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Four Stepa to Our Goal - &IMIOU, educahon, Orgamaahon, Legmhhon 

MARGARET SANGER, Edstor MARY SUMNER BOYD, M a ~ g m g  Edstor 
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ABINDRANATH TAGORE, Hmdu poet 
of lnternatlonal renown, whose works are 

read In all the languages of Europe and Asia, re- 
celver of the Nobel Poetry Prlze and founder of 
the great mternatlonal wverslty Vlsva-Bharat~, m 
Bengal, has declared hlmself for Birth Control 
HIS letter to Mrs Sanger we pubhsh thls month 

Mahatma Ghanus recent attack* has made the 
subject a hve Issue m I n d a  and Rabmdranath 
Tagore has placed hmself on the opposlte slde 
from the great ascetic Tagore is known as 
one who stands always for what m h ~ s  opmon n 
the humane posltlon and who, once h s  stand 1s 
taken, 1s prepared to suffer m defence of lt HIS 
frank and free support of thls agency of clvlhza- 
tlon befits a poet whose understandmg of human 
nature and whose sympathy for the suffermgs of 
manklnd throughout the Orlent has made h m  a 
Buddha, almost a divme bemg, m the eyes of 
Eastern peoples 

HIS champlonshlp cannot fad to have far-reach- 
mng effects m Indla and throughout the East Thls 
IS so not only because he IS already a great leader 
but because men mll recogtllze that the poet, the 
student and mterpreter of humamty, 1s a better 
teacher of practical morallty than those ascetlcs 
who, with a certain unconscious cruelty and stupid- 
lty try to remake manlund, bulldmg on foundations 
agalnst nature 

Whle the head of Vlsva-Bharab, the great mter- 
nat~onal uversity, has taken th~s  humane stand 
two small Chrlstlan Colleges m Indla have declared 
for reactlon Wllson College m Bombay has &s- 
mssed from h ~ s  professorshp of mathemabcs Pro- 
fessor R D Kame, whose splenhd reply to Ma- 
hatma Ghand; we quoted m the September RE- 
vmw At  the same tune Hlslop College m Nagpur 
City has reheved Professor N S Phadke, one of 
the ploneers of Blrth Control m Indla, from h s  
dutles as professor of ph~losophy Both were 
offered the opportumty to recant and both pre- - 

*See BRTH COXT.OL REWW for September 

ferred to retam them convlctlons and sacrifice them 
means of hvellhood Both though wlthout funds 
are now concentrating on work for Blrth Control 

The struggle 1s thus beg~nnmg between humam- 
tarlans and ascetlcs m Indla It 1s bepmmg mth- 
out funds and frlends of Indla are encouraged to 
a ~ d  financially through the BIRTH CONTFLOL RE- 
VIEW Wlth Tagore as leader and such heutenants 
as these to teach Indla that the real lssue a not be- 
tween Blrth Control and self control, but between 
Blrth Control and starvation, abortion and mfantl- 
clde there 1s no doubt about the outcome 

T HE comment we publlsh thls month by the 
Regstrar of the Cahfornla Board of Health 

on the blrth rate pves an encouragmg picture of 
the small f a d e s  and many of them whlch are 
charactenstic of our western coast Of even greater 
general mterest 1s the repstrar's analysls of the 
factors of general apphcatlon whlch affect bmth 
rates At  the opposlte poles, he tells us, are two, 
good free land and hgh educatlonal standards "As 
the one disappears and the other 1s estabhshed on 
hgher planes," says he, "the blrth rate goes down," 
and he pomts out that Cahfoma has only 3 3 per 
cent of dhteracy, whle those repons whch have 
the hlghest b~rth rates have up to as h g h  as 13 per 
cent of dhteracy I n  other words, that mtebgence 
and common sense whlch makes the mddle class 
lunlt the slze of thev famhes to thev mcomes can 
be made to operate throughout a population This 
has always been the contention of the American 
Blrth Control League But we pomt out that 
firmly as they may bekeve m lt, many people even 
m states mth a high educatlonal standard do not 
have access to knowledge of the means of "pro- 
creative prudence" and we beheve that the state 
mth the Ideal educatlonal and health systems 
would, lnstead of p e n a h g ,  mclude m ~ t s  pubhc 
educatlonal work the dusemmat~on of contracep- 
tlve mstructlon through the proper channels 



Bzrth Control Revzew 

s ANITATION and med~cal sclence have in the 
last century added twenty years to hfe 

They have ra~sed the average span of hfe In the 
Umted States from 38 to 58 years The conquest 
of the rmcrobe has progressed so far that medlcme 
IS, accordmg to a recent statement of D r  Charles 
H Mayo, turnmg its attent~on agam to the treat- 
ment of the ~ndiv~dual By this means D r  Mayo 
belleves that life will be st111 further lengthened 
Indeed, Sir Ronald Ross pred~cts that In another 
century the average wlll be ra~sed by sclence to 
150 years So we may hope in a generat~on or so 
to be young at  fifty and stdl ahve thirty years later 
With Pestilence conquered and Death delayed 
there WIU be m the world of the future but two of 
the dread Horses of the Apocalypse--War and 
Famme But these two 4 1  be the more monstrous 
m a world where the old do not make way for an 
unregulated flood of new hfe Famme and war, 
competit~on for food and competition for space, 
may more than null~fy the allev~atlon of human 
msery by the conquest of d~sease and the prolonga- 
t ~ o n  of hfe 

''P ERSONS least able, mtellectually and 
matenally, to provlde for chldren, are hav- 

mg 'whole rafts of them ' " This statement, re- 
cently made by Hornell Hart, professor of soc~al 
economy at Bryn Mawr, provided the New York 
E v e m g  Post mth the opportunity to drag out of 
its burls1 place one of the favonte fallacies of un- 
thinkmg opponents of Blrth Control "Out of 
poverty," oracularly declared the evenmg dally, 
"we get our Franklms, Lmcolns, Ehsons, Fords 
-the hst of scholars, statesmen and industr~alists 
is too long to mention " Our F r a n k h s  and our 
Lmcolns were not the ~roducts  of overcrowded, 
&samtary slums ~ h e i  were born of strong wi l e  
stocks They came mto a world nch m color and 
opportunity No great man m this or any other 
country was ever born of ~mpover~shed and tainted 
parentage, nor was the seed of h s  gemus memedi- 
ably bhghted by herehtary defects The msplr- 
mg hero~sm we find m the lrves of the great is the 
triumph of gemus over obstacles But no mtelh- 
gent person should fall lnto the rmstake of suppos- 
mg that these obstacles-of which poverty is the 
most outstanhg-are the cause of genlus 

There WIU always be obstacles m the path of 
gemus, whch, we hope, wdl triumph not because of 
them, but m spite of them I n  the meantime, some 
self-satisfied authorities should learn to revlse thew 
concephon of the real meanmg of poverty Poverty 
is not merely a lack of money Poverty today means 

Sub8onbers are uroed to  send notwe of change of 

overcrowding, congenital defect, mpover~shed 
heredity, the Increased burden of the delmquent and 
the dependent upon the respons~ble elements of the 
community, the extravagant waste of motherhood 
and chddhood, all factors of the most mcalculable 
and sln~ster Importance in preventmg and checlung 
the full development and f r u ~ t ~ o n  that hes buried 
in the heart of humamty We who are fightmg for 
the l~berat~on of motherhood and childhood through 
the mstrument of Birth Control, are msp~red by a 
vision of a world m wh~ch great men and great 
women may grow to the~r full and noble stature 
-a world In short of great men and women, a world 
In wh~ch great characters wlll be not the excephon 
but the rule 

HE committee on Immqrat~on and Colonlza- 
tion of the Soc~al Servlce of Canada comments 

mth just alarm on the type of lmmlgrant whom 
ch~ldren's agencles have been bnngmg out of late 
years I t  mstances one agency which brought out 
135 girls, of whom 88 were either defective or m- 
sane and who, from the point of health and morals, 
lncluded 89 cases of pr&tutes, j a ~ l  records, more 
than one illegtmate chdd or one or both of the 
venereal hseases A record not unhke t h ~ s  1s fur- 
n~shed by the Toronto General Hosp~tal from a 
group of 131 women In ~ t s  wards who had come to 
Canada as chdd mumgrants The government pre- 
sumably, mll take steps to prevent such ~mporta- 
t~ons m the future But what of its mportat~ons 
from "The Beyond?" Those soc~al agenaes, the 
hospitals and the doctors are not yet convinced of 
the need of shuttmg out by contraceptive means 
people from just these same classes passlng through 
the port of blrth 

E ACH month the Clmcal Research Depart- 
ment of the League furmsbles eugemc as well 

as econormc and personal arguments for Bwth Con- 
trol Here are two of these llving arguments- 
mothers who should not have had children, chd- 
dren who should never have been born Case 
Number 1 is a young woman, scarcely more than 
a gr l ,  whose three bab~es, one, two and three years 
old, all gve  evidence of bemg mentally defective 
Case Number 2 1s a woman mth four deaf and 
dumb chddren born close together Thls mother 
is very near a nervous and phys~cal breakdown 
These are not except~onal cases, they are only two 
out of many whlch show the need of Blrth Control 
as a soc~al and mehcal measure 

address at least three weskr before st take8 e fec t  



SANTINIKETAN, September 30, 1925 
Dear Margaret Sanger 

I a m  of opinion that the Brrth Confrol movement rs a great movement not only because rt wrll 
save women f rom enforced and undesrrable maternity, but because rt wil l  help the cause o f  peace by 
lessenrng the number of surplus populatron of a country, scrambling for food and space outside rts own 
rightful lrmits I n  a hunger-strrcken country lake Indra rt is a cruel crime thoughtlessly to brrng more 
chrldren to existence than could properly be taken care of ,  causzng endless sufferrngs to them and im-  
posrng a degradrng condition upon the whole famrly I t  rs evrdent that the utter helplessness o f  a grow- 
~ 7 9  F G C C ~ ~ ~  ;arelY acts os o chick coiltrolling the burdiia of ooii-populatron I t  proves that iil 

thrs case nature's urging gets the better of the severe warning that comes from the provrdence of crvr- 
lrzed socral lrfe Therefore, I belreve, that to wart ttll the moral sense of man becomes a great deal 
more powerful than rt rs now and till then to allow countless generations of chrldren to su f fer  prrva- 
trons and untrmely death for no fault of thew own rs a great socral rnlustrce whrch should not be toler- 
ated I feel grateful for the cause you have made your own and for whrch you have suffered 

I a m  cagerly warting for the lrterature that has been sent to me accordrng to your letter, and I 
have asked our Secretary to send you our Yrsvabharatr Journal in  exchange for your BIRTH CONTROL 
REVIEW Stncerely yours, 



Malthus: Right or Wrong ? 

Bzrth Control Revzew 

B y  MALCOLM H BIBSELL 

A Summary of Recent Snentzfic Fendengs en Regard to the Baas of the World's Food Supply 

Part I 

T HE remarkable rev~val of mterest m the 
populat~on problem m recent years 1s a famhar 

fact Smce the Great War  a flood of books and 
magazme art~cles dealmg mth varlous aspects of 
Malthus~an~sm has deluged the western world and 
even provoked a repercussion among the crowded 
mdhons of the East, where ever-present poverty 
and mlsery have bred a hopeless res~gnat~on to the 
ev~ls of hfe 

Some of t h ~ s  Malthus~an hterature has been 
sc~ent~fic, and some merely popular I n  the former 
class are the stud~es made by numerous econormsts, 
geographers and stat~stmans, and among these 
several noteworthy Amencan contr~but~ons have 
appeared durmg the past year A t  the last wmter 
meetmg of the Assoc~at~on of Amer~can Geogra- 
phers, held m Washmgton, D C , two part~cularly 
mterestmg papers on the populat~on problem were 
presented by leadmg Amencan geographers, one 
of them the president of the Assoc~atlon They 
represent two hfferent methods of approach to the 
problem, and lead to strongly contrastmg conclu- 
slons Taken together, they funush an excellent 
bass for a renew of the Malthus~an doctrme m the 
hght of modern knowledge 

The first of these papers was pubhshed m the 
Geographrcal Remew for Aprd, 1925, under the 
btle, "Lookmg Back at  Malthus " I ts  author, Pro- 
fessor Mark Jefferson, one of the most d ~ -  
tmgu~shed Amencan geopraphers, has made a care- 
ful study of census figures These, m connect~on 
mth  certam marked economc and soc~al tendenc~es 
of the present day, lead h ~ m  to the conclusion that 
Malthus was wrong m h ~ s  fundamental ~dea  and 
that ~t 1s not hkely that there mll ever be any real 
shortage of food m the world Over-populat~on, 
he thmks, mll never be a serious problem 

Doctors Disagree 

I n  strong contrast to this mew are the conclu- 
slons of D r  Curt~s F Marbut as presented m h s  
pres~dentlal address of December 30th, pubhshed 
m the A n d  of the Aeeonatzon of American 
Geographer8 for March, 1925, under the t~ t l e  "The 
R~se,  Declme and Revlval of Malthus~amsm m re- 
latlon to the Geography and Character of Sods " 
T h s  1s m many respects one of the most noteworthy 
papers that has ever been pubhshed on the popu- 

lat~on problem I t  approaches the subject from a 
new and str~kmg pomt of mew, that of a spec~al~st 
in the study of so~ls (Dr  Marbut 1s m charge of 
the so11 surveys of the Un~ted States Department 
of Agrlcu1ture)-and brlngs out facts wh~ch have 
h~therto been largely overlooked The conclus~on 
wh~ch D r  Marbut draws 1s that Malthus was essen- 
t~ally r~ght,  and that food supply IS a restr~ct~ng 
factor wh~ch wdl h m ~ t  the growth of population 
much more merc~lessly m the future than m the 
past ~f man contmues to breed w~thout forethought 

Two such contrastmg opmons, both comlng from 
author~tat~ve sources, lead one to examine more 
closely the bases on wh~ch they rest 

Slowmg Down 

Jefferson has analyzed mth cons~derable care 
the census returns of all cmhzed countr~es as far 
back as they are ava~lable H e  finds two thmgs 
part~cularly notable Flrst, the almost mversal 
fact of mcrease of populat~on-"pers~stent, almost 
unfa~lmg mcrease", secondly, a marked tendency 
for the rate of mcrease to slow down T h ~ s  s l o m g  
down 1s pronounced m the case of the Umted 
States, ~t has brought the annual percentage of 
growth from 4 08 between 1800 and 1820 to 2 10 
between 1900 and 1910, m sp~te  of the adh t~on  of 
33,000,000 lmm~grants 

W ~ t h  these facts m mmd, Jefferson proceeds to 
"put Malthus to test H e  shows that m pract~cally 
no case IS the Malthuslan pr~nc~ple that populat~on 
tends to mcrease m geometrical ratlo borne out, 
and that nearly all former est~mates of future popu- 
lat~ons have turned out to be too large H e  next 
attacks the second part of the Malthus~an pr~nclple, 
wh~ch states that food Increases only m an ar~th-  
met~cal ratlo Smce all food 1s ultmately der~ved 
from plants, ~t 1s emdent that ~t must be subject 
to the same law of mcrease that appl~es to an~mals 
Furthermore, man's food does not "mcrertse" at all 
nowadays-man produces ~ t ,  and ~ t s  quant~ty IS 

determmed by the economlc law of supply and de- 
mand, rather than by b~olog~c laws We can always 
produce more when we have to Bumper crops are 
an economlc calam~ty to the producers, and our 
productwe capac~ty 1s so much greater than our 
consumpt~on that we are always puttmg on "Eat 
More Food" campa~gns-"Eat More Ra~sms," 
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"Eat More Meat," etc Food as nourlshrnent has Western Europe They are mcomparably supenor 
become secondary to food as a money crop m quahty from an agricultural standpomnt, and ~t 

