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EDITORIAL 

C E N T U R I E S  long mankind has used the httle 
child, the tender new-born baby, as a scourge 

to pumsh g d t y  parents-parents who have m- 
fringed the sex-code of the churches I t  is amazmg 
that m this century of the chdd such a method of 
pumshment should be allowed to perslst, and ~t is 
only because we have been hardened to the idea by 
long famharity that we do not universally recog- 
mze now how terrlbly shockmg r t  is With half of 
our mnds we try to exalt motherhood, and to rever- 
ence the relatlon between mother and child PIC- 
tures, statues and images embody this sent~ment of 
adoration Wlth the other half we think of a chdd 
as retribution for unholy sex relations-a conse- 
quence of evll-doing by which the woman who has 
"sinned" is shamed Even married people, whose 
union the Church has blessed, are only permitted 
the fullest expression of thew love for each other, 
on condition that they take the "consequences" in 
the shape of a perhaps unwanted baby, who 1s thus 
condemned to come Into the famlly regardless of its 
mother's health, the comfort and welfare of ~ t s  s~s-  
ters and brothers and the peace of mmd of its 
father For  it there may he no proper provision, 
no room m the home, msufficient food, no happy 
lovlng mother to care for ~t 

T HE old Hebrews got rid of their sins by lay- 
mg them on the head of a goat, which was then 

driven mto the wilderness "bearmg upon him all 
their mlqulties " Christians have taken, mstead of 
an animal peculiarly well fitted to take care of ~ t -  
self, a httle helpless chlld, as the scape-goat for ~ t s  
parents' imqu~tles The figure of the scape-goat has 
stood always for lonelmess, desolation, but the fate 
of the dleghmate child, divided from ~ t s  fellows by 
the brand of its shameful birth, has been made a 
thousand times more painful than that which befell 

the goat m the desert The figures as to the com- 
paratwe mortality of legtmate and dlegtmate 
chddren tell part of the story More of it is re- 
vealed m the records of our prisons and our institu- 
tions for dependent and defective chddren Even 
for the unwanted chlld m the fanuly the fate ls not 
much better Underfed, underclothed, dwelhng m 
a shamefully congested home, deprived of its right 
to joyous chddhood and the lovlng care of a happy 
mother, ~t is not only the mstrument of pmshment 
to its parents, but ~t also mfllcts suffermg on ~ t s  
brothers and sisters, who as members of large farm- 
hes run greater risks of fillmg the ranks of chlld 
laborers and becormng inmates of lnstltutions for 
the defective, the delmquent, the dependent What 
could be more lmrnoral than that these httle mno- 
cents should he tormented I n  an effort to check 
the morahty of a few adults, we have been commit- 
ting offences agalnst httle chddren Surely those 
who call themselves Christians need to be beware 
lest they earn the fate pronounced by Chrlst on 
"whosoever shall offend one of these httle ones " 

F ORTUNATELY out of the darkness of h s  
medieval morahty we are commg mto the sun- 

sbme of a new  deal Through B~rth Control the 
baby may be assured of welcome and opportunity, 
of hfe worth hvmg The sacredness of motherhood 
takes on a new meamng, when motherhood is chosen 
freely and 1s a crown of happmess, not a brand of 
mfamy, nor the shadow of an Indulgence The cen- 
tury of the child dawns only when the chld is 
wanted, welcomed, given all that is necessary to ~ t s  
development m d  happiness, and when the coming 
of the chdd 1s completely and for ever separated 
from all thought of retnbution and punishment 
Only thus can we budd up the new morahty, which 
must characterize the Century of the Chld 



Bzrth Colztrol Remew 

eighty million dollars a year are spent 
in New York City for welfare work Such OVER 

is the estimate of the Welfare Council, as described 
in the New York Tzner for June 6th Of this 
amount $30,000,000 comes from taxation, and the 
other $50,000,000 from private donors Every kmd 
of agency for the relief of suffering is mcluded 
under the survey of the Welfare Council There 
are 247 organizations m the field of Child Welfare, 
342 agenaes are concerned with family welfare, 
234 agencles provide hospital care, medical pre- 
ventme work and mental hygene, and there are 
262 societies devoted to educational and neighbor- 
hood activities The work has been carefully or- 
gamzed to do away mth the great amount of dupli- 
cation which formerly characterized charitable 
work in the great city But the p ~ t y  of it is that 
there 1s no attempt bemg made, by any organiza- 
tion under the Welfare Council, to end the need 
for all thls charity and dependence and to place the 
families m a pos~tion where they may be self-sup- 
porting and free from the necessity of appealing to 
any of these numerous organizations and agencies 

T HE work of the Welfare Councd is endless 
The Soc~al Workers in the various agencies 

look forward to ever-increasing needs and ever 
greater demands for money from generous gvers 
and from larger city taxes The work of one year 
does nothing to end mlsery and want permanently, 
and the wrlter of the article m the Tznes foresees 
that "in the future it will be mcreasmgly difficult 
to malntam the present volume of contributions to 
charitable endeavors " "Financial support," he 
adds, "does not grow in proportion to the increas- 
ing needs of social welfare institutions Competi- 
tion for gifts is becoming keener The era of dim- 
imshing returns, the Soclal Workers say, is not far 
off " Perhaps this is a good omen for the Birth 
Control movement I f  the donors, large and small, 
of these 6fty mdlons of voluntary contributions 
are tlring of their fruitless gving, they may come 
to realize that there 1s one cause to which they could 
g v e  hopefully, knowmg that their g f t s  would go 
to end social mlsery and not to perpetuate it 
Surely then instead of finding ~t difficult to raise 
an  income of less than $60,000-a mere drop com- 
pared to the amount spent by any single one of the 
larger welfare agencles, the American Birth Con- 
trol League would be importuned to accept, and 
expend in ~ t s  mission of salvation, hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, each giver feeling that he or 

she was giving for the endmg of msery, pam, 
poverty, and dependency, not merely for its allevia- 
tion and contmuance 

T HE Sesqui-Centennial Exposition m Phda- 
delphia will have a very special s igdcance m 

the Birth Control movement For the first time in 
a great national and international exposition, Blrth 
Control has been allotted a due place The booth 
of the American Birth Control League is m the 
Educational Buildmg, between that of the NatlonaI 
Council of Women and that of the Mental Hygiene 
Society of Pennsylvania There it wdl stand with 
~ t s  display of literature and exh~bits from now on 
until December Special weeks have been allotted 
to states where there are active Birth Control 
groups, and promnent women have undertaken to 
act as hostesses durmg these weeks The staff in 
the booth will consist largely of volunteers, who 
w~l l  attend to answer questions and d~stribute litera- 
ture Flfteen minute talks on Birth Control will 
be gwen daily m the auditorium and efforts are 
bemg made to recruit our speakers from among the 
very best that the states have to offer The exhlbits 
will be of peculutr mterest Months have been spent 
in research work for the charts, and material has 
been gathered from international authorities on 
questions of food, population and health It 1s our 
hope that every one of the readers of the BIRTH 
CONTROL REVIEW who visits the Exposition will re- 
port a t  the booth, and d l  spread the news of ~ t s  
existence and position among their frlends I f  there 
are any who can volunteer as helpers, we beg them 
to commumcate with Mrs Anne Kennedy at  Head- 
quarters in New York 

I N preparmg to bind the recent issues of the 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, we find that we are 

short of the number for January 1924 If  any of 
our subscribers have extra copies of this issue, we 
shall be very grateful, if they will send them to 
"The Birth Control Review," 104 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City Another request we m h  to make 
of our readers is for elippmgs of any items of m- 
terest m regard to Blrth Control that they may see 
in their local newspapers W e  are dwontinumg 
our Clipping service for the present in the hope 
that our loyal friends mll  more than make good 
the deficiency 



The Tap-Root of the Subjection of Women 

T H E R E  are two concepts of the orlgm of the 
subject~on of women wh~ch represent respec- 

t~vely the modem femllllst and ant]-ferrrrmst mew- 
pomts The f e m t s  hold, or appear to hold, that 
the egotlsm of man IS the major factor m the s~tua- 
t~on, whereas the anti-ferrrrmsts place the respon- 
s ~ b d ~ t y  upon Nature, who IS alleged to have or- 
damed that woman should forever be the weaker 
vessel 

Both of these concepts fall far short of the truth 
and for the same reason, they regard woman m too 
h t e d  a way To the fermnlst, woman appears as 
a fully developed corhpetent human being unjustly 
hedged about by aridcurl restr~ct~ons that prevent 
the expression of her potentlahtles and hamper her 
m earrung a hvmg and m the development of a 
career To the anti-femt also, woman appears 
as an adult but of a very hfferent lund She IS not 
fully developed as a grown man IS, nor IS ~t deslr- 
able that she should be so, for her spwml g f t  of 
matemty compensates for and necess~tates her 
havmg rather rudunentary human charadenst~cs 
The ant]-fem~nlst IS marned, mamageable or a 
grandmother, she IS a sem-mvahd and a natural 
dependent She IS an offense unless she has, has 
had, or awalts a baby m her arms Her human po- 
tentlahtres, both mental and physical, are so mfer~or 
to man's that ~t const~tutes a tragc farce for her 
to attempt to enter mto competlt~on mth hun Oc- 
css~onal except~ons but prove the rule 

These two plctures of woman are almost equally 
madequate m that they both leave out of account 
the fact that woman, hke man, has at  least seven 
ages lnstead of one The f e w s t  woman IS a bemg 
of the future, she predicates the mfant, the ch~ld, 
the young grl ,  enjoymg an unhampered youth, 
reheved of bound feet, of bound walst, of bound 
mmd She 1s free to develop, and what IS of stdl 
more moment, she 1s able to develop, for she IS for- 
ever young 

The anti-femmst woman on the other hand 1s a 
bemg of the past, on her thedead hand rests com- 
pellmgly Her abht~es are atrophed through ds-  
use, her ambhon IS stunted by bemg depr~ved of 
~ t s  natural nutriment, her ~n~tlatlve IS broken by 
too great discouragement She finds fulfillment 
only through motherhood, her success IS nearlous, 
her v~rtues are the passlve wtues of old age 

W ~ t h  these two cod~c tmg nslons m mmd, ~t 
follows as the mght the day that the femuusts and 

the anbfemlllsts should come mto sharp c o d c t  
mth regard to the status of them sex To the one 
group dependence IS anathema, to the other ~t IS 
the very breath of hfe, hence each explalns the sub- 
ject~on of women m a meren t  way The modem 
fenmust blames man, because he consp~cuously 
blocks the path to opportun~ty, the anti-fenmust 
blames nature, or to be more exact c d t s  her for 
the sltuatlon But both are wrong Ne~ther nature 
nor man IS the responsible agent 

The subjechon of woman, and her emanc~pabon 
as well, IS of mtrvlslc and not of extrmlc ongm 
Whde ~t IS perfectly clear that m our male dom- 
nant c ~ h t l o n  woman IS under the heel of man, 
stdl ~t IS hkewwe clear that woman has placed, and 
IS s t d  placmg, the heel where ~t IS She IS not and 
has not been merely a passwe factor m the scheme 

