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A Conscious Control of the Birth Rate

Fugenic Number

Birth Control is a logical, sane brake on
the speed of civilization, and 1if any
country ever needed it, if any country
was faced with the absolute necessity
of going slow and studying as it goes,
we are that country as we stand today
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PERTINENT

Byhtsa continued after a long silence, “I remember the
time when there were no more than fiftecen peasants’ farms
m Lipka” He moved his hand hesitatingly towards
Ruch’s snuff-box which the latter offered him at once,
saying

“And now there are a couple of score”

*So the land must be divided again and agamn, whether
the harvest be rich or poor Ye cannot make the land to
stretch Yet a few more ycars and there will be too htile
for us to Live upon ”

“In truth we arc straightened enough as 1t 1s now,” the
smith’s wife observed

“Yes, and when our lads marry there will be no more
than one acre aprece for their children ”

—The Peasants, by Lapistas ReymonTt

In a letter written by Thomas Babington Macaulay 1n
1857, he speaks of the French Revolution as having been
caused by overpopulation, and continues “You may think
that your country (the Umted States) enjoys an cxemp-
tion from these evils, I will frankly own to you that I
am of a very different opinion

As long as you have a boundless extent of fertile and
unoccupred land, your laboring population will be far
more at ease than the laboring population of the Old
World, and while that 1s the case the Jefferson pohtics
may continue to exist without eausing any fatal calamty

But the time will come when New England will be a-
thickly settled as Old England Wages will be as low and
will fluctuate as much with you as with us You will
have your Manchesters and Birmmghams, and n thosc
Manchesters and Birminghams hundreds of thousands of
artisans will sometimes be out of work

Then your institutions will be fairly brought to the
test It 15 qute plam that your government will
never be able to restramn a distressed and discontented
majerity ”

Without Birth Control where are the Japanese of the
future to live? They cannot stay at home and starve
No people as brave as the Japancse will dic or suffer with-
out a struggle But unless the Japanese have only
one baby m the future where they now have two, wherc
will the other one go without hawving to fight for s place
m the sun? The problem of the surplus pepulation of
Japan 1s the problem before the world, demanding solu
tion  Roperick O MaTnEson in Liberty, Junc 26th
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SAYINGS

Under given pressure a sponge will scak up and hold
just so much water, under a given pressure from stand-
ards of hving the conditions of human existence will scak
up and hold just so much population

In China there are four hundred million persons and
httle weal (wealth), in the Umted States there are but
one hundred and ten million and great weal In Chmna a
family may live an entire yea1 on the worth of one hun-
died dollars, but in the Umted States the standard of liv-
ing 1s higher, seventeen hundred dollars, we are told, rep-
resents for a famly of five the mmimum of subsistence
Were the people of the United States to become content
with a Chinese standard of material existence, the present
annual flow of wealth (could it be converted into simpler
forms—food and other fundamentals) would support a
population of one billion seven hundred milhon If the
Chinaman, on the other hand, were to raise lis standard
of living to our luxurious level, but twenty-two mulhon
Chinese persons would survive—unless, of course, the an-
nually available wealth were also 1ncieased

Now we have our formula complete Let us state 1t
in so many words

The size of a population varies dircetly with ameliora-
tion of the conditions of ewistence, and inversely with the
level of the prevailing standard of living

—Ezra Bowen in The New Republic

Ths story told in the Detroit (Mich } Free Press s
said to come from a member of the Denver Buth Control
League

Even 1mn Theodore Roosevelt’s hife his race sucide
theories got many a jolt Once the great man was bear-
hunting in the backwoods He stopped at a bachwoods-
man’s cabin for a snack, and while he was eating hus snack
he stared out of the window, so as not to mss any bears
that rught be passing

“‘My goodness me® he said to the backwoodsman
‘Haven’t you got any better scnse than to let that httle
child out there play with a loaded gun? YWhy, 1t’s a ter-
ribly dangerous thing’

“‘Aw, I dunno,” the bachwoodsman drawled And then
he bit off & chew from a plug of tobacco and added

“¢] got sixteen other children’”

Contraception has done 1ts worst and to move forwaid
in the same direction would now lessen 1ts evil conse-
quences on future genciation —Lrosarp Darwin 1 Ty
Meed for Eugemc Reform



BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW

Four Steps to Our Goal — Agitation, Educahon, Organzation, Leguslation

Vor X AUGUST, 1926 No 8

(Copynighi, 1928, American Birth Control League, Inc )

CONTENTS

EDITORIAL 241 BOOK REVIEWS
World’s Migration Congress — Remarkable Research
Work— New York Board of Education and Maternity Tre InperiTaNce oF AcquiRen Casrscreasmics, by Paul
for Teachers — Dimimishing Birth Rates Kammerer—P W Whtwmg Ph.D 250
UNNATURAL SELECTION AND ITS RESULTING Tue Rersession or Crime, by Harry Elmer Barnes—
OBLIGATIONS, by C € Lasttls, D 8¢ 243 A G Porrit 251

Dr Little puts the case for Birth Control as the neces-

sary and practical program for eugenic advance in the Tux xce or Biovoor, by George G Scoit—B W

United States Johnson, A M 2561
ORDINARY DAYS IN CHINA, by Helan W Bromfeld 245 Gexerics axn Evorwics, by W E Casile—B W John-
A graphic and unforgettable picture of the misery re- wn, AM 251
sulting from over-population and poverty UxpersTaNDING OUur CHOREN, by Frederick Pierce—
Al Hast 251
BIRTH CONTROL AT THE PARIS CONGRESS, by raon Sategd
Edith How-Martyn 247
A unexpressed topic that was vividly present in the “THE NATION S BACKBONE,” by Louw Addamse 252
minds of the women delegates A Story—Part 1
BIRTH CONTROL THE TRUE RUGENICS—
MOTHERS WHO REFUSE TO BEAR UNFIT NEWS NOTES
CHILDREN 218 New York, New Jersey 264
Letters which show that mothers are the real eugemsts,
and if trusted with knowledge and power, they would Pennsylvana, California 265
rapidly eliminate the unfit, Missours, England 256
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW OUR CONTRIBUTORS

PUBLISBHED BY
CLARENCE C LITTLE, Biwlogwst and Eugen-
THE AMERICAN BIRTH 1st, Pressdent, Umiverssty of Mschigan,

CONTROL LEAGUE, Ixc Pressdent, Internatsonal Federation of Buith
104 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY Control

HELEN W BROMFELD, ressdent for many
Mazrcaner Saxncer, Editor years m Chwna, observer and traveler

Mary Sumner Boyp, Managing Editor EDITH HOW-MARTYN, § Iy pr ;

w English struggle for the suffrage, wnier
and dsplomatsst

The BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 1s publushed

on the first of the month P W WHITING, Professor of Genetics, Unyver-

sity of Masne
Single Copies—Twenty Cents Twao Dollars per Year

Canads and Foreign $2 25 B W JOHNSON, A M, worked w Bsology under
Presudent C C Lsttle at Johns Hoplans

LOUIS ADAMIC, X
FEntered as Second Class Matter March 11, 1918, at the Post- ;E'ort fM San Pedro, Cal. Writer of
office at New York, N Y., under the Act of March 3, 1878 3 siores

Subscribers are urged to send notice of change of address at least three wecks before it takes effect.




Birth Control Review

VoL X AUGUST, 1926 No 8
HE outstanding news of this month’s 1ssue President of the Umversity of Mamne The sub-

1s the remarkable report of the World’s Migra-
tion Congress, which convened on June 22nd
London  The attention of the Congress was
laragely fixed on the question of over-population,
and the consequent evils of lower standards of Living
and war This 1s not the only Congress which
has tackled these problems, and has considered the
alternative offered by Birth Control But 1t 1s the
first time that a congress definitely belonging to the
International Labor movement has turned its atten-
tron seriously to the possibilities offered by deliber-
ate restriction of population The World’s Migra-
tion Congress was called by two mternational labor
orgamzations the International Federation of
Trade Unions and the Labor and Sociahist Inter-
national The problem immediately before the
Congress was that offered by the increasingly strict
regulation of immigration by many great countries,
especially, the United States and Austraha, and the
consequent narrowing of the openings for surplus
populations, such as those of Italy and Japan But
the Congress took a wide view of the subject and
realized that for a constructive program there must
be some provision for the regulation of population
mcrease An account of the Congress 1s given m
our news columns FEvery advocate of Birth Con-
trol will rejoice i the new and constructive attitude
of organized labor towards the population question
shown at the Congress

sl

REMARKABLE piece of research work has
been carried through in the Laboratory of the
Chnical Research Department of the Ameiican
Birth Control League The work was done by
Miss B W Johnson, A M, under the direction
and with the aid and advice of Dr C. C Lattle,

Jects of the experiment were mice—pedigreed mice
from the Laboratory of Dr Little—and the object
was to test the comparative value of rapid and more
deliberate breeding A report of this remarkable
experunent will be presented to the readers of the
Barth Control Review in the September 1ssue It is
sufficient to state here that the result showed
conclusively that rapid breeding 1s adverse to the
health of the offspring, and results 1n an enormous
mfant mortahty rate among the mice As, in many
respects, the same biological laws govern both mice
and men, the experiment confirms the contentions
of the American Birth Control League mn regard
to proper spacing of children and the need for
deliberate control of the birthrate

