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OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE

Four Steps to Our Goal — Agitation, Education, Organization, Legislation

MARGARET SANGER, Edrtor

MARY SUMNER BOYD, Managing Edrtor

VoL I X OCTOBER, 1925 No 10
EDITORIALS
N December, the American Birth Control of theway It hasreached the pomt of forecasting

League will go to Congress for the first time
with a Birth Control Amendment to Section 211 of
the Postal Law The great work to be done in the
Fall will be to put all candidatesfor the Senate and
House of Representatives on record for or against
the ill before the November election and to follow
up those who are elected and enhst their active sup-
port even before they take their seats in Congress
For this we need all the help our members and sym-
pathizers n all states can give us |f you want to
help, write to the Secretary at the League head-
guarters, who will send you copies of the hill with
questionnaire to candidates attached |f you want
to help in another way you can send a check A
dollar will help, five will make you a member of
our Congressional Commuttee and ten will bring
you our blessmgsand a monthly report from Wash-
mgton

O we still really care whether 1t is a girl or’a
boy? Do “families consider a boy an asset,

a girl a habihty?’ It 1s hard to behieve that great
numbers of people still feel this way about the
relative value o the sexes, and yet the reception
given by the English press to Mrs Montieth Er-
skine’s book, ""Sex by Chaice,” would seem to 1n-
dicate that they do We have not read Mrs
Erskine’s book, 1t may or may not have any value
as a contribution to a subject that is now much dis-
cussed n scientific circles Mrs Erskine alone so
far elaims that she knows the secret of creating
male or female, but medical science has gone part

thesex of the unborn child

Dr Isaac Fred of the Jewish Matermty Hos-
pital, New York, has according to the Medical
Rewrew of Reuviews been able, by special blood test,
to judge correctly the sex of many hundred chil-
dren m utero That science will soon go farther
than this s the prediction of the English biologist
Juban Huxley, who states in an interview n the
London Da:ly Newsthat in fifty years the problem
of sex determunation will be solved H e adds how-
ever, that this may not be an unmixed blessing and
"beheves that the result may easily be chaos™ un-
less the direction of tius power is under scientific
control 'Wnith sex determination Professor Hux-
ley links Birth Control as a subject which scientific
bodies should be taking seriously, and recommends
that ""the controlling of these two very powerful
factors im human history” should be in the hands
of a Medical Research Council

With science thus set on taking these import-
ant matters out of the haphazard control of
nature, 1t 1 mteresting to know the latest figures
on the proportions of the sexes |n the Umited
States (census of 1920) it was 104 males to 100
females A compilation for Europe by Dr Maurel
has been given recently m the Bulletin de L’ 4 cade-
mie de Medeaine (Pans) It shows that most
European countries since 1865 show an excess of
boy babies | n Francethe latest figureis about 102
boysto 100 girls, in some other countries the excess
isgreater Maurel behevesthat the age of parents,
especialy of the father, has some influence, smce
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figures from Norway show that the younger the
father the greater the proportion o boys

T the opemng of the Sixth Assembly o the
League o Nations on September 7th, Paul
Painleve, the French Premier, Who dehvered the
opening address apologized, according to press re-
ports, "because greater efforts for peace had not
been put forth” by the League The way to help
the peace movement m a fundamental way 1s still
open It s two years sice France tried to have
mformation about contraception read into the ob-
scemty laws o the nations whch are members of
the League The effort was defeated, mamly 1t 1s
beheved by the efforts of England, and since then
England has gone far toward government support
of Bwth Control So we may hope that she will
soon be added to Holland as an active supporter
d Brrth Control n the League

HE Roman Cathohc opposition mm England,
forced to try to meet in other ways some o

the problems demanding Birth Control for their
solution, has presented a program for the rehef of
overpopulation The program, framed by Father
Deegan o Lecester 1s given i our news from
England With the excephon of one item it 1s
based from beginming to end on sdf control

This nurage of rehef for therr miseries—this pro-
gram based on emotiona starvation—s all the
greatest o the Christian churches has to offer its
children as the alternative for Bwth Control The
sf control whch would hmit a marmage to a
reasonablefamily of, say, three children meansthat
many years of married hfe must he passed in abso-
lute cehbacy

This church, o any mstitution i the world,
ought to know that such sdf control 1s a mirage
For more than fifteen hundred years the Roman
Cathohc Church has been trymg to enforce cehbacy
not upon the rank and file, but upon a picked body
of the hohest men in 1ts membership |tSexperience
1s told m one of thegreat source booksof mediaeval
history, Henry C Lea's “History of Sacerdotal
Cehbacy in the Middle Ages”

HE struggle began in thefourth century when

the Church irrevocably commutted itself to ap
unmarried priesthood Animmediate result wasthe
mstitution of the Agapetae, a body of young wo-
men m platomc relations with the monks and secu-
lar priests The Agapetae, 1t is hardly necessary
to state, soonlost its platonie character and became
oneof the most scandalous mstitutions of the early
mddle ages Nor was this the only scandal that
followed m the tram of sacerdotal cehbacy

Burth Control Review

The general situation in his hfetime 1s described
by St Augustme, himself one of those by whose
efforts sacerdotal cehbacy was unposed H e found
everywhere “ecclesiastics surrounded by young fe-
male daves and |leadmg an existence which differed
from matrimony only n the absence o the mar-
riage ceremony” ILake reports o conditions are
given century after century A stream of laws,
pumishments and supervisory wisits by church au-
thorties prove at once, says Mr Lea, "the hope-
lessnessd the attempt and the mcurable nature o
the disorders of which the church was at once the
cause and the victim ”

N the mnth century after long continued and

vigorous "' cleanups,” the Council at Aix found
that the convents were often brothels and that in
the monastaries the dema o appropmnate and
healthful affection led to fearful and unnatural
Crimes

By the tenth century the decenter parish clergy,
disgusted with the prevailing sacerdotal looseness,
began to take wives, sometunes, if they could find
hike-minded prieststo perform it, with the religious
ceremony, sometimes as concubmes, but even m
these cases 1n a permanent and honorable union
Sometunesall the priestsm a diocese were marned
I n one case where a higher church dignmitary pro-
tested they rephed that “marriage was necessary
to protect the church agamst the most hideous
vices -- | N certain Spamsh provinces mdeed, for
this very reason the parishioners compelled their
pansh pnests to marry Whether broken by im-
morality Or marnage, the law was adways, with
whatever penalties 1t was enforced throughout the
centuries, a dead letter wmath a large body of the
clergy Thefight for sacerdotal cehbacy was never
fought to a successful conclusion

Today the priesthood isa smaller classrelahvely
to the whole populahon, it can perhaps be reeruited
from that small group who have a vocahon for
asceticism In the Middle Ages not asceties alone,
but all peace-lovmg men and women sought refuge
m the rehgious hfe Of such as these s the worldly
man and woman of today and with such evidence
asthis of the impracticability of enforcing cehbacy,
or such sdf control m marnage as amounts to
cehbacy on the rank and file, we can only agree
with Athenagoras, one of the early fathers of the
Church who opposed the mauguration o the prae-
tice, that ""that law 1s not from God whch enjomns
upon us practices contrary to our nature ”’

Mr Leas study hasa moral not only for Roman
Cathohcs, but for all those who behevethat sex and
population problems can be solved by the magic
formula Self -control
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Mice and Men
B/ C C LiTnED S

FRIEND o tmne, a scientist who 1s mter-

ested in the breeding of mice for genetic
purposes, was not so very long ago sittmg 1n his
laboratory with a box down on thefloor at the side
of him, and 1n the box were two mice, both of them
very reputable gentlemen mice One was g black
mouse with g little white collar-hke ring around his
neck, and the other was a frowsy, somewhat battle-
scarred old mouse who had spent lis hfe m the
causeof science.*

My friend had been reading Burns and had read
somethmg about the best-laxd plans of mce and
men, when he fell mto a doze and became a httle
deeper adeep and suddenly found, to lus amaze-
ment that he wasno longer sitting there in the chaw
but that he was n g white-walled room with g wire
cover ontt, and helooked up through the wire roof,
and there sitting at g table beside the room that he
was m were these two enormous mice, one the

rown, frowsv cientific moise, and the other a
lack mouse with a small white’ o5]15r around his

neck, and they were discussing things rather ac-

tively and the subject seemed to be on the question
Taitat Theaeme

Box hstened and “wondered “what "Was “goIng o

happen to him, but couldn’t help being interested

n this discussion thftaglasgl%gﬁlg on. %‘Pe% b];n;vg:

mouse _, q «
hgion lw‘anmg earn what you people really do

beheve about this matter of Birth 1
1t 1s hard for you to realze that Icé)lgti%negtgfng

terested, but 1 am Tell usabout it ”

T H E black mousesaid, ""Well. we beleve that it
15 quite proper to Jjrmt the number of progeny

by abstmence, by no sex mtercoursedf any kind”—

he hesitated a httle before usmg the term “‘sex m-

tercourse” but he said, “We may as Well be frank,
by not mdulging 1n sex intercourse Of coursethere

are special cases where it might Be proper for hus-
band and wife to hve apart in order to bring that
about, but we can’t countenance this use of mech-
amcal or other methods to prevent the production
of children It 1s wicked, it 1s wrong, it a sinful ”

The brown mouse said, “Well, that interests me

a good deal You say that Birth Control by contra-
ceptive methodsis am, and you say that Birth Con-

trol by celtbacy or by continence — perfectly all

® Excerpts from an address at the Sxxth International Neo-
Malthusian and Birth Control Conference

right Now, do you believe, Or do you not, that sex
mtercourse has any other function than the mere
production of children? |sit under any other eir-
cumstances legitimate or proper?'*

The black mouse said, ""Yes, that 1s a question
which sometimes 1s decided one way and sometimes
another Personally | see no objection to 1t under
proper circumstances ”

“Well,” said the brown mouse, “we know, then,
that you admt, to start mth, that sex mtercourse
m 1tself may not be wrong if properly conducted,

that 15 under the proper circumstances ..

"Yes," said the white mouse

"Now," said the brown mouse, "that 1 an mter-
estmg condition Do | understand that you would
say that 1t was quite proper for married people to
have sex mtercourse at a so-cadled safe period,
physiologically |s that proper accordmg to your
viewpoint ?”’

“Well,” said the black MOUSE, “yes, that would
be entirely proper That 1s stmply Usmg a natural
condition Of affarrs, that 1s simply usmg—”

AN D the brown mouse mterrupted him and said,

“That 1s sumply using a natural eriod a
which you can introduce mto the situation & mentaf
obstruction just as mechameal, as conscious, as
planned and as real as any other contraceptive
method ever thought of There 3s no naturalness
about that particular safe period |f you were not
reasomng, if you were hiot usmg your reasomng,
to utihze a physiological condition, that hne o
argument which you have advanced wouldn't be
possible ”

“T suppose so,” said the black mouge
*Then ¥ the hrown mouse went on, “2f you admt

thet s quite proper fo e that mformaop, wh
admit tgmt sex ntercourse under some circum-
stances 1s proper, and if you admit that you can
use the safe periods physiologically, why do you
object to the other jmethods? +1€T€ 1S yeqlly no
dufference Whatever
The black mouse mterrupted and he sard, “Oh,
but you have You have a very ggave difference,

because if you use any conscious means o contra-
ceptive treatment, you won’t have any progeny at

all 3
The brown mouse came right back and said, “As

far as | know, there 1s no method entirely satis-
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factorv, and if the powers that be make 1t possible
for the safe period not aways to be safe, surely
they can take advantage of a method that s not
entirely safe”

Therewas a sort of an uncomfortable pause that
followed that They hoth pot shightly cool toward
each other At that pomt the brown mouse seemed
to become as | said, somewhat imnatient H e pot
up and delivered himself of something hke the fol-
lowing statement “It seems to me that you have
mixed your logie Either, to review verv brefly,
sex intercourse without offspring 1s right or wrong
If wrone, then vou must not use the safe perod
or any other method and vou must discourage mar-
rages 11 which sterihity 1s known to occur You
can't he logical and allow intercourse under those
conditions But if it 1s right without that, then you
admit 1ts value If you admit 1ts value you must
utilize 1t to the fullest possible extent of its phvsio-
Iogical and psvchologieal possihilities | f 1t 1s rnight,
have 1t right, and if 1t 1s wrong, eliminate 1t

"By simply using safe pertods, you do not utihze
wen the physiological knowledge which you and
| have You actuallv trv to outwtt nature, for 1t
15 that perod undoubtedly nt which nature says
that 1t 1s not economical or normal to have sex inter-
course Look at all thehistory of the lower animals
and you will see that Evolutionanly there 1s no
argument for it as a natural haht at that time
Y ou, therefore, in advocatmg that time are really
entirely 1llogical and you are not natural 1t seems

Bzrth Control Review

a peculiar thing to me, as a scientist, that you take
that viewpoint

"I1f too you are going to make it natural psy-
chologically, why msert the element of douht and
fear and uncertamnty that comes with using a
method like a safe physiological period Why hint
at the possihity of punmshment? Why not use a
more ntellhigent and more defimte method™

It seemed to me, as my friend told me ths, that
those two mxce were depicting very clearly a conds-
tion that actually exists We all know that the
Roman Catholic Church does not hold a view very
different from that which the black mouse outlined
We all know that they are attemptme; to explamn
this situation, to put 1t forward on the basis of what
they honestly believe to be mght It seems, there-
fore, a question of right on our part to look into
the logie of that situation, unemotionally, with all
the intellicence and mterest and tolerance that we
can possibly bring into play, and if we do it seems
to me that we must admit that if that Church or
any other alows or sanctions sexual intercourse at
any period other than for the produection of chil-
dren, that then that Church must, in the logical
conclusion, see that to make mtercourse safer and
without the feeling of dread and fear and worry 1s
better,—if they are going to enter that business at
al, f they are going to admt 1t 1s right under any
eircumstances, 1t seemsonly fair to ask them to eon-
sider seriously the extension of their logic to 1ts
proper conclusion

