted salamander Re- 
product~ve h a b ~ t s  In both spec~es and colorat~on In the 
salamander have been mod~fied by subjectmg the an~mals  
t o  d~fferent environmental cond~ t~ons  The  exper~ments 
are of mterest smce they show how env~ronment may 
mod~fy  ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l  t r a ~ t s  There IS also some ev~dence tha t  
the race has been mod~fied In ~ t s  hered~tary  compos~t~on 
but the select~on~st  could well argue tha t  the author, In 
choosmg for breedmg ~ndmdua l s  showmg greater modl- 
ficat~ons, brought about genet~c change by select~on 

Nowhere In the book 1s a smgle expenment reported 
showmg tha t  hered~tary  compos~t~on d~ffers  before and 
after  an  ~ n d m d u a l  acqulres a certam characterlstlc 
Such evldence and only such can be free from the sus- 
p w o n  of selection, and can cstabl~sh the theory of Lam- 
arek 

Human Applzcatzona 

I n  the eugen~cal p a r t  of the book, covenng 106 pages, 
Kammerer d~scusses the human a p p l ~ c a t ~ o n  of the theory 
He  firmly belleves tha t  m t h  the "lnher~tance of acqu~red 
charac ter~s t~cs  the proud ed~fice of human~ty's progress 
stands and falls" Democrat~c and s o c ~ a l ~ s t ~ c  pract~ces,  
~mprovement of cond~ t~ons  for human~ty,  are cons~dered 
by some a s  contrary t o  Darwmsm "All measures for 
human welfare, such as med~c~ne  and hyg~ene are  t o  be 
considered only a s  obstacles t o  progress" I n  contrast 
t o  t h ~ s  the author holds tha t  the real Da rw~n~sm,  llke 
soc~ahsm, 1s a doctnne of "upward development" and 
must concern ~tself  w ~ t h  masses "In the hght  of such an 
~n t e rp re t a t~on  the theory of Natural  Select~on 1s not un- 
soc~ahs t~c ,  for  ~ t s  war-cry, 'let the best man wm,' e11m1- 
nates the prerogatwes of b ~ r t h  and money " 

Races are mod~fied by env~ronment, "wh~tes and blacks 
bccommg I n d ~ a n ~ z e d  In America, Europeans In the F a r  
East  hecommg Mongohzed -The hair of A f r ~ c a n  
colon~sts eventually becomes curly " One wonders when 
readmg these statements whether the ch~ef role In r a c ~ a l  
mod~ficat~on has not been played by crosslng rather than 
by the total  of all the energles of nature preva~hng In 
atmosphere and food, In clme and sod The  revlewer 
has not observed any extens~ve I n d ~ a n ~ z a t ~ o n  of the wh~tes  
and blacks In Amer~ca  

The  author 1s In favor of co-operat~on, of mutual a ~ d ,  
and of chdd adop t~on  wh~ch he cons~ders of l ~ t t l e  nsk  slnce 
even ch~ldren of mfe r~o r  parentage can be greatly lm- 
proved by proper envlronment These factors wdl perma- 
nently lmprove the human race by developmg a s p m t  of 
a l t m ~ s m  

As regards reproduct~on In old age, evd a s  well as  good 



may be t ransm~t ted  The  wealth of experience and w~s-  
dom are  good, hut vnth these rn~ght  also be transm~ttcd 
a statc  of bemg blase and prematurely fa t~gued There 
IS, however, held out the posslb~hty of galnlng the former 
wh~le avo~dmg the lat ter  by means of rcjuvcnat~on 
through glandular treatments "Propagat~on a t  a ma- 
ture age, af ter  a llfe crowded m t h  valuable experlences- 
verily, t h ~ s  would be an   deal reahzat~on ~ f ,  ~n s p ~ t e  of 
the number of years hved through, youthful strength 
st111 makes t h ~ s  poss~ble " 

"Negat~ve" or  select~ve eugenlcs 1s favored but  wc 
should not s top there "Pos~t~ve" or product~ve eugenlcs 
means the u t ~ l ~ z a t ~ o n  of the p r ~ n c ~ p l e  of the mher~tancc 
of acqu~red charac ter~s t~cs  Select~on 1s but a cleans~ng 
and s ~ f t ~ n g  process, whle new r a c ~ a l  acquls~t~ons  must 
be gamed by c u l t ~ v a t ~ n g  better h a b ~ t s  untd these becomc 
~ n s t ~ n c t ~ v e  

"The hered~ty  of acquwed charactenst~cs 1s a means, 
the a p p l ~ c a t ~ o n  of wh~ch 1s left t o  us It 1s left t o  us t o  
use ~t for  regeneratwe o r  degenerative ends " Although 
the revlewer does not accept the mam t h e m  of the author, 
he 1s not t o  be numbered among the ca lam~ty  howlers who 
see In amehorat~on of cond~ t~ons  for  the m d ~ v ~ d u a l  thc 
sccds of rum for  the race A p o s ~ t ~ v e  select~ve eugenlcs 
may mprove upon natural  selection, developmg new and 
h~ghe r  types S tenhza t~on,  of wh~ch the author approves, 
1s an  element In the negatwe phase of select~ve eugcnlcs 
He  makes no ment~on of B ~ r t h  Control whlch 1s a very 
Important factor  m the p o s ~ t ~ v e  program of selectwc 
eugenlcs P W WHITING 

THE REPRESSION O F  CRIME, by H a r r y  Elmer 
Barnes George H Doran and Co , New York $2 50 