Qle,

HE New York Board of Education found it-

self 1n an awkward predicament at its meeting
on June 25th On the calendar was a recommenda-
tion that the by-laws be amended to limit married
teachers to two maternity leaves of absence How
the recommendation found its way on to the calen-
dar was not explained One teacher had recently
been so bold as to ask a fourth maternity leave of
absence This was meconvenient, and the Board
found that these maternity leaves of absence had
been steadily mecreasing m numbers In 1920-21
there were 201, 1n the last school year there were
342 and up to date in the current year there had
been 393 But a limitation of maternity leaves of
absence could be construed as a very practical en-
couragement of Birth Control, and already the
Board of Education had turned down the applica-
tion of the American Civil Laberties Union, largely
because of the Union’s alleged “encouragement of
propaganda for Birth Control,”
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HERE 1s always an easy way out of such a

dilemma The entire recommendation was
withdrawn “on account of improper wording ”
Superintendent O’Shea explamned that its with-
drawal was not due to the protest of President
Ryan that such a by-law would amount to an n-
ducement to married teachers, who wished to retamn
their standing and their salary grade, to limit their
offspring to two children Personally, however,
Superintendent O’Shea expressed lumself as being
emphatically opposed to such a restriction “I re-
gard all restrictions agamst motherhood,” he de-
clared, “as agamnst public policy ” The mncident
shows, however, the need, both as regards the wel-
fare of the schools and the freedom of the teacher,
that motherhood should be deliberate and not acei-
dental, and should be undertaken by free choice,
with just suck periods of absence from outside
duties as are found necessary for the health of the
mother and child In commenting on the incident,
Amencan Medicine 1n 1ts June 1ssue, remarks that
the Board, by withdrawing the proposal made
“perhaps unwittingly, one of the sanest contrbu-
tions to the theory of Birth Control of recent
years ” “A married woman teacher” 1t adds, “may
now feel free to raise as large a family as she and
her husband see fit It 1s doubtful whether any
teacher, in view of her earming capacity, can afford
a very large famly, for the fact that she remains
on the teaching staff shows that the famhy revenue
18 mnadequate to feed many mouths, but the prin-
ciple thus established 1s an excellent one This
very wide step releases a large group of intelligent
women for a role which they can exercise only for
the benefit of society

N item from Washington, printed in the New
York Times of July 14th, has been gomng the
rounds of the newspapers of the country It was
written by a young man hiving in Chicago, who has
become unexpectedly famous from the Atlantie to
the Pacific and from northernmost Mane te Flor-
ida And all because he addressed an inquiry to the
government which concerned not hogs or corn, or
even oysters or rabbits, but 1deals of marmage and
eugenic babies “I am a young man,” read the
letter to the Department of Domestic Affarrs,
“and am about to be marmed Could you be kind
enough to send me any hterature m regard to 1deals
which the government advocates toward marriage
and the size of the family the government wants
one to have?’ The letter created a flurry, for there

Buth Control Remew

was no department whose duty 1t was to furmsh
such information In fact the government had
never thought it worth while to secure mformation
of the kind demanded, or to formulate 1deals The
Labor Department mught have answered that the
government had long since adopted the fammly of
five as a standard m calculating a iving wage, and
that the unfortunate young man who indulged m
more than three children would have to feed the
fourth and fifth at the expense of the rest of the
family But beyond this rough estimate, nothing
has been done to aid those modern young people
who would hke knowledge and forethought better
than ignorance and haphazard Nor can anything
be done, so long as those m authority irown on
Birth Control, and refuse to sanction responsible
and deliberate parentage And yet this young
man’s mquiry was eminently sane and worthy of
the attention of our enhghtened statesmen

Qle,

HE International Birth Control Federation,

whose President 1s Dr C C Little, President
of the University of Michigan, has waived 1its in-
tention of holding the Seventh International Birth
Control Conference m Geneva next year, in favor
of a World Population Conference, which will be
held from August 81st to September 2nd The
Conservatoire de Musique 1n Geneva has been se-
cured for the Conference, which will meet under
the auspices of the leading thinkers and writers on
all questions connected with population Further
particulars of the Conference are given 1n our news
columns, and our readers will be kept informed of
developments :n regard to the program and to the
representation expected at the Conference, as the

months go by

E offer our hearty thanks to those of our

readers who have responded to our appeal
for newspaper clippings, and also for copies of the
January, 1924 1ssue of the Bmra ConTroL RE-
view We should be glad to receive more copies
of that 1ssue, and we are always eager for chippings
from the newspapers of all parts of the United
States and from foreign countries We are also
glad of quotations from books and periodicals bear-
g on Birth Control It 1s our endeavor to keep
m touch with all aspects of the movement for the
regulation of population, and we are grateful to
our readers who help us i this endeavor
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Unnatural Selection and
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its Resulting Obligations

By C C Lirrg, D Sc

I WANT to take up a few aspects of this ques-
tion which I am afraid will be more or less n
the nature of platitudes to & good many of you, but
they have helped me m thinking out the relationship
between what should be the every-day function of
an expermental biologist and what should, I think,
be the effort on the part of that individual toward
working for social progress as well

I am one of those who believe, of course, 1n the
general fact of tendency of all iving orgamsms to
overproduce Any biologist knows that to be a fact
and knows that man 1s not an exception to that
general rule In fact, however, man does not exer-
cise or does not allow the exercise of the principles
of natural selection Man’s modern civilization has
done practically all that 1t can to elminate the fac-
tor of natural selection and 1t 1s quite proper I
beleve, from a point of view of Christian 1deals,
that should be so Of course, natural selection 1s a
cruel taskmaster It doesn’t bother about the sen-
timental or emotional side of lLife whatever It
elimmates the weak, it encourages the fit or the
strong

We all know that modern civilization doesn’t do
that All of you, I am sure, have come either in
direct or indirect contact with charitable organiza-
tions and the whole machinery of aid for the weak
which human civilization has built up That being
the case, 1t seems to me desirable to think over mn
some degree of detall what our obligations are for
upsetting a great natural law When man upsets
a natural law he must perforce take on his shoulders
more than the ordinary degree of obligation 1Tt 1s
a dangerous proposition to start, but we have
started 1t, we are on our way practicing that prin-
ciple of interfering with natural selection Now let
us see whether we are domng 1t mtelhgently and
honestly and openly and to the best of our abihty

The Eugenst’s Demands

The eugenist 1s very clear on the two facts which
have been given you this morning that the pro-
duction of the unfit should be discouraged or
stopped, and that the production of the fit should
be encouraged and possibly forced, although I
don’t believe that the latter 1s practicable The
eugemst, however, 1s only human and he must
realize, if he 1s a thinking man, that to say to one
group of people, “You are not fit to reproduce,”
and to another, “You are,” requires a good deal

of self-appreciation You must be pretty sure of
yourself before you ean say who can or who cannot
reproduce

It seems to me that the efforts toward sterithza-
tion which are now fairly widespread (these efforts
are more or less general) have in them a great deal
of ment, but they are a rather crude mmplement
They are, so to speak, biological prohibition, m-
stead of biological temperance and to an American
audience that requires no further elaboration, I am
quite sure The two terms are quite famliar 1n all
of our minds

The proper oportumity for the dissemmation of
contraceptive methods s biological temperance
There 1s no doubt about that It leaves it up to the
individual, if he 18 1ntelligent, to exercise what his
mtelligence tells him to be the best use of such
methods for his or her particular purpose in hfe
It leaves open the almost compulsory use of those
methods, if it 15 deemed desirable by the medical
authorities, and 1t leaves open as a last resort this
sort of blunt-edged axe—sterilization—if the mn-
dividual 1s incapable of solving his or her own
problems But to have sterilization without the
finer tool of contraception seems to me to be an
admission that civilization 1s not yet educated to a
point where we can look for much real, permanent
improvement

Prevention or Cure?

I have said that sterilization 1s a blunt method
It really 1s an attempt to cure an existing condi-
tion, and not to prevent That may sound pecuhar
to you, but as a matter of fact you must have your
defective already produced and a public charge and
a pubhic obhgation, before sterlization 1s thought
of That 1s curative, not preventative, and steriliza-
tion does not reach and probably never can reach
the type of individual who 1s a real menace to civi-
hzation, and at the same time one of its law-abiding
and useful citizens That sounds hke a paradox,
but the world 1s full of them ¥ refer to an m-
dividual, normal himself, a good, law-abiding, con-
structive member of a community, but who carries
the hereditary trait in his germ cells of epilepsy or
feeble-mindedness or mmsanmity Such an individual
can’t possibly be sterihzed under our existing
scheme of things It s asking too much It isn't
fair to ask that individual to give up mn essential all
of his or her sex hife by a sterilization involving the
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removal of the sex glands, and 1t 1s asking too much
of that individual to run the risk of over-balancing
the mstincts by an operation which does not involve
removal but merely hgature of the ducts of the sex
glands

You see, that person, although he may be normal,
if he carries one of these non-eugenic traits 1s apt
to be a person whose nervous orgamzation and
whose physiological orgamzation cannot stand over-
much stran  You cannot afford to work out an
operative technique, as I see 1t, on an individual of
that kind and run a chance of over-balancing an
already too finely-drawn nervous relationship m
that individual Therefore, contraceptive methods
remam as the chief instrument by which an indivi-
dual of that kind can be left a constructive member
of society Recogmzing as they would theirr own
potentiality for evil in the next generation, the
chances are extremely good that they would use
wisely and mtelhgently and for the great good of
civihzation contraceptive methods That type of
person will never be reached, I beheve, or will not
be reached within hundreds of years by any method
of sterihzation, because he himself 15 normal

Artificial Selection

Artificial selection 1s certamnly commg It 1s the
basis of all eugemic movements Dr Drysdale
spoke about 1t this mormmng He said that he has
realized how in England the problem at present 1s
one chiefly of quahty I should like to draw your
attention to how very true that is as apphed to this
country No country has ever tried such a biological
experment, either in i1ts domesticated plants or ani-
mals or m 1ts population, as we are trymng at the
present time We have an immense diversity of
racial elements i this country, and we don’t know,
possibly, how they are going to mix We don’t
know, possibly, what the hybrid resulting 1s going
to be We don’t know whether some of the ele-
ments are mixable We don’t know whether we can
mx them at all, or whether they will segregate like
oil from water and form here and there in the great
cities Iittle ghettoes, like regions which stand off
from our civilization and never will mix We don’t
know anything about 1t It 1s much as though a
small boy was given charge of a soda fountain and
he looked at all the various apparatus which squirt
out the syrups of different kinds and he saw cherry,
pmneapple, chocolate, coffee, vanilla, strawberry,
raspberry, lemon and orange, and he said, “Aren’t
we a great and wonderful soda fountan? I am go-
mg to have some fun,” whereupon he proceeded to
mix together various combmations of these differ-
ent syrups Some of them fused and scme of them
dudn’t, some made 2 lovely combmation and some
gave a most unpleasant feehng

