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The World We Live In

UDGE FISHER’S opimion, delivered in the
Chicago Buth Control case, has more than a
legal interest In fact there was no law mnvolved,
as the Statute Book of Illinois contains no mention
of Birth Contiol The heense for such a chme,
which had been asked for by a group of the Illmois
Birth Control League, was refused not on legal
grounds, but because the Health Commnussioner
took 1t upon lhmself to decide that Birth Control
was agamst Public Welfare In asking for a man-
damus to force the granting of the lLicense, argu-
ments were used to prove that Bunth Control was
not aganst the mterests of the people, but was, on
the contrary, highly conducive to the welfare of the
caty and of the nation Judge ¥Fisher accepted
these arguments, and, in his opimion, he summarizes
them and emphasizes those he considers of most
mmportance
The Opmion was rendered on November 23, and
it was then open to the advocates of Birth Control
to proceed with thewr plans Unfortunately the
opponents of Birth Control threatened to appeal
the case, and 1t seemed best to the group promoting
the clinic to wat until the case was finally settled
before actuallv opening its doors This gave time
for the formation of an opposing group, and the
beneficent effect of Judge Fisher’s pronouncement
was weakened by delwy in acting upon 1t Xf the
chnic had been opened just as soon as the license
could be secured—under the mandamus granted by
Judge Fisher—the Birth Contiollers would have
been 1n possession of the citadel, and 1 the best
position to resist anv further attack We strongly
hope that there will be no further delvv in establish-
ing this beneficent institution Such delay gives
opportunity to the Roman Catholic opposition to
work for the passage of 1 law ag unst Birth Control
Climes 'We urge the Chicago gioup to proceed at
once to the opening of the chne

HE New ¥Yorh World peiformed a great and

valuable public service when 1t pomted out, on
May 8th, the real lesson of the “Bobbed-Haned
Bandit” case The editorial, which we reproduce
in full, showed up Cecilia Coonev not as a herome
but as the victim of the neglect of her heartless
mather and father and of an order of society which
encourages unfit parentage Cecilia was the young-
est of eight childien, and long before her hirth
there had been ample opportumty for the social
agencies, the courts and the mumepal charihes to
realize that 1t was a erime against humamty and
society for such parents to buing more children mto
existence Yet far from impressing this upon Ce-
citha’s father and mother, or from making 1t phy sie-
allv mmpossible by segregation or stenlization for
them to continue to reproduce therr worthless
selves, the social (o1 1s 1t anti-social) agencies
metely reheved them of the care of their children
and turned them loose to add some more {o the
burden on societv Ceciha for the present 1s unable
to do further harm It would be nteresting, how-
ever, to tiace the doings of the rest of the famly
and their descendants, and to know whether the
Great City of New York, with all 1ts stoie of
modern knowledge, 15 preparing for owr descend-
ants another Juhes ot Kbk ik funly

HE puents descuibed by Gertiude Webb in

the article on Cluld Labor and Birth Control
which we print this month are not the puents who
appeal for Buth Contiol information The fathers
and mothers with whom the Amernican Buth Con-
trol League comes mto contact are wnvious for the
best welfire of theit echildren They mav huve been
obhged to send the yvoungsters to work because
otharwise they could not muntun the family  But
it 15 with pity and 1egret that they see then childien
compelled to lewve school and to go to woik to earn
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money Much of the demand for Birth Control
springs from the desire of fathers and mothers to
care properly for the children they have already
brought into the world They want to give them a
good education and to secure for them a fair oppor-
tumty in hife This they cannot do, if there are too
many children in the family, and 1t 1s most reluct-
antly and with sad hearts that they see themselves
obliged to send their boys and girls to work to help
to mamtam therr too large families

T may be that there are such parents as those
described by Miss Webb She has been an
active social worker and she writes from her own
experience Perhaps she has been especially un-
fortunate mn this experience On this pomnt we
should like to have the opimon of our readers We
should like to know what other social workers have
to report Is it true that there are many parents
in this great and wealthy country who are willing
to raise large fambhes for the sake of the gan that
accrues from the work of the children, who leok
upon the children as a means of support for them-
selves, without regard to the welfare and happmess
of the growing boys and girls? We asked this ques-
tion of Owen Lovejoy, General Secretary of the
National Child Labor Committee His answer was
as follows

It seems to me the author 1s rather harsh on
parents, for while there may be some of this
class, I seriously doubt whether there are any
considerable number who contemplate the
earning value of their children at the tume their
children are born, or before

To this criticistn Miss Webb replied

I did not intend to give the impression that
parents actually and consciously calculated
the value of children before they were born
But I do believe that those parents who accept
with indifference or with eagerness the 1dea of
child labor encourage a frame of mmnd, which
accepts a large family as a source of gain to
themselves rather than as a responsibility
What 1s the opmion of our readers on this

question?

PERNICIOUS tradition and one which

was used to prejudice popular opinion
agamst both Eugenics and Birth Control, dis-
appears with recent investigations of the genealogy
of Abraham Lincoln The old :dea was that Lin-
coln came of a poor, shiftless, worthless father, and
that he was a rare flower which m some mystenous
way had blossomed on a weed The newer knowl-
edge, for much of which we have to thank Ida
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Tarbell, shows that on the contrary Lincoln came
of fine, hardy stock In fact, hrs family history can-
not possibly be used as an argument m favor of
large and unhimited families His father was one
of five children—a very moderate famly for those
days He himself was the second of three children,
his only brother dying 1n infancy His own famuly
consisted of three sons, of whom one died at eleven
years of age, and another at eighteen Robert Lin-
coln, the sole survivor, has an honorable record n
Umnited States history which 1s known to all The
question, so often asked as to whether Birth Con-
trol would deprive us of our great leaders, receives
no support from the instance of Abraham Lincoln
His parents worked hard, and were in no way un-
desirables There would have been no reason for
prevention 1 his case Poverty and struggle,
especially m a new country, are not necessarily
evil, 1if parents can feed, clothe and house their
children, and bring them up with high ideals and
an eager hunger for knowledge and education—
all of which his parents did for Abraham Lincoln,
m addition to giving him a rich heritage, spiritual,
moral, mtellectual and physical

IRTH CONTROIL: would have to be apphed
drastically mdeed if socrety demanded for
natural parentage a standard as high as 1s now de-
manded for foster parentage The demand for suit-
able children for adoption—alas, most children that
need homes are adjudged “unsuitable” on account
ot poor health or heredity—is greater than the sup-
ply Many mstitutions, from which such children
are drawn, have warting lists of people, with com-
fortable homes, who desire to adopt a child Con-
sequently exacting rules are laid down before the
would-be foster parents are accepted The parents
must come up to certain standards as to their finan-
cial and moral status They are required to state
how much money they are prepared to spend on the
education and upbringing of the child They are
asked what kind of an education they propose to
give to 1t In fact they are presented with a ques-
tionnaire that requires many mtimate details, and
that must be filled out to the satisfaction of the in-
stitution before the child 1s handed over But why
should an adopted child have so much better a
chance than natural offspring? Why permt, and
almost compel parentage for men and women who
could not fulfill a single one of the requirements
which form the mimimum for adoption? The child
equally deserves protection, whether 1ts parents be
the chance father and mother of our present sys-
tem, or the carefully chosen foster parents which
the new standards ot social work now demand
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Birth Control and Public Policy

Judicial Opimion of Judge Harry M Fisher

N August, 1923, the Ilhinois Birth Control
League made an application to the Mayor of
Chicago for a license to open a Birth Control elimic
m the eity The request was referred to Dr Har-
man N Bundesen, Commisioner of Health, who
declared himself oppoesed to Birth Control and re-
sisted the granting of a license on the ground of
Public Welfare Strengthened by a favorable
opimion from Mr Frank M Pudden, Assistant
Corporation Counsel, who stated that there was no
law in Ilhnois to prevent the maintenance of such
a chme, the League apphed to the Courts for a
mandamus The case came before Judge Harry
M Fisher of the Circuit Court of Cook County,
and the decision was rendered on November 23rd

Judge Fisher’s opmion was reprinted by the
Illinois Birth Control League in pamphlet form
and 1t 1s through the courtesy of this League that
we reproduce 1t here It marks another onward step
m the Birth Control movement, for 1t sets a judicial
seal of approval on several of the chief arguments
of the advocates of this great reform

THE OPINION

The People of the State of Ihnos
ex rel Helen G Carpenter,

VERSTUS

William E Dever, Mayor, and Herman
N  Bundesen, Commassioner of
Health, of the City of Clucago

The petitioner 1n this case prays for the 1ssuance of a
writ of mandamus against the Mayor and the Commus-
sioner of Health of the City of Chicago, to compel them
to grant a hicense, under the provisions of the City Ordi-
nance, for the maintenance of a chme to be known as
“Parents’ Chime

The petition sets forth ir haec verba the apphcation
made by petitioner for a license, correspondence between
petitioner and defendants, and their refusal to issue the
hcense In the application the nature and kind of treat-
ment to be given to patients i the proposed chimec 1s
stated to consist of “approved methods of contraception
and advice consistent with famly wclfare 1n each case ”

The location for such a climc 1s alleged to have been
selected at 1847 North Lincoln Street, in the city of
Chicago, and a named physician, whose qualifications are
not questioned by the respondents, 1s to be in charge

A demurrer to the petition was filed and on ai1gument
the only question raised was the sufficiencv of the apph-
cation The demurrer was overiuled, and, by leave of
Court, an answer was filed The answer raises various

questions of law, which were disposed of by the Court’s
ruling on the demurrer and counsel for both parties agreed
that such matters be treated as surplusage and that the
case should proceed to trial on the only 1ssues of fact
tendered by the answer, namely (1) That there are no
approved methods of contraception, (2) That the prac-
tice of contraception 1s injuricus to health

A trial by jury was waived and the cause submutted
to the Court

The Witnesses

A number of eminent physicians testified on behalf of
petitioner, to the effect that there were generally accepted
and approved methods of contraception, that two spealfic
devices, which they named, were reasonably rehable and
generally approved by the profession, that their use was
not injurious to health, and that contraception was a
medical as well as a sociological problem The physician
to be in charge of the proposed chime testified that only
married women whose physical, mental, or economic con-
ditions required 1t, would be given advice and treatment
there, that no effort, by advertisement or otherwise,
would be made to attract patients, and that, 1n the man,
treatment and advice would be giver to persons referred
by physicians and social agencies Only one witness took
the stand on behalf of respondents He testified that he
1s a physician in the employ of the City, that he special-
1zes 1n neurological diseases, and has in the past engaged
in general practice of medicine On direct examination,
he testified that the methods of contraception referred to
by petitioner’s witnesses were mnjurious to the health of
the users, but on cross examination, he admitted that they
were not 1njurious per se but only when improperly ap-
phed, that immproper use of contraceptive devices was
generally due to advice promscuously recerved from lay-
men, that proper medical advice would minmmize the 1n-
Jurious effects, not only by discouraging the use of admt-
tedly harmful devices, but also by removing the denge:s
mmcident to improper use of instruments not otherwise
harmful

This same witness testified that many cascs present
themselves 1n which, from a purely medical view point, con-
traception 15 decidedly indicated, that, in such cases,
medical examinations are necessary, and often surgieal
operations are advisable to effect sterility

The Testimony Analyzed

From a consideration of the foregoing testimony, 1t was
difficult for the Court to follow the reasommng of the
learned counsel for respondents on an issue raised by his
argument, namely that the service proposed to be ren-
dered bv the Parents’ Chnie did not constitute medical
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treatment or advice such as 1s contemplated by the ordi-
nances regulating chnics, therefore, 1t would not be a
clmic withm the meaming of the ordinance, and 1if the
things proposed to be done there were otherwise lawful,
no hcense was necessary He supported this argument
by the rather surprising assertion that contraceptive
methods were now so universally known to laymen that
advice as to their use no longer constitutes mechcal or
expert advice

No more complete answer to this broad statement can
be made than 15 to be found 1n the testimony of his own
expert, above rectted The further argument, that con-
traception 1s a sociological question, if true, does not make
1t less a medical one

From all the evidence adduced, the Court 1s forced to
the conclusion that the estabhshment of a public place
where medical treatment and advice 15 grven comes within
the definition of a clinic under the ordinances of the City
of Chicago, and that 1t may not be operated without
heense The Court 1s equally satisfied, from the evidence,
that there are generally approved methods of contracep-
tion which are not injurious to health when apphed under
proper medical mnstruction and guidance, such as 1s pro-
posed to be given m the clime 1n question, 1f permitted to
be established, and that if legally permissible, the estab-
lishment of a chme for the examination and the giving
of advice to mothers, properly in need of 1it, would be
distinctly m the imnterest of public health

Why the License was Refused

Having decided all questions of fact raised by the
pleadings and argument (on what the Court regards as
undisputed testimony) in favor of petitioner, the proper
question for the Court now to determine 1s whether or
not there 1s any reason in law why no license should
1550

The standing and character of the people who propose
to estabhish this chnic, and the quahfication of the physi-
c1an to be 1n charge of 1t, are not questioned

In a letter of the Health Commssioner, addressed to
the petitioner, which 1s set forth verbatim in the petition,
the refusal of the license 15 based upon a number of tech-
mcal objections to the apphcation (which have been chs-
posed of adversely to the respondents by the Court’s
ruling on the demurrer} and upon the additional ground,
that “the purpose for which 1t 1s desired to ¢stablish the
chnme 1s agamnst public pohey, tends to corrupt morals,
and 15 unlawful ” In suppert of that, the Commissioner
makes reference to Section 211 of the Penal Laws of the
Umted States, which declares as non-mailable any article
which may be used for the prevention of conception v,
any written matter 1n connection therewith, and, also, to
Sections 2672 and 2673 of the Chicago City Code of
1922, which prohibit the dissermnation of informatien on
contraceptive methods, by hand bills, cireulars, news-
papers, or other publications, and points to these enact-
ments as expressions of a pubhe pohiey He also cites
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biblical passages, which he mnterprets as divine command-
ments for unhmited procreation

