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T HE dally papers thls month have glven wide- 
spread publlclty to the report of a commlttee 

of the Protestant Eplscopal Church, convening m 
New Orleans whlch condemns the theory and prac- 
tlce of Blrth Control as "hostlle to the famlly " The 
commlttee presentmg thls report was composed of 
SIX blshops, two clergymen and a lay delegate 
Whlle the account published by the dally press 1s 
fragmentary and no adequate answer 1s posslble 
untll the full report 1s a t  hand, there 1s evldent a 
palnful lack of clear, constructlve or courageous 
thlnklng The attltude of thls commlttee 1s a 
famlllar one-gllb condemnation of contraceptlon, 
and an equally thoughtless lnslstence upon "the 
paramount importance of dellberate and thoughtful 
self-control " As for the "unfit" and mentally de- 
fectlve the comm~ttee urges the enactment of state 
1eg.lslatlon forblddlng the marrlage of such persons 

It would be ma~llfestly unfalr to enhghtened 
members of the Eplscopahan clergy to accept thls 
report as representative of the best opmon of the 
Protestant church concermg Blrth Control 
Readers of these pages wlll recall the recent 
courageous sermon delivered m Br~ghton, England, 
by the Blshop of Blrmmngham, m whlch that leader 
of rellglous thought polnted out that Blrth Control 
1s not only consistent w ~ t h  the fundamental tenets 
of Chr~stlan ethlcs, but that m the present sltuatlon 
of the world community, m th  ~ t s  chaos and con- 
fhct, ~t 1s moreover the lmperatlve duty of every 
thoughtful Chrlstlan courageously to pahclpate 
m our battle for lndlvldual and raclal regeneration 
It 1s not necessary to reiterate here the courageous 
words of W~lllam Ralph Inge, the Very Reverend 
Dean of S t  Paul's Cathedral, London Nor 1s ~t 
necessary to recall that ever-growmg llst of en- 
lightened and brave members of the Eplscopal 
clergy who have come out mthout subterfuge or 
equlvocatlon m defence of contraceptlon 

Blrth Control, as anyone who has taken the 
trouble to probe beneath the surface of the marrlage 

problem knows, 1s not mmlcal to the best mterests 
of marltal or famlly relatlons On the contrary 
Blrth Control, as Lord Dawson of Penn so vigor- 
ously polnted out to the Blshops of England m an 
assemblage not unllke the recent convention a t  New 
Orleans, 1s one of the first requlsltes to happy mar- 
rlage The consummat~on of marrlage effected 
wlthout fear and the establishment of a creat~ve, 
hfe-g~vmg, joyful relatlonshlp between the husband 
and wife--such are the foundattons upon whlch 
permanent monogamy 1s estabhshed Only thus 
can the d~vorce "evll" be combatted and cured In 
any constructlve fashlon And hkemse only by 
Blrth Control-the mstnunent whlch empowers 
parents to determme when and where and under 
what condztzo?te the9 shall bnng chzldren znto thur 
world+an permanent, happy, healthy, wholesome 
famlly relatlons be establlshed These facts are so 
"ld~otlcally obvlous" that ~t must bore the readers 
of the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW to k d  them re- 
peated here But ~t 1s precisely these axloms of 
rac~al hyeene whlch have been overlooked by the 
hlgh dlgmtanes of the Protestant Eplscopal 
Church, Who are crymg aloud agalnst the marrlage 
of mental defectives and for strlcter dlvorce laws 

T HE posltlon agalnst Blrth Control evidenced 
m the comrmttee's report is obstructive It 

stands m the path of progress-the progress of the 
splendld awakerung wthm the ranks of the Protest- 
ant clergy whlch may be observed on all sldes The 
younger men are commg to see that m thls great 
twentieth century task of human hberatlon and 
raclal reblrth, the Church cannot afford to assume 
an attltude of arrogant paternalism The clergy, 
as the finer more courageous churchmen well real- 
me, must desecend from ~ t s  throne, must joln the 
ranks, and battle for the Lord in tangble concrete 
effart, translatmg ~ t s  rehgous and ethlcsl truths 
mto contemporary human terms And first of all, 
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and last of all, it must learn to ulzderstand human 
nature I n  understanding, the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church will no longer condemn it, but lead 
~t onward toward the City of God 

E DUCATION in contraceptive hygiene will, 
we believe, be gradually disseminated It will 

spread so gradually, so quietly and withal so stead- 
ily that even those of us most profoundly interested 
may never know the full extent of our influence 
To  aid in this d~ssemination one of our main tasks 
must be to remove the most outstanding obstacles 
in the path of this beneficent stream For  the first 
time we are extending our work this year to cam- 
palgn for an amendment to the notoriously obstruc- 
tive Sect~on 211 of the Federal Penal Code This 
is the ignommious law passed m 1878 under the 
~nfluence of Anthony Comstock It has never been 
amended The most lamentable effect of Section 
211 is that it hinders the free c~rculation among 
reputable physic~ans and scientists of data and 
techn~cal information concernmg the progress of 
contraceptive science abroad and at  home I n  
Europe the results of clinical research are given out 
t o  physicians and scientists workmg in the same 
fields of investigat~on Splend~d work 1s accom- 
phshed, and investigators are kept in touch wlth 
the achievements of colleagues in other countr~es 

Lamentably, the reports of clmical research in 
contraception, as well as all discoveries and im- 
provements in the ~nstrument of Birth Control are 
refused transmission by the United States mails 
Thus an obsolete law, enacted under the sinister 
regime of the prurient Comstock, stands in the path 
of scientific and humane progress 

F R I E N D S  of Birth Control may extend real 
help toward the removal of t h ~ s  shameful 

Section 211 by wr~ tmg  vigorous protests against 
~ t s  injustice and recommending no less v~gorously 
the support of the proposed amendment to their 
Senators and Congressmen November 1s the 
month in wh~ch these letters should be wrltten Le t  
us find out exactly how those who have been elected 
to represent the men and women of the Umted 
States stand in this matter 

O U R A G E  expresses itself m many ways 
There 1s the exceptional spectacular act of 

heroism whlch stands out like a bright light on a 
dark night against the background of undis- 
tinguished conduct, or even, sometimes, of cowar- 
dice or pettmess Such acts of heroism shlne by 

contrast They bring publicity, praise and medals 
for valor The soldier whose every-day behavior 
may be the very opposite of medal is rewarded by 
d~stinguished service medals and thus bribed, like 
a child, ~ n t o  renewed bravery Then there 1s the 
unexpected adventurous courage of the criminal, 
often driven to desperate stralts by circumstance 
F a r  finer than the courage that is commended by 
daily newspapers or appeals by its underly~ng melo- 
drama to the writers of fiction is a type of courage 
that seems to us peculiarly feminine in quality 
Femmine, I mean, in its modesty, its steadfastness, 
the day-in and day-out type of courage that seeks 
neither publicity nor the cheap reward of gold 
medals or public recognition This is a heroism 
totally devoid of hysterical enthusiasm, a heroism 
steady-footed and never marred by any sign of de- 
pression or ~gnoble collapse 

T H E R E  are thousands of women whose hves 
are the expression of this silent, inarticulate 

bravery, women who would not know what you 
were talking about if you praised their indomitable 
courage This type of courage, indomitable, invin- 
cible, elemental, is incarnate in our own Kitty 
Marion For  years, in point of fact ever slnce we 
have been publishing this REVIEW, she has sold ~t 
on the streets of New York Firmly planted and 
holdmg aloft our prmted challenge to prejudice as 
a hving statue of liberty, promse of the proximate 
l~beration of suffering womankind 

Standing there immutable, un t~rmg and sure of 
herself and her conv~ction m the endless changing 
eddies and currents of human traffic In over- 
crowded thoroughfares, the object of ill-concealed 
curiosity, at  times b~tterly denounced by the ene- 
mies of Birth Control, K ~ t t y  Marion has held aloft 
with telling dramatic gesture the challenge of Birth 
Control She has been a beacon light for lost 
mothers seeking in desperation some way out of the 
labyrinth of torture to which the laws and the 
prejudices of legislators have subjected them 

H e r  absence has made us appreciate more 
sharply than ever before the significant and finely 
poised heroism of Kitty Marlon For  three sum- 
mer months she has been away, her vacation tak- 
ing her to England where, in the militant suffrage 
movement she had served so valuable an appren- 
ticeship But now the mothers passmg in the hur- 
lied eddylng tides of Broadway traffic are again 
seeking her out They are telhng their neighbors 
and fr~ends of the reappearance of the brave in- 
domitable torchbearer agam a t  her various posts 
And we who have during these past months missed 
Kltty Marlon welcome her return and greet her a s  
a true heroine of the Birth Control movement 
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The Truth About France 

B Y the law passed in 1920, all practical Birth cessfully with nations of richer natural resources, 
Control propaganda in France was absolutely such as Great Britian, Germany and the United 

suppressed Therefore we have no record of prog- States Without gomg into actual statistics, there- 
ress concerning any organized movement to lay be- fore, which are difficult to obtain, it 1s obvious that 
fore you But as this action of the French Govern- the rate of increase of subsistence m France must 
ment, combined with the continual outcry that be very small and that ~ t s  excess of births over 
France is a dying nation, has been continually deaths must also be very small, however great the 
urged by our opponents as a strong argument blrth rate may be 
against Birth Control, I hope that a review of the The actual course of the blrth and death rates 
situation in France, exposing the fallacies of our in France during more than a century amply verl- 
opponents, may be of great interest and import- fies this conclusion I n  the years 1771 to 1774, be- 
ance * fore the revolution, the birth rate of France was 

A DYING NATION? glven as about 39 per 1,000-higher than the high- 
est figure known for England But instead of thls 

First of all, France is not and never has been a birth rate ~ roducmg  a rapid lmrease of PoPu- 
"dying nation," in the sense that the number of lation, it only caused the excessively hlgh death 
deaths exceed that of births It is only a nation of 'ate of about 37 Per 1,000, leaving a natural m- 
very slow natural increase True, there have been Crease of only 2 Per 1,000 
a few individual years in which the deaths exceeded From 1784 to 1800 we have no figures omng to 
the births, but such years occurred long ago, when the revolutlonar~ period, but from 1801 they were 
the b~ r th  rate was much hlgher than it is now revived, and the first thing noticeable 1s a striking 

France has been cited as a disproof of the Mal- drop in the blrth rate to 32 for the decade 1801-10, 
thuslan law of overpopulation, but affords really its but instead of this havmg wiped out the natural m- 
strongest verification According to the Malthusian crease, the death rate dropped to 28, SO that the 
law, an excessive birth-rate means a combined natural increase had actually risen to 4 Per 1,000 
pressure against the food supply, so that the rate This would be explained on the Jlalthuslan hypo- 
of mcrease of population is held in check by the rate thesis by the fact (a )  that the revolution reduced 
of increase of food, and any excess of births simply the total ~ o ~ u l a t l o n  of the country and thus Pro- 
means an excess of deaths w~thout any greater in- vided room for mcrease, (b) that the land of the 
crease of population This is the reason why hlgh nobles was divided UP among the peasants who be- 
birth rates are always associated with high death came their own landlords, and had the best oppor- 
rates, except in newly settled fertile countries, and tunity 2nd incentive for increasing their produc- 
why the death rate practically always falls as the t l v l t ~  But the Na~oleonlc law of inheritance gave 
birth rate falls in normal circumstances a strong Incentive to famly limitation, and the blrth 

Now, how is the food supply of a nation to be rate went on falhng to 31 m the decade 1821-30 
increased? Elther its internal agricultural produc- 
tion must be increased by taking m new land or ~ m -  EFFECT 01 THE WAR 
provmg the culitivation of already cultivated land, 
or the unport of food from abroad must be m- With every fall of the birth rate, the death rate 
creased, whlch can only be done by mcreasmg the fell even more, so that the natural increase actually 
exports to pay for ~t But France was the first rose to 6 per thousand m that decade After this, 
country in Europe to extend ~ t s  agriculture to the the advantages of the new regime appear to have 
hlghest pitch, and during the past century, there nearly been fully utllised, and further falls of the 
have been few possibihties-either of taking in fresh birth rate, though accompanied by a slow fall in the 
land or increasing the output of the old Hence, death rate, resulted m the return of the rate of 
mcrease of its lnternal food production must neces- natural mcrease to the pre-revolution figure of 2 
sarlly be extremely low Agam, as regards export per thousand m 1871-80 I n  the decade 1891-1900, 
of manufactured goods, France has very httle coal when the blrth rate had fallen to just over 22 per 
and lron and other rmneral resources, so that it has thousand, the rate of increase was only about 0 5 
been practically unposslble for her to compete sue- per 1,000, and a great cry of "race-suicide" went - 

Report to the Sixth International Nc+Malthuslan and Birth up,  but a further fall of the birth rate tb 20 8 m 
hstml  Conference, Merch, 1926 1901-10 resulted in a fall of the death rate to 19 2, 



raising the rate of increase to 1 5  per 1,000, or 
nearly as great as the mcrease when the blrth rate 
was 39 Durmg and smce the war there has been a 
great fall and rlse m the blrth rate, but ~t now seems 
to be setthng to a figure of about 18 5 per 1,000, 
mth a death rate of 16 9, leavmg the rate of m- 
crease at 1 6 per thousand 

All t h ~ s  is consistent mth the hypothes~s that 
France has always been an overpopulated country 
with a normal Increase of supportmg power of 
2 per thousand, and if thls 1s true, it indicates that 
the rate of Increase of population in France has not 
been m any way d~nunlshed by the great fall m its 
blrth rate, and indeed that ~f its o n g a l  blrth rate 
of 39 had been maintamed, ~t would st111 have a 
death rate of 37 mth all the mlsery this high death 
rate ~mplies Now, m a slowly mcreasing country 
of httle mgration like France, C V Drysdale has 
shown that the average duration of hfe 1s obtamed 
by dividmg 1,000 by the mean between the birth 
and death rate Consequently, in 1781-4 when the 
b~rth rate was 39 and the death rate 37, the average 
length of life of the French people was 1000/38 or 
about 26 years, whereas now, wlth a blrth rate of 
18 5 and a death rate of 16 9, it would be 1000/17 7, 
or about 56 years, so that the fall of the birth rate 
has resulted m more than doubhg the average 
length of hfe, wlthout reducmg the mcrease of 
population-a result of whch Blrth Controllers 
may well be proud 

And thls benefit 1s well reflected m the present 
economc state of France Whlle practically every 
other country 1s suffermg more or less severely from 
unemployment and overcrowdmg, France today 
has hterally no unemployment Indeed, the demand 
for labor 1s such that even old people can easdy h d  
employment, and France m addltion to h d m g  
work for all her own people, has absorbed nearly 
250,000 workers from other countries mthout an) 
dislocation of ~ndustry, or protest on the part of ~ t s  
own people 

It may be said that if France can support these 
foreigners ~t could equally well support a greater 
populat~on of ~ t s  own, but t h s  agam unphes ignor- 
ance of the true nature of the over-population 
problem Chddren are not born fully eqtupped for 
productive work, they have to be supported and 
educated for 18 to 20 years before they become pro- 
ductwe, so that they are actually a dram on the 
resources of the cornmu~~ty until they are mature 
The foreign workers are already fully fledged pro- 
ducers, and are m most cases unmarried, so that 
they actually help to support the French popula- 
tlon 
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And as regards the housmg question, France 1s 
probably In a better condition than any other coun- 
try m Europe at  the present time She has rapldly 
rebuilt her devastated towns and there 1s httle 
trouble from want of housmg accomrnodatlon at  
the present tlme 