A Broader Vaew 

I n  t h ~ ~  connect~on, we must broaden stdl further 
our vulon of woman herself She IS not a bemg of 
one but of several generat~ons and bears both the 
past and the future m her bosom She IS grand- 
mother, mother, daughter and chdd at the same 
tune The ]deals that she holds, the amb~t~ons 
towards wh~ch she hrects her energes, the goal that 
she marks off for herself, belong not to a smgle 
epoch, but are m large measure the her~tage of 
t~me They are both the seed and the harvest She 
tralls not only clouds of glory, but clouds of archax 
custom and traht~on when she comes 

Now ~t 1s reasonable to assume that customs are 
lnstltuted by the race, and condhons estabhshed 
only on a bas~s of actual usefulness Property, mar- 
n a p ,  slavery, democracy, comrnunlsm, cannot take 
root or survlve m purely theoretical sod They must 
have some functional relatlon to the Me of man, 
or they go quickly mto the d~scard W~tness the 
rapld hssolut~on of Utop~as and the success or 
fallure of past revolut~ons Wltness too the amaz- 
mg growth of the f e m s t  movement over the 
whole planet durmg the last century From an age- 
long poslt~on almobt equal to that of the chattel 
slave m degradat~on, women have, m less than a 
hundred years, unproved thew status untll ~t ap- 
proaches that of men T h ~ s  IS a phenomenon un- 
paralleled m the annals of the race and may be 
shown to be due to two convergmg factors whlch 
were prenously absent 

Before the machme era had dawned, before pre- 
ventwe medlcme had commenced to accompl~sh ~ t s  



beneficent ends, both men and women were under 
a kmd of compulsion of whlch they are now reheved 

As flowers turn to the sunshine, so by some subtle 
art, the mll, the actual preference of human bemgs, 
seems to lean toward the welfare of the race It 1s 
to be remembered that inst~tutions, whlch when out- 
grown appear wholly malevolent, such as chattel 
slavery or the & m e  rlght of kings, have been em- 
braced over long perlods of tlme by a humanity of 
the same germ-plasm as ours This would be In- 
comprehensible unless the relatlon of human belngs 
to the soclal order were contmually m a state of 
flux A custom that had functional usefulness a 
century ago may be useless today, ~t then becomes 
rudimentary and disappears 

W ~ t h  the mstitutlon of the machine era human 
slaves became replaced by lron slaves wlth, as a by- 
product, the cml war The development of the 
domestlc mdustrles In mlll and factory outslde the 
home automatically altered the sphere of woman 
Simultaneously preventlve medlcme transformed 
the problem of population by reducrng the mortal- 
~ t y  rate Fo r  the first tlme the raclal welfare de- 
manded fewer, rather than more, offsprmg, and the 
mother-drudge became unnecessary Again, as a 
by-product, the equal rights movement evolved 

Ongzn of the Subjectzon of Women 

Among thr earher feminists, such as Mary 
Wollstonecraft and Fanny Wright, the true 
source of the subjection of women was more or less 
clearly recognized They placed the responslbihty 
where ~t belongs, on women themselves, and though 
lt brought about thelr own destruction hved their 
hves as free women Them was the lmposslble task 
of attemptmg to establish Ideals before their t ~ m e  
I n  thelr own llves they perhaps faded, but m the 
greater life they achieve magnificently 

The orlgin of the subjection of women lles In the 
slrnple facts of reproduction While full fertihty 
was requlred for the soclal welfare, women under 
the conditions of civlllzatlon could not compete suc- 
cessfully wlth men It was a case of the develop- 
ment or abrogat~on of the rac~al llfe, so woman, 
compelled by the stern forces of evolution, chose 
the lnevltable way H e r  energies were consumed 
m the bearing and rearing of children, wlth the re- 
sult that she was forced to look elsewhere than to 
her own efforts for support Where was ~t more 
natural for her to turn than to her mate 1 The rela- 
t ~ o n  of the sexes thus achleved a blas from which 
it has not yet escaped Marrlage and prost~tutlon 
developed as two sldes of the same sh~eld, for sex 
was a matter of economics and not of love Havlng 
but one quahty of wares to barter m exchange for 
a hvehhood. the sex of women became unnaturallv 
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emphasized As  the actual usefulness of women m 
marrlage waned the stress became even more exag- 
gerated Corsets, hlgh heels, elaborately colffed 
hau, hoop sklrts, gorgeous and unhypemc cos- 
tumes, dellberate mvahd~sm, nothmg was too dear 
or too difficult ~f ~t would entlce the male Alone 
in the whole ammal kmgdom, the human female 
thus emerged more magmficently attired than the 
male But by the same token she mfrmged a na- 
tural law, the law of sexual seleetlon whlch vests 
the rlght of choice of mate primarily m the female 
of the species The llst of rlghts that women aban- 
doned m offermg their sex m exchange for mamte- 
nance is enormous, ~t mcludes practically all of 
their legal nghts, even those pertamng to them 
own ch~ldren, it lncludes thew property and poh- 
tical rlghts and them rlght to an education But ~t 
1s unfair to assume that the egotism of man alone 
drove them to this cruel bargam 

Changed Colldztzona 

A country club tea, a fashionable dance, the 
]deals of the modern finishmg school for young 
ladies, today offer adequate evldence to the con- 
trary Sex was and is a thlng for women to gamble 
with and the occasional priceless pnze, stdl upholds 
the competition 

But the racial needs have changed, and therem 
he the seeds of destruct~on for the dymg order 
Short skirts, bobbed hair, practical shoes, glrls' 
athletics, the business woman, the profess:onal 
woman, all are mdlcations of the trend of the tlmes 
The machme age and preventlve medmne have 
altered the function of woman m the soclal order 
and she cannot but respond She mshes to vote 
and presently she does so, she mshes to smoke and 
no man greatly cares, she shocks her mother more 
often than she does her dancing partner by her m- 
dependent ways 

The femmst movement 1s a thmg of the mmd, 
of the heart, ~t wlll alter and purlfy the relatlon 
of the sexes, ehmmatmg venal relatlonshps wlthm 
and outslde wedlock, ~t will lmprove the race stock 
by makmg love, not lust, the baas of frultful mat- 
mgs It mll magmfy the treasures of the race m 
art, in sclence, m possessions, by substltutmg the 
work of two adults for that of one 

But  the emanclpatlon of women would be Im- 
possible, inconcernable, wlthout the voluntary con- 
trol of reproduction The relatlon of Blrth Control 
to the fernmist movement 1s comparable to the re- 
latlon which the foundation of a house bears to the 
superstructure It 1s essential, fundamental, not 
only to the emanclpatlon of women, but to the con- 
templatlon of their emanclpat~on Women cannot 
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ter tion on Chinese Charac 

W HAT* are conditions of l ~ f e  where people are That is whv thev cannot pet work m the c ~ t v  Even 
crowded together like that? Let  me tell you a 

story Certam d;stricts in Chma are so ~ o o ;  that 
even in good seasons the peasants do not expect to 
ralse enough food to support themselves through 
the year I n  a good year they may raise enough 
for ten or eleven months, or m rare mstances 
enough to last through the year I n  an ordmary 
year they ralse enough to  last m e  or ten months 
What do they do? They finish up the work in the 
fall, then they apportion out enough of their grain 
and other crops for seed the next year, put it in big 
earthen jars and seal ~t up Then they measure 
out enough to support themselves from the time 
they begm the spring plowing, through the period 
when the crops are bemg sown and are making 
then first growth, until the time when ~t is possible 
to  get something from the fields to eat the next 
year They put that away in earthen jars, then 
they eat up what is left After that they seal up 
them houses and wander forth as profess~onal beg- 
gars visiting this village and that In groups of fif- 
teen or twenty They work when they get the 
chance, ~f anybody offers a job they snap it up, 
but m that part of China there are thlrty men for 
every job Why don't they go to the city to work' 
That is useless The city 1s full of people wlthout 
jobs So they wander and steal One interestmg 
little ~ t e m  is that they leave their houses almost un- 
protected The houses are made with mud walls 
and thatched roofs They seal up  the doors and 
wndows with mud bricks, leavmg the seed grain 
and food ins~de, and then go off with confidence 
that no one will enter the house T h ~ s  type of pov- 
erty and wandermg 1s so common that ~t has be- 
come taboo to enter a sealed house The wanderers 
wlll dlg through the walls of other houses and steal 
anything they can get them hands on, but mil not 
touch the grain set aside for the sprmg plantmg 

Low Mcntalzty of Vzllagers 

The Amer~can rehef workers who went there 
during the last f a m e  were much Interested in 
these villages They attempted to apply qome psy- 
chologxal tests It was rather dficult  and the re- 
sults were the merest approxmat~ons Neverthe- 
less, it 1s quite clear that those poor vdlagers are 
for the most part of very low mental~ty The rehef 
workers thought that the major~ty were subnormal 
- 
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d one doe; g e f a  job, he 1s hkely to be sb stupid 
that he cannot hold ~t Anyone who wants a jmnk- 
sha coolie, for example, 1s not gomg to employ a 
stupid man who can't remember what he is to do, 
provided a better man is available Thus villagers 
of t h ~ s  poor type cannot better them conditions by 
seekmg jobs away from home because they have to 
compete w t h  others, so they starve and thev con- 
dition grows worse and worse The d~fference be- 
tween the prosperous people of northern Australia 
and the poverty-stncken northern Chmese seems to 
illustrate the contrast between under-population, 
wlth enormous opportut ies ,  and over-populat~on 
with practically no opportumty at  all 

Contrasts o f  Intellzgence 

"But," you say, "all t h ~ s  is not due to over- 
population and under-populat~on How about the 
civilisations of those two peoples' The British and 
Austrahans have a much higher civilisat~on than 
the Chinese" I a d m ~ t  it You also say that the 
rac~al character of the British is higher than the 
racial character of the Chinese I do not adrmt 
that wholly I a h t  ~t as to the particular poverty- 
str~cken people whom I have been describmg, but 
not as to all Chinese Why? Because, for example, 
a merchant In Shanghai is one of the most able men 
I ever met H e  runs a fine store which the people 
of Shangha~ say is better than the foreign stores 
I have met other Chmese who seemed to me like 
my own colleagues a t  Yale, after I got acquamted 
with them The contrast between the most compe- 
tent and the least competent Chinese is essent~ally 
the same as between the most competent and least 
competent Americans The d~fference lies m the 
relative numbers of competent and mcompetent 
Chma seems to have an extraordmardy large per- 
centage of mcompetents 

Now let me try to p o ~ n t  out how over-population 
has a very d~stlnct effect on character I mean by 
this that where over-population preva~ls the people 
not only are weak from under-nourishment, but 
are probably ~nherently less strong mentally, physl- 
cally and morally than people of the same race who 
have m~grated to more favorable environments 
T h s  appears to be due to a selective process whch 
seems to  me to be of the utmost unportance 

