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N December, the American Birth Control 
Leawe  will go to Congress for the first t ~ m e  

w ~ t h  a B ~ r t h  Control Amendment to Sect~on 211 of 
the Postal Law The great work to be done In the 
Fall  will be to put all candidates for the Senate and 
House of Representat~ves on record for or aga~nst 
the bdl before the November election and to follow 
up  those who are elected and enl~st them actwe sup- 
port even before they take their seats in Congress 
Fo r  t h ~ s  we need all the help our members and sym- 
path~zers In all states can glve us I f  you want to 
help, write to the Secretary a t  the League head- 
quarters, who will send you coples of the bill with 
quest~onnaire to candidates attached I f  you want 
to help In another way you can send a check A 
dollar w~l l  help, five w~l l  make you s member of 
our Conqress~onal Comrn~ttee and ten w~ll  brmg 
you our blessmgs and a monthly report from Wash- 
mgton 

we stdl really care whether ~t is a g r l  o i a  
boy? Do  "famil~es cons~der a boy an asset, Do 

a g ~ r l  a hab111ty2" It IS hard to belleve that great 
numbers of people st111 feel t h ~ s  way about the 
relat~ve value of the sexes, and yet the reception 
gwen by the English press to Mrs Mont~eth Er -  
skme's book, "Sex by Cho~ce," would seem to m- 
d~cate  that they do W e  have not read Mrs 
Ersk~ne's book, ~t may or may not have any value 
as a contr~butlon to a subject that is now much dis- 
cussed m scientific circles Mrs Erskine alone so 
far cla~ms that she knows the secret of creating 
male or female, but med~cal science has gone part 

of the way It has reached the pomt of forecastmg 
the sex of the unborn ch~ld 

D r  Isaac Fried of the Jew~sh Matern~ty Hos- 
p~tal ,  New York, has accord~ng to the Medzcd 
Revrew of Revzews been able, by specla1 blood test, 
to judge correctly the sex of many hundred chil- 
dren m utero That science w~ l l  soon go farther 
than this IS the pred~ct~on of the Engllsh b~ologist 
Jullan Huxley, who states In an mterv~ew In the 
London Dazly News that in fifty years the problem 
of sex determ~nat~on w~l l  be solved H e  adds how- 
ever, that t h ~ s  may not be an unm~xed bless~ng and 
"beheves that the result may eas~ly be chaos" un- 
less the direction of t h ~ s  power is under sc~entlfic 
control W ~ t h  sex determ~nat~on Professor Hux- 
ley lmks B ~ r t h  Control as a subject wh~ch sc~entific 
bod~es should be tak~ng  seriously, and recommends 
that "the controll~ng of these two very powerful 
factors In human history" should be m the hands 
of a Medical Research Council 

W ~ t h  sclence thus set on takmg these import- 
ant matters out of the haphazard control of 
nature, ~t 1s mteresting to know the latest figures 
on the proport~ons of the sexes I n  the Un~ted  
States (census of 1920) it was 104 males to  100 
females A comp~lat~on for Europe by D r  %laurel 
has been glven recently In the Bulletzn de L.',4cnde- 
m e  de Medeczne (Pans)  It shows that most 
European countries since 1865 show an excess of 
boy bab~es I n  France the latest figure IS about 102 
boys to  100 g~rls,  m some other countries the excess 
is greater Maurel beheves that the age of parents, 
especially of the father, has some d u e n c e ,  smce 
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figures from Norway show that the younger the 
father the greater the proport~on of boys 

T the opemng of the S~xth Assembly of the 
League of Nat~ons on September Yth, Paul 

Pamleve, the French Premler, who del~vered the 
operung address apolog~zed, accordmg to press re- 
ports, "because greater efforts for peace had not 
been put forth" by the League The way to help 
the peace movement m a fundamental way 1s stlll 
open I t  1s two years smce France t r~ed to have 
mformatlon about contracept~on read into the ob- 
scemty laws of the nat~ons whch are members of 
the League The effort was defeated, malnly ~t 1s 
beheved by the efforts of England, and slnce then 
England has gone far toward government support 
of Bwth Control So we may hope that she mll 
soon be added to Holland as an actwe supporter 
of Br th  Control m the League 

T HE Roman Cathohc oppos~t~on m England, 
forced to try to meet m other ways some of 

the problems demandmg Birth Control for their 
solution, has presented a program for the rel~ef of 
overpopulat~on The program, framed by Father 
Deegan of Leicester 1s gwen m our news from 
England With the excephon of one item it 1s 
based from begmmng to end on self control 

T h s  -age of rehef for them msenes-tha pro- 
gram based on emotional starvat~on-1s all the 
greatest of the Chr~st~an churches has to offer ~ t s  
children as the alternat~ve for Bwth Control The 
self control whch would h t  a marrlage to a 
reasonable famdy of, say, three children means that 
many years of married hfe must he passed m abso- 
lute cehbacy 

T h s  church, of any lnstitutlon m the world, 
ought to know that such self control 1s a mrage 
For more than fifteen hundred years the Roman 
Cathohc Church has been trymg to enforce cehbacy 
not upon the rank and file, but upon a p~cked body 
of the hohest men m ~ t s  membersh~p Its experience 
1s told m one of the great source books of medmeval 
htory, Henry C Lea's "H~story of Sacerdotal 
Cehbacy m the M~ddle Ages " 

T HE struggle began m the fourth century when 
the Church irrevocably comrn~tted itself to ap 

unmarried priesthood An ~mrnehate result was the 
inshtuhon of the Agapetae, a body of young wo- 
men m platomc relahons mth the monks and secu- 
lar pnests The Agapetae, ~t is hardly necessary 
to state, soon lost its platomc character and became 
one of the most scandalous mshtut~ons of the early 
mddle ages Nor was thls the only scandal that 
followed m the tram of sacerdotal cehbacy 

The general s~tuat~on In h s  hfetune 1s described 
by St  Augustme, hlmself one of those by whose 
efforts sacerdotal cehbacy was unposed H e  found 
everywhere "eccles~ast~cs surrounded by young fe- 
male slaves and leadmg an ex~stence whlch dlffered 
from matrimony only In the absence of the mar- 
rlage ceremony" L ~ k e  reports of cond~tions are 
gwen century after century A stream of laws, 
pmshments and supervisory vls~ts by church au- 
thor~tles prove at once, says Mr Lea, "the hope- 
lessness of the attempt and the mcurable nature of 
the disorders of which the church was at once the 
cause and the vlctun " 

N the runth century after long continued and 
vlgorous "cleanups," the Councll at AIX found 

that the convents were often brothels and that m 
the monastar~es the demal of appropr~ate and 
healthful affection led to fearful and unnatural 
crlmes 

By the tenth century the decenter parish clergy, 
disgusted mth the p r e v a h g  sacerdotal looseness, 
began to take mves, sometunes, ~f they could find 
hke-mmded priests to perform it, mth the rehgous 
ceremony, sometunes as concubmes, but even m 
these cases m a permanent and honorable u o n  
Sometunes all the priests m a docese were marned 
I n  one case where a h~gher church hgmtary pro- 
tested they rephed that "marnage was necessary 
to protect the church agamst the most h~deous 
vlces " I n  certam Spamsh provmces mdeed, for 
this very reason the panshoners compelled them 
parnsh pnests to marry Whether broken by un- 
morallty or marnage, the law was always, mth 
whatever penalt~es ~t was enforced throughout the 
centuries, a dead letter mth a large body of the 
clergy The fight for sacerdotal cehbacy was never 
fought to a successful conclusion 

Today the pr~esthood is a smaller class relahvely 
to the whole populahon, it can perhaps be recmted 
from that small group who have a vocahon for 
ascet~c~sm T ~ I  the Middle Ages not ascehcs alone, 
but all peace-lovmg men and women sought refuge 
m the rehgous hfe Of such as these 1s the worldly 
man and woman of today and mth such evldence 
as thls of the mprachcabhty of enforcmg cehbacy, 
or such self control m marnage as amounts to 
cel~bacy on the rank and file, we can only agree 
mth Athenagoras, one of the early fathers of the 
Church who opposed the maugurahon of the prac- 
t m ,  that "that law ~s not from God whch enjoins 
upon us prachces contrary to our nature " 

Mr Lea's study has a moral not only for Roman 
Cathohcs, but for all those who beheve that sex and 
populat~on problems can be solved by the magc 
formula Self -control 
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Mice and Men 
By C C LITTLE, D SC 

A F R I E N D  of -me,  a sc~ent~st who 1s mter- right Now, do you belleve, or do you not, that sex 
ested m the breedmg of mce for genehc mtercourse has any other funchon than the mere 

purposes, was not so very long ago s~ttmg In hls produchon of children? Is ~t under any other cxr- 
laboratory mth a box down on the floor at the s~de cumstances legtunate or proper?" 
of b, and m the box were two mce, both of them The black mouse sa~d, "Yes, that IS a quest~on 
very reputable gentlemen mce One was a black whlch sometunes 1s dec~ded one way and somet~mes 
mouse mth a httle white d h r - h k e  rmg around h s  another Personally I see no object~on to ~t under 
neck, and the other was a frowsy, somewhat battle- proper cwcumstances " 
scarred old mouse who had spent h s  hfe m the "Well," said the brown mouse, "we know, then, 
cause of sc~ence.* that you admt, to start mth, that sex mtercourse 

My fnend had been readmg Burns and had read m Itself may not be wrong If properly conducted, 
somethmg about the best-la~d p h s  of mce and that 1s under the Proper arcurnstances " 
men, when he fell mto a doze and became a httle "Yes," sa~d the whte mouse 
deeper asleep and suddenly found, to h s  amaze- "Now," sald the brown mouse, "that 1s an mter- 
ment that he was no longer sithng there m the chaw estmg cond~t~on Do I understand that you would 
but that he was m a white-walled room mth a m e  say that ~t was qute proper for marr~ed people to 
cover on lt, and he looked up through the m e  roof, have sex mtercourse at a so-called safe penod, 
and there slttlng at a table beslde the room that he phys~ologcally Is  that proper accordmg to your 
was m were these two enormous mce, one the vlewpomt?" 
brown, frowsy, sclent&c mouse, and the other a "Well," said the black mouse, "yes, that would 
black mouse mth a small white around hls be ent~rely proper That 1s smply usmg a natural 
neck, and they were dlscussmg thmgs rather ac- condltlon of affairs, that 1s smply usq-" 
t~vely and the subject seemed to be on the quest~on 
of ]Irmtat~on of offspring The sc~ent~st down m the 
box hstened and wondered what was gomg to N D  the brown mouse mterrupted h ~ m  and sa~d, happen to him, but couldn't help belng mterested A c C ~ h a t  Is smply usmg a period at 

discussion that was gomg On The brown whch you can mtroduce mto the sltuatlon a mental 
mouse I am greatly interested re- obstruchon just as mechanical, as consclous, as 'gon I want to learn what you people do planned and as real as any other contracept~ve be'eve about this matter of B1*h I know method ever thought of There 1s no naturalness 
It Is hard for you to reah that I am m- about that particular safe per~od If  you were not terested, but I am Tell us about it " reasomng, $ you were not usmg your reasomng, 

to u t h e  a phys~ologcal cond~t~on, that hne of 
argument whlch you have advanced wouldn't be 

T H E  black mouse sa~d, "Well, we beheve that ~t possible 
Is qute proper to ]Irmt the number of progeny ,,I suppose so," said the black mouse by abstmence, by no sex mtercourse of any Inn$'- 

he heslbted a hHle before usmg the term "Then," the brown mouse went on, "If you 
tercourse- but he said, =we may as be frd, that lt 1s qmte proper to use that mformatlon, why 
by not mdulging m sex intercourse Of course there do you usmg other mfOrmatlOn' If you 
are specla1 cases where it mght Ele proper for hus- admt that sex intercourse under some clrcum- 
band and rnfe to hve spa* m order to bmg that stances 1s proper, and If you admit that you can 
&bout, but we -'t countenance hs use of me&- the safe periods ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o g ~ l l ~ ,  do yo" 
amcal or other methods to prevent the producbon to the other There Is 

of chldren It IS wlcked, ~t ~s wrong, ~t a smful " whatever " 

~h~ brown mouse said, =well, that mterests me The black mouse mterrupted and he said, "Oh, 
a deal you say that B A h  Control by m n b -  but you have you have a very gave difference, 

cephve methods IS sm, and you say that Blrth Con- because ~f you use any consclous means of contra- 
b l  by =hbacy or by conhence = perfectly all cePtlve treatment* You won't have any ProgenY at 

all " - 
~xeerpts Imm an address at the ~h ~ n t ~ r n ~ t i o n d  ~ m -  The brown mouse came W h t  back and said, "As 

malthusm and ~ i r t h  ~o-I Conference far as I know, there IS no method entirely sat~s- 
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factorv, and ~f the powers that be make ~t poss~ble 
for the safe per~od not always to be safe, surely 
thev can take advantage of a method that 1s not 
ent~rely safe " 

There was a sort of an uncomfortable pause that 
followed that They hoth pot sl~ghtly cool toward 
each other A t  that pomt the brown mouse seemed 
to become as I sad,  somewhat ~mna t~en t  H e  pot 
up  and delwered h~mself of somethrna 11ke the fol- 
lomnq statement "It  seems to me that you have 
m~ved your log~c E~ther ,  to reTlew verv bnefly, 
sex ~ntercourse w~thout offsprmg 1s r q h t  or wrong 
I f  mono, then vou must not use the safe per~od 
or any other method and vou must dmourage mar- 
nages ~d wh~ch s t e r~ l~ tv  IS known to occur You 
can't he log~ral and allow ~ntercourse under those 
cond~t~ons But ~f ~t 1s r ~ g h t  w~thout that, then you 
a d m ~ t  ~ t s  value If you adm~t  ~ t s  value you must 
ut1117e ~t to the fullest poss~ble extent of ~ t s  phvsio- 
log~cal and psycholoe;~cal pos s~h~ l~ t~es  I f  ~t 1s r~ght ,  
have ~t r~ght ,  and ~f ~t 1s wrong, elmmate ~t 

"By s~mply uslng safe penods, you do not ut111ze 
wen the phys~olog~cal knowledge wh~ch you and 
I have You actuallv trv to outmt nature, for ~t 
m that per~od undoubtedly nt wh~ch nature says 
that ~t IS not econom~cal or normal to have sex mter- 
course Look at  all the h~story of the lower an~mals 
and you w~l l  see that Evolut~onar~ly there 1s no 
a rpmen t  for ~t as a natural hab~ t  at  that t ~ m e  
You, therefore, In advocatmg that t ~ m e  are really 
ent~rely ~l log~cal  and you are not natural It seems 

a pecul~ar thmg to  me, as a sc~ent~st, that you take 
that vlewpolnt 

"If too you are gomg to make ~t natural p v -  
cholog~cally, whv ~nsert  the element of douht and 
fear and uncertamty that comes w ~ t h  urlne; a 
method hke n safe phys~ologwal per~od Why hmt 
a t  the pos s~b~ l~ ty  of pun~shmentc Whv not use a 
more ~ntelhgent and more defin~te method'" 

It seemed to me, as my fr~end told me th~s ,  that 
those two mlce were dep~ctmg very clearly a condl- 
t ~ o n  that actually ex~sts W e  all know that the 
Roman Cathol~c Church does not hold a vlew very 
d~fferent from that wh~ch the black mouse outlmed 
W e  all know that they are attemptme; to expla~n 
t h ~ s  s~ tua t~on ,  to put ~t forward on the bas~s of what 
they honestly belleve to be r ~ g h t  It seems, there- 
fore, a quest~on of r~gh t  on our part to look mto 
the log~c of that s~tuat~on,  unemot~onally, w ~ t h  all 
the ~ntell~qence and mterest and tolerance that we 
can poss~bly b r ~ n g  mto play, and ~f we do ~t seems 
to me that we must adm~t  that ~f that Church or 
any other allows or sanct~ons sexual mtercourse a t  
any per~od other than for the product~on of ch~l- 
dren, that then that Church must, m the logrcal 
conclus~on, see that to make mtercourse safer and 
w~thout the feehng of dread and fear and worry 1s 
better,-~f they are gomg to enter that busmess a t  
all, ~f they are gomg to a d m ~ t  ~t 1s right under any 
c~rcumstances, ~t seems only f a ~ r  to ask them to con- 
s~der  ser~ously the extens~on of them log~c to ~ t s  
proper conclus~on 