Fmally, there IS no danger of an lndefinlte m- 1s almost en t l re l~  from them that the exportable 
crease m the earth's populatlon because of the In- S ~ P ~ U S  grain which forms the trade in 

effedlveness of the =luxury ,,heck we breadstuffs 1s derlved Hence the posslblllty of con- 
tend to spend less and less proportlonately for tlnU1ng k~ provide food for a steadlly lncreaslng 
food and more for other thlngs W e  want more world ~ o ~ u l a t l o n  depends on whether or not we 
luxuries, more pleasures, fewer chlldren Thls Can (a) the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 3 '  these black 
tendency, most marked among prosperous and pro- O r  (b) Open UP new areas of land 
gresslve natlons, IS mcreasing, and IS llkely to 
spread to all the world Malthus IS reversed-the 
decllne m population growth IS most notable among Dunlnurhmg Returns 
people who have the most to eat There IS llttle 
prospect that there mll ever be a lack of food, ~f To both of these questlons a negatlve answer 
famlne occurs m one reglon, there are always plenty must be returned The mexorable law of dlmmnlsh- 
of other reglons from whlch food can be sent to mg returns seals the fate of the first alternative, 
supply the deficiency for the very fact that the black sods are ~nherently 

Now let us turn to Marbut's mews He Is m- mher than the hghter-colored sods of Western 
terested m analyzmg the causes of the great m- Europe means that ~rhfklal fertlhzers have a much 
crease In food productlon whlch has been such a smaller upon them ~roduct lmb Stfl more 
str~kmg charactenst~c of the last century and a ~Wlficant,  however, 1s the fact that the produe- 
half The decline of Malthus~an~sm was the result tlmtJT of these soils 1s hmlted by available moisture 
of t h ~ s  increased food productlon, whch durlng the rather than by the Character of the soils themselves 
nmeteenth century far outstripped populatlon m- They are sods largely because they are 10- 
crease Two factors were responsible for this m- cated III contmental mterlors where the ramfall IS 

crease m food product~on Flrst, the greatest agn- relatlvel~ shght, and soluble m n m d  plant foods 
cultural revolution m the hlstory of clmhzatlon, have therefore not been kached out Unless, there- 
which by the use of fertlllzers and fore, we can hope for favorable cl~matlc changes, 
methods of cultmation, brought about not only a We cannot expect greatly to mcrease the ~ le lds  
much greater productlon per acre, but also an m- from these rlch sods 
crease In the area of land under crops, because ~t A, to the second alternative, up new 
abolished the necessity of l e a m g  one-thlrd of the areas of black httle need be said Some ex- 
land year The second was the tenslon of present areas may be looked for, but ~t 
'penmng up of vast 

Of new lands, pr1nclpaUy cannot be great, and m comparison mth what has 
Eastern Europe, No*h and South America* already been accomphshed, ~t can have but a hmlted Austraha and parts of Asla effect It seems emdent, therefore, "that the future 

contams lurkmg mthm ~t no posslbhty of such an 
Black Soi lncrease m production as has taken place durmg 

the last half century through the u t h t i o n  on a 
These facts have been more or less emphasized large scale for the first tune of the black sods of 

by other students of the populatlon problem, but the world " Malthus appears to be justified, the 
them full sgmfwance 1s brought out by Marbut m prospect of a shortage of food IS by no means a 
a new and strikmg way H e  shows that the sods mere hallucmatlon 
of Western Europe are, from an agrlcultural pomt 
of new, of relatively poor quahty both physically The doctors disagree They are looking at the 
and chemically, and that under modern sclentlfic problem Polnts mew Jefferson 
methods they have reached practically the llmlt of has been P o r W  oler census figures H e  Points to 
thelr productlvlty The mcreased yleld of grams France as an what we are coming 
from these solis resultmg from the great advances and seems to feel that race sulclde rather than over- 
m agrlcultural practice dld not suffice to produce po~ulatlon 1s the real mmace Marbut Is thinking 
a world trade m breadstuffs Thls did not occur " terms of agnmltural ~osslbllltles H e  sees that 
tlll the latter part of the nineteenth century, and they are not unllmlted, and that we mmot  go on 
was due almost entlrely to the openlng of new much longer as we have been going 

lands The majority of careful students are unquestlon- 
Here IS the most durmnatmg part of the whole ably lncllned to share Marbut's rather than Jeffer- 

paper For these new lands are "black soil" areas, son's vlew But majorltles are not always right 
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I n  this case, however, ~t seems clear that Jefferson 
has failed to take a sufficiently broad survey of the 
problem HIS emphasis on the dechmg rate of 
populat~on growth IS overdrawn, and h ~ s  descrip- 
tion of food as a surplus quantity and an element 
of decreasing lmportance m the social economy of 
the world does not apply to the great mass of man- 
kmd The conditions whlch exlst m the rich and 
stdl relatively t h d y  settled lands of the New 
World cannot reasonably be used to pamt a picture 
of luxury and abundance for all the habi tants  of 
the earth 

Population has not, it is true, increased geo- 
metrically accordmg to the formula of Malthus 
But Malthus &d not clam that it ever had or 
would mcrease a t  such a rate H e  merely stated a 
tendency or theoretical possib~hty His crltics have 
very generally overlooked thls fact, as Marbut 
pomts out Smlarly, the Malthusian prmciple of 
the arithmetical mcrease of food was only a crude 
way of r e c o p m g  the truth more adequately 
stated m the law of dunuushmg returns 

It is easy to find reasons for the failure of popu- 
lation increase to maintain a geometrical ratlo But 
this failure is far from pronng that Malthus was 
wrong I n  fact it comes much nearer provlng that 
he was right When the United States had 10 mil- 

"Wlth 

lion people, the addltlon of 10 mllion more meant 
a 100 per cent mcrease, whereas at  the present 
tune ~t means less than 10 per cent mcrease, and 
when we have 200 d o n  habitants  ~t mll be only 
5 per cent of the total Yet ~t can hardly be denied 
that we shall have more U c u l t y  m h d m g  rooms 
and providmg food for a 5 per cent mcrease m 
population m the year 2000 than we had for a 100 
per cent mcrease in 1810 Jefferson has overlooked 
the law of d ~ m s h m g  returns Smce the amount 
of arable land IS d e h t e l y  h t e d ,  the really critical 
factor is whether or not an m d e h t e  increase m 
production per area is possible I f  not, there must 
obviously be a decreasmg productlon per captta as 
long as there IS any growth of population 0 E 
Baker, of the department of Agriculture, has 
shown that smce about 1907 the per capita agn- 
cultural productlon of the Umted States has been 
steaddy dechmg I n  other words, we have already 
entered the period of dirrrrmshmg returns Smce 
our manufacturmg production depends on raw ma- 
terlals, lt must eventually show the same tendency 
But the wealth of a natlon depends upon ~ t s  pro- 
duction, and hence ~t follows that with a steaddy 
increasing population, a declme m per caplta m- 
come and standard of living are inevitable 

(To be comluded) 

Chlld" 

Now I am slow and placid, fond of sun, 
Llke a sleek beast, or a worn one 
No sllm and languid g~rl-not glad 
Wlth the windy trip I once had, 
But velvet-footed, musing of my own, 
Torpid, mellow, stupld as a stone 

You cleft me wlth your beauty's pulse, and now 
Your pulse has taken body Care not how 
The old grace goes, how heavy I am grown, 
Blg with this loneliness, how you alone 
Ponder our love Touch my feet and feel 
How earth tingles, teeming at my heell 
Earth's urge, not mine-my little death, not hers, 
And the pure beauty yearns and stirs 

I t  does not heed our rcstacles, ~t turns 
Wlth secrets of its own, ~ t s  own concerns, 
Toward a windy world of its own, toward stark 
And solltary places In the dark, 
Defiant even now, it tugs and moans 
T o  be untangled from these mother's bones 

-From For Eager Lovers (Thomas Selzer, New York) 
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The Attitude of Theologians Toward Birth Control 
By HAROLD Cox 

T HE practice of birth control diminishes the 
anxiety and adds to the health of married 

women, it lmproves the physique and the life- 
prospects of children, ~t tends to lessen the grave 
national danger of over-population 

Why then do the theologians oppose t h ~ s  move- 
ment? I mll deal seriatim with the arguments 
which I find that in practice they employ 

1 They say that birth control 1s "unnatural " 
But so IS the wearing of clothes and the hab~ t  of 
livmg m houses Marr~age itself is unnatural The 
progress of the world depends on man's success in 
modifymg the forces of nature to  suit human con- 
venience The only "natural" people are those who 
live and behave hke savages This same type of 
argument, it may be added, was at  one hme used 
to condemn as "unnatural" and therefore wlcked, 
the employment of anaesthetics to dimin~sh the 
woman's pain in childb~rth 

2 Regardless of the present slze of our popu- 
lat~on, many theologians continue to quote the 
Biblical text "Be fruitful and multiply " Accord- 
ing to the Book of Genesis this injunct~on was 
given to  Noah and hls sons immediately after the 
Flood, a t  a time when there were only eight per- 
sons on the earth I t s  relevance to modern condl- 
tions is not obv~ous Nor IS ~t easy to see how 
pr~ests can reconcile the contmued quotat~on of 
this text with the practice of cehbacy 
3 Equally frequent is the appeal to the Bibh- 

cal story of Onan Theologians habitually treat 
thls story as a conclusive condemnation of the prac- 
tlce of birth control I n  so doing they tmst  the 
words of the Bible from the~ r  obvious meaning I f  
any person mll  take the trouble to read carefully 
the 38th chapter of the Book of Genesis, and to 
compare ~t with the 25th chapter of the Book of 
Deuteronomy, he wlll see that the offence for which 
the Lord slew Onan was his refusal to raise up  
seed to h ~ s  brother These chapters make it per- 
fectly clear that accordmg to Jewish custom, when 
an elder brother died the next brother was requ~red 
to marry the w~dow and to beget offsprmg from 
her The first-born child was then regarded as the 
chdd of the deceased brother Onan objected to 
begetting a child that would not be h ~ s ,  and there- 
fore took measures to prevent concept~on But his 
sin would have been the same if he had abstained 
altogether from connection 

The story goes on to relate how the d~sappomted 
widow next t r ~ e d  to obtain the third brother for a 

husband Failing to do so, she disguised herself as 
a harlot and waited at  a spot where her father-in- 
law-the head of the tribe-was hkely to pass The 
plan was successful and she conceived When her 
father-in-law a few months later heard that she was 
w ~ t h  child he ordered that she should be brought 
forth and burned Fortunately she was able to  
prove that the expected chlld was his And then 
everything ended happily She had twms, and in 
due course of time the father of the dleg~t~mate 
tmns, who was also the father of the two deceased 
husbands, died a t  a ripe old age m the odour of 
sanctity It is cunous that thls story of primeval 
Judaism should be used as a bas~s for rel~gious dog- 
matism by modern theolog~ans 

4 Many theolog~ans assert that the sole pur- 
pose of marrlage is the procreat~on of offsprmg 
T h ~ s  assert~on happens to be m d~rect  conflict m t h  
the teaching of St Paul I n  chapter V I I  of the 
First Book of Corinth~ans, S t  Paul deals very 
fully w ~ t h  the question of marriage H e  says not a 
word about procreat~on VVhat he does say is "To 
avoid fomcat~on  let every man have his own wlfe 
and every woman her own husband " H e  empha- 
smes the same pomt of vlew m the words "It IS 

better to marry than to burn " S t  Paul, whde re- 
gardmg cehbacy as the highest state, recogmzed 
that sexual desire was an over-mastermg instinct 
and sanct~oned marrlage as the best means of 
grat~fymg that des~re I find ~t ~mposs~ble to under- 
stand how in face of this emphatic statement by 
S t  Paul any clergyman can contmue to assert that 
the only purpose of marriage 1s procreat~on 

5 Some theolopans, dehberately Ignoring the 
doctrme laid down by S t  Paul, try to find an argu- 
ment in the facts of nature for the proposhon that 
sexual intercourse is only allowable for the pur- 
poses of procreat~on They rightly state that the 
des~re for sexual intercourse is an instmct im- 
planted in all animals to secure the contmuance of 
the race They then proceed to argue that since 
God created the sexual instmct for the specific 
purpose of race preservation, it is an interference 
mth  the D ~ v m e  Will ~f man indulges that instlnct 
for any other purpose than the procreation of off- 
spring T h ~ s  argument IS superficially plaus~ble, 
hut it overlooks the fa~r ly  obv~ous fact that pro- 
creat~on IS not the necessary and mevitable result 
of every act of sexual gratification Marrled 
couples eagerly desiring a chdd often live together 
for many months before the wanted child 1s con- 
cewed Conception is never a certainty It depends 



T o  tmply that Btrth Control u agmnst Chnrtron ethtcs u to 
read tnto the teachtngs of Jesus a ngtdrty foretgn to them What  
can we  know of the mtnd of Jesus m the matter except to sur- 
mrsc that H e  would, as ever, preach the larger chartty and the 
broader vtew, and hate comparsron on the multttude 

-LUCY 0 KINGSTON ~n The Fnend (London) 

on the chance that a mcroscopm male germ may 
colhde at the right moment mth a mcroscoplc fe- 
male germ Equally s ~ g d c a n t  1s the fact that 
after concept~on has taken place, husband and mfe 
may frequently enjoy the mutual pleasure of sex- 
ual mtercourse though obvlously no new chlld can 
then be created If then we accept the Chnst~an 
behef that all the mstmcts and capac~ties of man 
are the dehberate work of the Dmne Creator, it 
follows that God A h g h t y  has del~berately en- 
dowed men and women mth the power of enjoymg 
sexual gratficat~on under cmcumstances when con- 
cept~on may not-and even cannot--ensue When 
God has thus created man, by what r~ght  do theo- 
loglans assert that the sole purpose of sexual mter- 
course is the procreat~on of offsprmgl 

6 To t h ~ s  quest~on some theolog~ans reply by 
saymg that what they condemn n the use of artl- 
ficial methods to d~muush the chances of concep- 
t~on ,  &s 1s the mterference mth the Dmne Wdl 
of wh~ch they compIam The value of this conten- 
t ~ o n  can be tested by a sunple analogy God has 
gwen man the capac~ty to enjoy sea bathmg, but 
that enjoyment is accompamed wth the rlsk of 
drownmg Is  ~t then an mterference mth the Di- 
vine Will for man to learn to s m  or to use a hfe- 
belt? I n  the matter of sexual relatlonsh~p God has 
created m man two separate mstmcts-the deslre 
for pleasure and the deswe for chddren, God has 
made these two mstmcts hstmguishable and d~s-  
tinct Why then 1s it a sm agamst God for man to 
take measures to secure the d~stmction? 