Under our system of government, courts cannot be
called upon to judicially interpret the Bible or to lend
or withhold their processes to enforce biblical 1njunctions
However much the courts may respect religious doctrines,
they must look to the law of the land alene for gmdance
mn their judicial action, leaving the enforcement of purely
theological principles to the power of moral persuasion
of the mimsters of the church The Court 1s, therefore,
spared the necessity of interpreting the biblical quotations
rehed upon by the Health Commssioner

The Law Does Not Forbid

As to the provisions of the federal statutes and the city
ordinances, above mentioned, 1t 1s clear that the only
matters they seek to repress are promscuous distribution
of written information of birth-preventive methods If the
legislative bodics desired to do more, they would, without
doubt, have incorporated thewr prohibitions in direct
language 1n these statutes and ordinances Surely, 1t 15
not possible to read in these enactments an intent to
prohibat oral advice or scientific treatment by competent
medical authorities It 1s as reasonable to belheve that
these provisions were prompted by a desire to safeguard
health by making 1t necessary to seck information on the
subject from competent sources, as by a desire to prevent
the spread of contraception If the latter were the prime
motive, hterature advocating contraception would be
repressed  As 1t 15, only such as describe the methods are
prohibited

It 1s past dispute that there 1s no law speaifically pro-
hibiting oral instruction on birth-preventive methods or
medical aid in applying mechameal devices to accomplish
the desired results But 1t 1s argued for respondents that
the purpose of petitioner, mn establishing the chme 1n
question, 15 not so much with a view to giving medical
advice or treatment to married people standing n need
of 1t, but, gencrally, to advocate the claimed social value
of what 1s now commonly termed “birth control *

An Unsupported Contention

Nothing n the petition filed 1n this case, 1n the apph-
cation for a lcense addressed to the Health Comms-
sioner, 1n the correspondence between the petitioner and
the defendants, and nothing which appeared mn all the
cvidence before me, gives the shghtest justification for
this contention on the part of the learned corporation
counsel But, even if that was admttedly the motive
prompting the petitioner’s action, still the Court 13 at a
loss to sec how that should defeat her right to have the
relief prayed for, if, otherwise, she 1s 1n law entitled to
it Counsel for respondents does not contend that the
advocacy of birth control, whether done orally or m wnt-
ing, 1f methods are not publishud, 1s prohibited either by
law or by any principle of pubhic pohicy Like any other
social problem, 1ts value to society may be freely advo-
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cated by its proponcnts withm or without a chme It
may be done 1n the privacy of a home or an office, from
the public forum, by discussion in the press, or by any
other method of conveying thought Those who bihieve
birth control a pubhc benefit may as freely advocate it
as those who, on moral or religious grounds, may pomnt
to it as a public menace Both sides to the controversy
have perfect liberty to place their views openly before the
public Whatever question of right there may be mvolved
does not go to the advocacy of the theory of birth control
as a social benefit, but to the giving of information as to
the methods to be employed to effect control The only
real question to be decided 1s whether or not the applying
of contraceptee devices or guoing wnstructions on methods
to be used by married people whose circumstances wn hfe
make lLmated families advisable, 1s contrary to publc
policy
Public Policy in the Courts

Pubhic policy 1s, 1n 1ts nature, so uncertain and fluctu-
ating, varying with the habits, fashions, and mode of
thought of the day, that it 1s difficult to determune its
hmits with any degree of cxactness

In Story on Contracts, § 546, 1t 1s said

It [the expression public policy] has never been
defined by the courts, but has been left loose and free
of defimtion 1n the same manner as fraud This rule
may, however, be safely laid down, that wherever any
contract conflicts with the morals of the time and
contravenes any establishud interest of society, 1t 1s
against pubhic policy
Spence vs Harvey, 22 Cal 840
Pueblo & 4 ¥ R Co vs Taylor, 6 Colo 1
McNamara vs Garrett, 68 Mich +54

Bouwer's Law Dictionary, Vol I1I, page 2765, gives
this defimtion

Public policy That principle of Jaw wlich holds
that no subject can lawfully do that which has a
tendency to be mnjurious to the public or agamnst the
pubhe good “rt 1» a vanable quantity, 1t must
and docs vary with the habits, capacitics and oppor-
tumities of the pubhc” 1t 1s mamfcosted by public
acts, legislatine and judieial, and not by private
opiion, however eminent

More Precedents
In Walefield vs Van Tassell 202 III 41, omr Supreme
Court says

It has becn well said that public policy 1s a van-
able quality, but that 1t 1s only vanable in so far as
the habits, eapacities and opportumtics of the public
have become more valuwd and compley, and that the
principles to be applied have alwayvs remamed un-
changed and unchangeable “The relations of society
become, from time to time, more complex  Statutes
defimng public and private rights multiply rapadly,
and public policy often changes as the laws changc
and thereforc new apphientions of old principles arc

1607

1equired” (Davus vs Duzeey 1 R 36 Ch D’'n 3b4d)
It 1s not the :nterest of the parties alone which 15 to
be considered the tiue test, but 1n each particular
case, under the facts, the judieial inquiry 1s, will the
enforcement of the condition be immieal to the pubhie
interests And on page 47, in the samc opinion, the
Court quotes with approval the following from

People vs Chicago Gas Trust, 130 111 268

Public policy s that principle of law which holds
that no subject or citizen can lawfully do that which
has a tendency to be mjunious to the public o
aganst the publie good
But what the public poliey to be applied to a given

case 15 15 not to be arbitrarilv deternuined by the personal
views of the judge What might appear to one as beng
against public policy, would to another be exeellent pubhic
pohcy Beforc an act 1s condemned as against public
pohicy, the principle justifving such condumnation must
be found 1n the Constitution, statutorv law, o1 judiciil
pronouncement n conformity with the common law

" People vs Hawhins, 157 NY 1

Holls vs Drew Theological Semmary 95N Y 106

Crossys U § T Co 131 NY 343

Dammert vs Osborn 110 N Y {0

Hartford Fire Ins Co v« C M & §S¢ P R R, 0
Fed 201

U 8§ s Trans-Missourt F 4, 58 Fud 58

Swann vs Swann 21 Fed 299

Vidal vs Girard s Ex’rs, 43U S (2 How ) 127

Power Must Not be Stretched

It 1s, therefore, a safc 1ule for the gumidance of courts
to rchiam from applying the power to decluc an act
contrary to public policy, in the absence of legislatne
enactment, unless precedent 1» found m former judicinl
dceivions of ruespeetable authouty  As was said by the
comt in Hollis vs Drew Theological Senunary, supra
“It should be «xercised only in clear cases and gonerally
within hiuts alicads dfined by decisions of acknowledged
authonty bascd upon rules of the common law ”

I do not mean to bc understood that acts harctofore
unhnown, which the Iegislature has not foreseen and pro-
hibited, or upon wlich the courts have not hd occasion
to pronounce judgment, mav not be so clawrly a violation
of public morality or injurious to public intercst that the
comts would pronounce than as beng contiaiy to public
policy , but the courts should certunly 1dfrun fiom
declaring a thing mmmoral and m violation of a pohay
of the State wheic reason ible minds diff a1 as to its moral
ity o1 mmmoiahty, o1 as to its public bancht ot detriment
Particularly 15 this frue of acts wiich a large and 1espee-
table portion of the commumty regard not only v moal
and proper but as a decidad bendfit to soerty  Such aets
if they are to be prohubited at all, should be protulnted
by Iegislatine action and not by judiaal wmtapretations

The question of buirth contiol, ﬂmugh, a~ a matta of
publhc and open discussion at s of vory rocant ongm has
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occupied the minds of emnent scientists and profound
students 1 every land of the umverse Its most enthu-
siastic advocates see 1n 1t the salvation of the race Many,
whose public interest 1s heen and genuine, view with alarm
the constant decrease of births to parents whose moral,
physical, and matenal conditions of hfe are such as make
them best fitted to raise farmlies, and a corresponding
multipheation of 1ssue to parents who, through physical,
moral, or economic handicaps, are the least fit to raise
large families ‘The suffering endured by mothers, unable
to prevent the commng of unwelcome children, 1s graphic-
ally described The effect upon society of the continued
increase of this type of children 1s said to be most threat-
emng Unfortunately, but for the feeble efforts made by
the public schools, society does hittle to change the condi-
tion of 1ts children from that which 1s predetermned for
them by the condition of their parents Those who are
born with sound and healthy beodies and minds are often
condemned to lives of stunted development by the moral
or economic position of thair parents The child of the
drunkard, the immoral woman, the gambler, the user of
narcotics, or general antisocial individual 1s, with rare
exceptions, compelled by law to grow up under the influ-
ence of such a parent Still we demand of such a child
the same degree of obedience to law, loyalty and devotion
to the 1deals of our Nation, as we expect of the child born
to parents to whom nature has been much more kind

Is Ignorance Better Than Knowledge?

It 1s universally admtted that ignorance of contra-
ceptive methods prevails mostly there where smaller rather
than large families should be most desired The sad fact
15 ponted to also, that for want of knowledge of pre-
ventive means, crimnal abortions are resorted to m
astomshingly large numbers of mnstances, with resulting
detertoration of the health of the mothers and even death

On the other hand, it 1s earnestly contended on behalf
of respondents, that hnowledge of methods of contracep-
tion would remove, to & great extent, the only restraiming
influence against sex immorahty on the part of unmarried
women ‘The fear of resuiting pregnancy 1s said to be a
great deterrent to immorahty I fear that argument pro-
ceeds from an assumption that there are circumstances
where 1gnorance more than knowledge can be relied on to
bring greater good That cannot be true In fact, so far
as this case 1s concerned, the logic of this position 1s
destroyed by the very argument of counsel for respond-
ent He boldly declares that methods of contraception
are so generally known that medical advice 1s no longer
necessary on the subject In this statement he 13 sup-
ported by his witness If this be true ne added harm can
come to the cause of sex morality by scientific supervision
and control In fact, if petitioner’s position 1s accepted,
1t would serve the cause of morahty She would have the
world know that contraceptive methods are unrehable and
injurious to health, except when used under proper
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medical advice, and that such advice should be given only
to married people standing 1n need of 1t

Morahty Not Based on Ignorance

I am loath to subscribe, however, to the proposition
that knowledge of birth-preventive methods would maten-
ally lessen morality among our young women If true,
it would be sad to contemplate the weakness of our moral
sense, of the influence of home environment, and of our
moral and spiritual teachers, the clergy ncluded

The young woman who refrains from sex impropriety,
simply because she fears pregnancy, will seek and obtain
information on the subject sufficient to allay her fears
On the other hand, the girl in whose consciousness 1s
deeply imbedded a respect for morahty, will neither seek
the information nor yield her principles upon obtaimng
it Morahty, m a healthy state of society, must depend
upon the acceptance of 1t as a principle of life, and not
upon fear and i1gnorance

A Praiseworthy Desire

The destrre to establish the climic n question 1s an
earnest one The men and women supporting 1t sincerely
behieve that they are rendering a great public service
They beheve that the apphcation of modern science to
the saving of hves 1n being, and those who are to come as
a result of the natural instinct for motherhood, will keep
mankind as numerous as it would be had the normal
processes of nature with its child mortahty and devastat-
ing epidemics not been interfered with by science They
urge that, at least until some means can be found of
compensating parents by removing the economic difficul-
ties that each new child adds to the poor, none have the
right to compel new births where they are not welcome
and the added burden 1s feared

By offering the opportumty of obtaiming knowledge
on contraceptive methods the use of them 1s left entirely
to the wishes of the patients The mother who, by natural
mstinet or through religious devotion, desires a large
famly, cannot be affected by this information, but the
mother whose physical or economic condition makes child-
bearing dangerous or difficult, 1s only doomed to suffering
by lack of it

At least in the light of the honest difference of opinion
on this subject, courts should not by judieial pronounce-
ment, wmithout legislation, condemn such an earnest move-
ment as mmmoral and against public poley

The prayer of petitioner will be granted and the wnit
of mandamus 18 ordered to 1ssue as prayed for

Healthy mfancy and chaldkood for most children are
only practicable +f the mother’s health 13 satisfactory
The domestic life of a woman s as dangerous as the indus-
tral bife of the husbhand —Si1k ArTHur NEWSHOLME, Late
Principal Medical Officer of the Local Government Board,
England, and Lecturer on Public Health at Johns
Hopkins
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Child Labor and Birth Control

By GerTRUDE WEBEB

HE demand for Birth Control will undoubt-
edly be very greatly quickened by the passage
ot the Child Labor Amendment now before Con-
gress, and the enactment of advanced and stringent
Federal Child Labor laws Such laws will act as a
check on what, I believe, 1s the mamspring of most
of the desire still existing for Inrge farmhes There
are m this country, unfo tunately, parents—
mothers as well as fathers—who look upon their
children as a source of income and support In such
families, every new arrival 1s welcomed as an addi-
tional asset, and as soon as the baby fingers can be
directed, the children are called upon to help with
home work
These families do not desire Birth Control, for
the more children they have, the sconer the father
can give up his daily toil, and sit back 1n 1dleness
while his children support him, or the sooner the
bank accouni will assume the proportions necessary
to allow him to return to lus native country, some-
times leaving behind him, as damaged goods, the
children who helped him to earn the money In
very many cases of child labor, it 1s safe to say that
1t 1s not the heartless employer who drives the chil-
dren to work, but the parents

