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ADDRESS OF WELCOME 
TO THE 

Sixth International Neo-Malthusian 4 Birth Control Conference 

Mr Preszdent and Delegates Birth Control movement Your vresence links thls - 
N the name of the Amer~can Blrth Control 
League I welcome you to Amer~ca and to the 

S ~ x t h  International Neo-Malthusian and Birth 
Control Conference I am ~ r o u d  of t h ~ s  privilege 
Fo r  the first time In the history of these U n ~ t e d  
States men and women have come from other coun- 
tries to these shores to con51der the populat~on 
problem Such a conference as we now lnaupra te  
IS unlque in our experience and In our national his- 
tory It IS, moreover, fitting that ~t should meet 
here In the center of our greatest city Fo r  almost 
a century a g e j u s t  ninety-five years, to be exact- 
Robert Dale Owen publ~shed an thzs czty h ~ s  brief 
and plam treat~se on the populatlon question and 
birth control, ent~tled "Moral Phys~ology " And 
only two years afterward, in 1832, D r  Charles 
Knowlton published in Boston his epoch-making 
"Fruits of Ph~losophy " XIS l~t t l e  book wandered 
for forty years around the world It was translated 
mto several languages It was reprmted again and 
again I t s  circulation was a t  first unmolested I n  
1857, it was ed~ted and revised M r  President, by 
your courageous uncle, George R Drysdale Its 
circulation In Great Br~ta ln  led finallv to the his- 
toric trlal of Mrs Anme Besant and Charles Brad- 
laugh Thrs was just a l~ t t l e  less than half a century 
ago T h ~ s  little book, wntten by a courageous 
American, repubhshed by courageous Engl~shmen, 
became lnternat~onally famous, and was instru- 
mental in the foundmg of the first Neo-Malthusian 
league, by Charles R Drysdale and Al~ce  Drvsdale 
Vickery, our honorary pres~dent, and the i1lustr1- 
ous, courageous parents of the pres~dent of this 
conference, whom we welcome here today 

welccme you to  the presidency of t h ~ s  
Conference Dr Drysdale fully aware of w 

the honor you confer upon us You come here as 
the llving representative of a f andv  of indomitable 
heroes and founders of the Neo-Malthus~an and 

gathering with that great histohc movement for 
racial salvation which began with Robert Malthus 
himself Without the unselfkh, d~sinterested LOUT- 

age of your father and mother, and your self- 
effaclng uncle, we would not be gathered here to- 
night I w~sh to thank you for the honor you have 
conferred upon us, in crosslng the Atlantic, to act 
as president of t h ~ s  Conference W e  look upon this 
act of generosity as a sign that you cons~der us 
worthy to keep allve and to carry on the torch of 
Neo-Malthus~an truth, which for three-quarters of 
a century has so noblv been held aloft by the herolc 
Drysdale fam~ly May we in America show our- 
selves worthy of the Drysdale t r ad~ t~on l  

T o  delegates from all foreign countries, I msh 
to  extend a welcome no less grateful I want also 
to apolog~ze-if I may do so wlthout any disrespect 
-for the obstacles you have had to meet, the ob- 
struct~ons placed In your way by some of the rules 
and regulations of our American government Not 
belnq familiar with all our customs, perhaps you do 
not know that the government of the United States 
has enacted laws a~mrng to exclude from this coun- 
try all "undes~rable" foreigners These laws, llke 
all such restrlctlve leg.lslation, make it d~fficult for 
all foreigners to pass unmolested our famous Statue 
of Liberty There is a Q m t a  restriction Only so 
many foreigners from each country are allowed to 
enter each month No,  thls is not Birth Control, 
though ~t IS a crude method adopted by the United 
States to control our population It is the latest 
method adopted by our Government to solve the 
population problem And so you delegates from 
forelgn countries hate been made the Innocent 
v ~ c t ~ m s  of an unsuccessful attempt of the Amer~can 
Government to cut down the number of "undesir- 
able" citizens I am glad that you have overcome 
these obstacles A s  con\ inced Neo-Malthus~ans I 
knew you would I welcome you to  t h s  Confer- 
ence 



Wlule the Un~ted  States shuts her gates to 
fore~gners, and 1s less hosp~table than other coun- 
tries In welcom~ng v~sltors to t h ~ s  land no attempt 
whatever 1s made to d~scourage the r a p ~ d  mult~ph- 
cat~on of undes~rable ahens-and natzves-w~thln 
our own borders On the contrary the Government 
of the Unlted States dehberately encourages and 
even makes necessary by ~ t s  laws the breedrng- 
w ~ t h  a breakneck rap~dlty-of ~ d ~ o t s ,  defect~ves, 
d~seased, feeble-mmded and c r ~ m ~ n a l  classes 

B I L L I O N S  of dollars are expended bv our 
state and federal governments and by private 

charlttes and ph~lanthro~les for the care, the mam- 
tenance, and the perpetuatzon of these classes 
Year by year thew numbers are mount~ng Year 
by year more money 1s expended The Amerlcan 
publlc IS taxed-heady taxed-to mamta~n an In- 
creasing race of morons wh~ch threatens the very 
foundations of our c~vll~zatlon More than m- 
quarter of the total Incomes of our States 1s spent 
upon the maintenance of asylums, prlsons and other 
~nstltutlons for the care of the defectwe, the dlseased 
and the delmquent D o  not conclude however, that 
all of our feeble-m~nded and mentally defectwe are 
segregated m ~nstrtutmns No, Indeed Thls 1s a 
free country, a democratic country, a country of 
un~versal suffrage W e  can all vote, even the men- 
tally arrested And so ~t 1s no surprlse to find the 
moron's vote as good as the vote of the genlus The 
outlook 1s not a cheerful one 

You, fr~ends from fore1g-n countr~es who have 
come here to  our greatest clty, must have notlced 
the lntr~cate system of signals wh~ch regulates the 
crowded traffic In our streets and thoroughfares 
By  t h ~ s  system, the pedestrian 1s assured some 
degree of safety But  wh~le the congest~on of 
Amer~can population m our c h e s  has forced upon 
us a system to regulate traffic m clty streets and 
country roads, Amer~ca as a nat~on refuses to open 
her eyes to the problem of b~olog~cal traffic and 
raczal road8 B~olog~callp t h ~ s  country 1s "loy- 
ndmq" wrth reckless carelessness to an lnevrtable 
smash-up I s  ~t too late to prevent nat~onal destruc- 
t~onp Thls quest~on we must face-and answer 

F R A N C E  1s maklng a valn attempt to lncrease 
her populat~on by awardlng bonuses to those 

parents who wdl produce large fam~hes The day 
IS here when the Government of the Umted States 
should award bonuses to dzscouraqe large famll~es 
If the United States government were to elpend 
some of ~ t s  vast approprlatlons on a system of 
bonuses to decrease or to restrlct the mcessant and 
unmterrupted advent of the hordes of the unfit, we 
mrcht look forward to  the future of thrs country 
w ~ t h  less pesslrnlsm I f  the mdl~ons upon m~ll~ons 
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of dollars wh~ch are now expended In the care and 
ma~ntenance of those who In all klndness should 
never have been brought Into t h ~ s  world were con- 
verted to a system of bonuses to unfit parents, 
paying them to refram from further parenthood, 
and contlnu~ng to pay them wh~le they controlled 
t he~ r  procreatwe facult~es, t h ~ s  would not only be a 
profitable ~nvestment, but the salvat~on of Amen- 
can c ~ v ~ l ~ z a t ~ o n  If  we could, by such a system of 
awards or br~bes or whatever you choose to call ~ t ,  
discourage the reproduction of the obv~ously unfit, 
we should be hghtenmg the economlc and soc~al 
burden now hlnderlng the progress of the fit, and 
takmg the first sens~ble step toward the solut~on of 
one of the most menacmg problems of the Amen- 
can democracy It 1s not too late to  begm 

From the moment t h ~ s  gatherrng was planned, 
~t has been my deepest destre that thls S ~ x t h  Inter- 
national Conference, br~ef as ~t must necessardv be, 
mlgbt be made a real t u rn~ng  pomt m the never 
endlng battle for human emanclpatlon Le t  us, all 
of us from other countrles and from other fields, 
alm to convert these few crowded hours Into an as- 
sembly of world ~mportance Le t  us aim to carry 
on the great tradltlon of honesty, courage, and 
bravery whlch 1s so nobly personified for us In the 
figure of our president, Charles V~ckery Drysdale 
Le t  us express our Innermost convlctlons Le t  us 
not fear oppos~t~on, nor the sharp clash of oplnlon 
Apathy, not oppos~tlon, 1s the only real enemy of 
truth And ~t 1s truth that has brought all of us 
here together Le t  none of us be a f r a ~ d  to express 
hls truth, to brmg ~t Into play m thls Conference, 
for we must not forget that ~t IS the truth whlch 1s 
gomg to set us free I hope we do arouse opposl- 
t ~ o n  Fo r  In arouslng opposlt~on, we are kllllng 
apathy and lethargy It 1s my hope that t h ~ s  Con- 
ference wdl be mstrumental In hghtlng and spread- 
mg the fire of truths so lllum~natmg they cannot be 
ext~ngu~shed 

Y OU, D r  Drysdale, and you--delegates from 
older and wlser countrles than th~s-you do 

not wear decoratrons or medals But I know that 
all of you hrde the scars of wounds won In our never- 
endmg warfare for the emanclpat~on of the human 
race I welcome you And to all of you, my fellow- 
c~t~zens,  who have so generously responded to our 
call and hale co-operated w ~ t h  us m our effort to 
make t h ~ s  Conference of lnternat~onal as wcll as 
natlonal slgn~ficance, I extend the warmest wel- 
come of the Amerlcan B ~ r t h  Control League And 
I know that all of you joln me In welcom~ng to  
the pres~dency of the S ~ x t h  Internat~onal Neo- 
Malthusian and Blrth Control Conference our 
Pres~dent, Charles Vlckery Drysdale 



The Mother-Hygiene Office in Norway 
A Report by KATTI ANKER MOLLER* 

I N the Labour Party's woman clubs we had often 
spoken about the marlied woman's deplorable 

position 
I n  Norway formal prostitution is abolished and 

the unmarried mother and her chdd are now pro- 
tected by better laws But the condition of the mal- 
ried woman and her children under the present 
marriage and the religious understanding prevail- 
ing over this institution is such that it gires the 
husband an unlimited right to sexual intercourse, 
w~thout any regard to  the wife's health, and to pro- 
cure children m no proportion to the famlly's in- 
come Most wives have to endure incessant preg- 
nancies and go through ch~ldblrth wlth ever dtmln- 
ish~ng physical strength and economlc power to 
meet the growing difficulties Fo r  many of them 
marriage is felt as a permanent outrage and the 
birth of a new child is cause for serious grlef 

I had written two pamphlets, "The Emancrpa- 
tion of Motherhood" and some years afterwards, 
"The Birth-Polit~cs of the Women" They had 
created much sensat~on and had been discussed In 
almost every newspaper in Norway So that pub- 
lic oplnlon was prepared 

I translated Mrs Stopes' l~ t t l e  book, "Letter to 
the Over-worked Mother," and t r ~ e d  to get ~t sold 
W e  sent the book to the head of the med~cal depart- 
ment and s a ~ d  that if the medical authorlt~es 
would not take necessary steps to stop the present 
violatson of the mothers, we would 

Thls compelled the medical faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Oslo to discuss and resolve on the ques- 
tion The faculty's resolut~on, wh~ch we published, 
sald (1 )  that contracept~onal measures were not 
injurious to health, (2)  that ~t was deszmble that 
the overworked mothers got t h ~ s  knowledge, (3) 
that in most cases it was the economzcal situation 
of the famlly which made a limitation necessary 
for consc~ent~ous parents, (4)  that only doctors 
should give the wanted knowledge 

Thls resolution has been of great help to us and 
has had great influence In chanqmg publ~c opm~on 
on blrth control in Norway W e  were very glad 
for it, though we d ~ d  not agree to the doctor's 
monopolizing such a rlght over the familles I f  thls 
resolution should be supported no changes would 
take place 

W e  opened our own office The Labour Par ty  
s a ~ d  it would stand w ~ t h  us and help us W e  started 
last April, 1924, in the center of the capital of 
Oslo 

*Report to  the S ~ x t h  International Neo-Malthustan and Birth 
Control Conference, March, 1926 

W e  have no clinlc W e  prepared to  gwe verbal 
knowledge concernlng the different contraceptions1 
means and to be able a t  the same tlme and a t  the 
same place to sell all the necessary apparatus 

W e  sell also books and pamphlets concerning sex- 
relation sand motherhood and the nursing of bables 
W e  give information about hygienic precautions 
during pregnancy and sell garments suitable for 
that condition W e  instruct the mothers in nursmg 
bab~es and sell baby-garments This is a very much 
needed work as in Norway we have very few chlld- 
welfare centres 

The deepest cause of the mother's subjection and 
the difficulty in helping them IS their total lack of 
knowledge concernmg themselves as mothers and 
concernmg their most prominent work In life to 
create and rear chlldren Our office IS therefore 
also a sort of a shop 

I n  elght out of ten cases the mothers help them- 
selves by read~ng D r  Stopes' earlier mentloned 
brochure, wh~ch I have changed a little, by our 
instructmg them and by an illustrated pamphlet 
of instruct~ons I f  they do not feel that thev can 
rely upon themselves concerning adjustment of 
contraceptive devices, we glve them the addresses 
of several doctors, especially women doctors of the 
town who we know u d l  help them But  we supply 
them with a card of introduct~on from our office 
and wlth the apparatus they want before they 
leave I n  difficult cases we send them direct to  the 
doctors 

T h ~ s  way of comblnlng an mstruction office with 
a shop IS an easy and inexpensive way of meetlng 
the present difficulties The sales help pay for the 
office I am quite aware t h ~ s  is not the most per- 
fect way, and we hope bv experience to establish 
something better, but buymg garments for the 
babies gives the mothers a clear pretext to vlsit our 
inst~tution And we have a welcome opportunity 
to demonstrate that we are not against child-bear- 
mg per se On the contrary, that we wlll onlv t ry  
to protect the overburdened mother so that she may 
be the best possible mother for the famly she 
already has 

W e  do not give instruct~ons to unmarried g r l s  
and we t ry  not to make any fuss concernlng our 
work, but we are obllged to ad~ertlse Both the 
office and especially the advertisement is on the 
border of the law But the authorities have lett us 
in peace This means, I dare say, that pubhc 
opinion concernlng an earnest and decent work for 

(Continued on page 126) 
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The Birth Control Movement in Japan 
By Iso ABE* 

B I R T H  CONTROL had begun to be discussed 
m Japan about two years before Mrs Mar- 

garet Sanger made a vlsit to the country m 1922 
At first the subject was handled m Japan under 
the name of New Malthuslanlsm, because the words 
"Blrth Control" seemed to convey something offen- 
slve to  the delicate sense of those who dld not under- 
stand what they meant Several magazmes m 
Tokyo publlshed the opmons of specialists, peda- 
gogues, representatives of religon and statesmen 
on the subject When Mrs Sanger came to Japan, 
the discussion was still going on with so much vigor 
that the people were very eager to llsten to what 
she would say on thls problem 

Whlle the publlc was broad-mmded enough to 
welcome Mrs Sanger wlth open arms, the govern- 
ment looked on her arrwal rather wlth suspicious 
eyes The officers mlght, perhaps, have gone as far 
as to prevent her from glvmg her lectures anywhere 
in Japan, had not the younger officers stood firmly 
agalnst thls unwise policy But  ~t 1s a fact that 
Mrs Sanger could not enjoy as much freedom as 
she desired She was not allowed to speak to a 
publlc audience on birth control When she spoke 
on the subject ~t was only to a small clrcle m a 
prwate room As she traveled, however, m many 
important places m the country, no one can doubt 
that she rendered a great servlce for the cause of 
birth control It 1s not exaggeration at  all ~f I say 
that her name 1s better known in Japan than that 
of any other Amencan or English woman 

Slnce 1912, the movement became very active 
D r  T Kajl, who has hls own hospital in the busl- 
ness distrlct of Tokyo, 1s one of the champions for 
the cause and any one who feels the need of birth 
control may get advlce from him The Japanese 
Federation of Labor, whlch has more than thlrty 
thousand members, sees the need of propagating 
the cause among working men Now the Federa- 
tion has ~ t s  own "Consultation Bureau" in three 
large cltles-Tokyo, Osaka and Kobe-where any 
one may get proper information on blrth control 

One of the books written by Mrs Sanger had 
been translated and published In Japan just before 
she made a visit to the country Soon after, my 
book on b~ r th  control was publlshed and had a com- 
parat~vely good sale Then the translation of Mrs 
Sanger's "Plvot of Clvillzatlon" came out Febru- 
ary t h ~ s  year, we saw for the first time the appear- 
ance of a period~cal the organ of the movement 
The edltor 1s Senji Yamamoto, Professor of Biol- 
- -- 

Report to the S ~ r t h  Internat~onnl Neo-Malthusian and Blrth 
Control Conference, March, 1925 

ogy m Doshisha Unlverslty, Kyoto H e  1s one of 
the ardent advocates of the cause Perhaps no one 
excells h ~ m  in the number of lectures dehvered for 
the cause 