The Differential Birth Rate* 

E V E R Y  one who has thought ser~ously of the 
soc~al ~mpl~ca t~ons  of e~ther the eugenlcs or 

the B ~ r t h  Control movements has been pumled and 
d~sturbed by the phenomenon of d~fferent~al b~ r th  
rates If  he has thought at  all correctly about the 
matter he has perce~ved that m t h ~ s  phenomenon 
hes perhaps one of the greatest ex~stmg obstacles 
blockmg the way to the fa~r ly  speedy a t t a ~ w e n t  
of a t  least some part of that earthly m~llen~um of 
wh~ch both these modern gospels pamt such a glow- 
mg p~cture The wrong kmd of people have too 
many ch~ldren, and the r ~ g h t  k ~ n d  too few It 
almost seems as though some perverse daemon pos- 
sessed human lund, and made them do exactlv the 

.Read at the Slxth International Nco-Malthuman and Birth 
(loetrd Conference. New York ClQ, March 28, 19211 

oppos~te of what a really enl~ghtened self-mterest 
would ~nd~ea t e  to be the r ~ g h t  thmg 

Thus recent figures on the relatwe fer t~hty of 
d~fferent occupat~ons m England and Wales show 
that the number of ch~ldren per 100 marr~ed 
couples, when the age of the occup~ed husband 1s 
below 55 years are as follows for teachers 95, non- 
conform~st m~msters 96, Church of England clergy 
101, physmans and surgeons 103, authors and 
ed~tors 104, pol~cemen 153, postmen 159, carmen 
207, dock laborers 231, barmen 234, mlners 258, 
and general laborers 438 It IS a long way from 
the 95 ch~ldren per 100 marr~ed couples of the 
teachers to the 438 per 100 of the general laborers 

A n  lnstructwe aspect of the figures m the Umted 
States census 1s brought out by comparmg the 
b~r th  rate m each state for natme-born mothers, 
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m t h  the estimated value of all property per capita 
of population of 1922 in the same states The per 
capita wealth figures used are the official pubhshed 
data of the Department of Commerce 

It is a t  once evldent when this comparison 
is made that generally in those states where the 
b~ r th  rate is hlgh the average per caplta wealth is 
low, the net correlatlon between the blrth rate per 
1,000 women and the aserage per caplta value of 
all property when population (as of 1920) is held 
constant-in order to free the result of spurious 
correlation-1s 

Thls is not only significant, but a relatively h g h  
correlation 

The ev~dence so far presented, of whlch a great 
deal more might be adduced, is, I think, suffic~ent 
to establish the first point in my argument, whlch 
1s that in general there is a definite correlation be- 
tween birth rate and poverty But poverty in turn 
is a substantially accurate relative measure of the 
qzlalzty of the phys~cal and biological environment 
of human beings The envlronment of the very 
poor is hard m every respect, food, shelter, work 
and fat~gue, recreatlon, all these elements are far 
harsher in their impact upon human beings stncken 
mth  poverty than upon people of wealth The 
very poor man cannot control his environment to 
the benefit of his happiness and well-bemng except 
m a degree shght and inslpficant as compared 
m t h  that m whch the rich man can control his 

Without for the present inquiring a t  all as t o  why 
the poor man came to be poor, or contmues to be 
so, ~t 1s the plam fact that the very poor live in a 
physically and biologically harsh and inadequate 
envlronment, whlle somethmg about the opposlte 
of thls is true of the very rich So then the-first 
point of the argument may be stated In t h s  way 
it appears to be generally the fact that there 1s an 
mverse or negative correlatlon man~fest amongst 
human belngs between the blrth rate and the blo- 
logical q u a h b  or adequacy of the envlronment for 
the maintenance of human comfort and well-being 
The nature of t h s  correlation is that the better the 
envlronment, the more comfortable and hlgher the 
standard of hvmg, the lower the birth rate and 
w e  versa 

My second pomt is that there are, I beheve, 
grounds for supposing that ~t is the very harshness 
and inadequacy of the human enmronment which 

" The cure for the defects of Btrth Con- 
trol," says D r  Pearl rn effect ,  paraphranng 
the expresston of  a poltttcal phtloropher rn 
regard to democracy, "2s more, and more 
democratrc Btr th Control" 

is the Inevitable and Indeed necessary concom~tant 
of real poverty, whlch tends both directly, and m- 
d~rectly through psychological reactions, to produce 
a high birth rate And, on the other hand. it seems 
to me to be equally clear that the probably super- 
optlmal environment, biologically speakmg, which 
even moderate wealth 1s able to command. tends 
both directly and indirectly to  low fertility and 
even a good deal of actual sterility Not only do 
the well-to-do have many other pleasurable outlets 
for nervous energy besldes the sexual, but also 
they are generally acquainted w ~ t h  the best methods 
of contraception Both of these factors tend to 
lower the class blrth rate All wealth 1s of course 
relatwe I am not referring solely to the glittermg 
opera patron of the nietropolls As  compared w ~ t h  
real poverty the environmental sltuation of what 
are called middle-class people-even the college 
professors-1s blolopcally adequate 

The implication of the preceding paragraph is 
that there is a correlat~onal nexus or pathway of 
the followmg sort Relative wealth makes possible, 
and 1s correlated wlth a relatively favorable and 
easy envlronment for human existence On the 
physical slde t h ~ s  means better food, housmg, etc 
On the psychological s ~ d e  ~t means more avenues 
and opportunltles of recreation, more vaned m- 
tellectual ~nterests, and generally wider outlets for 
nervous energy These things in turn, ~t is sug- 
gested, correlate w ~ t h  a less actme sex hfe, and wlth 
a lower blrth rate A t  the other economic extreme 
we have the opposite picture Poverty correlates 
with a poor envlronment for human existence, m th  
poor food and housmg, and on the psychologxal 
side restricted opportunities for recreatlon, narrow 
mtellectual interests, and generally few rel~able 
outlets for the speedy and satisfactory relief of 
nervous tenslon Thls sltuation correlates wlth 
more frequent sexual actlvlty and a higher birth 
rate 

I n  support of this suggestion as to  the correla- 
tions involved I have a mass of definite and directly 
pertinent statistical evidence, based upon the sex 
llfe of normal people in groups of the population 
of different economic, cultural and intellectual 
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Under  thrs head, suggestzve of our self-conscrous attatude toward sex educatron, the "Journal of 
Socral Hygrene" publrshes the excellent edrtorral whzch w e  reprrnt rn part 

S EX educat~on 1s bemg stead+ adopted mto 
more schools, recognmd by more fathers and 

mothers as one of the mescapable respons~bht~es of 
parenthood The convlct~on grows that chddren 
and young people have a right to be taught In sex 
matters, and that we must somehow tell them, early 
and frankly, what we have come to call "the facts 
of Me " 

Probably no one m t h s  generat~on d do ~t 
thoroughly well Old taboos do not mdeed go 
easdy Hab~ts of thought once set m cMdhood hold 
us-hold all of us-far longer and more firmly than 
we hke to admt What seem the blatant mdeh- 
cacles and dangerous expermentat~ons of the 
present are probably the result we should have 
known we would have to expect, for a whde, from 
the clouded and sporahc sex teachmg whch IS 

about the best we can yet do But we shall do a 
great deal better The parents and the teachers of 
to-day, the best of them, are themselves held by 
thew own ch~ldhood ideas, old thoughts whch they 
do not beheve, reluctances they d~savow, athtudes 
of the rmnd and tenuous cobwebs of old msappre- 
hens~ons whlch thew mtellects reject but whch 
fetter thew freedom none the less Whde we are 
so hand~capped, our teachmg 1s under h b i t ~ o n s  
whch make ~t come uncertainly and clouded even 
though the h b h o n  IS agalnst our judgment and 
our will, even though ~t 1s mthout our clear con- 
sclousness 

w E cannot yet stand wholly erect m the pres- 
ence of great sanct~t~es we have lnsulted 

Too many centur~es our race called the flesh ~gnoble 
and thought sex Inherently unclean-thought only 
cehbacy beaut~ful m the eyes of heaven-only w- 
g n t y  dime-the soul created to be good, and the 
poor body wrapped mahgnantly around ~t for ~ t s  
perplexity and ~ t s  hfelong tnal When the teachers 
of children have moved far enough away from the 
thought-mher~tances of those old days to be wholly 
d ~ b ~ t e d  by them, then they can let the knowl- 
edge of the phys~ology of sex, and the meanmg of 
love and mama- and parenthood and the meat 

mto concept~ons of lnsplrmg beauty and hgh obh- 
gat~on, the nch and joyous heart of human hfe 

w E are st~ll  m an early stage of sex educat~on 
The way we thmk of ~t IS stdl f a d y  truth- 

fully expressed by the phrase abov+"one of the 
mescapable respons~bht~es of parenthood " Whde 
we thmk of ~t as mescapable, and a duty, we have 
not gone very far, nor shall we succeed very well 
Presently we shall see ~ t ,  mstead, as one of the 
beaut~fully natural unfoldmgs, hke lookmg on and 
stretclung a hand when the baby takes hls first 
lovely, tottery steps alone I t  mll be hke watchmg 
the school boy explore the great umvel.se mth h ~ s  
eager mmd and catch one after another of grown 
men's mterests--soc~ology, the great sciences, the 
great arts It wdl be hke the other h t a b l e  prm- 
leges and happ~ness of parenthood, hke proudly 
watchmg the chdd grow mto a man and stretchmg 
a hand to h m  when he needs ~ t ,  rejolcmg to stretch 
it It wdl not be a duty foreseen and deferred, or 
foreseen and accepted and accomphshed once for 
all, resolutely It wdI be an exchange of thoughts 
between the chldren and the~r fathers and mothers, 
a gradual commg to understand, a transmss~on of 
~deals, a contagon of asplrat~ons, happenmg no- 
body knows when or how, but happenmg, permeat- 
mg childhood 

We have not come to a real sex educat~on yet 
We are stdl very self-consc~ous, very morahmg 
We meet emergencies, we scatter w a r n @ ,  we 
dehver lectures We are mdway, fettered by the 
unforgotten thoughts of the generahons belund us, 
beddered ahd unstead~ed by the d a m g  thoughts 
of the generation ahead And we are a closely cor- 
porate race-we humans We have to move for- 
ward together 
All that we have ahead IS not to be amved at 

m a day H e  who plants an oak tree and he who 
plants an idea must love the future more than the 
present, for both are of very slow growth 

It stiU r e m m  mrecogmzed that to  brcng a ch2d mto 
e n s f m e  vmtlrout a far prospect of bemg abk not odg 
to pr& food for st: body, but mfrclctwn and trammy 
for sfr mmd, w a w d  cmne both a g ~ f  the wforttmafe 

creatwe emot~o& unfold gradually m the Gder- 
standmg of httle &&en mth the punty of utter 
naturalness, and deepen m the thoughts of youth oifspnng and a g ~ t  socccfg -JOHN S T U ~ T  MILL 



Goldie Grasshopper 
By ELEANOB ROWLAND WEMBBIDQE 

CHAPTER I 

I "The tragrc member of the rrregular love I 
trrangle as the chrld who should never have 
been born " 

G RACIE was the large brunette at one end of 
the chorus m the Bantam Burlesque, and 

Gol&e was the small gul  at the other end, who by 
much apphcation of peroxlde and lemon julce, had 
succeeded m becommg a gdt-edged blonde Grac~e 
was 19, had a big resonant voice, and &d the senh- 
mental songs, as well as the "coon-shoutmg" and 
"blues " Gol&e was 17 and her vo~ce was nothmg 
but a rasp, squealed off-key through her nose But 
she had that mystenous possession known as "a 
good he,"  &d some funny eccentnc dances, and 
the auhences at  the Bandbox were not parbcular 
about them music provlded the gub were hvely 
As was to be expected, each gwl sdrmred her own 
accomphhments pro&gously, and expressed a 
voluble scorn and susplclon of her rival m a jeal- 
ousy whch added much thnll and excitement to 
them hves 

But each had other sdrmrers beslde herself 
Grac~e was often met after the show by a heavy 
man renorted to be of great wealth m the tobacco 
busmess No one knew much about h m  But 
Gol&e was m love mth Jake, the solo saxaphomst 
m the orchestra H e  was sleek and shmy of ham, 
mth narrow patent leather pumps, and the blackest 
of black eyes H e  could sob on hu saxophone m 
every tnck posltion mvented by jam clowns, and 
he and Gol&e had mvented a few dances m whch 
he would leap to the stage and dance n t h  her, 
lmltatmg her nasal wads on h ~ s  instrument as they 
danced T h s  was really very funny, for both of 
them had streaks of the genume comedmn m them, 
as well as some acrobat~c skdl, and Jake m h s  way 
was a real musician H e  rehhed the humor of 
Gol&e's s m p g  whch was so poor that she made a 
feature of it, and the mtation of it mth hls throb- 
bmg horn was the very spmt of buffoonery 

It was just before Christmas and the Bantam 
was dong its blggest busmess, somewhat handl- 
capped by the absence of Gracle, who had vaguely 

disappeared, and was supposed to have gone off 
mth her stout tobacco merchant Gol&e therefore 
had everythmg her own way But m splte of the 
hohday gaiety, she was somewhat out of sorts, had 
a cold whlch took the edge off her smgulg, and a 
lunp whch prevented her dancmg, and altogether 
was not makmg the most of her opportun~ty of 
bemg, for the present, so unexpectedly n d  of her 
rlval On one desperately cold night, mth the ther- 
mometer droppmg lower hour by hour and the 
m d  We a kmfe, Golhe crept down the back 
stam of the theatre the moment her song was over, 
ran through the alley and mto the street leadmg 
toward the lake It was not hkely to be frequented 
at thls hour of a freezmg mght and she took some 
odd haltmg steps down the icy s~dewalk-not an 
eccentnc dance, but more m the nature of a stagger 

S T U B  K E L L Y  the tax1 dnver, glldmg slowly 
about looklng for a late passenger, watched her 

mth a s~gh These show grls  mth them theatrical 
dashes to the lake, from whch some repentant es- 
cort was supposed to drag them, bored Stub, es- 
pecially on cold mghts H e  looked back of h m  to 
find the escort "She's soused, and so IS he, hkely 
But that kmd pay pretty well," he reflected, so he 
slowly followed the swaymg Goldie, although he 
could detect no sultor m the o&g "Wonder where 
she gets her moonshme It sure has got a kick," 
he mused, as he d~screetly rolled along behmd her, 
h o h g  mvltmgly at  intervals "That grl's 
pickled She'll freeze if her sweetle don't turn up " 
But stdl no "sweetie" appeared, and to Stub's sur- 
prise, Gol&e suddenly struck off from the road and 
started over the dmgy snow toward a tree on the 
dump 

The lake was frozen m great cakes whch creaked 
and rumbled and cracked m the icy wmd One lone 
tree bent mward from the strong lake blast 
Agamst its trunk Goldle stumbled and leaned, 
clutchmg ~t spasmod~cally, whde Stub watched her 
and slghed agaln If there was one passenger he 
hated worse than the kmd he thought she was be- 
fore, it was the kmd he knew she was now Like 
any tam-driver of experience he had them from 
tune to tune, and hke them all, he dreaded them 
above all h g s ,  and wanted to beat a retreat a t  
once Gol&e would never have been the mser ~f 
he had, for she saw neither hun nor anythmg m the 
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w~de unlverse but her tree Nor would anyone else 
have known A n  anonvmous call to the nearest 
polwe stat~on would sat~sfy almost any taxi-con- 
sclence 

