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EDITORIALS

HOUGH England has made more progress

than this country toward recogmition o Birth
Control, the British Medical Association has lost
the opportumty recently offered it of bemg the
pioneer among national medical bodies to take offi-
cal action on this subject Tts councd, at 1ts last
meetmg, faded to pass a resolution offered by D r
Fothergill calling for study and report on methods
of contraception To the American gynecologists
belongs the honor o being the first officially to
recogmze Birth Control 1 n May both the Amen-
can Society of Gynaecologists and Obstetricians
and the Gynaecological Section of the American
Medical Society adopted resolutions more radical
than that proposed to the British Medical Associa-
tion, and calling for the alteration o existing State
and federal laws so that physicians may be permut-
ted to give contraceptive information This 15 the
greatest step 0 far taken m this matter by Amen-
can medicine |t 1s the legitimate outcome of the
support to Birth Control given by individual physi-
clansof such standmgasDr Wilham Allen Pusey,
retiring president of the American Medical Asso-
ciation The next step should be the endorsement
d theresolution of its gynaecological session by the
Association’s House d Delegates

TH E New Yor k Telegram s the second New
York paper to call attention within the last
few months to the fact that no report that would
lead to the placing o responsility for the Town
Hall raxd has ever been made to Mayor Hylan,
though more than three years have now elapsed
The Town H a3 episode has come up of late m an-
other connection The Court of Appeals has ruled
that a bar association may not be party to an action
to pumsh an official for nusconduet This decision
was 1 the case of Martin M Dolphin, assistant

corporation counsel, who arrested Mrs Julet B
Rublee mm connection with the Town Hall case
The Bar Association of New York City sought to
have Dolphm punished The court, though 1t ruled
the case out, censured Dolphm for his act and
stated that the association had not the right to
penalize him for misconduct

RECEN T magazine discussion of Birth Con-

trol states that it 1s the " prudent and timid”
middle class who have small famihes It is "the
bold, the recklessand the improvident” who “easily
shift their responsibiities onto churches, charitable
mstitutions and taxpayers™ to whom "‘we may ook
for prospective rises in population ” |t 1s the poor
certamly who have the large famihes, we do not
deny that But whose s the responsibihity? The
churchesteach large fasmhes  The charntable insti-
tutions encourage large famihes not only by giving
relief 1 proportion to size, but also by giving no
help to the thousands of mothers, and fathers too,
among the poor who plead for knowledge of how
to prevent the never ending stream of children
The taxpayers make no effort to change the laws
which shut the poor off from knowledge Aslong
as churches, charities and taxpayers take this posi-
tion 1t seems almost poetic justice that they should
have the large famhes of the poor on thewr shoul-
ders Far from bemg ' bold and reckless,™ 1t 1s the
poor who are rendered timd by therr heavy bur-
dens, who obey the law and the church and pru-
dently plead therr large famihies as a reason for
applying for charitable renef  They have only
obeyed the constituted authonties, after al, in hav-
ing these farmhes And 1t 1s the muddle class who
have shown a"bold and reckless" spirit in disobey-
mg the law and the churches by imiting the' size
of their famihes
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Al THOU GH no acknowledgment of Margaret

Sanger’s |etter to President Coolidge urg-
mg the appomiment of a federal birth rate com-
nussion has been received from Washington, com-
ment on her suggestion has come from another
source This isthe National Industrial Conference
Board of New York, whose release sent out soon
after the International Birth Control Conference
has circulated widely throughout the press The
substance of the board's criticism 1s that, while
Mrs Sanger's letter stresses problems of national
and racial health and refers to the biological and
economic Waste mnvolved in the maintenance of the
delinquent, defective and criminal classes, she has
neglected another social aspect of the question The
Board beheves that there is "a broader and more
fundamental problem'™ mvolved and that is "the
mamtenance of a ratio of population sufficient for
the productive needs of the nation” It pomts out
that under the present immgration law we are de-
pendmg on our birth rate to supply mdustry with
workers, and this, m view of a loss by death of
twenty-five percent o those born before they reach
working age, comes short by more than a third of
supplymg the quota needed each year

More than one newspaper editorial has com-
mented on this sordid figuring on human beings
“in terms o dollars and cents,”” but none has
pointed out that if you do wish to figure men in
these terms, the only means of supplymg the defi-
ciency lies 1n the proposal eriticised For the pro-
portion of the subnormal and the anti-social which
mdustry now numbers among its workers 1s one
reason why our industrial army has to be so large
If these werelargely elimmated and the twenty-five
percent death rate in childhood were cut down by
regulation of birth, industry, now handicapped by
the double burden of inefficiency and death, would

be shown to be no loser but a gamer by Birth Con-
trol

T HE handicap on the famihes of the educated
and intelhgent middle classesdue to unrestrict-
ed proliferation o the poor, cannot be estimated
merely i the amount of extra taxation nor the
demands of chanty to provide for the mantenance
of the wasters These payments, whether exacted
legally or given voluntarily, certamnly do cripple
the resources of the family which has an mcome
not more than commensurate with its own needs
But there are many indirect consequences of over-
crowding which are even more onerous Take the
housing question | n the old days, m England,
when the birth and death rates practically balanced.
the farmly homestead housed both parents and chil-
dren and children's children—the daughters gomg
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naturally to the homes of their husbands Houses
did not wear out, and there was Lttle need for new
building Such need as there was was easily filled,
and there was no housing question Nowadays, in
spite of the constant springing up of mushroom
dwellings—grown amost in a single night—the
housing questlon has grown so acute that many
famihes spend nearly a third of therr income m
finding shelter, and overcrowding becomes more
and more common Compare the spacious homes
of our grandparents with the space occupied by the
chiff dwellers of New Y ork!

W e know that what is true of housing 1s true
of all the elementary needs of hfe Food,
clothmg, medical care, even toys for the chidren,
all cost far more than a generation ago, and what
1s more serious for the parent, it becomes more and
more difficult for the young man or young woman
to find an openmng in the ranks of workers when
he or she1s equipped-at far greater expense than
formerly —for self support As Professor Ross
says "The end of rapid expansion 1s in sight”
And he asks the questlon whether before we learn
to regulate population, we shall descend first mto
"avae of wretchedness" or whether we will learn
thelessonintimeto prevent a decline in the Amen-
can standard of hfe The people of the middle
classes have answered the question They will not
choose misery for their children It only remains
for society as a whole to ge the same answer and
to make Birth Control not foolishly but wisely
differential by encouraging the fit and preventing
the multiplication of the unfit

I HE Contraceptive Session of the Interns-
tional Conference was a very long step ahead
i the progress of Birth Control toward success
Medtcal societies from all parts of the Umon have
smce then asked Dr James F Cooper, Director of
the Chnical Research Department, to address them
Tourshave been arranged for him this summer and
his 1tinerary during June covered 32 meetings in
sixteen states Medical, social or crvic bodies
which desire to arrange other lectures for him
should commumecate at oncewitk Mr E S Norton,
Manager of the Speakers Bureau at the head-
quarters of the American Birth Control League
or with secretaries of state and county medical so-
cieties under whose auspices most of his addresses
will be given

The summer schedule so far arranged 1s to be
found on another page of the Revi Ew
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The Creative Urge

By Jane MARSHALL

A study whwh avms 10 brsrg out the fact that the ebgect of psychoanalyss 12 to free the mtal force d Isfe
so that st can be used to further socsally useful end8 Thu artscle and” The Mother Tse,” whwh we hope to publish
next month, are chapters from a book n preparation called " The Spiritual Side O Psychoanalysss

| T H theammals we share the two great m-

stincts, self-preservation and procreat~o
Because we are Man we are capable of laying
down our hfe for a friend and turmng our desire
to procreate mto creatmg thmgs that not only sat-
isfy our own emotional desues, but that further the
progress of the race toward lgher things We
must USE OUr creative energy either i procreat~on
or one o its sublimated forms |f we do not we are
damming up thegreat force of hfe W e suffer asa
result, depending on how much o the energy we
have and how much 1s unused |t 1s all important
to remember that there is no safe way just to re-
pressit W e must get nd of @2 Which way shall
we choose?

| n the ervihization in which we hive only a com-
paratively small amount of creative energy can be
used 1in procreat~orpure and sumple The problem
remains for us al, except those who have a sub-
normal amount of creative energy, to find work m
the world which will take care o our surplus Our
abihty to do worth-while thmgs depends on the
amount of that energy we have, by the same token,
if we have much of that great gaft we suffer with
correspondmg severity if we fad to use it It 1s
rather awe-mspirng 1n this world to find how un-
errmgly ones " pushed" for not using ones crea-
tive energy, the power given mto our keepmg to
use to help the race upward in 1its struggle No
purushment from the outside 1s necessary The
never-ending mner struggle of the neurotic-that
leads to nothmg, that gets md of none o that
energy—is the most hideous purushment that can
beimagined The penalty, you may almost say self-
imposed, may only correspond to the tremendous
valuetotheraced the help upward that only those
can give who are given more creative energy than
18 needed for procreat~on.

® Book rights resewed by the author

When these facts are more or less part of ac-
cepted knowledge 1t will be realized that the all-
mportant thing 1s to help youth find the proper
outletsfor therr energy, not wait to give help when
they have broken under the struggle While a vast
amount of technical knowledge 1s needed to help
a defimte neurotie case, there 1s no reason why end-
less people with a comparatively small amount of
knowledge plus the gift of understandmg the
human heart, can't be of the greatest service to
numberless people who are just “frightfully ner-
vous" because o dammed-up creative energy, or
because they have not quite made the adjustments
in the family eircle which they must make if they
are to be adult We all need help at such tunes
from some one who understands psychologically
how to give it There have always been rare souls
who by mnstinet knew all this, though not under-
standmg 1t or bemg able to explam it To them
therr friends have gone and come away calmed and
with a better understandmg of hfe and them rela-
tion to 1t

Tae Moraer TyrE

That there are numberless people whose ereative
urge s So mild as to be almost neghgible | have no
doubt | will not include them mm any of my groups,
but 1t 1s well not to forget their existence

Lafe 1s very simple for the woman whose creative
urge 1s completely satisfied by the act of procrea-
tion Her only difficulty 1s in finding a mate,
whether permanent or occasional They are the
satisfied women They don't have "nerves' but
they also do nothmg, and want to do nothing, for
the progress of eimlization and the race Just as
their animal ancestors did before them they do now
Seek shelter, food and a mate and offspring Psy-
chologically speakmg they represent the happy

MESSAGE FROM ARNOLD BENNETT

Great progress has been achseved i the destruction d popular prejudice and m the education
d the people both here and sn Amersca and the Conference must and i accelerate the work whwh w

perhaps the moat ymportant o oll socval reforms



198

women who have no history Nerve specialsts
never see them!