The Differential Birth Rate*

By Raymonp PearL, P D

VERY one who has thought seriously of the
soctal mnpheations of either the eugenies or

the Birth Control movements has been puzzled and
disturbed by the phenomenon of differential birth
rates |f he has thought at all correctly about the
matter he has perceived that in this phenomenon
Lies perhaps one of the greatest existing obstacles
blocking the way to the fairly speedy attamnment
of at least some part of that earthly millenum of
which both these modern gospels paint such a glow-
g picture The wrong kind of people have too
many children, and the mght kind too few It
almost seems as though some perverse daemon pos-
sessed human kind, and made them do exactlv the

® Read at the Sixth International Neo-Malthusian and Birth
Control Conference, New York City, March 28, 1925

opposite of what a really enlightened self-interest
would indreate to be the right thing

Thus recent figures on the relative fertility of
different occupations in England and Wales show
that the number of children per 100 married
couples, when the age of the occupied husband 1s
below 55 years are asfollows for teachers 95, non-
conformist mimisters 96, Church of England clergy
101, physicans and surgeons 103, authors and
editors 104, policemen 153, postmen 159, carmen
207, dock laborers 231, barmen 234, mners 258,
and general laborers 438 It s a long way from
the 95 children per 100 married couples of the
teachers to the 438 per 100 of the general laborers

A n mstructive aspect of thefiguresin the United
States census 1s brought out by comparmng the
brrth rate in each state for natme-born mothers,
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with the estimated value of all property per capita
of population of 1922 in the same states The per
capita wealth figures used are the official pubhshed
dataof the Department of Commerce

It is at once evldent when this comparison
is made that generally in those states where the
birth rate is high the average per capita wealth is
low, the net correlation between the birth rate per
1,000 women and the aserage per capita value of
all property when population (asof 1920) is held
constant—in order to free the result of spurious
correlation—is
— 0615 =

r =

e

This is not only significant, but a relatively lagh
correlation

+ 0086

The evidence so far presented, of which a great
deal more might be adduced, is, | think, sufficient
to establish the first point in my argument, which
1s that in general there is a definite correlation be-
tween birth rate and poverty But poverty in turn
is a substantially accurate relative measure of the
gquality of the physical and biological environment
of human beings The envlronment of the very
poor is hard in every respect, food, shelter, work
and fatigue, recreation, all these elements are far
harsher in their impact upon human beings stricken
with poverty than upon people of weath The
very poor man cannot control his environment to
the benefit of his happiness and well-being except
m a degree shght and mmsigmificant as compared
with that in which the rich man can control his

ExviRoNMENT AND BiRTH RATE

Withoutfor thepresentinquiring atall astowhy
the poor man came to be poor, or continues to be
so, 1t 1s the plam fact that the very poor livein a
physically and biologically harsh and inadequate
environment, while somethmg about the opposite
of this is true of the very rich So then the-first
point of the argument may be stated in ths way
it appears to be generally the fact that there 1s an
mverse or negative correlation mamfest amongst
human bemgs between the birth rate and the bio-
logical quahty or adequacy of the environment for
the maintenance of human comfort and well-being
Thenature of ths correlation isthat the better the
envlronment, the more comfortable and lgher the
standard of hvmng, the lower the birth rate and
mce Versa

My second pomt is that there are, | beleve,
grounds for supposing that 1t is the very harshness
and mnadequacy of the human environment which
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" The cure for the defects of Btrth Con-
trol," saysDr Pearl :n effect,paraphrasing
the expresston of a political philosopher in
regard to democracy, “us more, and more
democratic Btrth Control"

is the Inevitable and mdeed necessary concomitant
of real poverty, which tends both directly, and n-
directly through psychological reactions, to produce
a high birth rate  And, on the other hand. it seems
to me to be equally clear that the probably super-
optimal environment, biologically speaking, which
even moderate wealth 1s able to command. tends
both directly and indirectly to low fertihty and
even a good deal of actual sterility Not only do
the well-to-do have many other pleasurable outlets
for nervous energy besides the sexual, but also
they are generally acquainted with the best methods
of contraception Both of these factors tend to
lower the class birth rate All wealth 1s of course
relative | am not referring solely to the ghttering
opera patron of the metropolis A's compared with
real poverty the environmental situation of what
are called middle-class people-even the college
professors—is hiologically adequate

The implication of the preceding paragraph is
that there is a correlational nexus or pathway of
the following sort Relative wealth makes possible,
and 1s correlated with a relatively favorable and
easy environment for human existence On the
physical side this means better food, housmg, etc
On the psychologica side 1t means more avenues
and opportunities of recreation, more vared in-
tellectual interests, and generally wider outlets for
nervous energy These things in turn, it is sug-
gested, correlate with a lessactive sex hfe, and with
a lower birth rate At the other economic extreme
we have the opposite picture Poverty correlates
with a poor environment for human existence, with
poor food and housmg, and on the psychological
side restricted opportunities for reereation, narrow
mtellectual interests, and generally few rehable
outlets for the speedy and satisfactory relief of
nervous tension This situation correlates with
more frequent sexual activity and a higher birth
rate

Tax Poor aND Tax UNFIT

I n support of this suggestion as to the correla-
tionsinvolved | havea massof definite and directly
pertinent statistical evidence, based upon the sex
hfe of normal peoplein groups of the population
of different economic, cultural and intellectual

{Continusd on page 300)
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“Ears Polite""

Under this head, suggestive of our self-conscrous atfitude toward sex educatron, the" Journal of
Social Hygrene" publishes the excellent edrtorral which we reprint in part

X education 1s bemg steadily adopted into
more schoals, recogmzed by more fathers and
mothersasone d the mescapable responsibilities of
parenthood The conviction grows that children
and young people have a right to be taught i sex
matters, and that we must somehow tell them, early
(ajnd frankly, what we have come to call "'the facts
].lfe »

Probably no one in this generation will do it
thoroughly well Old taboos do not mdeed go
easily Hahbits of thought once set in childhood hold
us—hdd all of us—far longer and morefirmly than
we Iike to admit What ssem the blatant mndeh-
cacies and dangerous expermentations of the
present are probably the result we should have
known we would have to expect, for a while, from
the clouded and sporadic sex teachmg which s
about the best we can yet do But we shall do a
great deal better The parents and the teachers o
to-day, the best o them, are themselves held by
thew own childhood ideas, old thoughts which they
do not beheve, reluctances they disavow, attitudes
of the mind and tenuous cobwebs of old msappre-
hensions which thew mtellects reject but which
fetter thew freedom none the less While we are
s0 handicapped, our teachmg 1s under mhibitions
which make 1t come uncertainly and clouded even
though the mhibition 1s agamst our judgment and
our will, even though 1t 1s without our clear con-
sciousness

WE cannot yet stand wholly erect m the pres-
ence d great sanctities we have insulted

Too many centuries our racecalled theflesh ignoble
and thought sex Inherently unclean—thought only
cehbacy beautiful 1n the eyes d heaven—only w-
gty dime— the soul created to be good, and the
poor body wrapped mahgnantly around it for its
perplexity and its hfelongtral When the teachers
d children have moved far enough away from the
thought-inheritances of those old days to be wholly
umnhibited by them, then they can let the knowl-
edge of the physiclogy of sex, and the meaning of

love and marrage and parenthood and the great
creative emotions unfold gradually in the under-
standing o Iittle children with the punity of utter
naturalness, and deepen mn the thoughts of youth

mnto conceptions o mspirmg beauty and ligh obh-
gation, the rich and joyousheart of human hfe

E arestill in an early stage of sex education

The way we think d 1t 1s still farrly truth-
fully expressed by the phrase above—"“one of the
mescapable responsibihties of parenthood” While
we think of 1t as mescapable, and a duty, we have
not gone very far, nor shall we succeed very wel
Presently we shall see it, mstead, as one of the
beautifully natural unfoldings, hke looking on and
stretchmg a hand when the baby takes s first
lovely, tottery stepsaone |t will be hke watchmg
the school boy explore the great umverse with his
eager mind and catch one after another o grown
men's 1nterests—sociology, the great sciences, the
great arts It will be hke the other llumtable privi-
leges and happiness of parenthood, hke proudly
watchmg the elild grow mto a man and stretching
a hand to im when he needsit, rejoieing to stretch
it It will not be a duty foreseen and deferred, or
foreseen and accepted and accomphshed once for
al, resolutely It will be an exchange d thoughts
between the ehildren and their fathers and mothers,
a gradual coming to understand, a transmission of
1deals, a contagion o aspirations, happenmg no-
body knows when or how, but happenmg, permeat-
mg childhood

W e have not come to a real sex education yet
We are shil very self-conscious, very morahzing
We meet emergencies, we scatter warnmngs, we
dehver lectures We are mdway, fettered by the
unforgotten thoughts of the generations belund us
bewildered and unsteadied by the dawning thoughts
of the generation ashead And we are a closely cor-
porate raoe—we humans We have to move for-
ward together

Al that we have ahead Is not to be arrived at
m a day He who plants an oak tree and he who
plants an idea must love the future more than the
present, for both are o very dow growth

It still remasns unrecogmzed that to brmg a child mto
exsstence wthout a fawr prospect of besng abk not only
to promde food for sts bedy, but snstructson and trasmng
for sts mnd, s amoral crvme both agawmnst the unfortunaie
offsprng and agasnst socsety —Joun StuarT My
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Goldie Grasshopper

By ErEanor RowLAND WEMBRIDGE

CHAPTER I

" Thetragrc member of the :trregular love
triangle 15 the child who should never have
been born ”

—A DEeacoNess oF THE EriscoraL CHURCH

RA CI E was the large brunette at oneend o
the chorus mm the Bantam Burlesque, and
Goldie was the small girl at the other end, who by
much apphcation o peroxide and lemon juice, had
succeeded m becoming a gilt-edged blonde Gracie
was 19, had a big resonant voice, and did the senti-
mental songs, as well as the " coon-shoutmg™ and
"blues” Goldie was17 and her voiee was nothmg
but arasp, squealed off-key through her nose But
she had that mysterious possession known as "a
good hne,” did some funny eccentric dances, and
the audiences at the Bandbox were not particular
about them music prowvided the girls were hvely
As was to be expected, each girl admired her own
accomphshments prodigiously, and expressed a
voluble scorn and suspicion of her rival mn a jeal-
ousy which added much thrill and excitement to
their hves

But each had other admirers beside hersdf
Gracie was often met after the show by a heavy
man reported to be of great wealth in the tobacco
business NoO one knew much about hm But
Goldie was m love with Jake, the solo saxaphomst
in the orchestra H e was deek and shiny of ham,
with narrow patent leather pumps, and the blackest
of black eyes He could sob on his saxophone m
every trick position mvented by jazz clowns, and
he and Goldie had invented a few dancesm whch
he would leap to the stage and dance with her,
mmtating her nasal wads on his instrument as they
danced Ths was really very funny, for both of
them had streaks of the genuime comedian m them,
aswell as some acrobatic skill, and Jake m his way
was a rea musician He relished the humor o
Goldwe’s smgng which was 0 poor that she madea
feature d it, and the imtation of it with lus throb-
bmg horn was the very spimt of buffoonery

It was just before Chnstmas and the Bantam
was domg its biggest busmness, somewhat handi-
capped by the absence of Gracie, who had vaguely

disappeared, and was supposed to have gone df
with her stout tobacco merchant Goldie therefore
had everything her own way But mn spite of the
hohday gaiety, she was somewhat out of sorts, had
a cold which took the edge doff her singing, and a
Iimp whch prevented her dancmg, and altogether
was not makmg the most of her opportumty of
bemng, for the present, so unexpectedly nd of her
rival  On one desperately cold night, wath the ther-
mometer droppmg lower hour by hour and the
wind Iike a kmfe, Goldie crept down the back
stairs of the theatre the moment her song was over,
ran through the alley and mto the street leading
towardthelake It wasnot hkely to befrequented
at this hour d a freezng mght and she took some
odd haltmg steps down the icy sidewalk—not an
eccentric dance, but morem the natured a stagger

TUB KELLY the tax: driver, ghding dowly
about looking for alate passenger, watched her
with a ssgh  These show girls with them theatrical
dashes to the lake, from which some repentant es-
cort was supposed to drag them, bored Stub, es-
Pecially on cold mghts H elooked back of him to
ind the escort " She's soused, and 0 s he, hkely
But that kind pay pretty wdl,” he reflected, so he
dowly followed the swaying Goldie, although he
could detect no suttor mn the offing " Wonder where
she gets her moonshine |t sure has got a kick,"
he mused, as he discreetly rolled along behind her,
honking mwitingly at intervals "That girl's
pickled Shell freezeif her sweetie don't turnup ”
But still no "sweetie’” appeared, and to Stub’s sur-
prise, Goldie suddenly struck off from the road and
started over the dimgy show toward & tree on the
dump
Thelakewasfrozen n great cakeswhch creaked
and rumbled and cracked in theicy wind Onelone
tree bent mward from the strong lake blast
Agamst its trunk Goldie stumbled and leaned,
clutching 1t spasmodically, whde Stub watched her
and sighed agam |f there was one passenger he
hated worse than the kind he thought she was be-
fore, it was the kind he knew she was now Like
any tam-driver of experience he had them from
tune to tune, and hke them all, he dreaded them
above all things, and wanted to beat a retreat at
once Goldie would never have been the wiser if
he had, for she saw neither him nor anythmg m the
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wide universe but her tree  Nor would anyone else
have known An anonvmous cal to the nearest
police station would satisfy almost any taxi-con-
Bcrence

