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T 00 much importance cannot be attributed to 
the Internatlonal Blrth Control Conference 

whlch 1s to meet m New York, March 19-24, 1925 
There have been five of such Conferences m the 
past, the Fifth havmg been held m London m 1922 
But the Sixth 1s the first to be held on this slde of 
the ocean, and it 1s now the first time that the 
United States can claim to be the logical center for 
such a gathermg A t  prevlous conferences, the dele- 
gates came from the countries of Europe, from the 
Umted States, m t h  a few mterested mdlviduals 
from the Orlent Next year great and flounshmg 
Birth Control Leagues whlch m 1922 were only 
just commg Into existence-largely as the result of 
Margaret Sanger's world tour m the precedmg 
spr~ng-wll send delegates from Japan, Chlna 
and Indla Such leagues were essential, for Birth 
Control must be world-mde and not confined to 
merely the Occidental countries, ~f it IS to confer 
~ t s  promised blessmgs on humanlty It 1s true that 
for very many centuries the populatlon of Chlna 
and Japan were stationary But Western civlha- 
tlon has now mtroduced death-control Into these 
countries, and if thls mnovat~on is not followed by 
Blrth Control, it may prove to the world a curse 
and not a blesslng Japan can no longer contaln ~ t s  
mllllons India, wlth ever more mouths to fill, finds 
ltself on the brink of recurring famlnes Chlna is 
learning to keep ~ t s  bables allve, Instead of balanc- 
lng ~ t s  hlgh birth-rate wlth an equally hlgh death- 
rate The world stands m constant fear of over- 
population, and the only remedy consistent wlth 
our new morahty IS preventive Blrth Control-the 
subject of the SIXTH I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
B I R T H  CONTROL A N D  NEO-MALTHU- 
S I A N  C O N F E R E N C E  

HE Mlddle West and the Pacific Coast wlll 
both be well represented at  the International 

Conference Thls is the glst of the reports recelved 
from Mrs Anne Kennedy, who has undertaken a 
trlp across the Continent to arouse Interest m the 

commg event The Mlddle Western States were 
greatly stmed by the Conference a t  Chlcago in 
October of last year A Birth Control Commlttee 
of the Mlddle Western States, headed by Dr John 
Favill of Chlcago, then came into existence T h ~ s  
Commlttee serves as laason for the group of elglit 
States, and Mrs Kennedy reports activities looklng 
towards the estabhshment of Blrth Control Clinlcs 
in a t  least three of them I n  Milwaukee the group 
mterested has reached the polnt of plannlng for the 
openlng of a chmc m the fall, when Mrs Sanger 
wll be mvlted to be present a t  its inauguration I n  
Callforma, mterest m Blrth Control has been con- 
tlnuous slnce Mrs Sanger's vislts to that State, and 
over the border m Brltlsh Columbia, the Vancouver 
group, led by Mr  A M Stephen, has kept up an 
actlve agitat~on In close touch wlth headquarters 
m New York All these States wlll send delegates 
to the Conference who wlll make thelr contrlbutlon 
to the papers and discussions 

T HE callmg of an Internatlonal Blrth Control 
Conference 1s a reminder that Blrth Control 1s 

not only a medical problem There are problems 
that belong chlefly ~f not entirely to the doctors 
Such is cancer control, in regard to whlch there is 
no controversy of an economic, philosophical or 
ethlcal nature, and no question except such as con- 
cern the orlgln of the d~sease, ~ t s  prophylaxis and 
the methods of ~ t s  cure Birth Control, on the other 
hand, 1s a medical questlon only so far as regards 
methods of contraception It 1s not a medical 
problem when approached from the standyolnt of 
economics, polltics or ethics A t  a Birth Control 
Conference, economists, statlstlclans, advocates of 
peace, students of all soclal questions which concern 
poverty, the prevalence of sickness, dependency, 
delinquency and mental and physlcal deficiency, 
psycholog~sts and philosophers, and students and 
teachers of ethlcs have all a contrlbut~on to make to 
the subject I n  fact there is scarcely a reform put 
forward in these days of reform movements whlch 
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touches l ~ f e  so lntlmately or on so many s~des I t  hale to thew b~rth-rate and that the frantic efforts 
IS because of the uncertainty that st111 surrounds to encourage people to have mole ch~ldren are really 
the subject In the mlnds of many who have not yet expenditures of strength and resources at  the wrong 
glven ~t careful attent~on, and because of the need end of the scale The figures referred to show that, 
of educat~on and lnstructlon of even professors, whlle the populatlon of France 1s approximately 
educators and theolog~ans, that the Amencan Blrth equal to that of England and Wales, France In 
Control League 1s sponsoring the Slxth In t e~na -  1923 had 761,861 b~rths, as ~olnpared w ~ t h  758,386 
tlonal Blrth Control Conference for England and Wales But the French deaths 

numbered 666,990, while In England only 444,869 
most d~fficult problems face the B ~ l t ~ s h  persons dled Thls difference In the death-rate gale 

Government at  the present tlme These are England a na tu~a l  lncrease of 313,517 for the year, T W O  
unemployment and the housing questlon Both arc wh~le In France the populatlon was augmented only 
the results of an lncreaslng populat~on, greater than b j  94,871 I n  the first quarter of thls year, the 
the country 1s prepared to support Yet the B r ~ t ~ s h  lecord was even worse, for whlle the blrths st111 
Government In the person of I-Ion James Wheat- exceeded those of the Engllsh, there were 24,039 
lej, M~nlster of Health, obstinately refuses to re- more deaths than blrths Last year, In its efforts 
sand the order agalnst glvlng Blrth Control In- to lncrease the numbel of bnths, the government 
for~nat~on at  the Pubhc Health Centers, or even d~str~buted 763 mlll~ons of francs In bonuses and 
telling where such ~nforinatlon may be obtalned bount~es I n  the l~gh t  of the figures we have quoted, 
Instead Rlr Wheatley has just pushed through ~t would seem as though t h ~ s  money would have 
Parl~ament a hous~ng b~ll, whlch ~t 1s hoped, m'Ly been better spent In health campalgns for the sal- 
brmg about the bu~ldlng of perhaps 50,000 houses, Ing of chlldren already born, rather than In en- 
w~thln the next two or three years I n  the mean- couraglng reckless reproduct~on, wh~ch can scarcely 
tlnle, accord~ng to Rlr Wheatley's own est~mate, fall to lncrease the already hlgh rates of lnfantlle 
England IS addlng 400,000 people yearly to her and maternal mortahty 
populat~on Thls means that each year 200,000 
young men and 200,000 young women reach the W EADQUARTERS of the Amerlcan B ~ r t h  
marr~ageable age Already the overcrowdmg Control League occuples a su~te  of offices In a 
among the working and m~ddle classes 1s excesslve twenty-story bulldlng a t  104 F ~ f t h  Avenue, be- 
and lt would take several years of actlve house tween F~fteenth and S~xteenth Streets It IS almost 
b u ~ l d ~ n g  to catch up w ~ t h  arrears, even ~f no new lmposs~ble for anyone, who has not been In close 
famlhes were estabhshed What IS the outlook for touch w ~ t h  our actlvltles, to form any concept~on 
all these young people? On the one hand, ever) of the amount and range of work carried on from 
avenue to employment o~ercrowded, and onlv a these offices The League therefore extends a 
government dole offered for subs~stence On the cordla1 lnvltat~on to all fr~ends of Blrth Control, 
other, no houses-no home for a newly rnarrled who are In New York e~ther as residents or v~s~tors,  
couple There IS s specla1 provlslon In the bill that to come to Headquarters and to get better ac- 
preference In allotlng the houses shall be glven to qualnted wlth our work Along w ~ t h  t h ~ s  ~ n v ~ t a -  
large famlhes, a proviso that excludes from the tlon we also make an appeal for volunteers who 
benefits of the act the thrlftv and respons~ble people will glve them serlrlces elther for 7, regular number 
who have not lentured to brlng ch~ldren Into a of hours a week, or occas~onally, when they can 
world whlch offered them ne~ther a home nor a spare the tune There 1s always much to do In con- 
11v1ng What hope can there be of a Labor Govern- nection wlth our campalgns of education Many 
ment that penal~zes thrlft and foresight, putr a women find ~t easy to fold letters and leaflets, to 
premlum on reckless reprnductron, and blocks the fill envelopes and to do slm~lar tasks Such help 
ax enue to savlne knowledgel 1s of much value to us. and enables us areatlv to 

T HE theory of RLr C E Pel1 that the birth- 
rate falls automat~cally wlth the fall of the 

death-rate, and thrt  dellberate contracept~on has 
l~ t t l e  tn dn w~ th  the m ~ t t e r  recelves a severe shock 
from figures recently published In France That 
the French have pract~sed contracept~on for several 
generat~ons past 1s well known, as 1s also the fact 
that thelr rate of Increase IS extremely low But ~t 
has not been equallv recognized that the French 
have glven less thought to them death-rate than they 

extend our usefulness' Telephone us 2 ch;lsea 
8901-2-3-4 and let us know when you can come 

Our New York readers are urged to keep In 
mlnd the Birth Control booth at  the Wornen's 
Act~v~tles E x h ~ b ~ t ,  Hotel Commodore, September 
22-27 Mrs J B~shop Vanderer and Rlrs George 
H Day, Sr  , are In charge of the booth They wlll 
be glad of offers of help from volunteers Please 
telephone Headquarters lf you can spare any 
tlme 
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The Fight Against Birth Control' 

T HE long and b~tterly fought war aga~nst 
Blrth Control was descr~bed by Margaret 

Sanger In the July Issue of the Amerzcan Mercury 
I n  the opemng paragraphs she co~nments on the 
difficulty w ~ t h  wh~ch the ideas of love and procrea- 
tlon are d~ssoc~ated In the human rn~nd One reason 
for the d~fficulty 1s suggested in the quotat~on from 
I V ~ l l ~ a m  Blake w ~ t h  wh~ch she heads the art~cle 

" and prlests In black gouns nere walklng thew rounds 
and bindlng w ~ t h  bnars my ~ 0 3 s  and desires 

The art~cle cont~nues 
"For ten years I have challenged this union of 

~deas, and In that turbulent per~od I have d~scovered 
that 111 t h ~ s  great co~n~l~on~rea l th  ~t 1s st111 con- 
s~dered 'lewd, lasc~v~ous znd obscene' to suggest 
t he~ r  d~ssolut~on When the d~abol~c  wolds, Unth 
Control, first made t he~ r  a p p e ~ a n c e  In p r~n t ,  In) 
obscu~e l~ t t l e  ~ou rna l  was folb~dden the n ~ a ~ l s ,  selen 
Federal lnd~ctments were lodged against me, and 
I was denounced, condemned and hounded out of 
the country S~nce  that t ~ m e  books on Birth Con- 
trol have been suppressed, meettngs called to d ~ s -  
cuss the underly~ng problen~ have been Illegally 
broken up, and pol~ce offic~als, c ~ t y  councils, mayors, 
pr~ests, archb~shops, and other self-appomted 
meddlers have jo~ned In obstruct~ng and ot e r r ~ d ~ n g  
all the const~tut~onal guarantees of free speech 
T h e ~ r  methods have been of lnfinlte v ~ r ~ e t y ,  thew 
purposes audac~ous, and then orqan17atlon and co- 
hes~on adm~rable 

"These ten years of suppression and persecut~on 
have taught me many th~ngs Desp~te  the personal 
lnconvenlence I have undergone, I can now look 
w~tli amusement and a t  trines exen w ~ t h  tolerance 
upon the ~ncessant a c t ~ v ~ t ~ e s  of t h ~ s  new caste of 
thought controllers Pelhaps I really owe them a 
debt of grat~tude, for I have come to see that they 
dtscharge a useful function In our great national 
pageant, enact a p~cturesque and pelhaps even 
necessary role In our human-all-too-human comedy 
Without the a ~ d  of the~r  frenz~ed oppos~t~on the 
~ d e a  of h t h  Control n11ght never have been broad- 
casted to the remotest outposts of c ~ v ~ l ~ z a t ~ o n  

"It  1s not my purpose here to argue the csuse 
of B ~ r t h  Control I w~sh  merely to touch upon 
certa~n aspects of the psychology of these thought 
supples so^ s-aspects pelhaps unfnnl~l~ar to ni my 
who have never Incurred then enrn~ty - 

From Thc W?r Agumst Birth Control The In,cr#carr 
Mercury (Alfred A knnpf  New York) Bdlterl hy H I McrlcL<n 
and Cleorg~ Jean Nathan July, 1925 

I1 
"In the first place, let us recognize that In the 

ord~nary acceptance of the term, niorahty 1s notli- 
lng but the sum total, the net res~duurn, of soc~al 
hab~ts, the codlficatlon of customs Decent, con- 
servatlve and altogether respectable cann~bals find 
nothing ~mmolal In anthropophagy The onlv ' ~m-  
moral' person, m any country, 1s he who fz~ ls  to 
observe the current folkways Thus noth~ng can he 
so absolutely 'moral,' as Samuel Butler suggested 
as complete mental stagnat~on To th~nk  about 
someth~ng new is as painful to the true consen ~t11 e 
as to exerclse an atroph~ed muscle To  doubt tlie 
wisdom of t r a d ~ t ~ o n  1s frowned upon To ~ntioduce 
a new ~ d e a  1s to awaken a v~olent protest BIole 
than once new ~nvent~ons and d~scover~es of glest 
lalue hzle been pun~shed as crlmes aga~nst  tlie 
publ~c good 

"Contrary to a w~despread ~l lus~on,  110 solt of 
conduct among p r ~ m ~ t ~ v e  and balba~ IC t r~bes 1s 
more r ~ g ~ d l y  regulated than the sexull Custom 
controls the sexual ~mpulse as lt cont~ols no other 
and ~nf rac t~on  of the t rad~t~onal  rules IS pun~shed 
by the severest pennlt~es I n  cont~ast  n ~ t h  th15 
tyranny of the p r~rn~t i t e  mores c ~ t ~ l i / a t ~ o n  has 
brought about the gradual evtens~on of the splie~e 
of ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l  11bert) and of personzl c h o ~ ~ e  I t  111s 
subst~tuted heterogeneity In b e h m ~ o ~  arid thought 
for r ~ g ~ d  and rout~ne serv~hty to custonl 

I T ~ L ~ o s ~ ~ z ~  Sex S~LC?~LC 
"But d u ~ ~ n g  the past half cen tu~\  In the Un~ted  

States we hale been the n~tnesses of -I countel 
~novement AIan~festl\, ~t has heen ~mposs~ble to 
enforce upon the ebull~ent snd n ~ c h o ~ t e  g1oup5 
u~Inc11 make up our populzt~on nnv 11 u d  and fzst 
set of rules for sexual hehzr~or I t  has been pel- 
f e ~ t l y  poss~ble, howeler, to enforce s s t ~ ~ c t  s~lence 
concerning sex, and to forbid, under the t lne,~t of 
selcle pun~sliment, any flank or open tl~scuss~on 
of ~ t s  p~oble~rls T h ~ s  counter ~ n o l  ement, therefore 
111s been not so much an attempt to cod~fp and 
i i tual~/e sexual contluct mong  the popul ~ t ~ o n  at 
Large 1s an effort to control thought and speech 
upon the subject 

"Fit t\ -one T ears hzr e pzssed slnce Anthonj 
Co~nstock,  pat^ on s a~n t  of our I ~ O I  z l~ tv  mongel s, 
sr~cceedcd In hzx lng h ~ s  ps\~hosexu 11 h\ pel- 
nestheslz cod~fied ~ n t o  Stzte and Feder'11 s t~ tu tes  
Section 211 of tlie Penal Code wh~cli legzll\ l~nks  
contraccpt~on w ~ t h  ohscen~tv 1s based on h ~ s  cur - 



ously morbld conception of human funchons The 
only lawful justification of love, he beheved, was 
the procreation of chlldren Except for t h ~ ~  avowed 
purpose, all intercourse should be made pwshable 
by fine and lmprlsonment Unless men and women 
could prove the vlrtuous motlve of then cohablta- 
tlon, they should be-and Indeed I am Informed 
that in certaln sections of the Unlted States they 
often are-thrown into jall The Comstocklan 
leglslatlon agalnst contraception was thus aimed at  
those who held that, Independent of prospective 
parenthood, sexual relations had a leptunate ex- 
cuse and value of thelr own 

Anthony Comtock 
"Comstock, though he IS dead, remalns the 

archtype of the successful moral censor HIS fana- 
tlclsm generated a ternfic energy G a l v a m d  mto 
Incessant and frenzled actlvlty by the mtensity of 
his obsession, he dlsco~ered obscemty everywhere 
H e  came to be a national pontiff of prurlence Con- 
gress quaded before h ~ s  passlon H e  conmced 
sheep-hke legislators that unless  IS last-mute 
measures were enacted Into law, Amencan society 
would be hurled over the chff mto the abyss of 
eternal damnation H e  gamed greater and greater 
authority H e  swayed Congress and the state lees- 
latures, he became the moral censor of the Post- 
office, and finally he controlled even the port of 
New York 

"Havelock Ellis has told us that anythmg that 
sexually excltes a prurlent rmnd IS obscene to that 
mlnd Obscenity d o m a t e d  Comstock's m d  
'Men thmk they know,' some one has mt t en ,  'be- 
cause they feel, and are firmly convinced because 

movement the object of them particular enmty are 
totally Ignorant of what may be termed the classical 
tactics of suppression They are hke schoolboys 
playmg mth chemcals Where they have hoped 
to enforce sdence, they have been surprised and 
shocked by the force and repercussive effect of un- 
expected detonations They themselves are often 
compelled to run to cover Instead of sllenclng an 
idea or a book, they merely dramatize it Over and 
over agam they have worked rmracles of publ~c~ty 
that would have been unposslble to a regiment of 
press-agents 