H E  folly of a penal system wh~ch dcmorahres the 
Tcnmmal, and a t  the same t m e  exposes soc~ety t o  h ~ s  
at tacks and depredat~ons 1s well brought out In t h ~ s  
volume Professor Barnes, however, does not mdulge In 
p h ~ h p p ~ c s  Fgalnst our methods of t reatmg cr~mmals  HIS 
book 1s a careful ana lys~s  of the whole subject H e  traces 
the h ~ s t o r y  and development of penal codes and methods 
of dealmg w ~ t h  c r ~ m ~ n a l s  In the Amencan Colon~es, w ~ t h  
specla1 reference t o  Pennsylvan~a, where the greatest de- 
velopments of the earher pe r~od  were made H e  then 
analyzes the present system and shows the m p o s s ~ b ~ l ~ t y  
of expect~ng tha t  the treatment of pnsoners of the kmd 
usual In the U n ~ t e d  States should effect any reform H e  
p o d s  out tha t  each cr~nunal  1s necessar~ly free for 
shorter o r  longer penods, w ~ t h  the almost certamty tha t  
durmg h ~ s  penods of freedom he w ~ l l  war upon soc~ety,  
and do  h ~ s  utmost t o  "get even" for the treatment tha t  
soc~ety  has gwen h m  wh~le In prlson Professor Barnes 
leaves the reader w ~ t h  the clear conv~ctlon t ha t  only by 
a complete change In methods of treatment, can we hope 
t o  lessen cnme, t o  protect soc~ety, and t o  rehabllkate 
those c r~mmals  who are psych~cally fit t o  take thew places 
agaln In normal soclal llfe A G P  

T H E  SCIENCE O F  BIOLOGY, by George G Scott, 
P h  D T Y Crowcll, New York 

a u t h o ~  has t ncd  t o  cram too much matella1 mto TZ book H e  wntes m all fields from paIeontoIog~, 
through hlstonc b~ology, t o  detalls of anatomy and classl- 
ficat~on Every known "ology" except psychology is 
touched upon and treated hastdy 

Though ~t contams a tremendous q u a n t ~ t y  of material, 
whtch 1s ~l lustrated 1x1 many cases w ~ t h  sub-freshman 
quahty draw~ngs, the book probably would be most ~ n t e r -  
e s t ~ n g  t o  persons not acquamted w ~ t h  any sort of b~ology, 
but who wlsh t o  cover an  exhaust~ve resume of the subject 

Thls volume 1s a h y b r ~ d  between a sc~ent~fic and a popu- 
la r  pomt of v~ew-not technical o r  au thonta t~ve  enougl~ 
t o  be referred t o  by those desmng a sc~ent~f ic  outlook, 
and yet a b ~ t  too d~scouragmg to  a n  ut ter  layman 

B W JOHNSON. A M 

GENETICS  AND EUGENICS, by W E Castle, Sc  D , 
P h  D H a w a r d  Umvers~ty  Press, Cambridge, Mass 

D R CASTLE'S book IS a splend~d type of authorlta- 
tlve reference book ~n genctlcs and eugenlcs HIS 

long servlce In the field of exper~mental b~ology quahfics 
h ~ m  t o  wnte  on t h ~ s  subject I n  h ~ s  preface, D r  Castle 
states t ha t  he w~shes t o  present In smple and ~ntelhgtble 
form, the subject of heredlty In man, ammals, and plant9 
T h ~ s  he has succeeded In domg In a n  excellent comp~latton 
of recent sc~cnt~fic ach~evements In expenmental b~ology 
The  book also supphes a falrly extens~ve b~bhography 

I n  readmg Chapter X X V I I  (Are Umt-Characters 
[Genes] Constant or  Vanable?) there IS jus t  a nuance 
of Professor Castle's old ~ d c a  of the p o s s ~ b ~ h t y  of modlfi- 
ablllty of the gene Inasmuch a s  he spent many years on 
the hooded ra t  experiment in the behef t ha t  he was g e t t ~ n g  
thls mod~ficat~on, rather  than s~mply  a n  effect of select~on, 
~t would be surprlsmg ~f he were wllllng t o  entlrely re- 
l ~ n q u ~ s h  the ~ d e a  mthout  conclus~ve personal conv~c t~on  
I n  s p ~ t e  of many s ta r thng  present-day exper~mental rc- 
sults, the ma jon ty  of sc~entists, however, stdl s t ~ c k  t o  the 
behef t ha t  the nature of the gene IS ent~rely unchangeable 

B W J  

UNDERSTANDING OUR CHILDREN,  by Frederick 
P ~ e r c e  E P Dutton & Co , New York 

a HIS 1s a volume by a practical consultmg psycholo- 
grst, t o  whom hundreds of pnrents have comc for 

sclcnt~fic ~ d c a s  and methods for  ndjustlng both thc no1 mal 
and the d~fficult chdd to  ~ t s  cnv~ronment I n  ~t Frcdcr~ck 
P~e rce  outhncs In a lucid manner, accompan~ed by 11lum1- 
natmg ~nstanccs, the mental content of the ch~ld's naturc 
from mfancy through adolcsccncc, and shows how thc In- 
tcll~gent and Informed parent can develop the ch~ld's char- 
acter m a construct~vc manner and a progresswe dlrec- 
t ~ o n  

ALISON HASTINSG 
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"The Na tion's Backbone " 

A T the t m e  he married Mmn~e, Joe was a 
young fisherman, among the best of them 

along the coast of Southern and Lower Calmforn~as 
His  father had come to  the coast from Italy m the 
'eight~es, and after settlmg In San Pedro, then an 
insigmficant seaport, had gone into the fishing bun- 
ness The old man was a ploneer of the now thnv- 
mg fishing mdustry m San Pedro harbor and had 
started h ~ s  boys, of whom Joe was the oldest, m 
fishmg and marketing as soon as the~r  years per- 
mitted 

Joe now had a fa~r-sized fishmg smack and a set 
of good nets, not quite p a ~ d  for yet, ~t is true, but 
being paid off gradually w ~ t h  the profits of his 
catches Bes~des, he had a nearly paid for lot in 
a promismg part of San Pedro and had close to a 
thousand dollars m the bank L ~ f e  looked good to 
Joe-that IS, if he ever stopped to thmk about hfe, 
for Joe, w ~ t h  h ~ s  youth and health, was a creature 
of the moment, of instmcts As  to Mmnie, h ~ s  
seventeen-year-old Itahan-Amencan br~de, she 
shared most of Joe's not~ons about thmgs 