T just happened that m» such cases Stub was
known to be Irish and a " softy,” and for some
reason the Goldzes, as he admitted “got his goat”—
in a world where not many things did So he drove
to the curb nearest the lakefront dump and honked,
mildly at first, then with morevigor |t wasevident
however, that Goldie did not hear im H e sighed
agam and climbed down from the seat and walked
toward her "Want some help, girhe?’ he smd
gently  The words might have been those of a pro-
fessional " gas-hawk," but they were not uttered in
tones of blandishment nor was there a trace of co-
quetrv m thestare which Goldie turned toward him
Her hat was pushed over her face, on which the
pant stood out n purple patches against her hwnd
cheeks The wind howled and blew the snow
gusts off the blocks of lake Ice through which an
arc hight threw its blue glare on Goldie’s distorted
mouth It was drawn back from her teeth, and
twisted into a glance of agony, as she shpped down
her tree toward the ice beneath it

"How about a ride home. kidde? Need your
mother, don't you?” shouted Stub agamst the wind
Then he muttered ""Oh Hell," pieked her up laid
her n the car, and headed for the hospital with h:s
foot on the gas

"Found her by the lake," he explaned to the
mght nurse, who gave her patient one look and told
the orderly to ""make it snappy" " She won't tell
her name, but she looks hike the kid who dances at
the Bantam ” " That Bantam!" snorted the nurse
and shrugged her shoulders She had met some
members of 1ts chorus before

T HE: next morming found Goldie lyinginaward,
very dazed and sullen Her daze and sullen-
ness were so complete that they amounted almost
toastupor She looked neither to the right nor to
the left She would not speak to the nurses, nor
answer when they spoketo her She wasfilled with
resentment so utter and absorbing that her face
was aged and hardened by 1t The Goldie of yes-
terday would not have wanted to look so old and
pinched, but the Goldie of today did not care She
wondered that she Irved at all, she was so enraged
with hfe The head nurse came 1 and looked her
over, pushed her shghtly to one side of the bed and
laad a small bundle beside her ™Y our son wants
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you," she remarked briefly and left the two to-
gether A spasm of rage rose up m Goldie’s breast
and almost stifled her She wondered that they
dared leave a child beside her, when they ought to
know that she would murder 1t But she did not
move a muscle She lay in the same apathy of re-
sentment, while other nurses with other bundles
hurred to and fro down the ward There seemed
to be a general ecommotion as of a frog pond on a
spring evenung When al the hittle frogs start chirp-
g at once From forty httle throats came forty
vanations of the same refrain in which some shrill
soprano croakings stood out agamnst the lustier
background of stout young baritones and basses

DDENLY the unquenchable comedian mn
Golde beran to titter "l bet Jake could do
that on the old horn" she thought, and there was a
Iittle squurm at her side and a squeak as meffectual
as her own singmg voice jomed feebly m the frog-
gish chorus She was so startled at this sound that
she forgot her rage for one instant, and mmvolun-
tanly glanced mto the bundle There, swathed mn
blankets and with a towel shpping over his fore-
head —there was Jake blinking up at her mth hs
shiny black eyes, playing a trick saxophone m his
throat Goldie was completely taken back at this
apparition Shelay gazing at 1t in silence, then she
twitched the towd still further over one black eve,
"Jake on a jag—for the Lord's sskel” she whis-
pered stanng But she shut her eyes as she saw a
nurse approaching

Golde still lay asmn a trance, but wrth new and
even more overwhelming sensations added to her
daze What preposterous httle creature had the
effrontery to he squawking at her side? She had
hitherto 1gnored the very possibihity of his exist-
ence She had turned from the sometimes msistent
warnig Of his advent, with a skill bred of years of
1gnoring all obligations which she did not mean to
meet She had run away from rent collections and
food hills She had escaped the installment agent
by way of the back door, and the pohee, more than
once, by the fire escape It must be possible some-
how to dodge a helpless httle nobody who so
dumbly but so persistently accompamed her like
her shadow But here he was—gazing at her with
thefixed 111-focussed stare of the newly-born " No
one ever out-lamped me yet," she reflected and
glared back at him as soon as the nurse was out of
sight The httle black eyes did not waver Then
there was a prodigrous yawn and his eves shut
"Wore hin out,” thought Goldie turmng away,
much pleased with herself —but glanced back to

(Continued on page 300}
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On Rustic Trails and City Streets

By Amy YUENGLING

Kitty Marron appears on our cover this month and Muss Yuenglrng tells the story of her expertience
as a novrce rn open-arr selling N o onewho hasnot trred rt can reafize the courage st takes to sell the
REVIEW on the street, and no one who s not close to the work can ertrmate the value rn contacts we
could not make otherwrse, of thrs form of publrcrty for Birth Control

THERE 1s a deep mterest in Birth Control m
this part o the State On my motor trip home
from the Conference | took a supply of literature
Theres a trail along the route and some intensive
spots in a particularly small area we covered mail
box by mall box It was wonderfully interesting
to see how gladly people responded to the idea
wherever we offered them lhterature We could
have talked with anyone of them for hours We
could but mtroduce the subject and let the paper
or the ledflet tell the tale | also furmshed nurses
and doctors at the hospital in Buffalo with some of
the magazines and they are keenly Interested there
One of them, Dr Lothrop, spoke before the Ere
County Medical Association a few weeks ago on
Birth Control and also at the Homeberg Nurses
Club on “Restriction of Population,” chieflv from
the pont of view of poverty and charity and taxa-
tion Weare just completing a big United Chan-
ties Drive for some $600, 000and the speakers had
to stress the pomt that they are most forward-look-
mg 1in dezling with this problem of the need for
chanty It was hard to get the money too

| had a wonderful day at Macy’s | sold every
oneof the Reviews and to a wide variety of folks—
men and women | presume we all meet the same
mtroduction 1n street selling—for a sharp-eyed and
tongued Irish woman was my first mnquirer—but
she only spoke to say, " Was the likes of me lower-
g myself to have anything to do with that?”
And | smled and said, "Yes indeed” She just
snorted and passed on! One thing | carefully
watched was the eyes of the passersby and as | held
the Bmerer ContROL. REVIEW high and where 1t
could be read without effort, | observed that every
parr of eyesfocused directly upon 1t! Expressions
were vaned — some most friendly, somevery eymeal
and the whole gamut between—as well as many
poker faces.

Three very poor girls came to buy during the
day to whom one could see the very words on the
magazine were hke a havenm astorm Onewasan
Italian girl only 27 years old, the mother o four
children She was so shabby and told me a story

much like the letters of Mrs Sanger's Another
was a German grirl, a worn-out mother phvsically
and n her apparel too, and the third also a foreign
type—| cannot now exactly recall but | would say
a moron as well Who ever says the poor do not
want Birth Control or would not uset? L et them
just sell the REviEw on a busv street corner and he
suddenly aware of those mutely appealing eyes at
one's elbow —because they approach one o silently
and apparently without warming They do not
come like the modern ntellectual type, head up and
smiling, saying, “This 1s splendid, | want to buy
one of your papers,” as did another of my pur-
chasers | gave the three poor mothers the address
of the chinie, hoping that each had heart disease,
kidney trouble or tuberculosis— anyoneor all three!
Surely they seemed worn enough to be tubercular
and knowing what poverty meansin scanty food—
surely they might well beill

IT 1s an education to see folks from the angle of

selling ReviEws on street corners and talk with
people with just that as an introduction! A voung
boy passed and stopped long enough to say that
while he agreed in some of 1t, he could not go the
wholeway | asked him how old he wasand he said
sixteen | told hum that with so open a mind at six-
teen, he would sometime come to understand more
fully what he was st:ll unable to agree with at pres-
ent And he said, "Well, I’ll see” One woman
told meshehad passed in front of me six times, each
time hoping to get up enough courage to step up
and buy a paper She finally concluded that if |
was brave enough to stand there, she could mustex:
up enough courage to stop She talked with me
about an hour and in that time was amazed how
easily they sold T think she learned a deal from
talk“;ﬁ and watchmg others mr that hour She
seemed to be a very splendid woman

Men bought as freely as women—m fact |
thought moreeagerly

Sometimes the steady flow of well-dressed and
apparently self-centered women made me to
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ponder upon some very disturbing thoughts that
roseto my rmnd One meident that 1s a vivad pie-
ture 1In my rmnd was of two rather young women,
eech holding on to a httlegirl’s hand They waked
behind one another and spokeloud One looked at
the magazine pleasantly as she passed and called
to her friend "Oh, say, let's buy one” The other
woman seemed cross and jerked at the arm of her
httle girl and saxd "No, come ai**

I was a good deal pamed to watch the harried
expressions Of thefolksas they passed all day long
Thebusiness of hving seemed a drab and dull affarmr
to most o them Somelugged at bundles—thers
appeared uncomfortable and it was the unexpected
to see a redly beautiful and happy facal expres-
ston Men carred armfulsdf clothespast me Boys
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trundled carts o coats and swts past The busy-

nessof people just passmgand repassing attendmg
to trivial details of hiving fasemated me From bits
of conversation overheard, one could learn how
sunple were some d these serious problems of hfe
bemg solved that day One woman was hunting
shoes—yet probably had more shoes at home t han
shecould ever wear out There was a wedding gift
bemg sought Would this bride gamn the knowledge
that would help her plan her ife to its best ends —
I wondered? Agan it was this being sought, an-
other tune that, just a ceasdess actinity it seemed
to me, whde great and umportant things were wait-
mg the power and strength d these same minds

I could not help but recall that old saying, **Nero
fiddles whde Rome burns” A good many seemed
very busy domg nothing

Poems of Desperate Motherhood

TOO LATE

Sadie said

Jim looked so swell,

I thought that all was well
Nobody told me how

Has folks was crazy now
Since | have a son

The mischief’s done

| didn’t know until too late
That love would turn to hate
Why didn’t you tell me

It wouldn't have to be?

AN OLD WOMAN SAID

"Thelast of my children s dead
And buned today,” an old woman saxd
""There was eeven in all

Counting from Mabel to Paul ”
The neighbors said, "*She 1s brave”
When each was laid 1n a grave
“Children comfort the old,

I swhat | wastold

But now | have found

Hawving 'em to lay 1n the ground,
I's not th Almghty’s way,

But dewil’s play ”

—Marcarer Lorine THOMAS

UNMARRIED

| wll seek an artist

I have heard

That women in my condition
Are much sought as models

For facial expression

‘What a sweet picture of despair
I should make!

INTELLIGENTZIA

| thought | was mtelligent
Hawving spent some years
Upon a higher education,
How amusing was my mustake,
Since any beast

I'samaster of the art

Of procreation'!

DESERTED WIFE

| could
Rip apart my pmk opera cloak
With the ermne collar
For blankets
But | will wait
Perhaps it may be
Stll-born
— FLorenceE MavyNE Hicexy
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THE OYERLOOKED FACTOR

A man that owned a fine dog, and by a careful selection
of 1its mate, had bred a number of anmmals but httle lower
than the angels, fell in love wath his washer-woman, mar-
ned her and reared a famly o dolts

“Alas™ he exclauned, "contemplatmmg the melancholy
result, **Had | but chosen a mate for mysdf with half the
care that | did for my dog | should now be a proud and
happy father

"I'm not so sure of that,”" said the dog, overheanng
the lament '*There's a difference, certamly, between your
whelps and mne, but | flatter mysdf that it 1s not due
altogether to the mothers You and | are not entirely
alike ourselves”

Awmprose Bierce
in The Monk and the Hangman's Daughter” (A & C Boni)

PROBLEM
By E RaALPH CreynEY

One Park Avenue mansion

Plus one Bar Harbor cottage

Plus one Lake Como mila

T o be divided by one lonely httle boy
Plus two parents and several servants

One East Side tenement room
To be divaded by

One Itahan boy

Plus one colored boy

Plus two Armeman girls

Plus any number of adults

Equate

Answer
What except Birth Control?

Only this very mormmng | baptized a poor httle mte
born out of due time, and which one feels should never
have been begotten to1ts fleeting dreadful Sum experience
and suffermgs T o those who would condemn me for this
feeling | would say *ILave 1n a human hutch 1z a filthy
and ldeous slum for, say, twelve months '—A Clergyman
of the Church of England

The Sunday News (London) quotes Count Karolyr as
saying

" There are but three solutions—other than the fatal
one o war——to Europe's problems They are emigration,
Birth Control or the colonization of Europe in Europe,
by which | mean the distmbution of the land to the
people

285

OUR CONTRIBUTORS

C C Lattle, biologast and until recently preazdent
of Maine University, 18 NnOW presmdent d the
Unzoersity of Michigan and presudent d the
International Pederatron o Barth Control
Leagues

Raymond Pearl s head d the Department d Bio-
metrics of Johns Hopkins Unsversity

Eleanor Rowland Wembridge, former professor o
psychology at Mt Holyoke and Reed Col-
leges, 18 now psychologist 0 the Women’s
Protectzve Association o Cleveland, Ohio

Amy Yuengling 12 a former suffragist and an actrve
worker for Berth Control

Baroness Keikich: Ishimoto, a Japanese femanast,
u founder of the first Birth Control organsza-
tamen Japan

Malcolm H Bussell 15 Associate Professor o Ge-
ology at Bryn Mawr College and president
o the Eastern Pennsylvama Bzrth Control
League

Hornell Hart u Carola Woerishofer Professor of
Social Science at Bryn Mawr

"OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES"

One of the mothers who came for help to the Chmeal
Research Department of the American Bairth Control
League, was sent there by her httle boy, 11 years old—
not led there by hand but led by his mfluence He came
i from school one day holding the folder **Can You Af-
ford a Large Family ¥ '*See Mother,"" he ened, 'What
| found in the street Youd better go to that place
There's five of us kids now and you ought to give us a
fair chance”

"Oh, | don't know," the mother rephed, nevertheless
reading the leaflet eagerly

The next day she talked it over with a naghbor and
they both decided to go without making too much d a
parade of it before the chddren In spite of all theiwr
precautrons the boy met them 1n the doorway all dressed
up

'Where are you going, mother?"* he asked ''Oh, we
are going to the dentist Weve both got a toothache *

""No you're not, mother, you're gomng to that place
Anyway, you ought to You ought to take a rest and
ocome out with us children sometimes, mstead of always
having a baby ”

So that's the way this mother came to the Chnical Re-
search Department

Ad ademocrat, | will agree to no attempt to coerce the
penple fOr thesr own good — ROBERT BLATCHFORD
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DEATH.