7 The final argument of the theologan 1s that 
even if b~rth control is m ~tself morally justfiable, 
~t a soc~ally dangerous because ~t may lead to sex- 
ual unmorahty by removmg the nsk of concephon 
The argument would be more convmcmg if sexual 
~rregular~ty were a new phenomenon m the world's 
history, and were hrectly traceable to the spread 
of blrth control knowledge T h ~ s  hypothes~s IS con- 
trahcted by well-known facts Prost~tut~on has 
existed from tune unmemor~al m all countries of 
the world, stones of manta1 mfidehty are to be 
found m the oldest l~terature as well as m modern 
dworce courts, the b~rth of ~llegtlmate children has 
been a constant mc~dent m all ages Therefore the 
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~mphcation that the world's standard of sexual 
morahty is gomg to be suddenly lowered d men and 
women learn how to prevent unwanted chlldren is 
ent~rely without foundat~on 

Poss~bly some unmarried women who would 
hesitate to run the r~sk  of havlng a chld may de- 
cide to mdulge them mclmat~ons when that nsk IS 
removed On the other hand, many unmarr~ed men 
who now consort mth prost~tutes would marry at 
an earher age ~f they knew how to k t  the pros- 
pect~ve f a d y  It 1s at least poss~ble that on bal- 
ance there would be less megulanty and more 
happy marnages But m any case the social ms- 
ch~ef resultmg from ~rregdar u o n s  not resultmg 
In chddb~rth, is m s ~ g d c a n t  m comparison mth the 
hdeous evds that follow the product~on of un- 
wanted bab~es Thousands of marr~ed women, 
espec~ally m the poorer classes, hve m constant 
terror of a fresh concept~on That terror makes 
them regard them husbands as tyrants rather than 
as lovers, and destroys the mutual affect~on on 
wh~ch marrled hfe should rest If  an unwanted con- 
cept~on occurs the woman m despa~r often has re- 
course to abort~on Those theolog~ans who eondemn 
blrth control appear to shut them eyes to the fact 
that the pract~ce of abort~on is mdespread through- 
out the country Marr~ed women would no longer 
be dr~ven to seek refuge m th~s  dangerous prad~ce 
if they were taught sat~sfactory methods of birth 
control 

As above pomted out, the ev~ls that follow un- 
regulated procreat~on affect not only the md~vldual 
woman and the mdmdual fam~ly, but the whole 
nat~on To argue that these evlls are to be allowed 
to contmue for all time, lest a comparatively small 
number of unmarr~ed women should enter mto m- 
regular m o m ,  suggests that there 1s a serlous lack 
of humamty m the theologcal m d  In  effect the 
theologmn says that he does not care how much 
needless msery may be unposed upon the world, 
provlded only that the unmqrried woman 1s kept 
to the straight path by the fear of concept~on Mar- 
r ~ e d  women are to suffer lest the unmarried should 
err Inc~dentally the doctrme mvolves a complete 
mverslon of the Chr~st~an new of chld bearmg 
The generally accepted Chr~st~an mew 1s that chl- 
dren are sent by God as a blessmg to thelr parents, 
the theologan evldently beheves that one of God's 
purposes m sending chlldren 1s to p u s h  sm 

The truth of the whole matter seems to be that 
many modern theologans have inherited the new 
of some of the early Chr~st~ans that sexual d l -  
gence is In ~tself smful That vlew probably arose 
as a protest agamst the excesslve glorficat~on of 
sex wh~ch was common m the pagan world It led 

(Contmued on page 966) 
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The Vaughan Saga 
Thu  edctonal from the WOMAN'S LEADEB (England) wee  to heaghts of zndagnatzon and p t y  

that make comment mnececreary 

R OCK F E R R Y  has agam been the scene of a 
gnm tragedy It concerns the affalrs of the 

Vaughan famdy-a father, mother, and six chll- 
dren, these last rangmg from 12 years to 5 months, 
and mcludmg a llttle glrl of 3, who had fits, 'was 
not a normal chlld,' and could not walk The Vau- 
ghan famly lnhablted two rooms M r  Vaughan 
was a rallway checker on the L M S R y  It was 
subsequently stated that hls wages enabled hun to  
gwe hls mfe  37s a week for household expenses, 
l e a m g  15s or 16s for hlmself Exactly a fort- 
mght ago Mrs Vaughan was arrested for stealmg 
a smt of clothes She was released on ball, and when 
her husband returned m the afternoon from work 
there were some hard words over thls deplorable 
affalr An hour later he went out and remamed 
out for the rest of the evenmg Durmg that tune 
and m the mtervals of gettmg SIX chddren to  bed- 
one of them a helpless mvahd, one of 18 months, 
and one of 5 months-Mrs Vaughan doubtless had 
tune m whlch to  med~tate upon the events of the 
afternoon and the probable events of the morrow 
The effect of her med~tatlon was that when M r  
Vaughan returned a t  10 p m and renewed the m- 
terrupted altercation Mrs Vaughan expressed the 
opmlon that llfe under such condltlons was not 
worth hvmg, and that she dld not propose to con- 
tmue the effort of l l m g  ~t-an oplmon, ~t appears, 
whch she had expressed on other occas~ons Upon 
t h ~ s  note the labors of the day ended 

Early on the followmg m o m g ,  and wlthout 
waklng M r  Vaughan, she arose, dressed the SIX 

chddren, put the three who were unable to walk Into 
a perambulator, left her two-roomed residence of 
evll memory, and conducted ~ t s  SIX youthful resl- 
dents out over the mud flats of the Rlver Mersey 
Thls mvolved some golng backwards and forwards, 
as ~t was not easy to move so large and helpless a 
contmgent m a smgle body However, havlng as- 
sembled them all a t  a point where the water became 
deep and the t ~ d e  swlft, she pushed them mto the 
water, subsequently plungmg m herself At thls 
pomt Mame, aged 12, John Arthur, aged 8, and 
Ehzabeth, aged 6, who not havlng been engaged 
hke them mother m the busmess of hfe for 35 years, 
were less consc~ous of ~ t s  burdens, reslsted violently 
and managed to extr~cate themselves from the 
water Mrs Vaughan, however, was able to add 
to her earher soclal quallficatlon of 'thlef' the fur- 
ther quaWcatlons of 'sulade' and 'mlful mur- 
deress ' Bess~e, aged 5 months, Nelhe, aged 18 

months, and the sub-normal Elsle subsequently 
shared mth  her the glory of a well-attended funeral 
a t  the expense of a sympathetic local football club, 
the dlgnlty of whch was somewhat marred by vlo- 
lent and notous demonstratlons of hosthty towards 
M r  Vaughan who, ~t was felt, had not been over- 
generous regardmg the proportion of hls wage 
allotted to household expenditure 

Meanwhile, In an ~magmatlve moment we vlsual- 
1% the dlsembodled Mrs Vaughan commg u p  for 
judgment m a hlgher court than the one whch 
would have dealt m t h  her had she s m v e d  to 
answer to  her fellow cltlwns for the stolen sult of 
clothes a court m which crune 1s more elastically 
defined and evldence more exhaustively considered 
W e  choose to belleve that ~ t s  verdld 1s 'Nelther 
do I condemn thee ' Upon the posslblhty of a mder 
mdlctment drawn agamst some person or persons 
mdlrectly concerned we prefer not to  speculate 

"Twgzn Spaced' 

I n  the course of the &scusslon on Bmth Control, 
whlch occup~ed a mornmg's dehberatlon a t  the 
N U S E C Summer School, D r  Isabel Pulteney, 
who expounded the ant]-Brth Control case, made 
an astomshmg statement She sald, ~f our memory 
serves, that she had never been appealed to by a 
mother for help m the avoidance of an unwanted 
chld T h s  statement 1s mdeed so astomshmg that 
we fear we may have stupldly msunderstood ~ t s  
author Nevertheless we left the meetmg m t h  the 
impression that m D r  Pulteney's mew the reluct- 
ant mother of a redundant famly 1s a blt of a myth 
-at any rate a dublous foundation for sentimental 
exaggerations It 1s possible, however, that our 
astonishment 1s msplaced After all, one does not 
ask bread of a person whose pocket 1s patently 
bulgmg w ~ t h  stones All the same we venture to 
record the fact that her experience is wholly &s- 
slmllar to our own and to that of a large number 
of medical practlt~oners and soclal workers mth  
whom we have exchanged remlnlscences 

She added, further, that the problem of excesswe 
or congested population could not have any serlous 
bearmg upon the justlficatlon of Blrth Control, 
slnce so many vlrgln spaces of the earth's surface 
st111 remamed available for cultlvatlon and human 
sustenance It 1s lnterestlng to speculate upon the 
soclal and economc process by whlch them existence 

(Contcnusd on page 366) 
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Birth Control in Relation to Child Employment 

THOSE of US who wear the label of social worker 
are often accused of having a singularly naive and 
simple faith in the efficacy of legislation to remedy 
the ills of the world During the present campaign 
for the adoption of the federal child labor amend- 
ment, this deluded trust of ours in the power of 
governmental regulation to do away with an evil 
mthout getting a t  the underlyng causes of that 
evil, has continually been held up to ridicule by 
our opponents * 

Speaking for myself, I shall have to confess that 
I am only too painfully conscious of the limitations 
of legslation W e  do, of course, agitate for better 
laws, but we believe in legrslatlon only as a mech- 
anism for expressing a social conviction Nor can 
any amount of remedial or corrective activity, 
whether legislative or otherwise, bring the remedy 
humanlty requires The Chlld Labor Committee 
cannot fold up  its tents like the Arabs as soon as 
it sqcceeds in m t i n g  a good law into the statute 
books It mll then have a much harder task ahead 
of it-that of helpmg change the conditions, social 
and economic, that give rise to child labor That 
would indeed be an Herculean accomplishment, for 
child labor, like all other social evlls, is the product 
of a multiplicity of causes And it is bound to be 
an unpopular task 

Multitudes of people can be enlisted in the 
dramatic task of budding hospitals, sanatoria, 
orphanages, prisons, homes for the feebleminded 
and i n s a n m r  to contribute to feeding the hungry 
-who are utterly cold to any proposal looking to 
such standards as will tend to decrease the need 
for these agencies of relief, by a discovery of the 
causes of human misfortune 

Chzef Cause of Chzld Labor 

As  to chld labor, it is scarcely necessary to 
enumerate the more important of these causes 
They mll readily occur to all I f  I were 
asked on the basis of my experience with chld labor 
to g v e  the one cause which m my opinion is more 
potent than any other in bringing about child labor, 
I would unhesitatingly say that large famll~es be- 
yond capacity of one person to support, lie nearest 
the cause of the problem 

Thls opuuon may be challenged Some statis- 
tical-mmded person may ask, and rightly so, for 
the proof on whlch I base my conclusion that the 
premature employment of children and unlimited 

*Paper before the Slxth Internat~onal Neo-Malthusian and 
Blrth Control Conference 

spawning are as inseparably linked as the pro- 
verbial Siamese twins Unfortunately, the social 
sciences a t  the present time must adrmt that as 
sciences they are still in the teething stage 
Methods of quantitative measurement are still be- 
lng evolved, and the study of child labor in relation 
to other social problems has seldom been measured 
accurately One study has been made, however, 
which throws some light on the intimate relation- 
ship between large families and child workers I n  
the summer of 1922 a study was made by several 
organizations of the problem of tenement home- 
work in New York City Industrial homework, as 
you know, is a system of manufacture in which 
work is sent out to be done in the homes Articles 
are taken from the factory, carried to the homes 
of the workers In large quantities, and there some 
part of the process of manufacture is carried on 

Home Work 
This is done almost entirely by women and 

children because the pittance earned would not 
support a man The work is popular because 
it presents a way of earning money and carmg for 
babies a t  the same time, and the result is to  push 
their earnings down to the lowest possible limit I n  
this system are incorporated all the worst evils of 
the factory system Whole families strain their 
eyes under dim gas jets, trying to finish their stmt 
for the day, or to get out rush orders which they 
must do under penalty of loslng their job 

The study covered familles in which women alone 
worked as well as those in w h ~ h  children worked 
Naturally we were interested in isolating the fac- 
tors which influenced some of the parents to work 
their children, while others took the financial re- 
sponsibility entirely upon themselves W e  com- 
pared the mcome of the fathers and found the 
average in the two groups to be the same The 
rents p a ~ d  by the two groups were also the same 
Then we compared the size of the families, and 
there we found the difference I n  the small famllies 
the children were allowed their freedom after school 
was done-in the large, they were forced to come 
inslde and sew on coats or make artificial flowers 
The average number of children in the group where 
there was no child labor was four, whde the average 
number of children in families where child labor 
was rife was seven There was the sign~ficant 
cause of child labor, in the large families the eco- 
nomlc burden was so great that all those children 
old enough to hold a needle were forced to labor 
for the food of the younger ones 
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Physzcal Effects 
But statist~cs have httle human significance Let  

me tell you about one of the families we studied 
There were 6 ch~ldren and the father was a porter 
earning $20 00 a week All the children above 10 
years were helpmg their mother fin~sh coats 
"Well, what you gonna do?" she told the visitor, 
"Husb' no earn mooch money, gotta 6 childre', and 
another on the way All childre' gotta help, or we 
no eat!" 

The lack of knowledge with which to limlt the 
size of families can be said to produce a vicious 
circle of social evils The first result is to force 
children to work long before they are physically 
capable of carrying such a burden There follow, 
all too often, physical deformities which have grave 
influence, in turn, upon the maternal funct~on, and 
often upon the offspring themselves Young girls 
employed in a sitting occupation for eight or ten 
hours a day are apt to develop sp~nal  curvature 
Children sitting at  desks in school take muscular 
exercise at  intervals to relieve this strain, but the 
factory ch~ld works four or five hours at  a stretch' 
It is recognised by physicians that curvature of the 
splne is a deform~ty of most severe type It 1s not 
only a menace to health, but so affects the pelv~s 
that serious difficulties are encountered in g~vmg  
b~r th  to chddren, and even the child itself may be 
crippled! I remember one woman whose two chil- 
dren had been brought mto the world only by 
means of Caesanan operat~on When seen by one 
of our workers, she was in despair because another 
child was soon to be born, and the doctor had 
warned her that another child would prove fatal 
"My God," she sa~d ,  "What am I going to do?" 

So the c~rcle goes on-too many children-pre- 
mature employment-phys~cal deficiencies, and 
then back again to too many children It is un- 
thinkable that those who are not physically capable 
of bearing or supporting children should be forced 
Into gwing up  their very lives simply for lack of 
contraceptwe information 

Take the thousands of people injured every year 
m mdustrial acc~dents Year after year they bear 
children who die because of someone's else phys~cal 
handicap I n  other words, Innocent children suffer 
because their parents are financ~ally unable to give 
them proper care I knew a man who lost both 
hands In a Pennsylvama mill a t  the early age of 11 
I n  spite of that, he married and had seven children, 
all of whom went to work as early as the law would 
permit-and there wasn't much law in those days 

Another man was hurt in a subway accident eight 
vears ago. and has smce been unable to work. ex- 

cept to help his wife a t  home His  mfe  has had 
fifteen pregnancies and has only five children still 
livmg Five others died after the accident, some 
from tuberculosis because of malnutrition, bad 
housing, lack of proper care, etc Two httle ones 
are still young enough to be on bottles, but the 
older three have to work One 1s seventeen, one ten 
and one seven Two of them never finished school 
-they went to work too early They had to! 