Joe was a hard-working boy-everybody s a ~ d  
that And he was a good boy-good to h ~ s  mother, 
the dark-faced, fiery-eyed Italian woman who had 
brought him up  in the fear of God and made hlm 
go to church every Sunday, to attend mass and hear 
the priest, and to confession and cornmumon as 
often as she thought was necessary for the ultmate 
salvatmn of h ~ s  immortal soul 

I n  short, Joe was one of the fellows who consti- 
tute the backbone of t h ~ s  matchless nat~on of ours 
H e  was an up-an'-comm' young fisherman, a fa~th-  
ful husband to Mmnie, and a good father as chl- 
dren began to troop mto hfe 

And when Joe and Mmnme were wed a l~ t t l e  over 
seven years, the Lord-who, m HIS ~nscrutable 
w~sdom, 1s mterested m young and properly mar- 
ried couples m t h  the view of contmumg the human 
race in general and this mcomparable meltmg pot 
in particular-blessed them w ~ t h  a paw of twms, 
thereby boostmg the number of t he~ r  children, all 
at  once, from five to seven 

On the morning following the b~ r th  of the twins 
M ~ n n ~ e  lay in bed, her young-old~sh face haggard 
and yellow, her dark eyes large, hquld and sunk 
deep into the sockets, her black o ~ l y  hair loose and 
straggly, and the bare arm that lay exposed on the 
red quilt flabby and weary Close by her s ~ d e  re- 

posed the latest additions to the famdy, wrapped in 
wh~te rags and a gray blanket w ~ t h  yellow borders, 
and alongside the bed stood a d~lap~dated baby car- 
riage contaming an infant thirteen months of age 

Joe stood a t  the foot of the bed, showmg little 
enthus~asm for the new members H e  reahzed, a t  
least vaguely, that they were m no way responsible 
for their coming, that, mndeed, he himself was in 
no s l~ght  measure to blame for ~ t ,  but he could not 
feel happy about them 

"Yuh aw'right, Minn~e?" he asked the woman i~ 

bed, his face drawn with concern 
"Oh, guess so," answered Mmn~e, weakly 

"Yuh be aw'right, Minnie Be up an' round soon 
How's-how're the babies?" 

" 'Sleep," s a ~ d  Mmnnie, br~efly Then "Where 
th' chd ren, Joe?" 

But before Joe could answer there was a sudden 
crash m the adjommg room, followed by a shriek 
then a wall 

"Jesus, Joe, see what happen now!" cr~ed Mm- 
nle, terrified, half rlsing In her bed 

Joe hurried out, a hard muttered oath in his 
breast As he opened the door he saw the dm~ng- 
loom flooded The children had overturned a port- 
able tub full of water mn wh~ch the nurse had bathed 
the newly-borns a few hours before and wh~ch they 
had neglected to empty and put away The five- 
year-old Tony was fa~rly  drenched with the unclean 
111-smelling water, and now waded m &comfort 
Joey and M ~ n n ~ e  stood around m bewildered, half 
amused silence, prepared to flee mstantly, but stdl 
awa~ting developments on the spot, whde the three- 
year-old Antoinette sat in the water on the floor, 
splashmg about and shr~ekmg delightedly 

Joe surveyed the scene for a moment from the 
doorway, then closed the door, and was about to 
begm an mvest~gat~on of the calamity when Fanny 
entered from the kitchen 

Fanny was h ~ s  slster-m-law, the w ~ f e  of his 
youngest brother She had come to Joe's two days 
before to take care of the children and attend to 
the household work during Minnie's confinement 

"What happened now?" cried Fanny "Oh, my 
L o ~ d  1"-noticmg the overturned tub and water on 
the floor 

"Who d ~ d  1t2" demanded Joe sternly, grabblng 
Tony's wet arm 



"He dld ~ t ,  papa, hlsself," voluntzered Jwy, 
whde Tony continued to wad 

"God In Heaven!" exclauned Fanny, plcklng up  
the httle girl from the floor and placmg her on a 
cham "They're ddnv~n' me crazy!" 

'6 Not s' loud, Fanny ," pleaded Joe In a low tone, 
motlonlng toward Minn~e's room Fanny gave h m  
a long, contemptuous stare, whlch upset hlm for a 
whde "Aw'r~ght, get th' hell out m th' yardl" he 
then ordered the chlldren "An', Joe, watch out 
they don' go m th' street See th' gate's shut " 

"You am't gonna chase 'm out hke that-all wet 
-are you?" demanded Fanny, selzlng Tony's 
hand, and glarlng at Joe mth her dark lndlgnant 
eyes, her lips twltchmg wlth the deslre to glve hlm 
a plece of her mlnd "He'd catch cold, sure 'S he's 
ahvel Change h ~ s  clo'hes, an' Antomette's tool" 

Joe comphed meekly, and after seelng the klds 
safely mto the yard, where he told them to stay and 
behave, he found h~mself on the back porch fac~ng 
Fanny, whose dark, large face was at  the moment 
ammated by an expression that threw Joe Into a 
panic Fanny was a robust young woman, and as 
she stood there, her arms akimbo, she glared fiercely 
at  hlm, her thlck tongue searchmg for words wlth 
whlch to express her rage 

"Say," she burst out a t  last, "you're the blggest 
boob I ever seen1 You go an' get twins as ~f you 
dldn't have a blg enough famlly already Twins! 
An' poor Mlnn~e's all ~n-all yella an' blue In 'er 
face Don' know whatsamarer w ~ t h  you W O ~ S  

Ain't got no consideration for nobody, not e'en 
you'self Aln't sa'isfied t' have a new baby every 
year, but t w e m a y b e  three, nex' tlmet" 

Fanny would have gone on her wlth her speech, 
had not the nurse, who returned a t  thls moment, to 
Joe's rehef, Interrupted her 

T H E N  for days Joe was perplexed by thoughts 
the hke of which had not disturbed hts mmd 

before Fanny cont~nued to berate him for what 
she cons~dered his mborn wop ambitlon to have a 
large famrlv or, perhaps, hls stupldlty in connec- 
t ~ o n  w ~ t h  provid~ng hlmself with offsprmg Besides, 
there were other people who began to irrltate Joe 
with remarks about the twms 