France has also pronded a complete answer to 
the contention of the late President Roosevelt and 
other dlstlnguished authorltles that an average of 
four b~rths per fanuly 1s necessary to maintam the 
race Dr Leroy Beaulieu-an opponent of Blrth 
Control-has shown In his book L a  Questem de 
Poplatzon that over a long period the average 
number of births per marriage m France was only 
2 5, yet over that period the French populatlon was 
stead~ly increasing by excess of births over deaths, 
in splte of a fa~r ly  high ~nfantlle mortahty 

There is no reason for supposmg that the advan- 
tages which have resulted from the fall of the blrth 
rate m France have reached them hmlt, and that a 
further fall of the bvth rate mll result m depopula- 
tion The average duratlon of life m France, 
although probably as h g h  as m any other country 
of Europe, 1s yet far short of a natural maxlmurn, 
and whde this 1s the case, we may pred~ct that stdl 
further falls of the blrth rate wdl result m further 
decrease m the death rate and an u n h s h e d  
natural mcrease m populatlon 

And a much greater progress would certamly be 
obtamed, $the French government, ~nstead of sup- 
pressmg Blrth Control, would facilitate ~ t s  exten- 
sion to the poorest and least fit classes France IS 
not so senously troubled mth  the problem of what 
1s called the C3 class as many other countries But 
the nahonal phys~que and prosperity would cer- 
talnly be lmproved ~f the poorest classes were en- 
couraged to restrict mtead of to mcrease thelr 
famhes A t  present numerous measures have been 
voted or decreed for encouragmg overpopulahon- 
mportation of labor, prlzes for blrths, premums to 
women m cluldblrth and vacations for pregnant 
women officials, reductlons of rent and of t ravelhg 
charges, rehef of taxation, and of mhtary semce, 
mdemmt~es for farmly burdens for officials, and 
even medals for mothers of large f a d e s  It 1s 
proposed to institute a fa& vote, and an attempt 
1s bemg made to apply a system whch would m- 
crease the wages of fathers of large f a d e s ,  the 
" f a d y  super-wage " 

The achon of the State IS asslsted by that of m- 
dlnduals, the great busmess man Pnzes are &- 
tr~buted and domes, some of whch are very valu- 

(Conkwed on gage 533) 



November, 19.25 

The Sexual Enlightenment of Children 
The paper by DB SIGMUND FREUD, from wh~ch me present lzberal extracts 2s avazlable zn full tn the 
translatzon of the "Collected Papers," put out by the Hogarth Press (London) I t  may well be called 
the clasazc statement on the need of sex teachzng for the young A reuzew of the Papers 2s zn preparatzon 

I A M  to answer the quest~ons whether clddren 
may be gven any information a t  all m regard 

to the facts of sexual life, and at  what age and m 
what way thls should be done Now let me confess 
at  the outset that discussion mth regard to the 
second and thlrd polnts seems to me perfectly rea- 
sonable, but that to my mlnd it 1s quite mconceiv- 
able how the first of these questions could ever be 
the subject of debate 

What can be the alm of mthholding from chil- 
dren, or let us say from young people, this mforma- 
tlon about the sexual llfe of human beings? I s  it a 
fear of arousing interest m such matters prema- 
turely, before it spontaneously stlrs in them7 I s  it 
a hope of retarding by concealment of thls kmd the 
development of the sexual lnstmct m general, untll 
such tlme as ~t can find ~ t s  way into the only chan- 
nels open to ~t m the civilized social order? I s  a 
supposed that chlldren would show no mterest or 
understmdmg of the facts and rlddles of sexual hfe 
~f they were not prompted to do so by outside m- 
fluence? I s  ~t regarded as posslble that the knowl- 
edge mthheld from them wdl not reach them m 
other ways' Or is it genumely and seriously m- 
tended that later on they should consider everythmg 
connected mth sex as somethmg desp~cable and 
abhorrent, from wh~ch them parents and teachers 
msh to keep them apart as long as posslble7 

I am really a t  a loss to say which of these can 
be the motive for the customary concealment from 
chddren of everythmg connected mth sex 1 only 
know that these arguments are one and all equally 
foohsh and that1 find it &fficult to pay them the 
comphment of serlous refutation 

IT IS surely nothmg else but habitual prudery and 
a gullty conscience m themselves about sexual mat- 
ters which causes adults to adopt thls attitude of 
mystery towards children, possibly, however, a 
plece of theoretical ignorance on them part, to be 
counteracted only by fresh mformation, 1s also re- 
sponsible I t  is commonly beheved that the sexual 
lnstmct 1s lackmg m chddren, and only beens to 
arue m them when the sexual organs mature ThLs 
is a grave error, equally serious from the polnt of 
new both of theory and of actual practice It 1s so 
easy to correct ~t by observat~on that one can only 

wonder how ~t can ever have arlsen As a matter 
of fact, the new-born mfant brmgs sevuahty wlth 
it mto the world, certain sexual sensations attend 
its development while at the breast and durlng early 
childhood, and only very few children would seem 
to escape some kmd of sexual activity and sexual 
expenences before puberty 

PUBERTY merely bnngs about attainment of the 
stage at whlch the genltals acqulre supremacy 
among all the zones and sources of pleasure, and 
in thls way presses erotism Into the service of re- 
production, a process which naturally can undergo 
certaln mh~bltions, in the case of those persons who 
later on become perverts and neurotics this process 
1s only mcompletely accomplished On the other 
hand, the chld is capable long before puberty of 
most of the mental manifestations of love, for ex- 
ample, tenderness, devotion and jealousy Often 
enough the connection between these mental mam- 
festations and the physical sensation of sexual ex- 
citahon 1s so close that the chdd cannot be m doubt 
about the relation between the two To put ~t 
bnefly, the chld is long before puberty a being cap- 
able of mature love, lacklng only the abilltv for 
reproduchon, and it may be definitely asserted that 
the mystery wh~ch 1s set up mthholds him onlv from 
mtellectual comprehension of achievements for 
wh~ch he is psychically and physically prepared 

The mtellectual lnterest of a child m the riddle 
of sexual hfe, hls desire for knowledge, finds ex- 
presslon at  an earller perlod of llfe than 1s usually 
suspected If they have not often come across 
cases, parents must either be aficted mth 
blmdness in regard to t h ~ s  lnterest m their chlldren, 
or, when they cannot overlook ~ t ,  must make every 
effort to stifle ~t 

The second great problem which exercises a 
child's mind, probably at  a rather later date, 1s that 
of the origin of chldren, and is usually aroused by 
the unwelcome arrlval of a baby brother or sister 
This is the oldest and most burnmg questlon that 
assails immature humanlty , those who understand 
how to mterpret myths and legends can detect ~t m 
the riddle whlch the Theban Sphmx set to Oedlpus 
The answers usually even  to children m the nur- 
sery wound the chlld's frank and genume spirlt of 
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investigation, and generally deal the first blow at half the truth and generally coines too late, is prof- 
his confidence in hls parents, from thls time on- fered them in mysterious and solemn language 
wards he commonly begins to mistrust Most of the answers to the questlon "How can 
people and keeps to himself what interests him I tell my children?" make such a pitiful impression, 
most at least upon me, that I should prefer parents not 

to concern themselves with the explanation at  all 
It is much more important that chlldren should 

I Do not think that there 1s even one good reason never get the idea that one wants to make more of 
for denying children the information which their a secret of the facts of sexual life than of any other 
thirst for knowledge demands To be sure, if it Is matter not suited to their understanding To  en- 
the Purpose of educators to stifle the chlld '~ Power sure this it is necessary that from the very begin- 
of Independent thought as early as possible, In ning everything sexual should be treated like every- 
to produce that ''good behavior" which Is h lgh l~  thing else that IS worth knowing about Above all, 
prized, they cannot do better than deceive children schools should not evade the task of mentioning sex- 
in sexual matters and intimidate them by rellglous ual matters, lessons about the animal kingdom 
means The stronger characters will, it 1s true, with- should include the great facts of reproduction, 
stand these influences9 they become which should be given their due significance, and 
against the authority of their Parents and later emphasis should be laid at  the same time on the fact 
agalnst every other form of authority that man shares with the higher anlmals everything 

When children do not receive the explanations essential to his organization 
for which they turn to their elders, they go on tor- 
menting themselves in secret with the problem and 
produce attempts a t  solution in which the truth THEN, if the atmosphere of the home does not 
they have guessed 1s mixed UP ln the most extra- make for suppression of all reasoning, something 
ordinary way with grotesque inventions, or else similar to what I once overheard in a nursery would 
they whisper confidences to each other which, be- probably occur oftener A small boy said to his 
cause of the sense of guilt in the youthful inquirers, little sister, "How can you think the stork brings 
stamp everything sexual as horrible and dlsgustlng babies! You know that man is a mammal, do you 
These infantile sexual theories are well worth col- suppose that storks bring other mammals their 
lecting and examining After these experiences young too?" I n  this way the curiosity of children 
children usually lose the only proper attitude to wlll never become very intense, for at  each stage in 
sexual questions, many of them never to find it its inquiries circumstances of human sexuality and 
again some indication of its social significance should be 

I t  would seem that the overwhelming majority provided before the child is eleven years old The 
of wr~ters, both men and women, who hale dealt age of confirmation would be a more suitable time 
with the question of explaining sexual matters to than any other at  whlch to instruct the child, who 
chlldren have expiessed themselves in favor of en- already has full knowledge of the physical facts in- 
lightenment The clumsiness, however, of most of volved, in those social obligations which are bound 
then proposals how and when this enlightenment up with the actual gratification of this instinct A 
should be carned out leads one to conclude that they gradual and progressive course of instruction in 
have not found it very easy to venture this admls- sexual matters such as this, at  no period mter- 
sion The customary method is obviously not rupted, seems to me to be the only method of giv- 
the right one All sexual knowledge is kept from ing the necessary information that takes into con- 
ch~ldren as long as possible, and then on one single slderation the development of the child and thus 
occasion an explanation, which is even then onlj successfully aloids ever-present dangers 

We, they say, live an unper~lled life 

At home, while they do battle with the spear- 

Unreasoning fools1 Thrice would I under shield 

Stand, rather than bear childbed-peril once 

-EURIPIDES' MEDEA, v 248-25 1 
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The Unwanted Child Comes Before the Court 

"Delznquency zn young chzldren," says 
D r  Van Waters, '%s a symptom of deep 
dzstress Delznquent chzldren are often 
unwanted chzldren" 

what he has experienced in the social groups that 
touch him most closely Edward Lindeman* has 
shown that the most important thing to know about 
an individual is to what group does his vital interest 
cling, in which of the groups family, school, 
ne~ghborhood, church, club, or gang is he l iv~ng 
illost vigorously 

For the young chlld the family group should be 

W H A T E V E R  approach one takes to the the most vital, affording h ~ m  the most comfort and 
study of delinquency one is led into the security and the best place for self-expression and 

family group All studies of the individual fulfillment Unless he can obtain in his home these 
delinquent show the l~mitations of the statistical legitimate satisfactions he IS dnven prematurely to 
method When we have weighed, measured, diag- the streets, or if he is a solitary child he may de- 
nosed and analyzed the individual, and he becomes velop outlets such as excessive day-dreaming, timi- 
a vivid reality to us, physically and mentally, we dity, temper-tantrums, lying, stealing, running 
see how barren of results it all is unless we also away, setting fires and the like 
envisage him as a human being responding to other So often we hear lack of proper parental control 
human beings * blamed for delinquency Parents are advised in 

Lombroso sought to explain the offender in pulpit and press to use the rod, be more firm in 
physiological and anatomical terms, and more re- discipline, assert them suthonty How tragic IS 
cently those who rely solely on tests of intelligence most of this advice! It misses the central point de- 
have labored to demonstrate a causal relationship linquency in young children is a symptom of deep 
between mental capacity and conduct All these distress To  use bllnd and ignorant force against 
materialistic studies fail to tell us why an indiv~dual the offending chlld is to display adult cruelty and 
becomes an offender William Healy was the first stupidity a t  its worst 
investigator to point out the importance of the emo- The fact is dellnquent children are very often 
tional factor Through his studies In the Chicago unwanted children The only child, pampered, 
Juvenile Court and in the Judge Baker Founda- spoiled, over indulged and sheltered, frequently be- 
tion the fundamental ldea of the del~nquent as an comes delinquent because his parents are too en- 
experiencing human being m the midst of a great grossed in personal ambition, careers of business, 
~ a r i e t y  of social influences became apparent invalidism or other absorbing occupations to be 

really interested in a ch~ld They glve him his own 
Delznquents Group-Made way, not because they love him, but because this 

course is the quickest road to their own goal of be- 
The delinquent cannot be explained wholly in ing let alone The idea of true parenthood, that of 

physical or mental terms H e  is a product of a vast intense desire for the well-being of the child, and 
number of nunute social responses A feeble- respect for his growlng personality has never oc- 
minded, hunchbacked syphlitic boy may develop curred to them 
useful habits of work and harmless hab~ts of recrea- 
tion and may be tralned to respond to certaln simple Why Garls Go Wrong 
social demands A n  alert, healthy, well endowed SO too the unwanted child m the large family 
lndlvldual may develop anti-social att~tudes and re- where the mother can provide of mother- 
actions and may take to burglary, or predatory hood to the mdividual save its physical aspect may 
politics become delinquent Particularly is it true that girls 

It 1s not a matter of original endowment, but of go wrong in such families 
the interplay of emotion, ~ e r s o n a l l t ~  and social Marlon Kenworthyt in a brilliant study of de- 
experience linquent girls has shown us that illicit sex relations 

The individual 1s not "self-made SO much as he may be the result of hfe 
1s group-made" I n  order to understand the be- (Contrarrrd on page W) 
havlor of any human belng it is necessary to know . " T h e  Communlty97 - *The Mental Hygtene Aspects of Illeglttmacy Reprrnt No 115 

*Address before Sixth Internatronal Neo Malthusran and Birth Yatronal Committee for Mental Hygtene, 370 Seventh Ave, New 
Control Conference, March, 1926 York Clty 
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" Fewer and Better Babies' ' 
At the Exposltlon of Women's Arts and Industries, New York Clty, September 21-26 

By Those Who Served at the Barth Control Booth 

slx hundred men and women who slgned 
the petlhon for a Br th  Control Amendment T"" 

to the Umted States Postal Law were but a small 
percentage of the thousands who stopped and ex- 
pressed thew approval to those who served at the 
Blrth Control Booth at the Hotel Commodore 

Thls IS the second year the Amerlcan B r t h  
Control League has had a booth at the women's 
exposlhon and there was ample evldence of a 
tremendous mcrease m the support of pubhc 
oplnlon m the mterval For where a hundred 
stopped at the booth last year, a thousand stopped 
thls year, and where a dozen answered the questlon 
"Are you mterested m Blrth Control?" wlth an 
eager, "Yes, mdeed!" a hundred gave that answer 
and took away hterature thls year Four, and gen- 
erally five persons were busy at the booth all day 
long Two thousand pleces of hterature were gven 
out a day, and they were gven only ~f the passerby 
showed a real mterest 