"The Blrth Control movement In Amerlca has 
had the good luck to lncur the wrath of two distmct 
schools of censors A t  first the Comstock~ans fo- 
cused them attention on us But mth the passlng 
of that patriarch any experienced observer must 
have noted the rapld deche  of the Comstocklan 
school I t  has now become almost semle No longer 
1s ~t actuated by the stupendous frenzy of ~ t s  
founder The grandlose gestures of the Golden 
Age are now thlngs of the past The neo-Com- 
stocks are makmg, ~t 1s true, occasional spurts of 
actinty, successful malnly because of the feebleness 
of the hterary challenges to Mr John S Sumner 
But I venture to pred~ct that, In a future not too 
dlstant, there w~ll be a gradual dlsmtegratlon of the 
whole school Times are changmg We are no 
longer m the Vlctorlan era Desplte ~tself, Amen- 
can soclety cannot agaln bring to fruit so perfect a 
specimen of dynamic psychosexual hyperaesthesia 
as Anthony Comstock presented And mthout the 
unpelhg force of an overwhelrmng pathological 
prurlence, no nrtuoso of h a  cahber can arise 
among us - 

they are strongly agitated ' There was never any Roman Catholic Opposrtron doubt In Anthony's breast and h a  certamty was 
always translated Into actlon H e  hounded men ''Today the chef warfare against Birth Control 
and women, regardless of them & p t y  and good a waged by the Roman Catholic clergy and 
Intentions Because, a t  the age of 75, Moses Har- allies From the psy~hologcal pomt of new the 
mon published an artlcle d~scussmg rnatrunorllal fact not mthout its s l d c a n c e  For at  least 
relations mthout evaslon, he was sentenced to hard fifteen hundred Years the church has occupied Itself 
labor at  Leavenworth Through the force of h s  with the problem of lmposmg abstinence upon Its 
fanatla1 zeal and the mexhaustibIe resources of  IS ~rlesthood-an mte&gent and tramed body of men 
energy Comstock was able for years to terrorize who have been taught to look upon complete 
and anaesthetlze the hencan -d ~~~d mth I C I S ~  as the hghest ideal-and it IS not surprising 
his newly legal forged weapons, his tyramy became that such a class of professional cellbates should be 
complete Always he was able to work 'mthin the P S Y C ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ Y  ~ensltlve to the ~m~hcat lons of the Idea 
law ' of contraception Taught to look upon all expres- 

I11 
slons of physlcal love as smful, lt is but natural 
that thcsc mcn should combat a school of thought 

THE REPERCUSSION so dlametrlcally opposed to their own Thus the 
"In one respect the self-appomted guardians of opposltlon of the Roman Catholic Church and ~ t s  

Amerlcan morality m e r  today from them herolc representatives, hlgh and low, 1s logcal and to be 
ancestor Speakmg on the basls of my own expen- expected The phlosophy of Blrth Control Insists 
ence and observat~on, I cannot escape the conclu- upon the maxlmum of personal llberty in every 
sion that those who have made the Birth Control sphere of human behanor that is compatible mth 
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the maximum of personal respons~b~l~ty R~ght ly  on the ~nstruct~ons of Mons~gnor Dmeen, secretary 
or wrongly, ~t throws back upon the ~ n d ~ v ~ d u a l  full to Archb~shop Hayes! When I attempted to speak, 
respons~b~l~ty for h ~ s  behav~or It requlres hlm to I was dragged off to a pohce stat~on, and wlth me 
act upon the basis of reason, experlence and pru- went those who protested against t h ~ s  illegal and 
dence True morality, we cla~m, IS the outgrowth unwarranted abuse of authority The case was 
of experlence and of the exerclse of rat~onal ~ntelll- promptly d~smssed by the m a ~ s t r a t e  the following 
gence upon that experience morrllng The eccles~ast~cal ~nst~gators of the sup- 

Catholzc Ethzcs presslon d ~ d  not appear aga~nst me But the In- 
vest~gat~on wh~ch followed ~nd~cated that the pol~ce 

"The Cathohc scheme of ethlcs, on the contrary, who broke up the meet~ng had recelved thew orders, 
demands s t r~c t  obedience to the laws and prohlbl- not from pol~ce headquarters, but from the clergy' 
t~ons  that have been cod~fied by authority That "The boomerang effect of t h ~ s  performance was 
a u t h o r ~ t ~  declares In no uncertain terms that 'all indicated by the reverberat~ons In the press The 
poslt~ve methods of thls nature (contraception) are ~ d e a  of B ~ r t h  Control was advert~sed, dramatized, 
~mmoral and forb~dden ' I n  a Chr~stmas pastoral made the reclplent of column upon column of pub- 
Archb~shop (now Cardmal) Patrlck J Hayes ven- l ~ c ~ t y  Only an ~nfinltes~mal sectlon of the public 
tured so far as to assert that had been aware of the first Amer~can B ~ r t h  Control 

even though some llttle angels In the flesh, through Conference, even fewer persons knew of the pro- 
the moral or physical deformltles of their parents1 posed meet~ng m the Town Hall The clumsy and 
may appear to human eyes hideous, misshapen* a illegal tact~cs of our opponents made the whole 
blot on clvlhzed soc~ety, we must not lose sight of country aware of what we were do~ng  Even the 
this ~hrlst lan thought that under and wlthln such most conservative of American newspapers were 
vlslble malformations hves an immortal soul to be placed In the pos~t~on  of defend~ng our doctr~ne 
saved and glorified for all eternity among the blessed Letters showered m upon us Many new members 
~n Heaven jolned the League A t  a later date, In a much 
"From exponents of the ph~losophy represented larger aud~tonum, crowded to the doors, the meet- 

by t h ~ s  utterance the early advocates of B ~ r t h  Con- lng was held Thus our first nat~onal conference 
trol were prepared for the b~tterest opposltlon As was crowned w ~ t h  trlumph Indeed, the momentum 
a matter of fact, we welcomed such opposltlon, of the publlc~ty we obta~ned by t b ~ s  unlawful inter- 
hop~ng only that the battle m~gh t  be carried on ference carr~ed us over many months Instead of 
accord~ng to the rules of decency and honesty cutting off the publ~c d~scussion of B ~ r t h  Control, 
Ne~ther the theory nor the pract~ce of Birth Con- the ep~sode made the whole country talk about 
trol has ever been thrust upon women unwllhng to Blrth Control There were svmposlums, ed~tor~als, 
accept ~ t ,  least of all upon Cathol~cs W e  have con- letters from 'constant readers'-all of whlch had 
ceded to Cathollc and all other clergymen the full the effect del~berately sought by us, of keeplng our 
rlght to  preach then own doctrmes, both of theology Idea mterestmg to the pubhc a t  large 
and of morals When, howel er, the Cathohc clergy 
attempt to force the~r  Ideas upon non-Cathobc sec- Other Tactzcs 
tlons of the American public and transform them "Other tactics were Invoked by the avowed ale- 
Into lealslatlve act?, we helleve we are well w~thln "'eS of Bllth Control In a more recent attempt a t  
our r~ghts  as American c~t~zens when we volce our censorshl~ When a state conference was arranged 
protest The unsportsmanlike tact~cs and strategy In our opponents brought Pres- 
of these opponents to ~ ~ ~ t h  control may be Illus- sure to bear upon the Co~nmon Counc~l of that c ~ t v  
trated by two examples of attempted suppression -the members of which, unless I am llllstlken had 

all taken an oath to uphold the Const~tut~on of the 
A Frontal Attack Un~ted  States and that of the State of New York 

"Three years ago, as a fi t t~ng conclusion to the An ord~nance was ~ntroduced ~naklng ~t a mls- 
Flrst Amer~can Blrth Control Conference, a publlc demeanor to dlscuss the subject of B ~ r t h  Control 
lneet~ng was arranged a t  the Town Hall  In New In the c ~ t y  of Syracuse, and w ~ t h  but a single dis- 
York C ~ t y  The subject chosen for d~scuss~on was sent~ng volce ~t was passed To  beconle a law ~t 
the eth~cs of B ~ r t h  Control It was our alm to use needed only the s~gnature of the lnayor A ..lolent 
this occasion, not for ag~ta t~on ,  but to determine protest now arose Rlanv who had not h~therto 
the oplnlons of representatme men and women of shown any ~nterest In B ~ r t h  Control s p a n g  to the 
all professions Opponents of the doctr~ne were to defense of the const~tut~onal guarantees of free 
be glven a f a ~ r  opportunity to state them objections speech and pe~ceable assembly The mayor, finallv, 
But the meet~ng was summar~ly closed by the letoed the ordinance and the state conference was 
police, acting, as subsequent ~nvest~gat~on proved, snccessfi~llv held Bv t h ~ s  ep~sode the ~ n h a b ~ t ~ n t s  
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of Syracuse were not merely ~ntroduced to our 
~ d e a ,  they were In a d d ~ t ~ o n  taught someth~ng about 
the Const~tut~on 

"I nught recount almost ~nnumerable other m- 
stances of crude and usually unsuccessful attempts 
at  ~llegal suppresslon Hotels have been boycotted 
by such organ~zations as the Kn~ghts  of Columbus 
because the managers have purveyed luncheons to 
advocates of B ~ r t h  Control Halls contracted and 
p a ~ d  for have been w~thdrawn a t  the last m~nute 
on account of pressure brought to bear upon then 
owners Perm~ts  to hold meet~ngs have been re- 
fused by mayors or other c ~ t y  offic~als In c ~ t ~ e s  In 
wh~ch there was a powerful Cathol~c const~tuency 
Few pol~t~c~ans,  though they have sworn to uphold 
the Const~tut~on, dare jeopard~ze t he~ r  future as 
office holders by mcurrlng the d~spleasure of 
cler~cal ~ u t h o r ~ t ~ ~ s  who control the thoughts of 
thew adherents 

"It  IS hardly necessary, I hope, to re~terate here 
that we concede to Cathol~cs and to all other church- 
men full freedom to preach them own doctrmes, 
whether theolog~cal or moral But when they at- 
tempt, through ~llegal tact~cs, to force the~r  opm- 
Ions and codes upon non-Cathohcs they should be 
and w~l l  be challenged 

I V  
ENEMIES O F  LIBERTY 

"I do not w~sh to convey the lmpresslon that my 
ten years of experience hare dr~ven me to the con- 
clus~on that suppresslon 1s an unm~xed bless~ng 
It IS true that the ~ d e a  of B ~ r t h  Control has been 
made to thrlve by these 111-adv~sed attempts to ex- 
tlrpate ~t from the Amer~can m ~ n d  But ~ t s  v~tahty 
IS not merely the chlnce result of such clumsy, 
clown~sh nnt~cs If  we had not been determ~ned, 
u ~ t h  all the courage and stam~na at  our command, 
constantly, promptly and unflmch~ngly to chal- 
lenge the awumed author~ty of these self-appomted 
censors, our movement never would have profited 
nor advanced 

"Loohed at  from a broad po~nt  of vlew, the d ~ s -  
ad1 antages of oppos~t~on have probably outwe~ghed 
the benefits I f  a powerful eccles~ast~cal organlza- 
t~on ,  armed w ~ t h  the v a ~ t  author~ty of t rad~t~on ,  can 
countenance and even encourage an ~mpudent d ~ s -  
regard of the Const~tut~on of the Un~ted  States, 
the document wh~ch Insures to that organ~zat~on 
~tself the freedom to perpetuate Itself and extend 
~ t s  Influence, does the fact not set an e v ~ l  example 
to any lesser organ~zat~on or group wh~ch sets up 
shop to Interfere In other people's affa~rsl  Publ~c  
oplnlon In Amertca, I fear, 1s too w ~ l l ~ n g  to condone 
In the offic~als of the Roman Cathol~c Church what 
~t condemns In the Ku Klux Klan Today Amen- 
can 'pur~ty' 1s protected by an ~nterlockrng d~recto- 

rate of profess~onal meddlers, a bloodless but blood- 
th~rsty tnbe, scannlng the hor~zon for any and every 
outbreak of human passlon, gallop~ng post haste 
to the scene of every such verboten mamfestat~on 
11ke a t r ~ b e  of Ind~ans descend~ng upon a p~oneer's 
wagon Any Dogberry clothed m br~ef author~ty, 
any psychopath~c person w ~ t h  an 'obscen~ty' com- 
plex may ~naugurate the hunt I have run the 
gauntlet m t h ~ s  new Amer~can sport and I know 
how well the new I n q u ~ s ~ t ~ o n  IS organ~zed 

The Secret of Success 
"Sporad~c protests aga~nst the program of or- 

gan~zed encroachment upon the c~t~zen's const~tu- 
t~onal r~ghts ,  ~ n d ~ g n a t ~ o n  meet~ngs called by radl- 
cals, L~berals and mtellectuals when some book IS 

banned, anaemlc, half-hearted denunc~at~ons of all 
censorsh~p, campalps for free speech, so often In- 
augurated and so rap~dly dropped-such phenom- 
ena as these appear to me as one who has been more 
or less In the trenches for ten years, as not unsug- 
gest~ve of an awkward squad of school boys armed 
w ~ t h  bean-shooters, advanc~ng aga~nst the machme 
guns and polson gases of a tra~ned army Never- 
theless, as I have t r ~ e d  to show, a l~t t le  group of 
women under the d~rect~on of one who may be a 
fanat~c have been able to wrest v~ctory from t h ~ s  
army The secret of our success, ~f I may be per- 
m~tted for the moment to call ~t a success, 1s to be 
found In the fact that we have never wasted our 
t ~ m e  and energy whln~ng about our const~tut~onal 
r ~ g h t  to free speech W e  have s~mply spoken out 
W e  have asserted the truth as we have found ~t 
W e  have spoken openly, honestly, aboveboard, and 
w~thout equ~vocat~on or hypocr~sy W e  have re- 
peated ourselves, we have re~terated our tru~sms, 
we have been, perhaps, a t  t~mes trresome and bor- 
Ing, but by follow~ng that program-by saylng 
someth~ng and stand~ng by what we have sa~d-we 
have recaptured, for ourselves a t  least, the rlght to 
be heard I n  th~s,  I am conv~nced, we have set an 
example to others who have ~deas  to propagate- 
some of them, perhaps, of ~nfin~tely more ~mport- 
ance to the Amer~can publ~c than B ~ r t h  Control 
But so far they do not seem to be courageous 
enough to challenge an author~ty that Invades every 
field of thought W e  have, as a nat~on, not yet 
awakened to the r e a l ~ ~ a t ~ o n  that eternal v~g~lance 
IS the prlce of l~berty 

"V~tnperat~on of the pu r~ tv  br~gade may be an 
amuslng subst~tute for mah long and rad~o  con- 
certs for the ~ntellectually detached, and lnd~gnant 
l~bertar~ans may der~ve some satlsfact~on from mak- 
Ing loud-mouthed protests after somebody or some- 
t h ~ n g  has been suppressed, but such a c t ~ v ~ t ~ e s  con- 
tr~hute exactly noth~ng toward a cure for our na- 

(Confanucd on page ?6<1) 
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War and Birth Control 
By JOHN C DUVALL 

Professor of Sonology, Syracuse Unzverslty 

W AR is not pr~marlly an  human machination 
but rather an human applrcatlon of a prin- 

ciple based upon an inexorable law of nature War  
is an expression of an human attempt to control 
or mod~fy a natural condrtlon whlch affects all 
forms of life, both plant and anlmal Thls condl- 
tion exrsts because of the fact that as yet, it has 
been impossible for food supplies and tenable space 
upon the earth to increase m a ratio sufficrent to 
insure survrval of all of those who are reproduced 
I t  IS therefore natural that as conditions are a t  
present, all beings born into the world cannot pos- 
sibly survive 

The human specles llkew~se has the tendency and 
capacrty to reproduce far m excess of available food 
and tenable space Man 1s therefore subject to the 
same natural laws and condit~ons which affect all 
forms of l~fe ,  and when population increases be- 
yond the bounds of natural supplles the lnevrtable 
result is that famine, disease, or pestrlence becomes 
operative to check rts further increase 

I n  recent times however, as a result of the de- 
velopment of rmpatience and intelligence, man has 
developed certarn supplementary measures, such as 
infa~lticide, homrcide, and war, to assist nature in 
controllrng human population, and llkewise to 
effectuate thls control to s u ~ t  his own convenience 
and desire The backward races of India throw 
their excess babres Into the Ganges river, the 
peoples of Chrna expose their surplus Infants to 
the elements, and the ~nhab~tants of the frrgid zones 
are forced to klll off the aged non-producers so that 
the more fortunate may survlve 

Of course such barbarrc methods are abhorrent 
to the hrghly crvllrzed natrons The practrce of In- 
fantlcrde or homrclde can scarcely be entitled to 
civihzed consideratron, much less to toleration But 
these advanced nat~ons are nevertheless subject to 
the same natural laws and condrtions as cause the 
more backward peoples to drown, expose, or other- 
wise eliminate their surplus populat~on It IS there- 
fore ev~dent that as the highly civihzed nat~ons are 
confronted w ~ t h  the condrt~ons which affect all 
races and peoples, ~t likewlse becomes necessary for 
them to develop a means whereby the same results 
may be obtalned 