Birth Control Review

IN-LIFE

“Ths 18 death And where Les life? W e charge you to find st out ”—Zona GALE

Long hours and low pay arc the lot of the poor man The lot of the poor woman & heavier
stsll—longer hours and the double burden of feeding end carng for a household to whose numbers her
own body adds year by year A death-lske slavery,” one o them calls st and they look to uS to free

them and open the doors to a fuller hife

“1 W sh | Would Never Wake Up"
QOhio

I have had 4 children mn 6 years and now | am going
to have another my husband 1s sick and cannot work so
| have to go to work and he stays with the children |
work in an office bullding nights doing cleaming While
emptyng an waste paper basket | found a copy of Bmrn
Coxntror Review and have deaided to write to you If
you can tell me what to do not to have any more children
please please let me know for | am so tired of this hfe
which t0 me 1s misery Every time | lay down for the 2
or 3 hours seep | get | wish | would never wake up
Please help me if you can

‘Unhappy and Forever Uncertam”
Washington

Just another to add to your countless enes of despair
Why i the world dont they leave women hke you alone
to help us Mrs Sanger | certainly need your help |
have three babies only a year between oldes one and twins,
10 m old and know | am going to have another in 7 mos
or so | sometimes think I'd rather die | have no fnends
as my people would throw up therr hands in horror if |
even said | did not want all the babies the Lord sends me
My husband is deeply superstitious in that respect also
and says | must not try to keep from having them, though
he has neither rehgion or superstition to stay him in his
actions Hedrinks (hootch) constantly and | never have
any money We hve poorly and | cant even afford the
services Of an abortiomst of | could I'd certainly go there
Oh Mrs Sanger how can | take care o mysdf to keep
1t from happenng again even if my husband would have
know about it | just flounder around in the dark un-
happy and forever uncertain Have not very good health,
a second rate doctor at the barth of my first baby was
careless and | always have terrble pains in my side some-
times travehng thru my body until | cannot stand One
dr said 1t was a pust-tube but gave me nothing for it but
douches no woman loves her babies more than | do But

I must be wmith them and | cant care for more cant dress
the ones | have even reasonably Do you blame me for
wanting to die? Im only 24 now |ts too cruelly bitter
| shall wait, oh you dont know how anxiously, and 1f you
cant help me, every hopeis gone

A Plea

New Y ork

Will you please listen to my plea | am a mother of
seven childrer 4 hiving and 3 that are dead My oldest
hving child is 6 years old, there are two dead which are
older My baby 1s 6 months old and | have been married
9 years With my last child | suffered everything but
death with this one | will tell you how 1t was When |
was just three months mm famiy way | began to suffer
when | went to bed at mghts I could not get up mthout
help and the same way when | set down for any length of
time, as the months pass | grew worse and just before
he was born | could not wak any better than a child that
was just learmng to walk But when | got down, the ninth
month | could not turn m bed could not use mysdf at all,
and when he was born and | got out of bed | could not
walk at all for weeks and when | began to walk | had to
use a cane | have no health now, | have been to doctors
and they tell me that I am having children to fast But
they wll not tell me how to prevent it

The only thing that some say, isto get nd of it when
| get caught But that 1s not the  nd of advice | want
Will you please give me some advice | no you mll give
some good advice

My heath is rummng will you help me please as | need
all my heath and stenght to raise the 4 children | have,
We are poor and | cant afford help only to do the wash-
ing but | do the rest

I dont think | can stand to have another emld Our
famly doctor tells me to try and not to have anvymore if
possible—I have tried to be carefull, but it dont do any
good at all Please send me some adviee before it 1s too
late Your Servant
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" Days Unbearable With Qujfering”
New York

I have bought & read your book "*Woman and the New
Race' and | agree with you m all you say, unless some
thing 1s done on the order you advocate, we will always
have divorces & miserable miscarriages as | feel most of
1t come from the very causes you say Take my own case
for instance, before my marriage a few weeks | fell from
a horse & imnjured my spine, the Dr told mef I went on
with marriage | took a grave nsk but my fiance thought
there would be no children |n eleven months there was a
boy after months of torture, at larth we both all but died,
after hours of agony, for three years | was an mvahd
then | went to —— Hospital for an operation | n four
years & a half after using the only method of prevention
I know | found myself that way agam with days unbear-
able with suffering the Dr said absolutely no more but
when | asked what to do would not tell me a thing, so my
husband used a method he heard of but it also had failed
& once agam | went through the torture of days & mghts
of continual suffering getting up in the morning & pray-
g for death to end my suffering before mght But |
hived & gave hirth to a baby girl & agam the Dr sayes
I would hate to fight for your live agam so dont let 1t
happen | am left just as much in the dark about what
to do, as seemingly everything fails but my health 1s en-
tarely shattered & my nerves a wreak & the suffering has
unbalanced my mmmd Do you wonder | avoid my husband
& hve m deadly fear of the compamonship that should
be a joy with the result our home hfe 1s spoiled because
he don't understand why | advord htm, so | bought your
book praying | would find help there But you only say
you cannot tell, it s agamnst the law and | did so look
for help from you so I wnte |If there s anything you
can tell me do for | wll keep 1t confidential & thank you
all my hfe

" Deathlike Savery”
M assachusetts

You might think that | have a |ot of nerve but if syou
have no nerve you do not get anywhere | am one of
twelve children that was rased on a farm always had to
work hke a hired hand from a tender age of seven Marry
to get out from undre the bonds of slavery to enter into
a more and deathlske slavery My mother never did tell
me of the changes in a girls hfe | remember very well
the first time my menses came | was so scared and ashamed
and do not know much today | have three of the darhn-
est babys but oh the horror I hold | do not want anymore
| had rather die or go under the kmfe than to bnng an-
other one into this world My husband 1s a poor working
man heis not physical healthy His father died when he
was & babe with (T B ) and oh 1t grieves me so to think
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my dear Husband and darhng httle children may go the
sameway Dear Mrs Margaret Sanger, do you or would
you please help a poor ignorant mother out | do not
want another babe to come into this world to suffer as a
lot do and as | and every other mother has | hope to
God you wll help me for | am always hving 1n fear that
| w1l get pregnant agam for what httle | know does not
help me out much and | do want to help my httle daughter
out 1f there 1s any way We have tried one Dr he wont
help | have read your book Mrs Sanger and think it
opens peoples eyes But my husbands condition | did not
know unt:l we were married

Home and Fidd Work

Alabama

I am writing you for some information, | am the mother
of 8 living children and have 1 dead And | so affratd
that 1 will get that way agam, | don't know what to do
My baby 1s 7 monthsold | have all my work to do, and
work an the field bestdes The childrer that are old enough
to help have to work in the field so much that they don't
have time to help me around the house much My hus-
band works at pubhe works, so the children and | make
a crop every year We are renters, and we are trying
to save up enough to buy a home, but look like the babies
come so regular, and 1t takes so much | know several
remedies that some of my neighbors takes but | am afraid
of them because some of them have lost their health by
usmg them, and still they have the bahes, but not so often
Andlookshke | just haveall that | can possibly see after,
but not as they should be looked after If I could find a
way to keep from getting that way | would be so proud
| have never taken anvthing to destroy any in the womb,
because that 15 so sinfull, but | don't believe 1t would be
a an to keep from getting that way So if you can help
me | will bless you as long as | hive Thanking you n
advance now and all time, | am truly yours,

" Age Comes Soon Enough

Tennessee

MV children are coming too fast Can you tell me what
to do? People tell me there 1s nothing safe, but | only
hope and pray there 1s There's other women who only
havea few children, so why can't we who haven't the means
to care for them? Honest to God, I'd rather die than
bring more children into this poverty Seems asif | just
keep those | have clean and my house t:dy | help my
husband outside quite a it because we can't afford to hire
anvone and | just can't hardly do it anymore I'm only
twenty-four years old and | don't want to be broke down
Iike an old person yet That comes soon enough at the
best
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Birth Control Revew

Japan and America

By KERIRICHT iBHIMOLU

According to our researches mto the population
question d Japan, there are but two issues emi-
gration or Birth Control The Japanese govern-
ment concentrates on emigration but 1ts encourage-
ment o emigration leads to very small results The
reason 1s mainly economue, both public and private
She cannot by pubhc economy, prownide enough
steamships to carry away her surplus population
every year And private economies dO Not permit
families to estabhsh themsalves in other countries
by therr own efforts England, on the other hand,
does get resultsin establishing her surplus popula-
tion elsawhere because she has enormous colomes,
merchant ships and private wedth

The Japanese Bureau o Statistics recently
pubhshed figures on marriages, divorce, births,
deaths, and natural mcrease d population

Thesefiguresshow that marriages are increasing
but that the rate of mcreaseis not so great consid-
ermg the growth of populatlon For example, the
number of marriages mcreased from 370, 000 n
1903, to a httlelessthan 520, 000 in 1921, represent-
mg aratio of 7 95 per 1,000 mn 1903, but an advance
only t09 14 1n 1921 Figures for age of marriage
show that both men and women now tend to marry
later i hfe and this meansthat they have begun to
understand the economc difficulty of keepmng a
famuly when they have not enough mcome

Divoree 1s decreasmg, according to the govern-
ment figuresand this fact must be considered too

Burths and | nfant Deaths

As for the birth rate m Japan, figures show a
steady mcrease in recent years Until 1920, how-
ever, we had no very accurate data The best re-
searches we have seem to show that the ratio of
births seems now to stand still, to be at the crest
d the curve, and we feel confident that the ratio
will go down steadily, if dowly, from year to year
The downward tendency will be due both to
economic pressure and to the progress of Birth
Control propaganda within our nation | n spite
of strong government interference, the knowledge
of Birth Control 1s mvading Japanese society and
within a few years the most authoritative figures
will show the result

W e aso have figures to show the legitimate and
illegitimate births m Japan The figures for
illegntimacy are large compared with the total
births, but fortunately the number shows a ten-
dency to decreaseyear by year

Unfortunately deaths mcrease at a rapid rate—
from 199 1 1912 to 22 7 per thousand population
m 1921 | nview of the unprovement m our sam-
tation this 15 a sad state o affairs but we cannot
deny thefacts Y et n all the countries of Europe,
America and Asia the death rate always mcreases
when the birth rate mcreases, notwithstanding the
unprovement of samtary conditions This 18 €x-
pressed by D r Drysdale d England as the second
law of population, 1€, the blrth rate and the death
rate mcreasetogether under all erreumstances The
bulk o deaths i Japan or esewhere 1s among
mfants under one year d age Ths Is a tragedy
for the mothers and a great economic 10ss, espe-
aally m a country hke Japan, where so much
money is spent on the ceremomials connected with
births and deaths Estimatmg the ceremomal cost
per chld at $50 per year, the total waste of money
by infantile mortahty, to say nothing of all the
SOrrow entailed, will be about a mmllion and a hal f
dollars per year, simce the deathsd infants amount
to 335, 000 a year

Increase mm Japan and Umnited States

It 1svery important to know the net increase of
the populatlon as well as the rate | n 1921 the
natural mcrease of our populatlon was about
700,000 When 1t 1s compared with the total num-
ber of our peopleit 1s seen to be about 1 1 per cent
ayear The rate of mcrease has seemed to stand
still mm recent years but the net mcrease s tremen-
dous |t meansthe addition of a eity hke Boston
every year in our smal country Smee We cannot
feed so many new mouths our people were obliged
to emgrate Thus arose the terrible trouble be-
tween our two countries and the "grave conse-
quences”

Americans can understand our phght best by a
study o theirr own population situation Accord-
mg to recent data the population of the Umted
States 1s about 120, 000, 000w1th a yearly mcrease
of 2,000, 000, so that you yourselves add a city the
size o Philadelphia every year and your rate of
mcrease compared with your total population is
about 17 per cent  Your ratio of mcrease, in other
words, 1s much larger than ours and if that ratio
13 mamtammed for the commg twenty years, the
population of the Umted States wall be two hun-
dred mlhon It is already about half the popula-
tion o China and that suggests some anxiety as
to the future & America and raises the question
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as to what troubles the United States, hke China,
may have within i1ts own boundaries Considering
your population facts it 1s surely a far-sighted
policy to have some ban on immigration into your
country

But American statesmen cannot avoid all future
trouble simply by studying the tide of immgration
from the east because the population within the
country 1s growing sorapidly Aslong as Ameri-
can leaders—statesmen, educators, busimness men
and priests—fail to recogmze the importance of
checking the unhmited mcrease of population
within the country they will fail to reach the goal
of their national destres as defined in the Declara-
tion of Independence

WARRIORS

HEARD a woman's scream 1o the mght—a shnll,
sharp cry of pam

At intervals it came wath an ever-mcreasing note of
agony

One last piercing shnek, then silence,—a new soul
was delivered mto the world,

And | knew that 1n every corner of this great, relent-
less world, the eres of other women were marking the
birth of souls

