
JUNE, 1924 Twenty Cents 

BIRTH CONTROL 
REVIEW 



BIRTH CONTROL ORGANIZATIONS 
T H E  AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE, INC 

Headquarters 104 FIFTH AVEXUE, NEW YORK CITY 
M m o ~ a e r  S ~ l r o r a ,  Prestdent ANNE K e v v m ~ ,  Secretcry 

Baaam Runme Vlce-prea&n~~ t FRANCIS B Acxraxnxv,  Twaturcr 
Mas LEWIS L D E L A ~ B L O  J NOAH H SLEE, ST., Amratant Treasurer 

Dtrsctort 
C C LITTLE. D SC h n n a ~  Srono~ao, P H  D Mas ANNIE G Poanrn \la3 F R o ~ r n m m  J O N E ~  
Mas R ~ c a a n o  BILLINO~ Mas G ~ o n a ~  H DAY. SP Mas Dexren B u o o e ~  Maa T a o x a s  N H e ~ e w n  

J o n v  C VAUOI~AN, M D BBYJAXIN I TILTON, M D 

Not~onal Councd 
MIS Ernest R Ad* N Y Thcodor. Drcmr CaI Prolcssor E C Lmdcman N C Mrs Enach Rauh Pa 
MI, O7ka Amca M m  lohn Fsn l l  M D 111 udge Ben Lmdrcy Cal 1 Aaron 1 RosanoE M D Cal 
Dcrn Th>na  W Amos Pa \Y~llmm J F d d m g  N Y arrenre Lltchficld M D Pa M n  C C Rumrcy N Y 
Josqh L Bacr M D 111 Mrr Ssmeon Ford N Y Owen R N Y Mrs Homer St Gaudens N H 
Mr. Robert Perkmnr Bass N H Rev W d h m  H Garth N Y Mr Robert M Lovctt 111 Dr E l m h t h  Severn N Y 
MI, 1 Btgdow M D Cal Mr. Kate Crane G a n r  C d  Mis Stanley McCormnck N Y M a n  Shra  N Y 
Altcc Stone Blackwcll Mars Rabbt Smdney E Goldstem N Y Prola  or W McDaugd Maas Reynold A Smeth Ph D Md 
Mr George Blumenrhal N Y M n  Rokr t  B Grcgor 111 MIS Wm A McGrar Mtrh M n  Wallard S m q h t  N Y 
MIS John W m c o  Brannan N Y Dr and Mrs Emm 11  Grucmnr N Y Rabbm Louor L Mann Ill M n  Charles Tiffany N Y 
L a v d  Brcntano N Y Alxe Hamtlton M D Mass Dr Hcnv  0 M a r q  Mass Mrr Shcllcy To1hur.t Cal 
Alac Burlcr M D 0 Vr Lcarncd Hand I4 Y MI amex H Maurer Pa Florence Gumon Tvttlc N Y 
hlr and Mrr Thomas L Chadbovrnc N Y F d e n c L  C Hcrkd M D N Y Adol/Mryer M D Md Rev S t u m  L Tyson N J 
\Vdlmm HmAn Chdds N Y Florence Bayard RI I I c~  Ik l  Abraham M>crson M D Mass Mrr Nnrman de R Whrtrhoure h Y 
Mrr Strphrn Clark N Y Donald R Hmkcr M D Maryland J m c r  G Needham Ph D N k 1 rof \Valrer F Wdlmx N Y 
M n  Frank I Cabb h Y Dr Rosw~ll H Johnron Pa Profcs$or Wm F Ogburn N Y h l w  Mary Wtnsor Pa 
R-bho Rudolph I Co4m Ph D CaI Mrs Otto H K ~ h n  N Y Raymond Pearl Ph D hld Prol~rsar A B \%olfc Ohm 
I con J Cole D Sc WI, S Adolphus Knopl M D N Y Pmlnsor Walter B Pmkm N Y U" Wpc Ycatoun Pa 
Herhrr Craly N Y Mrs Arthur L Larrmcr h \ Horrtto M Pollack Ph D N \ 
Urt  &IIc dr &$era N J Mr and M n  S m l u r  Lerm h Y 

LEAOWE Baaxcnrs 
MIDDLE WESTERN STATES CONIMITTEE 

Cbrurman Dr John Favdl, Chteaeo, Ill 
A L L E O ~ E N Y  LOUXTY, PA Vwe-Pm~~dent  Mrs G Oakley, Phlladelphla Secretary Mr. Walter I.. &p.on, Wmetlra, Ill 
RZADINO Proatdent Rev L Gnsxold Wlllrams, Readlng, P a  NEW  yon^ STATE, LEOISLAT~VE C o x x r n ~ e s  
O H I ~ I V C I N N A T ~  Praazdrnt Dr Ralph Reed, Ind~anapol~s  NEW YOBK C m  Chatwnan Mrs R~chnrd R ~ l l ~ n p j  
I N ~ ~ N A  Prerdent  Dr Amella R Kellar, lndlanapol~s S m c u s z  Cha~rrnan Mrs 0 H Cobh 
W A ~ E  COUNTY Pre8tdent Mrs W F Spnngler, R~chmond, Ind S C H E N E ~ A D Y  Chowman Rev P h h p  F r ~ c k  
MICHIOA~ Preszdent, Mrs Wllllam A McGraw. Det ro~t  R o c n ~ m a  Chatrman Mrs Thomas J Swnnton 
M ~ s s ~ c l r n s ~ r r a  Temporary Clra~rman Mrs W TP Cannon Camhrrdge RWFFALO Cha~rmnn Mrs '3 Merr~ll  Clement, Jr  
C o ~ x e c n c o r  Preatdcnl Mrs G e o r ~ p  H Day, S r ,  Hartford Kew G ~ a o e v s  Chrrwrnan Mrs J Brshop Vandevrr 
COLOMDO Secretary Ruth Vlncent, Denver, Col S ~ I T E I T O W N  Chol~rnan Mrs Frank M Leawtt 
Barrun C~LWXBIA Pressdent Mr A M Stephen, Vancouver C e o ~ n ~ ~ n a m  Chotrman Mrs Tohn Scott Browning, Jr 

B I R T H  C O N T R O L  R E V I E W  
104 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOBK, N Y 

Vor VIII JUNE, 1921 No 6 

C O N T E N T S  
TIIE WOQLD WL 1 ITP I \  I fi? 

Judpe 8 ,  bar I Oo~nme -Thr & b k I  H~zrn l  B i d l t  Two K#r$dq 01 
P ~ r e n t  - \  Pernwua T r a d m o n  9undvd l  lrr I i r  a t  

Bartb Control and Publne Poltcy 1 6 5  
The Judmal Oponnon of J L ~ K C  R h l  Fn her on lllr C l m o p  Bmh 
Luntrol Chntr C m  

C n n o  Lruon A \ "  BIRTU COYTIIOL, by G e r t m d ~  W e b b  I 0 9  
Wdl C hdcl L x h r  I k i t  la,, ,n by rl$ecL8nr rrplualri8un ol Ih~lJrc L 

cru e J n r m d  lur Bwth Ctntrol 

Trtr CRCX 06 MALTI~IIYIA\IIM.  hy h n u t  Il.wh*cl l i l  
A S w d  h l'rufc \or rlwui the srcd lor Rwrb Tu!xml 

WAR r \ o  H ~ n r ~ r  CO~TROL bu RPD D I1 firlmnrd. 1 7 1  

IP*nrr Wnnnlwr ~ v n  Rrarn COITROI hv V It \ ~ I I I P U  I?? 
\I, In<', n \ ~ r u  01 Hsrth Control 

W U Y  Do\ T You H < t v  C l r n n s ~ v  hy Alwe Unry It ,st 
1,oll (poem) 1 5 i  

1 7 8  

1 7 9  

1 8 0  

1 RO 
181 
1RI 
I n 1  
1 8 2  
182 
I n l  
181. 
185 
IRB 

Monthly on the first of each month =+%Z-a Subscription price, $2 00 a year 
Entered a8 Becond Class Mat t r r  March 11 1919 o t  t h r  post odice at New York N Y under the Act of March S 1879 



6 BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
OFFICIAL ORGAN OF T H E  AIIIERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 

Four Steps to Our Coal-Agltatron, Edueahon, Orpanuahon, Legdabon 

MARGARET SAYGER, Edstor ANNIE G PORRZTT. Managtng Edstor 

VOL V I I I  JUNE, 1924 No ti 

The World We Live In 

J UDGE F I S H E R ' S  optnmn, deltvered m the 
Ch~cago Bnth Control case, has more than a 

legal Interest I n  fact there was no law tnvolved, 
as the Statute Book of Illtno~s contams no ment~on 
of Blrth Contlol The lrcense for such a chn~c, 
wh~ch had been asked for by a group of the I l l ~ n o ~ s  
Btrth Control League, was refused not on legal 
grounds, but because the Health Co~nmlssmner 
took tt upon hlmself to dectde that Blrth Control 
was agamst Pubhc Welfare I n  askinq for a man- 
damus to force the grantmq of the I~cense, argu- 
ments were used to p o l e  that Bnth Control was 
not agatnst the ~nterests of the people, bnt was, on 
the contrary, h~ghly conducwe to the welfare of the 
c ~ t y  and of the nat~on Judge F~she r  accepted 
these arguments, and, In h ~ s  oplnion, he summzrlzes 
them and emphas17es those he conwders of most 
~mportance 

The Op~nlon was rendered on November 23, and 
~t was then open to the adlocates of B ~ r t h  Control 
to proceed w~ th  thew plans Unfortunately the 
opponents of B ~ r t h  Control threatened to appeal 
the case, and tt seemed best to the group promottng 
the clln~c to wwt un t~ l  the czse was finally settled 
before actuallv openlng ~ t s  doors T h ~ s  gave tnne 
for the format~on of an opposmg group, and the 
beneficent effect of Judge Ftsher's pronouncement 
was ueakened by dell) In ac t~ng  upon ~t If thc 
c l ~ n ~ c  had been opened just as soon as the hcense 
could be secured-under the mandamus granted by 
Judge F~sher-the B ~ r t h  Contlollers would have 
been In possession of the c~tadel, and In the best 
posit~on to resrst anv further attwk W e  stronglj- 
hope that there wdl be no furthel del tv In es tabld-  
Ing t h ~ s  beneficent ~ n s t ~ t u t ~ o n  Such delav grves 
opportuntty to the R o i n ~ n  C?thol~c opposition to 
work for the Passam of z law .IE nnst B ~ r t h  Control 

HE New Pork W o ~ l d  p e ~ f o ~ m e d  a great and T a ua b le puhhc serllce when ~t po~nted out, on 
Mzv 8th, the r e d  lesson of the "Robbed-Hmed 
Band~t" case The ed~tor~al ,  wh~ch we reproduce 
In full, showed up Cecllla Coonev not as a herome 
hut as the \lctnn of the neglect of her heartless 
mother and father and of an order of soctetr n hlch 
encourages unfit parentage Cecrlta was the 1 oung- 
est of eight chlldlen, and long before her blrth 
there had been ample opportun~ty for the soc~al 
agencles, the courts and the ~nuntctpal char~t~es  to 
realue that ~t was a crme aga~nst hum.ul~t\ and 
soctety for such parents to b ~ t n g  more cluldren tnto 
ex~stence Yet far from ~mpressing this upon Ce- 
c111,l's father and mother, or f ~ o m  ~ n z h ~ n g  lt ph~slc-  
all\ unposs~ble b) s eg l eg~ t~on  or stel~lizat~on f o ~  
them to continue to repioduce then worthless 
sehes, the soc~al (01 IS ~t mtt-soc~al) agencles 
Inel ely rehe! ed them of the care of thelr ch~ldren 
and t u n e d  them loose to add some more to the 
burden on soc~etr  Cec111a for the ptesent 1s un~b l e  
to do further harm I t  would be ~nteiest~ng, hon- 
ever, to t ~ a c e  the do~ngs of the rest of the f a m d ~  
and thew clescendnnts, and to know ~ r h e t h e ~  the 
G r e ~ t  C ~ t y  of New Pork, w ~ t h  211 ~ t s  stole of 
nmdern knon ledge, 1s p~ e p r l n g  fol om dcscend- 
ants ano th t~  Juhes ol K 1l1h lk f.uullv 

T HE pvents  dcsc~~bed lw Ger t~ude  Webb In 
the ~r t lc le  on Ch1111 Labor ~ n d  B ~ r t h  Control 

lrh~ch we p ~ m t  t h ~ s  month Ire not the pvents  aho  
~ p p c d  for BII th Cont~ol  ~ n f o r t n ~ t ~ o n  The fa the~s 
~ n d  mothc~s nlth whom the A m e ~ ~ c a n  B I I ~ I I  Con- 
tlol Lc~gl ie  comes ~ n t o  contact x e  unrous fol the 
best n clf ue  of the11 ch~ldren The1 n11\ 11 t l  e bcen 
obhged to send the \oungsters to xork because 
othc1w15e they could not m u n t ~ ~ n  the fannl1 But 

Cl~ntcs ~ e ; r a e  The ~hlcagoGloup to proceed ' ~ t  ~t 1s n ~ t h  p ~ t j - ~ n d  legrct that thcj see then ciuldlen 
once to the opeZtng of the chn~c compelle~ t" le I\ e school m d  to go  to wolk to earn 



money Much of the demand for Birth Control 
springs from the desire of fathers and mothers to 
care properly for the children they have already 
brought into the world They want to give them a 
good education and to secure for them a fair oppor- 
tunity in life This they cannot do, if there are too 
many children in the family, and it is most reluct- 
antly and with sad hearts that they see themselves 
obliged to send their boys and girls to work to help 
to maintain their too large families 

I T may be that there are such parents as those 
described by Miss Webb She has been an 

active social worker and she writes from her own 
experience Perhaps she has been especially un- 
fortunate in this experience On this point we 
should like to haxe the opinion of our readers W e  
should like to know what other social workers have 
to report I s  it true that there are many parents 
in this great and wealthy country who are wlling 
to ralse large families for the sake of the gain that 
accrues from the work of the children, who look 
upon the children as a means of support for them- 
selves, without regard to the welfare and happiness 
of the growing boys and girls? W e  asked this ques- 
t ~ o n  of Owen Lovejoy, General Secretary of the 
National Chdd Labor Committee His answer was 
as follows 

It seems to me the author is rather harsh on 
parents, for while there may be some of this 
class, I seriously doubt whether there are any 
considerable number who contemplate the 
earning value of their children at  the time thew 
children are born, or before 

To  this criticism Miss Webb replied 
I did not intend to give the impression that 

parents actually and consciously calculated 
the value of children before they were born 
But  I do belleve that those parents who accept 
with indifference or with eagerness the idea of 
child labor encourage a frame of mind, which 
accepts a large family as a source of gain to 
themselves rather than as a responsibihty 
What is the opinion of our readers on tlus 

question? 

A P E R N I C I O U S  tradit~on and one which 
was used to prejudice popular opinion 

agalnst both Eugenics and Birth Control, dis- 
appears with recent investigations of the genealogy 
of Abraham Lincoln The old idea was that Lin- 
coln came of a poor, shiftless, worthless father, and 
that he was a rare flower which in some mysterious 
way had blossomed on a weed The newer knowl- 
edge, for much of which we hale to thank Ida 
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Tarbell, shows that on the contrary Lincoln came 
of fine, hardy stock I n  fact, his fam~ly history can- 
not possibly be used as an argument in favor of 
large and unlimited families His  father was one 
of five children-a very moderate family for those 
days H e  himself was the second of three children, 
his only brother dying in infancy His own family 
consisted of three sons, of whom one died a t  eleven 
years of age, and another at  eighteen Robert Lin- 
coln, the sole survivor, has an honorable record in 
United States history which is known to all The 
question, so often asked as to whether Birth Con- 
trol would deprive us of our great leaders, receives 
no support from the instance of Abraham Llncoln 
His  parents worked hard, and were in no way un- 
desirables There would have been no reason for 
prevention in his case Poverty and struggle, 
especially in a new countrv, are not. necessarily 
evil, if parents can feed, clothe and house their 
children, and bring them up with high ideals and 
an eager hunger for knowledge and education- 
all of which his parents did for Abraham Llncoln, 
in addition to givlng him a rich heritage, spiritual, 
moral, intellectual and physlcal 

B I R T H  CONTROL would have to be apphed 
drastically indeed if society demanded for 

natural parentage a standard as high as is now de- 
manded for foster parentage The demand for suit- 
able children for adoption-alas, most children that 
need homes are adjudged "unsu~table" on account 
of poor health or heredity-is greater than the sup- 
ply Many institutions, from which such children 
are drawn, have waiting lists of people, with com- 
fortable homes, who desire to adopt a child Con- 
sequently exacting rules are laid down before the 
would-be foster parents are accepted The parents 
must come up to certain standards as to their finan- 
cial and moral status They are required to state 
how much money they are prepared to spend on the 
education and upbnnging of the child They are 
asked what kind of an education they propose to 
give to it I n  fact they are presented with a ques- 
tionnaire that requires many intimate details, and 
that must be filled out to the satisfaction of the in- 
stitution before the child IS handed over But why 
should an adopted child have so much better a 
chance than natural offspring? Why perin~t, and 
almost compel parentsge for men and nomcn who 
could not fulfill a single one of the requirements 
which form the mmimuin for adoption? The child 
equally deserves protect~on, whether its parents be 
the chance father and mother of our present sys- 
tem, or the carefully chosen foster parents which 
the new standards of social work now demand 
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Birth C( ontrol and Public Policy 
Judzczal Opznzon of Judge Harry M Fzsher 

I N August, 1923, the Illinois Birth Control 
League made an appl~cat~on to the Mayor of 

Chlcago for a l~cense to open a Birth Control clinic 
in the city The request was referred to D r  Har- 
man N Bundesen, Commisioner of Health, who 
declared himself opposed to Birth Control and re- 
sisted the granting of a llcense on the ground of 
Puhllc Welfare Strengthened by a favorable 
opmion from M r  Frank M Pudden, Assistant 
Corporation Counsel, who stated that there was no 
law in Illinols to prevent the mamtenance of such 
a clinic, the League applied to the Courts for a 
mandamus The case came before Judge Harry 
M F~sher  of the Clrcuit Court of Cook County, 
and the decision was rendered on November 23rd 

Judge Fisher's opinion was reprinted by the 
Illmois Bmth Control League in pamphlet form 
and ~t is through the courtesy of this League that 
we reproduce it here It marks another onward step 
m the B ~ r t h  Control movement, for ~t sets a judicial 
seal of approval on several of the chief arguments 
of the advocates of this great reform 

THE OPINION 
The People of the S t a t e  of Illanozs 

ex re1 Helen G Carpenter, 

Wzllaam E Dever, Mayor, and Herman 
N Bundesen, Commzssaoner of 
Health, of the Caty of Cl~tcago 

