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EDITORIAL

O all who are famihar with the aims and prin-
ciples of the American Birth Control League,
it 1s quite unnecessary to reiterate that one of our
basic tenets ncludes the racial perpetuation of
health, intelligence, talent and all human traits and
values of benefit to the commumty As I have
pointed out elsewhere and repeated many times, the
key-word of our program 1s control If our critics
would take the trouble of looking up the definition
of control in any standard dictionary, 1t would be-
come evident to them that this word means intelli-
gence, mastery and guidance of an activity There-
fore the control of the procreative faculty means,
fundamentally, the apphcation of mtelligent direc-
tion and guidance of this function, with complete
consideration of the factors and the lives mvolved
Despite our indefatigable efforts, confusion still
persists in the publie mind It 1s imperative that we
should aim always for clanty mn the defimtion of
our program, and bend all our efforts toward dis-
pelling this confusion, instead of adding to 1t To
mfluence the public mind we must present clear-
cut, sharply accentuated images of our 1deal, and
unconfused lucid statements of our aims

T 15 my belef that the so-called “eugenic” reso-
lution, passed at the final sesston of the Sixth
International Neo-Malthusian and Birth Control
Conference, has created a lamentable confusion
Instead of directing public opimion toward a better
understanding of our program, 1t was interpreted
by the press as indicating that we believed we could
actually increase the size-of families among the
“superior” classes by passing resolutions recom-
mending larger fambes An explanation of our
fundamental position thus becomes necessary
After the cuonference had been practically ad-
Journed, and during a sparsely attended meeting
on March 31st, held simply to adjust certain minor
details, the courtesy of the floor was extended to

Dr Roswell H Johnson, who had been unable to
attend the regular sessions Dr Johnson intro-
duced the following resolution
“Resolved, that this Conference believes that
persons whose progeny give promise of being
of decided value to the commumty should be
encouraged to bear as large families properly
spaced, as they feel they feasibly can ”
Under the rules of the conference, the resolution
was out of order, and if 1t had been introduced at
the fully attended Eugenics session, 1t 1s very
doubtful if 1t would have passed But 1t was passed
And 1t was seized upon 1immediately for editoral
comment and criticism, the press re-echoing the
questions that had been asked by opponents of the
resolution who voiced their opposition when it was
first presented at that final session

N the first place, it would seem impossible to
predetermmne those “superior” persons whose
progeny would for certain give such promuse, or to
deny the possibility of such promise to manv who
might from all external standards be deemed “in-
ferior” In the next place we doubt seriously that
those qualities desirable for racial perpetuation can
be effectively transmitted from generation to gen-
eration by the simple expedient of merely increas-
g the size of the family, an increase “encouraged”
by the passing of resolutions directed toward pros-
pective parents quite able to make their own deci-
sions and to manage their own affairs Such words
and such resolutions, 1t 1s obvious, are wasted and
irrelevant, especially when commg from a body of
avowed advocates of Birth Control
Surely 1t 1s not within the province of our pro-
gram to offer gratuitous advice to intelhigent adults
who have achieved control and direction of their
parental function as to the number of additional
children they shall bring mto the world This 1s
precisely the problem they must solve for them-



164

selves Itis not only presumptuous but impertinent
for any outsider or body of outsiders to assume that
such parents have not already decided for them-
selves the proper size and spacing and feasibility of
mcreasing their family

T we sought as an orgamzation to increase and
]I extend our program to encourage larger fami-
hes among the biologically superior classes, instead
of concentrating upon the more important task of
educating those vast sections of the human famly
to which the beneficent instrument of contraception
has been denied, our efforts would be lamentably
scattered and weakened

The so-called “eugemc” resolution has been of
decided value in the immediate and lively criticism
1t has stimulated not only in the daily press of this
country, but in England as well Analyzed and dis-
sected, 1t reveals 1its lack of precise clarity and mgor-
ous thinking It 1s open to the same refutation that
have been evoked by many of the orthodox pro-
posals of the Fugenics school—their tendency to
Place too much faith in external direction and quasi-
paternal direction of breeding, combmed with a
bland mdifference to the importance of hberated
self-direction As opposed to this attitude, the pro-
gram of Birth Control 1s more constructive and
more concrete

E assume that potentially at least all normal
children who are brought ito the world give
promise of bemng of value to the commumity, that
if the potential child promises to be the contrary,
a burden, a menace to the community and the race,
its coming must be prevented, that the promise of
the promising child 1s often over-balanced and de-
stroyed by the preponderance of unwanted chil-

Buth Control Revew

dren, and that our fundamental and central task 18
to clear awny those obstructions which now pro-
hibit diseased, overburdened and poverty-stricken
mothers from the control of the procreative func-
tion Experience teaches us that these women are
crymng aloud for liberation from the slaverv and
bondage 1in which they find themselves Until we
give them the opportumity of properly spacing and
determining for themselves the number of children
they mught choose to bear, we cannot determine
what promuse lies buried 1n this vast submerged en-
slaved mass of humamty

Birth Control n itself, we claim, 1s thus a con-
structive, creative power for human regeneration
Birth Control n itself, urging not larger families
but smaller families by the instrument of quahta-
tive control, offers an mstrument of liberation to
overburdened humamty

WITH such tremendous tasks confronting us,
and while our opponents, the militarists and
the reactionames, are incessantly urging the pro-
creation of larger and larger families upon the fit
and the unfit alike, we should beware the danger of
confusing our own program with that of ocur op-
ponents We have sufficient faith mn the fit to look
out for themselves and their children Our program
on the other hand must remam sharp, distinet,
crystallized, clear cut, aiming first and last for the
release, from the vast deep reservoir of human po-
tentiality, of the hidden treasure of talent and
beauty and genrus that lies untouched and unmmted
m the unprobed depths of the common race Birth
Control,—this 1s our undaunted challenge—is the
mstrument by which these latent traits may be bred
mto radiant reality
MARGARET SANGER

Appeal for the Humbert Fund

ARLY i May Carlo Tresca was released
from Atlanta Pemtentiary, where he had
served a commuted sentence of four months He
came out thirty pounds lighter in weight, his face
tinged with prison pallor, lis strength depleted
Hs spirit 1s not broken but his mind 1s filled with
memories of prison life which can never be effaced
In France a whole family 1s facing a like experi-
ence, and for the second time The term of M and
Mme Humbert cannot be commuted They can
only be helped by the payment of their heavy fine
The fund for the rehef of Eugene Humbert

and his wife 1s not yet complete Hundreds
of dollars are still needed to make up the two
thousand dollars which will pay in full the fine im-
posed by the French government for their activities
mn behalf of Birth Control Readers of the REview
are urged, before their minds are diverted from
serious things by the vacation season, to make their
contribution to this family Do not let this mother
and father go to prison a second time for their hu-
manitarian activities, leaving their helpless Little
girl without funds and 1n the hands of strangers
This 15 what will happen 1f the fine 1s not pad
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Selection, the Only Way of Eugenics

By P W WHITinG

VER a century ago, mn the year 1809, the
French botanist and speculative esolutionist,
Lamarck, mn order to account for evolutionary
change, brought forth the theory of the inheritance
of tequired characters Just fifty years later, n
1859, the English naturalist, Charles Darwin, m
his book, The Origin of Species, proclaimed evolu-
tion by natural selection

The 1ssue between the two 1deas as applied to
practical problems of plant and ammal improve-
ment and to eugemics 1s by no means merely aca-
demic Do we improve the racial qualities of our
crops by better fertilizer or of our herds by better
feeding? Do we not rather select the best ears of

provided of course that they have not become so
difficult as to ehminate the species altogether

But the ruthlessness and extravagance of nat-
ural selection are not producing those qualities mn
all cases which are from an ideal pomnt of view
necessanily the most desirable Whle the toughest
survive, many possessed of other virtues perish
Eugenics 1s then the attempt to compensate for the
evil racial effects of euthenic measures on the one
side~—baby saving, medical care, campaigns for im-
provement of lving conditions, etc, and on the
other side the waste and misery correlated with nat-
ural selection FEugenics 1s the study of those
agencies under social control which may improve or

abated

as an essentral part of ther own program

RESOLUTION AT THE EUGENICS SESSION, MARCH 28th

The Swrth International Neo-Malthusian and Birth Control Conference finds that the present situ-
ation as regards Birth Control s hagily dysgeme  Information necessary for woluntary parenthood is
widely disseminated among the educated and the privileged classes but withheld, on account of preju-
dices and restrictive laws from the poer and ignorant, thus causing an unfavorable differential bairth
rate It 15 neither possible nor desirable to deprive the better educated of the wmformation they already
possess, but by opeming ready access to hnowledge to the poor and ignorant a better balance of the
birth rate would be secured and the ewl of unwanted, badly-born and badly nurtured children would be

The Conference, therefore, urges the Eugemcs societies of the world to recogmze Burth Control

corn and the best dams and sires to perpetuate the
race?

One often hears the remark that both heredity
and environment, nature and nurture, are of 1m-
portance And, as regards the production of sup-
erior mdniduals, this 1s true  But 1t 15 often quite
otherwise as regards the rice High infant mor-
talitv, war, famme and pestilence, excessive ex-
ploitation of men 1n industry, not to mention of
women and children, are the very factors which,
wlile they produce untold suftering and musery,
make for a hardy race by selection Thus in the
words of the Ichthyosaurus

“Ere man was developed, our brother,
‘We swam, we ducked, and we dived,
And we dined, as 1 rule, on exch other
What matter? The toughest survived ”

Eyven venereal disease, as Roswell Johnson has
pomnted out, may be eugenic in its ultimate effects
for 1t sterihzes the stupid and immoral

Nature and nurture, then, aie mn a sense pitted
agamnst each other Nature has improved according
as the conditions of nurture have become difficult,

impair the racial qualities of humanity either physi-
cally or mentally And inits apphcation it 1s essen-
tially the intellhigent control of human evolution

Many so-called programs of eugenics are not
concerned with eugenics at all, but rather with
euthenic agencies Eugenes should apply to fun-
damental racial qualities only The firequent char-
acterization of drugs, alcohol, or syphilis as racial
posons appears to be quite incorrect The lethal
or sterihizing quahties of these factors may indeed
affect the immediate offspring, or there may be
transmission of disease to succeeding generations,
but sterility and death sooner or Iater follow If
any survne it 1s the toughest only and the race 1s not
mjured, on the contrary 1t may be improved The
interesting experiments of Stockard, Pearl, Mac-
Dowell, Guver, and others who have attempted to
modify the germ plasm directly give as yet no basis
for a practical program other than such as involves
selection It appears that the germ plasm may be
injured or destroyed, much as the indinidual may
be injured or destroyed, hereditary defects may be
induced but that 1s all
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The vigorous proclamations of dynamic evolution
by Caspar Redfield and of the mheritance of ac-
quired characters by Paul Kammerer, are based
on facts which I do not care to question These
facts may, howeier, be as well explained bv selective
factors, factors which are often postulated by less
notorious nvestigators in their inte.pretation of
data of similar character If one would attan no-
torety let him advocate the inheritance of acquired
characters

The Negatwe Program

Programs of eugenics may now be discussed, but
they cannot adequately be put into effect until the
dominating powers of the world are more interested
1n human welfare than in making money or waging
war Whether this change of heart will be brought
about by evolution, by revolution, or by a combna-
tion of the two need not concern us here In any
case 1t seems clear that either the masses or the rul-
mg classes must be diverted from their present in-
terests before eugemcs 15 ever practised, although

Burth Control Review

ters I should not care to be included among its
members It would not be a healthy occupation
Moron commumnities have been suggested Ad-
mussion to such should be entirely voluntary but
would 1n all eases involve sterihzation There seems
to me no reason for 1solation of the sexes, m fact
such 1solation would tend to generate sex perver-
sions and dissatisfaction Farm or other suitable
work should be carried on under supervision and
the colonies once started would be self-supporting
or even productive None would be compelled to
enter nor to stay i1f once they entered But I believe
that many would avail themselves of the opportun-
ity thus to escape the trials and vicissitudes beset-
ting the feeble-minded 1n the world outside Whole
moron families might enter and the sterihzation en-
suing would act as a constant selective process for
the elimination of the type If they left the colonies,
they would be racially innocuous at least and their
places would be filled by others who would hikewise
become racially innocuous Very extensive colonies
of this sort might be established for the price
of a few battleships and, unlke the latter, therr

I wnsh the conference all success and sorely regret my unavosdable absence
-—Pror Leox J CoLE, Professor of Geneties, Unmiversity of Wisconsin

it has long bten discussed Meanwhile we impotent
mtellectuals may go on discussing Hence I would
like to consider a program of eugerucs and 1ts prob-
able biological or racial consequences This pro-
gram must then be based on selection, the only
known way of improvement mn racial qualities—
plant, amimal, or human

Let me first present what I wish to call the nega-
tive aspect of the program Ths consists of the
elimination of the markedly defective, the moron
class and lower Idiots and imbeciles are so defec-
tive that they ordinarily leave no progeny Morons
and border line cases, however, represent the real
problem The evils of the reproduction of these
types are well known to all of you It has been as-
sumed that morons differ from normal mmdividuals
by a single recessive Mendelan factor But since
there are all grades of defect there may be several
genetic factors involved In addition to ther
propagation from therr own kind, they appear
among the offspring of normal parents, presumably
i accord with Mendehan principles Nevertheless
if they should be prevented from breeding, they
would rapidly decrease numerically in every gen-
eration How could this be brought about? Who
would judge the mentality of prospective parents?
If a board should be formed to pass on such mat-

maintenance might be set on the credit side of
the sheet

Now let us consider the biological aspects of the
question before we pass on to the positive program
of eugerues Assurung the sterihzation of morons
for a few generations untl the type became prac-
tically eliminated, what would be the effect on the
remainder of the population? If we suppose the
population so ranged that those of highest mental
calibre are set at the extreme right and those of
lower grade to the left of these with low grade
morons at the extreme left, then the elimination of
the morons would 1n the course of a few generations
according to old-fashioned 1deas of heredity push
the whole curve to the right The genuses would
have greater gemus, the ordinary man would not
be so ordinary and the morons would appear n
dimimshing proportions The form of the curve
would not be changed From what we know now
however, of Mendelian dominance and segregation,
1t seems more likely that while the mean would be
raised, the mode and extreme deviate would be
practically the same, the curve would be skewed
Or 1n other words while the moron type would be
practically elimmated, the ordinary man would be
Just as ordinary and the geniuses would have no
more genius
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This then calls for a more positive program of
selection, which if applied would cause humamty
as a whole to march forward n greatly accelerated
evolution of mental, physical, and moral capacities
under the gudance of intelligent control of its
racial qualities, 1n a word, under eugemcs