Needlessto say that wathin that group there are
many variations The two extremes are at the | eft
the " loose woman'* who, grven a roof over her head,
plenty to eat and a mate when she feels hke one,
asks nothmg else of hfe and gets nothing else To
the extreme right 1s the mother She seeks a mate,
a home and food—not for herself, but for the child
she longs to bring into bemg She it 1s who shows
us what wifehood and motherhood can mean, what
a home 1s meant to be Artists pant her portrait
and cal it "Mother” Without her this world
would be a sorry place indeed

Tar MobErxy WoMaN

For those women whose creatrve urge 1s only
partly satlsfied by the act of procreation, hife be-
comescomplex They havethe difficulty of thefirst
group—findmg a mate—plus the difficulty of find-
mg work outside the home which wall supply an
adequate outlet for the remamder of their creative
ener%y This group 1s composed of what we may
call the Modern Woman Her emot~onaheedsare
twofold, she must have a home and human love,
whether 1t be with or without marriage, mcludmg
children or not mcluding them But equally m-
portant 1s the fact that she must also have an out-
let for her creative mstmct, which 1s purely her
own Neither kmd of outlet alone will satisfy her

A s individual women began to reahze that they
as well as men needed the two forms of emotion,
the one shared with the mate, the other completely
their own, they began to wonder how they could
get it By the early part of this century the dis-
content of the few became the discontent of the
many Theopent up haf o the creative energy of
that type o woman broke loose! They ranged
themselves on opposite sides, and the great Suf-
frage Battle was on! Pro and Anti-both dissatis-
fied with only the home as an outlet—both, no
matter what they said, fightmg for the same thmg,
freedom to express themselves outside the home
That great combmnation of a Crusade and a Fish
Wives Row cured thousands of women of "' nerves™
They won their fight and today there 1sn’t an ac-
tivity outside the home n which the Pro and Anti-
suffragists are not makmg good As always the
woman whose place 1s m the home and who never
wanted it to beanywhere else, issitting there happy
and contented and calm N o doubt muldly thankful
that the Pros and Antis between them didn’t force
her out of 1t

The nerve speciahist sees the modern woman type
when either one of her outlets s cut off or not at-
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tamed We all know the woman of whom we say
"What re the matter with that woman2 She has a
devoted husband, lovely children and a beautiful
home and yet she 1s always complammg > Or
“What 12 the matter with that woman2 She chose
a career mstead of marriage, made a brilhant suc-
cess o 1t and yet she s never satlsfied

As there 1s a group of women whose complete
emot~onaklfe 1s satisfied 1n the home, so there 1s a
group whose whole emot~onallfe 1s satlsfied i1n
thexr career That can only be when the career they
have chosen, whether it be nursing, teaching, busi-
ness or a profession, has for them a real emotional
qualty

My last group contams those who dream dreams
and see vistons Those who are called by God to
translate those dreams mto channels that will lead
the human race away from the matemal on to the
spiritual The torch bearers That many are caled
and few are chosen we know They must go alone
up mto a mgh mountam and there suffer the agony
that the race has suffered sinee 1t began its long
climb upward They must look mto the bottomless
pit of their unconscious at the horrorsof that chmb,
must look and understand—so that fear may be
cast out—and then translate what they saw mto
spirttual form so that the common man can grasp
a httle of the meaning of hfe, take heart to go on
trying to reach the goa Those who have been
shown the vision of what man can become only find
rest and peace by translating 1t for the good of the
race Spirttual creation iS thewr goal, physical crea-
tion can never be more than a rest by the wayside

REescuing GENIUS

I'tis out of that group that we get real psycho-
logical history The wreckage re awful The
struggle of those who never attain what their souls
tell them they were put n the world for demands
rﬁspect from those of us who are not among the
chosen

Never forget that just as the mother of Jane
Adams obeyed the same mstinet as the mother of
the most depraved woman in the world, so the most
pitiful Iittle would-be artist n Greenwich Village
1s obeymg the same mstmct that Wilham Shake-
spere obeyed The process of the evolution of the
race s cruel mdeed

That psychoanalysis has set free the creative
energy of many persons whose effort to create had
been blocked 1s one of its great glories Each of
those groups hasa rght toits full development, un-
hampered by those who do not understand

W e must learn to hve and let hve psychically
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L egend

By GeNEvIEVE Tacearp

Y friends who come up for weekends think
of the Wdlskys as a case--one of hundreds
I cannot We share snow-storms, garden-bhght
and telephonetroubles Thestruggle to hveon the
Berkshire hillside keeps me from the detachment
of my week-ending guests They do not see how
strangely sigmificant the story becomes with some
pondermg
The hterary legend, started by Glaspell and
Frost and O’Neil needsrevising Thesehousewives
do not run out 1nto a bhzzard, or |eap mto a moun-
tam torrent, mad with the tedium of farm existence
| N our commumty sll the purnitans who were at all
melmed to go mad have done so long ago Those
who remain are finty-sane |t 1s the foreign women
now They hvem the houses where the American
women had their tragedres, and strangely enough,
they tooare beginning to break and wesken Tough
Mrs Willsky, for instance, the Polish peasant
woman who worked hke a man m the fieldsn the
old country, acting over here as if she had three
hundred years of thin blue Yankee blood mn her
vems
Tap the underground river of musery by taking
up the recetver At any moment m the day you
may hear it
"What you doing now?”

"Oh cookmg dinner | got the sdo men to
fm b5

Pause

"Well, don't do no good to omplamn.”

Pause

"No T can't stand it here very long, though”

Mrs Willsky solved that problem When her
eighth baby began she went to a dector and cned,
he scolded her and told her to go home and be a
good mother Month after month the problem got
worse There weresix children Itving | n the New
England kitchen there were howhngs and screech-
mgs and scoldings, eternally There was so much
work

The chitdren had to be beaten regularly to get
them to work n the fields, to plant, weed and strip
tobacco Or they got sick, or ran pitchforks into
theirr feet And now the oldest, Helen, wanted to

leave home and earn money There was one way
to keep Helen, and that was to get sick, too

The sickness was mdefimte Nerves, Mrs Will-
sky called it Doctors said 1t was nothing Then
Mrs Willsky found that she had no sscomach
Her food went mto her legs and arms She grew
very il Helen nursed her seven months, until the
baby came After that everybody, mecluding Helen,
expected her to get well She turned her ravished
face to me and saxd

"One baby a year. Better die ”

And theresolution held Shewasonly thirty, but
theresolution held The countryside 1s marvelously
beautiful Her husband ownstwo farms
Thebaby 1s very sweet It hurt her that we should
want her to hve Sheturned her back i disgust on
this hfe-enamoured commumity Four different
doctors told her that she was playmng sick But it
was much more mtense than playmg The dewil
came, and ghosts, and obscure Pohsh fures and
horrors When the baby cried, she wept that Helen
should haveto beits mother, but her resolution held

T took five months, in the end she had her own
way the first tune | supposethat she had ever
hammered wath her will and made a fact of desire
My suggestion that she rebel at another pomt did
not appeal to her—refusmg to have any more chil-
dren wast 00 mild asin  She defied God and died
On, the mght of thefirst snow The snow sent her
far beyond her wits, and it was easy not to return
Fourteen-year-old Helen, who has the place of
wife and mother now, finds the whole thing hard
She beheved all the horrors her mother saw m the
arr She has vowed never to marry The
neighbors say sheis pretty hystereal, and once they
thought she had gone out of her head Lately she
has turned a deaf ear to the baby--sunply sits at
the telephone All day long she wails out the re-
aital of her troubles The garl used to look hke
a Botticelh, with flax hair L ately sheis queer and
ugly If Kou take up the recewver thereis the voice
“—— but anyway, | don't see how | can stand
lt »

MESSAGE FROM

FANNIE HURST

Bsrth control w the legacy of the people and | want them to come sato thew own
| fed conwvsnced that your fight for st 1w wse, ymportant and humane from every angle that has to
do msth the present and future well-bang o the human race

More power to you!
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The Story & a Subsidized Family

How to Populate the Earth With the Unfit

HE Connecticut Society for Mental Hygiene

sends us a pamphl et which 1s well worth study
by thosewho are not yet fully persuaded that Birth
Control 1s the most fundamental of social agencles
The pamphlet gives the history of a subnormal de-
pendent famuly of New Haven gathered by the
Survey Commuttee of the Council of Social Agen-
cies of that ety |t showsthat it took the exertions
o twenty agencies, including chanties, church,
schools, pohice, juvemle courts, hospitals, ortho-
pedie, mental and "' psycho™ chnies, visiting nurses
and other social workers to look after thuis fanuly
They have worked for seventeen years and have
expended an amount o time, energy and money, a
small part of which 1s represented by 450 recorded
visits t0 aid and $2,000 accounted for as a small
part of the one item, hosprtal bills

A Fraction o the Outlay

""The records of the agencles' says the report, “cer-
tanly reveal only a fraction of what has been done for
the famuly During the earher years they were known
there 1s scarcely anything to show what was done But
meagre and madequate asthe records are they do indicate
something as to the social cost thus far, and we are deal-
mg with only the beginnings

""The social agencies interviewed gave the recorded
efforts only and explamned that at least double the amount
was actually expended This is prmmarily due to the re-
cent date of the keeping of full records Then also there
18 N0 way of caleulatmg the time put mto a wisit to the
family or to another agency for consultation Grace
Hospital 1s unable to give mmformation as to how many
of the ¢hildren have been treated there, what length of
time they stayed or at what cost So that the actual sum
of money given does not approximate that expended The
mdimiduals recorded have such aid as food, loans (some
of which were not repaid), clothes, jobs, and much per-
sonal effort In order to visuahze the cost m time and
effort of this famly to the commumty, one must draw
upon one's imagmation even more than upon the records
o the Soaal Agencies”