T h ~ s  ~s the way ~t works I n  the f a m e  sect~ons 
of Chma, people would get along f a d y  well ~f 
nature would be steady, but nature wdl not be 
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steady Years m t h  good crops are followed by 
years mth  bad crops, and then come the fammes 
The people are thus subjected to terrible pressure, 
and sometmes the pressure touches everybody I n  
ordmary famlhes, to be sure, the r~cher land owners 
get along very well, but the rest of the population 
tend to be pressed outward and become wanderers 
hke the beggars I have already described 

Selectzon of the Unjit 

When the Chmese move out from them vlllages 
under the pressure of thls terrlble famine, the ones 
who are most actlve, most energetic, most far- 
sighted, are llkely to be the ones who move farthest 
and stay away longest They perhaps say, to them- 
selves "Let's go far enough to get away from the 
crowd of refugees-far enough so that we shall 
shake off the curse of our neighbors " On the other 
hand the slowest and the stupidest are the most 
llkely to lmger near the old home The worse the 
famme, the more llkely there is to be such a separa- 
tlon of the competent and incompetent 

After the famine, what happens? Often the 
whole populatlon IS forced to stay away two or 
three years The droughts often last several sea- 
sons The floods may spoil the land by deposltlng 
salt, so for a t  least a season or two no crops can 
be raised 

During the years of enforced absence the 
bnghter and more capable mlgrants find somethmg 
to do and become established in new klnds of work 
They do not rush back a t  the first chance I f  they 
do, they may have a terrible time, for the land 1s 
poor, and wdl not yleld such good crops as before 
And there are many other difficulties On the other 
hand, the poorest and stupidest people, those who 
have not found work elsewhere, hurry back to the 
old homes as soon as there is the slightest oppor- 
tunlty Moreover, many of the people who succeed 
In the cltles or m distant parts of the country never 
come back, whlle pract~cally all of the poorer 
peasants do so, unless they dle Thus the great 
over-population and the famlnes lead eventually to 
a separation of the brighter and the duller elements 
of the population 

Sellzng the Pretty Gzrls 

One significant feature of most Chinese famlnes 
IS the sale of children, boys sometlmeq, hut mainly 
g r l s  Thls is common m Chma a t  almost all times, 
but durlng famines it nses to enormous propor- 
tlons When all the food 1s exhausted, what can 
people do to get a livmg? The only resource left 
1s to sell them chddren The prettiest glrls are sold 
first because they b r ~ n g  more money Ordlnary 
girls sell for about $2 50, and the pretty glrls for 

as much as $25 and $30 Only the healthy ones can 
be sold, and the healthier, br~ghter and prettier they 
are, the more l~kely they are to be lost forever to  
the vdlages and to fall to  become the mothers of 
the next generation Par t  are sold as wlves to poor 
men m vdlages beyond the famme area, but the 
more attractwe ones, which generally means those 
mth bnghter mlnds, are llkely to be taken to citles 
where some become concubines of rlch merchants 
and many are put mto houses of 111 fame "Well," 
you say, "all t h ~ s  may weaken the raclal stock of 
the famme vlllages, but it strengthens the stock 
elsewhere, especlally in the cltles " But does it? 
The clt~es, to be sure, get many able Chinese from 
the rural dlstr~cts, but then what happens? 

More Competent Dze Out 

I n  practically all citles the death rate IS hlgher 
than m the surroundmg country d~strlcts I n  ordl- 
nary statlstlcs this fact is often masked by the fur- 
ther fact that the citles contam a relatwely small 
percentage of both old people and chddren, the two 
age-groups among whom the death rate IS highest 
When allowance is made for t h ~ s  fact and for the 
deaths of non-residents, only about SIX per cent of 
the large cltles m the Unlted States have death 
rates lower than those of the remamder of the states 
m whlch they he, and probably none have rates as 
low as those of the surroundmg rural populatlon 
I n  the parts of the Umted States where the popu- 
latlon outslde the blg citles is mainly agricultural, 
the c ~ t y  death rate averages not far from 50 per 
cent greater than that of the rural districts Thls 
happens m splte of the vast sums spent to preserve 
our health m the citles Moreover, the clty bmth 
rate m any glven race is much lower than that of 
the rural d~stricts, especlally when we reckon ~t in 
proportion to the women of chlld-bearmg age 

I n  Chma t h ~ s  contrast between the c~tles and the 
farming population appears to be much stronger 
than m the United States or Europe No exact 
data are avalable, but we know that the city death 
rates are enormous Moreover, the rough estimates 
made by forelgn physmans indlcate that the Chi- 
nese b r t h  rate, a t  least In the cities, IS by no means 
as great as has been supposed I n  fact ~t appears 
to be lower than m the Umted States 

The relat~on of all this to  Chmese fam~nes and 
to over-population 1s obvlous When the more com- 
petent Chmese go to the cltles, then blrth rate 1s 
lowered and their death rate ralsed As  a result 
the c ~ t y  people dle out I f  the ches  were not re- 
plenlshed from the country they would apparently 
dwmdle rapidly Thus the rmgratlon of the 
stronger elements of the populat~on to  the c~tles 

(Conttnued on page 230 



Paying the Debt to Motherhood* 

H ISTORICALLY,  civilization is due to 
motherhood Men are apt to thmk them- 

selves lords and masters of the world, but the fact 
is that all that goes to make c~viliaation has been 
the result of woman's efforts The pnmitive mother, 
under necessity of caring for her children, created 
the home, the basic unit of society, while man wan- 
dered a t  liberty, coming for shelter to the home 
which woman had established All the arts of the 
world came about through woman's need to care 
for her offspring She made pottery to aid her in 
preparing their meals, she invented weaving that 
she might protect them from the cold, she dis- 
covered the value of soil cultivation in her struggle 
to provide them with food From agricultural arts 
have grown both industry and modern civilization, 
with all it holds-cities, mdustries, arts and sciences 

But motherhood has a hgher function than the 
creation of physical bodies and provision for their 
material care The mother's greatest responsibility 
1s the creation of personality This is something 
that cannot be left to institutions-schools and 
colleges-for we have learned from modern psy- 
chology that the great trends of character develop- 
ment are settled m every individual before the age 
of three or four, whether they are to be slaves or 
creators, followers or initiators, joyful or sad, is 
largely settled In the unconscious influences that 
come from the mother in those early years She has 
an lduence which can never be safely delegated 
to anyone else The creation of personality is far 
more important than the creation of the physical 
body, which sometimes takes place wthout very 
much thought or concern The soul comes to its 
highest flowering only through the effort of intelli- 
gent far-seeing mother love 

W e  owe motherhood for human bodies, for civi- 
lization Now as woman steps out from the kitchen 
where she has been chalned to the sink and the stove, 
into all organizations which help to shape personal- 
~ t y ,  we find these gaining more and more from her 
impulses, and we are beginning to realize our higher 
debt to her But has it In any way been paid? 

Woman as Property 

I n  the earliest verslon of the ten commandments, 
woman was spoken of as the property of man, for 
in ancient Hebrew days, the wife was bought and 
paid for by her husband, who thereupon had con- 
trol of her As the centuries passed, the idea of 
- 

Part of a Mothers' Day sermon, preached In the Church of 
Our Father, Un~versalist, Readmg, Pa 

the husband's control persisted I n  European 
peasant lands today, woman still walks barefoot 
through the fields, cultivating the ground, while 
her husband sits a t  home enjoymg the fruits of her 
labor and conducting village councils I n  our own 
country, we find in the struggle against child labor, 
people depending on the work of their children 
Motherhood is used for the profit of business, 
woman still produces children to lighten the labor 
of adults We, in America, are apt to think our- 
selves very progressive, but we put a penalty on 
motherhood There are fourteen other countries 
where it is safer to be a mother than in the United 
States Every year in our country 20,000 mothers 
die preventable deaths in childbirth, as do also a 
quarter of a million babies I f  we took seriously 
our debt to motherhood, we might do something 
about this I n  government appropriations, more 
money is given for the study of the breeding of 
animals than for the care of mothers W e  allow 
mothers, performing their sacredest task, to go back 
into factories long before they ought to do so, a t  the 
expense of their children as well as themselves 

Are M o t h s  Faarly Treated? 

Do  we treat mothers equally in the home and is 
the mother recognized as equal in its management 
and control? Interesting figures are gwen in sav- 
ings account records in New York Out of 1600 
accounts made by husbands, only 79 were joint ac- 
counts, showing only that number who had enough 
faith in their wves to put their names along with 
their own in a bank account Even yet women are 
not paid a salary in the home, they are still slaves 
earrung their food and clothing 

Does a mother own her home? Have we given 
her the "fruit of her hands?" The answer is of 
course negative I n  Manhattan only six per cent 
of the homes are owned by those who live in them, 
in Philadelphia only twenty-six per cent, and in 
only a small percentage of these has the mother any 
control W e  are very far from giving the mother 
control of the institution she has created But the 
control of the home is only one of the exterior fac- 
tors of the situation Woman is stdl the property 
of her husband on the statute-books and the strug- 
gle now going on to remove these laws, finds opposi- 
tion from the unwillingness to allow mothers con- 
trol even of their own bodies And if, in the pur- 
suance of the funct~on of motherhood, a woman 
should come to death or injury through the evil acts 

(Contmued on page 251) 
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DREAMS AND AMBITIONS 
Mothers Whose Problems Are Not Medzcal 

I s  health the only reason whach gustsfis a woman rm demondung Bwth CatrolP The moths 

whose letters are gawen below do w t  thud  so If these w m n  came f m  mnfonnatm t o  the N m  Ymk 
Clantc, they would, under the present law, have to be turned away Yet how can anyone say that the 
reasons they gave are mwffwwnt, selfish or vrcwus? They affect the welfare of f a m h s  and of the nu- 

taon, and women must be pnen freedom through Barth Control to act as guardurn of thrs urekfare 

Want the Chtldren Rased Rtght 
Pennsylvama 

I am a woman of 30 years and havc been marrled 10 
years and I have five chldren We are poor people and 
my husband and I are always worricd about our ch~l- 
dren We have a hard t ~ m e  to get them everythtng Me 
and my husband do w~thout a lot of th~ngs we ought to 
have, and the ch~ldren haven't everythmg they need My 
husband works every day, but i t  is hard Everythmg 1s 
so h ~ g h  It wouldn't be so bad i f  that was all, but we can 
have some more babies, and I am sure we should a11 have 
to suffer I would l ~ k e  to see my children raised nght, 
but how can you ralse them rlght when you have so many 
and nothing to raise them on I work hard every day 
I have to do all my sewmg, for we cannot afford to buy 
thmgs made up  My husband doesn't want any more 
ch~ldren and I don't We are awful careful, but I am so 
afra~d,  for I know ~t wdl happen, and I don't know what 
wd1 become of us I never had no chance in the world, 
for I come frow a large fanuly and my mother and father 
had a hard tlme Sometimes we thmk we could get along, 
~f we just wouldn't have any more I pray every month, 
but I never know if I mill come around or not 