Selecting the Fathers

It may take one revolution to put in control of
human affairs those who are interested mn salvaging
humamty from the unbridled breeding of morons
It may take another to put woman n such a posi-
tron economically that she 1s mistress of those func-
tions which most rightfully belong to her, namely
the functions of reproduction In our present
world, the majority of women must choose between
the devil and the deep sea Iuather they must be-
come more or less economically dependent upon
some husband to whom they presumably did not
propose, or they must resign themselves to spnster-
hood Rare indeed 1s the woman wealthy enough
to support a man of her own choosing, but if any
selection of the fathers of the next generation 1s to
be done, 1t must be done by the women. A woman
if she understands birth control methods may re-
| fuse to have children by an inferior husband, but
' tell 2 man of low mentality that he 1s not worthy
to become a father! Study his response and you
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will agree with me that the ego 1s not positively co-
related with the ntellect

Not until the expense of bearing, and rearing
children becomes socialized will woman be econom-
1cally on a level with man Children would cost no
more 1f all people were taxed and mothers remun-
erated hy the state than they do under the present
system I am sure, however, that few men would
agree to that And that 1s why I say that it may
take a revolution to bring 1t about No privileged
class ever willingly surrenders its privileges, ai-
though 1t 1s quite frequently the case that certamn
idealistic, objective or other aberrent members of
that class may think themselves willing to do so

Perhaps 1t 15 not for me, a mere man, to say what
women will do, or what they may even want to do
But as a biologist and geneticist, as one who beheves
that Iike tends to beget hike, and that selection 1s
the only way of eugemcs, I am convinced that post-
natal and pre-natal care will not improve truly
racial qualities A little pre-conceptual care, a httle
thought for the qualities of germ plasm brought in
from the male side, a Little foresight on the part of
potential mothers so situated economicelly that they
have power over those functions most nightfully
theirs, would give our gemuses more genmus and
make our ordinary citizens not quite so ordinary ®

* Paper read before the Sixth International Conference.

The Legal Aspect of Birth Control

By A M Kmp

HAT marned persons should have the mght

to determine how many children they should
have would seem to be a proposition so obvious as
to be unnecessary to state, as a corollary they
should be able to obtain the information necessary
for the exercise of this nght Yet powerful influ-
ences obstruct its assertion These are

(1) Rebgious—that m some way the hmitation
on the number of children and on the time of birth
1s an interference with the will of God The argu-
ment brings no appeal to those who do not hold
these religious views and the attempt of its propon-
ents to enforce therr theologeal beliefs by the erimi-
nal law 1s an example of that religious intolerance
which constitutes one of the saddest chapters in the
history of mankind

(2) Military—this influence 15 probably more
effective iIn Europe than 1in the Umted States

(3) Social—that the mmformation which for
health and economic reasons would restrict families
mught lead to undesirable social results (a) Lim-
tation of births without good cause, (b) Immoral-

ity, (¢) The encouragement of such immorahty
through the commerciahzation of such information

Some validity must be conceded to these social
objections but that they apply to a licensed physi-
aan giving such information i good faith would
not. seem credible Yet so powerful are the rel-
gious, military, and social influences that people
are sent to jail for asserting a right to spread con-
traceptive mformation 1n a proper way An appeal
1s made to the constitutional mghts of free speech
only to find that there never has been and probably
never will or never can be unrestricted rights of
free speech Free speech 1s subject to the limita-
tions of a paramount policy and as the espionage
and obscenity decisions show in the last analysis
this depends on what a jury of twelve men decide
if their verdict 1s 1n accord with the prevailing sen-
timents 1n the commumity Bew:ldering as it may
be to realize that the guaranties of our fundamental
liberties do not operate automatically, 1t makes cer-
tain and necessary the work of the birth control
movernent
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NOT only have men and women been put n
prison for spreading the knowledge of birth
control, but the Federal Government has made 1t a
crime to send contraceptive advice through the mail
or through common carriers, and states have passed
laws of varymg severity

Such 1s the force of traditional opmion that 1t
will probably require a vigorous campagn of many
years to remove these obstructive laws In the
meantime, however, good can be done within the
law as it now stands The bnth control movement
cannot eradicate prejudice except by education, but
1t can and does ann to ehinnnate as manv objections
as possible, so 1t confines itself to establishing the
right of properly qualfied physicians and health
chnics to give advice to married persons request-
g 1t

Apart from a few special and local enactments,
the only law that can be invohed agunst this policy
1s the general common law prohibiting obscenity,
and, as we see, that depends on the verdict of the
Jury The task then 1s to create a strong public
opmion that will make 1t impossible in any com-
munity to get a jury that will find obscene properly
guarded birth control instruction It 1s the same
battle that science, literature and art must wage for
therr existence Much has already been accom-
plished along the line of sane sex literature A book
for which Dr Malchow was sent to prison twenty
years ago (142 Fed Rep 57) 1s now freely dis-
played m the windows of the book stores a short
distance from where I am writing

‘We must not underestimate the powerful effect
of subconscious prejudice Its influence 1s appar-
ent 1n the case of Sutherland V Stopes, 41 Times

Buirth Control Review

Law Reports 106 The Lord Chancellor and Lord
Shaw refused to discuss the menits of birth control
Viscount Fimlay indicated his disapproval of the
movement and Lord Carson expressed his dis-
approval in no uncertain terms The clear under-
standing of the birth control movement by Lord
Wrenbury enabled him to see that the verdict which
the plamnt:Af had obtaned in this case should not be
set aside except on condition of another jury trnal
where the 1ssues should be properly presented as
they had not been before Much has been accom-
plished when a Law Lord hke Lord Wrenbury
understands the situation so thoroughly His
opmion (dissenting though it 1s) 1s worthy of a wide
circulation

FTER all what a farce the whole matter would
be if 1t were not for the martyrdom mnflicted on
those who have courageously led the fight The suc-
cess of the movement 1s mevitable People cannot
be kept virtuous through ignorance As well pro-
hibit all use of narcotics to relieve paun because some
persons make a bad use of them Millions of people
possess the knowledge anyway and make use of 1%
rightly or wrongly The tragic fact s that so many
of those who need the infoimation most and could
use 1t for their own welfare and for the betterment
of the race are deprived of 1t through 1gnorance or
superstition working through the law It will be an
mteresting study for future generations to unravel
the strange psychological complexes that demed
the right of married persons to determine for them-
selves the number of their children and the time of
their burth *

* Message sent to the Sixth International Conference

Tue Natiox 15 glad to have an opportumity to greet the delegates to the International Neo-

Malthusian and Burth Control Conference

From every pomnt of view we support the movement for burih control

The power of the workers

to bargawn successfully for a fair share in the conirol and fruits of wndustry the hope of better eco-
nomic conditions and a more even and adequate distrbution of wealth, the freedom and development of
women, wmproved public health, the reduction of maternal and wnfant death rates, the gradual smprove-
ment of the race—these questions are closely bound up wm your program

And more vmportant perhaps than any direct social benefit ws the right of adult human bewngs
to have access to all knouledge whach wnll help them to become free, self-determined indvorduals Whether
few chuldren or many should be born under present conditions s of less account than that all people

should have hnowledge and freedom of choice

Social and psychological problems will miervene to make your worl more difficult, they can only
be understood and cvercome by just such gatherings as you have called together The splendid group of
scientists and laymen who will discuss these questions at your conference must mspire general confidence
wn the wntelligence with which you are facing your task

—OQOswarp GarrisoNn Virrarp, Editor of Tue NaTioN
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The Pregnant Woman

By Kate MuLLEN

HE woman had found her a place on the roof

where no clothes were hung and was sitting in
the warm sun, her back agunst a chunney A white
cat lay down beside her At their feet lay the aty
and bevond the city—the world Both of them weie
pregnant Once 1n a while the cat would stir her-
self and brush agamnst the woman, purr a word or
two, and he down agam and continue to gaze
dreamily off at the aty and the world beyond

The woinan had never heen pregnant before and
had a half-gulty feeling about this sense of detach-
ment that possessed her, that she should feel such
a strange kinship with this cat, worried her a it
It was not a physical languor, 1t was more as
though now, the very essence of life were flowing
through her so completelv, that it swept before 1t
any mere theories—about hife She had always had
a feeling before this that 1f she were to have a child
she would write down some wise, pre-natal journal
—but what was there to write? She had a feeling
that she should be religious—but now religion
seemed like a pocket to put God mto Not even
her always-fear of poverty haunted her now and
yet she had been obliged to resign her safe httle job
Nothing bothered her now except this inhibition—
that she should be bothered “If I were as wise as
you, old cat,” she said, “I'd give in to this detach-
ment completely and know the peace that you
know ”

Then the two of them continued to gaze quetly
off at the city at their feet—and the world beyond
Until the woman roused herself with the memory
that she was resting up there on the roof that she
might have energy to attend a concert that after-
noon So she heavily gathered herself together and
left the cat alone on the roof

THE way to the concert lay down a mll The
woman walked very, verv carefully lest her
ankle turn and throw her with her precious load So
she walked earth-bound until she came to a resting
Place in the road where she stopped Suddenly she
was conscious or the wide, wonderful beauty of the
day, sights and sounds of spring were everywhere,
the sky was of a deep, impenetrable blue and n-
finitely tender The woman thought—“My baby
will love a sky Like this ”

And standing there a new meaning of spring
came to her, something more than 1ts mere page-
antry, she became conscious of,, caught something
of its urge and stress, something deep and splendid,

some great movement from the womb of things It
was as though she—with Spring—were expen-
encing—birth As though the up-surge and pulsing
throes of Lfe were becoming, through her, aiticu-
late into tangible beauty And more So deeply
did the roots of her being go down and back that
she became lost 1n the eternal flux of life—life that
included all life She might have been anvthing or
anyone—an anemone, a young girl outeast, a man
out of work, a lover, a murderer, herself-—and vet
she was none of these, just a medium for the flow
of Iife Then she went back to her slow, care-
ful going down the hill

THE car was not n sight and so she walked to
the next corner She walked with the slow, quiet
dignity of the pregnant woman She had never
been so beautiful before, carrying before her her
child Along the street she passed other human
beings and had never felt so near to them as now
It was as though she reached out spmitual hands
and touched them lovingly Her very nearness to
them made them remote from her, who were so
earth-bound in the dust and duds of the market
place that they could only stare at her side-wisely
and remark to each other, “In the family wav”
Before the block was fimished the woman felt their
remoteness and 1t made her lonely

Standing on the corner she felt near only to this
child And, as though answering her, the lttle
thing stirred and kicked her with soft, hard, vigor-
ous kicks It gave her great joy to feel the touch
of this child, she felt that sense of presage that
Elisabeth felt when the babe leaped in her womb
for 1oy

The car seemed a long time mn coming And
waiting there she became aware of a group of men
standing in the door of a soft-drink saloon behind
her She turned and caught full-face their leers and
smut, they had been making filthy remarks about
her Sudden, fierce anger flamed up in her—not
for herself but for all pregnant women—for the
mothers of these men She advanced toward them,
menacing The men looked gwlty and scared Like
caught bovs If she had continued and made the
quick, scathing speech which inspired her, they
would have heard what, no doubt, would have been
very good for them to hear

It was not tumdity that made the woman turn
back, 1t was the coming of the car She went care-
fully out to meet it—it was a repair car hurrying
past! “So,” thought she, “it 1s my task, after all,
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to face these men ” But not m terms of their earth-
liness, she reahzed that now, that she must first
unsee their filth So she stood batthing—it was not
long—and when she walked toward them her head
was high and a white light illuminated her, she car-
ried her child ahead of her proudly So completely
had she escaped the earth that the men before her
recogmzed the earthlessness of her, it was as though
an angel approached them She asked, “Is there
some trouble that the cars have stopped runmng?”
They answered eagerly, all of them at once that,

Birth Conirol Review

darkened theater, going with the music n great
surges of feeling that went flooding up mto her
throat and found their outlet m tears, inspiration
toward something beyond herself, longing, memo-
ries of things she had never known, infinite sadness
and profound joy, “This, Child, 1s what I would
Itke to have said to you—and couldn’t!” she ex-
claimed

Now she felt, as never before, an at-one-ness with
the violin, as though the exqusite subtleness of Life
as well as 1ts deep, nich tones could soar through

yes, there had been some
trouble down by the
ferry She stood so close
to them and so fearlessly
— the mother - presence
among men When the
car came one of them,
who was also takmg 1it,
walked with her and
helped her on while the
others gazed after her
solicitously

On the car two women
sat across from her and
stared at her covertly
The woman did not see
them, she was not alert
now but resting, being
very tired One of them
thought that she must
be seven or eight months
along and the other no-
ticed that her feet were
swollen, which was a bad
sign They both agreed
that a woman so far
along as she should stay
at home And dress dif-
ferently, one of them
decided, and told how
when she had been car-
rying Bobby, so cleverly
had she dressed, that
almost no one knew that

THE BEGINNING

“Where have I come from, where did you pick me up?”
the baby asked its mother

She answered half erymng, half laughing, and clasping the
baby to her breast

“You were hidden in my heart as 1ts desire, my darhng

“You were in the dolls of my childhood’s games and when
with clay I made the image of my god every morming,
I made and unmade you then

“You were enshrined with our household deity, n his wor-
ship I worshipped you

“In all my hopes and my loves, in my Ife, in the hfe of
my mother you have hved.

