EPTEMBER, 1925 Twenty Cents

IRTH CONTROL
REVIEW

JANE Birth
MARSHALL Control
OR
on
War?
The
Prof. East and
MO thel‘ Margaret Sanger
ANSWER
Tle Count Cippico




BIRTH CONTROL ORGANIZATIONS
THE AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE, Ixc

Headquarters

Maingansr Sawesn, Prevident

JurLier Banmerr Rumies } Vice-Presdents
Mxs. Lxwss L. DeLarip

Directors
C C Lirris, D Sc. Loranor Sroppanp, Pu.D Mns.
Mas. Ricraan Borowoe Mgs. Geesex H Davy, Sg. Mua.

Joux C Vavemax, MD

104 Frrre Avenue, New Yorx City

Axxsz Kxnxzor, Becretary
Fraxcs B Acuxamawx, Treasurer
J Noanm H Sviex, Assutant T'reasurer

Mas. F Rozzarsox-Jowss
Mas. Tromas N Hrrsvax

Anxm G Pomarer
Dexres Bragozx

Baxsamin I Turow, MD

National Cowncyd

Mrn Ement R Adea N Y Theodore Dretser Cal.

Mn Arthur L Lawrence, N Y

Wilham Allen Pusey M.D., Il
M

Mn Qakes Ames, Mass obn Fanill M D il Mr and Mrs Sinciar Lewie, N Y rs kpoch Raub, Pa
Dean Thyna W Amos, Py g]i]lum]' Fielding, N Y Professor E C Lindeman, N C Aaron j Rosanoff M.D.,
wa L Baer MD Ill Mn Simeon Ford N Y Judge Bea Lindsey Col . C Rumsor
rs Robert Perkins Basa, N R. Rer WillawH Garth. N Y Lawrence L-tchheld M D, Pa Mn Homer St Gaudens, N H.
May [ Bigelow M D Col Mr Kate Crane Gantz, Cal D-:n R Lov:uzn Dr Elizabeth
Alice Stone Blackweil Mag Prof Fraokln H Giddings, N Y M Ry Vet lll, Mary Shaw N Y
Mr George Blumenthal N Y Rabiby Sidney E Golduan, NY Mrs Seanley McCormick N Y Revnold A Spaeth,
Mrs John Winters Brannan, N Y n Professor W McDougali Masa Mn Willard Su-aht.
Lowell Brentano, N Y Dr and Mns qul lq Gruening N Y Mn Wm A McGraw Mich, Kenneth Taylor h
Alice Butler M [s) Ahice Hamilton, M D Mua Rabbi Louws Manao, Il Mn Charles T'Hln!
M: and M Thomas L Chd““ﬂl. NY Mn LamedHand N Y Dt Henry © Marey Maus My Shelley T \mru.Cd.
Wilhias Hambin Chuids N Y Fredenck C Heckel MD N Y Mr James H Mauser Pa Florence Guerin Tortle N Y
Mrs Stephen Clark N Y Flarem.\r Blynrd Ehltes Del Adoll Meyer M D Md Rex Sllllﬂ L T;Ilﬁl. N1
Mis Frank I Cobb N Y Prof J Holmes, Calid Abraham Myerson, M D Marns, Prof atwon, N Y
Rabb) Rudolph I Coffes, Ph D., Cal. Dan-ld R Hoo er M D Maryland {,unuG oedham, PhD N Y Mns olmlnde R Whitehouse, N Y
n } Cole, . D C, Mrs_ John Swan James, Calil toleasot Wm F Cgbura, N Y Prol Walter ¥ Willeox, N ¥

Herbert Croly N Y Dr Roawel! H Johnson, Pa R.ymnd Pearl Ph Md Miss Mary Winsor Fa
M Balle de Revers N J Mrs OwoH Kabn N Y feswor Walter B Pukin N Y Profssor A B Wolfe, Ohso

§ Adolpkos Enopl MD. N Y Hormra ™' Polisct. P D., N ¥ Mrs Fope Yeatman, Pa

Lzaevx BrarcHEs

Cavrronrta

Araxepa Couwmry President, Mrs. H G Hill, Oakland
8San Faawcmco Chairman, Mr Raymond H Arnold, San Francisco
Sovrazax Cavroawta  Chasrman Dr H B Brainerd, Los Angeles

CoLonapo Secrstary, Ruth Vinoent, Denver
Coxxzericor President, Mrs. George H Day, Sr, Hartford
Iwprana Prnidcnt Dr Amella R Kecl'ar, Indianapolis

Warnz Cooxty President, Mrs. W F Spangler, Richmond
JTowa President, Mrs. Edward A Lingenfelter, Des Moines
Massacuvsarrs Tompmry Chairmau, Mrs. W E Cannon, Cembridge

MIDDLE WESTERN STATES COMMITTEE

Dr John Famll, Chieage, OL
Mrs. Walter L. Benson, Winetha, ML

Chaurman

Secrotary

New Yoax Srarz Lremrarive Comurrras

Micaiaaw President, Mrg, William A MeGraw, Detroit Nzw Yok Crry Chairman, Mrs Richard Billings
leRJnm—CAxnlx P Or%‘aniult ﬁuaka‘ell Meves, Cnmt}tein Sraacuvss Chairman, Mrs. O H Cobb
T revident, Mo ok ppecht, Riverslde  gompurcrany Chairman, Rev Philip Frick

'’

g::,m::‘;?:‘" Pr » Dr Ralph Cinetnnat! Rocazsrea Chairman, Mrs Thomas J Swanton
Easrznxn PrwworLvawia  President, Maloolm H Blssell, Strafford Burraro Chairman, Mrs. 3 Merrill Clement, Jr
Reaprxa President, Rev 1. Griswold Wlllium, Reading Kxw Gamoxwa Chairman, Mrs J Bishop Vandever

Twxas—Darras Coxmrrraz Chairman Mrs. Albert Walker, Dallas  guiprows Chairman, Mrs. Frank M Leavitt

Uran—Oaoex Secretary Mrs Hunter, Ogden ¢ Mrs John Scott B ing, J
Sarr Laxe Crry President, Mrs Lottie Newman, Salt Lake musr  Chairman, Mrs rown ng, Jr

Brrrzsn Corvasia President, My A M Stephen, Vancouver Fuosaxoe Chairman, Mrs. Fenley Hunter

VoL IX SEPTEMBER, 1925 No 9

CONTENTS
Rorroriats 243 Workine Morners Demaxp Bmra CoxTROL 258
Ners of T, Gt Mabaay Goodh 0 B Conml " Comaaa 4 Crrhstias or Qoacres as1
T An Admoﬂlﬂdlﬂ;nl Co Tur WaiL or THE WeLL, Verses, by May Ayare 257
'He Fascrsrr ox Bmara CoxteOoL 245
An ltahan Problem, Discussed by Edward M East and Margaret Boox Revizws: 258
Sanger Booxs Receiven 280
Trae Moruee Tix, by Jane Marshall 248  Prriomicat Notes 261
DiamoNp MeN axp MEN or Fresm, by Basanta Koomar Ovzr CorresroNnENTS' ConuM¥y 363
Roy 250 EnuneA lildlmben to Al-;:;eudl 1 America—From 2 Newspaper
Brra Contron I¥ Bxaraxy, by H Jennis Baker 251 Nrws P;;u: 1nuter on Ftion
Sar Wro Uxpzasraxss, A Poem, by Alphonnna Storns, New York—Cahfornia—Illinois—Indiana—Kentucky 264
Translated by Alca Stons Blackwell 252 M
ichigan—Ohio—Wisconsin—England 265
Tre InTERNaTIONAL FrEpreation or Bmre CoxrTror Austria—F, 267
Leacuvzs, Statement by Prendsnt ¢ C Iatils 253 ustria—rrance
Tux Gexxss or Despat: Denmark-—Japan—India—China 268
Letters Which Show How Hope and Courage Can be Undermuned A Coming Event 260

Published by THE AmERICAN BratH
Monthly on the first of each month

ConTror LEAcuE, Inc
Subscription Price—4$2 00 a Year

Bntered as Besond Olase Matter, Morch 11, 1018, ot the post ofice at Now York, N Y., wader the Aot of Mareh 8, 1379




6/e BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE
Four Steps to Qur Goal — Agitation, Education, Orgamization, Legislation

MARGARET SANGER, Editor

MARY SUMNER BROY D, Managing Editer

VorL IX

SEPTEMBER, 1925

No 9

EDITORIALS

HE fall opens with news of mmportant de-
velopments 1n England, India and the United
States In England the systematic work of the
Malthusian League and the Labor women 1s bring-
mg pressure of numbers to bear on the Minstry
of Health, and the time 1s not far off when the
Ministry will have to yield to a bona fide puble
demand represented by hundreds of thousands of
petitioners In India the opposition expressed by
Mahatma Gandhi in the India press to any method
of preventing overpopulation except self-control
has both revealed the strong and intelligent sup-
port which Birth Control has already won 1n that
country and has brought the subject to the atten-
tion of many thousands who had never heard of 1t
before
In Amenca the statement of a representative
of the Itahan government at the conference at
Wilhamstown, together with Professor East’s
reply, which we publish in this number of the
Review, has airculated throughout the press of the
country and has taught American doubters that
there 1s a very real relation between war and over-
population Count Cippico’s statement 1s the more
menacing teken in conjunction with the press m-
terview with Mussolim last January, when he said
that the Italian birth rate was pressing, that the
Italians were “too intelligent’ to himt the numbers
of their children and that the only answer to the
problem was “to make war or to seek outlets for
overpopulation” When that war breaks out of
whose approach two spokesmen of the Fascist
have now given us ample warning, 1t will show the
world that the refusal of a government to tolerate
and encourage the practice of Birth Control 1s not
only a crime aganst the individual but a crume
against mternationzl peace

AHATMA GANDHI, the great leader of
India, has recently given public utterance,
m the columns of ¥oung India, to his opimon con-
cerming “artificial” methods of Barth Control

“There can be no two opimions about the necessity
for Birth Control,” writes Mahatmaj, “but the
only method handed down from ages past 1s self-
control or ‘Brahmacharya * It1s an infallible sover-
eign remedy doing good to those who practise it
And medical men will earn the gratitude of man-
kind, if instead of advising artificial means of Birth
Control they will find out the means of self-control
The union 1s not meant for pleasure but for bring-
ing forth progeny And union i1s a crime when the
desire for progeny 1s absent ’ Self-control, austere
unrelenting asceticism, 1s 1n brief, 1 the ethics of
Mahatma Gandhi, “the only noble and straight
method of Birth Control ”

OMING as 1t does from the great spiritual
leader of India, this expression of opinion 1is
a welcome one It has stimulated the liveliest dis-
cussion 1n the Indian press, and has brought forth
a number of emphatic and clearly expressed refu-
tations of the ascetic philosophy of hife embodied n
Gandhi’s brief expression, as well as some spirited
defences of contraception The most vigorous op-
ponent of Gandhr’s views has been Professor R D
Karve, whose protest 13 quoted by Mr Roy, to-
gether with the able reples of other friends of
Birth Control, on another page of the REview

There 1s httle to add to these comments by
Gandhr’s compatriots They are marked by bri-
hant, lucid reasoning They indicate the vitality
of the 1dea of Birth Control in the Orient and
presage the advent of a new era of enhightenment
in that prostrate domamn We are happy indeed
that, despite his hesitation and extreme reluctance,
Mahatma Gandhi was induced to express publicly
his disapproval of artificial methods of contracep-
tion But we might not impertinently ask if any
method 1s more artificial, more contrary to the laws
of human nature than a self-umposed “self-control”
which nstead of leading one through the thresh-
hold of Iife onward toward an understanding of 1ts
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meaning and beauty, would prevent the exponent
of abstinence from ever understanding its deeper
rhvthm and condemn him to endless torment, in
discord with the cosmic rhythm and in eternal con-
flict with the surge of his deepest desires

This thoughtless utterance—profoundly thought-
less, we are sorry to say—of India’s great leader
places him n the category of those traditional dog-
matists and reactionary moralists for whom this
world 15 irremediably a vale of tears and whose 11-
responsible “idealism” has mmdeed made 1t one To
Woestern minds, the mnfluence of such leaders must
be forever dysgemec We are happy that our
friends in India are so vigorously combating 1t

Lafe, we challenge these opponents, 1s neither an
evil, 2 malady, nor a disease to be avorded ILafe
15 the supreme experience, mto which we must un-
reservedly and joyfully plunge Sexual expression
1s one of the most profoundly spirttual of all the
avenues of human experience, and Birth Control
the supreme moral mnstrument by which, without
mnjury to others nor to the future destinies of man-
kind on this earth, each individual 1s enabled to
progress on the road of self-development and self-
realization Human salvation 1s not to be attained
bv a steadv diet of the bitter fruit of renunciation
We are all seeking for “life more abundant ”
Despite his world-wide renown, Gandh’s recent
utterance seems to lack spiritual profundity or
vision Yet, we must express our thanks, since he
has stimulated his young compatriots and ourselves
as well, to a new crystalization of our spiritual
values

HE Medical Officer of the town of Hartle-

pool England, does not, according to recent
press reports, beleve m teaching Birth Control
Yet his recent report on conditions in that town of
5 000 families, which has circultted widely, 1s noth-
g less than a sermon of which Birth Control cught
to be the text His report shows that 2 500 families
—half the total population by famly—have at
some time 1n the last two or three years been on the
poor rates on account of unemployment At the
same time the birth rate during the past year was
28 4 or 51 per cent higher than that for England
as 2 whole, and infant mortality was 132 per thous-
and TIn one month indeed 1t soared as high as 250
per 1000 The officer, Dr Willlam McKendrick
lays the high death rate directly to poverty and bad
housing and mentions the prevalence of rickets and
scurvy Under conditions like these, which ery
aloud not for moralizing, but for a practical
remedy, to reject Birth Control and recommend
self-control 1s Like reciting an Abrocadabra

Barth Control Review

HE application of the State Board of Chan-

ties for increased appropriation for the South
Dakota School and Home for the Feeble-minded
shows to what extent our present methods are meet-
ing the problem of the breeding of the unfit

“If the estimate of the superintendent 1s correct,”
says the application “and only fifteen percent of
the feeble-minded in South Dakota are now having
institutional care and the other eighty-five percent
are at large 1n the state breeding up a still larger
crop of subnormal persons for the future to deal
with, the situation 1s desperate enough ”

The 1impracticability of either raising monev on
this scale or of actually rounding up all defectives
for institutional care 1s not recogmzed by the
South Dakota board It 1s however, recogmzed 1n
a thoughtful editorial from the Summit, New Jer-
sey Herald and Record reprinted in this 1ssue, on
the Birth Control and Sterilization Bills which
failed to pass the Legislature last winter Ths
foresighted editorial writer estimates that any at-
tempt to care for all state charges in institutions
“would take almost half the revenue on which we
depend to run the state in all 1ts branches ”