And for what was all this effort expended? To
keep a weak-mmded man and woman together untd
they had brought into the world nine children, of

whom one 1s now dead, one norma and the rest
much below par physically and mentally

The Acorn and the Famaly Tree

The fanuly first came under the care o the De-
partment of Charities and Corrections promptly
onthebirth of thefirst child This 1s the deseription
of this growmng household

"' The father came to thiscountry in 1902, finding work
at truck drmiving at mme dollars a wek He was con-
sidered defimtely below grade mentally The mother came
to the Umted States when twelve years old She had been
at school in Italy for a short while but, on reaching the
third grade, was kept at home as “1t was difficult for her
tolearn” For a time she kept house for her brother and
his wife After her marnage mne children were born at
intervals of approximately two years, all but one of which
are now hiving Each of the children suffered from arth
from rickets, emdenced in one or another of them by
knock-knees, bowed legs and arms, short legs, heads very
largein proportion to bodes, and rachitic posture When
the famuly first came to the notice of the Board of Chan-
ties and the Visiting Nurse Association, the baby had
double herma ”

Now after seventeen years "treatment” the
Council of Social Agencies, at the suggestion of
one of its members, the Society for Mental Hy-
giene, undertakes to take stock of results and to
work out constructive recommendations Of results
the study has this to say

The Situation 1 1924

" After seventeen years durmng which the twenty agen-
cies mentioned have at some time had contacts with this
famly, a wisit reveals things about as always The home
18 a dark and dirty flat of four rooms, food, rags, and
filth he under foot, the furmture is broken, 1o disorder,
and piled ligh with soiled and ragged clothes A large
pan of potatoes half fried and seaking i grease is the
complete mid-day medl, even for the two-year old baby
The four older children, who dally leave the home for
work and school, are comparatively neat and clean. but
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those remammg all day at home, are crymg, dirty httle
creatures, suffering from sores and from defonmties re-
sulting from mckets and malnutrition Neither of the
parents appear to be conscious of these undesirable con& -
tions The father, a good-natured, well-meamng and
hard-workmg mdividual, 1s contentedly earmng $1800 a
week, driving a truck, ashe did 22 yearsago The mother,
a heavy, strong-bodled expressionless woman, is not dis-
turbed by flies or filth, disorder, destitution or the ex-
tremely dirty and scantily clothed condition o the
children

"It is reported that the woman 1s again pregnant (for
the ninth time) and it the previous family history 1s borne
out, the expected child will be another step lower n the
scale of physical and mental infemority She, herself 1s
o such an inferior intethgence that she 1s altogether in-
competent to meet the serious problem presented by the
seven children who need special care on account of their
physical and mental econdition She 1s not only S0 unco-
operative that she will not leave her rooms to bring her
children to a welfare chmc, but it 1s only after insistent
pressure that she will allow them to be taken to the chme
by the social worker No results can be expected from
such wisits or from recommendations given by the School
Nurse or other welfare agency, as she s not capable of
complymg with mnstructions, even when willing She sd-
dom can be persuaded to assent to any constructive plans,
such as placing a two-year old daughter with a wiling
and desirable relative

The Second Generation

*"The oldest and most promising boy, 16 years of age,
is supporting himself and 1s adding to the famly income
to the extent of about $12 00 a wesk Alfred, now
12, with a mental age of 814, isin the fourth grade (hav-
ing repeated the second) John and Wilham, 9 and
10 years old, one definitely feeble-minded and the other
a borderhne defective, are at school, repeating the first
grade Jerry, 5 years of age (mental age 4) is handi-
capped by severe nckets, abnormal shyness and language
difficulties and is classified as being of the borderhne dull
type Peter, four years, 1s mentally deficient The only
daughter, when examined m July, 1923, at 16 months was
at the 12 month level of development All the children
with the exception of the oldest, still show the effects of
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rickets m ther infaney and of their present unhygienic
method of hfe”

With such results to show no wonder the social
agencies found no hopem further work m the home
Havmg helped to create the famly they tried to
break 1t up, only to find that the state home for
feeble-mmded was full and had along waiting hst
of the progeny of hke families and that the other
mnstitutions refused to mingle children of low m-
telligence with therr normal charges

Disappomnted m this effort the council attempts
mn the last pages of the study to outline a more
adequate method of treatment in the future It
realizes not only that this individual famaly 1s not
yet off the shoulders of the commumty but that it
1s by no means the only one of its kind 1n the com-
munity

Adequate Methods?

" The presence of a considerable number of such
families 1n a commumty,” says the report, "pre-
sents a pressing problem which constantly baffles
the best efforts of the most skilled social workers
Moreover, the cost of the care which in all human
probability must be ultimately given to this fanmly
alone wll add tens of thousands of dollars to our
tax bills Thenecessity of providing more adequate
methods of meeting such situations both from the
standpoint of society, the community and the state
needs scarcely to be emphasized ”

What are the more adequate methods recom-
mended by the Council? The most defimte of them
are prevention of the marrage of the feeble-
mmded—a method which would be an encourage-
ment to illegitimacy, custodial care of feeble-
mmded women of childbearmg age, or failing this,
better provisions for the care and trammmng of sub-
normal children—both measures of vast expense
and lighly impracticable for other reasons

After an experience from which but one moral
can be drawn, the report falls to draw this moral
It does not recommend, for this type of married
couple, cuttmg off the stream of hfe at its source by
the practice of Birth Control—or, where the par-
ticular case calls for 1t, by eugenic sterihzation

MESSAGE FROM CARL VAN DOREN
The begettrng and bearng of children may reasonably be called as smportant an enterprsse as
the manufacture d motors, magaznes, clothang or pubhesty | find that a great deal & known about
each of these enterprises, and that further detadls are comstantly bang added Why thern must the
enterprise of contrnurng the species be left to amateurs, with so httle technrcal knrowledge that they

cannot ever control thesr cutput? | can find no satisfactory answer tO this guestion

Untsl | can, |

shall go on behering that the known and obtawmable facts about barth control are an essent:al element
an the most necessary d all sciences—the science d being rational Creatures
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The Neo-Malthusian Philosophy

By CHARLES V DRYSDALE
PART III

N the event of another war, what will humanity
have to say concerming a nation which has made
such a declaration? The Neo-Malthusian remedy
for war is sumple |t considers the various nations
as it would separate famihes 1in a community, and
saysto each of them “Lamit your famihes to your
present resources, whatever they may be, so as to
provide comfortably for your chddren without en-
croaching on your neighbors Enter mto friendly
mutually-protectwe alhances with those nations
who are adoptmg the same course, for defendmg
yourself agamst high birth rate aggressive nations
Build up international law and federat~onfor
settimg international questions, and mvite each
nation 1n turn to enter the federat~orwhen it has
overcomeits populat~orproblem Remove all bar-
riers between the low birth rate nations, and aim
finally at a universal federat~orwhere nations will
appear asstates of a Union and frontiers will cease
to be barriers or to have any special significance ”

Already practically the whole of Western Eu-
rope, the United States of America and the British
domumions have reduced overpopulation to the pomt
where an effective beginming can be made with ths
pohcy, and united they could present such a power-
ful combmation agamst the high birth rate nations
asto render attack impossible, and even to exercise
a powerful influence agamst war between the lagh
birth rate ones W e aready have made a start for
an international parhament in the League o Na-
tions and although few are more convmced of 1its
present importance than myself, 1t can become a
most valuable influence m international affarrs, as
soon as it adopts the prineiples outlmed above, and
resolutely sets its face agamst all propositions for
expansion Of territory based upon the need to pro-
vide for mcrease of population It should be em-

phasized that the above proposal 1s not 1n the least
antagomstic to the mterests of each indinidual na-
tion

Elmmnation of overpopulation does not mean
stagnation of populat~onpn the contrary it means
an mcrease both of numbers and efficiency, as has
been so well dlustrated :n Holland Barth control
strengthens each nation for defense while removmg
the need for offen —the greatest of all guarantees
for peace and good will

Conclusion

We Birth Controllers should show that we
are not merely sectarian propagandists for a nar-
row reform, but that we are animated by the mgh-
est of human ideals—the securing of the happmess,
enablernent, and brotherhood o the human race
W e differ m no whit from other humanitarians n
our amms, but mstead of basmng our proposals on
emotion or dogma we have based them on science
and reason Emotion and reason are hke the en-
gmes and the rudder of aship The former mmpels
us to action, the latter guxdes our course |f a dis-
aster occursat seaand an S O S call 1s received,
we may jump mto a high speed motorboat and rush
off at full speed, forgettmg to ascertam the true
posttion Of thewreck or to set a safe course, and we
shall probably end on the rocks or dash mto and
destroy those we have set out to save Such 1s the
usual fate of well-meaning social reformers But
the captain of a ship recerving the S O S call be-
haves very differently H efirst attempts to ascer-
tam the exact position of the wreck, he then gets
out lis chart and marks out a safe coursefor gettmg

(Contsnued On page 216)

MESSAGE FROM JEROME K JEROME
| mw1sh you every success You are dosng a most necessary work

Some thsrty years ago | took the matter up s» " To-day,"” a meekly paper | war edstsng then
I pmnted out the need for the thing and offered tO supply snformatson Response came qusckly from
the msddle-classes and from among the well-to-do artssans But the very poor | could not reach

Thw, | take st, wsll alse be your disfficulty The Church w agasnst the sdea, and employers cyns-
cally admst that a surplus populatson, formmg a reservowr d unemployed from mhwh they can dram off
or not at wnil, w a convemence to them The only people who can really serce here are the doctors—
sf they wll be SO self-denywng Enlsst them on your ssde and there & hope
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FROM AN INTERNATIONAL LABOR
LEADER

London
To the Barth Control League of Amersca

The question of Birth Control i1s becoming a very
mportant one for the working classes of the whole
world | nwview of the thousands of young men and
women unable to secure employment after leaving
school and in view o the serious competition with
young people in industry, the question of teachmg
the working classesmethods of scientific restriction
of famuly 1s of the greatest importance to human
development

As National Secretary of one milhon mmers in
Great Britamn and International Secretary of the
Miners of the World, | have no hesitation in giving
my whole-hearted support to any society which will
help forward Birth Control | n the conflict of hfe
we need healthy human beings who will have an
opportumty of hving decent lhives | therefore
recommend the eonsohdation and wmting together
nationally and internationally of all orgamzations
which will help forward this project

Wishing you every success
Y ours faithfully,
(Signed) A J Cook,
Secretary, Miners’ Federatzond Great Britamn

THE SIXTH INTERNATIONAL

Don Marquis says, in the Herald-Tribune

What an interesting and progressive world we hve 1n,
these days, as 1t 1s revealed to us in the newspapers day
by day!

