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OFFICIAL ORGAN OF T H E  AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 

Four Steps to Our Coal - Aghhon, Educahon, Orgmmahon, Leglslahon 

MARGARET SANGER, Edstor MARY SUMNER BOYD, Managrng Edstor 

VOL IX S E P T E M B E R ,  1925 N o  9 

T HE fall opens w ~ t h  news of Important de- 
velopments In England, I n d ~ a  and the Un~ ted  

States I n  England the systemat~c work of the 
Malthus~an League and the Labor women 1s brlng- 
mg pressure of numbers to bear on the Mlnlstry 
of Health, and the t ~ m e  1s not far off when the 
Mlnlstry will have to y~eld to a bona fide publlc 
demand represented by hundreds of thousands of 
petltloners I n  I n d ~ a  the oppos~t~on expressed by 
Mahatma Gandh~ m the Indla press to any method 
of preventmg overpopulat~on except self-control 
has both revealed the strong and mtelllgent sup- 
port which Blrth Control has already won m that 
country and has brought the subject to the atten- 
t ~ o n  of many thousands who had never heard of ~t 
before 

I n  Amenca the statement of a representative 
of the Itallan government a t  the conference a t  
Wlll~amstown, together m t h  Professor East's 
reply, whlch we publlsh In thls number of the 
&VIEW, has circulated throughout the press of the 
country and has taught Amerlcan doubters that 
there IS a very real relatlon between war and over- 
population Count C~pplco's statement 1s the more 
menaclng taken In conjunctlon m t h  the press m- 
temlew wlth Mussolln~ last January, when he s n ~ d  
that the Itallan blrth rate was pressmg, that the 
Ital~ans were "too mtelhgent" to l lm~t  the numbers 
of them chlldren and that the only answer to  the 
problem was "to make war or to seek outlets for 
overpopulat~on" When that war breaks out of 
whose approach two spokesmen of the Fasclst~ 
have now gven us ample warnlng, it w~ l l  show the 
worId that the refusal of a government to tolerate 
and encourage the practlce of Blrth Control 1s not 
only a crlme agalnst the mhv~dual  but a crime 

agalnst ~nternat~onal peace 

"There can be no two oplnlons about the necessity 
for Blrth Control," wrltes Mahatmajl, "but the 
only method handed down from ages pnst 1s self- 
control or 'Brahmacharya ' It IS an ~nfalllble sover- 
elgn remedy dolng good to those who practlse ~t 
And medlcal men wlll earn the gratitude of man- 
kind, ~f Instead of adv~smg artlficlal means of Blrth 
Control they wlll find out the means of self-control 
The unlon IS not meant for pleasure but for bnng- 
mng forth progeny And unlon 1s a crlme when the 
deslre for progeny IS absent " Self-control, austere 
unrelentmg ascetlclsm, 1s m brief, In the ethlcs of 
Mahatma Gandhl, "the only noble and s t ra~ght  
method of Blrth Control " 

O M I N G  as ~t does from the great splrltual 
leader of I nd~a ,  thls expression of oplnlon IS 

a welcome one It has st~mulated the l~veliest dls- 
cusslon In the Indlan press, and has brought forth 
a number of emphatlc and clearly expressed refu- 
tat~ons of the ascetlc ph~losophy of l ~ f e  embodled In 
Gandhl's brief expression, as well as some splrlted 
defences of contracept~on The most vlgorous op- 
ponent of Gandhl's news has been Professor R D 
Kame, whose protest 1s quoted by M r  Roy, to- 
gether wlth the able repl~es of other fr~ends of 
Blrth Control, on another page of the REVIEW 

There 1s httle to  add to these comments by 
Gandhl's compatriots They are marked by bnl- 
hant, lucld reasoning They lndlcate the vltallty 
of the Idea of Blrth Control In the Orlent and 
presage the advent of a new era of enl~ghtenment 
In that prostrate domaln W e  are happy Indeed 
that, desp~te hls hesitation and extreme reluctance, 
Mahatma Gandh~ was Induced to express publlcly 
h ~ s  d~sapproval of art~ficlnl methods of contracep- 
t ~ o n  But  we m ~ g h t  not lmpertlnently ask ~f any 

AHATMA G A N D H I ,  the great leader of method IS more artfic~al, more contrary to the laws 
Ind~a ,  has recently epven publlc utterance, of human nature than a self-lmposed "self-control" 

m the columns of Young I d w ,  to hls oplnlon con- which Instead of leadlng one through the thresh- 
c e m g  "artdic~al" methods of Birth Control hold of hfe onward toward an understandmg of 1t.s 



meantng and beauty, would prevent the exponent 
of ahstlnence from ever understandtng ~ t s  deeper 
rhythm and condemn h ~ m  to endless torment, In 
dtscord wlth the cosmlc rhythm and In eternal con- 
flict wtth the surge of h ~ s  deepest deslres 

Thls thoughtless utterance-profoundly thought- 
less, we are sorry to say--of Indta's great leader 
places htm In the category of those tmdltlonal dog- 
matlsts and reacttonary moraltsts for whom this 
world 1s ~rremed~ably a vale of tears and whose lr- 
respons~ble "~deat~srn" has tndeed made ~t one To  
Western mtnds, the tnfluence of such leaders must 
he forever dysgenlc W e  are happy that our 
frtends in Indta are so vtgorously combattng t t  

Llfe, we challenge these opponents, IS neither an 
evtl, a malady, nor a dtsease to be avolded Ltfe 
IS the supreme experlence, Into whlch we must un- 
reservedly and joyfullv plunqe Sexual express~on 
IS one of the most profoundly sptrltual of all the 
avenues of human experlence, and Btrth Control 
the supreme moral tnstrument bv which, wtthout 
inlury to others nor to the future destlntes of man- 
kind on thts earth, each lnd~vldual IS enabled to 
proqress on the road of self-development and self- 
realtzatton Human salvation IS not to be attalned 
hv a steadv dtet of the bttter frutt of renunciation 
W e  are all seektng for "life more abundant " 
Desplte hts world-wtde renown, Gandht's recent 
utterance seems to lack sptr~tual profundity or 
vtsion Yet, we must express our thanks, since he 
has sttmulated hts young compatr~ots and ourselves 
as well, to a new crystal~zat~on of our sptritual 
values 

HE Medtcal Officer of the town of Hartle- 
pool England, does not, accordtng to recent 

press reports, belleve In teachtng Btrth Control 
Yet h ~ s  recent report on condttlons In that town of 
5 000 famtlles, whtch has ctrcul~ted wtdely, is noth- 
mg less than a sermon of whlch Btrth Control ouqht 
to he the text HIS report shows that 2 500 families 
-half the total population by family-have at 
some tlme In the last two or three years been on the 
poor rates on account of unemployment A t  the 
same ttme the btrth rate durtng the past year was 
28 4 or 51 per cent htgher than that for Enqland 
as a whole, and Infant mortaltty was 132 per thous- 
and I n  one month tndeed t t  soared as htgh as 250 
per 1000 The officer, D r  Wtll~am McKendrlck 
lays the htgh death rate dtrectly to poverty and bad 
housing and menttons the prevalence of rtckets and 
scurvy Under condtttons ltke these, whtch cry 
aloud not for moraltztng, but for a practical 
remedy, to reject Btrth Control and recommend 
self-control IS like rectttng an Abrocadabra 

Bzrth Control Revrew 

T HE appltcatton of the State Board of Cham 
ttes for Increased approprtatlon for the South 

Dakota School and Home for the Feeble-mtnded 
shows to what extent our present methods are meet- 
tng the problem of the breedtng of the u d t  

"If the estlmate of the superintendent 1s correct," 
says the appllcatton "and only fifteen percent of 
the feeble-m~nded In South Dakota are now havlng 
tnst~tuttonal care and the other etghty-five percent 
are a t  large in the state breedtng up a st111 larger 
crop of subnormal persons for the future to deal 
wlth, the sltuatton IS desperate enough " 

The tmpract~cahtltty of elther ratstng monev on 
thts scale or of actually roundlng up all defecttves 
for tnstltut~onal care IS not recognized by the 
South Dakota board I t  1s however, recoqtzed tn 
a thoughtful edttortal from the Summit, New Jer- 
sey Herald a d  Record reprinted In thls Issue, on 
the Birth Control and Stertltzat~on Btlls whlch 
faded to pass the Legtslature last winter Thls 
foresighted edltorlal wr~ter  estimates that any at- 
tempt to care for all state charges tn instltuttons 
"would take almost half the revenue on whtch we 
depend to run the state in all its branches " 

F ROM Parts Eugene Humbert and hts wlfe 
send grateful messages to the frtends ~n 

America who contrtbuted toward the payment of 
thew fine of 30,000 francs, tmposed by the postal 
authorities for gtvlng out contracepttve informa- 
tlon The fine 1s not completely paid and the gov- 
ernment slmply watves ~ t s  rlght to lmprlson for the 
balance as lonq as the Humberts are "on their good 
behavior " Thls means that the hands of two of the 
most acttve of French propagand~sts are tted for an 
tndefinlte pertod, unttl the depopulat~on scare m 
France has run tts course Unttl that tlme thls 
famlly of pioneers are under survetllance and for 
real or tmagtned acttvtttes In behalf of Birth Con- 
trol the Damocles sword of the unpald balance may 
descend on them heads Should thts happen we 
hope that thetr fellow workers for Btrth Control 
throughout the world will hold themselves ready to 
be called on agatn fif Humbert's letter IS pub- 
ltshed on another page of the REVIEW 

Sincere apologies are offered for neglect of the 
credtt llne on last month's cover The cover photo- 
graph was the glft of Mr  Hlram Myers of the 
Photo Publtctty Studto 
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The Fascisti on Birth Control; An Italian Problem 
At the Znststute of PoLttcs held at Wdlaamstorcrr, Mass,  dunng part of July and August, Count 

Antonso Cappco, an Italaan senator, vsrtually demanded for the bemfit of has country's surplus populut80n 
o return by the Unsted States to ats former lrberal immagratson poltcy, a7d m vesled terms threatened war 
as an amitable coweqzlence of  a contanuance of our present ~mmagrataon polacy W e  publash below com- 
ment by  Professor East and Mrs Sanger 

Reply to Count C~ppico 

0 UR distinguished vis~tor, Count Cipplco, like 
the astute pol~tician that he is, has brought 

mth hlm several sugar-coated pills of Italian ex- 
pediency These medicaments he would have the 
American public swallow, after the rather para- 
doxical Chlnese method, In order to cure his country 
of the ills which her own reckless living has brought 
upon her I refer to  hls views on the population 
question H e  says, in effect, we must not accept 
these hard, cruel laws of Malthus They are not 
valid in the first place, and, even if they are, they 
are materialistic and un-Christian and ought to be 
repealed by statutory enactment Italy, he some- 
what bitterly adm~ts, was tricked at  Versailles when 
the spolls of war were divided, and now the least 
the world in general and the United States in par- 
ticular can do IS to allow the excess army of half a 
million, which the country throws off each year, to 
be farmed out on other lands 

The eminent Senator has our sympathy W e  
g v e  ~t es one would give it any suffenng individual 
whose recklessness has brought hlm pam, but the 
cure does not he m aiding a continuance of self- 
indulgence 

T HE first Malthusian law is a mathematical law, 
Inexorable as such laws are Population does 

tend to press w ~ t h  irresistible force upon the means 
of subsistence in any glven circumscnbed unit The 
thesis has been proved beyond a reasonable doubt 
by an avalanche of quantitative evidence Under 
natural conditions population increase is finally re- 
pressed and stabilized by the lntenslty of the strug- 
gle for existence, and Count Clppico grants this to 
be the fact when he says 'The truth is that her 
(Italy's) territory is insufficient to support her 
popul~tlon ' 

Such a natural law may be harsh, ~t may be 
cruel, but we must accept it for what ~t is, like the 
law of gravitation When Christ was led to the 
highest pinnacles of the temple and asked to dis- 
pute the cruelty of the latter law by casting himself 
down, he refused H e  climbed down in the regular 

way and went about his business The world asks 
Italy to follow his example, to extricate herself 
from her perilous position with respect to over- 
population, in a perfectly natural and reasonable 
way, not by denying the truth of a law of nature, 
not by lamenting oler ~ t s  harshness if its v a l ~ d ~ t y  
be granted, but by taking care not to remain in the 
path of ~ t s  crushmg force 

D OES the world make an unreasonable or un- 
ethical request? No It asks that Italy set her 

house In order, that instead of spawning children 
on the world with haphazard recklessness when they 
can be glven no fair chance for a life of happiness 
and usefulness, restrict the famihes In accordance 
with opportunity It asks that the sons of Italy be 
brought into the world by choice, w ~ t h  some regard 
for the paternal income, the maternal strength and 
the health of the child Italy's terrible infant mor- 
tality is dlrectly traceable to too frequent child- 
bear~nq and over-large fam~lies Why not reduce 
it? Why should man emulate the lobster in the 
matter of reproduction when God has glven him 
brains? And our visitor should know when the 
world gives thls Neo-Malthusian advice that ~t is 
not speaklng of infanticide, as he stated m his thud 
lecture a t  the Institute of Polit~cs 

This advice is not incompassionate It is the 
advice of a benevolent family physlclan who does 
not want to see a great career ruined by foolhardy 
indiscretion It has back of lt good and suffic~ent 
reasons 

The first reason is the second law of Malthus, 
which says that the emigration whlch Count Cip- 
pico recommends IS no permanent relief to a land 
of poor people oppressed by the results of theu 
reproductive talents I t  is as sound and as inexor- 
able as the first law It has been proved statistically 
so many tlmes that continued elaboration of figures 
IS superfluous Em~gration relief is temporary 
There 1s Immediate blrth release and the harassed 
people are again back In the same sltuatlon Has 
not Italy been sending out her overflow for fifty 
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years' And IS she not asklng to contlnue thls 
dloglcal process Indefinitely 7 

HE second reason IS st111 more important No 
T n  a t Ion wants the dregs dratned from the bottom 
of the vat Those of Italy are not less welcome than 
those of nnv other nat~on, but they are not welcome 
W e  know I t~ ly ' s  greatness, her Gallleos, her Leo- 
nardos, her hl~chelangelos Does she send us these, 
even In hrtmble ~mltat~ons? She does not Look 
over 'Who's Who In Amer~ca' for Itallan names 
They are conspicuous by then absence Look at  
the army lntelllgence test records They are low, 
so unconscionably low that they are a reproach and 
a shame to Italy's greatness She is as well r ~ d  of 
them as an tndlvldual would be well r ~ d  of a cancer- 
ous tumor I y~eld to none In my appreclatlon of 
Itallan art, architecture, l~terature and sclence 

Our culture here would be immensely Improved ~f 
we could Import and make our own some of the 
creatlve geniuses comparable to those who bullt SO 
grandly In the Renaissance Have we the slightest 
chance of obtammg them' Agam I say no The 
Grade A men of Lombardy and Tuscany are not 
squeezed out by economlc pressure Such people 
take care of themselves Furthermore, these north- 
erners are men of brams, thoughtful and fore- 
s~ghted They are not producing Italy's excess 
The excess comes from below Rome, people of a 
different race, people where Grade A men are neg- 
iiglble In quant~ty, where grades D and E predom- 
nate The incompetents from Italy's populatlon 
curve are the ones the astute Senator asks us to 
recelve And he is so complacent In h ~ s  absurd pro- 
posal W e  don't need these people, that 1s all W e  
produce enough of that qual~ty ourselves 

The Incident a t  W i l l i a m s t o w n  

By  MAEQARET SANQEE 

W E are rejolclng In the Incident at  Wllhams- 
town Great good wlll come of ~t W e  

mean the clash between Count Anton10 C~ppico, a 
typlcal representattve of Musso11n1's Fasc~st rCglme 
m Italy and our f r~end Edward M East of Har -  
vard, on the quest~on of Italy's overpopulat~on 
This duel of Ideas took place a t  the Institute of 
Pohttcs, an annual gathering of emlnent authonbes 
on problems of lnternat~onal ~mportance, a confer- 
ence conservative, academ~c, and In the oplnlon of 
the New York Herald-Tnbuae somewhat theo- 
ret~cal In ~ t s  speculations I t s  del~berat~ons are re- 
ported m the dally press, but seldom do they 
awaken anv Intense publlc interest Now-a11 
thanks to Professor East-that IS changed H e  
has transmuted publlc lethargy into burnmng m- 
terest H e  has demonstrated how closely bound up 
wlth the great questions of lnternat~onal pollcy are 
the profoundly personal problems of contraception 
a n d A ~ l r t h  ~ 6 n G o l  NO< one of the d~stlnguished 
authontles gathered last month a t  W~lliamstown 
can return & his desk or post without feellng the 
mfluence of Professor East's stlmulatlng and lde- 
gvmg  Ideas 