Testimony Agamst Parents

This state of things was clearly revealed in the
scandals concerming Child Labo1 recently brought
to hght m New Jersey and New York The New
York Tribune for January 11, 1924, reported a
hearing held the previous day before the New York
State Welfare Commussion, sitting at the City
Hall, New York, to hear arguments concerning the
need for more legislation for the protection of chil-
dren It was then testified that babies, as young as
two or three years old, were made to work 1n home
industries, and that many children below the legal
age of employment worked long hours 1n these n-
dustries before and after school The witnesses,
who ncluded visiting teachers and members of the
National Child Labor Commuttee, testified that the
reason for the employment of young children was
mm most cases the greed of the parents, rather than
actual necessity

Similar evidence was given by Mrs Florence
Kelley of the National Consumers’ League She
asserted that all that was sard about the question
being a choice between sweated home work and
starvation was “pure sob stuff 7 The woik of the
babies did not support anvbodv The earmings of
these Iittle cluldren were so small that they did not

compensate for the extra sickness in the family
But all that the parents were able to perceive, was
the actual money—however small—that was re-
cewved for the work

Responsibility of Employers

Employers and mill owners are usually held re-
sponsible for the presence of children m the fac-
tories In some cases this 1s probably true, but even
for these cluld-laborers the parents are fiequently
to blame Employers would often prefer to dis-
pense with all children under sixteen, for they know
that young children are poor workeis This atti-
tude of the mill men of Massachusetts and Rhode
Island was described by Harold Caiy in hus articles
on Child Labor m Collier’s, The National Weelly
Mr Cary mterviewed mull presidents and men n-
terested in the cotton industry in Fall River He
was told that the emplovers did not particularly
want children 1n the mulls, but that the parents
wanted them to work, and that buring the children
out of the factories would cause trouble and n:ght
precipitate strikes

One of the witnesses agamst the parents was
Mr Richard K Hawes, counsel for the Cotton
Manufacturers’ Association and member of the
Fall Riner School Board He disapproved of the
presence of clildren under sixteen i the factories
He wanted them 1n the schools and he desited better
school facilities to take care of them DBut the
parents took them out of school at the earlhiest mo-
ment that the law pernutted, and sent them into the
factories

Social Workers on the Stand

A similar verdict was rendered by the socinl
workers of the city “Most of the parents regard
the children as assets to be used,” saud one of these
wotkers, as quoted by M1 Carv “That vou know
15 the case with some of the farmers mn this countrs,
and 1t 1s the case with many of the null employees
or, at least, with enough of them to give us this
child labor situation They judge their cluldren
bv how regularly thev turn over the pay roll into
the famly purse ‘Johnnv, he good boy, bring home
envelope always,” the mother savs, although the
case where the famulv 1s actually needv and where
there 15 even that kind of reason for the work of
the child, 1s vervy r1uie indeed i this town ”

Most of the parents who thus exploit their ehil-
dren, are of foreign buth DBut the clhild Inboreis
grow up American citizens—Im gelv illiterate, dull
m mmd from early toil and enfeebled in body, often
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victims of tuberculosis, and very often either as
dependents or delinquents, imposing charges on
soclety 1 revenge for the burden laid upon their
baby shoulders

I am not here primarily concerned with the evils
of Child Labor These are now generally conceded,
and much will be heard of them from Child Wel-
fare orgamzations during the campaign which will
follow the passage of the pendmng Child Labor
Amendment to the Umted States Constitution,
when this amendment 1s submitted to the Legs-
latures of the States for ratification My present
concern 1s to pomt out the kind of parents in this
country who still desire large families, and to con-
trast these parents with those who are practising
or demanding Birth Control

A Contrast in Parents

On the one hand we have fathers and mothers
who care nothing for the future of their chidren,
or for therr welfare and happmess during their
childish years They are indifferent that they grow
up over-worked, puny and muserable, illiterate, pre-
maturely worn out with labor, unable to take their
places m American hfe and citizenship, probably
victims of disease, and, even more probably, n-
mates during some part of their lives of hospitals,
samtaria, almshouses, reformatories or peniten-
tiaries  Such 1s the attitude of a large proportion
of the parents who are still obeying the precepts
of some of the churches, who are keeping the moral
law laid down by these ecclesiastical authorities, and
who are increasing and multiplying without a
thought for the welfare of their children

On the other hand are the parents who place first
the good of their children, for whose coming they
feel therr full responsibiity They are deeply con-
vinced that it 1s morally wrong to have children
unless they are able to give them adequate care,
housing, food, clothing, education and opportumty
to make good n the world, to be good citizens, and
in their turn good fathers and mothers The vast
majority of men and women 1n all the countries of
the world are not mn a position to do this for un-
Limited numbers of children, and as the sense of
responsibility towards one’s offspring becomes
keener, so the demand for Birth Control becomes
more msistent

Fruits of Buth Control

A policy may be judged by its fruits—“Do men
gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles?” So
judged, how can there be a moment’s hesitation as
to whether Birth Control, with a few well-cared for
boys and girls, or the policy of merease and mul-
tiply, with a muserable flock of over-worked chil-
dren, 1s the moral, the humane, the truly civilized
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basis of living? Much stress has been laid on the
high character of the individuals and classes who
practise Birth Control, on the fact that it 1s here
we find the clergy, the umversity and college pro-
fessors, the doctors and lawyers and all the most
honored and respected members of society Stress
can also be laid on the fact that it 1s among the
parents of unlimited families that we find the ex-
ploiters of child Iabor, the selfish men and women
who use their children only for their sordid personal
gam

In time, perhaps, such parents could be taught
how evil and unprofitable it 15 to use their children
only as so many Dhttle hands for earming paltry
sums of money But such a process of civilization
and moralization 1s slow and uncertain, and 1n the
meantime lLittle children are suffering and perish-
mg The law 1s a stern, and for many people, the
only effective schoclmaster These parents must
learn through legal restrictions that the nation will
not permut the exploitation of its children They
must learn that children are an expense, a hability,
a grave responsibihty and not a source of profit
Then they will discover that they need Birth Con-
trol There will be a new demand from them—a
demand for means to prevent the coming of chil-
dren, since they are no longer permmtted to exploit
them

A Happier Future

It would be a cause of rejorcing to every thought-
ful and sympathetic social worker that such parents
should not have cluldren Who would wish to con-
demn a precious httle baby to the unkind fate of
being born to unloving, harsh and exacting parents,
who care for 1t only for the profit 1t can bring to
them? Soctety will gamn, for the children of these
parents do not add to the wealth of the nation—
they are social burdens and not assets, and 1t would
take a very warped judgment to assert that the
cause of morality would suffer by the curtarlment
of such familes Can any one uphold as highly
moral such parents as dehiberately desire large
families, 1n order to exploit the children for gain
as soon as the baby fingers can string 2 bead or pull
a petal for an artifical flower? The world will be
more moral and far happier when these parents,
finding themselves closely restricted 1n regard to
the use they make of their children, are driven to
the use of Birth Contrel to lumit the number of
therr offspring

Mann laws and dvworce laws, houses of refuge for arls
and snstitutions for dangerous boys are mamsfestations of
disease wn the socwl order that wnse people are trymg to
correct m a measure by enforcing laws provding for the
steriization of morons, for eugenics, and barth-control —
GerTRUDE ATHERTON
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The Crux of Malthusianism

By Proressor KNut WICKSELL (Sweden)
A Paper Read at the Fifth International Buwrth Control Conference

HERE has always been some uncertamty
about the real meaning of the Malthusian doc-

trine, and this, no doubt, depends upon some faults
in the doctrine 1tself, grand and all-important as 1t
may be n the general effect

In the first edition of Malthus’ book—by the way,
quite another work than the later editions, and one
that in several respects well deserves to be reprinted
—there 1s no uncertainty whatever 1Its contents
can be given, as 1t were, 1n a smgle syllogism Mal-
thus said “If a people were to live under happy
errcumstances 1t would double the number of its
population at least every twenty-fifth year Now
a people cannot double its number every twenty-
fifth year, or anything hke Consequently no peo-
ple can ever be happy, the great mass of 1t, and un-
der a system of equality the whole of 1t must needs
be wretched” In the last two chapters he then
tries to console us for this rather gloomy view, say-
ing that people really have no busmess to be happy
on earth, but only to prepare themselves for the
future state

In the following editions, Malthus, as everybody
knows, tried to mutigate those terrible conclusions
of his 1n pointing to the possibility of a moral re-
straint—late marriage and chastity in the single
state—as a way of checking population without
msery or vice But the amelioration was not a
very essential one, because Malthus himself did not
believe much 1n the effectiveness of that moral re-
straint

Malthus and Arthur Young

In his polemic with Mr Arthur Young, in 1806,
printed in the Appendix of lus Principle, he has in
this respect some utterances which should not be
forgotten

“Mr Young,” he says, “has asserted that I have
made perfect chastity in the single state absolutely
necessary to the success of my plan, but this 1s
surely a msrepresentation I have saad what 1
conceive to be strictly true, that it 1s our duty to
defer marniage till we can feed our children, and
that 1t 15 also our duty not to indulge ourselves m
vicious gratifications, but I have never said that 1
expected either, much less both, of these duties to
be completely fulfilled In this, as a number of other
cases, 1t may happen that the wviolation of one of
two duties will enable a man to perform the other
with greater facihty, but if they really be both du-
ties and both practical, no power on earth can ab-

solve a man from the guilt of violating either This
can only be done by that God who can weigh the
crime against the temptation, and will temper jus-
tice with mercy Whatever I may have said, in
drawing a picture professedly visionary for the sake
of 1llustration, in the practical application of mny
principles I have taken man as he 1s with all his
imperfections on his head ”

The difference in the results seems, therefore, not
to be very essential, in practice the alternitive would
be very much the same misery or 1ice

It would be easy, of course, to drive those reflec-
tions of Malthus into absurditv  If indeed, God,
according to Malthus, 1s Iikelv to be rather indul-
gent towards unchastitv in the single state wih
should He be so very particular about the use of
contiaceptives m the matizmomal state? Even
there the temptation 1s verv great indeed Whv
should not God 1n this case “weigh the crime 1gunst
the temptation” and be willing to “temper justice
with merey’’?

Malthus a Hindrance

Of course 1t 1s preposterous to place a question of
the greatest social bearing solelv under the narrow
aspect of ecclesiastical morils  If there were no
other objection to a loose sexual hife than the wrath
of God, a modus vicendi i/mght perhaps be got at
Unfortunately there are other consequences, the
scourge of venereal disease, the unspeakible ab-
Jectness of the phenomena of prostitution and so
forth But on those things Malthus does not speak
a word

To my mind this half-heartedness of Malthus
has been the great hindiance to the success of lus
doctrine At anv 14te for the next thhee-quauiters
of a century the practical application of his tech-
mgs almost totally failed, exeept perhaps m Fionce,
not because of people being ignorant of what he
had said but because thev did not cue for it And
when the propaganda of the Malthusiin I.eague
took up the doctrine on more rational hines, almost
another half century had to be spent 1n oider to
convince people of the rather obvious truth that late
marriage 1s not a blessing, and the use of contr reep-
tives the only real way out of the dilemma

During all this time another side of the M lthu-
s1an problem has been almost completely neglected
namely, the question not of the proper waiy ot work-
ing out the limitation of numbers requned, but the
deciding of the proper amount of that hinutation
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For a good many people, even among Malthu-
sians, this latter question does not exist at all They
will say If parents only limt the numbers of their
children according to their power of supporting
them, the proper amount of population will come
of 1tself, but that 1s not always true  Circumstances
may be such that 1t 1s comparatively easy for par-
ents to breed and keep a rather great number of
children, but when those children are grown up,
there may eventually be a frightful state of over-
population For mstance, in Sweden, the relative
smallness of mortality amongst chuldren seems to
prove that most children with us are kept by their
parents tolerably well, 1if, of course, 1n a very simple
way of iving But nevertheless we have, for many
decades, had a constant need of emigration, and 1f
that 1s stopped, as m fact it was during the war, the
consequence at once shows itself 1n a tremendous
amount of unemployment

What 15 Over-Population?