"Those Dirty, Neglected ChtZdren" 
Pennsylvama 

I am a young woman of 23 I have two children, a g ~ r l  
of 3% years and a boy 6 months old I have a ternbly 
hard t ~ m e  gwmg b ~ r t h  to a baby I have been compelled 
to employ an expert doctor each tune and be taken to 
the hosp~tal 

These two bab~es have cost us more money than we can 
afford, as my husband 1s employed in the nunes, and our 
Income mll not pernut us havlng more chlldren 

I hve m a small nunlng town, surrounded by large 
fore~gn fam~hes They usually have from five to mne chd- 
dren. and as I s ~ t  m mv home looklnp out of the mndow 

on the d ~ r t y  street In front of us, and see all those dirty, 
unkempt and neglected chddren playmg In the gutter, I 
shut my eyes and cry b~tterly when I thmk of the future 
Suppose 1'11 have five or SIX 

I thmk I would be c o m t t m g  a crme In bnnglng them 
into t h ~ s  world, and then see them neglected, w~thout 
proper food, clothing or educat~on, and send them out to 
work as soon as they are able to get a J O ~  

Dreams for the Future 
Idaho 

I'm only 24 years old, and have two lovely ch~ldren, a 
boy 4 and a g ~ r l  3 I was marned when I was 18 years 
old and have had four children, the first and last are 
dead 

We are very poor people, trymg t o  pay for a httle 
ranch, and my husband 1s a very hard worker, but I've 
been a drawback w~th  so much s~ckncss, for when I'm 
pregnant I'm very m~serablc and suffer the whole rune 
months through We can't afford a h~red prl, so I ~ u s t  
have to drag through ~t and a t  t~mes I get so blue that, 
if it wasn't for my httle ones, I could cheerfully gwe up, 
as my husband gets ~ rn tab le  too a t  such tunes - 

I know there must be some way out, as so many women 
are not havlng bab~es all the tune I love the httle ones, 
and only msh my four had hved But as  God hdn't see 
fit, I don't want t o  take a chance and leave my two w~th- 
out a mother 

I have my dreams for them future, as every mother 
does, and want them to havc the educat~on that I never 
could have and lovely home that also I nelcr had 

I've lost all desire, for the reason I'm afra~d,  and my 
husband accuses me of bemg stmgy and not lovlng h~m, 
but I cannot help ~ t ,  as I t ry  very hard to overcome ~t 
Marned hfe would be a lovely pleasure ~f ~t wasn't that  
we poon women have t o  worry over that, as most do, and 
the doctors won't help us, as we cannot pay the pnce as 
the women mth  monev can 



It Takes Work and Strength 
Kansas 

I am 30 years old and have been mamed 7% years I 
have two sweet babies hving and have lost 3 a t  7 months, 
and as I have gone through a great deal of suffenng, I 
would hke to have your help on Birth Control 

I lole chlldren as well as any one could We love them 
so well, that we don't care to bnng any more into the 
world for they may not be properly provided for as they 
should It takes strength and work to keep chlldren re- 
spectable, it makes my heart ache t o  see little ones not 
cared for 

I think I have an ideal husband He 1s so good to me 
and the kiddies, and in every way When night comes he 
1s home or we are mth him, and I can say he also feels 
we have all we can care for In the nght way, for a t  least 
a few years o r  till we have a larger pocketbook than we 
now have 

We have also practised contlnencc, but of course i t  
always ends In and causes all kinds of quarrels and hard 
feelings, and even brlngs up the sub~ect of prostitution, 
and what woman, ~f she loves her husband, would send him 
to such places to get what she could give and would gladly 
gtve, ~f only she could feel sure there would be no more 
unwanted children from such intercourse I have brooded 
and worrlcd over this state of affairs till I have become 
bltter and utterly discouraeed, and how can a woman be - .  
a happy mother and a fit companion for her children in 
such a state of mind? 

A Mother of Scx 
West Virgmia 

I am 34 years old and am the mother of six children, 
and our financlal means are Lmted, and I am afrald more 
children would be burdensome, and a t  the same time we 
would not be able to educate and clothe them as they 
should be My husband and I are very affectionate 
toward each other, and we are both ignorant of how to 
protect ourselves from more children other than to h e  
apart, and we just can't do that 

Only Absolute Necessities 
New York 

I do not ask information of you out of sheer cunoslty, 
but out of what I feel is neces_sity I am a mother of six 
chddren rangmg In years from 14 to 2, and have under- 
gone two abortion operations Am 30 years of age and 
h e  in terror of the future and more unwanted chddren 
We are people of very moderate means and it makes us 
hustle to make both ends meet, so t o  speak Luxunes are 
unknown to us, the absolute necessities are all we can 
d o r d  We reahze we have committed a crune m bavmg 
too large a farmly, but what can we do when the family 

physician cannot be made to tell you even the shghtest 
idea of what t o  do 

We have tned since the birth of our t h r d  chdd to limit 
our family by trying out all dfferent so-called preventive 
means, given us by well-meamng neighbors and fnends, 
only to find they are not sure, and always comes another 
unwanted child Of course we learn t o  love them (much 
as I have prayed they would be born dead) and that 
makes the hurt greater 

An Ambctwus Wife 
Pennsylvama 

I have been marned for six months, and I don't want 
to have any children for a t  least a year and a half, or 
probably two, the reason being mainly financlal My hus- 
band is a young engineer, and if you know anything about 
engineers, you know that we are far  from affluent Not 
only that, but he contracted debts to go through school 
and we are economizing in every way to pay these, and 
again, he has another term a t  Tech before he is graduated, 
which we hope can be accompl~shed next year mth my 
help, as I feel confident that I can get a position in Boston 
that m11 enable us to hve through the term At present 
our aim and amb~tion in hfe is to get his degree and to 
pay his debts, so that we can breathe freely and do what 
we hke without feeling that we have no rlght 

"Not a Roof of Our Own" 
Oklahoma 

I have 2 children, the oldest is 5, the other 2 Have 
been married 9 years When the first one was born, I had 
convulsions It dled a t  birth Just  a year there was an- 
other one It was dead a week before it was born Just  
13 months there was another one He is hvmg but was 
sick all the time till he was 3 years old, in 18 months an- 
other one, it d e d  before it was born Then 4 months mis- 
carnage Just  a year till another one came He is still 
living I had a miscarriage last October The children 
were all boys but the last one We are poor We haven't 
a roof of our own My husband has to work by day work 
for a living, hasn't got a steady ~ o b  Don't believe I can 
stand it any more Please help me so I can help raise my 
children 

"We Are Poor" 
Arkansas 

I am the mother of seven chddren, six hvmg, and I sure 
have my hands full taking care of so many, for we are 
poor people My baby 1s two years old, and I am In dread 
of another all the time, as so many mothers are I love 
my chlldren that I have and d do my best for them 
But, as  we are poor, that  isn't very much I Bave four 
going to school 



Ik Reviews 
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MODERN CRIME ITS PREVENTION AND PUN-  
I S H M E N T  The Annals of the Amencan Academy 
of Political and Soclal Science, May 1926 Vol 
CXXV, No 214 

W H I S  is a symposium on a much abused subject, dis- 
1 closmg almost a s  many viewpoints and approaches as 

one would find in a less carefully selected group of ob- 
servers The  papers reveal an  amazing number of crimi- 
nal procedures, varymg geographically, and a perusal 
of the entlre volume of 286 pages will convmce any 
thoughtful person tha t  no panacea is a t  hand and no one 
remedy will remove all the ills we suffer from Frequently, 
the remedy offered is more grlevous than the afflictron 
Recently, a happy proposal was made t o  fix all bail a t  
a figure which would ensure offenders remaining In cus- 
tody untrl tna l ,  in order tha t  crlmmals might be pre- 
vented from pursumg their slnful course while under in- 
dlctment The  proposal has charm but overlooks the fact  
tha t  not all persons against whom charges have been 
brought a re  gudty F a r  sounder is the policy of Judge 
Lewis ( p  124) who says, "We belleve, some of us, t ha t  
punishment swift and sure and llght 1s f a r  more effectwe 
than pun~shment long delayed and unduly severe 9, 

If you emphas~ze the "swift" and the "sure," the "light" 
may well follow 

Hon Ellen C Potter  in her "Spectacular Aspects of 
Cnme In Rela t~on t o  the Crime Wave" ( p  1) effectually 
d~sposes of the cnme wave and makes it plam tha t  ~t is 
no novelty m t h  whlch we deal You cannot t ~ e  the blame 
Into one bundle and lay i t  on the doorstep of the courts, 
the newspapers, o r  any other single agency Crime has 
not ~ncreased, but, on the contrary, has decreased In pro- 
portion t o  the population ( p  18) Nevertheless, we have 
what D r  Kirchwey has called elsewhere "a chronic condi- 
tion of cnmmality in our Amencan c~vilizatlon which f a r  
transcends tha t  of any country of western Europe or  of 
our English ne~ghbor t o  the north of us " W e  probably 
always m11 have it in greater o r  lesser degree The  causes 
a re  legon but  ~t seems to  me tha t  Ma jo r  Adam5 in h ~ s  
"Observations and Expenences a s  Superntendent of the 
S ta te  Police of Pennsylvama" ( p  143) has made a n  un- 
usually acute analysis worthy of more detailed and ex- 
haustive treatment "The law enforcement machmery of 
the U n ~ t e d  States is made u p  of several more o r  less In- 
dependent or  d~sassoc~ated  u n ~ t s  only co-ord~nated by the 
fac t  t ha t  none can reach the full purpose for  ~ t s  belng 
mthout  the co-operation of the others Each of these 
umts is frequently actuated by influences which a r e  op- 
posed t o  each other, and the results a re  frequently un- 
satisfactory, o r  negative " 

We haven't the unified police systems of western 
Europe W e  are forty-eight sovereignties m t h  free ngh t  
of passage from one t o  another except when e x t r a d ~ t ~ o n  

is sought Identification bureaus are occasional and of 
every degree of effic~ency, owing no duty except t o  the 
local groups tha t  created them Companson with western 
European countnes 1s ~mpossible wh~le these t h ~ n g s  a r e  
so and they probably always mll  be 

What  then is the remedy 2 Let us study t o  Improve each 
weak spot a t  every point in our machinery An appo~ntive 
judiciary is better than an  electlve one Prosecutors ap-  
pomted by the court are better than  prosecutors depend- 
ent  upon elect~on Grand Junes a re  unnecessary except, 
perhaps, In c a p ~ t a l  cases ( p  117) The accused should 
be permitted t o  waive jury trial ( p p  107, 117) Parole 
1s rarely used and freely abused Probation 1s in httle 
better pllght (see the condition found by the Baltimore 
Cnme Commission and the excellent remedy, p 104) 
Preventive work 1s in ~ t s  infancy Let  us inslst on all the 
facts  and refuse t o  be stampeded by glimpses and part ial  
t ruths W e  have made progress and there 1s no reason 
why we should not continue t o  do so 