Other exhlbltors left thew own booths and came 
tlrne and agam to get further mformabon, and an 
attendant m a nelghbormg booth expressed a very 
general f eehg  when she sald "We are so busy 
hstenmg to you that we forget to gve out our leaf- 
let. The expression on people's faces when they 
see "Blrth Control League" IS a study Then you 
offer a leaflet mth a s d e  They hesltate, some 
shyly take the paper and go a few steps, then pause 
and one of you catches them glance and m a few 
seconds an anlrnated hscuss~on IS on Yours ~s 

certamly the most fascmtmg booth m the exhlbi- 
tlon " 

THE booth proved fascmatlng to many classes 
The words Br th  Control appealed as strongly to 
the negro school teacher who wanted all the m- 
formation she could get to pass on to the mothers 
of her charges as they &d to the rlch woman whose 
laundress was losmg her health and efficiency year 
by year, as her famdy mcreased, or the prosperous 
nuddle class mother who wanted to know about 
Blrth Control for the sake of her bttle prl, just 
married 

There was a better understandmg of the social 
beanngs of Bvth Control than last year, though 
now and agam the personal note came m "I am 
too old to need B~r th  Control," somebody answered 
and passed on "From the looks of thngs." said an 

overdressed old malden lady, mth a gggle, "I shall 
have no use for Blrth Control " But another who 
called herself "old mad" and was an acbve soclal 
worker, felt hfferently, for she saw the cqmg need 
of ~t every day m her work 

THE least self-consc~ous and most deeply mter- 
ested of all groups were the younger generahon 
College boys and grrls came frankly up and sald 
they had heard a lecture on Birth Control and 
would hke to know all there was to know Hlgh 
school grls, sent to gather theme materlal at the 
exposltlon flocked to the booth These were gwen 
good measure, for not only dld they take away free 
hterature on Birth Control, but many of them 
eagerly bought "What Every Gwl Should Hnow " 
I t  IS a commentary on our educahonal system that 
up to then few of them knew anythng about the 
facts of reproduchon, though all had stuhed hlgh 
school hygene All these young people were m- 
telhgent and clean t w m g  and one felt that the 
few who are alarmed about the commg generahon 
have no need to worry 

Enthusiasm IS easy and "God speed the work" 
comes hghtly, when others do ~t and take the re- 
sponslbhty for then acts There was a relahvely 
large percentage of signatures to the federal 

A M E R I C A N  M O T H E R S  

G I V E  U P  T H E I R  L I V E S  

E V E R Y  Y E A R  

F R O M  C A U S E S  
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C H I L D B I R T H  

1 
POSTER 
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amendment pet~tlon-large for petlt~ons, that IS, ' 
for there appears to be a speclal and mdespread 
psychology that fears slgnlng a paper "Very un- 
portant measure, Blrth Control," said one by- 
stander, "No, I won't sign the petlt~on Never 
mmd the hterature " "I am a thorough enthuslast 
for your work," sa~d another, "and I would llke to 
further the cause " "Then you mll want to sign 
thls The Un~ted States Postal Law-" "Oh, no," 
holdmg up two hands palms out, "I don't want to 
agn anythmg I" 

Somet~mes lt was a misplaced egot~sm and ignor- 
ance that s~gnatures to such documents are as lm- 
personal as numbers "I belleve ~n B~r th  Control 
but I disllke pubhcity," was heard more than once 
I t  must be sald for those who were thus shy, how- 
ever, that not a few went away to thmk ~t over and 
came back and slgned Sometimes of two together 
one would SIP, the other refuse, often a husband 
seemed to thlnk hls mfe's signature would do for 
both "I'll sign ths  for my heart 1s m ~t ,"  said one 
rather reslgned lookmg woman "Won't your hus- 

SOME OF THE CHAMPIONS 
OF 

BIRTH CONTROL 
- 

RABBI STEPHEN s WISE 
PROFESSOR c c LITTLE 

DR WILLIAM ALLEN PUSEY 
DR FRANK CRANE 

SINCLAIR LEWIS 
- 

HENRI BARBUSSE (France) 
BARON ISHIMOTO (Japan) 

HAVELOCK ELLIS (England) 
G BERNARD SHAW (England) 

H G WELLS (England) 
DEAN INCE (England) 

FRIDJOF NANSW (Norway) 

band slgn tool" "Oh no, I'm sure he won't " A POSTER 

The crltlcs were there too, and Is safe to Say A hMle woman stood m the rnddle of the 
that few cr~tlcs went away Ignorant of Blrth Con- aisle 6'1 don't approve of t h t ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~  to the 
trol, no matter how vlolent their first attack and mortahw figures chlldblrth ~you~ve no right 
unwdlmgness to hear the other slde There was to let young bow that - ~ ~ t  true 
the woman who shook her fist and called out, "Antl- "well, It be helped = A pause had 
Chnstt" There was the woman who sa~d  "Your M~ kenty-me 9 )  u ~ ~ d  the othemp "were 
work is Godless Now ~f you would orgarme to ,tdborn but one ~t hved a day - 
attack the crme of cigarette smolung-" Those few who sald, "We don't know and we 

Many Roman Cathohcs came to the booth, both don't want to know," we could do nothmg mth, 
cntlcs and supporters Two P e s t s  took careful but many other cntics were unprsesed, for wdhg-  
note of the educational posters, supplled themselves ness to talk IS Itself a stage m conversion from 
mth hterature and went away, polite but mth souls prejud~ce to approval, and mth a clear understand- 
d~sturbed by the sohd sclentfic and humamtanan mg often doubts resolve themselves 
support the movement had won, as well as by the TO some who attended the women's expos~tlon 
more concrete deb11 of the number of Cathohc ~ d h  Control was a new ldea and to some of these 
women who come each quarter to the ~ ~ c a l  Re- when they heard about ~t it seemed to be what some- 
search Department Among lay Cathohcs there one & " c a r h 1  Illmatlon" on the path of 
were all degrees from disapproval to, m SurPrE- progress Most, however, knew somethmg of ~t and 
mgly large proportion, an enthuslastlc approval many of these, surpr~smgly many, knew of it from 
and the conviction openly expressed that the~r "the woman who sells the paper on the street"- 
panshoners would, m time "brmg the prlesb Kltty Marlon Others came because they heard the 
round " raho talk on Blrth Control broadcasted from the 

exposlt~on early m the week Many, mdeed, who 
never came to the exposition heard the broadcasted 

AMONG those Roman Cathohcs who dlsappmved message, so the aud~ence reached by the Birth Con- 
were two Young mothers who confessed that they trol Booth ~s h t e l y  larger than the thousands we 
had all the chlldren they wanted and were them- saw and spoke In person 
selves USlng ~0nt~aCeptlve measures, but who vehe- Those who attended the booth were Mrs Clara 
mently protested against thelr general use B Carter, Mrs J Blshop Vandever, Mrs Anne 

There were a few other objectors One vlsitor Kennedy, MISS Ehsabeth Grew, Mrs Bess~e Potter 
from Mam Street protested that she was shocked Smth, MISS Anna Llfschltz and Mrs Mary Sum- 
we were not arrested But she added after a few ner Boyd Two at  least of these, Mrs Carter and 
m u t e s  talk "Well, I have heard you spoken of Mrs Kennedy, made a twelve-hour day of ~ t ,  work- 
lately m very good soclety " mg from eleven a m to eleven p m 
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Eugenics for India 

Prof Phadke recently won a pnze from an Indzan learned sonety for hzs monograph on Eugenzcs We 
gzve below a few extracts whzch show the place he concedes to Bzrth Control zn a Eugenzc program 

H E alone is a true economist whose economics 
1s always "live," who judges of all thlngs in 

terms, not of "money" value, or numerical value, 
but of human value Economics must embrace the 
study of the whole nature of man, not merely of 
the man who eats and dresses hlmself, but also of 
the man who feels, aspires, laughs and weeps 

Marx would have us regard hunger as the sole 
motive force of all human affairs There 1s another 
mother impulse whlch no psychologist will allow 
us to ~gnore-the impulse of love Hunger and 
love are the two great mother impulses, the ulti- 
mate source of all other impulses Why, we may 
go - step further and assert that ~n the ultl- 
mate analysis of thmgs the impulse of l o v m r  what 
1s vulgarly described as the lmpulse to reproduce- 
wlll be found to be more primary 

- 

I n  the case of unicellular organisms continuation 
of thelr own llves and reproduction are offered by 
Nature as alternutzves And out of the two alter- 
natives they universally accept the latter Even in 
the case of the lower ammals, in whom the repro- 
duct~ve process 1s sexual and does not so severely 
conflict with contmuation of life, we find that the 
mnstmct of love plays a decidedly superlor part to 
the mstinct of hunger 

A World M~sston 

AMONG ammals the sexual act is deterrmned by 
natural selectzon and not by any extraneous-shall 
we call them econormc?--considerations I n  clvl- 
h d  man, however, thmgs are topsytemed, the de- 
mands of nutrition over-ride those of reproduction 
People marry or abstaln from marriage from econ- 
o m c  conslderat~ons Sexual selection gives place 
to economc selection and the nation or the race 
goes to nun It 1s of utmost importance to bear in 
mmd, therefore, that Eugenics, i e , the scientific 
endeavor to lmprove the physical and mental racial 
quahty of the future generat~ons, far from bring 
alien to Economics, deserves to be recogmzed by 
all true economists as a science of whlch Economics 
rnay well be a hand-maid 

Eugemcs is evidently a world-misslon It should 
know no hmits of national~ties and rehgons I will 
however, restrlct myself and speak from our na- 

tlonal point of view And that will rather facihtate 
my attempt to convince our race of the urgent need 
of studying Eugenic principles Fo r  is not our 
country to-day clamoring for self-government? 
And what can be the foremost duty of freedom- 
thirsty cltlzens if not a sincere endeavor to grow 
strong, to beget a race of strong men and women? 
And none need hesltate to  heartlly take up  a fully 
Eugenic attitude towards llfe through fear that it 
ulll perhaps mean a departure from our ancient 
Aryan civlllzation 

Eugenzcs zn the Vedas 

OUR ancients were not only awake to the pro- 
found importance of Eugenlcs, but fully alive to 
the necessity of impressmg on men and women the 
duty of breedlng a race of "warr~ors " The Aryans 
had to settle m the land and drive out the aborigmes 
or a t  least to swamp them Flghtlng had to be then 
creed Hence for them a good citizen meant a 
"fighter " I n  some of the Upanishads and Sutras 
we come across portions which are devoted to an 
elaborate discussion of methods whlch when prac- 
tlced would make women mothers of V ~ r s  i e , war- 
riors It may be said without exaggeration that 
throughout the literature of the Vedlc times we see 
numerous passages where the chief blessmg sought 
at  the hands of the delty 1s the progeny of fightlug 
men I n  Mahabharata too the Idea of a race of war- 
rlors is prominently discernible To  quote these 
passages would make the maln body of the article 
look llke the mythcal man who was himself only 
three inches in helght, but had a beard measurmg 
four times his body Suffice it to say that Eugenics 
is not a western importation mto Indla - 

Indian Eugenlcs cannot any longer be neglected 
I should like to go st111 further and say that the 
Eugenic movement is one which may provide a com- 
mon platform to all Indian leaders, pohticlans, 
poets, scientists and social reformers I emphasize 
the last name, for the movement to study all the 
agemes by whzch the Indzan race may be zmproved, 
and endeavor to gzve practzcal effect to those agen- 
nes by consnous and delzberate acteon cn favor of 
better breedang, may be regarded as but a new phase 
of Social Reform, in the truest sense of the term 
U p  to now Social Reform m our minds has had a 
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narrow meanlng and a restricted sphere as against 
political movements and industrial reorganization 

Social Reform has meant an endeavor to bring 
about certain changes m the marriage customs and 
caste regulations inherited from the anclent culture 
The Social Reformers have assigned to  themselves 
the evidently limited, thaugh of course, highly valu- 
able and important in itself, task of awakening 
people to the consciousness of the evll consequences 
of early marriages, of the prevention of mdow mar- 
riage, and of a caste system whlch divldes society 
into distinct classes of rigld values wlth prejudices, 
suspicions and ill-feelings towards one another 
The Soclal Reformers have always championed the 
cause of female education But even taking that 
into consideration, Soclal Reform in India seems 
to have touched only the first preliminaries of the 
evolution of a strong race of Indians I n  fact So- 
cial Reform in our country was never conceived or 
conducted from the point of view of the whole race 

It was more or less cons~derations of ~ndividual 
freedom of action and the injustice of cruel social 
obligations that inspired the revolt of Social Re- 
formers When for ~nstance, the advocate of mdow 
marriage put his case before the people, he never 
sald a word of the great loss to society and the race 
whlch is consequent on the imposition of virginity 
on a widow just budding into youth, who may, ~f 
society sanctions her marriage, bring forth children 
worthy to become the acknowledged leaders of the 
nation, warriors, or statesmen, or poets H e  only 
harped on the great iniquity of compelling a youth- 
ful widow of seventeen to pass the whole of her life 
in renunciation and allowng an old man of seventy 
to marry for the fourth or fifth time 

Thus Social Reform was guided by the compara- 
tively narrow motives of individual welfare, lustice 
and equality But times have changed W e  are 
daily growing more conscious of the fact that we 

together make a nation, and that if we are golng 
to live and rule we shall do so as a race and not as 
individuals This new sense of a racial existence has 
tlnged all national questions and ~t is no wonder if 
Social Reform shows signs of a broadening vislon 
and an expanded scope of work 

But there is a further step which remains to be 
taken Social Reformers have tried to Improve the 
institution of marriage They have endeavored to  
educate the children of society Of late they have 
also started infant welfare centres and maternity 
hospitals National Baby Weeks too have recently 
come in vogue All those attempts have thelr own 
value But they are all based on the presumption 
that you must accept the water of life as you find 
it, and only work to cleanse the banks of the stream 
But this presumption sets an undesirable and arbit- 
rary term to the glorious work of purifying soclety 
and increasing its vitality The next stage of 
Social Reform must be to go to the very source of 
lzfe W e  must lift ourselves beyond the task 
of ameliorating the condltlons of life and lay 
on ourselves the further and higher task of regu- 
lating the Quality and lmprovlng the Quantity of 
life a t  its very source Of course, the purifymg, 
cleansing, ordering, and consolidating the banks 
of the stream of life mll  always remain But if we 
set ourselves to the more radical work of controlhng 
the stream a t  its very source we shall be able, to a 
considerable extent, to prevent the contamination 
of the water by filth and take care that its muddy 
floods shall not wash out the results of labor on ~ t s  
banks I n  short, our sense of Social Reform whch 
has up  till now been very largely individual, must 
develop into a sense of truly Social, or rather 
Racial, responsibility When thls happens Eu-  
genics will become the common platform for all the 
sons of India striving for them motherland's re- 
generation 

T H E  MOTHER 

0 that myster~ous mother, falnt w ~ t h  sleep, S Had pven into her arms her newborn son 
And felt upon her bosom the cher~shed one 
Breathe, and st~ffen his tlny hmbs and weep 
Her arms became as mngs foldlng h ~ m  over - 
Into that lovely pleasaunce, and her heart 
Beat like a tlny bell "He 1s my lover, 
He 1s my son, and we shall never part- 
Never, never, never, never-But why?" 
And she suddenly bowed her head and began to cry 