And | thought d the armes of women through the
ages past, and the ages to come, of the tears they shed,
of the moans of travail

And then | saw the earth spread out before me mto
one great battlefield, and the warnors were women

There was no martial musie to quicken the pulse, no
blare o trumpets to herald a victory—their silent steps
followed the rhythm of their heart beats

A few there were out of the great army who marched
joyously with head held high

These were the free

Others groped their way blmdly through the dark,
clanking their chams, unknowing

But the saddest were those who had caught a gleam
of light, who had dimly sensed their birthnight, the glory
of free motherhood

These were the real warnors, fighting under the stand-
ard of truth and justlee--ever and ever beaten back by
the forces of Ignorance

To these, blended wath the moan of travail was the
moan of despair

They were beanng the iron cross branded 1n their souls
Mzs E L SteEer
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In Ireland there 18 so httle sense of compromse that
a girl has to choose between perpetual adoration and
perpetual pregnancy —Georee Mookr

A portion of mmfant and child mortahty represents no
doubt the lingering and wasteful removal from this world
of bemgs with inherent defects, beings who for the most
part ought never to have been born and need not have

been born under conditions of greater foresight These,
however, are the merest small fraction of our infant mor-
tahty It leaves entirely untouched the fact that a vast
multitude of children of untainted blood and good mental
and moral possibihities, as many perhaps as one hundred
in each thousand born, die yearly through lack of suffi-
cient food, lack of sufficient good air, and lack of sufficient
attention

The plamn and simple truth 1s that they are born need-
lessly There are stilt far too many births for our eivihiza-
tion to look after adequately, we are still unfit to be
trusted wmith a naing birth-rate These poor httle souls
are born amd tears and suffering, they gain such love
as they may, they learn to feel and to suffer, they
struggle and cry for food, for arwr, for the nght to de-
velop, and our eavihization at present has nerther the
courage to kil them outright quickly, cleanly, and pamn-
lessly, nor the heart and courage and abihity to give them
what they need They are overlooked and misused, they
go short of food and amr, they fight their pitiful kttle
battle for hfe agamst the cruelest odds, and they are
beaten Battered, emaciated, pitiful, they are thrust out
of hfe, borne out of our regardiess world, stiff httle hfe-
soiled sacrfices to the spint of disorder agamst whach 1t
18 man's preemment duty to battle There has been all
the pan 1n their hves, there has been the radiated pain
o therr msery, there has been the waste of their grudged
and msufficient food, and all the pain and labor o their
mothers, and all the world is the sadder for them, because
they have hved in vain —H G WELLs, ""Mankind 1n the
Making "

Socsety can overlook murder, adultery or surndhnag,
st never forgwves the preachmg of a new gospel —FReD-
Erick Harrisox
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Btrth Control Rettew

""Whither Are We Going?’

Reviews by HornerL Hart and MaLcoim H BissgrLn

Fipe authors ask this question Only two of them answer emphatically

“Uphsll” But all say Bsrth

Control offers us the opportuntty to catch and save ourselves from slipping downward

THE DECLINE OF MAN, by Stanton A Coblentz
Mtnton, Balch & Co, New York

119 evilization on the declme? |'s man rapidly gomng

the way of the tyrannesaurus, the mastodon and the
sabre-toothed tiger?’ Such, according to the wrapper
of the book, 1s the question which Mr Coblcntz essays
to answer His volume s popular rather than scholarly
It has no tndex, 1t eites secondary rather than primary
sources Of information, page references are not gtven
to the works of theauthorsquoted Asthe wrapper states,
Mr Coblentz’s argument 1s ""by the aralogv of paleon-
tology" His thesis 1s that as varous prehistoric species
have been eliminated because of therr ractal senescences
and their overspeciahzation, so man 1s hkely 1n the course
o tmme to dtsappear from the earth He attemptsto show
that there has for centuries been a progressive deteriora-~
tion 1n the mentahty of the human race, that civilization,
hike the cxttnct species to which he refers, has become
overspectalized m national, mulitary, industrial, and
urban development, that the “whirlwind progress of
science” 1s putting greatly increased strams upon the
unadaptable structure of the race and 1ts eivthzation, and
thnt we are headed toward the fate of the extinet ervihza-
tions around the Mediterraman

The book 15 a part o the current hiterature of despair,
and 1s quite carried away Dy pessimism |t is interesting
to note that while the author maintans that **the mental
downfnll™ of man has been mn progress for centuries, he
also asserts that science 18 now  the course of such
“whirlwind progress’” as to be m immmnent danger of
wrecking civilization The two theses ssem a hittle incon-
mistent The mam contentton o the book is that over-
specialization 1n society rendersit Incapable of adjusting
itself 1 wavs necessary to surwival, yet the study of the
evelution o human culture indicates that the outstanding
feature of modern times 1s mcreasing flexibiity m ntel-
lectual and social structures, and increasmg power to
adapt human purposes to their environment and the en-
vironment to human purposes

While the author 1s exceedingly dubious as to the hke-
hhood that the race wll avert the doom whtch he fore-
casts, he ventures a program of reforms which he behieves
would help to meet the emsis if adopted with thorough-
ness Among these reforms are eugenies, internationalism
and socialism Readers of the Review will be particularly
Interested e the following

“Whether we favor 1t or not, whether we attack 1t with
religious zeal or submit to 1t passively, Btrth Control haa
come to stay — at least, among certain distinctive elements
d the people, and the one pemt for us to consider 1s
whether we are to allow 1t to equahze 1ts work among all
sections of the pepulation Btrth Control does not mean
race sueide, as the example o Holland will testifv, but
1t does mean racial equalization and the himtation of
numbers—a step necessitated, at all events, by the very
laws of population Even aside from thefact that general,
world-wide, governmentally regulated Birth Control
would tend to check the mental retrogression of the race
by preserving the numercal balance between the intel-
lectual and the non-mtellectual, it would prove an mm-
portant factor m encouragtng permanent pecace and a
umversal understanding among the nations, for 1t would
cut the edge o that economic need and obwviate that ex-
treme pressure of population which are among the under-
lying causes of mternational disagreements-- (pp 244-
245)

Books hke ""The Dechne of Man' wall help to rouse
thinking people out of the uncritical optimism which has
been a menace to human progress Unertical pesstmism
mav, however, be an even greater danger The reviewer
beleves that the earnest and thorough study o human
history and pre-history justifies a constructive optimism,
recogmzing the progress of the past, the immense poten-
tiahties of the future, the dangers which menace the
present, and the practical steps which may be taken to
avert them Among such steps i1s unquestionably the
scientific development and appheation of Birth Control

Two Reuviews by Malcolm H  Bassell

TANTALUS or The Future o Man By F C S
Schiller E P Dutton & Company, New York

H1S1s an appropriate compamon volumeto the little
essays of Haldane and Russell entitled “Daedalus”
and “Yearus” Like both of them, i1t 1s bnef but thought-
provoking, wntten with a keen sense of humor, and often
flashing pithy epigrammatic sentences that compress a
world of meaming 1nte a few words
Mr Schiller, hke Mr Haldane and Mr Russell, s fully
convinced that man s an irrational and rrresponsble
creature and that the whole trend of civihzation 1s dis-
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tinctly downward at present Indeed, this mew 1s shared
by almost all senous thinkers today But Schiller points
out that disaster 1s not mevitable, and seeshopen a gen-
eral reahzation of the mmportance of eugemcs and a
gradual and careful appheation of its prineiples, always
in the spimt of the true scientist seeking more hight He
rejects both Russell's eymeism concerming eugenrcs and
Haldane’s expectations of ectogenesis and drugs, but be-
heves that much will be accomphshed by advances n psy-
chologv Incidentally he joins both of these authors m
takmng his flimg at pohtics, education and rehgion as popu-
larly understood and practiced While defending what he
calls ""the paradoxes of Chrstian ethies,” he thinks there
1s httle probabiity of Chrstianity ever being taken ser:-
ously "*The proposal,”* he says, "'to put Christian prin-
ciples into practice would be bitterly opposed by all the
churches 1n Christendom®™ Past and contemporary his-
tory unfortunately justify this conclusion

The book makes no defimte prophecies |t 1s, rather,
a survey of possible means of escape from the impending
doom of evihzation There seems httle doubt of the
truth of the author's conviction that “mankind has
knowledge enough to aveid the dangers that threaten 1it,”
but Schiller himself does not seem very hopeful that this
knowledge will be effectively applied The human race
has always simply "*muddled through™ and apparently
that 1s about all 1t can be expected to don the future

Whether or not one agrees with Schiller—and n view
of “Fundamentalist” activities, anti-evolution laws, op-
position to Barth Control, politics i all countres, etc,
1t 1s difficult not to agree with hm—*“Tantalus” will not
be laid aside after one reading |t 1s not only excellent
mental stimulus, but a thoroughly delhghtful piece of
wniting as well |ts satire 1s of the gemal and tolerant
kind and all the more effective for that reason The pro-
logue 1s one of the cleverest things i the book

WIRELESS POSSIBILITIES ByA M Low E P
Dutton & Company, New Y ork

ERE 1s another stimulating hittle book of the " To-

dav and Tomorrow Senes It confinesitself t; the
possibilities of radio, but 1t presents a pacture of a vastly
different world in the future Mr Low gives us an in-
sight nto the uncanny possibihties of the mysterious
ether vibrations which form the substance of radio com-
muncation He shows us quite convineingly that it will
be a commonplace of the not very distant futureto sit mn
a room in London and see snd hear a baseball game 1n
New York, to agn a check at our bank while sitting 1n
our office, and to delve deep into the now hidden mvsteries
of life processes Space will be anmhilated, and the Chma-
man on the other side of the world w11l be as much our
neighbor as the friend at our elbow From such achieve-

291

mentsit will of course be a short step to an acquamtance
with other worlds and to the reading of thought

The possiihities of destruction 1 war will be so ap-
palling that oneis led to behieve man will have to abandon
this primitive means of settling disputes as the alterna-
tive to total extmnction “War,” says Mr Low, “1s of
course a natural process, a hittle less educated and more
unkind m consequence, than Birth Control * Apparently,
therefore, Birth Control will of necessity become universal

It 1s unfortunate that a book which s SO stimulating
to the imagination and which contans so much informa-
tion of value to the non-scientific reader, should be so In-
coherently written There s a great lack of smoothness
i the form of presentation, the sentences break off from
each other like successive explosions, and paragraphs be-
gm and end at random The effect 1s confusing and
rather exasperating, and one fimshes the book with an
mpression Of a jumble of disconnected 1deas A little
more attention to the rules of composition would add
greatly to the eontmumty of thought and smoothness of
style, as well as to the pleasure and profit of the reader

QUO VADIMUS by E E Fournier d’Albe E P Dut-
ton & Co, New York
WHAT | BELIEVE, by Bertrand Russell E P Dut-

ton & Co. New York

O E E Fourmer d’Albe and to Bertrand Russell,

i ""What | Believe,” the outlook for the future of
man appears more hopeful than to many of the contribu-
torsto the Today and Tomorrow Series

Mr Fourmer d’Alhe’s ""Quo Vadimus™ does not con-
template the pessibility of man's extinetion |In view of
human adaptabihity to a wide range of chmatic and other
conditiens and in view of the promses of science he be-
lieves that man 1s good for a thousand or for a milhon
or many milhons of years on earth Indeed to hum the
development of the race 1s ahead of us, not behind us
Of man's development durmg the first half nullion years
of his existence he has no exalted opmmon ''In that
period,” he says, ""man has evolved from an ape-like tree-
dwelling ant-eater mmto a plodding ilhterate monosvilabic
tiller of the sml The mental equipment of the represen-
tative man—the man representing the majonty—is in
many ways infenior to the dog or theant He s full of
greeds and lusts and superstitions which place him on a
level with the higher ammal Iife or even below 1t ”

Nevertheless Mr Fourmer d’Albe docs not beheve that
man's backwardness so far, condemns him to remam a
clod He beheves that in the elite, the educated few, of

today 1s foreshadowed the whole race of the future By
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mechamcal advances and by soecial readjustments, many
o which are already under way, the race 13 to become
a body o the dect o the earth The eivihization to be
expected a thousand years hence he describes as follows

"A globe laid out hke a huge garden, with a chmate
under perfect control, the internal heat of the earth
brought to the surface and utihzed as a source of never-
falling energy Portions o the intenor o the earth re-
clamed and made habitable, all machinery and sources
of power wisely distributed and made instantly available
for all legitimate purposes The earth's surface and the
rippling ether 1n which 1t swims made into a vast play-
ground of human thought and emotion and all mankind
throbbing in umson to every great thought

""The earth wll have become a sentient bemng It wll
be as closely umfied and ergamzed as the human mndividual
himself Mankind will be the gey matter' of the brain ”

Mr Fourmer d’Albe’s prognostication 1s based upon no
fundamental change in the hne of our development, but
sumply an acceleration of our present material and social
progress He does not in hs optimstic forecast discuss
such practical problems as the already threatemng pres-
sure o population on the food supply Some indrcation
o his behief 1n the solution of this problem may however
be expressed 1n the following vague reference to popula-
tion control

"It is not at all necessary to contemplate an increas-
g population of the globe The leadership of the human
race can much more effectively be maintained by educating
individuals than by inereasing their numbers”

In*What | Beheve' Bertrand Russell, having told in
Tcarus* how man may melt lus own wings 1n the erucibles
d his own science, outhnes by what hmes of development
he 1s still given a chance to save himself from falkng

What Mr Russell beheves has nething to do with God
and the nature o the umverse It hasto do mnstead with
those rules o social conduct which will enable man to use
his knowledge for the benefit of the race as a whole He
behevesthat in the use of science by an enhghtened social
morahty, not dominated by superstition, militarism or
class interest, for the reahzation of the Good Life ruled
by knowledge and love, the hope of soeial salvation hes
His chapter on Moral Rules, especially that part which
deals with sex morahty, is especially excellent So 1s his
analysis O the underlymg note of active malevolence
based on envy and fear now present in man, and the
measures by which 1t can be changed by the developmerrt
of courage, hope and secunity to that benevolence which
he regards as one great component o human love Cf
Birth Control as one of the agencies of social salvation
he has much to say, for example

"To be killed suddenly and then eaten, which was the
fate of the Aztecs wictiums, 15 a f ar less degree of suffering
than 1s inflicted upon a child born 1 miserable surround-
mgs and tanted with venereal disease Yet it 1s the

® Bmmra Cowreor Review for December, 1924

Barth Control Revtew

greater suffenng which 15 dehberately inflicted by Bishops
and pohticians 1n the name of morahty If they had even
the smallest spark of love or pity for chldren they could
not adhere to a moral codenvolving this fiendish cruelty »
In Fourmer d’Albe’s forecast the accent falls most
heawily upon material means of survival, 1o Bertrand
Russell's it falls on men's acquiring **the same domination
over thexr own passions that they already have over the
physical forces of the external world M S B
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Pranrtoms, by C J Patten $100

From E P Dutton (New Y ork)
Heard

From Bon: and Livenght (New York) InTRODUCTION
TO THE STuDY oF Ps¥cHo-ANavLysis, by Sigmund Freud.