“In the lap of the deathless Spint who rules our home
you have been nursed for ages

“When m girlhcod my heart was opemng 1its petals, you
hovered as a fragrance about 1t

“Your tender softness bloomed m my youthful hmbs, hke
8 glow 1 the sky before the sunrise

“Heaven’s first darling, twin-born with the mornmg hight,
you have floated on the stream of the world’s hfe,
and at last you have stranded on my heart

“As I gaze on your face, mystery overwhelms me, you
who belong to all have become mine

“For fear of losing you I hold you tight to my breast
What magic has snared the world’s tressures in these
slender arms of mme?”

—RaBNDRANATH TaGoRE

Courtesy of the Macmillan Company

her mto expressed beau-
tv Lafe seemed such an
illmitable thing for her
child to come nto pos-
session of “Why there
are no heghts bevond
which you may not soar,
Baby!” Then the stress
and storm caught her
and she stood with her
child on high hills with
the wind blowing strong,
or faced great surf
pounding aganst rocks
or walked along with
the sting of sharp ram
in her face, and so, until
the storm grew so black
that there was no hght
anywhere, then she cried
“Q, Chnld, there will be
times when life will seem
50 hellish and futile and
desperately sad, and
when 1t does—this 1s my
prayer for you—then,
even m those black mo-
ments, you may have, in
your heart, stramns of
Wagner that agomze
and struggle but always
upward!”

A httle while after she
said with lovely whimsy,

she was “that way ” And it had been the same way
with the other woman, who had hid the coming of
Betty so adroitly that her friends were surprised
when the baby had appeared Doth were ingenu-
ously candid about speaking of pregnancy as of a
dark thing to be lmd The woman got off before
they did and they watched her without the shightest
vestige of kindness—just old, wifey stares—she
might have been a hussy But if the woman had
carried her baby in her arms they would have been
full of kindly interest and approbation—strange!

The program was Wagner Sitting there mn the

“Perhaps you will not love Wagner, Child of
Mime ” Always, all through her pregnancy she had
freed her baby with ths “perhaps” so that even
before birth she should lay no laws upon hom Then,
as she sat alone 1n the buzz of voices between num-
bers, she went on, “Perhaps, Baby, you will prefer
12zz or by whatever name they call it tomorrow
You may not be hke me at all, you may only be
concerned with immediate things, you may not
strain and penetrate for happiness but find 1t closer
mn the things you can touch Perhaps you will think

(Continued on page 150)
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Overpopulation and Migration as Causes of War

By WarreN S TaoMPSON
PART II

F 1t seems that this view of the future 1s rather
gloomy and that 1t imples too great a belief in
the dominance of materialistic motives i the lives of
men and of nations, I would ask you to look into
your own minds and ask yourselves what attitude
we would be likely to assume towards Mexico or
Canada 1if our population had reached the pont
where it was getting steadily harder to make a liv-
g while rich resources 1n these countries were ly-
ing unused and theiwr populations had so reduced
their birth rates below ours that even with the maxi-
mum survival rate they were peopling their lands
but slowly? Furthermore, if they would not allow
us to migrate to their countries because they wanted
to save these lands for their own descendants, would
we quietly accept a lower standard of living and
keep off their unused terntory simply because their
flag floated over it? The past history of the United
States does not lead one to believe that we would
show much scruple in taking what we might need,
nor does history anywhere show that peoples have
at any time respected their neighbors’ boundaries
except where 1t was expedient to do so Personally
I can see no reason to suppose that the future will
alter this condition The hope of averting friction
between nations and thus avoiding armed conflict,
hes in making it expedient for nations to respect
each other’s boundar:es, or n so equalizing the op-
portunities for making a hving in different parts
of the world that no nation will feel itself greatly
inferior to other nations as regards the availability
of resources needed for national progress

Unequal National Resources

At present these mequalities are so great and so
manifest that no one denies their existence, and to
deny that they are hikely to be the cause of inter-
national strife is to refuse to face the facts It 1s
this mequality which determines the direction of
migration Ths is such a self-evident fact that I
shall not attempt to support 1t I shall onlv ask
whether any one has ever heard of any American,
British, French, or German workingman or farmer
who went to Japan or China to settle and follow
his vocation in competition with the Japanese and
Chinese workingmen and farmers? Since the nat-
ural movement of peoples is into the areas of low
population pressure we must take this fact into ac-
count in developing any policy calculated to mini-
muze or ehminate the hkehhood of war which n-

heres 1n actual migration and 1n the effort to secure
resources which will render migration unnecessary

“A Place i the Sun”

With the actual disparity of resources be-
tween nations that we now have and with the
prevalent notions of national pride and patriot-
1sm, 1t 1s easy to see how the people of any country
m an unfavorable position economically may be
made to feel that they are wrongfully excluded
from most of the good things of lfe by other
peoples It matters not that often this explanation
of the hardships suffered 1s only partially true
There 1s generally enough truth n 1t to catch the
popular ear and to render 1t easy for the emotions
aroused by hardship to be directed against some
foreign power This 1s true even n cases where the
greater blame for a cramped economic existence
may really rest on the country’s own economic and
political leaders

This was without doubt the situation in Germany
Just before the outbreak of the Great War Revo-
lution or external war seemed to many of the lead-
ers the only alternatives When the powers-that-be
in any nation are faced with these alternatives 1t
1s almost certain that they will prefer external war
If the war 1s successful their position will be
strengthened and revolution averted for a length
of time proportioned to the amount of booty se-
cured, 1f 1t 1s inconclusive they are no worse off
than at the beginning, and if it 1s lost they are about
where revolution would have left them 1n any event
Naturally they choose war

Today a good many liberal Japanese are saying
that the anti-American and anti-foreign agitation
m theiwr country 1s being carefully fostered by the
elder statesmen and captains of industry mn the hope
of thus diverting attention from the evils of the in-
ternal industrnal situation However this may be,
we can easily see how discontent with Living condi-
tions 1 any country can be capitalized by selfish
national leaders to serve their own ends But
always a felt pressure of population on resources,
such as existed in Germany and now evists n
Japan, makes this agitation more effective and n
many cases underhes the growth of popular dis-
content In the case of both Germany and Japan
the differential pressure of population, that 1s the
greater difficulty in making a hving at home than
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in some other countries having greater resources,
1s very strongly felt

I would not be understood as saying that the
difference in available resources between countries
1s always at the basis of popular discontent This
1s by no means the case The difterence in the state
of the industnial arts, the lack of 1n adequate trans-
portation system, the monopolization of control by
a small anstoeratic class and yarious other factors
mav enter into the situation 1n any particular case
If it can be pointed out, however, that there 1s n
real difference n the resources avalable to differ-
ent countiies and that the countiv m question s
relatiiely poor, then anti-foreign sentiment 1s easily
aroused and the germs of war are mtroduced mto
the womb of nationalism where thev are seduously
attended by the classes who stand to gam from a
successful or even an inconclusive international
conflict

Buth Control Review

In countries such as Russia, China and India,
where transportation 1s inadequate and the central
government weak, famine will continue to cut down
man’s numbers as 1t has been doing for ages and
disease will work 1its customary ravages Dut a
people strongly orgamzed on a national basis will
probably always feel that it 1s just as easy to die
fighting s 1t 18 to remain quietly at home to starve
or die of the 1lls consequent upon continued want
If piven this definitive choice, most men would pre-
fer the fight YWe must recognize this fact and face
it But vou may ask, “Is there no other wav out?
Must man fight or starve?” For the bulk of man-
Lind and for several generations to come these seem
to me the prohable alternatives However, thev are
not the onlv ultimate chowes 1We have now learned
how to cheek the growth of population by hmiting
the number of births If this knowledge were uni-
versal and 1if practice were to follow closely on

The removal of barriers to the diffusion of mformation as to the means of limiting the family 13
essentrally not a question of morals, as many tmagine, but a question of arithmette How 13 1t possible
to sirike a third from the death rate as most cruthzed countries have done wn the last thirty years wthout
reducing the birth rate wn a corresponding degreef And wnll this be done by any other means than by

that which we recommend?

Overcrowded Asia will become a menace to the rest of the world unless at the fvme the Anatics
are shown the means of checksng disease and preserving life, they are also made acquawnted with the

necessity and techmque of family lumtation

So let us not be drawn mto a discussion of the ethics of birth control which does not and wnll
not decide anything Rather let us take the aggressive and demand of sts opponents what alternative
means they have to propose for adjusting the fecundity of the advanced peoples to thesr constantly de-

chming mortality

—Enwarp ArsworTH Ross, Professor of Sociology, Umversity of Wisconsin

It may appear from what I have said above that
I regard war as inevitable This 1s not the case
But I do believe that as population increases, the
unequal pressure on the means of subsistence will
inerease and that war 1s always likely to arise from
this source  This does not mean that we should sit
supinely by and let events move in that direction
without making strenuous efforts to change the
course m which they now flow But it does mean
that programs of international co-operation which
do not take account of the facts of population
growth and do not devise methods to make the
world’s resources available to nations somewhat in
accordance with thewr needs, are certun to fail to
avert war The cruses of war i the fulwe will
more and more tend to be purelv economic A
people having a strong national orgamzation and
great pude can searcelv be expected to allow its
standards of lining to remain stationary or even to
be lowered while its neighbor has plentv of every-
thing 1t needs, particularly land

knowledge, then we might expect mankind would
Imut its numbers and avoid both need and war
However, there are many obstacles to the spread
of this hnowledge and many times as many more
to its unnversal practice

I have hittle doubt that ultimately birth control
will sohve the problem of excessie numbers Ifor
the immediate future I am distinctly less hopeful
Buth control has produced some exceedingly
puzzling situations, not to say some sery dangerous
ones, and some of these mav lead indirectlv, 1f not
directlv to war before we hecome adjusted to them

The differential birth rate both within the nation
and between nations produces situations new n
human experience and such situations almost in-
variably have sequele that have not been clearly
foreseen Tt was not realized a few vears ago that
the differentinl urth rate within 2 nation would n-
tensify the problem of the quality of the population
the wav 1t 1s now domng The greater part of our
educated people are not now reproducing them-
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sels es, while many of the less fortunate are rearing
large fanules It remains to be seen whether this
process of growth is really detrimental to the
quahity of our national stock But without passing
Judgment on this matte1, I would c1ll attention to
the fact that a decade or two ago few people who
ads ocated birth control foresaw this result or real-
1zed that there nught be entirely too muclh contiol
in certamn sections of the population, even for then
own good, to sav nothing of whethe: 1t would be too
much for the national weal

Burth Control the Permanent Solution

So I believe that, while birth contiol offers the
only permanent solution of the problem raised by
ovet-population todav, vet it 1s hikelv to ghe e
to 1 gieat many new pioblemns i the not-distint
future The fact that buth contiol greatlv enhances
the differences between nations as 1egards then
potential increase (by potential increase I mean the
mximum difference between buth rate and death
1ate which 1s to be expected when the reduction of
the death rate is seriouslv undertahen, with ou ex-
isting knowledge of medicune and sanitation),
seems to me more likely to lead to international
stirfe in the next two or three generations than to
allay the causes of this strife IFor this means that
in 1 country hke our own, and several in western
Europe, as well as in some of the Buitish self-gox -
erming domuimons, the potential mncrease and the
actual 1ncrease are approaching 1ather closels,
while 1n most parts of the woild the potential in-
crease remains as great as ours before the Civil
War Under such circumstances, 1s 1t not all but
inetitable, that Italv, Japan, India and various
other parts of the world where the potential inerease
1s still high and 1s likely to remun high for at least
two or three generations, should struggle to secune
those resources which would enabie them to rendet
then potential increase actual? Thus it seems to me
that the net gain to be expected from the spread of
birth control during the next two or three genera-
tions 1s hkely to be a great deal less than 1s often
thought and that we shall rather more frequently
than mn the past find nations vis-a-vis who are n the
relative situations of Germany, France and Russia
in 1914

A beginning must be made somewhere, however,
and birth control offers the best approach to a per-
manent solution But in advocating bnth contro’
before an audience hike this T am not advocating it
as a personal practice (that would indeed be carry-
ing coals to Newecastle), but rather as an essential
put of a larger international program More and
more man 1s applving his knowledge to attwun
greater welfare in almost every department of his
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Life and 1t seems to me time that he definitely under-
took the contiol of his numbers 1n the light of all
available facts, so thit he may not always remain
in thiall to meie necessity

Haold Cox has suggested that a “League of
Low Buth Rate Nations” would probably offer the
best measure of insurance agunst wu i the im-
mediate tuture "lhis suggestion 1s not so fintastic
asit may at st appear Itis quite concen ible that
such an o1ganization nught be poweiful enough to
mahe 1t expedient for the other nations to encioach
upon the combined preserves of the Leigue and
thus hold contemplated aggression in check duning
the time when binth contiol was spreading mver the
world  But probably such a League could not long
hold together unless the comined ntur 1l resow ces
of a member were rendered easier of access to all
membets ot the League thin now seems hlely
would be the case with any gioup of nations that
could be got together

T'inallv T would sav that since I do not believe
birth control will operate to remove the differentinl
pressure of population for several generations to
come there are thiee measures of an economie na-
ture which the more advanced nations could put
into effect if thev would, and which would tend to
equalize the pressure of population and thus render
armed conflict less Iikely They are

First Steps

1 The abolition of all barriers, so far as this
can be done without permutting fice migration,
which now prevent free access of all peoples to the
woild’s 1esources If every people wue fieely
allowed to use the resources which natwre has pro-
vided there would be less need to stiuggle for
colonies and larger national boundanes to secure
the necessaries of decent hving It 1s becuse such
a large pait of the world’s resources are monopo-
lized bv peoples who are not using them fullv that
we find other peoples struggling to secure posses-
sion of terntorv which thev in turn m1v monopolize
for the use of then nationals Natwally a people
growing rapidly and having a high potential n-
crease but having relatively few resources would
seem more likelv to be the immediate aggressor
than a rich people with a lower potential increase
Whether this will actually be the case remains to
be seen Agam I would emphasize the fact that 1t
1s the relative pressure of population that counts
and that in the near future some of the backward
nations are going to feel the pinch of povertv very
sharply if our present svstem of national monopo-
lization of resources continues to hold