Diabol~cal Populat~on Control 
At the present time c~vlhzed nations are meeting 

thls s~tuatlon through a dlabohcal process of con- 

trol which is immeasurably more horrible than even 
the most hrdeous of barbaric methods I n  thrs case 
the system 1s not concerned wlth the exposure of 
Infants to the elements, but rather with the exposure 
of expensrvely reared adults to shrapnel fire and 
mustard gas Surplus babies are not thrown into a 
Ganges river, but the best of young manhood 1s 
drowned in a river of blood Also the dispatching 
of the aged IS obvrated by the mass slaughter of 
the battlefield whereby the same results are ac- 
cornplished 

But in any event it matters lrttle whether the 
method employed is that of the barbarran or the 
terrifying system of the crvrlized man, the results 
are the same in their ultlmate effect, as they anse 
from the same underlying causes Population 1s 
kept withrn the confines of available resources by 
the application of erther of these systems, whether 
as a result of natural consequence or human applr- 
catron thereof The various agencles of famme, 
disease, pestrlence, infantlclde, homrcrde, or war 
anse from the same rtatq~ral condrtion and untrl 
that cond~tion is understood and modified, one or 
more of these agencles must operate to accompl~sli 
its terr~ble but inevitable and necessary purpose 

I t  should, therefore, be clearly evrdent that pro- 
grams such as Leagues of Nations, drsarmament 
conferences, world courts, and rehgious fanatrc- 
isms, belng based solely upon such superficial con- 
srderatlons as polrtlcal, economic, or emotronally 
sentrmental apparrtions, can a t  best operate only 
to delay war rather than result rn rts absolute pre- 
vention Although such programs may be des~gned 
to approach the polrtrcal, economic, or relrg~ous 
ideal, unless the fundame~~tal cause of war IS under- 
stood and removed, unless overpopulatron IS pre- 
vented, the inevitable result will be a destruct~on 
of the surplus War  IS a means of accomplishing 
thls result 

Amongst the better class, brrth control has long been 
an establtshed practtce, and at as rapidly growang amongst 
the better educated workzng class citizens 

The  ouer-populataon of thas country as becom:ng a most 
serrous problem If the popfclntaon goes on ancrcastng at  
~ t s  present rate there as nothtng can save the country from 
anarchy U d e s s  birth control becomes more general we 
rhaU neuer catch u p  unth the hourmg rhortage-NEW- 
CAETLE SUN 
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God's Call to Birth Control Eugenics 

A L O W  cost of llv~ng IS not the only requ~slte 
to progress Dlmmut~on of poverty, however, 

1s the fundamental essent~al on wh~ch a h~gher 
average of health, culture, generostty, and capacity 
for useful happlness generally, must be bu~l t  The 
most presslng problem 1s to reduce the d~fficultv 
of obtzln~ng necessarles by removlng ~ t s  cause 

The radlcal vlew 1s that the h ~ g h  cost of hv~ny  
1s brought about rather by an excesslve accumula- 
tlon of wealth In the hands of a few, leav~ng an In- 
sufficiency for the masses, than by an Inadequacy 
of the total quantlty of wealth U n f a ~ r  d~stnbutlon, 
however, 1s only a secondary cause of the present 
pressure on the means of ex~stence whlch underlies 
the h ~ g h  cost of llvlng 

T h ~ s  polnt 1s convmclngly emphasized m the 
masterly art~cle In the Amencan Economzc Revzew 
for March, 1920, on the "Nature of our Econom~c 
Problem " Here Professor Henry B Gardner, 
head of the Economics Department a t  Brown Unl- 
xerslty, publ~sh~ng h ~ s  presldent~al address to the 
Amer~can Economlc Assoc~at~on, declares that the 
most trustworthy calculat~ons that have been made 
ale those of K ~ n g ,  for the Un~ted  States and of 
Row ley, for the Un~ted  Klngdom, both relating to 
the few lezrs just before the war These, belng 
Independent, yet mutually corroborative, are co- 
gent ev~dence of the approximate accuracy of both 
And on IGng's authoilty the ante-bellum annual 
product~on of the Unlted States was $30,530,- 
000,000, arnount~ng to a product of $332 per person 
In a year W ~ t h  savlngs necessaly to malnta~n pro- 
duct~on, and tzues, deducted, the product of the 
r~chest country la the world, equdly dlv~ded, would 
have y~elded only an annual Income of $1,300 for 
fam~l~es  of five Thls clearly, exen at  that t~me,  
could have furnished llttle more than the hare 
necessarles of healthy and decent eu~stence 

The Shortage of Wealth 
Havlng lesolved the H C L Into a pressure on 

wealth whlch, wh~le partly result~ng from undue 
accumulat~on by a few, 1s malnly consequent on an 
madequate supplv, ~t renlalns to cons~der means of 
allevlatlon 

Of the r x p e d ~ n ~ l a  for lellro\*Ing the sl~oltage of 
wealth, namely, lncreaqe of ~ t s  quantlty and 
eugenics-or fac~lliat~on of scientific blrth control 
among the least product~ve classes-~ncrease of the 
supply of wealth, In so far as ~t 1s pract~cable, IS 

surely preferahle 

World team-work m the product~on and conser- 
l a t ~ o n  of wealth-that alone, however, cannot pre- 

ent ever recurring crlses of overpopulat~on nor 
them calamtous, aggravat~ve effects-stnkes, revo- 
lutrom, mars The Impulse of race presematlon 1s 
often more Imperious even than the ~nstmct of self- 
preservation W h ~ l e  present Ideas regarding b~rth- 
control prevall, rnult~pbcat~on of population mll  
soon more than offset any surplus supply of 11fe's 
necessarles brought about by educatlon In pract~cal 
economlcs I t  must be reallzed that mstmct~ve 
emotlons are dlvlnely Intended to be controlled b j  
the Intellect In the ~nterests of human welfare 
Thls, as the later product of evolution, IS the hlgher 
element In consciousness Only acknowledgment 
of the proper supremacy-the Dmlnlty--of lntelh- 
gence, complement~ng educatlon m the ethlcs of 
economlcs, can prevent repeated pressure on wealth 
-future wars ever more colossal-more crazmg 

The Rule of Reason 
The rlght of far-slghted reason to regulate b h d  

~mpulse, for the promotion of human happlness and 
perfectlon must be recogn~zed Convlctlons aga~nst 
the havlng of chlldren who cannot be prepared for 
worth-whlle hvlng mthout excesslve struggle- 
such promptlngs are not superstltlously to be cen- 
sured Rather are they to be treated as d~v~ne ly  
~nsplred D~sinclmat~ons of the least product~ve, 
thnfty, healthy, generous, and othermse least use- 
ful classes to aggravate overpopulatlon-wh~le 
multlply~ng thew own m~sfortunes-such scruples 
should be respected as lnner worklngs of dlv~ne 
w~sdom A more enlightened attltude toward blrth 
control among reIlg~ous and medlcal adv~sers-that 
1s the only permanent key to dlmlnut~on of poverty 
and lastlng peace-to the greatest perfectlon, 
happlness, and progress of the race 

To  cease urglng the least product~ve and useful 
to multiply-to countenance lllnltat~on of blrths 
accord~ng to the parental earnlng capacity-thls is 
to gl~mpse the dawn of a golden era Those, who 
would bury the suggestion of voluntary b~ r th  con- 
trol under a flood of obloquy, court a succession of 
ever more calam~tous wars and of mult~plled costs 
of 11v1ng Tllell olily altelllatlve 1s a serles of com- 
pulsory reductions of the b~ r th  rate And these 
fleetlng and palnful relrefs cannot but be finally 
capped by pressure on wealth and land so agonlz- 
Ing as to persuade the hardest-hearted of the duty 
of birth control 
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As surely as the earth's surface is lim~ted, the 
ultunate check~ng of the birth rate was from the 
first ordalned by God The problem of the phys~c- 
ally, nervously, and morally healthlest methods of 
birth control must mev~tably be faced The m- 
tended relgn of reason over the blind lnstlncts is un- 
equ~voc?lly ~ntlmated Shall stubborn superstlt~on 
as to the supposedly purposed supremacy of bllnd 
feehng lnv~te further wars and aggravated poverty? 
Shall dllatory obed~ence to Dlvlne command be 
punlshed by the lnfinlte agonies of tardy, preclpl- 
tate, bllnd and disastrous modes of controhng 
b~rthst  O r  shall prompt obcd~ence m~nimlze the 
r ~ s k  of other wars and worsened poverty and wm 
the lll~m~table benefits of cautiously and scient~fic- 
ally instituted blrth control? 

Referable to War 
1t is unanswerably demonstrable that no efforts 

of human geruus a t  enlarged production, however 
strenuous, can conceivably make posslble the 
present rate of the mce's multiplication for "any 
lengthy per~od " ' The growth even of the most 
productive, th r~f ty  and useful classes w n  be accom- 
pamed by a more r a p ~ d  advance m food supphes 
for "only a very lim~ted time " 

Yet sc~entific birth control by circumspect eduw- 
tion of medcal and relig~ous advlsors may requlre 
generations to Institute Even now it may be too 
late to avert war for some nations, and aggravated 
poverty, serlous and prolonged, for most Further 
delay means not only the multiplicat~on of mcal- 
culable hereditary traged~es, but increased risks of 
another world war and of agonlzmg economlc 
pressure, world-mde and protracted D r  0 E 
Baker, Economist in the U S Department of 
Agnculture, warns t h s  nat~on that its greatest pro- 
duction per person is probably near, and possibly 
past, and that every Increase of its populat~on is 
hkely to aggravate the high cost of llvlng3 And 
according to Professor Pearl,' Amerlcan grand- 
children must face a much lower standard of livlng 
"even a t  the best" I f ,  then, an author~ty so h~gli 
predlcts such grave consequences, desp~te immedi- 
ate regulat~on of b~rths, what ever-worse wars and 
other ~lhrn~table evlls may not reasonably be ex- 
pected from any considerable postponement of 
birth control eugenlcs 1 

Only the most progressive medlcal experts w~l l  
concede the ex~stence of a sure and harmless mode 
of controlling b~rths  The writer has learned the 
practical ~mposs~b~htv  of ohtwning such an adm~s- 
sion from others Thls undiscriminating attitude 

I Appendtx A, Vol 1, Census of Australla, pp SS, 454 
2 Appendu A Vol 1, Census of Australla, pp UM 
1 Anisman Rnmw of Rsclamr Aprd, 1923, p 440 
4 New Pork Tcmm October 8, 1922 

of the doctors seems the greatest slngle cause of 
human suffermng There is, then, no alternat~ve but 
to express a reasonable conv~ct~on The encourage- 
ment of overpopulat~on IS unnecessary Unhealthy 
suppression of the most impenous ~mpulse can be 
avo~ded T h ~ s  IS not the place for lengthy proof or 
argument W e  may, however, express a confident 
behef-and one founded on weighty author~ty-as 
to the prevaihg oplnlon ainong the most en- 
l~ghtened experts When all the ev~dence In favor 
of an open-m~nded and exhaustive lnqulry IS in, ~t 
mll  be found that there are sure methods of pre- 
vent~ng b~rths mthout foregong the leg~tuinate 
pleasures of marrlage These modes, even ~f not 
entirely healthy or harmless, are a t  least lnfin~tely 
to be preferred to the colossal traged~es-wars, 
disease, countless burdensome hves-more or less 
directly resultmg from the indiscrimnate favoring 
of blrths 

Reason hvme m h g m  

I s  blrth control m contravent~on of divlne m- 
stmct-the supreme law of race preservat~onl 
Qu~te  the contrary Control of births would be 
practised under exceptional circumstances In the 
mterest of that same human welfare whlch the m- 
stmct of race presemat~on exists to promote The 
purpose and essence of the law 1s happiness, that 
preponderates in the l ~ f e  the instinct exists to mul- 
tiply I n  peculiar circumstances ~t is proposed to 
v~olate the law's letter as the only means of obsem- 
ing ~ t s  spirit The instmctlve feel~ngs have dlvine 
authority Yet they are but general guides to the 
good of lndlv~dual and race Reason IS no less 
divlne m its orign And the latter IS the later 
development of evolut~on-the h~gher element of 
man It is intended to regulate, guide, and control 
the bllnd mstmcts-in unusual cases to prel ent 
their defeating the very welfare which is the only 
justification of their existence 

Control Entrusted to Man 
Closely allied to the above IS the objection that 

hm~tation of births is an implous interference w ~ t h  
divine prerogative The mystenous has always In- 
spired awe It would be strange, mdeed, if the most 
miraculous of mysteries had not been a fruitful 
source of superstlt~on 

True, the actual processes of blrth are In God's 
hands alone But H e  preferred to govern ~ t s  ~nitia- 
t ~ o n  through man Else why did H e  entrust the 
latter to human control? Adm~ttedly, H e  d ~ d  not 
or~glnally glve man wisdom In thls matter But 
H e  endowed h ~ m  w ~ t h  the means of knowledge 
The case is but part of the general order Man was 
started m ignorance and consequent mlsery Thus 
only could he enjoy the satisfaction of learning, 
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uthzmg, and controlhg div~ne laws and instincts 
for the overcoming of human suffering Usually 
we assume that we are to take advantage of any 
access~ble knowledge for the promotion of human 
welfare W e  think thus to make use of a divme gf t  
IS to execute the wdl of a benevoleat God The 
mstance in question is pecuhar only m the sacred- 
ness of the respons~b~l~ty mvolved I s  this not a 
d~stinctlon demanding especially the grateful exer- 
clse of far-slghted reason for the guidance of blind 
mstinct to prevent the aggravation of human pain7 

W e  grant that birth should be controlled by 
God The point 1s that ~t ought not to he governed 
by God's lower nature revealed in man's sexual 
unpulse It IS infln~tely preferable that so sacred a 
respons~bllity as the creation of hfe be regulated by 
God's hlgher belng That 1s manifested in human 
lntell~gence aiming a t  the greatest average welfare 

But a more searching object~on may be ra~sed 
The fundamental positlon that pain is an evll- 
that ~t ex~sts only for the satisfactions of minimlz- 
ing it-may be attacked And ~f ~t can be success- 
fulIy contended that suffermg is good in ~tself, 
then doubt IS thrown on the just~fiability of b~ r th  
control 

Except only, nevertheless, where control of 
birth or death IS necessary, pain 1s axlomatically 
regarded as God's sign that His  law IS being viola- 
ted-as a dlvine signal to do whatever is necessary 
permanently to remove the suffering-to promote 
that human welfare which 1s God's supreme end 
for man Yet where voluntary death or prevention 
of birth appears the only escape from great 
tragedy, ne~ther of these is treated as obedience to 
div~ne command Inconsistently, on the ground 
that paln 1s a good-ln-itself to be gratefully per- 

petuated by cheerful res~gnation, both are passion- 
ately condemned as sins aga~nst God Under such 
circumstances, however, either act would control 
blind ~ns t~nc t ,  of race preservation or of self-pre- 
servatlon, to decrease human agony 

God's Loyalty to Happ~ness 
Acts to be cons~stently viewed only as answers 

to God's call to cut out mlsery otherlvlse incurable 
by control of blrth or death-these are held exe- 
crable impieties What is the explanation of this 
anomaly 2 Clearly the 'superstlt~ous feellngs of 
horror of death and of sacredness of b~ r th  Yet why 
do those ex~s t l  Only because in general the preser- 
vat~on and multipl~cation of l ~ f e  forward happlness 
Nor does that reasonmg seem sound by wh~ch the 
splrtt anlmating this marvelous unfverse is con- 
ceived as more active in bl~nd ~mpulses aggravating 
woe than in th~nking reason controlling such m- 
stincts In the interests of human perfection 

The most fundamental element in all insplrlng 
religions 1s faith In the underlymg goodness of the 
universe-ln God's loyalty to human happlness 
Are all the greatest relig~ons founded on sand? I s  
the unlverse one colossal he? If  not, the Deity is 
kind The inconce~vable burden of the world's 
anguish due to the war and to hereditary Imper- 
fectlons-this is the clearest klnd of a divine com- 
mand to resort to the only expedient that can 
rapidly and permanently remove the bulk of human 
tragedy The present sad crisls seems the plalnest 
call from God to birth control eugenlcs By no 
other resource can the pressure of populatlon be 
lastlngly relleved Only by thus taking advantage 
of the law of heredlty can the ind~vidual produc- 
tivity, thrift, health, unselfishness, adaptabihty, 
and usefulness of the race be effectually m- 
proved 

Overpopulation 

T HE present populatlon of the earth 1s 1,650,- 
000,000 and is increasing all the tlme This 

number sprang from the o r ~ g ~ n a l  two, Adam and 
Eve, or maybe we came from a couple of Bolshev~k 
monkeys 

Notw~thstanding all the hurricanes, such as the 
glaclal period, earthquakes, volcan~c eruptions, in 
spite of all the wars, religious persecutions, pesti- 
lences, epidemics and diseases, the human race kept 
on mult~ply~ng and lncreaslng 

Now that human thought tends to eradicate 
wars, science teaches the prevention of epldem~cs 
and diseases, prenatal care and the care of infants 
preventing the enormous waste of human hfe, and 

every baby born to be born to hve, we can easily 
surmise that in the near future population would 
increase in a st111 greater ratio, the earth mll  bc- 
come overcrowded to such an extent that we mll 
become packed up  llke the sardines m the subway 

Even now in Chlna, people lire all the vear 
round on boats because there IS no room for them 
on land 

Even now in England they are confronted mth  
a problem of about 2,000,000 surplus populatlon, 
and Australla does not want them because they 
need the room for themselves 

Considering that the Polar and Arc t~c  reglons 
(Cont~nund on pagr 870) 
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Gleanings 

I N boarding the electric tram for Alilwaukee, my 
seat compamon proved to be a young mechan~c 

on h ~ s  way to the "City of Oppoltunity " W e  
talked of L a  Follette, the present prosper~ty of 
W~scons~n, due to the enormous dairy business of 
that state, and finally a young man's opportun~ty, 
under the present economic system, for a happy and 
successful marriage 

"Marnage isn't what ~t used to be There are 
no homes to rent for $15 00 per month Look how 
much ~t costs to get from your home to your job 
and back every day Sixteen cents carfare and 
extra for transfers I t  takes all I can earn for the 
I D , board, room, a clean shirt and bed Now how 
can I ask a girl to t ~ e  herself to me on any such 
propos~t~on Say, aren't the girls ~ndependent- 
all of them hunting jobs, and keep~ng then too 
They wear up-to-date clothes and make a fellow 
feel he's got to make good Now how can marriage 
and happ~ness for both part~es be worked out? I 
know lots of fellows who cut and run from the wife 
and k ~ d s  because they can't manage the rent-and 
all fine fellows too Marr~age is a httle buslness all 
~ t s  own, and a fellow falls to make good in it because 
he hasn't studled h ~ s  equ~pment to make ~t go HIS 
expenses increase and his salary stays where it was 
in the beg~nnmg H e  doesn't think of that-the 
k ~ d s  comlng and all Does his boss and landlord 
po~n t  t h ~ s  out to him? No, they want marr~ed men, 
but don't help h,m to meet the problems that often 
break his home up Now there's a g ~ r l  right here 
In Ch~cago earnlng $18 00 a week, but we can't 
marry on what comes in my pay envelope, so I'm 
going to Milwaukee to see ~f I can land a b~gger 
job Hate  to leave-she's a fine kid-but I get dis- 
couraged when I think of what I want to do and 
don't see any way to do ~t!"  