$4 60

From Hogarth Press (London) CoLLecTED WORKS OF
Siemunp Frevup, Vols II and III

From Umversity of Cabforma (Berkeley, Cahf ) Ace
oF ParexTts AxDp ORDER oF BIETH v RELaTION TO LONG-
EVITY oF OFrsPrRING, by S J Holmesand H Wailson

From the Umversity of Cahforma (Berkeley, Cahf )
TrEe Size oF CoLLece Famruies, by S J Holmes

From Wilhams and Wilkins (Baltimore, Md) SociaL
Psyrcmorocy, by Kmght Dunlap

Narcrssus, by Gerald
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From American Social Hyglene Association (New
York) Way Trey FaiLEr 17O Axswer, by Katherme
Bement Davis

From Macmillar & Co, (London) THE Ernics oF
BirTH ConTROL  Report Of the Special Commttee of the
National Counecil of Public Morals President, The Lord
Bishop of Winchester Price 2/6

FromU § Bureau of the Census (Washington, D C)
BIRTHS, STizLBirTHS AND INFANT MoRTALITY STATISTICS

Fos THE Bmere REeEcistBATION AREA OF THE UNITED
StaTEs, 1923

THE MOTHERS' SIDE

Among all the 1ssues of current polties there are few
which mean more than this for the health and self-respect
o women, and the prospects of the children whom they
bnng nte the world The ehild which 18 born agamst its
mother's wish has only half a chance, the famly which
overstrams 1ts parents mecome must grow up stunted and
starved 1n body and mmd The middle class long ago
solved this problem for itsef O the knowledge which
may save the mother's body and assure to every child
the nurture it requires, the working class stands m even
greater need —New Leader (London)

Oned the mam reasons why the woman of forty to-day
18 SO rmmensely more vigorouws than her grandmother must
clearly be that the woman of forty years ago was often
the mother of fromfivetoten chuldren to-day the average
might possibly be two, but much more probably one If
the mother gams, there 1s no doubt that in all but the
very rich famihes the children gam also, they are prob-
ably stronger and certamnly better cared for —Dasly News
(London)

The amusing thing 1s that men think the question should
be settled by them Each man dendes how many shops
he will run, how many bricks he wll lay, how many ems
of type he will set, how many factories he will build, etc

But mmety-mme men out of 100 are agreed that a
woman has no right to decide how many chddren she shall
create, nurse and rear

Britain’s national councl of pubhc morals, headed by
the bishop of Winchester, urges *'a five-chuldren standard
for British famihes ”

That would please the ghost of Theodore Roosevelt,
but he would say "maket ten”

British mothers might orgamze a natlonal council of
family comfort, and say to the eouneil of pubhc morals
“All nght, fivechddren 1f you say so, but be kind enough
to see that we mothers have a decent meome and a re-
spectable dwelling to help us rear the five chddren Lack-
g that, you may have the chddren and rear them' —
AgTHUR BrRispawe m the Indwnapolis Star
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OUR CORRESPONDENTS COLUMN

BIRTH CONTROL AND MEDICAL BODIES

We pubhsh below a letter from the secretary of the
Committee on Maternal Health, not only for the import-
ant corrections 1t makesn editenal and news notes i the
June BirTH ConTBoL Review, but for its historieal state-
ment as to the progress and present status o Barth Con-
trol in the leading American medical bodies

New York City
Edstor, BIRTH ConTrROL REVIEW

The appheation of over 7,000 doctors to the League
for ieformation, the attendance of some 700 at the Inter-
national Conference, and the sixty or more engagements
of your Medical Director to speak before offic1al medical
bodies are evidence of the interest of the medical profes-
ston 1n your work

Now that doctors and the League are trymg to under-
stand each other's point of view, and attempting tO organ-
1ze research and mvestigation together, it 1s desirable that
excessive clams should not give pause to the easly
alarmed or conservative members of the professton.

I n the first editornal paragraph 1» your July Issue, and
also on page 212, thestatement 18 madethat Birth Control
has been “offictally accepted’” by the two great natlonal
orgamzations of gynecologists The two natlonal bodies
of specialists 1o this hine are the American Gynecological
Society, hmted to a hundred members, and the American
Association o Obstetrnicians, Gynecologists, and Abdom-
mal Surgeons, which has many general surgeons among
1ts members The first, in 1924, named a committee to
co-operate with the Committee on Maternal Health 1n the
Commmttee’s mvestigation of Birth Control |n 1925, it
passed, by a narrow majority, a resolution to favor an
amendment to the postal law by addieg the prowsion that
"standard medical and seientific journals and reprints
therefrom and standard medical works which contamn n-
formation with reference to the preventmg of conception
are not non-mailable under this section ” The word “re-
prmts™* nearly caused the loss of the motion, which with-
out it had a farr preponderance of approval The second
orgamzation has not, to my knowledge, taken any action,
and has two stiff crities of the League on 1ts Commttee
on Maternal Welfare

Your wniters probably refer also to the action of a
section at thelast annual (May) meetmg of the American
Medical Association This association 1s our leading me& -
cal orgamzatior, with a membership of 84,000 Before
1ts Section on Obstetrics, Gynecology and Abdommal Sur-
gery, Birth Control was brought up mmeidentally and in
the discussiyon Dr Cooper took part The resolution |
moved and whxch was approved, recorded that the section
"recommend the alteration of existing laws wherever neces-
sary so that physicians may legally give comtraceptive
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information to their patients in the regular course of
practice” This will, as you say, go through the regular
Committee course of such recommendations It cannot be-
come the “official acceptance” or endorsement on the part
of the great parent association without favorable action
by the House of Delegates next May

Very truly yours,

Rorserr L Dicxinson,
Secretary

IN MEDICAL SCHOOLS

Colorado

Secretary, AmERICAN Biera ConTrROT LEAGUE

Am I correct mn saying that the semior medical students
of Harvard recerve mstruction 1n contraceptive techmque?

Sincerely yours,
RurH VINCENT

With the exception of Johns Hopkms Umversity,
which has each year for the last three years offered one
comprehensive lecture on Birth Control to its medical
students, no medical college as yet gives even superficial
mstruction 1n this subject On his lecture tour this sum-
mer, however, Dr James F Cooper, Medical Director of
the Chmcal Research Department of the American Birth
Control League, spoke before more than one group of
medical students, who showed the same keen mterest as
was shown by practicing physicians —EpiTor

“UNNATURAL”

Freiburg, Germany

Editor, Birtr CoxnTror Review

It seems to me that Mr Toscan Bennett, 1n arguing in
the June number of your Review, that all “civilization
and progress” might equally be indicted as “contrary to
nature” by the opponents of Birth Control, might logic-
ally have proceeded to instance monogamy itself, as a
Birth Control measure of the first order, which, neverthe-
less our opponents will be the last to place m that cate-
gory, or object to as contrary to nature

After the 30 years’ war, the Elector of Hesse author-
1zed the men of his state to take second wives, to bring
up the population again, and this lasted a generation or
so Civilization cannot restrict a man further than to one
wfe If 1t could, it certainly would, for as long as births
are uncontrolled even the one 13 too many for the good of
the race, as experience abundantly shows

Max Ferrars.

Birth Control Revew

OUR LAWS AGAINST CONTRACEPTIVES

Punjab, India
Edstor, Bmra ContRoL REVIEW

A major portion of your magazine 1s occupied by ar-
ticles explaiming the necessity for Birth Control I would
suggest that as this pont 1s now certamnly established to
a great extent, a certain portion of your magazine should
contain practical solutions of this problem

This problem was well-known in ancient India, and
certain old med:cal books contain prescriptions, a certamn
dose of which would cause sterihity for a certain penod
without injurmg the system I think your chemsts could
find out such safe medicmes I would have tried to find
out and send some prescriptions to you but I don’t know
the names of medicines 1n English I wish there could be
a centre for the study of this problem in India Nowhere
15 there greater need for 1t than in India

Yours farthfully,

Suxpar Sivem

Not a major part but the whole of our magazine 18 oc-
cupied by articles explamning the necessity for Birth Con-
trol TIf i1t were otherwise, if we should devote a portion
to the practical solution of the problem—that 1s, to 1n-
formation about contraceptive measures—our magazine
would be seized by the government and our editor prob-
ably put in ja:l By direct statement or by interpretation,
mformation or materials for contraception are included
in the federal and many state laws under the head Ob-
scemty By Section 211 of the United States Postal Laws
such matter can be sent by no common carrier The Fed-
eral Law thus prevents full freedom in getting supplies
and dmissemmating trustworthy scientific information
Nevertheless, 1f the laws of our 52 states and territories
were liberal much local work could be done But m 26
states the teaching of contraception 1s forbidden erther
under the obscenity or under some special law By a few
of these laws physicians are exempted and are allowed to
give out information for the cure or prevention of disease
It 1s under such an exemption that the Chnical Research
Department of the American Birth Control League oper-
ates In the states and territories where no mention of
Barth Control 1s made 1 the law, custom or prejudice
often makes 1t possible for local authorities to prevent
the founding of chimes In Chicago, for example, 1n a
state waith a lhberal law, the authorities under Catholic
influence persist 1n refusing to give a permit for a free
Birth Control Chime Until these laws are changed and
their prejudices put to flight, the Biara ContrOL Re-
view can never be a vehicle for practical information on
contraceptive measures —Epnrror
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PERIODICAL NOTES

The September number of The World To-morrow 18 a
Race Betterment number Birth Control as one aspect
o Eugemes 1s represented by Dr Rachelle S Yarros—
on 1ts relatron to democrecy —and Dr S Adolphus Knopf
—on 1ts relation to rehgion The column for Group Dis-
oussion by members of the Fellowship of Reconcihiation
contains a series Of topies on Birth Control

I n 1ts recent 1ssues the Sunday Advocate of Bombay
(India), has devoted more than a column to Birth Con-
trol, using the BiBTA ConTroOL REVIEW &S 1ts mamn source
o news and comment on the movement throughout the
world Another Indian paper which 1s giving pubheaty
to Birth Control s The Abrita Baaar Patnka, which
published 1n full Dr Pusey's address at the Sixth Inter-
national Neo-Malthusian and Birth Control Conference

I n Hijos con Permiso—Children Without a Permit—
an article in the South American moving picture journal
Cine-Mundial, Miguel Zarraga tells Spamsh readers
something of the Birth Control movement in America

Recent spokesmen for Birth Control 1n the New York
Twymes are our good friends | N Thurman and Guy |
Burch Mr Burch furmished facts and figures further
substantiating Dr East's statements in the Wilhamstown
controversy Mr Thurman came to the defence m reply
to George Wanders’ attack on Barth Control as a “vicious
practice o mnfanticide ”

“Scurnlous and misleading epithets,” said he, "*reck-
lessly hurled at great movements, are even |less becoming
a student of sociology than a bemghted pehitician pander-
mg to the religious prejudice of his constituents [s 1t
necessary 1 these enhghtened times to pownt out that one
of the very reasons urged by advocates of Birth Control
for legitimatizing Birth Control mnformation 1s their ab-
horrence of the all too prevailing practice of infanticide
under existing conditions?”