-&THEBILE MALEFIELD ~n the New Repubkc 
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FATHERS AND MOTHERS 
Letters Whzch Present the Problem. of Both Parents 

Thozlgh the mother's anterest as more poagnant, both parents have everythang to gaan by Bsrth 
Control The father's problem rr both pract~cal and emot,onal, to spare hrs mfe aufenng and ezhaustaon 
and to keep hts famaly rmthan hrs means to care for them properly 

When more parents stand soltdly behsnd the movement for Earth Control, one great problem of 
famsly lafe d l  be solved 

Hazards Thls httle p r l  who marned, because she felt that  the 

panama, c z man of her cholce was blg and good and just, and would 
protect her and help her make her dreams come true, had 

Perm't me to you 'pan your and made no bets mth  fate, on the short end She ddn't know 
most efforts curtall One of the piteous Her mother was a good woman who kept those horrible 

of the Present day, '1' , excessive ch'd-beanng, mth secrets away from her grl-successfully-lf she knew 
its attendant side-issues I that any lntelhgent She trusted rne--and 1 fumbled the ball, also through 

human can see the edy and I It plteous9 inasmuch as ignorance The result was a prl, nlneteen years of age, 
lt Is the product ignorance rather than premeditated 

1, the picture 1 have drawn here Her boy was perfect, 
Intent her health 1s far  above average, but I can see the damage 

I 'pent hours my mfe's sick-room, from done because of her youth, and 1 am hoplug that what 
the tlme pain forced her there until my boy was born It I can see all that 
was her m ~ h  and my own that I mght  mtness the end 
of what I had started mthout consulting her The con- That Is my exPerlence of five years ago, so I feel that, 
mltatlon, however, would not have altered the result, as lf for other this letter be written as a 
we were both Ignorant of any means of contra- testlmorual to anyone who has the moral stamlna t o  expose 

cept~on, except those which we had both been taught- this "sexual secresY bunk" and pve lt an alnng, as  you 

and beheved-were a vlolatlon of manta1 sanctlty have done m 'Woman and the New Race," whlch was 

I was able to procure for her the very best of me&cal loaned to and read by me lately  here 1s also another 

attentIOU and I d d  so H~~ surrounbgs were almost reason for t h s  letter It follows, after taking the 8th- 

]deal, and her shghtest mshes dunng her ackness were hde whch I md five Years ago* that I emancl~ated mY 

fulfilled These con&tlons to some men, perhaps, are ma- i-fe While poverty has never entered our door, we both 

clent t o  compensate for the fact that a young, beautiful feel that Our present circumstances m u  only ~ e r m l t  Us 

httle mfe lay on a sick-bed before me, wr~thmg m agony Our the best environment and guarantee 

of almost excruc~atlng nature whlle her strength lasted, hm a thorough education I am golug to 

and when ~t faded, or the paln ceased momentarily, to see mfe's desires Birth But as for the best and 

her dropplng down lnto death's lowest state, a palhd, 'Orrect I must plead ignorance We 
qulvenng, thug For what? What, had she have consulted physlclans, and as I am stationed on a 

done? I msh every sexual Ignoramus who 1s ~ntehgent  Hospital ship, 1 am surrounded by them But we are s t l ~  

othemse, mlght see that plcture ~n h ~ s  own home, when '@'orant You I have and You can, lf 

hls first chlld 1s born If any compassion or justice Is m you m s ~ O s e d y  eve authentic lnformatlon 

h s  blood, hls mfe WIU come lnto her own Agaln expresslug a. whole-hearted sympathy mth  your 
I am an officer connected mth Naval Avlatlon, and my adopted work 

dutles as an avlator have been of such a vanable nature 
that I have mtnessed, a t  one tlme or another, almost 
every conceivable manner of alr  msaster--men blown to "Babies a& Babies 'till 1 Die'' 
shreds, burned to death, crashlug from altitudes, be- 
headed by propellers, and men mangled for hfe, but these 

Oh10 

men loved the thnll of adventure they found m the game I am sure that ~f you feel any p ~ t y  for me you mll 
They chose ~t They knew the worst and expected ~t grant me my meh It mll mean so much to me, as  I am 
sooner or later They were fine boys, good fnends and nearly frantlc m t h  worry I do not know what to do 
we are all sorry But-They Enerr, There was no element I am to become a mother for the fourth tlme and am m 
of ln~ustlce ~n them case perfect dread 
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I was marned when I was just past fourteen, t o  a man 
elght years my semor I had no mother t o  enhghten me 
as to the facts of llfe and my father thought ~t was not 
necessary, so I went Into the mental bonds wlthout any 
knowledge of Llfe I was just a mere chlld As a result 
of my ignorance, we had a baby e r l ,  just ten months after 
we were married, and if ever any woman was In agony 
a t  such a tlme I was I made up my mind that ~t would 
not happen agaln until I wanted another chtld, wh~ch 
was not soon So I asked my nelghbor for ~nformation 
and she advlsed a method wh~ch I thought would work, 
but to my sorrow I found that ~t &d not So we had a 
httle boy when I was slxteen Just  think' Two chlldren 
a t  the age of slxteen Mrs Sanger, a t  tlmes I felt hke 
glnng it all up, but I loved my bables, and for their sake 
could not It was hard salhng for us, my husband &d 
not earn very much and as soon as  we &d save a httle 
money ~t had t o  go for doctor bills I am not very well, 
nor strong 

At the advent of the second baby, I asked my physlclan 
what to do so as not to have more unwanted babys He  
suggested something but ~t &d not work so I went to hlm 
to get n d  of the t h ~ r d  baby but he refused, saying ~t would 
Injure my health to do so He  &dn't see that I was rum- 
lng my health by havlng another baby But I thought, 
as  he refused to do for me what I had asked of hm, I 
would go t o  some other physlclan I went to four hut 
they all told me the same thmg They &d not mdulge 
in such pract~ce and would not under any conslderatlon 
do what I asked of them So that was that I was golng 
t o  have a third baby I hved m constant dread, fear and 
worry Deep m my heart I mshed the baby would be 
born dead But no, Fate or whatever ~t IS, was agamst 
me for I had another baby boy 

At the blrth of t h ~ s  third baby the doctor told me that 
for the sake of my health I should be careful, and not 
to have any more bables for a few years But he omtted 
t o  state what t o  do so as t o  follow h s  advlce 

My health is very poor and I have lost welght untll 
now a t  the age of nlneteen I welgh only 99 pounds I am 
5 f t  3111s tall Everyone tells me I am gettlng thmner 
and thlnner, and ~f I get any worse I mll dry up and 
blow away 

Here 1s the bitterest part  of my story I am golng t o  
have another baby in September and I have a feehng that 
I mll not pull through I hope I do, for I do love my 
three unwanted babies mth all my heart and I hope I can 
love my fourth just as I do these three, hut I am havlng 
a hard t ~ m e  I do all of my own-housework, cookmg, wash- 
Ing, ironmg, house cleanlng and everyth~ng My husband 
1s good t o  me, he helps as much as  possible, but hls earn- 
ings are not adequate for a fanuly of five, whlch m11 soon 
he Increased t o  n x  That means more doctor bllls, food, 
clothes 

Now, dear Mrs Sanger, you have read my pltiful Mtle 
story I hope m t h  all my heart and soul that you d 

help me Everyone has refused, and people that have tned 
t o  help, offered suggestions whch were useless to me I 
read In your book about contraceptives My hopes were 
hlgh when I had my first baby I had made plans for our 
future I had planned on g v m g  my baby an education 
such as I was unable to have, planned on sen&ng her 
through college, but I have had to e v e  up all hope of 
such, mth  my lncreaslng famlly I feel that I am doomed 
to have bables, bables and bab~es untll I &e Have plty, 
please tell me what t o  do, so I wont have any more hahles 
I fele that I have done my share towards the good of the 
human race Now my one hope lies In your kindness, I 
deserve ~ t ,  and please tell me, as  a mother to a daughter, 
what to do for the benefit of myself and my bables 

An Economw: P r o b h  
New York 

I am thlrty-two years old and have been marned twelve 
years, my mfe pvmg blrth to four chldren 

I doubt whether ~t 1s necessary for me t o  tell you of 
the hard struggle I have had t o  make a hvlng for the 
famlly, whlle worklng m a tallor shop I take ~t you are 
well aware of thls fact I took slck wlth tuberculosis four 
years ago, and have been "on the cure" ever slnce I am 
pronounced fit to go home to take up the struggle agam, 
and am expecting to leave thls samtonum about the 
mddle of t h s  month The first problem that's faclng me 
1s how to prevent addmg any more t o  a f a d y  that I 
cannot take care of properly 

Of course "abstmence" would be the answer to my 
problem, but both my mfe and I are of an affectionate 
nature, and we could hardly apply abstinence mth  any 
klnd of success I know from past expenence 

I have apphed for advlce and help t o  some of the 
doctors I know, but they have a ther  no advlce to g v e  me, 
or won't pve  lt, whch 1s hardly justice, especially m my 
case 

My mfe 1s of a modest or shy nature, whch keeps her 
from obtalmng any information from other sources, such 
as neighbors or woman fnends, and besides such mforma- 
tlon IS nsky and not dependable 

You see what p rdcament  we find ourselves In and 
why I appeal to you, through thls letter, to help us out 
of ~ t ,  for whch my d e  and I would ever feel grateful 
to you 

A Sickly Mother 
New York 

Please excuse me m bemg so forward In wr~t ing to you 
but I have heard of you and would llke to ask your ad- 
vice I am marned five years, two boys and have had 
four two-months' mscamagea I we~gh 96 pounds, ane- 
mla and very weak heart, always famttng Doctor told 
me d I p v e  b ~ r t h  t o  any more clddren I mU not live 
through ~t I am klbng myself taklng all kmds of p a s  
and me&clnes 



Goldie Grasshopper 

C H A P T E R  I1 
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F OR Goldle to marry Jake presented no marked 
advantages, beyond the rather mythical one 

of providing little Jakie \nth a name As  yet h ~ s  
father knew nothing of his existence and Gold~e 
was In no hurry to Inform him Jakie could wait 
for hls last name Even his first one was onlv his 
by a k ~ n d  of natural nght  Hls ludicrous resemb- 
lance to his sleek beady-eyed father, both In his 
face and in his saxophonic utterance, made Goldle 
call h ~ m  Jake only because he was Jake, and she 
could call him nothing else What Jakie needed 
more than a surname was someone who could 
guarantee him an adequate mllk d ~ e t  The little 
fellow had not taken kindly to any brands as yet 
provided, which ranged from patent foods in a 
bottle to condensed from a can, but which were all 
a l~ke  m dlsagreelng w th  hm,  and in costlng more 
money than Goldle could spare 

IN the matter of paylng milk bills, Jake was no 
better off than she, for whereas he earned more, he 
already had a mother and a grandmother to sup- 
port HIS father, somewhat glfted and wholly un- 
reliable, had drifted off the scene years before, leav- 
ing hls own mother for hls weak and sickly wife to 
feed When Jake showed an lnherltance of hls 
father's muslcal g f t ,  and could play not only every 
tune, but almost every noise he heard, on h ~ s  saxo- 
phone, his mother gave up her feeble efforts to earn 
thelr food and rent by working m a laundry, and 
expected nineteen-year-old Jake to glve her the 
llvlng wh~ch his father had failed to provide Al- 
though something of an mvahd, she was only forty, 
so was likely to live on forever and effectually to 
prevent Jake from ever bemg able to support a 
famlly of his own The oId grandmother, of whom 
Jake was rather fond, and of whose eyes he was the 
very apple, was crlppled w t h  rheumatism and 
could never work again, although she too came of 
long-llved stock, and had an excellent appetlte 
Goldie had been a t  their rooms to practise some 
dance steps mth  Jake She liked the old lady who 
had praised the way In which Goldie lnntated some 
of her g~rhsh dance steps from her description 

She would have sacrificed her feelmgs, to be sure, 
if it would have done her any good But since no 
more money could be extracted from Jake than he 
had-the amount of which she knew to a penny, 
and his two parents were more dependent on hlm 

than she, she was In no hurry to marry for the sake 
of a living she could not get, and on the contrary 
run the rlsk of having to support hls dependents 
In case Jake took it into his head to follow h ~ s  
father's example and run away She was fond of 
Jake and always had been But marriage was an 
economic proposition not to be entered mto too 
llghtly wlth a baby to support 

So Goldle went to a rooming house, left the baby 
wlth the landlady and got a job H e r  first venture 
was in a store selling gloves But Jakie was so 
fretful, and ~t took so much time to feed him, that 
the landlady said she could not bother with him a t  
any prlce his mother could pay Several store and 
factory jobs and endless roomlng houses ended In 
the same dllemma Evidently Goldle must stay a t  
home with her son and feed him, and the only place 
where a girl with a baby to feed can be employed 
1s m a house For  Goldle the show girl even to 
contemplate work in anyone's kitchen, shows how 
she had been shaken from her customary habits 
Kltchen drudgery filled her wlth the contempt and 
loathmg usual In her class But in splte of the fact 
that she trled to give satisfaction and the house- 
keepers who employed her tried to be satisfied, the 
experiment was never a success Goldie's standards 
of housekeep~ng were those of the shabbiest room- 
mg houses and the dresslng rooms of cheap theatres 
Dlsorder and dirty dishes, tattered finery, and eat- 
mng and sleeping at  odd hours, constituted the at- 
mosphere in which she had always felt at  home 

She had always fed more upon jokes, dance steps, 
joy-ndes and applause from d ~ n g y  burlesque audi- 
ences, than she had upon calories or vitamlns To  
be thrust suddenly into a modern housekeeper's 
kitchen, w t h  nooks and crevices to be mopped, re- 
frigerators to be kept full of Ice, kettles scrubbed 
on the outslde, and meals produced on time, was 
as much beyond her ken as ~f she were an alley 
kitten The latter demand especially amazed her 
Hltherto she had dropped Into a delicatessen when 
she was hungry, or had got boiueone to feed her 
after the show, when she was broke The incom- 
prehenslble women for whom she worked, w ~ t h  their 
eyes on the clock, flew a t  a meal according to its 
d~ctates, and demanded that it be on the table as 
punctually as a show man rings up the curtain 
Usually when lt was prepared, not mthout heat 
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and worry, the family had to be drummed up from 
the piazza, the garage, or the bath tub to eat it 

"Why not wait till the gang's hungry?" Goldie 
would inquire "Skip a meal now and then and 
they'd hop into line " But thls practical suggestion 
never met with a favorable response "These fa t  
women have to look a t  the clock to see ~f ~ t s  time 
to get hungry and eat a meal But I suppose 
they're hungry all the time-that's why they're 
fat," she reflected philosophically Most of her em- 
ployers, to their credit be it sald, were genuinely 
sorry for her, and tried to help her for the sake of 
the baby, who of course was a great inconvenience 
But Goldie's complete lack of any housewifely in- 
stincts usually wore out their patience, and she was 
unable to pretend to an interest In their monotonous 
schedules and solemn rites To  pour hot rinsing 
water on the dishes for instance, when Heaven 
knew they had already been washed clean beyond 
all reason, was a continual irritation I n  valn did 
housekeepers tell her that unrinsed dishes were a 
menace Goldie had eaten off too many of them 
and had survived 