However, ~t would be a great mistake for any 
one of you to mfer from what I have said In the 
foregomg that we have much freedom m Japan m 
makmg propaganda for the cause of birth control 
On the contrary, we are always struggling under 
great disadvantages Although we are not so badly 
oppressed by drastlc laws as Amer~cans, yet we are 
by no means enjoylng the perfect freedom of the 
Hollanders or Australians While we are perfectly 
free m discussmg birth control either on a platform 
or in a book from a purelv theoret~cal standpomt, 
we are strlctly forbidden to inform the public of 
practical methods However, the law does not m- 
terfere ~f we give to others any mformation by mall 
relatmg to blrth control From this you can mfer 
what attitude the Japanese government is taklng 
toward the movement T o  talk on the practical slde 
of birth control in a publlc meetmg is considered 
by the government as lnjurlous to the law of de- 
cency 

F o r  a few years our movement went on "under- 
ground," so to speak, because the government has 
not been so inquisltwe as to punish us even for what 
we do m secret Thousands of mqumng letters 
came to our hands and all of them were properly 
answered Several months ago one of our members 
by the name of Ogawa, became so enthusiastic for 
the cause that he determmed to devote hls llfe to 
announcing this beneficlal message to hls country- 
men While staylng In the United States wlth h ~ s  
wife and children several years ago, he had acquired 
the knowledge of the most effective method of blrth 
control A s  he was convinced that bmth control 
mlght be the only way to rescue Japan from the 
approaching danger of overpopulation, he felt it 
h ~ s  duty to sacrifice every thing for the cause The 
first thing he did was the opening of a consultation 
bureau in his own home m a suburb of Tokyo For- 
tunately he obtained the co-operation of a mldwlfe 
who lived next door Just  a t  that time two or three 
Influential women's magazmes began to be inter- 
ested in the movement and discussmg the subject 
favorably, announced the whereabouts of the con- 
sultatlon bureau From slxty to one hundred letters 
poured into the office every day Ogawa soon 
moved h ~ s  office to the business d~strict of the city 
and obtamed the services of a midwlfe, a nurse and 
a pharmacist A llttle pamphlet whlch describes 

(Codmuad on page 125) 



De Cuniculis-An Allegory 

0 NCE there was an lsland full of rabbits It 
does not matter how they came there Tht 

lsland was overrun mth them Each pau had sev- 
eral htters a year, but as the food they could ralse 
on the island was h t e d ,  they d~ed  as fast as they 
were born I n  time they had developed some rude 
sort of cinhation, wh~ch made it a l~ttle more d&- 
cult to follow the effects of thew fecundity But 
the number that &ed dmectly and especially mdi- 
rectly from starvation was very nearly equal to the 
nunlber born, as the~r means of ralsmg food un- 
proved very slowly m companson The numbers 
were kept down by direct starvat~on, by deaths, es- 
pecially of the newly born, muffic~ent food, 
through disease, by vlce engendered by rmsery and 
dispa~r, and by fightmg The lsland was divided 
up into patches, coloured Merently on the maps, 
and they cultivated patch pride as a vlrtue, and the 
mhb~tants  of each patch were always trylng to ex- 
tend ther patches at the expense of the nelghbour- 
mng patches, and this caused many deaths They 
had short and mserable hves, and they knew some- 
thmg was wrong, but havmg the bralns only of rab- 
bits, they &d not know what lt was 

The Priests sa~d  "You shall glve us predoml- 
nance and food, and we d control you, for we 
know all about God We have created hlm m your 
mage H e  IS a b ~ g  rabb~t, and he l~kes rabb~ts, so 
you must breed as many as you can H e  is so fond 
of rabb~ts that he metes out eternal pun~shment to 
most of them, and those alone escape who kow-tow 
to us and belleve what we tell them, and obey their 
spiritual pastors and masters " Havmg the mmds 
of rabbits, they gave the pnests predommance, and 
they had them bralns warped In thew childhood, and 
were kept m specla1 darkness and m e r y  for thou- 
sands of years 

w H E N  a Bing would be appomted over each 
patch by the more mfluential, the ordmary 

rabb~t havmg no say m the matter, and the kmgs 
robbed, murdered and oppressed, and led them 
patches to slaughter, and the workmg of their sor- 
did and contemptible ambitions was called history 

The Poht~cian sa~d  "Gwe us predommence 
and food, and we d talk and flatter your ~gnorant 
prejudices, and you shall hsten to us, and read 
about us, and we wdl gve  you food, and everythmng 
you can want " So the rabb~ts gave power to the 
politlc~ans who had the minds of rabbits, the 
tongues of serpents, and a mendacity not possessed 
by any of the other lower animals 

The Mhtarlst said "Our patch IS rich, but so 

is the blue patch next us Let us attack lt and takc 
lt, and we wdl be tmce as r~ch and tmce as large 
as we are now When our glorious Empne IS twice 
as rich and twice as large with twice the commerce, 
you wdl all be tmce as rich, and there m11 be no 
poverty They are thinkmg of attacking us, so our 
mvasion mll be a defensive war To arms1 You 
go and kill as many as you can Many of you w~ll 
die glorious deaths anonymously, more of you w~ll  
be crippled for hfe, all of you wdl have a foretaste 
of hell. and we wdl diet as much misery on our 
ne~ghbours, or I hope much more I will stay a t  
home and make patr~otic speeches, and my name 
mll go down as one who made history But I will 
not keep all the credlt, those of you whom I select 
wdl receive the order of the Golden Eagle or the 
Zmc Carnon Crow " 

r 1 HE Political Economist said "I do not want 1 anythmg from you, but I have spun out an 
mterestmg and complmted study of wealth on the 
assumption that population is fixed, so that better 
organization wdl put thmgs rlght Though I some- 
times admit m a foot note that your extreme 
fecundity upsets my schemes, I generally prefer to 
deny or Ignore ~ t s  existence But ~f you wdl do 
without m~ddlemen, adopt free trade, and alter the 
relations of cap~tal and labour, lt mll be all right," 
and he went off to finish a book on the "Double, 
or Scalp-and-Wife Money Standards m the Bungo 
Islands " 

Then it occurred to someone that emigration 
would ease the stress, so they sent SIX rabb~ts to a 
contment where there was none before I n  a few 
years the SIX had multiplied mto several thousand 
m~lhon, and they had overrun half the contment 
The rabb~ts on the Island thought their population 
pressure had been eased by several thousand 
d o n ,  lnstead of SIX Most of the several thou- 
sand mdl~on were dymg like the rabbits on the is- 
land, yet only half the contment was occup~ed by 
them It was sald that while one-half of the con- 
tment was vacant and full of rabb~t food, ~t was 
unposslble that the other half should be full of 
s t a m g  rabbits and, indeed, it IS true that lf the 
rabb~ts could have been suddenly distributed over 
the whole contment, they would have been well off, 
but only for the few months necessary for them 
to multiply up to the new hmit 

The Social~sts said "Some of you are not starv- 
mg at  all, but are rich T h ~ s  IS unfa~r G~ve us 
front place, and we will divide up and have no rich, 
so there w~ll be no poor We w~ll  then settle what 
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l~t t le  work each of you shall do, and you shall have 
plenty to eat Instead of each pan  b r ~ n g ~ n g  up  
~ t s  l~tters In poverty and d~fficulty, we w~l l  all com- 
b ~ n e  to brmg up all the l~tters collect~vely, In plenty, 
ease m d  comfort, and the more htters there are the 
more happy rabb~ts there wdl be " 

a our Leader s a ~ d  "We all do too much THE" work and get too l~ t t l e  food for ~t All wc 
have got to do 1s to work much less and eat much 
more food, and make the r~ch  pay for ~t " 

The Synd~cal~st s a ~ d  "Let us all refuse to 
work, then the r ~ c h  w~l l  get poor W e  are miser- 
able, and we envy and hate the r ~ c h  Let  us rum 
them, and somehow we w~l l  be all r ~ g h t  The r ~ c h  
have, In fact, collected all the food somewhere for 
theme11 es, and we w~l l  get ~t out of them " 

The Ph~lanthrop~st s a d  "I w~l l  organlze a fund 
to be called after me You w~l l  all subscr~be, so 
that a large port~on of you w~l l  be kept In demor- 
almng ~dleness The more rabb~ts we support In 
~dleness the less starvat~on there w~ l l  be Carry 

ph~lanthropy far enough, and you wdl all be sup- 
ported by chanty, and no one w~ l l  have to work, 
and food can always be bought " 

The Anarch~st remarked-and he had some show 
of reason "Some governments say they come 
from God for our good, others are elected, and 
none ever softens our mlsery They all say they 
can and wdl, so our mtsery must be thew fault, and 
we would be much better w~thout them " H e  threw 
a bomb anonymously and blew the government up, 
he d~ss~pated hlmself, too 

ONE rabb~t  s a ~ d  "You are poor because you 
are prol~fic" Thev would not have t h ~ s  at 

any prlce, so they rev~led h ~ m  and refused to hsten, 
and s a d  h ~ s  theory had been d ~ s p r o ~  ed, for h ~ s  ex- 
planat~on made out that the mlsery was really them 
own fault, and ~t IS ~mposs~ble to get an an~mal  w t h  
the bran  of a rabb~t  to reahze that ~ t s  troubles are 
due to ~ t s  own faults * 

*Reprlnted hy the courtesy of The Macrn~llan Company from 
"Population and the Soclal Problem," by J Samburne 

Neo-Malthusian India 
l h t  Steps Toward Marnage Reform and Rzrth Control 

Bg BASANTA KOOMAR ROY 

S I D E  by s ~ d e  w ~ t h  those who are t r y~ng  to loosen 
the destructwe pol~t~cal  and economlc g r ~ p  of 

England on Ind~a ,  an ardent group of soc~al work- 
ers are work~ng for soc~al reform through varlous 
organ~zat~ons scattered all over Indm Through the 
efforts of these organ~zat~ons ch~ld marrlages w ~ t h  
all t he~ r  evd results are fast d~sappear~ng even 111 

the most orthodox sect~ons of Hmdu soc~ety 
W ~ d o w  marrlages are becommg q u ~ t e  a fash~onable 
thmg Durmg 1924, more than 1,600 w~dows mar- 
rled 

A group of soc~al reformers are virtually mtel- 
estlng themselves In conscious b r th  control It 
makes \cry l~ t t l e  d~fference after all as to what may 
be the dens~ty of populat~on per square m~le  In the 
country as a whole, the poverty of the farmers and 
workers (wno const~tute the vast major~ty of thc 
populat~on) 1s so excrucmtmg that mmed~ate  rel~ef 
by a pos~t~ve check on large fannl~es In poor c~rcles 
has become ~mperatn ely necessary An Increase In 
populat~on over a per~od of almost a hundred vears, 
m s p ~ t e  of chron~c fam~ne and plague, from 100,- 
000,000 to over 300,000,000 IS In itself causlng 
alarm In certam c~rcles 

As long ago as 1901 Mahatma A s v ~ n ~  Kumar 
Datta, the ~lltlstr~ous educator and ph~lanthrop~st 
of Bar~sal, told me that Ind~a's problem of popu- 
latlon was oppressnely threaten~ng, and he strong- 
ly advocated blrth control by contlnence But m 

vlew of the fact that even salntly men hke Mahatma 
Gandh~ could not wold the causes of fatherhood, 
~t 1s ~dle ,  ~f not futde, to expect absolute cont~nence 
from ord~nary mortals made of flesh and blood and 
lnmg 111 a world so full of a number of mterest~ng 
thlngs 

Under the present system of ruthless economlc 
evplo~tat~on and consequent crushlng poverty, 
growth of famhes must be stopped by all means, 
~f Indm 1s to h e  And when absolute cont~nence 
1s ~mposs~ble, conscious b~ r th  control 1s the other 
alternatwe 

Accordmg to emment authorhes b~ r th  control 
was known In Indm of old They hold that anc~ent 
Hmdu literature contams lnstruct~ons In contm- 
ceptwe measures It has been In the mrnds of the 
young for some t ~ m e  Recently b r th  control organ- 
~za t~ons  have been started In d~fferent parts of 
Indm to solve Indla's presslng problem of popu- 
lat~on And ~t 1s qu~ te  natural that t h ~ s  movement 
be first formally ~naugurated m Bombay, the lead- 
mg center of Indla The Bombay B ~ r t h  Control 
League has recently been founded under the aus- 
plces of such men as Prof N S Phadke, Prof R 
D Karve, M r  R B Lotvala, D r  A J Mehta and 
others 

Prof Phadke IS secretary of the Bombay B ~ r t h  
Control League and ed~ t s  Bzrth Control H e  is 
an ardent worker m t h ~ s  cause, and 1s makmg, 



llke all pioneers, considerable sacrifice, to make hls 
plea thoroughly understood throughout the length 
and breadth of Indla I n  the course of a paper on 
"The Necessity of Blrth Control m Indla," Prof 
Phadke writes "It is a plty that no vlgorous at- 
tempt has yet been made to arouse the people of 
thls country to a sense of the dlre consequences of 
excesslve procreation and of them duty to  arrest ~t 

"Today if we bring forth chlldren whom we can- 
not abundantly feed, cloth and educate, we only 
create a race of slaves who wlll too readlly fall a 
prey to the deslgns of the forelgn rulers and ex- 
plolters It is high t~me, therefore, that we awaken 
ourselves to the urgent need of Blrth Control m 
our land 

"Let us assure the reader that the motwes behlnd 
the Blrth Control molenient m India are sacred 
Those who choose may charge it wlth tampering 
with God's deslgn, gross indecency, ~mmorahty, sm 
or whatever ugly counts they can invent But they 
can never make people blind to the fact that behind 
the prlnclple and practlce of voluntary control of 
progeny, he, not the selfish ends of lndlvldual lust, 
but the hlghest and purest motwes of humanitarian- 
Ism and national effic~encv It 1s for ext~ngulshing 
mlsery, llmlt~ng human dlsease, raislng the general 
level of humanity by substltutlng the Ideal of qual- 
~ t y  for a vulgar Ideal of quantity, drlvlng away the 
monster of poverty and maklng a strong and sturdy 
nat~on of ourselves, that we want to accept and 
work out the prlnclple of voluntary Birth Control 
Thus our attitude is stralght and simple W e  want 
to take our vast stock of human wealth m hand " 

The people of Indla are deeply religious, and 
they practlce harmlessness to the pomt of absurdity 
The vast majorlty of the Hlndus are vegetarians 
Not to speak of anlmal and sea food, they are loath 
to break the shell of an e e e  lest thev kill a chicken 

I n  splte of the untold human sorrows, suffermgs 
and miserles that ex& throughout Indla, the birth 
control movement 1s meetmg wlth tremendous op- 
posit~on from the orthodox But hke all humani- 
tarlan movements, opposltlon 1s only strengthening 
~t and maklng ~t more widespread Here and there 
hlghly educated women llke Mrs Llla Smgh of 
Bhagalpur are domg splendld work by then open 
advocacy of the cause of birth control for the birth 
of a new race m Indm 

Both dlrectly and lnd~rectly the femlnist move- 
ment that 1s sweepmg over the country 1s helping 
the progress of birth control m Indla The women 
of Indla, llke the women of Europe and America, 
are up  in arms against man-made laws Whlle the 
women of Indla are growlngly lnvadlng ofices and 
factories, schools and colleges, bars and councils, it 
1s qulte proper that they should have equal say and 
equal pay m the admlnlstratlon of soclety A 
leader of the femlnlst movement In Indla, told me 
that m all them attempts to win women's rlghts they 
encountered no opposltlon whatsoever from the 
men of Indla 

Woman represents the "Dlvme Mother of 
Energy" (Shaktz) Wlthout her help and co-opera- 
tlon man 1s utterly helpless-hopelessly helpless 
Just  a short while ago Mrs Sudangsu Bala Hazra, 
an attorney of the Patna Hlgh Court, was elected 
a member of the Patna Unlverslty Senate by the 
votes of men university graduates Stlll more re- 
cently Mrs Poonen Lukhose, M D , was made 
State Physlclan and head of the Women's and Chil- 
dren's Hospltal a t  Tnvandrum, Tnvancore, a posl- 
tion which gives her ideal opportumties to work for 
the relief of mothers 

Or a duck Even at tlmesu of they India's expert economists, however, contend that 
rather of starvation than klll a Or a 

$ the present system of explortation continues to duck to eat It IS this supreme reverence for hfe 
that lles a t  the bottom of them contmued subject~on exist In that country, 1s nothing she* of 
to their ahen conauerors stupidity to expect the least abatement of human - - 

mlseries even though all blrths, not only of human 
Somehow or other the orthodox Hlndusthanees bemgs, but also of anlmals, b~rds, reptlles and m- 

belleve that birth control 1s equal to klllmg Hence sects, be totally stopped for the next twentg-five 
~t 1s most difficult to convihce even the vast majority years 
of the most hlghly educated men and women that 
One kdl a thing that was not born Just m a t e v e r  may be said for or agalnst blrth con- 

of lt' * 'Ike Saro~lnl Naldu Is a trol, it cannot but be admltted that ~t 1s a movement precarious state of health on account of excesslve 
chlld-bearmg There are countless other similar that has stay India for the good of 
traalc cases to be found m all walks of life and all 320,000,000 of the people of ~ s o k a  and ~ k b a r ,  of - - 
eve; Indla Kalidasa and Tagore, of Buddha and Gandhl 
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Early Neo-Malthusian International Conference 

T 11': "grwn of mus t~rd  seed" of the New Testa- 
ment comes to one's n n d  when one contcm- 

plates the small beg~nn~ngs and growth of hnoml- 
edge and a p p e c ~ a t ~ o n  of the B ~ r t h  Control Move- 
ment To the crowds who w~ l l  assemble to "hear 
the word" In RIwch, 1925, ~t may be mterestmg 
to r e d  a llttle of the early Internat~onal Confer- 
ences of the mol ement 