I reached down In mv bag and handed him our 
pamphlet, "Can You Afford a Large Famlly " H e  
read ~t through and m t h  enthuslast~c gratitude, 
turned and sa~d,  "Gee, this is the first light I have 
had on the subject " * * * * * *  

I N the dignified and beaut~ful H~storical Budding 
In Des Molnes is housed the Medical L~brary  

for the State of Iowa It vas quiet and cool, and 
I wandered around the build~ng until I found the 
door labeled Medical L~brary  Upon entering I 
found, peering at  me from a table stacked hlgh 
mth books, a l~ t t l e  brown-wren of a woman w ~ t h  
sparkhg eyes and quick decisive movements 

E ~ e r y  rned~cal tleatise seemed touched w ~ t h  t h ~ s  
sparklmg personality, and she had equally galvan- 
lzed her l ~ f e  mto the en t~re  hbrary "Yes, I am the 
ploneer m t h ~ s  work These 6,500 volumes are sent 
on request to any doctor m the State-a travelmg 
liblary, a t  a cost of the postage only This keeps 
the doctors up-to-date I send them a list of new 
books W ~ t h ~ n  the past two years, the business has 
grown to such an extent that I now need an ass~st- 
ant When I came here, I found only a few Des 
Molnes physic~ans making use of this library Then 
this Idea came to me of reaching the country doctors 
too No  other State employs this method Yes, I'd 
hke to Install this system in all medical l~bralies 
Books on Birth Control? Certainly I'll order them 
1'11 send right away for your BIRTH CONTROL RE- 
VIEW and the Conference Reports and your clmical 
data I'd better order two of each It wlll be popu- 
lar Doctors are waking up to the quest~on I w~sh 
they would send me on to your Internat~onal Con- 
ference as a delegate I beheve so thoroughly In 
you1 cause I'll help you to educate the phys~cians 
-they certainly need it I'm kery glad you came 
in " * * * * * * 

T HE woman who sat at  my r~gh t  a t  a committee 
luncheon said "Yes, I'm for progressive move- 

ments I'm a Quaker, fought for suffrage for 25 
years and stuck by the W C T U all that t ~ m e  
They are more progressive than they used to be 
A t  the Convention In Ph~ladelphia, they d~scussed 
your resolution on Birth Control in Com~n~ttee All 
nat~onal women's organizations should be behind 
thls cause This IS a cause to help AlOTHERS 
Why do the women hang back?" W ~ t h  a merry 
twmkle in her eye "We have a hard t ~ m e  wlth 
speakers from the East Your women come out 
West to lecture on t h ~ s  and that and ask a h ~ g h  
prlce for educat~ng us Some of the lecturers are 
poor speakers and only use a lot of words They 
offer no help In solving any of our real problems 
Yes, I'll go on your comm~ttee " * * * * * *  

T HE telephone rang In my room "Are you 
from the Birth Control League In New Yorkt 

The Denver Juven~le Court sent me over to get 
some of your literature Can I get ~ t ? "  A tall, fine 
looking chap met me In the lobby, and asked for 
all of our pam~hlets  and leaflets to send to the 
president of a Woman's Club m Tucson, Arizona, 

( C m M w d  o r  gage 880) 
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IS BIRTH CONTROL A MAN'S PROBLEM? 
Letters From Men Who Thank I t  I s  

The questzon zs often asked W h y  don't the lnen take an rnterest m Barth Controlf 
While the vast majonty of  the letters appealzng for Bzrth Control rnformuttm and advtce 
come from mothers-from marned women who have already borne many children, and 
whose health and arcurnstances make the prospect of further pregnuncaes a terror, there are 
not lachng letters from men They come from huabands and fathers, who feel that at ur 
wrong to bnng chzldren znto emtence, unless they can be gzven a fazr chance zn lrfe W e  
grve these letters to show cmr readers that men are keen to know how to protect thew mves 
from overburdenzng wtcrnz ty  They prove that Bzrth Control, while pnmunly a woman's 
problem, afects the lzfe and happaneus of both sexes Men wz11 be happer, as well as women 
and chzldren, when snentzfic Bzrth Control anformatzon ur accessble to aU who need zt 

Threatened Wreckage 
North Dakota 

Havlng read your wonderful book 'Woman and the 
New Race," I am wrltlng you as a last hope of avolhng 
a separat~on of myself and w~fe We have been marned 
25 years, and durlng that t~me, my mfe has had nure 
chlldren and no less than ten abort~ons, even though we 
used all k~nds of preventatives we could hear of When 
my w~fe 1s In that cond~t~on, she, of course, IS nervous and 
lrntable, and has told me she hates me-when ~n that 
cond~t~on At present we are not hnng  together, but ~f 
we onlv knew of some harmless preventatwe, there 1s no 
doubt but we would l~ve happy and contented together, 
as man and w~fe should, after our struggle of 25 years 
Therefore I am w r ~ t ~ n g  you to beg of you to advlse me 
how to prevent concept~on If you mll only do t h ~ s  for 
us, you mll, no doubt, be the mcans of prevent~ng an- 
other wrecked home, and thereby, a t  least, have two more 
fnends for l ~ f e  I have spent lots of money and many 
days ~ n d  nights of worry trylng to find a way to avo~d 
concept~on, or hmng a doctor to cause an abort~on-- 
t r y ~ n g  to protect my darhng mfe from a fam~ly that no 
woman on earth could properly provlde for, and behevlng 
all the t ~ m e  that ~t was wrong to cause an abort~on The 
last one I paid a doctor $100 for performing, and gave 
a nurse $25 to care for her u n t ~ l  she was out of danger 
Now won't you please do us this one great blessed favor, 
and I am sure God m11 reward you 

Starting Right zn the New Country 
W~sconsln 

This mornlng I rece~ved a letter from my mfe In Ger- 
manv, In wh~ch she wntes me that the passages for her- 
self and our two children are bought and vlsa obta~ned, 
and she mll arrlve here w ~ t h ~ n  two months, and I should 
keep my savlngs from now for our new home here T h ~ s  

news makes me the happ~est of men, espec~ally because 
~t was so hard to obtaln I myself am ~n t h ~ s  country slnce 
five months After three weeks looklng for work, I found 
a job, $24 00 a week, and restr~ctlng myself to the utmost 
(cook~ng and wash~ng for myself) I could save $15 a week 
whch I sent her to buy s h ~ p  t~ckets 

My mfe's and my own highest msh would be t o  know 
about means to stop ge t t~ng  chlldren for a couple of years 
T h ~ s  1s for us the only way to get ahead We are marned 
slnce 1920 I am 29, and she 21 years old I don't need 
to descr~be to you the livlng cond~t~ons of the workmg 
classes In Germany, ~t 1s mdely known 

I dare to say that, although hard work~ng, both of us, 
we form a happy, hfe-worthy famlly But lncreaslng of 
the famlly would mean down-go~ng and both of us have 
been outlook~ng for the last year for means to prevent 
pregnancy In my search I found here In the Pubhc 
L~bra ry  your book "The P~vot  of Clv~llzat~on " I beheve 
I am now on the nght way In my search I trust t o  you 
to Instruct me--I bcg you for our happmess-~n nght and 
safe methods of B ~ r t h  Control I promlse you, I won't 
be selfish and content In knomng ~ t ,  but WIU become and 
contlnue a Lttle laborer In your great soc~al work 

I myself am the second of 14 chlldren, all ahve, less my 
elder brother who d~ed by my s ~ d e  a t  the war front When 
In 1917, I went home for ten days hohday, I was made 
acquainted mth a newly-arnved s~ster-baby I took cour- 
age and asked my mother would ~t be the last one Mama 
repl~ed me "My boy, since long myself had mshed a 
stop, but I don't know how, and pour father every t ~ m e  
sa~d ,  'In God's name ~t WIII grow up mth the others, and 
better so than comm~t a sin' My dear boy, learn you 
from the suffenngs of vour mother, when vou're golng to 
marry, and procure for your own ch~ldren a happ~er 
youth than vou had vourse1f"--and mama turned away 
and wept b~tterly I had to return to France after a few 
days, but those words I could not forget u n t ~ l  now 



September, 1924 

To Help His Mother 
O h 0  

I am a young man, just 19 years old, and have a 
mother and father h v l g ,  and have four other brothers 
and three slsters bes~des me also hvlng I am the oldest, 
and as we are foreign people, my mother does not know 
how t o  read or wnte ~n Amencan language So I have 
found out In the paper about you and am wntlng to you 
for my mother's sake, as  she IS only 37 years old, and 
had ten chlldren and two of them d~ed, and the last two 
of them were horn blue or about dead And she tells me 
she would rather &e than have another child So I am 
wntlng to you a long letter The youngest 1s three-and- 
a-half years old, and I tell you ~t 1s as hard on me 
Mother says that I had to start to work about, not yet 
15 years old, to help father to support the famlly So I 
would he much obhged t o  hear from you I have faded 
to ment~on that I have the book, "Woman and the New 
Race" and have read every word ~n lt, and also explained 
as much as I could to my dear mother 

Two Brothers' Stories 
&ssoun 

My brother lost h ~ s  mfe five years ago She was very 
energetic She gave blrth to the first chlld ln nlne months, 
the second In the following eleven months and the thlrd 
In the follomng twelve months She got very 111 ln gmng 
blrth to the thud chlld, and stayed sickly and gave blrth 
to the fourth m the follomng twelve months She con- 
tracted tubercutos~s, and st111 she gave blrth to the fifth 
child 

The fourth child &ed four months ago from some 
throat trouble anthln 48 hours The fifth ch ld  1s just 
hvlng and that 1s all, the three older ones are not what 
you would call healthy chlldren as they dld not have a 
mother's care 

I have been marr~ed for four years and have three 
chlldren, the oldest IS three years and three months, and 
the youngest four months old 

When we were marr~ed, my mfe was elghteen and I 
was twenty-seven She gave blrth to the first ~ h l l d  1x1 nlne 
months, the second in s~xteen months later She suffered 
very much w~th  the second She came near loslng her hfe 
and the child also She t r ~ e d  to nurse the chlld, but he 
was always crytng, and kept falhng off untll he turned 
yellow So I called mp old famlly doctor, fr,n my home 
town, and he examned the baby and found he had a cleft 
palate He was not strong enough to nurse, and we had 
to feed hlm ntth a dropper untll he got older 

After the blrth of thls baby my mfe was In a condlt~on 
of mlsery for five days She was as near a corpse as I 
ever saw anyone When I put my hand on her face ~t 
was hke a lump of Ice She remalned qulte 111 for three 
months 

The doctors got together and s a ~ d  she should not have 
any more chlldren for a few years, until she grew stronger, 

but that was as far as  they got They &d not e v e  her 
anythlng t o  protect herself mth  And she gave blrth t o  
a g r l  four months ago She happened to be strong enough 
to pull through, but I am a f r a ~ d  ~f she takes another 
chance ~t wlll be one too many for her, and the same thing 
mll happen to her that happened to my brother's wlfe 

Of course, after two or three years ~t mlght agaln be 
safe, but now, no We are the happ~est couple In the 
world, but ~f somethlng happens to my w~fe, I don't know 
what will become of me and the chlldren 

You certainly can make us very happy and save us lots 
of restless n~ghts, and I do hope that you mll be able to 
convlnce thls Government to put up Blrth Control chnlcs 

Mere Warnings Useless 
New York 

Some weeks ago I was waklng up Broadway I notlced 
a woman holdtng somethlng hke magazines, and as I came 
closer, I read m large type BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW AS 
soon as  I saw that, I became Interested and bought one 
of the coples After readlng ~t through, I found lt very 
mterestlng, and I agree mth every polnt brought out by 
the Blrth Control orgamzat~on 

I saw some letters repnnted, wntten by mothers, but I 
was surpnsed at not seelng any from husbands, because, 
In my oplmon, ~t 1s just as much busmess of a father to 
know how many chlldren he can brlng up  as ~t 1s of h ~ s  
mfe He  1s the one that IS brlnglng In the dally bread, 
and should know how much he can brlng In, and should 
see that the stop 1s made a t  the proper t~me, by helping 
to make ~t a law, so that advlce can be had when needed 

I am 45 and father of eleven chlldren, e~gh t  of whlch 
are hving That  1s m twenty years of marned hfe My 
w~fe 1s much younger She was gettlng weaker all the 
t ~ m e  and was warned by doctors that she was havlng 
too many bables, but only warned, whlch &d not do any 
good Finally when she gave blrth to the last one, two 
years ago, she became very slck She was hangng between 
hfe and death for seven months, and was In bed a whole 
year She 1s not well now It would mean sure death ~f 
she would have to gve  another blrth, where, ~f she could 
have been advlsed seven years ago, thls could have been 
all prevented 

When the prohlbltlon law went Into effect, ~t was the 
best thlng that ever happened ~n thls or any other 
country But when the Blrth Control mll become the 
law, ~t wlll be better than proh~blt~on, for I happen to 
be ln the ne~ghborhood of large famll~es, and I know of 
some famllles of seven to twelve chlldren, where one would 
be too many, and every here and there a chanty has to 
come to the rescue Therefore Blrtll Control should not 
only become a law to advlse, but ~t should be a law to 
compel such famlhes from bearlng chlldren I promse 
to do what l~ t t l e  I can to put ~t through, and I msh you 
and the comm~ttee the success to make ~t a law a t  an early 
date 



What We Str 
H E  C O M P L E X  P R O B L E M S  now confront~ng Amerlca as the re. 
sult of the practlce of reckless procreatlon are fast threatening to grom 
beyond human control 

Everywhere we see poverty and large faml l~es  golng hand In hand 
Those least fit to carry on the race are lncreaslng most r a p ~ d l y  People 
who cannot support thelr own offspr~ng are encouraged by Church and 
State to produce large fam~l les  Many  of the chlldren thus begotter 
are dlseased or  feeble-mlnded, many become cr~mlnals  T h e  burder 

of supporting these unwanted types has to be borne by the healthy elements of the natlon 
Funds that should be used to ralse the standard of our clvl l izat~on are d~ve r t ed  to tht 
maintenance of those who should never have been born 

I n  a d d ~ t ~ o n  to thls great evll we wltness the a p p a l l ~ n g  waste of women's health and 
women's l ~ v e s  by too frequent pregnancles These unwanted pregnancles often provoke the 
crlme of abortion, or  alternat~vely m u l t ~ p l y  the number of chlld workers and lower the 
standard of l ~ v l n g  

T o  create a race of well-born chlldren ~t IS essent~al that the funct~on of motherhood 
should be elevated to a posltlon of d~gnl ty ,  and thls IS lmposs~ble as long as conceptlon re- 
mains a matter of chance 

W e  hold that chlldren should be 
1 Conce~ved In love, 
2 Born of the mother's consclous deslre, 
3 And only begotten under cond~tlons w h ~ c h  render posslble the herltage of health 

Therefore we hold that every woman must possess the power and freedom to prevent 
conception except when these cond~tlons can be sat~sfied I 

Every mother must r e a l ~ z e  her b a s ~ c  posltlon In human soclety She must be consclous 
of her r e s p o n s ~ b ~ l ~ t y  to the race In b r l n g ~ n g  chlldren Into the world I 

Instead of b e ~ n g  a b l ~ n d  and haphazard consequence of uncontrolled lnstlnct, mother- 
hood must be made the responsible and self-dlrected means of human evpresslon and re- 
generation 

These purposes, w h ~ c h  are of fundamental Importance to the whole of our natlon and 
to the future of mank~nd ,  can only be attalned ~f women first receive practical sc~entlfic 
educat~on In the means of Blrth Control Tha t ,  therefore, IS the first object to w h ~ c h  the 
efforts of thls League will be dlrected 