The  p e t ~ t ~ o n e r  In thls case p r a j s  for the Issuance of a 
writ of mandamus agamst the Mayor and the Comm~s- 
sloner of Health of the Crty of Ch~cago, t o  compel them 
t o  grant  a Ilcense, under the pro\lslons of the C ~ t y  Ordl- 
name, for the mamtenance of a cl ln~c t o  be known a s  
"Parents' Clrn~c " 

The petr t~on sets forth an haec vcrba the apphca t~on  
made by pct l t~oner for a Ircense, correspondence between 
p e t ~ t ~ o n e r  and defendants, and tllcrr refusal t o  Issue the 
l~cense I n  the applrcat~on the nature and krnd of treat- 
ment t o  be glven t o  pa t~en t s  In the proposed cllmc IS 

stated t o  cons~st  of "approved n~cthods of contracept~on 
and adv~ce  cons~stent w ~ t h  f a m ~ l j  a d f a r c  In each case" 

The  loca t~on for  such a c lmc  IS allcged t o  ha\e been 
belected a t  1347 North L~ncoln Street, In the c ~ t y  of 
Chicago, and a namcd physlc~an, uhose qual~ficat~ons are 
not quest~oned by the respondents, 1s t o  be In cllarge 

A demurrer t o  the p e t ~ t ~ o n  u a s  filed and on a~gumen t  
the only questron r a~sed  was the sufic~encv of the appll- 
c a t ~ o n  The  demurrer uas  over~uled, and, b j  leabe of 
Court, a n  answer Bas filed The  ansuer r a m s  varlous 

quest~ons of law, nhlch were d~sposed of by the Court's 
rulrng on the demurrer and counsel for  both p a r t ~ e s  agreed 
tha t  such matters be treated a s  surplusage and tha t  the 
case should proceed t o  trlal on the only Issues of fact  
tendered by the ansuer, namely (1) T h a t  there a re  no 
approved methods of contracept~on,  (2) T h a t  the prac- 
tlce of contracept~on 1s mjurlous t o  health 

A t r ~ a l  by jury was wawed and the cause subm~tted 
t o  the Court 

The W~tnesses 
A number of emment physmans test~fied on behalf of 

pc t~ t~one r ,  t o  the effect tha t  there were generally accepted 
and approved methods of contracept~on,  tha t  two spec~fic 
dev~ces, whlch they named, were reasonably rehable and 
generally approved by the profess~on, tha t  them use ua s  
not injurious t o  health, and tha t  contracept~on waq a 
mcd~cal a s  well as  a soc~ologrcal problem The  phys~cran 
t o  be In charge of the proposed cl ln~c testrfied tha t  on11 
marrred women whose phys~cal, mental, o r  economlc con- 
d~trons requ~red ~ t ,  uould be gnen  a d l ~ c e  and treatment 
there, tha t  no effort, by ad\ert~sement or  otherwise, 
nould be made t o  a t t rac t  pa t~en t s ,  and that, In the marn, 
treatment and advlce would be gwen to  persons referred 
by p h y s ~ c ~ a n s  and soc~a l  agencles O n l ~  one uttness took 
the stand on behalf of respondents H e  testlfied tha t  he 
1s a physlcmn In the employ of the C ~ t v ,  tha t  he spec~al- 
Ires ~n ncurolog~cal d~seases, and has In the past  engaged 
rn general p r ac t~ce  of mcdlcme On dlrect exam~nat~on,  
he test~fied tha t  the methods of contracept~on referred t o  
by pe t~ t~oner ' s  w~tnesses ucrc rnjurlous t o  the health of 
the users, but on cross exarnrnat~on, he admrtted tha t  the\ 
ncre not lnjurlous per  se but only when ~mproperly ap-  
plred, tha t  lmproper usc of contraceptne d e ~ ~ c e s  was 
generallj due t o  adv~cc  prom~scuously recewed from l a \ -  
men, tha t  proper med~cal  adb~ce  would mlnlmlze the In- 
J U ~ I O U S  effects, not only b\ d~scou rag~ng  the use of adm~t -  
tedly harmful devrces, but also by remollng the dangclq 
lncldent t o  lmproper use of mstruments not othernrsr 
harmful 

Thrs same wrtness testified tha t  manv rash\ present 
themselves In u h ~ c h ,  from a purelj medlcal tlenpomt, con- 
t racept~on IS dec~dedly ~ n d ~ c a t e d ,  that ,  In such cases, 
mcd~cal exam~nat~ons  a r e  necessary, and often surglcal 
operat~ons are adv~sable t o  effect s t e r ~ l ~ t ~  

The Testmony Analyzed 

From a cons~dera t~on of the foregomg testimony, rt was 
drfficult for the Court t o  follow the reasoning of the 
lcarned counsel for respondents on an  Issue ra~sed  by h ~ s  
argument, namely tha t  the service proposed t o  be ren- 
dered bv the Parents' Clrntc d ~ d  not const~tute medacal 
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treatment or  adzrce such as 1s contemplated by the ordl- 
nances regula t~ng c l rnm,  therefore, ~t would not be a 
c l m c  w ~ t h ~ n  the meanmg of the ordmance, and ~f the 
thmgs proposed t o  be done there were otherw~se lawful, 
no hcense was necessary H e  supported thrs argument 
by the rather  surpnsrng assert~on tha t  contraceptlve 
methods were now so unwersallv known t o  laymen tha t  
adv~ce  a s  t o  thew use no longer const~tutes medxal or  
expert advlce 

No more complete answer t o  thrs broad statement can 
be made than IS t o  be found In the testmony of h ~ s  own 
expert, above rec~ted The further argument, that  con- 
traceptlon 1s a soc~ological quest~on, ~f true, does not make 
~t less a medrcal one 

From all the evrdence adduced, the Court 1s forced t o  
the conclus~on tha t  the estabhshment of a pubhc place 
where med~cal treatment and advrce 1s gwen comes w ~ t h ~ n  
the defin~tron of a c lmc  under the ordmances of the C ~ t y  
of Ch~cago, and tha t  ~t may not be operated without 
hcense The  Court 1s equally sat~sfied, from the evrdence, 
tha t  there a re  generally approled methods of contracep- 
t ~ o n  wh~ch are not lnjurrous t o  health when apphed under 
proper med~cal  rnstruct~on and gu~dance, such as IS pro- 
posed t o  be gwen m the c lmc  In quest~on, ~f perm~tted t o  
be estabhshed, and tha t  ~f legally perm~ss~ble, the estab- 
l~shment of a c l m c  for the exam~na t~on  and the glvlng 
of adv~ce  t o  mothers, properly In need of ~ t ,  would be 
d ~ s t ~ n c t l y  rn the ~nteres t  of pubhc health 

W h y  the Lcense was Refused 
Havmg decrded all questrons of fact r a sed  by the 

pleadrngs and argument (on what the Court regards a s  
undrsputed testmony) In favor of pe t~ t~one r ,  the proper 
quest~on for  the Court now to  determme 1s whether or  
not there 1s any reason In law why no l~ccnse should 
Issue 

The  standmg and character of the people who propose 
t o  establ~sh t h ~ s  c l ~ n ~ c ,  and the qual~ficatron of the physl- 
clan t o  be In charge of ~ t ,  are not qucst~oned 

I n  a letter of the Health Commm~oner, addressed t o  
the pet~troner, whrch 1s set forth verbatm In the p e t ~ t ~ o n ,  
the refusal of the l~cense IS based upon a number of tech- 
meal objections t o  the appl~catron (wh~ch have been d ~ s -  
posed of adversely t o  the respondents by the Court's 
m h n g  on the demurrer) and upon the a d d ~ t ~ o n a l  ground, 
tha t  "the purpose for whrch ~t IS des~red t o  cstabhsh the 
c lmc  1s agamst publlc pohcy, tends t o  corrupt morals, 
and IS unlawful" I n  support of that ,  the Comm~ss~oner 
makes reference t o  Se r t~on  211 of the Penal L a a s  of the 
C n ~ t e d  States, whrch declares a s  non-madable any a r t ~ c l e  
wh~ch may be used for the prevent~on of concept~on 0, 

any wr~ t t en  matter rn connectron therewrth, and, also, t o  
Sectrons 2672 and 2673 of the Ch~cago C ~ t y  Code of 
1922, wh~ch p r o h ~ b ~ t  the d~ssemrnat~on of ~ n f o r n ~ a t ~ o n  on 
contracept~ve methods, by hand bdls, crrculars, news- 
papers, o r  other publ~ca t~ons ,  and polnts t o  these enact- 
ments a s  expressions of a public polley H e  also c ~ t e s  

b ~ b l ~ c a l  passages, wh~ch he mterprets a s  d m n e  command- 
ments for  unl~mlted procreat~on 

Under our system of government, courts cannot be 
called upon to  judlclally mterpret the Brble or  t o  lend 
or  wrthhold them processes t o  enforce biblrcal ~ n j u n c t ~ o n s  
However much the courts may respect rehg~ous doctrrnes, 
they must look t o  the law of the land alone for gurdance 
In them judlcral ac t~on,  leavrng the enforcement of purely 
theolog~cal prlnc~ples t o  the power of moral persuasion 

of the mln~sters of the church The  Court IS, therefore, 
spared the necess~ty of mterpretmg the blbhcal quota t~ons  
relrcd upon by the Health Comm~ss~oner 

The Law Does Not Forb~d 
As to  the provwons of the federal statutes and the c ~ t y  

ordmances, above mcntroned, ~t 1s clear t ha t  the only 
matters they seek t o  repress are promiscuous distribut~on 
of wr~ t t en  ~ n f o r m a t ~ o n  of b~r th-pre~ent ive  methods If the 
leglslat~ve bod~es des~rcd t o  do more, they would, w~thout  
doubt, have mcorporated them p r o h ~ h ~ t ~ o n s  In drrect 
language In these statutes and ordmances Surelv, ~t 1s 
not poss~ble t o  read In these enactments an  mtent t o  
p r o h ~ b ~ t  oral a d l ~ c e  or  sclent~fic treatment by competent 
medlcal authorrt~es I t  IS a s  reasonable t o  belleve tha t  
these provmons were prompted by a deslre t o  safeguard 
health by mak~ng  i t  necessary t o  seek mformat~on on the 
subject from competent sources, as  by a destre t o  prevent 
the spread of contracept~on If the lat ter  were the prime 
motwe, hterature ad \oca t~ng  contracept~on would be 
repressed As ~t IS, only such as descr~be the methods a re  
p r o h ~ b ~ t c d  

I t  IS past  drspute tha t  there 1s no law specrfically pro- 
111bltlng oral ~ n s t r u c t ~ o n  on b~rth-preventwe methods or  
n~edrcal ard rn applylng mechanrcal devrces t o  accomplrsh 
the deslred results But lt IS argued for respondents tha t  
the purpose of petrtroncr, In es tab l~sh~ng the clrn~c In 
quest~on, 1s not so much w ~ t h  a vrew to  grvrng med~cal 
advrce or  treatment t o  marr~ed  people standmg rn need 
of ~ t ,  but, gencrallv, t o  advocate the clamed soc~a l  value 
of what 1s noa commonly termed "b~r th  control " 

An Unsupported Content~on 
Nothmg In the petr t~on filed In thrs case, In the apph- 

catron for  a l~cense addressed t o  the Health Commrs- 
sloner, In the correspondence between the pe thone r  and 
the defendants, and nothmg a h ~ c h  appeared In all the 
evrdence before me, grves the sl~ghtest  just~ficatron for  
thls content~on on the p a r t  of the learned corpora t~on 
counsel But, even ~f tha t  was admrttedly the motrve 
promptmg the pe t~ t~oner ' s  actlon,  till the Court 1s a t  a 
loss t o  see how tha t  should defeat hcr r ~ g h t  t o  have the 
rel~ef prayed for, ~ f ,  otherwlsc, she IS In law ent~tlcd t o  
~t Counsel for respondents docs not contend tha t  the 
advocacy of b ~ r t h  control, whethcr done orally o r  In wrrt- 
mg, ~f methods a re  not publrshcd, IS prohrb~tcd clthcr by 
law o r  by any p r ~ n c ~ p l e  of public polrcv L ~ h e  any other 
soc~a l  problcm, ~ t s  ~ a l u c  t o  socrct\ may he freely advo- 



cated by ~ t s  propol~cnts n ~ t h ~ r r  o r  n ~ t h o u t  a c h n ~ c  I t  
may be done In the prlvacy of a home or  an  office, from 
the pubhc forum, by d~scusslon In the press, o r  by an) 
other method of conveying thought Those who bclme 
b ~ r t h  control a pubhc benefit may as freely advocate l t  
a s  those who, on moral or  rehg~ous grounds, may pomt 
t o  ~t a s  a pubhc menace Both s~des  t o  the controversy 
have perfect l~be r ty  t o  place them v ~ e n s  openly before the 
publ~c  Whatever quest~on of n g h t  there may be mvolved 
does not go  t o  the ad\ocacy of the theory of blrth control 
a s  a soclal benefit, but  t o  the g n l n g  of mformatlon as t o  
the methods t o  be emplojcd t o  effect control The  only 
real quest~on to  be dec~ded 1s whether or  not the applyzng 
of contraceptace devzces or  p t n g  tnstruct~ons on methods 
to be used by marrred people whose c~scumstances In lafe 
mahe lamlted f a m J e s  ndvasable, as contrary to publsc 
poltcy 

Publ~c Pol~cy m the Courts 
I'ubhc pollcy IS, In ~ t s  nature, ao uncertam and fluctu- 

a t ~ n g ,  var j lng  w ~ t h  the hnb~ts ,  fash~ons, and mode of 
thought of the d a j ,  tha t  ~t 13 d~fficult t o  deternunc 1t5 
l lm~ts  u ~ t h  any dcgrce of cxnctne,5 

In  Story on Contracts, 5 546, ~t 1s s a ~ d  
I t  [the cxprcsslon publzc polrcy] has neler been 

defined by the courts, but has becn left loose and free 
of dcf in~t~on In the same manner as  fraud T h ~ s  rule 
may, howevcr, be safely l a d  doan,  tha t  nhcrcver an, 
contract conflicts with the morals of the tnnc and 
contravencs any e~ t ab l~shcd  Interest of s o c ~ r t l ,  ~t 1s 
agalnst pubhc pohcj  
Spence vs Hanrcy, 22 Cal 390 
Pueblo 4 A I R Co vs Tnyloi, 6 Colo 1 
McA7amnm l s  Garret t ,  68 Bl~ch -1.5-1. 
Rouvzer's Law D ~ c t ~ o n a r y ,  \ o l  111, page 2565, gncs  

t h ~ s  defin~t~on 
Pubhc pohcl T h a t  p r ~ n c ~ p l c  of Isa nlnclr holth 

tha t  no subject can lawfully do that n h ~ c h  has a 
tcndcncy t o  be Injurious to  the pubhc or  agnlnst the 
publrc good " ~ t  15 a vnr~ablc q u a n t ~ t v ,  ~t must 
and docs vary with the hab~ts ,  c a p a c ~ t ~ e c  and oppol- 
tun~tles  of the pubhc" ~t 15 mnn~fc\tcd b \  publ~c 
acts, l e g ~ s l a t ~ \ e  and l u d ~ c ~ n l ,  and not bv p r n a t e  
oplnlon, however enunent 

More Precedents 
I n  Wabefidd \ s  Pan T a v d l  202 I11 41, OUI huprcme 

Court says 
I t  ha9 becn mell smd tha t  pubhc pollel IS a \a l l -  

able quaht l ,  but tha t  ~t IS onl\ var~able In so f a r  a \  
the hnb~ts ,  cnpnc~ t~cs  and o p p o ~  tunlt~cc of the p u b h ~  
hale becomc more \ a ~ ~ c d  and complc\, and thnt the 
p r ~ n c ~ p l e s  t o  be apphecl have a lan \a  r cn~a~ned  un- 
changed and unchangeable "The rclatlona of s o c ~ c t ~  
become, from t ~ m e  to  tnne, more complex Statutcb 
dcfin~ng pubhc and p r~vu te  r ~ g h t s  ~ n u l t ~ p l y  rnp~cil\,  
and pub l~c  pohcv often changes as the laws changc 
and thcrcfo~c neu npl~l lcn t~on\  of old pr~nclples arc 

I cqull ed" ( D m  LL$ r,  UI ILI~  r 1 H 36 C h D'n 3b.1) 
It 1s not the mterest of the p a r t ~ e s  alone uhwh 15 t o  
be cons~dcred the t ~ u e  test, but In each partlculur 
case, under the facts, the j u d ~ c ~ a l  lnqully IS, all1 the 
enforcement of the condhon be lnlm~cal t o  the publ~c  
Interests And on page 97, In the sanlc opmon, tht  
Court quotes n ~ t h  appro la l  t h t  folloamg fro111 
People l s  Chacngo 6u Trnmt, 130 I11 268 

Publlc pohc, 1s thnt p ~ m c ~ p l c  of law n h ~ c h  holds 
tha t  no subject or  c h m n  can lnnfull, do that  nhrch 
has a tend en^) t o  be lnjullous t o  the pubhc 01 

agamst the publ~c good 
But what the publ~c  pohcj  t o  b t  app l~ed  t o  a gncn  

case IS IS not t o  be a r b ~ t r a r ~ h  dctelm~ned b\ the personnl 
11ens of the judge What  m ~ g h t  appear t o  one a s  bang 
a g a ~ n s t  pubhc p o h ~ k ,  aould t o  another bc c\cellcnt pubhc 
pol~cy  Before an act 1s condcmncd aa nga~n \ t  pubhc 
pohcj, the p r ~ n c ~ p l e  justtlf\~ng such contlc~nnat~on n1u.t 
be found In the Cons t~ tu t~on,  s tatutorv laa ,  01 ~ U ~ I C I  11 
pronouncement In c o n f o ~ m ~ t ,  a ~ t h  thc connnon Inn - 

People l s  Hnahtns, 157 N T 1 
f l o l l z~  1s Drew Theolog~cnl Sc I ~ I I I O I I J  95 \ T 166 
Crossxs U S T Co 131 ?\ T 393 
Danimert \ c  Osborn 1 &0 \' Y -1.0 
Hart ford  Fzre l n ?  Co \ \  C 111 4 Yt P R R ,  70 

Fed 201 
U S \ s  Trans-Mzssorrrt F 4 , 58 Fed 58 
Swann 1s  Swann 21 Fed 299 
Yerlnl 1s C w a d  s Ex'rs, 4'3 P S (2 Hoa ) 127 