2 The second measure 1s the abolhtion of all
customs barriers This would make free markets

(Continued on page 189)
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Birth Control, Labor and the Catholics

By Toscan BENNETT

OME tiune ago the New ¥York Times carried
a news item with 2 Washington, D C, date
line to the effect that the National Cathohc Wel-
fare Conference had announced that American
labor umons were opposed to Birth Control and
would pay no notice to the invitation of the New
York convention of birth controllers to favor the
movement This was put on the ground, among
others, that the constituency and leadership of most
of the unions as well as the interests of the labor
movements forbid 1t because many labor leaders
and a very large part of the rank and file were
Catholies and “by reason of bemng Catholics, they
believe that the practice of birth control 1s a smn
against nature ”

The Labor Department at once wrote to the Na-
tional Catholic Welfare Council asking for the full
statement, which 1s now :n hand The statement
received justifies to the full the astounding press
report Further, 1t contains other claims, argu-
ments, statements even more astomshing It 1s diffi-
cult to helieve that some of them are made in good
faith Up to the present the Labor Department has
carefully avoided raising any rehgious 1ssue It has
not attempted to force upon unwilling Catholics
any Birth Control mformation It has simply asked
that all those who wish an opportumty to obtan
such information be allowed to obtam 1t legally,
provided that they are married and legitimately en-
titled to 1t For that matter the Birth Control ad-
vocates do not attempt to force information even
upon non-Catholies They are simply concerned
with tellng people what Birth Control would do
towards alleviating human suffering, increasing
happiness and well-being, and straightening out na-
tional and international problems Then they work
to have the law changed so that information can be
given to those who want and need 1t Catholics need
never learn or use the information if they do not
want to If the control of the Catholic Church over
1ts people 1s as sure as 1s pretended by it, there 1s
nothing to fear The American Birth Control
League pursues a “hve and let live” policy, a thor-
oughly democratic policy

Shall the Minority Rule®

But the attack of the National Cathohiec Welfare
Council proposes that even those who wish such n-
formation should not be permitted to procure 1t and
that the American Labor movement should not
work to this end “because many of the labor leaders

and a very large part of the rank and file are Catho-
hes ” If this means anything at all, 1t can only mean
that the mmority of the Amencan labor movement
who are Catholics shall dominate the policy, phil-
osophy, and tactics of that movement because they
are forbidden by their church to believe even n
Birth Control, and the National Catholic Welfare
Council takes the lead in this by 1ssuing a statement
in the name of the labor movement and prophesies
what 1t will do

Un-American and Undemocratic

With all due respect to an orgamzation which has
a record of good deeds and to a rehigious denomina-
tion which numbers many workers among 1its fol-
lowers, 1t cannot be too emphatically asserted that
such a position as this 1s un-American and undemo-
cratic, un-American 1n that it suggests a domma-
tion of a secular movement by a religious body and
undemocratic m that it proposes that a minonty,
through the power of an outside orgamzation, shall
control the action of the great American labor
movement The American labor movement must
control 1ts own destimes subject only to the law of
the land 'The Catholic Church, the National Catho-
he Welfare Council, the American Birth Control
League, any outside orgamzation, may offer freely
its own point of view for respectful consideration
by the labor movement, but 1t cannot go further and
any attempt to go further should be rigorously op-
posed Mr Gompers and his followers took this
position m the case of the communists and 1t 1s safe
to assume that Mr Green and his associates will
do the same And, parethentically, 1t 1s of nterest
to note here that communists and Catholics are the
only groups to issue official or semi-official pro-
nouncements to the workers warning them against
Birth Control Is this more than a strange comn-
cidence?

However, the National Cathohe Welfare Con-
ference seems to be a bad prophet During the first
year during which the Clinical Research Depart-
ment of the American Birth Control League was
operated, nearly one-third of its patients were
Catholics The remainder were about equally di-
vided between Protestants and Jews These figures
are of great importance because they show that in
spite of the opposition of the Catholic Church, 1ts
members come to the Birth Control Chnie 1n about
the same proportion as the members of all the other
religious denominations who do not oppose 1t
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Again, the Catholic Conference seems to be a bad
prophet because during the four months since the
Labor Department has been m existence and
special figures are therefore available, 1t appears
that a large percentage of workers’ wives who come
to the Chnuc are the wives of trade unionists As
soon as the Labor Department has been going long
enough to make the figures truly representative a
statement will be 1ssued as to just how large a per-
centage are trade unionists or wives of trade union-
1sts For the present 1t can be stated that never a
week goes by without some such patients presenting
themselves for advice and that the number has run
as high as twelve n one week In other words trade
umonists and Catholies are both taking notice of
Birth Controllers i spite of the announcement of
the National Cathohc Welfare Council to the con-
tra

ﬁw comes the disagreeable duty of answering
some of the other statements and arguments con-
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1s not only not unnatural, but 1s a following of a
most fundamental law of nature, to wit, the law of
adaptation which requires that all living things
should adapt themselves to the environment or
perish

Another charge 1s made that Birth Control 1s an
attempt to get the workers off the track Here
again we find the Catholics and the communsts
taking the same line of argument and once more we
ask 1f this 1s more than a strange comncidence The
answer to both 1s obvious The reasonable limta-
tion of the size of the family according to the health
of the wife and the economic condition of the hus-
band makes for the generally better condition of
the fanuly and of the trade unions made up of the
members of those families The economuc struggles
of the workers demand health and strength of the
entire family It 1s an old saying among labor
crcles that “many a strike 1s lost in the kitchen,”
which 15 only another way of saying that starving

I am sorry that I am not able to take part s the Conference I earnestly hope that ot will be
permited to go on quietly as a scientsfic dizcussion, and not be reduced to fulide publicity by unwnse

mierference

The questron at sssue s really quite ssmple Should human reproduction be controlled by knowl-
edge and conscience or be left to \gnorance and luck, the powers of darkness? Should we use our moral
sense or only knock on wood? Do we msh to wncrease and multsply HoMO SAPIENS 0r HOMO NEANDER-
THALENSIS? Do we want to fill the earth with ymbeciles, paranosacs, snake worshippers, fundamentalsts,
natural bone setiers, prohibitiomsts, holy rollers and Tennessee statesmen, or with normal men and
women, sound wm mind and body? We shall have to choose soon.

—PFrankrin H Gmpines, Professor of Sociology, Columbia University, New York City

tamned in the press release of the Conference, dis-
agreeable not because any Birth Controller 1s not
always willing to meet any argument or statement
but because in the present case 1t 1s difficult to
escape the feeling that the official statement of the
Catholics 1s msincere, almost disingenuous

The maimn charge of the Conference 1s that Birth
Control 1s a s aganst nature, not agamnst God,
mind you, but agamst nature This argument 1s
completely covered in Leaflet No 4, 1ssued by the
Labor Department which will be gladly sent upon
request It s too long a matter to discuss in detail
here 1n this article, but Leaflet No 4 shows that n
a certain narrow sense Birth Control 1s unnatural
in the same way that all ciyilization and all progress
1s unnatural, that both eivihzation and progress are
possible only insofar as nature 1s altered, improved
upon, or in many cases defeated entirely In this
category Birth Control advocates willingly place
Birth Control But in another and larger sense, as
a conscrous attempt to adapt oneself and the race
to a rapidly changing environment, Birth Control

workers, workers’ wives, and workers’ children do
not make for success 1n any strike If workers had
limited the size of therr families many a lost strike
would have been won It’s hard to face a hungry
wife and children With fewer children and a little
laid by a short strike could have been mantained
longer and won

Another statement 1s made that the workers want
God to bless them with children Of course they
do, so does every normal human being So do farm-
ers want God to bless them with ram, hut a flood
1s not a blessing even if a shower 1s and a flood of
children for whom no adequate provision can be
made 1s no blessing either to the parents or to the
children Men want moderate ramns in season and
men want a moderate number of children, also 1n
season 'Too much of any good thing 1s a curse, not
a blessing, rain or children The Birth Control
movement never said that workers are their own
worst enemies because they had children, but it does
say to all people, trade unionists and non-trade

(Continued on page 188)
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OLD WIVES REMEDIES

Letters from Mothers Who Tried Hearsay Methods of Prevention

There are few women who 1n the course of thewr married lroes do not use some method of Bwrth
Control If they are poor all that s offercd them s a neighbor woman’s story of something that she
understands served a friend well Or else they see an advertisement whose merits they have no means
of yudging Or they hear from a mdwnfe of a preventive she has not hersclf mmvestigated, for she 15 the
neighborhood accoucheur—and too often abortiomst—and her interests do not lie wn authenticating
methods of prevention  Iradition and superstitution are all that poor women have to pin thewr farth to
and these faul them mine times out of ten Have we the right to lumet the benefits of sciemtific contra-
ceptson to the rich and to refuse 1t to the suffering poor who need it infinstely more?

“A Method I Heard of”

Minnesota
Unless somcthing 1s done of the order you indicate we
will alvays have divorces and miscrable marriages, as I
feel most of 1t comes from the causes you say Take my
own case for mstance Before my marnage a few weeks,
I fell from a horse and injured my spine The doctor told
me 1f T went on with marmage I took a grave rish, but
my fiance thought there would be no children In eleven
months there was a boy, after months of torture, at birth
we both all but died after hours of agony For three years
I was an mnvalid Then I went to the hospital for an
operation In four years and a half, after using the only
method of prevention I know, I found mysclf that way
agamn, with days unbearable with suffering The doctor
said absolutely no more, but when I ashed what to do he
would not tell me anythrng T uscd & method I heard of,
but 1t failed and once agam the torture of days and nights
of continual suffering, getting up in the mormng and
praying for death to end my suffering before mght But
I lived and gave birth to & baby mrl again  Seemingly
everything fails My health 1s entirely shattered, my
nerves are weak and the suffering has unbalanced my mind
Do you wonder I avoid my husband and hve in deadly
fear of the companicnship that should be a joy, with the
result that our home hfe 1s spoiled because he don’t under-
stand why I avoid hum

“Useless"”

Wisconsin
I have five children, age from mine years to four months
I have only two healthy children out of the five I am
twenty-eight years old, I was married when only past
eighteen I love children, but a person can have too many
Five 1s all we can support and clothe With the last two
I almost passed away, as I had bad hemorrhages and the
doctor said I would never pull through another hemor-
rhage, but he will not gne me anything to keep from con-
ception and all I ever have done on other peoples’ advice
has proved uscless

Crude Ways

Minnesota

I am the mother of two children and the cxpectant
mother of a third My husband and I have discussed the
subject very thoroughly and have decided that three chil-
dren 1s all we can bring into the world and do justice to
them My love hfe, as I understand you to mean 1t, has
been perfect, and mv husband has imparted a great many
things to me, which I never hnew before and wlich has
made me lose hum all the more He has told me a great
many crude ways that people use to keep from having
children and alse wained me never to try any of them
We both beheve m Birth Control and my husband has
ashed many prominent doctors, some of them personal
friends, a safe way, with no success T read jour book and
I want to tell you T know of hundreds of mothers right
in this locality that behieve the same as you and I But
they believe 1n abortion and say 1t 1s no one’s concern

Advice That Did Not Help

Kentucky

I was just one of ten children and after the last
child was born my “father” disappeared, leaving my
mother to raise the brood She worked at anything she
could do, but my thice older sisters became prostitutes
no matter what or how much she did to save them I be-
ing the fifth child, married at seventecn because I believed
it was my only salvation Now at twenty-three I have
four children, one boy and three girls The girls are only
one year apart I have a wonderful husband but a labor-
ing mean and 1t 1s as much as we can do to make ends meet
Sometimes I try to heep away from him, but he tells me
I am hardencd and T am afraid I shall lose him I cannot
bring mvself to the abortion 1dea because I fear for the
other children 1f anything should happen to me I have
repeatedly ashed for advice and have been told of one
method, which I know now 1s no good I was as faithful
1 using 1t as I could be and still I got pregnant
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“I Tried Everything”
Pennsylvama
I do carnestly ask you to help me, as I am the mother
of four httle girls I suffered untold agony winle I carried
them I never had nurse for one of them, came near losing
them before I could get anything to agree with them One
lay with paralysis for two vears T had two of them just
fiftcen months apart My health 15 nothing T cannot do
all my worh, am so stiff in my joints I can hardly get up
and down I would rather die than cver become pregnant
again My husband 1s 2 good man His salary 1s small
He was unfortunate enough to loose one of lus hmbs, so
you sce 1t 1s pretty hard for us and »f we had more chil-
dien 1t would be worse still We cannot afford to hire
help and what [ cannot do has to go undone I don’t want
to bring more into this world to grow up without care and
liealth, as the cluldren T aheady have are not very strong
1 have tried evervthing to keep from getting pregnant
and everything failed I will certainly do everything I can
towaid your good work 1f you will only help me

Aduvice That Was Worthless
Cahforma
I have read many books on Birth Control in the sam
cffort of finding a remedy of himiting my offspring, but
never before have the true facts been so forceablvy and
clearly put over I believe that this book will do more for
hiumanity than any other book of this century I have
tized to get advice but cvery time 1t has been worthless
If ever anyone needed hnowledge of contraception it s I
I have been marriced less than three years and during that
time I have been pregnant three times In January 1922,
I had a miscarriage and 1n less than three months I was
pregnant agam My baby gir]l was born December 22,
1922 She 15 now only fifteen months old and I am preg-
nant again I expeet my neat baby i August of this vear
I have no objection to two or three children but we are
poor, my husband being a laborer and sometimes scarcely
able to pay our rent, feed and clothe us  If it were not
for the fact that I am almost always pregnant or suffering
from the cffects of pregnancy I should be able to help and
in time we might save cnough to buy our own home DBut
we now constantly have s doctor’s debt hanging over our
heads, all caused by my 11l health due to pregnancy There
arc times when I am scarcely able to walk for the terrible
catch pains that get me 1n my back and hips But I have
to drag myself round to care for my baby, whe even at
fiftcen months 1s unable to walk Oh, Mrs Sanger, can
you see this picture? I have_sketched 1t but Lightly, for
cven yet my pride 1s not brohen and I am hoping you will
help me save my body so that I may be able to care for
my baby and the one that i1s commg I am only twenty-
threc and my husband twenty-seven We both have a fair
education and beheve that if given the benefit of such
knowledge as you write of we may be able, by working
hard, to do something for ourselves and children
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A Young Wife’s Problem

Ilhnois

I hope with all my might that you will be so hind and
help me out of a trouble that T cannot know and solve my-
self T am nmeteen and although only married seven
months have taken medicne manv times, which makes me
very sich I hnow that this 1s harmful, but what am I go-
ing to do when I know of nothing harmless? And I can't
go on and get a bibv because I am not strong or old
cnough Ihvenaf I did get one it could not have the nght
care, as we have so manv bills to pav on furmiture and
also doctor nlls as T had an operation not so long ago
Wor’t vou hedp me before I start a hfe wluch so many
women are leading?