Bwrth Control Review
Burth Control

Birth Control — contraceptive methods — says,
“You shall make those mixtures as nearly as pos-
sible 1 controlled quantities You shan’t turn up
the nozzles of all those things and squirt them all
together just as hard as you can into a great
Niagara-hke stream of syrup of all sorts of flavors
You shall go slow You must take your time and
do this in an orderly way so that if one muxture
turns out to be extremely bad it can be poured off
without too much waste or suffering, 1t can be got-
ten nd of ”

It 15 a logical, sane brake on the speed of civiliza-
tion, and if any country ever needed 1it, if any coun-
try was faced with the absolute necessity of gomng
slow and studying as it goes, we are that country
as we stand today

I happen to be working m a part of the country
where that problem 1s not as acute as 1t 1s here in
New York I bhappen to be working in Mamne
where the proportion of the old New England stock
15 very, very ligh That, as I said here the other
day n discussion, I consider an anchor, one of those
places in the soda fountamn where the label reads,
for instance, “Yankee Stock ” I don’t want to see
that particular element in the situation mixed up,
or mauled up I want to keep 1t the way a chemist
would prize a store of chemically pure substance
that he wants to use for testing, that he wants to
use for definite purposes when a certain element 1s
needed But 1t 1s very difficult to bring that about
The whole tendency 1s to grow, to grow in size, to
mport foreign labor to run the abandoned farms
of man The whole tendency 1s to consider the eco-
nomic rather than the hological viewpoint

Chances of Survroal

I should hike to say, in closing, that there 1s one
general principle i this matter of Birth Control
which I think we can all see together, whether we
are sociologists or econcmists or biologists, or no
matter what we are, that 1s somewhat as follows
The history of all forms of hfe and of all forms of
social or economic organization shows that in event
of a cnsis, n event of a changing environment of
any kimnd, that organism, or that social orgamza-
tion, or that economic orgamzation persists which
has to 1ts environment, to its surroundings a simple
relationship The more complicated the relation-
ship, the less chance of survival if the environment
changes, the more specialized and the more beauti-
fully adapted to a certam habit of hfe, the more
difficult to subsist if there 1s a change in the sur-
roundings which upsets that habit of hfe Among
the nsects, for mmstance, we find lots of forms

(Contwnued on page 257)
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Ordinary Days in China

By Heren W BROM¥ELD

[

E poor we have with us always ” It 1s only
necessary to visit one Chinese city to form a
real conception of what it means to be genunely
poor

This year there 1s the usual annual famme Be-
fore the snow had meited on the hillsides, 1t was no
uncommon sight to see thousands of famihes tear-
ing the bark from trees and digging in the ground
for grass and herb roots, or filling therr starving
stomachs with “Goddess of Mercy clay”-—which
temporarily rehieves the gnawing pamn The suf-
ferer who mndulges n this edible earth soon passes
mto dehrium and death Sometimes 1t 15 a flood
that devastates the grain lands, this year 1t1s a long
drought—the most severe in seventy years

China, with 1ts half-billion population, needs no
famine to produce its quota of beggars It 1s esti-
mated that one-fifth the population of Peking are
professional or occasional mendicants Since the
overthrow of the Manchu dynasty n 1911, revolu-
tion has followed revolution mn almost ceaseless
routine This state of agitation has driven thous-
ands from their homes and willages Aimless in
their peregrinations, they gravitate to the centers
where food would logically ordmarily be most
plentiful-—the cities These impecunious refugees
may or may not return to therr former place of
abode “We have no food” 1s the epitome of their
wail

The bandit-soldiery of China 1s 2lso responsible
for mcreasmg the poverty of these occasional alms-
seekers Marauders from mibtary orgamzations
have over-run the impoverished farms, looting,
sacking, destroying, and leaving wholesale poverty,
destitution and death in their wake

Child Beggars

Swarms of children are sent into the by-ways to
solicit “cumsha ” They may scatter into groups of
two or more, for a lone offspring 1s rare among the
very poor The foreign settlements have, until re-
cently, been fairly immune from invasion by these
undesirables, though the native quarters teem with
them It 1s unnecessary to possess an extraordinary
mmagrnation to visualize the conditions that would
exist were the Foreign Settlements—Shangha for
mstance—to have their extra-territorial privileges
withdrawn

These hordes of beggars are almost the first
vivid impression a tourist recerves of Peking In
passages frequented by foreigners they are lined
up hike pickets in a fence All are dirty, some erip-

pled, some defoimed, thousands blind from birth
or rendered so for the purpose of bemng utilized as
beggars, for China still capitahzes her mendicants
Women unable to support themselves and capable
of reproducing only imbecile progeny, continue to
fill the mfantile ranks who prey upon the chan-
table Itis quite impossible to disecriminate between
the filthy rags of their scant covering and the ex-
posed portions of their bodies From the depths of
a muddy rag-pile or the interior of a tattered scare-
crow comes the dismal whine, “We have no food’

Small Change

These wietches frequent every quarter of the
caty Exchange booths, where, for convenience, one
changes money nto smaller denominations, are cer-
tam to be popular rendezvous for these cringing
humans For expedience in the settlement of trivial
accounts, such as ricksha fares, it 1s 1mperative to
have always on hand a small amount of subsidary
currency, 1n addition to a quantity of the large
copper cents which are the bane of every foreigner
At the present time a silver Mexican or Yuan Shih-
ka1 dollar may be sub-divided at the money ex-
change shop into six twenty-cent pieces and seven
or eight coppers The twenty-cent pieces re-ex-
changed net forty copper cents each, each cent has
a value of ten cash When Peking was inflicted
with a recogmized “Beggars’ Guild” 1t was custom-
ary for a delegation to visit every shop in the aity
once a day At least one cash was levied upon the
shop-keeper, and unless this or a greater sum was
forthcoming to appease the demands of the organ-
1zation, the mob remained at the door of the shop
mmportuning the owner 1n such vociferous tones
that lus trade deserted him

No temple 1s without this rabble who hope to
participate m the generosity of the superstitious
They grovel in the dust, kow-towing, chin-chinning,
extendmng claw-like hands defiled by every known
and a few indefinable species of filth and grime
Food pails and wicker baskets are held out before
one Not only are the inland cities infected mn this
manner, but steamers anchoring at river ports are
surrounded bv squawking, sampan people who
paddle alongside and reach up on the end of a long
bamboo pole a receptacle m which they hope to
have food or money deposited

Some of these outeasts spring from famihes who
have been professional mendicants for many gen-
erations They are promiscuously interbred The
1dea of segregation has never for one moment en-
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tered the minds of officials in whose power les the
remedy for abolishing the evil, or the establishment
of mstitutions for precluding further propagation
of these undesirable masses The majonty suffer
from one or more diseases Leprosy 1s a prevalent
allment among them Vietims in all its hideous
stages drag themselves along the road crawling and
writhing under the feet of pedestrians and the
wheels of vehicular traffic Cripples there are m
multitudes who haunt the thoroughfares One won-
ders 1f 1 all China there 1s an individual scund n
body and limb Some of these cripples are genu-
inely disabled, others merely fakirs A legless beg-
gar will frequently grow these missing members
and develop surprising agility in scampering away
at sight of a policernan

Dart and Diseases

Every malady enumerated in the hst of human
afflictions 1s to be found amongst this rabble, who
roam about at will through Chinese cities, spread-
g dirt, evil and contamination Persons having
every mdication of suffering from small-pox hold
out therr hands for alms Chldren 1n all stages of
this disease are wrapped 1n a red blanket and car-
red about by their mothers who display no concern
at the condition of their offspring Amongst the
poor it 1s understood that exposure to small-pox 1s
quute the procedure for infants *“S’pose small baby
dhe, maskee, s’pose large man die, very bad, have
cost plenty chow, plenty clothes, plenty money
Small baby no cost much money, maskee’ In
other words, the cost of rearing 1s the prime con-
sideration If the child 1s predestined to die of
small-pox, economic pressure favors an early ar-
rival at the inevitable

Kidnapping 1s a flourishing industry m which
“loafers” and others engage The gigantic ramifi-
cations of this erimnal class are becoming better
known 1n recent years, since the native population
have acquired sufficient confidence in the Mumeipal
Police to report the kidnapping of their friends or
children, who are seized and held for ransom
Although the price of redemption 1s paid whenever
possible, there are frequent failures to produce the
exorbitant sums demanded, and the victim 1s, as
often as not, returned either mutilated or dead, or
both, even after the ransom money has been paid
A common practice 18 to send an eye or an ear,
sometunes a hand, when the first demand 1s not
forthcoming Wealthy members of firms are by no
means immune from this form of blackmail The
compradore of a British business house—one of the
oldest forexgn hongs in China—was recently seized
when entering lis motor car to go to his office
Seldom 1s a kidnapper apprehended In the for-
eign settlements they are severely dealt with when

Burth Control Review

brought before the courts Sc. tences by the Shang-
ha1 Mixed Court admit of no appeal Decisions are
rendered by a foreign consular representative and
a Chinese magistrate in unanmimous agreement Na-
tive courts are famous (or nfamous) for squeeze
The outcome of a case 1s a foregone conclusion be-
fore 1t 1s heard by the magistrate The best “fixer”
1s the best winner