F InsT let us trace the orlgm of the Wlll~amstown 
duel Senator Clpplco, who 1s the spokesman 

and the astute apolog~st of the Mussollni pollcles, 
bravely and blandly undertook to offer the world 
a solutlon for Italy's ever-growmg problem of over- 
population The world In general, and the Un~ted  
States In particular, were lnvlted by the Count to 
contrtbute land, opportun~ty and prosperity to 
Italy's swarming, spawning surplus m~ll~ons W e  

must open wlde our doors to emigrants from 
Southern Italy-to all those teemng mill~ons de- 
prlved of a foothold In thew own country These 
lmm~grants, the Count suggested, are to remaln 
Italians In forelgn chmes, whlle Americans, for 
Instance, are adv~sed to move on to make room for 
these allen hordes The alternative 1s more land, 
more colon~es by conquest, for Italy's "explosme 
expansion " The threat of war, of "expans~on" was 
thlnly velled In Count Clpplco's address Musso- 
linl's government deslred to avo~d the "cruel neces- 
slty of war " I n  bnef, we were lnvlted to take care 
of the hapless frults of Italy's reckless and uncon- 
trolled procreative activ~ty 

P EOFESSOE EAST answered Count C~pp~co's ex- 
traordlnary chauvinist threat - answered ~t 

promptly, courageously, forcibly, and his voice has 
been heard not merely by the two hundred sclen- 
tlsts, economists and statesmen gathered at  W11- 
Ilamstown, but by the world a t  large It IS of 
tremendous educat~onal value The world, asserted 
Professor East  m effect, asks Italy to set her house 
In order Instead of spawning chlldren wlth reck- 
less rapidlty and haphazard ~rresponsibihty, when 
there is no opportunlty for these unfortunates to  
create a l ~ f e  of usefulness or happiness, Italy should 
encourage famll~es to restrlct them numbers In ac- 
cordance w ~ t h  opportun~ty T h ~ s ,  as we all know, 
1s the only safe avenue to natlonal peace, prosperity 
and the progress of c~v~l~zat lon It IS a truth, and 
a feas~ble pollcy of nat~onal ethlcs, appl~cable not 
only to overcrowded Italy, but to all enl~ghtened 
natlons J t  1s the only alternative to war, pest~lence 
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and famlnethose mevltable convoys of over- 
population 

T IEERE was nothlng m Professor East's vigorous, 
forceful and brllllantly expressed utterance to 

whlch any student--even a freshman--of eco- 
nomlcs or history might take offense-nothmg 
offensme, nothmg shockmg, nothlng impudent, 
nothlng harsh nor crude nor lmpractlcal It was, 
as Professor East subsequently suggested in an in- 
tervlew, the counsel of a benevolent famlly physi- 
cian who does not want to see a great career ruined 
by foolhardy mdiscret~on But to Count Clpplco, 
a perfect representative of Fascist psychology, 
thls suggestion was one of "cool Impudence " Let 
us here recall that the Fasclst mnd  resents criticism 
and Cannot forgwe those who puncture ~ t s  own de- 
luslons of grandeur I n  Rome llberal newspapers 
whlch crltlclze the policies of MussoIml's slnlster 
rkgme are mstantly suppressed Forelgn news- 
paper correspondents who try to cable the impartial 
truth have been expelled from Italy Senator Clp- 
plco met Professor East's counter-attack m much 
the same officlal Fasclst manner H e  denounced 
the "~nfamous theories of Malthus " H e  con- 
demned advocates of Birth Control as "apostles of 
mfantlclde " HIS angry, out-of-date utterances 
suggest that he should have gone to Dayton, Ten- 
nessee, Instead of Wllhamstown, for to denounce 
the Malthusian law of population 1s no less absurd 
than to l e e l a t e  agalnst evolut~on, and to speak 
of the "mfamous theorles of Malthus" 1s as ridlcu- 
lous as to condemn the law of grantation as Im- 
moral and materiallstlc Any college freshman 
could mform the ~llustrious and astute Count and 
Senator that Rev Thomas Malthus offered no m- 
famous remehes for overpopulatlon, and that 
Buth Control IS not mfantlcide, but the only 
remedy for the practlce of abortion and mfanhclde 
Before undertakmg to offer solut~ons for the prob- 
lem of Italy's overpopulatlon, the Fasclst would 
do well to take an elementary course m what was 
once known as "pohtlcal economy " Before blam- 
mg the rmsfortunes of hls country upon France, 
England or Amer~ca, he mght profitably mnvesti- 
gate the sources of ~ t s  own natlonal ills 

But mstead, hke a schoolboy unused to the 

weapons of mature and impartla1 thought, dis- 
covering In spite of h~mself that the balloon of hls 
own pet delusions had been suddenly and skllfully 
punctured, Count Clpplco could resort only to 
angry words, and like a spolled chlld had to be ap- 
peased and quleted by those who were more mter- 
ested in dlplomatlc politeness than m mvigoratlng 
and thus often stlnging truths 

B TJT great good has come of thls amusing and 
educational incident Professor East's br~l- 

l ~ a n t  advocacy of Blrth Control as the only sane, 
enlightened and peaceable avenue to lnternatlonal 
amlty and equ~llbrlum aroused national Interest 
and comment All of the metropolltan dallies pub- 
llshed editorla1 comment, most of ~t sane, sober and 
hospitable to the idea of Blrth Control There were 
also a number of fine letters, some m the press and 
others, almost three hundred of them, addressed to 
Professor East Notable among the letters 1s that 
of Elmer Davls in the New York Tames, a splendld 
exposltlon of fundamental Malthusian truths con- 
cernlng overpopulatlon, truths whlch no amount 
of bombastic denunclatlons can sweep away 

w E cannot too enthusiastically express our 
gratitude to Edward M East for hls splen- 

did, courageous and clear-cut advocacy of Birth 
Control at the Institute of Polltics HIS splendld 
utterances have had the effect of transmuting our 
notonous Amerlcan mdifference to international 
problems Into a warm and vlvld Interest Birth 
Control, as an implement of enhghtened natlonal 
progress, thanks to his efforts, 1s maklng further 
headway Into our natlonal consciousness Professor 
East 1s domg vallant ploneer work m openlng new 
avenues of thought, and we are coddent that all 
the dlstlngulshed authorities who l~stened to h ~ m  
at  W~lhamstown wlll return to their posts consc~ous 
of a new angle of approach to the great complex 
problems of lnternatlonal relations they are seeklng 
to solve For the rest of us, let us give assurance 
to such a statesman and scholar as Edward M 
East, that we appreciate hls d n c h l n g  champlon- 
ship of the truth, whlch has agaln been brllllantly 
dramatized by this lncldent at  Wllhamstown 

MESSAGE FROV W Z T T E R  B Y N N E R  T O  T H E  S I X T H  INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

It as unthmkabk that you and yuur assoetates should be harassed b y  the laws and offtcrals of a 
crrnlaxed goaernment, particularly a government which rnvolved ats people an the devastatrng conflrct 
of the great war, or the Great Murder as an Englrvhman has aptly called at A better understandtng 
among all nations of the pnnc:ples you advocate and of the motrves you forward, would be a funda- 
mental contnbutron toward the estabhshment of peace Your method as much better than the war 
method for fhe regulatron of manlnnd It as indeednn tmportant factor tn good wall toward men whtcl 
I S  anreparable from peace on earth 



The Mother Tie 

HE tie between the child and its mother s 
a y the same as the t ~ e  between a l~ t t l e  T o r i g i n  11 

animal and its mother It is the t ~ e  between the 
great symbol of safety, rest, and shelter and the 
helpless young, faced with l ~ f e  ~mposs~ble to llve 
without that shelter to go to In time of stress * 

The first consciousness of any young thing is the 
presence of its mother From her it gets food, 
warmth and the feeling of being protected What 
it gets is what we call "mothering" Every child 
alive today got that from ~ t s  mother or her substl- 
tute, or it would have per~shed 

The tie is not one of blood, the same tie exlsts be- 
tween a hen and chickens not hatched from her own 
eggs It is a psgchologzcal tze It must be broken 
before the child's psychical life can develop ~ u s t  as 
the physical tie must be broken before the chlld can 
develop physically Were it just the tie between 
one child and its mother breaklng it m ~ g h t  be 
slmple It is the tie between one little child and a 
relationship millions of years old, without which 
there would be no human race Mating could have 
gone on, young could have been hatched from eggs 
or brought forth alive, but without the mother's in- 
stinct to protect and the child's instinct tc. look to 
her for protection no continuation of animal life 
would have been possible To  the child the mother 
is the symbol of the inst~nct of self-preservation 
She remalns that symbol for all men, for all time 

Bzrth Control Review 

The need in man, from time to time, for that rest 
from the struggle of life, which his unconscious 
always tells him can be found by "going back to 
mother," must be met some way in harmony with 
his adult self That he has so symbolized her we see 
all around us W e  have "Mother Earth," "The 
Breast of the Waves," "Rocked in the Cradle of the 
Deep," "Alma Mater," "Mother Church " W e  
have stories from all the battle fronts of the d y ~ n g  
boy crying out "Motherl" When his conscious 
mind was numbed with agony his instinct reminded 
him where safety lay 

May the tragedy of that unanswered cry slnk 
lnto the Mother Heart of the ulorld' 

If  one watches a dog and her puppies or a hen 
and chickens, one sees-when the l~t t le  ones grow 
old enough to go any distance from the mother they 
scurry back at  the slightest sign of danper When 
they get tired or hungry they also go back to her, 

and when they get the worst of ~t m a fight with the 
little brothers and sisters They know that w ~ t h  
their mother they will find safety and rest, from 
what to them are the hard th~ngs of life I n  that 
atmosphere they grow Without it they perish 

Then mother teaches them all that is necessary 
for them well-belng When they are ready to begin 
their adult life (which means a life of their own, a 
free life) she calmly walks off and leaves them or 
fights them off from her She goes off to mate again 
and she and they become strangers The tie IS 

broken easlly and completely Anlmals do not re- 
member If  later on the young and mother mate 
(which is very often done among domestic anlmals, 
whatever wild animals may do) they mate as 
strangers, as two independent adult animals 

I n  unscientific language the animal mother 
nurses her young to rel~eve the pressure in her m ~ l k  
glands, the hen sits on the eggs as a means of relief 
from a raging heat in her body No doubt just as 
soon as those glands become normal the energy 
used by them is again transferred to the glands of 
procreation Nature sees to it that the period when 
the mother needs the young coincides with the need 
of the young for the mother Of course we occa- 
sionally see a "bad mother" who leaves them (goes 
off to mate) too soon for their good Nature some- 
how made a mistake. which Droves fatal to the 
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young if no mother substitute is a t  hand The mis- 
take is not often made, so when the mother does 
leave them they are quite ready to fend for them- 
selves, find a mate and begn all over agaln the 
progress of the generat~ons 

A t  some point In the evolut~on of mankind a new 
inst~nct entered into the mother of the race W e  
don't know how, or when, or where As  with all 
instincts it wasn't understood, ~t was only felt The 
thmg it made her do was to keep her young by her 
after they ceased to be a matter of physical rel~ef 
to her, and when, by the same token, they became 
an added burden She kept them by ~nstinct for 
their good, not her own That lnstlnct was love 

The thing has transformed animals into men, 
the thing that has been a t  work for millions of 
years changing the heart of man--oh, so slowly!- 
toward a day when Selfishness, Hate and Revenge 
will give place to Altruism, Love and the splrit of 
d o n g  good for evil 

Now of course the mother of a million or so years 
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ago dldn't know why she kept her young with her 
longer than filled any need of her own Then, as 
now, lovlng was ~ t s  own reward Nevertheless by 
loving (giving, not gettmg) she was making pos- 
slble the human famlly as we know ~t to-day 

The result was that the child had a longer perlod 
of dependence before going up against life, its brain 
had a chance to grow, it developed a memory, ~ t s  
matur~ty was retarded It changed from anlmal to  
man And all t h ~ s  happened hecause love came into 
the mother heart of the world 

But  for the purpose of our study an even more 
Important thlng happened That constantly 
lengthening period of dependent childhood made 
the psycholog~cal t ~ e  between the child and mother 
grow stronger and stronger Gradually the in- 
stlnct, as old as the higher forms of ammal l~fe ,  
that made the child know that with the mother was 
to be found safety, rest and happiness, had added 
to ~t the conscious memory of love The human 
child 1s tied to ~ t s  mother by the Instinct of self- 
preservat~on and also gets from her the complete 
satlsfact~on of ~ t s  emotional life It seems as ~f the 
transition from infancy to adult l ~ f e  1s the struggle 
to become psychologically free from one's mother, 
and to find complete satlsfactlon of one's adult 
emot~onal life in matlng, or in creatlve work 

It seems as if the ch~ld, who down through the 
ages was more advanced psychologically than the 
level of the race-the chlld who as an adult would 
make a contribut~on to human progress other than 
the contribution of procreat~on-was the chlld who 
longer clung to the mother and loved her more 
fondly Lying In her arms, safe, a t  rest and happy, 
~t could dream dreams and see visions 

W e  now have thls paradox The human mother 
keeps the chlld mth  her so that the psychical part 
of ~t can develop By so dong  she strengthens the 
tle between them, maklng the breaking away and 
attainmg the l ~ f e  of a psychically free adult the 
more dlfficult The chlld must become a psychlcally 
free adult m order to translate ~ t s  dreams mto 
actlon 

The family grew from one chlld and its mother 
to what we mean by the word today, mother, 
father, sisters and brothers, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles Where the shelter of the famlly l ~ f e  
must have added strength to the tle bindlng the 
chlld to the symbollc mother ~t a t  the same tlme 
proved to be the thing that makes the transit~on 
from the mother to the mate less dlfficult 

What seems to happen 1s thls The chlld 1s born 
lovlng ~ t s  mother, completely, and only her The 
chlld whose emotional l ~ f e  is developing normally 
falrly soon glves part of ~ t s  love to its father It 

agaln makes a division of ~ t s  love to include s~sters 
and brothers and servants (all those under ~ t s  own 
roof) and then reaches out to relat~ons outside ~ t s  
home Then friends of the family who come to the 
house, then ne~ghhors A n  ever widening group to 
share that child love whlch must go onward and 
outward to where ~t can choose ~ t s  own object 

U p  to now the objects of its love have been 
brought to  it, so to  speak Then comes a great 
turning polnt In the ch~ld's life It goes out Into 
the world, to school perhaps, and there makes a 
friend of ~ t s  own A strange ch~ld ~ t s  mother never 
saw No allowances are made on e~ther side, an 
effort 1s required to he l~ked A new world opens 
up, a strange house to go to, pnde In b n n ~ n g  home 
and showlng off the fnend, one's very own fr~end 
"Stlcklng up" for the frlend ~f needs be The child 
has taken a long step along the road that leads to 
freedom 

Later comes the perlod of hero worshlp That 
seems for the purpose of fixing the child's emotlons 
on some one older than ~tself, to  make a model for 
~t other than the parent of the same sex 

Then comes what 1s called Calf Love It should 
be called Holy Love, for w ~ t h  ~t the ch~ld completes 
the curve It has left ~ t s  mother (psych~cally) and 
gone alone on the d~fficult journey of readjustment 

It is now ready to choose a mate, or to use the 
awakened mating Instinct (the deslre to  create) 
for other thlngs than procreation 

No one knows why some children make those 
adjustments, some make part of them, some make 
none a t  all The first group are the free of the 
earth, the second group are the partly free, the 
thlrd, the completely tled 

No one not work~ng with these unfortunate ones 
can have any ldea of the power that mother tle has 
The Symbolic Mother calllng one to go back to her 
where there is no struggle The Something In one 
saying it 1s too late, freedom for the soul lles ahead 
It almost seems as ~f they were t ~ e d  to the mother 
of us all by a psychological navel cord The harder 
they pull away the more conscious they are that 
they are held Tugglng and pulling, using all them 
energy that way Such fatigue! Always out of 
harmony w ~ t h  llfe Wakrng exhausted after hor- 
rlble dreams Meeting adult s~tuations w ~ t h  m- 
fantile reactlons The Inward cry of "What's the 
use '" 

And when it 1s posslble for the thing known as 
psychoanalysis to cut that psychologxal navel cord 
the struggle 1s over, one 1s free No  more meetlng 
adult s~tuat~ons w ~ t h  lnfantlle reactlons When the 

(Contmued on page 269) 



Bzrth Control R e w w  

Diamond Men and Men of Flesh 

1s not necessary to agree mth  everythmg that 
Mahatma Gandhl says or does m order to ap- IT 

preclate the chlld-hke slmpllclty of h ~ s  nature, and 
the salntllness of hls character H e  1s undoubtedly 
one of the greatest souls that walks on earth today 
Munzrnnchaw matzvrama (even salnts are apt to 
make mistakes) 1s an old Sanskrlt proverb Ma- 
hatma Gandhl's recent attack on conscious Birth 
Control In Indla 1s an ~llustratlon of thls proverb 

But h ~ s  attack has opened a dlscusslon m the 
Ind~an  press that was well worth wh~le The lucld 
and trenchant refutat~ons In some of the Indlan 
dall~es, weeklles and monthlies most unequivocally 
prove how slowly but surely the sclentlfic and ethl- 
cal Idea of B ~ r t h  Control IS permeatmg the thought 
currents of awakened I n d ~ a  

T h o w a d  of Years of Self Control 

Among those who have come to  the defense of 
Blrth Control m the press 1s Professor R D 
Karve 

"Thousands of years," he wntes, "people have 
been preaching the Mahatma's remedy Self Con- 
troI Only, ~t 1s lmpractlcable for ordlnary human 
bemgs, such as are found outslde the Mahatma's 
Utopla And ~t is mth these we have to deal every 
day They have certa~nly to count wlth Nature, but 
Nature only pumshes the fools who do not know 
how to take care of themselves What 1s human m- 
tell~gence meant for, ~f ~t 1s not for the solut~on of 
human d~fficult~es m the most agreeable way' I say 
'agreeable' and I assert that ~t 1s quite justifiable 
to seek pleasure ~f ~t does not mvolve dolng harm 
to anybody And sclentlfic knowledge 1s now too 
far advanced for people to be expected to martyrize 
themselves for rehgous dogmas hke that of 'self 
control ' 