Her Efforts Unsuccessful
Kansas

I have been married a httle over five vears and I have
four children, three girls and a bov I had a miscarrage
about cighteen months ago The oldest, a gnl will be five
in October, the boy 1s s1v months old I never can nurse
my children and 1 always come around when thev are two
months old I have used the one preventive I hnow but
that doesn’t seem to be a success Itry to heep anav from
my husband but that onlv makes matters worse He says
I am not lining a mariied hfe and even threatens to leave
me I have been so weak ever since my last baby came
anl I don’t know why I think your work the greatest of
all and I will do anything 1n my power to help the great
worh along Can you help me?

Everything Failed
Pennsylvama

It scems I can find nothing te help me from falling preg-
nant I am marrwd ten vears on the tenth of this month
and T have five children, the oldest mine and the youngest
fourtcen months It scuns 1t doesn’t do me any good to
do as I have heard from my neighbors T try to do as they
do, but without avail, it secams My hushand 1s just a
laborer but he makes good when he 1s working  But at
scems 1t takes all he makes to heep us and when he happens
to gct out of work 1t 1s verv hard on us T have to do all
mv own work and have to sew a great deal Manv a time
I have to take 1n sewing to help along I am not able to
doit, as I am always in such poor health for so long after
I have been confined T have had a false conception with
my first baby and had to have it taken away without giv-
ing me anvthing to put me to sleep With mv fourth I
Inv bctween hfe and death for four wecks as I had ureme
poisoning At the end of that four wechs I had to get
out of bed and crawl downstairs on my hands and knces
and make the oldest child, not si1x vears old, shde down
with the baby, as we could not afford a woman any longer
So you can sce I have suffered my share TPlease for my
sahe and my children’s, help me find something to keep
me from falling that way agamn
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Book Reviews

Two Remnews by Anme G Pornit

WOMAN’S SHARE IN SOCIAL CULTURE, by Anna
Garhin Spencer J P Lippincott Company, Philadel-
phia, Pa

ITH the tremendously important exception of
Birth Control, Mrs Spencer covers m this volume
practically every aspect of the long, slow ascent of woman
from the depths of slavery and ignorance m which she
was left by man long after he had attained some degree
of freedom and culture The arrangement of the book 13
remarkable Not only are the chapters carefully set out,
but at the end of the book there 1s a detailed analysis of
the contents which gives a complete resume of the whole
argument There are not many references to authorities
Mrs Spencer 1s content to give the ordinanly accepted
story of the progress of woman and the stages through
which she has passed Some of the statements she makes
are matters of controversy, but mn general, Mrs Spencer
keeps on safe, historical ground What 15 new 15 her eval-
uation of woman’s present position and of the effect npon
the relations of the sexes of the World War The great
value of the book lies 1n 1ts completeness and 1n the wide
views, taken by the wnter, of woman’s work and position
1n every grade of work and of social hfe
And yet this very completeness makes more remarkable
the absolute silence 1n regard to Birth Control How can
the progress of woman be traced without a word as to her
right to control the most important of her functions—
her power of creating new human beings? How can the
special problems of the woman who works—the woman of
gemus or the drudge—be covered without a word as to
the possibility of exercising reason and choice m regard
to whether or when she shall have children? In regard to
the woman of gemus, Mrs Spencer very aptly pomnts out
that the man of gemius 13 necessarly self-centered, and
that women have never been expected “to aggrandize the
human mind by cultivating their own™ without regard to
the comfort of those around them Palissy may be admred
for his perseverance in seeking the glaze for pottery,
though he sacrificed his farmly m his search, and even
burnt up the kitchen table and the infant’s cot But, as
Mrs Spencer remarks, “no book has yet beer wntten m
praise of a woman who let her husband and children starve
or suffer, while she mvented even the most useful things,
or wrote books, or expressed herself in art, or evolved
philosophic systems ” But Mrs Spencer offers no way
out for the woman of gemmus The simple expedient of re-
fraimng from having children does not occur to her Not
all women are made to be physical mothers There are
women, as there are men, to whom the frmit of the mind
or of the soul 15 of more 1mportance than the fruit of the
body Such women, with Birth Control, can reach ther

full fruition in happy marnage, with no cares of mother-
hood to prevent their writing books or creating philoso-
phic systems It 1s not necessary nowadays for a man te
starve because his wife 1s not cooking for im, but a baby
needs mother love and mother care, and the woman who
gwves birth to a child cannot be free to absorb herself
completely 1n the expression of her pecular gemus

There 18 a similar incompletencss 1n Mrs Spencer’s
treatment of the problems of the working woman, and of
the girl whose development 1s warped by poverty and bad
surroundings The book nceds a sequel, i which there
would be a full discussion of Birth Control in regard to
every one of the many aspects of woman’s hife and woman’s
progress on which Mrs Spencer touches It 1s to be hoped
that this sequel will be written by Mrs Spencer herself,
and that to perform the task she wiil add to her wide
studies a careful investigation of Birth Control, 1ts nature
and 1ts workings

A WOMAN OF FIFTY, by Rheta Childe Dorr Funk
and Wagnalls Company, New York

ENS of thousands of women will welcome this intim-
ate revelation of herself given by Mrs Dorr in this
brief autobiography Mrs Dorr 1s so widely known, both
mn the United States and i Europe, and her vivid person-
ality has impressed itself so deeply wherever she has gone
m her varted wanderings, that there will be a very general
desire to make the closer acquaintance which this book
renders possible Femimst from birth, feminist 1n every
fiber of her body, Mrs Dorr’s life has been one long fight
for the cause of woman She has shared in the battle for
better conditions for women 1n industry, for the nght of
women to enter all fields of labor, for woman suffrage,
which like most femimsts she considered rather as a step
forward than as a geal, and for the rght of woman to
be a human being She has followed the femimst trail 1n
Russia, and Finland as well as in America, and has taken
a deep mterest apparently 1n every movement affecting
women, except Birth Control
That she long ago recogmzed the importance of con-
trolled parenthood 1s shown m one brief note concerning
the doctor who attended her at the birth of her son.
“There mght even come a time,” she tells us that he re-
marked to her, “when births would be controlled and chil-
dren would be born only in times and seasons when their
chances of life and development would be most favorable »
“In 1896,” she adds, “this was strange doctrine indeed.”
After such a start 1t seems remarkable that Mrs Dorr
has not reached the point where she could realize that
femimism 15 a8 mockery unless & woman can control her
reproductive powers as well as her sex hfe But fifty 1
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young for a woman of Mrs Dorr’s energy and we shall
yet sce her in the foremost ranks of the advocates of
Birth Control

A Review by Aaron J Rosanoff, M D

THE MASTERY OF FEAR By Wilham 8 Walsh,
MD E P Dutton, New York

EAR, when normal, 1s necessary and beneficial,
when abnormal, 1t 138 needless and a detriment

1t 15 probably true that the vast majority have, to some
extent, fears which may be classified as pathological
More unhappiness, more business and social failure are
due to fear than to any other cause Some types of
morbid fear are open to varicus mnterpretations according
to the school of medical psychology which one follows
The present writer has not held to any school of thought
entirely, though he has endeavored to present the
facts as they seem to be”

Thus the preface introduces this book to the reader
Following several general chapters dealing with the nature,
results, causes of fear, etc, special fears are considered,
such as fear of illness, of public opinion, of rdicule, of
old age, of death, the concluding chapter bemng devoted
to the subject of the fear habit,

On the therapeutic side the book abounds 1n concrete
suggestions for unconscious fears of the dark, of hght-
ning, of closed places, of water, etc a Freudian psycho-
analytic procedure 1s advocated, for compulsions and
doubts the same plus re-education and systematic habit
correction and at times rest, persuasion, or hypnotism,
for sexual fears, “the best course 15 to consult a physi-
c1an »»”

On page 48 the use of contraceptives 15 mentioned as a
frequent cause of fear, although “Persons who do not
think that contraceptives are harmful, unethical, or un-
religious suffer comparatively Little or no harm from them,
other things being equal * 'They, however, “favor dissat-
isfaction and muld neurotic disturbances m the majority
of cases

“The fear of pregnancy—we refer to married persons
—troubles many, even when contraceptives are used ow-
mg to the unrehabiity with which the latter are regard-
ed” For this fear no special remedy 1s proposed

The author has a faciity of language which enables
him to describe mental mechanisms simply and clearly
The book, on the whole, 15 ta be recommended as hkely to
prove helpful to the many sufferers from fears

A Review by 4 M Stephen

THE ILLUSIONS AND REALITIES OF LOVE, by
Thomas Herne East & West Pubhshing Company,
London

BELIEVE that the title of Mr Herne’s book should
have been, “The Illusions and Reahties of Marned
Life” I find, 1 1ts pages, much that 1s provocative and
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valuable 1 relation to the failure of the conventional
marriage to reconcle romance with reality Only mn a
few instances does the author show his faith in the sublime
power of love when freed from the ideclogy of an age that
18 dead

Mr Herne 1s not a styhst but hus presentation of wnital
truths 1s direct, leaving the reader m no doubt as to his
sincerity In a few brief chapters he has condensed the
experience and the wisdom gleaned from an mtimate study
of problems usually overlooked but which are, neverthe-
less, the only ones worthy of our attention

‘When he tells us that “the real, femunine woman has
not come yet She 15 1n the making—with man The
new man will be made from the rib of the new woman, and
then humamty may attain to a paradise from which 1t
need not be turned out ? I feel that he has possibly
been, 1n some respects, unfortunate The “new woman”
15 already 1n our midst In the van of the world’s pro-
gressive movements, and elsewhere, are many noble women
bravely standing for an 1deal of Jove which will “hft sex
from the gutter

Readers of this magazine will endorse the statement
that “a family will be a happy one when the woman wll
be able to hmt 1t according to her own wishes and nceds,
to protect her own health, the children whom she has
borne, and the man that works so that they may hve »

The theme chosen by Mr Herne 1s one demanding for
1ts adequate presentation the gemus of a Nietzsche or s
Hevelock Ellis I am so heartily in sympathy with the
majority of his facts that I find it hard to say that I think
his hterary medum 1s not great cnough to ensure a per-
manent place for lus book among others upon the same
subject

However, the book 13 stimulating and rings true This
writer has farth in the inherent nobihty of human nature
and has had a viston of the New Age and the Twentieth
Century standards of erticism which will make way for
the new attitude towards art and life I recommend the
book to the progressive people who form the ranks of the
Birth Contrel movement

A Reuview by Virgima C Young

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIAL RESEARCH Report No 2
Children mm Need of Special Care By Lucille Eaves

and others

WHOLESOME CHILDHOOD, by E R & G H Groves
Houghton, Maffin & Company

JUDGE 1n the New York City Children’s Court

has often referred to “delinquent parents ” Of these
two books one has to do with the sigmficant and appalling
results of “delinquent parenthood,” while the other mght
profitably be read and studied by the large class of serious
offenders aganst childhood Yet 1t 1s hkely that the chief
readers of “Wholesome Childhood” will be those conscien-
tious and painstaking parents who need it least Even
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they, however, may find 1n this volume much that 1s profit-
able to both themselves and thar offspring

The time 1s rapidly passing (would that 1t were already
gone!) when the responsibihities of parents are entered
into “unadvisedly or hightly,” but rather, 1n the statcly
language of the marrnage service, “reverently, discreetly
and 1n the fear of God”

Unwanted children there still are, and these usually
the ranks of the most unfit! Doubt 1t who may, after even
a most cursory glance at the brief but appalling record
of this Co-operative Social Research! Yet a day 1s surely
coming when 1 umversitics there will be chairs for the
proper study of “Applied Parenthood”, and meanwlile
books like these are a valuable contrbution towards the
bibliography necessary for such courses

Let us take courage bv reminding oursclves that it 1s
the children of a generation of wniters and thinkers who
arc the compilers and authors of publications like these,
who will be the parents of a new generation wiser and more
fearless than our own After centuries of Christian cul-
ture 1t scems hardly eredible that we must still think and
speak of writers who are producing books and pamphlets
such as these, as pioncers and pathfinders Yet such they
indeed are Let us look for and hope for an army of men
and women who shall lead their own childien as well as
the children of less fortunate parents along the roads and
highways blazed for them by these gallant teachers and
lcaders
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APPRECIATIONS

The following are from among the letters of appreaia-
tion received at the end of the Sixth International Birth
Control Conference

From Charles V Drysdale, the President of the Con-
ference, a steamer letter Apnl 11, 1925