GEORGE H DAY 

" T H E  W H I T E  MONKEY," by John Galsworthy 
Charles Scribners Sons, New York 

who are acquainted with Mr  Galsworthy's 
T z E t e  Saga" find ln "The White Monkey" the same 
atmosphere of B n t ~ s h  conventionalism, but wlth a new 
element of modern sophistication 

M r  Galsworthy accounts for  modern soc~ety in this 
manner " Eat  the fruit of life, scatter the nnd,  and get  
copped doing it," proceeding t o  demonstrate t o  us the 
t r u th  of his epigram, using his story a s  the table upon 
which he spreads hls facts, consistmg of the lives of two 
young couples both struggling through llfe each with a 
different alm 

There is no doubt t ha t  M r  Galsworthy explams his 
epigram in all clarity In p ~ c t u r ~ n g  t o  us the rather In- 
s ~ p i d  hfe of the well-to-do couple mvolved in the search 
fo r  an  mtellectual existence, and then contrasting it 791th 
t ha t  of the other couple a t  odds with the material ends 
of llfe The  combinat~on 1s tha t  of profound ennui, re- 
lieved here and there by a dash of v~vaclty, comlng In the 
form of the troubles of the B~cket t  couple 

The  problem In Fleur, always t rymg  to  satisfy her In- 
tellectual self, IS taken care of in time She has been volun- 
t a n l y  ch~ldless and her maternal ~ns tmc t s  d~verted them- 
sehes ~ n t o  other channrla without complete sat isfact~on 
When she discovers tha t  she m11 become a mother, her 
balance 1s re-established and her ungratified impulses thus 
smooth out into the true course of life 

M r  Galsworthy's book 1s mterestmg I t s  style 1s bnl-  
liant In clanty, and the story 1s well developed, and yet, 
would the book have been so popular had ~t been wntten 
by someone else? IVAN BLOCX 



T H E  LAW OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS, by Charles 
Edward Pel1 T Flsher Unmn, London 12s 6d 

T H E  first ehtlon of Mr Pell's book appeared In 1921 
1 Smce then hls theory has recelved an Immense amount 

of cntlcrsm, but no notlce of any of thls cntlclsm was 
taken before bnngmg out thls new edltlon There 1s stdl 
evldent the unsclentlfic effort to make facts fit Into a pre- 
conceived theory, for Mr Pel1 ev~dently arnved a t  hls 
'law of blrths and deaths" wlthout waltlng for ~nvestlga- 
tlons whlch would have justified the formulation of such 
a law The "law" can hardly be accepted as  such but, 
as a hypothesis, ~t 1s st~mulatlng and helpful I t  polnts 
the way for further study, and suggests possib~htles that 
need mvestlgatlng Although Mr Pel1 shows no grasp 
of the need or the usefulness of Blrth Control, h ~ s  book 
proves plalnly that an uncontrolled blrth rate IS wasteful 
and cruel It may be that nature takes care of births 
and deaths and effects a rough balance between them But 
the balance is only arnved a t  through b ~ t t e r  suffenng, 
and ~t would seem that man, endowed as he 1s mth In- 

telhgence, ought not t o  allow so Important a matter as 
the reproduction of hls race to remaln a t  the mercy of 
uncontrolled forces of nature 

OUR CHANGING MORALITY, A SYMPOSIUM, 
Edlted by Freda Kirchwey Albert and Charles Boni, 
New York 

W H E  essays contained in thls volume first saw the hght 
1 1x1 the New Pork Nat- which courageously opened 

~ t s  columns for the d~scusslon of the thorny problems of 
modern morahty The value of the book 1s necessarily 
very temporary A few years hence some of these essays 
m11 read hke chapters on the extmct dodo, and ~t w~ll  be 
~mposslble t o  arouse any mterest m subjects such as here 
hscussed, just as ~t 1s now lmposs~ble to feel hnng  Interest 
In the questlon of a hell of actual bnmstone and torture 
But t h ~ s  1s not saymg that the book lacks mterest a t  
present It has the compell~ng pull of a problem wh~ch 
1s not only dlsturblng the publlc mmd, but 1s also arous- 
~ n g  turbulent emot~ons such as always rage when innova- 
tlons are suggested In regard t o  sex or rehqon The 
wr~ters include Bertrand Russell, Elsle Clews Parsons, 
Edmn Mum, Isabel Leavenworth and M Vaertmg, to 
mentlon those whose vlews are perhaps best known It 1s 
hardly necessary to add that the essays are strongly 
femmstlc, and that, by most of the authors, Blrth Con- 
trol 1s taken for granted as necessary to any newer and 
hlgher morahty that clvll~zatlon may evolve 

A G P  

u Mete numbers," says Professor Ellsworth Hunt~ngton 

of Yale, "count for nothmg In many cases a dense popu- 
la t~on 1s the greatest of curses, as  ~t has been m Ireland, 
Chlna, Japan and Germany " 

Periodical Notes 
In Good Houaekeepg for May, Kathenne Glover has 

an artlcle on ''Maklng Amerlca Safe for Mothers," m 
wh~ch she descnbes the slow progress of the movement for 
safe matermty She tells of the hard lot of the mothers 
In the West-ln Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, and the Da- 
kotas, m the woods of Mlchigan and W~scons~n, and m 
other States where care dunng confinement IS so msuffi- 
c~ent  and casual The efforts now bang made t o  extend 
prov~s~ons for nurslng and medlcal attendance t o  these 
women she attnbutes entlrely to the Sheppard-Towner 
bill If she had gone more deeply ~ n t o  the subject, she 
mlght have d~scovered a t  the root of the new sentiment 
the Idea and the  deals of Blrth Control, for ~t was not 
untd the advocates of B ~ r t h  Control upheld the nght of 
mothers to choose when or whether they would bear ch~l- 
dren that the natlon awoke to a consciousness that the 
cholce must be made tolerable, and that there was a pos- 
sibhty that women would refuse to accept the dangers 
and terrors of ch~ldblrth ~f nothlng were done to extend 
to them the benefits of sclentlfic ald An mterest an better 
maternity condlt~ons 1s undoubtedly one of the results of 
the campalgn for voluntary motherhood 

In  the Atlantu: Monthly for June, Faith Fa~rfield con- 
tnbutes a shghtly new pomt of vlew to the tlme honored 
controversy concemng the relat~ve ab~htles and possi- 
bihtles of men and women Her emphas~s 1s on two pomts 
Flrst the lnferlonty complex usually created in the grl 
chdd In her earllest years, and second the extreme ran ty  
of the woman, l~vlng a full, normal, marned hfe, mth 
motherhood ~ncluded, as 1s necessary for woman's fullest 
development, and yet able to gwe herself to creatwe work 
as a man, backed up by a devoted mfe, 1s able to do 

It 1s encouragmg to find Blrth Control, o r  any rate 
the control of populat~on, advocated In the newspapers 
of many of the small towns of the Umted States A mdely 
syndicated artlcle on thls toplc appeared as an  ed~tonal  
last month It emphasized over-population as the "chlef 
cause of poverty, war, overwhelming tragedy " "Over- 
population of any country," it stated, "may be a tragedy 
for ~t and ~ t s  neighbors-first an economlc tragedy for a 
natlon unable to make a hvmg, and then a mll~tary 
tragedy for everybody around " 

The Cathdw Remew of Baltimore for May 21st, quotes 
from the Ave Mano, the statement of a R C pnest In a 
western state concermng the Irish Amer~cans of h ~ s  
pansh The chlldren In 130 famlhes averaged two to 
each The parochd  school which could accommodate 150 
pupils had an attendance of 55 or 56 "Unfortunately," 
commented the Remero, "we hear of other panshes, east 
and west, where naturslly, or let us say, by nght, there 
should be many more ch~ldren The evd of race sulc~de 
1s not restncted to Protestants " 



Too Many 

Btrth Control Revzeto 

R A I N  sweeplng down the chasm of clty street, can't keep bables I pay doc' ter brmg 'em, un'er- 
pounded heav~ly and steadily agamst the taker ter take 'em Tha'sall " And he lurched off 

windows of Mrs Satthng's tenement to the cot 
"Always rains on my kids' birthdays," Mrs Events happened fast after that-the nurse 

Sattllng remarked, watchlng the v~sitlng nurse take called a neighbor to help Mrs Sattllng's faint 
out bottles and bundles from her bag courage ebbed 

"Yer need a lot 'er truck for a baby don't yer?" "I don't want thls baby, Doc-honest I don't," 
she slghed "Always, always rams " she moaned, and mdeed it looked for a t m e  as lf 

W H ~ ~  many children have you, M~~ sattlIngz- she would not have this, nor any other baby How- 
ever, nature and skdl brought her safely back to 

'lEight dead* seven llvlng That there Is my hfe, and she smlled when the nurse brought her the 
youngest " A thick forefinger lndlcated a bunch of baby, freshly bathed and dressed, and put ~t m her 
ch~ld, asleep on the floor, clad In s h ~ r t  and dlaper arms 

"Thls wlll be your sixteenth baby?" The nurse's "Do you think I can keep It, Nurse, this time?" 
volce was ~ncredulous she asked w~stfully 

"Sure " No pride, discouragement In her "Oh, 1 hope so, Mrs Sattllng She 1s a beautiful 
tone baby She welghs twelve pounds " 

She turned fiercely, "Honest to God, Nurse, ~t 
"I'd llke ter name ~t after you Nurse, can I?" am't the pam I mmd, lt's seem' the llttle thmgs ,, 

just shrwel up and dle It's hke plants, they bloom Surely-thank you Let's show her to your 
for some people, and for some they don't Klds husband " 
just don't llre for me John sald last nlght he'd "Yer need ter* I seen It Too blg I know 
leave me ~f thls one passed H e  can't stand any bables-too blg It'll like all the rest " 
more funerals and bllls John's good tho'-really, Mrs Sattllng smlled at  the baby, and cuddled 
onlv sort'er shiftless See. ~ t ' s  ra~nln' harder " her agalnst her breast 

~hlftlessl Yes, thought' the nurse,-looking a t  the 
decreplt stove, the solled walls, the row of grey~sh, 
ragged underclothes saggmg from a hne overhead 

From one of the two bedrooms came the scuffling 
and shoutmg of some of the seven hvmg Later the 
balance trooped In from school, wet, t he~ r  clothes 
smelhng of unclean bod~es One of the boys had 
a dull vacant look In h ~ s  eyes 

"What school do you go to, sonny?" the nurse 
asked hlm 

H e  glggled and slobhered a l~ t t l e  
"Aw, don't ask the dunce," John the oldest 

scoffed "He don't know-ask hlm somethln' 
easy 1" 

They all laughed, the "dunce" loudest of all 
There was no lunch ready, so the half dozen chd- 

dren were sent to a neighbor's M r  S a t t h g  came 
in, bringlng the doctor Mr S a t t h g  had been 
dnnkmg, not shiftlessly HIS speech was thlck and 
hls thmking slow The doctor told hlm to he down 
on the cot and sober up, as he mlght be needed to 
help later 

"Wha' for? I got you ter help, and the nurse 
here Whadeyer mean, help? I'm sick er bables- 
no help for me I'll help pay fun'ral bills She 

* * * * * 
When the nurse called the next day, Mrs Satt- 

llng was slttmg up in bed 
"Go in the front room and see the baby, Nurse 

She's all fixed up " 
The nurse went mto the front room, sm~lmg a t  

Mrs Sattllng for her eagerness m showlng off her 
sixteenth baby The room was dark, and she could 
not see the babv's crlb 

"Pull up th; shade so you can see her good, 
Nurse " 

So the nurse pushed aslde the soggy shade On 
the table in the corner of the room was a llttle whlte 
casket I n  ~t lay her namesake, dressed In fine 
wh~te  sllk a spray of artificial roses in her baby 
hand 

"Oh, Mrs Sattllng I" 

"Yes, you see she went I can't keep 'em I 
don't have any luck She looks mce. don't she?" 