JI P w l  Robm contened the first In Pans  on 
August 4th. 5th and Gth, 1900, at  the offices of the 
L g u e  dc la Regenerat~on Humame A t  that t m e  
four Leagues were In ex~stence, v ~ z  , Great B r~ t am 
(1877), the founder of the Neo-Malthus~an Move- 
ment, Holland (1879), Germany and France 

The F I R S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  was a small 
meetmg and Herr  Max Hausme~ster of Stuttgart, 
stdl E d ~ t o r  of Dte Soulal Ha~monze, who repre- 
sented the German motement, was unable to be 
present Holland gave a splend~d account of the 
work done there du r~ng  the eleven years of the 
League's ex~stence, and d u r ~ n g  the meet~ng M 
Paul Robm proposed that a "free and fr~endly 
federat~on of all e x ~ s t ~ n g  Leagues of Europe and 
anv future Leagues be establ~shed " 

Thus was the Federat~on born and every suc- 
ceedmg Conference has seen ~ t s  vlgorous growth 
and progress Many of the ploneers who were 
present at  that tune have now passed away-Dr 
C R Drvsdale, D r  Rutgers M Paul Robm- 
but D r  Ahce V~ckery IS stdl w ~ t h  us, and also 
Mme Rutgers, though both unable longer to h k e  
an actn e part To  our Amencan friends ~t may be 
~nterest~nq to note that Madame Emma Goldman, 
of San Franc~sco, was present, and told the meet- 
Ing that "anyone gmng  ~nformatlon on t h ~ s  matter 
In the U S A ,  was hable to ~mprtsonment for 
five years " 

The SECOND I N T E R N A T I O N A L  CON- 
F E R E N C E  took place a t  L ~ e g e  .en September, 
1905 contened by D r  Mascaux, Pres~dent of The 
Belp~an League There was a much larcer gather- 
lnrz t h ~ s  tme,  France Belqmm and Holland bemg 
well renresented whde D r  C R Drysdale, D r  
Al~ce  V~ckery, D r  C V , and Mrs Bess~e DNS- 
d d e  and Mr  A P Busch represented England 
A large number of letters from earnest workers 
In manv parts regrettmg unavo~dable absence were 
read The Presdents of the German and Span~sh 
L e ~ p e s  could not attend, Mrne Nelly Roussel, 
Mme Rutqers and Mme Kramers were also 
spec~ally m~ssed 

31 Robm informed the gathering that Moses 
Harmm, a t  t h ~ s  ttme the Neo-hlalthus~nn repre- 
sentatne of the U S A (Ch~c.rgo) "had lltely 
been ~~npr~soned  for sendmg a well-wr~tten pamph- 
let through the post office of the U S A " 

Ind~gnat~on  was expressed a t  the lnfamous con- 
duct of the postal author~t~es  In the States for dar- 
ing to v~olate the I~berty of the press by such d~s -  
graceful conduct, wh~ch was qulte as bad as the 
Russ~an censorsh~p In Europe, and the deepest 
sympathy was expressed for M r  Harman and 111s 
farndy, and ~t was suggested that subscr~pt~ons for 
h ~ m  should be sent to Ch~cago and protests ngrrmmt 
the goternment of the Un~ ted  States for a c t~ng  In 
such a h~gh-handed manner The Malthustan, that 
splend~d ploneer mll not be w ~ t h  you m the great 
Slxth Internat~onal Congress 

At t h ~ s  second conference wh~ch commenced on 
Sunday, the great Contmental holiday, an evenmng 
publlc mectmg was held m the b ~ g  hall where the 
Conference took place, and the hall was "well filled 
by a most well conducted aud~ence of the c~ t~zens  
of L ~ e g e  " The quest~on of language was a d~fficult 
one, but where the speakers were French or Flem- 
~ s h  they were, of course, perfectly understood An 
amuslng l~t t le  scene a t  the end of the meetmg some- 
what startled us The Chairman, a Deputy of 
Llege-who announced a t  the commencement that 
he was a "d~sc~ple of Marx, and m favor of a r a p ~ d  
Increase of the people, In order to put a stop to  the 
unfa~r  d ~ v ~ s ~ o n  of property now ex~stmng by means 
of a soc~al revolut~on," but expla~ned that he was 
anxlous to  hear what the Neo-Malthusians had to 
brlnq forward" was so enraged a t  the speeches that 
a t  the end he rose and "washed hls hands" of such 
"I~berta~res " A tremendous uproar followed, 
whlch was somewhat alarmng to us as strangers, 
t11l one discovered that ~t was almost umversally 
d~rected aga~nst  the Chairman's vlews! Thls 
Deputy had asked to be allowed to take the cham 
Thls Conference was wonderfully stunulatmg to 
the vnrlous ploneers A n  exchange of mews as to  
methods of propaganda, the readmg of papers and 
a ~ I S C U S S I O ~  on pract~cal methods took up  the whole 
of the Sunday and Monday, and on part~ng, after 
a fr~endly d~nner  gathermg everyone returned to 
h ~ s  country the better for thms ~nterchange-humble 
though the whole Conference was 

The T H I R D  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  CONFER-  
E N C E  was held a t  the Hague Holland, In July, 
1910, under the Pres~dency of D r  Alice Drysdale 
Vlckery ( D r  C R Drysdale havmg d ~ e d  m 1907) 



The Hon President was D r  Juris Van Honten, 
a former minister of the Netherlands, and one of 
the greatest filends of the motement in Holland, 
privately and publicly Mme Rutgers described 
him as the spiritual father of the Neo-Malthus~an 
League in Holland, and the most sklllful defender 
of their cause The organizat~on and direct~on of 
thls Conference were In the hands of D r  and lllme 
Rutgers, who carried it through brilliantly 

There were many representatwes from Great 
Britain, Holland, France, Belgium, Sweden, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Hungary and Span,  whlle 
repolts were sent from Portugal and Italv 
Specially interestlng members were Dr C W 
Saleeby (not present), D r  Aletta Jacobs, the 
ploneer woman doctor of the movement In Hol- 
land, Dr Helene Stocker and F rau  Strltt, repre- 
sent~ng large women's movements in Germany, 
Professor Knut Wlcksell, the eminent Swed~sh 
economist, and Professor August Forel, from 
Switzerlnnd, the famous psychologist A t  this Con- 
ference D C V Drysdale showed a large numbel 
of h ~ s  charts, whlch indicated very clearly the co- 
relation between birth rates and death rates Smce 
h ~ s  father's death, my husband and I had become 
jomt honorary secretaries and ed~tors of The 
Malthustan, and so he had qven  a great deal more 
tune to the proofs of the Malthusian doctrme 

Much earnest work was got through at  t h ~ s  
Conference The follomng gnes  an Idea of the 
scope of one afternoon's lectures-a public meet- 
mg  Professor Fore1 lectured on "Eugenics, Ra- 
tlonal Procreation or Humane Selection", Dr 
Helene Stocker on "The Expenences of the Mut- 
terschutz Soclety among poor mothers", M G 
Hardy upon h ~ s  latest work on "The relatlon of 
population to  subsistence", Prof Knut Wlcksell 
(Lund Univers~ty) on "The Optimum of Popula- 
tlon", D r  C V Drysdale on "The Progress and 
Results of the Neo-Malthusian Movement", F r a u  
Mane Strltt (Dresden) "The Relation of Neo- 
Malthuslan~sm to the Emanc~pation of Women", 
Frau  Furth rectified some of the crlticisrns of Karl 
Kautsky and Mrs Bessle Drysdale spoke on 
"Some Ideals Concermng Marriage as Influenced 
by Neo-Malthusiamsm " 

The proceedmgs concruded wlth a few remarks 
from the Hon President, D r  S Van Honten, 
who thanked those present for attending, and 
stated that "in his long mm~sterlal career he had 
attended a great number of Conferences, hut nevei 
one in whlch the proceedlngs were of such a uni- 
formly high character " D r  E B Foote, of New 

of the movement and contributed generously to its 
expenses 

The great success of the Thrrd Internat~onal 
Conference led to a most cord~al invitat~on from 
the Administration of the International Hvgiene 
Euhibitlon, to be held in Dresden In September, 
1911, to hold an International Neo-Rlalthus~nn 
Conference m connection with it Thls invltat~on 
was largely due to the efforts of D r  Stocker 
(Berlln) and Frau Mane Strltt (Dresden), who 
had attended the Conference a t  the Hague Thls 
briUlant Hjglene Conference was the outcome of 
great efforts by the King of Saxony, the Chancellor 
and other leading men of Germany Every faclllty 
and courtesy was gir en us, and free accommodnt~on 
provlded for our meetlng All our former friends 
and many new ones sent promses of support 

The F O U R T H  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  CON- 
FERFJNCE occupied four days and was repre- 
sented by thwteen countries, D r  Wllliam Roblnson 
representing the United States and D r  T Bel- 
field, U S A ,  also attended this Conference and 
gave a paper on "How the Reproduction of 
Criminals and Degenerates May be Prevented " 
One afternoon was given to Women's questlons 
when D r  Stocker, Frau Rosika Schwimmer (the 
noted lecturer on women's questlons), Frau Stritt 
and Mrs Bessle Drysdale gave papers The In- 
terest shown in this Conference was evidenced In 
the press reports A plle of cuttings more than 
an inch thick came from German, Austr~an and 
Hungarian papers, and articles and notlces of our 
invltatlon to the Conference came m from places 
as far apart as Holland, Indm and Australia 
The Congress closed with the followmg resolution 

"The Fourth International Neo-Malthus~an 
Conference in Dresden desires to call the at- 
tentlon of all governments to the evil results 
arising from the great pressure of population 
In all civilized countries as regards Poverty, 
Unemployment, Over-crowding and Race 
Deterioration, and hopes they will give the 
most earnest attention to  this matter wlth a 
new to reducing the birth rate, especially 
among the poorer and less capable classes " 

All this took place nearly fourteen years ago 
and we have not yet arrlved a t  such a consumma- 
tlon by any government in the world * May the 
S I X T H  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  in the powerful 
and cultured United States of America, brlng that 
consummation markedly nearer 

The story of the largest of the International Conferences-the 
Flfth a h ~ c h  n?s held In London In July, 1922, 1s to be found in the 
files of the B ~ T I I  Coxraor. REVIEW and m the volume of Proceedanyr 

York; was a t  thls time one of the warm supporters papers 
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The Workers Birth Control Group in England 
Report of zts foundmg and work and the attitude of the Englzsh Labour Par ty  towards Birth Control* 

By DORA RUSSELL, 
Hon Secretary Workera' Barth Control Group 

P A R T  I 
T H E  Workers' Birth Control Group was 

founded as the result of two events early in 
1924, first, a deputation to the Min~ster of Health, 
and second, a resolut~on passed a t  the Labour 
Women's Conference a t  the Holborn E m p ~ r e  

Requests and resolut~ons askmg that birth con- 
trol information should be gwen by publ~c authon- 
ties had reached the BTinistry of Health from time 
to time, but it was on May gth, 1924, that the first 
deputation on the subject approached the Min~stry 
A small group of young women, all mothers, and 
all members of the Labour Par ty  or Independent 
Labour Party, had on the eve of the 1923 election 
set up an mformal comm~ttee to put forward birth 
control propaganda in the Labour ranks The 
formation of the Labour Government gave them 
the opportun~ty to organize an immediate deputa- 
t ~ o n  to Mr  Wheatley This deputation was headed 
by Mr  H G Wells, Mr  F A Broad, M P ,  D r  
Frances Huxley, and the following were also pres- 
ent D r  Muriel Radford, D r  Raymond Streat- 
field, D r  J B Howell, Miss Dorothy Jewson, Mr  
H V Roe, representing the Constructwe Birth 
Control Society, S~ster  Roberts, representmg the 
Marie Stopes' Clmic, The Hon  Mrs Graham 
Murray and Mrs Fuller, representmg the Wal- 
worth Clinic, Miss Stella Browne, representmg the 
New Generat~on League, Alderman Edward C 
Reed, Mrs Ganley, J P , Ballerbee Maternity 
Committee, M r  Lewis, Mrs Lems, Croyon Ma- 
ternity Committee, Mrs Jenny Baker, Mrs Dun- 
can, and a number of Labour M P 's and delegates 
of Labour Women's Sections M r  H G Wells 
represented to the M ~ n ~ s t e r  that to refuse to give 
scientific ~nformatlon about birth control a t  the 
Welfare Centres to the poorer mothers was, In 
effect, to make a class distinction, since the advice 
was readily obta~nable In England by the woman 
w ~ t h  money who could afford to pay a good doctor 
for it It was pointed out that referring hard cases 
to the hospitals would not solve the problem, be- 
cause the hosp~tals, as voluntary ~nstitutlons, could 
not be compelled to glve mformat~on and advice 
and did in fact almost mvariably refuse it Further, 
the overwork and congest~on of the out-patient de- 
partments in hosp~tals was already terrible As a 

'Report to the Slxth International Neo-Malthusian and Birth 
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minimum demand the deputation pleaded that doc- 
tors should be free to glve such advice when in their 
opmon it was medically advisable 

M r  Wheatley replied on famillar lmes, explam- 
Ing that this was a controvers~al subject and that 
therefore clinics on wh~ch publlc money was eu- 
pended could not give the information, as certain 
sections of the community m~gh t  raise objections 
This IS the stock argument In use in this country 
and those who advance it seem to forget that 
Quakers pay income tax wh~ch is spent on arma- 
ments, and Chr~stian Scientists are taxed equally 
wlth other cltizens to provlde the state medical ser- 
vice 

The deputat~on was much disappointed, not only 
by Mr  Wheatley's reply, which they expected, but 
by his unsympathetic att~tude Many of them be- 
came convinced that a right understanding of the 
cla~ms and rights of mothers would never he 
reached until a fermnist agitation on their behalf 
was conducted 

The (at  that t ~ m e )  mformal committee of women 
then turned their attention to testing oplnion 
among Labour women a t  t he~ r  forthcoming Con- 
ference Circulars were sent to all Women's Sec- 
tions of the Labour Party of which the addresses 
could be obtamed, the lack of sympathy at  head- 
quarters having led to the refusal of an official list 
As  a result of these circulars and the publicity ac- 
corded to the deputat~on, no less than fourteen reso- 
lut~ons on the subject (the largest number on any 
one topic) came in from sections all over the coun- 
try The Stand~ng Joint Comnuttee of Women's 
Organizations (representing the vlew of the Par ty  
Executive) had, as a result of a determined attempt 
to pass b~ r th  control resolutions a t  the previous 
Conference, tabled a resolution of their own recom- 
mending an enquiry I n  arranging the final Agen- 
da, an attempt was made to rule out of order the 
resolutions demandmg birth control informat~on In 
favor of the one resolution asking for an enqulry 
This was defeated by watchful and energetic tactics 
on the part of delegates on the floor of the house, 
and in the end a special time was given for the 
matern~ty resolutions coupled with b~ r th  control 
The officers of the party defended their attltude 
on the grounds, first that a resolution demanding 
action by the Minister of Health implied a vote of 
censure on Mr  Wheatley, a Mimster of our own 



party, and second, that we should spllt the Confer- 
ence from top to bottom on such a controversial 
questlon 

Behevmg they had a majorlty backmng, however, 
the blrth control advocates went forward, agreed to 
pass the enqulry resolutlon, smce they d ~ d  not fear 
an enqulry, but lnslsted that a demand for the glv- 
mg of such lnformatlon as now exlsts, should be put 
to the Conference The followmg resolutlon, pro- 
posed by Mrs Jenny Baker of Fmchley, and 
seconded by Mrs Dora Russell of Chelsea, was put 
to the Conference and debated amld an atmosphere 
of great excitement on the part of platform, dele- 
gates and press "That thls Conference, whde m 
no way crlt~clzlng the vlews of those who, for sclen- 
tlfic or moral reasons, are opposed to the practlce 
of Blrth Control, expresses ~ t s  oplnlon that the 
Mlnlstry of Health should permlt health authorltles 
to provlde, for those who deslre ~ t ,  mformatlon on 
the subject of Birth Control, and that In cases 
where local health authorlt~es deslre to glve such m- 
formatlon, the Mln~stry of Healt!l should not, on 
that account, wlthhold the usual grants " 

Only one vo~ce and that a plucky one, from the 
mother of elexen children, was ralsed agalnst thls 
resolutlon among over a thousand delegates and ~t 
was carrled by a show of about one thousand hands 
to elght The press gave a good deal of publlc~ty 
about the "Menace of Mothrehood," but the pub- 
llclty asslsted the movement rather than otherwise 
And certainly the resolutlon dld not spht the 
Labour movement On the contrary ~t unlted the 
feelmg of the women On no other subject was so 

much eagerness displayed On the last day of the 
Conference a meeting of about a hundred and fifty 
to two hundred delegates was held and the Work- 
ers' Blrth Control Group formally and officially 
formed It was reallzed that to obtaln effective 
actlon would mean a great deal of propaganda and 
organlzatlon, as ~t was necessary to  tackle the blg 
Conferences of the Labour Party, the Independent 
Labour Par ty  and the London Labour Party The 
Group was formed definitely as a polltlcal organ- 
lzatlon seekmg pol~tlcal actlon through ~ t s  party 
and the Trade Unlons and Co-operatwe Gullds 
Though the Mln~ster of Health had full power to 
do what the deputation asked and d ~ d  not need 
parliamentary sanctlon or leg~slation, ~t was obvious 
that wlthout pressure from Parllament and public 
oplnlon no actlon would be taken The Group d ~ d  
not wlsh to work In antagon~sm to exlstlng birth 
control organlzat~ons but dlst~ngulshed Itself from 
them In ~ t s  pol~t~cal  a m ,  ~ t s  emphasis on propa- 
ganda to obtam public actlon, rather than on the 
attempt to establish separate cllnlcs and gwe In- 
formation In that manner and through pamphlets 