Power Must Not be Stretched 
I t  IS, the~cforc,  a ~ q f c  ~ u l c  f o ~  the gu~dnncc of ~ 0 ~ 1 t h  

to reflam from app l jmg  the poacr t o  dec lz~c  an act 
c o n t r a r ~  t o  pubhc pohc\ ,  III the ab~cncc  of l e g ~ r l n t ~ \ c  
cnnctnwnt, unless prcccdcnt la found In f o ~ m c ~  l u d ~ c ~  tl 
dcc~*~ons  of rc\pcctablc nu tho l~ t \  As a n s  c u d  b l  thc 
( o u ~ t  In H0ll18 l s  Drclr Theological Semnor~ / ,  suprn 
"It should bc c\crc~scd onlt In clcnr cnrcs and gcncrnll\ 
u ~ t h ~ n  I ~ m ~ t s  a l ~ c a d \  defined b, d c c ~ r ~ o n s  of achoalcdged  
n u t h o ~ r t j  based upon rulc* of the connnon law " 

I do not mean to  be undcr\tood thnt a ~ t \  h c ~ c t o f o ~ c  
nnlnoan, s h ~ c h  the I c g d a t u ~ c  has not f o ~ ~ s c c n  and pro- 
hlb~tcd, or  upon ulnch the c o u ~ t s  ha \e  not 11 id occaalon 
to plonouncc judglncnt, ma\ not be so clc l r l \  a \~olittlon 
of publ~c  rno~nht\ .  o r  lnjullous t o  pubhc ~ n t c ~ c r t  thnt tht 
c o u ~ t s  uould pronounce them nr  bemg c o n t ~ n l \  t o  publ~c 
p o h c ~  , but t l ~ c  courts \l~oulcl c c ~ t w n l l  ~ c f r  tin f ~ o n ~  
clcclnr~ng a t h ~ n g  n1nn01u1 nnd In \1011tt1on of 11 pohci 
of the S ta te  a h c ~ c  Icason 111lc lnlnd, chffc~ 11\ to rt* 1no1a1 
~ t l  01 ~nnnor i t l~ t \ ,  01 RI t o  1t5 publ~c bcncht 111 d ~ t t ~ ~ ~ ~ c n t  
h ~ t ~ c u l n ~ h  I, tln5 t ~ n e  of act, u h ~ c h  n I n ~ g c  nnd I<-pec- 
table po r t~on  of the c o n n ~ n ~ n ~ t ~  r ~ g n ~ r l  not onlj 1. ~ n o ~ a l  
and proper but a, a tlcc~clccl bcncfit t o  \ o r ~ c t \  Such act, 
~f the\ are t o  be p r o h ~ b ~ t c d  nt all, 41onl1l bc p ~ o h ~ b ~ t c c l  
bl  Icg14ntnc nctlon nnd not b\ lu(hc~nl  ~ n t c ~ p ~ c t a t ~ o n ~  
'I he q u c h o n  of ~ I I  th c on t~o l ,  thwgh,  a, n ~ n t t t t c ~  of 
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Btrth Control Revzew 

occup~ed the mlnds of emlnent s c ~ e n t ~ s t s  and profound 
students ln every land of the unlverse I t s  most enthu- 
s ~ a s t ~ c  advocates see In ~t the salvation of the race Many, 
whose pub l~c  Interest 1s heen and genulne, vlew w ~ t h  alarm 
the constant decrease of b ~ r t h s  t o  parents whose moral, 
phys~cal, and matenal  condlt~ons of life a r e  such a s  make 
them best fitted t o  r a w  famlhes, and a correspondmg 
mul t~phca t~on  of Issue t o  parents who, through physlcal, 
moral, o r  economlc hand~caps,  a re  the least fit t o  ralse 
large f a m ~ l ~ e s  The  suffermg endured by mothers, unable 
t o  prevent the comlng of unwelcome ch~ldren, IS graphic- 
ally dcscnbed T h e  effect upon soclcty of the continued 
Increase of t h ~ s  t j p e  of cluldren 1s sald t o  be most threat- 
enmg Unfortunately, but for  the feeble efforts made by 
the publlc schools, soc~ety does l ~ t t l e  t o  change the condl- 
tion of ~ t s  ch~ldren from tha t  a h ~ c h  1s predeterm~ned for  
them by the condtt~on of thew parents Those a h o  are  
born w ~ t h  sound and healthj bod~es and mlnds are often 
condemned to  hves of stunted development by the moral 
or  economlc posltion of thew parents The  child of the 
drunkard, the lmmoral woman, the gambler, the user of 
nnrcot~cs, o r  general ant~soclal  ~ndlvldual IS, m t h  rare 
except~ons, compelled by la- t o  grow u p  under the mflu- 
ence of such a parent St111 we demand of such a c h ~ l d  
the same degree of obed~ence t o  law, loyalty and devot~on 
to  the Ideals of our Na t~on ,  a s  a e  expect of the ch~ld  born 
t o  parents t o  whom nature has been much more kmd 

Is Ignorance Better Than Knowledge? 
I t  1s unnersally adm~t ted  tha t  Ignorance of contra- 

ceptlve methods prevails mostly there where smaller rather 
than large fnmll~es should be most deslred The sad fact  
1s pomted t o  also, tha t  for want of knowledge of pre- 
ventwe means, c r ~ m ~ n a l  abor t~ons  a re  resorted t o  In 
aston~shlngly large numbers of mstances, w ~ t h  result~ng 
de tenora t~on of the health of the mothers and even death 

On the other hand, ~t 1s earncstly contended on behalf 
of respondents, tha t  knowledge of methods of contracep- 
t ~ o n  would remole, t o  a great  extent, the only restralnrng 
~nflucnce agalnst sex ~mmorallt, on the p a r t  of unmarried 
women The  fear of resultmg pregnancy 1s s a ~ d  t o  be a 
great  deterrent t o  lmmorahty I fear tha t  argument pro- 
ceeds from an assumpt~on tha t  there a re  circumstances 
where Ignorance more than knowledge can be rebed on t o  
brmg greater good T h a t  cannot be true In  fact, so f a r  
a s  t h ~ s  case 1s concerned, the logic of t h ~ s  p o s ~ t ~ o n  1s 
destroyed by the very argument of counsel for respond- 
ent H e  boldly declares tha t  methods of contracept~on 
are  so generally known tha t  med~cal advlce 1s no longer 
necessary on the subject I n  t h ~ s  stntement he IS sup- 
ported by h ~ s  w~tness If thls be true no added harm can 
come to  the cause of sex morahty by sc~ent~f ic  supervision 

and control In  fact, ~f petltloner's pos~tlon 1s accepted, 
~t would serve the cause of morality She would ha le  the 
world know tha t  contraceptlve methods a re  unrehable and 
Iniurlous t o  health. excent when used under Droner 

med~cal adv~ce, and tha t  such advrce should be gwen only 
t o  mar r~ed  people standmg In need of ~t 

Morahty Not Based on Ignorance 
I am loath t o  subscribe, hoaevcr, t o  the proposhon 

tha t  knowledge of b~rth-preventwe methods would maten- 
all) lessen mora l~ ty  among our young women If true, 
~t would be sad t o  contemplate the weakness of our moral 
sense, of the Influence of home env~ronment, and of our 
moral and spmtual  teachers, the clergy included 

The  young woman who reframs from sex ~mprop r~e ty ,  
s~mply  because she fears pregnancy, a111 seek and obtam 
information on the subject suffic~ent t o  allay her fears 
On the other hand, the g ~ r l  In whose consciousness 1s 
deeply Imbedded a respect for morahty, w~l l  ne~ther  seek 
the ~nformation nor yleld her prlnc~ples upon ob t amng  
it Morahty, In a healthy state  of soc~ety, must depend 
upon the acceptance of ~t as  a prlnclple of l ~ f e ,  and not 
upon fear and lgnorance 

A Prmeworthy Desue 
The  des~re  t o  establ~sh the cllmc In questlon 1s an 

earnest one T h e  men and aomen supportmg ~t s~ncerely 
beheve tha t  they are rendering a great pub l~c  serv~ce 
They belleve tha t  the a p p l ~ c a t ~ o n  of modern sclence t o  
the saving of hves In bemg, and those who arc  t o  come a s  
a result of the natural mstlnct for motherhood, mll keep 
mankind a s  numerous a s  ~t would be had the normal 
processes of nature w ~ t h  ~ t s  ch~ ld  mortality and devastat- 
mg  epldem~cs not been Interfered w ~ t h  by sclence T h e j  
urge that, a t  least u n t ~ l  some means can be found of 
compensating parents by rcmovmg the economlc d~fficul- 
t ~ e s  tha t  each new chlld adds to the poor, none have the 
r ~ g h t  t o  compel new blrths where they are not welcome 
and the added burden 1s feared 

B y  offer~ng the oppor tun~ty  of obtalnlng knowledge 
on contraceptlve methods the use of them 1s left entlrely 
t o  the wlshes of the pa t~en t s  The  mother who, by natural 
mstlnct or  through rchg~ous dcvot~on, desire. a large 
fam~ly,  cannot be affected bv t h ~ s  mformat~on,  but the 
mother whose physlcal or  economlc c o n d ~ t ~ o n  makes ch~ld-  
beanng dangerous or  d~fficult, 1s only doomed t o  suffermg 
by lack of ~t 

At  least In the hght of the honest d~fference of opmon 
on thls subject, courts should not by judlclal pronounce- 
ment, without leg~s la t~on,  condemn such an earnest move- 
ment a s  lmmoral and agalnst pub l~c  pollcy 

T h e  prayer of pet~tloner w~ l l  be granted and the w r ~ t  
of mandamus 1s ordered 50 Issue as prayed for  

Healthy mfancy and chddhood for  most chddren are 
only practaeable rf the mother's health rs satrsfactory 
The domestc lrfe of a woman IS as  dangerm~s a s  the ~ndw-  
trial 1;fe of the husband -SIR ARTHLR NEIISIIOL\IE, L a t t  
Principal Med~cal  Officer of the Local Golernment Board, 
England, and Lecturer on P u b l ~ c  Health a t  Johns 



Child Labor and Birth Control 

T HE demand for B ~ r t h  Control w ~ l l  undoubt- 
edly be very greatly qu~ckened by the passage 

ot the Chlld Labor Amendment now before Con- 
gress, and the enactment of advanced and strmgent 
Federal Chlld Labor laws Such laws wdl act as a 
check on what, I belleve, 1s the nialnsprlng of most 
of the des~re stdl e x ~ s t ~ n g  for lwge fam~hes There 
are in t h ~ s  country, unfo~tunately, parents- 
mothers as well as fathers-who look upon then 
ch~ldren as a source of income and support I n  such 
fam~hes, every new arrival 1s welcomed as an addl- 
t~onal  asset, and as soon as the bzby fingers can be 
directed, the chddren are called upon to help wlth 
home work 

These fam~hes do not des~re B ~ r t h  Control, for 
the more ch~ldren they have, the sooner the father 
can glve up  h ~ s  dally toll, and s ~ t  back In ~dleness 
whde h ~ s  ch~ldren support h ~ m ,  or the sooner the 
bank account wdl assume the proport~ons necessary 
to allow h ~ m  to return to 111s nat~ve country, some- 
t~mes  leav~ng behmd h ~ m ,  as damaged goods, the 
ch~ldren who helped h ~ m  to earn the money I n  
very many cases of chdd labor, ~t IS safe to say that 
~t 1s not the heartless employer who dr~ves the chd- 
dren to work, but the parents 

Testimony Aga~nst Parents - - 

T h ~ s  state of tlnngs was clearly revealed in the 
scandals concernmg Ch~ld  Lab01 recentlv brought 
to l ~ g h t  In New Jersey and New York The New 
York Trzbvne for January 11, 1924, reported a 
hear~ng held the previous day before the New York 
State Welfare Commlsslon, s~t t ing a t  the C ~ t y  
Hall, New York, to hear arguments concernmg the 
need for more leg~slat~on for the protect~on ofchd- 
dren I t  was then test~fied that bab~es, as young as 
two or three years old, were made to work In home 
mdustr~es, and that many ch~ldren below the leg11 
age of employment worked long hours In these In- 
dustr~es before and after school The witnesses, 
who ~ncluded v ~ s ~ t ~ n g  teachers m d  members of the 
Nat~onal Ch~ld Labor Comm~ttee, testified that the 
reason for the employment of young ch~ldren w ~ s  
In most cases the greed of the parents, rather than 
actual necess~ty 

S ~ m ~ l a r  ev~dence was pven by RIrs Florence 
Kelley of the Nat~onal Consumers' League She 
asserted that all th l t  was s a ~ d  about the questlon 
bemg a cho~ce between sweated home work and 
starvat~on was "pure sob stuff " The wolk of the 
bab~es d ~ d  not suppoit anvbodv The ewmngs of 
these l~t t le  ch~ldren were so small that they d ~ d  not 

compensate for the extra s~ckness m the famdy 
But  all that the parents were able to perceme, was 
the actual money-however small-that was re- 
cewed for the work 

Respons~bll~ty of Employers 
En~ployers and nnll owners are usually held re- 

sponsible for the presence of clnldren In the  fa^- 
toues I n  some cases t h ~ s  1s probably true, but ex en 
for these ch~ld-laborers the parents are f~equently 
to blame Employers would often prefer to d ~ s -  
pense w ~ t h  all ch~ldren under slyteen, for they know 
that young chddren are poor workeis T h ~ s  attl- 
tude of the m111 men of blasszchusetts and Rhode 
Island was descr~bed by Harold Cai y In 111s art~clea 
on Ch~ld Labor In Collaer's, T h e  Nntm,znl TVeehly 
R'fr Cary ~nteiv~ewed m11l pres~dents and men m- 
terested In the cotton ~ndustry m Fall Rwer H e  
was told that the emplovers d ~ d  not pzrt~culzrl> 
want clnldren In the mdls, but that the pzrents 
wanted them to work, and that bz~r lng  the clnldren 
out of the factor~es would cause trouble and nnght 
prec~pltate str~kes 

One of the w~tnesses agmnst the parents a a s  
Dlr R~chard I< Hawes, counsel for the Cotton 
Rlnnufacturers' Assoclat~on and member of the 
F111 R n  er School Board H e  t l~ sap~~ro l ed  of the 
presence of ch~ldren under s~xteen m'thc fzctor~es 
H e  w ~ n t e d  them In the schools and he des~ied bet te~ 
school f a c ~ l ~ t ~ e s  to take care of them But the 
parents took them out of school a t  the e ~ r l ~ e s t  mo- 
ment that the law pe~m~t ted ,  and sent them ~ n t o  the 
factor~es 

Soclal Workers on the Stand 

A smnlar verd~ct mzs rendered by the soc~zl 
workers of the c ~ t y  "RLost of the parents r e p r d  
the ch~ldren as assets to be used," s a d  one of these 
w o ~  kers, as quoted by it11 Ct r t  "That \ ou knov 
IS the case wtli  some of the farmers In tlns countrl, 
and ~t IS the clse n it11 manv of the null emplor ees 
or, a t  least, w ~ t h  enough of them to glr e us tlns 
chdd labor s~ tua t~on  They judge then clnldren 
bv how regularly thev turn oxer the pay roll mto 
the fannl) purse 'Johnnv, he good b o ~ ,  brmg home 
envelope alw~ys, '  the mother saw, zlthough the 
case \\here the fvmlv IS actuzlly needv and where 
there IS even t h ~ t  kmd of rezson for the work of 
the ch~ld, 1s xerv r u e  ~ndeed In t h ~ s  town " 

Most of the pa~ents  who thus explo~t t he~ r  clul- 
dren, are of fore~gn b ~ ~ t h  But the ch~ld lzbore~s 
grow up Amer~cm c~t~zens-la~gelv ~ll~terate,  dull 
In m ~ n d  from ezrly to11 and enfeebled m body, often 
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victims of tuberculosis, and very often either as 
dependents or delinquents, unposing charges on 
society in revenge for the burden laid upon their 
baby shoulders 

I am not here primarily concerned with the evlls 
of Child Labor These are now generally conceded, 
and much m11 be heard of them from Chld  Wel- 
fare orgamzations during the campaign which will 
follow the passage of the pendmg Child Labor 
Amendment to the Pnited States Constitution, 
when this amendment is submitted to the Legis- 
latures of the States for ratification My present 
concern 1s to  point out the kind of parents m this 
country who still desire large families, and to con- 
trast these parents with those who are pract~sing 
or demanding Birth Control 

A Contrast m Parents 

On the one hand we have fathers and mothers 
who care nothmg for the future of their children, 
or for their welfare and happmess durmg their 
chlldish years They are indifferent that they grow 
up over-worked, puny and miserable, illiterate, pre- 
maturely worn out with labor, unable to take their 
places m American hfe and citizenship, probably 
victims of disease, and, even more probably, in- 
mates during some part of their lives of hospitals, 
sanitaria, almshouses, reformatories or penlten- 
tiaries Such is the attitude of a large proportion 
of the parents who are still obeying the precepts 
of some of the churches, who are keeping the moral 
law laid down by these ecclesiastical authorities, and 
who are increasing and multiplying without a 
thought for the welfare of their children 

On the other hand are the parents who place first 
the good of their children, for whose coming they 
feel their full responsibility They are deeply con- 
vinced that it is morally wrong to have children 
unless they are able to give them adequate care, 
housing, food, clothmg, education and opportunity 
to make good in the world, to be good citizens, and 
in t he~ r  turn good fathers and mothers The vast 
majority of men and women in all the countries of 
the world are not in a posltion to do this for un- 
limited numbers of children, and as the sense of 
responsibihty towards one's offspring becomes 
keener, so the demand for Birth Control becomes 
more ~nsistent 

Fru~ts of Birth Control 

A policy may be judgcd by its fruits-"Do men 
gather grapes of thorns or figs of thistles?" So 
judged, how can there be a moment's hesitation as 
to whether Birth Control, with a few well-cared for 
boys and girls, or the policy of increase and mul- 
tiply, m t h  a miserable flock of over-worked chil- 
dren, is the moral, the humane, the truly civihzed 

basis of l iv~ng? Much stress has been laid on the 
high character of the individuals and classes who 
practise Birth Control, on the fact that it is here 
we find the clergy, the umversity and college pro- 
fessors, the doctors and lawyers and all the most 
honored and respected members of society Stress 
can also be laid on the fact that it is among the 
parents of unlimited fam~lies that we find the ex- 
ploiters of chlld labor, the selfish men and women 
who use their children only for their sordid personal 
gain 

I n  time, perhaps, such parents could be taught 
how evil and unprofitable it is to use their children 
only as so many little hands for earning paltry 
sums of money But such a process of civilization 
and moralizat~on is slow and uncertain, and In the 
meantime httle children are suffering and perish- 
ing The law 1s a stern, and for many people, the 
only effective schoolmaster These parents must 
learn through legal restrictions that the nation wlll 
not permit the exploitation of its children They 
must learn that children are an expense, a liability, 
a grave responsibility and not a source of profit 
Then they will discover that they need Blrth Con- 
trol There will be a new demand from them-a 
demand for means to prevent the coming of chil- 
dren, since they are no longer perm~tted to exploit 
them 