“You have made my stay a pure dehght from first
to last and I never expect to have such a time again
Your wonderful Conference with its splendid success
would mn itself have repaid me & hundred fold for
coming over I am going back rested and refreshed
with the most delightful memories and fresh zeal for
the Cause It 1s the first time in my life that 1t has
been anvthing but a pamnful duty, and vou have
changed 1t suddenly 1into a real joy

“One thing 1s certain—that your Conference has
transformed the Birth Control cause from a strug-
gling despised movement nto one wlich will be re-
spected all over the world

From Robert L. Dichinson, M D, Seccretary of the
Committee on Maternal Health, New York City
April 8, 1925
“Will vou let me express sincere admiration for the
way in which the International Neo-Malthusian and
Birth Contro} Conference was conducted, for 1ts dig-
nity and decorum, for its important contributions
and particularly for the personal courtesy cxtended
to our Committee Your open-mindedness and vour
understanding of opposite points of view impressed
one ”’

From Mary Ross, Associate Editor of the Survey

Magazine April 6, 1925
“Let me congratulate you upon the Conference
which seemed to me the best series of sociological
mectings which I have ever attended Ve are using

about a page of editonial appreciation of it 1n our
April 15th 1ssue,” ®

From Harry Elmer Barnes, Professor of Sociology,
Smth Collcge, Northampton, Mass
April 10, 1925
“Let me congratulate you upon the success of your
late conference It must 1n some shght degree have
compensated you for the years of adverse expcriences
and slow devclopment I doubt if any socivlogical
congress in this country has ever attracted greater
nterest or more favorable comment »

From Professor C C Little, President of the Umver-

sity of Mamne Apnil 13, 1925
“I enjoyed the conference greatly and think that
all of you are to be heartily congratulated on the

success of your arrangements ”

* See “Up to the Doctors,” page 182
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The Neo-Malthustan Philosophy

By CHARLES V DRYSDALE
PART 1I

HORTLY after the formation of the British

League, some leading statesmen in Holland in-
vited my father to lecture in Amsterdam, leading
to the formation of a Dutch Neo-Malthusian
League with a practical propaganda among the
poorest classes The result has been that in Hol-
land the national efficiency as shown by its survival
rate has steadily increased as its birth-rate has
fallen, that the infantile mortality in the great
aities has fallen to the lowest in urope, and that
the number and physique of the young men of
military age have rapidly and continuously 1m-
proved Had England and other countries fol-
lowed this course there can be no doubt that the
terrible problem of the C-3 class in the late war
would not have existed

8 Physwologucal and Moral

Among the objections to birth control have been
the medical contentions that 1t 1s phvsiologically in-
Jurious, and the puritameal accusations that 1t en-
courages immorality and 1s a defiance of “God’s
Moral Law ” Malthus himself advocated postpone-
ment of marrage, but admitted that it was a for-
lorn hope, and the Neo-Malthusians have abso-
lutely reversed this idea They started from a nat-
ural moral law, that our duty 1s to relieve suffering
and to provide for the satisfaction of the most
pressing needs of mankind TFood and reproduction
are the two primary essentials of the survival of any
type of animal and the evolutionary process has
necessitated the development of an intense sex 1m-
pulse in man mn order that he should continue to
reproduce to excess m spite of the growth of his in-
telhgence which made him conscious of the unde-
sirability of 2 numerous progeny FExperience has
amply demonstrated the evils of attempting to sup-
press the gratification of this impulse, and its utter
futility except mn rare subnormal individuals In
the “Elements of Social Science” my uncle was I
believe the first boldly to challenge the puritanical
attitude towards sex, and after nearly seventy vears
of fierce denunciation, I think I may say that his
opimions have won assent Today the most eminent
phvsicians and psychologists are openly stating
their hehef in the necessity for moderate gratifica-
tion of the sex mstinct, and the business of the scien-
tific moralist 1s to discover how to arrange for such
gratification, and at the same time to avoid the twin

evils of overpopulation and venereal disease This
1s the great moral aim of Neo-Malthusianism, and
contraceptive methods provide the solution

We Neo-Malthusians are in no way opposed to
the orthodox moral ideal of permanent and chaste
marriage, the natural equality of the number of the
two sexes, and the desirability for lasting mutual
support and care of children, render this the na-
tural 1deal, but we seek to achieve 1t not by com-
pulsion but bv rendering 1t easily attainable and
the most desirable state To the accusation that the
general knowledge of contraceptive practices will
mncrease promiscwty by “making vice safe,” we
sumply reply that the pressure of population leads
to celibacy, delayed marmage, and unspeakable
housing conditions 1in which chastity 1s almost 1im-
possible  'We claim that the general knowledge that
early marriage can take place without fear of large
families and the removal of poveity due to over-
population, will do more 1n a single generation to
reduce 1f not elimmate promiscuity than all the
efforts of the self-styled moralist have done 1n two
thousand years

I AM purposely reframing from reference to any

special orgamzation m this address, but a recent
event 1s of such importance in this connection that
1t must be mentioned The only orgamzed body
which now officially opposes contraceptive measures
1s the Roman Catholic Church, but about two vears
ago this very body gave 1ts sanction to the employ-
ment of practically 1dentical devices by men intend-
ing illieit intercourse 1n order to protect themselves
against venereal disease, and justifies this sanction
on the ground that terrible evils of the communica-
tion of these diseases to their innocent wives and
families, outweigh the undoubted probabilitv that
1t would encourage such 1lhieit intercourse This 1s
excellent scientific morality, but how in the name
of all common sense and decency can the same body
oppose contraceptive devices?

The terrible evils of unlimited families stare one
i the face every day, and agunst the freelv con-
ceded fact that they may allow irregular intercourse
to take place without fear of the consequences, we
have the equally indisputable fact that their general
knowledge would tend to encourage universal early
marriage and therefore, enormously dimunish the
temptations to such wrregularitv I would venture
to suggest to the Roman Catholic Church that by
this judgment, they have surrendered their whole
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case agamnst hirth control and earnestly hope that
in their own interests and for the sake of humamty
they wll soon concede to suffering womanhood the
boon 1t 1s praying for

It 1s of singular interest to note that the govern-
ment of the Umited States has recently to all intents
and purposes officially recogmzed the correctness
of our views both as regards quantity and qualty,
mn 1ts recent immigration law I do not know the
author of this law, but would ke to express my
admiration of 1t, as the only piece of truly scientific
legislation I have ever seen It restricts the entry
of newcomers to three per cent of those in the coun-
try 1n 1910, or an arithmetical progression and de-
bars those suffering from communicable or heredi-
tary disease or defect or unlikelihood to be self-sup-
porting Surely immigration from nside, namely
births, are equivalent to immgration from without
and the same principle should be apphed to both

4 International

The final great aim of the Neo-Malthusian
philosophy was to promote international harmony
and to eiminate the scourge of war Malthus had
shown how overpopulation led to rivalry, strife be-
tween races and nations, and today practically all
thinking people recognize that overpopulation 1s
the great cause of war The German philosophers
mdeed put forward the doctrine of “the biological
necessity for war,” which was perfectly correct from
the Darwinian standpoint But the very diagnosis
of the cause should have suggested the cure,
especially as 1t was already beginning to operate 1n
Germany 1itself, and 1t 1s the gravest count in the
indictment against the rulers of Germany, that they
deliberately opposed the remedy in order to force
on the war We see an echo of the same att:tude 1n
the recent declaration of M Mussolimi in which he
said that Italy was overpopulated and must either
adopt birth control or expand by aggressive indus-
trial policy or by war, and deliberately rejected the
former alternative

END OF PART II

According to the recent report of the Co-ordinatson
Commattee of New ¥ork City, that csty spends $80,000,-
000 on charty, an expendsture called for by sl health,
smmorality, crime, bad housing and & hundred and one
conditions that trace back wn whole or wn part to the un-
requlated burth rate of the poor

To multsply the people and not wmcrease the joy of lyo-
sng s the most dismal end that could be set for human
sinong —Siz WiLLiaM BEvERIDGE

Biwrth Control Revero

Up to the Doctors

EN years ago the very 1dea of an international con-

ference on birth control m New York City would
have been unthinkable Except to a few earnest propa-
gandists and sociologists the term suggested only some-
thing rather darnngly funny, even funmer than the activi-
ties of the “suffragettes” of those days There was httle
public discussion of 1t except in the pohce courts, where
Margaret Sanger bravely ignored the msults and innuen-
does of judges, audience and reporters ahke Every hand
seemed raised agamst her except for a few loyal followers,
among them many of the weary mothers of Brownswille
who had parked their baby carriages in rows outside the
doors of her first clmie, closed by the police

The opposite picture of the conference just concluded
gives faith 1n the vitality of an 1dea backed by one deter-
mined person For a week a distinguished group of pro-
fessional men and women of widely differing interests has
met 1n the auditorum of a New York hotel, histemng to
papers on various aspects of birth control by persons
whose names are known the wide world over There has
been only one free public meeting, all the other sessions
have been for groups who came and paid a conference fee
rot to hear propaganda or argument, but to learn of and
contrbute to an important sociological development

The program hsted members of the faculties of Am-
herst, New York Umversity, Harvard, Corncll, Yale, Bryn
Mawr, Columbia, Smith, the Umversity of Calhforma,
Syracuse and the Umversity of Maine It mcluded such
ranking physicians as Dr Wilham Allen Pusey, president
of the American Medical Association, Dr Alice Hamilton
of the Harvard Medical School, Dr Ira 8 Wile, Dr Max
Schlapp, of the Postgraduate Medical School, Dr Walter
Timme, Dr W F Robie, Dr Rachelle Yarros of Hull
House, and Dr Aletta Jacobs, pioneer m her native Hol-
land. It brought together the suggestions and criticisms
of a group of clergymen of churches both m and outside of
New York, of sociologists and students of social problems
such as Professor Ogburn of Columbia, Minam Van
Waters of the Juvemle Court of Los Angeles, Loms I
Dubln of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, and
Owen Lovejoy of the National Child Labor Commttee
The subjects of their papers were arranged in sessions
headed Fecundity and Civahzation, the Differential Birth
Rate, Health of the Community, Economec Poverty and
Child Labor, War and Population, Eugemces and Welfare,
Biological and Alled Problems, Sex and Reproduction,
and Religious and Moral Factors

The list of more than sixty foreign and American vice-
presidents of the conference carries an equally brlliant
roster of names as diverse as Arnold Bennett and Anme
Goodrich, Lytton Strachey and E V MecCollum, H G
Wells and M Cary Thomas, Corrado Gim of the Umiver-
sity of Padua and Elsie Clews Parsons Another group
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which ncluded George Bernard Shaw, W L George, and
Bertrand Russell, of England, Henr1 Barbusse and Jean
Longuet of France, snd Dr Frank Crane, Fannie Hurst,
H L Mencken, James R Maurer, Judge Ben Lmdsey and
Floyd Dell of the Umted States, among many others, sent
nessages of appreciation and good will

Through 1t all Mrs Sanger smled as quietly and as
unconcerned as though she never envisaged anything
different from this focussing of all kinds of profcssional
competence upon the subject which has been her hife work
As Dr Ravmond Pear] of Johns Hopkins University de-
clared “This congress of leading scientific men and
women from all over the world 1s also in large measure a
tribute to the splendid work of Mrs Margaret Sanger,
the pioneer and leader of the birth control movement 1n
America  Under difficulties and wicissitudes which would
have completely disheartened a less courageous soul, she
has kept up the fight and won a succession of victories
which even a few years ago would have seemed 1mpossible »

Lay interest in the movement for birth control has been
apparent for years m the great volume of letters and other
enquiries which have come to Mrs Sanger from all parts
of the country A rapidly increasing professional interest
and support was registered 1n the attendance at a meeting
on contraceptive methods open only to licensed physicians,
which jammed one hall, and necessitated an overflow meet-
ing in another hotel, bringing together more than a thous-
and physicians, who acknowledged the interest and respon-
sibility of the medical profession 1n birth control by a
resolution declaring

That this meeting on contraception consisting of
members of the American medical profession, affirms
that birth control, bemg a very important and com-
phcated problem requiring scientific study and gmd-
ance, comes properly within the province of preven-
tive medicine and that the subject should not only be
given a place on the program of county and state
societies and of the American Medical Association,
but also become a part of the work of suitable chnics,
hospitals and other medically supervised orgamza-
tions engaged mn the scientific study and prevention
of disease and crime

Perhaps because birth control began as a lay movement
the knowledge of 1ts sociological imphications has outrun
progress 1n medical techmque, so that there 15 great pres-
ent need for a program of medical research and chinical
trial (See The Survey, March 15, 1925, Surprises 1n an
Investigation of Birth Control ) Mrs Sanger herself has
been among the first to recogmze this need The Survey
already has noted her offer, :n accord with the generous
and statesmanhke course of her ten year’s campaign, to
place the direction of the medical activities of the Amen-
can Birth Control League 1n the hands of a representative
medical group Now it 18 up to the doctors —M R mn
The Survey, April 15th
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PERIODICAL NOTES

A forceful plea to hold the birth of chuldren sacred 1s
quoted by the Reading, Pennsylvania, T'ribune from a ser-
mon preached by the Reverend L Griswold Wilhams of
the Universalist Church of Our Father of that aty

“While we have made a great deal of fuss,” said Mr
Williams, “about & child born m a stable 1900 years ago,
we are not very much troubled about children born i
stables today, and the fact seems just a httle out of har-
mony with the principles of our rebgion Mary’s child
was expected, and wanted, and when 1t came she was 1its
mother because she had willed 1t into being I ask that
we seek the benediction of the child by doing whatsoever
we may to safeguard the mght of every child to be a
wanted child just as much as the Child of Bethlchem was
wanted The child has not only the right to be wanted,
but 1t has a right to come mto the world with a good
body It has a right not only to a good body but to a
good mind as well ?