A committee of t ~ e l v e  people In the London 
area was elected, MISS Dorothy Jewson, then In the 
House of Commons, became President, and M r  
Adamson, M r  F A Broad, Malor Church, M r  
H G Romer~l, M r  E Thurtle, M r  S P Vlant, 
all of whom were then Labour Members of the 
House of Commons, became Vlce-Presidents 

(Par t  I1 of Mrs Russell's report wdl appear m 
the May REVIEW ) 

The Stork and the Wolf 

The stork 1s a t  my chimney 
And the wolf is a t  my door, 
Hush, my walling one' 
My hungry brood is huddled 
In  a corner of the floor, 
God's will, and man's, be done 1 

November winds are shivering 
Against the window pane 
And the gray wolf is howhng 
In the black n ~ g h t  rain, 
And h ~ s  red eyes are gleaming 
And his red jaws drip 
And a snarl curls back 
His fang-hned hp ,  
And the rain is d n n n g  
T o  a sleet hhe snow, 
The stork is a t  my chimney 
And the stork bnngs woe 

I can gwe no bread 
T o  the brood about me pressed, 
I can give no milk 
T o  the yearling a t  my breast 
But sleep will banish hunger, 
Little cold ones on the floor, 
So sleep while the wolf 
Is  howling a t  the door, 
Sleep forgets the cold, 
Little hungry ones of mme, 
So sleep while the stork 
Adds another to your mne 

The stork 1s a t  my chimney 
And thc wolf IS a t  my door, 
Hush, my w a h g  one 1 

My hungry brood 1s huddled 
In a corner of the floor, 
God's mu, and mads, be done! 
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"TALES OF MEAN STREETS" 
Poverty, Drudgery, Sufenng, Fear and Death zs the Lot of the Mothers and Chtldren 

Who Lzve on These Streets 

On the better streets of a crty small famdres, lrenlthy mothers, well cared-for chddren, t o  whom u 
promascd a good s t a r t  rn hfe On the poor streets crowded tenements, famtltes short of everythrng es- 
cept therr own numbers, mothers mthout  health, wtthout leasure, mthout  aocral life, old bcfore thear 
trme These mothers see nothzng ahead of them but more chrldren, whose barest needs they can hardly 

aupply There rs no promase of a s ta r t  an lafe f o r  these ckrldren On tlrc better streets, whatever the law 
n a y  say, the prosperous know how to lrmrt therr famdies On19 the helpless poor a rc  forced t o  obey a 
law whtch means thew own destructron and, In the long run, the destructson of the s t a t e  

"Sod Knows I Can Hardly Keep Them" 
Florlda 

I have a copy of your magazlne and feel t ha t  you can 
help me My poor mother havmg ten l m n g  ch~ldrcn and 
five dead could hardly kecp them all So  I marrwd when 
I was fifteen, have been marrled only four ycars and have 
three chrldrcn already I was marrwd in July, 1920, 
and ln Aprll, 1921, my first chdd was born, just  crght 
days before my blrthday nhen I would be only slxteen 
Then In December, 1922, my second one came and March, 
1924, my t h ~ r d  Now I don't want any more God 
knows I don't I thrnk I could ralse thcse t o  be good 
Chr~s t lan  women ~f I d~dn ' t  have any more I get  weaker 
every t m e  Before I was marrled I was always called 
so hcalthy but  now I am just  a nenous  wreck W e  do 
not own a roof over our hcads and t o  my notlon we ncvcr 
wdl ~f we keep havmg chddrcn thls close always W e  
are able only t o  have help three weeks after  one 1s born, 
and one tune we couldn't get  any a t  all My husband 
&d what llttlc cookmg there was t o  be donc H e  IS only 
get tmg $2 50 a day and t ha t  1s all we have I am not 
able t o  take In washmgs o r  an j th lng  t o  mahe a l ~ t t l e  
more Only help me and tcll me what I can do  for  you 
Oh, I would be so thankfuL 

"We can't give those we have proper care" 
Nebraska 

I was left motherless a t  the age of twelve, the oldcst 
of SIX I am the mother of three, the oldest w ~ l l  be four 
m August W e  can't glve the three we got  the proper 
care thcy should have When the last chrld was born In 
February, ~t was a month and half bcfore I put  my feet 
on the floor T h e  doctor told me the next t~mc ,  I would 
need an  undcrtaker not a doctor Not wantmg to  leave 
my three bablcs motherless, I am wrltlng t o  you, rf you 
have helped others ~t would be a Godsend rf you would 
help me 

"At the Age of 26,1 look 40" 
Pennsvlvan~a. 

After  seven years of marrled hfe, I have had SIX chd- 
dren A t  the age of 26, I look 40, jus t  through ignorance 

of B ~ r t h  Control B a n g  poor, I have no way of cnjoymg 
myself It's the wash-tub one day ,  the scwlng mach~ne 
the next You can plcture two young people and the 
ch~ldrcn we have 

Not Able to Care for So Many 
West Vlrgln~a 

Please tcll me how t o  keep from havlng so many ch11- 
drcn and so close together for  I am a poor wotnan and  
not able t o  care for  so many I am of a famrly of eleven 
chlldrcn and I know how hard tlmcs was for us I have 
one baby now and the thought of havmg another so soon 
agaln nearly sets me crazy My mother before mc was 
mar r~ed  young just  lAe myself and a t  37 ycars old she 
gave bwth t o  a baby boy and dred w ~ t h  chlld-bed fever 
Oh, I don't have the strength t o  care for so many and I 
want you t o  wrlte and tcll me how t o  kecp from rt, and a 
safe way, so I won't have more than I am able t o  care 
for  

The Mother of Eight 
Oklahoma 

I am the mother of elght chddren and In the famlly 
way agam We are  poor pcople and my husband works 
hard My oldest chlld 1s fourteen years old, the youngest 
two ycars and there w~ l l  be another In four months I 
have more chlldren than I can care for  I have a copy of 
"Woman and the New Race," and you are just  rlght- 
if pcople can't take care of them ch~ldrcn, thcy hadn't 
ought t o  brmg them mto  the world I don't get  stralght 
af ter  one chdd before I have t o  have another I am t h r t y  
years old 
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A Poor Family 
New Hampshrre 

I'm from an awful poor fam~ly where my mothcr had 
s~xtccn ch~ldrcn and I'm thc oldest and I'm 24 years old 
If you only knew what I suffcred and a11 my s~sters and 
brothcrs and mother also, because she had a ncw baby 
almost every year of her marr~cd hfe She had such 
hard tunes w~th  every baby She &dn't want all thcm 
bab~es but she dtdn't know how to prevent ~t If you 
only knew how we had to sleep In bed-SIX of us In one 
bed because father couldn't afford to buy anothcr bed 
It would take hours and hours to tell you what we all 
went through Now, Mrs Sanger, I want t o  tcll you 
that I marned and now I've got a baby boy four months 
old and I'm one of them unlucky womcn just l ~ k e  my 
mother I'm nervous and rundown from my first baby 
and I'm expectmg the second one In a few more months 
I wanted another baby but not as soon as t h ~ s  But ~t 
happens that way, so let ~t be I'll t ry  to be brave and 
brmg the baby to t h ~ s  world But plcase advtse me and 
tell me what to use or what t o  do so I won't have any 
more after t h ~ s  sccond baby comes I don't want to 
brmg bab~es by the dozen ~ n t o  t h ~ s  world and make thcm 
suffcr hke I suffered when there was 16 of us 1x1 one fam- 
11y I rather brmg two babm to t h ~ s  world and glve 
thcm health, good educat~on and good home and good 
feed and cverythmg that a baby should have My hus- 
band makes only $23 00 a wcek and ~t would be awful 
bard to support a blg famdy H e  don't work steady, 
only half of the tune now because there's no work Oh, 
please don't refuse me 

"I Have Seen My Mother S o  In Rags" 
Kansas 

We have been t o  all the doctors around here and they 
tell us there 1s no sure prevent~ve The one that I've 
doctored mth all my hfe tells me that there IS only nlne 
days that there IS any danger but that don't apply t o  
me We would want ch~ldren ~f we were financ~ally able 
but my husband went bankrupt about a year ago and 
we can't take care of a chdd yet If you can't help me 
out perhaps you can tell me where I can obtam a ~ d  I 
am one of eleven ch~ldren and the struggle for ex~stence 
has almost been more than we could stand a t  tunes I've 
seen my mother go m rags In order that we chddren could 
have an educat~on and enough t o  eat I've seen her In 
the very depths of despa~r  over our cond~t~on  I don't 
want my ch~ldren t o  see me s d e r  as  she &d So please 
do what you can for me 

"We Can Hardly Make a Living" 
Oh10 

I sure was well pleased w ~ t h  'Woman and the New 
Race " Is  there any safe way m wh~ch a woman can keep 
from ralsrng chddren? When I was but seventeen I mar- 
ned a man e~ghteen and In ten months I gave birth t o  a 

five-pound baby g~rl  and m twelve months and ten days 
another five-pound baby g ~ r l  was born and In twelve 
months and fourteen days a b ~ g  rime-pound baby boy was 
born Now he 1s only fifteen months old and I am to b e  
come a mother agam any t m e  now So ~f any one needs 
adv~ce I thmk ~t 1s me for no one knows what I have to 
suffcr I am trymg to do my part, for my husband IS a 
hard workmg man and l ~ v ~ n g  IS so h ~ g h  we can hardly 
make a h v ~ n g  Other women around I know of have taken 
drugs and polson dope to get r ~ d  of the babtes m the womb 
but I don't want to do that So ~f there 1s any safe way 
of prcvent~on please tell me 

"There Is Always Fear" 
Ind~ana  

I am th~rty-mght years old, have a fam~ly of SIX h v ~ n g  
chddren, also lost two In mfancy Our baby now 1s just 
past two years Our l~vcs and home IS happy, husband 
does everyth~ng to avo~d more famdy But there IS always 
fear and noth~ng sure except what IS lnjurlous to h ~ m  
I am not one that would &e before I would have more 
bab~es, but we are not able to ralse any more fam~ly I 
have to work hard every day t o  keep the fam~ly gomg 
Husband has not been able t o  work now for c~ghtcen 
months He  has back trouble, has doctored all tins tune 
for ~t but gcts no better He  does a l~ t t l c  about the house 
and takes care of the baby He can be on h ~ s  feet only a 
short t ~ m e  and doctor don't q v e  hlm much encouragement 
of bang any better 

A Crtpple's Story 
Montana 

I have five ch~ldren, a q r l  and four boys, my oldest 
seven years and baby ten months Our fam~ly IS so large 
and my husband gets such small pay we can hardly 11vc 
We could not send our l~ t t l e  boy to school because we 
could not buy shoes for h ~ m  I nm a cr~pple, was almost 
burned t o  death when a chrld, wh~ch makes carlng for the 
httle tots and house work hard for me I had to get up 
when baby was e ~ g h t  days old because we could not pay 
for help and I haven't been well smce Could you tell me 
some way to prevent hnv~ng more? I wdl do everytlung 
I can t o  help your good work along 

"Not a Healthy Child in the Bunch" 
Oh10 

I am a poor fanner's mfe aged 37, and have had e ~ g h t  
ch~ldren I am In poor health most of the tme, but when 
pregnant much worse I can't hardly cook what IS abso- 
lutely necessary for husband and ch~ldrcn to eat. In fact 
I can't hardly get my work done a t  all Some of my ch~l- 
dren 1s gc t t~ng  good me, but the older ones are boys, and 
they all take lots of mother's care 

I am consumpt~ve and so much worse a t  them t~mes, 
lt 1s awful how I cough and s p ~ t  I also have vancose 
vems and can't be on my feet the last few months a t  alL 
I haven't got a stout healthy chdd m the bunch Do you 
wonder a t  me wntmng to you? 
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Birth Control Before Two Legislatures 
Connecticut 

By ANNIE G PORRITT 

M A R G A R E T  SANGER,  D r  James F 
Cooper and Rev Thomas H Garth were 

the ch~ef advocates to appear before the Jomt Judl- 
clary Comm~ttee of the Connecticut Leg~slature 
on March 12th, to present the case for Birth Con- 
trol It was a httle over two years smce a sundar 
hearing was gwen to a B ~ r t h  Control bdl, and the 
progress made In the meantlme was clearly per- 
ceptible m the increased respect and attent~on glven 
by the Representatnes and Senators on the Com- 
mittee, and by the ev~dent sympathy of the large 
aud~ence that crowded the old senate chamber, 
where the hear~ng was held 

The law in Conect~cut IS unlque In that ~t pro- 
h ~ b ~ t s  the use of contraceptwes, but does not pro- 
h ~ b ~ t  them sale or the glving of mformat~on The 
amendment mtroduced by the Connecticut Branch 
of the American B ~ r t h  Control League was there- 
fore a~med to make the use legal, when such use IS 

on the prescr~ption of a duly l~censed physician 
The effect of the law has been that while doctors 
have adv~sed then pr~vate pat~ents, all mformation 
has been refused to poor women who have to resort 
to hosp~tals and d~spensar~es for treatment The 
amendment would put the respons~b~l~ty definitely 
on the med~cal profess~on, and would be a challenge 
to  the doctors to undertake t h ~ s  most ~mportant 
form of preventwe medical work 

Mrs Thomas N Hepburn, w ~ f e  of a leading 
surgeon of Hartford, and member of the Board of 
D~rectors of the Amencan B ~ r t h  Control League, 
conducted the hearmg for the ad\ ocates of the bill 
I n  a short speech she outlined the case to be pre- 
sented, and the support it had secured from physl- 
clans In the State She then asked Mrs George H 
Day, President of the Connecticut Branch to hand 
to the committee the letters of endorsement that 
had been rece~ved Mrs Day also gave to each of 
the thlrteen members a copy of the March Issue of 
the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW It was interesting to 
see the Interest shown by the men In this Pubhc 
Health number The Senate Cha~rman gave it 
close study and asked numerous questions of the 
speakers based on the art~cles in the REVIEW Most 
of the members had also brought w ~ t h  them coples 
of "Great Thought on Blrth Control," the pamph- 
let recently ~ssued by the League, which had been 
maded to them a day or two previously These they 
used as handbooks during the hearmg 

The first speaker was a Hartford physician, D r  
H F Stoll, who showed the absurd posltion of the 
Connecticut doctors They can perform an abor- 
t~on,  when, after consultation, t h ~ s  is deemed neces- 
sary, but ~f they adv~se prevent~on of conception, 
they are mc~ting then pat~ents to commit a crime 
D r  Stoll stood for the increasing number of physl- 
clans who des~re to make abortion unnecessary 

A most respectful and attentwe hearmg was then 
gwen to Mrs Sanger, who in her masterly way laid 
the case for B ~ r t h  Control before the comm~ttee 
She was frequently mterrupted by quest~ons, but 
for the most part these seemed to be d~ctated by a 
real des~re to know the facts and to understand the 
purpose of the advocates of B ~ r t h  Control She 
spoke for about twenty mmutes, and wheneler she 
made an especially tellmg pomt, she was inter- 
rupted by the applause of the aud~ence 

D r  James F Cooper followed Mrs Sanger and 
made the argument from a medical point of view 
His thorough grasp of the quest~on and h ~ s  mtmate 
knowledge of the practical problems of B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol evidently impressed the comm~ttee, and he also 
was called upon to answer numerous questions 
After he had concluded, the case for the morahty 
of B ~ r t h  Control was presented by Rev Thomas 
H Garth D r  Garth enl~vened proceedings to 
start w ~ t h  by telling two or three very apt stories, 
but quickly showed that he cons~dered Birth Con- 
trol a matter of very serlous importance, and of 
hlgh value from a moral and rehg~ous pomt of 
vlew 

The only person to appear agamst the b11l was 
Mrs F~sher,  the Pres~dent of the Connect~cut 
Counc~l of Cathol~c Women H e r  short and m- 
effectwe speech began most mappropriately by the 
assertion that the advocates of the b ~ l l  had neglected 
ent~rely the moral and etblcal sides of the questlon 
She ~gnored altogether the fact that D r  Garth had 
just treated t h ~ s  aspect of B r t h  Control After 
she had fin~shed, as no one else desired to speak 
agamst the bill, the remainder of the time was given 
to Mrs Sanger, x ho had the easv task of rebuttmg 
Mrs F~sher's arguments She had also to answer 
a large number more quest~ons put by members of 
the Comm~ttee-all of wh~ch she accomphshed w ~ t h  
the ease and appropr~ateness wh~ch always charac- 
ter~ze her methods of meetmg opposit~on or heck- 
llng 



After the hearmg, the comzmttee asked those m 
favor of the measure to rlse Almost the whole 
audlence stood up  A scattering few walted for the 
request that those m opposltlon should show them 
stand The poor showmg of the opposit~on brought 
out a laugh from some member of the audlence 
"There's nothmg to laugh at," sald one of the op- 
ponents pettishly, a response whlch brought out not 

one slngle laugh as before, but a general chorus 
I f  the Committee report were based m any degree 
on the strength shown by advocates and opponents, 
respectively, a t  the heanng, there IS little doubt 
that it would be favorable The vote on the measure 
wdl probably not be taken m tlme for publication 
in the Aprll REVIEW, but wdl be announced In the 
May Issue 