I T just happened that In such cases Stub was 
known to be Irish and a "softy," and for some 

reason the Gold~es, as he adm~tted "got h ~ s  goatw- 
In a world where not many th~ngs d ~ d  So he drove 
to the curb nearest the lake front dump and honked, 
m~ldly a t  first, then w ~ t h  more vlgor It was ev~dent 
however, that Gold~e d ~ d  not hear hnn H e  s~ghed 
ngam ~ n d  climhed down from the seat and walked 
toward her "Want some help, glrl1e7" he s a ~ d  
gentlv The words mqh t  have been those of a pro- 
f e s s~on~ l  "gas-hawk," but they were not uttered In 
tones of bland~shment nor was there a trace of co- 
quetrv m the stare wh~ch Gold~e turned toward h ~ m  
H e r  hat was pushed over her face, on wh~ch the 
pamt stood out In purple patches against her hv~d  
cheeks The wmd howled and blew the snow In 
gusts off the blocks of lake Ice, through wh~ch an 
arc hqht threw ~ t s  blue glare on Gold~e's d~storted 
mouth It was drawn back from her teeth, and 
tmsted Into a glance of agony, as she shpped down 
her tree toward the ice beneath it 

"How about a rlde home. k~ddo?  Need your 
mother, don't you7" shouted Stub agamst the wmd 
Then he muttered "Oh Hell," p~cked her up l a d  
her In the car, and headed for the hospital with h ~ s  
foot on the gas 

"Found her by the lake," he exphned to the 
n ~ g h t  nurse, who gave her patlent one look and told 
the orderly to "make ~t snappy" "She won't tell 
her name, but she looks l ~ k e  the k ~ d  who dances at  
the Bantam " "That Bantam!" snorted the nurse 
and shrugged her shoulders She had met some 
members of ~ t s  chorus before 

T HE: next mormng found Goldie lying in a ward, 
very dazed and sullen Her  daze and sullen- 

ness were so complete that they amounted almost 
to a stupor She looked ne~ther to the r ~ g h t  nor to 
the left She would not speak to the nurses, nor 
answer when they spoke to her She was filled w ~ t h  
resentment so utter and absorbmg that her face 
was aged and hardened by ~t The Gold~e of yes- 
terday would not have wnnted to look so old and 
pmched, but the Goldre of today d ~ d  not care She 
wondered that she hved a t  all, she was so enraged 
w ~ t h  hfe The head nurse came In and looked her 
over, pushed her shghtly to one s ~ d e  of the bed and 
h d  a small bundle bes~de her "Your son wants 

you," she remarked br~efly and left the two to- 
gether A spasm of rage rose up m Gold~e's breast 
and almost st~fled her She wondered that they 
dared leave a ch~ld bes~de her, when they ouqht to  
know that she would murder ~t But she d ~ d  not 
move a muscle She lay rn the same apathy of re- 
sentment, wh~le other nurses w ~ t h  other bundles 
hurr~ed to and fro down the ward There seemed 
to be a general commot~on as of a frog pond on a 
sprlng evenlng when all the httle frogs start ch~rp- 
my at  once From forty l~ t t l e  throats came forty 
varlat~ons of the same refraln m wh~ch some shr~l l  
soprano croakmgs stood out agalnst the lust~er 
background of stout young bantones and basses 

S UDDENLY the unquenchable comed~an In 
Gold~e beaan to t~ t t e r  "I bet Jake could do 

that on the old horn " she thought, and there was a 
l~ t t l e  squlrm at her s ~ d e  and a squeak as ~neffectual 
as her own slnqlng volce lo~ned feebly In the frog- 
p ~ s h  chorus She was so startled a t  t h ~ s  sound that 
she forgot her rage for one ~nstant, and ~nvolun- 
t m l v  glanced Into the bundle There, swathed In 
blankets and w ~ t h  a towel shpp~ng over h ~ s  fore- 
head-there was Jake b l ~ n k ~ n g  up a t  her mth h ~ s  
sh~ny  black eyes, playlnq a trick saxophone In hls 
throat Gold~e was completely taken back at  t h ~ s  
a p ~ a r ~ t ~ o n  She lay gazlnq a t  ~t in s~lence, then she 
tw~tched the towel still further over one black eve, 
"Jake on a jag-for the Lord's sake!" she wh~s- 
pered stanng But she shut her eyes as she saw a 
nurse approaching 

Gold~e still lay as In a trance, but m th  new and 
even more overwhelm~ng sensat~ons added to her 
daze What preposterous llttle creature had the 
effrontery to he squawk~ng a t  her s ~ d e l  She had 
hltherto Ignored the very poss~blhty of h ~ s  ex&- 
ence She had turned from the sometunes ~ns~stent  
warnlng of h ~ s  advent, mth a skill bred of years of 
lgnorlnq all obl~gat~ons wh~ch she d ~ d  not mean to 
meet She had run away from rent collections and 
food bdls She had escaped the installment agent 
by way of the back door, and the pohce, more than 
once, by the fire escape It must be poss~ble some- 
how to dodge a helpless l~ t t l e  nobody who so 
dumbly but so pers~stently accompamed her hke 
her shadow But here he was-gazmq a t  her m t h  
the fixed 111-focussed stare of the newly-born "No 
one ever out-lamped me yet," she reflected and 
glared back at  hlm as soon as the nurse was out of 
s ~ g h t  The httle black eyes d ~ d  not waver Then 
there was a prod~pous yawn and h ~ s  eves shut 
"Wore h ~ m  out," thought Gold~e tumlng away, 
much plessed mth herself-but glanced back to 

(Catinusd on page SM)) 
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On Rustic Trails and City Streets 

Krtty  Marron appears on our cover thrs month and Mrss Yuenglrng tells the story of her experzence 
as a novrce rn open-arr sellrng N o  one w h o  has not trred rt can r e a I ~ z e  the courage rt takes to sell the 
REVIEW on the street, and no one w h o  I S  not close to the work can ertrmate the value rn contacts w e  
could not make otherwrse, of thrs form of  publrcrty for  Brrth Control 

T HERE IS a deep Interest In Blrth Control In 
thls part of the State On my motor trrp home 

from the Conference I took a supply of llterature 
There 1s a trarl along the route and some mtensrve 
spots In a particularly small area we covered marl 
box by mall box It was wonderfully lnterestmg 
to see how gladly people responded to  the rdea 
wherever we offered them llterature W e  codd 
have talked w ~ t h  anyone of them for hours W e  
could but mtroduce the subject and let the paper 
or the leaflet tell the tale I also furnished nurses 
and doctors a t  the hospltal m Buffalo wlth some of 
the magazmes and they are keenly Interested there 
One of them, D r  Lothrop, spoke before the Erle 
County Medlcal Assoclatlon a few weeks ago on 
B ~ r t h  Control and also a t  the Homeberg Nurses' 
Club on "Restr~ctron of Populatlon," chleflv from 
the pornt of new of poverty and charity and taxa- 
tlon W e  are just completmg a big Un~ted  Charl- 
t ~ e s  Drlve for some $600,000 and the speakers had 
to stress the pomt that they are most forward-look- 
mg In dealmg w ~ t h  thls problem of the need for 
chanty It was hard to get the money too 

I had a wonderful day a t  nIacy's I sold every 
one of the REVIEWS and to a mde varlety of folks- 
men and women I presume we all meet the same 
mtroductlon m street sellmg-for a sharp-eyed and 
tongued Irlsh woman was my first mqu~rer-but 
she only spoke to say, "Was the hkes of me lower- 
mng myself to hale anythmg to do w ~ t h  that?" 
And I smlled and sald, "Yes Indeed" She just  
snorted and passed on! One thmg I carefully 
watched was the eyes of the passersby and as I held 
the BIETR CONTROL REVIEW hlgh and where ~t 
could be read mthout effort, I observed that every 
pamr of eyes focused dlrectly upon ~ t !  Expressions 
were vaned-some most friendly, some very cynlcal 
and the whole gamut between-as well as many 
poker faces. 

Three very poor g r l s  came to buy durmg the 
day to whom one could see the very words on the 
magazlne were llke a haven m a storm One was an 
Itallan g r l  only 27 years old, the mother of four 
chldren She was so shabby and told me a story 

much llke the letters of Mrs Sanger's Another 
was a German glrl, a worn-out mother phvslcal!y 
and In her apparel too, and the t h~ rd  also a fore~gn 
type-I cannot now exactly recall but I would sav 
a moron as well Who ever says the poor do not 
want Blrth Control or would not use ~ t l  Let  them 
just sell the REVIEW on a busv street corner and he 
suddenly aware of those mutely appealing eyes a t  
one's elbow-because they approach one so sllentlv 
and apparently wlthout warnrng They do not 
come hke the modern mtellectual type, head up and 
s m h g ,  saylng, "Thls 1s splend~d, I want to buy 
one of your papers," as dld another of my pur- 
chasers I gave the three poor mothers the address 
of the cllnlc, hopmg that each had heart dlsease, 
kldney trouble or tuberculosis-anyone or all three! 
Surely they seemed worn enough to be tubercular 
and knowing what poverty means m scanty food- 
surely they mlght well be dl 

1 T IS an education to see folks from the angle of 
sellmg REVIEWS on street corners and talk wrth 

people w ~ t h  just that as an rntroductlonl A voung 
boy passed and stopped long enough to say that 
wh~le he agreed In some of ~ t ,  he could not go the 
whole way I asked hlm how old he was and he sald 
slxteen I told h ~ m  that wlth so open a mmd a t  SIX- 

teen, he would sometrme come to  understand more 
fully what he was st111 unable to agree wlth a t  pres- 
ent And he sad,  "Well, 1'11 see " One woman 
told me she had passed m front of me SIX tlmes, each 
t ~ m e  hoplng to get up enough courage to step up 
and buy a paper She finally concluded that ~f I 
was brave enough to stand there, she could muste: 
up enough courage to stop She talked wtth me 
about an hour and m that tlme was amazed how 
easlly they sold 1 thmk she learned a deal from 
talkmg and watchmg others m that hour She 
seemed to be a very splendld woman 

Men bought as freely as women-m fact I 
thought more eagerly 

Sometimes the steady flow of well-dressed and 
apparently self-centered women made me to 
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ponder upon some very d~sturbmg thoughts that 
rose to my rmnd One mc~dent that IS a vmd PIC- 
ture m my rmnd was of two rather young women, 
each holdmg on to a httle grl's hand They walked 
behmd one another and spoke loud One looked at 
the magazme pleasantly as she passed and called 
to her fr~end "Oh, say, let's buy one " The other 
woman seemed cross and jerked at the arm of her 
httle g ~ r l  and sa~d "No, come on!" 

I was a good deal pamed to watch the harned 
expressions of the folks as they passed all day long 
The busmess of hvlng seemed a drab and dull affau: 
to most of them Some lugged at bundles-thers 
appeared uncomfortable and ~t was the unexpected 
to see a really beaut~ful and happy fac~al expres- 
s~on Men carned armfuls of clothes past me Boys 

trundled carts of coats and sults past The busy- 
ness of people just passmg and repassmg attendmg 
to trinal details of llvmg fascmated me From bits 
of conversabon overheard, one could learn how 
sunple were some of these senous problems of hfe 
bemg solved that day One woman was huntmg 
shoes-yet probably had more shoes at  home than 
she could ever wear out There was a weddmg g ~ f t  
bemg sought Would thls br~de gam the knowledge 
that would help her plan her hfe to ~ t s  best ends - 
I wondered? Agam ~t was ths  bemg sought, an- 
other tune that, just a ceaseless actmty ~t seemed 
to me, whde great and unportant thmgs were wa~t- 
mg the power and strength of these same mmds 
I could not help but r e c d  that old saymg, "Nero 
fiddles whde Rome burns " A good many seemed 
very busy domg nothmg 

Poems of Desperate Motherhood 

TOO LATE UNMAEBIED 

Sa&e sald 
J m  looked so swell, 
I thought that all was well 
Nobody told me how 
HIS folks was crazy now 
Slnce I have a son 
The mlschlef's done 
I d~cln't know untd too late 
That love would turn to hate 
Why dldn't you tell me 
It wouldn't have to be? 

AN OLD WOMAN SAID 

"The last of my chlldren 1s dead 
And buned today," an old woman s a d  
"There was eleven in all 
Counting from Mabel to Paul " 
The neighbors said, "She IS brave " 
When each was lald m a grave 
"Chddren comfort the old, 
I s  what I was told 
But now I have found 
Havmg 'em t o  lay m the ground, 
I s  not th  Almighty's way, 
But devll's play " 

-&GARET LORING THOMAS 

I wll seek a n  a h s t  
I have heard 
That  women m my condhon 
Are much sought as models 
F o r  faclal express~on 
W h a t  a sweet plcture of despair 
I should make 1 

INTELLIGENTm.4 

I thought I was mtelhgent 
Havlng spent some years 
Upon a hlgher education, 

How amusing was my mstake, 
Smce any beast 
I s  a master of the art 
Of procreation 1 

DESERTED WIFE 

I could 
Rzp apart  my p d  opera cloak 
Wlth thc e w e  collar 
F o r  blankets 
But I mll wrut 
Perhaps ~t may be 
Std-born 

-FLORENCE MAYNE HICKEY 
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THE OVERLOOKED FACTOR 

A man that owned a h e  dog, and by a careful selection 
of ~ t s  mate, had bred a number of animals but httle lower 
than the angels, fell m love mth hls washer-woman, mar- 
ned her and reared a famly of dolts 

"Alasl" he exclauned, 'contemplatmg the melancholy 
result, "Had I but chosen a mate for myself mth  half the 
care that I d ~ d  for my dog I should now be a proud and 
happy father " 

"I'm not so sure of that," sald the dog, overheanng 
the lament "There's a ddTerence, certamly, between your 
whelps and mne, but I flatter myself that ~t 1s not due 
altogether to the mothers You and I are not entlrely 
ahke ourselves " 

AMBROSE BKERCB 
in 'The Monk and the Hangman's Daughter" (A & C Bod) 

PROBLEM 

B y  E RALPH CHEYNEY 

One Park Avenue manslon 
Plus one Bar Harbor cottage 
Plus one Lake Como mlla 
T o  be dmded by one lonely httle boy 
Plus two parents and several servants 

One East  Side tenement room 
T o  be dmded by 
One Itahan boy 
Plus one colored boy 
Plus two Armeman p r l s  
Plus any number of adults 

Equate 

Answer 
What except Birth Control? 