On this point T am of a somewhat different opin-
ion from the present Malthusian League and Dr
Drvsdale himself, although I may not quite have
fathomed his arguments They seem to believe
that as long as theie 1s a sufficient parallel between
this decrease of mortalitv and the simultaneous
decrease of natahity everything 1s good and well,
and nothing more 1s to be requured But this view
seems to me to be somewhat superficial  The paral-
lel in question cannot be but occasional, because
there 1s no necessary connection between present
mortality and present natality, or at any rate only
a verv small one

I, therefore, think that we must attack the prob-
lem in a more direct way and ask outselves, What
would be under present circumstances or those
of the near future the best amount of population?
In other words, I would say that over-population
exists as soon as the present number could be di-
minished with advantage, and from this point of
view I venture to say that there 1s at present no
country in Eulope, even Irance not ¢xcepted, where
the cond:itions of the people, as well 1n the moral as
the material respect, would not be immensely ame-
Lorated if its number were reduced to cne-haif In
regard to the Swedish population, I have trted to
research this question in detail, and I came to the
conclusion that we would be, 1n all respects, far
better off if the present population of six mullion
were going back to something like thiee and a half
million  Then the extiemely small lots of arable
land available for the present farmng population
would be extended so as to give full occupation for
each famuly of farmers And one of the most im-
portant of our natural resources—our forests—
which now are in a great danger of a 1apid exhaus-
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tion, would then raise themselves anew at the same
speed at which they are hewn down by the axe In
respect of other countries, I have not been able to
make any detailed research of that kind, but I really
think that 1t would be possible to carry through the
same demonstrations for them, I lean to the opinion
so often uttered by the late Dr C R Drysdale that
even the France of his time was “terribly over-pop-
ulated

Stationary Population

Furthermore, looking at the statistics of the pres-
ent time, fo1 instance, in Sweden or in Germany,
there seems to be a very great probability that the
countries of Kurope will, at no distant time, change
therr present continuous inciease of population mto
a more or less stationary state, and then even go
back m numbers The poorer classes are in this,
as 1 other things, sure to wmtate sooner or later
the social customs of the well-to-do classes The
figures of Berlin, fo1 mstance, taken before the war,
did show, 1f I am not mestaken, a greater faling off
of natality among the laboring population than
among the well-to-do classes, and the well-known
statistician Professor L. Boitkiewiez, of Berlin, pre-
dicted already in 1914 that the population of Ger-
many would come in twenty-five vears to what he
expressed as the critical pont, where deaths and
births keep one another in equilibrium so that the
German population from that date would become
stationary just as the piesent French population
Of that space of time now only seventeen years re-
main, and the circumstances of the war have no
doubt made the prediction still more probable
However, my opumon 1s, that the Enghsh popula-
tion and that of my own country will still sooner
have to come over to the stationary state

In this, of course, there 1s nothing to frighten
us, because the stationary state apparently 1s the
only normal condition of any people, but the ques-
tion 15 Will that stationary state be got at in the
present number of European populations, or will
those populations at first have to go back from therr
present state? For my part, I believe the last, and
I would exhort Malthusians, if things are coming to
this, not to be frightened out of their positions by
the general outery which 1s sure to aiise when n
the future populations aie actually going back
From what I have said before, 1t would follow that
such an event by no means 1s necessarily to be re-
garded as a token of degeneiation, but much more
as a token of regeneration, and of the coming of a
new and happier generation

Life 13 an end wn atself, but it should not be allowed to wn-
crease unid its quantity deteriorates sts qualsty
~—S J Howuues




June, 1924

178

War and Birth Control

ByRev D H Epwazps, of Paterson, N J

N ancient and medieval times, wars were con-
ducted 1n the name of religion or for the honor
of royalty Modern wars are entirely due to the
pressure of population Germany, Great Britan
and Japan have been forced to expand to make
room for surplus human beings, they are an ap-
propriate 1illustration of the “biological necessity”
of war Nature never intended the British Isles
to feed and support fifty mithons of human bengs,
nor the Japanese Empire to maimntain almost
seventy mullions, and Impemalism 1s the logical
result
It 15 useless to attack or denounce Imperialism,
while blindfolding ourselves to its cause Nor will
rehgion and education curb or prevent Imper.al-
1sm, as long as the population of the earth increases
at the present rate ['nless we can teach the race
to control its fecundity, we labor for peace and
human improvement 1 vain I often preach upon
the necessity of the Golden Rule toward the un-
born, I have often said that the greatesl sin of the
race 1s not mentioned in the Decalogue, namely,
blind fecundity, and the older I grow—I have just
landed in the thirties—1 am more and more amazed
at the utter stupidity of politicians, clergymen,
educators, ete, upon this vital problem Civilhiza-

tion seems to me to be organized to preserve, propa-
gate and multiply the unfit, the unwelcome and
unwanted, aided and abetted by Christianty
Where 1t 15 possible (and where 1t 1s not I leave 1t
alone) I try to hnk the Gospel of Gallee with the
Gospel of the Laboratory

One of the most vivid llustrations of Peace and
the absence of the pressure of population 1s at our
doors, and I have not seen 1t mentioned anywhere
When we refer to the fortless, soldierless, boundary
between the United States and Canada, we do so
with a great measure of self-praise, as though the
Heavens had endowed the Americans and the
Canadians with a super-abundance of good-will
But what if the pressure of population were as
acute on that border as 1t 1s on the European
borders? Put two hundred millions on the Cana-
dian side and three hundred rmullions on the United
States side, and what would happen to our good
will? It would be as rare as on the Franco-German
border Keep the cradles of the world a little less
crowded, and progress and general improvemes..
will take care of themselves

With the purpose of your League and the work
which 1t 1s attempting to do I am 1n hearty sym-
pathy, and I wish you increasing success

Early Marriage and Birth Control’

ByM R Samey, MA,MD,DPH
(Ex-District Health Officer of Tippera )

T the prompting of my friend Professor
Gopalji Ahluwalia, founder of the Indian
Birth Control Socciety, Delhi, 1 write this paper
for the Fifth International neo-Malthusian
and Birth Control Conference I do not essay to
be exhaustive or ex cathedra mn this, but merely
attempt at making heard the voice of the 315 odd
mullions of this sub-continent mn the council of the
world It 1s always pleasant to get out of the
meshes of parochial interest and, unhampered by
racial considerations actuated by political expedi-
ency, to speak out and give a bit of our minds n
the halls where 15 articulated a babel of thoughts
and tongues
It 1s coming to be recogmzed that the larger
mterests of humanity cannot be encircled by the
ring fence of hittle national interests Science has
deserted the cloister and has set with a vengeance

* A Paper presented at the Fifth Internatwnal Birth Control
Conference 1n London in 1922

out on excursion to the hearths of the mmllion

The efforts of the Malthusian League to bring
home to the multitude the heavy responsibilities of
unlimited parentage and place at their disposal
preventative measures are indeed praiseworthy,
especially in view of its being a thankless task

Men are separated by their opimons But Pascal
has said they will never be strong enough to do with-
out compassion This sentiment of compassion 1s
at the foundation of all great movements, and the
Birth-Control Movement 15 one of magnificent
magnitude

Bacoen says, “In youth wives are our mistresses,
companions m middle age, and nurses when we
get old, so that a man has always reasons n favor
of matrimony ” Hufeland considered that the
married state 1s an indispensable requsite for the
moral perfection of mankind He contended that
it prevents debilitating dissipation on the one hand,
and cold and unnatural indiflerence on the other,
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that it moderates and regulates enjoyment, whlst
1t promotes domestic joy, which 1s the purest, the
most uniform and the least wasting of any, the
best sumited to physical as well as moral health
Statistics show that marred people hive longer than
single There 1s no doubt that bachelors take less
care of therr heaith than marmed men, having no
partner 1n hife to keep, so to speak, a strict eye upon
them They also, generally speaking, have no one
with whom they can share their trials and sorrows,
so makmng the burden of them greater to bear

Matrimony Inevitable

No less a philosopher than Bacon holding his
brief for matrimony at all times, held that the pro-
tagomists of celibacy and belated marmages on
economie grounds miss much grist for therr mills
Marriage must, then, be accepted as the only course
of wisdom for an even tenor of Lfe

Matrimony then being inevitable, why not early,
to avoid sowing wild oats in youth The office of a
parent 1s an exalted one, no doubt, and a period of
app.enticeship must be served for the discharge
of the onerous duties of the high office The be-
wildered youth asks how to shoulder the conse-
quences of half a century of wedlock? What about
the baker’s dozen of children that must be the up-
shot of the union?

I concede that 1t 1s most wicked to usher im-
mortals into existence, and then leave them to suffer
for the necessaries of hfe, and, above all, to let them
grow up ignorant and depraved The lgher we
can carry those m the scale of improvement who
owe therr existence to us, the more perfectly we
fulfill our duties to them, and obey the commands
of God, uttered through the institutes of nature
The remedy les :n our own hands The Malthusian
League places 1 our hands effective measures of
contraception, quite harmless and safe

Indhan Traditions

The Hindu skastras were fully alive to the per-
meious effects of prolific progeny and placed so
many safeguards and effective checks on copulation
m wedlock by way of astral and calendary restric-
tions as to admut of hardly a couple of days in the
month Then the practice of knowing one’s wife
from motives of passion was sternly discounten-
anced and progeny was the prime motive of
legalized wedlock Only the first-born son was
known as such (puira), and the rest kamajas, or
“passion products ” The highest meritorious ritual
was the practice of “man and wife” sharing the
same bed yet avording carnal pleasure, and known
as the “Great Asidhara” Promiscuous intercourse
was abhorred and debarred, and Varna Sankara,
Jath: Sankara were sedulously guarded against
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The eugenic 1dea which Sir Franers Galton per-
fected to a science 1s thoroughly portrayed mn the
“Mahabharuta the Great,” The Ihad of India
The Great Vyasa, the author of the above, pro-
created from the Dowager Consorts Royal of San-
tanu, Amba, Ambica, and Ambalica the Great
Pandu, Dhmtarasthra and Vidura the Good The
first-born Dhritarasthra was blind, owing to his
mother having embraced Vyasa in disgust with eyes
blindfolded Pandu was the victim of nervous
tremor, the teleolopy of s mother having quaked
1n embrace, and Vidura, born of a substitute Sudra
woman, was the very emblem of purity, reverence
and knowledge

Present-day India

These instances are of the past, and this country
1s content to rest on its oars But what we do we
see to-day mm India? Poverty, stark, naked, undis-
guisable, stinks i the nostrils with an abominable
stench tenaciously

Compulsory marriage of girls at therr pre-
puberty stage only saddles girl-wives to boy-hus-
bands With a mill-stone around their neck, these
boys plod on 1n the wonderful Indian *Varsities to
come out fully emasculated for the burdens, trials
and temptations of hfe

A horde of children of cheap-jack appearance
throng their hearths and as a positive nuisance a
female progeny has come to be looked upon They
must marry their daughters, and match-making 1s
tying a Gordian knot

Dockers being paid better than doctors, and
miners better than masters of arts, these sorry
specimens of humamty throng the office purheus
to be pitched out neck and all in these days of Inch-
cape Committees and vigorous application of the
retrenchment rod

Any measure that essays to grapple with the
“poverty problem” must be hailed with dehght n
India, and scientific Birth Control 15 a legitimate
step n this direction China and India behe the
doctrme of strength of numbers The multiphca-
tron of helots in the Emprre 1s condemned by the
ultra-pohitician Gandhi Mahatma

Human bIfe cheapens in value, and the labor
market 15 glutted by this unrestricted procreation
of species The formation of the Indian Birth Con-
trol Society comes as a harbinger of rehef, and 1s
better late than never

But the logic of facts 1s eloquent, and the Indian
muddle class which 1s hard lut by the present eco-
nomic slump will readily take to anything that
holds out a way of relief from the thraldom of
poverty The might of thew and sinew that neo-
Malthusian measures impart to the helpless middle
classes will be hailed with delight
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Why Don’t You Have Children ?

By Avice Mary KivsaLr

Why don’t you have chiidren,

You young women?

Don’t you know there’s nothing hike motherhood,
And children an’ a home,

Be 1t ever so humble, as the old song says

I have five children—

Twa of ’em 1s bad an’ two 1s good an’ one is an wdiot

Tim and Joe, the two bad ones, won’t work

Back there in Pennsylvama they began 1t the year their
father died,

Staying late mights at the pool hall,

Takin’ drinks on the sly at the village saloons,

Ly’ abed mormn’s till the crops spoiled and the
machinery rusted

I don’t know’s I blame them

They was young and the place was dismal,

Dismal, even for me, a played-out old woman, with hfe
behind me

The farm wouldn’t grow nothing but wild mustard and
snake grass and yarrow,

And the house wasn’t fit for a barn

With 1ts crazy, crooked backbone,

Leaky roof,

Splintery, softwood floors pulling rags off the mop,

Yellow wall-paper that peeled and tore,

Rain-soaked plasterin’ tumbhn’ off,

And the mouldy smell that come up the sk from the
drain,

An’ a terrible stillness

That seemed hke a hving thing, invisible,

Peermg at us

We sold out and come to the aty,

Tmn and Joe expecting to make a new start

But their old shiftlessness hung ’round their nechs

They never could take hold, somehow

So they sit in the kitchen the whole day long,

Playing cards an’ swearing,
An’ begging the three dollars I bring home mghts to buy
them drinks

One of my good children 1s a girl,

Laura, the next to the youngest

She works at a dressmakers’,

Makin’ hmn’s for lovely waists

She gets twelve a week,

An’ cries at mght, because she can’t afford pretty things

To catch her a beau

She’s been skipping lunches to buy her an apple-green
blouse,

Like one they made 1n the shop for a fine lads,

So she am’t herself when she curses me

For bringin’ her into the world

She’ll be twenty-nine, come June, an’ she ain’t never had
much girlhood

I always have a time with her in the spring

Another good child 1s my boy, Robert,

Robert, with the honest face

And the kind blue eyes

He 1s chauffeur to a rich woman

He makes forty a week, I guess I ain’t sure

He pretends it am’t quite that much—being afraid
I’d ask him for more of it,

An’ he wants to get marned an” make him a home
He’s been a lovin’ son to me or was,

Before he got hitter—

Bitter through and through—

Because the grocery bills and rent ate away his wages
s girl, she’s been a-watting five years now

Why don’t you have clildren,

You young women?

Don’t you know there’s nothing hke motherhood,
Ar’ children—an’ a home,

Be 1t ever so humble, as the old song says?