Aims 
T H E  A M E R I C A N  B I R T H  C O N T R O L  L E A G U E ,  I n c ,  alms to en l~ghten  and 

educate all sectlons of the A m e r ~ c a n  p u b l ~ c  In the varlous aspects of the dangers of un- 
controlled procreatlon and the lrnperatlve nececslty of a world program of Blrth Control 

T h e  League alms to correlate the findlngs of sclentlsts, statisticians, lnvestlgators and 



socral agencles In all fields T o  make thrs possible, ~t 1s necessary to organrze varlous de- 
partments 

R E S E A R C H  T o  collect the findlngs of sc~entrsts, concerning the relation of reck 
less breedrng to the evils of dellnquency, defect and dependence 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N  T o  derrve from these screntlfically ascertarned facts and 
figures, conclusrons whrch may ard all publrc health and socral agencres rn the study of 
problems of maternal and rnfant mortalrty, child-labor, mental and physrcal defects and 
dellnquency rn re la t~on to the practlce of reckless parentage 

H Y G I E N I C  A N D  P H Y S I O L O G I C A L  instructron by the Medrcal Professron to 
mothers and potentral mothers In harmless and relrable methods of Brrth Control rn 
answer to thelr requests for such knowledge 

S T E R I L I Z A T I O N  of the Insane and feeble-m~nded and the encouragement of thrs 
operatron upon those afflicted wrth lnhe r~ ted  o r  transmlssrble drseases, w ~ t h  the under- 
standrng that sterrlrzat~on does not d e p r ~ v e  the lndlv~dual  of hrs or  her sex expression, 
but merely renders one rncapable of producing chrldren 

E D U C A T I O N A L  T h e  program of educatron includes T h e  enlrghtenrnent of the 
publrc-at-large, marnly through the educatron of leaders of thought and oprn~on-the 
teachers, mlnlsters and wrrters-to the moral and screntlfic soundness of the pr~ncrples of 
Birth Control and the rmperatlve necessrty of rts adoptron as the basls of nat~onal  and racial 
progress 

P O L I T I C A L  A N D  L E G I S L A T I V E  TO enlrst the support and co operation of 
legal adv~sors, statesmen and leg~slators rn effectrng the removal of state and federal statutes 
whlch encourage dysgen~c breedrng, Increase the sum total of d~sease, mlsery and poverty 
and prevent the establishment of a polrcy of na t~onal  health and strength 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N  T o  send Into the varlous States of the Unron field workers to 
en l~s t  the support and arouse the Interest of the masses to the Importance of Brrth Control 
so that laws may be changed and the establrshment of cllnlcs made possrble rn every State 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  Thrs department arms to co-operate wrth slmllar organrza- 
tlons In other countries to study Brrth Control In rts relations to the world populat~on prob- 
lem, food supplres, natronal and racral conflrcts, and to urge upon all lnternat~onal bodres 
organrzed to promote world peace, the cons~deratron of these aspects of rnternat~onal amlty 

T H E  AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE, Inc,  proposes to publ~sh  In 
rts officral organ the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, reports and s tud~es  on the relatronsh~p of con 
trolled and uncontrolled populat~ons to natronal and world problems 

T h e  Amerrcan Brrth Control League, I n c ,  also proposes to hold annual conferences, 
to bring together from al l  parts of the country those Interested in the varlous phases of the 
sublect, thus promoting the organrzatlon In every State of branches of the League whrch 
shall carry on the work of educat~ng the p u b l ~ c  and pushrngsuch l eg~s l a t~on  as I S  necessary 
to permlt proper medlcal rnstructron rn Brrth Control 

September, 1964 257 

Przncrples and Arms ofthe Amer- For zcan Bzni c ~ n t ~ ~ i  League, h c .  

1 



Btrth Control Reuzew 

Birth Control and Public Health* 

M A Y  I be allowed at  the outset of t h ~ s  dls- 
cusslon to refer to the fact that ~t was at  a 

meetlng of thls branch In October, 1902, twenty- 
one years ago, that I ventured to make mv first 
publlc utterance In favor of Birth Control It was 
In the course of an address whlch I was glv~ng as 
President of the Branch, under the t ~ t l e  of the 
"Role of the   ant^' A n  Apolo,~ and an Appeal," 
and I wrote 

"There IS another 'Antl' whose specla1 subject 1s 
the populat~on questlon H e  holds that large fam-  
lles amongst the poor are a f ru~tful  cause of poverty 
and ~ t s  attendant evlls, and he teaches that human 
belngs are not bound, l ~ k e  the lower anlmals, by 
the law of nature under whlch they must, once 
they are marned, reproduce them specles to the 
utmost extent of then phys~ologlcal capac~ty, re- 
gardless of thew abll~ty to nour~sh and support 
thelr offsprlng One IS compelled to admlt that 
such a doctrlne has much to commend ~t on the 
grounds of prudence, foresight and sollc~tude for 
the welfare of such offsprlng as may already ex~st, 
and certainly, ~f ~t were generally adopted and 
acted upon, ~t would greatly d~mlnlsh our terrlbly 
high lnfant mortahty Yet the doctrlne has been 
recelved w ~ t h  lntolerance so b~t te r  that few care to 
d~scuss ~ t ,  and, as a consequence, many people 
arrlve at  conclusions on the subject on one-s~ded 
ev~dence alone " 

A Sample of Intolerance 
It wlll be observed that the term 'Blrth Control' 

was not mentioned, the reason, of course, belng that 
a t  the t ~ m e  I am speak~ng of this term, whlch IS a 
comparatively modern one, had not been Introduced 
Into thls country As  a sample of the lntolerance 
w t h  whlch the subject was regarded, even as re- 
cently as 1911, we may clte a book ent~tled "Rac~al 
Decay," by 0 C Beale, published In that year 
Thls IS an exhaustive work, running to over 400 
closely-pr~nted pages, In fierce condemnation of 
B ~ r t h  Control and the use of contraceptives, and ~t 
abounds In such expresslons as these, many of them 
quoted wlth approval from other sources "Filthy 
practices," ''bestla1 corruptions," “abominations," 
"~mmoral filth " "Malthuslan apostasy " "pure and 
unadulterated selfishness," “revolting and terrible," 
"Satanlc gospel," "filthy merchand~se," "lncon- 
- 

*This address of Dr Millard was made to the Med~cal Officers 
of Health of the M~dlands England It was puhllrhed In Pub1:c 
Hsolth the  official organ of the Soc~etj of Medlcal Officers of Health 
The concluding part wlll appear In our October Issue 

celvable blasphemy," "eternal curse," "damnably 
wrong " It refers to Blrth Control as a "cancerous 
growth growng towards our utter destruct~on" and 
speaks of "children belng shut out from the ban- 
quet of l ~ f e  " 

Yet a man of the callber of Theodore Roosevelt, 
referring to t h ~ s  book, sald he bel~eved ~t to be 
better worth the study of every slncere patr~ot than 
any other book that had been wr~tten for years! 

W e  may observe that the new, clearly lndlcated 
by the above quoted expresslons, that there was 
something Inherently "unclean" In the practlce of 
contracept~on, was formerly very w~dely held T h ~ s  
has been one of the great obstacles ralsed by pre- 
judlce to the lmpart~al cons~derat~on of the subject 
whlch the earl~er advocates had to combat It was 
no doubt a survlval of the old eccleslast~cal doctrlne 
that anythlng connected wlth sex--even sex Itself- 
was "unclean" and only tolerated by the D e ~ t y  for 
the necessary and express purpose of procreat~on 

A Welcome Change 
It IS pleasant to reflect on the remarkable change 

whch has taken place In the attitude of thlnklng 
men and women today Neo-Malthuslan~sm, re- 
christened B ~ r t h  Control, IS no longer a tabooed 
subject, as ~t used to be, not to be ment~oned In 
pollte soc~ety On the contrarv, ~t has become dls- 
tlnctly fash~onable and 1s openly discussed around 
dlnner tables and over the tea cups In the most 
irreproachable clrcles Blshops and other d~gnl- 
tar~es  of the Church, em~nent physlclans and sur- 
geons, dlstlngulshed authors, gallant admirals, 
leaders of soclety, pol~tlc~ans, soclal workers, all 
find ~t necessary nowadays to be qulte au fazt w ~ t h  
the subject of Blrth Control and many have glven 
~t then cordla1 blesslng The most reputable papers 
and magazines, lncludlng progresswe Church 
papers, whlch a few >ears ago would not have 
looked a t  the subject, now publ~sh artlcles on ~t and 
open thew columns freely for ~ t s  dlscusslon, whllst 
books on the subject, especlnlly by women writers, 
deallng w t h  the practical slde of the quest~on In 
the most lntlmate possible way-the authors and 
vendors of whlch would almost certainly have heen 
prosecuted a few years ago-are now sold openly 
at  every bookstall 

Of course, ~t 1s not suggested that all controversy 
1s a t  an end There 1s st111 a sharp conflict of 
opmlon, and there are ~ n d n  ]duals here and there 
to whom the whole subject 1s st111 anathema, but 
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~t 1s poss~ble now to dlscuss the questlon freely and 
openly, w~thout apology and w~thout necessarily 
ralsmg hot passions and storms of moral lndlgna- 
t ~ o n  

Blrth Control, as the telm 1s usually understood 
today, ~ m p l ~ e s  the voluntary restr~ct~on of the slze 
of the famlly The term IS not strlctly sc~entlfic, 
and a better one IS "concept~on control," but as the 
term Blrth Control has now become fiimly rooted 
in the Engl~sh language ~t wlll not be easy to alter 
~t The subject may be approached from many 
d~fferent polnts of view 

whether Birth Control would be beneficial or other- 
mse to our country, lrrespectlve of ~ t s  effect upon 
the rest of the world There are many people who 
would be qulte content to see the populat~on of 
other countr~es stationary provlded that the popu- 
la t~on of our own country and colonies continued 
to lncrease Such people are Influenced by so-called 
patrlotlc motives whlch make them deslre that then 
own country should grow greater relatively to 
other and rnal  countr~es But  ~f thls sentiment is 
laudable w ~ t h  one country, ~t 1s laudable also w ~ t h  
others Closely allled to t h ~ s  sent~ment 1s that whlch 

we to touch briefly upon the following regards men i s  potentla] sold~ers and plns ~ t s  f a ~ t h  
1 ~h~ ~~~~~~~l~~~~ or ~ ~ ~ l d - ~ ~ d ~  ~~~~~t to b ~ g  battahons Before the Great War  there was 
2 The Nat~onal or Imper~al Aspect a very real fear ~n the m~nds  of many that any 
3 The Publlc Health Aspect falllng off In the rate of Increase of the populat~on 
4 The Eugenic Aspect ~n this country would be dlszstrous ln the elent of 
5 The Phys~ologlcal Aspect a war wlth Germany S ~ m ~ l a r  fears were felt m 

France, and were, of course, rec~procated bv Ger- 
We propose here with the many, wlth the result that there was a ver~table 

personal or the Ethical Aspect compet~t~on ~n blrth-rates comp~mble to the com- 
1 The Cosmopohtan or World-wde Aspect petit~on In armaments W e  have to conslder 

Here we are faced mth the question Is lt deslr- whether such a competltion IS healthy or otherwise, 
able that the human race all over the world should and whether can be endorsed by those who put 
continue to mcrease and rnultlply to the utmost the cause of lnternat~onal peace above that of na- 
extent of wh~ch, under the condlt~ons exlstlng, ~t 1s tlonal aggrandlsement Inc1dent~l l~,  may be 
capnble7 The answer to this question ln\~olves a observed that even In war quahtv counts for more 
considerat~on of the princ~ple associated wlth the than cluantlt~, and that wls the high blrth-rate 
name of Malthus that populat~on tends to lncrease nations Russia and the Balkans, which first gale  
faster than the food supply, w ~ t h  the result that out ~n the Grelt  War  
populat~on ever tends to press upon the means of 
subs~stence W e  hale further to conslder that 
more and mole of the older countr~es of the world 
are findmg the~ r  natlve food resources lnsufficlent 
to feed ever-grolvlng populat~ons, and consequently 
are having to draw upon the food resources of dls- 
tant parts of the world to an ever-lncreaslng ex- 
tent, and that s~mult~neouslv the undeveloped fer- 
tile areas of the world are rapldly d~mlnlshlng I n  
vlew of these lnd~sputable facts we h ~ v e  to face the 
prospect that should the population of the globe 
contlnue to lncrease at  the same rate In the future 
as has been the case durlng, szy, the past century, 
there would be a rezl dnnger a t  some not xerv 
d~stnnt time of a world-shortage of food Anv 
such shortage would lnev~tzbly lower the s tand~rd  
of I~fe, lncrease the competltion between the tliffer- 
ent natlons, w~ th  the resultant Increased danger of 
war, dlsease and fzrn~ne The fact that ~t rn?\. be 
poss~ble, by llnnrox ed methods of agr~culture to 
lncrezse the weld of the land czn onlv postpone the 
dav when the lnevlt~ble shortaye wlll occur for we 
are up agzlnst the ine~orzble Law of D ~ ~ n ~ n ~ s l i ~ n g  
Returns 

2 The Nat~onal or Imperial Aspect 
From t h ~ s  polnt of ~ l e w  n e  ha1 e to cons~der 

Overpopulnt~on nnd Enlzgratron 
As regards Britnm, the feeling has certainly 

been growing slnce the war that thls country IS 

over-populated By t h ~ s  IS meant that we should 
find the cond~t~ons of life less d~fficult for the 
masses of the people ~f our populat~on were 
smaller, or at  l e ~ s t  wele lncreaslng less rap~dly 
P~ohahlv the housing shortage, and the obv~ous lm- 
poss~bll~ty of oxert?k~ng ~t so long as populat~on 
continues to grow fzster thzn new houses %re bullt, 
partly accounts for thls feellng l lo reo~er .  the 
Izrpe number of unelnployed h ~ s  brought home to 
us the fact that we are dependent upon the markets 
of the world for tbe szle of those inannfactured 
articles bv lv111ch alone we czn obtnln the necessary 
supplies of food and rqw inzterlals fzoln abroad to 
support our tee~nlng nlllllons 

To  meet thls oxer-populat~on, orgnnlzed and 
stzte-a~ded em~grqtlon to our colonles on a lzrge 
scale IS 11e1nq w.umlr ad\ ocated in certaln quz~ters 
Unfortr~nztelv oui colon~es qle onlv nllling to 
recell e c~refnllv selected 111 es, ther  hal e no use for 
the old the welklr or the thriftless, so that elnlgm- 
tlon however beneficr~l ~t rnqv be to the colon~es, 
1s ~ z t h e r  an expensne and e~hausting process for 
the old countn~ illoreover ~t hzs never been car- 
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rled out and IS haldly l~kely eker to be carried out, 
on any scale a t  all adequate, ~f ~t 1s to  be a real 
remedy for ol er-populat~on 

3 The Publ~c Health Aspect 
The aspect of our subject wh~ch spec~ally con- 

cerns us as medical officers of health IS the effect 
wh~ch Blith Control IS l~kely to have upon the 
pubhc health T h ~ s  IS bound u p  w ~ t h  the study of 
vital stat~st~cs,  b~ r th  rates, death rates, illegit~macy, 
infant mortal~ty, etc Thls aspect 1s no longer of 
academic Interest onlv, but has become a suest~on 
of practical adrn~nls"&atlon It 1s b e h i  urged 
res~ect~velv that lnformat~on and instruction on 
thdpract~&l side of Blrth Control should, or should 
not be glven In connect~on with matern~ty and ch~ld 
welfare work, e g ,  a t  ante-natal cl~nlcs, and the 
Rlin~ster of Health IS be~ng appealed to by the 
n l a l  protagon~sts to allow or to proh~bit thls 

Undzsputed Pacts 
There are certaln facts whlch are beyond &s- 

pute 
1 The b~rth-rate IS very much h~gher among 

the poor than amongst the well-to-do I t  IS gener- 
ally beheved that t h ~ s  is ch~efly, ~f not ent~relv, to be 
accounted for by the pract~ce of B ~ r t h  Control 
amongst the well-to-do I n  support of thls there 
IS the fact that In Victorian days, prlor to the ad- 
vent of the B ~ r t h  Control movement, the well-to-do 
classes had very much larger fam~l~es  than they 
have today, Indeed then b~rth-rate was but very 
l~ t t l e  smaller than that we see amongst the poor 
today The fall In the b~rth-rate wh~ch has been so 
cont~nuous for the past half-century, has been 
ch~efly confined to the h~gher strata of the com- 
mun~ty Rloreoler, the fall In the b~rth-rate IS 

gradually lnvadlng success~vely lower strata, wh~ch 
IS what we should expect ~f ~t be due to voluntary 
Influences 

On the other hand there are those, notably M r  
C E Pel1 (author of "The Law of B~r ths  and 
Deaths"), who belleve that the decl~ne In the birth- 
rate IS almost entlrely due to natural causes, that 
there IS, In fact, a natural law under whlch fertlhty 
decreases as comfort and matenal prosper~ty In- 
crease Wh~l s t  not denylng that there may be some 
truth In thls, ~t seems hard to explaln, bv Pell's 
theory, the d~fference In the slze of the m~ddle-class 
famllv today compared w ~ t h  what ~t was in the 
V~ctor~an  era, unless we are expected to belleve 
that t h ~ s  natural law has onlv recently come Into 
ev~stence Nor does ~t expln~n away the remarkable 
co~nc~dence between the fall In the b~rth-rate and 
the advent of the B ~ r t h  Control movement The 
birth-rate In t h ~ s  country has been falling more or 
l e~q  cont~nucusly smce 1878, the year In which the 