"I cannot hope to convlnce the mystlcs But the 
sclentlfic mlnd must have some other crlter~on of 
morallty than religous dogma Those who do not 
pract~se Blrth Control In some way or other are 
threatened not by a theologcal hell, but by a hell 
on earth In the shape of unw~eldy fam~hes T h ~ s  1s 
much more appreclable than any hell ~mapned  by 
any rellg~ous prophets People are free to practlce 
continence and take the consequences, good or bad 
Thev ought not to be left free to have unmeldy 
famlhes and make themselves a nulsance to soclety " 

"I have," he says In another place, "no quarrel 
mth those who can practlce self control and do ~t 
I f  ~t IS harmful to them, that 1s them own affau 

But let them not pretend to be hagher than other 
people on that account There 1s no ment m abstm- 
ence any more than fastmg Fastlng 1s not hlgher 
than eatmg, and ~t 1s harmful when the body needs 
food Even admlttmg for a moment that 
there are hundreds and thousands of people prac- 
tlsmg 'self control' that 1s a very small pro- 
portion of the populat~on of the world " 
' Another splendld refutat~on of Mahatmajl's ad- 

vocacy of ahstmenee as the only "noble and stralght" 
method of Blrth Control 1s found m Welfare, a 
monthly magazme pubhshed m Calcutta The con- 
cluslon 1s well worth quotlng "Knowledge should 
not of necessity turn men mto animals W e  know 
that all doctors could be polsonen, chemists. mur- 
derers, s a n y w ,  scoundrels, ~f they so deslred But 
human desms are so tralned that few men love to 
he crrm~nals or smners The ]deals of marned 11fe 
are varlous and $ all people were tsught to thmk 
m the nght way, there should be no apprehension 
of them leadlng a purely ammal hfe, ~ u s t  because 
they could do so mthout h a m g  chlldren Ma- 
hatma Gandh does not show much faith m human 
nature by  IS fears " 

A Mystac and the Fares of Youth 

To  quote one more among many, Arnrltlal H 
Pate1 of Smat  wr~tes  m the Bombay Chvomcle 
"All human helngs are not Mahatmajls and Janak 
Vldehls, who In splte of all attract~ons and allure- 
ments of earthly lrfe, can practlse true c e l ~ b a q  
both mental and physlcal T o  drag the whole 
questlon of Blrth Control Into rellpon and to  dlc- 
tate ~ t s  remedy from the old and antiquated scrip- 
tures, is nothmg but sheer lnjustlce to the modem 
sclence of soclal economy and eugenlcs Our 
country 1s teemlng mth manlkrns havlng weak 
hod~es and sunken eyes horn of mothers who are 
almost every year passlng through the dangers of 
annual conceptions and confinements, and m the 
~nterest of the nat~on we must put a stop to this 
human waste of hfe 

"Modern contracept~ve methods, I admt,  are not 
meant for Mahatmas and Yogs,  but they are meant 
for common human belngs who live m the world 
as worldly belngs and who are prey to ordinary ~f 
not vlolent human weakness and fralltles It would 
be sheer hypocrisy on the part of our soclal leaders 
to preach only Brahmacharya as the only and the 
best and an easlly practicable remedy for Blrth 
Control for the masses " 

(Contmasd on pags 269) 
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Birth Control in England 

is a cause of constant amazement to me to find 
the rate of progress of the Birth Control move- IT 

ment m England 
For more than a quarter of a century I have been 

wr~t lng occasional artlcles and have been mlling- 
even anxious-to speak on the matter, but it used 
to be very difficult to find a platform where such a 
subject was acceptable, now the difficulty 1s to find 
tlme to glve all the lectures that are asked for 
Everywhere one finds npprec~ative and grateful 
audiences, and if a llttle doubt 1s expressed a t  the 
beglnnlng of a meetmg, there is no doubt of agree- 
ment a t  the end 

It 1s hard to be sure of the cause of this change of 
attitude, it was bepnning a little before the war, 
and has certainly advanced rapidly slnce It has 
doubtless been hastened by the writlngs of D r  
Mane Stopes, and the publicity glven to her libel 
action, and even here we have to acknowledge a 
deep debt of gratitude to  the work of Mrs Mar- 
garet Sanger Of course the Neo-Malthusian 
League had kept the flag flying, but mthout at- 
tractlng much public attent~on tlll it was trans- 
formed into the New Generation League, but since 
then, and especially smce the openmg of thelr clmc 
m a very poor neighborhood, they have done much 
to  popularize the work 

Changed Attztude of Labor 

It used to be said that the labor world was hostlle 
to Blrth Control As far as that was the case it was 
probably to be attnbuted to the mtense mdtvldual- 
Ism of its earher advocates, and the manner m which 
thev went out of them way to attack trade-un~ontsm 
and Socialism Now the real principles are better 
understood, and especially slnce women have taken 
a more active interest m pol~tics there is no doubt 
that ~t 1s to the organized labor movement that 
Birth Controllers must look for the greatest sup- 
PO* 

The Labor Woman's Conference spoke w ~ t h  no 
uncertain volce last year * when a majority of 
about 1,000 to 8, they demanded Blrth Control 
teaching to be glven In the ex~stlng and mte-sup- 
ported Matern~ty and Child Welfare Centres 
Though this request was refused by the Labor (and 
Catholic) Mimster of Health, there 1s ev~dence that 
it is widely supported by Labor bodles throughout 
the country, and the advocates had llttle doubt what 
the vote would have been if the quest~on had been 

T h ~ s  artlde was written m t h e  early summer 

discussed at  the Labor Conference In October, in- 
stead of belng put aside, wlth other resolutions, 
because of the crit~cal s~tuatlon tn parliament 

The two chief reasons gnen  by l l r  m e a t l e y  
for refusing to cons~der the request of the women 
were that there was such dlvislon of op~nlon m the 
country that it would not be falr to spend rates on 
~ t s  promulgation, (or even to allow voluntary 
helpers to teach ~t a t  mte-supported centres) , and 
that the matter was already so well known that 
there was no need for further education H e  said 
that women already knew all that was necessary, 
but that they dtd not practise it, because they were 
too mdlfferent or careless, but he d ~ d  not bebeve 
they were so ignorant as was made out 

Ob~ecttona Mutually Destructive 

H e  d ~ d  not seem to r e a h  that the two reasons 
were mutually destrudlve That if people had 
already learned, there could not be much objection 
to systematic teaching, and ~f they are careless and 
mdifferent they would not ask for mformation, and 
we only asked that this should be available for any 
who wanted it 

As to the lack of knowledge no doubt can exist 
m the mmds of those who are really in touch mth 
worklng women Even the more mtelligent, who 
largely form the Women's Co-operat~ve Gullds, 
and the Women's Sectlons of the local Labor 
parties, again and again lament after a lecture on 
Blrth Control that they have not had such informa- 
tion earlier, and older women who have had the 
experience of havlng had large fam~lies will say, 
"It 1s too late for me, but save my daughter from 
going through what I have had to bear " 

And st111 though several of us are speaklng to 
many of these organ~zatlons, we feel that we are 
only touchlng the fringe of the problem Those who 
need the knowledge most are frequently so over- 
burdened by the demands of a large number of 
small children, that they cannot belong to Gu~lds. 
or go to meetmngs, havtng to take w ~ t h  them, per- 
haps, two "toddlers" as well as a baby In arms 
Many of these who have had the least opportun~ty 
are only just awaklng to the knowledge that there 
is such knowledge to be got, and are absolutely 
lgnorant as to how they can procure it 

It 1s for these we are pleading when we ask that 
lnformat~on should be avalhble at the matemty 
centres, for there they usually do manage to go, ria 
there are many mducements m the way of cheap 
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d k ,  glaxo, clothes, etc , and there the toddlers are of so many women, who feel that a t  all rlsk to them- 
welcomed as well as the bables There we shall selves they must prevent another l~t t le  one comlng 
meet the mother of 17 children, (two of them deaf to st111 farther sub-dm~de the lim~ted food, cloth~ng 
and dumb) and the mother of elght chlldren hvlng and shelter whlch 1s already so madequate for the 
with her and a consumptive father In two tlny exlstlng famlly 
rooms and who 1s certainly not ~nd~fferent to the I lmaglne these thlngs are worse mth  us than 
quest~on of how she can keep from havmg any wlth you and though we have not to contend mth  
more your great difficulty of Blrth Control teachlng be- 

we may also come across the grl who has been lng ~llegal, we have our own dlfficult~es even In that 
marrled three years, and who has three chlldren, After we are as much by 
and feels that all her strength and happiness has publlc opinion as '3' laws! and 'PIte of the ad- 
departed, and the glrl of seventeen who has already vance In opinion that ' have 'poken 
had two chlldren, or the mother of four children, there are large numbers of people who think 
the eldest being five years old, already to lt'~mmodest, even indecent to refer m public to the 
school but having to stay at home one day a week genesls of hfe, or the re la t lonsh~~ of the sexes, and 
to take care of the other three babies while the We C"" only overcome this persistent teaching 
mother does the washing out a t  the back I n  short and w"tlng regard1ess of the Ideas Another 
we may meet here slmllar cases to those whlch read- dlfficulty Is presented by 'ym- 
ers of your paper know so well on your side of the pathlzers, who recognize the dlfficultles of the over- 
water burdened mother, and the need of "spacing" babies, 

but who are afrald that ~f young glrls know any- 
Many of our problems are slmdar, but they are thlng of contraception, lmmorallty wlll become 

aggravated here by the overcrowding that exists more and more frequent Wlthout saylng much 
and the s~eclal dlfficulv that the Par- about such an est~mate of the character of the 

ents of large f a m l l ~  have In finding any sort of present generat~on, or the worth of morahty that 
decent accommodation Many men are at  work depends only on fear, ~t IS well to polnt out that 
have to take them wives and famllles to our work- our request for the necessary teachlng belng gven  
houses and ~''or-law mstltutlons, because no other at  matemlty centres should mlnlmlze that dread, 
mx~mmodatlon 1s available Here the f a m l l ~  1s as generally speak~ng only marrled women who 
dlvlded, and though the father has to Pay for their already have children attend these places 
support, there 1s st111 a feehng of humil~atlon as A much stronger reason for presslng our demand 

as much *a~~lness  hav*g resort to 1s that such a large proportion of our poorer women 
this suffer from careless treatment a t  the t ~ m e  of chlld- 

There IS no posslb~l~ty of doubtlng that mothers birth, or from havmg got up too soon and resumed 
who knew would do anythlng posslble to prevent then work before they were fit, and so have some- 
further Increase of thew famllles under such condl- t h ~ n g  the matter mth the womb, whlch makes ~t 
tlons, also the low wages and the frequent unem- advisable ~f not essent~al for them to have lndlv~dual 
ployment make numbers of women desperately advlce before uslng ontraceptme appl~ances Thls 
anxlous to l~mlt  the number of chlldren Thls is should be available at  the centres, as many cannot 
demonstrated by the frequent resort to the danger- afford doctor's fees, and no hospltal that I know of 
ous practlce of abortion, whlch destroys the health gves such advlce 

SHE WIIO U N D E R S T A N D S  

By A L P O N ~ I N A  STOBNI,  o f  Argentina 
Translated from the Spanish by A L I ~  STONE BLACKWELL 

Her  dark head fallen forward In her g r~ef ,  
T h e  beauteous woman kneels, in suppliant fashion- 
A woman past her youth,  the dylng Chr~s t  
From the stern rood looks on her wlth compassion 

A burden of vast sadness in her eyes, 
Beneath her heart a chlld, a burden human, 
Before the whlte Chr~s t  bleeding there she prays, 
"Lord, do not let my child be born a woman 1" 
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THE I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F E D E R A T I O N  
O F  B I R T H  CONTROL L E A G U E S  

Statement by C C LITTLE, Prestdent 

0 N E  of the results of the Slxth International 
Neo-Malthusian and Birth Control Confer- 

ence was the reorganization of the lnternatlonal 
federatlon, whlch had ceased to functlon during the 
war D r  Alice Drysdale Vlckery 1s honorary presl- 
dent of the reorgan~zed federatlon, the president 
is D r  C C Little, Pres~dent of Mlchigan Unlver- 
s ty ,  Mrs Margaret Sanger 1s secretary and Mrs 
Juliet Rublee, treasurer The executive board is 
made up of D r  Aletta Jacobs, Holland, D r  Char- 
lotte Stelnberger, Hungary, Barosess Ishlmoto, 
Japan, D r  C V Drysdale, England, D r  Norman 
Halre, England, F r u  Thlt Jensen, Denmark, 
Knut Wlcksel, Sweden, D r  G Hardy, France, 
Margaret Sanger, Amerlca, Dr James F Cooper, 
America, Dr 0 C Withrow, Canada 

All organizations which endorse the principles 
and objects of the federation are admltted to mem- 
bershlp, except those which lnclude abortlon In thew 
program The objects of the federatlon are 

1 To Impress on the people and governments 
of all natlons the problems and dangers of over- 
populat~on 

2 To d~minlsh and eventually control or ellml- 
nate overpopulation by extend~ng the knowledge 
of hyglenic contraceptive methods as dlstinct from 
abortlon 
3 To oppose all represslve leglslatlon agalnst 

the proper provlslon of hyglenlc contraceptive in- 
structlon 

4 T o  recommend to the medical profession the 
importance of givlng such ~nformatlon and espe- 
clally to urge ~ t s  provision at  all publlc hospitals, 
asylums, welfare centers, etc, for the treatment or 
prevention of dlsease 

5 To promote race ~mprovement primarily by 
enabllng parents to restrict thelr famlhes to those 
chlldren whom they can bear and rear In justice to 
their own health and economic circumstances, and 
by enabling them to abstaln from parenthood In 
all cases where hereditary dlsease or defect might 
render the offspring unllkely to become healthy and 
self-supporting cltlzens 

6 To promote sexual respons~b~llty and d m -  
mmsh the spread of venereal dlsease and promlsculty 
by making ~t known that young people can marry 
e ~ r l y  wlthout regard to their economlc posltlon or 
the fear of havlng chlldren they cannot support, 
and to encourage lnstructlon in sex questions 

7 T o  promote lnternatlonal harmony by urg- 
mg all governments to asslst In regulatmg the blrth 

rates m them respectwe countries so as to  avold 
overpopulat~on, which IS recogmzed as one of the 
chlef causes of war 

The federatlon plans to hold the Seventh Inter- 
nat~onal Neo-Malthusian and Blrth Control Con- 
ference In August 1926, the place of meetlng to he 
elther Geneva, as the home of the League of Na- 
tlons, or Copenhagen, where the Danlsh B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol organlzatlon would act as hostess 

T H E  T R U T H  ABOUT DEPOPULATION 

D EPOPULATION 1s a subject on whlch vast amounts 
of nonsense are habitually talked by exclted people 

who clamor for  quantlty wlthout regard t o  quality, and 
do not trouble t o  d~stlngulsh between a statlonary and a 
decllnlng populat~on But  l t  IS qulte untrue t ha t  any 
exlstlng state, even France, has normally a dccllnrng pop- 
ulatlon, and lt 1s llkely tha t  the ancient lamentations 
about depopulatlon were equally hysterical 

F o r  when one considers the enormous potentla1 fer- 
t111ty man shares m t h  the other animals, and the rapldlty 
w t h  whlch accidental depletions can be made good, ~t 1s 
hard t o  reslst the convlctlon tha t  under normal conditions 
lt 1s a b~o log~ca l  certainty tha t  there can be no lasttng 
depopulatlon On the contrary, the world, even though 
lt may not be actually over-populated, must always be as 
fully populated a s  the available food and soclal condltlons 
permlt 

It follows (1) tha t  m normal tlmes, when no a d d ~ t ~ o n s  
a re  belng made t o  the sources of food supply, human 
populatlon must be a s  statlonary as animal Ilfe, and (2) 
t ha t  there must therefore always be operative In every 
human soclety checks on ~ t s  potentla1 fertility sufficient 
t o  leave ~ t s  numbers statlonary These chccks are very 
vanous In character, but  a s  Professor Ca r r  Saunders has 
fully shown, they always exlst Hlstory a s  a whole con- 
firms these deductions, but t h e n  consequences have been 
masked by the fact  tha t  the human race has on the whole 
been progressive, and has used the best p a r t  of ~ t s  ~ntelh-  
gence t o  Increase ~ t s  food supply, thus enabling ~ t s  num- 
bers t o  Increase, though not usually wlth the unprece- 
dented rapldlty cond~tloned by the development of sclence 
In the last century 

Conversely, 1f the normal e q u ~ l ~ b n u m  of a soclety 1s 
suddenly assa~led by a new danger, a war, a convulsion of 
nature, a pestilence, the lntroductlon of a new polson, 
vlce, o r  dlsease, populatlon naturally dlmlnlshes But  
only for a tlme F o r  all these agencles of destruction are 
more or  less select~ve, and after  they have swept away 
the more susceptible, the survivors will grow more re- 
s ~ s t a n t  -F S C SCHILLEB In Eugentcs Rernew 