Such cases as these could be multiplied to in- 
dicate how distant is the goal of ch~ldren's rlghts 

What 1s the solution? W e  face a dilemma which 
cannot be escaped Either fewer ch~ldren or better 
organisatlon of mdustry and d~str~bution All 
reason and logic point to the former A t  least for 
the near future no relief appears except by such 
expedients as are advanced by the Neo-Malthusians 
-to improve the quality of the race by the spread 
of mformation wh~ch will tend to subtract the m- 
capable from the functions of procreation, and w~ l l  
add intelligent purpose as a controlling factor 

A t  present we are domg neither W e  catapult 
children Into the world by the accidental explos~on 
of passion and ~gnorance-and erect legal stock- 
ades to keep truth from entering And then we 
doom whole arrmes of them to child labor, disease, 
overcrowding and hunger, because the stock of 
goods to meet thew needs is not enough to go round 
It is a ghastly confession of human mefficiency- 
an ~ndustrial cannibalism wh~ch has to feed upon 
~ t s  young to live 

Race Deterzorataon 

The very classes of people who ought to be eager 
to help populate the earth mth  capable, virtuous, 
happy and beautiful offspring are the ones who, 
fearmg either that the earth's supphes wdl be ex- 
hausted so that there wdl not be enough to  go 
'round or that m the~ r  own case they wdl not be 
able to assure to them chlldren a f a n  opportumty 
in hfe, are mthholding from the race their propor- 
tion of its future population The ignorant, self- 
mdulgent, vlcious, the mentally mfer~or and the 
physically d t ,  on the other hand, undeterred by 
any such considerations, personal or social, contmue 
to propagate their kind and thus more and more 
tip the balance m favor of the vlctory of mfenor~ty 
and race deterioration 

W e  may well ask, "What Price Education"- 
or "Eugexucs''-or "Health Service"--or any other 
of our beneficent ]deals and pursuts ~f we stop a t  
this half-way station W e  have snatched the rems 
from the ruthless but almost unerrmg hand of na- . --  ~ . 2 ,  (Conlmnusd on paps 36b) 



GIRL MOTHERS 

Btrth Control Revsew 

A h r t  tmo thmt~and year4 ago a glrl mother of the poor bore her firat chrEd, and he became 
of the elect of the earth and the fowder of a great relsgron Moat yomg m o t h  of the paor 

are, M e  her, glrlr f a r  u.nd.er twnty  They d a r t  unth h y h  hopea of great dest~lres they rdl prepare 
thew chrldm, for, only to find that t k r  powerr are lwuted to chdd beam- never &g r t r c m  of 
chddrem. T h y  h u e  rcarcely -gh to feed and clothe them I t  18 beyond thnr parrerr to keep them 
mcll and normal, .much more ro to  mold them on o h e r m  rcdc Aa limg ar thu sr ro, or quuntrty and 
not qtlotrty u our rtandar, our young mther r  rdl be doomed to produce, not Chrutr and Buddha 
bat a race of the unfit 

"Life Is'nt Much Satisfaction 
Florlda 

I have been marrled a httle over two years and have one 
chdd and one about five months pregnant again so you 
know what a con&tion I am m I am only elghteen years 
of age I married when I was slxteen so you know how 
I have enjoyed mamed hfe, and I can't express in words 
how glad and thankful I would be if you would tell me 
some prevention, as I know two is all we can take care of 
Ike they should be as we are not nch people and I am 
Ignorant of any prevention of pregnancy a t  all I have 
tned to hve hopmg that some bme I would find a way and 
I msh and I know I would apprecmte as much or more than 
any one else For  hfe ~sn't  much sahsfaction as I know 
you already know I have a good husband also a hard 
worlung man H e  tnea to  make us a good kvmg and I 
know he would apprecmte your help as  much as I mll 
So lf you anll or  poss~bly can help me mu some way (and 
I don't beheve you would regret), I ml1 apprecmte ~t.  I 
wdl close, hoplng to  hear from you m the near future 

A Young Girl's Story 
Pennsylvania 

One of my fr~ends gave me your address and told me 
that she thought you m g h t  help me d I wrote to you, so 
L am wntrng thLs letter to ask you to help a poor httle 
orphan p r l  and mother My husband and I haven't been 
marned qwte 5 years, he was 18 and I was 16 and 
ather of us had httle knowledge of what marrlage 
meant only that we loved each other dearly and he wanted 
some one to cook and make a home for hlm I wanted 
some one to love me and buy me more clothes and make a 
home for me for I knew my grandfather would not hve 
much longer But two months before I was 17 a llttle 
a r l  came to us (Now a beautiful curly halred p r l  of 4 
years) Apnl B, 19.90 Then I went to hve mth  hlm 
and my mother-m-law and nephew steady and I began to 
get &scouraged September 19, 1931, another kttle p r l  

came to us, but she was only 8 months and only hved three 
days, so put extra expense on us as well as sorrow m our 
hearts Then September 9,1922, less than a year, a httle 
boy came to us, Aprd 19, 19%, another httle boy came 
They are all healthy, but the baby cnes most of the tune 
so I can't get near all of my work done I nursed all my 
bables untl I became pregnant agrun and though I was 
very strong when I was married l tire easlly thls summer 
and my ham is turnmg gray My dear husband had the 
Flu and we dldn't expect htm to hve m February, 1930, 
and since then he mn't so well He coughs so some nlghta 
he can't rest and some days he seems to loose hls strength 
so he can't work He has been to the doctor several bmes 
but they don't tlunk he mll ever be the same agam Every 
wmter he 1s l a d  off for  a couple or three months and then 
we get m debt and h summer we can't seem to get them 
paid u p  We keep our grocery bdl and rent pald and 
pay what we can wlth the rest, but as he doesn't get 
qulte one hundred a month ~t doesn't go far, so we have 
wondered ~f there wasn't some way not to have any more 
bables for a few years until I get my strength and we get 
psld up and get a httle home of our own to  ralae them tn 
My grandmother had 1.9 chddren and ralsed all but one, 
but I know lt must have been by good luck, for she has 
told me that sometunes all they had to eat was corn or rye 
bread and butter, potatoes and fru~t,  for  weeks a t  a tune 
and before the last three were born she was sick half the 
b e ,  but she thought that was her duty She told me 
how mean men were and that they d~dn't care how a woman 
felt only so them passlon could be sptwfied and that a 
woman's duty waa to have children, that God would not 
send more than could be taken care of some way, and that 
women who took thmgs and done thmgs to keep from 
havmg babes were to be shunned, they were the samc as 
murderesses If you can tell me what to do I would thank 
you always and help to further your cause, and my hus- 
band mll, too, for he 1s as anuous as I am that I s k  id 
get strong and that our chldren have proper food e r  d 
clothes, and fi we have another so soon I don't know what 
we wdl do for we can't a f i r d  to lure any one to help me 
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Two Puny Little Girls 
M~aslsslpp~ 

I feel that I must wnte you and see ~f you can help me 
I marrled when only suteen and after ten months was the 
mother of a httle gmL I &d not want more children soon 
but slster told me ~t was a ternble sm to  prevent ~t And 
I had no mother to take the matter to as mother &ed when 
we was qulte small So there was no other one for me 
to ask and I felt there was nothlng that I could do so 
after eleven months I had another httle gnl that was very 
httle and sickly It 1s now three months old and has been 
slck every day of ~ t s  hfe I am now only eighteen and 
the mother of two puny httle glrls and I feel that I can 
bear no more soon, as I have all my hfe been Mtle and 
sickly and smce my chddren came I have never seen a 
well day Smce the blrth of my last baby I have b h d  
and nervous spells I would rather &e than to have an- 
other one soon I know I would never get over ~t and I 
can not gwe the two bables that I have got half the care 
they should have on account of my health, so I pray if 
there IS any way you can help me that you wlll I am 
t r p g  to keep away from my husband all I can but it 
causes quarrels and trouble between us all the time I 
pray that you wlll free me from t h ~ s  trouble I pray to 
hear from you soon 

Three Children at 19 
West V~rgrnla 

I am a young mother of nmeteen years, have three 
chddren, the oldest not four years old yet and the youngest 
one month old. I purchased one of your books, 'Woman 
and the New Race," last week hoplng to get from it how 
to  prevent c u d  birth We are very poor people and can't 
afford to keep the children we have hke they should be 
kept 

" Remedies" 
Texas 

I was only a h g h  school g1r1 a t  the age of fifteen when 
I marned the man of my cholce who was twenty-one He 
b m g  older than I, I thought that he knew how to prevent 
ckldren conung too fast, so we tried a "remedy" and a t  
the end of two months and a half I was pregnant, a t  eleven 
months we were the proud parents of a p r l  A t  the 
admce of a slster-m-law I now tned another "remedy" 
My baby was only ten months old when I agaln became 
pregnant. At  seven and a half months another gml was 
born, but mth careful nursmg she IS now two years OIL! 
Stnce she was born we have been usmg another method 
whch I know IS not healthful to ether of us. My oldeat 
baby 1s three yearn and five months of age, the other one 
wdl be two June 18th and I wdl be twenty in September 
I had an operatlon for appendmhs last September so I 
would hke to put off chld bearlug a few years My hus- 

band is good and true to me, has never vls~ted questionable 
places even when he was smgle We are renters and are of 
the worlung class of people you speak of in your book 
who are absolutely lgnorant m a way 

Health is @me 
Ohio 

I am a young woman e~ghteen years of age and have a 
baby p r l  seven months old A year and a half ago I ran 
away and got married My husband had no money, only 
just what he had comlng on pay day, so we started out 
with nothmg and m ten months my baby was  born I have 
been m 1ll health ever smce and barely weigh a hundred 
pounds My husband has an ulcerated stomach and must 
be operated on soon My mother 1s lund enough to keep 
my baby for me so we can both work and get a start m 
Me I love my baby dearly and some day want several 
more, but just now you can see it not only would be 
cheatmg ourselves and baby, but would be unfair to the 
newcomer to brmg ~t mto t h s  world mthout even a home 
to o5er ~t So, as thousands of other women, I hve m 
fear and dread from one month's pen& tdl the next. 
NOW lf you can tell me some helpful t h n g  to  do mahout 
causmg yourself to get m trouble, I shall always be 
grateful 

She Asks a Rest Period 
Montana 

I was marned a t  the age of exghteen Had a fivemonth 
mscarriage after bemg marrled SIX months One year 
after that I had another mscarnage In five months I 
became pregnant agsm, by belug pregnant a*, by 
h n g  under doctors' care all the nme months I was able 
to b m g  birth to  a baby gml Havmg been real slck a t  
both mscarrlages, I am very weak and slck, hardly able 
to do my housework and care fo r  my baby Am very 
nervous and am bothered m t h  female trouble My baby 
1s now seven months old but I would hke to have several 
years of rest m order to  gam strength and get back 
my health before h a n g  any more chddren I have used 
a preventwe g~ven to me by a physlclan after the second 
mlscarrage whch &d not work wlth me, as I became 

Works Night and Day 
Pennsylvania. 

I am wntlng to you to  see If you can help me I have 
three chlldren In 4y2 years and am expectmg to have an- 
other We have a httle store to  make a hvmg because my 
husband is not able t o  work I have cned mght and day 
for my chldren because they can't have the nght care 
I work mght and day I n  dayt~me I stay ~n the store and 
In the mght I have to wash clean and cooklug If it wasn't 
for my chddren sometimes I feel like t a k q  polson but I 
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D a n g e r  to  the possrble chtldren or  to  the 

mother  herself ,  the  fear of pecuntary or 

personal rnsufictency for the br tngtng-up 

of the cht ldren,  the desire of ustng all  one's 

powers  and  resources for an tmportant  l t fe-  

w o r k ,  a Malthusran potnt o f  v zew  on the 

questzon of populatton-these and  other 

mot tves  are  regarded by  the evoluttonrst as 

good reasons for lrmtttng or  altogether ab-  

stazntng f r o m  parentage A n d  tn  this re-  

spect  the tndrvtdual rs a l lowed  freedom of 

chorce also as regards the me thod  w h t c h  

best agrees w t t h  the  oprnton of science on 

hygtene,  and  w t t h  rts own on moralrty and  

fitness -From LOVE AND MARRIAGE 

The Average Man and Birth Control 

W H A T  1s the average man thmkmg about 
Blrth Control' The so-called "man m the 

street," the man w~thout specla1 knowledge of t h ~ s  
or any other subject m the realm of sociology 

W e  know what the average woman thmks-and 
feels Her letters pour mto the Amencan B ~ r t h  
Control League offices by the thousands, and not 
in vam 

The least articulate group m whlch we are In- 
terested IS that const~tuted of mere work-a-day hus- 
bands and fathers But they are thmklng, thmk~ng 
independently, perhaps selfishly, but nevertheless 
thmkmg, they have them opmlons, and they are 
Important But what are they? It 1s not easy to 
know, though ~t may not be d5cu l t  to guess 

Because the average man IS not completely ar- 
tlculate, we are especially ~nterested m a serles of 
letters on B ~ r t h  Control publ~shed m successwe 
Issues of the Rogcroft magazme, the organ of the 
frlends and followers of the late Elbert Hubbard 

The first of these commun~cat~ons IS s~gned 
John B Engle, a m~lltant cr~tlc of ka~sers, klngs 
and "dmine" potentates, apparently a radlcal of 
the old school Mr Engle says 

"The recent old-tlme mother of c~v~llzat~on lived 
m the 'country' close to God and Nature She bore 
many chddren and then d ~ e d  a peaceful, natural 
death, after nearly a century of years The 'mod- 
ern' mother 1s envmoned by the telephone, the 
movles, the motor car, and the alr traffic Her 
famdy (lf any) may be a jeweled chatelam bag or 
a poodle dog, or both " 

That IS all Mr  Engle has to say touching R ~ r t h  
Control but ~t IS enough to draw the fire of W H 
H MacKeller, of Peekskdl, N Y ,  who responds 
m part as follows 

"Why p~ck on the mothers? I hold no brlef for 
the childless woman of the chatela~ne bag and the 
poodle dog, but on the other hand, why, m a rapldly 
crowdlng world-why lns~st upon every woman be- 
coming an mcubator? 
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"The world is not suffering for population Two- 
thirds of the earth's inhabitants now sit down to a 
scanty meal Increase of population, beyond cer- 
tain limits, means crowding Crowding makes for 
discontent, and national discontent makes for wars 
W e  have just witnessed how ~t worked out in Ger- 
many Eh, what? 