THE simple fact was that Goldie was a grass- 
hopper, born of grasshoppers, and bred to no other 
purpose but the hopping and skipping of grass- 
hoppers in a third rate show I n  the insect world, 
such birth and breeding gves one the right to fulfill 
the vocatlon for which one was born and bred But 
in the human world, only those with a bank account 
are entitled to carry out such antics A poor young 
female of the human specles, no matter what her 
Inheritance or traming, must be an ant or a busy 
bee The leapings of the grasshopper world are 
only for those who can afford them, and Goldie 
emphatically could not One evening, after a day 
m whlch she had melted the coffee pot, left food to 
spoil in an iceless ice box, and nearly set them all 
on fire with an electnc iron which she had forgotten 
to detach-Goldie strolled &sconsolately up and 
down the walk, pushing little Jakie in his go-cart 

Suddenly she heard m a well-known voice-"For 
the Lord's sake-Goldie Where the hell you 
been?"-and Jake strolled up  behind her His  
saxophone was under his arm H e  was on his way, 
it appeared, to play in a jazz orchestra for a college 
dance "Taken to baby-farmmgl" he asked, staring 
in amazement Then-"Yo~ain't married, are you 
Goldiel" he added slowly Goldie stared back a t  
him in silence She had seen him but once since the 
night she disappeared from the show, and that was 
one evening when she had stolen back into the audi- 
ence, and watched the kickmg of the chorus and 
Jake's trick playmg, in a bltter incognito She had 
sent him no word, asked nothing from him, and had 

never made up  her mind whether or not she ever 
would But here he was, through no contrivance 
of hers 

ON a sudden impulse she pushed back the top of 
the baby coach and turned Mtle Jakie so that his 
father could get a look at  h ~ m  directly in the eyes 
"Yours?" he whispered under his breath "Yours," 
she answered H e  started back as if struck in the 
face, and the color raced into his cheeks, suffused 
hls forehead, tinged his ears, and ran down his neck 
The sleek and slender Jake for once was as com- 
pletely off his guard as Goldie and Gracie had been 
when first they gazed at  one another in the hos- 
pital The same elemental force had him in ~ t s  grlp 
H e  started to take his breath for a burst of denial 
of his paternity, for vituperation against Goldie's 
character, and sneers against the little creature 
whose black eyes bl~nked a t  hlm from a fuzzy droop- 
ing head Bu t  his words, too, stuck in his throat 
How vituperate against a girl, thin, unrouged and 
shabby, who had asked nothing from him? How 
argue w t h  a visible miniature of himself, sleepily 
blowing bubbles in h ~ s  face? Indeed, how associate 
guilt or Intrigue with anythlng so mconceivably in- 
nocent 2 

Speechless they looked upon httle Jakie, silenced 
by an emergency which no grasshopper jumpings, 
nor saxophone chronlatics had trained them to 
meet "Is it sick--or somethmg?" Jake finally ven- 
tured Goldie's eyes filled "Yes, he is H e  can't 
keep what he eats Somethmg's wrong with him " 
"Can't you leave it a t  a hospital-m a basket-you 
know," he asked, as his feeble contribution to 
Jakie's well-being "I've tried lt, but I can't H e  
lays his httle head on my shoulder, as if he was 
trying not to make trouble, and I can't leave him 
no more than I can jump in the lake I've tried 
that too " Jake reached m his pocket and shoved 
some small change into her hand-"I'll be round 
agam," he called back as he turned abrutly and ran 
down the street 

Goldie got a place in another less exacting kit- 
chen and Jake called fairly often when his busmess 
permitted H e  never asked for the baby, but his 
black eyes roved about to find him as soon as he 
entered the kitchen, and Goldie, thinner and more 
forlorn, would bring him in, and sit with his tmy 
black thatch, drooplng even more weakly against 
her shoulder "He don't even cry much any more 
It looks like he was saymg, 'I thought I was 
wanted, so I come Why would't I? Then I 
found I wasn't wanted, so I started to go Now 
you change your mlnd and want me to stay But 
it's too late I can't make the grade ' His  httle 

(Contmued on page 331) 
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Friends on the Street "I hear that Jones left everythng he had t o  an orphan 
asvlum " 

"Is that so? What &d he leave?" 
"Twelve chldren " 

Most gratifying and encouragng 1s the welcome -Patton'r Monthly 
gven me by my fr~ends on the street, the fnends 
of Blrth Control, on my resumption of selllng the 
REVIEW after three months vacatlon It IS especl- GOODWIVES T A L K  

encouraging to find strangers who have prevl- 
N the cottage that was nearest the thicket, the door ously passed me byy UnCOmC~ous of my 1 was mde opeh and John could hear the sounds of a 

pleasure at seeing me 
woman cleamng her house He shtfted his position so "back On the J~~ " They had missed me and the 
that he could see the open door and also could look down REvlEw and are glad of the renewed Opportuw 
the road whlch lay m front of the cottages Two small of buying the REvlEw and learug that B1*h Con- 
boys passed, who, he hoped, would not see h, then a trol means qua1lQ rather than quantlw the woman came down the road She stopped a t  the open human race, that ~t means pvmg contraceptive m- door and looked 

struction to all marrled people, espec~ally the dls- 
ease-stncken and paupers who are now merely pro- ''Good morning, Mrs Leeth, I'm sorry t o  hear that 
duclnn useless burdens to the communltv, that ~t you've had more trouble " 
meaggvlng all parents the rlght and o p p o ~ t y  
to h ~ t  their famlly according to their health and 
the slze of thew lncome 

Many confess that they were ashamed to speak 
to me before, but have at  last plucked up courage 
to do so My sale of 1,000 coples m four weeks 
speaks louder than words, and proves that people 
are awakenmg more and more to the reallzatlon 
that Blrth Control 1s the only Ark that ml1 pre- 
serve humanlty from the deluge of the superfluous, 
unwanted and unfit 

OUR CONTRIBUTORS 

G Hardy u the pseudonym of a French m t a  on 
populatzon problems, who u m e  of the lnoneer 
Neo-Malthwnam of France 

Mznam Van Waters u referee of the Juvenzle Court 
of Lo8 Angeles and author of "Youth an 
Conflact " 

N S Phadke, a former professor cn Hulop Col- 
lege, u founder of the Bombay Bzrth Control 
League (Indm) 

Guy Irvzng Burch u a j o u r d u t  of New Pork 

"Yes, mdeed, Mrs Tracey My hfe's been full of 
trouble, elght chlldren m nlne years and only three of 
them left now t h ~ s  one's been took " 

The vo~ces became lower and muffled and John supposed 
that the two women had gone Into the house After an 
~nterval they came t o  the door again and he heard Mrs 
Leeth complalmng "There's not been much golng out 
for me slnce I was marned He never does a hand's turn 
t o  help n ~ e  mth the home, he's all for outside, he 1s- 
people don't know what I've had to put up mth-never 
even wash up the breakfast thngs, he won't, not when I 
had to take the poor baby to hosp~tal  and be there by 
mne, and when I got hack past twelve and the ch~ldren 
wantm' then &nner 1 got to wash up, he grumbh' 'cause 
h ~ s  &mer wasn't ready Then the next day when 
they sent round to say the baby was dead, he d~dn't say 
nothmg He  don't care" The volce now became less 
accusmng though more charged mth m&gnation, mth  
tears not far  &stant 

Here was a mlsery worn hard m t h  sor&d out- 
rage L ~ f e  was cruel and unrelent~ng as he too had felt 
tt, but more sor&d than he had imagned Was ~t 
courage or mere s tup~mty that made poor human anlmals 
endure to llve yet other years of suffenng? Here 
was the great malnland of human suffenng upon whch 
he too had trodden He knew mth a sure convlct~on that 
Mrs Leeth was no exception She was one of hundreds 
and hundreds of thousands Mrs Leeth in the 
squalor of her afflict~on symbohzed the sor&d suffenng 
of all humamty He  was possessed by terror a t  the 
vast ~nhfference of manklnd towards crlmes perpetrated 
aga~nst  the sp~r l t  of hfe-"The Mamland," by E I. 
GRANT WATSON, (Alfred Knopf, New York) 

A CORRECTION 
It is suggested that the doctors should advlse us as to 

A sincere apology 1s due for the mlsspefing of Wss our vocat~ons Berth Control, now, ehl-The S t a r  
Amy Juengllng's name in our October number (London) 
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Habitable Places of the Earth 

CLIMATE AND CIVILIZATION, by Ellsworth Hunt- 
lngton Thlrd emtion, revlsed and enlarged New 
Haven, Yale Umverslty Press 

T H E  CHARACTER OF RACES, by Ellsworth Hunt- 
ington As ~nfluenced by physlcal environment, na- 
tural selection and historical development New 
York, Scrlbner 

P ROFESSOR HUNTINGTON recognizes three main 
factors which he claims determine the dlstnbutlon of 

c~vllization chmate, raclal lnhentance and cultural de- 
velopment 

Cntlcs would have us believe that Professor Huntington 
forgets all about inheritance and cultural development 
and attributes the mstnbut~on of civlhzation entlrely t o  
cbmate This is not the case as both the thlrd edition of 
Osmate and Csdsaatum and The Character of Races bear 
witness The worshipper of mere quantity of population 
revolts a t  the Idea that only a relatively small portlon of 
the earth's surface a t  the present time is capable of pro- 
duclng and sustalmng a high type of clvlhzation The 
person who thinks that land space 1s something merely to 
be densely populated-and the sooner the better, it seems 
-1s llkely t o  have an unconscious antipathy to Professor 
Huntington's books Professor Huntlngton belleves that 
the chmate of a country should be conquered before that 
country is allowed to become densely populated, and con- 
sequently he may not be popular mth  the "booster" and 
"boomer," who in tlme prepare the way for the bomber 
Professor Huntlngton 1s optlmlstic and progresswe, but 
he belleves that m~gratlons should be gulded by scientific 
knowledge rather than uncritical optimlsm 

Professor Huntington's mlnd is open to everything new 
and interesting He hkes thlngs that make h ~ m  thlnk He 
has an   magmat ti on and plenty of enthus~asm He  has 
traveled In all parts of the world, and even hls cntlcs are 
forced t o  admit that hls books are most Interesting But 
just as there was a deep-rooted superstitlous prejudce 
agalnst anyone who dared attempt to change "God's 
time," there IS, I think, a deeper-rooted prejudice against 
anyone who dares Investigate "God's chmate" Chmate 
hke sex 1s something mystenous and must not be in- 
vestigated 

Professor Huntmgton's thoughts might have been far  
from Birth Control when he began the first edition of 
&ate and Cadaatson, but both the third edltlon of thls 

book and The Chrac te r  of Races are filled mth  most 
valuable evldence for Blrth Control For instance, the 
author of these books gves abundant evldence to prove 
that only about one-twentieth of the earth's land surface 
is capable of producing and sustaimng a hlgh type of 
clvlhzatlon We shall not quibble about the term "civlh- 
zation " If Professor Huntlngton 1s correct (and thls, ~t 
seems, his crltlcs m U  not adm~t,  no matter how much evl- 
dence 1s produced) about three-fourths of the ent~re  popu- 
latson of the world, or about 1,200,000,000 persons are 
to-day l~vlng In unfavorable chmates In  other words, ~f 
we belleve that every man should be created free and 
equal, and demand equahty of opportumty for all, the 
world today is about three-fourths over-populated, to say 
nothlng of the mlsery caused by overpopulation in chm- 
ates that are favorable 

The evldence whlch Professor Huntington provldes for 
his conclus~ons IS based upon hlstory, geography, an- 
thropology and klndred sciences, and much of ~t is drawn 
from personal observation and invest~gation 

IN THE following, I have tned to keep to the exact 
words of the author In  doing thls I have quoted mostly 
results and conclus~ons, and ~t must be remembered that 
the great mass of material from which the results and 
conclusions are drawn has necessanly been omltted I 
have not done even relatlve just~ce to Clmate and Csda- 
aatson, although t h s  most ~nteresting work has been re- 
nsed and enlarged dunng the last ten years, the nature 
of the work has evolved, not changed 

"In the first place," says Professor Huntlngton, con- 
cernlng the evolution of the pulsatory hypothesis in hls 
mind, "a prolonged study of past and present cllmatic 
var~ations led to the conclusion that the chmate of the 
past was different from that of the present time (p  5) 
Throughout the dry regons of Central Asia and the 
eastern Memterranean the evidences of moist and dry 
condltlons, respectively, are grouped in dstinct penods, 
the beg~nning of the Chnstian era was moist, for example, 
and the seventh century dry This led to what I called 
the 'pulsatory hypothesis,' whlch furnished a name for 
The Pulse of Asia Accordmg to thls hypothesis, although 
the histor~c and prehlstonc past In those particular 
regons was in general mo~ster than the present, the 
change from m o d  to dry has taken place irregularly In 
great waves (p  7-8) A large part  of the reasomng of 
this book stands or falls mth the hypothesis of chmatic 
pulsation in hlstonc tunes " (p  7) 

Throughout Clmate and Csyrlsxatson the author warns 
agalnst extremes and monotony of chmate Not only, it 



Bzrth Control Revzew 

seems, are the arctlcs and tropics unable t o  produce a 
h ~ g h  type of clv~llzat~on today, but they are detr~mental 
t o  the health of civ~hzed persons who m~gra t e  t o  such 
places, and may endanger clvlllzat~on itself ~f In one way 
or  another ~t become dependent upon the a r c t ~ c s  and the 
troplcs Furthermore, says Professor Huntlngton, "The 
cl~mate of many countries seems t o  be one of the great  
reasons why ~dleness, d ~ s h o n e s t ~ ,  immoral~ty, s tupld~ty  
and weakness of will prevall " ( p  411) 

Professor Huntlngton In speaklng of the par t s  of the 
world t ha t  are capable of producing a h ~ g h  type of clvl- 
hzation, says "Altogether these five r e sons  comprlse 
less than one-twent~eth of the land Though they are 
densely populated because of the skill of t h e ~ r  people In 
agriculture and manufacture, they obtaln only about one- 
fourth of the world's population " ( p  352) 

"Contrary t o  the common belief, most par t s  of the 
world normally contaln pract~cally as  large a populat~on 
as they are capable of holding under the social and eco- 
nomlc conditions whlch happen t o  prevall a t  any glven 
t ~ m e  o r  place " ( p  25) 

I h  THE preface t o  The Character of Races the author 
says "After reasonable allowance had been made for all 
these factors (chmate, mtgrations of peoples and cultures, 
racial m~xture,  invent~ons and discover~es such as Iron 
tools and agriculture, and ideas such as  rehg~on),  I felt 
tha t  h~ghly  s~gn~f icant  features of the dlstnbution of 
human progress remalned unexplained After years 
of search I beheve tha t  a t  least a part ial  explanat~on is 
found In natural select~on arlslng most frequently under 
the stress of overpopulat~on and m ~ g r a t ~ o n  " (vir) 