"Yuh kmda strong, eh, Joe?" s a ~ d  one of the men 
at  Flsh Harbor "Well, t'at's not'ing-my woman 
she one time had t'ree-treeples, but t'ey he,  all 
t'ree t'ey dle " 

And other men at  the Fish Hwbor, Italians m d  
Dalmat~ans, k~dded h ~ m  about hls success m ralslng 
a famlly, at  whlch Joe smrled, but qu~ te  mirthlessly, 

resentmg thew talk w ~ t h  all the feroclty of h ~ s  Latm 
nature, but he controlled h~mself, wlth a good deal 
of effort, knowmg from experience that the best 
way to stop vexlng talk was to pretend to hke ~t 

"Oh, lo, Joe, old boy, how's t r~cks? Tams  aw'- 
r~ght ,  eh7 Well, maybe do stdl better nex' tlme, 
what yuh say, Joe'" 

Or " 'Lo, Joe! Say, yuh're righ' there wlth th' 
goods when ~t come to do a job, I tella the worl' 
'Atta boy, Joe, yuh b'lieve m fixm' ~t up f'r falr 
when yuh're at  ~t-yuh sure do! Haw-haw-haw!" 

These remarks tantahzed Joe, for he was none 
too q u ~ k  w~tted,  he could seldom think of anything 
suitable to say, so he just smlled and blt h ~ s  tongue 

About thls tlme he was beglnmng to reallze that 
he was rather badly off finanaally Two of the 
ch~ldren had had measles a month before the blrth 
of the twms, wh~ch had put a hole In hls pocket 
Now the expense of the nurse, the doctor, and the 
rest H e  needed a new net, h ~ s  boat should be put 
on the ways, the englne needed ovrhaul~ng, pay- 
ments had to be made on the house, the f l~wer ,  the 
new gas stove, the children must have cloth~ng, 
Christmas was commg, they would have to have a 
new baby carnage, and he would have to glve some- 
thmg to the priest who would chrlsten the twms 

"Sure 's hell!" Joe mumbled to h~mself 
Then suddenly one day, shortly after Mlnnie had 

got up and the bab~es had been properly baptized, 
Joe came to a declsion that bewildered hlm e\en 
more M ~ n n ~ e  and he would not have any more 
chddrenl These twms were the last Seven was 
enough for any woman to have and for any man 
to support I n  fact, ~f one considered everythmg 
seven were too many-a burden 

Joe conf~dently hehewd, Indeed knew, that Ec 
and M ~ n n ~ e  would h r q  no Illore chddren Into the 
world H e  knew that there was a method of pre- 
venting the blrth of unwanted ch~ldren, though he 
was unfam~l~ar  wlth the technique H e  had come 
sufficiently In contact with the slnful world to know 
that there was a safe and sure way of domg that 
H e  dec~ded to have a talk wlth M ~ n n ~ e ,  for he sus- 
pected that In order to practlce Bmth Control suc- 
cessfully he would have to have her co-operat~on 

But Joe could not brmg himself to discuss with 
hls wlfe thls, to h ~ m ,  all-important matter I n  111s 
mind hovered the d~smaymg thought that ~t way a 
sm, a mortal sm, to even thmk of such a thing, 
somethmg monstrously immoral, wrong before God 
2nd man, and he feared that ~t would be enor- 
mously mole w~cked of him to el en suggest such an 
evil t h o ~ ~ g h t  to Mlnnie, who was a good, rel~gious 
Gad-fearmg woman 

(To  be conltnued) 



Bzrth Control Revzew 

News I 
UNITED STATES 

New York 
ROM headquarters of the American Birth Con- 

trol League m New York comes the announce- 
ment of a World Population Conference to be held 
in Geneva next year The date of the Conference 
is August 3lst-September 2, 1927 It will be held 
In the Conservatoire de Mus~que, Geneva, under 
the presidency of D r  C C L~tt le ,  President of the 
University of Michigan and also President of the 
International Birth Control League Other officeis 
of the Conference are Mrs Margaret Sanger and 
D r  C V Drysdale of England, Honorary Secre- 
taries, Mrs Juliet B Barrett Rublee of New 
York and M r  Clinton Chance of England, Honor- 
ary Treasurers, and Mrs Edith How-Martyn, 
Conference Secretary The Program Committee 
lncludes Professor Raymond Pearl, of Johns 
Hopkins, Professor Edward M East of Harvard, 
President C C Little of Michigan Unwersity, 
D r  Whittredge Williams of Johns Hopkins , Pro- 
fessor Wesley C Mitchell, Professor Henry F 
Fairchild, and Professor Franklm H Giddmgs 

The Conference ml1 meet under the auspices of 
leading scientists and scientific organizations of 
many countries It will be, m effect, a conclave of 
the medical, biological, sociological, ethical and 
statistical authorities of the world, who have gone 
far in the study of the population problem, but who 
have never before assembled at  a common meeting 
table to exchange their views and co-ordinate theii 
knowledge The attention of all those interested in 
the various technical phases underlying the problem 
as a whole is called to  this international meeting 
and their co-operation is earnestly requested 

It is planned to have each section presided over 
by eminent authorities in each particular field and 
so to arrange the meetings that all branches of sci- 
ence represented mll have an opportumty of con- 
tact with each other 

New Jersey 
HE story of the Riverside Birth Control 

TLeague, told in the followrng personal letter, is 
of great interest It shows how any earnest believer 
In Blrth Control can arouse Interest In her com- 
munity and set on foot a movement which, from 
small beginnings, w11l attain to large importance 
and usefulness The letter IS from Mrs Laura A 
Winkelspecht, Pres~dent of the Camden Leapue " 
I t  reads 

"It was during the summer of 1923 that a friend 
of mlne called Gy attention to the advertisement 