"But Mrs Satthng ,1 

"There now, what dld we tell yer, Nurse?" M r  
Sattllng boomed Into the room "I know bables 
Too blg Doc sald so too Kids just don't h e  for 
us Looks nxe, don't she?" 



News Notes 
UNITED STATES 

New York 

HE Amerlcan Birth Control League has ar- 
Tranged for a booth a t  the Sesqul-Centennial 
Exposition a t  Philadelphia, where educational work 
wlll be conducted The booth opens on July lst, 
and ~t IS the plan of the League to have groups m 
attendance from all the States where Blrth Control 
work IS bemg actlvely carried on The booth IS ad- 
mrably situated, and there will be opportunit~es 
for frequent lectures m the audltorlum of the Edu- 
catlonal Buildmg A hostess from each state wlll 
be appointed and volunteers are requested to send 
their names to Mrs Kennedy a t  headquarters m 
New York The Pennsylvania group whose chair- 
man IS D r  Stuart Mudd, IS glvlng hearty co-opera- 
tlon and offers of help have already been received 
from New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and 
other states Among the hostesses are Mrs F R 
Hazzard, New York, Mrs George H Day, Con- 
nect~cut, Mrs Albert Walker, Texas, Mrs Ehza- 
beth McManus, Cahfornla, Mrs Oakes Ames, 
Massachusetts, Mrs George H Dunnmng, Penna , 
MISS Ruth Vincent, Col , Mrs Edith Houghton 
Hooker, Maryland, Mrs F L Rleke, Kentucky 

h o n a  
D U R I N G  May, D r  Cooper spent five busy 

days m Arizona, speaklng three times a t  Flag- 
staff-to 250 students of the State Normal School, 
to the nurses a t  Mercy Hospital, and to the Coco- 
m o  Co Medlcal Soclety A t  Phoenlx, he ad- 
dressed the Phoen~x Co Medlcal Soclety, and at 
Yuma, the Yuma Co Med~cal Soclety The mem- 
bers of the medlcal socletles showed very deep m- 
terest A t  Yuma, every doctor m town was present 
Arlzona faces problems of population due to the 
presence of hundreds of people who have come for 
them health and whose, frequently large, famihes 
are often left a charge on publlc funds There was 
consequently an eagerness for Birth Control m- 
formation on the part of the doctors 

Cahforma 

LUNCHEON,  attended by nearly three A hundred people, was p e n  by the Alarneda 
County Blrth Control League a t  the Hotel Oak- 
land, Oakland The arrangements were under the 
drectlon of Mrs George Rlgg, and Mrs H G 
H111, presldent of the League preslded The speak- 
ers were D r  James F Cooper, Medxal Dlrector 
of the American Birth Control League and Mrs 

Kemper Campbell, a well-known attorney from 
Los Angeles Much mterest was shown, and wlde 
publicity was secured m the newspapers of the 
Paclfic Coast 

The Los Angeles Chapter of the Amerlcan Blrth 
Control League a t  ~ t s  annual meeting m May, 
elected the following officers President, Mrs 
Frances Noel, Vlce-President, Mrs Clara Warne , 
Secretary, Mrs Margaret Lowe, Treasurer, D r  
Perclval T Gerson, Chamman of Advlsory Board, 
Dr Aaron J Rosonoff 

The Los Angeles Blrth Control Cllmc whlch was 
established m Aprd, IS already provmg ~ t s  useful- 
ness It IS under the dlrectorshlp of Clara Taylor 
Warne, R N 

Mr  Percy Clark, of the Faculty of Cornell, 
whose campalgn for Blrth Control m the F a r  West 
was announced last month, IS recelvlng requests 
from many cltles m Califorma, and also from Ore- 
gon, Washmgton, Colorado and other western 
states 

On June 2nd, m Oakland, D r  James F Cooper 
made two addresses The first a t  a luncheon of the 
Commonwealth Club, Eugenlcs Sectlon, when the 
audlence Included ten doctors, the second to doctors 
only, a t  the Alameda Co Pubhc Health Center, 
m th  D r  Shepherd of Berkeley presldlng At these 
and other meetmgs, D r  Cooper made convmcmg 
answers to D r  Ewer's attack on Bmth Control a t  
the annual meetmg of the Callfornla Medical Asso- 
clation 

On June 3rd, D r  Cooper addressed the Federa- 
tlon of Parent Teachers Associations at  Oakland 
There were 400 delegates present, m th  Mrs H 
Ward Campbell, presldent, in the chalr 

On June 4th, a t  San Franclsco, D r  Cooper ad- 
dressed a meeting of medlcal men, convened by D r  
Joseph Catton who preslded Educational work m 
San Franclsco IS much behmd that m Los Angeles, 
but much mterest was shown and several of the 
doctors offered them hearty co-operation 

On June l l th ,  the Butte County Medical So- 
clety, meetmg m Ch~co was addressed on Blrth Con- 
trol by D r  Cooper Every doctor m the town was 
present and there was 100 per cent of mterest 
shown The town 1s too small for the establ~shment 
of a chnic a t  the present tme, but all the doctors 
are ready to co-operate 

Colorado 
U R I N G  May, D r  Cooper spent some ten days 
in Colorado, the longest stay being a t  Denver 

H e  spoke also at  Pueblo, Colorado Sprmgs, Ster- 



lmg and Greeley I n  Denver he addressed five 
meetings A Public Church meeting, the Social 
Workers' Council, Denver Men's Club, Denver 
Co Med~cal Society, and the University of Colo- 
rado Medical School At all these meetings deep 
interest was shown, especially by the doctors, many 
of whom are ready to co-operate in the work of 
Birth Control 

M~clugan 

R E S I D E N T  C C LITTLE of the Unwer- 
sity of Michigan, who a also President of the 

Internat~onal Birth Control Association, is con- 
tlnuing his courageous efforts for B ~ r t h  Control, 
in sp~ te  of the agitation wh~ch has raged around his 
utterances A t  Grand Rapids, on May 19th, he 
addressed the Women's University Club, and 
pleaded for widespread knowledge of Birth Con- 
trol to put an end to the "appalllng murder" repre- 
sented by some 1,250,000 illegal abortions which he 
asserted are performed annually m the United 
States 

N active branch of the American B ~ r t h  Control A League was organized in Philadelphia m May, 
as a result of work done in Pennsylvania by Miss 
El~zabeth Grew The President is D r  Stuart 
Mudd of Villa Nova, V~ce-Presidents, Malcolm 
Bissell, Mrs George A Dunning and Mrs Imogen 
Oakley , Secretary, Mrs H W~lson Moorhouse, 
Treasurer, Mrs Marguerite S Goldsmith The 
General Council includes over seventy prominent 
men and women of Eastern Pennsylvan~a 

Waslungton, D. C. 

0 N May 27tb, Mr  Hoover, Secretary of Com- 
merce, added the weight of his Cabmet posi- 

tion to the warnings against possible over-popula- 
tion in the United States I n  speakmg to the Na- 
tional Conference on Weights and Measures, he 
declared that scientific discoveries ln11 be necessary 
to keep pace with the growth of the American 
population, or "the old predict~on that mcreasing 
population will become the victlm of starvation may 
come true " 

CUBA 

1 N T E R E S T  in Birth Control is beginning to 
show itself in Cuba There is, as is to be ex- 

pected, strong opposition from the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, but the need of the women is great 
Mrs L Stuart Houston of Havana has recently 
been in the United States, and whde m New York 
called at  Headquarters of the American Birth Con- 
trol League Mrs Houston writes for La M u p r  

Btrth Control Revreto 

Movem, and also lectures to women on various 
topics She is plannmg to do elementary educa- 
tional work for B ~ r t h  Control in the columns of her 
paper, though it will have to be under a certain 
amount of disguise, to allow of its appearance 
Mrs Houston was accompanied by Miss Angela 
Lastra, a tramed nurse of the Ledon Uribe of San 
Rafael y Mazon Miss Lastra also expressed deep 
interest in Birth Control, and both women were 
anxious for information and literature 

ENGLAND 
M E E T I N G ,  presided over by the Mayor of A Salford, was held on May 20th in the Pendle- 

ton Town Hall  I t s  purpose was to answer the at- 
tack that had been made on the Salford Birth Con- 
trol Clinic by the R C B~shop, D r  Henshaw 
There was a full attendance, but in s p ~ t e  of wide 
advert~sing there were few opponents present 
Resolutions were passed asking the government to 
remove the ban on B ~ r t h  Control information a t  the 
Health Centers The speakers ~ncluded Mrs J L 
Stocks, chairman of the Clmic, D r  Norman Haue,  
Lord Balfour of Burleigh and Professor Carr- 
Saunders Mrs Stocks gave a description of the 
work of the Clinic and showed how false were the 
statements that had been made by opponents D r  
H a ~ r e  dealt with the medical aspects of Birth 
Control and Professor Carr-Saunders with the 
population question, espec~ally In regard to Eng- 
land and Wales 

Most mterest, hosever, attached to the speech 
of Lord Balfour, who had taken a leadmg part in 
the debate in the House of Lords on April 28th 
There 1s perhaps no other man in Great Britam 
whose advocacy of B ~ r t h  Control could be of so 
much benefit to the cause His attack on the present 
government policy is the more noteworthy because 
he stands high in the ranks of the Conservative 
Party Follolnng are extracts from Lord Bal- 
four's speech as reported in the E n g h h  press 

"The question under considerat~on was the g v m g  
of contraceptive information by properly qualded 
medical people to married women who had very 
real need for it This informat~on would be better 
given a t  a welfare centre than a t  any clinic, how- 
ever well conducted, and the Salford climc would 
only function until the Mmister of Health took the 
action they advocated The present attitude of the 
Mm~stry was an ahsolute prohibition agalnst g v m g  
any Birth Control information in the welfare cen- 
tres It amounted to a definite coercive mterference 
between doctor and patient doctors a t  the centres 
thought certaln information was good for them 
pat~ents, but were not allowed to give it Oppon- 
ents seemed oblivious of the fact that Birth Control 
was there, and the only question was whether we 
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were going to allow the information to be given by 
doctors, or to drive people to quacks and persons 
who made money out of it 

"Opposition to Birth Control came ent~rely 
from people who opposed it on rel~gious grounds, 
and said it was contrary to the laws of God and na- 
ture With the utmost respect for people actuated 
by religous motives, s a ~ d  Lord Balfour, he would 
ask them whether ~t was not a little dangerous to 
m x  up natural law mth  the law of the Almighty 
Our whole civil~zation depended on interference 
mth nature's laws The right of the strong over 
the weak was the law of "nature, red in tooth and 
claw," and he did not see how any religous person 
could maintain that H e  had even heard it said that 
the use of contraceptives was murder, but conti- 
nence Itself was murder in exactly the same sense 

"Then ~t was argued that it was wrong to  use 
public money for purposes of which some taxpayers 
dld not approve, but there were people who be- 
lieved that all war was a sin against Almighty God, 
yet who had to pay thew 4s m the pound to mam- 
tam the army and navy Again, there was the argu- 
ment that the sexual act was only justified when 
there was a definite intent of procreation This, 
said the speaker, seemed to him a "dismal, morbid, 
and cheerless theory of life " It amounted virtually 
to the dissolution of the marr~ed state T o  oppose 
the use of Birth Control on such moral grounds 
was to use a parallel argument to that brought for- 
ward by people who, when chloroform was m- 
vented, objected to ~ t s  use in childbirth on the 
ground that ~t mterfered with the "Divine curse on 
women!" 