"The love of offspring is one of the noblest at- 
tributes of the human character, but that does not 
prevent a man from lovlng three chlldren as well 
as he may love ten 

"Moreover, he may educate three better, and 
occasionally remove his nose from the grindstone 
long enough to enjoy one fleeting day of life And 
mother, instead of hatching her brood and lying 
down to a 'peaceful and natural death' may find 
time to catch her breath and look betimes beyond 
the realm of the dishpan and the washtub 

"Fecund~ty was woman's crownmg achievement 
m the days of Tuba1 Cam, but in this day and gen- 
eration the human race may better turn its atten- 
tion to improvement by selective breeding rather 
than by haphazard famihes of prodigious size " 

M r  MacKeller's argument causes William H 
Fetzer, of Bethlehem, P a ,  to "take his pen m 
hand" to suggest that 

"Woman is that part of the human race through 
which God intends to multiply the race I have 
never seen a mother who did not love every child 
she bore 

"I'm sure the mother who hatched her brood, 
whether they be three or ten, lies down to a more 
peaceful and natural death than does the woman 
who nurses a poodle dog on her lap And the man 
m t h  such a woman for a m f e  is d l m g  to work 
and grind for her and her brood, even if the JOYS 

and pleasures of this world are few and far between 
for him There wd1 be a reward for each-and every 
one of us some day, and the poodle dog d not 
gam more for its possessor than the true image of 
our maker 

"Why do two-thirds of the earth's inhabitants 
sit down to a scanty meal? Not because the popu- 
lation 1s too large, no indeed, but because there 
exist men who think more of the almighty dollar 
than they do of little children, sent here to multiply 
on the earth until H e  comes agam 

"When it comes to overcrowding the world, there 
is some one m a better position to  regulate its h i t  
than are we here below " 

The final expression is from H K Frederick, 
of S t  Joseph, Mo H e  says 

families Rather let circumstances take care of th~s,  
for life contains nothing so distressing as a horde 
of half-naked, half-starved youngsters such as the 
tenements of our large cities contain by the thous- 
ands 

"Surely three well-bred, well-fed, and well- 
clothed children, though possibly no more loved by 
thelr parents, are far more lovable and desirable 
to others than ten dlrty, bedraggled starvelings 

"If 'father' 1s a man of sufficient means to prop- 
erly provlde for ten, then, by all means, let there 
be ten This, in these times, would well nlgh take 
a millionaire, and for the average parents, three or 
four children will keep Dad's 'nose to the grind- 
stone' and Mother well wthin the 'realm of the 
dishpan and the washtub ' 

Mr Frederick closes w t h  a repetition of the last 
paragraph of M r  MacKeller's letter 

Of the four average men represented by these 
statements, two are for and two are presumably 
against Birth Control That the former have the 
better of the argument we sincerely believe Mr  
Fetzer's contentions seem particularly faulty to us, 
since they rest on faith and not on facts-his pre- 
tended acquaintance with the purposes of God is 
not convincing, meantime we have facts m the 
world we know m t h  which we have to deal-if we 
are wrong, then the Mormons and M r  Fetzer are 
right, and our one duty is the mad creation of lives 
regardless of all except celestial consequences 

CRIME (?) 

I was concewed by accident, 
Born, an unwelcome mtmder, 
Doomed to fight disabled in a hostlle world 
Yet, all thls, you say, 1s human and qulte proper, 
Any measures of avoidance--cruel and cnmnal 

I was reared m vwe, neglected 
Slnned agalnst by man, 
In my turn I sinned against hlm, 
When each had done h s  worst, you took my life 
All ths,  you say, is lawful-call ~t justlce 

ANOTHER COUNT AGAIh'ST US 

"There should be no law or rule, nor even the 
least insinuation, that all parents should ralse large 

Blrth Control, practised by poultry breeders, 1s gomg 
to put a h g h  ppnce on Thanksgmng and Christmas 
turkey tbls year -Nma Item 
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A GREAT NOVEL AND SOME LESSER ONES 

CRUEL FELLOWSHIP, by C y d  Hume Doran, New 
York $2 50 

I T 1s difficult to  wnte of "Cruel Fellowshlp" mthout 
usmng superlatives It IS a pamful book, too palnful 

for those who read novels for amusement For  these 
almost any other book named m these paragraphs would 
serve better Nevertheless, ~t 1s one of the outstandmg 
books of the year, of many years mdeed, for ~t is, unhke 
most best sellers, a contrlbutlon to hterature 

The cruel fellowshlp 1s the fellowshlp of sorrow 
The story IS of a lonely httle boy whose outgolng In- 

stlnct for love and happmess 1s stdled by a famlly of 
stodgy md-Vlctonan adults Diffidence, lack of self-con- 
fidence or self-respect whlch prevent h m  from mnghng 
freely mth other people and fommg fnendshps, go Into 
the maklng of the thread of hfe The boy as he grows 
up becomes a figure contemptlble and a t  the same tune 
~mpresslve, colossal m h s  mlsery and lonehness, for whom 
every attempt a t  happlness turns lnto tragedy and shame 

The h a 1  catastrophe m early manhood sets hlm upon 
a sordId degraded path for the rest of hfe 

It would be m~sleadmg to  tlcket by a smgle term thls 
great analyms of suffering "Cruel Fellowshlp" 1s not 
what someone has called "a synthes~s of psychoanalytical 
elements", lt IS a work of art, a complete and u d e d  por- 
t r a ~ t  of a soul Yet ~t IS doubtful ~f Cynl Hume could 
have attalned the lnslght mto the hdden tragedy that 
can be wrought Into the m u d  m ~ t s  makmg ~f ~t had not 
been for the work of the V~enna School of psycholog~sts 
who have made so great a contnbutlon to  both sclence 
and a r t  

"Cruel Fellowshp" has reahsm mthout cymclsm, s p -  
pathy Mhout  sentunentahty It 1s a book that wdl not 
be easy to forget, the more so because the reader has 
glunpses now and agal-too reahstlc ghmpses--of hun- 
self m the self-abasement of thls poor boy 

"Cruel Fellowsh~p" IS Mr Hume's second book "The 
Wlfe of the Centaur," h s  first, was a h s h e d  product 
of Its kmnd, but the second so far  surpasses ~t 1n deep 
human appeal and convlctlon of fundamental truth that 
we feel h s  work 1s only a t  ~ t s  bepnrung There 1s some 
self-portra~ture m "The Wlfe of the Centaur " At self- 
portraiture many novehste of h g h  rank stay all them 

hves, hut m "Cruel Fellowshp" Mr Hume has been able 
to leave hunself as hero and enter the soul of another man 

Few male wnters can enter the souls of women, but we 
beheve that Mr Hume IS one who could and we should 
hke to see from hlm a compamon study of a woman We 
should hke to see her, not a hghtly balanced mdmdual 
hke the boy m "Cruel Fellowshlp," but a normal woman 
whose character, happlness and work are hstorted and 
Impeded through hfe by the repressions whlch most par- 
ents stnve to implant m p r l s  m the first years of child- 
hood and whlch are not ~ d l c t e d  on most boys 

"BE M~BBIAGE GUEST'' comes second to "Cruel Fellow- 
ship"-but second magno cum mtervall-in thls group 
of novels A woman chooses the wrong one of two lovers 
She turns m splnt from her husband on her marnage 
nlght and only keeps from hatlng h m  by creatlng and 
hvmg throughout her marned hfe the phantasy that he 
IS the man whom she rejeded This 1s a phantasy well 
known to nerve speclhsts, not uncommonly found, for 
example, m husbands thwarted In some way and unfrutb- 
ful to t h a r  mves, but the book does not carry convlctlon 
m ~ t s  presentation of t h s  type of erotlc experience It 
1s unsahsfaetory also m dehea t~on  of character and de- 
velopment of the story It touches the surface of ~ t s  
subject and has no moments of msplrahw 

"LIFTINO MIST" by a younger member of the f a d y  of 
Fredenck Harrlson 1s a dlsappomtment It essays to 
cover m the hfe of an older boy the same field of awaken- 
mg sex-consc~ouwess as Hugh de Sekncourt's "One Lattle 
Boy" It lacks, however, the smcenty, sunphclty, and m- 
slght whch dishngulshed "One L t t l e  Boy " 

''NAKED Came I out and naked shall I return" IS the theme 
of the "Naked Man" A mner longs to  be a farmer, 
mhents a farm but has no h e ~ r  by h s  barren mfe The 
story tells how he gams a chld through the self-sacr~cc 
of t h ~ s  mfe, loses young wlfe, chld, and land and comes 
back to  thls first wlfe bereft but a t  pence It 1s a senous 
effort but never rises to  the helghts of great fichon 

IN "Bread and Jam" a group of young people who are 
tendmg toward those vlces and ~rresponabhtles associ- 

+THE WIFE OF THE CENTAUR, by CgrU Hume Doran, 
New York. $2.80 

THE MARRIAGE GUEST, by Conrad Bercovlcl Bod h 
Llverlgbt, New York $2 W 

LIFTING MIST, by Anstm Harrmn Seltzer, New York $2 00 
THE NAKED MAN. by Vcrc Hntcbinaon Century CQ, New . - . . 

York. $200 
BREAD AND JAM, by Nalbro Bartley Doran, New York 

m00 

HIGHLAND ANNALS, by Ohve Tflford Dargan Seribner, 
New York $2 W 

YOUNG MISCHIEF AND THE PERFECT PAIR, by H* 
de Sehcourt A h C. Bonk New York $2 W 

THE MISTY FLATS. by Helen Woodbum L l n l ~  Brown h . - 
Co, Boston $2 W 

KEPT, by Ns WauB A & C Bod, New York $200 
SOUNDINGS, by A Hamflton Gibbs Little, Brwn h Co, 

Boston $2 W 
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ated mth "flappers" are brought back to  the stralght 
path by a mrddle-aged mother to whom the vlrtuea of the 
older school stdl chng 

IN the heavenly beauty of the North Carohna mountams, 
m "Highland Annals," a community of natlves are made 
to hve their llves of poverty, overcrowdmg and overbreed- 
mg and stdl to express m themselves some of the tender 
eluslve poetry of them surrounmngs 

"YOUNG MISCHIEF" IS a hght and somewhat fantastic tale 
of two young people who succeed by rather danng meas- 
ures m brealung down the reserve that has grown up be- 
tween a rather formal husband and mfe 

"THE MISTY FLATS" means accordmg to the verses whch 
Introduce the story the dead level of the commonplace 
The name only too well describes the book, whch is an 
attempt suggestlve m a feeble way of what May Slnclalr 
d ~ d  mth genius and connctlon m "Mary (Mlvler " I t  
tells m a llfeless way the story of a young g d  whose 
loves and whose career are thwarted by the demands of an 
egotistical mother 

From D Appleton & Co (New York) TEE MOTHEB'S 
RECOMPENSE, by Edlth Wharton $2 00 

From Harvard Unlverslty Press (Mans ) A PIWSENT 
DAY CONCEPTION OF MENTAL DISOBDEBS, by Charles Mac- 
Fle Campbell, M D $1 00 

From Instltute for  Government Research, Children's 
Bureau (Washmgton, D C ) SERVICE MONOGRAPHS OP 

THE UNITED STATES G O V ~ M E N T ,  NO $31 
From Chas Scrlbner's Sons (New York) Socur 

CLASSES IN POST-Was EUBOPZ, by LothTOp Stoddard 
$a 00 

From Macmllan Co (New York) CHBI~TINA ALBEB- 
TA'S FATHER, by H ~1 ws $a 60 

From L~ttle, Brown & Co (Boston) TEE PRESENT 
ECONOMIC REVOLUTION IN TEE UNITED STATES, by Thos 
Nuon Carver $2 60 

From New Republic (New York) OUR ENEMY THE 

CHILD, by Agnes de Llma 
From New Republlc (New York) THE CHILD, THE 

CLINIC AND THE COUBT A symposium on Juvenile De- 
llnquency $1 00 

From Century Co (New York) COMMON WEALTH, 
by C G Campbell $3 00 

From Century Co (New York) ALMOST HUMAN, "KEPT" IS a cheap and unconvmcmg effort to present the 
hves of a group of sex parasites, male and female by Robert M Yerkes $3 00 

From Bom & L~veright (New York) Dasx IAUQHTE~, 
by Sherwood Anderson $2 50 

"SOUNDINGS" 1s a moral httle tale of a young woman who 
wants a child, whose marnage plans are surrounded by From J P Lpplncott Co (PMadelpha) DYNAXIC 

P~YCHOLOGY, by Thomas Verner Moore, Ph D , M D d&cultles and who yet succeeds m adjusting hfe to her 
demands wlthout vlolatmg the accepted moral code $3 00 

M S B  
They sat a t  a marble topped table, flooded mth  hght 

by Incandescent gas I n  the glare the wa~ters seemed 
BOOKS RECEIVED blacker, smaller and more stunted than by the hght of 

day Their faces were palhd, mth  a touch of green thew 
From E P Dutton (New York) PBOMETHEUS, by halr and moustaches were almost blue black Their 

H S J e m n g s  $1 00 energy was that of automata Vlctona looked a t  them, 
From Peoples Instltute Publ~shmg Co , (New York) meltmg mth  Pity 

BEHAVIOBISM, by John B Watson "There's a hfe for you," sald Farwell, lnterpretmg her 

F~~~ L ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~  and me World,s chl lhen ( ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ )  look "Suteen hours work a day m an atmosphere of stale 

THE INTEENATIONAL Y- BOOK OF CmD CABE AND 
plate scounngs and time 

PBOTECTION, edlted by Edward Fuller $2 60 get it, eight hours For  hvmg, the rest of the day" 

F~~~ servants of l,,aa society pornbay, I ~ & ~ )  "It's awful, awful," said Vlctona ''They might as well 

ALL-INDIA SOCIAL SEBVICE CONFEBENCE, REPORT OF 
be dead" 

FOUBTH SESSION, 1924 "They mll be soon," sald Farwell, "but what does that 
matter? There are plenty of walters I n  the shadow of 

From Boru & L1venght (New York) ToLEMNcE' by the ollve groves tomght m far-off Calabna, a t  the base Hendnk Van Loon. of the nne-clad hlls, couples are w a h g  hand m hand, 
Domanee (Pa ) THE OF THE W A ~ ~ N G  mth  passion flashlng m thew eyes Brown peasant boys 

WOUNDE~, by B F Borchardt $1 75 are clasptng to them breast young gr la  mth  dark ham, 
From C V Mob' Co (St Loulss Mo ) O B J E C T ~ Z  whte teeth, red hps, hearts that beat and quiver mth  

P~CHOPATHOLOGY, by G V Hamlton, M D ecstacy They tell a tale of love and hope So we shall 
From Wdhams & Wllhns Co (Baltunore) STUDIES not be short of walters "-W L GEOBGE m "A Bed of 

IN HUMAN BIOLOGY, by Raymond Pearl Roses " 



Motherhood - a 

WAITING 

'Tis Christmas Eve, and I stand without a wee small 
bungalow among the trees It has been a glorious day, 
but the true Christmas sp~r l t  has failed to come to rest 
within my heart 

The door opens, and a woman stands there to greet me 
I wlsh that you might see her Soft brown hair frames 
her strong young face, with its clear brown eyes She is 
wearlng a soft clingmg blue gown, with whlte about the 
shoulders, and a soft whte shawl dropping from her arm 
to the floor 

I see that the greatest hope that can look from a 
woman's eyes beams from those clear brown eyes 

I step withln A fire glows In the grate, and Christmas 
greens and candles add to the harmony of color 

She takes me to her room, and I see all the wee soft 
thlngs awa~tlng the little guest Too sacred for me to 
touch they seem, and as she talks, all of joy to come, and 
not the pam, I think I see a halo of hght about her head 
Strong in body and soul, she walts with perfect calm 

A joy creeps Into my heart, and I pass out wlth bowed 
head, a better woman 

HELEN 

Red gold curls tossed and quivered, as Helen of three 
Summers, danced in wlld abandonment to the music of 
her own heart 

Dalntly lifting the hem of her fluffy white frock, In one 
tiny hand, she raised the other m a repellmg gesture, 
seemlng as she retreated, to stay the future 

She courtesied to the happy past, and flew forward to 
embraoe the present Polntmg to the floor, she sald 
"That's the lake," and mth an outward sweep of her 
arm, "There's the woods " 

Blue eyes grew more bright, and pmk cheeks more 
pink as the dance contmued 

Bzrth Control Bevzew 

Group of Pastels 

0 UR BABY 
(From a Letter) 

I know the baby misses you H e  looks up every t m e  
the door opens, and I can see the laughter come tnto h ~ s  
eyes, just as it does when you romp mth hm,  then a wee 
llttle cloud floats across h s  face, and he looks about to 
have the mystery explained 