Only thls very mormng I baptlzed a poor httle m t e  
born out of due t ~ m e ,  and whlch one feels should never 
have been begotten t o  ~ t s  fleetmng dreadful slum expenhee 
and suffenngs T o  those who would condemn me for thls 
feehng I would say "L~ve m a human hutch m a filthy 
and h~deous slum for, say, twelve months "-A Chgyman 
of the Church of Englad 

The S t d a y  Nms (London) quotes Count Karolyl as  
saY"'g 

"There are but three s o l u t ~ o n w t h e r  than the fatal 
one of war--to Europe's problems They are emgratlon, 
Blrth Control or the colonization of Europe In Europe, 
by wh~ch I mean the mstnbutlon of the land t o  the 

OUR CONTRIBUTORS 
C C Ltttle, hologut and wntd recently preazdent 

of Mane Umveraty, ra now peadent of the 
Unaverazty of Mzchagan and pendent of the 
Intemtat~onal Pederatron of Brrth Control 
Leagues 

Raymond Pearl rs head of the Department of B:o- 
metracs of Johns H o p h  Unzveraty 

Eleanor Rowland Wembndge, former professor of 
psychology at Mt Rolyoke and Reed Col- 
leges, ra now psychologut of the Women's 
Protectzve Assonatam of Cleveland, Ohro 

Amy Yw~tglang ra a former mffragast and an actrve 
worker for Barth Control 

Baroness Kaleecha Ishrmoto, a Japanese femrnzst, 
u founder of the first Bwth Control organma- 
tam m Japan 

Malcolm H Busell u, Assocrate Professor of Ge- 
ology at Bryn M a w  College and peadent 
of the Eastern Pemylvanm Bzrth Control 
L e a g ~  

Hornell Hart u Carola Woemhofer Professor of 
Sond  Snence at Bryn Mawr 

"OUT OF T H E  MOUTHS O F  BABES" 

One of the mothers who came for help to the Chmcal 
Research Department of the Amencan Blrth Control 
League, was sent there by her httle boy, 11 years old- 
not led there by hand but led by hls ~nfluence He  came 
m from school one day hold~ng the folder "Can You Af- 
ford a Large Farmly " "See Mother," he cned, 'What 
I found m the street You'd better go to that place 
There's five of us k ~ d s  now and you ought to g v e  us a 
falr chance " 

"Oh, I don't know," the mother rephed, nevertheless 
readmg the leaflet eagerly 

The next day she talked ~t over wlth a naghbor and 
they both decided to go mthout maklng too much of a 
parade of ~t before the chddren In s p ~ t e  of aU them 
precautions the boy met them m thc doorway all dressed 
UP 

'Where are you gomng, mother?" he asked "Oh, we 
are gomg to the dentlst We've both got a toothache " 

"No you're not, mother, you're golug to that place 
Anyway, you ought t o  You ought to take a rest and 
oome out mth us chldren sometimes, Instead of always 
hanng a baby " 

So that's the way t h s  mother came to the Chnical Re- 
search Department 

Ad a drmocrat, I d a,qeec to m attempt to coerce the 
veovb for t h a r  own goad -ROBERT BLATCHPOBD people " - - ,  - 
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DEATH INo LIFE 
"Thze EB death And where lzee lzfel W e  charge you to find rt out "-ZONA G ~ L E  

Long hours and low pay arc the lot of thc poor man The lot of the poor woman as heavwr 
staldlonger houra and the double burden of fecdrng and canng for a household to whose numbers Iier 
own body adds year by year "A death-hle ilavcry," one of them callr st and they look to us to free 
them and open the door8 to a fdlcr  y e  

"I Wish I Would Never Wake  Up" 

I have had 4 ch~ldren In 5 years and now I am gong  
to have another my husband 1s sick and cannot work so 
I have t o  go to work and he stays w ~ t h  the children I 
work in an office buildmg nights doing cleanmg While 
emptymg an waste paper basket I found a copy of BIRTH 
CONTROL REVIEW and have dec~ded to wnte to you If 
you can tell me what to do not to have any more ch~ldren 
please please let me know for I am so t ~ r e d  of this hfe 
wh~ch t o  me 1s mlsery Every t~me I lay down for the 2 
or 3 hours sleep I get I msh I would never wake up 
Please help me if you can 

'Unhappy and Forever Uncertam " 
Wash~ngton 

Juat another to add to your countless cnes of despair 
Why In the world dont they leave women hke you alone 
to help us Mrs Sanger I certainly need your help I 
have three babies only a year between oldes one and tmns, 
10 m old and know I am going to have another m 7 mos 
or so I sometimes thmk I'd rather d ~ e  I have no fnends 
as my people would throw up  them hands in horror if I 
even said I did not want all the bables the Lord sends me 
My husband is deeply superstit~ous in that respect also 
and says I must not t ry  to keep from havlng them, though 
he has neither rehgon or superst~t~on to stay h ~ m  in h ~ s  
act~ons He drmks (hootch) constantly and I never have 
any money We hve poorly and I cant even afford the 
semces of an abortion~st ~f I could I'd certamly go there 
Oh Mrs Sanger how can I take care of myself to keep 
~t from happenmg again even if my husband would have 
know about ~t I just flounder around In the dark un- 
happy and forever uncertain Have not very good health, 
a second rate doctor a t  the b ~ r t h  of my first baby was 
careless and I always have ternhle pains In my s ~ d e  some- 
trmes travehng t h ~  my body until I cannot stand One 
d r  s a d  ~t was a pust-tube but gave me nothing for it but 
douches no woman loves her babies more than I do But 

I must be mth them and I cant care for more cant dress 
the ones I have even reasonably Do you blame me for 
wanting to dle? Im only 24 now I t s  too cruelly b ~ t t e r  
I shall wait, oh you dont know how anx~ously, and ~f you 
cant help me, every hope 1s gone 

A Plea 
New York 

Wdl you please listen to nly plea I am a mother of 
seven ch~ldren 4 l~ving and 3 that are dead My oldest 
liv~ng ch~ld is 6 years old, there are two dead wh~ch are 
older My baby IS 6 months old and I have been marned 
9 years W ~ t h  my last child I suffered everything but 
death mth t h ~ s  one I will tell you how ~t waa When I 
was just three months In famtly way I began to suffer 
when I went to bed a t  n~ghts  I could not get up mthout 
help and the same way when I set down for any length of 
time, as  the months pass I grew worse and just before 
he was born I could not walk any better than a chdd that 
was just learnlng to walk But when I got down, the ninth 
month I could not turn In bed could not use myself a t  all, 
and when he was born and I got out of bed I could not 
walk a t  all for weeks and when I began to walk I had to 
use a cane I have no health now, I have been to doctors 
and they tell me that I am having ch~ldren t o  fast But 
they m11 not tell me how to prevent it 

The only thmg that some say, is to get n d  of it when 
I get caught But that 1s not the k nd of adv~ce I want 
Wdl you please give me some adnce I no you mU gwe 
some good advice 

My heath is rulning mll you help me please as I need 
all my heath and stenght to raise the 4 children I have, 
We are poor and I cant afford help only to do the wash- 
ing but I do the rest 

I dont think I can stand t o  have another chlld Our 
famdy doctor tells me to try and not to have anymore if 
poss~bl-I have tried to be carefull, but it dont do any 
good a t  all Please send me some advlce before it 1s too 
late Your Senan t  
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"Days Unbearable Wath Sujfering " 
New York 

I have bought & read your book "Woman and the New 
Race" and I agree w ~ t h  you  m all you say, unless some 
thmg 1s done on the order you advocate, we will always 
have dlvorces & mtserable mlscarrlages a s  I feel most of 
~t come from the very causes you say Take  my own case 
fo r  rnstance, before my marrlage a few weeks I fell from 
a horse & ~n lured my spme, the D r  told me ~f 1 went on 
m t h  marrlage I took a grave nsk  but my fiance thought 
there would be no chlldren I n  eleven months there was a 
boy after months of torture, a t  b ~ r t h  we both all but  dled, 
af ter  hours of agony, for  three years I was a n  lnvahd 
then I went t o  - H o s p ~ t a l  for  an  opera t~on I n  four 
years & a half af ter  usmg the only method of prevent~on 
I know I found myself t ha t  way agam w ~ t h  days unbear- 
able w ~ t h  sufferlng the D r  s a ~ d  absolutely no more but 
when I asked what t o  do would not tell me a thmg, so my 
husband used a method he heard of but ~t also had f a~ l ed  
& once agam I went through the torture of days & n ~ g h t s  
of contmual suffenng get tmg up In the mornmg & pray- 
Ing for death t o  end my sufferlng before n ~ g h t  But  I 
lwed & gave b ~ r t h  t o  a baby g ~ r l  & agam the D r  sayes 
I would hate t o  fight for  your hve agam so dont let ~t 
happen I am left just  a s  much In the dark  about what 
t o  do, a s  seemmgly everythmg fads but my health 1s en- 
t ~ r e l y  shattered & my nerves a wreak & the sufferlng has 
unbalanced my mlnd Do you wonder I a v o ~ d  my husband 
& hve In deadly fear  of the companlonshlp t ha t  should 
be a loy wlth the result our home hfe IS spoded because 
he don't understand why I advo~d htm, so I bought your 
book praylng I would find help there But  you only say 
you cannot tell, ~t IS agalnst the law and I dtd so look 
for  help from you so I wnte  I f  there 1s a n y t h ~ n g  you 
can tell me do for I m11 keep ~t confidentla1 & thank you 
all my llfe 

"Deathlike Slavery " 
Massachusetts 

You mlght thlnk tha t  I have a lot of nerve but ~ f - y o u  
have no nerve you do not  get anywhere I am one of 
twelve ch~ldren tha t  was r a~sed  on a farm always had t o  
work hke a hlred hand from a tender age of seven Mar ry  
t o  get out from undre the bonds of slavery t o  enter Into 
a more and deathlrke slavery My mother never d ~ d  tell 
me of the changes In a glrls hfe I remember very well 
the first t m e  my menses came I was so scared and ashamed 
and do not know much today I have three of the darlm- 
est babys but  oh the horror I hold I do not want anymore 
I had rather  d ~ e  or  go  under the knlfe than t o  b n n g  an- 
other one Into thls world My husband 18 a poor workmg 
man he 1s not  ohvs~cal  healthv HIS father-&ed when he 

my dear  Husband and darhng llttle chddren may go  the 
same way Dear Mrs  Margaret Sanger, do you or  would 
you please help a poor Ignorant mother out  I do not 
want another babe t o  come mto thls world t o  suffer a s  a 
lot do and a s  I and every other mother has I hope t o  
God you m11 help me for  I am always llvlng In fear tha t  
I w~l l  get  pregnant agam for what l ~ t t l e  I know does not  
help me out much and I do want t o  help my httle daughtcr 
out ~f there 1s any way W e  have t r ~ e d  one D r  he wont 
help I have read your book Mrs Sanger and thmk ~t 
opens peoples eyes But my husbands c o n d ~ t ~ o n  I d ~ d  not 
know untll we were mar r~ed  

Home and Field Work 
Alabama 

I am w r ~ t ~ n g  you for  some ~n fo rma t~on ,  I am the mother 
of 8 1 1 v q  chtldren and have 1 dead And I so affratd 
tha t  I w~l l  get  tha t  way agaln, I don't know what t o  do 
My baby 1s 7 months old I have all my work t o  do, and 
work an the fild besldcs The  ch~ldren tha t  are old enough 
t o  help have t o  work In the field so much tha t  they don't 
have tlme to  help me around the house much My hus- 
band works a t  publlc works, so the chddren and I make 
a crop every year W e  are renters, and we are  t rvtng 
t o  save u p  enough t o  buy a home, but look hke the bab~es 
come so regular, and ~t takes so much I know several 
remedles tha t  some of my ne~ghbors takes but I am a f r a ~ d  
of them because some of them have lost t h e ~ r  health by 
usmg them, and stdl thcy have the bables, but not so often 
And looks hke I just  have all t ha t  I can poss~bly see after, 
but not as  they should be looked after  I f  I could find a 
way t o  keep from g e t t ~ n g  tha t  way I would be so proud 
I have never taken anvthmg to  destroy any In the womb, 
because tha t  1s so s~nfull,  but I don't belleve t t  would be 
a a n  t o  keep from gcttlng tha t  way So  ~f you can help 
me I will bless you a s  long a s  I hve Thankmg you In 
advance now and all tme,  I am truly yours, 

"Age Comes Soon Enough" 
Tennessee 

Mv ch~ldren a r e  comlng too fast  Can you tcll me what 
t o  do? People tcll me there IS n o t h ~ n g  safe, but I only 
hope and pray  there 1s There's other women who only 
have a few ch~ldrcn, so a h y  can't we who haven't the means 
t o  care for them? Honest t o  God, I'd rather dle than 
brmg more chlldren mto  thrs poverty Seems a s  ~f I just  
keep those I have clcan and my hnuse tldy I help my 
husband outs~de  q u ~ t e  a b ~ t  because we can't afford t o  hlre 
anvonp and I just  can't hardly do ~t anymore I'm only 
twenty-four years old and I don't want t o  be broke down 
hke a n  old person yet T h a t  comes soon enough a t  the 

vaa a babe m i  i~ B ) and oh ~t gneves me so t o  t h n k  best 
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Japan and America 
By ~ I K I C M  18HIM010 

Accordmg to our researches mto the populat~on 
question of Japan, there are but two lssues em- 
gratlon or Blrth Control The Japanese govern- 
ment concentrates on emgrat~on but ~ t s  encourage- 
ment of emgratlon leads to very small results The 
reason 1s malnly economc, both pubhc and pnvate 
She cannot by pubhc economy, provlde enough 
steamships to carry away her surplus populatlon 
every year And prlvate economcs do not permt 
fambes t a  estabhsh themselves m other countnes 
by theu own efforts England, on the other hand, 
does get results m estabhshg her surplus popula- 
tlon elsewhere because she has enormous colomes, 
merchant shps and private wealth 

The Japanese Bureau of Statlstlcs recently 
pubhshed figures on marriages, dworce, blrths, 
deaths, and natural mcrease of populatlon 

These figures show that marrlages are mcreasmg 
but that the rate of mcrease is not so great consld- 
ermg the growth of populatlon For example, the 
number of marrlages mcreased from 370,000 m 
1903, to a httle less than 520,000 m 1921, represent- 
mg a ratlo of 7 95 per 1,000 m 1903, but an advance 
only to 9 14 m 1921 Figures for age of marrlage 
show that both men and women now tend to marry 
later m hfe and thls means that they have begun to 
understand the economc m c u l t y  of keepmg a 
famly when they have not enough mcome 

Dlvorce 1s decreasmg, accordmg to the govern- 
ment figures and thls fact must be considered too 

Bzrths and Infant Deaths 

As for the blrth rate m Japan, figures show a 
steady mcrease m recent years Untd 1920, how- 
ever, we had no very accurate data The best re- 
searches we have seem to show that the rabo of 
births seems now to stand stlll, to be at the crest 
of the curve, and we feel confident that the rat10 
will go down steaddy, if slowly, from year to year 
The downward tendency mll be due both to 
economc pressure and to the progress of Bnth 
Control propaganda mthm our natlon I n  splte 
of strong government mterference, the knowledge 
of B~rth  Control 1s invadlng Japanese society and 
mthin a few years the most authorltatlve figures 
mll show the result 

We also have figures to show the legtunate and 
illegitunate births m Japan The figures for 
~l le~t lmacy are large compared mth the total 
births, but fortunately the number shows a ten- 
dency to decrease year by year 

Unfortunately deaths mcrease at  a rapld r a b  
from 19 9 m 1912 to 22 7 per thousand populatlon 
m 1921 I n  v.ew of the improvement m our s m -  
tatlon ths  1s a sad state of affalrs but we cannot 
deny the facts Yet m all the countries of Europe, 
America and Asla the death rate always mcreases 
when the blrth rate mcreases, nohthstandmg the 
unprovement of samtary condhons Thls 1s ex- 
pressed by D r  Drysdale of England as the second 
law of population, I e, the blrth rate and the death 
rate mcrease together under all circumstances The 
bulk of deaths m Japan or elsewhere IS among 
mfants under one year of age T h s  IS a tragedy 
for the mothers and a great economc loss, espe- 
clally m a country hke Japan, where so much 
money is spent on the ceremonials connected mth 
births and deaths Estimatmg the ceremonial cost 
per chdd at $50 per year, the total waste of money 
by mfantlle mortahty, to say nothmg of all the 
sorrow entailed, wdI be about a mdhon and a half 
dollars per year, since the deaths of mfants amount 
to 335,000 a year 

Imrease on Japan and Ultlted States 

It IS very important to know the net increase of 
the populatlon as well as the rate I n  1921 the 
natural mcrease of our populatlon was about 
700,000 When lt 1s compared mth the total num- 
ber of our people lt IS seen to be about 1 1 per cent 
a year The rate of mcrease has seemed to stand 
stdl m recent years but the net mcrease 1s tremen- 
dous I t  means the addlbon of a c ~ t y  hke Boston 
every year m our small country Smce we cannot 
feed so many new mouths our people were obhged 
to emgrate Thus arose the terrible trouble be- 
tween our two countnes and the "grave conse- 
quences " 

Amencans can understand our pllght best by a 
study of thelr own population situation Accord- 
mg to recent data the population of the Umted 
States IS about 120,000,000 mth a yearly mcrease 
of 2,000,000, so that you yourselves add a city the 
sue of Philadelphia every year and your rate of 
mcrease compared w~th your total population is 
about 1 7 per cent Your ratio of mcrease, m other 
words, IS much larger than ours and $ that ratlo 
is mamtamed for the commg twenty years, the 
populat~on of the Un~ted States mll be two hun- 
dred m~llion It is already about half the popula- 
tlon of Chna and that suggests some anxletv as 
to the future of Amerlca and raises the quesbon 
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as to what troubles the Umted States, hke Chma, 
may have wlthm ~ t s  own boundaries Cons~dermg 
your populat~on facts ~t 1s surely a far-slghted 
policy to have some ban on unrmgrat~on into your 
cowltry 

But Ameman statesmen cannot avo~d all future 
trouble slmply by studymg the t ~ d e  of unrmgrat~on 
from the east because the populat~on mthm the 
country 1s growmg so r a p d y  As long as Ameri- 
can leaders-statesmen, educators, busmess men 
and pnests-fad to rwogmze the importance of 
checkmg the &ted mcrease of populat~on 
mthm the country they wdl fad to reach the goal 
of their natlonal des~res as defined m the Declara- 
t~on  of Independence 