The Birth Control controversy continues to rage 
m Great Britain I n  borough councll after borough 
council the question 1s discussed and votes in favor 
or against the g v m g  of Birth Control information 
a t  the Health Centers are passed The stronghold 
of the opposition is, of course, the pulpit of the 
R C Church but there are also min~sters m other 
churches who are taking a similar line of opposi- 
tion Rev Basil Bourchier, preachmg in Man- 
Chester on May Il th,  declared that "if ever there 
was a creed which cut right across what God sa~d,  
it is that of those who advocate m any form Birth 
Control " H e  then described conditions in Soho, 
London, where he "knew of cases of one room shel- 
termg five, six, or even seven people of both sexes 
and unrelated " Yet he contmued "I know of no 
sign today more disquietmg than the refusal of so 
many to bring children Into the world-by artificial 
means and preventatwes I think of all the soul- 
destroying, nerve-paralyzmg maxlms, the most per- 
nicious is the maxim whlch cries out to the world, 
'Safety first ' " 

P A Y I N G  THE D E B T  T O  M O T H E R H O O D  
(Contmued from page 223) 

of her husband, he is not responsible under the law 
W e  have not even given to mothers the recognition 
that their bodies are their own W e  have faded to 
g v e  into woman's hands the control of the function 
of motherhood-to allow her to say when and how 
she should become a mother, by keeping from her 
the knowledge of the control of conception This, 
~t seems, is the chmax of injust~ce wh~ch we visit 
upon the mothers of the world 

The tragedy of motherhood, in spite of the happy 
th~ngs we are apt to say about it, lies m the fact 
that a mother comes to the end of her services after 
twenty years or so, useless She 1s put on the mdus- 
t r ~ a l  scrapheap, havmg no voice as to what shall 
become of her She is passed from child to child, 
not as she mshes, but as she may be supported, a 
pensioner waitmg to die Contrast the joy m a 
mother's heart when she brings a chdd into the 
world, with t h ~ s  final tragedy in her soul, when she 
recognizes that life has passed her by and she waits 
in the shadows for the release of death which is long 
in coming 

P e o ~ l e  are often heard to sav "Monev could 
never pay my mother for what sde has beenwto me " 
But those same people do not try to pay with 
money, but are content to take it out in sent~ment 
But mothers can be paid with money largely, for 
the tragedy of their lives is preventable But howl 
I am not proposing a polit~cal program, but an ideal 
of simple justice " 

Motherhood is a profession wh~ch should be so 
recogn~zed and for whlch there should be definite 
traming I t  ought to be a disgrace for any woman 
to bring a child Into the world that she has not 
wanted and prepared for Only those who are 
trained and can care for children in an enhghtened 
way have a right to bear children And such 
mothers should be paid for motherhood, for the 
greatest add~tion to soc~ety is enlightened free per- 
sonahty, wh~ch it 1s the function of mothers to brmg 
into the world 

If  mothers were given training, financial aid, as- 
sistance that medical science could brmg, and if 
they were paid from taxes placed upon all, our 
social burden would be lighter, and general taxes 
would be less For  now we begin a t  the wrong end 
Instead of devotmg attention to pre-natal care and 
paying m some small part with money our debt to 
motherhood, we build perutent~aries to care for 
criminals, homes for the feeble-mmded, refuges for 
unwanted children There should be some plan by 
which some of the taxes should be utillzed to g v e  
health and freedom to worthy mothers I n  simple 
justice we should g v e  them "the fruit of their 
hands " 
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cts of Birth Control in Latin -America 

I N Latm-Amerlca, Blrth Control began to be 
known about five years ago Before that the 

subject was almost unknown and rarely mentloned 
Slnce the war however, hundreds of persons came 
to the Unlted States from South and Central 
Amenca, people who before used to go to Europe 
to educate then numerous chlldren and who now 
brlng them here They heard about Blrth Control 
as a sane course of llmltlng the number of offspring, 
they compared the slze of then famllles to  that of 
the average Amerlcan These Latln-Amencans re- 
turned to them respectwe countrles, thought, talked 
and practiced Blrth Control to then advantage 
Thls way ~t became known In Lat~n-Amencan coun- 
tries that ~t was posslble to hmlt the slze of a famlly 
to a convenient number and by ~t to save the health 
of mothers and the purse of fathers And also, to 
glve what chlldren they had advantages they other- 
wise couldn't have glven them 

Oppositzon to Bzrth Control 

There are two mmn factors opposed to Blrth 
Control In Latln countrles, the maln one belng the 
Church and the second the Indolence of the people 
In regard to vltal facts Those httle Latm republics 
are strlctly Roman Cathollc In rehg.lon and rather 
narrow-mlnded m Ideas Women are kept ignorant 
of sex matters and when they marN they plunge In 
blmdfolded The average Latln man considers ~ g -  
norance of such matters In a wlfe as an essential 
quallty for marrled bhss H e  1s not the one who has 
to bear chdd after chlld and wreck h ~ s  health by ~t 
Matrimony need not be a burden ~f they learn that 
knowledge and reasonably lunltlng the number of 
chlldren make for happiness m marrled hfe The 
women are ~ndolent , to be plaln too la7y to apply 
a remedy to them trouble They turn to that more 
slnful way of hmltmg chlld blrths, I e , to abort~on 
It 1s not a t  all rare for a woman there to have 
several forced abortions In a few years and yet re- 
mam at peace ulth her conscience They lose thelr 
health, become rulned morally as well as physically 
and at  thlrty they look llke fifty One can not fall 
to wonder why they thlnk abortlon 1s better than 
Blrth Control, no sane person can doubt that ~t 15 

far wlser, more humane, to prevent frequent chdd 
blrths by the harmless uses of contraceptives, than 
to klll a formlng chlld, a llttle hfe that dld not ask 
to be born For  that 1s what abortlon IS a crlme 

It 1s known that a woman who bears too many 
chlldren loses not only her health but also her good 

looks and strength H e r  outlook on llfe becomes 
colorless Latm women are very beautiful as a rule, 
but they marry very young (between 16 and 18) 
and have chlld after chlld Often thelr fam~lles m- 
dude from 6 to 10 chlldren, wlth two elther half- 
witted or slckly I t  1s unposslble to glve 8 chlldren 
the same care, chance and education that two could 
have D~vorce 1s also prohlblted and frowned upon 
by then rel~glon and Latm women just bear them 
load of brlnglng chlldren into thls world of odds, 
llke reproducing machlnes or llke anmals year after 
year They are In sore need of Blrth Control 
Large famllles are not always harmonlous, jeal- 
ousles creep up even among the lmmedlate mem- 
bers, as ~t IS nearly lmposslble to treat all of the chll- 
dren ahke, to feed, clothe and ralse them well I f  
the nch and well-to-do were the ones that had the 
numerous chlldren ~t would not be so bad, but ~t 1s 
the mlddle and poorer class that have and cannot 
afford them Why' Because the hlgher classes are 
more educated, are not so fanatlc or lgnorant and 
have learned and practlce Blrth Control I s  ~t not 
much better to prevent ch~ldren when they cannot 
afford them than to ralse half a dozen badly' The 
first duty of motherhood should be to do the best 
for the ch~ld,  then why have SIX when you could 
only care for one' Blrth Control 1s the sclentlfic 
way of preventing blrths and ~t 1s the sane, senslble 
method of arranging marrlage and plannmg for the 
future Better glve the death-blow to the crlme of 
abortlon so prevalent among Latln people Thls 
can be done through Blrth Control and none but 
the most callous or lgnorant person can fail to see 
the humane slde of thls questlon It IS far better 
to prevent evll than to have to cure ~t 

Undearable Practzces 

Another practlce done m those countrles (and m 
many others) IS a certaln operation that removes 
the probablllty of chdd blrths But  such a thmg 
ages women and causes general damages to then 
health Why not avold all that through Blrth Con- 
trol? Fortunately, during the last five years Latln 
women have awakened from them centuries of mdo- 
lence and have learned more about the vltal ques- 
tlon of bearmg chlldren, that after all, concerns 
women most slnce they are the ones that "pay the 
pnce" of each blrth They are a t  last awakemng 
to the fact that ~t 1s up  to them to set the number 
of chlldren A healthy woman mlght have three 
chlldren ~f she wanted to, but a slckly or dlseased 
one should not It IS no longer "how many chlldren 



the husband wants" but rather "how many can the 
w ~ f e  have," w~thout damage to herself or them 

After some tune of studylng the quest~on from 
all angles, I can safely say that if ~t were not for 
the strong oppos~t~on of the church m Latm- 
Amer~ca, and ~f the women had not been kept Ignor- 
ant for so long regard~ng sex matters, they would 
have had B ~ r t h  Control long ago As  ~t 1s now, they 
are comlng to thew senses and demand to know 
more and to cons~der whether they want SIX ch~l- 
dren or one Before, they merely had the task of 
bearmg one after the other w ~ t h  a few abortions 
now and then Such IS the case of Birth Control 
versus abort~ons and other c r~mna l  practices and 
evds related w ~ t h  sex matters Latm women need 
Blrth Control badly They are b e g m w g  to realue 
that ~t can turn marrlage mto happmess mstead of 
a drudge-maker and wrecker of health There IS a 
r ~ c h  field for B ~ r t h  Control and although the odds 
are many the fight 1s on and the harvest wlll be 
plent~ful 