"I done had nlneteen chlllen mahse'f-jes had ch~llen 
hke a cow havm' a calf-glt down, g ~ t  up, and go  on "- 
From "Ketchm' Bables," by Samuel McCoy In the Sclruey 
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THE GENESIS OF DESPAIR 
Letters Whzch Show How the Wall to Ltve Can be Destroyed 

A burden growtng greater each year  a s  ncm members are added to the famtly, a n  ancome remnzn- 
tng stable, not rncreastng a s  the ckxms on r t  grow greater, health growtng feebler gust cn proportton 
as the need for  health and strength sncreases, love f n d ~ n g  ns fear  of pregnancy becomes a n  obsessson- 
all these a re  the tnstruwzents by whzch blandly prolsfic nature destroys courage and mahes death, m the 
eyes of many mothers stzll young, seem ~n jn t t e ly  more dessrable than lafe 

Can Support NO More iul, although I haven't found a n y t h ~ n g  tha t  saved me 
~ ~ l ~ f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  yet Wont  you wn te  and tell me your remed~es I am 

llvlng In constant fear every day 
Now I am wr~ t lng  t o  personally and see ~f you can help 

me out I am a woman of 24 and have had seven chlldren 
onely three a re  llvelng the oldest IS, 7 and he 1s the first Fruitless Ferftl~ty 
one I have had twenes When I marryed my we~ght  was West Vlrg~nla 
125 and now I ~ 1 e g h  98 pound and am very weake and I feel as  ~f I were wrltlng t o  a real trlend In deed and 
out of health I caln't even take care of my children lrke nead I am writing to for help as I feel that In deed 
I ought t o  When the third babcy was borne the mllk yours 1s a great  work I live In a small mlnlng town and 
d r ~ e d  UP so I can't nurse my baby m t h  breast and J~~~ even ,n this small town there are many famllys ~t 1s a 
a s  soone as I get UP frome bed I 45 day and after tragedy to  see many who would be glad t o  not have any 
15 day I get  In family way again all together ~t Is 60  day more chlldren for a few years a s  they have 3 and 4 so 
after  confincmcnt but lt 1s so hard t o  keep frome small they cannot take proper care of them and are  all 
my husband the 45 that we quarreled* but If the poor people I marned In April 1921 a t  the age of 17 
sooner I would get  In family And I was and ln Aprll 11, 1922 I had an  8 pound boy born t o  me 
get the book because they had told me tha t  In the book at thls was in labor 38 hours and had t o  be put  t o  sleep 
I could get some lnformatlon of how to  avoid So and the chlld takcn ~t was not developed rlght In side 
children and another thing Is husband gets onley $3 50 the D r  d ~ d  not thlnk it would have had any mlnd are  
a day t o  support 5 In f a m l l ~  and my causes ever walked ~t dled In 24 hours af ter  blrth all due t o  mls- 
every Year and this last Year I have had abortion but conception In May 1923 I had a n  8 pound g ~ r l  who has 
this last one I was sick I husband dead never been well and had t o  be weaned yound because my 
or  me a l~ve  can't support mor children than we have 1~1th milk lsent good iqov 1924 1 had 3% months mlscar- 
h ~ s  salay so I have cone t o  you and see lf You can helpe rlage and now 4% months pregnant agaln and I am so 
me out please excuse my wntlng because I am never uneasy I dont know what t o  do a s  I am a f r a ~ d  ~t will be 
and just  u p  frone bed hke my first one I feel some t ~ m e s  a s  lf I would rather  

d ~ e  than suffer arraln a s  I d ~ d  then so please help me a s  

In Constant Fear 
- 

I do not want any more chlldren for  a whlle af ter  thls 
one and always I mU be your grateful fnend 

Ohlo 

I am comlng t o  you fo r  adv~ce  Please, please help me 
I am a large woman I we~gh 220 Ibs I have four llttle 
chlldrcn my last two bab~es  are only 15 months apar t ,  
the one 1s 21 months, the other is 6 mos I was left m t h  
mllk leg after  thls last baby was born and I am not able 
a t  t ~ m e s  t o  be on my feet, so you know I have somethlng 
on my hands And we have many llttle debts t o  pay and 
the debt for my last  two bab~es, bestdes a couple large 
doctor bllls when we all had the flu, and Mrs  Sanger, I 
dont know how we would ever get through ~f I would get  
pregnant agaln The  doctor told my mother-tn-law tha t  
~f I got  pregnant agaln and m t h  thls leg of mlne tha t  I 
would know somethlng I never knew before It seems a s  
though I get  pregnant 80 easy, and yet I thmk I am care- 

A Tubercular Family 
Oh10 

You are  n g h t  In saylng t ha t  women should be Informed 
on thls subject But  how IS one t o  find out when physlclans 
ml1 not glve out  such tnformat~on? 

My husband 1s a dlsabled soldler who contracted tuber- 
culos~s from belng gassed, and I have one cl111d of two 
years who lnherlted the dlsease Las t  year I agaln be- 
came pregnant and s~mply  d ~ d  not dare t o  bring another 
dchcate chlld Into the world As a consequence, 1 spent 
a long t ~ m e  In the hosp~ta l  and nearlv lost my llfe I was 
so dlsappolnted not t o  find anv defin~te lnformatlon m 
your book, but I do beg of you t o  reply t o  thls letter 
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Three Children at Seventeen 
Maryland 

I am comlng t o  you for help, so please help me, a poor 
young woman I am a young woman of seventeen years 
and I have three small ch~ldren, the first IS 295 the second 
IS lyi and the thlrd 1s 3 months old, and mar r~ed  a t  only 
14 years old and dont know what t o  do I work so hard 
tha t  I am almost dead Thlnklng Woman and the New 
Race was a book tha t  tells how to  dont have ch~ldrcn, I 
sent for ~t I read t t  but I dont see anythlng about how 
to  don't have chlldren, so I am comlng t o  you for help 

A Rift Between Husband and Wzfe 
South Dakota 

I sent for  a copy of your magazlne and found tha t  ~t 
was very lnterestlng and feel t ha t  I must wnte  you t o  see 
tf you can help me In any way I am a young woman 
twenty-one years old and mar r~ed  a man th~rty-one W e  
have onlv been marned three years and have two l ~ t t l e  
bab~es  alreadv, they are  only thlrteen months a p a r t  Each 
t ~ m e  after  blrth I am always very nervous and slckly and 
can hardly get  around t o  do my housework and care for 
my bab~es too I would l ~ k e  you t o  adv~se  me what t o  do  
t o  prevent from havlng any more so soon, a s  I would 
rather d ~ e  than have another I am trytng t o  keep awaj  
from my husband a s  much a s  I can but ~t causes h ~ m  t o  
be quarrelsome wtth me all the tlme and t t  makes h ~ m  
thlnk tha t  I dont care for  h ~ m  If he sleeps m t h  me he 
bothers me every n ~ g h t  H e  doesn't seem t o  thlnk tha t  I 
cant stand ~t My last baby IS a puny, slckly l ~ t t l e  thlng 
all the t ~ m e  and doesnt seem t o  grow a btt The  doctor 
says ~t 1s because ~t was too soon after the other one was 
born tha t  I hadnt gamed my strength back yet I have 
t ned  everything tha t  other ones have told me about, but  
they all fall t o  do much good Bestdes my poor health 
we are too poor t o  take good care of such a large famlly, 
so please help me before I glve u p  entlrely 

Unwelcome 
Blame 

I have recently recovered from a second abor t~on w~th-  
In a year, because I was unsuccessful In the use of the 
only prelcntlve I know about, and I am very anxlous to 
have you hclp me to keep from gett lng pregnant I have 
one chlld, nine years of age, and I am twenty-seven, and 
as I am not finnnc~ally able t o  have any more chlldren, 
and as I am not In love wtth my husband, I wlll not have 
any morc, so I have gone through two operat~ons t o  avo~d  
~t If I cver marry agaln and have someone who can pro- 
vide a good home and edurat~on for a chlld, I m ~ g h t  con- 
slder h ~ v ~ n g  one more, but under the present c o l ~ d ~ t ~ o n s ,  
~t would he a sln to have one, and I shall refuse to have 
any intercourse w ~ t h  my husband unless I can find some 
safe way to  prevent concept~on, for  abort~ons a re  surely 
InJUrIOUS 

A Father in Discouragement 
Pennsvlvan~a 

Please pardon me for wr~ t lng  thls t o  you, not knowlng 
what trouble thls may cause you But I real~ze tha t  you 
are  a frlcnd of human~ty  If people would sce w ~ t h  your 
hght, the world would be healthful I am a father and 
husband of my w~fc-father of 6 c l~~ ld ren  In 5 years, two 
of them Ilv~ng, and t u o  sets of twlns born prematurely 
The  first was SIX months and the second, sevcn months, 
all dcad These two l~vlng  ch~ldrcn, they are slck In the 
first year, and my w~fc, she IS very poorly, and had t o  
nurse the last baby on the bottle She do not have mllk 
for ~t And I am forclgner and poor coal mlncr, and my 
-arnlngs 1s not verv good for all t h ~ s  cxpenscs what comc 
on us I fcel so bad about evcrqthlng what comes on us, 
and w r ~ t e  t o  ask you t o  send mc lnformatlon for us Please 
do not tell me I am fore~gner, not worthy hclp from you, 
but help me for God's sake t o  prevent h a ~ l n g  any more 
trouble, a s  we have already 

Despair 
The "Denver Post" featured the followzng story 

Mabel Ward never wrote the Amencan Bzrth Con- 
trol League Hers zs the type of letter thnt zs wnt-  
ten when hope of  relzef zs gone Hundreds of the 
mothers who wnte to Bfrs Sanaer for relzef nre on 
the verge of acceptzng Mabel's solutzon of tltar 
problems 

Mrs Mabel Ward,  mfe  of George Ward ,  a laborer 
employed by a local transfer company, turned on all the 
gas  burners tn the stove of her k~tchcn and took her own 
hfe and the ltves of her three small chlldren 

The  mother's body was found In a cham In the k~tchcn  
The  three tots  were all dead In thew beds m an  aajolrung 
room 

There were two small boys, aged three and four years, 
and a baby, Lorraine, 16 months old 

The  mother's note, found lylng on the k~tchcn  table, 
~ n d ~ c a t e d  tha t  she had chosen the "cas~est way" t o  end 
her struggle agalnst poverty and want 

She was about t o  become a mother for  the fourth tlme, 
her note lnd~cated 

Following IS her note 
"Well, folks, I guess you thlnk I am no t  happy, but  

I am F o r  a few days I have had what I wanted for the 
first t ~ m e  In my l ~ f e  It's awful t o  be poor, and worse t o  
have chlldren and no way t o  take care of them, and I 
made u p  my m~nd-no' There would have been another 
one before long Don't blame George 

"He has always done the best he could, but he was u p  
agalnst t t  l ~ k e  me P u t  tn the world t o  work-no educa- 
t ~ o n ,  no tralnlng Nothlng t o  do but work l ~ k e  dogs 

"I don't thlnk I m u  have any worse hell In the place 
where I am golng MABEL " 
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Worklng Mothers Demand couldn't help b e ~ n g  glad t h a t  her mother d~dn' t  know any- 
thing about Blr th Control Then there were two dyed-~n- 

Birth Control the-wool ~ o c ~ a h s t s  who m a ~ n t a ~ n e d  tha t  B ~ r t h  Control 
was wholly a matter of economics, t ha t  ~t would not be 

I N  Equal filghts. Crystal Eastman writes of the needed ln the co-operat~ve commonwealth Thls  was d ~ s -  
Brlttsh Labor Women's conference at B1rmlng- posed of by an  earnest young mother, who sald "Even 

hamy of the character of the and the 1, the co-operatlve commonwealth, ~f ~t ever comes, I 
splrlt In which made their dem.md Birth think a woman will want t o  choose her t ~ m e  and dec~de 
Control She answers effectlvely the question how many " Then the debate was closed for  lack of fur- 
whether the really poor want Birth Control ther opposit~on, and the resolut~on was c a r r ~ e d  wlth not  

Thls was a genulne work~ng-class convent~on, she more than SIX dlssentlng votes 
wntes Certarnly no more than 100 of the 860 present 
were "~ntellectuals," and there a re  no people In the world 
SO little t nh~b~ ted  by respectability, SO little oppressed by More Comment on the S ~ x t h  International 
them own self-~mportance, so httle burdened w ~ t h  hypoc- HANKS t o  the E t h ~ c a l  Sess~on of the lnternat~onal  
nsy,  and therefore so laughter-lov~ng, a s  the Br~ t r sh  T conference, t o  whlch the clergy were asked by specla1 
working class 731 were sent t o  Blrmlngham t o  represent lnvltat~on, many rel~glous magazines reported and com- 
women's sect~ons of the Labor P a r t y  Of these the vast mented on the conference Not the least among these was 
bulk were work~ng-class housewives, wlves and mothers Amcnca, the Roman Cathollc weekly, In whose pages 
for whom there 1s no servant problem because there 1s D a v ~ d  Goldstem called a t ten t~on t o  the dangeious spread 
no servant of the propaganda for Blrth Control a s  illustrated by  

One needed 'gures to know this It was enough the 11st of world-mde au thon t~es  whose names appeared 
to look at them-here and there an eager pale young face on the conference program The  Protestant penod~cals  
and pretty home-made but then and commented equally on the hlgh standing of Blr th Control 
of the beaten-lookmg that make your heart ache but felt none of the alarm expressed by the Cathol~c  theo- 
for the poverty of a poverty hard On loglans Among the best accounts of the proceedings are  

Years of struggle with '1'' and '01' and low those In chnsttan work  (N Y 1, ~h~ Contt-t (N Y 1, 
wages was written on pale unhealthy faces, In them which heads Its story L ' A ~ ~  the church to w o r k  for a 
battered-looking bodies and rough misshapen hands, In B~~~~~ R ~ ~ ~ , "  unaty and the ~~~~~~~~l~~~ ~~~d~~ 
thew old thlck, dark and dreary clothes I heard "The conference, says Unaty, "proved once for all t ha t  
these dls~ose Birth gusts and gales Birth Control Is neither a fad nor a fanatlclsm, but  one 
of laughter of the greatest and most pressrng of all movements fo r  

When the first opponent rose, a n  unmistakable splnster human welfare and happiness " 
of fifty o r  slxty, a Cathollc and Soc~ahs t  of the old school, The Un,oersahst Leader, under the head U N ~ ~  R~~~ 

began laugh'% protest before she 'peak Sulclde but  Race Selectlon," gives a sympathetic account 
"What does she know about l t2" ''Where 1s her wedding and ends, '<The great hope of the future lies I,, the actlve 
ring?" were the frank but not unkind comments to be Interest whlch members of the med~cal  profess~on have 
distlngulshed In the uproar But  the old lady won a taken In the conference,, 
laugh of her own when she appealed t o  the cha~rman t o  
"please control her Blrth Controllers" The  delegates Some of the med~cal revlews reported the sessions, not- 

settled down in amused sllence and hstened whlle she de- ably Amerccan Medccane and The Medccal World, but  the 
actlve Interest whlch ~t aroused among med~cal  men IS nounced Blrth Control a s  "a crlme agalnst God and 

human~ ty  " But when she called ~t an  ~ n s ~ d ~ o u s  Issue whlch shown best not only In the number who attended the con- 

would spht  the Labor Par ty ,  they burst out  agaln and 
traceptlve sesslon, but In those who have come o r  wntten 

she had t o  s ~ t  down t o  the headquarters of the Amencan B ~ r t h  Control 
League slnce then, or  who attended the meetlngs In many 

"I am a Catho11c9 too," a stout states held for  D r  Cooper as  a result of the conference 
chmblng on t o  her chaw, "and a good Cathollc And I 
want t o  say tha t  the Catholics better be honest They 
a r e  all practlclng Birth Control lf they've got  the In- THE CASE F O R  CHANCE PARENTHOOD 
format~on I am the mother of t1.1rteen chhdren, but I A True  D ~ a l o g s e  
wouldn't be ~f I'd known what t o  do The  lnformatlon 
came t o  me too late Yes, thank God, ~ t ' s  too l a t e o r  a t  WOMAN ''What are you selling tha t  dirty sheet forr"  

least I hope so"  Thls set them off agaln There was a KITTY MARION (holdlng up  the BIRTH CONTROL RE- 
sent~mental  speech about a gardener who would not s top VIEW) "So tha t  poor women and slck women can have 
plantlng roses because the water supply was cut off Thls clinlcs where they can learn how t o  prevent concept~on " 
caused some amusement, as  d ~ d  the protest of the woman WOMAN "YOU make me sick Slnce p r o h ~ b l t ~ o n  came 
who s a ~ d  she was the tenth child m her f a m ~ l g  and she In we haven't been able t o  find a s t r ay  chlld t o  adopt"  
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Citizens and Christians of Quality 
S W E D E N B O R G I A N  pastor IS the most A recent churchman to urge support of Blrth 

Control on ethical grounds A t  the convention of 
that sect whlch was held thls summer a t  Cinc~nnatl, 
on June 17th, the Rev Paul Dresser of Bath (Me ) 
urged the general councll of hls church to take its 
stand for Blrth Control The Clncinnatl Tzmea- 
Star glves the substance of Mr  Dresser's address 

' 