Tuberculosis 15 gomng out, and Blrth Control 1s com-
ing m

Burth Control, after a long, hard struggle, has at-
tamed respectabibity at last made a place for itself
1 the hearts and homes of our Best People, 1t 15 receiv-
ing the Indorsement of press, pulpit and the medical pro-
fession

Colond Theodore Roosevelt, who seems to have a
mama for doing mmtatively the sort of thmg which his
father did spontaneously, said recently that Birth Con-
trol advocates are ""hog selfish and bad citizens --

"What they really mean, if they are honest,”” he con-
tinued, %s that they don't want another chdd because
they want an automobde and luxurious hiving ”

* » ] - *
Dr C C Iattle, of the Umversity of Maine, takes up
this very pomt, saymg "If the upper classes would

rather buy Rolls Royces (advt ) and have three separate
establishments and Pomeramans than children, then let
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them, for they will have become slaves of their environ-
ment and no longer fitted for parenthood Why encour-
age children from that type? If we had to depend upon
these people to replemsh the world we would degenerate
nto a benevolent society for pug dogs ™

* L] * * »

Our own 1dea 18 that those who want Blrth Control
should have it, and those who don't want it needn't have
1it—what could be fairer?

But we are glad to see that the era of blithering hypo-
erisy with regard to Blrth Control 1s commmg to an end
— that more and more people are ceasing to talk one
way and hive another Havelock Elhs’s little book, “Es-
says on Love and Virtue,” should be on every five-foot
shelf

* L * * *

The following editorial which appeared immed:-
ately after the Sixth International Conference has
been quoted n full or in part m at least a dozen
papers in as many states It 1s quoted here from
the Arlington, Delaware Journal

"A Blrth Control convention has met and adjourned

“Tts memberstook it very seriously

"The rest of us were shocked, amused or indifferent

"Really, for us, there are more nteresting things on
which to hold conventions

"But not for most of the world For the major part
of the human race, exactly this question overshadows every
other problem of hfe

"* Japan found 1t easy to adopt western civilization, but
it 15 stall staggered by the problem o an onental birth
rate and an occidental death rate

""No other crvihzation is thinkable for Chma than the
present one, mm which everything 1s done the hardest way,
to make jobs for more people, and the surplus 18 kept
down by starvation and pestilence, so long as the present
birth rate contmues

""We can teach these people everything we know, of
science, of mdustry and of orgamzation, but 1t 1s all use-
less and meamngless while population crowds the himt
of bare subsistence

"It would be hologically possible to populate Amenca
with a hilhon people in two or three generations

"It would be sociologically mmpossible, even for us, to
mamtain anything but a Chinese civihzation of we did

MUTUAL
The woman that | choose 1s not a passive thing
I have the nght to use, from which my babies spring
I'd value love but low that answered each address
For she whall not say, “Ne,” can never flame to "Yes"

—E Ravrpa CHEYNEY



204

Barth Control Review

CHOICE OR CHANCE

A Constructive Family Plan versus a Destructive Flood of Children

those who need ¢t most*

The homesteader's @mfe who tells her story below started Irfe wath a plan for her famdy §o do
most mothers, bat they have no knowledge of how to carry out thesr plan and smetead of an ordered
happwness with children surrounded Dy every protection, married hife too often means chaos and mwery
for both parents and chddren When chsldren come toofast to the poor, hunger, sickness, death, neglect
and hard labor fer both old and goung are the consequences \We know the means of changrng all thw by
enabling man to regulate the stream of Irfe How long are we gowng to withhold this knowledge from

Homesteaders
Montana

I am a mother of two children, the older child 12 a girl
o four years and the younger a boy o fifteen months
I will becomea mother in four months Of course, with all
candor | must state that this third birth so soon after the
second child 15 an acadent For the sake of my own
health and that of the coming child | would have chosen
at least two or three years later for this third " event™
I had thought that | had a certamm and sure preventive
until just the last few months My mother gave me the
secret as a wedding gift  As my health i1s not good 1t 1s
imperative that | have information which is authortative
m regard to Birth Control Otherwse the only course
left for me to follow 1s separation or divorce | have a
case of arrested tb o the lungs Continued bearing of
childrer means that | must fill an early grave and leave
some motherless httle ones | am the wmafe of a farmer on
one of these Montana homesteads where modern conven-
1ences are beyond our finanaial reach, as we have just
lately gone through four years o drouth

The Monthly Nurse Advises
Ohio

| am o the same opinion asyou | say women are so
ignorant of things they should know, but as they are un-
able to obtamn the right information from the right place
and the law so one-sided, we can but live 1n hopes yeu will
be able mth our united help to let the suffering world
know what they should Thisiswhat | would Iike to know
as a mother of five children and a laboring man for a
husband, age fifty years this coming birthday Isn't this
alarge enongh family for any working man? | st possible
there are any real sure-enough things women can do to
keep from having children when they have enough, that
is, without 1mjury to themselves? | have tried dozens of
preventnves My neighbors advised only to find mysaf preg-
nant agamn | hve in perfect dread from month to month
I w1l say | have a perfect control o myself, but 1s that

enough? | learned that of an old nurse after she had
twelve of her own and a none too particular husband
Would you be allowed to help me in a personal letter?
| comen contact with quite a lot & women, as | have a
pubhc job They often ask me such questions and | cer-
tainly could do a lot of good

Fwe Luwng and Three Dead
Texas
I have been looking for help for many years, but | have
failed to get the nght kind of help | am the mother of
eight children, five hving and three desd My eldest one
is twelve years and there isn't one of my children strong
Have had one set of twins that died at two months and
oh, | had a hard time trying to take care of these babies
I am not strong, a small woman, weigh 107 pounds, have
been so weak at times | couldn't hardly stay up and carry
my load | have done all in this world that anyone told
me a woman could do to control arth, but nothing | have
ever done helped me along this ime A doctor told me
something but another baby came just the same Weare
poor people, no place to call home and can't do a good
part by thelittle children My baby isonly eight months
old and | have been going to the field picking cotton and
puttmng it on my sack as | picked My husband gets only
two dollarsaday | wont write any more on this subject,
but help 1s what | want

The Black Plague

Pennsylvama

| am a marnied woman and have two children, and do
not want any more, for the boy 1s not at all wel, and |
have spent so much money on him and 1t seems no doctor
helps him at all The last doctor told me that he was
syphihtic, and that he got it from me And | surely do
not want to bnng such children mto the world So if
thereis any way of preventing conception, w2ll you please
mform me, so | can prevent it

| also have to help to make the hiving | do seven or
eight washings a week, and do a lot of house-cleaning,
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for my husband does not have a trade So | would be
very glad to hear from you

Continence
Oklahoma

What a world of sorrow | feel |1 could have missed if |
had met you twenty-five years ago' | will not bore you
with a tale of sickness and sorrow, just because | did not
understand Now smece reading your book | feel I am on
a higher plane and ready to begin at forty-two a new hfe,
for | believe you can help me | have tned severa so-
called preventives but | have eight hving children, and
have had three miscarmages 1n the last year—they are
only so-called Now | am keeping away from my husband,
which as you know, causestrouble | have always thought
of sexual union as something to endure, but you have given
me a beautiful thought of love which | shall give to my
girls and save them what | have suffered What can | get
that | wll not have to bnng into the world more babies
than | can carefor? | think you are a brave woman and
doing more for the good of humamty than all the churches
m the world Tell meif | can be of any use to you to
spread the wonderful truth If what you tell me should
be aganst the laws of man, | am sure the good God will
agree with us and the thousands o women who suffer as
I have

The Greatest Thing on Earth
Oklahoma

I have been seamng the ad 1n the papers of your book on
Birth Control for about two years | wanted to order the
book but my husband always said 1t was a fake | have
managed for the price of the book, ordered 1t and read it
It is the greatest thing on earth and if given a chance |
will vote for it | have been married to this man four
years, have one httle girl two years, have miscarred five
times | am just adrag now | have had my mind made
to never bring another child to the world | had three
children by my first husband and | am only twenty-seven
| mtend to do everything for the cause | beheve Birth
Control will be a law for my httle grl But | don't want
to go on in this manner until | die | don't know how to
get help unlessyou seefit to help me You can, | am sure,
and | hope you will Will have everybody read my book
that | can get to do so

"1, Too, Want to be Freg"
Utah
| have purchased one of your books, **Woman and the
New Race™ and | want to congratul ate you on your work

Like many other women, | too, want to be free
mother had a large family and I, being the eldest, had to
work out because there was no room for me at home
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When | met my husband he was 64 and | was 24 |n my
Ignorance | thought we would never have any children
because my husband was too old But now | have ax
children, the oldest eight and my baby four months They
are all healthy, mtelhgent children, but the work and the
stramn o canng for them is getting the best of me And
the future—what will it bnng? My husband is now 73
and | am prematurely old at 33 It keeps us guessing to
make ends meet, for we have no income only what my hus-
band makes at shop work and we all have to do wmithout
lots of things that we should have

Mrs Sanger, how can we keep from having more chl-
dren? | love my husband very much, also my children,
but I can't have any more The doctor says be careful—
but he didn’t tell me what to do If you can help me
Mrs Sanger, | wll surely be grateful to you

A Sister’s Trouble
Idaho

I have read your wonder book My mother purchased
it for me | think it is a wonder and hope you have success
with it | will try and do all | can if you will give me a
Iittle advice | have no children myself, due to falhng of
the womb, but have a sister who suffers death at child-
birth She has hemmorhoids and hasto he flat on her back
for weeks wath the foot end of the bed two feet higher
than the head, and has to be fed with a teaspoon But
still doctors will qve her no help They tell her she can
never hve through it again, but will not help her