Notes 
in a magazme of the book called "Woman and the 
New Race," by Margaret Sanger W e  sent for the 
book and both read it After reading it, I wrote to 
Mrs Sanger and, shortly after, jomed the Ameri- 
can Blrth Control League I soon reahzed that 
the Birth Control movement was the finest move- 
ment I had ever known of, and I began t e h g  all 
my friends about it and got several of them to join 
the American Birth Control League I wrote for 
free literature and gave it out 

I n  March 1924, I visited a friend in Gamden, 
N J ,  whom I had gotten to jom the American 
Birth Control League There was to be a Birth 
Control meetmg m the Y M C A that evening, 
so we both went to it The subject was new to 
nearly all the people there, but a branch of the 
American Blrth Control League was organized, as 
the Camden Branch My fnend, Mrs Shaeffer, 
and I jomed the Branch and Mr  Everett J Meves, 
who was elected Secretary, offered to lecture for 
any one who would get an audlence in their home 
I spoke to a few of my neighbors and friends m 
Riverside and got seven to promlse to come, but 
when the evenlng of the lecture arrived there were 
seventeen in the audience M r  Meves spoke and 
was favorably received Later I agam opened my 
home for a Birth Control meeting, and Mr  Meves 
spoke to an audience of about 35 

I n  January 1925, we held a meeting at  my house 
to organize a Riverside, N J , Branch of the 
American Birth Control League W e  completed 
organization in February, 1925 I was elected 
President, Mrs Freda Lecony, Vice-President , 
Mrs Clara Carruthers, Secretary Meetings were 
held a t  my home about once a month durmg the 
cool weather A t  our last election of officers, I was 
again chosen Pres~dent, Mrs Ely  of Bridgeboro, 
N J , Vice-President , and Mrs Lecony, Secretary 

I made a house to house canvass m Riverside 
several afternoons, talking to the people about 
Birth Control, and getting them to sign the Birth 
Control petition to the Legislature I also vlsited 
some people In Delanco, Beverly, Bridgeboro and 
Riverton I succeeded in getting about 225 signa- 
tures on our petitlon Among those who signed 
were doctors, nurses, a lawyer a Methodist mln- 
~ster,  some members of our Board of Educat~on, 
business men and other citizens 

I v~sited doctors in Rwerslde, Delanco. Riverton, 
Beverlv and Mt  Holley and arranged for a Birth 
Control lecture to he gwen to the Medical Society 
of Burlington County The lecture was given by 
D r  Hannah Stone in S t  Mary's Hall  in Burhng- 
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ton The Riverside Board of Education had glven 
permlsslon to use the auditorium of the Washmg- 
ton Street Publlc School for a publlc Birth Con- 
trol meetmg, but after I had made all arrange- 
ments, they changed their decision and refused the 
hall I then asked M r  Jacob Fox, manager of the 
movlng pictures here to rent us the audltorlum H e  
donated us ~ t s  use for an evenlng In May, 1925, and 
we held the public Birth Control meetlng 

More than a year ago I vislted a few houses m 
the colored section of Riverside, and talked to the 
people about the Blrth Control movement I 
learned that the colored people are ser~ously In need 
of Birth Control mformation I try to  make use 
of every opportunity to speak to people about the 
Birth Control movement, and have made many con- 
verts, and succeeded in gettmg members for the 
Amencan Blrth Control League The Burlzngtolz 
County Press prlnts all the Birth Control news that 
I g v e  to it 

I belleve that the Birth Control movement 1s 
laylng a foundation for a better world 

Permsylvanla 

T H E  Sesqul-Centennial Exposition at Ph~ladel- 
phla has been the center of Blrth Control ac- 

tlvlty slnce the booth was opened at the beg~nning 
of July The Pennsylvania group has been actlve 
In ~ t s  co-operation with the Amerlcan Blrth Control 
League natlonal executive in plannlng and In at- 
tendance a t  the booth September has been undei- 
taken by the New York group and Mrs Sanger 
and some of the members of the Natlonal Board 
wdl be In attendance durmg the month Short 
Blrth Control addresses are made at  intervals In the 
educational audltor~urn and m September these 
addresses will be made by Mrs Sanger and fellow 
workers Much mterest In Blrth Control 1s being 
shown by the workers In the State and an effort 1s 
bemg made to start a campalgn among the trades 
unionists of Readlng 

D R COOPER'S campaign among the medical 
men of Callfornia, the first part of wh~ch was 

reported In our July issue, was conunued wlth dili- 
gence and success through the latter part of June 
and July 

On June lath, D r  Cooper addressed the San 
Joaquln Medical Soclety at  Stockton It was a 
specla1 meeting wlth a remarkably good attendance 
and good Interest was shown In the subject of B ~ r t h  
Control 

with 51 doctors present Here D r  Cooper en- 
countered opposition from one of the physicians- 
for the first tlme m Callfornia The arguments used 
by this opponent were the fam~liar ones that Blrth 
Control 1s unnatural and agalnst rehglon 

On June 17th, D r  Cooper addressed the Solano 
County Medical Soclety at  Vallejo, wlth D r  R S 
Leachman as charman One feature of thls meet- 
mg was the co-operation by the Sacramento Inde- 
pendent, whlch promised to run a feature artlcle on 
Birth Control in the next Sunday paper A t  all 
these places, doctors are interested In discussing 
posslbilit~es for a Blrth Control clmic, but many 
of the towns are too small for such an undertaking 

On June lath, D r  Cooper addressed the Nappa 
County Medlcal Association a t  Nappa, wlth D r  
George Dawson as Chairman The feature of this 
meeting was the large proportion of doctors who 
offered their co-operat~on in g m n g  lnformatlon to 
patients 

On June 21st, Palo Alto was reached and D r  
Cooper addressed two meetmgs, one a medical and 
the other a lay meeting The Chalrman of the 
medlcal meeting was D r  Granville Wood, of the 
lay meeting, Mrs Mary E Thygeson Prehml- 
rimes were arranged for a meetlng for Mr  Percy 
Clark on h ~ s  vlsit to Palo Alto 