"God only knows how many hundreds of thousands, ~f 
not m~lhons, of chlldren are born every year," the Rev 
Mr Dresser's paper declared, "of whom it could truth- 
fully be sa~d ,  hke Judas, 'it had been good for them if 
they had not been born' 

"It 1s the man~fest r ~ g h t  of every chlld to be well born 
In thls world We deplore the fact that untold rnlll~ons 
are denled this fundamental r~gh t ,  and we are bound to 
a d m ~ t  that something is wrong 

"The laws of many countries, ~nclud~ng our own, and 
the laws and teachings of the C h r ~ s t ~ a n  church, favor the 
product~on of many chlldren The State wants c~tlzens 
as such, regardless of thew lndlmdual worth, and the 
church everywhere works for numbers Ne~ther State nor 
church cares for quahty In membersh~p In  the scramble 
for numbers ~t has been overlooked or Ignored that the 
worst evils, both clvil and rel~g~ous, acute and chron~c, 
are due to over-product~on of the human klnd That a 
hlgh percentage of crlme 1s due to arrested development 
1s man~festly emdent, and that an equally h ~ g h  percentage 
of arrested development is due to bad natal and post- 
natal cond~tions should be equally evident, but ne~ther 
State nor church has as yet shown a dlspos~t~on to go t o  
the bottom of the matter, however plainly the finger 
points " 

"Procreat~on of chlldren 1s not the only object of mar- 
nage Marnage Itself, In ~ t s  punty,  1s the preclous jewel 
of the Chnst~an rellgon, and 1s heaven on earth Hus- 
band and wife are In a love which urges to "one flesh," 
and whlch finds satisfact~on In the corresponding expres- 
81031 " 

An Ideal race of people can be attalned only by reduc- 
mg the number of chtldren that are brought into the 
world, the speaker declared 

"And how 1s the number of chlldren to be reduced 
among the poor and uneducated?" he asked "Certa~nly 
not by the repression of the sex lnstlnct That would be 
utterly imposs~ble In the first place, and, In the second 
place, ~t would be detr~mental to health and morals Ad- 
m~tt lng that the knowlcdge of the scient~fic means of 
B ~ r t h  Control would be abused In some cases, what solu- 
t ~ o n  IS there whlch would not have ~ t s  abuse? Is there any 
solut~on whlch would not have more abuses than Blrth 
Control? If it comes down to a cho~ce between evlls, let 
us by all means choose the lesser ev~l  

"Let the alm of the State be not numbers, but cltlzens 
61 quahty-phys~cally, mentally and morally Let the 

alm of the church be not numbers, but Chrlstlans of 
quahty-mentally, morally and spiritually As In the 
great war ~t was not Germany, breedlng hke rabbits, that 
won, but France, a nat~on practicing Blrth Control So, 
in the future, that na t~on  or that people wlll more nearly 
serve the end of creation whlch shall think most of ~ t s  
chlldren, glvlng them the herltage whlch IS them right 

"Let the new church take ~ t s  stand for a 'new race of 
well-born children' In the hope and faith that when that 

.race shall amve, she may be able to say, 'Thls 1s the 
generation of them that seek Him, that seek thy face, 
0 Jacob ' " 

Though the fundamentallst group in the Councll 
denounced M r  Dresser's point of mew, there were 
not wantlng llberals who considered that it "marked 
a forward step m the recognition by the church of 
progressive sociology " 

"THE WAIL OF THE WELL" 

Johnnie Jones has lost a leg 
Fannie's deaf and dumb 
Mane has epllept~c fits 
Tom's eyes are on the bum 
S a d e  stutters when she talks 
Mabel has T B 
Morrls 1s a splend~d case of lrnbeclhtj 
Bllly Brown's a truant 
And Harold 1s a th~ef 
Gwendolyn 1s a mllllonalre 
And Gerald 1s a fool 
So everyone of these darn kids 
Goes to a specla1 school 
They have spec~ally nlce teachers 
And specla1 thlngs to wear 
And specla1 t ~ m e  to play In 
And specla1 klnd of air 
They've specla1 lunches right In school 
While I, ~t makes me wild, 
I haven't any spec~alt~es, 
I'm just a normal chlld 

MAY AYAES In The Traanrng School Bullets~ (London) 

I n  supplyrng the men for the carnage of a battlefield, 
women have not merely lost actually more blood, and gono 
through a more acute angursh and weariness, an thr 
months of bearang and tn the final agony of chald-barth, 
than has been experzenced by the men who cover at, but, 
in the months of reartng that follow, the women of the raca 
go through a long, pataently endured strarn whtch no 
knapsacked soldaer on hts longest march has ever more 
than equaled, whale, even an the matter of death, tn aU 
cavtltzed socaettes, the probability that the average woman 
roll1 dze an chtld-birth as ammearureably greater than tha 
probabaltty that the average malr wdl dw an bat tk-  
OLIVE SCHEEINEB 
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Book Reviews 
A Renew by Frank S C Wzcke A Revlew by Nalbro Bartley 

POPULATION AND T H E  SOCIAL PROBLEM, by STORIES AND ESSAYS BY MRS HAVELOCK 
J Sw~nburne, F R S The Macm~llan Co , New York ELLIS Pubhshed pr~vately by the Free Splnt  

Press, Berkeley He~ghta, New Jersey 
SWINBURNE, In h ~ s  "Populat~on and the Soc~al J . Problem" nghtly regards the stress of populatlon as  WITH sympathetic prefaces and remlnlscences by 

the fundamental fact In sociology, and asserting that thls Charles Manott, George Ives, Mrs Cllfford Bax 
fact has ncver been reallled by S O C I O ~ O ~ I S ~ S ,  makes good and F W Stella Browne, as well as notes by Havelock 
the deficiency In thls volume The econom~st, too, comes Ellis, these two small volumes of bfrs Havelock Elhs' 
under 111s condemnat~on for ~ g n o r ~ n g  thls baslc fact sto'nes and essays make a unlque contr~butron to today's 

He glves Malthus cred~t  for being the first to show literature Perhaps the presence of vlslon 1s the one 
that no phrlanthrop~c project has any poss~b~lrty of suc- quality which her friends and husband agree In ascrlblng 
cess unlcss ~t 1s based on apprec~at~on of the Law of to Edith Ellis, that great-hearted, dauntless, slncere 
Populat~on, but '&the powers of ~ntellectual darkness were woman who believed "the dangerous people are  the dull, 
to the front as now, the clergy tcachlng that the doctrlne the self-satisfied, the Indolent people " 
was ~nconslstcnt w~th the goodness of God They s a ~ d  we Her  short stones possess both charm and character 
were told to be fru~tful and mult~ply, and used their pre- analysis, but ~t is her personal lmpresslons of Fdward 
tended acqua~ntance w~th the w~shes of the Almlghty to Carpenter, James Hlnton, Havelock Ellls, Ollve Schrelner, 
prevcnt the spread of any knowledge that m~ght  be good Oscar Wllde, Ellen Key and Frederlck Van Eeden whlch 
for man " prove Mrs Ellis' talent for apprec~at~ng and applau&ng 

Swlnburne recognizes that not only the first cause of the talents of others 
povertv and dlstress 1s populatlon pressure, but regards Sympathetically and always forc~bly she shows Edward 
~t as the first cause of war, though '%t does not follow Carpenter to be the man who real~zes why soclety IS in 
that war eases the pressure " pnson-and hls proposed way of escape, James Hlnton 

If clrlllzat~on 1s overthrown, the wr~ter  bel~eves, ~t mll as foreseeing some of the wonders of the "lnevltable wcd- 
be swcpt away by "Ignorant, hungry people actlng under dlng and of punty and pass~on", Havelock Ellis as the 
the keen stress of populatlon pressure, as has happened "faun and the Chrlst In thls student of woman's natures " 
over and over agaln In the past ,  the difference belng that She desenbes Ollve Schrelner as the pass~onately vehement 
the hungry masses m11 not be outs~de peoples, but our iconoclast crylng out that freedom IS everything and 
own proletar~at and poorer classes Inflamed by soc~allsts Oscar Wllde as a "fine frenzy set agalnst average Ideals 
and other demagogues " and commonplace plat~tudes " Her lnterpretat~on of 

Swlnburne holds that ~t 1s populat~on pressure that Ellen Key IS as a seer of the evolut~on of the woman move- 
postpones marnage beyond the phys~olopcal age, and 1s ment and In an uncompleted but pertinent sketch of the 
almost entlrely the cause of the scourge of prost~tutlon versatile Frederlck Van Eeden she comprehends and 
He  is confident that publlc oplnlon would do much to pralses h ~ s  struggle for a better arrangement of hfe 
brlng about a reasonable amount of famlly hnutat~on, 
condemning the "man wlth a large famlly as putting a 
burden on the commun~ty to sat~sfy hls own selfishness " A Revzera by Annze G Pomtt  
After all, he thlnls, "any advance mll be due to en- 
l~ghtened self-~nterest Llm~tatlon of famllles has long T H E  DISINHERITED FAMILY-A Plea for the En- 
been practised I t  began In the m~ddle-classes and spread dowment of the Famlly, by Eleanor Rathbone Edward 
both up and down, and ~t will gradually extend untll it Arnold and Co, London 
changes the whole of the rclatlons of soc~ety The hmlta- 
t ~ o n  of offspring and the means, form the greatest dls- P ROBABLY no book drscusslng soc~al quest~ons has 
covery man has ever made " been pubhshed slnce the war whlch has caused more 

We are continually turnlng the pages expecting to find searchlngs of heart than Eleanor Rathbone's "Dlsln- 
a stout advocacy of U ~ r t h  Control through rat~onal herlted Family" Her clcar and powerful analvsls of 
methods, but though ~t 1s everywhere mphed, lt 1s not exlstlng evlls, and her bold suggestions of remedlcs whlch 
expressly stated would mean the overturn~ng of long-accepted prlnc~plcs 

The tone of the book is unpleasant, the aathor holds make the book one of the land-marks In the femlnlst 
every convlct~on as a prejudice, he 1s ~ m p a t ~ e n t  mth those movement She holds as r~dlculous the present demand 
who d~ffer from h ~ m ,  a t  tlmes, he IS arrogant, yet he has for "a llvlng wage" based on the requirements of a famlly 
produced a work of very real value of fiv-man, mfe and three mlnor children-for the 
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f am~ly  of five 1s a figment of the ~ m a p n a t ~ o n  and such a counts w ~ t h  those who cons~der the begetting of chlldren 
hvlng wage, whlle an  ~ntolerable burden t o  Industry In a personal matter and who leave the regulat~on of thew 
Great  Bntaln, starves the w ~ f e  and children when the number t o  God's providence, as well as  w ~ t h  those who as 
famlly IS larger and demoralizes the young unmarr~ed  man qual~fied na t~onal  econom~sts declare that the earth can 
who has no one but  h~mself t o  keep nour~sh an un l~m~ted  number of people, and that  therefore 

She outhnes, Instead of the present standard wage, de- B"th Control 1s superfluous 
manded by the trade unlons, a plan under whlch women Alban shows tha t  such theories are not tenable The  
and chlldren would be recognized as ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l s ,  not mere begetting of children 1s not only a personal, 1s a social 
appanages of the male workers, and she shows that, ~f an  questlo", and a question of vital lm~ortance,  and all sari- 

Industry make full provlslon for all such ~nd lv~dua l  wlves gU1ne theories of the earth's unllmlted nourlshlng power 

and chlldrcn, ~t would have t o  hear a very much l~gh te r  e1ther crlmlnal s~cculat lons or naive ~hantas les  As 

burden than under the system of a llvlng regards Sweden, s ta t~s t lcs  show tha t  she has not suffic~ent 

for  a famlly of f ive-pa~d t o  boys just attalnlng thew dwelllngs can she properly nourish the Present gcn- 
full work~ng status, unmarrlcd men and men w ~ t h  only eratlon, and theref0re the only lntelllgent thing to do ls 

1 one or  two depcndcnts, a s  wcll a s  t o  the man who has four, Prevent the unlimited Increase the population 

five or  SIX mlnor chlldren The  enl~ghtened anclent clv1117atlon recognlred tha t  the 

MISS Rathbone takes careful note of the objection tha t  l lm~ ta t~on  or  regulat~on of the number of chlldren was 

m ~ g h t  be made t o  a scheme of chlld endowment, t ha t  the necessary for  the healthy development of the human fam- 

blrth rate  would be too greatly st~mulated She polnts 'Iy The  author~ties of these states themselves took meas- 
ures In that  dlrect~on, whereas the states of today attempt out that  unless the child's p o r t ~ o n  were wrongfully ap- 

p rop r~a t ed  by one or  other parent, there would be no t o  prevent Blrth Control Alban finds Swed~sh laws both 
harmful and Ineffectwe, harmful because they prevent the tcmptatlon t o  have chlldren for the sake of the larger 
effectlve regulat~on of populat~on Increase, and lneffectlve payments t ha t  would come t o  the f am~ly  She c ~ t e s  the 
because broken by the enl~ghtened pa r t  of the populat~on well-known fact t ha t  ~t IS the poor and hopeless tha t  breed 

most prohfically and tha t  w ~ t h  an  advance In comfort and The latter part of pamphlet ls devoted to meth- 

well-bang, the b~r th- ra te  falls Her  general conclus~on 1s ods contrace~tlon This w'" be partlcularly 
tha t  "dlrect provlslon p a ~ d  t o  the mother would ralse the to who suffer most 

standard of the poorer wage-earners, and tha t  an  orderly 'gnorance of sex matters The last chap- 

and self-respectlng llvlng 1s the best cure for Indlscnml- ters with the questtons stenllzatlOn and abortion, 

nate and dysgenlc breedlng 9% T h e  pages on the connec- qUestlons which must be answered Abor- 

t ~ o n  bctween the b~r th- ra te  and chlld-welfare and famlly tion he does not condemn under conditions Says he 

comfort a re  well worth the careful attention of all stu- "P'eve~tlon 'gal's' unwanted Pregnancy Is better than 

dents of these questions They e v e  MISS Rathbone's book but abortion Is better than chlld murder " 
a r~gh t fu l  place on the shelves of the Bmth Control The  pamphlet 1s written a dlgnlfied style, free from 

bbrary all tha t  could offend decency It was written t o  brlng 
l ~ g h t  Into the darkness surrounding the dogmas and laws 
which govern sex life and t o  awake Interest in Blrth Con- 

Translatzon of a Swedzsh Revtew trol, which the author belleves t o  be "the greatest quest~on 
of our time, and of all tunes " 

B I R T H  CONTROL, Theoret~cal  and Practical By 
Eugene Alhan Sweden 

A Revzew by Anne Kennedy 

T H E  darkness w ~ t h  whlch the sex quest~on and the love 
l ~ f e  of manklnd have u p  t o  the last two generat~ons 

been surrounded, 1s beglnn~ng to glve place t o  the l ~ g h t  
of day The  Ignorance on t h ~ s  quest~on whlch IS as  grea t  
as  ~t 1s destructive, must now make way for  an enhghten- 
ment wh~ch IS ever spreading In w~der  circles among the 
people Among those, who In Sweden have contr~huted 
towards spread~ng the newest dlscover~es and lnvent~ons 
most w~dely among the people 1s Eugene Alban 

N ~ l s  Adamsson's pamphlet on Blrth Control d ~ d  much 
to  overcome anc~ent  prejudices and superstlt~ons In re- 
spect t o  sex 11fe F o r  ~ t s  lmportancc we can call Alban's 
present pamphlet "the sex-hyg~ene cateeh~sm " It IS a 
fundamental, concentrated, abr~dged presentation of the 
populat~on quest~on, a sharp rebuke and settllng of ac- 

"HURRICANE," a P lay  By Olga Petrova Fou r  Seas 
Company, Boston, Mass 

I N the openlng of thls play the whole panorama of the 
slavery of motherhood 1s laid bare ~n the most v~vid  

and convlnclng manner 
On a wlnd swept ranch In Texas, a Pollsh famlly, where 

women folk bear chlldren year af ter  year, cook, clean, 
feed stock, work In the fields, under the brutal domlnatron 
of the father  and husband, 1s glven dramatlc treatment 

The  daughter's f l~gh t  t o  the tenderloin dlstnct  of Kan- 
sas Clty and then on t o  a successful career In New York 
is all lnc~dental t o  the maln issue--the slavery of women 

Olga Petrova has  ded~cated t h ~ s  play in  book form t o  



Margaret  Sanger because ~t 1s filled w ~ t h  the t r a q c  
mlsery of woman's Ignorance 

The  story of the rebelllous and a m b ~ t ~ o u s  s p t r ~ t  of 
Illyena g r ~ p s  the ~ m a g ~ n a t ~ o n  and thrills the reader, untll 
the last act  when Illyena has t o  pay  She pays a s  women 
so often pay w ~ t h  thetr fondest dreams unfulfilled 

As a play "Hurricane" IS a great  d r a m a t ~ c  success 
I n  book form it should have even a w~der  Influence 

BOOKS RECEIVED 
From Llpplncott (Phlladelphla) POPULATION PBOB- 

LEMS, by Edward Byron Reuter 
From A & C Bonl YOUNG MISCHIEF AND THE PER- 

aEcT PAIR, by Hugh de Sellncourt $2 00 
From the Hogarth Press (London) COLLECTED 