ROM Paris Eugene Humbert and his wife
send grateful messages to the friends n
America who contributed toward the pavment of
their fine of 30,000 francs, imposed by the postal
authorities for giving out contraceptive informa-
tion The fine 15 not completely paid and the gov-
ernment simply waives rts right to imprison for the
balance as long as the Humberts are “on their good
behavior ” This means that the hands of two of the
most active of French propagandists are tied for an
indefinite period, until the depopulation scare
France has run its course Until that time this
fanmly of pioneers are under surveillance and for
real or imagined activities m behalf of Birth Con-
trol the Damocles sword of the unpaid balance may
descend on their heads Should this happen we
hope that their fellow workers for Birth Control
throughout the world will hold themselves ready to
be called on agam M Humbert’s letter 1s pub-
hshed on another page of the REviEw

Sincere apologies are offered for neglect of the
credit Iine on last month’s cover The cover photo-
graph was the gift of Mr Hiram Myers of the
Photo Publiaity Studio
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The Fascisti on Birth Control; An Italian Problem

At the Institute of Polstics held at Willamstown, Mass , during part of July and August, Count
Antomso Cippaco, an Italian senator, vrtually demanded for the benefit of his country’s surplus population
a return by the Umited States to sts former beral vmmgration policy, and n veded terms threatened war
as an wevstable consequence of a continuance of our present wmmagration policy We publsh below com-

ment by Professor East and Mrs Sanger

Reply to Count Cippico
By Epwarp M East

UR distinguished visitor, Count Cippico, like
the astute pohtician that he is, has brought
with him several sugar-coated pills of Itahan ex-
pediency These medicaments he would have the
American public swallow, after the rather para-
doxical Chinese method, 1n order te cure his country
of the ills which her own reckless living has brought
upon her I refer to lis views on the population
question He says, in effect, we must not accept
these hard, cruel laws of Malthus They are not
valid n the first place, and, even if they are, they
are materiahstic and un-Christian and ought to be
repealed by statutory enactment Italy, he some-
what bitterly admuts, was tricked at Versailles when
the spoils of war were divided, and now the least
the world m general and the Unmited States in par-
ticular can do 1s to allow the excess army of half a
million, which the country throws off each year, to
be farmed out on other lands
The emmnent Senator has our sympathy We
give it 2s one would give 1t any suffering individual
whose recklessness has brought him pam, but the
cure does not he mn aiding a contmuance of self-
mdulgence

HE first Malthusian law 1s a mathematical law,

mexorable as such laws are Population does
tend to press with irresistible force upon the means
of subsistence in any given circumscribed umt  The
thesis has been proved beyond a reasonable doubt
by an avalanche of quantitative evidence Under
natural conditions population increase 1s finally re-
pressed and stabilized by the intensity of the strug-
gle for existence, and Count Cippico grants this to
be the fact when he says ‘The truth s that her
(Ttaly’s) termtory 1s mnsufficient to support her
population’

Such a natural law may be harsh, 1t may be
cruel, but we must accept it for what it s, like the
law of gravitation When Christ was led to the
h:ghest pinnacles of the temple and asked to dis-
pute the cruelty of the latter law by castmg himself
down, he refused He climbed down in the regular

way and went about s busmess The world asks
Ttaly to follow his example, to extricate herself
from her perilous position with respect to over-
population, in a perfectly natural and reasonable
way, not by denying the truth of a law of nature,
not by lamenting over its harshness if 1ts vahdity
be granted, but by taking care not to remain n the
path of 1ts crushing force

oEs the world make an unreasonable or un-
ethical request? No It asks that Italy set her
house 1n order, that instead of spawning children
on the world with haphazard recklessness when they
can be given no fair chance for a life of happmess
and usefulness, restrict the families in accordance
with opportumty It asks that the sons of Italy be
brought into the world by choice, with some regard
for the paternal income, the maternal strength and
the health of the child Italy’s terrible infant mor-
tality 1s directly traceable to too frequent chld-
bearing and over-large famiies Why not reduce
1t? Why should man emulate the lobster in the
matter of reproduction when God has given him
brams? And our visitor should know when the
world gives this Neo-Malthusian advice that 1t 13
not speakmg of infanticide, as he stated in his third
lecture at the Institute of Politics
This advice 15 not incompassionate It 1s the
advice of a benevolent family physician whe does
not want to see a great career ruined by foolhardy
indiscretion It has back of it good and sufficient
reasons
The first reason 1s the second law of Malthus,
which says that the emgration which Count Cip-
pico recommends 15 no permanent rehef to a land
of poor people oppressed by the results of therr
reproductive talents It 1s as sound and as mnexor-
able as the first law It has been proved statistically
so many tumes that continued elaboration of figures
1s superfluous Emigration relhef 1s temporary
There 1s immediate birth release and the harassed
people are again back in the same situation Has
not Italy been sending out her overflow for fifty
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years? And 1s she not asking to contmue this
llogical process indefinitely?

THE second reason 1s still more important No
nation wants the dregs drained from the hottom
of the vat Those of Italy are not less welcome than
those of any other nation, but they are not welcome
We know Italy’s greatness, her Galileos, her Leo-
nardos, her Michelangelos Does she send us these,
even 1n humble mitations? She does not Look
over ‘Who’s Who m Amernica’ for Itallan names
They are conspicuous by their absence Look at
the army intelligence test records They are low,
so uncenscicnably low that they are a reproach and
a shame to Italy’s greatness She 1s as well nd of
them as an individual would be well nd of a cancer-
ous tumor I yield to none in my appreciation of
Itahan art, architecture, literature and science

Burth Control Review

Our culture here would be immensely improved 1f
we could import and make our own some of the
creative gemuses comparable to those who built so
grandly in the Renaissance Have we the shghtest
chance of obtaiming them? Agamn I say no The
Grade A men of Lombardy and Tuscany are not
squeezed out by economic pressure Such people
take care of themselves Furthermore, these north-
erners are men of brans, thoughtful and fore-
sighted They are not producing Italy’s excess
The excess comes from below Rome, people of a
different race, people where Grade A men are neg-
Ligible 1n quantity, where grades D and E predomu-
nate The incompetents from Italy’s population
curve are the ones the astute Senator asks us to
recetve And he 1s so complacent 1n his absurd pro-
posal We don’t need these people, that 1s all We
produce enough of that quahty ourselves

The Incident at Willhlamstown

By MARGARET SANGER

E are rejoicing in the meident at Wilhams-
town Great good will come of it We
mean the clash between Count Antonio Cippico, a
typical representative of Mussohnt's Fascist régime
in Ttaly and our friend Edward M East of Har-
vard, on the question of Italy’s overpopulation
This duel of 1deas tock place at the Institute of
Pohtics, an annual gathering of eminent authorities
on problems of mmternational importance, a confer-
ence conservative, academie, and in the opinion of
the New York Herald-Tribune somewhat theo-
retical 1n 1ts speculations Its deliberations are re-
ported 1 the daily press, but seldom do they
awaken anv intense public nterest Now—all
thanks to Professor East—that 1s changed He
has transmuted public lethargy into burming mn-
terest He has demonstrated how closely bound up
with the great questions of mternational policy are
the profoundly personal problems of contraception
and Birth Control Not one of the distinguished
authorties gathered last month at Wilhamstown
can return to his desk or post without feeling the
influence of Professor East's stimulating and life-
giving 1deas

FIRST let us trace the origin of the Willhiamstown
duel Senator Cippico, who 1s the spokesman
and the astute apologist of the Mussolim policies,
bravely and blandly undertook to offer the world
a solution for Italy’s ever-growing problem of over-
population The world in general, and the United
States 1n particular, were invited by the Count to
contribute land, opportumity and prosperity to
Italy’s swarming, spawnmg surplus milhons We

must open wide our doors to emigrants from
Southern Italy—to all those teeming millions de-
prived of a foothold in their own country These
immigrants, the Count suggested, are to remamn
Itahans mn foreign chimes, while Americans, for
mstance, are advised to move on to make room for
these alien hordes The alternative 1s more land,
more colomes by conquest, for Italy’s “explosive
expanston ” The threat of war, of “expansion” was
thinly veiled mn Count Cippico’s address Musso-
Iinr’s government desired to avoid the “cruel neces-
sity of war ” In brief, we were invited to take care
of the hapless fruits of Italy’s reckless and uncon-
trolled procreative activity

PROFESSOR East answered Count Cippico’s ex-
traordinary chauvimst threat — answered 1t
promptly, courageously, forcibly, and his voice has
been heard not merely by the two hundred scien-
tists, economists and statesmen gathered at Wil-
lhiamstown, but by the world at large It 1s of
tremendous educational value The world, asserted
Professor East in effect, asks Italy to set her house
m order Instead of spawmng children with reck-
less rapidity and haphazard irresponsibility, when
there 1s no opportunity for these unfortunates to
create a life of usefulness or happiness, Italy should
encourage families to restrict their numbers n ac-
cordance with opportunity Ths, as we all know,
15 the only safe avenue to national peace, prosperity
and the progress of eivihzation It 1s a truth, and
a feasible policy of national ethics, applicable not
only to overcrowded Ttaly, but to all enlightened
nations Jtis the only alternative to war, pestilence
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and famine—those 1nevitable convoys of over-
population

THER.E was nothing in Professor East’s vigorous,
forceful and brlhantly expressed utterance to
which any student—even a freshman—of eco-
nomics or history might take offense—nothing
offensive, nothing shocking, nothing mmpudent,
nothing harsh nor crude nor impractical It was,
as Professor East subsequently suggested m an in-
terview, the counsel of a benevolent family physi-
cian who does not want to see a great career rumed
by foolhardy indiscretion But to Count Cippico,
a perfect representative of Fascist psychology,
thrs suggestion was one of “cool impudence ” Let
us here recall that the Fascist mind resents criticzsm
and cannot forgive those who puncture 1ts own de-
lusions of grandeur In Rome liberal newspapers
which criticize the policies of Mussolim’s simister
régime are nstantly suppressed Foreign news-
paper correspondents who try to cable the impartial
truth have been expelled from Italy Senator Cip-
pico met Professor East’s counter-attack in much
the same official Fascist manner He denounced
the “infamous theories of Malthus” He con-
demned advocates of Birth Control as “apostles of
mfanticide ” His angry, out-of-date utterances
suggest that he should have gone to Dayton, Ten-
nessee, mstead of Wilhamstown, for to denounce
the Malthusian law of population 1s no less absurd
than to legislate agamst evolution, and to speak
of the “infamous theories of Malthus” 1s as ndicu-
lous as to condemn the law of gravitation as im-
moral and materiahistic Any college freshman
could inform the illustrious and astute Count and
Senator that Rev Thomas Malthus offered no in-
famous remedies for overpopulation, and that
Birth Control 1s not infantiade, but the only
remedy for the practice of abortion and infanticide
Before undertaking to offer solutions for the prob-
lem of Italy’s overpopulation, the Fascist would
do well to take an elementary course in what was
once known as “political economy ” Before blam-
g the misfortunes of his country upon France,
England or America, he might profitably investi-
gate the sources of i1ts own national ills

But nstead, like a schoolboy unused to the
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weapons of mature and mmpartial thought, dis-
covering in spite of himself that the balloon of his
own pet delusions had been suddenly and skilfully
punctured, Count Cippico could resort only to
angry words, and like a spoiled child had to be ap-
peased and quieted by those who were more nter-
ested 1n diplomatic politeness than in mvigorating
and thus often stinging truths

BUT great good has come of this amusing and
educational mmcident Professor East’s brl-
hant advocacy of Birth Control as the only sane,
enhghtened and peaceable avenue to international
ammty and equbbrium aroused nationzl interest
and comment All of the metropolitan dailies pub-
Lished editoral comment, most of 1t sane, sober and
hospitable to the idea of Birth Control There were
also a number of fine letters, some n the press and
others, almost three hundred of them, addressed to
Professor East Notable among the letters 15 that
of Elmer Dawvis in the New York Times, a splendid
exposition of fundamental Malthusian truths con-
cerning overpopulation, truths which no amount
of bombastic denunciations can sweep away

WE cannot too enthusiastically express our
gratitude to Edward M East for his splen-
did, courageous and clear-cut advocacy of Birth
Control at the Institute of Politics His splendid
utterances have had the effect of transmuting our
notorious American mdifference to international
problems mto a warm and vinid interest Birth
Control, as an implement of enhightened national
progress, thanks to his efforts, 1s making further
headway into our national consciousness Professor
East 1s doing vahant pioneer work mn opening new
avenues of thought, and we are confident that al}
the distinguished authorities who listened to him
at Williamstown will return to their posts conscious
of a new angle of approach to the great complex
problems of mternationzl relations they are seeking
to solve For the rest of us, let us give assurance
to such a statesman and scholar as Edward M
East, that we appreciate his unflnchmg champion-
ship of the truth, which has again been brillhantly
dramatized by this mecident at Wilhamstown

MESSAGE FROM WITTER BYNNER TO THE SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

It 15 unthwnkable that you and your associates should be harassed by the laws and officials of a
csnlized government, particularly a government which wnvolved ts people sn the devastating conflict
of the great war, or the Great Murder as an Englishman has aptly called st A4 better understanding
among all nations of the principles you advocate and of the motwes you forward, would be a funda-

mental contribution toward the establishment of peace

Your method 18 much belter than the war

method for the regulation of mankwmd It 13 indeedan vmportant factor 1 good will toward men which

35 wnseparable from peace on earth
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The Mother Tie

By JANE MARSHALL

HE tie between the child and 1ts mother s
originally the same as the tie between a htile
animal and its mother It 1s the tie between the
great symbol of safety, rest, and shelter and the
helpless young, faced with Life impossible to hive
without that shelter to go to 1n time of stress *
The first consciousness of any young thing 1s the
presence of its mother From her 1t gets food,
warmth and the feeling of bemg protected What
1t gets 15 what we call “mothering” Every child
alive today got that from its mother or her substi-
tute, or 1t would have perished
The tie is not one of blood, the same tie exists be-
tween a hen and chickens not hatched from her own
eggs It s a psychological tie It must be broken
before the child’s psychical Life can develop just as
the physical tie must be broken before the child ean
develop physically Were 1t just the tie between
one child and 1ts mother breaking it mught be
simple It 1s the tie between one httle child and a
relationship nmllions of years old, without which
there would be no human race Mating could have
gone on, young could have been hatched from eggs
or brought forth alive, but without the mother’s mn-
stinct to protect and the child’s mstinet tc look to
her for protection no continuation of ammal hfe
would have been possible To the child the mother
15 the symbol of the mnstinct of self-preservation
She remains that symbol for all men, for all time

REesT FROM THE STRUGGLE OF LIFE

The need in man, from tume to time, for that rest
from the struggle of Iife, which his unconscious
always tells him can be found by “gomng back to
mother,” must be met some way 1n harmony with
his adult self That he has so symbolized her we see
all around us We have “Mother Karth,” “The
Breast of the Waves,” “Rocked 1n the Cradle of the
Deep,” “Alma Mater,” “Mother Church” We
have stories from all the battle fronts of the dying
boy crying out “Mother!”” When his conscious
mind was numbed with agony his mstmet reminded
hin where safety lay

May the tragedy of that unanswered cry smk
mto the Mother Heart of the world!'