He  is so wonderful I am more thrllled every day by 
the beauty of hlm Surely there can be nothng more 
marvelous In all the world than to have been his creators 
I am awed by the magnitude of it 

Today he found hls feet, those tmy pmk flowers, that 
floated on plnk stems above hlm By great effort he 
tugged a rebelllous foot to his mouth, and wlth gurgles 
of joy, like a llttle brook talking over a bed of rocks, he 
captured h ~ s  blg toe and held it fast In his mouth, a 
willing prlsoner 

T H E  MOTHER 

It was qulet In the dellvery room It was qu~et, when 
we should have been hearing that most welcome of all 
sounds, the first cry of the new born infant, the cry that 
&spells the wearmess of the long hours of walting, and 
brmgs forgetfulness to the mother, forgetfulness of the 
hours of paln and suffenng 

I had grown fond of the young Irlsh gml, as I guided 
her through the months of walting, and I had looked for- 
ward to the tlme when she should hold her baby in her 
strong young arms, but now ~t was qulet 

They carrled the baby out and left me alone wlth her 
I could not keep the tears back F~nally she said "Is 
the baby dead?" I said "Yes, the baby 1s dead" Her 
husband came to the door She turned her face toward 
hun and said, "It's been a long hard strmggle, and the 
baby's dead " 

SUM OF LIFE 

Tell me not from Cold Spnng Harbor 
Llfe 1s nothng but germ plasm, 

Nor declalm from Cold Ann Arbor 
It 1s just a ~ s y c h c  spasm 

L ~ f e  1s vltal, hfe 1s solemn, 
And the grave 1s not Woods Hole, 

Weismann holds your spinal column, 
But Lamarck stlll owns your soul 

Let us, then, be out acqulnng 
Characterlstlcs good and gay,  

Or, ~f we can't, keep on adrmnng 
Those we have now, anyway 

-DEVERE ALLEN m The Wmld To-Morrow 
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OUR CORRESPONDENTS' COLUMN 

AN APPEAL M T H E  CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 

W Va 
TOSCAN BENNETT, 
Dzrector of the Labor Departmnt 

I received the leaflets and I thank you for sendmg them 
I gave them out to the striking people as we have been 
on strike for three years come the first of April and we 
live in tents We are unlon people and we lived in tents 
all winter aithout any floor, just the tents over the top 
of us I mould join the Amencan Blrth Control League, 
but I have no way to get the money I read the leaflets 
you sent Everythmg on them 1s true the way we have 
been living is just what people send in to us, old clothes 
they can spare they send in to us I have five children and 
one of them in the hospital now mth  S t  Vitus' Dance and 
heart trouble, rheumatics m hls legs so We have just 
to hve half enough to eat, no doctor, and nothmg to 
work on, what I read in your leaflet 1s true for we are 
going through it If life was a thmg that money could 
buy the rich would live and the poor would die, so ever I 
get money I will jom Perhaps you know of some one 
that has some old clothes that they could send me, if so 
I wdl be glad of them You can send me more leaflets 
I will pass them around 

Yours sincerely, 
Mas B- 

FECUNDITY AND INTELLIGENCE 

D r  Pearl's article, "The Differential Birth Rate," In 
this month's Birth Control Review interested me He 
comes to a conclusion whlch I have expressed in my book, 
"The Inheritance of Mental Ihseases," in which I claim 
that a large birth rate has nothing to do with feeble- 
mindedness or intelligence It 1s an mdex of the cultural 
level of the group 

I refer you t o  that book, also, so that you may know 
that ~t is not a t  all true that the feeble-minded necessarily 
have large birth rates No one ought to form any oplnion 
a t  all about the birth rate, or anythmg else at all about 
the feeble-minded, on the basis of the hypothetical Jukes, 
Kalllkaks, and the like It seems to me that Bwth Con- 
trol has excuse enough for existence mthout claiming too 
much, without statmg that Birth Control wdl wlpe out 
mental disease or feeble-mindedness, or anything like such 
claims So long as we do not know the cause of the very 
largest part  of feeblemindedness and mental diseases, 
~t is a little premature to rush m with assertions of this 
kmd 

Very sincerely yours, 
A MYEBSON, M D 

FOR T H E  NEGRO 

Edator, BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

Kindly accept thls letter as a token of slncere apprecia- 
tion of your artlcle which I have just fimshed reading in 
Collser's Magaxme, August 15th, in whlch you so intelli- 
gently and timely ~ o i n t e d  out the em1 of bringing children 
into the world-if I may use that term, without due 
thoughtfulness 

Unfortunately this is the first time I have had the 
pleasure of reading anything on thls subject, which I con- 
sider so vltal a t  this time, even though ~t has been one 
of my pet subjects 

I am hoping that your influence will be felt among the 
masses of three races in part~cular, the Hebrew, the Ital- 
ian and the Negro From casual observation it seems to 
me that these races are less observant of Birth Control 
than any others No doubt you wd1 say differently The 
latter, of which I am a member I feel IS improving con- 
siderably I refer to my group because of the advantage 
of observation by affihation 

Ever since I have been old enough t o  reflect back t o  the 
days of struggles of my parents In their efforts to ralse 
a family of nme, which resulted in the death of my mother 
a t  a comparatively young age, I have felt the need of such 
teachings Some people wlll attempt t o  defend their ignor- 
ance by saylng that it is God's mll I c a ~ o t  agree that 
God intended that man should burden himself down mth  
more than he can comfortably carry, and deny himself 
the happmess which this beautiful llfe offers 

Wlth sincere msh for the continuation and success of 
such noble work, I remaln, 

Yours sincerely, 

0 RICHAED REID 

PERIODICAL NOTES 

The subject of the July number of the A w l s  of the 
Amencam Academy of Polrtscal and S o c d  Screme, 1s 
Amencan Policy and International Securlty Many causes 
of lnsecunty are hscussed by authontles, but nowhere is 
pressure of overpopulation mentioned "Co-operation," 
"education" and hke catch words as cures for msecurity 
and war, run through its pages but no practical program 
is offered, for the reason that the real underlying problem 
1s nowhere faced or even formulated 

The Chnstlan, Sczeltce Momtor (Boston) has an m- 
teresting editorial on the scope of the European problem 
of overpopulation created by our present immigration 
pohcy The M m t o r  beheves that "there is clearly no 
problem of mlgratlon, vlewed as a world problem The 
pressure whlch underhes ~t has always been one of the 



great causes of war dunng all hstory Unless ~t 1s m- 
telhgently stumed and solved, ~t 1s likely to become a 
cause of war again m the future It is surely time that 
the great natlons of the world should gwe t o  ~t thelr 
senous attention slttlng around a table together" The 
only constmct~ve suggestion for rehef the Momtor has t o  
offer the nat~ons sittlng around a table together, 1s the 
openlng by common agreement of the empty spaces of the 
earth unt~l,  one after another, they are filled up 

Blrth Control is even  no place m the th1rt.y or more 
stu&es that make up the group of contributions on New 
Values In Chld Welfare, in the September Annuls of the 
Alnencan Academy of Polatacd and Socaal S c m e  
(Phlladelph~a) 

The October number of the Cntac and &de (N Y ) 
contams an Important contrlbut~on to the hlstoncal rec- 
ords of the Blrth Control Movement in G Hardy's ac- 
count of the work and personahty of Paul Robm, French 
ploneer Of h s  mfluence in France M Hardy says "The 
whole literature of the subject, all the writmgs upon the 
problem of populatlon were, more or less d~rectly, the 
outcome of hs msplration " 

In recent numbers (August and October) of the 
Eugenlcal Neros (N Y )  are artlcles on the dec~slon 
throwing out the Sterhzat~on law of Mlchgan, on Infant 
Mortality and the Surnval of the Flttest by Charles Herr- 
man, M D ,  and on Soclal Eugenm and Blrth Control 
in Russla by Peter Tutyshkm, M D , delegate from Rus- 
sla to the Slxth International NmMalthusmn and Birth 
Control Conference Dr Herman  dws not beheve that 
the prevent~on of Infant mortality is from a b~olopcal 
pomt of new detrimental to the future of the race He 
holds, on the other hand, and brmgs forth good endence 
for the behef, that our present effort t o  save Infants has 
reduced the mortahty not of the congenitally weak, but 
of strong mfants exposed to accidental d~seases that tahe 
off strong and weak ahke 

D r  'Ihtyshkm's artlcle tells of the widespread sclen- 
tAc movement m Soviet Russ~a for lmprovlng the racial 
stock Of this movement Bmth Control 1s recognized as 
an essential par t  and one local health department a t  least, 
that of Moscow, eves  mstruction m contraceptme meas- 
ures to physmans m the c ~ t y  hospitals 

The thlrd m the Forum (N Y ) serles on war, peace 
and populatlon is E M East's "War or Peace" m whch 
he develops the Idea that "what Havelock E k s  called the 
'conquest of the blrth-rate,' and not the mternational con- 
f l~ct  s t ~ l l  so n n d  m our memories, mll be the World War  
of the twentieth century" Earher articles (September 
and October) are by H P Fairchdd and F A Woods 

Barth Coat?ol Revreca 

Sex a Polltical Issue 
I N  an address before members of the Llberal 
Party, John Maynard Keynes, editor of the Eco- 
nomac J m d  (London) and one of the leaders 
of llberal thought In England, announces the ad- 
vent of sex questlons m pohtlcs HIS statement and 
the response of his aud~ence has been mdely com- 
mented on by the press The speech ("Am I a 
Llberalv") is thus reported by the London Dazly 
News 

T h ~ s  1s what he said 
"The questlons whlch I group together as sex quest~ons 

have not been party quest~ons ln the past But that was 
because they were never or seldom the subject of pubhc 
discussions All thm 1s changed now 

"There are now no subjects In whlch the big general 
public 1s more interested 

"They are of the utmost social importance Some of 
them are deeply involved m the solution of certain eco- 
nomlc questlons 

"I can't doubt that sex questions are hound to enter 
the polltlcal arena 

"Birth Control and the use of contraceptives, mamage 
laws, the economlc posltlon of women, the economlc posl- 
tlou of the famlly-m all these matters the exlsting state 
of the law and of orthodoxy are st111 medieval, and alto- 
gether out of touch mth  cinhzed opinlon and practice 
and mth what mdlvlduals, educated and uneducated ahke, 
say to each other in private 

"Let no one deceive h~mself mth  the Idea that the 
change of opmon on these matters 1s one which affects 
only a small educated class Let no one suppose that ~t 
is the workmng women who are golng to be shocked by 
Ideas of Blrth Control or of dlvorce reform For  them 
these thmgs suggest new hberty and the emancipation 
from the most ~ntolerable of tyranmes " 

Mr Keynes went on to inslst that  such questlons should 
be mscussed a t  pohtlcal meetmgs 

"A party which would &scuss these thlngs openly and 
msely a t  ~ t s  meetmugs would &soover a new and hnng  
mterest tn the electorate-because pohtics would be deal- 
mg once more mth matters about whch everyone wanted 
to know and whch deeply affected everyone's own hfe " 

Up to thls polnt the bomb had not perhaps actually 
exploded The real shock came when Mr Keynes lnslsted 
that the government ~tself should take up B ~ r t h  Control 

"Birth Control touches on one side the hherties of 
women, and on the other side the duty of the state to con- 
cern Itself mth the sue of the population just as much 
as mth the size of the army or the amount of the budget " 

The reverberat~ons of the explosion hardly &ed away 
when a pretty, golden-halred g?rl rose a t  the back of the 

The next of the senes 1s to be by Havelock Elhs hall and warmly supported ~r Keynes 
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Our Federal Work 
These Mothers Count on You to Add Your Tzthe to Thew Mate 

C~CULAEIZATION of a hst of 60,000 mterested 
persons, the majority of them hfe members of the 
American Blrth Control League, has brought re- 
turns in money and where money was lackmg m 
offers to a ~ d  in other ways, mformat~on about can- 
&dates and local physmans and expressions of 
heartfelt sympathy and encouragement The 
amounts are small, very small m many cases, and 
these donat~ons are an ind~cation of the poverty and 
desperate need for rel~ef of that large body of 
women who make the most urgent demand for 
Blrth Control 

One Kentucky woman crippled w t h  rheumat~sm, 
sends a dollar and says that ~t 1s only the money 
spent on her ~llness that prevents her from sendmg 
more Another from Anzona just out of a SIX 

months sick bed, has no money st present to send 
but prormses to send some later She 1s one of 
many, from Cahfoma, Idaho, Virgnua, North 
Carolma and other states of the =on who send 
small bdls as a b e g m g  and promse, ~f their plans 
turn out well, to send others just as often as they 
can spare a httle from household expenses 

One 1s bankmg on hope She sends a httle and 
wntes, "I am short a t  present but expect to have 
some m a few months and ~f I do you wdl hear 
from me agam" Another cons~ders the matter 
cruc~al enough to enclose a small check though she 
wr~tes that her husband 1s on the edge of bank- 
ruptcy 

A South Carolma mother sends what 1s a large 
check for a poor woman and expresses her del~ght 
that for the first time she has enough over to make 
a contnbut~on to the League, to whch she has 
planned for years to contribute A woman who 
has been supportm and carmg for two aged in- 
vahd parents sends $5 00 Her  father has just died 
and she wntes, "I find that it takes money to live 
and money to &e " 

Another writes "I regret that it 1s lmposslble 
to make my contribut~on larger, as the money could 
not be used to better purpose " 

Another "I mll send you $1 00 I couldn't send 
more T h ~ s  has been one hard year on us Work 
has been so scarce here I would like to take the 
Bwth Control paper again, but I just have never 
seen my way clear smce my paper run out I sure 
have done all I know how to do for your cause " 

Our oldest subscriber writes "I have been for 
years a subscriber to your magazme, and I thmk 
I am the oldest present subscr~ber I am half way 

along m my 89th year But that does not d~rrrrmsh 
my mterest m B ~ r t h  Control I thmk there 1s no 
other question before the world that is of so much 
unportance If I could afford ~t I would send you 
a check for a thousand dollars, but I am not, but I 
can send $5 00 and you wdl find that enclosed " 

These are a few of the messages mth small b~lls 
I t  1s not much money all told, but it 1s much taken 
out of lean pocketbooks Many and smcere also 
are the messages from those who cannot even send 
a small b~l l  One offers work "I will work," she 
wntes, "and ask my fr~ends to work I want t h s  
b~ l l  passed!" 