On June 24th, D r  Cooper reached Salinas, and 
addressed the Monterey County Medical Society, 
wlth D r  Blngamln is Chalrman It was very hot 
weather and many doctors were away on vacation, 
but good lnterest was shown by those who attended 

On June 26th, at  Fresno, D r  Cooper addressed 
the Fresno County Medical Soclety, wlth D r  A 
E Anderson, the President, In the chair The 
Fresno Republzcan sent a reporter to the meet~ng 
and gave a full account and a special artlcle on 
Blrth Control the following Sunday 

On June 28th, D r  Cooper addressed a group of 
doctors a t  a speclal meetmg held in the Cottage 
Hosp~tal  of Santa Barbara, with D r  Alexander C 
Soper as chalrman The Interest was very good 
and D r  Cooper comments "Cahfornla is very pro- 
gresslve and I have not met wlth much opposl- 
t ~ o n  " 

On June 29th, at  San LUIS Oblspo, D r  Cooper 
spoke to the San Luis Oblspo County Medical So- 
c~e t r ,  In the Sanltorlum D r  P J Jackson, Presl- 
dent, was In the chaw, and there were doctors there 
who had drlven In for the meetlrig from places d ~ s -  
tant 30 or 40 mdes 

Reachmg Los Angeles, D r  Cooper spent the 
fiist d ~ v s  of Julv In y l ~ n n ~ n g  for n return vislt to 
that p i t  of Cdlfoin~a, and dlscussmg local work 
w~ th  Dl  Blninerd and D r  Rosnnoff H e  also 
x ~ s ~ t c d  the Los Angeles Mothers Cllnlc on whlch he On June 15th, D r  Cooper reached Sacramento 

and addressed the Sacramento Medlcal Soclety, niade a favorable report 
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HE Mld-West Student Conference, whlch met 
Tm Kansas Clty, June lath-I5th, ~ncluded Blrth 
Control among the problems d~scussed Thls con- 
ference, whlch works under the motto enunc~ated 
by Abraham Lmcoln, "The m n  roho rotll m t  m- 
vestagate both szdes of a questton u duhowst," 
takes up  such problems as Soaahsm, Cornmmsm, 
the Open Shop, Publlc Ownership, Prlsons and 
Cnmmals, Peace and Rellglon The speaker on 
Blrth Control was D r  E A Burkhardt, and an  
excellent place was found for ~t on the thud morn- 
mg of the Conference 

ENGLAND 

0 N Tuesday, June 22, the World Mlgratlon 
Congress opened ~ t s  sesslons m London It 

had been called by the International Federation of 
Trade Unlons and the Labor and Soclallst Inter- 
national to dlscuss and formulate a Labor pohcy 
towards mgratlon-both enugratlon and Immlgra- 
tlon I t s  sessions lasted over four days, there were 
delegates present from 27 countries There was a 
consensus of oplnlon that mlgratlon must be 
regulated, both nat~onally and ~nternatlonally, and 
that the mterests of labor must be protected m such 
regulation, that emigrants en route must be pro- 
tected, and that there should be an ample semce 
of lnformatlon for ~mmlgrants, newly arrlved m 
any country 

It was made clear In the report lald before the 
Congress, that Labor &d not conslder mlgratlon 
as a remedy for over-population and unemploy- 
ment It could be of use "to a very lunlted extent 
only, or for a llmited perlod of tlme " Sooner or 
later "Labor wLII have to  de t emne  what shall be 
~ t s  considered and reasoned pohcy In the face of the 
alternatwes 

1 Overpopulat~on, w ~ t h  ~ t s  accompanment of 
a general fall m the standard of lmng  

2 Mass emlgratlon whxh mll  prejuhce the 
workers of the country of immlgrat~on, and drive 
down then standards of hvlng 
3 War  In order to compel such unrnlgratlon In 1 

the face of opposltlon, & to make pc&lble the 
further lndustrlahzatlon of an over-populated 
country 

4 Restrlctlon of populatlon " 
How fully and clearly the problem was envisaged 

by the leaders of the Congress may be seen by the 
recommendation made by M r  T W Rrown, one 
of the secretar~es of the I F T U , who drew up 
the report It IS hoped, he stated, "that Labor wlll 
see the Inescapable loglc of the s~tuatloa, and wdl 

play ~ts  part m savmg the world from the horrors 
of over-population whlle there 1s stdl tune, and 
whlle mlgratlon can st111 serve as a useful means 
of dlstr~butlng world populatlon " 

Blrth Control was defirutely recommended to the 
Congress by Mr  Brown In a speech made on the 
second day of the Congress "It was dlfti'cult," 
he asserted, "not to see m the present tendency to 
restrlct ~mmlgratlon a &m and half-reallzed con- 
sc~ousness that a tune must come when the popula- 
tlon of the world would outrun ~ t s  food supphes, 
and that ~t was lnadvlsable for those countries whlch 
?&I1 had ample elbow room to be too hospitable to 
thelr poorer neighbors I f  that tune came all 
dreams of a steady growth m the well-bemg of the 
human race under a better economlc system than 
that of today would obviously be futde, unless they 
were made possible by the general spread of the 
restrldlon of populat~on by Blrth Conrol " 

The return of the Reg~strar General of England 
and Wales for the first quarter of 1926, aroused 
great Interest and was mdely commented upon In 
the press It showed that not only had the birth- 
rate decreased but that the blrths had fallen m 
actual numbers 

The followmg table shows how the b r t h  rate has 
fallen m England and Wales durlng the past half- 
century 

Slr J Marchant, Dlrector of the Natlonal 
Councll of Race Regenerat~on, and Secretary of 
the Natlonal Blrth-rate Commsslon was asked for 
hls oplnlon on the decllne by the London DaQ 
News 

"The subject of the perslstent d e c h e  of the 
blrth rate," he declared, "IS necessarily a complex 
one There can be no doubt that the prnnary cause 
1s the dellberate restrlctlon of fam~hes, and In vlew 
of the grave lndustr~al unrest m the country, that 
restr~ctlon wlll not only contmue but mll Increase 