Rabhi Sidney E Goldstein of the Free Synagogue asks,
according to an account of a recent sermon reported in
the New York Twmes, for more family hfe He specifies
as the three essentials for a happier and more democratic
family hife, comfortable homes, Birth Control and spirit-
ual fellowship

In an August number of Collsers, Margaret Sanger re-
phes to an article 1 an A pnl 1ssue on the “negative” side
of Birth Control She asks, *"Is race smeide possible?”
and replhes that our happy-go-lucky methods 1n the pro-
duction of cluldren add nethiag to the permanency of the
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race Mere numbers, a large propertion of whom are
dependents and delinquents, do not mean race survival,
for they burden and deplete the race "'Increase of popu-
Iation,” says she, "*has nothing to do with progress, nor
can a decreased barth rate, by any stretch of the imagina-
tion, be interpreted as an omen of national calamty ”

The Forum, having fimshed a discussion of the Catholie
Church, 1in August opened 1ts columns to a sertes of ar-
ticles on the causes of war The most interesting of these
articles so faris Dr H P Fairchild’s **Land Hunger of
Mankind,” 1 the September number

Statistics from the National Bureau of Economic Re-
search show that during the last 16 years the Umted
States had forty-one mlhon hirths and twenty-two
million deaths This meansa real natural increase during
that peried of 19, 000, 000and to these immigratien added
five and one-half million persons 1n 1924 the hirth rate
was amost tmce the death rate, for 2, 645, 000 persons
were born as agemst 1, 333, 000who dred In 1925 1t 1s
estimated that ""ten babies will be born every two minutes
and five persons will die ”

THE PINIES—THIRTEEN YEARS AFTER

HIRTEEN years ago Vimeland (N J) Tramng
School made 1its first study of "*The Pimes,” a large
group of subnormal families who have hived for genera-
tions mm a New Jersey district, known as The Pines The
Pintes are still there, are still adding to their numbers
Professor E R Johnstone, Director of the Vineland
School tells in Eugenscal News the following later facts
"l mght say that since Miss Kite’s study, we are con-
stantly runmng across membersof the ‘Piney stock' n the
mstitutions for defectives, reformatories and the prison
Within the last year or two we have removed a mother
and her three children by three different fathers, from the
viermty of Toms Raver, but there are other members of
the famly still mating and breeding

At the State Pnson, as a member of the Parole Board,
not very long ago | ran across one of 'Old Iz’s’ nephews
and a few weeks later one of his meces showed up in the
Reformatory for Girls, several months ago, one who |
beleve 1s s grandson, was sent to the Colony for Males,
and just a few months ago we recerved one of them The
stock 1s breeding right along"*

An Anzona woman, Mrs Rmz Sanchez, a Mexican,
3Byears old, has borne her twenty-fourth e¢hld 1n twenty-
four consecutive years '"Only seven of the twenty-four,"
adds the news item, ""are still hving ” What a price to
‘pay — perpetual pregnancy for the mother and two out
of every three of her children dead m infancy
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News Notes

UNITED STATES
New Yor k

THE fall term has opened and nearly every mall
brings to the American Birth Control headquarters
requestsfor hiterature on the subject & Birth Con-
trol from students in umversities and colleges who
are making social science therr major subject and
prepanng the thesis on Birth Control

Somed the umversities and collegesrepresented
by these students are Stanford Umwversity, Cal ,
Washington and L ee University, Lexington, Va,
Wells College, Aurora, N Y , Hartford Theo-
logical Semmary, Hartford, Conn , Northwestern
University, 111 , Mhiam Umiversity, Oxford, Ohio,
Vanderbilt Medical School, Nashwille, Tenn , Rol-
Ins College, Fla, Emory Umnversity, Ga, Yale,
New Haven, Conn, Washington State College,
Ida , Umversity o Chicago, |1l , Springfield Col-
lege, Springfield, Mass, Tufts College, Mass,
University o Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich , Cen-
tral Michigan Normal School, Mt Pleasant, Mich ,
De Pauw Umversity, |nd , Johns Hopkins Med-
1cal School, Baltimore, Md ,Y M C A Coallege,
Chicago, ||| , Umversity of Minneapohs, Mmn ,
Bussey Institution, Cambndge, Mass , Smuth Col-
lege, Northampton, Mass, Prmceton Umversity,
Prmceton, N J

The Seventh Annual Exposition of Women's
Artsand Industres held at the Hotel Commodore,
New Y ork City ,s just opening as the BirTH Con-
TRoL REviBEw goesto press A special and valuable
publicity feature at this year's exposition 1s the
radio |ecture hour held each afternoon

Among visitors to headquartersd the American
Blrth Control League was Miss Elsa Hacks,
tramed 1n the Edith Cavell School of Brussels, one
of the first publie health workers in Belgum and
the first Edith Cavell nurse to be given a Rocke-
feller Foundation Scholarship for Pubhc Health
Nursing Before leaving America after a year's
study in various SChools o nursing she visited the
Chmical Research Department of the League to
round out her pubhc health study and to put her-
«df n touch m her work at home with European
centers o mformation on Blrth Control

Colorado

O N September 10th Ruth Vincent o the Denver
Children’s Court, spoke before the Denver Wo-
men's Club, the topie bemg "' A Better Race” She

Burth Control Review

asked the Club’s support mn a request which 1s bemg
addressed to the Umversity of Colorado Medacal
School to establish a Blrth Control Chme

Michigan

DR C C LITTLE, President o the Interna-
honal Federation of Bmth Control Leagues and
member of the National Council and of the Clinical
Research Department o the American Birth Con-
trol League, has been installed at Ann Arbor as
President of Michigan University | n hus first -

termiew with press representatives who came to

learn what the pohcies o the new president would
be he has given prommence to his advocacy of
Blrth Control An Ann Arbor paper headlines hus
statement on Birth Control on the front page and
the Grand Ramds Press gives the subject almost
a column Followmg as it does Dr Cooper's lec-
tures n Michigan this summer, Dr Lattle’s advo-
cacy should act as a powerful stimulus to work m
that state

New Jersy

AMONG addresses gven by Mr Everett R

Meves, orgamzer for Southern New Jersey, are
the Kiwamis Club at Ocean City August 5th, the
Exchange Club at Trenton August 6th, the Abse-
conUmt of the New Jersey Women's Club and the
Colored Repubhcan Women's Conference on Au-
gust 27th and 28th On September 10th he spoke
before the Exchange Club o Newark, on Septem-
ber 14th the Commumty Welfare Club of Passaic
and the North Bergen Exchange Club at Umon
City on September 29th  On September 14th Mass
Ehzabeth Grew addressed a large evening meeting
d the Hebrew Ladles Benevolent Society of New
Brunswick A temporary Blrth Control orgamza-
tion has been formed at Summit, N J, with Mrs

Kate G Pierce as Chairman

GREAT BRITIAN

OF the situation m England and particularly d
her own work for Blrth Control, Rose Witcop
writes

" The mmstry of health s itself divaded on the question
I'ts chief lecturer of the mmstry frankly advocates Birth
Control practices 1 his weekly contnbutions to an out-
standing health journal Health and Strength, and holds
that 1t 1s compatible with the laghest morahty and makes
for happy famly hfe

The feehngs thus taking root that the working woman
should know Hatherto even mn cases where pregnancy
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would seriously endanger a woman's health she has merely
been told to 'take care’ but net how she may take care

I't 1s highly improbable however that the government
will defy Church pressure in the matter The only way
o meeting the situation appears to hen the establishment
of People's Chnies throughout the country This is one
of the objects of the People's Clime for Birth Control
and Social Welfare established in the southwest district
o London where there 1s much poverty and overerowding

We open daily from 10 to 6 and a quahfied midwife 1s
in constant attendance to recerve the mothers, advising
them willingly on various matters relating to their health
All advice 15 given free

Those who desire contraceptives are given the minutest
instruction as to ther use If they cannot pay for these
articles they are alowed to remut at the rate  6d or
1/- per wesk according to their means In cases where
even so small a sum would strain their resources and there
are many, the articles are given free, also

But 1t 1s an interesting pomnt that comparatively few
women will accept the gift It is gratifymng to record
that being themselves debarred from giving Barth Control
advice, Dhstrict Health wisitors are sending women down
to us, thus gining us their unofficial blessing Their recom-
mendation is the more to be valued, since lurking in their
minds must be the thought that the success o our efforts
tends to put them out of work

One mother 1n fact who specially asked for the address
of our Clime was told good-humoredly that they couldn't
all be sent

Several local mndwives speak openly to their clients
about our work and send the poorer onesto us Recently
a woman who was undergoing treatment at a West Lon-
don hospital came to us on the express advice of the hos-
pital physician

The local press particularly has rallied to our support
and the Health Journal to which | refer above carries
a standing reference to the Clime in its advice column

Perhaps the appalling housing conditions 1 the dis-
tnct, account to someextent for our popularity A grtat
deal of pubhcity was given to the report o the local
Medical Officer of Health who stated that no less than
eight people were discovered to be hving in one room
Another single apartment was being occupied by six per-
sons, some of them tubercular s 1t not high time that
the officials woke up to the appalhng srtuation?

The publieaity work is now done entirely by canvassers
We have had to abandon the more costly form o adver-
tising and have engaged several paid workers who can
thus give thewr full time to the work Occasionally they
are assisted by some voluntary workers, chefly members
of the Labor Party or the Women's Co-operative Guild
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But our best advertising agents are the women whom we
have helped These invariably recommend others

The distinctive thing about the People's Chime is that
it 18 @ movement of workers And we are proud o this
The moral success o our efforts, handicapped as we were,
has been an inspiration  Without funds or financral back-
ing we have done a record work n the few months of our
existence We have now outgrown our temporary premises
and are negotiating for a permanent headquarters in the
belef that with such a foundation as we have laid, the
Birth Control movement will come to our axd and assist
us in proving that Birth Control Climes can become the
greatest factors i personal and social well-bemng »

The People's Cliue is one of the newest of the
ten English Birth Control Clinics and is, like some
of the others not yet firmly establhished financially,
deserving of support by friends of the English
movement The address is 31 Sinclair Gardens,
Kensmgton, London W 14

GOOD progress m all the elimies and continued
pressure on the government is reported from Eng-
land Mr Neville Chamberlain speaking for the
government says there will be no yielding on this
pomt, but from friendly M P's, particularlv the
faithful Mr Thurtle, from county councils, from
mdividuals and even from the press the demand
continues and ntensifies and there is no cause for
discouragement

The Birth Control Education L eague affiliated
with the Malthusian League have engaged a wo-
man doctor and started contraceptive work on a
small scale in St Pancras District Thus the nuc-
leus for an eleventh elinie has been formed Of the
work of the Wolverhampton Chinie the Hon Sup-
erintendent Mrs Ella Gordon writesto The New
Generation

**The Wolverhampton Birth Control Chme is the out-
come of a year's strenuous propaganda in the Black
Country It1s a very modest institution, and the work is
carrted on in two small rooms (rent, 6s a week) in a
back street There was no capital to start with, and we
were warned not to venture without local financial back-
ing But agenerous offer of voluntary servicefrom a lady
doctor in the neighborhood was too tempting to resist and
the elimc was opened in May A fnend at the Walworth
Centre kindly paid the rent for one year and her com-
mittee generously made a grant of money and sent a
parcel of requsites S0 we were very greatly encouraged
All our helpers are voluntary workers, thus we are carry-
ing on at a mmmum o expenditure because no heating
(except gas ring) or hghting is required during the sum-
mer Funds, however, are essential 1if we are to help the
prtiably poor women who have begun to attend We hope
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to orgamze dramng-room meetings tO raise money, but
ap to now no one will lend a room There have been 40
cases dunng the first month, and 24 women have paid
return visits, making 64 consultations mn all A worn-out
hittle woman of twentv-smix who has four children told us
that her mother had let her have a shalling to pap for a
wnisit Another woman, Mrs S, came with a blmd child
of fifteen monthsn her arms, and 1t was as helplessas a
baby of three months, and had been taken regularlv to the
maternity and child welfare centre Three months ago
Mrs $ had a still-born baby and there are three other
delicate children at home The Mmister of Health, judg-
mg from s reply to Mr Thurtle in the House of Com-
mons, 1s content that such cases shall bereferred from the
national welfare centres to pnwote and struggling insti-
tutions such as this! The populartty of our chnic 1s un-
doubtedly in a large measuredueto the abiity and charm
of our medical officer *

The other cehnies recently formed are makmng
good progress Among those who stand behmd the
chnte opened at Cambridge 1s Sir Humphrev Rol-
feston, Regius Professor of Physics in Cambridge
University, who spoke m favor of Birth Control
Climies for poor mothers at a Conference of the
British Medical Association early in the summer

Shoreditch and Edmonton areamong the County
Couneils which are demandmg o the Mimstry of
Health the night to give contraceptive information
at their welfare centres

Alarmed at the steady march of Birth Control,
Father Degan of Leicester has offered the first
program which almsto reheve overpopulation His
suggestions are (a) delaymg marmage till 25 years
or over, (b) the encouragement of celibacy for
strong-willed people, together with the offermg of
special privileges and honors to bachelors and spin-
sters, (c) self-control in the spacing out of births,
(d) large scae immigration with the transplantmg
of whole willages overseas, three measures of self-
control and one item that 1s on its face, imprac-
ticable

This utopian program s all s church can offer
and thas 1s the church which boasts—not confesses—
that the crowded slum s the home of Catholicism
"Nowhere,” says the Umnwerse and Catholic
Weelly," arethere moredreadful slums than Glas-
gow and nowhere 1s there greater rehigious devotion
than among the Cathohc occupants of those slums”
Another district where this church is probably
strong s the slums of Norwich, where the medical
officer has recently shown an mnfant death rate o

1579 per 1,000 as agamnst 711 for the eity as a
whole

Burth Control Remew
INDIA

NEVER have the reasons why Birth Control 1s g
crucial necessity m India been better stated than
in a discussion m the Indwa Social Reformer during
Februarv and March A n editonal statement for
and agamst underestimates the populatlon problem
but concludes with what the wniter considers an
argument for Birth Control which has to be taken
sertously
" The wde prevalence,” says he. "'of too ea::i
marriages 1n India invests the subject of B
Control with a special interest |t 1s no uncom-
mon experience t0 see bnght young girls in a
few yearsafter marrage broken down by too fre-
quent child bearmg to such an extent as to be
hardly recogmzable by their fmends and relatives
Indian censuses have consistently shown a sud-
den decrease in the female populatlon at the age-
penod round about 15, obviously dueto thelarge
number of voung girls who die durmg therr first
delivery The great disparity in SOme provinces
between the proportion of thefemaletothe male
populatlon 1s clearly due to the large mortahty
among young wives The evil 1s becoming em-
phasized owing to the rise 1in the marnage age of
girls not keeping pace with that of men The
strain of married hfe on the garl waves of grown-
up men, 1s particularly severe Unlessthe age of
marriage rises rapidly, 1t will not be surprising
if young married couples try to msure themselves
agamnst too frequent pregnancy by adoptmg
methods of birth control