New Jersey 

A B I R T H  CONTROL blll was Introduced In 
the House of Assembly of the New Jersey 

Legislature on January 27th, 1925, by Assembly- 
man E Frank Pine, of Canlden County, a t  the re- 
quest of the Camden Blrth Control League The 
blll was referred to the Comm~ttee on Miscellaneous 
Busmess, of whlch Assemblyman John B Stratton, 
of Gloucester County, 1s Chairman H e  first re- 
fused to grant a pubhc hearlng on the ground that 
the blll was not of sufficient ~mportance, but late1 
changed his mmd and announced a hearmg for 
Monday afternoon, February 23rd, in the As- 
sembly Chamber 

The custom of the New Jersey Legslature 1s 
to hear the oppositlon first The only oppos~t~on 
to appear was from the Roman Cathollc Church 
They had two mam speakers, M r  Joseph F S 
Fltzpatnck, Chalrman of the Legpslat~ve Com- 
m~ttee of the Newark D~ocesan Federation of the 
Holy Name Society, and MISS Mary G Hawks, 
Pres~dent of the Dlocesan Councll of New Jersey 
of the Natlonal Council of Cathollc Women They 
were alded by Mrs Helen Kellenberger, President 
of the German Cathohc Women's Soclety, and Mr  
Louls Selz, President of the German-Amerlcan 
Cathollc Society of New Jersey 

M r  Fltzpatrlck tried unsuccessfully to have the 
Chalrman of the Committee change the rules so 
that those supporting the b ~ l l  would speak first, 
gv ing  his slde find word It was the usual argu- 
ment from such sources Birth Control 1s contrary 
to the Dlvlne Law and the Natural Law,  ~t 1s Im- 
moral, wlll destroy marrlage and the home and lead 
to  "free love", that ~t 1s a legahmtlon of sex glut- 
tony ,that we need "self-control" and not Blrth 
Control, and so on ad nauseam and ad lnfinltum 

The speakers for the blll were under mv chaw 
mansh~p as Secretary of the Camden League Mrs 
Sanger was the first speaker She called attention 
to  the beneficial results of Blrth Control on the 
health of the mother and the child, and to the fact 
that those who need the lnformatlon the most are 
those whom the law deprlves of ~t Dr James F 

Cooper, Med~cal Dlrector of the Amerlcan Blrth 
Control League, spoke from the standpo~nt of the 
physlclan, saylng that Birth Control wlll place m 
the hands of the doctor another means of allex latlng 
human suffering The Rev Wllllam H Garth, 
D D , dwelt upon the beneficlal moral effects Dl 
Hannah M Stone, physman in charge of the 
Cl~nlcal Research Department of the Amerlcan 
Blrth Control League, m the best speech a t  the 
heanng, told about the work of the chnlc, driving 
home her polnts wlth citations of actual cases, and 
ended with an eloquent plea for the passage of the 
law as something necessary for the welfare of the 
race A t  least one member of the Assemblv was 
converted by her address, and many were glven a 
new ldea of what Birth Control really means 

Each slde had twenty mlnutes to present ~ t s  
argument and then five mmutes for rebuttal M r  
Fitzpatnck appeared to have a d~fficult tlme durmg 
this five mmutes, belng forced to read copiously 
from the wrltings of varlous Roman Cathollc 
priests agalnst B ~ r t h  Control, as he had to do dur- 
mg h ~ s  or~glnal speech Even a t  this he could take 
up  only three rmnutes of hls t~me,  and was forced 
to call upon Miss Hawkes to help hlm out 

The first part of the rebuttal for the advocates 
of the blll was taken up m presentmg people who 
were present supporting the measure Among 
these were Mrs Mabel C North, former Assembly- 
woman from Essex County, Mrs Wllllam Klaber 
and other promment club women from Montcla~r, 
and the Executwe of the Mlllburn Township, 
Essex County, League of Women Voters headed 
by Mrs A S Ross There were also delegat~ons 
present from Newark, Princeton and other places 
throughout the state Endorsements were pre- 
sented from the Princeton Parents' Association, 
Professor Edwm Grant Conklm, of Princeton 
Unlverslty, and the Joint Health Leglslatwe Con- 
ference, comprlslng the New Jersey S a n i t a ~  As- 
soclatlon, the New Jersev Health Officers Asso- 
clatlon and the Essex County Health Officers 
Assoc~ation 

(Continued or, page 124) 



Book Reviews 
Bzrth Control Rtvzezc 

A Revtew by Lothrop Stoddard 
T H E  N E W  DECALOGUE O F  SCIENCE By Albert 

Edward Wlggam The  Bobbs-Mcrrdl Company, In- 
d~anapolls  

E VERY thmkmg man and woman must be aware. In 
a gcneral way, of the monlcntous changes whch 

sclcnce 1s cffcct~ng In our modern nolld Spcclfic plob- 
lcms and our general phtlosopl~y of lrfc are allhe mvolved. 
neccssltatlng nothmg less than a thorough rcexamlna- 
t ~ o n  of all quest~ons and n rcvaluatlon of all values 

The  d~fficulty for the average lajman, absorbed In hls 
profcss~on and ~mmersed In thc busy round of h ~ s  dally 
affa~rs,  1s t o  get a sound gcncral sulrey of what sclcncc 
1s dolng and how ~t 1s altcrrng our outlook on l ~ f e  and 
~ t s  problems Thrs M r  Wlggam has attempted In The 
New Deeulogw of Setenee Takmg  for h ~ s  theme the 
broad ficld of the blolog~cnl sclences best descrrbrd by the 
term "Eugcn~cs"-the sclcnce of race-betterment, M r  
W ~ g g a m  surveys clearly and brlllrantly the rc la t~on of 
t h ~ s  new blolog~cal knowledge t o  every phase of human 
hfc, from pol~tlcs  and soclal relations t o  educat~on, a r t ,  
morals, and rellg~on M r  W ~ g g a m  rightly emphas~zes 
the necess~ty of brlnglng sclentlfic hnowlcdge out of the 
laboratory t o  the people, so tha t  the average man and 
woman may truly understand what sclcntlfic progrcss 
means t o  thcm In thew dally l ne s  And M r  W ~ g g a m  
has prac t~ced  what he preaches, for from thls volume the 
reader wlll get  such a n  undcrstand~ng, so clcarly and so 
lnterestmgly has M r  W ~ g g a m  handled hls subject on 
every page 

Of speclal Interest t o  readers of thls Revlew w111 be 
M r  W~ggam's rcmarhs on B ~ r t h  Control Trenchantly 
and forcefully, M r  Wlggam ashs 

"Do you know tha t  Blrth Control IS the most momen- 
tous fact  In the hlstory of mankmd, t ha t  ~f wlsely used 
t o  lncrease the blrth-rate of the superiors ~t 1s the most 
effectwe ~nstrument for  race improvement w~thln  the 
power of man, but ~f wrongly uscd t o  decrease the su- 
perlors, whde the lnferlors contmue t o  breed wlth un&- 
m~nrshed v~gor ,  ~t wlll wreck the race tha t  t nc s  ~ t ?  

"Do YOU know tha t  ~f your polltlcal, educat~onal  and 
economlc c o n d ~ t ~ o n s  p e r m ~ t  ~ t ,  B ~ r t h  Control wlll cause 
the patnotlc, the prudent, the fatherly and motherly, 
those endowed by nature m t h  nch, unselfish mstlncts, 
t o  beget the m a j o r ~ t y  of the nat~on's children, causmg 
an  Increase of morals, ~ntelhgence, beauty, unselfishness 
and all tha t  make a sound foundatlon for a great  human 
breed, but tha t  so f a r  your soc~nl  and economlc forces 
have pushed these most preclous of all r a c ~ a l  s trams t o  
the b l o l o ~ c a l  wall? 

<'Do you know tha t  nothmg can poss~bly Improve the 
cond~tlon of the poor l ~ k e  decreas~ng thew numbers 
through an  extens~on among thcm of blr th-hm~tat~on?" 

T h e  paragraphs just  c ~ t e d  are  merely one aspcct of 
a volume whose w~de  sweep embraces all the major  prob- 
lems of modern l ~ f c  Whether thcv agree or  d~sagrcc a l t h  
the author a t  every pomt, no thlnhmg man or  woman 
can afford t o  ncglect The  New Decalogw of Scaenee In 
Iormulatmg 111s or  her outlook on l ~ f e  and ~ t s  problems 

I A  PRODUCTION ET L A  POPULATION, by D r  
Robert 1 nscnrlx Payot, l 'ar~s 

T H I S  b o d ,  wrlttcn In 1921, has never been translated 
nnd 1s f a r  less known outslde of France than are the 

panlc fcars of the French tha t  thew low b ~ r t h  rate  wrll 
mcan them cvttnctlon D r  Lascaux finds causes qulte 
dtffercnt from a low b ~ r t h  rate for the du~ndl lng  popula- 
tlon of France, and untd  these causes a re  rcmovcd he 
shows tha t  an  Increase In the bwth ra te  wlll mcan only 
a further dwmdlmg 

The  dcstruct~on of France he finds In the neglect of 
~ t s  lndustr~cs and finance %he natnhty rate  has already 
outrun product~on of necessar~es Many are  born, but of 
these a decrcas~ng number survlve t o  become a durable, 
adult population Only a populatton lncrcaslng af te r  
productlon 1s adequate t o  support the Increase, and kecp- 
m g  w~thln  such llmlts a s  wlll a l m y s  allow of savlngs for  
further  Increase of productlon, has a true lncrease In 
numbers 

I n  France today c a p ~ t a l  has decreased one-fourth, ow- 
m g  t o  the fact  tha t  the savmgs of wh~ch capltal ls made 
llave been uscd u p  In the support of famllles Wlth the 
decrease of c a p ~ t a l  the productlon of necessaries has 
lessened, the fare of famlltes has grown thln, more chil- 
dren have dwd, fewer grown to  be adult workers Of those 
who have grown the strength 1s depleted by pnvatlons 
Dw~ndhng strength and dwmdhng ~ n d u s t r ~ e s  mean unless 
they a r e  arrested, a progressively dwlndllng populatlos 

T h e  remedy D r  Lascaux finds In reorganmng and 
bulldlng u p  French lndustry and capltal Wlthout snv- 
lngs thls 1s ~mposslble and he would glve encouragement 
t o  savlng by dolng away wlth all government o r  prlvate 
measures, such a s  bonuses and speclal honors o r  pnvdeges, 
whlch a m  t o  Increase the b ~ r t h  rate  Flgures for  1923 
show the difference between a natlon whose Industry 1s 
prepared t o  sustam new lwes and one tha t  1s not I n  t ha t  
year  England had less Infants born than France, bu t  III 

England the surnval  rate  was three t ~ m e s  tha t  of France 
It has not, D r  Lascaux malntalns, been mere selfishness 
and luxury t ha t  u p  t o  now has made the French t r y  t o  
keep thew famllws down It has been the deslre t o  prevent 
suffermg and death F o r  ~t 1s the lndlvldual famdv wh~ch  
feels the evldence of the law tha t  the greater the blrth 
ra te  the greater the mortalltg I n  France more ch~ldren 
d ~ e  In f a m ~ l ~ e s  where there are more than three, and where 
there a re  more than sm the death ra te  1s a s  h ~ g h  a s  fifty 
per  cent 



Of a system wh~ch bnngs hves Into a world unprepared 
fo r  thcm D r  Lascaux says "If man IS only great  whcn 
he suffers, ~f ~t IS t rue tha t  the horrrble spectacle of chrl- 
drcn dymg wrthout help b a n g  ablc to be brought thcm IS 

capable of ralsrng the moral hc~gh t  of human~ty,  do not 
hesrtatc t o  incrcase our ~ I I  th  rate  If not, looh the consc- 
qucnccs of our acts  rn the face If an  cnergetrc effort 
docs not r a w  the econonlrc poxcr of the country e v e ~ y  
clrrld whrch IS born In excess of the number deslrablc wrll 
&e Let  us take care not t o  pass laws before we have 
created the cond~tions wh~ch alone permit of thew apph- 
catron " 

T h ~ s  In brlef IS the t he s~s  of a n  elaborate study, worked 
out  wrth mathemat~cal  preclslon and supported by a 
wealth of facts  and s ta t~s t ics  from France and the rest 
of the world 

Brr l l~ant  and convlnclng a s  D r  Lascaux's ana lvs~s  1s 
a s  f a r  a s  ~t goes, r t  does not qurte "follow the argument 
whrthersoever ~t leadeth " Though a supporter of Birth 
Control a s  a n  oppor tun~s t  measure, D r  Lascaux docs not 
appear t o  rccognrze t ha t  there IS a permanent and funda- 
mental reason for llmltrng the birth rate  F o r  w ~ t h  all the 
savlngs and reorgamzation of rndustry In the world there 
IS no country w h ~ h  has poss~b~htres of unlrm~ted produc- 
t ~ o n  h'e~ther France nor any other country rn the world 
a s  a whole w~ l l  ever be able t o  fu rn~sh  c o n h t ~ o n s  where 
procrea t~on should be unrestra~ned 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION A N D  THE NATIONAL 
CONSCIOUSNESS I N  CHINA By James B Web- 
stcr, P h  D ,  Department of Educatron, Shanghai, 
College E P Dutton and Company, New York C ~ t y  
Pnce,  $2 50 

D R WEBSTER,  a n  educator In a Chnstran college a t  
Shangha~,  tests the value of the educat~onal  contri- 

b u t ~ o n  of C h n s t ~ a n  mrsslons t o  the Chrnese H e  bel~eves 
t h a t  the a1m of the mrsslons should be, "by racral and 
cultural cross-fertrlizat~on" t o  crcate in Chlna the "in- 
te rna t~onal  mrnd" whose development throughout the 
world should be the object of all modern educat~on H e  
finds tha t  the mrsslons hrve fallen short of thls ]deal, 
have been "strongly colored by egoarm and small g roup 
~n t e r e s t "  They have been narrow classical and theo- 
logrcal In thew teachmg W h a t  the C h n s t ~ a n  schools 
need, and what some of them a re  bcglnnmg t o  rccognlze 
t h a t  they need, is a comprehens~ve program "based on the 
fundamental laws of brology, psychology, soc~ology and 
econom~cs," m a k ~ n g  use of all t ha t  IS good In Chrnese and 
Chr~s t ian  teachmg, and almlng toward a perfect human 
soc~ety,  not bounded by na t~ona l  boundar~es o r  the boun- 
darres of l n s t~ tu t~ona l  relrgon The  Chrnese have l ~ t t l e  
publlc educatron of them own so the field 1s open fo r  
whatever use the mlsslons msh t o  make of ~t 

One fundamental thing t ha t  D r  Webster bclrevcs the 
C h r ~ s t ~ a n  mrsslons ought t o  do  IS t o  co-operate wrth cx- 
wtmg soclal forces t o  lower the blrth rate  "Docs thc 
Chr~s t ran  God des~ re  hts chddren," he asks, "to be born 

and t o  h e  continually under the cond~trons t ha t  now 
exrst In the dense poverty-strrcken countrrcs of the E a s t ?  
If r t  IS wrong to  take hfe, IS ~t not as  ccrtarnly wrong t o  
put  lrfe where ~t 1s sure t o  be taken by slow and tcrrrble 
suffcrmg? Chrrstran cducatlon has a n  oppor tun~ ty  t o  
meet and answer these vrtal questrons " No bcttcr s t a t e  
mcnt of the morality of Bir th Control could be made 

M S B  

PERIODICALS 
F ~ g u r c s  from the 1921 Census of Great  Brrtam jus t  

published are quoted In the Woman'r Leader (London) 
for December 12th Of a total of 15,700,000 women and 
glrls of over twelve years of age almost exactly one-thrrd 
arc, as  the Leader expresses ~ t ,  'Loccup~ed" About 70 
per cent of these wage earncrs are between 17 and 19 
years old After  that  more and more wage workers a l e  
taken away by marrlagc, though a fifth of the wage earn- 
m g  group are marr~cd  or wrdows No analysrs 1s made 
of the cconomlc classes t o  w h ~ h  the ten and a half mrlllon 
"unoccup~ed" women belong Probably the vast majorrty, 
f a r  from bemg unoccupied, are cngagcd In the heavy un- 
pard labor of bearrng and carlnp for  the constantly In- 
creasing famllles of the very poor 

As long as the unfit arc prevented from havmg access 
t o  knowlcdgc of Brrth Control taxatron w~l l  continue, m 
thc words of an  edrtor~al wr~ te r  In the London Tzmev, '<to 
force the bram worker to become the foster parent of the 
manual worker's chddren and so  compel h m  to reduce the 
number of h ~ s  own children " 

The  January  2nd number of the Woman's Leader 
(London) wh~ch 1s dcvoted to revtew of women's progress 
In England durlng the preccd~ng year, makes a specla1 
pomt of two s~gn~f icant  events for the woman In the home 
One of these IS the publrcatron of Eleanor Rathbone's 
book, "The D~s~nherrted Famrly," a plea for  famdy bon- 
uses wh~ch "has already made rts mark on economlc tearh- 
m g  " The  second IS "the spontaneous and overwhelming 
dcmand of the labor women for  the drffus~on of knowledge 
of B ~ r t h  Control through the infant welfare centres" 
These two proposals a re  now b a n g  d~scussed a s  supple- 
mentary to each other 

"At present," says Eden Paul  In an  artrcle In the N m  
Generatson, most energetrc women, unwrlllng, on 
the one hand t o  accept the economlc dependence on man 
~nvolved In marnage, and competent on thc other, t o  
earn their own llvchhood are, by our ~ n d u s t r ~ a l  and so- 
clal system, condemned to  cel~bacy " 