A Pennsylvan~a woman wr~tes her slncere re- 
grets and tells t h ~ s  story to explam why she does 
not help "I would ~f I could but I cannot I would 
gladly gme $50 00 if I could but let me tell you a 
story I married at  14 and to a man 8 years older 
than me And I had 6 chddren In 11 years and my 
man is a drunkard too, and I had to work smce 
I could remember and last year my man never 
worked but 5 months and 2 weeks and the chlldren 
have nothmg to wear only second handed and I 
work too I am 27 years old and I have hved ~t 
seems to me, 50 years 1 tell fortunes for 25 cents 
too at  night and do all of my work and take care 
of 2 babies, 2 and 4 years old I have not got m 
the fam~ly way agam yet thanks to you so you see 
how it 1s mth me I have one boy 10 and one 6 and 
a g r l  8, so you know ~t takes a lot to feed 7 m a 
famly Excuse my wr~tmg for I have had no one 
to learn me Goodbye from your lovmg friend " 

Another from an Illmo~s farm wntes m these 
terms "Please excuse me for not sendmg you any 
money as I just possibly can't do it I am d t g p g  
potatoes and taking a man's place trymg to make 
some money to get a few clothes for t h ~ s  mnter 
and am going to p~ck  corn too Would sure l ~ k e  
to be able to get your monthly reports, and ~f I 
am ever in shape so I can mll send you some money 
for your good work " 

These are human documents filed in the case for 
the Federal Bill 

From a social worker in a New England state 
comes the summmg up of the meamng of al1,these 
human stones She sends $2 00, "mshes ~t were 
$200 00," and writes "I am deeply mterested m 
your movement for I teach the very poor Our wel- 
fare and soc~al work ls of h ~ g h  order but your mes- 
sage 1s the message they need We have 6 to 10 
ch~ldren m a fam~ly, and in the slum d~stricts " 
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News Notes 
UNITED STATES 

New York 

ADDRESSES made before groups in New York 
Clty durmg November were Stuyvesant House, 
East 9th S t ,  where MISS Sara Takson spoke in 
Y~ddlsh, the New York League of Busmess and 
Professional Women, 25 East 39th S t ,  addressed 
by Mrs Anne Kennedy, and a meetmg of the New 
Era  Club on East Broadway by Mrs Elizabeth 
Grew The Chalrman, Jacob Shulman, writes of 
thls address that it was "one of the most lnterestlng 
and instructive which we have been prlvlleged to 
hear for some tlme" Four hundred men and 
women crowded Into the hall and more than 300 
had to be turned away 

I n  the latter half of November D r  Hannah M 
Stone spoke before the Jefferson County Medical 
Soclety at  Watertown and the Labor Temple, 
New York City and Mrs Sanger before the mem- 
bers of the Congregatlonal Church a t  Kew 
Gardens 

The date of the annual public gathermg under 
the ausplces of the American Birth Control League 
had to be changed to November 28th, when a lunch- 
eon meetmg was held at  the Town Hall  Club, New 
York Clty A full account of the addresses d l  
be glven m a later number of the REVIEW 

Among vlsitors to headquarters m the last month 
have been some lnfluentlal orientals who desired 
to carry mformation about Blrth Control back to 
their natlve land These were Captam Itsukl Na- 
p o  of the Imperlal Japanese Medlcal Corps at  
Tokio, who is m thls country to take a course wlth 
D r  Adolph Meyer of Johns Hopluns, Mrs Shm 
Inouye, secretary of the Toklo Red Cross, and, 
representing a group Interested m bnngmg Blrth 
Control to the Onent, M r  George W Shepherd, 
of the Congregatlonal Mlsslon a t  Hong Kong 

On October 9th Dr James F Cooper, Medlcal 
Dlrector of the Climcal Research Department of 
the Amerlcan Birth Control League, spoke before 
the Tloga County Medical Soclety 

ON October 26th D r  James F Cooper addressed 
the Cralghead Medlcal Soclety of Jonesboro The 
next day he spoke at Llttle Rock before the 
Pulaskl County Medical Soclety, at  the largest 
meetmg the soclety had held m many years The 
local press reported the meetmg m full 

T HE last b~ennlal report of the California 
Board of Health comments on the low birth 

rate-about 22 7 In 1923-wh~ch that state shares 
w t h  the other state of the Pacific coast The an- 
alysls of the situation and the causes is worth quot- 
ing in full 

"In order to determme other features of the low blrth 
rates In t h ~ s  state," says the report, "and to discover, ~f 
possible, the causes wh~ch underlie them, an exam~nat~on 
was made of available data bearing upon t h ~ s  ~mportant 
subject I t  was found that among married women, child- 
beanng 1s more universal In Cahforma than In that por- 
t ~ o n  of the nation represented in the blrth registration 
area of the Umted States, but that Cahforma women have 
smaller famihes That is to say, there is a smaller pro- 
portion of chlldless marriages m tbls state, but the aver- 
age Issue per mother is less than in the repstration area 
as a whole, and the average interval between successive 
b~r ths  1s greater The figures lnd~cate that m the regw 
tratlon area 10 6 per cent of the marned women never 
have children, whereas in Callforma only 6 5 per cent re- 
main chlldless On the other hand, among those women 
who do have ch~ldren the average issue is 330 per hundred 
mothers in the registration area and only 266 in Cah- 
forma Hence, whlle chlld-bearmg is more general among 
the women of t h ~ s  state, the early termmatlon of t h ~ s  
functlon on the part  of Cahforma women, together mth  
the greater intervals between successive births, results m 
a low blrth rate The blrth rate is a funct~on of two pnn- 
cipal factors, namely, good free land and educat~onal 
standards 

"As the one &sappears and the other is estabhshed 
upon higher planes, the birth rate goes down This 
has been the history of birth rates throughout the develop- 
ment of t h ~ s  country In  any area where the free land 1s 
all gone and a hlgh blrth rate pers~sts, ~t usually md~cates 
low educatlonal standards and a reduced degree of aver- 
age intelhgence In  Cahfornia, not only IS the free land 
all gone but deta~led population stuhes in&cate a hlgh 
general average of ~ntelhgence, coupled w ~ t h  advanced 
educatlonal standards Only 3 3 per cent of the popula- 
tion aged 10 year$ or over 1s ~lhterate in Cahforma, 
whereas in the areas havlng the h~gher blrth rates the 
proport~on runs close to 13 0 per cent Under these con- 
htions a more general apprec~at~on of the economlc stress 
of ralsmg a family 1s to be expected There was a t ~ m e  
when ralslng a large famlly slmplv necessitated cult~vat- 
mg more land, which was to be had for the taking, and 
chlldren were taken from school and put to work upon it 

"If there were no good free land locally, a famly could 
"go west " But these condit~ons no longer exist We can 
go west no further and are now turned back upon our- 
selves In  fact we are begnning to go east About 150,- 
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000 natlve Cahfonuans are hvmg In eastern states and 
only 37 per cent of our populat~on 1.3 natlve to t h ~ s  state 
All our good land IS taken and prlces are h g h  A cluld 
must now be educated under hlgher standards, whch 
means an lncreaslng econonuc burden for twenty years 
or more, and the majorlty of famlly lncomes are b t e d  
to the earnlng capaclty of the father 

'We therefore flnd that the b~rth rate and lncldentally 
the practlce of contraceptwe methods or Blrth Control, 
are dependent upoa condhons whlch he at the foundation 

~ o l s  

THE I h o ~ s  Blrth Control League conducts two 
med~cal centres m Chcago where contraceptwe ad- 
nce IS gven to mothers These had m Aprd 1925, 
after ten months expenence m one centre and about 
three months m the other, an experlence of over 
500 cases, on whxh the League has pubhshed a 
brief report 

About half the mothers advlsed were Amencan, 
the rest representmg 24 fore~gn nationaht~es I n  
rehgon SIX-tenths were Protestants, three-tenths 
Catholm and the rest Jemsh 

The Centres charge a small fee owmg to Health 
Comm~ss~oner Bundersen's refusal of a hcense to 
operate as free c h c s  Many of the pat~ents are 
however, very poor, the fee bemg p a ~ d  m such cases 
by some soc~al or chantable agency 

The work does not, under the Ilhno~s Law, have 
to be restr~cted to s~ck women and the women ap- 
plymg for mformat~on dmde sharply mto three 
classes Young women just married who w~sh to 
postpone havmg ch~ldren for a few years untd they 
can make a home, cases m whch the health of e~ther 
husband or w~fe makes ch~ldren mposs~ble, those 
many cases of too large faml~es and too l~ttle 
money to take care of them 

Many of the cases are very p~ t~ fu l ,  as the follow- 
mng examples show 

Case No 59-Referred by Un~ted Chant~es and 
M w c ~ p a l  Tuberculos~s Sanltar~um The man 1s 
54 years of age, street cleaner, Colored-Protestant 
The woman 1s 40 years of age, marr~ed at  20 and 
m twenty years has had s~xteen pregnancies Of 
the fourteen chddren, whose ages range from seven- 
teen years to eighteen months, seven d~ed m m- 
fancy 

Case No 318-Referred by Un~ted Char~t~es 
The man IS 28 years old, laborer The woman 1s 
20 years old, German-Cathohc, marr~ed at 19 Both 
feeble-mmded One chlld feeble-mmded 

S m e  the report was ~ssued the number of pa- 
t~ents has rlsn to almost 900 

Med~cal Centre No 1 1s at  308 N M~ch~gan 
Ave , Med~cal Centre No 2 1s at 1347 N Lmcoln 
Street 

On October 13th Dr Cooper addressed the 
Champa~gn County Mehcal Soc~ety and on the 
twenty-second he addressed the County MecZlcal 
Society a t  Ca~ro  

Dr C C L~ttle,  Pres~dent of the Umversity of 
M~ch~gan and ch~ef execut~ve officer of the Inter- 
nat~onal Federat~on of Blrth Control Leagues was 
the chef speaker at  a conference held a t  Chlcago 
November 16th, under the jomt ausplces of the 
Women's C ~ t y  Club and the Illmoms Blrth Control 
League Other speakers at  the conference were 
Prof Thomas D Ellot of Northwestern Umver- 
s~ty, Mrs Peth~ck Lawrence of London, Mrs Ben- 
jamm Carpenter, Dr Rachelle S Yarros, Dr 
W~lham Allen Pusey, Mrs James F Porter, 
Horace J Br~dges and Joel D Hunter 

Kentucky 

ON October 23-25 Dr Cooper was m Paducah, 
where he addressed two meetmgs of women's clubs 
and a group of doctors a t  the house of Mrs Loms 
R~eke  The local papers reported the meetmgs and 
an effort wdl be made to have a large pubhc meet- 
mng later In the wmter Of h ~ s  mehcal meetmg a 
correspondent wr~tes "One of the doctors present 
says he cons~ders Dr Cooper the best mformed 
man and the most br~lhant who has ever talked to 
Paducah doctors " 

ON November 18th Pres~dent C C L ~ t t l e  of 
M~chgan Umvers~ty gave an address on Bmth 
Control and sterhzat~on of the un6t before the 
annual convent~on of state pubhc health officers 

DR COOPER spent October 15-17 m St  LOUIS 
where he addressed a hundred members (execut~ve 
and field workers) of the Soc~al Workers' Assoc~a- 
t ~ o n  and a large meetmg of the V ~ s ~ t m g  Nurses 
Assoc~at~on "I feel," he wr~tes, m comment on 
these meetmgs and on many personal mternews 
w ~ t h  soc~al workers, clergymen, phys~c~ans and 
others, "that most soc~al workers and nurses who 
have had much expenence can be counted upon as 
mterested m Blrth Control " 

October 18th he held several meetmgs m Kansas 
C~ty, speakmg tmce before groups of soc~al work- 
ers, a t  a conference of soc~al workers and a t  the 
Women's C ~ t y  Club, and before the Jackson 
County Medlcal Soc~ety The press gave splenhd 
publ~c~ty to the meetmgs 

A few days later he held a med~cal meetmg m a 
mountam d~str~ct ,  a t  the town of Mansfield m the 



Ozsrks, where local physlclans heard hls address 
and told hlm of the acute need for Blrth Control 
m the large f a d e s  of poor whtes 

ON November 24th Mrs Sanger spoke before 
the Woman's Club of Swarthmore and later at a 
h e r  gwen by Mrs LOUIS N Robmson 

Texas 

THE last days of October D r  Cooper spent m 
thu state of long d~stances where he addressed 
mehcal groups at Marshall and Pans "I hke thls 
ploneer work," he wntes of h s  journey between 
one mght stands "Tomorrow I am to go 100 mles 
by bus-real covered wagon stuff " October 31- 
November 1 D r  Cooper spent m Dallas maklng 
arrangements mth the enthus~asbc help of soc~al 
workers and physlc~ans for a large pubhc meetmg 
Nov-mber 6th and a medIcal meetmg the day after 
The Dallas papers gave splend~d pubhc~tg 

Another Enghsh court IS treadmg m the foot- 
steps of Judge Cluer The wde of an engme dnver 
stated at Croydon County Court that she had four- 
teen chlldren to keep 
THE RE~I~TRAB b e  they all your husband's? 
W o w  Yes 
THE RE~I~TRAB Then he should have known 

better 
!C~IS story IS told m the Birth Control New8 

(London) and the D d y  Mirror quotes the mcident 
m en &tonal headed "A welcome change " - 

"It IS now becommg qulte common," says the 
Mirror, "for magwtrates to reprove mprudent 
parents who come before them c o m p l a q  that 
they m o t  support the11 large f a d e s  

"Everybody IS beguuung see what msery IS 
caused by parents hke these That IS an advance 
A generabon ago a case of this sort would have been 
greeted mth sentunental gush about 'qulverfuls' 
and 'domg one's duty to one's country ' 

"Let us rejolce that nowadays people are begm- 
mng to see that to bnng chlldren mto the world m 
order that they may be dl-fed, dl-educated and dl- 
housed, is not an ahevement to be proud of, but 
almost a cnme to repent " 

Another madentif the same kmd IS the case of 
a poor f a d y  mth SIX chddren emcted and sent to 
the Northampton Workhouse The father's waws 

case came suggested that the man's poslbon was due 
to ha large famlly, two sets of twms havmg been 
born m 16 months "People should not be blamed," 
he added, "for havmg large famdles, whlch were m 
accordance mth the teachmg of the Church, whllst 
the Mmstry of Health refused to allow women at- 
tendmg Infant welfare centres to be gven the m- 
formation they deslred on the questlon of Buth 
Control " 

M G HARDY, our French correspondent, 
wntes 

We have here every year a Blrth Congress 
(Congres de la Natahte) whch was held thls year 
at Clermont-Ferrand at the end of Septemb 
There was nothme: new. merely the hab14 
lamentations aboutvan k a g m a 6  depopulat~on 
Resolut~ons were ~assed hke those at ~ r e & e  
congresses and they, hke the earher ones, effe2 
nothmg toward mcreasmg the buth rate What IS 

demanded IS speclal pnmleges, reduchon of taxes 
and pnces-m short, a sort of officlal chanty to 
hghten the burden of large f d e s  T h  course 
the government has been engaged m for some h e ,  
and everytlung leads us to beheve that mth state 
finances as they are ~t cannot long keep up these 
pract~ces but may have to reduce all specla1 rehef 
of ths kmd A further reason for expectmg t h ~ ~  
is that M Cadlaux, Mlmster of Fmances, has Ideas 
whch are very hke those of the supporters of Birth 
Control, for he at one tune taxed large f a d e s  
heady 

However that may be, the object they are am- 
mg at, mmase of b&, IS far from bemg attamed 
To read the papers, to follow the ac t~v~t~es  of those 
who are mcknamed "rabbit-warremts" one would 
thmk that all France had gone mazy about large 
f d e s ,  but there is nothmg m ~t I n  sp~te of the 
law of 1920, whch lmposes silence on Neo-Mal- 
thuslam, m sp~te of finapc~al encouragement, the 
figures for natahty whch were 20 7 per 1000 m 
1921 are 19 2 per 1000 m 1924 m e  France had 
m 1921 an excess of b~rths over deaths of 117,000, 
she has m 1924 an excess of only 72,200 