The Oprum Menace

‘Where dry America has her problem of unde-
sirable eitizens engaged 1n bootlegging, China is
confronted with the greater and infimtely more
serious menace m the wnportation and growth of
opium The Empress Dowager Tzu-hsi, made an
attempt to suppress the use of opium mn 1906 As
early as 1729—nearly two hundred years before—
an edict had been issued from the imperial throne
prohibiting the sale of the drug and the opening of
opium houses Foreign interests eventually became
aroused, and an international opium commission
met 1n Shanghai on Kebruary 1, 1909 A. confer-
ence for the discussion of the situation was held 1n
1911, at the Hague, mn July, 1912, six months later,
a second conference took place, and a third on
June 15, 1914

Vladivostock and some other foreign controlled
ports along the Asiatic coast, being under the juris-
diction of other than Chinese nationality, were not
affected by this restriction A flourishing smug-
ghng trade sprang up in consequence Opium,
heromn, and cocane, ostensibly destined for one of
these foreign ports, through connmivance with the
ships’ erews, managed to become “lost in transit
The contraband was not to be found when the ship
arrived at 1ts destination, which means that 1t was
unloaded from the steamer at some pre-arranged
point 1 the vieemty of Shanghat From time to
time syndicates are unearthed, n which milhons of
taels are mvolved, and whose promoters are the de-
spicable lower class of foreigners and Chinese,
whose wealth renders them reasonably safe in na-
tive courts through their ability to bribe, but in the
Mixed Court their chances are decidedly unfavor-
able Ruval factions ascertain the probable arrival
of contraband cargo and set about to devise some
means of intercepting 1t en route This ncentive
to murder and banditry was httle known 1n the days
of the “Old Buddha,” but today 1s prevalent in
every corner of the republic Shanghai i particu-
lar 1s suffering from an epidemic of 1t

The hue and cry about child labor in foreign
mulls 1s purely propaganda to deflect trade from
foreign factories to those operated by Chinese own-
ers Where foreign owners pay two and three cop-
pers an hour for child labor, the native mill, engag-

(Continued on page 257)
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Birth Control at the Paris Congress

(Reported by EvitH How-MARTYN)

IRTH CONTROL was not officially mentioned at the
B Congress of the International Suffrage Alhance
which has recently met in Paris The laws of hospitality
made any formal discussion impossible French women
not only have no votes, parhamentary or mumeipal, but
a law passed 1n 1920 makes any propaganda for Birth
Control 1llegal In spite of this obstacle, those of us who
feel that that i1t 1s ultimately the most vital of all ques-
tions not only to femimsts but to the race, need not be
depressed by losing such a chance as the Congress offered
for a frank discussion of the problem Such a state of
affairs in the country which has led the world in the prac-
tice of Birth Control 1s regrettable Surely it would be
to the interest of France to encourage other countries to
follow her example and to have populations with such a
small mcrease that internally it 18 easy to maintain, and
to improve the standard of living, while externally they
are no menace to therr neighbors Enfranchised women
will more easily see this and will laugh at the 1dea of for-
bidding discussion and propaganda on such a fundamental
part of the femimst demand as Birth Control

Political Enfranchisement First

When i Latin Europe and South America and Asia,
women are citizens and not politically slaves, the impetus
to the spread of the Birth Contrel movement will be mm-
mense 'The women themselves who gathered from forty
countries of the world, representing all the contiments, to
discuss some of their common problems were the best
guarantee that the conscious regulation of the birth rate
would 11 the near future become the most vital means for
human welfare They are hovering near the question, they
are getting warm, as the children say when someonc 1s
near the hudden object, and before long they will see they
cannot forever discuss cluld welfare, protection of in-
fancy, insurance for mothers, family allowances, the age
of consent, the age of marriage, the rights of the married
woman, the status and care of the unmarried mother and
her child, the equal moral standard, the conditions of
prostitution, the need for women police and in general
all the laws and customs which disermmnate unfairly
agamnst women, without coming sooner or later, and the
sooner the better, to the bedrock question, to the discus-
sion of the sexual relations of human beings and to the
undoubted right of the woman not only to the full control
of her sex hife but also to the knowledge which gives her
the means to decide how, when and under what conditions
she will give children to the world

Unofficially and 1n private conversations it was evident
that thoughtful women 1n many countries are pondering
much over the relations of the sexes, over undesired mater-
mty and over the prevalence of abortion In Austna,
Switzerland and Germany, laws to permit abortion m the
early stages of pregnancy have been brought forward
The penalties against abortion have been mitigated in
many countries It has to be made very clear that Birth
Control has nothing 1n common with abortion, and that
the proper teacling of Birth Control 1s the best means
of dealing with abortion by making 1t quite unnecessary
No penalties will deter women, rendered desperate by un
desired pregnancies, from resortmg to it

The Need for Buth Control

Birth Control 15 needed 1n countries where the popula-
tion 15 small as well as where 1t 13 large, for as one woman
remarked—*“if a mother has more children than she can
feed and rear properly the total size of the population
of her country does not much affect her problem” In
England and Hungary Birth Control 1s on the program
of the societies affihated to the International In several
other countrics efforts to put it on the programs are
being made

The Congress demanded the raising of the age of con-
sent to 18, the abohtion of the regulation of prostitution,
an equal moral standard, women police and world peace

The open meetigs of the Alliance were splendidly at-
tended by the French public, and again and agamn enthu-
siasm was aroused to the highest pitch by the fine qualhty
of the specches and by their sincerity To old suffrage
workers, 1t seemed fambar enough to have meetings to
show that women demanding votes are still women and
not some strange kind of monsters, that there really are
men holding responsible positions who support votes for
women, that women really are indignant at the disabilities
mmposed on them by the Code Napoleon, but to have a
meeting, entirely addressed by women members of Parla-
ment drawn from four continents, was indeed a wonderful
dream realized, to have a packed demonstration i favo:
of peace and a League of Nations, addressed by women
from fifteen countries and every contment of the world,
seemed indeed a happy omen for the gifts which free
women will bring to civihzation

At the next meeting of the Alliance in 1929 the progress
of the International movement for Birth Control should
be such that its omssion from the program would be im-
possible

Qe
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BIRTH CONTROL THE TRUE EUGENICS

Mothers Who Refuse to Bear Unfit Children

would be exercssed

There 13 only one practwal program of Eugenics
not a Biwrth Controller, preaches a doctrine of despar Compulsory sterdszation, compulsory celibacy,
compulsory parenthood of the eugenscally fit—all these are vmpractwcable and contrary to human na-
ture If we want to check the multyphcatson of the unfit, let us put the power of chosce wmto the hands
of the Mothers No woman wants to bear defectwe children, but so far women have been helpless wn the
matter Trust the Mothers, and gyoe them the power of Birth Control These letiers show how wisely 1t

That 13 Burth Control 4 Eugemst, who s

Bone Deficiency
Michigan

Here 1s my problem My first baby nearly developed
nickets, although I took every precaution and care in re-
gard to her feeding In two years another baby was com-
ing So I made a pomnt of eating all foods that I thought
would make bone and avoiding all bone destroying ma-
tenal In spite of all my precautions, my second baby’s
head was not properly developed, the back bone of the
head being absent altogether This may not seem possible,
as the doctors at two hospitals have said they never saw
anything like 1t before But if extreme precautions are
not taken the brain may be mjured before the bone de-
velops

Because of this lack 1n my bedy, I am afraid of what
mght result 1f I became pregnant again I am afraid of
the state the baby might be m I do not wish to run the
risk of bearing a deformed or a stifl-born baby

Drunken Father’s Legacy

Tennessee

God knows, if you only knew what msery I am mn and
could hear my prayers you would be sorry for me I mar-
ried when I was seventeen years old, and 1n ten months T
had a baby boy He 1s just fifteen months old and I will
soon be confined agamn God alone knows how I dread my
trme My husband 15 a drinking man, and I am 1n constant
fear of having deformed children, caused by a drunken
father We are very poor and I don’t want any morc
children, as I cannot care properly for the one I have
Everyone tells me that 1t 18 a sin to take anything to keep
from being pregnant, but since I have read your book I
know better T don’t want to destroy my health or my
coming baby’s by taking any drugs I had rather have
this one and keep from being pregnant any more ¥or
God’s sake help me

Two Girl Friends
Chio

I am writing to you not only for myself but for a dear
girl friend of mune, who 15 just 22 years old and has had
3 babies The first baby was born ten months after she
was married, and this baby was one year old when the
second baby came, and now she has lost the thurd baby
The second baby 15 very weak and sickly, undernourished
and has had the rickets They have spent lots of money
to pull this child through The other baby 1s not healthy
either, as both father and mother are weak and sickly
The father 15 just 23 years old They are too young to
have good, strong, healthy children Her husband 15 as
good as he can be to her, but they cannot help having
so many children as they are ignorant on this subject and
don’t know how to prevent it This dear girl 1s run down,
very mervous and 1s suply rumed from having cluldren
50 close She always has a terrible time having her babies
She has been to several doctors for help and they all tell
her she 15 built to have chuldren close, and they also tell
her there 18 no sure preventive to keep from having more
children She 15 almost prostrated and threatens to kill
herself if she gets that way agam

Now I think it 15 a sm for doctors to let such a dear
soul suffer They sure have no hearts or they would help
her She 1s too young a girl to let die this way They are
poor people and she cannot lure any of her work done,
she has 1t all to do herself and works hard from mormng
until mght, when she really is not able to work They
have had lots of bad luck, lots of sickness and her husband
broke his arm and was not able to work for over two
months and they have been trymg to live and pay rent
on $2 00 per day My husband and I try to help these
young people all we can as they are very dear friends of
ours and we pity them as they have a hard way of getting
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along Now anything you can send me to help this poor
suffering girl will certamnly be appreciated by me and a
God-send and blessing to her