If one watches a dog and her puppies or a hen
and chickens, one sees—when the hittle ones grow
old enough to go any distance from the mother they
scurry back at the shghtest sign of danger When
they get tired or hungry they also go back to her,

* Book rights reserved by the author

and when they get the worst of 1t i a fight with the
hitle brothers and sisters They know that with
therr mother they will find safety and rest, from
what to them are the hard things of life In that
atmosphere they grow Without it they pensh
Their mother teaches them all that 1s necessary
for their weil-being When they are ready to begin
their adult life (which means 2 hfe of their own, a
free Iife) she calmly walks off and leaves them or
fights them off from her She goes off to mate again
and she and they become strangers The tie 1s
broken easily and completely Ammals do not re-
member If later on the young and mother mate
(which 1s very often done among domestic ammals,
whatever wild ammals may do) they mate as
strangers, as two independent adult animals

EvorLuTioN oF MorHEERE LovE

In unscientific language the ammal mother
nurses her young to relieve the pressure in her milk
glands, the hen sits on the eggs as a means of relief
from a raging heat in ker body No doubt just as
soon as those glands become normal the energy
used by them 1s agamn transferred to the glands of
procreation Nature sees to it that the period when
the mother needs the young coincides with the need
of the young for the mother Of course we occa-
sionally see a “bad mother” who leaves them (goes
off to mate) too soon for their good Nature some-
how made a mustake, which proves fatal to the
young 1f no mother substitute 1s at hand The mis-
take 13 not often made, so when the mother does
leave them they are quite ready to fend for them-
selves, find a mate and begn all over agamn the
progress of the generations

At some poimnt mn the evolution of mankind a new
instinct entered nto the mother of the race We
don’t know how, or when, or where As with all
mstinets 1t wasn't understood, 1t was only felt The
thing 1t made her do was to keep her young by her
after they ceased to be a matter of physical rehef
to her, and when, by the same token, they became
an added burden She kept them by mstinct for
their good, not her own That instinet was love

The thing has transformed ammals mto men,
the thmg that has been at work for mulhons of
years changing the heart of man—oh, so slowly!—
toward 2 day when Selfishness, Hate and Revenge
will give place to Altruism, Love and the spirit of
doing good for evil

Now of course the mother of a million or so years
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ago didn’t know why she kept her young with her
longer than filled any need of her own Then, as
now, loving was its own reward Nevertheless by
loving (giving, not getting) she was making pos-
sible the human family as we know 1t to-day

The result was that the child had a longer period
of dependence before going up against life, its brain
had a chance to grow, 1t developed a memory, its
maturity was retarded It changed from amimal to
man And all this happened because love came nto
the mother heart of the world

But for the purpose of our study an even more
important thing happened That constantly
lengthening period of dependent childhood made
the psychological tie between the child and mother
grow stronger and stronger Gradually the in-
stinct, as old as the higher forms of ammal life,
that made the child know that with the mother was
to be found safety, rest and happmess, had added
to 1t the conscious memory of love The human
child 1s tied to its mother by the nstinct of self-
preservation and also gets from her the complete
satisfaction of 1ts emotional life It seems as if the
transition from infancy to adult hife 1s the struggle
to become psychologically free from one’s mother,
and to find complete satisfaction of one’s adult
emotional Iife in mating, or in creative work

It seems as if the child, who down through the
ages was more advanced psychologically than the
level of the race—the child who as an adult would
make a contribution to human progress other than
the contribution of procreation—was the child who
longer clung to the mother and loved her more
fondly Lywing in her arms, safe, at rest and happy,
1t could dream dreams and see visions

We now have this paradox The human mother
keeps the child with her so that the psychical part
of 1t can develop By so dong she strengthens the
tie between them, making the breaking away and
attaining the hife of a psychically free adult the
more difficult The child must become a psychically
free adult 1n order to translate its dreams mnto
action

ORIGIN oF THE FaMILy

The famly grew from one child and its mother
to what we mean by the word today, mother,
father, sisters and brothers, grandparents, aunts
and uncles Where the shelter of the famly l:ife
must have added strength to the tie binding the
child to the symbolic mother it at the same time
proved to be the thing that makes the transition
from the mother to the mate less difficult

What seems to happen 1s this The child 1s born
loving 1its mother, completely, and only her The
child whose emotional hife 1s developing normally
farrly soon gives part of its love to 1its father It
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again makes a division of 1ts love to include sisters
and brothers and servants (all those under its own
roof) and then reaches out to relations outside 1its
home Then friends of the family who come to the
house, then neighbors An ever widening group to
share that child love which must go onward and
outward to where 1t can choose 1ts own object

Up to now the objects of 1ts love have been
brought to it, so to speak Then comes a great
turming point in the child’s ife It goes out into
the world, to school perhaps, and there makes a
friend of 1ts own A strange child i1ts mother never
saw No allowances are made on either side, an
effort 1s required to be hked A new world opens
up, a strange house to go to, pride in bringing home
and showing off the friend, one’s very own friend
“Sticking up” for the friend 1f needs be The child
has taken a long step along the road that leads to
freedom

Later comes the period of hero worship That
seems for the purpose of fixing the child’s emotions
on some one older than itself, to make a model for
1t other than the parent of the same sex

WipENING THE CIrRcLE oF LoveEp ONEs

Then comes what 1s called Calf Love It should
be called Holy Love, for with it the child completes
the curve It has left 1its mother (psychically) and
gone alone on the difficult Journey of readjustment

It 1s now ready to choose a mate, or to use the
awakened mating mstinct (the desire to create)
for other things than procreation

No one knows why some children make those
adjustments, some make part of them, some make
none at all The first group are the free of the
earth, the second group are the partly free, the
third, the completely tied

No one not working with these unfortunate ones
can have any :dea of the power that mother tie has
The Symbohic Mother calling one to go back to her
where there 1s no struggle The Something 1n one
saying 1t 1s too late, freedom for the soul hes ahead
It almost seems as 1f they were tied to the mother
of us all by a psychological navel cord The harder
they pull away the more conscious they are that
they are held Tugging and pulling, using all their
energy that way Such fatigue! Always out of
harmony with Iife Waking exhausted after hor-
rible dreams Meeting adult situations with -
fantile reactions The mward cry of “What's the
use?”

And when 1t 1s possible for the thing known as
psychoanalysis to cut that psychological navel cord
the struggle 1s over, one 1s free No more meeting
adult situations with infantile reactions When the

(Continued on page 269)
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Diamond Men and Men of Flesh

By Basanta Koomar Roy

T 1s not necessary to agree with everything that
Mahatma Gandhi says or does in order to ap-
preciate the child-hke simphaty of his nature, and
the samnthiness of his character e 1s undoubtedly
one of the greatest souls that walks on earth today
Muninanchaw matwrama (even sants are apt to
make mistakes) 1s an old Sansknt proverb Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s recent attack on conscious Birth
Control mn India 15 an illustration of this proverb
But his attack has opened a discussion in the
Indian press that was well worth while The luad
and trenchant refutations in some of the Indwan
daihes, weeklies and monthlies most unequivocally
prove how slowly but surely the scientific and eth-
cal 1dea of Birth Control 1s permeating the thought
currents of awakened India

Thousands of Y ears of Self Control

Among those who have come to the defense of
Birth Control mn the press 1s Professor R D
Karve

“Thousands of years,” he writes, “people have
been preaching the Mahatma’s remedy Self Con-
trol Only, 1t 1s impracticable for ordinary human
bemgs, such as are found outside the Mahatma’s
Utopia And 1t 1s with these we have to deal every
day They have certainly to count with Nature, but
Nature only pumshes the fools who do not know
how to take care of themselves What 1s human in-
telligence meant for, 1f 1t 1s not for the solution of
human difficulties in the most agreeable way? 1 say
‘agreeable’ and T assert that it 1s quite justifiable
to seek pleasure if 1t does not involve doing harm
to anybody And scientific knowledge 1s now too
far advanced for people to be expected to martyrize
themselves for rehigious dogmas like that of ‘self
control ’

“T cannot hope to convince the mystics But the
scientific mind must have some other enteron of
morality than religious dogma Those who do not
practise Birth Control mn some way or other are
threatened not by a theological hell, but by a hell
on earth in the shape of unwieldy famihes This 1s
much more appreciable than any hell imagined by
any rehgious prophets People are free to practice
contmence and take the consequences, good or bad
They ought not to be left free to have unwieldy
families and make themselves a nuisance to society ™

“I have,” he says in another place, “no quarrel
with those who can practice self control and do 1t
If 1t 1s harmful to them, that i1s their own affair

But let them not pretend to be higher than other
people on that account There 1s no ment in abstin-
ence any more than fasting Fasting 1s not higher
than eating, and 1t 1s harmful when the body needs
food Even admitting for a moment that
there are hundreds and thousands of people prac-
tising ‘self control’ that 1s & very small pro-
portion of the population of the world ”

* Another splendid refutation of Mahatmaj’s ad-
vocacy of abstinence as the only “noble and straight”
method of Birth Control 18 found in Welfare, a
monthly magazine publhshed i Calcutta The con-
clusion 1s well worth quoting “Knowledge should
not of necessity turn men mnto ammals We know
that all doctors could be poisoners, chemists, mur-
derers, sanyasns, scoundrels, if they so desired But
human desires are so tramned that few men love to
be cruninals or siners The 1deals of marned hfe
are various and f all people were taught to think
in the rnght way, there should be no apprehension
of their leading a purely ammal Ife, just because
they could do so without having children Ma-
hatma Gandhi does not show much faith in human
nature by his fears ”

A Mystie and the Fires of Y outh

To quote one more among many, Amritlal H
Patel of Surat wntes n the Bombay Chronicle
“All human beings are not Mahatmajis and Janak
Videhis, who 1n spite of all attractions and allure-
ments of earthly hfe, can practise true celibacy
both mental and physical To drag the whole
question of Birth Control mto relhigion and to dic-
tate 1ts remedy from the old and antiquated scrip-
tures, 1s nothing but sheer injustice to the modern
science of social economy and eugemes Our
country 1s teeming with mamkms having weak
bodies and sunken eyes born of mothers who are
almost every year passing through the dangers of
annual conceptions and confinements, and m the
interest of the nation we must put a stop to this
human waste of life

“Modern contraceptive methods, T admit, are not
meant for Mahatmas and Yogs, but they are meant
for common human beings who Live m the world
as worldly beings and who are prey to ordnary if
not violent human weakness and frailties It would
be sheer hypocrisy on the part of our social Ieaders
to preach only Brahmacharya as the only and the
best and an easilly practicable remedy for Birth
Control for the masses ”

{Contsnued on page 269}
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Birth Control in England

By H Jexnre Baker

T 15 a cause of constant amazement to me to find
the rate of progress of the Birth Control move-

ment i England

For more than a quarter of a century I have been
writing occasional articles and have been willing—
even anxious—to speak on the matter, but 1t used
to be very difficult to find a platform where such a
subject was acceptable, now the difficulty 1s to find
time to give 21l the lectures that are asked for
Everywhere one finds appreciative and grateful
audiences, and 1f a Iittle doubt 1s expressed at the
beginning of a meeting, there 1s no doubt of agree-
ment at the end

It 1s hard to be sure of the cause of this change of
attitude, 1t was beginmng a little before the war,
and has certainly advanced rapidly since It has
doubtless been hastened by the wrtings of Dr
Marie Stopes, and the publicity given to her hbel
action, and even here we have to acknowledge a
deep debt of gratitude to the work of Mrs Mar-
garet Sanger Of course the Neo-Malthusian
League had kept the flag flying, but without at-
tracting much public attention till it was trans-
formed mto the New Generation League, but since
then, and especially since the opeming of their chnic
n a very poor neighborhood, they have done much
to popularize the work

Changed Attitude of Labor

It used to be said that the labor world was hostile
to Birth Control As far as that was the case it was
probably to be attmbuted to the intense individual-
1sm of 1ts earher advocates, and the manner 1n which
thev went out of their way to attack trade-unionism
and Sociahsm Now the real principles are better
understood, and especially since women have taken
a more active interest in politics there 15 no doubt
that 1t 1s to the orgamzed labor movement that
Birth Controllers must look for the greatest sup-
port

The Labor Woman’s Conference spoke with no
uncertain voice last year * when a majority of
about 1,000 to 8, they demanded Birth Control
teaching to be given in the existing and rate-sup-
ported Matermty and Child Welfare Centres
Though this request was refused by the Labor (and
Catholic) Mmmister of Health, there 1s evidence that
1t 1s widely supported by Labor bodies throughout
the country, and the advocates had Lttle doubt what
the vote would have been 1f the question had been

* This article was written in the early summer

discussed at the Labor Conference m October, 1n-
stead of beng put aside, with other resolutions,
because of the critical situation in parhament

The two chief reasons gnen by Mr Wheatley
for refusing to consider the request of the women
were that there was such division of opinion 1n the
country that 1t would not be fair to spend rates on
1ts promulgation, (or even to allow voluntary
helpers to teach 1t at rate-supported centres) , and
that the matter was already so well known that
there was no need for further education He said
that women already knew all that was necessary,
but that they d:d not practise it, because they were
too indufferent or careless, but he did not believe
they were so 1gnorant as was made out

Objections Mutually Destructive

He did not seem to realize that the two reasons
were mutually destructive That if people had
already learned, there could not be much objection
to systematic teaching, and 1f they are careless and
mdifferent they would not ask for information, and
we only asked that this should be available for any
who wanted 1t

As to the lack of knowledge no doubt can exist
m the minds of those who are really in touch with
working women Even the more intellgent, who
largely form the Women’s Co-operative Guilds,
and the Women's Sections of the local Labor
parties, agamn and again lament after a lecture on
Birth Control that they have not had such informa-
tion earher, and older women who have had the
experience of having had large fanmhes will say,
“It 15 too late for me, but save my daughter from
going through what I have had to bear ”

And still though several of us are spezking to
many of these orgamizations, we feel that we are
only touching the fringe of the problem Those who
need the knowledge most are frequently so over-
burdened by the demands of a large number of
small children, that they cannot belong to Guilds,
or go to meetings, having to take with them, per-
haps, two “toddlers” as well as a baby m arms
Many of these who have had the least opportumty
are only just awaking to the knowledge that there
1s such knowledge to be got, and are absolutely
ignorant as to how they can procure 1t