D r  Charles W Ellot, Prcsrdent Emerrtus of Harvard, 
has no such understandmg of thrs raprdly growlng class 
of women I n  a recent address before the Ha rva rd  
Dames he stated t ha t  records of Harvard  graduates 
over many years show tha t  they average only 1 7  chrl- 
drcn H e  fears race sulc~de and he lays thrs low average 
t o  the fact  t ha t  many young women today a r e  t a h g  



more interest In establ~shmg them independence and car- 
rymg out  them plans for a career than In marnage and 
ma te rn~ ty  Curiously enough, D r  Eliot found tha t  
the college men he questioned cons~dered marrlage and 
the f am~ly  more ~mpor t an t  than a career Poss~bly t h ~ s  
IS because domest~c~ty ,  wh~ch generally shatters a woman's 
hope of her career, smply  g ~ v e s  a man a new mcentive 
t o  pursue h ~ s  

D r  M V~c to r  Safford, wnttng In a recent number of the 
Boston Medzcal and Surgzcal Journal, frankly states h ~ s  
behef t ha t  pubhc and prlvate health measures a t  prcs- 
ent used arc  reachmg the hnut of the11 usefulness In safc- 
guardmg the public health The problcm is now, hc 
bel~eves, a biolog~cal problem, such a s  leads the a n ~ m a l  
breeder t o  "k~ll  off h ~ s  anmals  and s t a r t  with a new 
stock " Ameracan Medacme, commenttng c d ~ t o r ~ a l l y  on 
D r  Safford's article, pomts out tha t  hcalth measures, 
whde they may beep ahve the unfit, also tend t o  save 
the fit T h ~ s  IS rather  cold comfort Of more radical, 
eugenlc, measures suggested by the reference t o  the stock 
breeder the cdttor~al  says "These are lllegnl and undcsi~cd 
from every standpomt Biolog~c law, In so f a r  a s  it 1s 
involved In propagat~on of the speclcs, IS scr~ouslv ham- 
pered by c ~ v i l ~ z a t ~ o n  and ~ t s   deals '' I n  the sense of 
kilhng off the unfit t h ~ s  is true, but preventmg the b ~ r t h  
of the unfit IS a eugenlc measure q u ~ t e  in harmony w ~ t h  
c~vll izat~on and i ts   deals 

T o  a recent ~ s s u c  of the Amerrcan Weekly (Ph~ladel- 
p h ~ a ) ,  Professor Hornell H a r t  contr~butes a featurc page, 
"Permtts Required Before You Can Have Ch~ldrcn " H e  
contends tha t  the state, whtch safeguards our homes, our 
health and our lives af ter  we come mto the wosld, should 
prov~de, by the terms of the marrlage llcense agamst the 
comlng mto the world of tnd~v~duals  who arc  t o  be a mcn- 
ace t o  our homes, our health and our hves 

There were 108 fathers who deserted them chddren as 
agamst 19 mothers Only 77 ch~ldren were full orphans, 
290 half orphans 

There were 422 ch~ldren whose parents were marr~ed,  
98 recorded a s  unmarried, and there acre  63 cascs where 
the re la t~onsh~p of the parents was not known 

T h ~ s  means that  76 3 percent of the ch~ldren were Iep-  
t~rnate, only 14 6 percent ~ l l e g ~ t m a t e ,  and 9 1 pcrcent un- 
known 

There is a small percent of bab~es born t o  g r l s  from 
the upper classes T h ~ s  IS not  ncarly so h g h  a rate  as  In 
Europe The  Assoc~at~on always trles to havc the unmar- 
ried mothcr keep her baby, f o r  one-half of the bab~es sep- 
arated from thew mothers d ~ e  

Almost half of the cases studted had been abandoned 
chtldren, of these 217 were foundlmgs ptcbcd up  from 
park  benches, o r  dark alleys -F~gurcs from State C h a m  
ties Atd Society ( N  Y ) Placmg-Out Department, quoted 
In Succeaa Magaztnc 

Bzrth Control Revtew 

Our Correspondents Column 
A F R E N C H  DOCTOR ON T H E  POPULATION 

PROBLEM A T  HOME 

Po~tiers ,  France 
Edctor of the BIBTH CONTBOL REVIEW 

I expect t o  come t o  New York for  the Conference I 
am always glad t o  return t o  Amer~ca  and t o  contribute 
t o  the amehorat~on of the c o n d ~ t ~ o n  of the Amencan 
people, uho  are the only natlon on whom we dare s t ~ l l  
t o  base our hopes for the future 

I n  France, a country whose pos i t~on is c n h c a l  and one 
suffermg from depopulat~on, the qucst~on of blrth hmita- 
t ~ o n  is not In favor It is only dtscusscd a t  all from the 
p o ~ n t  of v~ew of l m ~ t ~ n g  the risks of ma te rn~ ty  in those 
cascs whcrc for  medical reasons, pleasure must be looked 
upon a s  the mam reason for sexual mtercoursc T h e  
French do not undcrstand tha t  reproduct~on is a s o c ~ a l  
funct~on,  a duty toward the race and the s ta te  and t h a t  
the m u l t ~ p l ~ c a t ~ o n  of those whose cnv~ronment and hcre- 
d ~ t y  1s good ought t o  be encouraged a s  f a r  a s  the economlc 
cond~tion permtts On the other hand, t t  IS necessary t o  
wgorously oppose the reproduct~on of unsoc~al  persons 
whose ch~ldren arc  a charge on the  state  and a danger 
t o  ctvil~zation Amer~ca  has arnvcd a t  a clearer undcr- 
standmg of the danger of unrestricted Increase of popu- 
l a t ~ o n  and ~t 1s for  t ha t  reason t ha t  she must assume the 
leadersh~p of other peoples Each  people is desttned t o  
grow weaker wh~ch considers b ~ r t h s  a n  accidental result 
of sexual mtercourse E ~ t h e r ,  on the one extreme ~ t ,  l ~ b e  
France, moves toward ex tmct~on and has no plan for  
mamtamng  Itself except by ~ m m ~ g r a t ~ o n ,  o r  else it moves 
hke other European peoples toward enormous increase 
of the inferlor elements who crowd out the superior a s  
weeds crowd out  cul t~vated plants 

G 0 DE LAPOUGE 

B I R T H  C O N T R O G T H E  LEAGUE O F  NATIONS 

When readmg the accounts of the efforts of statesmen 
of practically all countries of the world t o  a v o ~ d  the pos- 
s ~ b t l ~ t y  of another war I see no reference made in the 
pubhc pnn t ,  o r  In the accounts of them meetings, t o  
Bmth Control, ~t saddens me 

I s  there not  some way of ge t tmg this movement before 
the world In general through the League of Nations? I 
look a t  the photographs of these intelhgent gatherings 
and reahze w ~ t h  a feel~ng of sadness tha t  they a r e  en t~rc ly  
missing the potnt 

Men w11l find a way t o  go  t o  war a s  long a s  countnes 
a r e  overcrowded S ~ t t i n g  on the safety valve ml l  not  
avert the explos~on It m11 only delay ~t and  make k t  all 
the more severe when ~t does come 

Yours for the good of the cause, 
V M BENNETT 



Press Clippings reason for a home Pnendshlp 1s produced m homes, good 
c~tlzenshlp 1s upheld by homes, happlneas and culture, rest 

PREPAREDPARENTHOOD and ~ n s p ~ r a t ~ o n ,  comfort and healmg all center thcre 
Whenever a man and woman un~te  them lwes wlth smcere 

a address last week Archblsho~ Hanna and kindly tntent to make a beaut~fui adventure of that IrtreSud importance preparing unmn they have added sometlrng strong and rare to the 
for motherhood, s t a t w ,  "a 1s as  his environment, treasure of humanity ~~d even though they never have 

! ch~ldren, nor ever des~re them, them unlon 1s justified by as  h ~ s  home, as h s  mother, h s  teachers, the world make 
ham '* 

The Most Reverend Archb~shop neglected, however, to 
endorse by name the woman who, for many years, has con- 
slstently pled for a prepared motherhood, the woman who 
has po~nted the way for t h ~ s  preparat~on, the woman who 
has led the crusade agamst the laws whlch state ( ~ n  
effect) that women shall not prepare for a ch~ld but, 
rather, bear ch~ldren by acc~dent-Margaret Sanger, 
President of the Amerlcan Blrth Control League 

The tens of thousands of members of the Amencan 
B ~ r t h  Control League beheve not only In a prepared 
mother, but a prepared father as well, they beheve that 
every woman should have the rlght to welcome her ch~ldren 
as and when she feels that her health and strength arc 
adequate for thew care and attent~on, and when the father 
IS financ~ally able to prov~de the creature comforts and 
educational fac~hties wh~ch all true parents deslre for 
thew offspring 

B ~ r t h  control will Insure the mother the t ~ m e  necessary 
to recover her strength m case of physlcal or nervous ex- 
haust~on, and guarantee to the father that chddren m11 
not arrlve faster than he can prov~de the means t o  care 
for them 

Prepar~ng for motherhood mth a knowledge of bmth 
control means consc~ously wanted chlldren who would be 
healthy, sturdy, well cared for, educated and even  the 
best opportunlt~es for development and c~tlzensh~p 

-W F JUDSON ~n Ookland Advance 

FURTHER COMMENT ON D R  PINTO 

There may be dozens of reasons nhy Phd and Phyll~s 
should not have a baby wlthln the two years set by D r  
Pmto of Omaha, Nebraska, or ever, outs~de the p h p c a l  
reasons They may be in such desperate financlal stralts 
that lt would be the rankest mjust~ce to the ch~ld to ~nflict 
then poverty upon ~t They may be as yet too poorly 
adjusted to each other to have progeny They may be 
too old or too oung They may be temperamentally unfit 
to ever become parents, yet be ~deally fitted to be com- 
panlons and home mahers 

Marrlagc 1s a phys~cal and lndustr~al unlon But ~t 1s 
also more than that-far more than that It 1s the h~gh- 
est splrrtual compact whlch men and women can enter to- 
gether I t  1s the most lntlmate, sacred, beaut~ful, Impor- 
tant and difficult form of human partncrshlp I t s  value 
t o  the commun~ty and the world 1s mfin~tely dlverse No 
man can reckon In how many ways marrlage may serve 
thc state 

Ch~ldren are not the only alm In marrlage, nor the only 

the  deals they uphold and the example they set 
Often, mdeed, certam couples would serve the race bct- 

ter by not havmg ch~ldren than by producmg them 
Nor does thls apply to the phys~cally unfit There are 
spmts whtch are unfit to be parents, as well as bodles 
whlch are unfit Those spmts may be honest, conscrcn- 
tlous, decent and energet~c They may make excellent 
wlves and husbands, fr~ends, busmess assoclates and c h -  
zens, yet be absol~celg unfitted for the hlgh calhng of 
fatherhood and motherhood We have no more right to 
~nf l~c t  the government of an unfit mlnd upon a chlld than 
we would have to lnfllct the awful herltage from an unfit 
body upon hlm 

Moreover, before any couple undertake such a tremen- 
dous responslb~l~ty they should undergo a certam per~od 
of adjustment to each other Spmtual harmony, as well 
as  physlcal unlon, IS necessary, ~f the chdd IS to be born 
mto health and happmess 

-ELSIE ROBINSON In San Francisco Call-Post 

The Denver Amencan quotes from a sermon by the 
Reverend G S Lackland of Grace Commun~ty Church of 
that clty HIS subject was "The Ten Commandments for 
Motherhood " Two of these commandments read 

!&-"Thou shalt not attempt home maklng or 
motherhood unless prepared for ~t 

3-"Thou shalt not brmg ~ n t o  the world more 
ch~ldren than thou canst take care of adequately and 
mtellectually develop " 
In h ~ s  comment D r  Lackland 1s quoted as saylng 

"Any attempt to evade the problem presented by 
Blrth Control 1s foolhardy We have glrls under 
twenty-four years of age pleadmg for lnformatron 
about Rmth Control so that them hves may be more 
bearable Many glrls that age and younger have 
fam~l~cs  of five and SIX ch~ldren whom they are unable 
to support properly, who wlll be thrown upon them 
resourcbs prematurely, unprepared to face l ~ f e  In- 
tcll~gently 

"Parenthood should be voluntary Informat~on 
relatwe to Bwth Control should be ava~lable so that 
everyone may obtam ~t The rlch may go to them 
famlly physmans and avert chddren, ~f they w~sh, 
but the poor must depend upon what knowledge they 
glean fortuitously 

"Women cry for freedom nowadays, but they can- 
not have lt untd they are b~olo@;lcally f r e e a n d  they 
certatnly cannot be b~ologcally free u n t ~ l  they know 
how to control the b ~ r t h  of chldren " 



I' ' ucrc as6cd uhnt  1s thc g r c n t c ~ t  sc~cnt~f ic  ach~cvc- 
nwnt 111 the whole Illstory of m w ,  I sl ould, w~thout  

a I I ~ O I I I ( ~ ~ ' S  I I C ~  t t t ~ o n ,  say the dtaco\c~ \ of UII th Control, 
t l ~ c  d ~ s x r c ~  7 of thc pomcl actually t o  control t l ~ c  wholc 
t r (nd  of 111. own spcclrs 'I h ~ n k  of whnt ~t mcans 1 H a ,  
an t  plnnt or  unlmnl c\cr  had wch a poacr placcd In 1t5 
11 inda Bv no nicans E ]om the first Amcxba t o  man cvcry 
spcc~cs of nnmlal and plnnt hnr bccn pcrfcctly hclplcss 
t o  c s c ~ p c  thc bloody gauntlct of b lu tc  naturc n h ~ c h  forccd 
~t to mult~ply untd thc l ~ m ~ t s  of ~ t s  food supplv had bccn 
rcacl~cd, and thcn tllc g r m  warfare of plant agamst 
plant, an~ma l  agamst an~mnl,  brothcr agnmst brother, 
motl~cr  ngnmst daughtcr and father agamst son asscrtcd 
~ t s  unabatcd and unabatmg f u r j  

And now comcs a ncw fact  upon t l ~ c  stagc of cvolut~on 
-thc control of 111s o a n  rcproduct~on Parenthood IS 

madc voluntary I ask the rcadcr t o  pomt t o  any t r ~ u m p h  
of sclcncc of cqual mportancc TlilnL of uha t  ~t mcans 
t o  bc nblc t o  suspcnd the long, long warfare of all the 
ngcs, and brmg pcncc mto thw vast maclstrorn of blood' 
Onc aould thmk tha t  the statesmen of the world would 
hnvc gathered the momcnt ~t was announced and s a d  
"Hcrc 1s thc grcat  mstrumcnt of human peace and human 
lmprovcmcnt We can now hccp our populat~on undcr 
control IVe can now adjust  our population to  food 
supply We can rcduce thc unfit and create economlc 
and soc~a l  condltlons t ha t  WIN lead the fit t o  reproduce 
t h c ~ r  own fitness The  fit can now do this wlth joy and 
frccdom, bccause t h c ~ r  chldrcn a r e  not placed In com- 
p c t ~ t ~ o n  w ~ t h  swarrnmg hordcs of the unfit W e  can Im- 
pro\ c the c o n d ~ t ~ o n  of thc poor by lcadlng thcm t o  reduce 
the numbcrs of thc mouths they have t o  feed There mll  
thus bc food cnough lcft for the fit so tha t  parenthood 
among thcm w~l l  not be a ha rdsh~p  but  the natural  joy  
nature rntcndcd ~t t o  be "-A E WIGGAM, from Strength. 
Ph~ lade lph~a  

GIRLS-A MARKETABLE COMMODITY? 