I will now tell you a httle about myself I am 25 years
old and my husband 26 years We have been married two
years and have no children I am & very small built person
4 feet, 8 inches tall and weigh 95 lbs My husband has
taken me to speciahists 1n several large cities here 1n Ohio
and they all tell me I can never have a child mn the nght
way as I am built entirely too small, that the baby would
have to be taken from me and then 1t 15 hkely to kil me
and the baby Now these great doctors would not tell me
anything to do, all they say 1s be real careful and not have
any babies Well, how can & person, if they are left in
ignorance? I really don’t think this world 15 run nght

This worries my husband and me both I have a very
good husband and a nmice home We both love children
and would certanly love to have a baby or two, 1f I could
have them properly and 1f they would be strong, healthy
babies But I dor’t want to die so young and leave my
husband I have just gotten over an operation {for ap-
pendicitis and I almost died then I have always been
weak, and have to doctor most all the time I knoew my
children would mot be strong, and I think 1t 15 a sin for
the dear little babies to have to suffer I never thought
of the danger of having children, on account of me being
so small, before I was marred, in fact I did not know
about such dangers My husband and I love each other
dearly and both of our parents are satisfied and that 1s
why we got marmed We are not sorry and hve very
happy, only we have that one great worry

Hope you can do something for my dear garl friend and
me, for 1t certainly 15 needed and will be appreciated I
put her first as she needs it really worse than me We
will both do all we can for your good werk or anything
you ask Oh!if only the doctors would see as you do, 1t
would be a better world to live 1n and not so much suffer-

mng

Epilepsy
New York
I have five children, the baby 1s just five months old and
I have a hittle boy that 1s four years old He 1s helpless

He has epilepsy I am not very strong myself I am afraid
to have any more children

A Daughter’s Tragedy
Califorma
I have a daughter who 13 married She has had two

baby boys, the most awful looking things you ever saw,
both of them are blind and covered with red blotches
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They never could sit up, could not hold their heads up
Both of them were exactly ahke When they would raise
their heads they would drop right down on thewr chests
Oh dear, 1t 1s worrymg the hfe out of me and her too He
had a disease one time, but I could never find out just
what, and I am sure 1t was an awful one, for just after
they were married, my daughter’s hair, eyebrows and
lashes fell out, and she broke out 1n awful looking pimples
Is there no way so that she can have ne more children
I feel so sorry for the babies We wanted them so much,
but they are such poor hitle deformed things

A Deformed Baby
Ohio

I have been married nearly 6 years and am to be con-
fined for the fourth time very shortly My oldest child
will only be 4 years and 5 months old at the time of this
confinement My first 2 children were strong and healthy
and I also had good health after their birth, but the
third one which would only have been 1 year old May 30th
was badly deformed It had double hare-lip and cleft
palate and double ingumal herma It was in 2 hospital
for 3 months and died there at the age of 6 months My
health has been dechmng since 1ts birth and it 1s little
wonder I dread this confinement reahzing the deformity
of the last child and my own physical health not beng
very good

Helpless at 9 Years Old

Kansas

My baby 15 14 months old, and the oldest one of four
15 9 and more care thar a baby, has always been helpless
We do not own a roof over our heads and I am so dis-
couraged I want to die if nothing can be done Can’t you
help me just once and then I know I can care for myself
Ignorance on this all important subject has put me where
Iam I don’t know how to be sure of preventing concep-
tion I beg of you to help me and anything I can do to
help further your wonderful work I will do, only help me
this once I not only have a terrible time when I am con-
fined, but canng for the oldest child preys on my mind
so that I fear more defective children Help me please

A Young Man’s Problem
New York

T am a young man, 23 years old, married three years
We have one baby girl two years old There 15 another
on the way which I did not wish to have, as I am a
habitua! drunkard Please tell me what to do to stop
drinking and lhive happy We do not want to have chil-
dren who would be hke me, and I am not rich and don’t
earn much to have a big famly
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Book Reviews

THE INHERITANCE OF ACQUIRED CHARAC-
TERISTICS, by Paul Kammerer Bom and Live-
nght, New York

ROFESSOR KAMMERER chose wisely when he
wrote on the mheritance of acquired characteristics
In a manner appealing to those untramed 1n science Most
people, especially 1dealists, wish to believe that their
acquired virtues, even if accompamed by acquired vices,
are passed on to posterity The author recognizes as the
strongest forces agamnst this view the neo-Mendelian and
neo-Weismannian reaction to Lamarckism, together with
the reaction following the great war There has come
about an intensification of nationahistic and racial con-
sciousness opposed to a theory which teaches ‘“that in-
heritance—the passing on of proudly referred-to race and
caste characteristics—is not everythmng ”

The author groups characteristics into those that re-
appear generation after generation (hereditary) and
those that appear for the first time (acquired) He be-
heves that the latter may become hereditary He 15 con-
cerned therefore to prove that the newly acquired traits
have never before appeared 1n the species He admts that
1t 1s “frequently difficult to distinguish between inherited
and acquired characteristics >

The biological part of the book (233 pages) 1s an ac-
count of miscellaneous observations and experiments
Exact data are not given, but this 1s perhaps pardonable
m a work of such scope The experimental biologist
would, however, be more 1nterested 1f a single experiment
were planned and performed to critically test the theory
under discussion A careful review of the data would re-
quire a publication at least as extensive as the book 1t-
self A few instances must therefore suffice to illustrate
the mismterpretations upon which the theory 1s founded

Miss Hoge, working on Drosophula (the frut fly)
found that a certain race possesses the ability to produce
extra legs, 1f grown at low temperature Under normal
temperature conditions flies of this race develop normally
The capacity to develop extra appendages 1s inherited as
a Mendehan umt 1n any environment Low temperature
does not affect the hereditary make-up 1n the least, it
merely changes the appearance of individuals The author
distorts the facts to give the impression that any fly may
develop extra legs 1n cold temperature and that such a
fly thereafter produces sbnormal progeny n any en-
vironment  Briefly, that change m temperature has
changed hereditary make-up

Matters of some theoretical interest are attached to
certain evidence (?) from graftirg expermments by W
Finkler Heads from mottled speeimens of the nsect,
Notonecta, were said to be grafted onto bodies of the
common uncolored form TUnder certain conditions the
white form became subsequently mottled In this case,

before wasting much thought on theoretical impheations,
the reviewer would like to see the head transplantation
experiment repeated

The author has spent many years in experimental work
with the obstetric toad and the spotted salamander Re-
productive habits 1n both species and coloration 1n the
salamander have been modified by subjecting the ammals
to fferent environmental conditions The experiments
are of interest since they show how environment may
modify individual traits There 1s also some evidence that
the race has been modified 1n 1ts hereditary composttion
but the selectiomst could well argue that the author, 1n
choosing for breeding imndividuals showing greater modi-
fications, brought about genetic change by selection

Nowhere 1n the book 18 a single experiment reported
showmng that hereditary composition differs before and
after an individual acquires a certain characteristic
Such evidence and only such can be free from the sus-
picion of selection, and can establish the theory of Lam-
arck

Human Apphcations

In the eugenical part of the book, covering 106 pages,
Kammerer discusses the human apphcation of the theory
He firmly believes that with the “mheritance of acquired
charactenstics the proud edifice of humamty’s progress
stands and falls ” Democratic and sociahistic practices,
improvement of conditions for humamty, are considered
by some as contrary to Darwimsm ““All measures for
human welfare, such as medicine and hygiene are to be
considered only as obstacles to progress” In contrast
to this the author holds that the real Darwimsm, hike
sociahism, 1s a doctrine of “upward development” and
must concern itself with masses “In the hght of such an
interpretation the theory of Natural Selection 18 not un-
sociahstic, for 1ts war-cry, ‘let the best man win,’ ehm-
nates the prerogatives of birth and money »

Races are modified by environment, “whites and blacks
becoming Indiamized 1 America, Europeans 1 the Far
Fast becoming Mongohzed —The hair of African
colomists eventually becomes curly ” One wonders when
reading these statements whether the chief role in racial
modification has not been played by crossing rather than
by the total of all the energies of nature prevailing in
atmosphere and food, mm chme and soil The reviewer
has not observed any extensive Indiamzation of the whates
and blacks n America

The anthor 1s in favor of co-operation, of mutual aid,
and of child adoption which he considers of httle nsk since
even children of inferior parentage can be greatly im-
proved by proper environment These factors will perma-
nently improve the human race by developing a spint of
altruism

As regards reproduction n old age, evil as well as good
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may be transmtted The wealth of experience and wis-
dom are good, but with these might also be transmtted
a state of bemng blase and prematurely fatigued There
15, however, held out the possibility of gaining the former
while avoiding the latter by means of rejuvenation
through glandular treatments “Propagation at a ma-
ture age, after a hife crowded with valuable experiences—
verily, this would be an 1deal realization if, mn spite of
the number of years hved through, youthful strength
still makes this possible

“Negative” or selective eugemcs 1s favored but we
should not stop there “Positive” or productive eugenics
means the utilization of the prninciple of the mhentance
of acquired characteristics Selection 1s but a cleansing
and sifting process, while new racial aequisitions must
be gamned by cultivating better habits until these become
mstmetive

“The heredity of acquired characteristics 15 a means,
the application of which 1s left to us It 1s left to us to
use 1t for regenerative or degenerative ends” Although
the reviewer does not accept the main thesis of the author,
he 15 not to be numbered among the calamty howlers who
see 1 amehoration of conditions for the indmvidual the
sceds of rumn for the race A positive selective eugemcs
may improve upon natural selection, developing new and
higher types Sterilization, of which the author approves,
15 an clement 1n the negative phase of selective eugemics
He makes no mention of Birth Control which 15 & very
mportant factor i the positive program of selective

eugenics
4 P W WaiTiNG

THE REPRESSION OF CRIME, by Harry Elmer
Barnes George H Doran and Co, New York $2 50