It 1s for these we are pleading when we ask that
mformation should be avalable at the matermty
centres, for there they usually do manage to go, as
there are many inducements 1 the way of cheap
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mulk, glaxo, clothes, etc, and there the toddlers are
welcomed as well as the babies There we shall
meet the mother of 17 children, (two of them deaf
and dumb) and the mother of eight children hiving
with her and a consumptive father in two tiny
rooms and who 1s certamnly not indifferent to the
question of how she can keep from having any
more

We may also come across the girl who has been
marred three years, and who has three children,
and feels that all her strength and happiness has
departed, and the girl of seventeen who has already
had two children, or the mother of four children,
the eldest being five years old, already going to
school but having to stay at home one day a week
to take care of the other three babies while the
mother does the washing out at the back In short
we may meet here similar cases to those which read-
ers of your paper know so well on your side of the
water

Many of our problems are similar, but they are
aggravated here by the overcrowding that exists
everywhere, and the special difficulty that the par-
ents of 4 large family have in finding any sort of
decent accommodation Many men who are at work
have to take their wives and families to our work-
houses and poor-law nstitutions, because no other
accommodation 1s available Here the family 1s
divided, and though the father has to pay for their
support, there 1s still a feehng of humhation as

well as much unhappiness in having to resort to
this

There 1s no possibility of doubting that mothers
who knew would do anything possible to prevent
further increase of their families under such cond-
tions, also the low wages and the frequent unem-
ployment make numbers of women desperately
anxious to limit the number of children This 1s
demonstrated by the frequent resort to the danger-
ous practice of abortion, which destroys the health
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of so many women, who feel that at all nsk to them-
selves they must prevent another little one coming
to still farther sub-divide the hmited food, clothing
and shelter which 13 already so inadequate for the
existing family

I imagine these things are worse with us than
with you and though we have not to contend with
your great difficulty of Birth Control teaching be-
ing illegal, we have our own difficulties even 1n that
direction After all we are controlled as much by
public opinion as by laws, and 1n spite of the ad-
vance m opmion that I have already spoken of,
there are still large numbers of people who think
it immodest, even mdecent to refer in public to the
genesis of life, or the relationship of the sexes, and
we can only overcome this by persistent teaching
and wntmg regardless of the older i1deas Another
difficulty 1s presented by some would-be sym-
pathizers, who recognize the difficulties of the over-
burdened mother, and the need of “spacing™ babies,
but who are afraid that if young girls know any-
thing of contraception, immorality will become
more and more frequent Without saying much
about such an estimate of the character of the
present generation, or the worth of moralty that
depends only on fear, 1t 15 well to pomnt out that
our request for the necessary teaching being given
at matermty centres should mmmmize that dread,
as generally speaking only married women who
already have children attend these places

A much stronger reason for pressing our demand
1s that such a large proportion of our poorer women
suffer from careless treatment at the time of child-
brrth, or from having got up too soon and resumed
their work before they were fit, and so have some-
thing the matter with the womb, which makes it
adwvisable if not essential for them to have individual
advice before using ontraceptive apphances This
should be available at the centres, as many cannot
afford doctor’s fees, and no hospital that I know of
gives such advice

SHE WHO UNDERSTANDS

By Arronsiva Storxi, of Argentma

Translated from the Spanish by Azice Stoxe Bracxweir

Her dark head fallen forward in her grief,
The beauteous woman kneels, 1n supphant fashion—

A woman past her youth,

the dying Christ

From the stern rood looks on her with compassion

A burden of vast sadness 1n her eyes,

Beneath her heart a child, a burden human,
Before the white Christ bleeding there she prays,
“Lord, do not let my child be born a woman!”
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THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION
OF BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUES

Statement by C C LiTTLE, President

NE of the results of the Sixth International
Neo-Malthusian and Birth Control Confer-
ence was the reorgamization of the international
federation, which had ceased to function during the
war Dr Alce Drysdale Vickery is honorary presi-
dent of the reorganized federation, the president
18 Dr C C Lattle, President of Michigan Univer-
sity, Mrs Margaret Sanger 1s secretary and Mrs
Jubet Rublee, treasurer The executive board 1s
made up of Dr Aletta Jacobs, Holland, Dr Char-
lotte Stemnberger, Hungary, Baroness Ishimoto,
Japan, Dr C V Drysdale, England, Dr Norman
Haire, England, Fru Thit Jensen, Denmark,
Knut Wicksel, Sweden, Dr G Hardy, France,
Margaret Sanger, America, Dr James F' Cooper,
America, Dr O C Withrow, Canada

All orgamzations which endorse the principles
and objects of the federation are admrtted to mem-
bership, except those which include abortion in their
program The objects of the federation are

1 To impress on the people and governments
of all nations the problems and dangers of over-
population

2 To dimmmsh and eventually control or ehmi-
nate overpopulation by extendmg the knowledge
of hygienic contraceptive methods as distinct from
abortion

3 To oppose all repressive legislation against
the proper provision of hygieme contraceptive in-
struction

4 'To recommend to the medical profession the
mportance of giving such information and espe-
cially to urge 1its provision at all public hospitals,
asylums, welfare centers, ete, for the treatment or
prevention of disease

5 To promote race improvement primarily by
enabling parents to restrict their familes to those
children whom they can bear and rear in justice to
therr own health and economic aircumstances, and
by enabling them to abstain from parenthood
all cases where hereditary disease or defect might
render the offspring unlikely to become healthy and
self-supporting citizens

6 To promote sexual responsibility and dim-
mush the spread of venereal disease and promiscuity
by making 1t known that young people can marry
early without regard to their economic position or
the fear of having children they cannot support,
and to encourage instruction 1n sex questions

7 To promote international harmony by urg-
ing all governments to assist in regulating the birth
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rates mn their respective countries so as to avoid
overpopulation, which 15 recognized as one of the
chief causes of war

The federation plans to hold the Seventh Inter-
national Neo-Malthusian and Birth Contrel Con-
ference m August 1926, the place of meeting to be
either Geneva, as the home of the League of Na-
tions, or Copenhagen, where the Damish Birth Con-
trol orgamzation would act as hostess

THE TRUTH ABOUT DEPOPULATION

EPOPULATION 1s a subject on which vast amounts
of nonsense are habitually talked by excited people
who clamor for quantity without regard to quahty, and
do not trouble to distinguish between a stationary and a
dechning population But 1t 1s quite untrue that any
existing state, even France, has normally 2 dechiming pop-
ulation, and 1t 1s hkely that the ancient lamentations
about depopulation were equally hysterical
For when one considers the enormous potential fer-
tihity man shares with the other amimals, and the rapidity
with which accidental depletions can be made good, 1t 15
hard to resist the conviction that under normal conditions
it 15 a biological certamty that there can be no lasting
depopulation On the contrary, the world, even though
it may not be actually over-populated, must always be as
fully populated as the available food and social conditions
permit
It follows (1) that in normal times, when no additions
are being made to the sources of food supply, human
population must be as stationary as animal hfe, and (2)
that there must therefore always be operative in every
human society checks on 1ts potential fertihity sufficient
to leave its numbers stationary These checks are very
various m character, but as Professor Carr Saunders has
fully shown, they always exist History as a whole con-
firms these deductions, but their consequences have been
masked by the fact that the human race has on the whole
been progressive, and has used the best part of 1ts intellr-
gence to mcrease its food supply, thus enabling its num-
bers to increase, though not usually with the unprece-
dented rapidity conditioned by the development of science
i the last century
Conversely, 1f the normal equilibrium of a society 1s
suddenly assailed by a new danger, a war, a convulsion of
nature, a pestilence, the introduction of a new poison,
vice, or disease, population naturally dimimshes But
only for a time For all these agencies of destruction are
more or less selective, and after they have swept away
the more susceptible, the survivors will grow more re-
sistant —F S C Scuirer in Eugemics Revew

“T done had nineteen chillen mahse’f—jes had chillen
Like a cow havin’ a calf—git down, git up, and go on”—
From “Ketchin’ Babies,” by Samuel McCoy 1n the Survey
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THE GENESIS OF DESPAIR

Letters Which Show How the Whill to Lwe Can be Destroyed

A4 burden growing greater each year as new members are added to the family, an mcome remam-
ing stable, not wncreasing as the clayms on st grow greater, health growng feebler just wn proportion
as the need for health and strength wncreases, love fasling as fear of pregrnancy becomes an obsession—
all these are the wnstruments by which blindly prolific nature destroys courage and makes death, in the
eyes of many mothers stil young, seem wfimtely more desrable than hfe

Can Support No More

Califorma

Now I am wnting to personally and see if you can help
me out I am a woman of 24 and have had seven children
onely three are hveing the oldest 1s, 7 and he 1s the first
one I have had twenes When I marryed my weight was
125 and now 1 wicgh 98 pound and am very weake and
out of health I cain’t even take care of my children like
I ought to When the third babey was borne the mlk
dryed up so I can’t nurse my baby with breast and just
as soone as I get up frome bed I wait 45 day and after
15 day I get in family way agamn all together 1t 13 60 day
after confinement but 1t 1s so hard to keep away frome
my husband the 45 day that we quarreled, but if the
sooner I would get 1n family way And I was ansous to
get the book because they had told me that 1in the book
I could get some information of how to avoid so many
children and another thing 18 my husband gets onley $3 50
a day to support 5 in family and my confinement causes
every year and this last year I have had abortion but
this last one I was very sick I know my husband dead
or me alive can’t support mor children than we have with
his salay so I have cone to you and see if you can helpe
me out please excuse my wniting because I am very nevos
and just up frone bed

In Constant Fear
Ohio

I am coming to you for advice Please, please help me
I am a large woman I weigh 220 Ibs I have four httle
children my last two babies are only 15 months apart,
the one 15 21 months, the other 15 6 mos I was left with
mlk leg after this last baby was born and 1 am not able
at times to be on my feet, so you know I have something
on my hands And we have many little debts to pay and
the debt for my last two babies, besides a couple large
doctor hills when we all had the flu, and Mrs Sanger, I
dont know how we would ever get through i1f I would get
pregnant agamn The doctor told my mother-in-law that
1if T got pregnant again and with this leg of mmne that I
would know something I never knew before It seems as
though I get pregnant so easy, and yet I think I am care-

ful, although I haven’t found anything that saved me
vet Wont you write and tell me your remedies 1 am
living 1n constant fear every day

Frwtless Fertility
West Virgima

I feel as 1f I were writing to & real friend mn deed and
in nead I am writing to for help as I feel that 1 deed
yours 15 a great work I live in a small miming town and
even 1 this small town there are many familys 1t 1s a
tragedy to see many who would be glad to not have any
more children for a few yecars as they have 8 and 4 so
small they cannot take proper care of them and are all
poor people I married in April 1921 at the age of 17
and in Apnl 11, 1922 T had an 8 pound boy born to me
at this was in labor 38 hours and had to be put to sleep
and the child taken it was not developed mght in side
the Dr did not think it would have had any mind are
ever walked 1t died in 24 hours after birth all due to ms-
conception 1n May 1928 I had an 8 pound girl who has
never been well and had to be weaned yound because my
milk 1sent good in Nov 1924 I had 315 months miscar-
riage and now 414 months pregnant again and I am so
uneasy I dont know what to do as I am afraid 1t will be
hke my first one I feel some times as 1f I would rather
die than suffer again as I did then so please help me as
I do not want any more children for a while after this
one and always I will be your grateful friend

A Tubercular Family )
Ohio

You are nght in saying that women should be informed
on this subject But how 1s one to find out when physicians
will not give out such information?

My husband 1s a disabled soldier who contracted tuber-
culosis from being gassed, and I have one child of two
years who inherited the disease Last year I agamn be-
came pregnant and simply did not dare to bring another
dehicate child into the world As a consequence, I spent
a long time 1n the hospital and nearly lost my hfe I was
so disappointed not to find any defimte information m
your book, but I do beg of you to reply to this letter
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Three Children at Seventeen
Maryland
I am comng to you for help, o please help me, a poor
young woman I am a young woman of seventeen years
and I have three small children, the first 1s 2145 the second
15 114 and the third 1s 8 months old, and marred at only
14 years old and dont know what to do I work so hard
that I am almost dead Thinking Woman and the New
Race was a book that tells how to dont have children, I
sent for 1t I read 1t but I dont see anything about how
to don’t have children, so I am coming to you for help

A Rift Between Husband and Wife
South Dakota

T sent for a copy of your magazime and found that it
was very interesting and feel that I must wnite you to see
if you can help me m any way I am a young woman
twenty-one years old and married a man thirty-one We
have onlv been married three years and have two httle
babies alreadv, they are only thirteen months apart Each
time after birth I am always very nervous and sickly and
can hardly get around to do my housework and care for
my babies too I would hke you to advise me what to do
to prevent from having any more so soon, as I would
rather die than have another I am trymg to keep awa)
from my husband as much as I can but 1t causes him to
be quarrelsome with me all the time and 1t makes him
think that I dont care for him If he sleeps with me he
bothers me every mght He doesn’t seem to think that I
cant stand it My last baby 1s a puny, sickly hittle thing
all the time and doesnt seem to grow a bit The doctor
says 1t 1s because 1t was too soon after the other one was
born that I hadnt gammed my strength back yet I have
tried everything that other ones have told me about, but
they all fail to do much good Besides my poor health
we are too poor to take good care of such a large family,
so please help me before I give up entirely

Unwelcome
Maine
I have recently recovered from a second abortion with-
n a year, because I was unsuccessful 1n the use of the
only preventive I know about, and I am very anxious to
have you help me to keep from getting pregnant I have
one child, nine years of age, and I am twenty-seven, and
as I am not financially able to have any more children,
and as I am not 1n love with my husband, I will not have
any more, so I have gone through two operations to avoid
it If I ever marry agam and have someone whe can pro-
vide a good home and education for a child, I might con-
sider hwing one more, but under the present conditions,
1t would be a sin to have one, and I shall refuse to have
any intercourse with my husband unless I can find some
safe way to prevent conception, for abortions are surely
mjurious
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A Father in Discouragement
Pennsylvania
Please pardon me for wnting this te you, not knowing
what trouble this may cause you But I realize that you
are a friend of humanmity If people would sce with your
light, the world would be healthful I am a father and
husband of my wife—father of 6 children 1n 5 years, two
of them living, and two sets of twins born prematurely
The first was six months and the second, seven months,
ali dcad These two hving children, they are sick n the
first year, and my wife, she 1s very poorly, and had to
nurse the last baby on the bottle She do not have mlk
for1it And I am foreigner and poor coal miner, and my
~armings 1s not very good for all this expenses what come
on us I feel so bad about everything what comes on us,
and write to ask you to send me information for us Please
do not tell me I am foreigner, not worthy help from you,
but help me for God’s sake to prevent having any more
trouble, as we have already

Despair

The “Denver Post” featured the following story
Mabel Ward never wrote the American Birth Con-
trol League Hers s the type of letter that 18 writ-
ten when hope of relief 13 gone Hundreds of the
mothers who write to Mrs Sanger for relief are on
the verge of accepting Mabel’s solution of thewr
problems