PAPERS, by Slgmund Freud, Vol I 21 Sh 
From E P Dutton and Co , New York Quo VADIMUS, 

by E E Fourn~e r  d'Albe $1 00 
From Harvard  Untvers~ty Press GENETICS AND 

EUGENICS, by W E Castle 
From E P Dutton and C o ,  New York SEX AND 

CIVILI~ATION, by Paul  Bousfield 
From Unlverslty of North Carohna Press ROADS TO 

SOCIAL PEACE, by E A ROSS 
From Macmlllau Company, New York SOCIAL ORIGINS 

AND SOCIAL COMMUNITIES, by Alfred Marston Tozzer 
From Charles Scr~bners  Sons, New York WHAT AILS 

OUR YOUTH, by Geo A Coe 
From T Y Crowell T r r ~  SCIENCE OF BIOLOGY, by 

George G Scott  
From F ~ s h e r  Unmn (London) THE LAW OF BIRTHS 

AND DEATHS, by Charles Edward Pell 
From U S House of Representattves, Washington, 

D C THE NARCOTIC PERIL, by the Hon Walter  F Alne- 
beyer 

From A & C Bom, New York THE C B A ~  FOOL, by 
Donald Ogden Stewart 

From Oxford Unlvers~ty Press POPULATION, by A M 
Carr  Saunders 

Frolr  Mlnton Balch & C o ,  New York THE DECLINE 
OF MAN, by Stanton A Coblentz 

From World Book Co , Chlcago CIVIC SOCIOLOGY, by  
Edward Alsworth Ross $1 80 

From Macmlllan Company, New York A YEAR OF 

PROPHESYIXG, by H G Wells 
From H Jenklns (London) WOMAN IN WORLD 

HISTORY, by E M W h ~ t e  
From Macmtllan Company, New York MODERN MAR- 

RIAGE, by Paul  Popenau 
From the Author (Padua,  I ta ly)  IL CONTROLLO DELLE 

NASCITE, by Corrado G l n ~  
From American Soc~olog~cal  Soc~ety,  Chlrago TIKE 

TREND OF POPULATION Volume XVI I I  of Pub l~ca t~ons  
From B W Huebsch, New York INDIA IN WORLD 

POLITICS, by Taraknath  Das 
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From the Author A NATURE MYSTIC'S CLUE, by 
Dmght Goddard 

From Amer~can-Engltsh L~ te r a tu r e  Soc~ety,  New York 
THE MARRIAGE OF TWO NATIOXS, by Saxby Vouler Pen- 
fold 

From E P Dutton, New York WHAT I BELIEVE, by 
Bertrand Russell $1 00 

From L~ t t l e ,  Brown and Company, Boston S O ~ N D I N G ~ ,  
by A Hamtlton G ~ b b s  $2 00 

Civilization and Straight Thinking 

C IVILIZATION t o  continue, needs some very s t r a ~ g h t  
thlnklng on the pa r t  of t ts  “addicts'" 

Look a t  the facts before us In thls S ta te  
Two bills have been presented t o  the present Leg~sla-  

ture, but not passed, whlch, even tf we do  not approve of 
them, do arouse new conslderat~ons a s  t o  the control of 
populat~on and the character of our c~v thza t~on  t o  come 

J u s t  what a re  we runnlng Into In the generat~ons 
ahead? 

If the l n s t~ tu t~ons  In thls S ta te  were bullt up  t o  a capa- 
c ~ t y  t o  fully care for those who have become Sta te  
charges, f o r  reasons mental, phys~cal  o r  moral, we are  
assured ~t would take almost half the entlre revenue on 
whlch we depend t o  run the S ta te  tn all ~ t s  branches' 

T h ~ s  lrrespons~ble class, of those who do not fit Into 
our clvthzatlon for  one reason or  another, 1s increasing 
f a r  more rapldly than the class of sane, ~ndustnous,  self- 
supporting and self-respect~ng cltlzens 

I s  ~t lllog~cal t o  foresee a t ~ m e  when the burden WIU be- 
come top-heavy-when the unfit will exceed the fit In the 
race and thew burden upon soc~ety become Intolerable 

Looklng a t  ~t In thls way, are not some measures for 
control not only loglcal but a necess~ty? 

Very recently a student of soc~ology has sent out  a call 
for  bralns t o  marry y o u n e t h a t  In some way thls s tar t-  
ltng excess of the sub-mental, sub-moral type shall be met 

W ~ t h o u t  thought, w~thout  care, wtthout vlslon the sub- 
normal are reproductng themselves upon the S ta te  whlle 
the educated, the thoughtful, the respons~ble In type is 
walttng t o  assume famlly cares unttl able t o  car ry  them 
Independently and well 

The  sltuatlon 1s one whlch statecraft cannot much 
longer lgnore The  Sta te  IS carrylng thousands of wards 
who a t  large would be a menace t o  soc~ety and yet who tf 
guarded agalnst reproduct~on could l ~ v e  them useful, help- 
ful, self-supporttng hves outside the walls of S ta te  1nst1- 
t u t ~ o n s  

We are not dlscuss~ng bllls now we are  dlscusslng facts, 
such facts a s  our leadlng medlcal psych~atr ls ts  have put  
before us ttme and agaln 

The  condlt~ons are r ap~d ly  becomlng so complex, econ- 
omlcally and soctally, tha t  we wlll be compelled t o  do the 
s t r a ~ g h t  thlnktng wh~ch clvlllzat~on needs -Sumnut, 
( N  J ) Herald and Record 
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PERIODICAL NOTES 

In August Scdncr's, Professor E M East  wntes of 
Sex and Hered~ty, a clear and lnterestlng ar t~cle  on the 
b~ologcal facts on whlch eugenlcs is based 

In 1923 we were los~ng more mothers In chlld-blrth than 
In 1915 After seven years progress In local publ~c health 
work and a t  least two year's educahonal work under the 
federal act for the protect~on of maternity, our maternal 
mortal~ty rate has not gone down, but has steadlly and 
substant~ally Increased In  the B ~ r t h  Repstra t~on Area 
of the Un~ted States as a whole, accord~ng to the figures 
of the Children's Bureau, the rate of 1916 was 6 1, of 
1923 ~t was 6 7 What was true of the area and the per~od 
as a whole 1s true of almost every year and of each of the 
31 states In the area Almost every year In every one of 
these states shows a rlse The except~ons for lndlvldual 
years In lnd~vldual states are only a handful The trend 
IS steadlly upward Instead of maklng motherhood safe, 
~t 1s growlng more dangerous, and yet we allow our 
mothers to endanger them lives m thls way not once or 
tmce or three t~mes m a hfe-t~me, but agaln and agaln by 
Innumerable pregnancies year after year 

"Stump speakers for B ~ r t h  Control," says the Camden 
Port, "m~ght make cons~derable cap~tal  out of the case 
of Wllham Cavaher, who, when fourteen years of age, 
deliberately murdered h ~ s  grandmother mth whom he 
hved, and now, a t  fifteen, 1s awa~tlng sentence of death 
for murder In the first degree" Thls e d ~ t o r ~ a l  wnter 
does not belleve m Blrth Control He recommends Instead 
"marnage control" That marnage control would mean 
~n thls family "~llept~macy release" IS ~nd~ca ted  by h ~ s  
own descnpt~on of Wlll~am's fam~ly tree The grand- 
mother whom W~lham Killed, was a "hard dnnk~ng" 
woman Nothlng 1s s a ~ d  of h ~ s  mother and father, but 
three chlldren are very ev~dently defictent, a fourth 1s 
"brighter" and the other 1s too young to make defin~te 
statements about 

In  the H ~ g h  Cost of Bab~es (Atlantrc for June), Ida 
L Albr~ght answers the questlon why the m~ddle class 
famlly IS shrlnklng From ten dollars aplece as the cost 
of bnnglng herself and her a x  brothers and slsters Into 
the world the pnce had nscn, by the t ~ m e  she was a 
mother for the first t~me, t o  $135 00 Her later confine- 
ments doubled and trebbled thls amount untll after the 
thlrd she says "Though we had never a case of prolonged 
or serlous Illness In the house our savlngs st111 fell far  be- 
low what we had expended for doctors' fees " 

What ~f the spec~al~st  1s the reason that the cost of 
bab~es IS so h g h ?  Thls 1s only another slgn of the greater 

value we set on hfe and the better start  In the world we 
t ry  to offer those chlldren we do have 

Amencan Medrcrne (New York) for June has an e&- 
tonal on the program of the Commonwealth Fund for 
attacking juvenlle delinquency The program Includes 
psych~atnc study of d~fficult and delinquent chlldren m 
school and court, and Increased use of the vlslt~ng teacher 
In the homes of such chlldren It proposes to attack the 
d~sease,-not to prevent ~ t s  major cause, the large and 
poverty-str~cken fam~ly In the tenement home 

In  the Journal of Socsal Hygtene (New York) for May, 
George E Worth~ngton d~scusses compulsory sterlhza- 
t ~ o n  At the end of the 1925 lepslat~ve sess~ons 18 states 
had enacted laws, of whlch one was ~mperfectly framed 
and SIX had been declared unconst~tut~onal as vlolatlng 
the state B ~ l l  of R~ghts  In only one state had the law 
been extens~vely used, and there, ma~nly for the Insane 
and never mthout the relatives' consent Mr Worthlng- 
ton d~scusses the reasons for thls s ~ t u a t ~ o n  and the con- 
fllct of oplnlon on thls type of legslatlon and suggests a 
program of research and educat~on that should precede 
future legslat~on 

G ~ r l  bab~es are frequently smothered a t  birth, accord- 
Ing to press reports of an lntew~ew mth Knud Rasmussen, 
recently returned from Greenland Infant~clde of super- 
abundant g r l s  1s regarded as no more Important than 
the d r o m n g  of pupples 

In  the Country Gentleman (Ph~ladelph~a) R~chard T 
Ely, Dlrector of Research In Land Economics and Publlc 
Ut l l~t~es ,  d~scusses probable Increases In populat~on and 
In food product~on In the Un~ted States Professor Ely 
1s not senously alarmed for the future, but trusts t o  the 
fact that our blrth rate has slowed up  as our national 
standard of llvlng has rlsen He makes no reference to 
the relatton of B ~ r t h  Control to the lowered birth rate 

Sir A Damel Hall, wntlng In the Atlantw Monthly 
(Boston), IS less confident that thlngs are adjusting 
themselves so eas~ly From h ~ s  expert knowledge as Ch~ef 
Sc~entlfic Advlser to the Canadran Mlnlster of Agncul- 
ture he mscusses the problem of "Feeding the World" 
"We have," says he, "to face the fact that food IS becom- 
Ing scarce In relat~on to the lncreaslng populat~on of the 
world" And he po~nts  out that such sources of world 
supply as Russ~a are beglnn~ng t o  find that they must 
keep them crops for them own people He beheves that 
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the salvat~on of the future l ~ e s  In the fact  t ha t  long be- 
fore actual famlne threatens the western peoples, a t  least, 
will voluntarily 11m1t them numbers t o  a v o ~ d  belng reduced 
t o  an eastern standard of llvlng 

The  Na t~ona l  Bureau of Econom~c Research estimates 
t ha t  the population lncrease of the Unlted States durlng 
1924 represents a s l ~ g h t  slowlng u p  on the rate  of the 
prevlous five-year pe r~od  The  est~mate for  1924 shows 
114,311,000 people In the Un~ ted  States-a t ~ d y  number 
one would thlnk Meanwhile the death rate  1s golng 
down faster than the blrth rate  T o  put  ~t graphically- 
two bab~es were born last year In the Un~ ted  States for 
one person who d ~ e d  and In 1925 "probably ten bab~es 
m11 be born every two mlnutes and five persons m11 dre " 

I f  the present rate  of populat~on lncrease had been 
ma~ntalned throughout the Chrlstlan e ra  the whole popu- 
l a t ~ o n  of the earth today could In the judgment of a 
w r ~ t e r  In the Socrolog~cal Reuewm (London) be descended 
from one couple llvlng near the end of the first century 
A D  If thls rate  1s malntalned for another thousand 
years the earth wlll contaln cons~derably more than one 
person t o  each square yard of land But In the past  
famlne and pestilence kept the rate  down Today these 
cures of "a plethora of people" have y~elded t o  sclence, 
whlch has also lengthened the average length of the In- 
dlv~dual  l ~ f e  The  death rate  1s no longer the factor  tha t  
~t was and the hope of the future l ~ e s  rn the slowing u p  
of the blrth ra te ,  otherwise through war o r  some other 
means nature will have t o  call agaln on the death rate  
t o  help "bfank~nd 1s now able t o  dec~de whlch of these 
two checks shall be apphed, one of them must be " 

From the R~chmond (Va ) Tlmea-Daspatch comes the 
following from a sermon on Hered~ ty  by the Rev Frank  
Pra t t ,  mln~ster  of the U n ~ t a r ~ a n  Church 

"There IS st111 much t o  learn about hered~ty, bu t  there 
are certaln thlngs we do know We know tha t  the feeble- 
minded, Insane and chron~c  crlmlnals produce thew klnd 
and cause a stream of mlsery and suffering t o  enter Into 
the world The  first important step, In order t o  lessen 
the grow~ng evll and mlsery, 1s the prevent~on of the blrth 
of these unfortunates by means of methods of ~solatlon 
and sterlllzat~on of those who would become fathers and 
mothers of these wards of the S ta te  The  Increased happl- 
ness of the world depends upon the wlse use of the laws 
of hered~ty The  Increased sorrow and mlsery of the world 
will result from our dlsrrgard uf tlreae laws " 

An Engl~sh  s c ~ e n t ~ s t  says the average span of life can 
be extended ea s~ ly  t o  150 years a t  a cost of 12 cents a 
head, and doubtless there are some cases In whlch the 
outlay would be warranted -Detrmt News 

Birth Control a Protection 
to  the State 

N a cons~derable number of cases, famllles whlch, II I small, would be self-supportmg, become burdens upon 
soc~ety because too many chlldren are  produced In- 
creased expense of greater  numbers IS not the only d~ffi- 
culty Assoelated s ~ k n e s s  and death, and bad llvlng con- 
dltlons a re  more potent causes of hopeless poverty Only 
parents of except~onal phgslcal, mental ond moral quah- 
t ~ e s  can keep themselves and a large famlly of chlldren 
healthy and the home decent, espec~ally In cr t~es All 
others w ~ t h  a small Income and many chlldren must recelve 
publlc help or  rear chlldren who wlll be even less hkely 
than them parents t o  found successful f a m ~ l ~ e s  

The remedy In thrs case Ires not so much m new laws 
a s  In the repeal of freak leglslat~on whlch makes it a crlme 
t o  Inform the heads of famll~es how the blrth of chlldren 
may be controlled so tha t  there shall not be so many a s  
t o  overtax the financ~al and physical resources of the 
famlly, and so tha t  they shall come a t  the t ~ m e  when they 
can best be cared for There a r e  perfectly harmless 
methods of preventing concept~on Some of these, not 
always the most harmless or  effectme, a re  famlhar t o  a 
large number of parents but are not known to  many of 
those who most need ~t Casar, the people of thls democ- 
racy, can only have h ~ s  due when thls sllly and unjust  law 
IS repealed and when, before grantlng a marnage hcense, 
the appl~cants  are fully Instructed a s  t o  how blrth can be 
effectively and healthfully controlled, thus maklng ~t pos- 
s~ble for  the famlly t o  lncrease In numbers a s  health and 
means permit, w~thout  danger of insolvency 

But many people belleve tha t  ~t 1s not r ~ g h t  t o  use con- 
traceptlve means T o  such rt can only be s a ~ d  a s  t o  
others, "Render unto Casar  the thlngs tha t  are Casar's 
and unto God the thlngs tha t  are God's" It 1s Csesar's 
due tha t  those persons t o  whom he grants  a l~cense t o  pro- 
duce ch~ldren shall take adequate care of all the chlldren 
they produce Whatever one's rellgous behefs, he owes 
a duty t o  soc~ety of properly carlng for  the chlldrcn he 
brlngs Into the world If chlldren are  comlng In such 
numbers or  so qulchly one after  the other tha t  he cannot 
malntaln proper home cond~t~ons ,  ~t is h ~ s  due t o  Csesar 
t ha t  thew comlng shall be l~mlted If he thlnks h ~ s  duty 
t o  h ~ s  God does not pe rm~t  htm tn use contracept~ve 
measures, then he should make use of other measures such 
a s  h ~ s  conscience will allow to  11m1t the numbers Others 
who do not believe ~t IS due t o  God to  refraln from such 
methods should not be forb~dden full lnformat~on as t o  
the best means-E A K ~ r k p a t n c k  In Journal  of Socual 
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OUR CORRESPONDENTS' COLUMN 

EUGENE W M B E R T  T O  FRIENDS IN AMERICA 

Pans, June 15,1925 
Prcmdent of the Amcncan Bsrth Control League 

Through our emlnent fnend, D r  W J Robinson, I 
have recelved the sum of 6,581 francs from the subscnp  
t ~ o n  whlch you so generously took up  among our eugenlc 
and Neo-Malthusian fnends In the Un~ted States I want 
t o  express my most cord~al gratitude and to ask you t o  
transm~t my thanks to the contributors who have a~ded 
and encouraged me In the struggle I am puttlng up 
agalnst the fiscal authont~es 