Please, Mrs Sanger, tell me what to get for her so she
can ive She haslost so much blood she can hardly stand

up

Too Sckly for More
Michigan

I have two lovely httle chaldren nov Our girl 1s two
and one-haf years old, and the boy is just four months
old We think if we can get any information from you
it will be of great help to us At the birth o our boy,
the doctor said it should be the last as | am not strong
enough for more, but he refuses to help me now as we
have not a very big income, while he helps others that
went to hum the same time | did

All They Can Care For
Ohio

| am a married woman with four children | have two
boys and two girls and | feel hke that is all that we can
take care of

| am 33 years old When my last httle girl was born
I amost died | had blood poison and bed fever | never
waked a step for four months and the doctors told me
I must be careful and not have any more children, but
never told me what to do If you can tell me anything
to help me | surely would appreciate it
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Book Reviews

A Revew by Howard Nelson Rubnen

"APLEA FOR MONOGAMY," by Wilfmd Lay, PhD
Bom and Laveright

R LAY pomts out 1in his book that the success of a
marnage iS dependent upon the effort of the hus-

band to satisfy his wfe sexually Mutual gratification
can be accomphshed only through the self-control of the
man | f the husband is brutal, hasty, or thoughtless, the
wife must suffer Under these conditions the wafe 1s soon
dimllusioned and ceases to love her husband

T o accomphsh a happy umon, it 1s therefor necessary
for the husband to develop a method or techmque 1n his
love-making which will result in the satisfaction and sub-
sequent happiness of both man and woman Having
acquired this techmque, which seems to consist merely 1n
a common-sense conslderation of ks partner's pleasure,
a man will be perfectly happy with one woman—and need
never search for or desire a different mate

Dr Lay thus calmly 1gnores the mystenous factor in
the life of everyone—love He thinks that love 1s nothing
more or less than the perfect gratification of the sexual
desire! He even goes so far as to say that any healthy
man can marry any healthy woman and be entirely
happy, never falhng :n love wath anyone else, promded s
techmque 1nsures his wife's experiencing the acme of
sexual pleasure

Atheory so vulgar and disgusting 1s not only untrue
but actually offensive t 0 everyone |t not only repudiates
art and romance, but also ignores the recent work in
psychology The most that can be said for the book is
that 1t 1s quite true 1n declanng that a husband ought to
consider the happmess of his partner—-but surely every-
one of any culture knows that It is utterly unnecessary
to wnte a three hundred page book to explan that

The book 1s very difficult t0 read, since 1t constantly
repeats what has been simply stated, and then goes on
m very distasteful figures of speech to dnve home the
obmous pommt | f such a book were to serve a useful
purpose, it would have to be wntten so that uneducated
people who never gaive any thought to the beauty of
sexual Ife could read it A person of that type could
never read book as vague and uminteresting as this

* * *
° * » L

A Revtew by C C Lattle

HEREDITY AND EUGENICS, by R Ruggles Gates
Macmillan Company, New York

R GATES' book is so different in form from other
text books covermg the same fieldthat cornpansons
are somewhat dafficult @ the approximately two hundred
and fifty-six pages, twenty-six are on general heredity,

and two hundred and twenty-four on human heredity
The style 18 diseursive rather than analytical and the
absence of sub-headings and sub-divisions of matenal
makes the reading at times somewhat difficult The cases
cited as illustrating vanous prineiples Of heredity are for
the most part chosen from human matenal This adds
mterest, but 1t scems to me failsin accuracy For ex-
ample, on pages 11 and 12 ciagrams tO illustrate men-
dehan inhentance use as an illustrative character the trait
of brachydactyly The disadvantage of this procedure
will be realized when one remembers homozygous brachy-
dactylous parents have never been surely identified There
15 S0me evidence m fact that they would die before
matunty

Unclassified Facts

As before stated the style and the approach s rather
more conversational than scientific One finds, for ex-
ample, i the chapter on Physscal Characters sn Man a
great diversity of topies Starting with stature, a most
complex character, it runs off into a consideration of
dwarfism |t also goes into considerable detail concerming
the hastory of feral horses on Sable Island Whld turkeys
on Santa Cruz Island are soon, however, considered, while
the very next paragraph deals with the work of Daven-
port on achendroplasia  Soon after this eye color i man
18 considered, but before commng to any conclusion on
the matter, so much matenal 15 eited asto leave the reader
m a bewildered condition

Skin color and hair charactenistics are taken up, and
result in more or less repeated oscillation between negro-
white crosses and a hairless family mm Upper Alsace In
a conslderation of albimsm, true albimsm and spotting
are both ncluded, a thing which no geneticzst should have
done, unless he reverts to the type of classification used
by Pierson in the early days of the rediscovery of men-
delism For some entirely unknown reason the last para-
graph on albimsm contains an account of an Indan
famly of toothless men with some remarks on the -
heritance of this trait

The treatment of the subject of left-handednessis an
outpounng of interesting factsnot in the least classified
or developed 1n any legical order

The other chapters until the sxth, on Socsal and
World Adspects of Eugenscs, have much the same difficul-
ties One of them mcludes on page 149 an unfortunate
error of the repeated use of Goddart istead of Goddard
The same error 18 made in the bibhography Considering
that Dr Goddard's work 1s one of the best known paeces
of research in eugemes, this 18, to say the least, un-
fortunate



July, 1925

The latter part of the book on the secial aspects of
the question 13 much more interesting and readable The
bibhography 15 extensive and useful

On the whole, however, 1t appears to the renewer that
the book has not contributed fundamentally to the hst of
excellent works already available 1n this fidd

* * * * *  J *

THE MONGOL IN OUR MIDST, by F G Crook-
shank, M D E P Dutton, New York

F all the httle volumes so far issued in the Today

and Tomorrow Senes, this 1s both for readableness
and for subject matter perhaps the most interestmg Dr
Crookshank 1s a speciahst m mongohiamsm and his studies
of this form o wdocy have led him into other scientific
fidlds besides medicine Of these studies this httle book
15 the outcome The subtitle s "Man and His Three
Faces' and the thesis he sets before anthropologists and
ethnologists to prove or disprove 1s that there are mn the
“white” race three distinct strains of blood, coming from
yellow, black and white human ancestors and, farther
back, from three distinet prehuman sources Mongohan-
18m, dementia praecox and negroidism are, he beheves,
throw-backs to one or another prehuman ancestor

No one but a specialist 1n the sciences relating to
human origins 1s quahfied to pass upon the scientific basis
of Dr Crookshank's book One speciahst has character-
1zed 1t as “mngemous and plausible, but not quite commng
to gnps with the aimost overwhelmmg mass of endence
against the hypothesis of a plurahstic ongin of man”
But whatever may be said by men o science, there re-
mams outstanding 1n the general reader's mind a sense
of imspiration on the wnter's part, a feehng that Dr
Crookshank has had a scientific intuition whach 1t would
pay scientists to follow up by the exhaustive research
which he does not claim to have made himself

From the standpoirt of Birth Control ** The Mongol
1m Our Midst” has a special mterest in 1ts statement in
regard to the causes of mongoliamsm Mongohan idiots,
says Dr Crookshank, are those for whom "there has been
in uterme hfe not merely defiment developmental mmpetus
but an hesitation, a faltering at the crossroads of develop-
ment " Has statement of the causa cousans of this Incom-
pleteness 18 nothing |ess than an emumeration of con&-
trons 1n marnage where Birth Control should be prac-
ticed ‘"Mongohans,' says he, **are usually the offspnng
of feeble, Immature or exhausted parents An imbecile of
this kind 1s often either the first child of young parents,
the last elmld of a numerous family or the only child of
parents already elderly Sometimes there 1s a clear ma-
ternal history of 111-hedth, debiity or privation Some-
times there1s a parental syphhs or tuberculosis--

MSB
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The Census Bureau has sent out a press announcement
on the size of farmhes in t he birth registration area of the
United States, of mothers of 1923 with husbands aged
between; 40 and 49 years ToO the parentsn this study a
total of 147,209 children were born 1in 1923, bringing up
the average number of children ever borr per family in
this group to about 6 A grouping by occupation shows
that for fathers between 40 and 45 years of age, coal
miners had the largest famihes, seven being their average
The lowest average 1s for architects, 28 In the older
group, fathers between 45 and 49, foremen, overseers and
inspectors compete with coal mmers for the largest fam-
ahies and dentists, surgeons and physicians have the small-
est As one newspaper expresses this fresh example of
differential fecundity—*“the rich are getting richer and
the poor are getting chuldren ”

UNDESIRED

Dnd they that clasped desire me?
Oh, no, 'twas heart on heart
‘Twas hp to hp and hfe for hfe—

Now hving is my part

Oh, had they known, oh, had they dreamed
What hfe 1t was they gave,

Would they have stayed their wild, wild love,
Nor made my years their slave?

Did they that loved stand awed at
My masked mheritance?