A Happler Future 
It would be a cause of rejoicmg to every thought- 

ful and sympathetic social worker that such parents 
should not have children Who would wish to con- 
demn a precious little baby to the unkind fate of 
bemg born to unloving, harsh and exacting parents, 
who care for it only for the profit it can bring to 
them' Soclety will gam, for the children of these 
parents do not add to the wealth of the natlon- 
they are social burdens and not assets, and it would 
take a very warped judgment to assert that the 
cause of morality would suffer by the curtailment 
of such families Can any one uphold as highly 
moral such parents as deliberately desire large 
familres, in order to exploit the children for gam 
as soon as the baby fingers can strlng a bead or pull 
a petal for an artificial flower? The world wdl be 
more moral and far happier when these parents, 
finding themselves closely restricted in regard to 
the use they make of them children, are driven to 
the use of Birth Control to limit the number of 
then offsprmg 

M a m  laws and dcvorce laws, houses of refuge for gwls 
and t n ~ t ~ t u t t m s  for dangerous boys are mamfertatwna of 
drsease tn the soctal order that mse people are tryzng to 
correct tn a measure by  enforcmg lama provrdtng for the 
s t d t z a t w n  of morons, for cugentcs, and brrth-control- 
GERTRPDE ATHERTON 
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The Crux of Malthusianism 
By PROFESSOR KNUT WICKSFLL (Sweden) 

A Paper Read at  the Fzfth Internatzonal Bwth Control Conference 

T HERE has always been some uncertainty 
about the real meanlng of the Malthusian doc- 

tnne, and thls, no doubt, depends upon some faults 
m the doctr~ne ~tself, grand and all-important as ~t 
may be in the general effect 

I n  the first edltlon of Malthus' book-by the way, 
qmte another work than the later editions, and one 
that m several respects well deserves to be reprinted 
-there is no uncertamty whatever I t s  contents 
can be gwen, as it were, In a s~ngle syllog~sm Mal- 
thus sald "If a people were to l~ve  under happy 
circumstances ~t would double the number of its 
populatlon a t  least every twenty-fifth year Now 
a people cannot double ~ t s  number every twenty- 
fifth year, or anything hke Consequently no peo- 
ple can ever be happy, the great mass of ~ t ,  and un- 
der a system of equality the whole of ~t must needs 
be wretched" I n  the last two chapters he then 
trles to console us for this rather gloomy vlew, say- 
mg that people really have no busmess to be happy 
on earth, but only to prepare themselves for the 
future state 

I n  the follow~ng edltlons, Blalthus, as everybody 
knows, tried to mltigate those terrlble conclus~ons 
of hls In polntlng to the poss~blhty of a moral re- 
stralnt-late marrlage and chastltv In the s~ngle 
state-as a way of checking populatlon w~thout 
misery or vlce But the amel~oratlon was not a 
very essential one, because Malthus hlmself dld not 
belleve much In the effectweness of that moral re- 
stramt 

Malthus and Arthur Young 
I n  hls polemic wlth M r  Arthur Young, In 1806, 

pr~nted In the Appendlx of 111s Pr~nciple, he has in 
this respect some utterances which should not be 
forgotten 

"Mr Young," he says, "has asserted that I have 
made perfect chastlty In the slngle state absolutely 
necessary to the success of my plan, but thls 1s 
surely a m~srepresentat~on I have sald what I 
conceive to be strictly true, th i t  it IS our duty to 
defer marrlage till we can feed our ch~ldren, and 
that ~t IS also our duty not to indulge oursehes In 
VICIOUS grat~ficatlons, but I have never sald that I 
expected elther, much less both, of these dut~es to 
be completely fulfilled I n  th~s ,  as a number of other 
cases, ~t may happen that the vlolat~on of one of 
two duties wlll enable a man to perform the other 
with greater fac~htv, but ~f they reilly be both du- 
ties and both pract~cal, no power on earth can ab- 

solve a man from the p l l t  of v~olating e~ther Thls 
can only be done by that God who can welgh the 
crlme agamst the temptat~on, and will temper ]us- 
tlce with mercy Whatever I m?y have said, In 
drawmg a p~cture professedly vlsionar, for the sake 
of illustration, in the pract~cal appllcatlon of nn 
pr~nc~ples I have taken man as he IS w ~ t h  all h19 
lmperfect~ons on his head " 

The difference In the results seems, therefore, not 
to be very essential, In practice the altern ~tix e II ould 
be very much the same misery or x ice 

It would be easy, of course, to d rne  those reflec- 
tions of Malthus mto absurdltv I f  indeed, God, 
accordmg to Malthus, IS l~kelv to be rather indul- 
gent towards u n ~ h a s t ~ t v  In the slngle state n h ~  
should H e  be so very part~culnr about the use of 
contiacept~ves In the matllmon~al st l tel  Even 
there the temptat~on is verv p e a t  d e e d  Whv 
should not God In t h ~ s  cise "wegh the crlnie igilnst 
the temptation" and be wlll~ng to "temper justlce 
wlth mercy"? 

Malthus a Hmdrance 

Of course it IS preposterous to place a questlon of 
the greatest soclal beanng solelr under the nirrow 
aspect of eccles~ist~cal mor~ l s  I f  there Mere no 
other objection to a loose sexud llfe t h m  the n r ~ t h  
of God, a modus v ~ ~ m d t  in~ght pelhaps be got at 
Unfortunately there are other consequences, the 
scourge of venereal d~seise, the unspeal~ lble ab- 
jectness of the phenomena of prost~tut~on and so 
forth But on those th~ngs BIalthus does not sped, 
a word 

To  my mmd t h ~ s  hilf-heirtedness of 3Illtlins 
has been the great hlndlan~e to the success of 111s 
doctrlne A t  any l i t e  for the next thiee-qu11 teis 
of a century the pmc t~cd  appl~c?tlon of 111s t c~ch-  
ings almost totilly f d e d ,  except peiliips 111 r ' I qnce, 
not because of people bemg ~gno rmt  of n h i t  he 
had sald but because thev dld not cwe f o ~  ~t And 
when the propigmda of the BIalthus~ 111 I,clgue 
took up the doctrme on more rl t lond Imes, ilniost 
another half century had to be spent In o ~ d c r  to 
convlnce people of the ritlier 0111 ious truth th i t  I ~ t e  
marrlage IS not a blessing, and the usc of contr lccp- 
tlves the only r ed  way out of the d~lcrnrn~ 

Durmg all t h ~ s  tlme anothel s d e  of the B I  11th~- 
sian ploblem has been ilmost completelr ncglccted 
namely, the quest~on not of the propel i ~ n 1 1  of norh- 
Ing out the l~mita t~on of numbers requned, but the 
dec~dmg of the proper anzount of t h ~ t  l ~ l n ~ t i t ~ o n  
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For a good many people, eten among Malthu- 
sans, thls latter questlon does not exlst at all They 
w~l l  say I f  parents only lmlt  the numbers of t he~ r  
ch~ldren accordmg to t he~ r  power of support~ng 
them, the proper amount of populat~on wlll come 
of ~tself , but that 1s not always true Circumstances 
may be such that ~t 1s comparatively easy for par- 
ents to breed and keep a rather great number of 
ch~ldren, but when those ch~ldren are grown up, 
there may eventually be a fr~ghtful  state of over- 
population For  ~nstance, In Sweden, the relat~ve 
smallness of mortality amongst chddren beems to 
prove that most ch~ldren wlth us are kept by thew 
parents tolerably well, ~ f ,  of course, In a very slmple 
wav of hvmg But netertheless we hwe, for many 
decades, had a constant need of emlgrat~on, and ~f 
that IS stopped, as In fact ~t was durlng the war, the 
consequence a t  once shows Itself In a tremendous 
amount of unemployment 

What 1s Over-Populat1on7 
On thls pomt I am of a somewhat different opm- 

Ion from the present Malthus~an League and D r  
Drvsdale hmself, although I may not qulte have 
fathomed hls arguments They seem to belleve 
that as long as thele IS n suffment parallel between 
t h ~ s  decrease of mortnhtv and the s~multaneous 
decrease of natal~ty everythmg is good and well, 
and nothmg more 1s to be requ~red But t h ~ s  vlew 
seems to me to be somewhat superfic~al The pzral- 
lel in quest~on cmnot be but occas~onal, because 
there IS no necessary connection between present 
mortal~ty and present natality, or a t  any rate only 
a I erv small one 

I ,  therefole, thmk that we must attack the prob- 
lem In a more d~rect way and ask ou~selves, What 
would be under present c~rcumstances or those 
of the near future the best amount of populat~onl 
I n  other words, I would szy that over-populat~on 
exlsts as soon as the present number could be dz- 
mznzshed wzth advantage, and from thls pomt of 
vlew I venture to say that there IS at present no 
country In E u ~ o p e ,  even France not cucepted, where 
the conditions of the people, as well In the moral as 
the mater~al respect, nould not be lmmenselv ame- 
l~orated ~f ~ t s  numbel were reduced to one-half I n  
regard to the Swed~sh populat~on, I have tiled to 
research thls questlon In detad, and I came to the 
conclusion thzt we would be, In a11 respects, far 
better off ~f the present populatlon of slu mdl~on 
were going back to something l ~ k e  t h ~ e e  and a half 
mllllon Then the extlemely small lots of arable 
land available for the present farmmg populat~on 
would be extended so as to glve full occupat~on for 
each fam~ly of farmers And one of the most Im- 
portant of OUI natural resources-our forests- 
whlch now are m a great danger of a ~ a p ~ d  euhaus- 

tlon, would then rase  themselves anew at the same 
speed a t  whlch they are hewn down by the axe I n  
respect of other countnes, I have not been able to 
make any detaded research of that kmd, but I really 
think that ~t would be posslble to carry through the 
same demonstrations for them, I lean to the oplnlon 
so often utteled by the late D r  C R Drysdale that 
even the France of hls tlme was "terribly over-pop- 
ulated 

Furthermore, lookmg at the stat~stlcs of the pres- 
ent t~me,  f o ~  ~nstance, In Sweden or In Germany, 
there seems to be a very great probablhty that the 
countnes of Europe w~ll, a t  no d~stant t~me,  change 
thelr plesent contmuous mci ease of populat~on mto 
a more or less statlonary state, and then even go 
back In number5 The poorer classes are m thls, 
as m other thmgs, sure to ~ m ~ t a t e  sooner or later 
the soclal customs of the well-to-do classes The 
figures of Berlm, f o ~  ~nstance, taken before the war, 
dld show, ~f I am not mistaken, a gieater fall~ng off 
of natahty among the laboring populatlon than 
among the well-to-do classes, and the well-known 
statlst~c~an Professor L Boltklew~cz, of Berlm, pre- 
dlcted already In 1914 that the population of Ger- 
many would come m twenty-five vears to what he 
eupressed as the crltlcal pomt, where deaths and 
b~rths keep one another In equlllbrlum so that the 
German populatlon from that date would become 
statlonary just as the plesent French populatlon 
Of that space of tlme now only seventeen years re- 
man ,  and the c~rcumstances of the war have no 
doubt made the pred~ct~on st111 more probable 
However, my oplmon IS, that the Engl~sh  popula- 
t ~ o n  and that of my own country wdl still sooner 
have to come over to the statlonary state 

I n  thls, of course, there IS nothmg to frlghten 
us, because the statlonary state apparently is the 
only normal condhon of any people, but the ques- 
tlon 1s Wdl  that statlonary state be got at In the 
present number of European populat~ons, or wdl 
those populations at first have to go back from t h e ~ r  
present state? For  my part, I belleve the last, and 
I would exhort Malthus~ans, if thmgs are comlng to 
thls, not to be fr~ghtened out of then pos~tlons by 
the general outcrj wh~ch is sure to a ~ l s e  when in 
the future populat~ons ale actually gomg back 
From what I have said before, ~t would follow that 
such an event by no means IS necessar~ly to be re- 
garded as a token of degene~atlun, but IIIULII more 
as a token of regenerat~on, and of the commg of a 
new and hdppler generat~on 

Lde rs an end sn atself, but st should not be allowed t o  sn- 

crease untzl zts quantaty detertorates ats qualtty 
-S J HOLXES 
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War and Birth Control 

I N ancient and medieval times, wars were con- 
ducted in the name of rehglon or for the honor 

of royalty Modern wars are ent~rely due to the 
pressure of population Germany, Great B n t a ~ n  
and Japan have been forced to expand to make 
room for surplus human beings, they are an ap- 
proprlate ~llustration of the "biolog~cal necessity" 
of war Nature never intended the British Isles 
to feed and support fifty milhons of human bemgs, 
nor the Japanese E m p ~ r e  to maintain almost 
seventy mdhons, and Imperialism is the logical 
result 

It IS useless to attack or denounce Imperialism, 
whlle blindfolding ourselves to ~ t s  cause Nor will 
religion and education curb or prevent I m p e r d -  
ism, as long as the population of the earth increases 

a t  the present rate I'nless we can teach the race 
to control ~ t s  fecundity, we labor for peace and 
human mprovement in Tain I often preach upon 
the nccess~ty of the Golden Rule toward the un- 
born, I have often said that the greatest sin of the 
race IS not mentioned m the Decalogue, namely, 
bhnd fecundity, and the older I grow-I have just 
landed in the th~rties-I am more and more amazed 
at  the utter stupidity of pollticlans, clergymen, 
educators, etc , upon this vital problem C~viliza- 

tion seems to me to be organized to preserve, propa- 
gate and multlply the unfit, the unwelcome and 
unwanted, a~ded  and abetted by Christianity 
Where it IS possible (and where it is not I leave ~t 
alone) I try to hnk the Gospel of Galilee with the 
Gospel of the Laboratory 

One of the most vivid illustrations of Peace and 
the absence of the pressure of population is at  our 
doors, and I have not seen it mentioned anywhere 
When we refer to the fortless, soldierless, boundary 
between the Unlted States and Canada, we do so 
wlth a great measure of self-praise, as though the 
Heavens had endowed the Amer~cans and the 
Canadians wlth a super-abundance of good-wlll 
But what if the pressure of population were as 
acute on that border as it is on the European 
borders? Pu t  two hundred mill~ons on the Cana- 
dlan side and three hundred mill~ons on the Unlted 
States side, and what would happen to our good 
will? I t  would be as rare as on the Franco-German 
border Keep the cradles of the world a little less 
crowded, and progress and general unprovemei.. 
will take care of themselves 

W ~ t h  the purpose of your League and the work 
wh~ch it 1s attempting to do I am in hearty sym- 
pathy, and I wish you increasing success 

Early Marriage and Birth Control* 
BYM R S A ~ E Y , M A , M D , D P H  
(Ex-District Health Officer of Tippera ) 

A T the prompting of my frlend Professor out on excursion to the hearths of the m~lllon 
Gopalji Ahluwaha, founder of the Indlan The efforts of the Malthusian League to brmg 

B ~ r t h  Control Society, Delhl, I write this paper home to the multitude the heavy responsibilities of 
for the Fifth International nee-Malthusian unl~mited parentage and place a t  their disposal 
and Birth Control Conference I do not essay to preventatwe measures are Indeed praiseworthy, 
be exhaustwe or ex cathedfa In this, but merely especially m view of its bemg a thankless task 
attempt at  making heard the the 315 Men are separated by their opinlons But Pascal 
millions of th15 sub-continent in the council of the has they never be strong enough to do wth- 
world It 13 always pleasant to get Out the out compassion This sentiment of compassion is 
meshes of par0chla1 interest by at  the foundation of all great movements, and the 
racial considerations actuated by political expedi- ~ ~ ~ t h - ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ l  ~~~~~~~t one of magnificent 
ency, to speak out and give a blt of our mmds in magnitude 
the halls where IS articulated a babel of thoughts Bacon says, "In youth wives are our mistresses, 
and tongues companions in middle age, and nurses when we 

It 1s coming to be recognized that the larger get old, so that a man has always reasons m favor 
interests of humanity cannot be enc~rcled by the of matrimony" Hufeland considered that the 
ring fence of little national interests Science has marr~ed state is an mdispensable requls~te for the 
deserted the cloister and has set with a vengeance moral perfection of mankind H e  contended that - 

* A  Paper presented at the F ~ f t h  Internlt~onal Blrth Control 
it debilitating dissipation on the one hand, 

Conference m London in 1922 and cold and unnatural md~fleience on the other, 



that ~t moderates and regulates enjoyment, whllst 
~t promotes domestic joy, which is the purest, the 
most umform and the least wasting of any, the 
best suited to physical as well as moral health 
Statistics show that married people hve longer than 
smgle There IS no doubt that bachelors take less 
care of their health than marrled men, havlng no 
partner m hfe to keep, so to speak, a strict eye upon 
them They also, generally speakmg, have no one 
wlth whom they can share their trials and sorrows, 
so makmg the burden of them greater to bear 

No less a philosopher than Bacon holding his 
brief for matrimony at  all times, held that the pro- 
tagonlsts of celibacy and belated marriages on 
economic grounds miss much grist for their m~lls 
Marrlage must, then, be accepted as the only course 
of wlsdom for an even tenor of hfe 

Matr~mony then being mevitable, why not early, 
to avold sowing mld oats in youth The office of a 
parent IS an exalted one, no doubt, and a perlod of 
app.ent~cesh~p must be served for the discharge 
of the onerous duties of the high office The be- 
wildered youth asks how to shoulder the conse- 
quences of half a century of wedlock? What about 
the baker's dozen of ch~ldren that must be the up- 
shot of the unlon? 