WARRIORS 

HEARD a woman's scream m the mght-a shnll, 1 sharp cry of pam 

At intervals it came m t h  an ever-mcreasing note of 
agonY 

One last plerclng shnek, then sdence,-a new soul 
was delivered Into the world, 

And I knew that m every corner of thls great, relent- 
less world, the cnes of other women were marklng the 
blrth of souls 

And I thought of the armles of women through the 
ages past, and the ages to come, of the tears they shed, 
of the moans of travall 

And then I saw the earth spread out before me mto 
one great battlefield, and the warnors were women 

There was no martlal muslc t o  qulcken the pulse, no 
blare of trumpets to herald a nctory-them d e n t  steps 
followed the rhythm of thew heart beats 

A few there were out of the great army who marched 
joyously mth head held h g h  

These were the free 

Others groped them way bhndly through the dark, 
clanklng their chams, unknowmg 

But the saddest were those who had caught a gleam 
of hght, who had dlmly sensed t h a r  blrthnght, the glory 
of free motherhood 

These were the real warnors, fighting under the stand- 
ard of truth and justlee--ever and ever beaten back by 
the forces of Ignorance 

To these, blended mth  the moan of travall was the 
moan of despalr 

They were beanng the lron cross branded m them souls 

I n  Ireland there 16 so httle sense of comprom~se that 
a arl  has to choose between perpetual adoration and 
perpetual pregnancy --GEORQE MOORE 

A portlon of Infant and child mortahty represents no 
doubt the hngenng and wasteful removal from this world 
of bemgs mth  Inherent defects, bemgs who for the most 
part  ought never to have been born and need not have 

been born under condltlons of greater fores~ght These, 
d 

however, are the merest small fractlon of our Infant mor- 
tahty It leaves entlrely untouched the fact that a vast 
multitude of children of untainted blood and good mental 
and moral posslblhtles, as many perhaps as  one hundred 
in each thousand born, dle yearly through lack of su5- 
clent food, lack of sufficient good alr, and lack of su5clent 
attention 

The plaln and slmple truth 1s that they are born need- 

lessly There are stdl far  too many blrths for our c ~ v i h a -  

tlon to look after adequately, we are still unfit t o  be 

trusted mth  a nslng birth-rate These poor httle souls 

are born amld tears and suffering, they galn such love 

as  they may, they learn to feel and t o  suffer, they 

struggle and cry for food, for am, for the rlght to de- 

velop, and our clvlhzatlon a t  present has nelther the 

courage to kdl them outright qulckly, cleanly, and p a l -  

lessly, nor the heart and courage and ablhty to glve them 

what they need They are overlooked and mlsused, they 

go short of food and am, they fight them pltlful kttle 

battle for hfe agalnst the cruelest odds, and they are 

beaten Battered, emaciated, pltlful, they are thrust out 

of hfe, borne out of our regardless world, s t f l  httle hfe- 

soiled sacnfices to the sp i r~ t  of dlsorder agalnst whch ~t 

1s man's preemment duty t o  battle There has been all 

the paln m them hves, there has been the radlated pain 

of them nusery, there has been the waste of their grudged 

and insufficient food, and all the pain and labor of their 

mothers, and all the world 1s the sadder for them, because 

they have hved in vain -H G WELLS, "Mankind ~n the 

Maklng " 

Socwty can overlook murder, adultery or rrmndlmng, 
mt never forgwea the preachmg of a new goapel -FRED- 
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"Whither Are We Going? " 
Revcewu by HORNELL HART and MALCOLM H BISSELL 

Flue authors ask thrs questron Only two of them answer emphatrcally "Uphrll" But all say Bwth 
Control offers us the opportuntty to catch and save ourselves from sltpprng downward 

T H E  DECLINE OF MAN, by Stanton A Coblentz 
Mtnton, Balch & Co , New York 

"1 '3 clv1117at1on on the decltne? I s  man rap~dlp gomg 
thc W R Y  of the tvrannosaums, the mastodon and the 

sahre-toothed ttger?" Such, accordmg to the wrapper 
of the book, IS the qucst~on whtch Mr Coblcntz essays 
to answer HIS volume IS popular rather than scholarly 
It 11ns no ~ndex,  ~t c~tes  secondary rather than pnmary 
sourccs of tnformatton, pnge references are not gtven 
to the works of the authors quoted As the wrapper states, 
Mr Cohlcnt7's argument 1s "by the analogv of paleon- 
tology" HIS them 1s that as various preh~stonc specles 
have bccn cllrnlnated because of t h e ~ r  ractal senescences 
and tllc~r overspec~al~zat~on, so man 1s lthely In the course 
of tlme to dtsappear from the earth He attempts to show 
that tllcre has for centunes been a progresswe detenora- 
t ~ o n  In the mcntahty of the human race, that c~v~hza t~on ,  
hke the cxttnct spectes to wh~ch he refers, has become 
overspccrnlrred In natronal, mthtary, ~ndustnal, and 
urban development, that  the "wh~rlwmd progress of 
sclencc" IS puttmg greatly increased strams upon the 
unadaptable structure of the race and ~ t s  clv~hzat~on, and 
thnt we are headed toward the fate of the extlnct cmhza- 
t ~ o n s  around the Med~terran~an 

The book 1s a part  of the current lltcrature of despa~r, 
and 1s qu~te  earned away by pesslmlsm It 1s ~ntercstmg 
to note that wh~le the author m a ~ n t a ~ n s  that "the mental 
downfnll" of man has been In progress for centunes, he 
also nwcrts that science 1s now In the course of such 
'6 wh~rlw~nd progress" as  to be In mmrnent danger of 
wreck~ng c~v~l tzat~on The two theses seem a l~t t le  Incon- 
slstcnt The maln contentton of the book is that over- 
spcctnll/atton In soc~ety renders ~t Incapable of adjust~ng 
itself In ways necessary to sumval,  yet the study of the 
evolutton of human culture ~nd~ca tes  that the outstandmg 
feature of modern t~mes IS lncreaslng f l ex~b~l~ ty  m Intel- 
lectual and soc~al structures, and lncreaslng power t o  
adapt human purposes t o  them environment and the en- 
vlronment to human purposes 

Wh~le  the author IS exceed~ngly dublous as to the hke- 
llhood that the race m11 avert the doom whtch he fore- 
casts, he ventures a program of reforms wh~ch he beheves 
would help to meet the cnsm lf adopted w ~ t h  thorough- 
ness Among these reforms are eugcmcs, tnternat~onahsm 
and soc~altsm Readers of the REVIEW wdl be part~cularly 
Interested ~n the followmg 

'Whether we favor ~t or not, whether we attack ~t mth 
reltgtous zeal or submlt to ~t passmely, Btrth Control haa 
come to stay-at least, among certam &st~nct~ve elements 
of the people, and the one po~nt  for us to conslder 1s 
whether we are to allow ~t to equahze ~ t s  work among all 
sect~ons of the populat~on Btrth Control does not mean 
race su~clde, as the example of Holland w~ll tcs t~fv,  but 
~t does mean rac~a l  equahzat~on and the l ~ m ~ t a t ~ o n  of 
numbers-a step necess~tated, a t  all events, by the very 
laws of populat~on Even as~de  from the fact that general, 
world-w~de, governmentally regulated Birth Control 
would tend to check the mental retrogress~on of the race 
by preservmg the numer~cal balance between the Intel- 
lectual and the non-intellectual, ~t would prove an lm- 
portant factor In encouragtng permancnt pcace and a 
unwersal understanding among the nat~ons, for ~t would 
cut the edge of that economlc need and obv~ate that ex- 
treme pressure of population whlch are among the under- 
lymg causes of mternat~onal disagreements " (pp 244- 
245 ) 

Books hke "The Declme of Man" wdl help to rouse 
thmkmg people out of the uncnt~cal opt~m~sm wh~ch has 
been a menace t o  human progress Uncnt~cal  pesslmlsm 
mav, however, be an even greater danger The rcvlewer 
belleves that the earnest and thorough study of human 
h~story and pre-h~story just~fies a construct~ve opt~mlsm, 
recogmzlng the progress of the past, the lmmense poten- 
t l a l ~ t ~ e s  of the future, the dangers wh~ch menace the 
present, and the practical steps wh~ch may be taken t o  
avert them Among such steps 1s unquest~onably the 
sc~entlfic development and apphcat~on of Bmth Control 

Two Remews by Malcolm H Basell 

TANTALUS or The Future of Man By F C S 
Sch~ller E P Dutton & Company, New York 

T H I S  1s an appropr~ate companion volume t o  the l ~ t t l e  
essays of Haldane and Russell ent~tled "Daedalus" 

and "Icarus " L ~ k e  both of them, t t  1s bnef but thought- 
provokmg, wntten n t h  a keen sense of humor, and often 
flashmg p ~ t h y  ep~grammat~c sentences that compress a 
world of meanlng mto a few words 

Mr  Schlller, hke Mr Haldane and Mr Russell, 1s fully 
convinced that man 1s an ~rratlonal and lrrespons~ble 
creature and that the whole trend of avlhat~oa u &, 



October, 1996 

tmctly downward a t  present Indeed, t h ~ s  mew 1s shared 
by  almost all senous thlnkers today Bu t  Schdler p o ~ n t s  
out tha t  d~sas t e r  1s not mentable, and sees hope In a gen- 
eral real17atron of the ~mportance of eugenlcs and a 
gradual and careful apphcat~on of ~ t s  pnnc~ples,  always 
In the s p m t  of the true s c ~ e n t ~ s t  seekmg more hght He  
rejects both Russell's cynmsm concerning eugenlcs and 
Haldane's expectat~ons of ectogenes~s and drugs, bu t  be- 
heves t ha t  much m11 be accomphshed by advances In psy- 
chologv Inc~dentally he joms both of these authors ~n 
takmg h ~ s  flmg a t  poht~cs ,  educatmn and rehg~on as popu- 
larly understood and prac t~ced  Whde defend~ng what he 
calls "the paradoxes of C h r ~ s t ~ a n  eth~cs," he thmks there 
1s httle probab~hty  of C h r ~ s t ~ a n ~ t y  ever belng taken sen- 
OUSIV "The proposal," he says, "to put  Chrrs t~an  pnn -  
ctples mto  p rac t~ce  would be b~ t t e r l y  opposed by all thc 
churches In Christendom" Pas t  and contemporary h ~ s -  
tory  unfortunately j u s t ~ f y  t h ~ s  conclus~on 

The  book makes no defimte prophec~es It IS, rather, 
a survey of poss~ble means of escape from the ~ m p e n d ~ n g  
doom of c ~ v ~ l ~ z a t ~ o n  There seems httle doubt of the 
t ru th  of the author's conv~c t~on  tha t  "mankmd has 
knowledge enough t o  a v o ~ d  the dangers t h a t  threaten ~t," 
but  Schtller h~mself does not seem very hopeful t ha t  t h ~ s  
knowledge w~ l l  be effect~vely apphed The  human race 
has always s~mply  "muddled through" and apparently 
t h a t  IS about all ~t can be expected t o  do  m the future 

Whether or  not one agrees w ~ t h  Schlller-and In vlew 
of "Fundamental~st" a c t ~ v ~ t ~ e s ,  anti-evolut~on laws, op- 
p o s ~ t ~ o n  t o  B ~ r t h  Control, p o l ~ t ~ c s  In all countries, etc , 
lt 1s d~fficult not t o  agree w ~ t h  h~m-"Tantalus" w~ l l  not 
be l a ~ d  a s ~ d e  after  one r ead~ng  I t  IS not only excellent 
mental st~mulus, but  a thoroughly dehghtful plece of 
w r ~ t ~ n g  a s  well I t s  satme IS of the g e n ~ a l  and tolerant 
kind and all the more effectwe for tha t  reason The  pro- 
logue 1s one of the cleverest things 1n the book 

W I R E L E S S  POSSIBILITIES B y  A M Low E P 
Dutton & Company, New York 

H E R E  1s another s t tmulat~ng l ~ t t l e  book of the "To- 
dav  and Tomorrow Senes '' It confines ~tself t; the 

p o s s ~ b ~ h t ~ e s  of r a d ~ o ,  but ~t presents a plcture of a vastly 
d~fferent world In the future M r  Low gwes us a n  In- 
sight mto the uncanny p o s s ~ b ~ l ~ t ~ e s  of the mysterious 
ether n b r a t ~ o n s  wh~ch form the substance of r a d ~ o  com- 
m u n ~ c a t ~ o n  He  shows us q u ~ t e  conv~ncmgly tha t  ~t w d  
be a commonplace of the not vcry dmtant future t o  s ~ t  m 
a room In London and see snd  hear a baseball game In 
New York, t o  a g n  a check a t  our bank whde s ~ t t ~ n g  In 
our office, and t o  delve deep mto  the now h~dden mvster~es 
of l ~ f e  processes Space w~ l l  be ann~h~la ted ,  and the Chma- 
man on the other side of the world w~ l l  be a s  much our 
ne~ghbor a s  the fnend a t  our elbow From such ach~eve- 

ments ~t a111 of course be a short s tep t o  a n  acqua~ntance 
m t h  other worlds and t o  the readmg of thought 

The  p o s s ~ b ~ l ~ t ~ e s  of destruct~on In war w~ l l  be so ap- 
palhng tha t  one 1s led t o  belleve man w~l l  have t o  abandon 
t h ~ s  p r ~ m ~ t ~ v e  means of settlmg d~sputes  a s  the alterna- 
twe t o  to ta l  ex tmct~on <'War," says M r  Low, "IS of 
course a natural  process, a l ~ t t l e  less educated and more 
unkmd In consequence, than B ~ r t h  Control " Apparently, 
therefore, B ~ r t h  Control wdl of necess~ty become un~versal 

It IS unfortunate t ha t  a book wh~ch IS so s t ~ m u l a t ~ n g  
to  the ~ m a g ~ n a t ~ o n  and wh~ch contams so much ~nforma- 
t ~ o n  of value t o  the non-sc~ent~fic reader, should be so In- 
coherently wr~ t t en  There 1s a great  lack of smoothness 
In the form of presentat~on,  the sentences break off from 
each other l ~ k e  successwe explosions, and paragraphs bc- 
g m  and end a t  random The  effect IS confusing and 
rather exasperatmg, and one finlshes the book with an  
lmpresslon of a jumble of d~sconnected ~ d e a s  A little 
more a t ten t~on t o  the rules of compos~t~on would add 
greatly t o  the c o n t ~ n u ~ t y  of thought and smoothness of 
style, as  well a s  t o  the pleasure and profit of the reader 

QUO VADIMUS bv E E Fourn~e r  d'Albe E P Dut- 
ton & Co , New York 

W H A T  I BELIEVE, by Bertrand Russell E P Dut- 
ton & Co . New York 

T 0 E E Fourn~e r  d9Albe and t o  Bertrand Russell, 
In "What I Beheve," the outlook for  the future of 

man appears more hopeful than t o  many of the contnbu- 
tors  t o  the Today and Tomorrow Senes 

M r  Fourn~e r  d'A1be's "Quo Vad~mus" does not  con- 
template the pos s~b~ l i t y  of man's e x t ~ n c t ~ o n  I n  vlew of 
human adap t ab~h ty  t o  a mde  range of chma t~c  and othcr 
cond~tmns and In v~cw of the promlses of sclence he be- 
l~eves t ha t  man 1s good for a thousand or  for a mdl~on 
or  many mdl~ons of years on earth Indeed t o  h ~ m  the 
development of the race IS ahead of us, not behmd us 
Of man's development durmg the first half m ~ l l ~ o n  years 
of h ~ s  ex~stence he has no exalted opmon  "In tha t  
penod," he says, "man has evolved from an  ape-hke tree- 
dwellmg ant-eater mto  a p lodd~ng dhterate monosvllab~c 
tdler of the so11 The  mental equ~pment of the represen- 
t a t ~ v e  man-the man represent~ng the majority-1s In 
many ways ~ n f e r ~ o r  t o  the dog o r  the an t  He  IS full of 
greeds and lusts and superst~tlons wh~ch place h ~ m  on a 
level w ~ t h  the h ~ g h e r  a n ~ m a l  l ~ f e  o r  even below ~t " 