They laughed and called the echo—
| am a ehld of chance

Children o chance, we wander
Possessed, by those who gave

The undesired, unthought, unsought—
The hfe that we must save

They asked for one another,

Bhnd Nature grnmly hurled

A soul, out through their gates of love,
To wak this weary world

(Verses cut from an old newspaper--AUTHOR UNENOWN)
Agtation has started for a Birth Control law, and 1t 18

Ohver Herford's fervent hope that they will make1t retro-
active —Lifz (New York)
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Mexico

By ErLExna Torres

HE problem of birth control n Mexlco pre-

sents very Important and interesting social
aspects As s the case in any country, the well-
to-do people of Mexlco have sought the advice
offered by the medical profession and mn fact blrth
control has not been absolutely unknown in Mexlco
although for many years i1t was one of the secrets
only known by the aristocracy

Durmg the ture of the Revolution 1t was much
discussed The persecutions that in this country
the government upheld agamnst the propagandists
and leaders of the :1dea were warmly commented 1n
Intellectual and revolutionary circles in Mexlco

I n his book errticizing the law on “Famly Rela-
tions,” passed in MexIco in April, 1917, by Presi-
dent Carranza m collaboration with Mr Lws Cab-
rera and Mr F Palaviem, Mr Pallares was the
first to present in a systematic form and with a
scientific spirit all the issues involved m the laws
of divorce, of the legitimation of chlldren, that s,
therecogmtion of equal rights for legal, natural and
adulterous chlldren, of the law on guardianship,
and in general of all those problems about the
famly which have passed through a radical reform
m Mexlco

MYy opinions differ greatly from those expressed
by Mr Pallares, although | admire the seriousness
and interest with which he deals with this Important
subject Not one Important detail that will affect,
for better or for worse, the deep customs of Mexi-
can soclety escapes his analytic mmd

A Lear ned Cntic

In one of the eriticisms this worthy jurist makes
aganst the divorce law he quotes the well-known
saymng of Napoleon ' Thelegislator must not con-
sider the family as a trifing affarr |tS dommant
sentiments make necessary a pohcy of non-inter-
ferance” This isindeed a brilhant saying, but 1t 1s
adouble-edged weapon which could equally be ap-
phed to the indissolubility of the matrimomal bonds
which M r Pallares approvesor to freeloveas many
would apply 1t

The 1deas of men are so relative that we have to
keep in mind the mood of the individual when he
comned the phrase we approve A great many social
musfortunes are the result of the careless sympathy
with which we accept such ambiguous phrases as
the one which mspired the beautiful paragraph of
Mr Pallares

Rzrth Control Review

| ntheprefaceof the second edition of 19231 find
that he condemns severely the law on Family Rela-
tions H e blames it for having influenced 1n part
the movement to give women the means of blrth
control

T o some extent perhaps it 1s true that this law
has contributed 1n part to axd women who do not
want to have any children until they can find a per-
manent husband, sinee 1t 1s desirable for all children
to have a father, but of course this 1s not the only
use made of this law

Mr Pallares says "Future generations will
blame us for having changed the Mexican woman,
self-sacrificing, noble, and profoundly mother, for
the Yankee woman, who 1s superficial and some-
times termbly mmmoral "' For my part | hold the
form of morality that makes so strong an appeal
to Mr Pallares to be ridiculous

Aspects of the Problem

W e have m MexIco the awful shame of prostitu-
tion regulated by the State W e have miscarriages,
abandoned chlldren and many other forms of pros-
titution

The blirth control problem of Mexlco presents
the followmg aspects

|  The possibiity of poor marmages havmg
only the number of children the parents think they
areableto educate This 1s a very general pomnt of
view whose truth | have been able to appreciate in
marriages Of the middle class having a fairly good
culture

IT This same pomt of view 1s taken by women
workmg i factories who have to help their hus-
bands The contact with eity hfe stimulates to a
great extent the desire of parents to improve the
social condition of their children by means of edu-
cation

IIT Thecountry womans sunk mn great ignor-
ance, does not know the most rudimentary prin-
ciples of mnternal hygiene and 1t 1s very dufficult for
her to make use of any knowledge of th:s kind as
long as she does not have some understanding of
Lfe that will enable her to take more mterest in the
future of her chlldren

IV The morality of the unmarried woman is
a topic that worries a great number of people fond
of estimating the value of marmageable women by
therr virgimty It 1s true that many women will
see m blrth control an easy solution to the practice
of sexual mtercourse, but the situation will be no
dufferent from that which exists today, except that
the great number of women in the grasp of misery
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and o unfortunate chddren will decrease Also
the number of Don Juans who are able to prove
the number of their love adventures by them illeg-
tmmate offsprmgwill decrease

T osum up, we can say that birth control will stop
many of the materal miseries that handicap women
and children and also some of the moral miseries
that are so frequent among the masses in my coun-
try These are the principal aspects that birth con-
trol as knowledge in the hands of all women pre-
sents in Mexico

Theresultsto thefuture will be significant They
will change a great deal the concepts of social Iife,
and 1ts desirable consequences on selection w1l ap-
pear m proportion to the gmdance that Eugemes
gives to future generations

Asfor the present attitude toward Birth Control
mm Mexico, we have the sane acceptance of the
knowledge by a great number of young married
couplesdesirous of hmitmg their offsprmg, but we
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also have the selfish use of 1t by those young men
who do not want to carry the responsibihity of a
chdd, but neverthel essdesire the pleasures of sexual
mtercourse Others justify it because 1t assures
their personal welfare and that of therr chddren
Another group of Mexicans feel the deadly fear
of those that do not hke to accept the changes in
moral standards through which society passes
through the ages, this 1s due to them Ignorance or
forgetfulness o hstory and the constant process
o evolution

Lastly some make use of sophisms and rehgious
dogmas Morality and religion are the two weapons
which they use to attack new ideas To me these
two words designate relative truth and God, two
concepts which can never be lost either by birth
control or by an340ther event or concept in the past
or m the future

*Report to the Sixth International Neo-Malthusian and Birth
Control Conference

MESSAGE FROM RUPERT HUGHES

By a curtous but everlastsng rrony of human mature, the people who call themselves the best
people and make the most nesse about morals have always opposed personal Pberty as the chief danger

d erstence

The very words whick are used an the war agasnst bsrth control have been preveously used wath
equal smdignation and nghteousness agaznst the freedom of speech, thought and press, agarnst the free-
dom o daves, agaznst the public schools, agasnst the educatron of the poor, agawnst the freedomof thu
and other republics, agasnst the right o men to vote, agamret the nght d women to vote, agamst pro-
tectson O chaldren by the State, agawst truth, astronomy, science, geography, even agarnst medicine

and anaesthetscs

The wrst o habeas corpus was won with the utmost dufficulty and rt ss conndered a foundatson
stone o liberty Habeas corpus means “You have the body of so and 0 #= your power Restore liberty

tort or tell why you should keep & ~

Brrth Control & the woman's Magna Carta, her rght to say to her husband

body :n your power Restore ¢ to my custody

" You have my

The people who are now castzng up thesr hands sn dread and smwoking laws agawnst bsrth con-
trol, were only recently performsng the same gestures agarnst the hideous sn of allowng women to

choose thesr ciwn husbands

Later, they were aghast at the thought of allezesng womento vote or to con-

trol thesr own earmngs We can enly regard them with equal horror and marvel that any but savage3
or despots could uphold the barbarmsm of keepimg women s sgnorance and sn bondage concernsng the
most persious and the most precious nght they can possess the rght to choose not only the fathers of
thew children, but the tvme and condstsons O thesr birth.

I prophesy thut :n a fav years these over-righteous tyrants wi be accepting bsrth control ar
the natural and normal condstson of Ife, and wsng rt as a sacred tnststutson wsth which to combat the

next step o hwman progress

Those who endure the martyrdom of abuse and contempt heaped upon the advocates of bsrih
control Can rest assured thut they are merely runmsng the gauntlet that every bemefactor of the race

has had to endure

Now as always st ++ the unco’ gusd that saflsct the torture and throw the migasles
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BOOKS
Birth C(:jontrol
a
Population

By Margaret Sanger
What Every Garl Should Know
Revised Edition of the best book for Girls

Woman and the New Race

Appeals to the Heart of every Mother

' ThePiwvot of Civihzation

Appeals to the Mind of every Thinker

$1 50
200

200

By Harold Cox
The Problem of Population

The Clearest Presentation of the Greatest
Problem that Faces Mankind

250

By Hugh De Selsncourt
One Lattle Boy

Illunination for every Mother and every
Teacher of Young Boys

200

By Edward M East
Manki nd at the Crossoads

Wil the Human Race choose the right
road or the wrong one Professor BEast
g makes the choice dear

350

i

BIRTH CONTROL REVI EW g
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BOOKS OF VITAL INTEREST
ON ALL TOPICS
Sex, Psycho-Analysis, Psychology,
Diet and Health
The Moet Authoritative Avuthors
Havelock Bllis, Robis, Long, Eratt-Ebbing, Forel, Kisch,

Bloch, Malchow, Brill, Prcud, Jung, Adler,
lahr, Father Kniepp, Gase, Drew

Yowr Needs Alwoyr Fulfilled,
If obtainable, we have it; if unobtainable, we can got it.
DESCRIPTIVE LISTS SENT FPREE
MODERN BOOK ASSOCIATION

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
4150 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD

Birth Control Reuview

A HARVARD MAN ON A CATHOLIC
CRITIC

Followmmng Mrs Sanger’s address before the
Liberal Club of Harvard, David Goldstem spoke
agamnst Birth Control before that club on April
15th He represented the Cathohc Truth League
Of s address Mr Norman E Hmes, Robert
Treat Pamne Fellow it Social Ethies and coach of
the Harvard Debatmg Team writes

I cannot refrain from obserning that | have heard few
men upon the pubhc platform who have less respect for
facts, who show less abslity to reason from cause to effect
and who appeal moreto rehgious authoritariamsm regard-
lessof what reason and sane judgment would dictate, than
Pawnd Goldstein in his pubhe utterances

Mr Goldstein’s mamn point was that the conscious re-
striction of the birth rate by Birth Control methods was
“immeoral” It 1s 1mmoral because those who practice 1t
are “mterfering with a natural function” When it was
pointed out in the discussion that a heaner than air ma-
chine, the aeroplane, interfered with gravitation, that
vaccination Interfered with another " natural” process,
in fact, that all eamihzation was a resistance to and trans-
formation of the forces of nature, Mr Goldstemn rephed
'Why, vacemation lengthens hfe! That 1sn’t 1n the moral
fidd at all >

He gave the impression that Dr Loms Dublhin’s mamn
contention, before the Sixth International Neo-Malthu-
stan Conference recently held m New York, was that
America ought to fear depopulation The members of the
Liberal Club, however, knew better than this since they
had had a full report of the conference from one who at-
tended the sessions—a report which had given consider-
able attention to the curious mixture of sound and un-
sound eriticism of this New York statistician Mr Gold-
stein admitted that he had not attended the conference
and had only read the newspapers Incidentally his speech
mn reply to Mrs Sanger at the Common Cause Forum in
Boston recently, was also admttedly based upon the few
inches of report by a Boston newspaper of Mrs Sanger’s
speech beforethe club  This accounts partly for the wesk-
ness of Mr Goldsten’s factual basis

The speaker went on to tell of famous men who have
come from large famhes, spoke of abortion 1n Russa,
and claimed that no large body of doctors or clergymen
have ever supported Birth Control, the latter of whach 1s
untrue, and all of which 2s not germane to the mam 1ssue
o the problem At any rate, the members of the Harvard
Student Liberal Club are not so much interested 1n what
other people think of a given social pohcy, they are In-
terested m finding out what the facts and arguments are
on both sides so that they can form a judgment of therr
own Intellectual and spiritual authorntarnamsm is dead
there and we are all thankful for it
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CACOGENICS

CHicaco, May 3— Mrs Emnec Hellboug, with a famly
of sixteem, crowded mnto three hittle roomsn a dinky back-
lot cottage, thought 1t about time to thin out her flock,
so she ordered Margaret 13, and Hattle, 15, to get mar-
ned

“Get out of here and do something,” she commanded
" Get marned and shift for yourselves”

Margaret took the order hterally and went out of the
Iittle home On the corner she spied a beggar, a legless
beggar, at that

""Want to marry me?"* she asked

Carl Farmer, aged 24, the legless mendicant, considered
the proposttion Margaret was large for her age, could
cvok, 8w and keep house Not a bad bargamn, se he
whedled humself back to her home and Margaret's mother
accepted him

“Now my sister Hattie wants to get married, too,"
spoke up Margaret **Can you find a man for her?""