An Old Song Re-Sung

By Erma Eunrvica LEvingrr

Rockaby, Baby, thy cradle 13 green

{Down 1n the graveyard thy low bed 1s seen,
You came unwanted, and yet, strange to say,
Mother wept wildly when you went away )

Father's a nobleman, Mother’s a queen,
(Father 1s stupid and hungry and lean,
Mother 1s weary from child-birth and pain,
Afraid that a babv 1s coming again )

Betty's a lady and wears a fine ring,

(Betty, who danced like a bud on the wing,

Betty now dances 1n town far away,

Her cheeks are too glowing, her laughter too gay )

Johnny's a drummer and drums for the Ling!

(A bullet left Johnny a sodden, crushed thing
But Johnny knew glory and mother knew pamn—
Besides she’s expecting a baby agamn )
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TUBERCULOSIS AND BIRTH CONTROL

Letters from Mothers Who are Entitled to Relief

tion for these women?

Millions of dollars are now being expended n the fight against the Great White
Plague Yet not one of the anti-tuberculosis orgamizations has come out openly for Birth
Control as a necessary part of thewr campagn
bear weak and puny babes, at the almost certan cost of the mothers” lives, and the prob-
able perpetuation of the disease wn thewr children Women beg for salvation and are refused
How long wll 1t be before these societies, freeing themselves from the timadity, fear and pre-
Judice which now bind them, take an open stand on the necessity of Birth Control instruc-

Tuberculous women are stll permitted to

Two Generations Tuberculous
New York

I am 22 years old and am the twelfth chld of a famly
of 14, and unfortunately my mother had consumption,
and five of my brothers and sisters have died from the
same disease There are only five of the famuly left, and
my sister and I are both 1n poor health Every one thinks
I ha = consumption too, but I have not gone to the doctor
for examnation

I married a man 39 years old, two years and six months
ago, and I have had two children since My children were
Just 15 months apart I used to weigh 130 pounds before
I was married, and now I only weigh 98 pounds I feel
very much overworked, as we cannot afford to hire help
And now I am 1n the famly way agamn, and my baby 13
only six months old today I honestly believe I will take
poison, before this one comes, because I do not want any
more, as we cannot support any more properly

My husband drinks very heavy at times, and 1t takes
almost all he makes He blames his drinking on discour-
agement over having children every year At times he
1s very mean to me, when I am in the family way, for he
blames me for it It certainly 1s discouraging to think
that I must bear ¢hildren when my strength cannot stand
to care for any more I do everything I can to keep from
having any more, but nothing seems to do me any good
I know of ne doctor in this city who would help me, but
maybe you wilt be kind enough to help me out of my
trouble

Heavily Burdened
Florda

I was a school girl, and married a telegraph operator
1 1817 During the War he served as a wireless operator

Since our marmage so much responsibihity has been
thrown on us that it seems as if with all our struggles,
we can hardly make ends meet, and we do not waste one
penny

My hushand’s father died a year ago and left his
mother and four httle sisters for us to care for His
mother 1s suffering from Bright’s disease, and 1s not able
to make any means of support

For two years before this happened, I had to help my
mother, who 1s almost an invahd, and two httle sisters

I work as a clerk for the same road my husband 1s with,
and we two together are trying to send thgse six httle
girls to school, so that a few years later the older ones
will be able to help themselves

I just don’t see how I could stop work and have children
now-—knowing that the little sisters would go wanting
and suffering  They scarcely have enough of the necess:-
ties of life now

I am really not strong cnough to be a mother any-
way, as I cannot sweep a room withcut expectorating
blood from my mght lung which was left unhealed after
whooping cough and pneumonia, which I had at the same
time about si1x years ago Any kind of work that causes
exertion has the same effect

Life Not Worth While
Kansas

Living 1sn’t worth while for us who have our home full
of little ones so close together, and who Live a hife of dread
of having more so soon agamn I doctored for four years
to ward off tuberculosis, but one doctor said that I could
never expect to rid myself of it, 1f I kept on having chil-
dren every two years or less But when I asked him to
tell me something to do that I might not have any more,
he advised me to use a douche But I soon learned that
was not certain, as one baby was born soon after

I am just 27 years old I have a boy 5, a girl 3, and
another girl one, and I am praying and hoping some-
thing may happen soon or in six months I will have a
fourth child I would do anything to gain knowledge of
a reliable contraceptive

Results of T. B.
British Columhia

We are just ordinary work-a-day people, and have
been married some time There have been two children,
the first still-born The sccond, born eighteen months
after, 1s just over two years old, and has been under the
care of a children’s specialist from three months old until
a few weeks before her second birthday So you may
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magne, apart from seeing the httle soul suffer, and hav-
ing the care of it, 1t has kept us pretty busy to make ends
meet 'The reason of a]l the trouble 1s my own health,
which 1s very poor, the result of T B, which although
curcd, has left my whole vitality undermuned So you may
magine that, although I love children and know that a
certain number are necessary to heep the old world jog-
ging along, still I know 1t would be most unwise to have
more, and I live 1n constant fear

Poor and Tuberculous
Kentucky
I am a young woman of twenty-four and have two
children, both being girls I am not strong and my hus-
band 1s said to have tuberculosis, and bemng poor, we are
not able to raise a large family and care for them as we
should I would be so glad 1f you would kindly tell me
how to aveid having more children I know that this 1s
caustng you lots of trouble, but 1t would be a kind deed
to me, for I am a poor woman and have bad health—both
me and my husband—and we can’t raise a large famly
and give them anything hke the care they should have

Unfit Parents
Mississippt
I am only twenty-one years old and am pregnant for
the first time I and my husband are both from tuber-
culous famihes, and neither of us very strong So please
tell me how we can heep from having children so rapdly,
for I know we cannot care for a large family

Children Sick and Defective
OChio

I have two children, one eleven ana the other seven
The cleven-year-old one has been sick most of s life,
and now has some spots of T B on his lungs It can be
helped or cured if taken in time The seven-year old one
1s a helpless invahd  She has the bram of a ten months
old baby and no more phvsical abiity A clot on the
bramn

You can readily sec that I want no more children, so
I am wniting to you for help and advice We are people
in very moderate circumstances My husband makes not
quite two thousand a year

The Road to the Grave

Arkansas
My grand-daughter has a baby—came nine months
after her marriage, and she was was pregnant again when
her baby was only twe months old Her health 1s bad
She has had lung trouble, and you know that 1f tlus keeps
up her hecalth will be completely gone mn a jear or so
She 18 anvious to know the right way to heep her health,
and control pregnancy, except when she wants a habv

177

Tuberculosis, First Stage

Iowa

I have been married two-and-a-quarter vears, and have

one child Since he came, the veins in my legs ache—

knees to hips It seems like bug bunches form on them
How I do suffer from them'

When I was a couple of months along with baby, I
went to a specialist, as my doctor advised, on account of
having such high temperature He examined me for tuber-
culosis and sent a sputem test, and found I had it 1n the
first stages I hope for no more children, as I do not
want to have a child who maybe might have 1t

Financially we cannot afford, as we lost some of our
cattle, and I had diphtheria, and had a nurse five weeks,
and live six miles from town, so the doctor’s hill counted
up bke everything I wish you could help me

A Loving Couple’s Desparr
New Jersey
I am only twenty-two years old, have been married four
years My husband 15 a consumptive Also his mother
15 consumptive and a cripple Hjs father has the palsy
5o bad that he cannot wait on himself We have the care
of this aged couple, and we have one child two and one-
half years old, who 1s very puny and sichly I am looking
for another 1n a few months

We lhive 1n a three-room house 1n the country and are in
the poorest of circumstances Mjy husband and I are mn
despair to think that I must bear consumptive children
mnto the world Please find some way to helpus We love
each other dearly and feel that we couldn’t live apait
But he said that if we didn’t find some way, we must
scparate, as he could not live many vears at the best, and
could not have me burdened with & crowd of sichly chul-
dren

Sick and Discouraged
Oklahoma
I am 24 years old and have been marrned four years
I have got three babics—one 3, one 2, and a baby eght
months old I am very nervous and sickly after my chil-
dren I had a hemorrhage while cartying my last baby—
spit up two gallons of blood 1n an hour I had a doctor
He said “You must be careful If you get that way
again, you will die” But he wouldn’t tell me anything
to do to prevent 1t

My husband 1s & farmer and has got consumption
After my babies, we can afford help only for about ten
days, until I am on my feet agamn I know I will dic af
I have to have another child We do not own a roof over
our heads, and I am so discouraged I want to die 1if noth-
ing can be done, and I can see no rehef, unless you can
give 1t to me or tell me where to get 1t I can’t slecp at
night for worrymng Is there an answer for a mother hlke
me?
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Book Reviews
A Study of the Faith of our Fathers and the Work of our Mothers

His Religron and Hers, by Charlotte Perkins Gilman
The Century Co, New York and London, 1923

HIS book by America’s leading femumst philosopher
defends a thesis that 1s original and full of interest

Traditional rehgions are “his” rehgions—made by
man the hunter and fighter, and therefore built upon the
fact of death and upon the sterile wisions of another
world 1n which the dead hve agan Mrs Gilman would
have a religion that 1s “hers” as well as “hs,” made by
women the creators of new life and bwlt upon the fact
of birth and upon the fruitful visions of a better hfe for
us and our descendants here 1n this world

It 1s probably true that the morbid other-worldliness
of the religions of the past 1s partly due to the interest
mn death which 1s a central fact 1n a commumty 1 which
hunting and fighting predominate And it may well be,
as Mrs Gilman says, that when woman comes into her
own and acquires the power to impress upon our culture
her pecuhar interest in creating hfe and aiding and
directing 1ts growth, rehgion and morals will be pro-
foundly and favorably modified The author works out a
strong argument for her position, and the only c¢niticism
which the reviewer would offer 1s that she somewhat over-
states her case, and fails to take sufficient account of the
deep-rooted tendencies of human beings, regardiess of
their sex, to compensate for the failures and tragedies of
the natural order by dreams of a supernatural realm in
which all wounds are healed Whether true or false this
dream will continue It 1s as old as sorrow and 1t will
last as long Its effects upon our moral life are mxed—
sometimes good and sometimes evil Used as a supple-
ment to reality and a stimulus to its duties, rehgion 1s
good Used as a substitute for reahty and as a means
of escape from duties, 1t 15 unquahfiedly bad

A Serious Shortcomng

There 15 one aspect of Mrs Gilman’s book that 1s pretty
certain to be offensive not only to the readers of this
magazine but to progressive-minded folk generally
Though a hfe-long evolutiomst, our author has failed to
realize the most significant lesson that evolution teaches
viz , that all the higher and distinctively human interests
originate as a means to the lower interests, but develop
to the stage where they are ends in themselves, for the
fulfillment of which the original interests serve as means
This 15 true of all art and of all science Eiolutionary
psychelogsts generally agree that the arts and sciences
began as aids to purely material ends, and all evolution-
ary moralists agree that therr normal use and value far
transcends the humble needs which gave them birth Sex
passien, with the romantic and clivalrous devetions that
accompany 1t, 13 an example of a human interest that

may have originated merely as a stimulus te the repro-
duction of the species, but which, hke art and science,
has developed to the stage where 1t 1s for the individual
a primary value without which the species itself would
hardly be worth preserving

To all this Mrs Gilman seems quite blind She con-
demns as abnormal and excessive any use of the sex func-
tion except for procreation If Nature had agreed with
our author as to what was desirable and “normal” she
would have stopped evolution at the stage of the reptiles
or lower mammals, for they alone restrict their love to
the purely matenal end of reproducing their kind

Of course, 1if Mrs Gilman had thought through her
1des to its concrete meaning for actual life, 1ts absurdity
would have been obvious, for 1t would mean that if a
young married couple desnned to have not more than
four children, they would have to agree to dissolve their
marriage on 1ts physical side and live as celibates for all
except four months out of the forty years during which
they mght expect to be together Mrs Gilman would
advocate this in the name of Nature! A more preposter-
ous violation of Nature, and one more certamn to destroy
not only the spiritual values of marmage but the very
nstitution itself 1t 1s 1mpossible to concerve

“His Rehgion and Hers” contains many good 1deas
and 1its style 1s clear and sparkling We may hope that
1t will go 1nto a second revised edition, and that its
author, ardent evolutiomist that she 1s, will in her revision
display a keener realization of the meaning of evolution
for the interprectation of human love In the meantime
the book will serve the Birth Control movement as a
hornble example of the need of education in the essentials
of psychology and ethics

Wy PepPERELL MonTAGUE,
Columbia Uniwersity

Acute Cases 1n Moral Medicine *

THE title 15 mtriguing  'What 1s moral medicine? Is
there such a thing as medical religion?