Nevertheless M r  Fourmer d'Albe docs not belleve t ha t  
man's backwardness so far, condemns h ~ m  t o  remaln a 
clod H e  belleves tha t  In the e k e ,  the educated few, of 
today 1s foreshadowed the whole race of the future B y  
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mechamcal advances and by soclal readjustments, many 
of whlch are already under way, the race 1s to become 
a body of the elect of the earth The cinhzatlon to  be 
expected a thousand years hence he descnbes as follows 

"A globe laid out hke a huge garden, mth  a chmate 
under perfect control, the internal heat of the earth 
brought to  the surface and utlhzed as a source of never- 
faillng energy Port~ons of the lntenor of the earth re- 
claimed and made habitable, all maclunery and sources 
of power msely dlstnbuted and made instantly available 
for all leg~tlmate purposes The earth's surface and the 
npphng ether m wh~ch ~t swms made into a vast play- 
ground of human thought and emotlon and all mankmd 
throbbing in umson to  every great thought 

"The earth mll have become a sentlent belng It m11 
be as closely unlfied and orgamzed as the human ~ndrndual 
hmself Manlund mll be the 'grey matter' of the braln " 

Mr Fourmer d9Albe's prognosticat~on 1s based upon no 
fundamental change m the hne of our development, but 
slmply an acceleration of our present matenal and soc~al 
progress He does not m h ~ s  optlmlstlc forecast dmuss 
such practical problems as the already threatenmg pres- 
sure of populatlon on the food supply Some lndxatlon 
of h ~ s  behef m the solutlon of thls problem may however 
be expressed m the follomng vague reference to  popula- 
tion control 

"It is not a t  all necessary t o  contemplate an increas- 
mg populatlon of the globe The leadersh~p of the human 
race can much more effectively be mamtained by educatmg 
ind~v~duals than by lncreasmg thew numbers " 

In  "What I Beheve" Bertrand Russell, havlng told m 
Icarus* how man may melt hls own mngs m the crucibles 
of hls own sclence, outhnes by what h e s  of development 
he IS stlll gwen a chance to save hlmself from fakng  

What Mr Russell beheves has nothmg to  do mth  God 
and the nature of the umverse It has to  do Instead m t h  
those rules of soclal conduct whch mI1 enable man to use 
h ~ s  knowledge for the benefit of the race as a whole He 
beheves that m the use of sclence by an enhghtened soclal 
morahty, not dom~nated by superstltlon, mhtansm o r  
class mterest, for the reahzatlon of the Good Life ruled 
by knowledge and love, the hope of soclal salvation hes 
HIS chapter on Moral Rules, espec~ally that par t  whch 
deals mth  sex morahty, is especially excellent So 1s lus 
analysls of the underlymg note of actlve malevolence 
based on envy and fear now present m man, and the 
measures by wh~ch ~t can be changed by the developmeut 
of courage, hope and secunty to  that benevolence whlch 
he regards as one great component of human love Of 
Blrth Control as one of the agencles of soclal salvation 
he has much to say, for example 

"To be k11led suddenly and then eaten, whlch was the 
fate of the Aztecs' vlctuns, 1s a fa r  less degree of suffenng 
than 1s lnfllcted upon a chdd born In miserable surround- 
lngs and talnted m t h  venereal dmease Yet ~t IS the 
- 
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greater suffenng whlch 1s dehberately ~ d l c t e d  by B~shopu 
and pohtlclans m the name of morahty If they had even 
the smallest spark of love or plty for chddren they could 
not adhere to a moral code lnvolvmg thls fiendsh cruelty " 

In  Fourmer d'Albe9s forecast the accent falls most 
heavlly upon matenal means of survival, m Bertrand 
Russell's it falls on men's acqulnng "the same dom~natlon 
over them own passlons that they already have over the 
physlcal forces of the external world M S B 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

From T Y Crowell (New York) SOCWL PATHOLOGY, 
by A Queen and Delbert M Mann. 

From Wikams and W~lkms (Baltlmore) BIRTH CON- 
TEOL, edlted by Adolf Meyer $8 00 

From E P Dutton (New York) HYPATXA, by Dora 
Russell $1 00 

From E P Dutton (New York) LY~ISTRATA, by A 
Ludoncl $1 00 

From Bonl and Llvenght (New York) BEYOND T ~ E  

PLEASURE PRINCIPLE, by Slgmund Freud $1 50 

From Bom and Livenght (New York) GROUP PSY- 
CHOLOGY AND THE ANALYSIS OF T= EGO, by Slgmund 
Freud $200 

From Nat~onal Committee for Mental Hynene A 
STUDY OF CERTAIN AUTO-EROTIC PRACTICES, by Kathenne 
Bement Davls Parts I and I1 

From the Eugemcs Soclety of the Umted States of 
Amenca (New Haven, Conn ) SECOND AND THIRD RE- 
PORTS OF THE COMMITTEE ON SELECTIVE IMMIGEATION OF 

THE UNITED STATES OF AXEPICA 

From G P Putnam's (New York) SEX AT CHOICE, by 
Mrs Montleth Erskme 

From E P Dutton (New York) THE PASSING OF THB 

PEANTOMS, by C J Patten $1 00 

From E P Dutton (New York) Naacrssus, by Gerald 
Heard 

From Bom and Livenght (New York) INT~ODUCTION 
TO THE STUDY OF PSYCHO-ANALYSIS, by Slgmund Freud 
$4 60 

From Hogarth Press (London) COLLECTED WORKS OF 

S I G ~ ~ U N D  FREUD, Vols 11 and 111 

From Umverslty of Callforn~a (Berkeley, Cahf ) AGE 

OF PABENTS a a n  ORDER OF BIETH M RELATION TO LONG- 
EVITY OF OFFSPRING, by S J Holmes and H W~lson 

From the Un~verslty of Cahfoma (Berkeley, Cahf ) 
THE SIZE OF COLLEGE FAMILIES, by S J Holmes 

From Wllhams and W~lkms (Baltlmore, Md ) Socur. 
P~CHOLOGY, by Kmght Dunlap 
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From Amencan Soc~al Hyeene Assoc~at~on (New 
York) W w  THEY F m  TO Am-, by Katherme 
Bement Dams 

From Macrmllan & Co, (London) THE ETH~CS OF 

BIRTH CONTROL Report of the Specla1 Cornnuttee of the 
Natlonal Councll of Pubhc Morals Pres~dent, The Lord 
Blshop of Wlnchester Pnce 2/6 

From U S Bureau of the Ccmsus (Washngton, D C ) 
BIRTHS, STILLBIBTHS AND INFANT MOBTALXTY STATISTICS 

FOB THE BIRTH REGISTBATION rGPm OF THE UNITED 

STATES, 1923 

T H E  MOTHERS' SIDE 

Among all the lssues of current pohtlcs there are few 
whch mean more than thls for the health and self-respect 
of women, and the prospects of the chldren whom they 
bnng into the world The chld whlch 1s born agaumt ~ t s  
mother's msh has only half a chance, the famly whch 
overstrams ~ t s  parents' lncome must grow up stunted and 
starved m body and mud The mddle class long ago 
solved t h ~ s  problem for Itself Of the knowledge whch 
may save the mother's body and assure t o  every chld 
the nurture ~t requires, the worklng class stands m even 
greater need -New Leader (London) 

One of the mam reasons why the woman of forty to-day 
18 so munensely more vigorous than her grandmother must 
clearly be that the woman of forty years ago was often 
the mother of from five to  ten chldren to-day the average 
mght  posslbly be two, but much more probably one If 
the mother gams, there IS no doubt that m all but the 
very nch famAes the chldren gam also, they are prob- 
ably stronger and c e r t a d y  better cared for -Dady Newa 
(London) 

The amuslng thmg 1s that men tbmk the questlon should 
be settled by them Each man dendes how many shops 
he m11 run, how many bricks he d l  lay, how many ems 
of type he mll set, how many factones he wdl b d d ,  etc 

But nmety-mne men out of 100 are agreed that a 
woman has no right to  declde how many chddren sheahall 
create, nurse and rear 

Bntaln's nat~onal councd of pubhc morals, headed by 
the blshop of Wlnchester, urges "a five-chldren standard 
for B n t ~ s h  famlhes " 

That would please the ghost of Theodore Roosevelt, 
but he would say "make ~t ten " 

Bntlsh mothers ril~ght orgmze a natlonal councd of 
famlly comfort, and say to  the councll of pubhc morals 
"All nght , five chddren ~f you say so, but be kmd enough 
t o  see that we mothers have a decent lncome and a re- 
spectable d w e h g  to  help us rear the five chddren Lack- 
mug that, you may have the chddren and rear them"- 
ABTHUB B R I S B ~  m the I n d ~ p o Z w  Star 

OUR CORRESPONDENTS' COLUMN 

BIRTH CONTROL AND MEDICAL BODIES 

We pubhsh below a letter from the secretary of the 
Committee on Maternal Health, not only for the import- 
ant corrections ~t makes m ehtonal and news notes m the 
June BIRTH CONTBOL REVIEW, but for I ~ S  hlstoncal state- 
ment as to  the progress and present status of Blrth Con- 
trol m the leadmg Amencan m d c a l  ho&es 

New York C ~ t y  
Editor, BIRTH CONTEOL REVIEW 

The apphcatlon of over 7,000 doctors to  the League 
for mformat~on, the attendance of some 700 a t  the Inter- 
national Conference, and the slxty or more engagements 
of your Medwal Dlrector to speak before o5c1al me&cal 
bodles are evldence of the Interest of the medxal profes 
slon m your work 

Now that doctors and the League are t r p g  to  under- 
stand each other's pomt of new, and attemptxng to  organ- 
Ize research and mnvest~gatlon together, ~t 1s desirable that 
excesswe clams should not gve  pause to  the easdy 
alarmed or  conservative members of the profession. 

I n  the first emtonal paragraph m your July Issue, and 
also on page 212, the statement 1s made that Birth Control 
has been "officially accepted" by the two great natlonal 
orgamzatlons of gynecolog&s The two natlonal bo&es 
of speclahsts m tlus hne are the Amencan Gynecologwal 
Soclety, h t e d  to  a hundred members, and the Amencan 
Assoclatlon of Ohstetnc~ans, Gynecologmts, and Abdom- 
ma1 Surgeons, whch has many general surgeons among 
~ t s  members The first, m 1924, named a committee to  
co-operate mth  the Comrmttee on Maternal Health m the 
Conumttee's lnvestlgatlon of Blrth Control In  1925, ~t 
passed, by a narrow majority, a resolution to  favor an 
amendment to the postal law by addmg the provlslon that 
"standard me&cal and sclentlfic journals and repnnts 
therefrom and standard memcal works whch contaln m- 
formation mth  reference to  the preventing of conception 
are not non-mailable under t h s  sectlon " The word "re- 
prmts" nearly caused the loss of the motlon, whch mth- 
out ~t had a f a n  preponderance of approval The second 
orgamzatlon has not, to my knowledge, taken any actlon, 
and has two stlff cntlcs of the League on ~ t s  Conumttee 
on Maternal Welfare 

Your wnters probably refer also to the action of a 
sectlon a t  the last annual (May) meetmg of the Amencan 
Me&cal Association Thls assoclatlon IS our leadlng me&- 
cal orgamzatlon, mth  a membership of 84,000 Before 
~ t s  Sectlon on Obstetncs, Gynecology and Abdommal Sur- 
gery, Blrth Control was brought up meldentally and In 
the &scuss~on D r  Cooper took par t  The resolution I 
moved and whch was approved, recorded that the smtlon 
"recommend the alteration of exlstlng laws wherever neces- 
sary so that physlclans may legally e v e  contraceptive 
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PERIODICAL NOTES 

The September number of Thc World To-nwwow 1s a 
Race Betterment number B ~ r t h  Control as one aspect 
of Eugenics 1s represented by D r  Rachelle S Yarros- 
on ~ t s  relat~on to democrecy-and D r  S Adolphus Knopf 
--on ~ t s  relatlon to rehglon The column for Group DIS- 
ausslon by members of the Fellowsh~p of Reconc~hat~on 
contams a sene8 of top~cs  on B ~ r t h  Control 

I n  ~ t s  recent lssues the Sunday Advocate of Bombay 
(Ind~a) ,  has devoted more than a column t o  Birth Con- 
trol, usmg the BIBTA COBTBOL REVIEW as ~ t s  maln source 
of news and comment on the movement throughout the 
world Another Ind~an paper wh~ch IS g w n g  publ~clty 
to B ~ r t h  Control 1s The Abrrta Baaar Patnka, wh~ch 
publ~shed In full D r  Pusey's address a t  the S ~ x t h  Inter- 
nat~onal Neo-Malthus~an and Blrth Control Conference 

I n  HIJOS con Perm~so--Ch~ldren W~thout  a Perm~t- 
an artlcle In the South Amencan movlng p~cture  journal 
Cme-Mundual, M~guel Zarraga tells Span~sh readers 
somethmg of the B ~ r t h  Control movement In Amenca 

Recent spokesmen for B r t h  Control m the New York 
Z'smea are our good fr~ends I N Thurman and Guy I 
Burch Mr Burch furnished facts and figures further 
aubstant~at~ng D r  East's statements In the W~ll~amstown 
controversy Mr Thurman came t o  the defence ~n reply 
to George Wanders' attack on B ~ r t h  Control as a "v~c~ous 
pract~ce of ~ n f a n t ~ c ~ d e  " 

c'Scurnlous and m~slead~ng ep~thets," said he, "reck- 
lessly hurled a t  great movements, are even less becommg 
a student of soc~ology than a ben~ghted p o l ~ t ~ c ~ a n  pander- 
mng t o  the rehgous prejudrce of h ~ s  const~tuents Is  ~t 
necessary In these enhghtened t~mes to pomt out that one 
of the very reasons urged by advocates of B ~ r t h  Control 
for l e g t ~ m n t ~ n n g  Bmth Control mformat~on IS thew ab- 
horrence of the aU too preva~hng pract~ce of ~ n f a n t ~ c ~ d e  
mnder ex~sttng con&t~ons?" 