""Come with mg"* said Carl, so Margaret walked along
as he propelled hus carrnage Eventually they came up on
Cheenah Kichi, aged 34, his shriveled, paralyzed legs
bound to ls body, an old army hat and umform covenng
his deformities And Cheenah was wiling to marry Hat-
tie Margaret became Carl's bnde on January 30th and
Hattie was marned to the Indian beggar February 18th

Now the girls have discovered that they did not do so
badly Carl, the legless one, averages $150 a week, while
the paralyzed Indian gathersin from $50 to $75 a day
The bndes take their husbands to their alloted comers
every morming 1n taxicabs Every half hour or so they
reheve them of accumulated cash to forestall street rob-
bers Each beggar works five hours a day and their child
wives escort them to a side street and take them home in
ataxicab ~—¥ew York Tsmes

THE LIONESS AND THE FOX

The fox once observed to the honess that foxes were
very much to be envied in the matter of fruitfulness
Scarcely a year passed that she, for mstance, did not
bnng mto the world a good htter of cubs, while some
people, she contmued, who had only one young one at a
time, and that not more than twice or thrice 1n their lives,
looked down upon everybody else with contempt This
sneer was too pomnted to be passed over 1n silence by the
honess, who rephed, with a good-deal of fire, '"What you
say 1s true, you have a great many young at a time, and
often, but what are they? Foxes | have but one, but
remember that that oneis a hon ™

—Axsor (619-564 B C)

“Four 13 good company, five +s a charge,
Sw m afannly, seven’s too large ”

—0ld Rhyme
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The American

Birth Control League

Needs Your Help
To Extend
| ts Viir k

w

WHAT YOU CAN DO

YOU CAN SEND A CHECK
YOU CAN BECOME A MEMBER

YOU CAN SECURE NEWMEMBERS

Enclosed is my check for $ (or dollar bili)
which | send to the AMERICAN BI RTH CONTROL
LEAGUE to ard its work

Also please send me enrollment shps and

free leaflets
Name

Address

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
104 Kfth Avenue New York City

MARGARET SANGER
Premdent

Faaxces B ACEERMANXY
Treasurer
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News Notes
NATIONAL

ONE of the most important recent events in the
movement :n the Umted Statess the official accept-
ance d Birth Control by the two great national
bodies OF gynaecologists Early in May the Amen-
can Society of Gynaecologists and Obstetricians at

therr meetmg i Washington, passed a resolut~on

advocatmg the amendment of laws which hamper
the progress o contraceptive knowledge On May
26th Dr James F Cooper attended the annual
meetmg of the American Medical Society and took
part in the scientific session of the Gynaecological
Section At this session a paper was read on "' The
Average Sex Lafe of the American Woman," which
was followed by the adoption of aresolution calling
for the study of sex problems Three days later at
its business meeting the section passed the follow-
mg resolution on Birth Control Resolved, that
this section recommend the alteration of existing
laws wherever necessary so that physicians may
give contraceptive information to their patients in
theregular courseof practice

Though no action on Birth Control was taken
by the Sixth Annual Convention of the National
League o Women Votersat Richmond, Va, which
ended April 20th, a vigorous educational campaign
to have study o this subject introduced mto the
League's plan of work was carried on among the
delegates by Mrs Leshe J Tomkms and Mrs
Richard Billings, a member of the Board of Diree-
tors of the American Birth Control League, Mrs
Walter M Newkirk of Pennsylvama, Miss Sally
Peters and others The subject was actually dis-
cussed at a meetmg on clld welfare, presided over
by Mrs S H Bmg

LEGISLATIVE BILLS

Of the three Birth Control measures brought
before our state legislatures this winter, the Con-
necticut bill was rejected by the Senate The judi-
ciary report on this bill stated that 1t had merit, but
advised agamst changing the law "at this time ”
The Waterbury Republican 1s not surprised at the
fate df this bill which had agamst it "' the silent op-
position of deep-rooted prejudice ” The New Jer-
sey bill, opposed b{ like forces, died in commttee
and the NewYork il has not been reported by the
Codes Comrmtitee  The New Jersey sterihization
bill which, 1t will be remembered, passed the Senate,
died 1n the Assembly Comrmttee to which 1t was
referred

| n Ithno:s efforts ot place legislation prohibiting
the dissemunation of Birth Control information on

Birth Control Review

the statute booksfaded when on A prd 9th the Sen-
ate Judieary Comrmttee tabled Senator Boehm’s
bdl providing penalties for spreadmg such informa-
tion

CANADA

IN thelast days o April, Dr Norman Haire was
m Ontario, wherehe addressed the Hamilton Med:-
cal Society at Niagara Falls, on April 25th and two
days later spoke before two hundred members of
the Toronto Academy o Medicme Dr A B

Whytock presided at the meetmg m Toronto

ENGLAND

THE most important single event m the last two
months was the adoption 1n March by the Council
of the National Umon of Societies for Equal Citi-
zenship o the Birth Control resolut~onntroduced
by Dorothy Jewson The following account of the
debate which preceded the vote 1s from the Man-
chester Guardian

Miss Jewson, moving the resolution, said 1t meant that
the Mimstry of Health should be asked to cancel its in-
struction that such information was not to be given At
present the chme doctor might tell a woman she ought
not to have more children, but he might not give her the
necessary information that he was at hberty to give to a
private patient This was an injustice to working-class
mothers who could not afford pnvate advice Last year,
she said, 3,000 mothers died at ¢hld-barth and 100,000
children died before they were born As a member of Par-
hament she had received, she said, letters from expectant
mothers who asked her for information about means to
prevent the birth, and she had to explain that by birth
control contraception was meant She made the statement
that 1n some cities there were abortion clubs to which
women contributed every wesk and to wach they went for
help She wanted to see the practice of drug-taking stop-
ped and information about contraception supphed

Mrs Alfred Marshall, speakimg from her knowledge of
infant welfare work, said that such information was ur-
gently needed by workmg-class mothers, not because they
did not carefor ehldren but because they did

Mrs Stocks said that the imndustnal towns of the north
were riddled with ill-health that resulted from drug-taking
and abortion The women were going to the wrong people
and getting the wrong information The women who at-
tended the welfare centres were of the type who should be
helped, the marned mothers When the nght kind of 1n-
formation was available they could protest agamst dr ugs
and malpracttces The National Umon stood for equahty
and was therefore justified in securing for working-class
mothers the help now given to women who could afford to
pay for pnvate advice
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Tho speakers who opposed the resolution did so gener-
ally on rebgious grounds

The British Medical Association 1s not yet ready
to undertake the scientific gmdance of the Birth
Control Movement At the meeting of the Council
on March 25th, Dr E R Fothergill’s motion ask-
g that a special committee be formed to consider
whether the assoeiation should 1ssue a pronounce-
ment on the subject waslost after a spirited debate

Two other bedies from which a statement has
been expected have not yet been heard from At
last reports neither Copek nor the Bishop of Win-
chester’s Birth Rate Commttee of the National
Commussion on Pubhe Morals had given a decision
for or against Birth Control, though the latter body
1s preparmng 1ts report At the Annual Meetmg of
the Yorkshire Congregational Church, the Chair-
man, the Rev E Gnffith Jones, gave a rather
colorless endorsement of Barth Control when he re-
ferred to 1t as an established fact and "one of the
directive forces of theworld,” which would be good
or bad aceordmg to the uses that were made of 1t

Meanwhile quantity mstead of quahty prevails
m England as elsswhere This 1s shown by army
figures W e learn from press chppings that five
out of every eight prospectme recruits for the Brit-
1sh army were rejected because they did not fulfill
the physical and mental requirements

NEW ZEALAND

A M ON G recent visitors at headquarters of the
American Birth Control League was Mrs C A
Fraer, a member of the Social Hygiene As-
sociation Of Christchurch She reports a great n-
terest m Birth Control among physicians and lay-
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men connected with the Social Hygiene Associa-
tion This interest cannot express itself in pubhc
support because there are, as in America, legal 1m-
pediments m the way of spreading knowledge of
contraceptive measures There has however been
of late an alarmmng Increase in maternal mortalty
throughout the well orgamzed hospital system of
New Zealand and 1t 1s felt that the mvestigation
of means of prevention which 1s now under way wll
mmclude Birth Control

COMING EVENTS

THE following 1s Dr Cooper's itmerary for July
and August in the order m which he will visit the
cities histed

Newark, Ohio
Cincinnati, Ohio
Morehead, Kentucky
Frankfort, Kentucky

Marshall, Texas
Houston, Texas
Gulfport, Massissipps
Mobile, Alabama

Lousville, Kentucky

Indianapolis, Indiana
Kendallville, Indiana

Montgomery, Alabama
Birmingham, Alabama
Nashwille, Tennessee

War saw, Indiana
Chicago, Ilhnois
DeKalb, Ilinms
Champaign, |llinois
Springfield, Inois
Whate Hall, Ilhnois
Cairo, Illinois
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Birth Control and "' Positive Eugenics'