It 1s difficult to maintam a judicial attitude in the face
of such poor logic as 1s displayed n this book The
blind prejudice that attempts to selve medical problems
with methods bound around with theological assumptions
results 1n a product so naive that it takes one back to
med:eval times and procedures

But bolder attempts to cramp the progress of science by
theological dogma have been made 1n other faiths Hence
not much weight need be ascribed to this which can appeal
to reasomng people, be they Catholic, Protestant or Jew,
as sinply an evidence of the stupidity of those who ex-
pect people to accept such teaching —D B

* By Edward F Burke MA PhD The Macmillan Co , New York
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The Eugenic Aspects of Birth Control

A Review by Leon J Cole

OBJECTS m the immediate foreground commonly

appear larger and more mmportant, and conse-
quently recave the greater share of attention It 1s so
with the birth control movement 7The misery and eco-
nomic distress often consequent on large famihes result-
ing from uncontrolled fecundity are evident to anyone
who 15 wilhing to face the facts at all The obvicus remedy
1s to control the size of the famly to accord with the
strength of the mother and the earming capacity of the
father or whatever else may determine the famly income
The specific information necessary for such control has
not been generally available, especially in those sections
of society where its need 15 greatest This fact has led
a number of public spinted and philanthropically minded
people to devote their time and ecnergles to do what they
can toward correcting the condition The undoubted
progress of the Birth Control movement amply attests
the awakening interest m the subject and a much saner
and healthier attitude of the pubhe 1s already mamfest

The Race and the Bwrth Rate

In the urgency of the immediate need, less attention
has been directed towards the more remote biological
effects on the race as & whole which are consequent on
any alteration in the birth rate, and especially on any
differential which may be introduced into 1t If we are
to look ahead of the present and the immediate future,
this phase of the subject can not be ignored and conse-
quently the problem 1s one which should be of interest
to all who are concerned in the Birth Control activities
The views on birth control of a biologist who has devoted
much study to engemes and racial progress are therefore
very timely In his recent book on *“studies in Evolution
and Eugenics,”* Dr Holmes devotes only two chapters
specifically to birth control, but these are written in his
usual spint of scientific inquiry and fairness

A Biologecal Fallacy

The book 18 1n considerable part a collection of previ-
ously published essays, but it presents an unusual umty
and coherence for such a collection It 1s wnitten so far
as possible i non-techmeal language and constitutes a
very readable mtroduction to the broad principles of
heredity and evolution mn their relation to engemes The
two chapters dealing with birth control are headed by
questions—*Is birth control an aid or a menace to
eugenies ™ and “Will irth control reduce fertility ?”

Dr Holmes ponts out the hiological fallacy as well as
the futihity of the doctrine wiich holds that racial ad-
vance must be through the crude selective action of wars
and pestilence and that unlimited fecundity 1s necessary
to this end—that the struggle for racial supremacy must

® Studies in Evolution and Fugenics,” by § J Holmes, PhD,
Professor of Zoology in the Unnersity of Californla New York,
1923, Harcourt, Brace and Company

really be a race for huigh fecundity He says, “When man-
kind m general gets to be sufficiently enhghtened to
appreciate the effects of unhmted fecundity, it will, 1
beheve, pay httle heed to the preaching of this doctrine
It will simply balk It will reap the rewards of present
freedom from over-crowding and let the future take care
of 1itself, as considerable sections of civilized mankind are
now domg” But while recogmzing 1ts benefits and 1n-
evitabihity Holmes says, “The trouble with birth control
1s that 1t 1s practised least where 1t should be practised
most > He emphasizes the point that there are strata of
society to which voluntary birth control will not effec-
tively reach, and stresses the nced, 1n order to help coun-
teract the fecundity of these undesirables, of the develop-
ment of a social conscience on the part of the classes
more favored by nature which will recogmze the respon-
sibihty for larger famlies where circumstances will per-
mt That portion of society which unduly restricts
fecundity for purely selfish reasons will automatically
ehminate 1ts genetic contribution to postenty

The Posstive Side of Burth Control

This positive side of birth control has not received the
attention and consideration 1t deserves, and while he 1s
speahing more from the standpoint of eugemics than
philanthropy, Holmes raises a very practical pomnt when
he mantains that, “The birth contiol movement would
gam greatly m moral force 1if 1t placed more emphasis
upon the responsibihtics of those who take into their own
hands the regulation of the birth supply There are
multitudes of people of good mmheritance whose financal
circumstances easily permit them to rear fair-sized
famles, but who are suffering their hnes to become ex-
tinct through ignerance or wilful disregard of one of the
most fundamental of all duties Buth control 1s a bio-
logical mnovation of great moment m the lustory of the
race Manhind has evolved without it, although at the
cost of much suffering and loss of hfe Its unwise employ-
ment for a few generations would have a disastrous effect
on our racial inheritance which 1t has taken untold ages
to build up If so powerful an instrument for good or
for 111 1s placed 1n the hands of human beings there should
be some endeavor to induce them to use it wisely If the
Neo-Malthusians presume to undertake the role of gmd-
ing the unenlightened public 1 this regard they should
do something more than simply preach restiiction”

To one mterested 1 other biological-social problems
besides birth control, there 1s much 1n the book which will
furnmish interesting and informative reading

In the last analysis the stability and especially the
aedvance of society does not depend upon those who are
compelled to, but on those whe want to follow a hgher
concept of hife, a hfe of wdealhsm, religious or otherunse
—ArtHUR W MyEers, MD
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CHINESE MIGRATIONS, with Speaial Reference to
Labor Conditions, by Ta Chan, A M U S Depart-
ment of Labor, Washington, D C

HE Umted States Government, which in the Federal

Mail Laws classes Birth Control with obscemty, and
makes information concerning 1t unmailable, has appar-
ently set 1ts seal of approval on Birth Control for the
Chinese In this pamphlet, emigration from China 1s
defimitely attributed to pressure of population, and yet
the writer finds that, in spite of ermgration extending over
many centuries, the condition of the people in the home
land has not been improved, but that congestion of popu-
lation remains as a cause of poverty and low standards
of iving Mr Ta Chen’s summing up of the subject 1s
somewhat pessimistic He writes —“Cultural advance-
ment presupposes leisure But due partly to this pressure
of population, in China teday an immense number of
people are busily engaged in making a bare living, and
there 1s Little opportumty for self-improvement The
struggle for existence 15 severe, and the struggle for
achrevement among the general populace 1s almost negh-
gible Livelihood for the wage-earming classes 1s on the
verge of mimmum subsistence, and httle surplus energy
1s available for seeking anything mgher Advance
civilization 1s therefore hindered When education reaches
the great masses and fundamental laws of population
are generally understood, famihes will be smaller and the
material wants of the people can be satisfied with pro-
portionately less effort, so that poverty may be dimin-
1shed and the cultural level substantially raised, the needy
may no longer be forced to emigrate 1n large numbers,
and the soci0-economic welfare of the people will be mater-
1ally improved ? And these good results are to be brought
about, be 1t noted, by decreasing the size of the families.

PERIODICALS

The Thinker, Chicago, for April, contains the final
article of a series on Birth Control by Margaret Sanger
The first mstallment appeared last October The publi-
cation of these articles 1s .n keeping with the progressive
character of the magazine Another series running
through the 1ssues 1s on “Pioneer Thinkers,” by the
Editor In Apnl, Mr Flower gave an especially excellent
account of Soerates, 1llustrated by a well chosen selection
from the sayimngs of the great Greek philosopher

John C Gebhart, of the New York Association for the
Improvement of the Condition of the Poor, in Social
Hygene for April, describes the effects of syphilis on
mothers and their offspring The article 15 a summary
of pre-natal work done in a colored district in New York,
a district in which the maternal and infant mortahty
rates had been abnormally high, due to the wide pre-
valence of syphiis He shows that pre-natal treatment
of syphilitic women has resulted in lowening the death
rate of both mothers and infants, but that even with such
treatment the rate remains much higher than for the non-
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syphilitic His article, 1n fact, shows the great need for
contraceptive mstruction for the syphilitic But of such
need he makes absolutely no mention

Another article, 1n the same magazine, discusses Dr
Max Schlapp’s researches into the causes mnducing con-
gemtal malformations and deformities in children Dr
Schlapp 1s strongly inchned to the opimon that “un-
favorable home surroundings and external conditions 1n-
ducing mental disturbances mmn the mother may have a
decided effect upon the physical and mental charactens-
tics of her offspring ” Surely there could be no stronge:
testimony to the need of Birth Control, the lack of which
so often creates these unfortunate conditions

Equal Rwghts, the organ of the National Woman’s
Party, 1n 1ts 1ssue of May 8rd, pubhshed the letter from
Florence Garvin which appeared i our April number,
but did not pubhsh our reply

Problems of sex and of the position ¢f women are
recaiving much attention 1n The Indian Social Reformer,
although as yet this progressive magazine has not ac-
cepted the 1dea of Birth Control The Editors take the
view that a redistribution of wealth must precede the tak-
ing of any steps to check over-population In the 1ssue
for March 28, they argue strongly for the protection of
girls both 1nside and outside of marriage, and give hearty
support to legislative proposals for rawsing the age of
consent It 1s only one step forward to the advocacy of
the right of a woman of adult age to control her own body
and 1ts supreme power of reproduction

Professor Reynold A Spacth, of the School of Hygiene
and Pubhe Health, The Johns Hophins Umversity, has
an excellent article in Equal Rights, the organ of the
National Woman’s Party, for April 19, on “Dhfferences
Between Men and Women” In it he faces frankly the
disadvantage to woman workers of pregnancy and mater-
mty He thinks that the experiment of giving Birth Con-
trol information to industrial workers by industrial phys:-
cians might be worth trying, but asserts that an educa-
tional campaign mn regard to the responsibility of bring-
mg children mnto the world 1s also needed Professor
Spaeth 1s a member of the National Council of the
American Birth Control League

In the Ednburgh Review for April, Sir Henry Rew,
K C B, contributes a somewhat reassuring criticism of
recent pessimstic forecasts of world over-population
Taking Professor East’s book as a basis, he points out
possibilities of food increase which have been hitherto
overlooked But while he postpones the date of conges-
tion, his conclusions are simlar to those of Professor
East ° The march may be slow, he remarks, “but the
direction 15 sure To take no thought for the mor-
row—even 1if the morrow be remote—is foolishness
Those who believe that man’s intelligence, 1f aroused and
guided, may help to postpone, or avert the evil day, are
i duty bound to inculcate prudence and advocate re-
stramnt ”
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THE “BOBBED-HAIRED BANDIT”
A Noteworthy Editorial from the “N Y World”

OR some months now we have been vastly entertained
by the bobbed-haired bandit Knowing nothing about
her, we created a perfect story standardized accoiding
to the rules laid down by the movies and the short-story
magazines The story had, as the press agents say, every-
thing It had a flapper and a bandit who baflled the
police, it had sex and money, crime and mystery And
then yesterday we read in the probation officer’s report
the story of Cecilia Cooney’s hfe It was not in the least
entertaining  For there in the place of the dashing bandit
was a pitiable girl, mstead of an amusing tale, a dark
and mean tragedy, instead of a lovely adventure, a ter-
nble accusation

In the twenty years she has hved in this city she has
come at one time or another within reach of all the agen-
cies of rnighteousness Five years before she was born her
father was summoned to court for drunkenness and
neglect, the Charities Department recommended then that
her older brothers and sisters be committed to an insti-
tution That did not prevent her parents bringing, with
the full consent of the law, three or four more children
wto the world Cecilia herself, the youngest of eight, came
at four years of age into the custody of the Children’s
Society Six months later, on the recommendation of the
Department of Public Charity, she was turned back to
her mother, who premptly deserted her

She was next taken to Brooklyn by her aunt and for
ten years or so attended parochial school At the age
of fourteen her mother brought her back to New York,
took her to a furnished room, stole her clothes and deser-
ted her A year later, aged fifteen, Ceciha became a child-
laborer 1m a brush factory mn Brooklyn, and was asso-
ciating at mght with sailors picked up on the water-front
At sixteen Ceciha was back in New York, living with her
mother, working as laundress for a few months at a
stretch 1n various hospitals At twenty she was marned,
had borne a child, had commtted a scries of robberies,
and 1s condemned to spend the rest of her youth in
prison

THIS is what twentieth-century civihization m New
York achieved 1t the case of Ceciha Cooney Fully
warned by the bchavior of her parents long before her
birth, the law allowed her parents to reproduce ther
kind Fully warned when she was still an infant, society
allowed her to drift out of 1ts hands into a Life of dirt,
neglect, dark basements, begging, stealing, 1gnorance,
poor little tawdry excitements and twisted romance The
courts had their chance and they missed 1t Charity had
its chance and missed it Schools had their chance and
missed 1t The abscnt-minded routine of all that 1s well-
meaning and respectable did not defleet by an inch her
mexorable progress from the bascment where she was born
to the jail where she will expiate her crimes and ours
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For her crimes are on our heads too No record could
be clearer or more eloquent None could leave less room
for doubt that Cecila Cooney 1s a product of this aty,
of 1ts neglect and 1ts carelessness, of 1ts indifference and
its undercurrents of misery We recommend her story
to the pulpits of New York, to the school men of New
York, to the lawmakers of New York, to the social work-
ers of New York, to those who are tempted to boast of 1ts
wealth, 1ts magmficence and 1ts power —New York World,
May 8, 1924
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THE SEXUAL

MARGARET SANGER’S OWN CORNER

A Correspondent writes “Do you think 1t 1s
wrong fer me to bring myseclf around when I am not
vet three months overtime?”