Bradlaugh-Besant trlal gate such an advert~sement 
to the movement 

2 Another und~sputed fact IS the high degree 
of correlat~on between b~rth-rates and Infant death- 
rates wh~ch, as a general rule, tend to vary directly, 
although undoubtedly there are some strlk~ng ex- 
cept~ons It IS d~fficult to res~st the conclus~ons that 
there IS a causal relat~onship a t  work, and that n 
h ~ g h  b~rth-rate tends to produce a h ~ g h  Infant mor- 
tality Certainly ~t IS easy to understand why thls 
should be the case T'Vlth a h ~ g h  b~rth-rate, Infant 
life IS llkeiy to be "held cheap " Unwanted bab~es 
w~l l  not recelve the same amount of care and atten- 
t ~ o n  as those whose advent IS deslred, and apart 
from th~s,  with a large fam~ly and limited means, 
~t cannot be poss~ble for new arrlvnls to lecelte so 
much cale and attent~on 
3 A t h ~ r d  fact wh~ch can hardly be galnsa~d, 

is that a glven weekly wage, whlch will just suffice 
to malntain a small family of, say, two or three 
chlldren above the poverty line, m~ll  fall to main- 
tam satlsfactorlly a large fam~ly of, say, SIX or 
seven It is true that many worklng men and 
women, who are th r~f ty  and capable, do often suc- 
ceed In rearing a large fam~ly on an aston~sh~ngly 
small Income, but t h ~ s  does not affect the general 
truth of our statement Consequently, as long as 
the amount of wages mhich a man receltes bears 
no relat~onsh~p to the slze of h ~ s  family, we are 
justified In assert~ng that large famlles are one 
cause of pox erty 

4 A fourth fact is that too frequent ch~ld-bear- 
Ing has a detr~mental effect upon the health and 
strength of many women, especially among the 
poor, who hate to look after t he~ r  fam~l~es  single- 
handed and on Inadequate means Although ~t IS 

true that some women keep well and strong In 
s p ~ t e  of a numerous family, t h ~ s  agaln does not dis- 
prove the general truth of our statement 

5 Flfthly, ~t 1s ~ertalnly the case that very many 
women amongst the poorer classes l~ve In pos~tlve 
dread of becomlng pregnant again, because they 
real~ze thl t  an add~t~ona l  mouth to feed w~l l  only 
intens~fy the exlst~ng struggle for ex~stence 

6 TVh~lst we must adm~t  the great adxantages 
to the chlld of bemg one of a faln~ly rather thzn 
an only chlld, rt can hardly be denled that the 
members of a lalge famlly amongst the poor are 
often ser~ouslv prejud~ced and h~nd~capped bv 
hav~ng to start work earl\ In l ~ f e  

A conslderat~on of all the\e facts ~us t~f ies  us, I 
subm~t, in conclud~nq that I31rth Control tends to 
be beneficla1 from the po~nt  of vlew of the publlc 
health nnd t h ~ t  an unrestr~cted birth-rate tends to 
be pre jud~cial 

(To b aort*usd) 
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The Danger -The Remedy 
ME N everywhere tend t o  mul t~ply  t o  the l i m ~ t  of 

sustenance, and, slnce tha t  h m ~ t  1s a fluctuating 
one, a season of crop failure exposes them t o  famlne In- 
crease, crop failure and famlne, thls 1s the normal cycle 
of hfe for  an  incontinent people The  m a j o r ~ t y  of man- 
kind has always been and st111 1s In tha t  class The  con- 
s tant  background of h~s to ry  1s a succession of these cycles 
Where relations between na t~ons  a re  complex and con- 
fused, a s  In Europe, the sequence 1s obscured, and famlne 
and pestilence are  more or  less systematically commuted 
for thew more merc~ful a l t e r n a t e w a r  But  in the record 
of a he rm~t  country, such a s  was J a p a n  for two centur~es 
and a half, where war was excluded by organlzat~on and 
~ s o l a t ~ o n ,  the cycle was repeated with monotonous regu- 
l a r ~ t y  Men thought of famine a s  we do of death, a s  a 
thlng sure t o  come though you could not tell just  when 

Thls equlllbnum whlch we may falrly characterize a s  
the normal lot of rnanklnd has long been the cond~tion In 
I n d ~ a  and Clilna, aliere the efforts of ph~lanthropy and 
sclence advance the fighting line but galn no permanent 
advantage I t  was the condit~on In Europe throughout 
the Middle Ages, though here famlne was more often com- 
muted t o  war than ln the Eas t  I t  IS t rue In R u s s ~ a  to- 
day 

But for the last two or  t h e e  centur~es a favored pol- 
t ~ o n  of h u n ~ a n ~ t j  has been grantcd a suspension of sen- 
tence, a suspcnslon so long tha t  I+ 1s mlstaken for a pel- 
mancnt reprleve Durlng all these centuries of crowdlng 
and intermittent famine half tlie world was unknoan and 
>~r tua l l y  unoccup~cd Suddcnly this emptv norld was dls- 
covered and appropnated by the more favorably s~tua ted  
of the old world peoples T h e j  were slow to  realize the 
advantage, and but  a pa r t  avalled themselxes of ~t 

B U T  t o  tha t  Lmited pa r t  these d~scover~es brought an 
oppor tun~ ty  so ,ast tha t  ~t changed for  a time the 

fundamental lans of their belng As the barriers t o  occu- 
pancy were slowly broken donn, and the Inertia of the 
s ~ t u a t ~ o n  olercome, all the pcnt u p  energles of the race 
were released and expansion proceeded unchecked If the 
potato crop faded In Ireland, half Ireland moved over- 
seas If there was revolut~on In Germany the defeated 
pa r ty  came to  America If R u s s ~ a  persecuted her dls- 
senters, from the orthodox f a ~ t h ,  they found asylum In 
the new lands Each  year the movement became easier 
and the swelling tide increased The  new Ianda not onlj 
recelved tlie lmm~grants  but sent back food t o  those who 
remalned Thus, whlle Europe was peophng a new world, 
she doubled her population a t  home And still famlne re- 
malned a f a r ,  the ban upon lncrease seemed lifted Nature 
seemed even t o  have put  a premlum upon ~t Colncidlng, 
as the movement d ~ d ,  with a vast series of acientlfic dls- 
coverles and mechamcal lnvent~ons, and favored of neces- 
a t y  for a t ~ m e  bv the law of lncreaslng returns, lncrease 

of populat~on has for a century connoted an  Increase In 
well-be~ng Superfic~al thlnklng has been qulck t o  tnrow 
the time honored ph~losophy Into the dlscard and grasp  
the proffered optlln~sm Nature IS not n~gard lv  but 
bount~ful ,  famine is not necessary and therefore it 1s dls- 
graceful, a concom~tant of sa \ager j  and sloth Thua a 
cont r~butor  t o  tlie Boston Tianscrzpt makes the confident 
assert~on that ,  when our populat~on reaches the f i gu~e  of 

f 
two blll~ons, there ndl  be more food per caplta than non 
and we shall just be beglnnlng to be colnfo~tablt 

T "IS 
comfortable optimlsln leads t o  inanj ngreeahlc 

conclus~ons The no t~on  tha t  there IS pressure of 
population In Europe IS a myth If B e l g ~ u ~ n  Imports 
four-fifths of her food nhy can't the rest of them do ~ t l  
Why can't they house a s  many a s  they ha l e  s t and~ng  
room for?  The  sufficlent safeguard agalnst fam~ne IS 

enterpr~se, t h r ~ f t ,  c~ t l l l z a t~on  The  numerous populat~on 
of Europe IS not a source of hardslnp or dnngc~  I t  IS 

an  advantage-a source of strength T h ~ r  m a j  sound a 
l ~ t t l e  extreme as IS nont  t o  be thc case, uhcn a e  formulate 
Into dcfinlte propositions those \ague assumpt~ons t o  
whlch we comm~t oursel\es under the lend of lntcrest and 
predllect~on But  left In their usual haz) and unconscious 
form they form one of the major  prennses of our modern 
p s ~  chologv -H H PO\$ ERS, " 'Gla\ c Consequences,' " 
Atlantzc Monthly, Ju l ) ,  1025 

D 0 you know that Birth Control 1s the most monlcntous 
fact  In the h~b to r j  of n~anhlnd,  tha t  ~f n~sc lp  used 

t o  lncrease tlie b~r th- ra te  of the supcrlors ~t la the most 
effcctlve instrument for race lmprox ement a ithln the 
poner of man, but ~f nrongl) used t o  dec~ense the super- 
lors, nhlle tlie lnfcnors contlnue t o  brced n ~ t h  un- 
d~mlrnshed vlaor. it nil1 wreck the race tha t  tries ~ t ?  - .  

Do you knoa tha t  ~f l o u r  p o l ~ t ~ c ~ l ,  etluczt~onnl and 
economlc cond~ t~ons  permit ~ t ,  Blrth Control sill cause 
the pa t r io t~c ,  the p~udcn t ,  the f a t h e ~ l ~  and mo the r l~ ,  
those endowed b, naturc n ~ t h  riel1 unselfish instincts, t o  
beget tlie major l t j  of the nat~on's clilldrcn, causing an 
increase of morals, intcll~gcncc,  beaut^, un~clfisl~ncss and 
all tha t  makes a sound foundat~on for a great human 
breed, but tha t  so f a r  your soclnl and economlc forces 
have pushed these most prcclous of all r a c ~ a l  s t runs  t o  
the biolog~cal n all 

Do you know that  notlnng can pobs~blr improle the 
cont l~ t~on of the poor 11ke dec~cnsing t l~c i r  number* 
through an  extcns~on among them of h l ~ t l i  l i r~ i i ta t ion~ 

A E WIGG\\I, The h'cw Dccalog~re of Scrcnce 

Some sort of nzcdal ofcglit to bc gtven to J f r  Leandcr 
Colbert Gentle of Atlanta, rcko has ~ ~ 1 s t  prodrrc~d 111s 
twenty-e~ghth ehzld and hasn't czen worn out his second 
Wife Only eleven of the httla flock l~ave dred -NEW 
Y o ~ h  W o r n  
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Bzrth Control Ranem 

A Revzew by & Ralph Cheyney 
NIGHT,  by Harold Bramerd Hcrscy, profusely ~l lus-  

t rated by Elhott  Dold Privately prlnted for sub- 
scr~bers only by Eugen~cs  Pubhsl i~ng C o ,  Inc , New 
York 

L OVE has long been the favorlte theme of poets But 
sex, the fundamental fact  of love a s  ~t 1s of llfc ~tsclf ,  

sadly lacks adequate ~nterpreters  among the poets M r  
Hersey's poems collected In "hlght," a re  revclat~ons of 
the sacrament of sex H e  speaks of them as  the fruit 
of four jears' work spent In the "golden hght" of the 
present's greatest ploneer and seer-Havelock Ell18 
Here 1s one poet alive t o  beauty, a v ~ d  of t ru th  Psycl~olo- 
glsts, b~o log~s t s  and other s c ~ e n t ~ s t s  have f a r  outstr~pped 
those of us who are poets In tha t  very provlnce whereln 
hes our chlef respons~bll~ty the explorat~on of sex, the 
seed-bed of our emot~ons, ~magn~ngs-al l  tha t  makes us 
what we a r e a n d  the expresslon of the radiant t ru ths  
such explorat~on reveals 

Command of Imagery, power of concentrat~on, keen 
p o e t ~ c  vlsion character~ze the for ty  "Nocturnes" in free 
verse and the one poem In conlent~onal  form tha t  con- 
stltute this rolume Sent~mcnta l~ ty  or  cymclsm never mar 
them beauty A t  once cerebral and sensuous, they will 
be read wlth de l~ght  and t o  advantage by every loler t o  
whom poetry 1s not a closed boob and who l o \ ~ a  \rrtlt 
lmaglnat~on, ln tu l t~on and lnslght 

M r  Hersev wr~ te s  
Of "Dawn-A s p ~ d e r  neavlng a neb of ghtterlng 

l1eht " 
Of a drowsy blrd, "Wlnklng folded mngs  " 
Of a memory "L~ke  a love letter h~dden In a nun's 

stocklng " 
Of a girl "Appeanng hke another o r c h ~ d  tossed upon 

the ground after  a thunderstorm" 
Of a woman "Smooth a s  a candle the flame of her s p l r ~ t  

burnlng ever downward Into her lolns " 
Of another "Trcmbhng now because you have klssed 

her breasts and run your hands qulctly, quletly over her 
t h ~ g h s  " 

Some readers may consider tha t  he over-celebrates 
hands, espcc~ally "Shm hands tha t  gently praised the 
flesh or  fought a hundred scnsuous wars" Bu t  countless 
poems could well be wr~ t t en  t o  g lo r~ fy  each, however 
humble, pa r t  of the human body (hollest of holles) 

T h e  drawlngs and decorations by Elhott  Dold a re  
equally soph~stlcated, yet slncerc In tlicmt alrd L L L ~ I I I I ~ ~ ~ C ,  
and represent an  equally noteworthy con t r~bu t~on  Mass- 
lng h ~ s  blacks and wh~ te  much a s  d ~ d  Aubrey Beardsle,, 
Dold draws a llne tha t  1s voli~ptuous w~thout  belng VICIOUS 

There 1s one droll, fasclnatlng figure appearing In all of 
the dramngs that-well, get the book I 

A Revzew by A M Stephen 
I, A MINOR POET,  by Ralph Cheyney 

w E are passtng through a t r a n s ~ t ~ o n a l  pe r~od  In our 
raclal Illstory Therefore, we must expect the slgns 

of t r a n s ~ t ~ o n  to  be reflected through the plastic mediums 
of a r t  and l~ t e r a tu r e  My entlrc sympathy 1s w ~ t h  those 
~ h o  are  rcachlng out t o  an  undefined future and who are  
bravely strivlng t o  express the tumultuous, Inner urge of 
forces whrch are  modelhng a new age I n  the sllm l ~ t t l e  
collect~on of verse ent~tled, "I, A Minor Poet," M r  Ralph 
Chcyncy records h ~ s  ~mpress~ons  of hfe In thls chao t~c  
and bea~lderlng maelstrom of thought and emotton in- 
c~dcnta l  t o  the birth of the New Order 

There 1s here, In h ~ s  booklet, "flower and fruit of the 
flesh," somctlmes tlnted by the sunllght of dlvlnity and 
sometimes colored only by the dusky browns and muddy 
reds of Adam, the dust-born A t  tlmes, a fine, rhythmc 
hne, a brt of d a n n g  Imagery grants  t o  us a glimpse of 
poetlc strength and beauty Agaln, the impulse slnks 
earth-bound by a matenahs t~c  real~sm clothed In words 
whlch have no place In the hlgh regons of pure poesy 
One would wllllngly forget the phrase whlch descr~bes a 
woman's breasts a s  "empty, shrunken, wrlnkled bags." 
when In the next b ~ t  of verse she 1s l~kened t o  

‘6 a naked flame tha t  dances hlgh before 
the anarch w ~ n d  

T h a t  blows the unlverse along 
She 1s a fragrant  summer dawn, the hollcst of 

hol~est shr~ned, 
A soul transfused m t h  hght and song" 

I cannot help feeling tha t  thls Mlnor Poet, a s  he 
modestly terms h~mself, has become lntrospectlve by rea- 
son of contact w ~ t h  the art~ficlal l ~ f e  of a large c ~ t y  HIS 
gift of Inclave thought, h ~ s  eplgrammat~c style, h ~ s  capa- 
c ~ t y  for  rhythmlc expresslon would, ~f developed In an  
atmosphere of w~de-open, sun-l~t  spaces, slnglng waters 
and mountam wlnds, be productive of blossoms of the 
s p r r ~ t  a s  well a s  flowers of the flesh Those who are In- 
terestcd In studylng the strange and d~fficult waysby whlch 
we a r e  dlscoverlng the esscntlal ~ d e n t ~ t y  of soul and flesh, 
those who love t o  find one capable of expressing deftly 
and strlklngly the moods whlch are  usually dumb, those 
who w~sh  to  know more of the fasclnatlng dream-world 
lylng wlthln the realm of the subconsc~ous will want t o  
possess a copy of M r  Cheyne\'s collected verse 

N I N E T E E U T H  CEUTURY EVOLUTION AND 
A F T E R  By Marshall Dalvson Macmlllan Company, 
New york P r ~ c e ,  $1 50 

H E  keynote t o  t h ~ s  work 1s sounded In the openlng T chapter, where the author dssolves the generally 
accepted Idea t h a t  the evolutionary account of man's 
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orlgtn confl~cts w ~ t h  the Blbllcal account "God created 
man (Genesls I, 27) ," however, no method of creatlng man 
1s stated, and thls method has been left for  evolut~on t o  
explain 

The  chapters following present In a clear and forceful 
manner the b a s ~ c  laws governlng evolut~on and theology, 
convlnclngly demonstrating tha t  In the l ~ g h t  of Twent~eth 
Century evolut~on, l l~b l e  r e l ~ g ~ o n  1s not discordant w ~ t h  
sclent~fic evolut~on, but rather, the two should, and must, 
join hands In the task of human rcconstruct~on 