I concede that ~t is most wlcked to usher im- 
mortals into ex~stence, and then leave them to suffer 
for the necessaries of hfe, and, above all, to let them 
grow up ignorant and depraved The h~gher we 
can carry those m the scale of lrnprovement who 
owe them ex~stence to us, the more perfectly we 
fulfill our dutles to them, and obey the commands 
of God, uttered through the mstitutes of nature 
The remedy lles m our own hands The Malthus~an 
League places In our hands effective measures of 
contraception, qulte harmless and safe 

The Hindu ehastras were fully alive to the per- 
mclous effects of prol~fic progeny and placed so 
many safeguards and effective checks on copulat~on 
in wedlock by way of astral and calendary restrlc- 
tions as to admit of hardly a couple of days in the 
month Then the practice of knowmg one's wlfe 
from motwes of passlon was sternly discounten- 
anced and progeny was the prlme motive of 
legallzed wedlock Only the first-born son was 
known as such ( p l r a ) ,  arid the lest kutnu~us, or 
"passlon products " The hlghest merltorlous r~ tua l  
was the practice of "man and wife" sharmg the 
same bed yet avoldlng carnal pleasure, and known 
as the "Great Aszdhara " Promiscuous intercourse 
was abhorred and debarred, and Yarna Sankara, 
Jathz Snnkara were sedulously guarded agalnst 

Berth Control Reznew 

The eugemc ~ d e a  whlch SIT Franc~s Galton per- 
fected to a science IS thoroughly portrayed in the 
"Mahabharuta the Great," The Illad of Indla 
The Great Vyasa, the author of the above, pro- 
created from the Dowager Consorts Royal of San- 
tanu, Ambn, Ambica, and Amballca the Great 
Pandu, Dhrltarasthra and Vldura the Good The 
first-born Dhr~tarasthra was blind, owmg to h ~ s  
mother havmg embraced Vyasa In disgust with eyes 
blmdfolded Pandu was the victlin of nervous 
tremor, the teleolopy of his mother having quaked 
in embrace, and Vldura, born of a substitute Sudra 
woman, was the very emblem of punty, reverence 
and knowledge 

Present-day Inma 
These instances are of the past, and thls country 

is content to rest on its oars But what we do we 
see to-day In Indm2 Poverty, stark, naked, undls- 
gusable, stmks m the nostrils with an abommable 
stench tenaciously 

Compulsory marriage of g ~ r l s  a t  them pre- 
puberty stage only saddles g~rl-mves to boy-hus- 
bands With a mlll-stone around their neck, these 
boys plod on m the wonderful I n d ~ a n  'Varsities to 
come out fully emasculated for the burdens, trlals 
and temptations of life 

A horde of children of cheap-jack appearance 
throng them hearths and as a posltlve nulsance a 
female progeny has come to be looked upon They 
must marry them daughters, and match-makmg is 
tymg a Gord~an knot 

Dockers bemg p a ~ d  better than doctors, and 
miners better than masters of arts, these sorry 
specimens of humanity throng the office purlieus 
to be pitched out neck and all In these days of Inch- 
cape Cornnuttees and vigorous apphcation of the 
retrenchment rod 

Any measure that essays to grapple with the 
"poverty problem" must be halled mth  dehght in 
In&a, and sclentlfic Blrth Control IS a leglt~mate 
step m thls dlrectlon Chma and Indla behe the 
doctrine of strength of numbers The multlphca- 
t ~ o n  of helots m the Emplre is condemned by the 
ultra-politician Gandhi Mahatma 

Human l ~ f e  cheapens In ~ a l u e ,  and the labor 
market is glutted by this unrestricted procreation 
of species The format~on of the Ind~an  Blrth Con- 
trol Society comes as a harbinger of rellef, and is 
better late than never 

But the loglc of facts IS eloquent, and the Indian 
mlddle class which IS hard h ~ t  by the present eco- 
nomlc slump will read~ly take to anyth~ng that 
holds out a way of rel~ef from the thraldom of 
poverty The m~ght  of thew and m e w  that neo- 
Malthusian measures ~mpar t  to the helpless m~ddle 
classes wdl be halled wlth del~ght 
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Why Don't You Have Children 2 

Why don't you have ch~ldren, 
You young women 2 

Don't you know there's nothmg l ~ k e  motherhood, 
And chddren an' a home, 
Be ~t ever so humble, a s  the old song says 
I have five ch~ldren- 
Two of 'em 1s bad an' two 1s good an' one IS a n  ~ d ~ o t  

Tlm and Joe, the two bad ones, won't work 
Back there In Pennsylvan~a they began ~t the year them 

father ded ,  
Staymg late n ~ g h t s  a t  the pool hall, 
T a k ~ n '  drmks on the sly a t  the l ~ l l a g e  saloons, 
Lym' abed morn~n's ttlll the crops spoded and the 

mach~nery rusted 
I don't know's I blame them 

They was young and the place was d~smal, 
D~smal, even for me, a played-out old woman, m t h  l ~ f e  

beh~nd me 
The  farm wouldn't grow no th~ng  but w~ ld  mustard and 

snake grass and yarrow, 
And the house wasn't fit for  a barn 
Wlth ~ t s  crazy, crooked backbone, 
Leaky roof, 
Sphntery, softwood floors pulhng rags off the mop, 
Yellow wall-paper tha t  peeled and tore, 
Ram-soaked plastenn' tumbhn' off, 
And the mouldy smell t ha t  come up  the smk from the 

dram, 
An' a t e r r~b l e  stdlness 
T h a t  seemed l ~ k e  a hvmg thmg, ~ n v ~ s ~ b l e ,  
Peenng a t  us 
W e  sold out and come t o  the c ~ t y ,  
Tim and Joe  expectmg t o  make a new s ta r t  
But  thew old sh~ftlessness hung 'round thew necks 
They never could take hold, somehow 
So they s ~ t  In the k~tchen  the whole d a j  long, 

P l a y ~ n g  cards an' sneanng, 
An' beggmg the three dollars I brmg home n ~ g h t s  to bu j  

them drmks 

One of my good ch~ldren 1s a g ~ r l ,  
Laura, the next t o  the youngest 
She works a t  a dressmakers', 
Mak~n '  hn~n's for lolcl j  wa~s t s  
She gets twelve a week, 
An' crles a t  mght, becauae she can't afford p r e t t j  thnngs 
T o  catch her a beau 
She's been s k ~ p p m g  lunches t o  buy her an  apple-green 

blouse, 
L ~ k e  one the, made In the shop for  a fine lad \ ,  
So  she am't herself nhen she curses me 
F o r  bnngm' her mto the world 
She'll be twenty-mne, come June, an' she am't ne\er had 

much grlhood 
I always have a t ~ m e  w ~ t h  her In the sprmg 

Another good chdd 1s m j  boy, Robert, 
Robert, wlth the honest face 
And the kmd blue eyes 
H e  1s chauffeur t o  a r ~ c h  noman 
H e  makes forty a week, I guess I am't sure 
He  pretends ~t a ~ n ' t  q u ~ t c  tha t  much-bemg a f r a ~ d  
I'd ask h ~ m  for  more of ~ t ,  
An' he wants t o  get marr~cd  an' make h ~ m  a home 
He's been a lov~n' son t o  me or  was, 
Before he got  h~tter-  
B ~ t t e r  through and through- 
Because the grocery b~ l l s  and rent a te  away h ~ s  aages 
HIS g d ,  she's been a - n a ~ t m g  five years non 

W h j  don't you ha le  chddren, 
You young women? 
Don't you know there's notlnng hke motherhood, 
An' chddren-an' a home, 
Be ~t eler  so humble, a s  the old song says? 

An Old Song Re-Sung 

Rockaby, Baby, thy cradle ss green Betty's a lady and wears a fine rang, 
(Down In the graveyard thy  low bed 1s seen, (Bet t j ,  who danced l ~ k e  a bnd  on the a mg ,  
You came unwanted, and yet, strange t o  s a j ,  Betty now dances 111 toun  f a r  a u a y ,  
Mother wept w~ldly when you went away ) Her  cheeks a re  too glovmg, her laughter too g a \  ) 

Father's a nobleman, Mother's a qzleen, 
(Father  1s s t u p ~ d  and hungry and lean, 
Mother 1s wearj  from ch~ ld -b~r th  and p a n ,  
A f r a d  that  a b a h ~  1s comtng agaln ) 

Johnny's a drummer and drums fo r  tho hzngr 
( A  bullet left Johnnj  a sodden, crushed thmg 
But Johnny knea glory and mother h e w  pnln- 
Bes~des she's evpectmg a bahr agnln ) 
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TUBERCULOSIS AND BIRTH CONTROL 
Letters from Mothers W h o  are Entztled to Relzef 

Mzllzons of dollars are now bezng enpended zn the fight agaznst the Great Whzte 
Plague Y e t  not one of the antz-tuberculoszs organzzatzons has c o m  out openly for Bzrlh 
Control as a necessar?] part of thew campazgn Tuberculou~ women are stzll permztted to 
bear weak and puny babzes, at the almost certazn cost of the mothers' laves, and the prob- 
able perpetuatzon of the dzsease zn thew chzldren W o m e n  beg for snlvatzon and are refused 
H o w  long renll zt be before these soczetzes, freezng themselves from the trmzdzty, fear and pre- 
audzce whzch now bznd them, take an open stand on the necesszty of Bzrth Control znstruc- 
tzon for these women? 

T w o  Cjenerattons Tuberculous 
New York 

I am 22 years old and am the twelfth chdd of a f am~ly  
of 14, and unfortunately my mother had consumpt~on, 
and five of my brothers and s~s tc rs  have dred from the 
same d~sease There are only five of the famrly left, and 
my slster and I are both In poor health Every one thmks 
I ha - consumpt~on too, but I ha,e not gone t o  the doctor 
for exammat~on 

I marrled a man 39 years old, two jears  and SIX months 
ago, and I have had two ch~ldren slncc My chlldren were 
just 15 months apar t  I used t o  welgh 130 pounds before 
I was married, and now I only weigh 98 pounds I f ~ e l  
very much overworked, a s  we cannot afford t o  h ~ r e  help 
And now I am In the f am~ly  way agaln, and my baby 1s 
only SIX months old today I honestly belreve I wdl take 
porson, before this one comes, because I do not want any 
more, a s  we cannot support any more properly 

My husband d r ~ n k s  very heavy a t  t~mes,  and ~t takes 
almost all he makes He  blames h ~ s  drmkmg on dlscour- 
agement over havmg ch~ldren ebery year A t  t ~ m e s  he 
1s very mean t o  me, when I am In the f am~ly  way, for  he 
blames me for  ~t It certainly IS d~scouragmg t o  t h ~ n k  
tha t  I must bear chrldrcn when my strength cannot stand 
t o  care for  any more I do everyth~ng I can t o  keep from 
ha\lng any more, but nothrng seems to  do me any good 
I know of no doctor In t h ~ s  c ~ t y  who would help me, but 
maybe you w ~ l l  be klnd enough t o  help me out of m j  
trouble 

Heavily Burdened 
Florida 

I was a school grrl, and mar r~ed  a telegraph operator 
rn 1917 D u n n g  the W a r  he served a s  a w~reless operator 

Smce our marriage so much r e s p o n s ~ b ~ l ~ t y  has been 
thrown on us tha t  ~t seems a s  ~f w ~ t h  all our struggles, 
we can hardly make ends meet, and we do not waste one 
penny 

My husband's father d ~ e d  a year ago and left h ~ s  
mother and four l ~ t t l e  s~s te rs  for  us t o  care for HIS 
mother 1s suffering from Br~ght 's  d~sease, and IS not able 
t o  make any means of support 

F o r  two jears  before t h ~ s  happened, I had t o  help rn) 
mother, nho 1s almost an  invalid, and two l ~ t t l e  s~s te rs  

I work as a clerk for the same road my husband 1s w~th ,  
and we two together a re  t rymg t o  send t hwe  SIX lrttle 
g d s  t o  school, so tha t  a few years later the older ones 
mll  be able t o  help themselves 

I just don't see how I could stop work and have ch~ldren 
now-know~ng tha t  the httle s~s t e r s  would g o  wantmg 
and suffer~ng They scarcely have enough of the necessl- 
t ~ e s  of llfe now 

I am really not strong enough t o  be a mother any- 
nay,  as  I cannot sweep a room w~thou t  expectorat~ng 
blood from my r ~ g h t  lung wh~ch was left unhealed after  
whoopmg cough and pneumonm, wh~ch I had a t  the same 
trme about SIX years ago Any kmd of work tha t  causes 
exertlon has the same effect 

Lzfe Not Worth Whrle 
Kansas 

Llving isn't worth wh~le for us who have our home full 
of l ~ t t l e  ones so close together, and uho lwe a hfe of dread 
of havrng more so soon agam I doctored for four years 
t o  ward off tuberculoas, but one doctor s a ~ d  tha t  I could 
never expect t o  r ~ d  myself of ~ t ,  ~f I kept on havrng ch~l -  
dren every two years o r  less But  when I asked h1m t o  
tell me something to  do tha t  I m ~ g h t  not have any more, 
he advrsed me t o  use a douche Bu t  I soon learned tha t  
was not certam, as  one baby was born soon after  

I am just 27 years old I have a boy 5, a g ~ r l  3, and 
another girl one, and I am prayrng and hopmg some- 
thing may happen soon or  In SIX months I w~l l  have a 
fourth child I would do anythlng t o  galn knowledge of 
a rellable contraceptive 

Results of T.  B. 
Brr t~sh  Columbm 

W e  are just  ordrnary work-a-day people, and have 
been marr~ed  some trme Thcre have been two ch~ldren, 
the first st~ll-born The  second, born erghteen months 
after, 1s just over two years old, and has been under the 
care of a children's s p e c ~ a l ~ s t  from three months old untll 
a few weeks before ber second b~ r thday  So you may 
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magme, apar t  from seelng the l ~ t t l e  soul suffer, and hav- 
Ing the care of ~ t ,  ~t has kept us pret ty busy t o  make ends 
meet The  reason of all the trouble 1s my own health, 
whlch IS very poor, the result of T B ,  wh~ch although 
curcd, has left my whole v ~ t a l ~ t y  undermrned So yo11 may 
lmagrne that ,  although I love ch~ldren and Lnow tha t  a 
certam number a re  necessary t o  keep the old world ~ o g -  
gmg  along, stdl I hnow ~t would be most unnlse t o  have 
more, and I l n c  In constant fear 

Poor and Tuberculous 
Kentucky 

I am a young woman of twenty-four and have t u o  
childrcn, both belng girls I am not strong and my hus- 
band IS s a d  t o  have tuberculos~s, and bemg poor, we are  
not able t o  r a m  a large f am~ly  and care for them as  n e  
should I would be so glad ~f you would k~nd ly  tell me 
how t o  a v o ~ d  hasmg more chrldren I know tha t  thls IS 

causmg you lots of trouble, but ~t would be a kmd deed 
t o  me, for I am a poor woman and have bad health-both 
me and my husband-and we can't ralse a large f am~ly  
and gwe them a n j t h ~ n g  h6e the care they should hale 

Unfit Parents 
~ ~ I S S I S ~ I ~ ~ I  

I am only taenty-one years old and am pregnant for  
the first tune I and my husband are both from tuber- 
culous fam~lres, and nc~ther  of us very strong So please 
tell me how we can Leep from iiavmg ch~ldren so rap~dly ,  
for  I know we cannot care for  a large famrly 

Chtldren Sick and Defecttve 
Ohro 

I ha le  two ch~ldren, one eleven ana  the other selcn 
The  eleven-year-old one has becn s ~ c k  most of 111s hfe, 
and now has some spots of T B on h ~ s  lungs I t  can be 
helped o r  curcd ~f taken rn trmc The seven-year old onc 
is a liclpless ~ n v a h d  She has the b r a n  of a ten months 
old baby and no more phvsrcal ab~ l l t y  A clot on the 
bram 

You can read~ly  see tha t  I want no more ch~ldren, so 
I am wr~ t ing  t o  you for help and adv~ce  W c  are  people 
In very moderate c~rcumstances My husband makes not 
q u ~ t e  two thousand a year  

The Road to the @awe 
Arkansas 

My grand-daughtcr has a baby-came nrne months 
a f te r  her marrragc, and she uns  nus pregnant agam uhcn 
hcr baby was only t a o  months old He r  hcnltli IS bad 
Shc has had lung trouble, and J O U  Lnoa tha t  ~f tins hccps 
up  lrer llcalth arll bc complctcly gone In a  car or  so 
She is anwous t o  Lnow thc rlght way t o  hccp her health, 
and control pregnancv, except when she wants a babv 

Tuberculosis, Frrst Stage 

Iowa 
I have becn mar r~ed  two-and-a-quarter wars ,  and have 

one chdd Srnce he came, the verns In my legs ache- 
knees t o  h ~ p s  I t  seems hke b ~ g  bunches form on them 
How I do suffer from them' 

When I was a couple of months along w ~ t h  baby, I 
went t o  a spec~alrst, a s  my doctor adv~sed, on account of 
havmg such h ~ g h  temperature H e  exammed me for  tuber- 
culos~s and sent a sputum test, and found I had ~t In the 
first stages I hope for no more ch~ldren, a s  I do not 
want t o  have a chdd who maybe m ~ g h t  have ~t 

F ~ n a n c ~ a l l y  we cannot afford, a s  we lost some of our 
cattle, and I had d ~ p h t h c r ~ a ,  and had a nurse file neehs, 
and h e  SIX mrlcs from town, SO the doctor's bdl counted 
up  hhe everythmg I u ~ s h  J O U  could help me 

A Loving Couple's Desparr 
New Jersey 

I am only twenty-two jears  old, ha'ie been marr~ed  four 
ycars My husband IS a consumpt~ve Also Ius mother 
1s consumpt~ve and a crrpple HIS father has the palsy 
so bad tha t  he cannot wart on h~mself We have the care 
of tlus aged couple, and wc ha l e  one child t ~ o  and one- 
half years old, who 1s sery puny and srckly I am lookrng 
for  another In a few months 

We hve In a three-room house In the country and are In 
the poorest of c~rcumstances M j  husband and I are In 
de spa~r  t o  t111nL tha t  I must bcar consumpt~\e childrcn 
mto the world Please find some nay  t o  help us W e  lolc 
each other dearly and feel tha t  n e  couldn't bse a p a ~ t  
But  he smd tha t  ~f u e  d~dn' t  find some way, a e  must 
separate, as  he could not ltve man1 \ears  a t  the best, and 
could not have me burdened w ~ t h  a crowd of s d l y  c l ~ ~ l -  
dren 

Srck and Drscouraged 
Oklahoma 

I am 24 years old and ha je  becn mnrrrcd four years 
I ha l e  got  three bab~es-one 3, one 2, and a baby ergllt 
months old I am verj  ncnous  and s ~ c ~ l y  after  my clul- 
dren I had a hemorrhage ahde  carlyrng my last baby- 
sptt up  two gallons of blood In an  hour I had a doctor 
H e  s a ~ d  "You must be careful If you get t ha t  way 
agaln, jou  urll dre " But he wouldn't tcll me an3 thmg 
to  do t o  prevent ~t 

My husband 1s a farmer and has got  consumpt~on 
Aftcr my bnb~es, u e  can afford hclp onlv for about ten 
days, untrl I am on my fcet agarn I Lnow I wrll d ~ c  ~f 
I have t o  ha \e  another chdd We do not oan a roof o ~ c r  
our heads, and I am so drscouragcd I a u n t  t o  d ~ r  ~f notli- 
Ing can be done, and I can see no rclrcf, unlcss ~ o u  can 
g n c  ~t t o  me or  tcll me whcre t o  get ~t I can't slccp a t  
nrght for worrying I s  thcrc an  answer for a mother lAe 
ine ? 
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Book Reviews 
A Study of the Faith of our Fathers and the Work of our Mothers 
Hu Relagson and Hers, by Charlotte Perkms G~lman  may have o r ~ g ~ n a t e d  merely a s  a stlmulus t o  the repro- 