Mrs Mabel Ward, wife of George Ward, a laborer
employed by a local transfer company, turned on all the
gas burners n the stove of her kitchen and took her own
Life and the lives of her three small children

The mother’s body was found 1n a chair 1n the kitchen
The three tots were all dead m their beds 1n an adjoiming
room

There were two small boys, aged three and four years,
and a baby, Lorramme, 16 months old

The mother’s note, found lying on the kitchen table,
mndicated that she had chosen the “casiest way” to end
her struggle agamnst poverty and want

She was about to become a mother for the fourth time,
her note indicated

Following 1s her note

“Well, folks, I guess you think I am mot happy, but
I am For a few days I have had what I wanted for the
first time 1n my hife It’s awful to be poor, and worse to
have children and no way to take care of them, and I
made up my mind—no! There would have been another
one before long Don’t blame George

“He has always done the best he could, but he was up
agamst 1t hke me Put in the world to work—no educa-
tion, no traiming Nothing to do but work hke dogs

“I dor’t think I will have any worse hell 1n the place
where I am going Mager ?
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Working Mothers Demand
Birth Control

IN Equal Rights, Crystal Eastman writes of the

British Labor Women’s conference at Birming-
ham, of the character of the assembly and of the
spirit in which they made their demand for Birth
Control She answers effectively the question
whether the really poor want Birth Control

This was a genumne working-class convention, she
writes Certamnly no more than 100 of the 860 present
were “intellectuals,” and there are no people 1n the world
so little mhibited by respectabihity, so hitle oppressed by
their own self-tmportance, so little burdened with hypoc-
risy, and therefore so laughter-loving, as the Bntish
working class 731 were sent to Birmmgham to represent
women’s sections of the Labor Party Of these the vast
bulk were working-class housewives, wives and mothers
for whom there 1s no servant problem because there 1s
no servant

One hardly needed figures to know this It was enough
to look at them—here and there an eager pale young face
and pretty home-made clothes, but then rows and rows
of the beaten-looking women that make your heart ache
for the poverty of England, a poverty so cruelly hard on
women Years of struggle with dirt and cold and low
wages was written on their pale unhealthy faces, in thewr
battered-looking bodies and rough msshapen hands, 1n
therr old thick, dark and dreary clothes 1 heard
these women dispose of Birth Control aimd gusts and gales
of laughter

When the first opponent rose, an unmistakable spinster
of fifty or sixty, a Catholic and Socialist of the old school,
they began their laughing protest before she could speak
“What does she know about 1t?”” “Where 1s her wedding
rmg?” were the frank but not unkind comments to be
distinguished 1n the uproar But the old lady won =
laugh of her own when she appealed to the chairman to
“please control her Birth Controllers® The delegates
settled down in amused silence and listened while she de-
nounced Birth Control as “a crime agamnst God and
humanity ” But when she called 1t an 1mnsidious 1ssue which
would spht the Labor Party, they burst out agamn and
she had to sit down

“I am a Catholic, too,” sa:d a stout motherly woman
climbing on to her chair, “and a good Catholic And I
want to say that the Catholics better be honest They
are all practicing Barth Control of they’ve got the n-
formation I am the mother of tlarteen chlidren, but I
wouldn’t be if I’d known what to do The information
came to me too late Yes, thank God, 1t’s too late—or at
least I hope 50" This set them off again There was a
sentimental speech about a gardener who would not stop
planting roses because the water supply was cut off This
caused some amusement, as did the protest of the woman
who said she was the tenth child m her family and she
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couldn’t help being glad that her mother didn’t know any-
thing about Birth Control Then there were two dyed-in-
the-wool Socialists who mamtained that Birth Control
was wholly a matter of economics, that 1t would not be
needed 1n the co-operative commonwealth This was dis-
posed of by an earnest young mother, who said “Even
in the co-operative commonwealth, if 1t ever comes, I
think a woman will want to choose her time and decide
how many ” Then the debate was closed for lack of fur-
ther opposition, and the resolution was carried with not
more than six dissenting votes

More Comment on the Sixth International

HANKS to the Ethical Session of the international

conference, to which the clergy were asked by special
mvitation, many religious magazines reported and com-
mented on the conference Not the least among these was
America, the Roman Catholic weekly, m» whose pages
David Goldstein called attention to the dangeious spread
of the propaganda for Birth Control as illustrated by
the list of world-wide authorities whose names appeared
on the conference program The Protestant periodicals
commented equally on the high standmg of Birth Control
but felt none of the alarm expressed by the Cathohc theo-
loghans  Among the best accounts of the proceedings are
those in Christian Work (N Y ), The Continent (N Y ),
which heads 1ts story “Ask the Church to Work for a
Better Race,” Umty and the Unsversalist Leader

“The conference, says Umiy, “proved once for all that
Birth Control 15 neither a fad nor a fanaticism, but one
of the greatest and most pressing of all movements for
human welfare and happiness

The Unsversalist Leader, under the head “Not Race
Suicide but Race Selection,” gives a sympathetic account
and ends, “The great hope of the future lies 1n the active
imterest which members of the medical profession have
taken 1n the conference ”

Some of the medical reviews reported the sessions, not-
ably American Medicsne and The Medical World, but the
active interest which 1t aroused among medical men 1s
shown best not only 1in the number who attended the con-
traceptive session, but 1n those who have come or written
to the headquarters of the American Birth Control
League since then, or who attended the meetings 1n many
states held for Dr Cooper as a result of the conference

THE CASE FOR CHANCE PARENTHOOD
A True Dialogue

Woman “What are you selling that dirty sheet for?”

Kirry Marion (holding up the Birra ConxTeor RE-
viEw) “So that poor women and sick women can have
climes where they can learn how to prevent conception ”

Woman “You make me sick Since prohibition came
mn we haven’t been able to find a stray chld to sdopt ”
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Citizens and Christians of Quality
A SWEDENBORGIAN pastor 1s the most

recent churchman to urge support of Birth
Control on ethical grounds At the convention of
that sect which was held this summer at Cincinnat:,
on June 17th, the Rev Paul Dresser of Bath (Me )
urged the general council of his church to take its
stand for Birth Control The Cincinnati Twmes-
Star gives the substance of Mr Dresser’s address

“God only knows how many hundreds of thousands, 1f
not milhons, of children are born every year,” the Rev
Mr Dresser’s paper declared, “of whom 1t could truth-
fully be said, hke Judas, ‘it had been good for them if
they had not been born’

“It 15 the mamfest right of every child to be well born
m this world We deplore the fact that untold mllions
are demied this fundamental right, and we are bound to
admit that something 15 wrong

“The laws of many countries, including our own, and
the laws and teachings of the Christian church, favor the
production of many children The State wants citizens
as such, regardless of their individual worth, and the
church everywhere works for numbers Nether State nor
church cares for quahty in membership In the scramble
for numbers 1t has been overlooked or i1gnored that the
worst evils, both eivil and religious, acute and chrome,
are due to over-production of the human kind That a
high percentage of crime 1s due to arrested development
1s mamfestly evident, and that an equally high percentage
of arrested development 1s due to bad natal and post-
natal conditions should be equally evident, but neither
State nor church has as yet shown a disposition to go to
the bottom of the matter, however planly the finger
pownts ”

“Procreation of children 1s not the only object of mar-
riage Marnage itself, n its purity, 1s the precious jewel
of the Christian rebigion, and 1s heaven on earth Hus-
band and wife are 1 a love which urges to “one flesh,”
and which finds satisfaction mn the correspending expres-
sion ”

An 1deal race of people can be attained only by reduc-
ing the number of children that are brought into the
world, the speaker declared

“And how 15 the number of children to be reduced
among the poor and uneducated?”’ he asked “Certainly
not by the repression of the sex instmnet That would be
utterly impossible 1 the first place, and, mn the second
place, 1t would be detrimental to health and morals Ad-
mitting that the knowledge of the scientific means of
Birth Control would be abused 1n some cases, what solu-
tion 1s there which would not have its abuse? Is there any
solution which would not have more abuses than Birth
Control? If it comes down to a choice between evils, let
us by all means choose the lesser evil

“Let the aim of the State be not numbers, but citizens
¢f quality—physically, mentally and morally Let the
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amm of the church be not numbers, but Christians of
quality—mentally, morally and spintually As in the
great war 1t was not Germany, breeding lLike rabbits, that
won, but France, a nation practicing Birth Control So,
1n the future, that nation or that people will more nearly
serve the end of creation which shall think most of its
children, giving them the henitage which 1s their nght
“Let the new church take its stand for a ‘new race of
well-born children’ in the hope and faith that when that
~race shall arrive, she may be able to say, “T'his 1s the
generation of them that seek Him, that seek thy face,
O Jacob’”

Though the fundamentalist group mn the Counacil
denounced Mr Dresser’s pomnt of view, there were
not wanting hberals who considered that 1t “marked
a forward step in the recognition by the church of
progressive sociology "

“THE WAIL OF THE WELL”

Johnme Jones hag lost & leg
Fannie’s deaf and dumb

Marie has epileptic fits

Tom’s eyes are on the bum
Sadie stutters when she talks
Mabel has T B

Morris 1s a splendid case of imbecility
Billy Brown’s a truant

And Harold 1s a thief
Gwendolyn 15 a mlhionarre

And Gerald 1s a fool

So everyone of these darn kids
Goes to a special school

They have specially nice teachers
And special things to wear

And special time to play n

And special kind of air

They’ve special lunches right in school
While I, 1t makes me wild,

I haven’t any specialties,

I’'m just & normal child

May Avars in The T'rammng School Bulletsn (London)

In supplysng the men for the carnage of a battlefield,
women have not merely lost actually more blood, and gone
through o more acute anguish and wearwness, wn the
months of bearing and wn the final agony of chald-bairth,
than has been experienced by the men who cover it, but,
wn the months of rearmng that follow, the women of the race
go through a long, patiwently endured stramm which no
kknapsacked soldier on his longest march has ever more
than equaled, while, even in the matter of death, sn al}
crorlized societies, the probability that the average woman
will die n cheld-birth s vmmeasureably greater than the
probability that the average mals will dwe sn battle —
Orive ScHREINER
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Book Reviews

A Review by Frank § C Wicks

POPULATION AND THE SOCIAL PROBLEM, by
J Swinburne, FRS The Macmllan Co, New York

SWINBURNE, 1n his “Population and the Social

« Problem” nightly regards the stress of population as
the fundamental fact 1n sociology, and asserting that this
fact has never been realized by sociologists, makes good
the deficiency mm this volume The economist, too, comes
under hus condemnation for ignoring this basic fact

He gives Malthus credit for being the first to show
that no philanthropic project has any possibility of sue-
cess unless 1t 1s based on appreciation of the Law of
Population, but “the powers of intellectual darkness were
to the front as now, the clergy teaching that the doctrine
was inconsistent with the goodness of God They said we
were told to be fruitful and multiply, and used their pre-
tended acquaintance with the wishes of the Almghty to
prevent the spread of any knowledge that might be good
for man”

Swinburne recogmzes that not only the first cause of
poverty and distress 1s population pressure, but regards
1t as the first cause of war, though “it does not follow
that war eases the pressure”

If civihzation 1s overthrown, the writer believes, 1t will
be swept away by “ignorant, hungry people acting under
the keen stress of population pressure, as has happened
over and over agan in the past, the difference being that
the hungry masses will not be outside peoples, but our
own proletanat and poorer classes inflamed by sociahsts
and other demagogues

Swinburne holds that it 1s population pressure that
postpones marriage beyond the physiological age, and 1s
almost entirely the cause of the scourge of prostitution
He 15 confident that public opimon would do much to
bring about a reasonable amount of family hmtation,
condemning the “man with a large famly as putting a
burden on the commumity to satisfy s own selfishness »
After all, he thinks, “any advance will be due to en-
hghtened sclf-interest Limtation of famlies has long
been practised It began in the mddle-classes and spread
both up and down, and it will gradually extend until 1t
changes the whole of the relations of society The hmita-
tion of offspring and the means, form the greatest dis-
covery man has ever made ”

We are continually turning the pages expecting to find
a stout advocacy of Birth Control through rational
methods, but though it 1s everywhere impled, 1t 15 not
expressly stated

The tone of the book is unpleasant, the aathor holds
every conviction as a prejudice, he 13 impatient with those
who differ from him, at times, he 1s arrogant, yet he has
produced a work of very real value

4 Review by Nalbro Bartley

STORIES AND ESSAYS BY MRS HAVELOCK
ELLIS DPublished privately by the Free Spint
Press, Berkeley Heights, New Jersey

ITH sympathetic prefaces and remmscences by
Charles Mariott, George Ives, Mrs Chfford Bax
and ¥ W Stella Browne, as well as notes by Havelock
Elhs, these two small volumes of Mrs Havelock Ells’
stories and essays make a unique contribution te today’s
hterature Perhaps the presence of wision 1s the one
quality which her friends and husband agree in ascribing
to Edith Ells, that great-hearted, dauntless, sincere
woman who believed “the dangerous people are the dull,
the self-satisfied, the indolent people ”

Her short stories possess both charm and character
analysis, but 1t 1s her personal impressions of Fdward
Carpenter, James Hinton, Havelock Ellis, Olive Schremner,
Oscar Wilde, Ellen Key and Frederick Van Eeden which
prove Mrs Elhs' talent for appreciating and applauding
the talents of others

Sympathetically and always forcibly she shows Edward
Carpenter to be the man who realizes why society 13 1
pnson—and his proposed way of escape, James Hinton
as foreseemng some of the wonders of the “inevitable wed-
ding and of punity and passion”, Havelock Ellis as the
“faun and the Christ i this student of woman’s natures »
She describes Olive Schremner as the passionately vehement
1iconoclast crymg out that freedom 1s everything and
Oscar Wilde as a “fine frenzy set agamst average 1deals
and commonplace platitudes” Her interpretation of
Ellen Key 1s as a seer of the evolution of the woman move-
ment and 1n an uncompleted but pertiment sketch of the
versatile Frederick Van Eeden she comprehends and
praises his struggle for a better arrangement of Lfe

A Review by Anme G Porritt

THE DISINHERITED FAMILY—A Plea for the En-
dowment of the Family, by Eleanor Rathbone Edward
Arnold and Co, London

P ROBARBLY no book discussing social questions has
been published since the war which has caused more
searchings of heart than Eleanor Rathbone’s “Disin-
herited Famuly ¥ Her clear and powerful analysis of
existing evils, and her bold suggestions of remedies which
would mean the overturmng of long-accepted principles
make the book one of the land-marks in the femnist
movement She holds as ridiculous the present demand
for “a hving wage” based on the requirements of a family
of five—man, wife and three minor children—for the
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family of five 1s a figment of the imagiration and such a
hving wage, while an intolerable burden to industry mn
Great Bntain, starves the wife and children when the
family 13 larger and demoralizes the young unmarried man
who has no one but himself to keep