R a b b ~  S~dney E Goldstem of the Free Synagogue asks, 
accordmg to an account of a recent sermon reported In 
the New York Tmea, for more fam~ly hfe He specdies 
as the three essent~als for a happ~er  and more democrat~c 
famdy hfe, comfortable homes, B ~ r t h  Control and spmt- 
ma1 fellowsh~p 

In  an August number of C o k r a ,  Margaret Sanger re- 
plres t o  an art~cle ~n an Apnl Issue on the "negat~ve" s ~ d e  
d B ~ r t h  Control She asks, "Is race s u ~ c ~ d e  poss~ble?" 
and repl~es that our happy-go-lucky methods m the pro- 
duetlon of cluldren add nothmg to the permanency of the 

race Mere nnmbera, a large proportion of whom are 
dependents and dehnquents, do not mean race survival, 
for they burden and deplete the race "Increase of popu- 
lat~on," sa j s  she, "has nothmg to do mth progress, nor 
can a decreased b ~ r t h  rate, by any stretch of the lmaglna- 
t~on, be mterpreted as an omen of nat~onal calam~ty " 

The Forum, hanng fin~shed a d~scusslon of the Cathol~a 
Church, In August opened ~ t s  columns to a serles of ar- 
t~cles on the causes of war The most mterestmg of these 
artlcles so far IS D r  H P Fa~rch~ld's "Land Hunger of 
Mankmd," In the September number 

Stat~strcs from the Natlonal Bureau of Econom~c Re- 
search show that durmg the last 16 years the IJn~ted 
States had forty-one m~lhon b~rths  and twenty-two 
mllhon dea th  This means a real natural ~ncreasc durmg 
that penod of 19,000,000 and to these ~ m m ~ g r a t ~ o n  added 
five and one-half mllhon persons In  1924 the birth rate 
was almost tmce the death rate, for 2,645,000 persons 
were born as agalnst 1,333,000 who dled In 1925 ~t 1s 
est~mated that "ten bab~es ml1 be born every two mlnuten 
and five persons wdl h e  " 

T H E  P I N I E S T H I R T E E N  YEARS AFTER 

T HIRTEEN years ago Vmeland ( N  J )  T r a m n g  
School made ~ t s  first study of "The Pmes," a large 

group of subnormal famrhes who have l~ved for genera- 
t~ons  In a New Jersey dlstr~ct, known as The Pmcs The 
Pmes are st111 there, are st111 add~ng to thew nr~mbers 
Professor E R Johnstone, D~rector of the V~neland 
School tells In Eugenrcnl News the followmg later facts 

"I m~ght  say that smce MISS K~te's study, we are con- 
stantly runnmg across members of the 'Plney stock' In the 
mst~tutlons for defectwes, reformatones and the prlson 
W ~ t h m  the last year or two we have removed a mother 
and her three chlldren by three different fathers, from the 
n c ~ m t y  of Toms R~ver,  but there are other members of 
the fam~ly st111 matmg and breedrng 

"At the State Pnson, as a member of the Parole Board, 
not very long ago I ran across one of 'Old 12's' nephcwn 
and a few weeks later one of h ~ s  nleces showed up In the 
Reformatory for Glrls, several months ago, one who I 
belleve 1s h ~ s  grandson, was sent to the Colony for Males, 
and just a few months ago we recewed one of them The 
stock IS breedmg r ~ g h t  along" 

An Anzona woman, Mrs Rum Sanchez, a itfeatcaq 
38 years old, has borne her twenty-fourth chdd In twenty- 
four consecut~ve years "Only seven of the twenty-four," 
adds the news ~tem, "are st111 Irvmg" W h a t  a prlce t o  
pay-perpetual pregnancy for the mother and two out 
of every three of her ch~ldren dead ~n mfancy 
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News Notes 
UNlTED STATES 

New York 

THE fall term has opened and nearly every mall 
brmgs to the Amerlcan B~r th  Control headquarters 
requests for literature on the subject of Blrth Con- 
trol from students m wversltles and colleges who 
are makmg soclal sclence thew major subject and 
prepanng the them on Birth Control 

Some of the umverslhes and colleges represented 
by these students are Stanford Umverslty, Cal , 
Washmgton and Lee Umvers~ty, Lexmgton, Va , 
Wells College, Aurora, N Y , Hartford Theo- 
logical Semnary, Hartford, Conn , Northwestern 
Unlverslty, Ill , Mlam Unmerslty, Oxford, Ohlo, 
Vanderbllt Med~cal School, Nashdle, Tenn , Rol- 
llns College, Fla , Emory Umverslty, Ga , Yale, 
New Haven, Conn , Washmgton State College, 
Ida , Unlverslty of Chicago, Ill , Sprmgfield Col- 
lege, Springfield, Mass , Tufts College, Mass , 
Unlverslty of Mlchlgan, Ann Arbor, Mlch , Cen- 
trsl Mlchlgan Normal School, Mt Pleasant, Mlch , 
De Pauw Unlverslty, Ind , Johns Hopklns Med- 
~ca l  School, Baltmore, Md , Y M C A College, 
Chlcago, Ill , Umverslty of Mmneapohs, Mmn , 
Bussey Instltuizon, Cambndge, Mass , Smth Col- 
lege, Northampton, Mass , Prmceton Umverslty, 
Prmceton, N J 

The Seventh Annual Exposlhon of Women's 
Arts and Industries held at the Hotel Commodore, 
New York Clty ,IS just opelllng as the BIRTH CON- 
TROL REVIEW goes to press A speclal and valuable 
publlclty feature at thls year's exposltlon 1s the 
radlo lecture hour held each afternoon 

Among vlsitors to headquarters of the Amerlcan 
Blrth Control League was MISS Elsa Hacks, 
tramed m the Edlth Cavell School of Brussels, one 
of the first publlc health workers m Belgum and 
the first Edlth Cavell nurse to be even a Rocke- 
feller Foundation Scholarship for Pubhc Health 
Nurslng Before leavlng Amerlca after a year's 
study m varlous schools of nursmg she vlslted the 
C h c a l  Research Department of the League t'o 
round out her pubhc health study ttnd to put her-' 
self m touch m her work at home mth European 
centers of mformatlon on Blrth Control 

Colorado 

0 N September 10th Ruth Vmcent of the Denver 
Chddren's Court, spoke before the Denver Wo- 
men's Club, the topi bemg "A Better Race " She 

asked the Club's support m a request whch 1s bemg 
addressed to the Umverslty of Colorado Medm1 
School to estabhsh a Blrth Control C h c  

DR C C LITTLE,  Presldent of the Interna- 
honal Federation of Blrth Control Leagues and 
member of the Natlonal Council and of the Chlcal 
Research Department of the American Blrth Con- 
trol League, has been mstalled at  Ann Arbor as 
Presldent of Mdugan Umverslty In h first m- 
tervlew mth press representahves who came to 
learn what the pohaes of the new president would 
be, he has gven prommence to hls advocacy of 
Blrth Control An Ann Arbor paper headhes h s  
statement on Blrth Control on the front page and 
the Grand Rapds Press gves the subject almost 
a column Followmg as ~t does D r  Cooper's lec- 
tures m Mlchgan this summer, Dr  Llttle's advo- 
cacy should act as a powerful stimulus to work m 
that state 

New Jersey 

AMONG addresses gven by Mr Everett R 
Meves, orgamer for Southern New Jersev, are 
the Klwams Club at  Ocean City August 5th, the 
Exchange Club at  Trenton August 6th, the Abse- 
con Umt of the New Jersey Women's Club and the 
Colored Repubhcan Women's Conference on Au- 
gust 27th and 28th On September loth he spoke 
before the Exchange Club of Newark, on Septem- 
ber 14th the Commwty Welfare Club of Passaic 
and the North Bergen Exchange Club at Umon 
City on September 29th On September 14th MISS 
Ehzabeth Grew addressed a large evemng meetmg 
of the Hebrew Ladles' Benevolent Soc~ety of New 
Brunsmck A temporary Blrth Control orgamza- 
tlon has been formed at Summ~t, N J , mth Mrs 
Kate G Plerce as Chalrman 

GREAT BRITIAN 

OF the sltuatlon m England and particularly of 
her own work for Blrth Control, Rose Witcop 
wntes 

"The m~mstry of health IS Itself dmded on the quest~on 
Its chef lecturer of the mlmstry frankly advocates Blrth 
Control practices m his weekly contributions to an out- 
standmg health ~ournal Henlth and Strength, and holds 
that lt 1s compat~ble mth the hghest morahty and makes 
for happy farmly hfe 

The feehng 1s thus takmg root that the workmg woman 
should know Etherto even m cases where pregnancy 
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would ser~ously endanger a woman's health she has merely 
been told to 'take care,' but mot how she may take care 

I t  1s h~ghly improbable however that the government 
wdl defy Church pressure In the matter The only way 
of meetmg the s~tuation appears t o  he In the establishment 
of People's Chnics throughout the country T h ~ s  is one 
of the objects of the People's Cl~nic for B ~ r t h  Control 
and S o c d  Welfare established in the southwest &strict 
of London where there 1s much poverty and overcrowd~ng 

We open daily from 10 to 6 and a quahfied mldw~fe 1s 
in constant attendance to recelve the mothers, adv~sing 
them mllingly on various matters relating t o  them health 
All adv~ce 1s glven free 

Those who des~re contracept~ves are given the mmutest 
instruction as to their use If they cannot pay for these 
art~cles they are allowed to rem~t  a t  the rate of 6d or 
I/- per week according to their means In  cases where 
even so small a sum would strain their resources and there 
are many, the art~cles are given free, also 

But ~t 1s an ~nteres t~ng pomt that comparatwely few 
women ml1 accept the g ~ f t  It is gra t~fymg to record 
that bemg themselves debarred from glving B ~ r t h  Control 
advlce, D ~ s t r ~ c t  Health v~sitors are sendmg women down 
to us, thus givmg us their unoffic~al bless~ng Their recom- 
mendation is the more to be valued, since lurking in thew 
minds must be the thought that the success of our efforts 
tends to put them out of work 

One mother In fact who spec~ally asked for the address 
of our Cl~nic was told good-humoredly that they couldn't 
aU be sent 

Several local m~dwives speak openly to their clients 
about our work and send the poorer ones to us Recently 
a woman who was undergoing treatment a t  a West Lon- 
don hosp~tal came to us on the express advice of the hos- 
pital physic~an 

The local press part~cularly has ralhed to our support 
and the Health Journal to wh~ch I refer above carnes 
a standing reference to the Cl~nic in its adv~ce column 

Perhaps the appalling housmg cond~tions In the dis- 
tnct,  account to some extent for our popularity A great 
deal of pubhcity was gwen to the report of the local 
Med~cal Officer of Health who stated that no less than 
e ~ g h t  people were discovered to be hvlng in one room 
Another single apartment was bemg occupied by six per- 
sons, some of them tubercular Is  ~t not hlgh time that 
the offic~als woke up to the appallmg situat~on? 

The pubhc~ty work is now done ent~rely by canvassers 
We have had to abandon the more costly form of adver- 
tising and have engaged several paid workers who can 
thus gwe them full time to the work Occasionally they 
are assisted by some voluntary workers, ch~efly members 
of the Labor Party or the Women's Co-operatwe Gudd 

But our best advertis~ng agents are the women whom we 
have helped These ~nvariably recommend others 

The d ~ s t ~ n c t ~ v e  thmg about the People's Chn~c is that 
it 1s a movement of workers And we are proud of t h ~ s  
The moral success of our efforts, handicapped as we were, 
has been an ~ n s p ~ r a t ~ o n  W~thout  funds or financd back- 
ing we have done a record work In the few months of our 
existence We have now outgrown our temporary premlses 
and are negotiating for a permanent headquarters in the 
behef that with such a foundat~on as we have laid, the 
Birth Control movement will come to our a ~ d  and assist 
us In provmg that Birth Control C l ~ n ~ c s  can become the 
greatest factors In personal and s o c d  well-bemg " 

The People's Cllnic is one of the newest of the 
ten English Birth Control Clinics and is, llke some 
of the others not yet firmly established financially, 
deservmg of support by frlends of the English 
movement The address is 31 Smclair Gardens, 
Kensmgton, London W 14 

GOOD progress in all the cllnics and continued 
pressure on the government is reported from Eng- 
land M r  Neville Chamberlain speaklng for the 
government says there d l  be no yielding on this 
polnt, but from frlendly M P 's, particularlv the 
falthful Mr  Thurtle, from county councils, from 
individuals and even from the press the demand 
contmues and intensifies and there is no cause for 
discouragement 

The Blrth Control Education League affiliated 
wlth the Malthusian League have engaged a wo- 
man doctor and started contraceptive work on a 
small scale in S t  Pancras District Thus the nuc- 
leus for an eleventh cllnlc has been formed Of the 
work of the Wolverhampton Chnic the Hon Sup- 
erintendent Mrs Ella Gordon writes to The New 
Gemratzon 

"The Wolverhampton Birth Control Chn~c is the out- 
come of a year's strenuous propaganda m the Black 
Country It 1s a very modest mstitut~on, and the work is 
carr~ed on in two small rooms (rent, 6s a week) in a 
back street There was no capital to start  mth, and we 
were warned not to venture w~thout local financial back- 
ing But a generous offer of voluntary service from a lady 
doctor In the ne~ghborhood was too tempting to resist and 
the c h c  was opened In May A fnend a t  the Walworth 
Centre k~ndly p a ~ d  the rent for one year and her com- 
rmttee generously made a grant of money and sent a 
parcel of requis~tes So we were very greatly encouraged 
All our helpers are voluntary workers, thus we are carry- 
ing on a t  a mlnlmum of expend~ture because no heat~ng 
(except gas rmg) or hghting is requ~red dunng the sum- 
mer Funds, however, are essential ~f we are to help the 
p ~ t ~ a b l y  poor women who have begun to attend We hope 
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to organm dramng-room moetmgs to ralse money, but INDLA 
up to now no one mll lend a room There have been 40 
cases dunng the first month, and 24 women have p a ~ d  NEVER have the reasons why Blrth Control 1s a 
return vmts, makmg 64 consu~tat~ons In all A worn-out cruc~al necess~ty In I n d ~ a  been better stated than 
httle woman of twentv-s~x who has four ch~ldren told us in a dlscuss~on In the Indza S o d  R e f m e r  during 

Febmarv and March A n  edltonal statement for 
and agamst underest~mates the populatlon problem 
but concludes w ~ t h  what the wnter considers an 
argument for Blrth Control whlch has to be tnken 
seriously 

"The mde    re valence." savs he. "of too earlv 

that her mother had let her have a sh~ll~ng to pap for a 
n s ~ t  Another woman, Mrs S , came w~th a bhnd chdd 
of fifteen months In her arms, and ~t was as helpless as a 
baby of three months, and had been taken regularlv to the 
matern~ty and ch~ld welfare centre Three months ago 
Mrs S had a st~ll-born baby and there are three other 
dehcate ch~ldren at home The Mln~ster of Health, judg- 
mg from h ~ s  reply to Mr Thurtle In the House of Com- 
mons, 1s content that such cases shall be referred from the 
national welfare centres to pnwote and strugglmg 1nst1- 
tut~ons such as th~s l  The popular~ty of our clmc 1s un- 
doubtedly In a large measure due to the ablhty and charm 
of our med~cal officer " 

The other clinics recently formed are maklng 
good progress Among those who stand behmd the 
cllnrc opened at  Cambndge IS Sir Humphrev Rol- 
bston, Reglus Professor of Physlcs In Cambndge 
Unlverslty, who spoke In favor of Blrth Control 
Cllntcs for poor mothers a t  a Conference of the 
B r ~ t ~ s h  Med~cal Assoc~at~on early In the summer 

Shored~tch and Edmonton are among the County 
Counclls wh~ch are demandmg of the Mmst ry  of 
Health the right to  give contracept~ve lnformatlon 
a t  then welfare centres 

Alarmed a t  the steady march of B ~ r t h  Control, 
Father Degan of Le~cester has offered the first 
program whlch alms to reheve overpopulat~on HIS 
mggest~ons are (a )  delaymg mamage t1ll25 years 
or over, (b) the encouragement of cehbacy for 
strong-w~lled people, together m t h  the offerlng of 
specla1 prmleges and honors to bachelors and spin- 

sters, (c) self-control In the spaclng out of blrths, 
(d )  large scale ~mrn~gra t~on  wlth the transplantmg 
of whole vlllages overseas, three measures of self- 
control and one Item that IS on lts face, imprac- 
hcable 

T h ~ s  utop~an program 1s all h ~ s  church can offer 
and t h ~ s  1s the church whlch boasts-not confesses- 
that the crowded slum 1s the home of Cathohclsq 
"Nowhere," says the Urnverse and Catholec 
Weekly ,  "are there more dreadful s l u m  than Glas- 
gow and nowhere 1s there greater reheous devot~on 
than among the Cathohc occupants of those slums " 
Another dlstr~ct where thls church 1s probably 
strong 1s the slums of Nomch ,  where the medical 
officer has recently shown an Infant death rate of 
157 9 per 1,000 as agamst 71 1 for the c ~ t y  as a 
whole 

marriages In h d l a  Invests tb subject of BI& 
Control w ~ t h  a specla1 Interest It 1s no uncom- 
mon experience to  see br~ght  young glrls in a 
few years after marrlage broken down by too fre- 
quent chlld bear~ng to such an extent as to be 
hardly recogmzable by t he~ r  fr~ends and relntlves 
Indlan censuses have cons~stently shown a sud- 
den decrease In the female populatlon a t  the age- 
penod round about 15, obviously due to the large 
number of voung glrls who dle d u r ~ n g  them first 
dellvery The great d ~ s p a r ~ t y  m some provmces 
between the proportion of the female to  the male 
populatlon 1s clearly due to the large mortahty 
among young mves The evll 1s becom~ng em- 
phaslzed o m g  to  the rlse In the marnage age of 
g r l s  not keepmg pace m t h  that of men The 
stram of marr~ed hfe on the gxl mves of grown- 
up  men, 1s particularly severe Unless the age of 
marrlage rlses rap~dly, ~t mll not be surprlslng 
if young marrled couples try to Insure themselves 
agalnst too frequent pregnancy b r  adoptmg 
methods of blrth control 