~h~ century co, N~~ y o &  and London, 1923 duc t~on  of the specles, but  wh~ch, l ~ k e  a r t  and sclence, 

H~~ book by ~~~~~~y~ leadlng femlnlst philosopher has developed t o  the stage where ~t 1s for  the indlvldual 

T d e f e n d s  a thesis t ha t  IS onginal  and full of interest a PnmarY "Iue without which the sPecles itself wOuld 
hardly be worth preservmg Trad i t~ona l  rehg~ons a re  "h~s" rehglons-made by 

T o  all t h ~ s  Mrs G~ lman  seems q u ~ t e  blmd She con- 
man the hunter and fighter, and therefore bulk upon the 

demns a s  abnormal and excessne any use of the sex func- 
fact  of death and upon the s t e r~ l e  vlslons of another t ~ o n  except for procrea t~on If Nature had agreed w ~ t h  
world In wh~ch the dead hve again Mrs  G~ lman  would our author a s  t o  what was des~rable and "normal" she 
have a rehg~on tha t  IS "hers" a s  well as  "h~s," made by 

would have stopped evolut~on a t  the stage of the reptdes 
women the creators of new hfe and built upon the fact  

o r  lower mammals, f o r  they alone r e s t r~c t  them love t o  
of birth and upon the f r u ~ t f u l  vlslons of a better hfe for  

the purely ma te r~a l  end of reproducmg their h ~ n d  
us and our descendants here in t h ~ s  world 

Of course, ~f Mrs G~lman had thought through her 
It Is probably true that the morbid other-wor1d11ness idea t o  i ts  concrete meanlng for  actual hfe, i ts  absu rd~ ty  

of the rellglons of the past Is partly due the Interest would have been obvious, for  i t  ~vould mean tha t  ~f a 
ln death wh~ch IS a central fac t  In a communl t~  In which young rnarrled couple deslled t o  have not more than 
huntlag and 'ghtlng predominate And It may be$ four children, they would have t o  agree t o  d~ssolve them 
as Mrs saJs, that when into her mar r~age  on ~ t s  physical side and hve a s  cehbates for  all 
Own and acquires the power to impress "pan Our "lture except four months out  of the forty years during whlch 
her pecuhar interest In creating 'Ife and aiding and they might expect t o  be together Mrs Gilman would 
dlrectlng its growth, rehglon and wlll be Pro- advocate t h ~ s  In the name of Nature! A more preposter- 
found'y and mo'fied The author works Out a ous v ~ o l a t ~ o n  of Nature, and one more certam t o  destroy 

argument for Iier P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  and the criticism not only the s p ~ r ~ t u a l  values of marrlage but the very 
wh~ch the renewer would offer IS tha t  she somewhat over- lnstltutlon It lmposslble to conceive 

states her case, and fads t o  take suffic~ent account of the ~~l~~~~~ and H ~ ~ ~ M  contains many good 
deep-rooted tedencles of hmmn beings* regardless of and its style 1s clear and sparkling We may hope tha t  
them sex, t o  compensate fo r  the failures and tragedies of 

go a second revised edltlon, and 
the order by dreams of a '"pernatural In author, ardent evolutiomst t h a t  she is, will in  her revlslon 
which wounds are Whether true Or d~sp l ay  a keener r e a l ~ z a t ~ o n  of the meanlng of evolutron 
dream wlll It Is as as and It mll for  the interprctat~on of human love I n  the meantime 
last as long Its effects Van Our 'Ife are mixed- the book will serve the Blrth Control movement a s  a 
sometimes good and sometimes as a horr~ble example of the need of educat~on In the essentrals 
ment t o  r ea l~ ty  and a s t~mulus t o  ~ t s  dut~es,  rehg~on IS of psyc~o~ogy  and 
good Used a s  a subs t~ tu te  for  reahty and a s  a means W M  PEPPERELL MONTAGUE, 
of escape from dut~es,  lt 1s unquahfiedly bad Columbaa Ulzrverslty 

A Seraous Shortcommg 

There 1s one aspect of Mrs G~ln~an ' s  book tha t  1s pret ty Acute Cases in Moral Medicine * 
certam t o  be offens~ve not only t o  the readers of t h ~ s  T HE title IS ~ n t n p n g  Wha t  1s moral medlctne? 1s 
magazine but t o  progresswe-mmded folk generally there such a thmg a s  med~cal relig~on? 
Though a hfe-long e>olu t~on~s t ,  our  author has faded t o  It 1s difficult t o  m a ~ n t a ~ n  a judlclal attltude In the face 
reahze the most s~gn~f icant  lesson tha t  evolut~on teaches of such poor l o g c  as IS d~splayed In t h ~ s  book The  
v ~ z  , t ha t  all the h~ghe r  and d~stmctwely human Interests bllnd prejudice tha t  attempts t o  solve medical problems 
ongmate  a s  a means t o  the lower ~nterests, but develop with methods bound around w ~ t h  theologcal assumptions 
t o  the stage where they are  ends in themselves, for  the results In a product so nalve t ha t  it takes one back t o  
fulfillment of wh~ch the o r ~ g m a l  ~nterests  serve a s  means med~eval t~mes  and procedures 
T h ~ s  IS t rue of all a r t  and of all sclence E ~ o l u t ~ o n a r y  But bolder attempts t o  cramp the progress of science by 
psycholog~sts generally agree tha t  the a r t s  and sclences theological dogma have been made In other faiths Hence 
began a s  a ~ d s  t o  purely ma te r~a l  ends, and all evolut~on- not much weight need be ascr~bed t o  t h ~ s  wh~ch can appeal 
a r y  moralwts agree tha t  them normal use and value f a r  t o  reasoning people, be they Cathol~c, Protestant or  Jew, 
transcends the humble needs wh~ch gave them b ~ r t h  Sex as simply a n  evldence of the s t u p ~ d ~ t ~  of those who ex- 
passlon, m t h  the romantic and ch~valrous devot~ons t ha t  pect people t o  accept such teach~ng -D B 
accompany It, 1s a n  example of a human interest tha t  .RyEdwnrd Bllrke A Ph 

The Mnem,llan Ca, New York 
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The Eugenic Aspects of Birth Control 
A Revzew bg Leon J Cole 

0 B J E C T S  In the ~mmemate foreground commonly 
appear larger and more ~mpor tan t ,  and conse- 

quently recelve the greater share of a t t en t~on  I t  1s so 
w ~ t h  the b ~ r t h  control movement The  mlsery and eco- 
nomlc dlstress often consequent on large famkes  result- 
m g  from uncontrolled fecund~ty a re  ev~dent  t o  anyone 
who 1s w~ lhng  to  face the facts a t  all The  obv~ous remedy 
1s t o  control the sue  of the ram113 t o  accord w ~ t h  the 
strength of the mother and thc earnmg c a p a c ~ t y  of the 
father or  whatever else may determine the f am~ly  Income 
The  spec~fic ~ n f o r m a t ~ o n  necessary for  such control has 
not been generally ava~lable, especlally In those sect~ons 
of soc~ety where ~ t s  need IS greatest Thls fact  has led 
a number of publ~c  spmted and ph~lanthrop~cally m ~ n d ~ d  
people t o  devote thew t ~ m e  and cnergles t o  do what they 
can toward corrcctlng the c o n d ~ t ~ o n  The  undoubted 
progress of the B ~ r t h  Control movement amply attests 
the awaken~ng ~nteres t  In the subject and a much saner 
and heal th~er attrtude of the pubhc 1s already man~fest  

The  Race and the Bzrth Ra t e  

I n  the urgency of the ~mmed~a te  need, less a t t en t~on  
has been d~rected towards the more remote b~o log~ca l  
effects on the race a s  a whole wh~ch are consequent on 
any a l te ra t~on In the b ~ r t h  rate, and espec~ally on any 
d~fferent~a l  wh~ch may be mtroduced mto ~t If we are  
t o  look ahead of the present and the lmmed~ate future, 
t h ~ s  phase of the subject can not be ~gnored  and conse- 
quently the problem IS one u h ~ c h  should be of ~nteres t  
t o  all who are  concerned In the B ~ r t h  Control a c t ~ v ~ t ~ e s  
The  mews on blrth control of a b ~ o l o g ~ s t  who has devoted 
much study t o  eugemcs and r a c ~ a l  progress are therefore 
very t~mely  I n  h ~ s  recent book on "stud~es In Evolut~on 
and Eugenics,"* D r  Holmcs devotes only two chapters 
specifically t o  b ~ r t h  control, but these are wr~ t t en  In h ~ s  
usual s p m t  of sc~entlfic lnqulry and fa~rness  

A B~ologzcal Fallacy 

The  book 1s In cons~derable p a r t  a collect~on of prevl- 
ously published essays, but ~t presents an  unusual u n ~ t y  
and coherence for such a collect~on It 1s wr~ t t en  so f a r  
as poss~ble In non-technical language and const~tutes a 
very readable ~n t roduc t~on  t o  the broad p r ~ n c ~ p l e s  of 
hered~ty  and evolution m them relat~on to  eugenlcs The  
two chapters dcalmg w ~ t h  b ~ r t h  control a re  hcaded by 
quest~ons-"Is b ~ r t h  control an  a ~ d  or  a menace t o  
eugen~cs?" and "W111 b ~ r t h  control reduce f e r t ~ l ~ t y  7'' 

D r  Holmes p o ~ n t s  out the b~o log~ca l  fallacy as well a s  
the f u t h t y  of the doc t r~ne  wlnch holds tha t  r a c ~ a l  ad- 
vance must be through the crude selectne actlon of wars 
and pestdence and t ha t  unllmltcd fecundlty 1s necessary 
t o  thls end-that the strugglc for  r a c ~ a l  supremacy must 
- 

Studm In Evolut~on and Eugen~cs," by S J Holmes, Ph D ,  
professor of Zoology In the Uoners~ty  of Cal~fornla New York, 
1023, Harcourt, Brace and Company 

really be a race for h ~ g h  fecund~ty He  says, "When man- 
kmd In general gets t o  be suffic~ently enl~ghtcned t o  
apprec~ate  the effects of u n l ~ m ~ t e d  fecundlty, ~t wdl, I 
beheve, pay  l ~ t t l e  heed t o  the preachmg of t h ~ s  doctrmr 
It wtll s~mply  balk I t  w ~ l l  reap the rewards of present 
freedom from over-crowdmg and let the future take care 
of ~tself ,  a s  cons~derable sect~ons of c ~ v ~ l ~ z e d  mankmd are  
now domg" Bu t  nhde recognmng ~ t s  benefits and In- 
e v ~ t a b ~ l ~ t y  Holmes says, "The trouble w ~ t h  b ~ r t h  control 
1s tha t  ~t 1s prac t~sed  least nhere ~t should be prac t~sed  
most " H e  emphas~zes the p o ~ n t  tha t  there a re  s t ra ta  of 
soclety t o  wh~ch voluntary b ~ r t h  control u ~ l l  not effec- 
twely reach, and stresscs the need, In order t o  help coun- 
teract the fecund~ty of these undes~rablcs, of the develop- 
ment of a soc~a l  conscience on the pa r t  of the classes 
more favored by nature wh~ch mil recognue the respon- 
s ~ b h t y  for  larger f a m ~ l ~ c s  where c~rcumstances a111 per- 
m ~ t  T h a t  p o r t ~ o n  of soc~ety which unduly r e s t r~c t s  
fecund~tv for purely selfish reasons w~ l l  au tomat~ca lh  
elrmmate ~ t s  genet~c  c o n t r ~ b u t ~ o n  t o  pos te r~ty  

The Posatzue Szde of Bzrth Control 

T h ~ s  p o s ~ t ~ v e  slde of blrth control has not rece~ved thc 
a t t en t~on  and cons~dera t~on ~t deserves, and nhde he IS 

speahng more from the standpomt of eugenlcs than 
phdanthropy, Holmes ralses a very p ~ a c t ~ c a l  pomt nhen 
he mamtalns that, "The blrth contlol molement aould 
gam greatly In moral force ~f ~t placed more emphas~s 
upon the r e s p o n s ~ b ~ l ~ t ~ e s  of those nho  tahc mto t h c ~ r  oun 
hands the regulat~on of the b ~ r t h  supply There a re  
mult~tudes of people of good mher~tance ahosc financ~al 
c~rcumstances ea s~ ly  p e r m ~ t  them to  rcar f a~ r - s~zcd  
fam~hes, but who are suffermg them l~ncs  t o  become ex- 
tmct through ~gnorancc  or  wrlful d~srcgard of one of the 
most fundamental of all du t~cs  But11 control IS a b ~ o -  
log~cal  ~ n n o v a t ~ o n  of great  momcnt In the h s t o r y  of the 
race Manbmd has evolved w~thout  ~ t ,  although a t  the 
cost of much suffermg and loss of llfe I t s  unw~se employ- 
ment for a few generations would habe a disastrous effect 
on our r a c ~ a l  mher~tance nhich ~t has tabcn untold ages 
t o  bu~ld  up  If so powerful an mstrument for  good or  
for 111 IS placed In the hands of human bangs thcrc should 
be some endea\or t o  mducc them to  use ~t ulscly If the 
Neo-Malthus~ans prcsume t o  undcrtahe the role of g u ~ d -  
mg  the unenhghtcned pub l~c  In t h s  rcgard thcy should 
do somethmg more than slmply preach rcst~lct lon " 

T o  one ~ntercsted In other b~olog~cal-soc~al  poblcms 
bcs~des bwth control, t l w c  1s much In thc book a111ch u ~ l l  
f u rn~sh  ~ n t e r c s t ~ n g  and lnformatwc rcadlng 

In the  last analysts the stabdzty and especlally the 
ddvance of socsety does not depcnd upon those a h o  are  
compelled to, but on those who want to follow a 1~1gher 
concept of lrfe, a Zafc of rdealrsm, relsgrous or  othenvue 
-ARTHUR W MYERS, M D 
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C H I N E S E  MIGRATIONS, w ~ t h  Specla1 Reference t o  
Labor Cond~t~ons ,  by T a  Chan, A M U S Depart- 
ment of Labor, Washmgton, D C 

T HE Un~ted  States Government, wh~ch In the Federal 
Mall Laws classes B ~ r t h  Control wlth obscemty, and 

makes inforrnat~on concerning ~t unma~lable, has appar-  
ently set ~ t s  seal of approval on B ~ r t h  Control for the 
Ch~nese I n  t h ~ s  pamphlet, e m ~ g r a t ~ o n  from Chma 18 

defimtely attributed t o  pressure of populat~on, and yet 
the wrlter finds that ,  In s p ~ t e  of e m ~ g r a t ~ o n  extending over 
many centuries, the condlt~on of the people In the home 
land has not been ~mproved, but t ha t  congest~on of popu- 
l a t ~ o n  remalns as  a cause of poverty and low standards 
of hvmg M r  T a  Chen's summlng up  of the subject is 
somewhat pess~mis t~c  He  wr~tes  -"Cultural advance- 
ment presupposes lelsure But  due part ly t o  t h ~ s  pressure 
of populat~on,  In Chma today a n  Immense number of 
people are busily engaged In makmg a bare hv~ng ,  and 
there IS l ~ t t l e  oppor tun~ty  f o r  self-~mprovement The  
struggle for ex~stence IS severe, and the struggle for 
ach~evement among the general populace 1s almost negll- 
glble Llvehhood for the wage-earnlng classes 1s on the 
verge of minlmum subs~stence, and llttle surplus energy 
1s available for seeklng anythlng h ~ g h e r  Advance in 
civl l~zat~on 1s therefore hmdered When educat~on reaches 
the grea t  masses and fundamental laws of populat~on 
are generally understood, fam~hes wlll be smaller and the 
materlal wants of the people can be sat~sfied w ~ t h  pro- 
portronately less effort, so tha t  poverty may be d~mln- 
 shed and the cultural level substant~ally raised, the needy 
may no longer be forced t o  emgra t e  In large numbers, 
and the soclo-economlc welfare of the people w~l l  be m a t e r  
]ally lmproved " And these good results are t o  be brought 
about, be ~t noted, by decreasmg the slze of the farmllea 

PERIODICALS 

The  Thtnker, Chicago, for  Apnl,  contains the final 
a r t ~ c l e  of a serles on Blrth Control by Margaret Sanger 
The  first Installment appeared last  October The  publl- 
c a t ~ o n  of these a r t~c l e s  1s .n keepmg w ~ t h  the progresslve 
character of the magazlne Another serles runnlng 
through the issues 1s on "P~oneer Th~nkers," by the 
E d ~ t o r  I n  Apnl,  M r  Flower gave a n  espec~ally excellent 
account of Socrates, Illustrated by a well chosen selection 
from the sayings of the great Greek philosopher 

John C Gebhart, of the New York Assoclat~on for the 
Improvement of the C o n d ~ t ~ o n  of the Poor, In Socaal 
Hyglene for  Aprll, describes the effects of syphlhs on 
mothers and them offsprmg The  a r t ~ c l e  1s a summary 
of pre-natal work done In a colored d ~ s t r ~ c t  in New York, 
a d l s t r~c t  In wh~ch the maternal and infant mor ta l~ ty  
rates had been abnormally hlgh, due t o  the w ~ d e  pre- 
valence of syphlhs H e  shows tha t  pre-natal treatment 
of syphlhtlc women has resulted in lower~ng the death 
rate  of both mothers and Infants, but tha t  even w ~ t h  such 
treatment the rate  remalns much h~ghe r  than  for the non- 

Barth Conti 01 Revaere, 

syph~litlc HIS artlcle, in fact, shows the grea t  need for 
contraceptwe lnstructlon for the syphlhtic But  of such 
need he makes absolutely no ment~on 

Another a r t~c le ,  In the same magazlne, d~scusses D r  
Max Schlapp's researches Into the causes mduc~ng  con- 
genital malformat~ons and deformltles In ch~ldren D r  
Schlapp 1s strongly lnchned t o  the oplnlon tha t  "un- 
favorable home surroundmgs and external condhons In- 
duclng mental d~sturbances in the mother may ha,e a 
dec~ded effect upon the phjslcal and mental characteris- 
tics of her offspr~ng" Surely there could be no strongel 
test~mony t o  the need of B ~ r t h  Control, the lack of wh~ch 
so often creates these unfortunate con&tions 

Equal  Rzghts, the organ of the Natlonal Woman's 
Par ty ,  In ~ t s  Issue of May 3rd, pubhshed the letter from 
Florence Garvm wh~ch appeared In our A p r ~ l  number, 
but d ~ d  not pubhsh our repl j  