Answer  When you use the term “bring myself
around,” you are referring to aboition T believe
that repeated abortions, however ecarly thev are
brought on, have a very bad effect on a woman’s
health I do not adwvise 1t even by shilled hands, un-
less 1t has been recommended by your physician I
strongly advise you agamst taling diugs for any
such purpose Diugs are frequently uscless and
always mjurious Thev injure the mother and if
they fail of their puipose, as they often do, they arc
apt to injure the child The practice of abortion gets
vou nowhere, for pregnancy comes again more easily
after abortion than before, and 1t becomes necessary
to go through it all again  Abortion 1s not the
right means of contiolling the size of your fammly
One of the strongest 1easons for urging Birth Con-
trol 1s that the saentific prevention of conception
males abortion unnccessary, and will thus do away
with this evil tling

MS
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THE “PICTORIAL REVIEW” AWARD

ANY letters are pouring into our Head-
quarters, commending the suggestion of
Margaret Sanger’s name by Mr Rokahr, as put
forward in s letter printed in the April Review
To us this 1s not a personal matter If 1t were, no
mention of 1t would be made in these pages The
selection of one of the leading advocates of Birth
Control as the recipient of the award would be of
vast importance, for it would mean the recognition
of Birth Control as a great forward movement for
human welfare This view 1s taken by many of our
correspondents, as 1s i1llustrated by the following
extract from one of these letters

I so appreciated the suggestion of Theodore Ro-
kahr, printed 1n your columns, regarding the Pic-
torial Review award, that I wish to urge you to men-
tion again this award, and to suggest to the members
of the Birth Control League that they get belnnd this
recommendation Not only would the $5,060 help
the movement, but whatever attendant publicity was
secured would be desirable E E Ceawe
Another correspondent—XEric 'Widdas—sends

us a copy of his letter to the Pictorial Review The
letter 1s long and contains a full statement of the
case which he presents We give the following
extracts

Supposing that a great catastrophe were head-
ing toward this country, or the world, a calamty
overshadowing all other evils that have swooped
down upon humamty combined, that this swiftly
advancng disaster, with 1ts train of butchery and
bestiahity, was easily preventible 1f the people knew
of 1t, and of the simple expedient to avoid it And
then one intelligent woman’s foresight became aware
of the appreach of this horrible condition Making
sure that her convictions are substantiated by scien-
tific fact she goes forth alone to tell of the
swiftly approaching calamity to those who can be
of the most assistance mn warding off this monstrous
evil—laughed at, scorned, jailed, abused—still she
fights on alone A few scientific men check up
on some of the data to disprove 1t, and, as they ac-
cumulate the facts, they in their turn become
alarmed, and add their warnings until to-day there
1s a well orgamized, active body of women and men,
extending the world around, deing increasingly posi-
tive work 1n an effort to prevent this calamity from
overtaking humamty.

My choice for the honor you offer 15 an American
woman who has done more to prevent and alleviate
unnecessary suffering, both physical and mental,
amongst the women, children and, yes, even men,
than any other person m America, who has kept
more misery away from homes (thereby conserving
human happiness) and saved more women’s hives than
any other woman 1 America
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VIRGINIA ANTI-BIRTH CONTROL BILL
A Protest by A T McAtee
THIS bill 1s another of the laws that place large

classes of the population 1n the ranks of crimnals,
a state of affairs that 1s certanly not good for any
commonwealth Why not be frank and recogmze the fact
that the majorty of citizens undoubtedly do resort at
times to one form or another of buth control? Is it wise
therefore to brand them as eriminals?

Birth Control certainly 1s practised by civilized per-
sons everywhere and by this token 1s no crime Only
departures from normal practice so extreme as to be
anti-social constitute crime And birth control under
modern cond:itions certainly 1s not anti-social We have
too many people already, the entire world has too many
Would you encourage unrestricted breedng, leading
surely to crowding, poverty, starvation and all the :lls
that overpopulation brings? I am sure the Virgima legs-
lature has no such tendency, but the facts should be faced
that sexual intercourse will not cease, and hence over-
population will surely result unless birth control 1s
practised

The bill secks to prevent a thing which 15 really neces-
sary for the greatest good to the greatest number under
modern conditions Is 1t better to breed like guinea pigs,
and almost equally irresponsibly, so far as the fate of
the offspring 1s concerned, or to lumt the number of
children to what can be properly reared and educated?
The last pont touches Virgima 1n a tender place, the
Old Dommion being one of the states with a starthngly
high percentage of illiteracy Better far to encourage
birth control and prevent any increase in the army of
illiterates, which 1s certamnly not being given a square
deal at present in this land of supposed equality of oppor-
tunity for all

From a humanitarian standpoint also can any one
deliberately vote for a hill which, if 1t has any effect, will
increase the wastage of mother and child hfe? One of
my neighbors, for instance, has had five children 1n rapid
succession, three of which have died, the last just recently,
the mother at the time carrying the next arrival What
a waste of energy, health and hfe, what a harvest of
sorrow, suffering and death' Would it not be far better
for famhes to have only twe or three children spaced
far enough apart so that all could be given proper at-
tention, thus assuring thewr survival barring accidents,
and preserving the health of the mother? The affirmative
15 the only humane answer to this question, and carres
with 1t an obhgation not for the suppression, but for the
encouragement, and teaching of Birth Control

I sincerely hope that the bill referred to will be con-
signed to the oblivion 1t so thoroughly merits

As noted wm our News Columns, this Wil was with-
drawn —EpiTon
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News Notes

UNITED STATES

New York

April 21 A Birth Control meeting was held at
Pleasantville, at which Mrs Ethel Watts Mumford
was the speaker Florence Harmon Dock, Chair-
man of the Executive Committee of the Republican
Federation of Pleasantville and Chappaqua, was
hostess

Mrs F Robertson Jones and Mrs Anne Ken-
nedy attended the Annual Convention of Women
Voters at Buffalo, April 25 to May 2 They con-
ducted a vigorous campaign of education among the
delegates on the subject of Birth Control A round
robin dinner was arranged for them by Mrs John
J O’Connor, Nationa! Chairman of the Child Wel-
fare Commuttee, at which the subject was discussed
from every angle Women from all parts of the
United States were present and jomed in the dis-
cussion The consensus of opimon was strongly n
favor of having the League study methods of
amending the present State and Federal laws
affecting Birth Control, and also the prmeciples of
the movement Many of the State Charrmen of
Child Welfare will doubtless take up the subject
during the coming year, so that they may be more
fully informed at the next Annual Convention A
resolution was introduced mn the Convention by Dr
Rachel Yarros of Chicago, that the Social Hygiene
Committee should mnclude the study of Birth Con-
trol and Sterilization in 1ts programme Ths mo-
tion was defeated, owing to the feeling among the
national leaders that the delegates were not suffi-
ctently mformed on the subject An account of
the Birth Control Debate by one of the delegates
will be given mn our next issue

April 29 The Syracuse chapter of the American
Birth Control League met at the Hotel Onondaga
Mrs O H Cobb, Chairman, presided Mrs Mar-
tm H Knapp accepted the charrmanshp of the
orgamzation commuttee for chmcal research work
Mrs F R Hazard accepted the post of honorary
charrman of this group It was decided to make a
thorough canvass for members of the commttee,
which 1s now the largest in New York State

May 5 A Birth Control meeting was held in
Kew Gardens at the residence of Mrs J Bishop
Vandever The meetng was well attended by
people from Richmond Hill, Forest Hills and the
immediate viemmity The commttee arranging this
meeting consicted of Mrs J Bishop Vandever,
Chairman, Mrs Maguire, Mrs Quanger, Mrs
Sage, Mrs Irvin, Mrs Epstemn, Mrs Yepson, Miss
Fowler and Mrs Kelley Mrs Sanger and Dr
Garth were the speakers
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104 Fifth Avenue

What Every Girl
Should Know

By
MARGARET SANGER
NEW REVISED EDITION

Margaret Sanger was first in the field 1n giving highly

necessary mstruction for girls

The revised edition of her book still holds the highest

place among books of this character

This book has the endorsement of physicrans educa

tors clergymen social workers and mothers

Price, $1 60 (covering postage)
Order from

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW
New York City

thousands of copies of a2 new book by Dr H Will

Elders are being distributed without cost to childless
women Any family interested 1n overcomung condinons
of nature that hinder the gift of children should wrue
for this free boek today It describes a simple home treat
ment based on the use of Steriltone, 2 wonderful scien
tific tonuc that has had marvelous success all over the
country 1 relieving constitutional weakness

SO many married couples yearn fer children that

Every woman who 1 ants to live a pormal happy life
with Iittle ones around her should consider it her first
duty to know what Steriltone 15 and why 1t shauld be <o
wonderful an aid to her Read this Little book which s
sent without charge or obligation 1n a plain envelepe 1t
unfolds facts that most women never have had explained
to them Simply send name today to Dr H Will Elders
2001 Ballhnger Bldg St Joseph Mo
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Be Informed on the Question of

BIRTH CONTROL

COMBINATION OFFER

Send check for $5 00 and receive the
following books and pamphlets

BIRTH CONTROL - - $300
What It 1s
How It Works
What It WILL DO

(Proceedings of the First American Birth

Control Conference )

ONE LITTLE BOY - - $200
By Hugh de Selincourt

WOMAN, MORALITY
and BIRTH CONTROL - 20

By Margaret Sanger

Booklet dealing with love

life of woman - - - 25

Booklet striking a new and
bold note for love and
marrage - - - - - 20

Order from

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW

New York City

Bwrth Control Revew

May 6 A meeting was held at the residence of
Dr David R Telson, 784 Ocean Ave, Brooklyn,
at which there were present about 30 doctors Dr
Dorothy Bocker, director of the clinical research
department of the American Birth Control League,
discussed the techmque of contraception The
doctors present were enthusiastic in regard to this
work

May 10 Dr Tsuda of the Medical University
of Kyoto, visited the New York City Birth Control
Research Bureau He expressed interest mn the
World Birth Control Conference to be held mn this
country n 1925, at which delegates from Japan
will attend

F ROM the convention on “Youth’s Standard of
Living,” held n New York, Carolne Abrams of
Brookwood Labor College, Katonah, N Y, sends
the following interesting news note

“When people are faced by facts which show
that hundreds of Little children at the age of four
are forced to spend their days in stuffy tenement
rooms, helping their mothers on artificial flowers,
or other work which they are forced to do to keep
themselves alive, when faced by the fact that ninety
per cent of the tenement children of New York
City suffer from rickets, and the fact that fifty
per cent of them are undernourished and never get
enough to eat, i1t takes a peculiar sense of justice
to consider 1t a crime to make avallable for the
mothers of these children the information of how
to hmit their families These are facts and not
‘sob stuff,” however, which American youth 1s ready
to face even 1f the older generation 1s not

“at a recent convention held at Bear Mountain,
N Y, a hundred and fifty delegates, representing
thirty organizations of New York (among them
the Christian Endeavor, the Young Men’s and
Young Women’s Christian Association, the Young
People’s Socialist League, etc }, adopted a state-
ment of principles in which, among other things,
they declared ‘We feel that the medical profes-
sion should be allowed by law to give such
knowledge to parents as will make 1t possible for
them to himit their families to the number which,
under the present economic conditions, they can
mamntam n health and happiness’ As a further
aimm for socal adjustment the conference favored
a social order based primarnly on production for
use rather than for profit ”

New Jersey

EVERETT R MEVES, secretary of the Cam-
den Birth Control League and widely known advo-
cate of birth control, made a strong argument for
the Malthusian 1dea at the Y’s Men’s Club Fifty-
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four members were present The subject was
“Burth Control—a factor in World Peace ”

Mr Meves 1s reported by the Camden Post as having
quoted Professor Ross, of the Umversity of Wisconsin,
as regretting his mvention of the term “race” suicide,
made famous by Theodore Roosevelt He had neglected
to consider the decrease in death rate along with the de-
crease n birth rate

“Before 1800 1t was estimated that there were 1,000,-
000,000 people on the earth and mn 1900 there were
2,000,000,000 people Scientists have computéd with
some mathematical accuracy that the world will support,
counting all of the land inhatable to man, a population
not to exceed 5,200,000,000 people, a number which wll
be reached within 150 years”

He stated that the same population condition obtained
for England, Italy and Rumama He explamed that the
Neo-Malthusian League was based on the science of mathe-
matics and that 1t forwarded to the League of Nations
a recommendation that birth control be mncorporated as
a prerequisite to membership m the League of Nations, as
no nation without compulsory regulation of its popula-
tion could continue to hve at peace with 1ts neighbors

Numerous authorities recited by Mr Meves made his
address most convincing and brought the question of birth
control to an elevated position mn the minds of his hearers
He concluded with the statement, “Whatever plan for
world peace 15 presented 1t carries within itself the seed
for its inevitable failure unless 1t contemplates as one of
its principal tenets birth control as the rational pohey
of the nations of the earth”

Pennsylvama

A debate was held on May 11th, under the aus-
pices of the Friendsmp Laberal League of Phila-
delphia, on the motion “Resolved, that the Birth
Control Movement 1s a Menace to Labor ” Mr A
J Carey, affirmative and Mr Everett R Meves,
of Camden, N J, negative Mr Meves completely
routed hus opponent with a vast array of scientific
arguments for this vital principle

Vugima

Mr Ozhn's bill, introduced m the Virgima Leg-
1slature, which aimed to make 1t impossible to secure
mformation or material for Birth Control, has been
withdrawn from the calendar at his request It
was not discussed on the floor of the House It
did not come to a vote in the House, nor did 1t
reach the Senate This report has been received
from the Virgima League of Women Voters
Thanks are due to the Virgima members of the
American Birth Control League, who waged an
active campaign to induce Mr Ozhn to withdraw
his bill 'We congratulate them on the effectiveness
of their work
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FUNDAMENTAL
or the Beginning of Things

An nteresting rachcal and secientific
pamphlet by thal realistic wnter,
Dr P A Kane, modern view on the
subject, twenty-five cents Originally
published i1n THE CRUCIBLE, an
agnostic weekly, one dollar per jear

Send 10 cents for sampls copies

RAYMER’S OLD BOOK STORE
1330 First Avenue - - Seattle, Wash

A WAY OUT

By

MAY PIERCE GUEST

15 the only short story published
giving the near tragedy of the
break-up of a happy mammage,

averted by a knowledge of Birth
Control

TWENTY CENTS A COPY
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Published by
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REG UB PATENT OFFICE
INSTEAD OF SUPPOSITORIES
INSTEAD OF DOUCHES
PREKONSOL 1s a safe soluble paste—a socthing remedy
for leucorrhoea It dissolves instantaneously
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ARE YOU DISCOURAGED?
You want to see a better world
You want to bamsh poverty
You want happier women and children
BUT You pay more taxes
You give more and more 1n chanty
And you see no improvement