Harshly condemned to fine and tmpnsonment for hav- 
mg taught the poor the pract~ce of that procreatlve pm- 
dence whlch 1s now employed by the cultivated, lelsure 
classes, nuned by a class ~udgment mthout a parallel, 
vlct~ms of the hypocrisy of those who mle, I have had the 
sorrow of seelng our human~tanan cause stfled by the 
bhnd react~on of our bourgeois government 

Thanks to a scoundrelly law worthy of the penod of 
the Holy Inqu~slt~on, ~t 1s not permitted us any longer t o  
lnstruct the poor unfortunates as t o  the poss~ble regret- 
able results of thew procreatlve facult~es A silence of 
death hovers over the whole quest~on of sexuaI emanclpa- 
tlon, of contraceptlve measures, of bad heremty and of 
eugenlcs These subjects are left t o  be dealt mth  by 
abort~on, lnfanttc~de, stlll b~rths, not to speak of cel~bacy, 
p ros t~ tu t~on  and unnatural vlces Shall we return t o  
reason? It 1s poss~ble, but how much tlme lost, how many 
malmed hves? I hope mth all my heart that the torch of 
progress In human regenerat~on, whch our ploneer hands 
have held more than twenty years, will be kept ahght by 
our fnends m all natlons and mll be brought back before 
long and rel~ghted on the so11 of our darkened land 

EUGENE HUMBEBT 

A NEWSPAPER MAN ON BIRTH CONTROL 

Poughkeepsle, N Y 
Edstor. BIILTH CONTILOL REVIEW 

I wlsh to take thts opportumty of thanklng you for 
the noble work whlch you are dolng In the cause of hu- 
man~ty If the human race 1s m sore need of anyth~ng 
today that one thlng IS a better and fuller understanding 
of just what Blrth Control really means and what ~t seeks 
t o  accomphsh 

I am engaged In newspaper work and dunng more than 
thlrteen years spent In thls field I have becn brought 
face to face with hundreds of women who would not have 
been placed as they were had they but possessed a prac- 
hcal knowledge of thls sclcnce 

Durlng the earller years of my journahst~c appren- 
tlceshlp ~t was a part  of my dally routme to report pol~ce 
and court matters I cannot understand how any person 
can become In any degree famll~ar mth the h a p p e n ~ n ~ s  
In pollce circles and st111 clalm to oppose the properly 

regulated &stnbut~on of Blrth Control mformat~on. 
Our pohce courts are cont~nually filled mth  cases grow- 
mg out of the promiscuous and uncontrolled beanng of 
chlldren No one has a better opportunity of seelng and 
knomng t h s  than the newspaper man who frequents the 
courts 

In the name of these countless unfortunates who are 
dnvcn Into the courts because a pract~cal knowledge of 
Blrth Control has been denled them I urge you to push 
forward mth thls wonderful work whch you have so nobly 
and unselfishly started for the betterment of postenty 

You are a t  hberty to use my name In connection mth 
t h s  letter lf you care t o  do ~t 

Sincerely yours, 
W L DEAN 

ABORTION OR BIRTH CONTROL? 

Washmgton 
Edstor of the BIRTH CONTEOL REVIEW 

Four months ago I came to t h s  Mlss~on, and never 
dreamed of fin&ng so much trouble among women of my 
flock through clumsy abortions, halr plns, mres, nalls, 
some hornble catheters, some mehcmes, etc Recentb two 
women have been taken In an unconsc~ous con&t~on to the 
hosp~tal to be revlved They (the women) performed the 
''operat~on" on themselves 

Some openly beg me for contraceptlve measures They 
mlstmst doctors The M D's cannot do a thlng, they 
scare the women mth bornble consequences of death, 
asylum, etc 

After readlng "Some Plain Facts" about Blrth Control 
m Physscal Cdture for August, I appealed t o  ~ t s  Depart- 
ment of Informat~on for addresses where I could learn the 
truth about the grave enlgma Through them klndness 
I am able t o  wrlte you thls letter 

Please help me to help these unfortunates I don't see 
any sln In helping these women who cannot help them- 
selves, by dellvenng them from then mlsenes due t o  hor- 
nble prudery, repression and Ignorance We are not hv- 
mng In an age of Inquls~tors, Puntans, or Crusaders Poor 
people are entltled to know what 1s known to others more 
fortunate I must find the salvation so greatly needed 

Yours In brotherly helpfulness, 
(Slgned) 

M~nwter of the Gospel 

" RUMINATIN " 

Onc't I was Inside my mother and dldn't know nothln' 
My mother d~dn't tell me that, she s a ~ d  she found me In 
the cabbage patch, but Maggle told me I beheve Magee 
'cause I don't seem to look noth~n' hke a cabbage My 
mother must have some secret 'bout ~t 'cause people don't 
mind tellin' th~ngs 'less they want to keep 'em secrets She 
don't act llke we ever was one ne~ther though she loves me 
a lot I wonder ~f dlrt mlnds that flowers starts growlng 
In ~t '-From Mental Health (Baltimore) 
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News Notes Cahfornm 

UNITED STATES 
"Brrth Control IS a proper procedure, whrch IS, 

perhaps, able to create a balance between the fit 
New York and the unfit I t s  practrce would go far toward a 

solutron of the crlme problem of today " THE Clrnrcal Research Department of the Amer- This the statement of Dr George Rlrch- ican Blrth Control League has Issued rts report for 
the first qua*er of 1925 During this time 400 wey9 former warden of who 'poke to an 

women were taken care of, 38 per cent of them aud~ence of 150 before the Alameda County Btrth 
Protestant, 27 per cent Catholrc, 33 per cent Control League on July 30th D r  Harry Torrey, 
Jewrsh and 2 per cent other religions Professor of Zoology at  the Universrtv of Oregon, 

spoke a t  the same meetrng on the medtcal and bro- 
"The greatest difficulty that our department has loqrcal aspects of Birth Control Mrs John B 

met," says the report, "is getting ~ t s  source of sup- Jhwalda, vlce-pres~dent of the Alameda County 
plies 'I'hls not only affects our rmmediate work Leawe  and wrfe of the dean of the summer sesslon 
but also affects the work of the physrclans through- a t  the University of Calrfornia, llitroduced the 
out the country W e  hope to make some progress speakers, both of whom were lecturers a t  the sum- 
m gettmg the law changed to cover thls great need mer session 
Another great difficulty whrch IS trylng 1s the re- 
fusal of economlc cases, especially those young 
women about to enter marriage, whose economlc 1flln0" 
problem IS fully as great as the health problem F mtght be They desrre to marry and keep employed ROM July 4th to 6th D r  Cooper was in Chl- 
for a year or two before havlng chlldren These cago, no meetlng was held on account of the heat, 
cases we are unable to accept, much to our regret " but he vrsited the Blrth Control Clrnlc and held 

conferences mth  several local gynaecologists and 
D r  Hannah Stone who has charge of the other spec~allsts On July 7th he was rn DeKalb 

C%nlcal work of the Department has had a broad where he addressed an audtence of 53 doctors and 
tralnlng and experience wbch amply equips her nurses, who lrstened w~ th  the greatest Interest and 
for the work, lnvOlvlng as does general medical made a financial contrlbutlon toward the work of 
examlnatlon of all pat~ents as well as gynaecology the L~~~~~ 
and contraception She has been bacteriologst w ~ t h  
the New York Clty Health Department, Serolo- 

iF st Cchlefly Wasserman) a t  the Bellevue Hospltal lnd~ana 
he IS a lrcensed pharmacrst, was Interne a t  Metro- 

polltan Hosprtal for two years, dorng chrefly gvnre- I N  this state D r  Cooper mslted Indlana~olls, 
cologrcal work, was cllnrcran a t  the Lymg-m-Hos- where the final steps were taken toward arranqng 
prtal for five years and for two years a t  S t  Marks for a meeting In the fall, Loulsvllle, ICer~dallmlle 
She 1s a lecturer for the New York Tuberculosis and Warsaw A t  Loulsvllle, which plans also to 
Assoclatron and the Arner~can Socral Hygene  As- have a medical meeting in the fall, Miss Ingram 
soclat~on H e r  title 1s Cl~nical Dlrector of Neighborhood House arranged two meetlngs of 

socral workers Executrves of vanous soclal agen- Dr James Cooper' who has the of Medr- cles met for luncheon on July 20th a t  Salvatron cal Drrector of the Department, IS a graduate of 
Army headquarters and other soclal and CIVIC Boston Unrverslty Medlcal School, where he after- workers met at the public library to hear Dr 

wards lectured on gynecology and obstetrics H e  Cooper A group are plannrne to  form a leame was later Cltn~cal Instructor in these subjects m and work toward a chnlc On July 21st a 
Foochow Unron College In Foochow, Chma, re- 
turning, after rnedlcal servrce In the war, to prac- was held at  Ctty Hosprtal Though announced by 

telephone only a few hours before, this meetlng was tice In Boston H e  has speciahzed for many years attended by 39 doctors 
m contraceptron 

I n  last month's and thls month's REVIEW, we 
have glven an account of D r  Cooper'? lecture tour Kentucky 
in the west, the mlddle west and the south HIS 
dates for August and September have been post- MOREHEAD and Frankfort were vlslted by 
poned trll later In the fall, an opportunity havlng D r  Cooper and at  the latter place he addressed on 
been offered hlrn to make a trip abroad and vrsrt July 18th a keenly rnterested audlence of physl- 
the cllnlcs now In operatron m England, Holland clans belongrng to the Frankhn County Medlcal 
and other European countries Soclety 
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I N Detrolt D r  Cooper addressed a lunch meetmg 
of the Pengum Club, arranged by Mrs R LOUIS 
Gomon, and the same evenmg (July 8th) he spoke 
at  a meetmng of physlclans at  the Hotel Statler 
Though the everung was mtensely hot and an audl- 
ence of 50, at the most, was expected, the actual 
attendance was 150 A meetmq of nurses was held 
the same evenlng The next day a pubhc meehng 
was held at  Star of Bethlehem Hall Thls hall, 
wrltes Dr  Cooper, was "a small affalr seahng 200 
On account of short notlce and hot weather lt was 
felt that there would be small response However, 
the hall was filled, all standmr; room taken The 
corndor and standmg crowded as far as the volce 
would reach Probably 800 or 400 people were 
standlng and many were turned away They were 
sorry they d ~ d  not have a blgger hall " 

Of h ~ s  work m Detro~t, Mrs Gomon wrltes 
"Dr Cooper's nslt to Detrolt IS, and certamly 
should be much appreciated by the Detrolt Branch 
HIS personahty, tralnmg and knowledge had a 
most g r a t l f p g  effect on the doctors H e  has 
aroused thelr mterest In a dlrect professional way 
The prellmmary work for h ~ s  nslt was, as I real- 
m d ,  wholly madequate I n  splte of thls fact we 
had 150 doctors at  the med~cal meetlng on one of 
the hottest mghts we have had In Detrolt And a 
pubhc meetmg of three or four hundred " 

Ohio 

OF h ~ s  work m Newark, July 15th, D r  Cooper 
wntes "A medlcal meebng was held m the local 
h o t e l 3 8  members present, very fine group of men, 
open-m~nded and cordlal Mostly favorable They 
were very outspoken m thew appreclatlon of my 
message and they passed the Atlantlc C ~ t y  resolu- 
hon unammously Many mqwred about supphes 
and mll gllve mformatlon " 

Bv the tlme Dr  Cooper reached Cmclnnatl the 
heat had settled down and the vacatlon season was 
on For thls reason no medlcal meetmng was at- 
tempted, but a group of nurses and soc~al workers 
brouqht together by MISS Ruth Neely hstened to 
D r  Cooper's message, and three of the clty news- 
papers featured both the address and mtervlews 
mth Dr  Cooper 

THE early days of June D r  Cooper spent m 
M~lwaukee, where he spoke before a group of soclal 
workers and later, on contraceptive methods, before 
a p u p  of physmans On July 4th he addressed 

a combmed meetlng of the WIUL gton and Ozau- 
kee County Medical Socletles at  Cedarburg, where 
he describes hls audlence as "a splenhd group of 
men, ahve to new b g s  " 

ENGLAND 

MRS ANNIE G PORRITT, former manag- 
,mg ed~tor of the BIIITH CONTROL REVIEW, who IS 
travellmg m England, wrltes of the general sltua- 
tlon 

The Blrth Control Movement IS bound to make prog- 
ress m England, for statesmen and taxpayers as well as  
harassed fathers and mothers are all preoccupied mth  
the questlon of overpopulat~on The first cry was for 
emlgratlon to the colonles as a remedy for unemployment 
But the expense of thls pollcy as  lt now faces the natlon 
1s appalhng Not only does the taxpayer have to defray 
the cost of the educat~on of the young men and women 
who are chosen for emigrants, dunng all them school hfe, 
not only does he also frequently have t o  suppofi them m 
England for several years out of the dole, not only does 
he have t o  pay the heavy cost of government help t o  send 
them out to Canada, Austraha or New Zealand and t o  ald 
them In estabhsh~ng themselves there, but after all t h ~ s  
has been done, the unlucky taxpayer finds that he has 
lost the most capable and valuable of hls cornpatnots and 
has saddled hmself m t h  the burden of all the derehcts 
and dependents left behnd The eugemst looks mth  de- 
spalr a t  the careful s l f t~ng out of the best breedmg stock 
of the Enghsh race and the hlghly dysgemc selection for 
a poorer race whch 1s constantly golng on 

Yet ~t 1s d a c u l t  t o  get open encouragement of the 
movement from the government A short tlme ago I had 
a long talk m t h  Harold Cox He  assured me that the 
Consemat~ve Government was more favorable t o  Blrth 
Control than the Labor Mlnlstry had showed Itself to b e  
Mr Wheatley has been succeeded a t  the M~mstry of 
Health by Mr Nevllle Chamberlain and the obstruct~on 
whlch Mr Wheatley egnterposed has vamshed Local 
health officers are encouraqng and recomrnendlng Blrth 
Control, and m London are sendmg pat~ents  to the two 
chmcewalwor th  and North Kensmngton-whlch are 
under the ausplces of the New Generation League But 
as yet there 1s no B ~ r t h  Control Chmc or department con- 
ducted by the publlc authorities as  a par t  of thelr health 
and welfare work, and untll such departments are estab- 
llshed m every part  of the country the work of the Blrth 
Control leagues and organlzatlons mll not be completed 

The most actlve propaganda t o  t h s  end 1s now be~ng 
conducted by the 'Workers' Birth Control Group, whose 
act~ve head 1s Mrs Bertrand Russell, the Secretary MISS 
Jewson, one of the two women members of Parliament ID 

President of thls group, and meetzngs are be~ng held an  
over the country for the purpose of bnnpng  pressure 
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to bear on the Wmstry of Health and the local health places an enthusiastic welcome Phys~clans, the 
muthortt~es press and the pollce have alded and a b ~ g  steady 

The pollcy of the New Generat~on League, l~ke  that of stream of letters asking for more leaflets pours mto 
our Amer~can League, 1s to lay the respons~b~hty of the league's office every day 
methods exclus~vely on the med~cal profesa~on When t h ~ s  of the campaign Dr Drysdale 
pol~cy IS followed, they lend a ~ d  and countenance to efforts 
to establ~sh B~rth  Control C l ~ n ~ c s  In any part of the coun- ''It looks as if I was not too san.Pme m 
try A l~t t le  group headed by Mrs Ella Gordon has ~ u s t  prophesying that the Ministry Health would 
opened a clln~c at  Wolverhampton, a great manufactur~n~ p a n t  Permlsslon within a Year I n  fact we have 
town In the M~dlands, and Mrs Sargcant Florence 1s been told by one of the Labor Organlzatlons that 
startlng another w ~ t h  the help of a local comm~ttee at the Health has granted per- 
Cambr~d~e  Other cllnlcs have bcen opened at varlous mlSSlOn to two Medical Officers of Health who have 
places, but as them promoters have not adhered to the &pplled gve information though not 
med~cal pol~cy of the New Generat~on League these chn~cs Yet at  the Welfare Centres themselves If the 
have not recelved the recogn~t~on or ass~stance of the people who have the leaflets only write u p  
League well, something ought to happen soon " 

As In Arnenca the demand In England IS now for the While this campaign M r  Thurtleg 
hundred per cent safe and pcrfect prevent~ve, on wh~ch S O C ~ ~ ~ ~ S ~ - L ~ ~ ~ ~  member for ShOredltch 1s keeping 
sclent~sts are now at work When t h ~ s  1s perfected a very the subject before the government On the floor of 
great ~mpetus w~l l  be e v e n  to the B ~ r t h  Control move- the House of Commons he asked the Mlnlster of 
ment, and ~t IS hoped that thls preventive, when perfected whether he was prepared to accede the 
mll be eas~ly appl~cable to the un~ntell~gent and feeble- Labor women's demand To this the milllster 
rnlnded who are now the serlous concern of both Eugen- re~l 'ed terms which show that the Labor 
ists and B~rth  Controllers women's work 1s cut out for them Sald he "I am 