EROZ CHAND m a commumeation to the
Reformer, taking up the discusston where the
editorial |eft 1t, brings out other distinctly native
problems which indicate Birth Control as the only
cure
"In your paragraph,” says Mr Chand, "I
read 'The question of birth control deserves con-
sideration i India from the pomt of view of the
mtolerable physical strain imposed by incessant
child-bearing on girl-waves, 1 €, purely as a health
measure° T 0 me this looks hke an understate-
ment of thefacts For some of theold checkson
population have disappeared or are disappearing
and require to be replaced Amongst these are
mfanticide which has almost vamshed, and conm-
pulsory widowhood which #t hanks to the efforts
of reformers hke yourselt) may m the future
dwmdle down Then there is abortion Perhaps
this 1s not a big factor, at any rate no statistics
can be available about 1t, but 1t has been held by
some authorities that this thing 1s much more
prevalent in India than in Europe This might
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also disappear and what is more it may one day
disappear m favor of recogmtion awarded to ille-

timate children Agamn there are the vast

ordes of our celibate clergy, the ‘Sadhus’ |f
modern ideas are permitted by economee circum-
stances to have their full effect, this class will
also be considerably reduced Malthus m his
Essay refers to another factor also, the division
of the people into endogamous castes and occu-
pations | am not sure in what direction and to
what extent this factor operates The Essay,
while referrng to India, enumerates another
mrnor preventive check, iz, the custom that the
elder brother must marry before younger broth-
ers are allowed to marry

299

tinue weak and feeble through unhvgieme sur-
roundings in their infancy Indeed, although birth
registration IS still 00 maccurate to make precise
figures rehable, 1t may be stated with confidence
that onen five, or perhapseven onein four, of the
infants horn in India dies within the fiist vear of
hfe | ncrowded aities, particularly industnal cities,
therateisstill mgher

COMING EVENTS

BEGINNING in October D Cooper will again
be in the lecture field His dates so far made are

" But even more important than all these com- Qctober 7th Newark, N J
bined, 1s another problem which you have got to Qctober 8th Tioga, Pa
reckon with when considering the population Qctober 9th Butler, Pa

roblem and which may remove birth control Qctober 10th, 11th, 12th Indianapolss, Ind
rom questions of purely indiadual health | Qctober 13th Champaign, 111
mean, you have to count your populat~orunder Qctober 14th White Hall, T11
the graves also W e cannot afford to bear the Qctober 15th, 16th, 17th St Lows Mo
shame of forever leading n the death-rate of in- Qctober 18th, 19th, 20th Kansas City, Mo
fants If welook at the figures of infant mortal- Qctober 21st Ava, Mo
ity, 1t would appear as though we had made in- Qctober 22nd Cairo, TH
fanticide 1llegal, but in reality continued it only Qctober 23rd Paducah, Ky
m a different form The complacent note struck QOctober 24th, 25th Joneshoro, Ark
by your paragraph seems to be due to vour hav- Qctober 26th, 27th Little Rock, Ark
Mg considered merely the surplus birth rate, QOctober 28th Marshall, Texas
ignoring the birth and death rates | prefer not Qctober 29th Martins Hill, Texas
to burden my letters mth acart-load of statisties, October 29th Paris, Texas
because | presume that everybody knows that Qctober 30th, 81st Dellas, Texas
our death rate for infants 1s almost the highest November 1st Dallas, Texas
m the eivilized world, and that seemsto be inevit-  November 2nd, 3rd Austin, Texas
able aslong asthe prevailing birth rate continues November 4th, 5th San Antonio, Texas
As Havelock Ellis somewhere puts it, the medal November 6th, 7th, 8th Houston. Texas
that bears 'More Births' on the obverse, reads November 9th New Orleans L a
on the reverse 'More Deaths’ Though we have November 10th Gulfport, Miss
heard much m eulogy of astationary populat~on November |1th, 12th Mobile, Ala
from the Dean of St Paul's, we know there 1s November 18th, 14th Montgomerv, Ala
no country even in Europe that 1s enjoying the November 15th, 16th Birmincham, Ala
blessing | n fact any man who cares to look at November 17th, 18th Atlanta Ga
the vital statistics of the leading European coun- November 19th, 20th Nashwille, Tenn
tries, sice (say) the Bradlaugh-Besant tral; will  November 21st Gallatin, Tenn
find that family hmitation, 1f 1t has affected the November 22nd Snow Hiull, N C
popul at~orproblem at all, has done so under the November 23rd Plumtree, N C
heads ‘birth-rate’ and 'death-rate,’ and not very November 24th Forest City, N C
much under the 'surplus birth rate," which 1s the November 25th, 26th, 27th Wilmington, N C
growth of populat~on That 1s the problem for November 28th, 29th Conway, S C
India tO consider also” December 1st Bedford, Va
December 2nd, 3rd Richmond. Va

The following passage from the last census of December 4th Lacey Springs, Va
India lends cold figures for measuring the baby December 5th, 6th, 7th Fairmont, W Va
death-rate which Mr Chand deplores December 8th Morgantown, W Va
"It has been calculated,” saysthe CensusReport, December 9th Martmsburg, W Va
"that every year no fewer than two milhon Indian December 10th, 11th Baltimore, Md

babies die, while many of those who survive con- December 12th, 13th, 14th Washington, D C
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GOLDIE GRASSHOPPER
(Continued from page 282)

find his shut eyes had been but a ruse He was
starmg at her more fixedly than ever " Rubbers
worsethan me,"" she mused "'l wish Jake could see
the darned Iittle mutt™ Then it suddenly came
over her what it would be like to have a big Jake
show the shghtest interest and pndein alittle Jake

The thought brought back her rage, resentment
and sdf mty, and she threw herself over on her
side—to gaze upon the face of Gracie catching
sight of her aghast from the adjacent bed The en-
counter was too sudden for either girl to have a
chance to lide from the other For once, the self-
possession Of both completely deserted them With
Jaws dropping the two girls stared at each other,
and when the words dof abuse with which both were
so0 familar, rose automatically to their hips, they
died unuttered “Lymg side by each in the mater-
nity ward sure cramps your style when it comes to
mud-shinging,” as Goldie afterwards truly re-
marked

"How long you been here™' Goldie finally man-
aged to ask "Ten days—leaving tomorrow,"
answered Gracie " Thought you'd run off and got
married,” said Goldie ' Going to the justice next
week ™’ " Tothe justice?” burst out Goldie jealous-
ly, rsing on her elbow, “How’d you work that? A
shot-gun or the kid?” "The kid’s dead,” said
Gracte "Oh, dead, 1s 1t?” said Goldie sinking back,
as 1if that answered all questions " No such luck
here Look at what | drew," and she held up little
Jake, whose black berry eyes still peered from his
blankets, and who was sucking mildly at an imag-
mary milk supply " Ever see anything worse than
that to have wished on you?" she inquired sardonic-
aly "Yes, | have' answered Gracie, ""l've seen
one dead,"” and she suddenly turned her face to the
wall

( To be concluded)

THE DIFFERENTIAL BIRTH RATE

(Continued from page 219)

levels This material, which | believe to be umque,
I cannot present here but shall do so 1n a forthcom-
ing book * Hereit can only be said that these data
are of a high order of accuracy, are directly and
specifically pertment to the pomnt at 1ssue, are far
more extensive than anything which has hitherto
been available, and clearly and definitely support
the argument which 1 have made

There 1s another aspect of this second point in
my argument which | desire briefly to develop

* The Buology of Population Growth, New York (Alfred A
Knopf) Publshed October, 1925

Bzrth Control Revzew

Some early eugenic studies, especially those of Pro-
fessor Karl Pearson demonstrated the fact that
various Sorts o obviously unfit persons had high
fertihity rates, while some equally obviously fit per-
sons had low fertihity rates This situation he
rightly regarded as racially unsound in principle
But a curiously inverted deduction from these re-
sults has become current The doctrine seems to
have gamed wide currency that somehow high fer-
tility magroupisinitself an imdication of probable
racial unfitness | nactual fact every group of per-
sons that | can thmk of which does show high fer-
tility seems to be quite generally regarded by
eugenists as soaally and biologically undesirable
They arealleged tobe genetically unfit 1t has even
been mamtained that there 1s a gene, or combina-
tion of genes, for poverty — that a man is poor only
because he inherited stupidity, lack of ambition,
or some other smmlar traits of character Now,
while | am certamnly no violent environmentalist,
I gravely doubt if such a position 1s tenable The
best evidence agamnst it, | thmk, is the overwhelm-
ingly common fact that the ranks of the rich and
the well-to-do (which also generally mean the edu-
cated and cultured) areto a very large degree con-
stantly being recruited from the ranks of the poor
Y et it 1s apparently the poor, and not merely the
morons and defectives, that have ligh birth rates
There are in the world a fair lot o rich morons
and rich defectives (some uncharitable persons
would even say a good many) Butin my observa-
tron when morons are rich their birth rate 1s not
high It s just about that of the rich in general
And similarly the birth rate of the poor moron or
defective 1s not greatly different, so far as | can
learn, from that of the poor in general The shock-
mg comparisons o the fertibity of the Jukes and
other such degenerate and defective stocks are
usualy made with such groups as the Edwards
family, or college men or women, who occupy an
obviously different economsc plane Are the Jukes
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more fertilethan agroup of honest, and biologically
and socially sound workingmen of as nearly as pos-
stble the same economuc status* This question |
think has not received the consideration it deserves
Space lacks to present statistical evidence on this
point here, but | hope-to do so later

Before leaving thissecond point of the argument
I wish to make it as clear as possible, in order to
forestall the otherwise certain misrepresentation
of my views, that | do not regard economic factors
as the only ones influencing human birth rates
Nothing could be farther from my position | am
merely trying to show that the evidence indicates
that there seemsto be generally a significant cor-
relation between variations or differences in eco-
nomic status and variations in birth rate This fact
has been pointed out by a number of students of
the problem, notably the distinguished English
statistician G Udny Yule But that other non-
economic social factors such as rehgion, and various
biological factors also may play a role and an im-
portant one in some cases no sensible person would
den

T)I/qe third point in my argument is that it is not
only desirable in the eugenic interest of the races
to cut down, mdeed completely extmguish the high
birth rate of the unfit and defective portions of
mankind, but it is also equally desirable because
of the menacing pressure of world population, to
reduce the birth rate o the poor, even though they
be in every way biologically sound and fit This
contention, 1 think, needs no extended argument
A wealth of evidence regarding the social and bio-
logical consequences of the growth of population
has been collected, and convincingly and brilliantly
presented by Dr E M East in his recent book
"Mankind at the Cross-roads” Another recent
book of the same tenor that will repay reading is
Swinburne’s " Population and the Social Problem ”

My fourth, and final point, is that the efforts of
the eugenists to correct the evils of the differential
birth rate, by endeavoring to induce the socialy,
economuecally, and in some part biologicaly, supe-
rior classes to reproduce more freely, as a sort-of
transcendental social duty, has not met with any
statistically discernible success, and in my opinion
is not likely to When the issue which is to deter-
mine human behavior is drawn between the present
comfort, happmess and well-being of the repro-
ducers on the one hand, and the indefinitely future
welfare of society in general, or the race or state,
on the other hand, he would seem indeed a simple-
minded, not to saY fatuous, optimist who supposes
that the latter will outweigh the former 1t will do
nothing of the kind It was a worldly wise if not
very altruistic sinner who first raised the question
as to what posterity has ever done for us As was
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recently pomnted out editorially m England "A
man may be induced by patriotic motives to die for
his country, but hardly to procreate chldren for
her, unless he can be convinced that those children
will find places to fill at least as good as that he
occupies Rhetorie about race suicide, the dechine
of the empire, and so on, will never be accepted by
the potential parent as a substitute for an economie
guarantee”

But if 1t is not possible to make desirable people
have more babies, why not try teaching other people
how to have fewer? This 1s precisely the position
of the Birth Control movement, and it seemsto me
to offer the only hope of altering for the better the
existing differential inequalities in the distribution
of the birth rate  Many persons object to the Birth
Control movement on the ground that i1t widens
already undesirable class differences in the birth
rate, because the intelligent and educated people
al practice it while those with the high birth rates
will not But will they not? | am not newly so
sure of this as | once thought | was The tightest
of legal barriers prevents now the diffusion of
knowledge as to methods of contraception The
poor 1n particular are shut off from learning what
1s the best information available in these directions
At the same time the poor man s quite as keen as
anybody else for the pleasures of sex As has
already been pointed out above it 1s his chief re-
source as an outlet for the extra nervous tension
begotten by the harsh environment to which he 1s
more or less doomed | s 1t any matter of wonder,
things being legally as they are, that the poor have
a high birth rate?

Summing the whole case up, 1t seems to me that
1t stands about like this the Birth Control move-
ment after a long and bitter struggle has attained
a certain academuc sort of respectabiity Harmless
people are at any rate allowed to meet together and
discuss 1t But in my judgment the time 1s hard
upon us when a certain militaney 1n 1ts advocacy,
even at some possible expense of respectability, 1s
caled for The highest interests of humamtv de-
mand that the menace of population growth and
of the differential birth rate shall be effectively met
if our civilization is to persist in anything like 1ts
present form Entirely free and widespread dis-
semination of mformation about methods of contra-
ception is the only wny at once humane and intelli-
gent of attempting to meet this menace which has
yet been devised | am inclined to believe, from
other studies | have made, that the birth rate will
continue to fall even if Birth Control knowledge
18 not more widely disseminated But Birth Con-
trol offers a hope that this fall may be made more

] rapid and differential Why not try it*
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