She outlines, instead of the present standard wage, de-
manded by the trade umons, & plan under which women
and children would be recogmzed as mdividuals, not mere
appanages of the male workers, and she shows that, if an
industry make full provision for all such individual wives
and children, 1t would have to bear a very much lhighter
burden than under the man-made system of a living wage
for a family of five—paid to boys just attaming therr
full working status, unmarried men and men with only
one or two dependents, as well as to the man who has four,
five or six minor children

Miss Rathbone takes careful note of the objection that
might be made to a scheme of child endowment, that the
birth rate would be too greatly stimulated She ponts
out that unless the child’s portion were wrongfully ap-
propriated by one or other parent, there would be no
temptation to have children for the sake of the larger
payments that would come to the family She cites the
well-known fact that it 1s the poor and hopeless that breed
most prolifically and that with an advance in comfort and
well-being, the birth-rate falls Her general conclusion 1s
that “direct provision paid to the mother would raise the
standard of the poorer wage-earners, and that an orderly
and self-respecting Living 1s the best cure for indiserimi-
nate and dysgemc breeding” The pages on the connec-
tion between the birth-rate and child-welfare and famly
comfort are well worth the careful attention of all stu-
dents of these questions They give Miss Rathbone’s bock
a rightful place on the shelves of the Birth Control
hbrary

Translation of a Swedish Review

BIRTH CONTROL, Theoretical and Practical
Eugene Alban Sweden

By

HE darkness with which the sex question and the love

life of mankind have up to the last two generations
been surrounded, 1s beginning to give place to the hght
of day The ignorance on this question which 1s as great
as 1t 13 destructive, must now make way for an enhghten-
ment which 15 ever spreading m wider circles among the
people  Among those, who mm Sweden have contributed
towards spreading the newest discoveries and inventions
most widely among the people 1s Eugene Alban

Nils Adamsson’s pamphlct on Birth Control did much
to overcome ancient prejudices and superstitions mn re-
spect to sex Iife For its importance we can call Alban’s
present pamphlet ““the sex-hygicne catechism” It 13 a
fundamental, concentrated, abridged presentation of the
population question, a sharp rebuke and setthing of ac-
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counts with those who consider the begetting of children
a personal matter and who leave the regulation of their
number to God’s provnidence, as well as with those who as
qualified national economusts declare that the earth can
nourish an unlimited number of people, and that therefore
Birth Control 1s superfluous

Alban shows that such theories are not tenable The
begetting of children 1s not only a personal, 1t 15 a social
question, and a question of vital importance, and all san-
guine theories of the earth’s unlimited nourishing power
ire either ermmunal speculations or naive phantasies As
regards Sweden, statistics show that she has not sufficient
dwellings nor can she properiy nourish the present gen-
eration, and therefore the only intelhgent thing to do 1s
to prevent the unlimited increase of the population

The enhghtened ancient civilization recognized that the
hmtation or regulation of the number of chluldren was
necessary for the healthy development of the human fam-
ily The authonties of these states themselves took meas-
ures 1n that direction, whereas the states of today attempt
to prevent Birth Control Alban finds Swedish laws both
harmful and meffective, harmful because they prevent the
effective regulation of population mcrease, and 1neffective
because broken by the enhghtened part of the population

The latter part of Alban’s pamphlet 1s devoted to meth-
ods of contraception This section will be particularly
welcome to Swedish married women who suffer most
through their ignorance of sex matters 'The last chap-
ters deal with the questions of sterilization and abortion,
two questions which must be defimtely answered Ahor-
tion he does not condemn under all conditions Says he
“Prevention against unwanted pregnancy 1s better than
abortion, but abortion 1s better than child murder *

The pamphlet 1s wnitten 1n a digmified style, free from
all that could offend decency It was written to bring
hght mto the darkness surrounding the dogmas and laws
which govern sex hfe and to awake interest m Birth Con-
trol, which the author believes to be “the greatest question
of our time, and of all times ”

A Review by Anne Kennedy

“HURRICANE,” a Play By Olga Petrova Four Seas
Company, Boston, Mass

N the opening of this play the whole pancrama of the
slavery of motherhood 1s laxd bare mn the most vivid
and convincing manner
On a wind swept ranch in Texas, a Polish family, where
women folk bear children year after year, cook, clean,
feed stock, work 1n the fields, under the brutal dommation
of the father and husband, 1s given dramatic treatment
The daughter’s fhight to the tenderlom district of Kan-
sas City and then on to a successful career in New York
1s all incidental to the maimn 1ssue—the slavery of women
Olga Petrova has dedicated this play mn book form to
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Margaret Sanger because 1t 1s filled with the tragic
misery of woman’s ignorance

The story of the rebellious and ambitious spirit of
Illyena grips the imagmation and thrills the reader, until
the last act when Illyena has to pay She pays as women
so often pay with therr fondest dreams unfulfilled

As a play “Hurricane™ 1s a great dramatic success
In book form it should have even a wider influence
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Civihization and Straight Thinking

IVILIZATION to continue, needs some very straight
thinking on the part of its “addicts”

Look at the facts before us 1n this State

Two hills have been presented to the present Legisla-
ture, but not passed, which, even i1f we do not approve of
them, do arouse new considerations as to the control of
population and the character of our civilization to come

Just what are we runming into 1n the generations
ahead?

If the institutions 1n this State were built up to a capa-
city to fully care for those who have become State
charges, for reasons mental, physical or moral, we are
assured 1t would take almost half the entire revenue on
which we depend to run the State 1o all its branches!'

This irresponsible class, of those who do not fit into
our civilization for one reason or another, 18 increasing
far more rapidly than the class of sane, mndustrious, self-
supporting and self-respecting citizens

Is 1t allogical to foresee a time when the burden will be-
come top-heavy—when the unfit will exceed the fit 1n the
race and their burden upon society become intelerable

Looking at 1t in this way, are not some measures for
control not only logical but a necessity?

Very recently a student of sociclogy has sent out a call
for brains to marry young—that 1n some way this start-
Ling excess of the sub-mental, sub-moral type shall be met

Without thought, without care, without vision the sub-
normal are reproducing themselves upon the State while
the educated, the thoughtful, the responsible 1n type 1s
waiting to assume family cares until able to carry them
mdependently and well

The situation 15 one which statecraft cannot much
longer 1gnore The State 1s carrying thousands of wards
who at large would be a menace to society and yet who if
guarded agamst reproduction could live their useful, help-
ful, self-supporting hves outside the walls of State insti-
tutions

We are not discussing bills now we are discussing facts,
such facts as our leading medical psychiatrists have put
before us time and agam

The conditions are rapidly becoming so complex, econ-
omically and socially, that we will be compelled to do the
straight thinkmng which civilization needs —Summat,
(N J) Herald and Record
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PERIODICAL NOTES

In August Secribner’s, Professor E M East wnites of
Sex and Heredity, & clear and interesting article on the
biological facts on which eugenies 13 based

In 1923 we were losing more mothers i child-birth than
1 1915 After seven years progress mn local public health
work and at least two year’s educational work under the
federal act for the protection of matermty, our maternal
mortality rate has not gone down, but has steadily and
substantially increased In the Birth Registration Area
of the Unrted States as a whole, according to the figures
of the Children’s Bureau, the rate of 1915 was 6 1, of
1923 1t was 6 7 What was true of the area and the period
as a whole 13 true of almost every year and of each of the
31 states 1n the area Almost every year mn every one of
these states shows a rise The exceptions for individual
vears m mdividual states are only a handful The trend
18 steadily upward Instead of making motherhood safe,
it 1s growing more dangerous, and yet we allow our
mothers to endanger their lives m this way not once or
twice or three tumes m a life-time, but again and again by
innumerable pregnancies year after year

“Stump speakers for Birth Control,” says the Camden
Post, “mght make considerable capital cut of the case
of Wilham Cavalier, who, when fourteen years of age,
deliberately murdered his grandmother with whom he
hved, and now, at fifteen, 1s awaiting sentence of death
for murder in the first degree” This editorial writer
does not helieve 1 Birth Control He recommends instead
“marriage control ¥ That marrage control would mean
in this famly “illegitimacy release” 13 indicated by his
own description of Wilham’s fammly tree The grand-
mother whom Wilham Killed, was a “hard drinking”
woman Nothing 1s said of his mother and father, but
three children are very ewvidently deficient, a fourth 1s
“brighter” and the other 15 too young to make defimte
statements about

In the High Cost of Babies (Atlantsc for June), Ida
L Albright answers the question why the mddle class
family 1s shrinking From ten dollars apiece as the cost
of brmging herself and her six brothers and sisters nto
the world the price had msen, by the time she was a
mother for the first time, to $185 00 Her later confine-
ments doubled and trebbled this amount until after the
third she says “Though we had never a case of prolonged
or serious 1liness 1n the house our savings still fell far be-
low what we had expended for doctors’ fees ”

What if the specialist 1s the reason that the cost of
babies 15 so hugh? This 1s only another sign of the greater
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value we set on hife and the better start mn the world we
try to offer those children we do have

American Medicwne (New York) for June has an edi-
torial on the program of the Commonwealth Fund for
attacking juvenile delinquency The program includes
psychiatric study of difficult and delinquent children m
school and court, and increased use of the wisiting teacher
in the homes of such children Tt proposes to attack the
disease,—not to prevent 1ts major cause, the large and
poverty-stricken family 1n the tenement home

In the Journal of Socral Hygrene (New York) for May,
George E Worthington discusses compulsory sterhza-
tion At the end of the 1925 legislative sessions 18 states
had enacted laws, of which one was imperfectly framed
and six had been declared unconstitutional as violating
the state Bill of Rights In only one state had the law
been extensively used, and there, mainly for the msane
and never without the relatives’ consent Mr Worthing-
ton discusses the reasons for this situation and the con-
flict of opimon on this type of legislation and suggests a
program of research and education that should precede
future legislation

Girl babies are frequently smothered at birth, accord-
ing to press reports of an interview with Knud Rasmussen,
recently returned from Greenland Infanticide of super-
abundant girls 13 regarded as no more mmportant than
the drowning of puppies

In the Country Gentleman (Philadelphia) Richard T
Ely, Director of Research mn Land Economies and Public
Utihties, discusses probable increases in population and
1n food production in the United States Professor Ely
18 not seriously alarmed for the future, but trusts to the
fact that our birth rate has slowed up as our national
standard of hiving has risen He makes no reference to
the relation of Birth Control to the lowered birth rate

Sir A Damel Hall, writing 1n the Atlantic Monthly
(Boston), 1s less confident that things are adjusting
themselves so easily From his expert knowledge as Chief
Scientific Adwviser to the Canadian Mimster of Agricul-
ture he discusses the problem of *Feeding the World ”
“We have,” says he, “to face the fact that food 1s becom-
g scarce 1n relation to the mereasing population of the
world” And he ponts out that such sources of world
supply as Russia are beginning to find that they must
keep their crops for their own people He beheves that
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the salvation of the future lies 1n the fact that long be-
fore actual famine threatens the western peoples, at least,
will voluntarly limt their numbers to avoid being reduced
to an eastern standard of hving

The National Bureau of Economic Research estimates
that the population increase of the United States during
1924 represents a shght slowing up on the rate of the
previous five-year period The estimate for 1924 shows
114,311,000 people 1n the United States—a tidy number
one would think Meanwhile the death rate 15 gomng
down faster than the birth rate To put it graphically—
two babies were born last year in the Umted States for
one person who died and 1n 1925 “probably ten babies
will be born every two minutes and five persons will die

If the present rate of population increase had been
maintained throughout the Chnstian era the whole popu-
lation of the earth today could in the judgment of a
writer i the Sociological Reverew {London) be descended
from one couple hving near the end of the first century
AD If this rate 13 maintamned for another thousand
years the earth will contain considerably more than one
person to each square yard of land But in the past
famine and pestilence kept the rate down Today these
cures of “a plethora of people” have yielded to science,
which has also lengthened the average length of the n-
dividual hife The death rate 1s no longer the factor that
1t was and the hope of the future hes in the slowing up
of the birth rate, otherwise through war or some other
means nature will have to call again on the death rate
to help “Mankind 1s now able to decide which of these
two checks shall be appled, one of them must be

From the Richmond (Va ) Twmes-Dispatck comes the
following from a sermon on Heredity by the Rev Frank
Pratt, mimster of the Umtamnan Church

“There 1s still much to learn about heredity, but there
are certain things we do know We know that the feeble-
minded, msane and chromec criminals produce their kind
and cause a stream of misery and suffering to enter nto
the world The first important step, mn order to lessen
the growing evil and misery, 1s the prevention of the birth
of these unfortunates by means of methods of isclation
and sterlization of those who would become fathers and
mothers of these wards of the State The increased happr-
ness of the world depends upon the wise use of the laws
of heredity The increased sorrow and misery of the world
will result from our disregard of these laws*

An English scientist says the average span of life can
be extended easily to 150 years at a cost of 12 cents a
head, and doubtless there are some cases 1n which the
outlay would be warranted —Detrost News

Buth Conirol Review

Birth Control a Protection
to the State

N a considerable number of cases, fambhes which, 1If
small, would be self-supporting, become burdens upon
society because too many children are produced In-
creased expense of greater numbers 1s not the only diffi-
culty Associated sickness and death, and bad hving con-
ditions are more potent causes of hopeless poverty Only
parents of exceptional physical, mental ond moral quah-
ties can keep themselves and a large family of children
healthy and the home decent, especially n cities All
others with a small income and many children must receive
public help or rear children who will be even less hkely
than their parents to found successful famihes

The remedy 1n this case lies not so much in new laws
as 1n the repeal of freak legislation which makes 1t a crime
to inform the heads of famlies how the birth of children
may be controlled so that there shall not be so many as
to overtax the financial and physical resources of the
fammly, and so that they shall come at the time when they
can best be cared for There are perfectly harmless
methods of preventing conception Some of these, not
always the most harmless or effective, are famihar to a
large number of parents but are not known to many of
those who most need 1t Cemsar, the people of this democ-
racy, can only have his due when this silly and unjust law
13 repealed and when, before granting a marnage license,
the applicants are fully instructed as to how birth can be
effectively and healthfully controlled, thus making it pos-
sible for the family to increase in numbers as health and
means permit, without danger of insolvency

But many people beheve that 1t 1s not right to use con-
traceptive means To such 1t can only be said as to
others, “Render unto Cemsar the things that are Cesar’s
and unto God the things that are God’s” It 1s Cmsar’s
due that those persons to whom he grants a license to pro-
duce children shall take adequate care of all the children
they produce Whatever one’s rebgious behefs, he owes
a duty to society of properly caring for the children he
brings into the world If children are coming mn such
numbers or so quichly one after the other that he cannot
maintain proper home conditions, 1t 13 his due to Casar
that therr coming shall be hmited If he thinks s duty
to his God does not permit lim to use contraceptive
measures, then he should make use of other measures such
as his conscience will allow to limit the numbers Others
who do not beheve st 15 due to God to refrain from such
methods should not be forbidden full information as to
the best means —E A Kirkpatnck n Journal of Socsal
Hygiene
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OUR CORRESPONDENTS' COLUMN