THE folly of a penal system which demorahrzes the
crimmal, and at the same time exposes society to his
attacks and depredations 1s well brought out n this
volume Professor Barnes, however, does not mdulge in
phihppics against our methods of treating criminals His
book 15 & careful analysis of the whole subject He traces
the history and development of penal codes and methods
of deahing with crimmals 1n the American Colonies, with
special reference to Pennsylvania, where the greatest de-
velopments of the earher period were made He then
analyzes the present system and shows the impossibibity
of expecting that the treatment of prisoners of the kind
usual in the Umted States should effect any reform He
points out that each criminal 1s necessarily free for
shorter or longer periods, with the almost certainty that
during his periods of freedom he will war upon society,
and do his utmost to “get even” for the treatment that
society has given him while 1n prison Professor Barnes
leaves the reader with the clear conviction that only by
a complete change 1n methods of treatment, can we hope
to lessen crime, to protect society, and to rehahltate
those criminals who are psychically fit to take their places
again 1n normal social hfe AGP
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THE SCIENCE OF BIOLOGY, by George G Scott,
PhD T Y Crowell, New York

HE author has tried to eram too much matenal into
onc book He writes 1n all fields from paleontology,
through historic biology, to details of anatomy and classi-
fication Every known “ology” cxcept psychology 1s
touched upon and treated hastily
Though 1t contains a tremendous quantity of matenal,
which 1s 1illustrated in many cases with sub-freshman
quahty drawings, the book prebably would be most imter-
esting to persons not acquainted with any sort of hiology,
but who wish to cover an exhaustive resume of the subject
This volume 15 a hybrid between a scientific and a popu-
lar pomnt of view—not technical or authoritative enough
to be referred to by those desinng a scientific outlook,
and yet a bit too discouraging to an utter layman

B W Jonnson, AM

GENETICS AND EUGENICS, by W E Castle, S¢ D,
Ph D Harvard Umversity Press, Cambridge, Mass

R CASTLE’S book 1s a splendid type of authorita-

tive reference book 1n genetics and cugenics His

long service 1n the field of experimental biology qualfies
him to wnite on this subject In his preface, Dr Castle
states that he wishes to present in simple and intelligible
form, the subject of heredity in man, animals, and plants
This he has succeeded 1n doing m an excellent compilation
of recent scientific achievements m experimental biology
The book also supphes a fairly extensive bibhography
In reading Chapter XXVII (Are Unit-Characters
[Genes] Constant or Variable?) there 1s just a nuance
of Professor Castle’s old 1dea of the possibility of modifi-
ability of the gene Inasmuch as he spent many years on
the hooded rat experiment in the belief that he was getting
this modification, rather than simply an effect of selection,
it would be surprising if he were willing to entirely re-
linquish the 1dea without conclusive personal conviction
In spite of many startling present-day expermental re-
sults, the majonity of scientists, however, still stick to the
behef that the nature of the gene 1s entirely unchangeable

BWJ

UNDERSTANDING OUR CHILDREN, by Frederick
Pierce E P Dutton & Co, New York

THIS 1s & volume by a practical consulting psycholo-
gist, to whom hundreds of parents have comc for
scientific 1deas and methods for adjusting both the noimal
and the difficult child to 1ts environment In it Frederick
Pierce outhnes 1n a lueid manner, accompanied by 1llum-
nating 1nstances, the mental content of the chld’s nature
from infancy through adolescence, and shows how the in-
telhgent and informed parent can develop the child’s char-
acter m a constructive manner and a progressive direc-
tion
Arison HastiNse
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““The Nation’s Backbone’’

By Louis Apamic

Parr I

T the time he married Minme, Joe was a
young fisherman, among the best of them
along the coast of Southern and Lower Calhformas
His father had come to the coast from Italy m the
‘eighties, and after settling n San Pedro, then an
msignificant seaport, had gone into the fishing busi-
ness The old man was a pioneer of the now thriv-
ing fishing industry in San Pedro harbor and had
started his boys, of whom Joe was the oldest, in
fishing and marketing as soon as their years per-
mtted

Joe now had a fair-sized fishing smack and a set
of good nets, not quite paid for yet, 1t 1s true, but
being paid off gradually with the profits of his
catches Besides, he had a nearly paid for lot mn
a promismg part of San Pedro and had close to a
thousand dollars in the bank ILafe looked good to
Joe—that 1s, if he ever stopped to think about life,
for Joe, with his youth and health, was a creature
of the moment, of mstmets As to Mmme, his
seventeen-year-old Itahan-American bride, she
shared most of Joe’s notions about thigs

Joe was a hard-working boy—everybody said
that And he was a2 good boy—good to his mother,
the dark-faced, fiery-eyed Itahan woman who had
brought him up 1n the fear of God and made him
go to church every Sunday, to attend mass and hear
the priest, and to confession and commumnion as
often as she thought was necessary for the ultimate
salvation of his immortal soul

In short, Joe was one of the fellows who consti-
tute the backbone of this matchless nation of ours
He was an up-an’-comun’ young fisherman, a faith-
ful husband to Minme, and a good father as chil-
dren began to troop into life

And when Joe and Minnie were wed a hittle over
seven years, the Lord—who, 1n His inscrutable
wisdom, 1s mterested 1n young and properly mar-
ried couples with the view of continuing the human
race 1n general and this incomparable melting pot
mn particular—blessed them with a pair of twins,
thereby boosting the number of their children, all
at once, from five to seven

On the morming following the birth of the twins
Minnie lay i bed, her young-oldish face haggard
and yellow, her dark eyes large, hqud and sunk
deep nto the sockets, her black oily hair loose and
straggly, and the bare arm that lay exposed on the
red quilt flabby and weary Close by her side re-

posed the latest additions to the family, wrapped in
white rags and a gray blanket with yellow borders,
and alongside the bed stood a dilapidated baby car-
riage contamming an mfant thirteen months of age

Joe stood at the foot of the bed, showing little
enthusiasm for the new members He reahzed, at
least vaguely, that they were 1n no way responsible
for their coming, that, mndeed, he himself was n
no shght measure to blame for 1t, but he could not
feel happy about them

“Yuh aw’right, Minmie?” he asked the woman n
bed, lis face drawn with concern

“Oh, guess s0,” answered Minnie, weakly
“Yuh be awnght, Minme Be up an’ round soon
How’s—how’re the babies?”

“’Sleep,” said Minme, briefly
th’ chul’ren, Joe?”’

But before Joe could answer there was a sudden
crash in the adjoming room, followed by a shriek
then a wail

“Jesus, Joe, see what happen now!” cried Min-
nie, terrified, half msing 1n her bed

Joe hurried out, a hard unuttered oath in his
breast As he opened the door he saw the dining-
100m flooded The children had overturned a port-
able tub full of water 1n which the nurse had bathed
the newly-borns a few hours before and which they
had neglected to empty and put away The five-
yvear-old Tony was fairly drenched with the unclean
ill-smelling water, and now wailed in discomfort
Joey and Minnie stood around m bew:ldered, half
amused silence, prepared to flee mnstantly, but still
awaiting developments on the spot, while the three-
year-old Antomnette sat in the water on the floor,
splashing about and shrieking delightedly

Joe surveyed the scene for a moment from the
doorway, then closed the door, and was about to
begin an investigation of the calammty when Fanny
entered from the kitchen

Fanny was his sister-in-law, the wife of his
youngest brother She had come to Joe’s two days
before to take care of the children and attend to
the household work during Minnie’s confinement

Then “Where

“What happened now?”’ cried Fanny “Oh, my
Lo1d "™ —noticing the overturned tub and water on
the floor

“Who did 1t?” demanded Joe sternly, grabbing
Tony’s wet arm
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“He did 1t, papa, hisself,” voluntzered Joey,
while Tony continued to wail

“God m Heaven! exclaimed Fanny, picking up
the hittle girl from the floor and placing her on a
chair “They’re drivin’ me crazy!”

“Not s’ loud, Fanny,” pleaded Joe 1n a low tone,
motioning toward Minnie’s room Fanny gave him
a long, contemptuous stare, which upset um for a
while “Aw’right, get th’ hell out in th” yard!" he
then ordered the children “An’, Joe, watch out
they don’ go n th’ street See th’ gate’s shut”

“You ain’t gonna chase 'm out hike that—all wet
—are you?’ demanded Fanny, seizing Tony’s
hand, and glaring at Joe with her dark indignant
eyes, her lips twitching with the desire to give him
a piece of her mind “He’d catch cold, sure s he’s
alive! Change his clo’hes, an’ Antomette’s too!”

Joe complied meekly, and after seeing the kids
safely into the yard, where he told them to stay and
behave, he found himself on the back porch facing
Fanny, whose dark, large face was at the moment
amimated by an expression that threw Joe mnto a
pamc Fanny was a robust young woman, and as
she stood there, her arms akimbo, she glared fiercely
at hm, her thick tongue searching for words with
which to express her rage

“Say,” she burst out at last, “you’re the biggest
boob I ever seen! You go an’ get twins as If you
didn’t have a big enough family already Twins'
An’ poor Mmme’s all n—all yella an’ blue n ’er
face Don’ know whatsamarer with you wops
Ain’t got no consideration for nobody, not e’en
you'self At saisfied t’ have a new baby every
year, but two—maybe three, nex’ time!”