THE New Generatrm (London) pves figures 
showmg an encouragmg decrease m the German 
blrth rate smce the war The death rate has be- 
tween 1921 and 1923 remamed statlonary and the 
real blrth rate (1 e ,  m v a l  rate) was m 1923 
432,006 as agams't 700,248 m 1921 The figures for 

was 38sh 2d -and the court officlal before whom &e 1924, though mcomplete, are no less encouragmg 
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JAPAN 

ACCORDING to press reports the spread of 
Blrth Control and espec~ally the activlt~es of 
Baroness Ish~moto and Professor Abe, are alarm- 
mg Japanese reactionaries Mhtanst~c Japan has, 
we are told, a corps of regular army officers whose 
duty ~t 1s to drill all half-grown male Japanese of 
the mddle grade and collegate schools Hard 
tunes mth h~gh prices of rlce and other necessaries 

has turned the rmnd of the poor toward Birth Con- 
trol Thls threatens to make inroads on the army 
of the future so the pohce have begun an achve 
campalgn of repression The average wages of a 
coohe are sa~d to range between $20 00 and $28 00 
a month 

"'hough ~t 1s suppressmg work for Birth Con- .. ,., the government is alarmed, accordmg to press 
reports by the enormous mfant mortahty, whch 
1s almost equal to that of Inda  

INDIA 

THE strength of the growmg Birth Control 
movement In Inda  can be judged by the fact that 
Mahatma Gan& bunself has been forced pubhcly 
to e d s t  h ~ s  tremendous mfluence agamnst it I n  re- 
ply to Mahatma Gandhl's artlcle against Bmth 
Control The Onental Precrcr secured from Mrs 
Sanger a message to the people and press of Indla 
Indla's response to Mrs Sanger's message has been 
exceedmgly satlsfadory 

Newspapers and magames from Calcutta to 
Karachl, and from Lahore to Rangoon have pub- 
hshed Mrs Sanger's a r tde  And men and women 
of all walks of Me have wntten Mrs Sanger for 
guldance m matters regardmg Blrth Control 
Among these are a Rajkot mother and a man from 
Malabar The latter wntes hls appreciation of 
Mrs Sanger's art~cle m the Ha& of Madrau and 
adds "Blrth Control ls a great problem that con- 
fronts Indla, and is to be lmm&ately solved for 
its future good, and as I am a c l h n  of that coun- 
try I am des~rous of k n o m g  a remedy both for 
my personal good as well as that of my country 
1 a p  to Mahatmajl's opmon as well as that of 
yourself You may ask how one can agree to both 
The answer 1s that ~f one is so advanced morally 
as to control the passlon then Mahatmajl's opmon 
can be well pet mto practice, but as for an ordmary 
man hke me (who are m the majority), we have 
to accept your pmc~ple  " 

Agam, to our great surpnse and deep sat~sfac- 
t~on  a Hindu pr~est wr~tes thus from Delh~ "Great 

number of f a d e s  owmg to the absence of the 
knowledge of tlvs essent~al science are s d e r m g  to- 
day m Ind~a, and there are numerous mstances 
where men and women have been compelled to act 
immorally because of their ignorance of the Birth 
Control sclence World of reahhes and prachces 
1s very much Merent  from book phrase moral 
saymgs " 

From an East Ind~an res~dent m Amenca comes 
the followmg story whch gves hght on the suffer- 
mg of Hmdu chdd-mves from enforced matemty 
He  wrltes "I am from Ind~a I am wntmg you 
this letter to get some mformation to save my s~ster 
from an unt~mely death She is now 27 years old 
She was marned at 14 From 16 years of age she 
was gettmg a chdd each year A few months ago 
she had one malung the grand total of 11 She had 
to undergo doctor's treatment every day of the 
year of her hfe Doctors are ready to gve  medicme 
but never wdl do anythmg so that she may not have 
any more chddren Chddren are not very healthy 
elther If she gets more chddren she wdl d e  and 
I do not thlnk I d be able to see her when I wdl 
go back When I came to thm country about three 
years ago I thought I would try to get some m- 
format~on to save my slster But unfortunate as 
I am I could not find any And m these three years 
she had got three more chddren 

"Last year I got a letter from my brother-m- 
law that lf nothmg can be done then ~t wdl be hard 
to save my slster's hfe So after readmg the letters 
pubhshed m the B~rth  Control magamne, I thought 
that the only recourse left to me ls to wnte to you 
for help Won't you wnte me some mformat~on 
to save a human hfel" 

Rabmdranath Tagore's specla1 statement for the 
B m ~ a  CONTBOL REVIEW m unquaMed support of 
our cause ls pubhshed elsewhere m thm lssue Ta- 
gore 1s not only an m o r t a l  poet, but he is also 
one of the greatest W e r s  of &s age HIS en- 
htment for the cause of Blrth Control most de- 
cldedly adds a stupendous mpetus to the movement 
the world over 

A story recently cwculated m the press from the 
Hmdu Commulllty m the Vale of K a s h  is en- 
hghtenmg D r  Kathleen Vaughn, a resldent 
Enghsh physman, reports that m thm land of 
ethereal beauty the prachce of mfsnntmde 1s almost 
umversal When an unwanted chdd ls born it is 
thrown mto the nearest nver or strangled Many 
bod~es of Hmdu Infants are taken out of the nver 
when the barrage below the c ~ t y  1s r a ~ e d  for clean- 
mg purposes once a month, and there 1s emdence 
that a large proportion were not stlll-born 
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T H E  RACE BETWEEN FOOD AND NUMBERS 

The United Press sends out an interview by E G Mel- 
ford with D r  Joseph A Hill, assistant director of the 
U S Census on the future of American population 

"Granting a continued annual increase of 1,200,000 a 
year, where will it end?" Mr Melford asked "How soon 
will the hmit of room and food be reached?" 

!Ib which D r  H ~ l l  rephed that the problem of space 
was not presang "It is the question of feeding those 
whc are yet t o  come," said he, "that will perplex and 
worry the future generation " 

One reason why the food crisis is closer a t  hand than 
the space crisis is the drift of the people from farm to 
city For ths ,  says Dr Hdl "No one has a solution, 
for there is none save a natural one " 

One side of the natural adjustment may be a rise in 
prices that will attract men hack to the farms 

Query-And the second? 
Answer-Blrth Control Limit the newcomers and 

p v e  those here a chance to hve useful hves Over-pro- 
duction, whether in wheat or human beings, is bad We 
need better physical and mental production not mere 
quantity 

Q -Does the increase m population dunng the last ten 
years warrant such a speculahon? 

A -It does We increased by more than sixteen and 
a half m~lhons in the last ten years Even mth  redueed 
fore~gn influx, we are Uely to do better by 1930, for the 
added slxteen mihons d have chldren too-and it all 
counts 

Q -Do stahshcs prove anythmg? 
A-Yes, all you have to do is to take the population 

per square mile In 1790 it was 4 5,  m 1850 it had in- 
creased to 7 9 In 1860 it was 10 6 Then came great 
jumps In 1890 it had nsen to 21 2 In 1900 it was 
25 6, in 1910, 30 9, and 1920, 35 5 

Among s topgap relief measures when the f w d  short- 
age begms to he felt D r  Hdl suggested the developing 
of synthetic foods 

I t  u better to have a small rensrble poplotson thua 
One whwh s8 dnven mad by sts own multstude ----GILBEBT 
CANNAN 

Bzrth Control Revzerm 

HERITAGE 

On the title page of the Strassburger Family Genealogy 
occurs the followmg quotation from Wilham Maxwell 
Evarts, "The glory of the children is their fathers 
behold our hentage from them " 

Similarly in the Smock Genealogy the title page quotes 
from Plutarch this statement, "It is indeed a deslrable 
thing t o  be well descended, hut the glory belongs to our 
ancestors "-Eugenwal News 

"Birth Control is absolutely necessary to keep the world 
from being overcrowded It is one of the things that some 
people - the intelligent - just naturally understand 
Others not The French have practised it, for economic 
reasons, for years " 

--CHAUNCY Mr &PEW in Hearst's Internatwnal 

A m t r m  well regdated 8s ltke a P o l y p ,  take away 
a half, sts place rs weU supplwd, cut rt an two and each 
deficwnt part shaU speeddy grow ou,t of the part  remarrr- 
mg Thus rf you, have room and szLbsastelzce enough, as 
you may by d~vsdsng make ten Polypes oat of one, you, 
may make ten naturns, equally poplous and powerful, 
or rather *crease a natwn ten-fold m numbers and 
strength 

BENJAMIN FBANKLIN 
Observat~ons concernmg the Increase of Mankind, etc, 1761 

B I R T H  CONTROL I N  R E L A T I O N  T O  
C H I L D  E M P L O Y M E N T  

(Contmurd from page 349) 

ture and have sald that we wll control W e  rush 
the doctor and nurse to the blrth chamber to save 
the feeble mother from death that she may hve to 
give blrth to other feeble chlldren to add to the one 
just dehvered W e  save the feeble chld whom na- 
ture would mercifully put to sleep and we let hlm 
grow up  to tamt the race m t h  h s  contrlbutlon of 
weakness W e  prolong the days of the tubercular 
that they may add to our stock then quota of those 
pred~sposed to the same disease W e  brmg rehef 
to the bhnd or weak of vlslon, the malmed, the halt, 
the mentally subnormal, to  the same end W e  
mamtam ggantm agencles of so-called chanty and 
materlal rehef-growmng more huge every year- 
to eke out the existence of those who othemse 
would go under m the normal struggle for exlst- 
ence-and then what2 

W e  leave the job there half done-a monster of 
achlevement The result of whlch IS obv~ously the 
net decllne of vltallty In the race, the achlevement 
of a human anlmal who cannot stand on h s  own 
feet agalnst the stram of llfe or wrest hls own sus- 
tenance from the hard hand of nature 
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It 1s futlle to urge a return to  the gruesome 
lazssez fawe of the past All motlves of generosity, 
all conslderatlons of sheer decency, all mstmcts of 
justlce, answering In the affirmatme the age-old 
question-"Am I my brother's keeper?" forbld ~t 
But nelther can we stay where we are Modern 
sclence, love of hberty, rellglous tolerance and 
chantable rehef havlng led the race out of the house 
of bondage, cannot now leave us to perlsh m the 
desert between the mountains and the deep sea As 
a ce, from now on we are forced to the cholce 
whlch Patrlck Henry demanded from hlmself-the 
cholce between hberty and death-hberty for those 
who stdl slt m darkness-who by our stupld laws 
and mh~bltlons are shut out from the knowledge 
that would protect them and thelr offsprmg from 
the penalties of Ignorance, or death for the whole 
lot of us 

Ignorance by Fzat 

The law makers who perpetuate on our statute 
books m the name of rellglon or love, or morals- 
laws whlch say In effect that we safeguard every 
human bemg m hls rlght to help people the earth- 
declare an open season m procreation They are 
enemles of the race They deny to a woman the 
rlght to defend herself from the tragedy of mater- 
mty a t  the hands of an Insane, feeble-nunded, 
lecherous or syphllltlc husband who would force 
her to become the mother of h s  chlldren They 
doom the hard-pressed truck dr~ver-who hves In 
terror at  the commg of hls eleventh baby because 
he cannot feed the ten-to cut the bread of hfe st111 
thinner or else become a connubla1 cehbate They 
forbld to the otherwise efficient and healthy woman 
the knowledge whlch would prevent the sappmg 
of her vltality by excessive chlld-bearmg They ex- 
pose helpless chlldren to serv~tude, to the feedmg 
and clothmg of thelr younger brothers and slsters 

W h y ?  I n  order that knowledge may be mth- 
held from adult persons Knowledge 1s truth, 
othermse ~t 1s not knowledge There may be reason 
for mthholdmng some truth from chlldren, though 
more and more we are commg to understand that 
the power ~f childhood to asslmllate truth 1s much 
greater than we had thought There can be no good 
reason for wlthholdmg truth from adults, especially 
when we know ~t can be used m a manner servlce- 
able to all 

W e  are forced to eo forward The ~ r m c l ~ l e  that 
parenthood should ge a conscious, dihberate and 
voluntarv act must be democratlsed That mforma- 

"The problem of populatzon zs the 
most zmportant concrete sub~ect of 
znquzry confrontzng the human race" 
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tlons-and wholly respectable for them-IS mde- 
cent as a prmclple of human conduct-IS to adhere 
to a contra&ction too ghastly m ~ t s  soc~al f m t -  
age to endure Not over-population but over-popu- 
latlon of the d t  is the perd whlch threatens the 
earth T h ~ s  could be combatted by the mdest ap- 
phcabon of the pmciple, already accepted and ap- 
proved by eugemsts, psychatnsts, rehgous leaders 
and soclal workers but held by ths  small lucky 
nunaorlty as a secret cult, to every stratum of so- 
clety, even to those who struggle at the bottom- 
the pmciple that every chdd has a nght to be well 
born or not to be born at  all, to have a faw chance 
m the race for hfe or else be spared the trapc fate 
of an exlstence whlch can mean to h m  nothmg but 
suffermg or fadure and to the race only dlsaster 

THE VAUGHAN SAGA 
(Contanwd fram page 947) 

mght have been r a p d y  u t h d  to reheve conges- 
tion m the two rooms formerly occupied by the 
Vaughan f a d y  Interestmg-but wholly futde m 
new of the cruder method of rehef acheved by the 
short-sighted and mpatient Mrs Vaughan But 
there remam other women s d a r l y  situated And 
we would r e m d  those whose mmds revolt agamst 
the exlstence of “positive checks" such as the one 
descnbed m the foregomg note, yet condemn "pre- 
ventwe checks" such as the one advocated by the 
N U S E C , that the problem IS a very urgent one, 
whatever D r  Pulteney's personal experience may 
be 

T H E  ATTITUDE O F  THEOLOGIANS 
TOWARD BIRTH CONTROL 

( C o n t s d  from pago S46) 

to proposibons whch even the sternest of modem 
theolopans would hesltate to set forth m p b  
words For example, St Augustme wrote: "No 
fnutfulness of the flesh can be compared mth holy 
m p t y  " St Jerome sald "Wedded women may 
congratulate themselves that they are next to w- 
g m  " St Thomas Aqumss is even more e x p h t ,  
he expresses regret that as the result of o n p l  sm, 
conception can only take place at  the cost of w- 
p t y  I n  a word the early Chnstian fathers re- 
garded sexual intercourse as a nasty, unholy h g  
that ought to be avolded altogether if only it were 
possible to produce chldren without thLp act That 
mew stdl hger9-perhaps m a somewhat d d e r  
form-m the rmnds of modem thedogurns Yet 
the same theologmns profess to beheve that all 
human mdmcts are dlvmely unplanted 
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W~ggam, Albert Edward, New Decalogue of Saencc, renewed 114 
Wlnkelspecht Laura A .  Letter from 51 
Wlwonsln %S 
Wltcop. Rose 132 
Wlth Respect to George Bernard Shaw by Edward M East 39 
Woman B~rth Control and the Physic~an, by John B Solley, Jr  76 
Woman's Movement Blrth Control and 133 
Woodbury Helen The Msty Flats rewewed 354 
Workers, B~rth Control Group In England The, by Dora Rus- 

sell 108 

Young, Vlrgma C ,  Renew of Coo)wahve Research (Eaves) 179 
Van Waters Mmam The Unwanted Child Comes Before Revlew of Whalesomc Chcldhaod (Groves) I79 

the Court 313 Yuenglmg, See Juengl~ng 