EUGENE HUMBERT TO FRIENDS IN AMERICA

Pans, June 15, 1925

Pressdent of the Amercan Bsrth Control League

Through our emment friend, Dr W J Robinson, I
have received the sum of 5,581 francs from the subscrip-
tion which you so generously took up among our eugemc
and Neo-Malthusian friends 1n the Umted States I want
to express my most cordial gratitude and to ask you to
transmut my thanks to the contributors who have aided
and encouraged me in the struggle I am puttmg up
agamnst the fiscal authorties

Harshly condemned to fine and imprisonment for hav-
ing taught the poor the practice of that procreative pru-
dence which 18 now employed by the cultivated, leisure
classes, Tummed by a class judgment without a parallel,
victims of the hypocrsy of those who rule, I have had the
sorrow of seemng our humamtarian cause stifled by the
bhind reaction of our bourgeos government

Thanks to a scoundrelly law worthy of the period of
the Holy Inquisttion, 1t 18 not permitted us any longer to
mstruct the poor unfortunates as to the possible regret-
able results of their procreative faculties A silence of
death hovers over the whole question of sexual emancipa-
tion, of contraceptive measures, of bad heredity and of
eugenics These subjects are left to be dealt wmith by
abortion, infanticide, still births, not to speak of cehbacy,
prostitution and unnatural vices Shall we return to
reason? It 1s possble, but how much time lost, how many
maimed lives? I hope with all my heart that the torch of
progress 1n human regeneration, which our pioneer hands
have held more than twenty years, will be kept alight by
our friends 1n all nations and will be brought back before
long and relighted on the so01l of our darkened land

Eveexe HuMeerT

A NEWSPAPER MAN ON BIRTH CONTROL

Poughkeepsie, N Y
Edstor, Birre ConTror REviEw

I wish to take this opportumty of thanking you for
the noble work which you are doing in the cause of hu-
mamty If the human race 15 1 sore need of anything
today that one thing 15 a better and fuller understanding
of just what Birth Control really means and what 1t seeks
to accomplish

I am engaged 1 newspaper work and during more than
thirtcen years spent in this field I have been brought
face to face with hundreds of women who would not have
been placed as they were had they but possessed a prac-
tical hnowledge of this science

During the earlher years of my journahstic appren-
ticeship 1t was a part of my daily routine to report police
and court matters I cannot understand hew any person
can become 1n any degree familar with the happemings
m police circles and still claim to oppese the properly
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regulated distmbution of Birth Control mmformation.
Our police courts are contineally filled with cases grow-
g out of the promiscuous and uncontrolled bearing of
children No one has a better opportunity of seeing and
knowing this than the newspaper man who frequents the
courts

In the name of these countless unfortunates who are
driven mnto the courts because a practical knowledge of
Birth Control has been demed them I urge you to push
forward with this wonderful work wiich you have so nobly
and unselfishly started for the betterment of postemty

You are at hberty to use my name m connection with
this letter if you care to do 1t

Sincerely yours,
W L Deaw

ABORTION OR BIRTH CONTROL?

Washmgton
Edstor of the BieTr ConTROL REVIEW
Four months ago I came to this Mission, and never
dreamed of finding so much trouble among women of my
flock through clumsy abortions, hair pins, wires, nails,
some horrible catheters, some medicines, etc  Recently two
women have been taken 1n an unconscious condition to the
hospital to be revived They (the women) performed the
“operation” on themselves
Some openly beg me for contraceptive measures They
mistrust doctors The M D’ cannot do a thing, they
scare the women with hormble consequences of death,
asylum, etc
After reading “Some Plain Facts” about Birth Control
1 Physical Culiure for August, I appealed to i1ts Depart-
ment of Information for addresses where I could learn the
truth about the grave emgma Through their kindness
I am able to write you this letter
Please help me to help these unfortunates I don’t see
any sin 1 helping these women who cannot help them-
selves, by delivering them from their msenes due te hor-
rible prudery, repression and ignorance We are not liv-
mg m an age of Inquisitors, Puritans, or Crusaders Poor
people are entitled to know what 1s known to others more
fortunate T must find the salvation so greatly needed
Yours 1n brotherly helpfulness,
{Signed)
Mimster of the Gospel

“RUMINATIN ”

Onc’t I was mside my mother and didn’t know nothin’
My mother didn’t tell me that, she said she found me 1n
the cabbage patch, but Maggie told me I beheve Maggre
‘cause I don’t seem to look nothin’ like a cabbage My
mother must have some secret *bout 1t *cause people don’t
mind tellin’ things ’less they want to keep ’em scerets She
don’t act ike we ever was one nerther though she loves me
a lot T wonder if dirt minds that flowers starts growing
m 1t '—From Mental Health (Baltimore)
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News Notes

UNITED STATES
New York

THE Chimical Research Department of the Amer-
ican Birth Control League has 1ssued its report for
the first quarter of 1925 During this time 400
women were taken care of, 38 per cent of them
Protestant, 27 per cent Catholhe, 33 per cent
Jewish and 2 per cent other rehigions

“Tbe greatest difficulty that our department has
met,” says the report, “1s getting 1its source of sup-
plies This not only affects our immediate work
but also affects the work of the physicians through-
out the country We hope to make some progress
mn getting the law changed to cover this great need
Another great difficulty which 1s trying 1s the re-
fusal of economic cases, especially those young
women about to enter marriage, whose economic
problem 1s fully as great as the health problem
might be They desire to marry and keep employed
for a year or two before having children These
eases we are unable to accept, much to our regret >

Dr Hannah Stone who has charge of the
Chnical work of the Department has had a broad
tramning and experience which amply equips her
for the work, involving as i1t does general medical
examnation of all patients as well as gynaecology
and contraception She has been bacteriologist with
the New York City Health Department, Serolo-
glst (chiefly Wasserman) at the Bellevue Hospital

he 1s a licensed pharmacist, was interne at Metro-
politan Hospital for two years, domng chiefly gvna-
cological work, was chnmician at the Lying-in-Hos-
pital for five years and for two years at St Marks
She 1s a lecturer for the New York Tuberculosis
Association and the American Somal Hygiene As-
sociation Her title 1s Chinical Director

Dr James F' Cooper, who has the title of Medi-
cal Director of the Department, 1s a graduate of
Boston University Medical School, where he after-
wards lectured on gynzcology and obstetrics He
was later Clhinrcal Instructor in these subjects in
Foochow Union College in Foochow, China, re-
turning, after medical service in the war, to prac-
tice In Boston He has speciahized for many years
i contraception

In last month’s and this month’s REviEw, we
have given an account of Dr Cooper’s lecture tour
in the west, the mddle west and the south His
dates for August and September have been post-
poned till later in the fall, an opportumity having
been offered him to make a trip abroad and visit
the clinics now in operation in England, Holland
and other European countries

Birth Control Review
Cahforma

“Birth Control 1s a proper procedure, which 1s,
perhaps, able to create a balance between the fit
and the unfit Its practice would go far toward a
solution of the crime problem of today ”

This 1s the statement of Dr George W Kirch-
wey, former warden of Sing Sing, who spoke to an
audience of 150 before the Alameda County Birth
Control League on July 80th Dr Harry Torrey,
Professor of Zoology at the Unmiversity of Oregon,
spoke at the same meeting on the medical and bio-
logical aspects of Birth Control Mrs John B
Buwalda, vice-president of the Alameda County
League and wife of the dean of the summer session
at the Umversity of Calfornia, mtroduced the
speakers, both of whom were lecturers at the sum-
Imer session

Hhnois

FROM July 4th to 6th Dr Cooper was in Chi-
cago, no meeting was held on account of the heat,
but he wisited the Birth Control Chnic and held
conferences with several local gynaecologists and
other specialists On July 7th he was 1n DeKalb
where he addressed an audience of 53 doctors and
nurses, who listened with the greatest interest and
made a financial contribution toward the work of
the League

Indiana

IN this state Dr Cooper wisited Indianapols,
where the final steps were taken toward arranging
for a meeting 1n the fall, Lousswille, Kendallville
and Warsaw At Louswville, which plans also to
have a medical meeting mn the fall, Miss Ingram
of Neighborhood House arranged two meetings of
social workers Executives of various social agen-
cies met for luncheon on July 20th at Salvation
Army headquarters and other socmal and cwvie
workers met at the public library to hear Dr
Cooper A group are planning to form a league
and work toward a chme On July 21st a meeting
was held at City Hosprtal Though announced by
telephone only a few hours before, this meeting was
attended by 89 doctors

Kentucky

MOREHEAD and Frankfort were visited by
Dr Cooper and at the latter place he addressed on
July 18th a keenly interested audience of physi-
cians belonging to the Franklin County Medical
Society
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Michigan

IN Detroit Dr Cooper addressed a lunch meeting
of the Penguin Club, arranged by Mrs R Lows
Gomon, and the same evemng (July 8th) he spoke
at a meeting of physicians at the Hotel Statler
Though the evening was intensely hot and an auds-
ence of 50, at the most, was expected, the actual
attendance was 150 A meeting of nurses was held
the same evening The next day a public meeting
was held at Star of Bethlehem Hall This hall,
writes Dr Cooper, was “a small affair seatmg 200
On account of short notice and hot weather 1t was
felt that there would be small response However,
the hall was filled, all standing room taken The
corridor and standing crowded as far as the voice
would reach Probably 800 or 400 people were
standing and many were turned away They were
sorry they did not have a bigger hall

Of his work m Detroit, Mrs Gomon writes
“Dr Cooper’s visit to Detroit 15, and certamnly
should be much appreciated by the Detro:it Branch
His personality, tranmg and knowledge had a
most gratifying effect on the doctors He has
aroused their interest in a direct professional way
The prehminary work for his visit was, as I real-
1zed, wholly inadequate In spite of this faet we
had 150 doctors at the medical meeting on one of
the hottest mghts we have had in Detroit And a
public meeting of three or four hundred ”

Ohio

OF his work m Newark, July 15th, Dr Cooper
writes “A medical meeting was held m the local
hotel—88 members present, very fine group of men,
open-minded and cordial Mostly favorable They
were very outspoken in therr appreciation of my
message and they passed the Atlantic City resolu-
tion unanimously Many mqured sbout supples
and will give information ”

Bv the time Dr Cooper reached Cincinnat: the
heat had settled down and the vacation season was
an For this reason no medical meeting was at-
tempted, but a group of nurses and social workers
brought together by Miss Ruth Neely hstened to
Dr Cooper’s message, and three of the city news-
papers featured both the address and interviews
with Dr Cooper

Wisconsin

Tur early days of June Dr Cooper spent m
Milwaukee, where he spoke before 2 group of social
workers and later, on contraceptive methods, before
a group of physicians On July 4th he addressed
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a combmed meeting of the Wam.. gton and Ozau-
kee County Medrcal Societies at Cedarburg, where
he describes his audience as “a splendid group of
men, alive to new things ”

ENGLAND

MRS ANNIE G PORRITT, former manag-
Ing editor of the Brere ConTroL REVIEW, Who 18
travellng m England, writes of the general situa-
tion

The Birth Control Movement 1s bound to make prog-
ress In England, for statesmen and taxpayers as well as
harassed fathers and mothers are all preoccupied with
the question of overpopulation The first cry was for
emigration to the colomes as a remedy for unemployment
But the expense of this pohcy as 1t now faces the nation
15 appalhng Not only does the taxpayer have to defray
the cost of the education of the young men and women
who are chosen for emgrants, during all their school hfe,
not only does ke also frequently have to suppoit them in
England for several years out of the dole, not only does
he have to pay the heavy cost of government help to send
them out to Canada, Austraha or New Zealand and to aid
them 1n establishing themselves there, but after all this
has been domne, the unlucky taxpayer finds that he has
lost the most capable and valuable of his compatriots and
has saddled himself with the burden of all the derelicts
and dependents left behind The eugemst looks with de-
spair at the careful sifting out of the best breeding stock
of the Enghsh race and the highly dysgenic selection for
a poorer race which 1s constantly going on

Yet 1t 13 difficult to get open encouragement of the
movement from the government A short tmme ago I had
a long talk with Harold Cox He assured me that the
Conservative Government was more favorable to Birth
Control than the Labor Mimistry had showed 1tself to be.
Mr Wheatley has been succeeded at the Mimstry of
Health by Mr Newille Chamberlain and the obstruction
which Mr Wheatley mterposed has vamshed Local
health officers are encouraging and recommending Birth
Control, and m London are sending patients to the two
chimes—Walworth and North Xensington—which are
under the auspices of the New Generation League But
as yet there 1s no Birth Control! Chme or department con-
ducted by the public authorities as a part of their health
and welfare work, and until such departments are estab-
lished 1n every part of the country the work of the Birth
Control leagues and orgamzations will not be completed.