A recent number of the Journal of Social Hygiene (New
York) contans an outhne by Syhl Neville Rolfe of the
progress of work for venereal disease in European coun-
tries 'The author, who 15 general secretary of the Inter-
national Commiitee for Combating Venereal Disease,
beheves that, aside from medical measures, two of the
greatest aids in the work have been biological teaching 1n
regard to sex and eugenics, and the provision of a counter
attraction to sexual intercourse m adequate recreational
facilities for the young

Four couples settled at Fort Mardyck, a fishing willage
near Dunkirk, France, just before the French Revolution,
have now, according to a press item, multiplied mto a
fiourishing town of several thousand imhabitants

“On first thoughts,” writes Militarist m the Japan
Chromcle (Kobe) *“it 1s distressing to think that it 18 un-
likely that any antidote to the war bug will be found But
18 not war, after all, merely one of nature’s ways of re-
stricting over-population? There seem te be but two
other alternatives, namely, discase and starvation Some
people might,” he adds, “suggest Birth Control as a rem-
edy ” But this he passes over as “not nature’s way ” On
Mihtanst’s commumecation the editor of this Japanese
paper bases an editorial deploring nature’s trimty and
extoling Birth Control as the cure

A famly of four children is, according to Vaughan
Cormish, wniting 1 the Eugenics Rewiew (London) for
January, the family to amm for in order to mamtain the
present British population This will allow for the fact
that, in Great Britamn, “of three cluldren born only two
reach the marrymg age” It will also allow for the fur-
ther fact that a proportion of wives and husbands die n
the early years of marriage, and the survivors must make
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up for the children these marmages do not contribute
While four children 1s not perhaps an excessive famly,
for the well-to-do at any rate, it would scem that condi-
tions that would make 1t possible to save the one-in-three
children born and to cut down the death rate 1n young
married people would be a more 1deal way to mamtan the
population

In onec of 1its carly 1ssues the Lifted Lid, a new weckly
published at Aurora, Mo, has an article by Dr J W
Buck strongly endorsing Barth Control

While Copck has taken no official stand on Birth Con-
trol, individual members of 1ts comimmittee on sex questions
are openly speaking in favor Dr J A Hadfield, a Har-
ley Street physician, 1s one of these He 1s quoted by the
Brighton Herald as stating in a recent addiess in that
eity that the propaganda for large families came mainly
from those who had no children or but one or two He
considered that the himitation of farmhes was a method of
helping, not opposing, nature Abstinence as a method
of limttation he dismissed as likely to be the cause of 1rm-
tabihity and urhappiness and even, in some cases, of the
ruin of famly life True love he defined as “love of the
body and the soul, and the two are indivisible ”

An cditorial in American Medicine (New York) last
winter put the annual expense for the care of the
quarter of a mllion persons housed 1n msane asylums
m the Umted States at thirty-five milhon dollars The
editorial dwells on syphilis as one main cause of insamty
and deplores the fact that work for the cure and pre-
vention of vencreal disease has fallen off since the war
It does not recogmize Birth Control as one means of at-
tacking syphitlis and of preventing those forms of in-
samty which are wmherited

Far the most conservative of the propositions to regu-
late the stream of life at its source 15 Birth Control Ster-
tlization of the unfit 1s actually law in many places And
now Denmark proposes euthanasia and has introduced
mto its parhament, according to press dispatches, a bill
which would provide that the attending physician shall
have power to put painlessly to death an mfant which 1s
hopelessly deformed physically or mentally

The Literary Digest heads this item from the Rocky
Mountarn Mews, “The New Biology™ “One rat, accord-
g to figures by Laythe yesterday, can produce a total
of 1,658 rats and mice during the space of a single year »

The widow of the great Russian novelist Tolstoy, sad
tn her memowrs  “We had many children I bore thirtecn
We were what stood wn the way of his carrymg out
his dream of a free new life ™
At least five of the children died young

Burthk Control Review
A STANDARD STERILIZATION LAW

In its cditorial comment on the recent decision of the
Indiana Supreme Court declaring the state sterilization
law unconstitutional, American Medictne (New York) for
December suggests a set of standard provisions that
might safeguard other laws against like decisions These
are

“(1) 'The law must apply to all persons who, because
of degenerate or defective hereditary qualities, a1e poten-
tial parents of sccially inadequate offspring regardless of

whether in the population at large or in custodial nsti-
tutions

“{2) The law must provide a proper executive agency
with a state cugenecist, giving his entire time to the work,
with the supervision of a Boatd or Council, and free from
pohitical or other influence, except a consideration of
public welfare

“(3) The law must make ample provision for ‘due
process of law’ whenever demanded by the individual con-
cerned or by any one having a lawful interest

“(4) 'The law must make provision for the study of
mental, moral, physiological, social and economic effects
of different types of steriization

“(5) The law must make due provision for safe, skill-
ful and humane operation and treatment

“(6) The motive of the law must be purely eugenic
and m the mterest of public welfare, with no punitive ele-
ment m the law whatsoever

“(7) Ample appropnation to make the law effective
must be provided »

OUR CONTRIBUTORS

P W Whiting s Professor of Genetics at the
Unversity of Maine

A M Kidd s Professor of Jurisprudence at the
Umnwersity of Califorma

Kate Mullen 18 a writer of stories and studies for
the Atlantic Monthly and other magazines

Warren § Thompson 1s Director of the Scripps
Foundation on Population Problems at Miams
Unver stty, Ohio

Toscan Bennett 18 Director of the Labor Depart-
ment of the American Burth Conirol League
and one of the founders of Broohwood Labor
College

Charles Vickery Diysdale 1s President of the New
Generation League of England and descend-
ant of the founders of Neo-Malthusianism
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News Notes

UNITED STATES
New York

SINCE the Conference mail and telephone have
brought requests in greater numbers than ever be-
fore, for information and for lecturers on the work
of the League Clubs and orgamzations and under-
graduate groups all over the country are beginning
to place Buth Control on their programs for dis-
cussion Twenty college students plan to make
a study of Birth Control their thesis subject

The number of visitors to headquarters, particu-
larly of medical visitors to the Clinical Research
Department, has greatly increased In Apnl and
May, Dr James F Cooper and Dr Norman Haire
lectured on contraceptive technique before many
medical societies Dr Cooper’s itinerary for June
already covers almost forty medical and eivic organ-
1zations 1n many states

Before his return to Englind, May 2nd, Dr
Harre lectured to medical and other meetings in
New York and Canada April 15th to 18th he was
m Tthaca, speaking the first day to a gioup of
medical students of Cornell and later to an audience
of several hundred at a public meeting orgamized
bv Percy Clark and presided over by Professor
Willeox of Cornell The next day he spoke agamn
twice, to a group of fratermity men and to an audi-
ence of physicians at the Ithaca Hospital On the
seventeenth he addressed a parlor meeting m the
home of Mrs Andrews Next day he spoke before
a large meeting of students of economics under the
charrmanship of Professor Van Duzen and agamn
at the home of Mrs Andrews, this time before a
group of physicians and medical students

On April 23rd Dr Haire was in Buffalo where
he lectured to a large audience at Buffalo Univer-
sity, Dr Earl Lathrop acting as chairman of this
meeting On April 28th he addressed a medical
group at Schenectady and n the eveming spoke at
a dinner and a public meeting arranged by Dr
Ernest Caldecot, chairman of the local Birth Con-
trol League

Dr Cooper’s speaking engagements this Spring
have covered social agencies, church bodies and
medical meetings Among the social agencies were
the Women’s Club of Douglaston, Long Island,
The Consumptive Jewish Aid Society of Brooklyn,
a group of 350 social workers, The Association of
Day Nurseries and the United States Hebrew
Charities of New York The Hebrew Charities 1s
one of the largest groups of social agencies in New
York and i1ts workers enter the homes of thousands
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of Jewish familles As a result of Dr Cooper’s
lecture the Charities have already referred several
cases to the Clinical Research Department

In preparation for the Ethical Session of the In-
ternational Conference, Dr Cooper appeared dur-
g March before gatherings of clergyvmen of many
religious denommations, including Congregational-
ists, Reformed Church, Jewish rabbis, Baptists,
Unitarians and other liberal denominations Since
the Conference both he and Mrs Sanger have again
spoken before the Congregationalist body, having
been mvited to give an account of the Conference
to those of their members who were unable to at-
tend

On Apri 23rd Mrs Anne Kennedy, Secretary
of the American Birth Control League and Mrs
Walter Timme spoke at the home of Mrs T Rhees
Kappeyne, in Brooklyn At this meeting a Biook-
lyn Commuittee of the League was orgamzed with
Mrs Kappeyne as chuirman On May 13th Mrs
Kennedy gave an address before the League of
Women Voters of Richmond Borough

Elizabeth Grew, organver of the Labor Depart-
ment, spoke in March before general meetings of
Butchers (Local 660), Pamnters (Local 442) and
Stonecutters

On Apnl 1st she gave a 15-minute address before
a large attendance of the Upholsterers Unmor
Local 108, at their quarterly meeting On the days
following this meeting a collection was taken and
a donation sent to the Climeal Research Depart-
ment of the American Bnth Control League On
April 13th the Masons Umon heard her speak at
their quarterly meeting and promused a donation
for chinical work Trade Unionusts’ wives 1 n-
creasing numbers are coming to the Climical Re-
search Department for advice

On April 16th Mrs Grew addressed 50 members
of the Mothers’ Club of St Bartholomew’s Neigh-
borhood House, East 42nd Street and Third Ave-
nue Most of these mothers were Roman Catholcs,
but all were enthusastic histeners and through therr
president Mrs Boettger heartily thanked the lec-
turer for her talk On April 30th Mis Grew, as-
sisted by Miss Kitty Marion, went down to Man-
hattan Beach, L I, to address a woman’s group of
800 members

On May 19th Mrs Grew spoke at Christodera
House, New York and on May 27th before the
Yorkville, N Y, Mothers’ Club

On March 25th the International Student As-
sembly, made up of foreign students in New York
and representing many nationahties, held a Sunday
supper meeting at which a discussion was held on
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the theme, “Limitation or Selection of Population
Through Birth Control 1s a Fundamental Factor
m the Elmination of Impernalism ”

In April many of the smaller towns of New York
held discussions of Birth Control Mrs C C
Wright of Auburn spoke on this subject before the
Wright Chapter for Child Conservation On Apnil
18th Mrs Burton urged the need of orgamzed work
for Birth Control upon the Century Club of
Rochester

In Buffalo a group brought together by Mrs
George T Plhimpton heard a lecture on Eugenics
and Birth Control by Dr Earl Lathrop After the
lecture steps were taken to form a local Birth Con-
trol Committee

On April 29th Prof John C Duvall lectured on
Birth Control before the Liberal Club of Syracuse
Umniversity

On May 15th Miss Sarah Taxen gave a talk on
Birth Control m Yiddish at the Mothers’ Center,
542 East 115th Street

Several foreign visitors from the Far East have
calle? at the headquarters of the League this
Spring Among these are Mr. K I Tai, of
Swatow, South China, a graduate student m Chi-
cago Umwversity, and two Amercan women doctors
practicing in China and interested in Birth Control
on account of the very present problems of over-
population and poverty m China ¥rom Japan
came Mr Kamedyama of Harvard and Mr Ad-
zuma of Columbia, as well as three Japanese edu-
cators One of these was Mr Nagatam who 1s an
official of the Japanese Department of Education

California

MRS ELIZABETH MicMANUS, who
stopped at the headquarters of the American Birth
Control League on the way to Europe, where she
will study Birth Control practice m England and
Holland, reported that a mothers’ climic has been
1n operation since April 18th in Los Angeles It
15 organized on the lines of the Clmical Research
Department of the American Birth Control League
and 1s conducted by a group of physicians under
the chairmanship of Dr Bramerd The Los An-
geles League had an exhbit at the State Social
Service Conference in May

At their annual meeting held March 26th, Mrs
H G Hill of Oakland was re-elected president of
the Birth Control League of Alameda county
Other officers are  Vice-Presidents, Mrs John P
Buwalda, Mrs Frances Wilson Kidd, secretary,
Mrs C E Holmes, treasurer, Mrs George Allen
Rigg, auditor, Mrs Helen Swett Artieda, di-
rectors, Mrs Frederick G Athearn, Mrs J E
Squire, Raymond H Arnold, Dr Edith S Brown-
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sill, Dr Rudolph I Coffee, Professor Samuel J
Holmes, Dr Ann Martin

Inois

DR ALICE HAMILTON was the principal
speaker at the annual meeting of the Illinois Birth
Control League, which was held on Apnl 29th
Officers of the League are, Professor James Field
of Chicago University, President, Mrs Benjamin
Carpenter, Vice-President, Mrs Willoughby
Walling, treasurer

The following directors were elected Mrs James
F Porter, James A TField, Mrs M L Goodkind,
Mrs Payson S Wild, Mrs R W Haml], Mrs H
Landauer, Mrs W G Walling, Mrs B Capenter
and Dr Rachelle Yarros

Louisiana

A POLL by the New Orleans Times-Picayune
shows manv Lowsiana clubwomen n favor of Birth
Control Mrs Joseph E Friend, President of the
State Federation of Women'’s Clubs, stated her be-
Lief in Birth Control clinics under governmental
auspices and Mrs John F' Oeschner, President of
the Women’s Matermity League, recommended
chmecal work such as that of the American Birth
Control League Among the other clubwomen who
were strongly m sympathy with efforts to control

the birth rate were Miss Jean Gordon, one of the
most active social workers mn the south

Massachusetts

rg
lHE American Civil Liberties Umon plans 1t
necessary to take court action to test Mayor James
M Curley’s nght to prolibit Birth Control meet-
mngs i Boston The first step in their campaign
for free speech on Birth Control was the holding
of a meeting of protest on May 12th, at which
Roger Baldwin, Director of the Union, was a
speaker Mayor Curley’s recent letter n reply to
a protest by John S Codman, Chairman of the
New England Civil Liberties Commuttee, charac-
terizing the Movement as “an infamous cult” and
identifying 1t with abortion has aroused protest m
the press alike from opponents and supporters of
Birth Control

On May 8th Dr James F' Cooper spoke on the
International Conference before an audience of
125 at the Women's City Club of Boston

Ohio

DURING Aprl, Mrs Silas E Hutin gave an
address before the Colingwood ZPresbyterian
Church of Toledo
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New Jersey

ONE of the most mmportant accomplishments of
the New Jersey League 1s the resolution on Birth
Control, obtained from the New Jersey Women's
Republican Club The resolution, which was passed
unanmimously after an address by Mrs F Robert-
son-Jones reads “Resolved, that the New Jersey
Women’s Republican Club do earnestly recom-
mend the intelligent mvestigation of this subject
through 1ts umts and county councils to the end
that concrete expressions of opmion may result at
the October meeting ” In the last number of the
club paper the New Jersey Republican, appeared
the following rtem

“Among other good measures which were dis-
posed of by bemng kept in Commuttee, so that the
members of the Legislature never had to stand up
and be counted mn regard to them, was Assembly
Bill 106, introduced by Assemblyman Pine, of
Camden County, permitting the giving of birth
control nformation to marmed persons by
physicians

On March 19th, Mr Meves addressed the Ki-
wams Club of Camden, and on April 16th the Ki-
wams Club of Pitman heard hum speak on the rela-
tion of Birth Control to peace On April 19th he
spoke before the Camden Real Estate Board on
a subject of practical interest to them, the “Rela-
tion of Birth Control to Housing Reform.”