"It w~l l  be felt In the mlnmg mdustry, wh~ch 
hltherto has been llttle affected, and the nunerb, 
under economlc pressure, WIU reduce thelr blrth 
rate as other sectlons of the comrnunlty are domg 

"The undeslrble aspect of thls IS that the b ~ r t l ~  
rate IS falllng amongst skllled workmen and the 
better educated classes, and the populatlon 1s bemg 
maintained out of proportion by the less educated 
and unskdled classes " 



"The lower blrth rate is excellent," was the ver- 
dict of Sir Arbuthnot Lane, the president of the 
New Health Society 

"It is a godsend," he added, "as ~t shows that 
the thoughtfulness and mtelligence displayed by 
the educated classes m the rearing of famllles is 
spreading to the poorer sections of the commun~ty 

"They are evidently awakenmg to the fact that 
it is no use bringmg into the world families larger 
than they can support or maintam under decent 
living conditions 

"The lowered birth rate means lower mortality 
rate among ch~ldren under one year of age " 

U N N A T U R A L  S E L E C T I O N  
(Contiwed from pugs 244) 

beaut~fully adjusted to a wonderful relat~onshlp 
with thew food plant or food animal, so that they 
depend upon it and it to some degree upon them 
for propagation I f  anythmg should happen m the 
nature of dwease which decreased the numbers or 
wped out one of those species, the other would go 
hke a flash, because it had put all its eggs m that 
one basket, and it was a very highly spec~ahed 
basket 

B ~ r t h  Control, the use of contraceptive methods, 
the slowng down of product~on as a temporary 
means, if nothmg else, is a smphfier m the relation- 
ship of modern civhzation to ~ t s  env~ronment It 
makes the situat~on smpler, it magmfies the chance 
of survival of tlus civ~hation, it provides a means 
of smplficat~on which other avlhzations have 
lacked and largely in default of whch they have 
penshed It is an obvlous chance to make sunple 
one factor, namely, the rate a t  whlch civllization 
moves, the rate a t  wh~ch the fodder 1s fed into the 
machme, and that is a factor whlch economsts, so- 
c~olog~sts, b~olog~sts can all agree upon It makes 
the s~tuation sunpler and more stable 

Therefore that alone, ~f no other pomt is to be 
harped upon, I should say, mght  be the keynote 
whlch t h ~ s  Conference could agree upon that sun- 
pMcation must precede solution of problems W e  
all have those problems, no matter what we are, 
whether we are workmg m the biological labora- 
tory, whether we are m settlement work, whether 
we are med~cal men dealmg mth the problems of 
Blrth Control, no matter what we are, we have the 
problems Le t  us not be stupid enough to allow 
mmor detads or personal prejudices to prevent our 
wholehearted adopt~on of an obvlous method of 
sunpMcation 

(Part of an address given at the Suth International Blrth 
Control Conference See Pmeeedings, Vol 111, page 236 ) 

O R D I N A R Y  D A Y S  I N  C H I N A  
(Canttrued from page 246) 

ing the same workers, divides the compensation by 
two and resorts to intimidation for the service 
Mothers take their mfants to work m the rmlls, and 
until they are five and six years of age they clean 
cotton, unravel rags, sort tobacco, separate straws, 
or perform any auxiliary work to the mothers' oc- 
cupation that may be asslgned them They receive 
thew rice, but no wage Later they become an asset 
and receive several coppers a week m addit~on to 
the food ration The m ~ l l  worker possessing a large 
family 1s considered fortunate None are too small 
to contr~bute to the fam~ly budget 

A tmy shed or room houses the lot of them I n  
addition, there may be a lodger or two, who sleep 
whde the family are a t  the mill The beds In a house 
occup~ed by a Chmese family of the poorer class, 
are seldom without tenants Durmg the day and 
far mto the mght the streets and alley-ways are 
busy workshops Amahs assemble to sew and gos- 
sip, the barber performs h s  duties, jostled and 
shoved by the passer-by , the wood-carvers' shavmgs 
and chips strew the narrow paths, food-sellers fill 
the air w ~ t h  the penetrating odors of mysterious 
concoctions, a cage of canaries or love-birds is of- 
fered for a trifle to would-be purchasers, and there 
are the inev~table, irrepressible beggars whose wail 
pre-dates the Chmese walls and wdl contmue so 
long as the walls remam-unless by some miracle 
Chma's young womanhood is able to mstil mto the 
mmds of her cringlng slsters a buddmg thought of 
freedom from the eternal drudgery of son-bearmg 

When sons come, daughters also must arrlve A n  
anclent Manchu law prohibited the murder of in- 
fants-girl mnfants-after they reached the age of 
three years Girls required dowries when they were 
clauned by marrlage They could not perform 
r~ tua l  at  ancestral tombs They had one place in 
the recognized custom of the country-and concu- 
bmes were easy to obtam Few men were mthout 
one or more 

The National University m Peking has opened 
its doors to women The T a n g  H u a  Umversity, 
estabhshed by the refunded Boxer Indemmty, has 
a constant enrollment of four hundred, qualifymg 
by compet~tive examnations and preparmg for 
Amencan colleges What this foreign influence 
will brmg about 1s problematwd The erudite are 
so plt~fully few, the ignorant so numerous and the 
degree of ignorance so appallmg, m an age of scl- 
ence and advancement! It is to the foreign-edu- 
cated Chinese women that China must look for an 
amelioration of her national disgrace-her swarms 
of useless beggars who cause the finger of scorn to 
be pomted at  the ancestral tablets around which 
they grovel and cry "We have no food " 
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a 
W E  ASK YOU TO HELP SUPPORT O U R  W O R K  
BY BECOMING A CONTRIBUTING MEMBER 

OUR 
A I M  

1 To teach the need for Bmth 
Control 

2 To make at legal for physmans 
to Instruct married persons In 
safe method. of Bmth Contml 

3 To open chntcs where the best 
contracephre ~nformat~on shall 
be obtannable by all who need 
at 

"There 1s no other subject of such Importance as 
Blrth Control Knowledge of ~t marks a new and happler 
phase In the hlstory of clvlllzatlon" 