B~ology and cugcnlcs have been duly acknowledged In 
the laws governlng human evolut~on It IS regrettable 
tha t  D r  Dauson falls t o  rccognlze, even for a moment, 
the influence tha t  wlscly apphed prlnc~ples of Blrth Con- 
trol will ha le  on Twcnt~eth Century evolut~on 

The  author's g ~ f t  for humanlzlng his work makes thls 
volume of especlal Interest t o  the layman, and one whlch 
ought t o  pro \e  a powcrful peace-maher ~n endlng the 
latest warfare of rel~glon agalnst sclence 

E H L U N D  

CRUCIBLES O F  CHIME By Joseph F F~shman,  
Cosmopohs Press, New York CAUSES AND CURES 
O F  CRIME By Thomas Speed Mosby, C F Mosby 
Co , S t  LOUIS, Mo 

M R FISHMAN, the author of the first of these two 
volumcs, was for many years a federal inspector of 

prlsons, and wrltes from personal observatron In all par t s  
of the Un~ ted  States The  "cruc~bles of cnme," of whlch 
he wntes, prove t o  be the prlsons themselves Of the 
federnl and state prlsons and penltentlanes he generallj 
speaks well, but the county and local jails leave much t o  
be deslrcd The  bulk of the volume 1s devoted t o  a descnp- 
t ~ o n  of tlielr filtlilness and VICIOUS Influence upon prisoners 

Hence the sub-t~t le  of thc book-"The Shocklng Story  of 
the Amcrrcan Ja l l  " M r  F~shman  concludes w t h  some 
admirable suggcstlons for the lmpro\emcnt of our local 
system of temporary llnprlsonment 

The  second volume 1s of a very dtffcrent character It 
1s a ph~losopli~cal  dlscuss~on of the psychology of crlme 
and pun~shmcnt W r ~ t t e n  a ~ t h o u t  knowledge of the more 
recent developments In the sclcnce of Psychology and 
Soclal Psychology, ~t scrlcs rather a s  a convenient sum- 
mary of the best thought In the ficlds of c r~m~nologv and 
pcnologv a decade ago, than a s  a construct~ve contnbu- 
t ~ o n  t o  the contemporary study of these suh~cc t s  

A N HOLCOMBE 

MYSTICISM, FREUDIAhTIShf A N D  SCIENTIFIC  
PSYCHOLOGY BI K n ~ g h t  Dunlap, S t  LOUIS, C V 
Alosby Companj, 1920 

I N Chapter I of thls llttle book, Professor Dunlap 
presents a very clear statement of Mys t~c~sm,  Freud- 

lanlsm and Sctent~fic Psychologv a thlrd klnd of 

knowledge tha t  cannot be demonstrated, cannot be es- 
plalned, and tha t  groas  out of so~nethlng beyond sense 
One feels tha t  a proposlt~on 1s t rue and 1s sat~sfied therc- 
w ~ t h  Then one 1s a mys t~c  

There a re  many forms of pseudo-myst~c~sm One of 
the most recent 1s tha t  tha t  has been fo~sted by D r  Freud 
and hls followers, the psycho-analjsts Psjcho-analjsls, 
according t o  Professor Dunlap, defies all e f f o ~ t  a t  sclcn- 
t~ f i c  statement There 1s no method of control tha t  the 
psycho-analysts, themselves, can suggest I t  IS, therefore, 
~mposs~ble t o  rcpeat a psycho-analyt~c test, and conse 
quently psjcho-analys~s has no place In the literature of 
sclence 

The  volume conta~ns  but three chapters, the first on 
"Mystlc~sm," the second on "Freud and the P s ~ c h o -  
Analysts " I n  the thlrd, on "The Foundat~ons of Sc~entl- 
fic Psychology," the author lays donn very clearly tllt 
cond~ t~ons  In whlch psjchologj a s  a sclence may gron 
I t  1s a more than usually useful l ~ t t l e  book for the general 
reader who honestly wants t o  knon uha t  are the bach- 
grounds and the surroundings of thls psycho-nnaljs~s 
tha t  1s upon everybody's hps 

ROBEET H GAULT 

SOCIAL PROBLEMS-A S t u d j  of Present Dav Soclal 
C o n d ~ t ~ o n s  B y  Ezra  Thaycr Towne, New York, The  
Macmlllan Company 

THE revlscd edltlon of Professor Towne's "Soclal 
Problems" forms an  e\ccllcnt, ~f somcaliat colorless 

compllat~on for thc use of h ~ g h  school or  collcge students 
I n  ~ t ,  he discusses populat~on,  ~ r n m ~ g m t ~ o n ,  varlous 
aspects of defectlreness, crlme and punrshmcnt, po \cr t j ,  
and conservation of resources and of l ~ f e  There a re  t n o  
polnts In whlch the rcvlslon hns farlcd t o  b ~ i n g  the book 
up  t o  modern c o n d ~ t ~ o n s  The  scct~on on prol i~blt~on,  
although the passage of the E~ghtccnth Anlcndment 1s 
noted, Ignores entlrcll tlie many problcn~s slilch the en- 
forcemcnt or  non-enforcement of na t~onal  pro l i tb~t~on hns 
created Also slnce the first pub l~ca t~on  of the book In 
1916, the qucstlon of kccplng aorld populat~on n~ t l i l n  the 
menns of subs~stcncc has assumed nLa lmpo1 tancc and has 
become a real problem evcn In the G n ~ t c d  S t l t c s  Pro- 
fessor Toane  d~scusscs marllagc and d ~ \ o r c c  n ~ t l ~ o o t  
alludlng t o  the demand of women for the r~gl i t  t o  control 
them own poners of rcproduct~on, lust as  Iic d~scusses 
population wlthout rcgard t o  the d~ffcrcntlnl b ~ t n c c n  the 
blrth and dcath mtcs, and the Inc\~tablc conscqucnces of 
such a d~ffcrcntlal In  fact, he n ~ l t c s  a s  ~f IIC had ncler 
heard of tlie movemcnt for Blrth Control, e ~ t h e r  on ~ t s  
cconornrc or  ~ t s  v ~ t a l  s ~ d c  A fcw \cars  licncc ~t all1 be a 
matter of astonlshmcnt tha t  a hook on Soclal Problcms 
could be publlshcd In the year 1024, with the complete 
omlsslon of one of the greatest, ~f not the greatest of these 
problems 

\GI' 
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PERIODICALS 

Chrld Health (New York), In ~ t s  Ju ly  Issue, e v e s  a 
bnef account of the Na t~ona l  Conference of Soc~a l  Work 
whlch was held a t  Toronto, June  25th t o  Ju ly  2nd It 18 

difficult t o  feel much Interest o r  confidence In a Conference 
whlch delrberately Ignores the prlmary cause of so much 
of the s~ckness, poverty, h ~ g h  Infant mortaltty, and pre- 
valence of phys~cal, mental and moral defectiveness It 
1s a fact, however, tha t  Blrth Control found no place ~n 
the Conference Programme 

The  campalgn agalnst abo r t~on  In Germany 1s de- 
scribed by F W Stella Browne In The New Generatcon 
(London) for Ju ly  She tells of the prosecution of 600 
women who had app l~ed  for  rel~ef t o  a quack named Hem- 
zer Thls  quack, af ter  taking them money, betrayed the 
women t o  the government A s~ml lar  campatgn was car- 
rled on In Wurtenburg last year, but out of 2,000 cases 
~nxestlgated by the pol~ce  only SIX were brought Into 
court Saxony, more enl~ghtened than the other pronnces, 
Issued an  amnesty for all women who under the stress of 
poverty and hunger had been gullty of abor t~on 

Today's Housewtfe (New York),  1s pvlng  a serles of 
p~ctures  of large famllles Whether these a re  Intended as 
honorable ment~on o r  dreadful examples 1s not stated, but 
few fathers or  mothers would be spurred t o  emulat~on by 
the s ~ g h t  of these over-grown f a m l ~ e s  

extra work for  a woman a s  on a fa rm? And when 
our bab~es  a re  born ~t IS rarely posslble t o  get help We 
are  lucky ~f we can get anyone t o  s tay two weeks Then 
we must take u p  the work agaln w ~ t h  the addltlonal mem- 
ber t o  care for  I s  ~t strange tha t  we compla~n of large 
famllles? I am agalnst the ma te rn~ ty  bill Better spcnd 
the money t o  e v e  B ~ r t h  Control lnformat~on so tha t  these 
poor unwanted bab~es  need never be born Among my 
acquaintances I have yet t o  find the first one who IS 

opposed t o  Blr th Control for herself" 

The  Modern Reutew (Calcutta) for July, contams an 
lnterestlng account of the change tn the famllv In Indla, 
a s  seen by R K Mukerjee New Ideals a re  contending 
wlth the older morahty, but the author IS hopeful of the 
outcome "The asce t~c  frenzy has passcd," he wntes, "but 
the new tradltlon of a healthy abundant sex-hfe has not 
yet evolved I n d ~ a  has bulk up  a rlch t r a d ~ t ~ o n  of s a n ~ t y  
In sex, and t h ~ s  must now be marshalled for lndlvlduals of 
every degree of educat~on and soc~al  level, so t ha t  the 
present phase of degeneration of famlly and marrlage 
may qulckly glve place t o  a new type of famlly and 
marnage " 

I n  the Ju ly  Issue of the Eugentcs Revtew (London), 
Major  Leonard Darwln discusses "The Future of the 
Race" H e  lays stress on the danger attending the pro- 
posal t o  l~ghten  the burden of rearlng a large famlly 
Two results. he uredlcts, would follow "In the first 

The  Vegetarian Magazcne (Jullaetta, Idaho), e v e s  a place there would ensue a great  Increase In the popula- 

f r~endly  send-off t o  the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW In ~ t s  Ju ly  t ~ o n ,  together n ~ t h  an  lnev~tablc lowerlng of the standard 

Issue W e  are grateful for  the a ~ d  ~t 1s glvlng t o  the cause llV1"g In the second place there are good for 

of Birth Control ~n the wide territory through which ~t anticipating that trns increase In Occur 

t o  the greatest extent amongst the lnferlor types" circulates 

The  St ra t ford  Monthly (Boston) for  August, pnn t s  BOOKS RECEIVED 
a n  artlcle on "Germany from Day to  Day," by Barret t  
H Clark There a re  many gllmpses of life-fine and sor- 
d ~ d ,  and lnc~dentally we are  shown how low pay  and lack 
of houslng operate t o  encourage Blrth Control We are 
shown Her r  B , a gove~nment employe, t rylng for three 
years t o  "find two rooms a t  the rate  he now pays for one, 
In order tha t  h ~ s  w ~ f e  may have a baby" Lacklng the 
necessary room, they do mthout  the chlld 

The  Nataonal Leader of Mlnneapohs has been opemng 
~ t s  columns t o  a dlscuss~on of Blrth Control The  dls- 
cusaon aroused wlde Interest among the farm women of 
the M~ddle  and F a r  West, through whlch w ~ d e  t e r r ~ t o r y  
the Leader c~rculates The  Edltor  was scrupulously falr  
In prlntlng letters represent~ng both s~des  But ~t 1s clear 
tha t  the demand for Blr th Control among the farm 
women 1s almost universal, whatever a t t ~ t u d e  the n r ~ t e r s  
may take on the adv~sab l l~ ty  of pubhc dlscuss~on of the 
subject Here IS a reprsentatlve letter from South 
Dakota "As f a r  as  I can tell, farm women are not 
dlvlded on the subject-they are all In favor of ~ t ,  and 
they have good reason t o  be Where 1s there so much 

From Longmans, Green & C o ,  New York Au ILTER- 
N A T I O ~ A L  YEAR Boox OF CHILD CARE AND PROTECTIO\, 
complled by E d  Fuller The  P r o c e e d ~ n ~ s  of C 0 P E C 

From S Ganesan, Tnphcane,  Madras, I n d ~ a  A GUIDE 
TO HEALTH, by Mahatma G a n d h ~  

I f  care of our descent perplex ua most, 
Whach must be born t o  certam woe, devour'd 
B y  Death a t  last,  and mrserable rt $8, 
T o  be to others cause of mrsery, 
Our o m  begotten, and of our lozns to brzng 
In to  thcs curoed world a woeful race, 
Tha t  af ter  wretched lrfe must be a t  last 
Food fo r  so foul a monster, m thy power 
I t  lees, yet ere conceptron, to prevent 
The race unbleot, to bezng yet unbegot 
Chrldless thou a r t ,  ch8ldless remorn so Death 
Shall be decoved hrr glut, and w ~ t h  us two 
B6 forced to aatrafy h u  ravenous maw 

-hh~ow--Eve t o  Adam-"Parahse Lost " 
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What Every Glrl Should Know - $1 50 
New Revised Edttton 

Woman and the New Race - - - 
The most wldely rcad book on B ~ r t h  Control In the 
world 

The Plvot of Clvlllzat~on - - - $2 00 
Every one tntercated In Sociology Economlca or  In 
a happlcr future for  the world should read t h ~ r  book 
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News Notes 
UNITED STATES 

New York 
THE course on Sex Education a t  Teachers 
College, Columbia University, was gipen this sum- 
mer by educators who are recog~uzed authorit~es 
on each phase of the subject Effect~ve methods for 
the teaching of sex hygiene In the public schools 
were discussed by a representative of the Public 
Health Serv~ce, w ~ t h  the aid of a motion picture 
film There is a growing feellng that teachers 
should understand the psychology of the adolescent 
and be able to help then puplls in solv~ng their sex 
problems 

- 

YOU CAN HELP- 
Send today for these 

FREE LEAFLETS 
And pass them on to your frtends and neaghbors, to your 
pastor your doctor, your pvhlze library 

The Greatest Need m Arner~ca 
The mothers themselves tell of therr need 

Can You Afford a Large Family? 
Ask thls questton before you dectde to have an 
other chdd 

One Hundred Years of B~rth Control 
It has taken a hundred yeara to reach the present 
stage but you can help to make a complete triumph 
In leas than ten yeara more 

Books Worth Readlng on Blrth Control, 
Population and Sex 

Eapec~ally suntable to glve to pastors educators and 
Publ~c  Ltbrarres 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 Ftfth Avenue Now York Ctty 

Massachusetts 
The populat~on question recelved much attention 

at  the Inst~tute  of Polltlcs, held at  W~lliams Col- 
lege ln August Professor Henry Falrchild 
of New York was leader of the Round Table on 
Population and Related Problems Taking Issue 
w ~ t h  R H Tawney of the Brltish Labor Party, he 
maintamed that the Alalthusian Theory was a per- 
manent factor In the llfe of the world 

The outstanding feature the dlscusslon was the 
stand taken by Rear-Admlral W L Rodgers, who 
boldly declared that the tlme would come when 
because of its ~ncreaslng population the Unlted 
States would be obllged to undertake aggressive 

PECK & STERBA 
6 Wast 24th Street New York Clt j ,  N Y 

T e l e p h o n d r a m e r c y  3469 

RHEUMATOL-A remedy that has proved succes.ful In thc 
most *ever= case. of rheumatrsm 8 Ounce Box $2 00 

DR BRLJNNENCRAEBER s HAY OR ROSE FEVER 
TOXINE-Elght ~ n ~ e c t l o n s  two month. before roae or  
hay fever season Whole Treatment $5 00 

LEUCORRHOGSupertor  to auppoeltorle.--r~ ., 
efflctent and dependable antlseptrc 

Tube $2 00 Appl~cator  50e Extra 
SPATON-Easily ~ o l u b l e  effectwe d t a t n f e c t ~ n ~  tablet. 