IS slave trade rcally a t  an  cnd? Actual offermg of men 
for  salc and barter  by othcrs lAe cattle has  no doubt 

ccaxd nu t ,  what can be s a ~ d  of the shameless trade in 
p r l c  t5at  stdl flour~shcs rn t h ~ s  land? W e  do not  rcfer t o  
the class of pcople who ~nduce  g ~ r l s  t o  take to p r o s t ~ t u t ~ o n  
or force ~t on them T h a t  1s hemous cnough, and law can 
ptc\cnt  a t  lcast some of thc abuses In tha t  t rade W e  r e  
fcr  to those uho prldc on thew loyalty to tbc sacred Hmdu 
Scnpturcs, the Brahmins, the Kshnt r~yas  and the Va~shyas 
r h o  sanct~on the sale of g ~ r l s  G ~ r l s  ure actually glvcn m 
cons~dcrat~on of moncy and the p r ~ c s t  and the ma t rmon~a l  
rltual and the ncccssary w~tncsscs arc tllcre t o  dcclare the 
rrnrllnge > d l d  accord~ng to Dharmashastr~c ~n junc t~ons  
Thc  trngcdy 1s all the more b ~ t t c r  ~f such gwls arc sold 
to pcrsons ~ h o  arc old, ~nfirm or msanc Docs ~t not con- 
s t ~ t u t e  a legal offcncc, In uhlch SO many pcople are ac- 
compl~ccs? W e  have lately not~ccd three such cases in 
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newspapers and we arc sure t h ~ s  wdl not f ad  to sct athmk- 
l n g  any onc who has thc bcst mtcrcst of soc~cty a t  111s hcart. 
Is ~t srrnplv grccd of moncy or cconom~c plcssurc tha t  
dr~vcs  a man to scll 111s child? Thc  qucst~on on thc sldc of 
the br~dc-groom cnn bc nnswcrcd-~t 1s only lust But, the 
parcnt or guardmn of a gwl on sale may hnvc a case t o  
mnbc, bcforc nc  pass our dcnunc~at~on on h ~ m  as a cruel, 
hcurtlcss or grccdy pcrson W c  arc ~ncllncd to bcl~cve tha t  
~t IS rnorc oftcn than not, cconom~c prcssurc than the mcrcst 
grccd that  brmgs about thcsc caws Can we not m a g m e  
a parcnt c l a ~ l n ~ n g  half-a-down chddrcn and In d ~ r e  want 
who w~ll  a d s c r t ~ w  h ~ s  g ~ r l s  for sale, ~f forccd t o  do so? 
W e  thmk, w ~ t h ~ n  the c\pcrlcnce of every rcndcr of ours. 
such an  mstnnce wrll not be a rare thmg-Bombay 
Soc*ahst 

It 1s q u ~ t e  true, also, t ha t  a s  Dean Inge polnts out, we 
are  brccdrng at the wrong cnd of the scale Thc  bwth 
ra tc  In the slums 1s much h~ghe r  than In the r c s~dcn t~a l  
d ~ s t n c t s  and one wonders whcthcr the lnd~gcnt  can ever 
be persuaded t o  thmk Thc  gcntlcman who has bcen out  
of work for three years, father of four ch~ldrcn, whose 
wlfe gave b ~ r t h  t o  four more a week o r  two ago may be 
a n a t ~ o n a l  asset o r  he may not Perhaps hc 1s mcrclg 
one whose f a ~ t h  In the paternal gcneros~ty of a d o l e  
g m n g  govcrnmcnt IS bland But  what of the g ~ r l  of 20 
w ~ t h  "the rnental~ty of a chlld of 12" who murdered her 
baby and was scntenccd t o  be hangcd? Such cases an 
these should gwe us fur~ously t o  thmk -The Qucm 

They say B ~ r t h  Control 1s un-Chnstlan How so? We, 
m t h ~ s  l ~ t t l e  commun~ty, have tasted the b~ttcrness of lack 
of knowledge t o  the extent of burying three mothers m 
as many years 

The  first was 35 years old and d ~ e d  w ~ t h  her th~r teentb  
baby The  second, a t  26, d ~ e d  w ~ t h  her fifth baby, she 
was marrlcd a x  years T h e  third was 4% and d ~ e d  wltb 
her twelfth baby 

The  doctor s a ~ d  tha t  all three deaths were due t o  the 
fac t  tha t  them v ~ t a l ~ t y  was all gone, due t o  escesslve 
chrld-bearing -News Bee, Toledo, Ohlo 

It is not safe t o  leave thc quest~on of numbers unregu- 
lated, In the mcrc hopc tha t  we may be rcscued by one of 
these conce~rable, but a s  yet unreahzed mprovements 
And even ~f we do realize them, 1s lt not dlscouraglng t ha t  
thcy should only operate t o  compcnsate an  mcrease of 
numbers, when thcy mlght, ~f there had been no Increase, 
have avalled t o  Improve the lot  of the average man?- 
Newcastle Sun, England 



T H E  DEBT OF SCIENCE TO MALTHUS 

w ITHOUT Malthus~anlsm ~t 1s a t  lcast probable that 
Darw~n~sm would not havc ariscn to play ~ t s  par t  

In our modern controwrves over cvolut~onary d o c t ~ ~ n e  
A conclus~on of t h ~ s  kmd IS adumbrated by Darwln's foot- 
note In h ~ s  "Dcsccnt of Man" "SCC the ever memorable 
Essay on the Pr~nclple of Populat~on b j  the Rev T R 
Malthus " 

For strll stronger ev~dence turn t o  Darwln's account 
of what Icd hlm to formulate the theory of natural sckc- 
tlon, for he tells us how, after readmg the Malthus essay, 
as  one long convlnccd of the struggle for cx~stcnce, ~t a t  
once struck h ~ m  "that under these c~rcumstances favor- 
able vanat~ons would tend to be preser\cd and unfavor- 
able ones t o  be destroyed The result of t h ~ s  would be the 
format~on of new spec~es Here, then, I had a theory by 
wh~ch to work" But cvcn ~f Darwrn had not gone thus 
far  what of Alfred Russell Wallace, for ~t was also h ~ s  
good fortune to htt upon the theory of natural selcct~on? 
The ev~dence 1s just as conclus~re In the one case as In 
the other Wallace, In descnbmg h ~ s  journey to the 
troplcs, states that while suffermg from fever In the Mo- 
luccas he began to thmk of Malthus's Essay on I'opula- 
t~on ,  and that there suddenly flashed upon h ~ m  "the ~ d c a  
of the surv~val of the fittest" He wrote out h ~ s  news, 
sent them to Darw~n, and Darwm a t  once recogn17ed h ~ s  
own theory In the manuscnpt essay thus rece~ved from a 
young and almost unknown naturahst -EDMUND NOBLE 
m the Boston Eaentng Tranacnpt 
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Scene Office of a publ~c school 
Characters Attendance Officer, Ass~stant P r ~ n c ~ p a l ,  

Clerk, Father and Daughter 
Father I want t o  take my gwl out of school She 1s 

above age and I need her help 
Ass~sant P r ~ n c ~ p a l  Has the matter been mvestlgated? 
Attendance Officer Yes Her help is needed HOW IS 

the new baby 
Father Fme Oh, she's not very b ~ g ,  and c r m  a lot, but 

she w~ll be all rlght 
Attendance Officer Let% see, how many chldren have 

you? 
Father We have had twelve 
Assstant P r ~ n c ~ p a l  My, you must have lots more money 

than I have All I can afford IS one so fa r  
Father Oh no, I can't afford so many It's pretty hard 

But ~t's not so bad Ftve are &ad 
(The above 1s an actual occurrence of wh~ch the under- 

slgncd was an eye-w~tness ) 
H V HOB NUN^ 
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More Light O n  Birth Control In Russia 

I N your Issues of December and January, you 
publ~sh an artlcle on B ~ r t h  Control In Russla, 

by E Gertrude Beasley, whlch does not seem to 
me to be a f a ~ r  statement of the s~ tua t~on  I have 
spent three years m Russla l~vlng both m the vll- 
lages and clt~es, and wh~le I had perhaps even more 
occaslon than MISS Beasley to observe how great 
the need 1s for an extenslve b~ r th  control movement 
m Russ~a, I do not by any means share her entmely 
pess~mlst~c a t t~tude as to the poss~bht~es  for prog- 
ress along t h ~ s  lme It 1s q u ~ t e  true, as she po~nts  
out, that the problem 1s made part~cularly d~fficult 
by the fact that Russran women are seml-As~at~c In 
t he~ r  backwardness, because of lack of edurat~on, 
rel~glous prejud~ces and the m~xture of races But 
~t 1s not true that the average membei of the Com- 
munlst party 1s e~ther md~fferent or opposed, or 
cons~ders that fam~ly l lm~tat~on by means of con- 
traceptwes 1s a bourgeois ~dea ,  or that a large 
fam~ly 1s an economlc asset As for the backward- 
ness of the Russlan women, t h ~ s  IS one of the mam 
concerns of the Sov~et government They are domg 
everything they can to educate the women of Rus- 
sla, to remove then age-old superst~tlons and thus 
prepare them for an lntelhgent attltude on the ques- 
t ~ o n  of fam~ly l ~ m ~ t a t ~ o n  

As  for every Russlan Communist MISS Beasley 
quotes as bemg agamst b~ r th  control, I could quote 
you a dozen in favor of ~t I have met a few cases 
of mdlfference-none of oppos~t~on The economlc 
s~tuatlon In Russ~a  has been so grave that ~t 1s ab- 
surd to say that the Commun~sts cons~der a large 
fam~ly an economlc asset The mothers and bab~es 
e x h ~ b ~ t  m RIoscow d~splay posters show~ng the re- 
lat~on of large fam~lles to hlgh mfant mortalitv A 
l~ t t l e  Commun~st doctor mdes from the ra~lroad 
holds dally consultat~ons for the peasant women 
to help them to avo~d large fam~lres Lebedeva, 
head of the Mothers and Bab~es D ~ v ~ s ~ o n  of the 
Department of Health, would welcome a vls~t to 
Russla from Margaret Sanger, as would many 
other Russmn doctors w ~ t h  whom I have talked 

MISS Beasley reports that Russ~a  a t  present ex- 
h ~ b ~ t s  every phase of the h~story of human efforts 
to control them numbers, namely, first, mfantmde 
and parentmde, second, abort~ons and thlrd, con- 
tracept~ves She makes a particular pomt of the 
fact that mfantmde and parent~cide stdl exlst In 
Russla I n  support of t h ~ s  statement she relates 
that when she vls~ted Chlta, over a year ago, she 
found that wlthln three or four months, more than 
forty bab~es had been p~cked up from the streets by 
the nurses from the creches But cons~dermg the 

fact that an art~cle from Russ~a must necessardy 
have been wrltten some tune before publ~catlon, thls 
was probably about two years ago when famme 
cond~t~ons stdl ex~sted, and ~t must be remembered 
that many cond~t~ons that exlsted durmg that ab- 
normal perlod have slnce then been vastly m- 
proved 

As  for the second phase, ~t 1s true that an appall- 
Ing number of abort~ons take place monthly Thls 
1s a problem wh~ch 1s absorbmg the med~cal profes- 
slon, and whlch they are domg thew best to solve 
Abort~ons have been legallzed slnce the revolut~on 
The doctors argue that smce they are bound to take 
place, ~t 1s far better that they be performed by 
tralned phys~clans, sc~ent~fically, and m clean sur- 
round~ngs, (they are free to workmg women-who 
are cared for m hosp~tals) than crudely and often 
fatally by the work~ng women themselves The 
med~cal profess~on and the more enhghtened mem- 
bers of the populat~on generally are well aware of 
the harmful effect on the health of the women and 
are lookmg to  the spread of sclentlfic methods of 
b~ r th  control as the solut~on 

A speclal commlsslon of doctors has durmg the 
past year been studymg the most advanced methods 
practiced m other countr~es, and the movement 1s 
gammg strength (see art~cle by J C Coleman m 
the Issue of November, 1924) The ignorance of 
sc~ent~fic methods has been so great m Russ~a  that 
the med~cal profession IS qu~ te  r~ghtly approachmg 
the matter w ~ t h  caut~on They feel that as yet w~de- 
spread dlssemmat~on of such mformatlon as they 
had would be useless, because, evcept In the c~tles, 
materials are not ava~lable But them cautlon does 
not mean opposlt~on 

As  for the statement that the use of contracep- 
twes 1s scarcely known m Russla, there IS certamly 
not as much truth m that statement as there was 
two years ago Contraceptme appl~ances are dls- 
played prommently m drug store wmdows In Mos- 
cow and other large ches,  and booklets descr~blng 
then use he on the counters True, they have not 
yet penetrated mto the v~llages, but neither have 
tooth brushes or fireless cookers, or electr~c l~ghts  
and ~t may be assumed that wlth the advance of 
c~v~l~zat lon mto the villages, these thlngs wlll fol- 
low 

Quotations from a few promment women and 
other members of the Commun~st Par ty  showlng 
that there IS a confl~ct of oplnlon on t h ~ s  matter m 
Russ~a  prove nothmg except that some members of 
the Commun~st Par ty  are mtell~gent and that some 

(Contmued on page 124) 



News Notes 
UNITED STATES 

New York 
THE great event of March was the Sixth Inter- 
national held during the last week, and much of the 
work within and outside of the office in the weeks 
precedmg was preliminary work for the conference 
Mrs Sanger's lectures in Massachusetts and the 
meeting a t  the Community Church, New York, of 
which John Haynes Holmes is pastor, were how- 
ever, on the regular program of the winter's work 
A t  the Community Church on March Sth, an in- 
telligent audlence of 1,500 listened to Mrs Sanger's 
address and manv others had to be turned away 

Of his recent talk to a group of clergymen the 
Reverend Wlllram H Garth writes "At a lunch- 
eon given in Browne's Chop House, by the New 
York 'Clericus' I addressed some forty clergvmen 
on Blrth Control This is noteworthy as it is the 
first occasion in that church when Birth Control was 
formally made the topic for the consideration of a 
clerical club and when an opportunity was given 
one of our council to present the cause Consider- 
able interest was manifested in my talk and, on the 
whole the discussion whlch followed the address was 
distinctly favorable " 

A good audience of legislators and citizens of 
Albany listened with respectful attention to the 
hearing on the Birth Control Bill on March 17th 

covrrr,, "1 Po, ,n Ad r r  ,,r, 

MRS SANGER WITH PROFESSOR CARVER AND STUDENTS OF HARVARD 

Whde Roman Catholac pol~tmans bar Mr. Senger from Boston, scholars of Harvard U m v e n ~ t y  organuc a 
Erth Control League at  Carnbrtdge 

Almost two hours discussion and questions followed 
the lecture and the audience stayed to the verv end 
On March 15th she had a different sort of audience, 
when she spoke to the Freethinkers' Society of 
New York 

Among the groups addressed by Mrs Grew this 
month was the Ripps Bay Ne~ghborhood Associa- 
tion Forty-four of tlie forty-five mothers who 
make up thls association came to hear her talk on 
Birth Control The chairman, a Roman Catholic, 
who came to disapprove, stayed to congratulate 
her on her statement, which she said had convinced 
her of the need of Birth Control 

A full account of the hearmg wdl be given in the 
May REVIEW 
Colorado 

1 N Denver one of the strongest supporters of Bmth 
Control and a member of the American B ~ r t h  Con- 
trol League, is under attack by the K u  Klux Klan 
Judge Ben B Lindsey who twenty-five years ago 
founded the Juvenile Court, which has since be- 
come the Juvenile and Familv Court of Denver, 
made himself unpopular with the Klan by not only 
refusing hls endorsement, but by attacking it from 
the platform A strong fight was made to defeat 
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him a t  the polls This fa~lmg, the Klan has attacked 
In other directions It is demanding a contest on 
the election and m case it is impossible to oust 
Judge Lindsey by this means, ~t IS plannmg to m- 
troduce a b ~ l l  mto the legislature to  abollsh the 
court Thls is by no means the first time that cor- 
rupt polltics has tned to oust Judge L~ndsey and 
abollsh his court, but the strength of the Klan IS 

so great both m lepslature and courts as to make 
this attack particularly menacmg I n  both public 
and prlvate utterances Judge Llndsey has been an  
ardent supporter of Birth Control, as a means of 
domg away with poverty and crlme 

Massachusetts 

THE early days of March Mrs Sanger spent m 
the neighborhood of Boston, where on March 1st 
she addressed an aud~ence of several hundred a t  the 
Young Men's Hebrew Association of Roxbury on 
Rational Parenthood 

A t  Summerv~lle the next day a group of 400 men 
and women students and professors of Tufts Cob 
lege, heard her speak on Birth Control On the 
fourth she was entertamed a t  luncheon bv the Lh- 
era1 Club of Haward, an orgallizat~on before wh~ch 
such men as Einstem have recently spoken A 
luncheon of about fifty was planned, but the num- 
ber grew to a hundred and fifty and a hundred more 
had to be turned away The talk lasted half an 
hour, but the questions and discussion whlch fol- 
lowed lasted two hours After the luncheon steps 
were taken toward formmg a Buth  Control organ- 
~ z a t ~ o n  in Cambridge 

I n  Boston ~tself Mrs Sanger spoke only to a 
small group in a pr~vate house A public lecture 
was to have been arranged for her, but M w o r  Cur- 
ley of that predommantly Roman Catholic cltv, m 
the words of the Boston Telegram "declared war 
on Blrth Control" and threatened to revoke the 
license of any hall which gave its platform for her 
lecture The Amencan C1n1 Liberties U n ~ o n  has 
taken up  the case and its Boston Comm~ttee will 
hold a meeting on March 22nd a t  Old South Meet- 
ine; House to protest against the mayor's action 
Meanwhde the Roman Catholics are puttmg on an 
anti-Blrth Control meetmg before that date 

New Jersey 

THE most Important event of the wnter  has been 
the legislative hearmg on the B ~ r t h  Control bdl 
whlch IS reported on another page of thls issue 
Another New Jersey bdl of mterest is the Wdliams' 
13111 for eugenic stenl~zat~on of the chronlc insane, 
the feeble-minded and the habitual crlminal of de- 
fective mentahty, whlch has passed the senate by a 

vote of 11 to 3 I f  ~t passes the house New Jersey 
wlll be the fourteenth state t o  have a s t e r h t i o n  
law 

On February 24th. the day after the hearmg on 
the Birth Control blll, Mrs Sanger addressed the 
Conten~porarg Club of Newark, a p~cked group of 
women representmg the clubs and welfare organ- 
izatlons of New Jersey gathered to hear d~scussion 
of bills in their field before the le@slature On the 
same day M r  Meves spoke to  the Leqslative Con- 
ference of the State Federation of Women's Clubs 
and to the Phdomathean Society of Camden 

Remarkable growth is reported in Rivers~de 
Smce its foundmg not more than two months ago, 
the Rivers~de Blrth Control League, of wh~ch Mrs 
Laura Winklespecht is president, has reached a 
membership of more than seventy 

Rhode Island 
ON March 4th, Mrs Sanger spoke before the 
Osteopathic Soc~ety of Providence on the Health 
Aspect of Blrth Control 