On April 14th, Mrs Bertha Potter Smith, of the
staff of the Amemcan Birth Control League, spoke
at the mvitation of the Polish Red Cross Uit of
Bayonne at its headquarters m the Industrial
Young Women’s Christian Association The meet-
g which was orgamzed by Mrs Jozwiak was held
mn consequence of a request from the women of this
Unit to hear more of the Birth Control and Stermh-
zation Bills before the New Jersey Legislature this
winter About forty women attended, many of
whom were Roman Catholics

On May 12th, the Fox Motion Picture Theatre
lent the Riverside League 1ts auditorrum for a pub-

he meeting, at which the principal speaker was Pro-
fessor Malcolm H Bissell

On May 14th Mrs Sanger was entertained at a
Garden Party at the home of Mrs Renwick 1n
Short Hills, where she spoke before representatives
of the Essex County League of Women Voters

Durmng the last two months Mr Meves has ad-
dressed many orgamzations and Dr Cooper has
spoken before the Gloucester and the Monmouth
Medical Societies
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Pennsylvania

ON March 22nd Mr Meves, organzer of South-
ern New Jersey, lectured before the Friendship
Liberal League of Philadelphia on “The Truth of
the Malthusian Theory ” This was m reply to a
lecture the week before on ‘“The Malthusian
Bogey ”

The mportant meeting of the year was held by
the Eastern Pennsylvania League on Apnl 1st,
when speakers from the International Conference
addressed a large public meeting held n the ball-
room of the Bellevue Stratford Hotel, Philadel-
phia At the dinner which preceded the public meet-
ing Mrs Anne Kennedy gave a general account of
the International Conference Speakers at the
mass meeting were Dr Norman Haire of London,
Dr James F Cooper, Dr Charles V Drysdale
and Mrs Robertson Jones A hundred new mem-
bers joined the league

Through the efforts of Mrs Frank E Wilhams
a new chapter has been formed at Swarthmore

COMING EVENTS

[N response to requests for defimte dates from
medical, civie and social orgamzations, Dr James
F Cooper has arranged the following itinerary
gomng west He leaves New York, May 28th

Reading, Pa May 29th
Lebanon, Pa June 2nd
Pittsburgh, Pa June 3rd
Columbus, Ohio June 4th
Cleveland, Ohio June 5th
Des Moines, Towa June 7th
Knoxville, Iowa June 8th
Davenport, Iowa June 9th
Salna, Kansas June 10th
Denver, Colorado June 11th

In Denver, Dr Cooper will stay five days He
will mclude among s lectures an address before
a special meeting of social workers, who are to be
gathered at that time for their national conference
Dates on s trip back east during the last two
weeks of June are not yet defimtely fixed ¥is
lectures will be mainly before medical bodies, and
among the aities at which he will speak are Colo-
rado Springs, Colo, Cheyenne, Wvo, Salt Lake
City, Utah, Twin Falls, Boise and Buffalo, Idaho,
Mimneapolis and St Paul, Mmn, Madison and
Milwaukee, Wisc , Chicago, Champaign and Cairo,
111, St Lows, Mo, Nashville, Tenn , Montgomery,
Ala, Atlanta, Asheville and Wilmngton, N C,
and Charleston and Conway, S C
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BIRTH CONTROL, LABOR AND
THE CATHOLICS

(Contanued from page 175)

umonists, that having too many children makes
parents the enemmes not only of children already 1n
existence but of those to come By the word “con-
troi” the Buth Controllers mean “control,” not ex-
tmction, control just as a man must control an auto-
mobile If a man does not control the size of his
fanuly 1t also runs away with him and his wife, the
health of both, the happiness of both, and ruins not
only them but the family, the children as well

But the most hollow sounding argument of them
all 1s the one which suggests that in a conference
regarding wages or working conditions the employ-
ers will tell the workers “You don’t need more
wages but Birth Control” How long smce the
bosses tried to it the size of workers’ famhes?
How long since they tried to limit the size of the
labor surplus? It 1s notorious that emplovers of
chea~ labor and exploiters of child labor are frankly
hostile to Bnth Control They want the workers to
have big farmhies They want unrestricted immg a-
tion They want workers, workers, workers, at any
price, that 1s, at any price to the workers As Leaf-
let No 2 of the Labor Department well shows,
there 15 a direct connection between the size of work-
ers’ famulies and unemployment Workers get mto
the countiy by immgrating and by being born mn
The bosses want no hinutation either way  Just the
other day one of the research orgamzations of Ihg
Business came out agamst Birth Control because
if practised it would mean that there would be a
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scarcity of labor in a few years Would that mean
hard times for labor? It did not mean that during
the war when employers were bxdding against each
other to get men into the factories Birth Control-
lers are not regarded by these people as the enemies
of the workers but of the exploiters, and that 1s
what they are Birth Controllers want decent hiving
conditions for all people and mauntan that the
philosophy and practice of Birth Control will lead
i that direction

If the argument of the National Catholic Wel-
fare Conference handled in the preceding para-
graph seems the most hollow of them all, the one
with which we will conclude seems the most nearly
disingenuous and insincere It 15 the one m which
the Conference raises the class 1ssue and seeks to
array class agamst class In paragraph four of the
press release, the suggestion 1s very cleverly and
mmsidiously made that Birth Control 1s some sort
of a conspiracy on the part of property owneis to
get the workers to acquiesce in their hard lot It 1s
difficult to answer this suggestion calmlv, dispas-
sionately, without show of righteous mdignation
The most casual student of Birth Control knows
and knows well that the well-to-do have consider-
ably smaller families than the poorer people, that
this 1s largely because of the practice of some form
of Birth Control by the wealthy, and finallv, that
the rich are able to do this because thev can go to
their fine doctors and demand that Birth Control
mformation be given them 1n spite of the law But
the workers who must depend largely upon hos-
pitals, climes, and the less wise physicians, are re-
fused this information because 1t 1s against the law
The workers’ doctors are either afraid or 1ignorant
The rich get the very best, most scientific informa-
tion avarlable The poor go without, sometimes fall
mto the hands of quacks, or in many cases go as a
last resort to the abortionist who ruins their health
and destroys life Birth Control does not destroy
Iife Tt saves it It s estimated from medical and
police figures that from one to two milhon abortions
are procured in the United States every year, more
than n any other civilized country relative to the
size of the population The wealthy who have Birth
Control information do not have to resort to abor-
tions It 15 mostly the poor who cannot get such
information on whom the abortiomst feeds and plies
his trade

The American Birth Control League determined
that this sheuld not continue It decided that nso-
far as the law permitted, the poor should have the
same advantages as the rich and opened its clinie
in New York City where no distinction 1s made be-
tween them Treatment is free, the necessary ma-
terials are given where the patients cannot afford
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to pay In the meantime 1t 1s working to change the
law so that all hospitals, climes, and doctors may
freely inform the married as to how to control the
size of their families and how to regulate the time
of the commng of children It gives the verv best
itself and seeks to make 1t possible for all medical
people to do the same Four months ago 1t opened
1its Labor Department to work with the orgamzed
labor movement, for the L.eague recognizes the
trade uniwons as the leaders of all the workers The
Umnicn label 1s on all of the League’s publications
while the director of the Labor Department 1s him-
self a trade umonst

Surely no motwve 18 holy enough to yustify accus-
ing such an orgamzation of playing the game of the
property owners aganst the workers

OVERPOPULATION AND MIGRATION
AS CAUSES OF WAR

(Continued from page 173)

and coupled with free access to resources, would
tend greatly to equalize population pressure in all
parts of the world The point I am striving to drive
home here 15 that until the feeling that pressure 1s
unequal in different countries 1s made impossible
through the correction of present conditions, we
must expect armed conflict between nations where
this feeling of differential resources exists

3 The third measure 1s the abolition of all bar-
riers to migration The putting into effect of the
first two measures might render this last unneces-
sary Only experience can tell whether they would
so equalize population pressure that free migration
would be unnecessary But 1t would seem to me
highly desirable not to put this into effect until the
other measures had been tried out, for as yet the
d:fferent races have not learned to hve and work
amicably together, and their close proximity would
seem to be one of the surest causes of war we now
have Race differences may possibly constitute an
important cause of war even after the economc
causes are removed In any event 1t would not be
wise to prepare unnecessary trouble for the future
by allowing race problems to develop n all parts
of the world if there 1s any other way out of our
present difficulties

I cannot discuss the practicabiity of these
measures I can only express the firm behef that in
lieu of the adoption of at least the first two of these
measures, differential population pressure will in-
evitably result in war

If 1t 1s objected that the adoption of such meas-
ures would work a revolution not only 1 our inter-
nal econonme Iife, but 1n the economic organmzation
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of the world, I can only answer that the abolition
of war 15 1n 1tself a revolutionary measure and can-
not be accomplished without first bringing about
a very radical change mn the social and economic
orgamzation of the world

The unequal pressure of man’s numbers 1n differ-
ent areas makes 1t impossible for any nation to eat
long of the cake of vast and monopolized resources
and yet preserve the cake of peace We must choose
between equalizing population pressure by use of
calm reason apphed to deep-lying eauses or we must
expect war There 1s no other and easier road out

THE PREGNANT WOMAN

(Continued from pags 170)

your mother—smart, but a hittle queer ” She stmled
as she said this but not sadly, so completelv did she
remove from the child the tenacles of her desire and
untoward influence ‘“Perhaps you will be a doer
like your father ¥ And now when she smiled 1t was
very happily

The concert left her with such a sense of fulfill-
ment, 1t was as though the child had been born
“Now all 1s fulfilled!” she kept repeating and 1t
was hike the Magmficat of Mary During the last
number the child had stirred profoundly

The way home {rom the concert lay up 2 long,
hard il The woman would go a httle way and
then stop to rest And every time she stopped to
rest she could see below her the bent figure of an
old man also climbing the hill The two of them
seemed chmbing interminably The woman, n
spite of her body, became interested—why she could
not have told—n watching this old man coming so
slow—so slow, all his energy spent in getting his
body up the hill When she reached the very top
of the hill she stopped for a long rest, facing down
toward the bent figure chmbing toward her She
thought, “Perhaps my baby will be a bov and
years from now he will be an old man chmbing a
long, far bl ”

But the thought did not make her sad Life
seemed now too big a thing to be touched by old
age Nor death Nor even birth Something made
her stretch her arms out toward the figure bhelow
her She was the great mother now, brooding, epic
—God-hke, as though from her warm breasts
should soon flow milk to nourish man n the con-
tinuty of etermty Her thoughts now no human
being could write down, and if so, no human being
could read them right, for they are the things that
only pregnant women think and which even they
forget, just as soon as they are no longer with child
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Do you know that you can make an excellent
Polish Mop out of an ordinary mop and a little
3in One? It's easy to do and costs very little

Just cut off the strands of any mop about
eight inches from handle and moisten shghtly with

. The High Quality
3-m-0ne Household Oul

Allow a short ume for the ol to permeate the
strands thoroughly before wsng,

With this home made, economical Polish Mop, 1t's
sc easy to clean hard to reach corners, under beds,
behind radiators Qut comes the dust and hnt, ching-
mg to the mop an if to a magnet.

Shake off the dirt out doors and your Mop 13 ready
to go after another load Floors and oilcloth always
shine after a visit of your 310 One Polish Mop
Cleans and polishes simultaneously

3 1m One Dustless Dust Cloths are just as easy to
make as Polish Mops and they pick up dust just as
well Use any soft cloth, permeated with 3 1n One

This great o1l compound has 79 uses i1n the home
alone—Ilubricating all hight mechanisms—cleanin g
and polishing woodwork and metal—preventing rust
: X AW Al \ N\ AN i and tarms b All these uses, and many othcrs are
4! \ \ ! N\ o ! pl ned 1n a Dictionary of Uses which 1s wrapped
it Wk N\ KON : . ! nd ery bottl d sent with every s ampl

us sample and De Luxe edition
of Dictiol ry R equest both n a povtal
310 0 sold at all goo d stores 1n 1o
3-oz and / pt. bottles and m 3 oz Handy 0|l
Cans Asdk for 3 1n One by name and look for
the Big Red “One” on the labe!

THREE-IN ONEOILCOMPANY
130CP William Street, New York, NY
Factories Rahway, N J, and Montreal
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You Can
Help

Join the American Birth Control League

Subscribe to the Birth Control Review

YOU CAN DO BOTH THESE THINGS FOR $300

Give Bound Volumes of the Review
to Your Library

1920-1921 $5 00
1922-1923 500
Subscription for One Year with One Volume 6 50
Or with Both Volumes 11 00

--------------------------------------------------------------

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW,
104 Fifth Avenue, New York City
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O for membership 1n the Amencan Birth Control League
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