STRIKE AT THE ROOT OF THE EVIL
JOIN THE
AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE

Ana help the movement to check the comng of unwanted
children wnth its train of si-health, mwery and poverly

I enroll as a member of the American Birth Control
League Enrollment $1 00
Name
Address
National Headquarters 104 Fifth Avenue, New York City

M irGanrT Savore, Faaxcrs B AckreMaNy,
Preswdent Treasurer

BOOKS OF VITAL INTEREST
ON ALL TOPICS
Sex, Psycho-Analysis, Psychology,
Diet and Health
The Most Authontative Authors
Havelock Elhs, Roble, Long Kraft-Ebbing, Forel, Kisch,

Bloch, Malchow, Brill, Freud, Jung, Adler, Tridon, Lind-
lahr, Father Kniepp, Gaze, Drew

Your Neoeds Always Fulfilled
If obtainable, we have it 1f unobtainable, we can get 1t
DESCRIPTIVE LISTS SENT FREE

MODERN BOOK ASSOCIATION

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
4150 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD

Marstin press

80 Fourth Avenueg ™79

PRINTERS TO THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW

Buth Control Remew
NATIONAL

It 1s encouraging to note that students of soci-
ology at many of the Unnersities, ranging from
Texas to Maine, from Washington to Mississippi,
are writing to the American Birth Control League
They ask for a history of the orgamization and the
movement, and also for Iiterature pertaining to all
aspects of the subject These requests indicate that
the next generation will be informed on the subject
of Birth Control and will be able to appreciate the
importance of the principle

ENGLAND

A REPORT on the Relation of the Sexes was
made at the Conference on Christian Pohtics, Eco-
nomics and Citizenship, known 1n England as
Copec, at Birmingham, on April 8th The report
was the work of a special commission of 22 mem-
bers, headed by Professor W F Lofthouse Its
outstanding feature was 1ts treatment of the prob-
lem of Birth Control, 2 subject which was warmly
discussed after the presentation of the report Rev
G A Studdert Kennedv, who recently made a visit
to the United States, and while there took pains
to get into touch with the American Birth Control
League, led the discussion He urged the churches
to take the leadership in the movement, and to raise
it to a higher and more moral plane “The way
these things are advertised and sold,” he asserted,
“was the best possible means of getting them nto
the hands of the wrong people in the worst possible
way, b

A resolution was submitted by Mais T F Wise,
who also pomted out that information on concep-
tion control was being disseminated 1n an undesir-
able form, a fact which was largely the fault of the
churches who had sbunned the question “The
churches,” she urged, “could not stand aside, nor
could they condemn without an adequate knowledge
of the facts Her resolution, which was passed by
the Conference, read “In view of the difficulty
of the moral 1ssues mnvolved in the practice of con-
ception control 1n marriage, and especially the use
for this end of contraceptives, the Conference urges
the Churches here represented, either severally or
umtedly, to investigate thoroughly, and to consider,
with the intention of offering definite gwdance to
perplexed consciences, these and other relevant
questions regarding marriage and parenthood It
would meanwhile lay emphasis on the privileges
and obligations of Christian parenthood ”

Mr Charles E Pell, whose book “The Law of
Births and Deaths” has aroused a good deal of
controversy, and Mr R B ZXerr, editor of The
New Generation, held a debate on Birth Control at
the St Pancras Reform Club, March 23 Mr Pell
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contended that the birth-rate automatically falls
as the death-rate 1s lowered, and that there 1s there-
fore no need for contraception Mr Kerr took the
position that the falling birth-rate 1s largely due to
voluntary control, and that the teaching of contra-
ception 1s necessary to bring down the rate of -
crease of the less desirable elements of the popula-
tion The majority of the audience showed itself
to be on the side of Birth Control

On May 9th, a deputation headed by Mr H G
Wells, and mcluding Dr Ehzabeth Sloan Chesser
and Dr Frances Huxley, waited on Rt Hon John
Wheatley, Minister of Health, to ask that Birth
Control mformation be given at welfare centers
and pre-natal chmes The deputation was cordially
recerved but the request was refused

“You will be glad to hear,” writes an Enghsh
correspondent, “that we are hoping that another
clinie will be opened in the summer mn North Ken-
sington The premuses have been found, and a
separate committee has been formed It will be
affihated to the Walworth Welfare Center The
mterest n the Walworth Center has grown enor-
mously 1n the past twelve months, and things there
are gomng smoothly ”

FRANCE

THE following measures, most of them very
recent, are provided by law for the aid of large
famihies m France (1) Reduction of various taxes
mn proportion to the size of the family, (2) lower
rents in the so-called “cheap houses” and priority
in the assignment of dwellings in those houses, (3)
special facilities m acquring rural property on a
small scale, (4) reduction of the compulsory mih-
tary service by one year n the case of boys who are
the oldest of five chuldren, (5) reduction n railroad
fare, (6) scholarships 1n proportion to size of
famuly, (7) financial aid from the National Gov-
ernment for each child under 14 years, beginning
with the fourth, (8) assistance to women mn con-
finement, (9) so-called “birth” premums, (10)
payment of salaries to civil employees of the na-
tional, departmental and municipal government
and some members of the military profession in pro-
portion to the number of children in their families

Medals are to be given to mothers of large fam-
les, having been provided for by a recent enact-
ment

GERMANY

THE Institute for Sexualwissenschaft in Berlin,
which was established by Dr Hirchenfeld and
which has hitherto been conducted by him, has been
taken over by the Prussian Government Hence-
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Buth Control Review

forth 1t will be conducted as a State Institution
The object of the Institute 15 to provide wholesome
sex nstruction, to carry on research in regard to
the science of sex There 15 a Birth Control De-
partment through which Birth Control mformation
of a medical and scientific character can be freely
obtamed The support by the State of such a de-
partment marks 2 very definite onward step i the
movement for Birth Control

DENMARK

MRS THET JENSEN s lecturing throughout
Denmark on many subjects that concern women
In her lectures she includes Birth Control as one of
the fundamental problems of society, of the home
and of the indrvidual

RUSSIA

A LETTER from Mr W T Conrow, dated
from Kemerove, Siberia, tells of efforts to spread
the knowledge of Birth Control in that great
country Mr Conrow wrote of having obtained
some copies of Mrs Sanger’s pamphlet and con-
tinued

One copy I gave to a young Russian who 15 a
graduate of Cornell and at present holding a very
responsible position 1n Moscow He said 1t might be
used for educational purposes here 1n Russia, because
1t could be easily reproduced 1n Russian and it had
the virtue of clearness and simpheity He also told
me that here there 13 no governmenta! opposition to
such a thing but that the medical profession offered
much opposition There 15 much need for enhghten-
ment upon the subject—m this part of the country
at least—but the Commumst party 1s working to
enhghten the people even upon this subject and they
will no doubt be able to do much good

You may be mterested to know that we are attain-
g considerable success 1 our efforts to create a
modern mdustrial hife here There are no real hard-
ships We are well fed and except for msufficient
space we are well housed The mines are operating
very successfully and will probably do much better
m the near future The chemcal plant 15 beginming
to operate The people are working with energy and
spinit and the future seems full of promse

JAPAN

BARONESS ISHIMOTO, who 1s one of the
leading spirits in the Birth Control movement 1n
Japan, 1s making a visit to the Umited States One
of her objects 1s to get again into touch with Mrs
Sanger and to secure more mformation for her
work m her own country
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OUR CORRESPONDENTS COLUMN

WO correspondents, Mr D Mackenzie, Editor of

The Equitist, of Phoemx, Arizona, and Mr W E
Perrce, of Victona, B C, write to protest agaimnst an
assertion made 1n the March Review Both object to our
claim that “while other orgamzations are dealing with
the twigs and branches of the evil {war) the American
Birth Control League 1s attacking 1ts root,” and both
resent the statement that the pressure of population 1s
“at the basis of all wars that can, in any true sense, be
described as mnevitable” Each puts forward the reform
in which he 15 chiefly interested as the real cure for war

Mr D Mackenzie asserts that the root cause of wars
15 “a breach of the fundamental law of human association
which 18 the real Golden Rule, to it As much work as
others give unto you, give ve so unto them” To secure
the observance of this law he recommends a umt of ex-
change based on work, nstead of on results—the reform
to which The Equatist 1s devoted

Mr Perce also beheves that the conditions that bring
about war are caused by the use of a “currency that will
not permit the producer to consume all he has produced”
and adds that “not until we have removed that ‘cause’
shall we be able to consider 1n any seriousness the ques-
tion of Birth Control ”

TO both correspondents we make the same reply —
There 15 no economic reform that could bring peacc
and prosperity to mankind, so long as the immediate
response to such reform 1s an ncrease in the number of
human bemngs, out of all proportion to the resourccs
available for their support No reform m the currency
or 1n the medium of exchange will make women healthy
and happy, if they have to bear child after child, irre-
spective of their desire or their strength All economic
reforms—however desirable and necessary they may be—
will fail to bring peace and prosperity to mankind, unless
man begins by reforming himsclf, by setting men and
women free from slavery to their own reproductive mnstinct
and making them rulers over themselves and their own
fate, as well as rulers over the matcrial woild of ¢co-
nomics

The International Birth Control Conference
To All Our Friends and Readers

The great event of 1925 will be the International
Birth Control Conference at which delegates from all the
world will be present Already Japan, India and China
are mterested Delegates are expected from England,
Germany Austnia and Holland South America 1s send-
ing enquinies and Mexico 1s anxious to be represented

The Conference will be held in New York City
The date and place of meeting will soon be announced
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ELSIE CLEWS PARSONS ON BIRTH CONTROL

ISCUSSION of contraception has been active in the

last decade or so, but curiously enough its sigm-
ficance aside from contributing to directly saner ways of
Iife has been lhttle realzed Birth control makes possible
such clear-cut distinctions between mating and parent-
hood that 1t might be expected to produce radical changes
in theories of sex attitude or relationship, forcing the
discard of many an argument for personal suppression
for the good of children or the honor of the famly, ana
forcing redefimtion of concepts of honmor and sincerty
between the sexes In such redefimtion reciprocity in pas-
sion, emotional integrity, and mutual enhancement of hfe
might share 1n the approval once confined to constancy,
fidelity, and duty, virtues that are obviously suggested
by the it or miss system of mating and, reproducing our
social orgamzation has favored With httle or no self-
knowledge or knowledge of men, a girl often marnes n
order to find out how much she cares or whether or not she
qualifies, and then when her experience has but begun
she finds herself an expectant mother, and matermty be-
gins to supersede other interests She may become a
parent without the assurance of being well-mated, if not,
more tragically, with the certamty of bemg mismated
Advocates of the monogamous family would do well to
consider how essential to an enduring umion, at least 1
our society, experience m Jove may be, together with
restraint from child-bearing before experience 1s achieved

That neither such considerations nor other changes mn
the theory of sex morality have yet come to the fore m
current discussion 13 perhaps because the techmque of
contraception 1s still i the experimental stage, perhaps
because 1n popular consciousness the morality of contra-
ception 1n 1itself 15 not fully established How 13 1t gomg
to be established? I doubt if through rationalism or
rationahstic propaganda Social changes, we begmn to
know, are rarely due to dehberation, :n any society In
our society they are due mamly to economic causes
Housing congestion m New York will in time affect birth-
control legislation i Albany, and fear of an over-
populated world will drive church as well as state mnto a
new attitude toward multiplymg to the glory of God

EDITORIAL

HE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, because 1t 1s

& huge national orgamzation engaged in Ppractical
politics, 15 wary about the 1ssues 1t selects for attention
and support It can work for better babies, but 1t cannot
work for fewer babies or even for more wisely spaced and
distributed babies It can stand for law enforcement and,
n a fanly general way, for peace It can be enormously
useful 1n certain progressive fields But no one need hope
that 1t wll be able to support a revolutionary femmst
program or fight for a measure that mght give offense to
any large number of respectable mddle-class women All
of which explains why the recent convention of the League
at Buffalo refused to include birth control among the
planks of its 1924 platform —The Natwn, New York,
May 14, 1924
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WILL YOU BROADCAST
BIRTH CONTROL

This 1s an opportumty for every advocate of Birth Control, BARRING NONE—to co-
cperate effectively

Your personal effort 1s the power that sends this humane message of help to a warting and
wanting world

IF YOU ARE 1interested, wrll you prove it to-day?

Will you place on the coupon below at least one of the numbers and faithfully fulfill its

agreement
What You Can Do

Pledge a yearly contribution toward the maintenance of our Headquarters $
Pledge a yearly contribution toward our free distribution of educational literature $
Send a contribution toward our Legislative campaign 3

Give a copy of Woman and the New Race and The Pivot of Civilization,
by Margaret Sanger, to your local Library (Regular price $2 00 per volume ) $3 50

Enter your own subscription immediately to the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 200

Enter a subecription to the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW for your doctor, min-
1ster, or local Library 200

Become a member of the Amernican Birth Control League 100

Enroll your neighbor as a member of the League so she will also know about our
work thru the News Letters sent to members 100

Come personally to Headquarters and volunteer your spare time n assistung
with the volumunous and important work to be done

Send for copies of our free hiterature and pass them on

Help Us To-day!

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE, Inc,
Margaret Sanger, President,
104 Fifth Avenue, New York City

I can help most effectively by plan numbers
Name Street

Town State