Fanny would have gone on her with her speech,
had not the nurse, who returned at this moment, to
Joe’s relief, interrupted her

Part I1

HEN for days Joe was perplexed by thoughts
Tthe Iike of which had not disturbed his mind
before Fanny continued to berate him for what
she considered his mborn wop ambition to have a
large family or, perhaps, his stupidity in connec-
tion with providing himself with offspring  Besides,
there were other people who began to irritate Joe
with remarks about the twins

“Yuh kinda strong, eh, Joe?’ said one of the men
at Fish Harbor “Well, t'at’s not'ilng—my woman
she one time had t’ree—treeples, but t’ey die, all
t'ree t'ey die ”

And other men at the T'ish Hubor, Ttahans and
Dalmatians, kidded him about his success 1n raising
a family, at which Joe smiled, but quite mirthlessly,
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resenting their talk with all the feroaity of s Latm
nature, but he controlled himself, with 2 good deal
ot effort, knowing from experrence that the best
way to stop vexing talk was to pretend to hke 1t

“Oh, ’lo, Joe, old boy, how’s tricks? Twins aw'-
right, eh? Well, maybe do still better nex’ time,
what yuh say, Joe?’

Or “’Lo, Joe! Say, yuh’re righ’ there with th’
goods when 1t come to do a job, I tella the worl’
*Atta boy, Joe, yuh b’lieve in fixin’ it up f'r fair
when yuh’re at 1t—yuh sure do! Haw-haw-haw!”

These remarks tantahized Joe, for he was none
too quick witted, he could seldom think of anything
switable to say, so be just sruled and bit his tongue

About this time he was beginning to reahze that
he was rather badly off financially Two of the
children had had measles a month before the birth
of the twins, which had put a hole 1n s pocket
Now the expense of the nurse, the doctor, and the
rest He needed a new net, his boat should be put
on the ways, the engine needed ovrhauling, pay-
ments had to be made on the house, the flivver, the
new gas stove, the children must have clothing,
Christmas was coming, they would have to have a
new baby carriage, and he would have to give some-
thing to the priest who would christen the twins

“Sure ’s hell” Joe mumbled to himself

Then suddenly one day, shortly after Minnie had
got up and the babies had been properly baptized,
Joe came to a decision that bewildered him even
more Minme and he would not have any more
children! These twins were the last Seven was
enough for any woman to have and for any man
to support In fact, if one considered everything
seven were too many—a burden

Joe confidently beheved, indeed knew, that he
and Minme would bring no wore children into the
world He knew that there was a method of pre-
venting the birth of unwanted children, though he
was unfamhar with the techmque He had come
sufficiently i contact with the sinful world to know
that there was a safe and sure way of doing that
He decided to have a talk with Minme, for he sus-
pected that in order to practice Birth Control suc-
cessfully he would have to have her co-operation

But Joe could not bring himself to discuss with
his wife this, to him, allimportant matter In s
mind hovered the dismaying thought that it was a
sin, a mortal sin, to even think of such a thing,
something monstrously immoral, wrong before God
and man, and he feared that it would be enor-
mously more wicked of him to even suggest such an
evil thought to Mimmnie, who was a good, religious
God-fearing woman

(To be continued)
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News Notes

UNITED STATES
New York

FROM headquarters of the American Birth Con-
trol League in New York comes the announce-
ment of a World Population Conference to be held
m Geneva next year The date of the Conference
15 August 31st-September 2, 1927 1t will be held
m the Conservatoire de Musique, Geneva, under
the presidency of Dr C C Lattle, President of the
University of Michigan and also President of the
International Birth Control League Other officers
of the Conference are Mrs Margaret Sanger and
Dr C V Drysdale of England, Honorary Secre-
taries, Mrs Juliet B Barrett Rublee of New
York and Mr Clinton Chance of England, Honor-
ary Treasurers, and Mrs Edith How-Martyn,
Conference Secretary 'The Program Commuttee
mcludes Professor Raymond Pearl, of Johns
Hopkins, Professor Edward M East of Harvard,
President C C Lattle of Michigan Umiversity,
Dr Whittredge Wilhams of Johns Hoplkuns, Pro-
fessor Wesley C Mitchell, Professor Henry F
Fairchild, and Professor Franklin H Giddings

The Conference will meet under the auspices of
leading scientists and scientific orgamizations of
many countries It will be, in effect, a conclave of
the medical, brological, sociclogical, ethical and
statistical authorities of the world, who have gone
far in the study of the population problem, but who
have never before assembled at a common meeting
table to exchange their views and co-ordinate then
knowledge The attention of all those interested in
the various technical phases underlying the problem
as a2 whole 1s called to this international meeting
and their co-operation 1s earnestly requested

It 1s planned to have each section presided over
by eminent authorities in each particular field and
so to arrange the meetings that all branches of sci-
ence represented will have an opportunity of con-
tact with each other

New Jersey

THE story of the Riverside Birth Control
League, told n the following personal letter, 15
of great mterest It shows how any earnest believer
in Birth Control can arouse interest mn her com-
mumty and set on foot a movement which, from
small beginnings, wiil attain to large importance
and usefulness The letter 1s from Mrs Laura A
Winkelspecht, President of the Camden League
It reads
“It was during the summer of 1923 that a friend
of mimne called my attention to the advertisement

in a magazine of the book called “Woman and the
New Race,” by Margaret Sanger We sent for the
book and both read it After reading it, I wrote to
Mrs Sanger and, shortly after, jomned the Amer:-
can Birth Control League 1 soon realized that
the Birth Control movement was the finest move-
ment I had ever known of, and I began telling all
my friends about 1t and got several of them to jon
the American Birth Control League I wrote for
free literature and gave it out

In March 1924, I visited 2 friend in Camden,
N J, whom I had gotten to jon the American
Birth Control League There was to be a Birth
Control meeting 1n the Y M C A that evening,
so we both went to 1t The subject was new to
nearly all the people there, but a branch of the
American Birth Control League was organized, as
the Camden Branch My friend, Mrs Shaeffer,
and I jomed the Branch and Mr Everett J Meves,
who was elected Secretary, offered to lecture for
any one who would get an audience 1n their home
I spoke to a few of my neighbors and friends mn
Raverside and got seven to promse to come, but
when the evenung of the lecture arrived there were
seventeen 1n the audience Mr Meves spoke and
was favorably received Later I again opened my
home for a Birth Control meeting, and Mr Meves
spoke to an audience of about 35

In January 1925, we held a meeting at my house
to orgamize a Riverside, N J, Branch of the
American Birth Control League We completed
orgamzation m February, 1925 I was elected
President, Mrs Freda Lecony, Vice-President,
Mrs Clara Carruthers, Secretary Meetings were
held at my home about once a month during the
cool weather At our last election of officers, I was
agamn chosen President, Mrs Ely of Bridgeboro,
N J, Vice-President, and Mrs Lecony, Secretary

I made a house to house canvass in Riverside
several afternoons, talking to the people about
Birth Control, and getting them to sign the Birth
Control petition to the Legislature I also visited
some people in Delanco, Beverly, Bridgeboro and
Riverton I succeeded in getting about 225 signa-
tures on our petition Among those who signed
were doctors, nurses, a lawver a Methodist min-
i1ster, some members of our Board of Eduecation,
business men and other crtizens

I visited doctors in Riverside, Delanco, Riverton,
Beverly and Mt Holley and arranged for a Birth
Control lecture to be given to the Medical Society
of Burlington County The lecture was given by
Dr Hannah Stone m St Mary’s Hall in Burling-
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ton The Riverside Board of Education had given
permssion to use the auditorrum of the Washing-
ton Street Public Schooel for a public Birth Con-
trol meeting, but after I had made all arrange-
ments, they changed their decision and refused the
hall I then asked Mr Jacob Fox, manager of the
moving pictures here to rent us the auditormm He
donated us 1ts use for an evening in May, 1925, and
we held the public Birth Control meeting

More than a year ago I visited a few houses n
the colored section of Riverside, and talked to the
people about the Birth Control movement I
learned that the colored people are seriously 1n need
of Birth Control information I try to make use
of every opportumity to speak to people about the
Birth Control movement, and have made many con-
verts, and succeeded in getting members for the
American Birth Control League The Burlngton
County Press prints all the Birth Control news that
I gve to 1t

I beleve that the Birth Control movement is
laying a foundation for a better world

Pennsylvama

THE Sesqui-Centennial Exposttion at Philadel-
phia has been the center of Birth Control ac-
trvity since the booth was opened at the beginning
of July 'The Pennsylvania group has been active
n its co-operation with the American Birth Control
League national executive n planning and mn at-
tendance at the booth September has been under-
taken by the New York group and Mrs Sanger
and some of the members of the National Board
will be in attendance during the month Short
Birth Control addresses are made at intervals in the
educational audtorrum and in September these
addresses will be made by Mrs Sanger and fellow
workers Much nterest in Birth Control 1s being
shown by the workers 1n the State and an effort 1s
bemng made to start a campaign among the trades
unionists of Reading

Califforma

R COOPER’S campaign among the medical
men of Califorma, the first part of which was
reported mn our July 1ssue, was conunued with dih-
gence and success through the latter part of June
and July
On June 14th, Dr Cooper addressed the San
Joaquin Medical Society at Stockton It was a
special meeting with a remarkably good attendance
and good interest was shown in the subject of Birth
Control
On June 15th, Dr Cooper reached Sacramento
and addressed the Sacramento Medical Society,
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with 51 doctors present Here Dr Cooper en-
countered opposition from one of the physicians—
for the first time in Califorma The arguments used
by this opponent were the farmliar ones that Birth
Control 1s unnatural and against religion

On June 17th, Dr Cooper addressed the Solano
County Medical Society at Vallejo, with Dr R S
Leachman as chairman One feature of this meet-
ing was the co-operation by the Sacramento Inde-
pendent, which promised to run a feature article on
Birth Control in the next Sunday paper At all
these places, doctors are mterested n discussing
possibilities for a Birth Control clime, but many
of the towns are too small for such an undertaking

On June 18th, Dr Cooper addressed the Nappa
County Medical Association at Nappa, with Dr
George Dawson as Chairman The feature of this
meeting was the large proportion of doctors who
offered their co-operation in giving information to
patients