Problems of sex and of the pos~tlon bt women are 
recelvlng much attention In The Indran Soccal Reformer, 
although a s  yet thls progresslve magazlne has not ac- 
cepted the idea of Blrth Control The E d ~ t o r s  take the 
vlew tha t  a red~s t r lbut~on of wealth must precede the tak- 
mg  of any steps t o  check over-populat~on I n  the ~ s s u c  
for  March 23, they argue strongly for the pro tec t~on of 
grrls both lns~de  and outs~de  of marriage, and glve hearty 
support t o  leg~slatwe proposals for ralslng the age of 
consent It IS only one step forward to the advocacy of 
the r ~ g h t  of a woman of adult age t o  control her own body 
and ~ t s  supreme power of reproduct~on 

Professor Reynold A Spaeth, of the School of Hyglene 
and P u b l ~ c  Health, The  Johns Hophlns Unlverslty, has 
an  excellent artlcle In Equal  Rzghts, the organ of the 
Na t~ona l  Woman's Par ty ,  for A p r ~ l  19, on "D~fferences 
Between Men and Women" I n  lt he faces frankly the 
d~sadvantage t o  woman workers of pregnancy and mater- 
n ~ t y  H e  t h ~ n k s  tha t  the experiment of glvlng Birth Con- 
t ro l  ~ n f o r m a t ~ o n  to  ~ n d u s t r ~ a l  workers by lndus t r~a l  physl- 
clans mlght be worth trymg, but asserts t ha t  an  educa- 
t ~ o n a l  campalgn In regard t o  the responslblhty of brlng- 
mg  ch~ldren Into the world 1s also needed Professor 
Spaeth 1s a member of the Na t~ona l  Counc~l of the 
Amerlcan Blrth Control League 

I n  the Edznburgh Reuaew for Aprll, Slr  Henry Rew, 
K C B , contributes a somewhat reassuring c r ~ t ~ c ~ s m  of 
recent p e s s ~ m ~ s t ~ c  forecasts of world over-populat~on 
Takmg Professor East's book a s  a bas~s,  he polnts out 
poss~blh t~es  of food Increase whlch have been h~ the r to  
overlooked But  wh~le he postpones the date of conges- 
t ~ o n ,  h ~ s  conclus~ons a r e  s ~ m ~ l a r  t o  those of Professor 
Eas t  ' T h e  march may be slow, he remarks, "but the 
d ~ r e c t ~ o n  1s sure T o  take no thought for  the mor- 
row--even ~f the morrow be remote-1s foohshness 
Those who belleve tha t  man's mtelhgence, if aroused and 
gu~ded,  may help t o  postpone, or  avert the e v ~ l  day, a re  
In duty bound to  inculcate prudence and advocate re- 
s t r a ~ n t  " 



THE "BOBBED-HAIRED BANDIT" F o r  her cnmes are  on our heads too No recold could 
A ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ t h ~  ~ d z t o ~ ~ ~ l  from tlLe "N y world" be clearer or more eloquent None could leave less room 

for  doubt tha t  Cecll~a Cooney 1s a product of t h ~ s  c ~ t y ,  
months we have been entertained of ~ t s  neglect and ~ t s  carelessness, of ~ t s  ~nd~fference and 

thebObbed-llalred about its undercurrents of m1.q  \ve recommend her story 
Ilcr, a e  created a perfect story s t a n d a d z e d  accoldlng to the pulpits of N~~ york,  to the school Illen of N~~ 
to  the rules laid d o ~ n  by the mo\lcs and the sllort-story york,  to the lawmakers of N~~ york,  to tllc social 
magaz1nes The story had, as the press agents say, every- ers of New York, t o  those who are  tempted to boast of ~ t s  
thing It had a flapper and a band't who baffled the wealth, ~ t s  magn~ficence and ~ t s  power -New York IVorld, 
police, ~t had sex and money, crlme and mystery And nlay *, 1025 
then yesterday we read In the probat~on officer's report 
the story of Cecll~a Cooney's hfe It was not In the least BOOKS RECEIVED 

entertalmng F o r  there In the place of the dashing bandlt From the Century Company, New York B ~ A A A T M A  
was a p i t~able  g ~ r l ,  mstcad of an  amuslng tale, a dark GA~DIII ,  by Romaln Rolland 
and mean tragedy,  Instead of a lovely adventure, a ter- From B o n ~  and Llveright, h'cw Yorh THE PEOPLE'S 
r~b le  accusat~on CORPORATION, by IGng C Glllette 

I n  the twenty years she has llvcd In tlus city she has From the Dcpartnient of the Interlor, \Irnshington, 
come a t  one t ~ m e  o r  another w ~ t l i ~ n  reach of all the agen- D C SCHOOLS A \ D  FLLDLE-MIADED A ~ D  SLB\ORIIAL 
clcs of righteousness Flve years before she was born her CHILDREN 
father was summoned t o  court for  drunkenness and From the ~ \ l ~ ~ ~ ~ u ~ ~  companj, hew york  sOCIAL 
neglect, the Chanties Department recommended then tha t  P B ~ I I L E \ ~ ~ ,  by E z r a  Tlin\er Toane 
her older brothers and sisters be comm~tted t o  an  1nst1- F~~~ ~~~d~ ~ ~ b l ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ k ,  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ ,  ~ ~ l l ~ ~ d  D~~ 
tution Tha t  dzd not prevent her parents b r w t n g ,  wSth G E U U R T E N P ~ O B ~ ~ I ~  U \ D  DIE VERHUETI \~  DEB SCHWA\G- 
the full consent of the law, three or  four more chaldren ERSC,3AFT 

zntO the Cecilra the youngest eight, From Archlles of ps,chologv, Nelv York ADOLESCE,T 
a t  four years of age Into the custody of the Ch~ldrcn's IXTEBESTS, by F I Dalcnport,  P h  D 
Soclcty SIX months latcr, on the rccommendat~on of the 
Department of Public C h a n t j ,  she was turned back t o  A Gicscche9 German' TAe SExuAL 

her mother, a h o  promptly deserted her LIFE, b j  J Rutgers, a1 D 
From E P Dutton and C o ,  S e n  Yorh ICARIJS, b~ 

She was next tnkrn t o  Brooklyn by her aunt  and for  ~ ~ ~ t ~ ~ d ,  F R s 
ten years o r  so attcnded parochial school A t  the age 
of fourteen her mother brought her back t o  New YO&, 
took her t o  a furnlslled room, stole her clothes and deser- 
ted her A year  later, aged fifteen, Cecll~a became a cli~ld- 
laborer In a brush factory In Brooklyn, and mas asso- 
c ~ a t m g  a t  night w ~ t h  sailors picked up  on the water-front 
A t  s~xteen Cec~lia was back In New York, livmg w ~ t b  her 
mother, workmg a s  laundress for  a few months a t  a 
stretch In varlous hosp~tals  A t  twenty she was marrled, 
had borne a ch~ld,  had conim~tted a scrlcs of robberies, 
and 1s condemned t o  spend the rest of hcr youth In 
prlson 

T "IS 
1s what twent~eth-century c ~ v ~ b z a t ~ o n  In New 

York ach~eved In the case of Cec~ha  Cooney Fully 
warned by the behavior of her parents long before hcr 
b ~ r t h ,  the law allowed her parents t o  reproduce them 
hind Fully warned when she was st111 an  Infant, soc~ety 
alloaed her t o  drift out of ~ t s  hands Into a ltfe of dlrt, 
neglect, dark basements, beggmg, stealing, Ignorance, 
poor httle tawdry e-mtements and twlsted romance The  
courts had them chance and they missed ~t Chan ty  had 
its chance and m~sscd ~t Schools had them chance and 
m~ssed ~t The  abscnt-minded routme of all tha t  1s wcll- 
mcanlng and respectable d ~ d  not deflect by an  Inch her 
inexorable progress from the basement where she was born 
t o  the jail where she wlll explate her crlmes and ours 

MARGARET SANGER'S OWN CORNER 
A Correspondent wrztes "DO you t h d  ~t 1s 

wrong for me to bring mjsclf around when I am not 
~ c t  three months o\crtirne?" 

Answer Whcn you use the term "brlng m~sc l f  
around," you are referring t o  abo i t~on  I bellcle 
tha t  repented abort~ons,  h o a c ~ e r  curly t l m  arc  
brought on, ha le  a \c ry  bad effect on a vomnn's 
health I do not adxlse ~t elcn by sh~llcd Iiniida, un- 
less ~t has bccn recon~mcnded b j  your p h j s ~ e ~ ~ n  I 
strongly ad\lse you ngnlnst tnhmg dlugs for nnl  
such purpose Diuga are  f rcqucnt l~  usclcss nnd 
alaays lnjurlous Thev Injure the mothcr and ~f 
they fad of t l i c~r  pulpoae, as  they oftcn do, t h y  nrc 
ap t  t o  injure the chlld The  prnc t~cc  of nbort~on gets 
YOU nonhcrc, for prcgnmcy comes ngnin morc CTSIII 
af ter  a b o ~  t ~ o n  than bcforc, nnd ~t bccomcs ncccssnrj 
t o  go  through ~t all ngnln Abortion is not the 
right mcans of contiolhng the sue  of jonr  fnn111I 
One of the strongrst ~cnsons  for urglng Dirt11 Con- 
trol is thnt  the s~ l cn t~ f i c  p ~ c \ c n t ~ o n  of conccpt~on 
mnhcs abortion unncccwtr\,  and uill thus do a a a v  
a ~ t h  thls ell1 thmg 

nr s 
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T H E  "PICTORIAL R E V I E W "  A W A R D  

M A N Y  letters are pouring Into our Head- 
quarters, commendmg the suggestion of 

Margaret Sanger's name by M r  Rokahr, as put 
forward in his letter printed in the April REVIEW 
To us t h s  is not a personal matter If  it were, no 
mention of it would be made in these pages The 
selection of one of the leading advocates of Birth 
Control as the reclpient of the award would be of 
vast importance, for it would mean the recognition 
of Birth Control as a great forward movement for 
human welfare This \iew is taken by many of our 
correspondents, as is illustrated by the following 
extract from one of these letters 

I so apprec~ated  the suggestron of Theodore Ro- 
kahr, p r ~ n t e d  In your columns, regardmg the Pw- 
tona l  Reurew award, tha t  I a ~ s h  t o  urge you t o  men- 
t ~ o n  agam t h ~ s  award, and t o  suggest t o  the members 
of the B ~ r t h  Control League tha t  they get  behmd t h ~ s  
recommendat~on Not only would the $5,000 help 
the movement, but whatever attendant pubhc~ ty  was 
secured would be des~rable E E CBAIG 
Another correspondent-Eric Widdas-sends 

us a copy of his letter to the Pzctonal Revzew The 
letter is long and contains a full statement of the 
case which he presents W e  give the following 
extracts 

Supposmg tha t  a grea t  catastrophe were head- 
~ n g  toward t h ~ s  country, o r  the world, a ca lam~ty  
overshadomng all other ev~ls  tha t  have swooped 
down upon human~ty  comb~ned, t ha t  t h ~ s  sw~ft ly 
advancmg d~sas te r ,  m t h  i ts  t r am of butchery and 
bes t~a l~ ty ,  was easily prevent~ble ~f the people knew 
of ~ t ,  and of the smple exped~ent t o  a v o ~ d  ~t And 
then one mtelhgent woman's fores~ght  became aware 
of the approach of t h ~ s  horr~ble c o n d ~ t ~ o n  Makmg 
sure tha t  her conv~ct~ons  a re  substanhated by sclen- 
t~ f i c  fact  she goes forth alone t o  tell of the 
smftly approachmg ca lam~ty  t o  those who can be 
of the most ass~stance m wardmg off t h ~ s  monstrous 
ev~l-laughed at ,  scorned, jaded, abused-st111 she 
fights on alone A few sc~entrfic men check u p  
on some of the da t a  t o  d~sprove ~ t ,  and, a s  they ac- 
cumulate the facts, they In them tu rn  become 
alarmed, and add thew warnlngs until to-day there 
1s a well organ~zed, actwe body of women and men, 
extendmg the world around, dotng ~ncreas~ngly  posl- 
t ~ v e  work In a n  effort t o  prevent t h ~ s  ca lam~ty  from 
overtakmg humanity. 

My cho~ce for the honor you offer 1s an  Amencan 
woman who has done more t o  prevent and alienate 
unnecessary suffering, both phys~cal  and mental, 
amongst the women, ch~ldren and, yes, even men, 
than any other person In Amenca, who has kept 
more mtsery away from homes (thereby conservmg 
human happmess) and saved more women's hves than 
any other woman In Amenca 

Bzrth Control Revzew 

VIRGINIA ANTI-BIRTH CONTROL BILL 
A Protest by A T McAtee 

T HIS b ~ l l  IS another of the laws t ha t  place large 
classes of the populat~on In the ranks of cr~mmals, 

a s tate  of a f fa~rs  t ha t  1s certamly not good for  any 
commonwealth Why not be frank and recogmze the fact  
t ha t  the m a j o r ~ t y  of c~ttzens undoubtedly do resort a t  
t ~ m e s  t o  one form or  another of bu th  control? I s  ~t mse 
therefore t o  brand them as cnmmals? 

B ~ r t h  Control certa~nly IS p rac t~sed  by c ~ v ~ l ~ z e d  per- 
sons everywhere and by t h ~ s  token 1s no cnme Only 
departures from normal p r ac t~ce  so extreme a s  t o  be 
anti-soc~al const~tute cnme And b ~ r t h  control under 
modern c o n d ~ t ~ o n s  certa~nly 1s not anti-soma1 W e  have 
too many people already, the e n t ~ r e  world has too many 
Would you encourage unrestr~cted breed~ng, leadmg 
surely t o  crowdmg, poverty, s t a rva t~on  and all the 111s 
tha t  overpopulat~on bnngs?  I am sure the Virgma legs-  
lature has no such tendency, but  the facts should be faced 
tha t  sexual mtercourse w~ l l  not cease, and hence over- 
popula t~on w~ l l  surely result unless b ~ r t h  control 1s 
prac t~sed  

The  bdl seeks t o  prevent a thmg wh~ch is really neces- 
sary for  the greatest good to  the greatest number under 
modern c o n d ~ t ~ o n s  I s  ~t better t o  breed hke gumea p ~ g s ,  
and almost equally ~rrespons~bly,  so f a r  a s  the fate  of 
the offsprmg 1s concerned, o r  t o  l m ~ t  the number of 
chddren t o  what can be properly reared and educated? 
The  last pomt touches V ~ r g m a  In a tender place, the 
Old Dommon bemg one of the states m t h  a s ta r t l~ngly  
h ~ g h  percentage of ~ lh teracy  Better f a r  t o  encourage 
b ~ r t h  control and prevent any Increase In the army of 
~lhterates,  which 1s certainly not bemg gwen a square 
deal a t  present In t h ~ s  land of supposed equal~tv  of oppor- 
t u n ~ t y  for  all 

From a human~ tanan  s tandpo~nt  also can any one 
dehberately vote for a h ~ l l  wh~ch, ~f ~t has any effect, w~ l l  
Increase the wastage of mother and chdd hfe? One of 
my ne~ghbors, for ~nstance, has had five children In r a p ~ d  
succession, three of wh~ch have d ~ d ,  the last just  recently, 
the mother a t  the t ~ m e  carrymg the next a r r ~ v a l  Wha t  
a waste of energy, health and hfe, what a harvest of 
sorrow, suffermg and death' Would ~t not be f a r  better 
for f a m ~ l ~ e s  t o  have only tmo or  three chddren spaced 
f a r  enough apar t  so tha t  all could be gwen proper a t -  
tent~on,  thus assurlng thew surv~val  bar rmg acc~dents, 
and preservmg the health of the mother? The  affirmatwe 
1s the only humane answer t o  t h ~ s  quest~on, and carrles 
w ~ t h  ~t an  o b l ~ g a t ~ o n  not for the suppression, but for  the 
encouragement, and teaching of B ~ r t h  Control 

I s~ncerely hope tha t  the b ~ l l  referred t o  wdl be con- 
s~gned t o  the ob l~v~on  i t  so thoroughly ments 

As noted m our Yews Columns, thas ball was rmth- 
drawn -EDITOR 



News Notes 
UNITED STATES 

New York 
April 21 A Birth Control meeting was held at  

Pleasantville, a t  whch Mrs Ethel Watts Mumford 
was the speaker Florence Harmon Dock, Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of the Republican 
Federation of Pleasantville and Chappaqua, was 
hostess 

Mrs F Robertson Jones and Mrs Anne Ken- 
nedy attended the Annual Convention of Women 
Voters a t  Buffalo, April 25 to May 2 They con- 
ducted a v~gorous campaign of education among the 
delegates on the subject of Birth Control A round 
robin dlnner was arranged for them by Mrs John 
J O'Connor, National Cha~rman of the Child Wel- 
fare Comm~ttee, a t  which the subject was discussed 
from every angle Women from all parts of the 
Un~ted  States were present and jo~ned in the dls- 
cussion The consensus of opinlon was strongly in 
favor of having the League study methods of 
amending the present State and Federal laws 
affecting Blrth Control, and also the principles of 
the movement Many of the State Chairmen of 
Child Welfare will doubtless take up the subject 
during the comlng year, so that they may he more 
fully informed at  the next Annual Convention A 
resolut~on was introduced In the Convent~on by D r  
Rachel Yarros of Chicago, that the Social Hyg~ene 
Committee should include the study of Birth Con- 
trol and Sterihzation in ~ t s  programme This mo- 
tion was defeated, owing to the feeling among the 
nat~onal leaders that the delegates were not suffi- 
c~ently Informed on the subject An account of 
the Birth Control Debate by one of the delegates 
will he given in our next Issue 

Apr1129 The Syracuse chapter of the Amencan 
Birth Control League met at  the Hotel Onondaga 
Mrs 0 H Cobb, Chairinan, presided Mrs Mar- 
tin H Knapp accepted the cha~rmansh~p of the 
orgnnlzat~on committee for chnlcal research work 
Mrs F R Hazard accepted the post of honorary 
cha~rman of this group It ww decided to make a 
thorough canvass for members of the committee, 
which is now the largest in New York State 

May 5 A Birth Control meetlnp was held in 
Kew Gardens at  the residence of Mrs J Bishop 
Vandever The n~eeting wzs well attended by 
people from R~chmond H111, Forest Hdls and the 
Immediate vicin~ty The comm~ttee arranqlng t h ~ s  
meeting consicted of hIrs J Bishop Vandever, 
Chairman, Mrs M a p r e ,  Mrs Quanger, Mrs 
Sage, Mrs Irvm, Rirs Epste~n, Mrs Yepson, M~ss  
Fowler and Mrs Kellev Mrs Sanger and D r  
Garth were the speakers 

What Every Girl 
Should Know 

BY 

MARGARET SANCER 

NEW REVISED EDITION 

Margaret  Sanger  waa first In t h e  field In g m n g  highly 
necessary xnstructlon for girls 

The revised edmon  of he r  book s t d  holds the  hagheat 
place among  books of thrs character  

T h ~ s  book has  the  endorsement of physzclans educa 
tors clergymen aocxal workera and  mother. 