$1 SO a Dozen 
RECTANOGAn pile S2 O0 per Tube 

'nformat'on hfod ordsrr filled 

war to secure "what they uant a t  the expense of 
others " "I do not suppose," he said, "that the 
United States w111 ever deslre to make war against 
any country before c continental population 
passes 200,000, but after that, ~f there remains any 
manhood In our mixed race of descendants, they 
mll assuredly do so " So long as populat~on con- 
tlnues to Increase a t  its present rate, all expedients 
for preventing war seemed to hlm hopelessly in- 
effectlve 

New Hampsh~re 
A t  the Conference of the Young People's Union, 

held a t  Star Island in July, the inaugural address 
was delivered by Rev Edgar S Weirs, Pastor of 
Unity Church, Montclair, N J The conference 
was for an intensive study of ways and means to 
relieve humanity of ~ t s  present social ills, and Mr 
Welrs po~nted out that the first necessity was the 
improvement of the race through Birth Control 
and through the segregat~on or sterilization of those 
manifestly unfit for parentage 

lll~no~s 
Active work for Blrth Control 1s being done In 
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C A R B O Z I N E  
A N T I S I P T I C  T a B L B T S  

Alwuyr ready for w e  
Douchr not nrcrraary 

A rnnriary necrrrriy for women 

CARBOZINE TABLETS are a pleasant, agreeable d 
bamlesa antlacpuc of excellent mctrr Leucorrbea, pnmd 
mcnaca and all ofinrrve Lacharges bemmc dean and 
odorless at once Insert one half tablet a day a insure 
sanrtary menstruahoe 

Wrlte ua rcgardlng your health problemr 
All lettcra comident~al Infonnahoa free 

ICENTS WANTED 

CARBOZIWE LABORATORY 
3121 S Broadway St Lou& Mo 

BOOKS OF VITAL INTEREST 
ON ALL TOPICS 

Sex, Psychu-Anal ysis, Psychology, 
Lhet and Health 

The M d  Antherdrbro Aldbon 
Havelock Ellis, Robie. Long, Kralt-Ebblng, Ford, KLseb. 
Bloch, Malcbow, Brlll, Freud, Jung, Adler, Ridon, Lfnd- 
lahr, Father Knlcpp, Gaze, D m  

Your If#*& Alma## F d w d  
If obtainable, we have it, U unobtainable. we can get it, 

DESCRIPTIVE LISTS SENT FREE 

MODERN BOOK ASSOCIATION 
LO9 ANCELES. CALIFORNIA 

4150 S M A  MONICA BOULBVAIU) 

marstin 
80 Fourth Avenue 

P R l W I O I I S T 0 1 1 1 O B l P l s C O l C C W L ~  

Chicago by the Illinois Birth Control League Thls 
was the report sent by Anne Kennedy after mter- 
mews wlth Mrs Carpenter, D r  Yarros and other 
workers there The C h c ,  for which a license was 
refused by D r  Bundesen, Comnuss~oner of Health, 
has not yet been opened, m splte of the mandamus 
issued by Judge Harry Flsher The decislon of 
Judge Flsher was appealed by Comrmssioner Bun- 
desen, and 1s now before the Appellate Court As 
soon as the final declslon is rendered (if favorable 
to B~r th  Control) the League w111 proceed mth the 
c h i c  

The Birth Control Committee of the Middle 
Western States, headed by Dr  John Fav~ll, Asso- 
ciate Professor, Chlcago Unlverslty, is taking an 
actlve ~nterest m the comng International Birth 
Control Conference Mrs Walter L Benson, 
Secretary, 1s p l a m g  to go through the e~ght 
States in the group and organize branches and se- 

- cure support for the Conference The Comnuttee 
is also -;ngaged in a campaign of education of 
doctors I t  wlll watch legslat~on affect~ng Birth 
Control durlng the coming sessions m any of the 
eight States m which such leg~slat~on may be mtro- 
duced The Commttee came mto existence as a 
result of the Chicago Conference of 1923 

The question of the estabhshment of a Blrth 
Control clinlc was under consideration m Mil- 
waukee last wlnter A committee was formed there 
after the Chicago Birth Control Conference whlch 
was held at the end of October, and the American 
Birth Control League lent its aid to the plan I n  
spite of the fact that the Wisconsin laws allow the 
carrvme on of such a chmc, there were obstacles to . - 
its mauguration When - ~ r s  Anne Kennedy, 
Execubve Secretarv of the Amencan Birth Control 
League, Inc,  reached Milwaukee at the end of 
June, she held conferences mth several of the 
women mterested m the project She found that 
Mrs Wdham Polacheck, mfe of the President of 
the Polly Manufacturmg Company, was ready to 
take charge of the work, and to head a group of 
nlen and women favoring Birth Control Mrs 
Polacheck hopes to Interest the char~table organlza- 
hons of the State and C ~ t y  It 1s planned to open 
a free B ~ r t h  Control Clinc In the Fall, and to have 
Mrs Sanger present for ~ t s  maugurabon 

The estabhshment of a B~r th  Control C h c  m 
Des Moines was the subject of several conferences, 
whde Mrs Anne Kennedy was m that city on her 
trip acras the Centmont For thlr purpose an 
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amendment to the law s bemg sought The group 
of women mterested are under the leadersh~p of 
Mrs Carr~e Harnsm D~ckey, and ~t 1s planned to 
secure Mrs Sanger as speaker at the City Federa- 
t ~ o n  meetmg on January 27th 

Colorado 
At Denver, Mrs Kennedy met with the Blrth 

Control Comrmttee at luncheon MISS Ruth Vm- 
cent, Cha~rman, sa~d that the Comrmttee was plan- 
nmg for a mass meetmg m November at  whch they 
deslred to have Mrs Sanger as speaker They 
would also arrange for her to speak before County 
and State Medical Societ~es The f e e h g  towards 
Blrth Control m Denver seemed very favorable 
Utah 

Mrs Anne Kennedy called m Salt Lake C ~ t y  on 
July 26th, on her way across the contment She 
met there a number of pronunent club women and 
l a ~ d  before them the proposal that a pubhc meetmg, 
mth Margaret Sanger as speaker, should be held 
m the City m the fall 

CaLforma 
After many stops on her way across the contl- 

nent, Mrs Kennedy reached San Franc~sco on 
July 28th On July 30th she was entertamed at 
luncheon by the Alameda County Soc~al Semce 
Club She has received requests to present the 
cause of Blrth Control before various women's clubs 
and men's orgamzabons m San Franc~sco, Oak- 
land, Berkeley, and other cibes m Cahfoma 
Everywhere she 1s awakerllng much luterest m the 
Internabonal Blrth Control Conference whch s to 
be held m New York March 19- , 1925 On 
August lst, she met wrth a group of 15 heads of 
clubs m Oakland, at  the res~dence of Mrs Frank 
Law Here a temporary orgmmabon was formed, 
mth Mw Danforth as Chavman On August 21st 
she spoke at a luncheon of the Busmess and Pro- 
fess~onal Woman's Club She reported that she 
had also been mnted to speak at  a luncheon of the 
Exchange Club--an o r p z a t ~ o n  of busmess men 

CANADA 
AT the operung meetmg of the Br~tlsh Assoc~a- 
t ~ o n  for the Advancement of Sc~ence, at Toronto, 
on August 7th, the Pres~dent of the Assoc~ation, 
AIajor-Gen Sir Dand Bruce, spoke on the Future 
of Med~c~ne H e  emphas~zed the unportance of 
preventwe work and sa~d  that the tlme had gone by 
when the ch~ef funct~on of the medlcal profess~on 
was the treatment of the v~ctlms of d~sease T h s  
new regard for prevent~on encourages the hope 
that the Rledlcnl Profess~on WIU more and more be 
~mlnessed w~th the ~mportance of B ~ r t h  Control 

Are you watclung for our monthly offers 
to complete your Bid Control Lbrary? 

1) HERE IS SOMETHING YOU WANT I I 
THE PROBLEM OF 

POPULATION - - - $2 SO 
By HAROLD COX 

A masterpiece by the greatest 
l ~ v ~ n g  authority 

THE PIVOT OF 
CIVILIZATION - - - $2 OO 

By MARGARET SANCER 

The world 1s at a cnsls W~l l  ~t 
choose the nght turning? 

Both books Post Free for 
FOUR DOLLARS 

SEND IN YOUR COUPON TODAY 

---- ------------- 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

104 Fiith Avenue New York Cdy 

I enclose $4 00 for your specla1 September 
offer 
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ENGLAND 
THE agitation aroused by the refusal of M r  
James Wheat le~,  Mimster of Health in the Labor 
Cabinet, to withdraw the prohibition against the 
giving of Birth Control information a t  Health 
Centers does not die down The women of the 
Labor Party, who were largely responsible for the 
majonty of the party at  the last election, are in 
arms against a decision which practically restricts 
the knowledge of Birth Control to the wealthy and 
demes it to the poor The advocates of Birth Con- 
trol emphasize the fact that they are not asking for 
compulsory legislation All they ask is liberty and 
free access to knowledge which is now denied them 
The fear of an increase of immorality among young 
people is still put forward by some of the oppon- 
ents, but there is a gromng sense of the injustice 
of penalizing a girl for a sexual slip by the "awful- 
ness of nine months hard labor and tried for your 
llfe a t  the end," whlle the man, equally guiltv, gets 
off scot free By means of public meetings, news- 
paper correspondence, and the circulation of 
pamphlets and leaflets, the subject is being brought 
home to every Englishman and woman Mrs Ber- 
trand Russell is taking an active part in the agita- 
tion Among the women members of Parliament, PRICE-$2 25, Poatpald 

THE PRERONSOL COMPANY 
Miss Dorothy Jewson is taking the lead in the 
advocacy of Birth Control Miss F W Srella 
Browne is continuing the courses of lectures to 
working women which she has been giving during 
the past year I n  speaking to the Women's Sections 
of the Socialist and Labor Party, she gives full 
practical instruction Her  lectures are crowded, 
and the subject is well received 

A tribute to Mrs Annle Besant was paid on 
July 25th at  a great public meeting held in London 
on the fiftieth annwersary of her entrance a t  the 
age 0," 27 into public work The speakers included 
Miss Margaret Bondfield and five other Labor 
Members of Parliament It was recalled that Mrs 
Besant had almost gone to prison for spreading the 
knowledge of Birth Control, which "deans in fat 
cathedral stalls" could now preach freely to respect- 
able church-goers H e r  work for the workers of o many marr~ed coup~cs yearn for children that 

the world was emphasized and the audience warmly thousands of cap~es of a new book by Dr H Will 
Elders are be~ng  d~stnbuted w~thout cost to ch~ldle,, 

seconded the tributes of the speakers A t  the close women Any famtly ~nterested rn ovcrcomlng c o n d ~ t ~ o n ~  

Mrs Besant rose and expressed her gratitude not of nature that hlnder the g ~ f t  of chrldron should wrlte 
far this free book today It descrrber a slmple home treat 

only to those now l~ving, but to the early colleagues meet based on tbe use of Ster~ltone, a wonderful suen 
tlfic ton~c that has had marvelous success all over the 

SO long passed away country ~n reltevlng const~tut~onal weakness 

AUSTRIA Every woman who wants to l ~ v c  a normal, happy l ~ f e  
wlth llttle ones around her .hould conudcr ~t her first 
duty to know what Ster~ltone 13 and why tt ahsuld be so THE imprisonment of two eminent Vienna sur- wonderful an ald to her Read t h : ~  l~ttle book wh~ch s 

geons for having procured abortions mthout abso- rent witboat charge or obl~gatron lo a plalo envelepe It 
unfolds facu that mast women never have had erpla~ned 

lute ~ustlfication has brought a large proportion 
of the doctors into the fight for Birth Control The 
Union of Socialistic Physicians, which comprises 

F U N D A M E N T A L  
or the Begmning of Thlngs 

An interesting radical and sc~entific 
pamphlet by that real~stic writer, 
Dr P A Kane, modern vlew on the 
subject, twenty-five cents Or~g~nally 
published in THE CRUCIBLE, an 
agnostlc weekly, one dollar per year 

Bend 10 centr for rampla copter 

RAYMER'S OLD BOOK STORE 
1330 Fust Avenue - - Seattle, Wash 

- 
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about half of the profession, organized a mass meet- 
- 

mg of protest, at  which various physicians empha- 
sized the need of blrth restriction I t  was asserted 
by Professor Bum that social, medical and eugenic 
reasons combine to folm a categorical imperatlve 
to restrlct the birth rate The law was scored by 
D r  Goldschied as "brutal, harsh and useless,'' and 
the rlght of parents to declde for themselves when 
or whether they would brlng chlldren Into the world 
was upheld, especially slnce the "state does not care 
whether the new-born Infant 1s fit to live" and "does 
not point out where ~t may find food, clothing and 
fuel " I n  the resolutions passed by the meeting and 
sent to the authorities ~t was emphasized that "of 
the two possible means to restrlct the birth-rate, 
contraceptive measures are to  he preferred, as they 
are less harmful than the artificial mterrupt~on of 
pregnancy, whlch is always fraught wlth a certaln 
degree of rlsk " The meetlng was reported in the 
Journal of the Amerzcan Medzcal Assoczatzon 

G L E A N I N G S  
(Contmued from page 258) 

who wanted to study the subject of Birth Control 
But it was his indlvldual problem of a tubercular 
wlfe that he wished solved Had  he asked hls 
physlclanv Yes, but the physician wasn't interested 
W e  soon has the physician on the telephone-a doc- 
tor of prominence ~n the City of Denver-and made 
an appomtment The young man went away from 
that Interview happy, but ~t was the physician who 
interested me "You know, we, as a profession, are 
not tnterested In sociological problems-what is the 
cause of a condition? Unless it IS medical, it does 
not tnterest us Yes, you are knockmg pretty hard 
on the door of the profession As a member of the 
program committee of the Count) Medlcal Soc~ety, 
I suggest you have Mrs Sanger come out here and 
present the educational slde, and then give us a re- 
port on the cllnlcal work The younger doctors will 
fall In llne qulcker than the deans It would be 
interesting to have an experimental cllnic m con- 
nectlon wlth the New Hospital and Medlcal School 
estabhqhed by the Rockefeller donation, ~n connec- 
tion with the University " 

T H K  F I G H T  A G A I N S T  B I R T H  
CONTROL 

(Contmued from page W) 
tlonal disease I f  the American pubhc 1s ever to be 
brought safely out of the mental coma Into which 
it has fallen, someth~ng more than persistent crltl- 
clsm of the professional meddler is imperatlve A n  
ounce of courage 1s worth a ton of crlticlsm " 
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The American 
Birth Control League 

IS NOT A 

Charitable Organization 

It offers a substztute for charities 

It asks that people be enabled to help them- 
selves 

It works for happy homes and self-support- 
ing familles 

It wants to do away with the causes of 
slckness and poverty 

It would go to the root of the worlds 
mlseries 

GIVING TO CHARITIES MERELY 
PERPETUATES THE EVIL - 

BIRTH CONTROL 
Means Prevention 1 

means no more need for charity 

It means healthy happy mothers and bab~es 

Join the 

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
and gVe where work and money means 
advance towards clvl'lzatlon 

--------------------- 
I enroll as a member of the Amer~cnn B~rth Control 

League Enrollment $1 00 

Name 

Addresa 

Nat~onal Headquarters 104 Flfth Avenue, New 'lork Clty 

~aaomm S A N ~ F B ,  F n ~ v c e s  B Acneax~vx ,  

Prestdent Trea8urer 
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AS A  DOCTOR SEES IT 
By Dr. B -0th $2.00 

A new and u q u e  book Powerful, intmeting Illus- 
trated anth 64 p e d  sketches by the author 173 
storzes. Reee~ved as a revdatlon by the prrss every- 
where Glanas into the mbmate Me of all lunds of 
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f i f e  and Brrtb C o d d  208 pages. 

THE CHILD AND THE HOME 
By Dr B L&er-CIotb$a50, Paper $1.50 

Ssond enlarged &on. Moat modem rdurs on the 
bringmg up of chndrea Common Ermm-Pmcticd 
Ad-Instances from Life--Sex, Health and Food 
Pmblans 320 pages. 

RATIOINAL LlVING  tio on $2.00 
An flustrated monthly devoted to W t h  conservation 
and aposrng ~IsIIOU~~~~ in all healmg professions 
B Libcr, MD, Dr P H, Editor-August Iawe out 
(A Vacation, Labor and Health, W d  Cam, N o d  
Sex Life, Cawcr. N, N ) 

Subscnpbon to R L and copy of As A Doctor 
Sees It. $3 50. 

Subscnphon to R L and wpy of The Chlld and 
the Home Qoth $4.00; Paper $3.00. 

Subscnphon to R L and wp~es  of both books, 
$550 or $450 

Addre  
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After Using Suppositories 
or mdclnal tablets of any lund, the most 
health promotmg and cleanly douche you 
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P U L V O S A N  

Vaginal Antiseptic and Deodorant 
Easily Prepared Pleasant to Use 

P U L V O S A N  

removes all unpunhes, corrects Leucorrhea. 
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MAL ORDEUS FIUED 

OVERPOPULATION 
( C o d b u d  from page $359) 

are d a b ~ t a b l e ,  that the tops of the Himalayan 
Mountams, the Alps, the Roches, etc , are not very 
pleasant to hve on, and cons~denng that a great 
area of land must always be resewed for f a m n g ,  
ralsmg cattle, etc, to provide us mth food (now 
that Stelnmetz IS dead and there IS no one to m- 
vent some kmd of electrical or mcroblc food), we 
can see that this globe of ours 1s a very small place 
after all. 

If ~t were not for wars and flu's and earthquakes, 
we would have been m trouble mth the landlord 
long ago 

Now that we don't eat the ehddren any more, 
we don't throw them mto the rlvers, we don't burn 
them as sacrlfic~al brlbes to the gods, 4n order that 
we may get nd  of the surplus that IS constantly 
accumulatmg, I offer for your approval the follow- 
mg remedm 
1 Leave thmgs alone Nature mll take care 

of lt somehow Lead a contented vegetat~ve, an~mal 
Me We the anyhow, and after us the deluge I t  
IS the easler way Th&g implies a certsm exer- 
t ~ o n  of the bram, you d~sturb the even tenor of your 
way, the h g  IS unpopular-you may be branded 
as a r d c a l  or an undesuable c~t~zen,  you may even 
go to p m o n  

2 a We may sohclt the a ~ d  of God by prayer 
and droppmg corn mto the contnbut~on box-to 
hurry along a glsclal per~od Meanwhile we can 
beg h m  to send down some great pestdence as the 
Black Death, or a few earthquakes, or a couple of 
flu epldemcs 

b We can always start a war 
c We must get nd  of the mfer~or colored races 

-the Blacks, the Yellow and the Red races must 
be extermmated-of course you must convert them 
first to rehgon because them souls are very valu- 
able 

d The whte raee then may proceed as follows 
Let the Chnstmu extermmate all Jews and Mos- 
lems, then the Protestants lull all Cathohcs, then 
let the Ku-Klux-Klan kdl everybody except the 
one-hundred-percent , then let the Nordc race mth 
blond hau and blue eyes kdl off all the dark com- 
plexloned 

e As a last resort the Norhcs may cult~vate 
large colo~lles of Typho~d, Flu or other bac~ll~ and 
h t n b u t e  them, as occas~on reqmres, by means of 
aeroplanes, and manufacture cheaply on a large 
scale, polson gases and smoke the surplus popula- 
tlon to hades 
3 Teach and pract~ce sc~ent~fic Blrth Control 
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