F E R O Z  C H A N D  In a comrnmcat~on to the 
Reformer, takmg up  the dlscuss~on where the 

ed~ to r~a l  left ~ t ,  br~ngs out other dlstmctlv natlve 
problems which md~cate Blrth Control as the o d y  
cure 

"In vour paragraph," says M r  Chand, "I 
read 'The questlon of b~ r th  control deserves con- 
slderat~on m Indla from the pomt of vlew of the 
mtolerable phys~cal stram Imposed by incessant 
ch~ld-bearing on grl-mves, I e , purely aa a health 
meamre' T o  me t h ~ s  looks hke an understate- 
ment of the facts Fo r  some of the old checks on 
populat~on have disappeared or are dlsappearmg 
and requlre to be replaced Amongst these are 
mfant~c~de whlch has almost vamshed, and com- 
pulsory mdowbood wh~ch (thanks to the efforts 
of reformers hke yourself) may m the future 
dwmdle down Then there IS abort~on Perhaps 
t h ~ s  1s not a b ~ g  factor, a t  any rate no s ta t~s t ia  
can be avadable about ~ t ,  but ~t has been held by 
some authontles that t h ~ s  t h a  1s much more 
prevalent m I n d ~ a  than m ~ u r G ~ e  Thls mght 



October, 1926 

slso d~sappear and what is more it may one day 
d~sappear In favor of recogn~tion awarded to 11le- 
@mate ch~ldren Agam there are the vast 
hordes of our cellbate clereg., the 'Sadhus ' I f  
modern ~deas are p:rm~tted by economlc circum- 
stances to have their full effect, t h ~ s  class w~ l l  
slso be cons~derably reduced hlalthus In his 
Essny refers to another factor also, the d~vision 
of the people mto endogamous castes and occu- 
pat~ons I am not sure m what d~rec t~on  and to 
what extent this factor operates The E m y ,  
wh~le referr~ng to Ind~a ,  enumerates another 
minor preventive check, v ~ z  , the custom that the 
elder brother must marry before younger broth- 
ers are allowed to marry 

"But even more ~mportant than all these com- 
bmed, 1s another problem which you have got to 
reckon mth  when considering the population 
problem and wh~ch may remove b~ r th  control 
from quest~ons of purely ~ndlvldual health I 
mean, you have to count your populat~on under 
the graves also W e  cannot afford to bear the 
shame of forever lead~ng In the death-rate of in- 
fants I f  we look at  the figures of mfnnt mortal- 
~ t y ,  ~t would appear as though we had made in- 
fantlcide ~llegal, but In real~ty cont~nued it only 
m a d~fferent form The complacent note struck 
by your paragraph seems to be due to vour hav- 
mg cons~dered merely the surplus birth rate, 
ignorlne; the b~ r th  and death rates I prefer not 
to burden my letters mth a cart-load of shtistics, 
because I presume that everybody knows that 
our death rate for Infants 1s almost the h~ghest 
m the clvil~zed world, and that seems to be ~nevlt- 
able as lonq as the prevailmg birth rate continues 
As Havelock Ellis somewhere puts ~ t ,  the medal 
that bears 'More Births' on the obverse, reads 
on the reverse 'More Deaths ' Though we have 
heard much In eulogy of a statlonary populat~on 
from the Dean of S t  Paul's, we know there 1s 
no country even m Europe that 1s enjoymg the 
blessmy I n  fact any man who cares to look a t  
the v~ta l  s ta t~st~cs  of the lead~nq European coun- 
tr~es,  smce (say) the Bradlauqh-Besant tr~al: wd1 
find that family lim~tation, ~f ~t has affected the 
populat~on problem a t  all, has done so under the 
heads 'b~rth-rate' and 'death-rate,' and not very 
much under the 'surplus b~ r th  rate,' wh~ch IS the 
growth of populat~on That 1s the problem for 
I n d ~ a  to cons~der also " 

The followmg passage from the last census of 
I n d ~ a  lends cold figures for measurmg the baby 
death-rate wh~ch M r  Chand deplores 

"It has been calculated," says the Census Report, 
"that every year no fewer than two m h o n  I n d ~ a n  
bab~es die, whde many of those who survive con- 

t ~ n u e  weak and feeble through unhvgenic sur- 
roundings in their Infancy Indeed, although bmth 
reg~strat~on is st111 too ~naccurate to make precne 
figures rel~able, ~t may be stated with confidence 
that one In five, or perhaps even one in four, of the 
infants horn m India d ~ e s  wlthin the fiist vear of 
hfe I n  crowded c~ties, particularly industrd  c~tles, 
the rate is still h~gher " 

COMING E V E N T S  

BEGINNING In October D r  Cooper wdl again 
be In the lecture field His dates so far made are 

October 7th 
October 8th 
October 9th 
October loth, l l t h ,  12th 
October 13th 
October 14th 
October 15th, 16th, 17th 
October lath, 19th, 20th 
October 21st 
October 22nd 
October 23rd 
October 24th, 25th 
October 26th, 27th 
October 28th 
October 29th 
October 29th 
October 30th, 31st 
November 1st 
November 2nd, 3rd 
November ath, 5th 
November 6th, 7th, 8th 
November 9th 
November 10th 
November l l t h ,  12th 
November 13th, 14th 
November 15th, 16th 
November 17th, 18th 
November 19th, 20th 
November 21st 
November 22nd 
November 23rd 
November 24th 
November 25th, 26th, 27th 
November 28th, 29th 
December 1st 
December 2nd, 3rd -. 

December 4th Lacey Sprmps, Va 
December 5th, 6th, 7th Fairmont, W Va 
December 8th Morgantown, W Va 
December 9th Martmsburg, W Va 
December loth, 11th Baltimore, Md 
December 12th, 13th, 14th Washmngton, D C 

Newark, N J 
T~oqa,  P a  

Butler, P a  
Ind~anapol~s, Ind 

Champa~gn, I11 
W h ~ t e  H d l ,  I11 

S t  LOUIS Mo 
Kansas C~ ty ,  Mo 

Ava, Mo 
Ca~ro, I11 
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G O L D I E  G R A S S H O P P E R  
(Contmued from page 282) 

find h ~ s  shut eyes had been but a ruse H e  was 
starmg a t  her more fixedly than ever "Rubbers 
worse than me," she mused "I wish Jake could see 
the darned l~t t le  mutt"  Then it suddenly came 
oler her what it would be like to have a big Jake 
show the shghtest interest and pnde In a little Jake 

The thought brought back her rage, resentment 
and self p~ ty ,  and she threw herself over on her 
sde-to gaze upon the face of Grac~e catchlng 
s ~ g h t  of her aghast from the adjacent bed The en- 
counter was too sudden for e~ther girl to have a 
chance to h ~ d e  from the other For once, the self- 
possession of both completely deserted them With 
jaws dropping the two girls stared a t  each other, 
and when the words of abuse w ~ t h  wh~ch both were 
so fam~l~ar ,  rose automat~cally to t he~ r  hps, they 
d ~ e d  unuttered "Lymg side by each In the mater- 
nity ward sure cramps your style when ~t comes to 
mud-shngmg," as Gold~e afterwards trulv re- 
marked 

"How long you been here"' Gold~e finally man- 
aged to ask "Ten days-leav~ng tomorrow," 
answered Gracle "Thought you'd run off and got 
marned," s a ~ d  Gold~e "Going to the justice next 
week " "To the just~ce?" burst out Gold~e jealous- 
ly, rlsing on her elbow, "How'd you work that? A 
shot-gun or the k ~ d ? "  "The k~d's dead," s a ~ d  
Grac~e "Oh, dead, 1s it?" s a d  Gold~e sinkmg back, 
as ~f that answered all questions "No such luck 
here Look a t  what I drew," and she held up httle 
Jake, whose black berry eyes still peered from his 
blankets, and who was suckmg m~ldly a t  an imag- 
mary m ~ l k  supply "Ever see anything worse than 
that to have mshed on you?" she inqu~red sardonic- 
ally "Yes, I have," answered Grac~e, "I've seen 
one dead," and she suddenly turned her face to the 
wall 

(To be concluded) 

THE D I F F E R E N T I A L  B I R T H  R A T E  
(Contmued from page 270) 

levels Thls material, which I beheve to be unque, 
I cannot present here but shall do so m a forthcom- 
ing book * Here ~t can only be s a ~ d  that these data 
are of a h ~ g h  order of accuracy, are d~rectlv and 
specifically pertment to the po~nt  at  Issue, are far 
more extens~ve than anythmg which has h~therto 
been available, and clearly and defin~tely support 
the argument wh~ch I have made 

There 1s another aspect of t h ~ s  second point m 
my argument wh~cb I des~re briefly to develop 
P 

.The Blology of Populat~on Growth, New York (Alfred A 
Knopf) Published October, 1925 

Some early eugenlc stud~es, espec~ally those of Pro- 
fessor Karl Pearson demonstrated the fact that 
varlous sorts of obv~ously unfit persons had high 
fertil~ty rates, while some equally obv~ously fit per- 
sons had low fertility rates This s~tuation he 
r~ghtly regarded as racially unsound m principle 
But a cur~ously Inverted deduct~on from these re- 
sults has become current The doctrme seems to 
have gamed wide currency that somehow high fer- 
tility m a group is in itself an mdication of probable 
racial un6tness I n  actual fact every group of per- 
sons that I can thmk of which does show hwh fer- 
t h t y  seems to be qu~ te  generally regardved by 
euaen~sts as sociallv and b~oloe~callv undes~rable 
T & ~  are alleged to be senetzcal& unfit It has even 
been mamtained that there 1s a gene, or combma- 
tion of genes, for poverty-that a man 1s poor only 
because he inherited s tup~d~ty ,  lack of amb~t~on,  
or some other s~mdar t r a~ t s  of character Now, 
whde I am certamly no violent env~ronmental~st, 
I gravely doubt ~f such a pos~tion 1s tenable The 
best ev~dence aga~nst it, I thmk, is the overwhelm- 
ingly common fact that the ranks of the rich and 
the well-to-do (which also generally mean the edu- 
cated and cultured) are to a very large degree con- 
stantly being recruited from the ranks of the poor 

Yet it 1s apparently the poor, and not merely the 
morons and defect~ves, that have h ~ g h  birth rates 
There are in the world a fair lot of r ~ c h  morons 
and rich defect~ves (some uncharitable persons 
would even say a good many) But m my observa- 
t ~ o n  when morons are rich them b~r th  rate 1s not 
h ~ g h  It 1s just about that of the r ~ c h  in general 
And s~milarly the b~ r th  rate of the poor moron or 
defectwe 1s not greatly different, so far as I can 
learn, from that of the poor In general The shock- 
mg comparisons of the fertihty of the Jukes and 
other such degenerate and defective stocks are 
usually made with such groups as the Edwards 
fam~ly, or college men or women, who occupy an 
obviously d~fferent ecolzonuc plane Are the Jukes 
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more fertile than a group of honest, and biologically 
and socially sound workingmen of as nearly as pos- 
able the same economzc status* This question I 
think has not received the consideration it deserves 
Space lacks to present statistical evldence on this 
point here, but I hopeto do so later 

Before leaving this second point of the argument 
I wish to make it as clear as possible, in order to 
forestall the othennse certain misrepresentation 
of my views, that I do not regard economic factors 
as the only ones influencing human birth rates 
Nothing could be farther from my position I am 
merely trying to show that the evidence indicates 
that there seems to be generally a significant cor- 
relation between variations or differences in eco- 
nomic status and variations in birth rate This fact 
has been pointed out by a number of students of 
the problem, notably the d~stinguished English 
statistician G Udny Yule But that other non- 
economic social factors such as rehgion, and various 
biologxal factors also may play a role and an im- 
portant one in some cases no sensible person would 
deny 

The third point in my argument is that it is not 
only desirable in the eugenlc interest of the races 
to cut down, mdeed completely extmguish the high 
birth rate of the un6t and defective portions of 
mankind, but it is also equally desirable because 
of the menacing pressure of world population, to 
reduce the birth rate of the poor, even though they 
be in every way biologically sound and fit This 
contention, I think, needs no extended argument 
A wealth of evidence regarding the social and bio- 
logical consequences of the growth of population 
has been collected, and convincingly and brilliantly 
presented by D r  E M East In his recent book 
"Mankind a t  the Cross-roads " Another recent 
book of the same tenor that mll  repay reading is 
Smnburne's "Population and the Social Problem " 

My fourth, and final point, is that the efforts of 
the eugenists to correct the evils of the differential 
birth rate, by endeavoring to Induce the socially, 
economically, and in some part biologically, supe- 
rior classes to reproduce more freely, as a sortof 
transcendental social duty, has not met with any 
statistically discernible success, and in my opinion 
is not likely to When the issue which is to deter- 
mine human behavior is drawn between the present 
comfort, happmess and well-being of the repro- 
ducers on the one hand, and the indefinitely future 
welfare of society in general, or the race or state, 
on the other hand, he would seem indeed a simple- 
minded, not to say fatuous, optimist who supposes 
that the latter will outweigh the former It will do 
nothing of the kind It was a worldly wise if not 
very altruistic sinner who first raised the question 
as to what posterity has ever done for us As  was 
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recently po~nted out editor~ally In England "A 
man may be mduced bq pa t r~o t~c  mot~ves to dle for 
h ~ s  country, but hardly to procreate ch~ldren for 
her, unless he can be convinced that those chddren 
w~ l l  find places to fill a t  least as good as that he 
occupies Rhetor~c about race su~c~de,  the decl~ne 
of the emprre, and so on, will never be accepted by 
the potentla1 parent as a subst~tute for an econormc 
guarantee " 

But ~f ~t is not posslble to make des~rable people 
have more bab~es, why not try teach~ng other people 
how to have fewer? Thrs 1s prec~sely the position 
of the Birth Control movement, and ~t seems to me 
to offer the only hope of altering for the better the 
exrstrnq differentla1 inequal~t~es In the d ~ s t r ~ b u t ~ o n  
of the b~ r th  rate Many persons object to the Blrtli 
Control movement on the ground that it wrdens 
already undes~rable class drfferences In the bwth 
rate, because the ~ntelhgent and educated people 
all pract~ce it whde those with the h ~ g h  b r th  rates 
w~ l l  not But wdl they not? I am not newly so 
sure of thls as I once thought I was The t~ghtest 
of legal barr~ers prevents now the d~ffuslon of 
knowledge as to methods of contracept~on The 
poor In part~cular are shut off from learn~ng what 
1s the best mformat~on avadable in these d~rect~ons 
A t  the same tlme the poor man IS q u ~ t e  as keen as 
anybody else for the pleasures of sex As has 
already been pomted out above ~t 1s h ~ s  chief re- 
source as an outlet for the extra nervous tens~on 
begotten by the harsh env~ronment to wh~ch he 1s 
more or less doomed I s  ~t any matter of wonder, 
thrngs being legally as they are, that the poor have 
a h ~ g h  birth rate? 

Summmg the whole case up, ~t seems to me that 
~t stands about like this the B ~ r t h  Control move- 
ment after a long and bltter struggle has attamed 
a certam academe sort of respectab~l~ty Hnrmless 
people are a t  any rate allowed to meet together and 
d~scuss ~t But In my judgment the t m e  is hard 
upon us when a certain m~litancy In ~ t s  advocacy, 
even a t  some posslble expense of respectability, 1s 
called for The h~ghest mterests of human~tv de- 
mand that the menace of populat~on growth and 
of the d~fferent~al b r th  rate shall be effectivelv met 
~f our crvrl~zatlon is to persrst m anythmg like rts 
present form Entlrely free and w~despread d ~ s -  
semlnat~on of ~nformat~on about methods of contra- 
ception is the only wny at  once humane and intelh- 
gent of attemptmg to meet thls menace which has 
yet been dev~sed I am inclined to behete, from 
other stud~es I have made, that the b~ r th  rate wdl 
cont~nue to fall even ~f Birth Control knowledge 
1s not more widely disseminated But  Birth Con- 
trol offers a hope that this fall may be made more 
r a p ~ d  and d~fferent~al Why not try it* 
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