The most active propaganda to this end 18 now bemng
conducted by the “Workers’ Birth Control Group, whose
active head 1s Mrs Bertrand Russell, the Secretary Miss
Jewson, one of the two women members of Parhament s
President of this group, and meetings are being held all
over the country for the purpose of bringing pressure
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to bear on the Mimstry of Health and the local health
authorities

The pohey of the New Generation League, hike that of
our American League, 1s to lay the responsibihity of
methods exclusively on the medical profession When this
policy 1s followed, they lend a1d and countenance to efforts
to establish Birth Control Clinics m any part of the coun-
try A httle group headed by Mrs Ella Gordon has just
opened a chinic at Wolverhampton, a great manufacturing
town in the Midlands, and Mrs Sargeant Florence 1s
starting another with the help of & local commttee at
Cambridge Other clinics have been opened at various
places, but as therr promoters have not adhered to the
medical policy of the New Generation League these climies
have not received the recogmition or assistance of the
League

As 1n America the demand 1n England 1s now for the
hundred per cent safe and perfect preventive, on which
scientists are now at work When this 1s perfected a very
great mmpetus will be given to the Birth Control move-
ment, and 1t 1s hoped that this preventive, when perfected
wll be easily apphcable to the umntelligent and feeble-
minded who are now the serious concern of both Eugen-
1sts and Birth Controllers

Since Mrs Pornit’s letter was written the im-
portant action described in last month’s Review
was taken by three great organizations Since her
letter was written the number of Birth Control
chimes has increased Since then also the New Gen-
eration League, under its old name, the Malthusian
League, has begun 1its distribution of leaflets for
sending with the recipient’s signature to the Min-
istry of Health Of clinies in operation at the
present time, Dr C V Drysdale writes

“Two new clinics have been opened by our
original society, one in Wolverhampton near Bir-
mmgham and another in Aberdillary, Wales So
there are now four chnics under medical auspices
to our League, Walworth, Kensington, Wolver-
hampton and Miss Daniels has started two others
m Brighton and Southampton i addition to her
origmal ones in London and Birmingham, making
a total of nine wath Marie Stopes one ”

The chnic at Cambridge spoken of by Mrs Por-
ntt and Rose Witcop’s climic at Fulham Cross,
ratse Dr Drysdale’s total to 11

At last advices 150,000 leaflets had been distribu-
ted by the Malthusian League, the distributing
umt being a party of four travelling n a Ford
Only the north country has been covered as yet
Birmingham was visited June 29th, after that,
Sheffield, Leeds, Darlington, Newcastle, with all
the large towns near these centres The distribution
1s made on the street, in some cases house to house
1n factories, and through the local Co-operative and
Labor groups The distributors have met in most
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places an enthusiastic welcome Physicians, the
press and the police have aided and a big steady
stream of letters asking for more leaflets pours into
the league’s office every day

Of the campaign Dr Drysdale writes

“It really looks as if I was not too sangume 1n
prophesying that the Mimstry of Health would
grant permission within a year In fact we have
been told by one of the Labor organizations that
the Mimster of Health has already granted per-
mussion to two Medical Officers of Health who have
appled to give information to women, though not
yet at the Welfare Centres themselves If the
people who have received the leaflets only write up
well, something ought to happen soon ”

While this campaign develops, Mr Thurtle,
Socialist-Labor member for Shoreditch 1s keeping
the subject before the government On the floor of
the House of Commons he asked the Minister of
Health whether he was prepared to accede to the
Labor women’s demand To this the mimster
rephed n terms which show that the Labor
women’s work 15 cut out for them Said he “I am
m agreement with the views of my predecessors
that institutions provided at the cost of public funds
should not be used for so controversial a purpose
without express directions from Parliament In the
case of women attending matermty or infant wel-
fare centres who, on medical grounds, appear to
need such information as 1s mentioned 1n the ques-
tion, my view 1s that these cases should be referred
to a private doctor or a hospital

Mr Chamberlain added that “he was prepared
to receive a deputation of honorable members on
the subject” Not daunted, Mr Thurtle who says
of this 1ssue that together with unemployment “it
1s the crving question of the hour,” addressed the
Prime Minister directly but recerved an inconclu-
sive reply At this pomt Lady Astor interposed
her objection to discussion of “a most controversial
subject ”

This 15 the same peeress who said recently in the
House *“T hate the assumption that the working
mother 1s different from any other mother It
really 1s most irritating A mother 1s the same m
all walks of Iife” To her F W Stella Browne
replied in the New Generation “Birth Control
does not need your support, though you would
honor yourself by giving 1t But at least do not
pretend that the working mother 15 as free, as se-
cure, as happy mn her bonds, as your own friends
and acquamntances, to whom knowledge gives power
over their own bodies That really 1s nauseating
humbug ”

Nauseating also 1s the attitude of that colossal
egotist of our day, the Countess of Oxford
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and Asquith, who ends a sentimental statement
about the joy of having children with—what was
uppermost m her mind all the time—the cheap
reference to self Says she “I speak feelingly—
for as my brother, Harold John Tennant, and I
were the last of twelve children, 1t 1s more than
probable we should never have existed had the
fashion of Birth Control been prevalent ”

The press 1s still commenting on the great events
in the first week m June and the Nation and
the Atheneum 1s publishing an important series
of articles on population The Birth Rate Comms-
sion’s report, inconclusive as 1t was, seems to have
created an impression of modified support for
Birth Control, for the Unwerse and Cathole
Weekly cnticizes 1t as too tolerant toward the
practice This 15 the ehurch which boasts, not con-
fesses, that the crowded slum 1s the home of Catho-
Lheism  “Nowhere,” says the Unwerse and Catholic
Weekly “are there more dreadful slums than Glas-
gow and nowhere 1s there greater rehgious devotion
than among the Cathohe occupants of those slums ”
Another district where this church 1s probably
strong 18 the slums of Norwich, where the medical
officer has recently shown an infant death rate of
157 9 per 1000 as agamst 711 for the city as a
whole

Judge Cluer of Shoreditch court still loses no
opportunity of keeping Birth Contrel before the
general pubhic, more mmportant still he brings 1t
before the very poor who come to s court Two
of lis recent cases are much quoted To a2 woman
sued for arrears in rent, he 1s quoted as saying
“That 1s one of the causes of your arrears, m your
arms ” The woman “And I have six hittle ones
at home” Judge Cluer “Then I am sorry you
have I am sorry you are not taught not to have
them It s rmning you and ruining the country
Even bishops are now agreemng that it 1s an un-
wise thing

A father was another who learned of Birth Con-
trol This was a debtor and the father of 12 chil-
dren, to whom the judge 1s reported to have said
“It’s an mjury to the countrv for a man i your
circumstances to have such a family ”

AUSTRIA

FROM Tohann Ferch on his return to Vienna,
after the Conference comes the following comment
on work here and 1n Austria

“T recogmize that your method to work for Birth
Control with the help of the citizens 15 not the cor-
rect one for Europe, but by all means for America
T recoamze my error when I thoucht that every-
where the same method 1s applicable In Europe

.
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the large mass 1s wanting which can be whipped up
to enthusiasm on account of the conditions, which
are essentially different Across the seas in Europe
the weight of science and the hiberal element of citi-
zens must be won over and I think n the Enghsh-
speaking population this has already been accom-
plished

My sucecesses here were on the whole made pos-
sible through one newspaper which placed 1tself at
my disposal Slowly the others came along T can
refer to my articles for our propaganda m the press

I wish you would send me the motions which
were adopted during the two meeting 1n your home
referrmg to international leagues 1T shall work for
this in Europe and shall try to establish leagues in
all European countries

It 1s a great problem which I have placed before
myself, but I have obtamed a good deal so far
through my connections with the social democratic
party, to which I belong as 2 party journalist I
can look with hope mnto the future In the same
way, I shall try to make use of the Congress in the
press of the German tongue and also of the Italian
and Czecho-Slavie languages I shall give you
eventful information about my results

And now I want to thank you once more for the
wonderful hospitality that you have shown to my
wife and myself I am returning home with a series
of stimulating impressions which I shall use for our
work

They are already working here in Vienna at my
report about the Congress Meetings will be held
mn the four largest halls of Vienna, with a seating
capacity of about 3,000, immediately after my ar-
rival I shall speak there In the same way thirty
Austrian and three German dailies will furmish
articles about the Congress”

FRANCE

THE following story from The Servant of Cal-
cutta shows to what extent the depopulation hys-
tema has taken possession of the minds of some
Frenchmen

“A terrible remedy for depopulation in France
was suggested by Dr Paul Carnot in Pars
Medical He ponts out that the French race will
be swept out of existence within twenty years un-
less French women make what he calls & ‘super-
human effort of matermity’ There are now in
France 2,000,000 unmarried women capable of be-
coming mothers, but for whom 1t will be impossible
to find husbands owing to the slaughter of men dur-
ing the war, there are 1n all Europe now 15,000,000
more women than men

“Dr Carnot rejects both the solutions that have
been offered, (1) to marry French women to
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foreigners, (2) to permut polygamy for a certamn
period, his reason aganst the latter being that men
under existing circumstances find 1t difficult enough
to support one wife, let alone several

“What Dr Carnot suggests 1s the abolition of
marniage 1n favor of the matrnarchal famly sup-
ported by the State, m which there would be no
husband, but which would consist of mother and
children only. The supreme law of a race, he
argues, 1s not to perish and socially speaking, every
woman ought to become a mother Motherhood, he
argues, should be an honorable and highly recom-
pensed career, and the mother should be well pad
by the State for every child she contributes to 1t

DENMARK

F ROM Dr Leunbach, in charge of a Birth Con-
trol clmic 1n a poor district of Copenhagen. comes
the following report 1n & letter to Mrs Thit Jensen

“Concerning our joint cause, 1t has, as you know,
been discussed through several months mn the physi-
cians’ review 'The result has been, that surely most
of the Damsh physicians are willing to give anti-
conceptional mnformation to therr patients, and
physicians and students m the future will get
courses mn Birth Control

“After New Year, I had to move from the chne
m Odensegade, as I was notified to quit mstantly
by order of the court of house-rent But I have
just made a contract for some rooms in Linnegade
Every day, I can give information there, sometimes
m the afternoon, and other ttmes in the evenmg
The board of health as well as the organzation of
physicians have promised me therr support and
state that they feel that physicians who will not give
information themselves, should send their patients
to me About the same time I open my new clinic
I expect to publish a booklet, “Woman and Popu-
lation ” I think the movement 1s now on the nght
way and will develop quetly ”

A recent 1ssue of Ugeskrift fur Laeger
(Copenhagen), a medical remew, has an editoral
by Dr Kuhn on the responsibihty of the medical
profession in the Birth Control Movement He
urges physicians to give scientific gmidance to the
movement and “not sidestep 1t, as in the past,”
leaving women to quacks and commercial agencies
for the sale of contraceptives that may be useless
or even injurious This 1s a clear recogmition of the
fact that Birth Control in some form or other 1s
becoming an imperative public demand m Den-
mark

Birth Control Remew

JAPAN

AT the fourth mass meeting of the All Japanese
Farmers held in Tokio recently, 8 woman dele-
gate, Mrs Kim Yamagam, introduced a proposal
to push legislation for “legal recogmition of the
methods and propaganda of Birth Control *

INDIA

\4% HILE Indian mystics still split hairs over the
ethics of Birth Control, a student of Economics 1n
the Indwan Social Reformer shows that Indian
population 1s still mcreasing at a startlng rate
The student analyzes the census figures of 1921,
which record an increase n the last fifty years from
206 million to 319 mulhen souls, of which part s
due to better enumeration, but 53 8 mll:on repre-
sents a real increase Meanwhile, as might be ex-
pected, the mortality rate 1s enormous, the average
length of hife no higher m any province than 25 2
years (our rate 1s 58 years) and the infant mortal-
ity rate reaches the starthng figure for males, 27 4,
for females, 26 On these figures the student quotes
the Census Report as follows ‘““The Indian figures
are the resuit of factors which differ essentially
from those 1n western countries—a higher birth
rate, tempered by a higher infant mortahty, a lower
expectation of hife and greater fluctuation m the
adult age categories owing to famme and epi-
demres ¥ To those whose morality 1s not based on
an age-old 1deal taught for thousands of years,
but never practiced by humamty at large it would
seem that the truly ethical solution of India’s prob-
lem 1s Birth Control

CHINA

THE Burth Control News (England) quotes the
following from the Glasgow Herald of May 9th

“There 1s no Birth Control m China, and no
occasion for cehbate clergymen to lament over
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empty cradles But there are more ways than one
of committing race-smecide, and China’s 1s a par-
ticularly pamnful way Reckless increase of popula-
tion, without any compensating -advance m the
total economic efficiency of the nation, results m
periodic famines hike the one that 1s reported to be
raging at present m the province of Kweichou
Over-population and recurrent famnes are taken
for granted by China’s rulers It 1s said that a

Furopean firm of engneers once approached L~ |
Hung Chang with proposals for damming the

lower reaches of the Yellow River and thus pre-
venting the floods that cause great destruction n
that part of China L1 Hung Chang dismissed the
proposals without consideration, saying that the
Chinese Government regarded the floods as a provi-
dential method of solving, for one district at least,
the problem of over-population ”

A COMING EVENT

THIS year agan the American Birth Control
League has a booth at the exhibit of women’s activi-
ties, whose name has been chaneed to the Seventh
Annual Exvosition of Women’s Arts and Indus-
tries It will be held as last year at the Hotel Com-
modore, New York City, for the week of Septem-
ber 21st to 26th

THE MOTHER TIE

(Continuad from pags 249)

wound heals one finds happiness and peace and a
more abundant life

Always remember that the neurotic, the “tied to
mother” person, 15 the fine soul Such souls are
strugglng for the higher thing They need heln
to reach it When they do they give to the world,
because of therr suffering, something of great value

DIAMOND MEN AND MEN OF FLESH

{Continued from page 250)

Many years ago Mahatma Gandhi wrote a book
entitled “A Guwde to Health” In this book the
Mahatma of today makes a few confessions and
statements worth quoting now 1n connection with
his stand on Birth Contrel In this book, as today,
Mahatma Gandh condemned Birth Control most
virulently “The race of true Brahmachanes (con-
tinent persons) 1s by no means extinct, but if they
were to be had for the asking, of what value would
Brahmacharya be? Thousands of hardy laborers
have to go and dig deep into the bowels of the earth
in search of diamonds, and at length they get per-
haps merely a handful of them out of heaps and
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heaps of rock How much greater, then, should be
the labor involved in the discovery of the infinitely
more precious diamond of a Brahmacharin?

“Alas, how rare are those men and women who
yield to the sexual craving merely for the sake of
an offspring! The vast majority who may be num-
bered in thousands, turn to sexual enjovment
merely to satisfy their carnal passion, with the re-
sult that children are born to them quite aganst
theirr will In the madness of sexual passion, we
give no thought to the consequences of our acts In
this respect, men are even more to blame than
women The man 1s blinded so much by s lust
that he never cares to remember that his wife 1s
weak and incapable of rearing a child We do
not shrink from imposmg the heavy burden of ma-
ternity on our women, and we are not concerned
even to find that our children are weak, impotent
and imbecile Every time we get children, we bless
Providence, and so seek to hide from oyrselves the
wickedness of our acts Should we not rather deem
it a sign of God’s anger to have children who are
weak, sensual, crippled and impotent? Is it a mat-
ter for joy that mere boys and girls should have
children? Is it not rather a curse of God? Do
we think that the world 1s going to be saved by the
countless swarms of such impotent children end-
lessly multiplyng in India or elsewhere 1n the
world

“I have myself been gulty of lapses even after
having fully understood the value of Brahmach-
arya, and have, of course, paid dearly for it
I was marned early in hfe and had become the
father of children as a mere youth When, at
length, I awoke to the reahty of my situation, I
found myself sunk in the lowest depths of degrada-
tion”

Mahatma Gandhi here admits that he himself had
to struggle for years to conquer himself, even after
he knew of the blessings of continence How much
more difficult it must be for a healthy man or
woman of flesh and blood who does not at all be-
lieve erther in the ethics or in the beneficence of
“self-control” to be an absolute Brahmacharin?

As there are heaps and heaps of rocks in the
bowels of the earth, and but a few diamonds, simi-
larly there are milhons upon millions of men and
women 1n India with normal human passions and
emotions, and but a few diamond men and women
of absolute continence, on the verge of Nirvana
Mahatma): knows that all men in India are not
like him, and that all women are not Like his santly
wife Kasturibai Crymng in the wilderness of
fanatical 1dealism gets us nowhere We have to
take facts as they are 'We have to deal with human
nature as 1t 18
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