S~nce  Mrs Porrltt's letter was wr~tten the lm- m agreement m t h  the mews of my predecessors 
that ~nst~tutions provided a t  the cost of pubIlc funds described last month's should not be used for so controversial a purpose 

was taken by three great organizations 'Ince her w~thout express directions from Parhament I n  the letter was written the number of Birth case of women attendmg matemlty or rnfant wel- clinlcs has Increased Since then also the New Gen- fare centres who, on grounds, appear to eratlon League, under its old name, the Malthusian need such information as is mentioned m the ques- 
has begun Its of leaflets for tlon, my vlew is that these cases should be referred sending with the reclplent's signature to  the Min- to a doctor or a ,, 

rstry of Health Of c l~n~cs  in operation at the 
present tlme, D r  C V Drysdale wrltes M r  Chamberlain added that "he was prepared 

"Two new cllnics have been opened by our to receive a deputation of honorable members on 

ar~glnal soclety, one In Wolverhampton near Bir- the subject " Not daunted, M r  Thurtle who says 

mingham and another in Aberdillary, Wales So of thls issue that together m t h  unemployment "it 

there are now four cllnics under medical ausplces is the crying quest~on of the hour," addressed the 
P r ~ m e  Mlnlster dlrectly but received an mconclu- 

to Our League' walworth' Kensmgton' wolver- sive reply A t  this polnt Lady Astor interposed and has two others her objection to discussion of "a most controversml m Brlghton and Southampton m addlt~on to her 
ongmal ones In London and Blrmmgham, making subject " 
a total of nlne mth Marie Stopes one " This is the same peeress who said recently in the 

House "I hate the assumption that the working 
The cllnlc at Cambridge 'poken of by Mrs mother is d~fferent from any other mother It 

ntt and Witcop's clinlc at Fulham really is most irrlbtmg A mother 1s the same m 
ralse D r  Drysdale's total to 11 all walks of life " To her F W Stella Browne 

A t  last adv~ces 150,000 leaflets had been distribu- repl~ed m the New Gelteratzon "Blrth Control 
ted by the Malthusian League, the distributing does not need your support, though you would 
unlt belng a party of four travelling in a Ford honor yourself by givlng it But a t  least do not 
Only the north country has been covered as yet pretend that the worklng mother is as free, as se- 
B~rm~nqham was vlsited June 29th, after that, cure, as happy in her bonds, as your own frlends 
Sheffield, Leeds, Darllngton, Newcastle, with all and acquaintances, to whom knowledge glves power 
the large towns near these centres The distribution over the~r  own bodies That really is nauseating 
1s made on the street, In some cases house to house humbug " 
m factories, and throuqh the local Co-operative and Nauseating also 1s the attltude of that colossal 
Labor groups The distributors have met in most egotlst of our day, the Countess of Oxford 
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and Asquith, who ends a sentimental statement 
about the joy of havlnq children w~th-what was 
uppermost in her mlnd all the time-the cheap 
reference to self Savs she "I speak feellngly- 
for as my brother, Harold John Tennant, and I 
were the last of twelve chldren, ~t 1s more than 
probable we should never have ex~sted had the 
fashlon of Blrth Control been prevalent " 

The press IS st111 commenting on the great events 
m the first week in June and the Natzon and 
the Atheneum 1s publlsh~nq an Important serles 
of artlcles on populat~on The Blrth Rate Commls- 
s~on's report, inconclus~ve as ~t was, seems to have 
created an impression of modlfied support for 
Birth Control, for the Unzverse and Catholzc 
Weekly critlclzes ~t as too tolerant toward the 
practlce Thls IS the church whlch boasts, not con- 
fesses, that the crowded slum 1s the home of Catho- 
hc~sm "Nowhere,'' says the Untverse and Catholzc 
Weekly "are there more dreadful slums than Glas- 
gow and nowhere 1s there greater rehg~ous devotion 
than among the Cathohc occupants of those slums " 
Another dlstrlct where thls church 1s probably 
strong is the slums of Normch, where the medlcal 
officer has recently shown an Infant death rate of 
157 9 per 1000 as against 71 1 for the clty as a 
whole 

Judge Cluer of Shoreditch court st111 loses no 
opportunity of keeping Blrth Control before the 
general pubhc, more important st111 he brlngs ~t 
before the very poor who come to h ~ s  court Two 
of his recent cases are much quoted T o  a woman 
sued for arrears In rent, he 1s quoted as saylng 
"That 1s one of the causes of your arrears, m your 
arms " The woman "And I have six llttle ones 
at  home" Judge Cluer "Then I am sorry you 
have I am sorry you are not taught not to have 
them I t  is rulnlng you and rulning the country 
Even bishops are now agreelng that ~t 1s an un- 
wise t h ~ n g  " 

A father was another who learned of Blrth Con- 
trol T h ~ s  was a debtor and the father of 12 ch11- 
dren, to whom the judge IS reported to have said 
"It's an injury to the countrv for a man m your 
c~rcurnstances to have such a family " 

AUSTRIA 

FROM Tohfinn Ferch on h ~ s  return to V~enna, 
after the Conference comes the followlng comment 
on work here and in Aus t r~a  

"I recomlze that your method to work for B ~ r t h  
Control ulth the help of the cit17ens is not the cor- 
rect one for Europe, but h~ all mean3 for Amer~ca 
I recorrnlze my error when I t h o u ~ h t  that every- 
where the same method is applicable I n  Europe 

the large mass IS wantmg whlch can be wh~pped up  
to enthusiasm on account of the condlt~ons, whlch 
are essentially different Across the seas m Europe 
the welght of science and the liberal element of citl- 
zens must be won over and I thlnk In the Enghsh- 
speaklng populat~on thls has already been accom- 
pllshed 

My successes here were on the whole made pos- - slble through one newspaper whlch placed itself a t  
m y  dlsposal Slowly the others came alonq I can 
refer to my artlcles for our propaganda In the press 

I wish you would send me the motions whlch 
were adopted durlng the two meetlng In your home 
referr~nq to mternat~onal leagues I shall work for 
thls in Europe and shall try to establ~sh leagues In 
all European countries 

It 1s a great problem whlch I have placed before 
myself, but I have obtalned a good deal so far 
through my connect~ons wlth the soclal democratic 
party, to which I belong as a party journal~st I 
can look mth  hope Into the future I n  the same 
way, I shall try to  make use of the Conqress In the 
press of the German tongue and also of the Itallan 
and Czecho-Slavlc languages I shall gwe you 
eventful lnformatlon about my results 

And now I want to thank you once more for the 
wonderful hospital~ty that you have shown to  my 
mfe  and myself I am returnlng home w ~ t h  a serles 
of stlmulat~ng lmpresslons whlch I shall use for our 
work 

They are already worklng here In Vlenna a t  my 
report about the Congress Meetlngs wlll be held 
in the four largest halls of Vlenna, m t h  a seatlng 
capaclty of about 3,000, lrnmedlately after my ar- 
rival I shall speak there I n  the same way thlrty 
Austrlan and three German dall~es wlll furmsh 
artlcles about the Congress " 

FRANCE 

THE followlng story from The Servant of Cal- 
cutta shows to what extent the depopulatlon hys- 
t e r ~ a  has taken possession of the mlnds of some 
Frenchmen 

"A terrlble remedy for depopulatlon in France 
was suggested by D r  Paul Carnot m Pans 
Medzcal H e  polnts out that the French race will 
be swept out of existence wlthm twenty years un- 
less French women make what he calls a 'super- 
human effort of maternity ' There are now In 
France 2,000,000 unmarried women capable of be- 
cominq mothers, but for whom lt mll  be imposs~ble 
to find husbands owing to the slaughter of men dur- 
1114 the war, there are In all Europe now 15,000,000 
more women than men 

"Dr Carnot re~ects  both the solut~ons that have 
been offered, (1)  to marry French women to 



foreigners, (2) to p e m t  polygamy for a certam 
perlod, hls reason agamt  the latter being that men 
under exlstlng c~rcumstances fhd it d~fficult enough 
to support one mfe, let alone several 

"What D r  Carnot suggests IS the abollhon of 
marriage In favor of the matr~archal famlly sup- 
ported by the State, m whlch there would be no 
husband, but whlch would consist of mother and 
chlldren only. The supreme law of a race, he 
argues, IS not to perlsh and soc~ally speakmg, every 
woman ought to become a mother Motherhood, he 
argues, should be an honorable and h~ghly recom- 
pensed career, and the mother should be well pa~d  
by the State for every chlld she contributes to ~t " 

DENMARK 

FROM Dr Leunbach, m charge of a B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol cl~nlc in a poor dlstrlct of Copenhagen. comes 
the fol lomg report m a letter to Mrs Thit Jensen 

"Concernmng our jolnt cause, it has, as you know, 
been d~scussed through several months m the physl- 
clans' renew The result has been, that surely most 
of the Danish physic~ans are m k g  to gve  ant]- 
conceptional mformatlon to them patlents, and 
physicians and students m the future wdl get 
courses m Blrth Control 

"After New Year, I had to move from the c h c  
m Odensegade, as I was notlfied to q u ~ t  mtantly 
by order of the court of house-rent But I have 
just made a contract for some rooms m Llnnegade 
Every day, I can grve mformation there, sometunes 
In the afternoon, and other tunes m the eve- 
The board of health as well as the orgamzahon of 
physlclans have promsed me them support and 
state that they feel that physmans who mll not gve  
mformat~on themselves, should send them patlents 
to me About the same t~me I open my new c h c  
I expect to pubhsh a booklet, "Woman and Popu- 
latlon " I thlnk the movement IS now on the right 
way and wdl develop quletly " 

A recent lssue of Ugealmft fur Lmger 
(Copenhagen), a mehcal renew, has an edltor~al 
by D r  Kuhn on the responslblllty of the mehcal 
profess~on in the Blrth Control Movement H e  
urges physic~ans to eve  sclent~fic guldance to the 
movement and "not sldestep ~ t ,  as m the past," 
leavlng women to quacks and commerc~al agencles 
for the sale of contraceptives that may be useless 
or even mjunous Thls IS a clear recogmt~on of the 
fact that Blrth Control m some form or other is 
becommg an unperatlve publlc demand m Den- 
mark 

JAPAN 
AT the fourth mass meetmg of the All Japanese 
Farmers held m Tok~o recently, a woman dele- 
gate, Mrs K m  Yamagam, mtroduced a proposal 
to push legzslation for "legal recogmt~on of the 
methods and propaganda of Blrth Control " 

INDIA 
~ ~ H I L E  Ind~an mystlcs st111 spht hairs over the 
ethics of Blrth Control, a student of Economics m 
the Indmn Sow1 R e f o m  shows that Indlan 
population is st111 mcreaslng at  a startlmg rate 
The student analyzes the census figwes of 1921, 
whch record an mcrease m the last fifty years from 
206 d l o n  to 319 mlllon souls, of whlch part IS 

due to better enumeration, but 53 8 mlll~on repre- 
sents a real mcrease Meanwhde, as m~ght be ex- 
pected, the mortality rate IS enormous, the average 
length of hfe no hlgher m any provlnh than 25 2 
years (our rate IS 58 years) and the lnfant mortal- 
~ t y  rate reaches the s t a r thg  figure for males, 27 4, 
for females, 26 On these figures the student quotes 
the Census Report as follows "The Indlan figures 
are the result of factors whch M e r  essentially 
from those m western countries-a hgher birth 
rate, tempered by a h~gher mfant mortahty, a lower 
expectation of hfe and greater fluctuation m the 
adult age categor~es o m g  to f a m e  and epl- 
demcs " To those whose morahty IS not based on 
an age-old ]deal taught for thousands of years. 
but never practiced by humamty at  large ~t would 
seem that the truly ethlcal solution of Indur's prob- 
lem IS Blrth Control 

CHINA 
THE Bzdh Control News (England) quotes the 
followmg from the Glaaqora Herald of May 9th 

"There is no Birth Control m C h ,  and no 
m s l o n  for cehbate clergymen to lament over 
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empty cradles But there are more ways than one 
of commlttmg race-sulcide, and Chma's 1s a par- 
tlcularly pa~nful way Reckless Increase of popula- 
tlon, wlthout any compensating advance In the 
total economc efficiency of the natlon, results m 
perlodlc fammes llke the one that 1s reported to be 
raglng at present m the provlnce of Kwelchou 
Over-population and recurrent fammes are taken 
for granted by C W s  rulers It is s a ~ d  that a - 
European firm of engmeers once approached LI 
Hung Chang mth proposals for dammmg the 
lower reaches of the Yellow Rlver and thus pre- 
ventlnq the floods that cause great destruction In 
that  art of Chlna L1 Hung Chang dlsmlssed the -- 

proposals mthout conslderzkon, s;ymg that the 
Chmese Government regarded the floods as a mom- 
dentla1 method of solvGg, for one dlstr~ct acleast, 
the problem of over-population " 

A COMING EVENT 
THIS year agaln the Amerlcan Blrth Control 
League has a booth at the exhlb~t of women's actlvl- 
tles, whose name has been chanyed to the Seventh 
Annual Ex~osltlon of Women's Arts and Indus- 
imes I t  wlll be held as last year at the Hotel Com- 
modore, New York Clty, for the week of Septem- 
ber 21st to 26th 

T H E  MOTHER T I E  
(Contmnwd from page 249) 

wound heals one h d s  happiness and peace and a 
more abundant hfe 

Always remember that the neurotic, the "tied to 
mother" person, ~s the h e  soul Such souls are 
strugglmg for the hlgher thlng They need heln 
to reach ~t When they do they gve to the world, 
because of them sdenng ,  somethmg of great value 

DIAMOND MEN AND MEN O F  F L E S H  
(Contmued from page 260) 

Many years ago Mahatma Gandhi wrote a book 
entltled "A Gu~de to Health" I n  thls book the 
Mahatma of today makes a few confessions and 
statements worth quot~ng now in connection mth 
hls stand on Blrth Control In  thls book, as today, 
Mahatma Gandhl condemned Birth Control most 
mrulently "The race of true Brahmachanes (con- 
b e n t  persons) 1s by no means extmnct, but ~f they 
were to be had for the askmg, of what value would 
Brahmacharya be, Thousands of hardy laborers 
have to go and d ~ g  deep Into the bowels of the earth 
m search of diamonds, and at length they get per- 
haps merely a handful of them out of heaps and 
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heaps of rock How much greater, then, should be 
the labor lnvolved In the discovery of the lnfinltely 
more preclous diamond of a Brahmacharlnl 

"Alas, how rare are those men and women who 

Birth Control yleld to the sexual cravlng merely for the sake of 
an offspring! The vast majorlty who may be num- 
bered In thousands, turn to sexual enlovment 
merely to sat~sfy them carnal passlon, wlth the re- 
sult that chlldren are born to them qulte agalnst 
them m11 I n  the madness of sexual passlon, we 
glve no thought to the consequences of our acts I n  

By Margaret Sangm t h s  respect, men are even more to blame than 
women The man 1s bllnded so much by h ~ s  lust 
that he never cares to remember that h ~ s  wlfe 1s 

Revised Edrtlon of the best book for Girls weak and Incapable of rearlng a chlld W e  do 
Woman and the New Race not shrlnk from ~mposlng the heavy burden of ma- 

Appeals to the Heart of every Mother ternlty on our women, and we are not concerned 
The P~vot of C ~ h h o n  even to find that our chhdren are weak, lmpotent 

~ p p c a ~ s  to the ~ i n d  of every Tbmker and lmbec~le Every t ~ m e  we get chldren, we bless 
Providence, and so seek to hlde from oyrselves the 
mckedness of our acts Should we not rather deem 

The Problem of Population ~t a slgn of God's anger to have chlldren who are 
The Clearest Presentation of the Great& 

weak, sensual, crlppled and lmpotentl I s  ~t a mat- 
Problem that ~ a e e s  ManLind ter for joy that mere boys and @rls should have 

ch~ldrenl I s  ~t not rather a curse of Gods Do  
BY Hugh De ~clsncourt we thlnk that the world 1s golng to be saved by the 

countless swarms of such ~mpotent chlldren end- 
IUumlnatton for every Mother and every lessly multlplymg m In&a or elsewhere m the 
Teaeher of Young Boys 

By Edward M Eart "I have myself been gullty of lapses even after 
havlng fully understood the value of Brahmach- 

Manland at the Crass& arya, and have, of course, paid dearly for ~t 
Hill the Human Race choose the right 
mad or the wrong one. Professor Eest 

I was marr~ed early m l ~ f e  and had become the 
makes tbc choice dear father of chlldren as a mere youth When, a t  

length, I awoke to the reahty of my s~ tua t~on ,  I 
BIRTH CONTROL REVEW found myself sunk m the lowest depths of degrada- 

104 Fifth Avenue 
Mahatma Gandh~ here adm~ts  that he hmself had 

to  struggle for yean to conquer hlmself, even after 
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he knew of the blessmgs of contmence How much 
more d~fficult ~t must be for a healthy man or 
woman of flesh and blood who does not a t  all be- 
lleve elther m the ethlcs or m the beneficence of 
"self-control" to be an absolute Brahmacharlnl 

As  there are heaps and heaps of rocks m the 
bowels of the earth, and but a few d~amonds, slml- 
larly there are m~lllons upon mlllons of men and 
women in Indla w ~ t h  normal human passlons and 
emot~ons, and but a few d~amond men and women 
of absolute contmence, on the verge of Nlrvana 
Mahatmajl knows that all men m I n d ~ a  are not 
11ke hlm, and that all women are not hke h ~ s  samtly 
mfe  Kasturlbal Crylng In the wilderness of 
fanatlcal ldeallsm gets us nowhere W e  have to  
take facts as they are W e  have to deal wltb human 
nature as ~t s 
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