-H E WELU 

"The only practical mstrument by whlch eugenics can 
work 1s Blrth Control" 

-H*veloc~ ELLIS 
* 

'There could be no greatel contribution to the morahtj 
of the world and to marltal happmess than B ~ r t h  Control " 

-WILLIAM  ALL^ Pnsey, M D , Presdent of the 
Amencan MedwaJ A8socmtlon, 1924-25 
* * 

"It a not a quest~on of lntroduclng among the poor 
an effort to prevent excesswe chdd-hearlng Such efforts 
are made all the tlme now I t  1s a quest~on of rntroducmg 
safe and sane methods, and of spreading among them the 
knowledge that sueh a hm~tation of the number of chddren 
1s posslble w~thout the r ~ s k  of death or ~nvalld~sm I t  IS 
a quest~on of offermg to  the poor who need ~t most, the 
knowledge and the power whlch has long been the posses- 
s~on  of those who need ~t least" 

-ALICE HAYILTON, M D , Harnard Medrcal School 
m............ ...a ..... 

FILL IX AND SEND W I T H  YOUP DUE8 TO 

ROOM 1905, 104 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITI  

Name 

street 

C d y  State 

Date of Joinmg Amovnt 

CLASSES O F  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

0 A-$100 to $500 0 C-$25 
0 B-$50 0 &$I0 

0 E-$2 to $9 

$10 o r  over mcludes a Yean' Subscnptnon to 
THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW - 

CRECPS BAOULD nE M*OE PAYABLE TO THE 

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 

Books by Margaret Sanger 
Happrness m Mamage - - - - $2 00 

Jurt Publwhed 
Teaches how to avoid the pltfalls that 80 

often rum hopeful msrned he.  

Woman and the New Race - - - 2 00 
More wndely read than any other book on 
Btrth Control 

The P~vot of Clnllzat~on - - - 2 00 
The Culde Post a t  the Crossroad* 

What Every Gul Should Know - - 1 50 
New enlarged Engltsh Edltton 

What Every Mother Should Know - 60 

Order (addmg 10e for postage) from 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 Fdth Avenue New York City 

Let all chaste matrons, when they chance t o  see 
My numerous issue, praise and pity me 
Pralse me for havlng such a fruitful womb, 
P l ty  me too, who found so soon a tomb 

So long as men multiply they must he ruthless, when 
they cease to expand, they may become civilized 

-PHYLLIS CLODD in Edmburg Remm 

"Good parents desire their children to be better than 
themselves "-Znd%an Prouerb 

BOOKS OF VITAL INTEREST 
ON ALL TOPICS 

sex, Psycho-AestyrLs, Psychology, 
D ~ e t  and Health 

TEE X m  AUTHOXITATIVB AUTHOM 

Havelock Ehs, Rohie. Long, Kraft-Eblng, Forel, Klseh, 
Bloeh, Malehow, Brill, Freud, Jung, Adler, Tndoq  Lind- 
lahr, Father Knerpp, Glue, Drew 

Your Nsek Always Fulfilled 

I obtainable, we have it, if unobtainable, we can get i t  

DESCRIPTIVE LISTS SldNT FREE 

Modem Book Association 
LO9 ANCELES. CALIFORNIA 

4110 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD 



Regular Oiling 
Easier Sewing 

A smooth hum lnstead of rattles and squeaks N o  more s l ~ p p ~ n g  
of st~tches, pucker~ng of material, snapplng of t h r e a d a r  tem- 
per And a hght pressure on your sewlng machme treadle In- 
stead of hard pumpmg, ~f your machrne has no elcctrtc motor 
That's the natural result of regular olllng w ~ t h  

The H v h  Quahty 011 
It s hght enough to penetrate the t~ghtest bearmgs, VISCOUS erough 
to  stay there and stave off f r l c t ~ o n a n d  repalr bills Works out 
old d m  and grease Won't  gum or dry out 

3-ln-One IS wonderful for pol~shmg the n~ckeled parts Prevents 
rust and tarn~sh Also pollshes the wooden portlons and the 
palnted Iron parts 

3-ln-One 011s and gwes longer l ~ f e  to vacuum cleaner, phono- 
graph, washmg machlne motor, electr~c fan, clocks, bolts, 
h ~ n g e s - a l l  hght household mechan~sms 
Sold at most good stores m 3 oz Handy 011 Cans and In 1 or , 3-0. and 
'/2-pmt bottles The %-pmt bottle IS the eeonom~cal Household Lre- 
morc od  for the money T o  bc cure you re gettmg 3 an Onc, look far the 
BIZ Red "Onc an the labcl 

Generous srtrple and speed C~reular, "79 Uees 
F R E E - I n  Y O L ~  Home Request bot11 on a postal 

T H R E E  IN-ONE OIL CO , 13OSM W ~ l l ~ a m  S t ,  New York, N Y 
Factowcs Rahway, N J and Montrcal 



NOW R E A D Y -  

Proceedings of the 

Sixth International Neo-Malthusian and Birth Control Conference 
I N  FOUR VOLUMES 

Lcmited Edctcon Be sure to secure your corn 

VOLUME IV JUST PUBLISHED 

Religious and Ethical Aspects of Birth Control 
Thu Volume offers most strllung and effechve arguments, 
presented by emrnent clergymen, mornbts and saentlstn 

BUY IT FOR YOUR MINISTER TALK OF IT TO ALL YOUR FRIENDS 
RECOMMEND IT TO YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Pr~ce $2 00 for the Volume $5 00 FOR SET of Four Vol- 

Happiness in Marriage 
By MARWRET SANGER 

Every one who ever heard of Bwth Control and Margaret Sanger d l  want to read her w w  book 

Prrce $2 00 (Addmg 1Oc a Volume for Postage) 

ORDER TODAY FROM 

THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 FIiTH AVENUE NEW YORK cw 