Three fundamental causes why "every selected race 
seems t o  degenerate," says Professor Huntlngton, have 
been "poor cl~mate Into whlch the ~ m m ~ g r a n t s  have pene- 
trated, actlve selection ceaslng t o  be effectlve " 
and "the r e s tnc t~on  of the blrth rate which almost In- 
var~ably becomes actme among the upper classes when 
overpopulation bepns  t o  create a c o n d t ~ o n  of economlc 
stress" ( p  18-19) 

The chapters concerning China In The Character of 
Races should be of spec~al  interest t o  the advocate of 
Blrth Control I n  these chapters we have over two thous- 
and years of hlstory of a great  people ~n a great  con- 
tlnent who cont~nually mult~plied then  numbers faster 
than the nourishment prepared for thew subsistence If 
the principle of populat~on must be proved again and 
agaln, these chapters on China will be of assistance 

"Proper select~on, free oppor tun~ty  and freedom from 
the depressing effect of overpopulation seem to  be all t ha t  
1s needed t o  bulld u p  even In these (famlne) repons a 
Chlnese race of h ~ g h  qua l~ ty  " (p  202) 

We must not lmaglne tha t  overpopulat~on 1s pecul~ar  
to  Chlna and I n d ~ a  alone Being two of the oldest clvlhza- 

t~ons ,  they have perhaps suffered more than European 
clvlhzat~on Europe's record is shorter than  tha t  of 
Asla, but ~t 1s just as  bloody Nor has Europe been free 
from famlne and pestilence, during the M~ddle  Ages the 
plagues took over one-fourth of the entlre populat~on of 
Europe,  and Europe 1s not free of famlne t o  t h ~ s  very 
day Amer~ca 1s st111 young, but her campaigns of boosters 
and boomers to  get more people t o  break more land t o  
feed more people w11l soon have the remaining open spaces 
overpopulated When America's open spaces are filled a s  
Europe's open spaces were filled, the cry will be as before 
the war we must have more land t o  feed our people, then 
after  the war we must have more man-power for the next 
war 

After speaklng of the pressure of populat~on In Greece, 
Sicily, Ireland, Iceland, Italy, the Norse countries and 
others, Professor Huntington turns h ~ s  a t ten t~on t o  
Amer~ca He speaks of the r ~ g ~ d  selection of the early 
imm~grants In Amer~ca "In those days," says Professor 
Huntington, "In a general way, all men In New England 
were 'free and equal ' Class d ~ s t ~ n c t ~ o n s  were not 
abohshed In America because some one Introduced a new 
Idea " As ev~dence t o  prove tha t  the quality of the popu- 

- - 

l a t ~ o n  1s changlng In Amenca, the author gves  facts con- 
cernlng the falling birth rate among the cultured classes, 
the degenerat~ng results of war and peace, rehgion and 
phllanthrophy H e  s a j s  that  Amerlca IS suffering from 
harmful select~on, and speaks of the r a p ~ d  Increase of the 
unselected classes "unselected immigration has already 
brought the Un~ ted  States t o  the polnt where overpopula- 
t ~ o n  and radlcal lowerlng of the standard of llvlng seem 
to  be immlnent " ( p  213-14) 

"Mere numbers," says Professor Huntlngton, "count 
for  nothlng In many cases a dense populat~on 1s the 
greatest of curses, as  it has been In Ireland, Chlna, J a p a n  
and Germany " ( p  362) 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

From Dorrance & Co , (Philadelph~a) PRIVATE OWN- 
EasHIP OR SOCIALISM, by Scovllle Hamlln 

From U S Department of Labor, Children's Bureau 
(Washington, D C ) JUVENILE COURTS AT WORK, by 
Katharine F Lenroot and Emma 0 Lundberg Bureau 
Publlcatlon No 141 

From the Soc~ety  for  Pubhc Health Education (New 
York) HEALTH VIA NATURE, by H a r r y  Flnkel, M D 

From Fr~end's Bookshop (London) MAERIAGE AND 

PARENTHOOD, DISCUSSED BY A GROUP OF MEMBERS OP THE 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 7Y2d 
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A SOURCE BOOK ON BIRTH CONTROL 

Blrth Control, Facts and Respons~b~hties, a Sym- 
poslum Ed~ted  by Adolf Meyer, IM D W~fiams and 
Wllkins Company, Baltimore 

This volume makes access~ble to the publlc the most 
outstanding of the papers read a t  the Ch~cago and Baltl- 
more conferences on Blrth Control It should be mnvalu- 
able as a source book to the speaker and student, ~nclud- 
Ing as ~t does art~cles on populatton, health and the soclal 
aspects of the subject by Professors East, Pearl, Ross, 
Mlller and Spaeth, Mrs Wembridge and D r  Chapman, 
on the Need of B ~ r t h  Control in Amenca, by Margaret 
Sanger, on Procreative Hyg~ene, by Adolf Meyer, on the 
eth~cal aspect of the subject, by R a b b ~  Rubenstem and 
the eugenlc aspect by Professors Cole and L ~ t t l e  

A MOTHER IN ISRAEL 

M RS DORA MARGOWSKI, th~rty-six, has had 
everything out of l ~ f e  except happ~ness She haa 

had saxteen chlldren Her husband has been ~n Central 
Amenca four years She has returned to the p ~ t ~ f u l  few 
rooms she calls home to find a fire raglng, from a cause 
later analyzed as belng one of the chlldren h u g p g  the 
baby of the day, who was 111, and thereby upsetting some- 
t h ~ n g  on the stove 

She has known death stalklng among her httle brood 
and taklng the flesh of her flesh and the bone of her bone 
She has t r ~ e d  t o  struggle along on $8 a week-and ad- 
mlte ~t has been hard 

Yesterday she appeared before Maestra te  Alexander 
Brough to answer a charge of fall~ng to send a daughter, 
Leah, fifteen, to school, as requlred by the law, whlch 
1s the only one of Che v~si ta t~ons of the poor she had 
hitherto been spared 

"Leah has a weak heart and could have heart trouble 
at any tune," she told the Magstrate s~mply 

"When they were all home I often bought eighteen 
loaves of bread a day and that made all we had to eat," 
she s a ~ d  

"My ch~ldren have helped when they could Most of 
the boys had to go to school, even when they had good 
jobs 

"Hebrew soc~et~es have five of my ch~ldren-four e r l s  
and a boy I see them every week, but-well, I suppose 
I should be happy "-Nero York World 

He  who marnes and has chaldren, has given hostages 
to fortune 

The rmmortalrty of brutes w an thew progeny, of men, 
rn thear fame, seruwes and ~ ~ s t r t u t r m  

Regard for the famsly too often over-ndes regard for 
the state 

--FRANCIS BACON (1561-1626) 

WOMEN WHO TOIL 

W r ~ t t e n  from Life by CU~NINGHAM MORRIS 

Y ES, I must toll a t  the wash tub 
Though my strength IS almost spent, 

If I d ~ d  not keep QII rubblng 
I could never pay the rent 
Did you ask me where IS my husband? 
Doctor s a ~ d  he had T B 
So ~ t ' s  off to the samtarlum 
Leaving the young ones and me 

Did you ask me how many have I? 
Well ma'am, just now I have five 
Another w111 be added soon 
I doubt if 'twill be alive 
T o  tell the truth I hope ~ t ' s  dead, 
Better for ~t and for me 
Better for the other young ones, 
I'm sure you wlll agree 

You ask are the young ones healthy? 
Now, how could they ever be 
W~thout  proper food or clothlng 
And a father w~th  T B 2 

Do I believe In Blrth Control? 
Excuse me, ma'am, but Indeed 
I'm always so very busy, 
I never have t ~ m e  to read 

Why surely 1'11 take the book, ma'am 
Why, really 1 You do not say f 
T'would Indeed have been a bless~ng 
Had ~t sooner come my way 
1'11 lend ~t to many others 
For, ma'am, you could never guess 
How women dread bearlng chlldren 
T o  poverty and d~stress 

"Legal Blrth Control" IS, according to the New Or- 
leans Prcayune (September 25), a phrase adopted by the 
Creht  Men's Assoc~at~on to express the "need of put- 
tlng a check on the number, and lmprovlng the quahty 
of the laws born onto our nat~on, to her daughters, the 
several states and to her daughter's daughters, the mu- 
rnc~paht~es " "Less chlldren and finer ones," IS the alm 
of the Cred~t Men, who are debatmg the means of pre- 
vent~ng further 111-adv~sed p a r t u r ~ t ~ o n  ~n our legrslatures 

A soclal worker wr~tes "Social workers In general are, 
I beheve, In favor of Blrth Control, but l ~ k e  other groups 
they need to develop them courage " 

"Malthus has always been a favorite butt for the ndl- 
cule of shallow thlnkers "-ALFRED MARSHALL 
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OUR CORRESPONDENTS' COLUMN 

A CORRECTION 

September 30, 1925 

I n  your September issue you have ~nserted as a note 
from me an extract from a personal letter to Mrs Sanger 
In wh~ch I ment~oned the opemng of two new chmcs-one 
In Wolverhampton and one m Abert~llery, Wales-by our 
ong~na l  soc~ety I now understand that the Abert~llery 
Chn~c was founded by the Abertillery Hosp~tal after con- 
sultation mth D r  Mane Stopes and that the nurse m 
charge was trained a t  her chnlc I deeply regret the mu- 
apprehension wh~ch led me to make the statement The 
two chrucs recently estabhshed mth the ass~stance of the 
Soclety for the Prov~s~on  of B ~ r t h  Control Chnics (wh~ch 
was formed by the Comm~ttee of the Walworth C l ~ n ~ c  after 
~t became ~ndependent of the Malthus~an League) are a t  
Wolverhampton and Cambndge 

Apart from th~s ,  I feel sure that my note must have 
been m~sread m some way, probably due t o  my hurned 
wnt~ng, as the quotation appears to ~ n s t ~ t u t e  a contrast 
between the progress of D r  Stopes's Soclety and that of 
the Malthus~an League, wh~ch I have always been most 
anxlous to avo~d There 1s plenty of work t o  be done by 
any number of soclet~es, and the good of the cause 1s far 
above personaht~es or nvalnes My only msh 1s t o  see 
it flounsh, and that all who contnbute t o  ~ t s  progress 
should have the fullest recognlhon of them efforts 

Yours fa~thfully, 
C V DRYSDALE 

A PROTEST 

I msh to protest Mrs Ann~e G Porntt's renew 
(December, 1924) of my book "Out of the Valley of the 
Forgotten" Wntten from a prejud~ced standpomt, it 
does not pve the reader a just ~ d e a  of the real book, the 
renew's reader would picture an altogether d~fferent book, 
spmt  and author 

The actual book contalns many pages of thorough 
analysis of problems of hfe and of sclence W ~ t h  the con- 
clusions drawn therefrom the renewer has the right to 
hsagree, but not to Ignore the ent~re  mscuss~on and give 

the impression that the book cons~sts of dogmat~c state- 
ments, as she has done 

If she m11 read carefully In an unprejudiced spmt  she 
mll not be able to repeat her sweeplng statements 

There are practically only two classes of statements 
mthout proof m the book, one covenng well estabhshed 
sc~ent~fic facts a t  the present tlme not demanmng proof, 
c~ ted  to show the reader them ~mphcat~ons,  the second 
con ta~n~ng  conclus~ons whose pros and cons are defimtely 

reserved by the author for a yet unpublslied t h ~ r d  volume 
Elsewhere he has carefully analyzed problems, exam~ned 
the ~mphcat~ons of the result to see how they support h ~ s  
conclus~ons, referred t o  the rock bottom of estabhshed 
facts of nature and sound log~c, s~f ted the worth of pos- 
s~ble objections, etc 

A renewer In a Mmneapohs paper In fact made the 
remark that whether or not the reader of the book would 
agree mth the author, ~t was ~mposs~ble to deny h ~ s  close 
and accurate reasoning and would be d~fficult successfully 
t o  controvert his propos~t~ons 

Apparently because the author has l a ~ d  h ~ s  finger on a 
sore spot mth many people (even those bel~enng In B ~ r t h  
Control), namely, the need for a rad~cal change to an 
honestly apprec~at~ve non-ascet~c a t t~tude toward ~ n t ~ m -  
ate sexuahbus, the reviewer cannot new the book except 
"through jaund~ced eyes " 

Mrs P o r r ~ t t  rashly concludes because the author be- 
heves the nght to gIve prevencept~ve ~nformat~on should 
not be h t e d  to phys~cians he does not real~ze the neces- 
s ~ t y  for med~cal adv~ce m many cases 

Regardng emphas~s, perm~t the author to rem~nd the 
renewer that emphas~s does not mean dogmat~sm-~tahcs 
and bold face type were used merely for emphas~s Also 
the author has not endeavored to coln more than perhaps 
three or four new words in h ~ s  hook, Mrs Porritt perhaps 
cons~ders words In estabhshed usage l ~ k e  sexualibus and 
prevencept~on new words 

Very tmly yours, 
JOHN E BAUMAN 

The renewer, to whom Mr Bauman's letter has been 
submitted, has noth~ng to add to what has already been 
wrltten T o  meet the statements In the letter would take 
more space than the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW can afford 
to e v e  to these volumes 

ANNIE G PORRITT 

BEFORE BIRTH CONTROL 

The follomng ep~taph is to be seen a t  Monk's K~rby, 
near Rugby "In memory of Ehz Mott, mfe of John 
Mott, who d~ed October 24, 1726 Marned 44 years, and 
the mother of 42 ch~ldren A lonng mfe, a tender mother, 
Scarce left beh~nd her such another" 

In  Conway Churchyard 1s t h ~ s  one "Here lyeth ye 
body of Nlchs Hookes, of Conway, Gent, who was ye 41st 
rh~lrl of h ~ r  fnther, Wm Hookes, Esq , by Al~ce, h ~ s  mfe, 
and ye father of 27 children, who dyed ye 20th day of 
March, 1637 " - M o m g  Post (London) 

"Not pmpagatmg the race but rawmg the level of 
humamtg must be the a m  of enstence "--NIETZSCHE 
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PERIODICAL NOTES 

I n  the Saturday Ewnung Post (Phdadelphla) of Sep- 
tember 26th, R~chard Washburn Chdd &cusses "Our 
Great Amencan Scandal9'-+me and ~ t s  treatment He  
descnbes a typ~ca l  c m n a l ,  whom he calls E d  X, as the 
''product of a broken home," poverty stncken and over- 
crowded and as a consequence quarrelsome and mthout 
joy for cluldren or parents The comng of the last baby 
put an end to E d  X's home "It was always alhng," says 
Ed, "and ~ t s  comlng so destroyed the mother's health that 
she &ed when ~t was eighteen months old " 

I n  the magazlne sectlon of the Tnbune-Herald (N Y ) 
for September 6th, D r  Arthur Selwyn Brown has a page 
headed "Is Mother Earth Confronted by Too Many 
Mouths t o  Feed?" It 1s another contnbutlon m popular 
form t o  the rapldly growlug body of sclent~fic hterature 
show~ng that not a t  some &stant future but today we are 
"m sight of the tune when populat~on increases threaten 
the means of subsistence 1'' Of the result of neglect of the 
wernlngs we already have D r  Brown says "B~olog~cal 
studres show that m cases of anlmals and plants crowdrng 
of a populatlon reduces fecundrty, n n l ~ t y  and mdepen- 
deuce and these result m reduced natlonal efforts m pro- 
duction and &stnbutlon" So the race traverses the c~rcle 
untll ~t dles of lnamtlon 