ENGLAND 
THE church commlsslon whlch has been s t u d p g  
the bvth rate and taking testimony for and against 
B ~ r t h  Control is reported to be br~ngmg together 
its material for a report Clippmgs from England 
still comment on the birth rate statistics gwen out 
a t  the end of 1924 The Royal Statistical Soclety 
has discussed the subject a t  length, tracing the fall 
of the blrth and death rates in England and other 
European countries I n  the dlscuss~on of the papers 
presented by the president, G Udny Yule and 
others, Dr T H C Stevenson, of the General 
Regster Office gave prormnence to Bv th  Control 
as one Important cause 

- 

The Bntrsh Medical J m d ,  commentmg on 
thls, says "Even if Birth Control is a d e t e r m l n g  
factor those who attack it waste them labor A man 
may be Induced to die for hls country, but hardly 
to procreate children for her unless he IS con\ mced 
that those children will find places to U at least as 
good as that he occuples " 

The Tzmes points out that thanks to the fallmng 
death rate England IS stdl addlng 300,000 a year 
to her numbers Sir Robert Blalr, late chief educa- 
tlon oficer of the London County Counc~l, pomts 
to the effect of the lowered b r th  rate m the numbers 
m the lower grades of the schools, and the B~shop 
of Gloucester, returning from a visit to the colomes 
1s alarmed over the reduction of births in these 
places T o  h ~ m  and other alarmsts Dean Inqe and 
an ehtorial wr~ter  m the Tzmes reply that the real 
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danarer to the state. the real ~ooulation ~roblem. 
hes the fact that hot all clas'sei are able20 lowe; 
thew blrth rates The poor are stdl forced to  have 
all the chlldren that nature eves  and are multlply- 
mg to them own sorrow and a t  the expense of the 
other classes 

The Blshop of Birmmgham shares Dean Inge's 
mew "I am not one of those," he IS quoted as say- 
mg, "who view the fall m the blrth rate wlth alarm 
The population of this country n as large as ~t can 
be w ~ t h  safety I belleve we need a smaller but a 
better population What  IS unsatisfactory a t  the 
present t ~ m e  IS that the less valuable stocks m the 
community are the more proMc The birth rate m 
the slums IS far h~gher than it 1s among teachers, 
mmisters, or clergy, and so long as thls state of 
affairs continues none can new the future of the 
race mthout serlous misgiving " 

Everywhere, even m scare headlmes, is noted the 
almost spectacular lowering of mfant mortality 
"Blrth R.ate Never Worse," reads the headlme m 
the Dady C h r m l e ,  but adds, "Healthy Babies," 
and records an lnfant mortality of 69 per thousand, 
the lowest ever recorded m England 

What  over-population and unemployment mean 
to the taxpayers and to local government officials 
IS brought home by the phght of the Poor Law 
Guardians of West Ham, one of the workmg class 
boroughs of London At them last financial re- 
port the debt of the Guardlans, ~ncurred through 
the mamtenance of the unemployed and their 
famlles, amounted to nearly six hundred thous- 
and dollars The money was loaned by the Health 
Department of the Nat~onal Government- 
the only source whence money could be had It 
was ~mposslble to refuse ~ t ,  as m that case all rehef 
of slckness and of poverty would have come to an 
end and tens of thousands of people would have 
been m lmrnedlate danger of death from starvat~on 
Local taxation had been put as high as possible, 
but the worklng class character of the borough and 
the ~mmense number of ~ t s  unemployed formed a 
problem whlch the local government could not 
solve The grant to the unemployed IS a t  the rate 
of five dollars a week for man and wife and an ex- 
tra dollar for each child A man and mfe and five 
children receive a weekly income of ten dollars, 
whlch IS barely sufficient to  feed and house such a 
famdy Very few of these people would fill the 
quallficatlons for lmmgrants mto the Brmtlsh Col- 
onmes, even if they were mllmg to emlgrate The 
problem increases day by day, as West Ham has n 
much higher bmrthrate than the wealthmer borough 
of London, and yet the Mlnistry of Health obstl- 
nately refuses to permit Bmrth Control advice to he 
gwen a t  the Health Centers, even when the women 
are frantically eager to obtain it 
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FRANCE 
ON our cover t h s  month we show a French car- 
toon of the militarist polntmg proudly to the result 
of h~ efforts to  produce cannon fodder for the 
state The whole trend in France IS backward, 
toward a high blrth rate and deterloration, as D r  
de Lapouge's letter and the review of Dr Lascaux's 
book, on other pages of the REVIEW, show Worse 
stlll, m ~ t s  panlc the government has turned to 
methods of persecution, strangely out of keepmg 
m t h  the tradhons of the great republic Never- 
theless, though a false mdustrial policy IS threaten- 
mq the vitality of the race, the French birth rate 
stlll exceeds the death rate and the latest figures 
show a substantlal advance The survlval rate for 
1922, as p e n  in the New Gemratzon was 70,679, 
for 1923 ~t was 94,871-a galn of more than 24,000 
lives 

RUSSIA 

THE ATatzon of February 4th pubhshes a dlgest 
of the code of laws relatlng to  marriage, famlly re- 
latlons and guardianship adopted by the Russia 
Department of Justlce and submtted to the Coun- 
d of the Peoples Commissars No couple IS forced 
to regster a marrlage m Russ~a  Whether or not 
they regster the mamage each may retamn hls or 
her name, and each retains citizenship of his or her 
nat~ve or adopted country Each member of the 
partnership, unless disabled, must be self-support- 
mng Whde marrlage relationships are thus free, 
special protectmon IS thrown around ch~ldren Each 
parent must contribute to the chlld's support An 
unmarried mother may regster the father's name 
and claim hls part support for the chlld Children 
are further protected by a provlslon that courts may 
take them away from neglectful parents Parents 
may have the decwon as to what schools to  send 
them chlldren to, but may not arrange for their em- 
ployment for wages mthout their own consent 
Thms leavmg the decision to the chdd n a umque 
feature 

SCANDINAVIA 

FRU THIT JENSEN,  delegate from Den- 
mark to the Sixth Internatlonal Bmth Control 
Conference, who IS aIready m hrew York, report9 
that m all three Scandinaman countries the "Free 
Motherhood" movement IS making headway, and 
IS stead~ly winning support from physmcmans Be- 
sides the cllnlc in Copenhagen for members of the 
league, a cllnmc for very poor mothers has been 
opened by D r  Leunbach m a working class district. 
D r  Allce N~elson has opened a clinic m Stockhohn, 
Sweden 
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M O R E  L I G H T  O N  B I R T H  CONTROL 1s a t  work D u r ~ n g  the nursmg per~od the mothers 
I N  R U S S I A  take t m e  off durlng the day to nurse the babv and 

(Conttnued from pogn 120) the worklng day IS shortened by two hours, the 
are not MISS Beasley herself states that the most stlll receiving pay The lnonth the baby 
mtell~gent members of the Communist Party un- IS the recell es wages 
derstand the need for sc~ent~fic means of control of As the lnformatlon Iouchsafed One the 
the populat~on Impllc~t In that statement IS the members the Communist Party that men and 
proof that Russ~a  has a better chance than any women ~n Russ~a can have as many husbands and 
other country In the world for progress along t h ~ s  wlVeS as they Ilke* I can quote from a news- 
line, because the control of the Communist Party paper I saw Just before I left Russia, where ~t was 
1s so w~despread, that whateber lt advocates 1s recorded that the recent the 
sooner or later executed The statement that C~mmunlst  there were severa1 put out he- 
"American Exiles" In Russia are opposed to birth they advantage frequently the 
control 1s part~cularly mterestlng to me In the l ~ g h t  s'mple There Is growing 
of the fact that several such exdes whom I happen lng In Russia against looseness In relatlOns 

to know are carrylng on act~ve bwth control p r o p -  A Is growing up hnsed On 

ganda and eup l a~n~ng  to the Russmn comrades the ethic sOcral efficlencyl which In Its essence 
varlous methods employed In the western world requires the same degree lnteqrlty In personal 

nfost of all 1 take Issue with MISS Beasley over 'el"tlonshl~s that all other social phllos0phles re- 
her statement that the maln trouble w~ th  the Rus- Wre The Wht Or wrong Of any Pen action Is 

slan Commun~st Par ty  IS that they care no Inore determined On the basis whether Or not this ac- 
about their women than other polltlcal parties do t ' ~ "  1s harmful to soclety7 and the communists feel 
for -.lelrs They care more and more for thell that the highest social efficiency can ~ n l v  be at- 
women than any other pol~tlcal party In & world h n e d  3s a result of the highest ~nd~vldual eficlency 
The revolution emancipated women legally and With an approach of this kind lt 1s lnevltahle th l t  
economically Her social llberatlon can come only b"th control should be considered as a PrereWlslte 
w ~ t h  the new generat~ons, when the ~nher~tance of SOC'"~ efficlencv In Russia, and a great 
superst~t~on nnd Ignorance fostered under Czar~st Iles before the there 
rule In Russ~a hale been overcome by educat~on 
There are better laws for the protect~on of women 
~n mdustry ~n Russ~a than ~n any other countrv 111 N E W  J E R S E Y  H E A R I N G  
the world and the state takes a real respons~b~l~ty (Contmued from pago 11s) 
In safeguard~ng the working mother In particular I n  my summmg up I called attent~on to the fact 
The pr~nc~ple  of equal ~ z y  for equal work has been that the amendment 1s permlsslve No one's nghts 
firmly estahl~shed A "Worhers' and Peasants' In- are to be interfered w~th,  and no one need hale 
spect~on" department of the government IS always anythmg to do w ~ t h  B ~ r t h  Control ~f ~t IS agamst 
on the job ferreting out all mfr~ngements of the hls rehg~ous or moral prlnclples The law as lt 
lahor laws, and they do not deal gentlv w ~ t h  those now stands 1s really class leg~slat~on In favor 
who fa11 to carry out the statutes regarding the pro- of the better sltuated classes, wh~le the less 
tectlon of women In Industry I t  must also be borne fortunate are depr~ved of the knowledge The bill 
In mmd that the women as a whole are the most IS necessary to glve t h ~ s  class ~ t s  r~ghts  B ~ r t h  
backward of the workers, that they have always Control IS moral, for anythmg that works for the 
been glven the less sk~lled lobs, because ~t was even best Interests of the race IS moral There IS no 
harder for women to get educat~on under the Czar danger of race su~c~de,  as the growth of the race 
than for men, and the percentage of ~lhteracy IS depends upon the survwal rate, not the b ~ r t h  rate 
much h~qher among women Every factorv now Even lf the b~ r th  rate does decllne a l~tt le,  the death 
has ~ t s  classes for the "llquldat~on of ~ll~teracv" and rate declmes faster, glvlng a greater surv~val rate 
~ t s  techn~cal schools where the unskdled can learn The Assembly Chamher was crowded for the 
greater skdl a t  t he~ r  lob and thus get h~gher wages, hemng  and a very fa\ orable ~mpress~on was made 
and many women attend these schools for Blrth Control W ~ d e  publlc~ty was secured not 

The laws reg i rd~ng  pregnant women are strlctly only In thc papers of the state, but In New York 
enforced The mother IS released from her work and Phlladelphla A strong lmpresslon was also 
two months before and two months after the ch~ld- made on members of the Leg~slature who were 
b~rth ,  with full pay She IS cared for at  the state's present or had representatives present, In large 
expense In a lylnq-1n home After the babv passes numbers The feelmg 1s general that, although ~t 
the months' mark, and the mother returns to work, may take two or three years of work, the Birth 
the chdd IS cared for III a creche whde the mother Control b1111s bound to  become law 
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(Contmued from page 102) 

nearly all the methods of bwth control used all over 
the world was glven to those only who pay a mem- 
ber's fee, slnce ne~ther a book nor a pamphlet which 
deals wlth practical methods IS allowed m Japan 
for sale But the Metropolltan Pollce Board mter- 
fered w ~ t h  the new movement 

There seem to have been two polnts m whlch 
Ogawa was not In strlct accordance w ~ t h  the law 
Our Pubhcat~ons Law requlres that any book or 
pamphlet must be submitted to  the government 
before ~ t s  publ~catlon whether ~t IS to be sold to  the 
publlc or to be dlstr~buted only among the members 
of an assoc~at~on Another polnt was the manufac- 
t u r ~ n g  of p~l l s  It was not enough for Ogawa to 
employ a pharmaceutlst, but he had to obtam a 
llcense from the government hlmself as a druggst  
~f he wants to make p~l ls  a t  all W e  do not know 
yet whether the government wdl punlsh O p w a  for 
t h ~ s  offence or not, but there are proper reasons to  
belleve that only a small fine m11 be ~mposed on 
hlm Before thls lncldent several pollce used to  
come to the Ogawa's office and had lnt~mate talks 
wlth hlm on the subject There IS no doubt that 
most of them were personally m favor of blrth con- 
trol, and, moreover, the? understood well the mo- 
tlves mth  whlch Ogawa IS actlvely engaging m the 
movement 

From what I have mentioned you may e a d y  
understand that the Japanese government stands 
m a rather difficult pos~tlon now, because the gov- 
ernment IS doubtless controlled much by the Im- 
perdlstlc Ideas of todav, demanding more fodder 
for cannons, whlle the need of solvlng the problem 
of population IS ~ncreaslng year by year Although 
~t may be true that a considerable number of our 
statesmen entertam progressive Ideas, yet ~t IS also 
a fact that a majonty of them are st111 ruled by the 
j~ngolst~c splrlt and are naturally antagonlstlc to 
b r th  control How long t h ~ s  condlt~on will contmue 
IS a quest~on Japan proper, excludmg Korea, For- 
mosa and Saghahen, has now about 60 m~lllons of 
people and ~ t s  annual lncrease IS from 600,000 to  
700,000 As a rule, emlgrants always move toward 
the countr~es where they can get better wages, but 
how can the Japanese emgrants go out to Korea 
and Manchur~a, where they have to compete w ~ t h  
cheap labor? Formosa became a part of our emplre 
almost t h~ r ty  years ago A part of Manchuria came 
under our Influence about twenty years ago It was 
about fifteen years ago that the annexat~on of 
Korea took place But what has been the result 
of our colomal pollcy durmg those long years2 The 
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number of Japanese people now residmg In these 
three colonles hardly exceeds 720,000, whlch 1s a 
little more than one year's Increase of our popula- 
tion The Unlted States has closed her doors almost 
entlrely against us Whether South Amerlca would 
welcome us or not In future 1s quite uncertatn It 
1s entlrely out of the question that Japan should 
try to expand herself by mlhtary force Slnce mdi- 
tary success depends a great deal on wealth, there 
1s no hope for Japan to dream of the conquest of 
Amerlca or Australla I thmk the time w~ l l  come 
soon when Japan wlll be compelled to conslder the 
problem of population so seriously that she wdl see 
the need of looking on birth control with a more 
generous and sympathetic attltude 

THE M O T H E R - H Y G I E N E  O F F I C E  
I N  N O R W A Y  

(Conttnued from page 101) 

Blrth Control, when necessary, has changed m our 
favor 

Our office 1s open from 9 00 to 3 00 every day 
A marrled nurse is present, she explalns and sells 
As  I h e  far away in the country (I am not a 
doctor, alas) I can only be present a few days every 
fortnight I have the responslblllty of the office 
thls first year From April, 1925, the Labour 
Par ty  wdl have ~t m thew charge 

On the whole we are content wlth our work W e  
have from two to  twelve mothers every day and 
send books and parcels all over Norway 

I n  the begmnmg we had a llttle trouble on ac- 
count of the mlsunderstandmg of our work, some 
people beheved we practiced abort~on Thls 1s now 
clearlng up W e  have had one case of fallure, but 
we say beforehand that none of the present contru- 
ceptional means are absolutely sure W e  want to  
get better mformatlon and better clin~cal mstm- 
ments from the International Headquarters, 
urhzch we hope d l  soon cone znto bezng Our office 
is considered a central office W e  are going to  have 
local offices in more parts of Norway One 
already planned for Bergen Yesterday, I got in- 
formation that the Labour Party 1s golng to pre- 
pare a propaganda for Blrth Control all over the 
country to restr~ct the famll~es to a reasonable pro- 
portion and to help the overburdened mother 

A FRIEND OF BIRTH CONTROL 
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Do you  k n o w  t h a t  you can m a k e  a n  excel lent  
Pollsh M o p  o u t  of a n  o r d l n a r y  m o p  a n d  a llttle 
3 In O n e ?  It's easy t o  d o  a n d  costs v e r v  l l t t l e  

Just cut off t h e  s t r a n d s  of a n y  mop a b o u t  
e igh t  Inches f r o m  hand le  a n d  mols ten d l g h t l y  w ~ t h  

T h e  Hcgh Qualcty 3-in-One Household O,l 
Allow a short tune for  the od to permeate the 

strands thoroughly before wsng 
With thrs home made, economrcal Pol~sh Mop, it's 

so easy to clean hard to reach corners, under beds, 
behind radiators Out comes the dust and lint, cling- 
m g  to the mop as if to a magnet  

Shake of the dart out doors and your Mop rs ready 
to go after another load Floors and o k l o t h  always 
shme after a vlslt of your 3 In One P o h h  Mop 
Cleans and pollshes simultaneously 

3 10 One D u d e s s  Dust Cloths a re  just as easy to 
make as P a h h  Mops, and they plck up dust just a s  
well Use any soft cloth, permeated wlth 3 In One 

Thzs great a d  compound has 79 uses tn the home 
alone-lubncatmg all llght mechan l smwleanmg 
and pollshrng woodwork and metal-preventmg rust 
and tarnrsh All these uses, and many others, a re  
explained In a Dlct~onary of Uses whlch 1s wrapped 
around evcrv bottle and sent with everv s a m ~ l e  
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