On June 21st, Palo Alto was reached and Dr
Cooper addressed two meetings, one a medical and
the other a lay meeting The Chairman of the
medical meeting was Dr Granville Wood, of the
lay meeting, Mrs Mary E Thygeson Prehmi-
naries were arranged for a meeting for Mr Percy
Clark on his visit to Palo Alto

On June 24th, Dr Cooper reached Salinas, and
addressed the Monterey County Medical Society,
with Dr Bingamun 1s Chairrman It was very hot
weather and many doctors were away on vacation,
but good interest was shown by those who attended

On June 26th, at Fresno, Dr Cooper addressed
the Fresno County Medical Society, with Dr A
¥  Anderson, the President, in the charr The
Fresno Republican sent a reporter to the meeting
and gave a full account and a special article on
Birth Control the following Sunday

On June 28th, Dr Cooper addressed a group of
doctors at a special meeting held in the Cottage
Hospital of Santa Barbara, with Dr Alexander C
Soper as chairman The interest was very good
and Dr Cooper comments “Califorma 1s very pro-
gressive and I have not met with much opposi-
tion ”

On June 29th, at San Lws Obispo, Dr Cooper
spoke to the San Luis Obispo County Medieal So-
ciety, in the Samtorum Dr P J Jackson, Presi-
dent, was m the chair, and there were doctors there
who had driven in for the meeting from places dis-
tant 30 or 40 miles

Reaching Los Angeles, Dr Cooper spent the
first davs of Julv in plannming for a return visit to
that part of Califoinia, and discussing local work
with Dt Bramerd and Dr Rosanoff He also
visited the Lios Angeles Mothers Chme on which he
made a favorable report



HE Mid-West Student Conference, which met

in Kansas City, June 13th-15th, included Birth
Control among the problems discussed This con-
ference, which works under the motto enunciated
by Abraham Lincoln, “The man who widl not in-
vestigate both sides of a question 18 dishonest,”
takes up such problems as Socialism, Cornmumnism,
the Open Shop, Public Ownership, Prisons and
Crimmals, Peace and Religion The speaker on
Birth Control was Dr E A Burkhardt, and an
excellent place was found for 1t on the third morn-
g of the Conference

ENGLAND

N Tuesday, June 22, the World Migration
Congress opened 1ts sessions n London It
had been called by the International Federation of
Trade Umons and the Labor and Socialist Inter-
national to discuss and formulate a Labor policy
towards mgration—both emigration and immgra-
tion  Its sessions lasted over four days, there were
delegates present from 27 countries There was a
consensus of opmion that migration must be
regulated, both nationally and mternationally, and
that the interests of labor must be protected mn such
regulation, that emigrants en roufe must be pro-
tected, and that there should be an ample service
of mformation for immigrants, newly arrived m
any country
It was made clear in the report laid before the
Congress, that Labor did not consider migration
as a remedy for over-population and unemploy-
ment Tt could be of use “to a very limited extent
only, or for a limited peried of time” Sooner or
later “Labor will have to determine what shall be
its considered and reasoned pohey mn the face of the
alternatives

1 Overpopulation, with its accompamment of
a general fall m the standard of hving

2 Mass emigration which will prejudice the
workers of the country of immigration, and drive
down their standards of hving

3 War n order to compel such immmgration m
the face of opposition, or to make possible the
further industrialization of an over-populated
country

4 Restriction of population ”

How fully and clearly the problem was envisaged
by the leaders of the Congress may be seen by the
recommendation made by Mr T W Brown, one
of the secretaries of the I ¥ T U, who drew up
the report Tt s hoped, he stated, “that Labor will
see the mescapable logic of the situation, and will
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play its part mn saving the world from the horrors
of over-population while there 1s still tume, and
while migration can still serve as a useful means
of distnibuting world population ”

Birth Control was defimitely recommended to the
Congress by Mr Brown m a speech made on the
second day of the Congress “It was difficult,”
he asserted, “not to see in the present tendency to
restrict immigration a dim and half-realized con-
sciousness that a time must come when the popula-
tion of the world would outrun s food supphes,
and that 1t was madvisable for those countries which
still had ample elbow room to be too hospitable to
their poorer neighbors If that time came all
dreams of a steady growth in the well-being of the
human race under a better economc system than
that of today would obviously be futile, unless they
were made possible by the general spread of the
restriction of population by Birth Conrol

The return of the Registrar General of England
and Wales for the first quarter of 1926, aroused
great mterest and was widely commented upon m
the press It showed that not only had the birth-
rate decreased but that the births had fallen
actual numbers

The followmg table shows how the birth rate has
fallen m England and Wales during the past half-
century

1871 353 1919 185
1895 303 1920 255
1913 241 1921 22 4
1915 219 1922 20 4
1916 209 1923 197
1917 178 1924 188
1918 177 1925 183

Sir J Marchant, Director of the National
Council of Race Regeneration, and Secretary of
the National Birth-rate Commussion was asked for
his opmion on the dechine by the London Daily
News

“The subject of the persistent dechne of the
birth rate,” he declared, “i1s necessarly a complex
one There can be no doubt that the primary cause
1s the deliberate restriction of fammbhes, and n view
of the grave industrial unrest mn the country, that
restriction will not only continue but will merease

“It will be felt n the mmming industry, which
hitherto has been Ittle affccted, and the miners,
under economic pressure, will reduce their birth
rate as other sections of the commumty are domg

“The undesirable aspect of this is that the birth
rate 1s falhng amongst skilled workmen and the
better educated classes, and the population 15 being
mammtamned out of proportion by the less educated
and unskilled classes ”
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“The lower birth rate 1s excellent,” was the ver-
dict of Sir Arbuthnot Lane, the president of the
New Health Society

“It 15 a godsend,” he added, “as 1t shows that
the thoughtfulness and ntellgence displayed by
the educated classes mn the rearmng of familes 1s
spreading to the poorer sections of the commumty

“They are evidently awakemng to the fact that
it 1s no use bringing into the world fammhes larger
than they can support or mamtamn under decent
Irving conditions

“The lowered birth rate means lower mortahty
rate among children under one year of age ”

. R

UNNATURAL SELECTION

(Continued from page 244)

bezutifully adjusted to a wonderful relationship
with their food plant or foed ammal, so that they
depend upon 1t and 1t to some degree upon them
for propagation If anything shouid happen in the
nature of disease which decreased the numbers or
wiped out one of those species, the other would go
Like a flash, because 1t had put all its eggs n that
one basket, and 1t was a very highly specialized
basket

Birth Control, the use of contraceptive methods,
the slowing down of production as a temporary
means, 1f nothing else, 1s a stmphfier in the relation-
ship of modern civihzation to its environment It
makes the situation simpler, 1t magnifies the ckance
of survival of this aivilization, 1t provides a means
of sinphfication which other civilizations have
lacked and largely in default of which they have
perished It 1s an obvious chance to make simple
one factor, namely, the rate at which emihization
moves, the rate at which the fodder 1s fed mto the
machine, and that 1s a factor which economusts, so-
ciologists, biologists can all agree upon It makes
the situation simpler and more stable

Therefore that alone, if no other pont 1s to be
harped upon, I should say, might be the keynote
which this Conference could agree upon that sim-
phfication must precede solution of problems We
all have those problems, no matter what we are,
whether we are working mn the hiological labora-
tory, whether we are in settlement work, whether
we are medical men dealing with the problems of
Birth Control, no matter what we are, we have the
problems Let us not be stupid enough to allow
munor details or personal prejudices to prevent our
wholehearted adoption of an obvious method of
simphfication

{Part of an address given at the Sixth International Birth
Control Conference See Proceedings, Vol III, page 235)

257
ORDINARY DAYS IN CHINA

(Continued from page 246)

ing the same workers, divides the compensation by
two and resorts to mtimidation for the service
Mothers take their infants to work in the nulls, and
until they are five and six years of age they clean
cotton, unravel rags, sort tobacco, separate straws,
or perform any auxihary work to the mothers’ oc-
cupation that may be assigned them They receive
therr rice, but no wage Later they become an asset
and receive several coppers a week mn addition to
the food ration The null worker possessing a large
famuly 1s considered fortunate None are too small
to contribute to the fanmly budget

A tiny shed or room houses the lot of them In
addition, there may be a lodger or two, who sleep
while the famly are at the mill The beds in a house
occupied by a Chinese farmly of the poorer class,
are seldom without tenants During the day and
far mto the might the streets and alley-ways are
busy workshops Amahs assemble to sew and gos-
sip, the barber performs his duties, jostled and
shoved by the passer-by, the wood-carvers’ shavings
and chips strew the narrow paths, food-sellers fill
the air with the penetrating odors of mysterious
concoctions, a cage of canaries or love-birds 1s of-
fered for a trifle to would-be purchasers, and there
are the mnevitable, irrepressible beggars whose wail
pre-dates the Chimese walls and will continue so
long as the walls remamm—unless by some miracle
China’s young womanhood 1s able to mstil nto the
mnds of her cringing sisters a budding thought of
freedom from the eternal drudgery of son-bearing

When sons come, daughters also must arrive An
anclent Manchu law prohibited the murder of in-
fants—girl nfants—after they reached the age of
three years Girls required dowries when they were
claimed by marriage They could not perform
ritual at ancestral tombs They had one place
the recogmzed custom of the ¢ountry—and concu-
bimes were easy to obtan Few men were without
one or more

The National University in Peking has opened
its doors to women The Tsing Hua University,
established by the refunded Boxer Indemnity, has
a constant enrollment of four hundred, quahfying
by competitive examinations and preparng for
American colleges What this foreign mfluence
will bring about 1s problematical The erudite are
so prtifully few, the ignorant so numerous and the
degree of 1gnorapce so appalling, 1n an age of sci-
ence and advancement! It is to the foreign-edu-
cated Chinese women that Chma must look for an
amelioration of her national disgrace—her swarms
of useless beggars who cause the finger of scorn to
be ponted at the ancestral tablets around which
they grovel and cry “We have no food ”
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