I n  "When the World Wtll Starve" (October World's 
work, N Y ) Vllhjalmur Stefanson, arctlc explorer, &s- 
cusses the present sources of our food supply and those 
improvements and expansions already recopzed as pos- 
mble by whlch our resources can be added t o m  the future 
Tsklng those usually recognized Into account, he con- 
cludes that lf populatlon cont~nues a t  the present rate of 
lncrease the "Great Hunger" 1s not due tdl about the year 
2050 Addlng to these the poss~ble exploltatlon of the 
vegetable and amma1 resources of Greenland and other 
subarctic repons, but leaving populatlon unchecked, he 
estimates that the hunger may be deferred another t h r t y  
years or so But Arctlc cultlvat~on IS, hke all plans to 
develop portlons of the earth now considered worthless, a 
mere stopgap Some other solutlon of the problem of 
overcrow&ng must be found It 16, Mr  Stefanson be- 
heves, already found and lt 1s a three-slded cholce-war, 
pestilence or Blrth Control 

The E u g m s  Remm (London) for July, has a study 
of pnm~tlve marnage by E N Fallalze, as well as an able 
artlcle on Modern Manage and Monogamy by Mrs Sybll 
Nevllle-Rolfe, general secretary of the Natlonal Councll 
for Combat~ng Venereal Dlsease (London) Mrs Nenlle- 
Rolfe's analysls of present-day tendenc~es 1s espec~ally 
mterestlng 

School and Socrcty ~n a recent number pubhshes a study 
of dehnquency by E 0 S~sson of Reed College, Oregon 
D r  Slsson finds that 60 t o  80 per cent of dehnquency 
among chlldren 1s due t o  "broken homes" and one maln 
group of chldren under t h s  head are born m famhes 
where one or both parents are vlclous or c-a1 or sen- 
ously defectlve The second cause 1s physlcal or mental 
d e f o m t y  and the t h ~ r d  the slum, poverty Behlnd all 
these he finds heredty-the premsposlng cause 

Jess~e Taft's artlcle on Sex 1x1 Chldren m the October 
World Tomorrow (New Yorh), 1s hghly suggestive of the 
artlcle by Slgmund Freud, a long extract from wh~ch we 
use thls month Llke hm, MISS Taf t  blames parents for 
not recogmzmng that sex has ~ t s  bepnmng m chldhood 
"The real t ~ t l e  of t h s  paper," sags she, "should he Sex ~n 
Parents, for thereln he the causes of sex as a problem m 
chddren the lack of sex-adjustment and understand- 
mg ~n grown-ups '' Miss Taf t  1s however, hopeful of the 
attltude of the next generatlon of parents, for she beheves 
the oncomlng generatlon to be "freer and more comfort- 
able about sex than we have ever been " The whole artlcle 
1s excellent 

The debate on Cathohclsm 1s stlll golng on In the 
P o r n  (New York) Kate Sargent's art~cle on the 
Cathohc domlnatlon of Massachusetts m the October 
number has a specla1 Interest m new of the embargo put 
by Mayor Curley on free speech m excluding speakers on 
Blrth Control from Boston 

A study of "folk ways" 1s Ruth Reed's art~cle In the 
J m m Z  of Socsal Hygiene (New York), on "Illeptlmacy 
Among Negroes " It has long been a matter of observa- 
tlon that negro marned women have a degree of eco- 
nomlc independence not enjoyed by poor whte women 
One reason for thls may be the looseness of the marnage 
bond MISS Reed finds among negroes an ~llegtlmacy 
rate of 122 7 per 1,000 as agalnst 14 2 per thousand 
among whltes She finds also that 32 5 per cent --one- 
thrd--of marned negro women are employed as compared 
t o  9 per cent -less than one-tenth--of whlte marned 
women MISS Reed ascnbes thls con&tlon In part  to habits 
formed In slave tlmes when slaves were often bred mth 
the same msregard of fanuly Me as domestlc anunals and 
when a woman's m r k  was performed only ~nc~dentally 
for her fam~ly, her regular labor belng her master's 

And now ~t appears that there are fewer molecules than 
the sclentlsts have thought Rehef a t  last for the houslng 
problem -New York World 
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News Notes 
UNITED STATES 

New York 

Tar< w o ~ k  of c~rculzrizing c~ndldatcs for Con- 
gress on the proposed amendment to the Unlted 
States Postal Law is progressing The letter sent 
out by the Amerlcan B ~ r t h  Control League to a 
list of 60,000 interested persons has met w t h  an 
encouraging response But  the league's member- 
ship IS made up  largely of poor people, in many 
cases very poor mothers who can contribute llttle 
besldes heartfelt good wishes These have sent the 
names of their Congressmen and many have sent 
also, financial contr~butions almost beyond then 
means But more money is needed Enthusiasm 
carries us a long way, but enthusiasm backed by 
financial support m11 carry us much farther 

The bill whlch will be presented 1s an amendment 
to  Section 211 of the Postal Law It reads 

Standard medical and scientific journals and re- 
prints therefrom and standard medical works and 
reprints therefrom whlch contaln information with 
reference to the preventmg of conception are not 
non-mailable under this section 

1 Any artrcle, mstrurnent, substance, drug, or 
thlng designed, adapted or mtended for preventmg 
conception, or any written or prlnted information 
or advice concerning the prevention of conception 
1s not non-mallable under t h ~ s  section when mailed 
by a duly llcensed physician to 

a Another person known to him to be a duly 
licensed phys~cian, 

b One of his bonafide patients in the course of 
h ~ s  professional practice, 

c A bonafide printer or pubhsher or by such 
prmter or publisher to a duly licensed 
phys~cian 

2 Any article, instrument, substance, drug or 
thmg designed, adapted or lntended for preventing 
conception is not non-mailable under this section 
when malled In the regular course of legitimate 
buslness by 

a A n  importer to a manufacturer or wholesale 
dealer In drugs, or by a manufacturer or 
wholesale dealer in drugs to an ~mporter, 

b A manufacturer to a wholesale dealer in drugs 
or by such wholesale dealer to a manu- 
facturer, 

c A wholesale dealer In drugs to another such 
wholesale dealer or a retail dealer in drugs, 
or by such retall dealer to such wholesale 
dealer, 

d A retail dealer In drugs to a duly licensed 
physician or to another person upon the 
written prescript~on of a duly hcensed 
physician, or by such physlclan or person 
to such retail dealer 

AS fall comes on the league is receiving applica- 
tions for speakers from soclal agencies In greater 
numbers than ever before When D r  Cooper re- 
turned from Europe early in October he found in- 
v~tations for October and November awaitlng him 
from between forty and fifty medlcal bod~es In I4  
states As he is In the field the story of these meet- 
ings cannot be given till next month 

Among the meetlngs addressed by speakers In 
New York City are The Mothers Club of Central 
Presbyterian Church, West 52nd Street, which was 
addressed by Mrs Robertson Jones on October 
13th, The Mothers Club of the Ernanuel Sister- 
hood of Personal Service, East  82nd Street, where 
Mrs Fannie H Sanford spoke on October 14th, 
Greenmch House, Educational Alllance, Stuyves- 
ant Neighborhood House, Madison House Society, 
and the School Settlements Assoclatlon 

The Yorkville (N Y C ) Medical Society held 
a symposium on contraceptlbn a t  its evening-meet- 
Ing on October 19th The speakers were Drs  S 
Adolphus Knopf, Robert L Dickinson, A A 
Br111, Max Hulmer and Hannah M Stone 

While the newspapers report that the Japanese 
government is alarmed by the spread of Birth Con- 
trol propaganda, representatives of the public edu- 
cational system of that country, evidently unruffled 
by reports of police actlvitles, have recently called 
a t  headquarters of the League, commissioned to 
gather full information as to  the arguments for 
Birth Control and the technique of contraception 
I n  the delegation were Messrs Ichlrosuke Artiara, 
Heijl Oikawa, Akashl and 0 Kanamura 

Three falthful friends of Blrth Control from 
England were m New York and other states of the 
eastern coast m October They are Lord Dawson 
and Sir W Arbuthnot Lane, who came to attend 
the Clin~cal Congress of the College of Surgeons, 
whlch was held at  Philadelphia October 26th, and 
Dean Inge of S t  Paul's Cathedral, London 

NATIONAL 
BIRTH CONTROL was included in a resolution 
on family llfe by a commttee of the convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in session a t  New 
Orleans during the third week m October The 
resolution deplores the teachmg of "birth restric- 
tlon," but declines to "lay down rules that will meet 
the needs of every abnormal case " 
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Iowa to discuss winter plans It was decided to appoint 
a committee to look into the possibllit~es of practical AMONG the national organizations represented, work, and to circularize all physicians of Ph~ladel- 

by invitstion, in the Exhibit Hall  a t  the Iowa Con- phia and vicimty, to acquaint them with the work 
ference on Social Work, held at  Iowa City, (Otto- of the league and to send them copies of D r  Wll- 
ber 20-23) was the American Birth Control liam Allen Pusey's address before the Slxth Inter- 
League national Conference 

Massachusetts 

TWICE in the last six months there have emana- 
ted from some source in Boston stories to the effect 
that Margaret Sanger failed to appear at  scheduled 
meetings The first of these, which was sent 
throughout the country early in the summer had no 
foundahon whatever in fact Mayor Curley had a t  
that tlme successfully intim~dated owners of lecture 
halls, so that many months work was needed before 
the local branch of the American Civil Liberties 
Union could find a platform on which Mrs Sanger 
would be allowed to speak Late in the summer 
Faneuil Hall  was obtained and September 17th set 
as a tentative date This was found to confkct with 

GREAT BRITAIN 

AS this is the most important practical aspect of 
Birth Control m England, we publlsh m full 
the statement of the Workers' Birth Control group 
on the present status of Birth Control with the 
Ministry of Health, as follows 

"At least 70 members of the present Parhament 
are pledged to support Birth Control A t  the end 
of July a deputation composed of some of these 
M P 's saw M r  Neville Chamberlain, the Mimster 
of Health, and asked him to lift the ban on the 
public health doctors by permitting them to give 
Birth Control information in the followine cases 

u 

Sanger '~ other engagements and the (,) men the father 1s insane or feeble-minded, of the hall was cancelled in ample time, but no 
notice of the cancellation was given, apparently, in (b) When the mother will probably die in confine- 
the press A handful of people appeared a t  the ment, (c) When either parent 1s affected m t h  
hall on Sevtember 17th and the Boston Herald venereal d~sease 
carried a stary of the mistake as a "failure to ap- 
pear " Meanwhile preparations are under way and 
Mrs Sanger will speak in Boston some time in the 
fall or early winter Whatever the result of the 
November elections she will speak before Mayor 
Curley's administration goes out of office 

New Jersey 

ON Monday, September lbth, Elizabeth Grew 
addressed the Hebrew Ladies' Benex olent Society 
of New Brunswick on "The Real Task Before 
Benevolent Societies " M r  Meves spoke during 
October before the North Hudson Exchange Club, 
a Laurel Springs Unit of the Woman's Republican 
Club, Passaic, Orange-West Orange, Caldwell, 
West Essex and Clifton, Kiwanis 

On October 14th Dr Hannah M Stone, Clinical 
Director of the Research Department of the Amer- 
ican Birth Control League, spoke on Contraceptive 
Technique before the Bu_rlington County Medical 
Society There was an extensive and interesting 
discussion after her talk 

Pennsylvan~a 

THE Eastern Pennsylvania Branch of the Amer- 
ican Birth Control League met with Mrs Kennedy, 
executive Secretary of the League on October 8th, 

"In response, the Minister went so far as to give 
a virtual pledge that he would so amend the exist- 
mg regulations as to allow the doctors not to give 
the information themselves, but to direct the mother 
to a reliable chnic or person to obtain it 

"But on August 4th and 5th the Minister was 
seen by other members of Parliament acting largely 
under reactionary influence This oppos~tion ob- 
jected even to the mild proposal made by the Min- 
ister, although it met their contention that no public 
money should be used in givmg information On 
August 6th, in reply to a question by Mr  Ernest 
Thurtle, M P , M r  Chamberlain went back on his 
previous attitude 

"The declared policy of our State is thus to foster 
the secret spread of harmful mformation and harm- 
ful practices which are the inevitable alternatives 
to the intelligent guidance of mothers by adequately 
informed doctors 

"It is for men and women with votes to decide 
whether they can vote for any candidate for Parlia- 
ment or any sitting member who will not pledge 
himself or herself to change this policy Mothers! 
let us bombard our M P 's w ~ t h  questions and per- 
sonal deputations Most politicians will not, I am 
afraid, lift a finger to help forward this much- 
needed reform until it IS plain to them that neglect 
of it w ~ l l  lose them their seats In Parhament " 
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News of the Movement In England each month 
1s Interesting not only for the three vlgorous organ- 
~za t~ons  whlch are brlnging pressure to bear In one 
way or another on the Mln~stry of Health and are 
demonstrating the practical demand for contracep- 
tive advice by the work of a dozen cl~nics It is 
Interesting and encouraglng also for the splend~d 
supplementary work of those sc~ent~sts who keep 
~t before the publlc and of such organizations as 
the Nat~onal U n ~ o n  of Soc~eties for Equal Cltlzen- 
s h ~ p  whlch, havlng added Blrth Control to ~ t s  pro- 
gram, now loses no opportun~ty of pushlng it A t  
the summer school of the Union In September the 
subject was presented by Professor Carr-Saunders 
and D r  Mane Stopes 

wards of Blrmlngham, puts the blame where it be- 
longs when he accuses bad condlt~ons due to too 
large famil~es In too small space of the responsl- 
b111ty for ~mmoral~ty 

Quarterly figures for populat~on growth in Eng- 
land have agaln been published They show for the 
second as compared w ~ t h  the first quarter of 1925 
a s l~ght  galn, the rate for the first quarter belng 
18 1/3 per 1,000 as aga~nst 19 1/3 

It IS encouraglng to know that "the chlldren born 
were increasingly healthy The Infant mortahty 
was well below the average for the past ten years 
and was equal to the lowest rate ever recorded slnce 
the establishment of c1v11 reglstrat~on " 

John Maynard Keynes in a uldely quoted ad- 
dress ("Am I a L~berall") has Included sex ques- 
tlons as one of five groups of subjects to whlch poll- A COMING E V E N T  

'leal parties give serious attention At THE annual public meeting under the auspices 
least the women In his party have taken his sugges- of the American Birth Control League mil be a serlousl~, for Birth Control was the sub~ect luncheon at  the Hotel Roosevelt Reservations 
of earnest by the Natlonal may be made through the Executive Secretary of 
Liberal Federat~on at  ~ t s  meetmg a t  Torquay the League at  104 Flfth Avenue 