Books Recewed 

MODERN CRIME, ITS PREVENTION AND PUNISHMENT 

The Annals of the Amencan Academy of Pohtical and 
Soclal Sc~ence, Phladelph~a 

WOMEN oa TODAY, INTERNATIONAL From Women of 
Today Press, N Y 
THE REPRESSION OF CBIME, by Harry Elmer Barnes 

George H Doran, New York $2 50 
THE HOUSE, by Grace Kellogg G n 5 t b  From the Penn 

Pubhshmg Co , Phdadelph~a 
MIDAS, by C H Bretherton From E P Dutton & Co , 

New York $1 00 
PEGASUS, by Col J F C Fuller From E P Dutton 

& Co , New York $1 00 
From D r  Sen& Yamamoto, Ummat~, near K~otc ,  

Japan Seven magazmes from March to September, 1925, 
ent~tled Bwth Control, and five magazines from October 
1925 to March 1926, entitled Sex and Socwty 

A MANUAL OF NORMAL PRYSICAL SIGNS, by D r  Wynd- 
ham B Blanton From the C V Mosby Co , (St LOUIS) 
$2 50 

HEREDITY, by Prof A Frankhn Shull From McGraw- 
Hdl Book Company, Inc , (New York) 

GENETIC STUDIES OF GENIUS, Vo1 I ,  by Lems M Ter- 
man From Stanford U~uversity Press, Stanford Um- 
vers~ty (Cahfoma) 

OUR CONTEMPORARIES 
BERTRAND RUSSELL ON BIRTH CONTROL 

Let us follow an ordmary human life from conception 
to the grave, and note the points where superstitious 
morals infl~ct preventable suffenng I begm w ~ t h  concep- 
tion, because here the influence of superstition IS par- 
t~cularly noteworthy 

If the parents are not marned, the child has a st~gms, 
as clearly undeserved as anythmg could be 

If either of the parents has venereal dmase, the child 
is likely t o  mhent it 

If they already have too many children for the fam~ly 
income, there will be poverty, underfeeding, overcrowdmg, 
very l~kely mcest 

Yet the great major~ty of moral~sts agree that the 
parents had better not know how to prevent this mlsery 
by preventing conception T o  please these morahsts, a 
hfe of torture 1s infl~cted upon m~ll~ons of human beings 
who ought never to have existed, merely because ~t is 
supposed that sexual mtercourse is mcked unless accom- 
panied by desire for offspring, but not w~cked when this 
des~re is present, even though the offspring is humanly 
certain to be wretched 

T o  be killed suddenly and then eaten, which was the 
fate of the Aztecs' victims, is a far  less degree of suffer- 
ing than 1s ~nflicted upon a chdd born in m~serable sur- 
round~ngs and then tainted with venereal disease Yet it 
is the greater suffering wh~ch is deliberately infli~ted by 
bishops and politic~ans in the name of moral~ty If they 
had even the smallest spark of love or pity for children, 
they could not adhere to a moral code involving t h ~ s  
fiendish cruelty 

-BERTRAND RUSSELL in "What 1 Beheve " 

The Jefferson Cozlnty Unaon of Fort Arkinson, Wis , 
through its brave and friendly editor, H L Hoard, is 
doing vahant work for Birth Control among its sub- 
scnbers and readers Here IS a short quotation from one 
of many httle editorials drmng home the lesson of Birth 
Control "Agreeing to prevent war and then mult~plying 
human~ty a t  high speed so as to incite war is ~l lopcal  
E ~ t h e r  help God mth B ~ r t h  Control or give Him back his 
deadly bacteria, so He  can cut down surplus populat~on 
the same as  He has done for 60,000 years or more It 
~sn't  fair to God to take t h ~ s  mean advantage of h m  
Everyone can see that He favors a Vaned Wwld L%fe 
instead of just the three H's-Humans, Hogs, and 
Hommy " 

MENNES~AVLEN UNDER KULTUR, by Otto LOUS Mohr 
From the Author, Oslo, Norge (Two pamphlets in Nor- 
wegmn ) 
- 

'These mag-es are In Japanese and rf any of our Japanese 
fr~ends m the Unlted States would lrke to have a readlng of them Praetld d~rcct~ons for the furnrshrng, equipment and conduct of 
we shall be glad to loan them a BrM Control Clunc 

ON THE MANAGEMENT OF A BIRTH CONTROL CLINIC, by 
Evelyn Fuller From Society for the Provision of Birth 
Control Chmcs, 153a East St , London, S E 17 One 
shlhng 



Bzrth Control Revrew 

Books by Margaret Sanger 
Happmesa m Marnage - - - - $2 00 

Jcut Publurhsd 
Teachem how to avoid the p~tfalla that so 
often rum hopeful married hves 

Woman and the New Race - - - 2 0 0  
More mdely read than any other book on 
Blrth Control 

The Pwot of Cnnllzahon - - - 2 00 
The Gude Poat at the Croesroads 

What Every Gul Should Know - - 1 50  
New enlarged Engl~sh Edltton 

What Every Mother Should Know - 6 0  

Order (addzag 10c for postage) from 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 Fifth Avenue New York City 

THE E F F E C T  O F  OVER-POPULATION 
O N  C H I N E S E  C H A R A C T E R  

(Contmnurd fiom page 2%) 

means the d~minut~on of such elements m the rural 
d~s t r~c t s  Fortunately they are not completely 
ehmlnated, but they have been depleted to an 
alarmmg degree The people who are left m the 
rural dlstr~cts are largely those whose ch~ef claim 
to survlval IS an mert, sto~cal, and econom~cal tem- 
perament whlch enables them to weather the fre- 
quent fammes by means of patlent endurance 
Thew dom~nant qualit~es by no means lack value, 
but they lose much of thew value through the fact 
that they appear to have been acqumed a t  the ex- 

BOOKS OF VITAL INTEREST 
ON ALL TOPICS 

Sex, Psycho-Analyay Psychology, 
D~et  and Health 

=I XWC A U T H O U T A m  AUTHO- 

Havelock EUM, Robre, Long, Kratt-Ebmg, Ford, K i d ,  
Blah, Malehow, Bd, Freud, Jug, Adler. Tridon, Lid- 
labr, Father Kneipp. Gaze, Drew 

Your N e d  Always Fdhlled 

If obtainable, we have it, If unobtainable, we can get It. 

DBECRIPTIVE LI8T8 8ENT FREB 

Modem Book Association 
LO9 ANCELES, CALIFORNIA 

4lSO SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD 

pense of ~ n ~ t l a t ~ v e  and mvent~veness That then is 
what over-populat~on and famme seem to do to the 
parts of Chma where they occur They seem to 
produce an unfavorable natural selection wh~ch 
gwes rise to a far-reaching change m the inherent 
quality of the people 

THE TAP-ROOT O F  T H E  SUBJECTION 
O F  W O M E N  

(Contmusd from pago !220) - ~ 

be free, cannot develop the~r  potentlal~t~es, cannot 
even been  to plan then l~ves, as long as they are 
subject to haphazard pregnancies 

Almost all women des~re children, but they do 
not desire more ch~ldren than they and t he~ r  hus- 
bands can support Moreover, ~f a woman is to be 
econom~cally mdependent, and upon that her 
emanclpat~on depends, she must plan her pregnan- 
cies a t  convenient t~mes 

Of even more moment, however, so far as the 
fermn~st movement 1s concerned, 1s the translation 
of motherhood from the mvoluntary to the volun- 
tary sphere The g~ft of l ~ f e  w ~ l l  never be conceded 
its true rac~al  value until it can be withheld The 
recogn~tion of motherhood as the most preclous of 
all services to the state 1s ~ntimately bound up with 
the Birth Control movement What  can be had for 
nothmg IS seldom paid for, hence the endowment 
of motherhood must await a larger knowledge of 
Birth Control 

It IS mteresting to observe that even the most 
radical femmst organ~zations m Amenca do not 
mclude Birth Control In their programs Expedl- 
ency doubtless is m large measure respons~ble for 
t h ~ s  negative policy A certam mcrease of eman- 
c ~ p a t ~ o n  1s necessary for women as a precursor to 
even a recognit~on of thew needs It 1s no easy task 
for women to overcome a habit of dependency that 
reaches back through countless ages 

As  mvoluntary motherhood IS the tap-root of the 
subjection of women, so mll its final uproot~ng be 
the last symbol of thelr emancipation The time 
has not yet come, when m the full sense of the 
words, women dare to be free But the new day is 
d a m n g  and before the long n ~ g h t  comes, women 
wd1 take their hves m their own keepmg 

Fo r  them has been a voluntary subject~on, not 
born of nature, nor created by man, but entered 
into m the sacr~fic~al spint of motherhood Whde 
the race required ~ t ,  woman w ~ t h  generous, though 
un knowmg hands, placed her l ~ f e  upon the altar 

But now the need IS no longer there The full 
cup, life, love, ch~ldren, personal fulfillment, stands 
ready to her hps She and her mate mll drmk of 
~t together and be glad, when the courage to be free 
quckens her sleepmg soul 



When The Wife Says "Oil" 
Say "3-in-One" 

She shouZd know, as you do, that only a 
pure, highly refined, free-flowlng oil like 
3-in-One wlll keep the swift-moving 
motors of her household mechanisms run- 
nin nght. Don't "gum up the works" 
wi t f  cheap oil Use 

regularly on vacuum sleaner, sewmg mach~ne, 
fa,-, vlbrator and other household apphances and 
save large repalr bdls. 
Penetrates thoroughly. Won't burn out, even at 
very h ~ g h  speed. Won't gum or dry out 
From door locks to furniture casters, from phono- 
graphs to tools, wherever metal rubs metal 3-1- 
One prevents fnchon. 
Most good stores have 3-m One III 1-or, 3-or and 
% pint bottles, also m 3 o z  Handy 011 Cam The %-pmt 
bottle means economy Contalnm most for your money d?l 
FREE- Generoussample and ~llusmedD~mon- 

ary of Uses. Request both on a postal. 

THREEIN ONE OIL CO , l3OLE WdlramSt., NeaYork 
Factones Rahway, N J and Montreal 



Jus t  Published! 

Two NEW OFFERINGS 

Volume IV of the Proceedings of the 
Sixth Internat~onal Neo-Malthusian and B~rth Control Conference 

Religious and Ethical 
Aspects of Birth Control 
Tbu Volume offers most s t d u n g  and effectwe arguments, 

by emurent dergymeq mo&ts and saenbts 

BUY IT FOR YOUR MINISTER 
RECOMMEND IT TO YOUR PUBLIC LIBRARY 

TALK OF IT TO ALL YOUR FRIENDS 

Pr~ce $2 00 for the Volume $5 00 FOR SET of Fom Vol- 

Happiness in Marriage 
By MARGARET SANGER 

Every one who ever heard of B~rth Control and Margaret Sanger 
w l l  want to read her new book 

Pnce $2 00 (Addmg 1Oe a Volume for Postage) 

ORDER TODAY FROM 

THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 IWTH AVENUE NEW YORK cry 