By Francis B SumyER

OSE of us who have jomed the campaign

for Birth Control at a time when 1t no longer
requres courage to do so should be modest in offer-
mg our advzce to the veterans who fought and won
the earher battles, in the face of such great odds
However, the veterans themselves have sought
counsel from someof these more recent recruts and
have mvited constructive eriticism This, at |east,
18 My mterpretation of the recent, hghly successful
International Conference, held in New Y ork City
Owmg 10 its far-reaching social and biological

consequences, and to its rather recent emergence as
an object of critieal study, Birth Control 1s pre-
eminently one of those subjects upon which there
must long be honest differences of opimon Such
differences are not to be deplored They are a
healthy sign Any tendency to set up an "ortho-
dox" doctrme mn ths field would be calamitous
There are many essential points upon which we can
all unite-enough, surely, to make a pretty nclu-
sive Birth Control platform But there are other
pomts—some of them highly important ones—upon
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which we must at present disagree These are the
pomts, most of all, whach call for scientific investi-
gation and for friendly discussion

In an editorial mm the June number o this
ReviEW, Mrs Sanger expresses her regret that the
"Eugenic” resolutlon, mtroduced by Professor
Roswell Johnson, should have been adopted by the
Conference She beleves that the passage of this
resolutlon has resulted in confusmg the aims of the
Conferencen theeyes o the pubhc, and in obscur-
mg the objects of the Birth Control movement m
general Shefurther thinks that the encouragement
"to bear as large famhes, properly spaced, as they
feel they feasibly can,” which, according to the reso-
lution, should be extended to "' persons whose pro-
geny give promise Of being of decided value to the
commumty,” would be futile, not to say umper-
tment

I t was surely unfortunate, as Mrs Sanger says,
that a resolutlon of such importance should have
been " sprung” 0 unexpectedly, near the close of
the last session This eirrcumstance was, of course,
quite umntentional on the part of sts author, but it
resulted in the adoption of an madequately worded
resolution, without sufficient discussion | make
these admussions, although | was, | beheve, the one
who moved 1ts adoption

However, the manner of adoption Of this resolu-
tion and the choice of words employed need not
concern us further (If we were' out of order,” n
introducmng 1t, |, for one, offer my belated apol-
ogies —I do not recall that we were so mformed at
thetune) The thing of real importance 1s the atti-
tude of the Birth Control movement toward so-
called “positive eugemcs” Let us endeavor to
answer briefly four questions (1) |s it desirable
that certain elementsof the commumty should have
larger families than at present’ (2) What are these
gements (3) | sit necessarily futile or impertinent
to "encourage” them to make larger contnbutions
to the next generation? (4) Should Birth Control
orgamzations concern themselves with making such
recommendations?

(1) Theinadequacy of the present birth rate of
the so-called "mtellectual classes" has been estab-
Lished by such awealth of datain recent years, that
| think 1t may betaken for granted here Likewise,
the general correlation between mnate (hered:-
tary) abihty and mamfest achievement 1s scarcely
contestable The world s full of exceptions, to be
sure, but these exceptions merely furmish an mdex
of the extent to which democracy has faded of its
purpose When we deal with averages, the rule
holds Another pomt must be msisted on. We are
not advocating large famhes for the better en-
dowed stramns, but merely larger famihes At least,
that 1s my ownidea of eugemes Surely, an average
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progeny of one and a half 1s not sufficient to msure
a line against extinction, to say nothmg of increas-
ing its relative numbers in the community

(2) When we cometo thetask of specifying the
elements in our population who should be "en-
couraged' to furnish alarger quota than at present,
we encounter vastly greater difficulties But one
thmg 1s certam So long as human psychology and
human society retain anything of thewr present
characteristics, this 1s a matter whach w1ll be left to
mdividual conscience and judgment There wmll be
neither hicensing nor coercion by the state Never-
theless, we shall be free here, as m every field of
human conduct, totry to mfluence the decision of
others through example, advice, education, propa-
ganda It s plsm, however, that such counsel as we
offer must be general and mmpersonal W e cannot
single out individuals  The question really becomes
How shall the fit recogmze themselves? Unfortu-
nately, we can no longer be content to beheve that
mere wilhngness to bear children 1s, in itself, an
evidence Of fitness, or failure to rear a famdy ev-
dence of unfitness

My chief objection to the "' Eugemc" resolutlon,
‘passed by the recent Conference, is that 1t entirely

allsto answer this last question | S1t practicable,

let us ask, to suggest any purely objective criteria
of fithess Planly, such praiseworthy quahties as
“ability,” "'brams," " character," ete, must be ruled
out of consideration For we all have a super-
abundance of these thmgs—at least m our own
estimation On the other hand, health, education
and financial success (I do not imply wedlth) are
not so open to these objections On€s estimate of
one's share of these possessions is not so completely
warped by personal vamty or modesty

That hedlth 1s largely a matter of hereditary
physique cannot be disputed The same is not o
obvious m the case of edueation and financial suc-
cess Theseare strongly affected by differences of
opportunity—plam "luck," as we say However,
even here, the correlation between such achieve-
ments and mnate ability 1s probably high

May we not, then, reasonably express our con-
viction that the present racial outlook would be
much more hopeful if those endowed with health,
education and a moderate amount of worldly suc-
cess should contribute a greater quota than at
present to the population of to-morrow'

(3) Such a recommendation would be “imper-
tment,” only if we presumed to smgle out and
advise indimiduals Uttered as a general precept,
1t 18 N0 more impertinent than the Golden Rule

Nor would 1t, | thmk, be necessarily futile
Probably most of us know more than one ""well
endowed" couple, eugemecally speaking, who ap-
pear to have been mfluenced by altrustic as well
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as by economic considerations, in determmmng the
size Of therr faomhes Cannot the number of such
couples be mereased? |f not, our avilization will
soon bemn a bad phght

(4) If we whole-heartedly accept the word
"control™ m its positive and quahtative, as well as
n 1ts negative and purely quantitative sense, | can-
not see why Birth Control orgamzations should not
endorse the 1dea of “positive eugenies” Historic-
aly, of course, it was mevitable that the Malthu-
stzan movement should be primarily concerned with
the urgent need of restricting the rate of reproduc-
hon And this 1s naturally, and qute wisely, the
mamn emphasis of the Birth Control movement of
to-day But the menace of the “differential birth
rate’ cannot be overcome merely by cuttmg down
the fertiity of the least efficient strains There
must be aspeeding up at theother end of the scale

Will our Birth Control orgamzations accept this
problem unreservedly as thew own, or will all ser1-
ous consideration of 1t be left to the somewhat an-
tagomstie group of eugenists?

THE NEO-MALTHUSIAN
PHILOSOPHY

(Contmued from pare 202)

to1t as quickly as possible, he sees that his compass
and salvage gear are on board, and then starts off
steermg to s plan and regulating speed when
necessary W e Neo-Malthusians yield to no onen
emotional zeal to save, but we may claim to have
been the first reformers who have taken care to
start our course through the dangerous rocks and
shoasaof destructive natural forces, to have verified
our position by careful observations durmg our
voyage Y ear after year finds us steaddy approach-
mg our goal and we can now put forward our
scheme for the verdict of humamty

Our present civihzation 18 an examphfication of
the Bibheal parable of the Tower of Babel Dur-
mg the last century science and mvention have
made phenomenal progress and man 1s now lord of
all nature—except himself W e are bulding our
Tower of Babd—a marvellous structure, con-
structed by brilhant budders and decorators, but
without any plan or co-ordination, or evenany clear
wdea Of what the tower 1s for, or whether 1ts founda-
tions aresound The budders are so mtent each on
therr own section that the edifice 13 getting one-
sided or top-heavy and in danger of crashing, and
speciahization 1s actmg hke the plague of tongues,
each section bemg meapable of understandmg the
work o others, and blaming them for all defects
Our temple has magmficent budders but no archi-
tects, and the erying need of human:ty today isfor
an architect who will give us a clear and eonsistent
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plan for our bulding and secure the stabihity of the
structure

Science has been waiting for many years to offer
1its plan, but has been repulsed by those who ¢laim
that this 1s vested in therr handsand say to thescien-
tific phdosophers, " Handsoff Thusfar shalt thou
go and no further ” But the termble crash of the
Great War has shattered our bhnd faith in the old
dispensation, and science 1s NOW entermg on thelast
and most glorous phase of its humble efforts for
humamty, the direction and perfecting of man him-
self Science now ams at nothing less than the
estabhshment of a new rehgron, without prest or
dogma, the sole aim of whieh 1s the happmess and
enablement of humamty on earth, and Neo-Mal-
thusiamsm, though not the whole, 1s the chef factor
m that rehgion |t confhcts with no theological or
supernatural behef, as science 1s fully eonscious of
its imitations, and 1t has not yet arrived at a pomt
where1t can offer a defimte opimon concerning such
belief But it does beheve that 1t cannot be agamst
the will of a benefieient Creator, that we should use
thegreatest of our gifts--our reason—to study His
lawsand to apply them to the enablement and per-
fectmg of the greatest of his creations—ourselves,
provided that we do it 1z the spimt of mutual sym-
pathy and brotherly love

W e Neo-Malthusians ask for nothing for our-
selves—nerther wealth nor place, nor power We
acknowledge and pay homage to no leader and |
fervently hopeand trust we never shall W eseek no
domination over our fellow creatures, nor to rebel
agamst any government All we ask for s freedom
to lay our case before our fellow creatures to ac-
cept or reject as they seefit, and to persuade them
asfar asour talents permut of the truth and mmport-
ance Of our doctrme, happy m the reahzation of
what we have already achieved, and n the faith in
1ts final achievement | would earnestly plead with
those who still oppose usthat they should adopt the
same spirit, and consider 1f they are really bound
to set themselves in antagomsm to the heartfelt
wishes of the growmng majonty of suffering hu-
manity, or whether they cannot reconcde our pro-
posals with their faith, as | beheve they can

Like all other earnest faiths Neo-Malthusiamsm
has had its martyrs and we are prepared for any
sacrifice which may be needed But the hour of our
triumph 1s approaching, and when it comes | trust
1t will be found that we have all hved up to our
ideals, and that our great cause will enter into its
kingdom unsulhed by persona ambition and rever-
ently umted m our vision o the glory of the m-
heritance which we are giming to the generations
which will succeed us |t 1s in this spinit that | hope
our Conference will enter on its labors, and | hope
it will be blessed by postenty
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