THE Labor Par ty  in Conference assembled a t  
Liverpool a t  the end of September faded on a 
rather close vote (1,824,000 to 1,530,000) to pass 
the resolut~on introduced by Br~ghton and Hove 
Branch prov~dlng for contraceptive lnstructlon qt 

welfare centres W e  hope to have the full story In 
a later Issue 

The Roman Cathohcs have succeeded In brlnglng 
the statements on Blrth Control of Judge Cluer of 
Shored~tch Court to the attent~on of many who 
m~gh t  not have heard them ~f they had left the 
Judge alone His letter in reply to a wr~tten pro- 
test by a Roman Cathollc organ~zatlon agalnst hls 
practical propaganda In court has been quoted far 
and mde In the Engl~sh papers It IS terse and to 
the polnt and reads "The approtal or d~sapproval 
of your Roman Cathollc League is a matter of In- 
d~fference to your obed~ent servant " 

-A K CLUER 

STATEMENT O F  T H E  OWNERSHIP MANAGEMENT ClRCULATION ETC 
REQUIRED BY T H E  ACT O F  CONGRESS O F  AUGUST 24 1912 

of The Bnrh Control Revtcw publl$l>rd monthly at New York N Y for Octobcr I 
1925 S u t c  of Ncw Yark Counry of New York 

I That  the n a m e  m d  addresses of the pvhlrnhrr edstor m.nagtns ednror and 
hur,ner. manager, are 

Publnsher-Amerncan Bxnh Control League Inc 104 Fllrh Ave N Y C 3 9  
Edntor-Margaret Sangcr 104 Ftfth Avc N Y C a y  
Manawns Editor-Mary Sumncr Boyd I04 Fifth Avenue New York Clty 
Burkneir Manapen-Vonc 

2 That the owner 13 (If the publlrrtlon ms awned by an lndlvldusl hmr name m d  
addm8 or 11 owncd hy more than one ~ndmvmdual the name m d  a d d m a  of each shovld 
h gmen bclow ~f the p u h l ~ r r t ~ o n  or owned by r cornorarmon the name of the <or 
poratnoo a d  the n r m e  and a d d r a s e  of the stockholdera o w m n ~  or holdnng one pu rmt 
or mar. of the total amount of stock shovld b. gwen ) 

Amencan Bwth Con rol Lerpue Inc 104 F l h h  Avc New York Ctty 
Non sock cornoratton 
Margaret Sangcr Prurdent 104 Fifth Avr New York Chry 
Anne Kennedy Sureraw 104 fxfrh Avc New York Cnty 
Frances B Ackermann Treasurer Bronxvollt N Y 

3 Chat the known bondholders m o r t g a g e  and other s u u n t r  holdcn ownlnz 
or hold~ng I per cent or more of ,oral amount rf bonds mortgage or o ~ h s  nuuntna  
arc (If there are nons ao state ) None 

4 That the rwo parrpraphs next above, gmumw the n r m a  of the ownem a t d  Other besides the Cathollcs have done holders and m u c ~ t y  holders ,I any contam not only the lwt 01 stmkholden a d  

good service recently One such 1s Sir John Robert- ~~,:;;:~~!~:;~;;~;,"y, y~:::,;~d;,S:p~~; ;p/t;m~~ g:h:l:o,,,;;: 

son, Health Officer for Blrmlngham who has raised trustee or on m y  ocher hducmar~ rclauon the nrme of the prnon or corparat!oh for 
whom such rru tre I ctmg I qlvcn also that rhc aatd two ~ a n a r a p h *  rontnnn 

many defenders not only from w~thln Blrth Control ;;;;;;:;: :;$;~,;f;$L;B~!r,k;;;l~~;r,;;dh&~;~ ;~d;h;o~;~:fi;," xt 
organlzatlons but from the general public by his b k .  of the compsny a* trustee, hold s t a k  and suvntr r r  nn capacst, other than 

that of a bons I d r  owner and t h n  affiant has no reaeon to belaeve that any mher 
statement that knowledge of Birth Control and of wrson assmmtxon or corp0rauon ha' any mterut  dorat or tndmct 'n the ~ a a d  .to& 

bonds or 0th.. s a u n t ~ e s  rhrn as so # t a t 4  by bxm 
venereal disease prophylaxis have increased lm- MARGARET SANGER 
moral~ty HIS cr~tlcs ask whether he would favor w l t o r  

return to the old neglect of medical measures Sworn to and s u k n b d  h f o m  me t h u  22nd d w  of k w m h r  I925 

SADIE A BASH0 venereal d~sease, and one of them, D r  Hall-Ed- [..,,1 (MY commms.ron explrer M . ~ C ~  30 1927) 
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(Contsnued from page 321) 

head just lays there," and Goldie would sob In ex- 
haustion Jake would sometimes protest roughly, 
"cut it out about that kid's head," and leave m 
what looked like irritation It was true that Goldie 
was not very cheerful company, and made none 
of her old-t~me effort to amuse him But in a few 
days Jake would be back again, and his roving eyes 
would search for the baby as before 

Finally his orchestra had to leave town for a fort- 
n ~ g h t  to play in a carnival When he returned to 
Goldie's kitchen sbe was not there The mistress 
answered hlm somewhat suspic~ously-"You her 
brother? Well, you're too late She's gone and the 
baby's dead " "Dead," echoed Jake blankly "Sure 
it's dead Never could keep a thing on its stomach 
I did all I could, but it had a bad start I wonder 
~t lived as long as it did I t  laid its little head-," 
but Jake had turned and was running down the 
street 

A few weeks later, Goldie was back In the 
burlesque chorus Garcie had married money was 
the rumor, and had left for New York Goldle had 
been visitlng her relatives, she explained "And 
they sure did treat you rough, girlle," commented 
the other glrls "You must have hit the pace pretty 
hard, by your looks Good thing you came back for 
a rest cure " 

It would be pleasant to report that all this had 
turned Goldie into a hard working llttle ant, and 
that she and Jake happily married, now take the 
llttle ants to picnics by the lake in a partly-paid- 
for-Ford-like mlllions of others, who only differ 
from them In that they had a slightly better start 
But so far, such is not the case Goldie is st111 a 
grasshopper and hops better than she will ever cook, 
sew or mop Jake looks hke a cr~cket, st111 sleek and 
shlny But his mother and grandmother are good 
for thirty years more consumption of his earnings, 
so he is doomed to be an ant in an ant-hill not his 
own 

The net result of Jakie's coming and departure 
IS, that Goldie drops her spare nickels into the box 
In the drugstore (with a baby's picture on it) that 
collects small cash for sQme dubious charity She 
has watched one baby die of slow starvation and 
these nlckels help to drug the memory And Jake 
buys hls newspaper of a llttle black-eyed newsboy 
whom he addresses as Son "The kld looks like I 
did," he explains That's about all Goldie still has 
a pretty good llne and amuses her rather grlmy 
aud~ence, although the management sometimes 
finds fault "You sang something terrlble last 
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may develop a "grudge attitude" and feel that in 
her experience outside the home an opportunity IS 

presented to obtain compensation for the things 
which the home fails to supply It is just in such 
cases that we do find, at  times, girls entering into 
lives of sex promiscuity in a definite attempt to find 

Illeans for the imagined un- 
just situation in the home " 

Such cases appear in hundreds before the city 
Juvenile Courts Girls of twelve, thirteen and four- 
teen, the misfits in large families, the eager, young 
adolescent girls, unwanted and unprovided, for seek 
transitory comfort in numerous chance "love af- 
fairs " Their parents have no plans for them I n  
the scheme of fam~ly  formation they have no ade- 
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quate place Unwanted children are always poten- 
tial delinquents 

Haphazard methods of family formation that re- 
sult in the birth of unplanned for, unwelcome chil- 
dren produce a large proportion of the stream of 
delinquent boys and girls that pass through our 
courts and correctional institutions 

I n  the ~ndividual delinquent who commits the 
night, Goldie "Your head lay on. my shoulder, but graver offenses of personal assault, serious prop- 
zts wezght lzes on my heart," is a swell song No erty damage, theft and the like, one often finds a 
comedy It's the real stuff, but you murdered it basic feeling of antagonism to authority, and a pro- 
You made Jake's wind break on his sax and he found distrust of it The family background of such 
never done that before H e  covered it up  pretty offenders is nearly always tense with hatred or 
well, but you didn't You got worse and worse " mutual suspicion, or fear The parents are mal- 

Goldie hopes to try the New York variety shows adlusted The children feel inferior, or superfluous 
next, and Jake secretly plans to pipe his lay in new When they are enough they adopt any means 

fields and leave his relatives to the charities What  any way of "putting 
are they for if not for that-hich all goes to show In the community " 
that if one wants c~tizens who ply the industry of Surely the modern, scientific Birth Control move- 
the ant in the steadfast rays of righteousness, a ment has something to say to these unhappy par- 
poor way to get them is to train up little grass- ents Doubtless the problem 1s more complex, but 
hoppers, who know no fervors but the volcanoes of it is evident that the unwanted child is at  the root 
their own instincts, into whose dead craters they of many broken homes 
fall, dry and shrivelled husks, before they are There is another aspect of Birth Control which 
twenty-one concerns the Juvenile Court, the widespread dis- 

semmation of dangerous, or worthless "informa- 
tion" Boys and girls today do not lack adult 

THE UNWAPU'TED C H I L D  COMES 
c G  counsellors", unscrupulous older women, drug 

B E F O R E  THE COURT store clerks, quacks of all sorts fill their minds with 
(Contanwed from page 31s) filth and recommend measures highly injurious, or 

useless The medical profess~on is shouldering a 
''For example, consider a girl in a family with a great responsibility if it allows the field of family 

number of other sisters, an older sister may limitation to be occupied by professional seducers 
throughout this lndlvldual's memory have received and sellers of patent medicine Birth Control clinics 
more attention, more thoughtful care, more oppor- under reputable medical leadership with nurses and 
tunities for social adulation, more attractive clothes, social workers could do a great deal to destroy the 
and more recreational outlets, while younger sisters, flow of obscene and poisonous literature and con- 
because they may serve father and mother as out- versation that comes from the "underworld " In 
lets for instinctive parental cravings, may he ob- the field of sex education there are probably more 
~ e c t s  of envy Soon we may have such a girl think- fallacies current among young people than in any 
mg that she 1s not as desirable as her sisters She other department of public health If  youth is to 

- 
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galn wholesome knowledge the experts must them- 
selves take the lnltlatlve and assume aggressive 
leadership and not w a ~ t  u n t ~ l  they are shoved, or 
led Into the movement by the non-expert 

No part of the B ~ r t h  Control movement 1s of 
greater importance for the prevention of delm- 
quency than ~ t s  emphas~s on durable, planned mar- 
nages, and thoughtful voluntary parenthood The 
concept of fam~ly formation should be taught boys 
and g ~ r l s  m early childhood That chlldren come 
because they are des~red, that ch~ldren must be pre- 
pared for, that they requlre adequate space, shelter, 
nurture, love, d~sclpline, education, med~cal atten- 
t~on ,  rel~glous and soc~al guidance, that as Douglas 
Thorn$ says, "bemg a parent 1s the biggest ~ o b  on 
earthn--th~s enlarged vlew of fam~ly hfe would 
reduce dellnquency and stop an appalling waste of 
childhood 

There 1s no panacea, no ready-made program for 
the control of dehnquency, but the B ~ r t h  Control 
movement, linked mth  an adequate sense of ~ t s  
deeper emot~onal and soclal values 1s a s~gntficant 
step m the r ~ g h t  dlrectlon 

THE T R U T H  ABOUT F R A N C E  
(Contsnued from page 310) 

able, are glven to  large famlhes The French 
Academy awards about ten such dowr~es One of 
these wh~ch emanates from a P a r ~ s ~ a n  busmess man 
permlts the award~ng of 90 pries of 25,000 francs 
each to poor famll~es comprlsmg at  least 9 ch~ldren, 
l~vlng or k~lled m the war, and from the one mar- 
rlage 

M M~chehn, the great manufacturer of automo- 
bile tlres, has ~ns t~ tu ted  a compet~t~on m t h  pnzes 
amounting to 120,000 francs, for a pamphlet vaunt- 
mg the benefits of a large populat~on F ~ v e  hundred 
thousand of these pamphlets have been pr~nted 
Actwe soc~etles, favored and subsld~sed by the 
State, mult~ply then efforts to prevent "dbnutalztt " 
Of these the prmclpal 1s "The League for Increas- 
mg the French Populat~on" The whole press, 
whether of the r ~ g h t  or of the left, ass~sts the gov- 
ernment and follows ~ t s  hrectlons 

I n  July, 1920, a law was passed whlch pun~shed 
by fine and ~mpr~sonment all anti-conceptional 
propaganda Art~cle  8 of t h ~ s  law menaces even 
"anyone who conducts a propaganda aga~nst  
the h~ r th  rate" mth  a fine of from 100 to 500 francs 
and from one month up  to  SIX months' Imprison- 
ment Thls law, wh~ch vlolates the fundamental 
pr~nciple of the famous declaration of the R~gh t s  - 
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of Man, permts a complete denlal of justlce No  
further propaganda is posslble under these condl- 
tlons Some m~lltant propagand~sts have been 
prosecuted, condemned, lmprlsoned and rulned 
Among these our comrade Eugene Humbert, to 
whom I call your speclal attention, has been the 
prlnclpal victlrn 

It 1s scarcely necessary to add that the preventme 
or represswe actlon of the government has had no 
effect on French conduct The blrth rate has 
not Increased since the apphcatlon of the law, quitc 
the contrary Irnmedlately after the return of the 
men from the war a hlgh marriage rate ensued, and 
the blrth rate In 1921 was 20 7, but I€ fell to 19 4 
in 1922, and to about 18 6 m 1923 w t h  a death rate 
of 16 9, glvlng a survlval rate of about 1 7, or a 
total natural Increase of population of 70,000 
None of the French mllltant Neo-Malthusians are 
discouraged They know the cause 1s won It is 
only poverty whlch compels them to silence As  
soon as the clrcurnstances and the means to recom- 
mend thelr actlvltles are available, they wlll not 
fall 

Already men of ~rnportance and of mdependent 
thought have rlsen agamst the Draconian meas- 
ures established by the natlonal bloc I n  Important 
works Dr Beltram, professor of the School of 
Medlclne of Marseilles, Dr Lascaux, and D r  
Gottschalk, have shown or suggested the futility or 
lnjunousness of specla1 laws concernmg Blrth Con- 
trol propaganda 

But it 1s lmportant that the workers of other 
countrles should asslst the task of the French propa- 
gandlsts They can do so by redoublmg the energy 
of them own efforts It is lmportant that the funda- 
mental objectlon of the French natlonahsts should 
fall Thls objectlon 1s that smce the population of 
Germany, and of Italy, mcrease rapldly, France 1s 
thereby placed m a state of mferlorlty, especially 
from the mllltary standpoint When all the Euro- 
pean countrles have taken France as them model 
In thls respect, our natlonahsts, so often mistaken, 
WLU use this argument m calhng for blrths 

A Congress such as the present should be the pre- 
cursor of an entente and of an mternatlonal action 
towards o b t a m g  complete llberty of Neo-Mal- 
thuslan propaganda m all countrles The day when 
throughout the world the good sense and bene- 
ficlal actlon of Neo-Malthusiamsm IS recopzed,  
w111 be the end of the soclal mfenorlty of woman- 
hood, and of war and human rmsery 

A human race, composed prmclpally of m- 
dlvlduals deslred and engendered by healthy 
parents, a race purified of all physlcal and mental 
degenerates, and m a stable equ~hbr~urn, wd1 re- 
place that of today-daughter of chance and Ignor- 
ance 
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