Pnce, $1 60 (covering postage) 

Order from 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 F~fth Avenue New York C~ty 

0 many marned couples yearn for children th l t  
thousands of copres of a new book by Dr  H Will 

women Any farnrly mterested ~n overcarnrnp coodrtwn. 
of nature that hmder the Rzft of chrldrcn should wrcte 
for thls free book today I t  descr~bes a smple  home treat 
ment baaed on the use of Sterrltonc, a wonderful w e n  
ttfic tonrc that has had marvclaus success all over the 
country In rchcvmg con>tztutiunal weakness 

Every woman who 5 ant3 to ltve a normal happy ltfe 
with llttle ones around her ~ h o u l d  conrtder ~t her firrt 
duty to know \ \hat Sterdtone l a  and why tt sheuld be 90 

wonderful an  a ~ d  to her Read thm l~ t t l e  book w h ~ h  s 
sent w~thout  charge or obhgatron rn a plarn rn>elopc i t  
unfolds facts that mast women never have had explarned 
to them S~rnpky send name today to Dr  H Wnll Elders 
2001 Ballmger Bldg St Joseph Mo 
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Be Informed on the Quest~on of 

BIRTH CONTROL 

COMBINATION OFFER 

Send check for $5 00 and resews the 

follornng books and pamphlets 

BIRTH CONTROL - - $3 00 
What It IS 

How It Works 
What It WILL DO 

(Proceedmgs of the Flrat Amencan Bnth 

Control Conference ) 

ONE LITTLE BOY - - $2 00 

By Hugh de Selzncouri 

WOMAN, MORALITY 
and BIRTH CONTROL - 

By Margaret Sanger 

Booklet dealmg w ~ t h  love 
Me of woman - - - 

Booklet strlkmg a new and 
bold note for love and 
mamage - - - - - 

Order from 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 F~ Avenue New York C~ty 

May 6 A rneet~ng was held at  the res~dence of 
Dr David R Telson, 734 Ocean Ave , Brooklyn, 
a t  whch there were present about 30 doctors D r  
Dorothy Bocker, director of the clln~cal research 
department of the American Birth Control League, 
discussed the technique of contracept~on The 
doctors present were enthus~ast~c m regard to this 
work 

May 10 Dr Tsuda of the Medical Un~vers~ ty  
of Kyoto, vlsited the New York City Birth Control 
Research Bureau H e  expressed interest In the 
World Blrth Control Conference to be held In thls 
country m 1935, a t  which delegates from Japan 
w~ l l  attend 

FROM the comention on "Youth's Standard of 
Living," held in New York, Caroline Abrams of 
Brookwood Labor College, Katonah, N Y , sends 
the followmg interestmg news note 

"When people are faced by facts whlch show 
that hundreds of l~ t t l e  children at  the age of four 
are forced to spend their days in stuffy tenement 
rooms, helpmg them mothers on art~ficial flowers, 
or other work wh~ch they are forced to do to keep 
themselves alive, when faced by the fact that n~nety 
per cent of the tenement ch~ldren of New York 
City suffer from rickets, and the fact that fifty 
per cent of them are undernounshed and never get 
enough to eat, it takes a peculiar sense of justlce 
to conslder it a crime to make ava~lable for the 
mothers of these chlldren the mformatlon of how 
to h m ~ t  them fam~hes These are facts and not 
'sob stuff,' however, wh~ch Amencan youth is ready 
to face even ~f the older generat~on is not 

" ~ t  a recent convention held a t  Bear Mountain, 
N Y , a hundred and fifty delegates, representing 
thirty organ~zations of New York (among them 
the Christmn Endeavor, the Young Men's and 
Young Women's Chr~stlan Association, the Young 
People's Socialist League, etc ), adopted a state- 
ment of pnnc~ples In which, among other things, 
they declared 'We feel that the med~cal profes- 
slon should be allowed by law to give such 
knowledge to parents as w~ l l  make ~t posslble for 
them to hmlt the~r  families to the number which, 
under the present economlc conditions, they can 
mamtaln In health and happ~ness ' As a further 
alm for soc~al adjustment the conference favored 
a social order based p r~mar~ ly  on production for 
use rather t11a11 for p~ofit " 

New Jersey 
EVERETT R MEVES,  secretary of the Cam- 
den Birth Control League and w~dely known advo- 
cate of b~ r th  control, made a strong argument for 
the Malthus~an idea at  the Y's Men's Club F ~ f t y -  
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four members were present The subject was 
"Btrth Control-a factor m World Peace " 

M r  Meves 1s reported by the Camden Post  as  having 
quoted Professor Ross, of the U n ~ v e r s ~ t y  of Wisconsin, 
a s  r eg re t t~ng  his ~ n v e n t ~ o n  of the term "race" suicide, 
made famous by Theodore Roosevelt H e  had neglected 
t o  consider the decrease in death rate  along m t h  the de- 
crease an bwth rate 

"Before 1800 ~t was est~mated tha t  there were 1,000,- 
000,000 people on the earth and In 1900 there were 
2,000,000,000 people Sc~entis ts  have computed wrth 
some mathematical accuracy tha t  the world will support, 
countlng all of the land mhabrtahle t o  man, a population 
not t o  exceed 5,200,000,000 people, a number whlch ml1 
be reached m t h m  150 years " 

H e  stated tha t  the same population condit~on obtained 
for  England, l t a l y  and Rumama H e  explained tha t  the 
Neo-Malthusian League was based on the sclence of mathe- 
m a t ~ c s  and tha t  ~t forwarded t o  the League of Na t~ons  
a recommendation tha t  b ~ r t h  control be incorporated as 
a prerequisite t o  membersh~p In the League of Nations, as  
no nataon mthout  compulsory regdataon of ~ t s  popula- 
t ~ o n  could continue t o  live a t  peace m t h  its neighbors 

Numerous s u t h o n t ~ e s  recited by M r  Meves made hls 
address most convincing and brought the question of bn th  
control t o  a n  elevated p o s ~ t ~ o n  In the mmds of h ~ s  hearers 
H e  concluded m t h  the statement, "Whatever plan fol 
world peace is presented ~t carrles w ~ t h ~ n  atself the seed 
for  ~ t s  ~nevitable fallure unless i t  contemplates a s  one of 
~ t s  pr inc~pal  tenets blrth control a s  the na t~ona l  pohcy 
of the nations of the earth " 

A debate was held on May l l th ,  under the aus- 
plces of the Frlendshlp L~beral  League of Ph~la-  
delphla, on the mot~on "Resohed, that the B ~ r t h  
Control Movement IS a Menace to Labor " Mr A 
J Carey, affirmat~ve and M r  Everett R Meves, 
of Camden, N J , negat~ve Mr  Meves completely 
routed hls opponent wlth a vast array of scientific 
arguments for thls v~ta l  prlnc~ple 

M r  Ozlm's blll, mtroduced In the Virg~nla Leg- 
~slature, whlch amed to make ~t lmposs~ble to secure 
lnformat~on or materlal for B ~ r t h  Control, has been 
withdrawn from the calendar at  hls request It 
was not d~scussed on the floor of the House It 
dld not come to a vote In the House, nor dld ~t 
reach the Senate T h ~ s  report has been received 
from the Vlrgma League of Women Voters 
Thanks are due to the Vlrg~nla members of the 
Amencan Blrth Control League, who waged an 
actlve campalgn to mduce n l r  Ozlln to w~thdraw 
h ~ s  b~l l  W e  connratulate them on the effect~veness 

F U N D A M E N T A L  
or the Beg~nnmg of Thmgs 

An intertstmg radical and sc~ent~fic 
pamphlet by t ha t  realistic wrrter, 
D r  P A Kane,  modern vlew on the 
subject, twenty-fi\e cents Origmally 
pubhshed in T H E  CRUCIBLE, an  
agnostic weekly, one dollar per  j e a r  

Send 10 cent, for ramp10 copws 

RAYMER'S OLD BOOK STORE 
1330 Fvst Avenue - - Seattle, Wash 

A WAY OUT 

MAY PIERCE GUEST 

1s the only short story publ~shed 
gmng the near tragedy of the 
break-up of a happy marnage, 
averted by a knowledge of Buth 
Control 

TWENTY CENTS A COPY 

ORDER TODAY 

BIRTH CONTROL REVEW 
104 Fifth Avenue New York C~ty 

INSTEAD OF SUPPOSITORIES 
INSTEAD OF DOUCHES 

PREKONSOL II a safe soluble past- soothmg remedy 
for leucorrhoea It d~ssolve* ~n.tantaneously 

PREKONSOL can be used when a noothmg or a~ttseptlc  
douche would ordmsrlly be used 

PRICE-$2 25. Postpaad 
THE PREKONSOL COMPANY 

52 Chamher. Street Boston, Mass - 
of then work I 1  I 
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NATIONAL 
ARE YOU DISCOURAGED? 

You want to see a better world 
You want to banlsh poverty 
You want happler women and chrldren 

BUT You pay more taxes 
You glve more and more In chanty 
And you see no improvement 

STRIKE AT THE ROOT OF THE EVIL 
JOIN THE 

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE 
A w  help the mooement to check the c m m g  of unwanted 
chtldren wtth i t8  tram of dl-health, muerg and poverty 

I enroll as a memher of the Amcrrcan B ~ r t h  Control 
Lenguc Enrullment $1 00 

Name 
Addre.* 
ha t~onal  Headquarterr 104 Flfth Avenue, New York Clty 
M \ W A ~ L T  SAY OF^, F a ~ ~ c r s  B A c x ~ a x n v \ ,  

I'restdcnt Treasurer 

BOOKS OF VITAL INTEREST 
ON ALL TOPICS 

Sex, Psycho-Analys~s, Psychology, 
D~et and Health 

The Most Authorttatnve Authors 
Havelock Ella, Roble, Long Kraft-Ebhmg, Forel, Klsch, 
Bloch, Malchow, Bd1, Freud, Jung, Adler, Tndon, Lind- 
lahr, Father Knaepp, Gaze, Drew 

Your Needs Almay. Fulfilled 
If obtamahle, we have ~t d unohtamable, we can get ~t 

DESCRIPTIVE LISTS SENT FREE 

MODERN BOOK ASSOCIATION 

I I LOS ANCELES, CALIFORNIA 
4150 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD I I 

marstin press 
80 Fourth Avenue 1 F- 

PRINTERS TO THE BIRTH CONTROL WVIPW 

I 

It IS encouragmg to note that students of socl- 
ology a t  many of the Unlrersltles, ranglng from 
Texas to Mame, from Washmgton to Miss~sslppl, 
are wrltlng to the American Blrth Control League 
They ask for a hlstory of the organlzatlon and the 
movement, and also for literature pertalnlng to all 
aspects of the subject These requests lndicate that 
the next generation will be Informed on the subject 
of Birth Control and wdl be able to appreciate the 
importance of the prmclple 

ENGLAND 
A R E P O R T  on the Relation of the Sexes was 
made at  the Conference on Chrlstlan Politics, Eco- 
nomlcs and Cit~zenshlp, known m England as 
Copec, a t  Blrmlngham, on Aprll 8th The report 
was the work of a speclal comm~ss~on of 22 mem- 
bers, headed by Professor W F Lofthouse I t s  
outstanding feature was its treatment of the prob- 
lem of Blrth Control, a subject whlch was warmly 
discussed after the presentation of the report Rev 
G A Studdert Kennedv, who recently made a vlslt 
to the United States, and whlle there took pams 
to get Into touch wlth the Amerlcan Blrth Control 
League, led the d~scussion H e  urged the churches 
to take the leadership In the movement, and to ralse 
it to a hlgher and more moral plane "The way 
these thmgs are advertised and sold," he asserted, 
"was the best posslble means of gettmg them Into 
the hands of the wrong people in the worst posslble 
way " 

A resolution was submitted by Mis E F Wlse, 
who also pomted out that mformation on concep- 
tion control was belng dlssemlnated In an undeslr- 
able form, a fact which was largely the fault of the 
churches who had shunned the questlon "The 
churches," she urged, "could not stand aslde, nor 
could they condemn wlthout an adequate knowledge 
of the facts He r  resolution, whlch was passed by 
the Conference, read "In vlew of the difficulty 
of the moral lssues lnvolved m the practlce of con- 
ceptlon control In marriage, and especially the use 
for thls end of contraceptives, the Conference urges 
the Churches here represented, elther severally or 
unitedly, to lnvestlgate thoroughly, and to consider, 
wlth the intent~on of offermg definlte gudance to 
perplexed consciences, these and other relevant 
questions regardmg marrlage and parenthood It 
would meanwhile lay emphas~s on the prlvdeges 
and obligations of Christian parenthood " 

M r  Charles E Pell, whose book "The Law of 
Blrths and Deaths" has aroused a good ded  of 
contro~ersy, and Mr  R B Kerr, ed~tor  of The 
New Generataon, held a debate on B ~ r t h  Control at  
the S t  Pancras Reform Club, March 23 Mr  Pell 
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contended that the birth-rate automaticallv falls 
as the death-rate is lowered, and that there IS there- 
fore no need for contraception M r  Kerr took the 
posltion that the falling birth-rate IS largely due to 
voluntary control, and that the teachmg of contra- 
ception is necessary to bring down the rate of m- 
crease of the less des~rable elements of the popula- 
tion The major~ty of the audience showed Itself 
to be on the side of Birth Control 

On May gth, a deputation headed by M r  H G 
Wells, and includmg D r  Elizabeth Sloan Chesser 
and D r  Frances Huxley, waited on R t  Hon John 
Wheatley, M ~ n ~ s t e r  of Health, to ask that Birth 
Control information be given a t  welfare centers 
and pre-natal clin~cs The deputation was cord~ally 
received but the request was refused 

"You will be glad to hear," writes an English 
correspondent, "that we are hoping that another 
clinlc w~ l l  be opened in the summer in North Ken- 
sington The premises have been found, and a 
separate committee has been formed It will be 
affiliated to the Walworth Welfare Center The 
interest in the Walworth Center has grown enor- 
mously In the past twelve months, and thmgs there 
are going smoothly " 

FRANCE 
THE followmg measures, most of them very 
recent, are provided by law for the aid of large 
famdies in France ( 1 ) Reduct~on of varlous taxes 
in proportion to the' size of the family, (2)  lower 
rents m the so-called "cheap houses" and priority 
in the assignment of dwelhngs in those houses, (3) 
specla1 facilities in acquiring rural property on a 
small scale, ( 4 )  reduct~on of the compulsory mdi- 
tary service by one yea; in the case of boys who are 
the oldest of five ch~ldren, (5) reduction in railroad 
fare, (6) scholarships in proportion to slze of 
famly,  (7)  financial a ~ d  from the Nat~onal Gov- 
ernment for each child under 14 years, beginning 
with the fourth, (8) assistance to women in con- 
finement, (9) so-called "birth" premiums, (10) 
payment of salaries to civil employees of the na- 
tional, departmental and munic~pal government 
and some members of the mllltary profess~on in pro- 
portion to the number of children m their families 

Medals are to be given to mothers of large fami- 
hes, having been prov~ded for by a recent enact- 
ment 

GERMANY 
THE Institute for Sexudwissenschaft m Berlin, 
whlch was established by D r  H~rchenfeld and 
which has hltherto been conducted by him, has been 
taken over by the Pruss~an Government Hence- 

PECK & STERBA 
6 West 24th Street New York Clty. N Y 

T e l e p h o n 4 r a m e r c y  3469 
R H E U M A T O G A  remedy that has proved .usceuful m the 

most severe ceees of rheumattsrn 8 Ounce Box $2 00 
D R  BRUNNENGRAEBER'S HAY OR ROSE FEVER 

TOXINE-Lght mjectsons two month* before rose or 
hay fever aeason Whole Treatment $5 00 

L E U C O R R H O G S U ~ ~ ~ I O ~  to supposrtorre-1s a safe 
effment and dependable ant~septtc 

Tube $2 00 Apphcator 50c Extra 
SPATON-Eady soluble effectwe drs~nfectm~ tablets 

$1 50 s Dozen 
R E C T A N O G A n  approved p ~ l e  cure $2 00 per Tube 

Infomat ton  eonj identd Ma11 order* flled 

SANI --- CONE 
VAGINAL ReE u PATENT SUPPOSITORIES 
S anttnry neeesmty for women C onvenmntly used 
A h a y s  ready for use 0 f proven merrt 
N on polsonous N o douchmg necessary 
I n  boxee of one dozen E very purchaser satisfied 

Pncs. $1 00, postpud 
STANDARD PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY 

Hubrouck Heyrhts New J-y, U S A 
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I I SEXOLOCY Complete descrlptwe lnternntional catn- 
log of Sex Books sent to adult reader- 

Specml catalog of Adtmced Ser B o d s  for mrmherc of I I 
Profeswons - 

Send 10 Cents postnge for Intern?trond catalog 

THE BOOK LEAGUE 4 7  West 42nd Street 
Estabhshed 1899 New York Cnty 

-- 

DO YOU WANT TO HELP 
Banlsh Mlsery and Suffenng from 

Hundreds of Thousands of 
Arnerlcan Homes? 

It You Do, Suhscnbe to the 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
And help In the fight for Liberated 
Motherhood and Chddren Welcomed 
and Happy Because Deslred 

SEND THIS COUPON IN TO DAY 1 

------------------- -------- 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW, 

104 Flfth Avenue. New York Caty 

I enclose $ 2  00 for one year a subscnpt~on 

Name 

Street 

City State 
(Sample roprer rent on r e q u ~ r l  ) 
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R A T I O N A L  L I V I N G  
DR B LIBER. Edttor 

A Magaaw dmotsd to health ~oatomatwn and szponng 
duhon6rt;y m all healmg profsrrwnr 

Current Iaaue-Good and Evd, by S D Schmalhausen-Mmd 
and Vislon, by Mary Duddendgc-The Heelers, novel-Mon- 
otony, Fatigue, Ratlonal Healing, Stammcnng, by E Tompklns 
-4h ld ren  and Parents-Pamful Menstruation-Vegetarlaoism 
-20 Illustrations-40 cents 
Rational Hedmg-The Age of Innocence, by 9 D Schmal- 
hausen-Phdosophy of the Hlke, by W H Hull-The Center 
of Eyesight, by Mary Duddcrldg-Labor and Health (Min- 
mg)--Ch~ld Car-Normal Sex Life-Vegetarlansm-Tbe 
Healers, novel-Health Book Renew-Editorials-Illustra- 
t l o n s 4  cents 
Debase on Chuopractlc-20 cents 
The Truth About the Abrallu Methods (Best Investigation)- 
What 1s Cancer, How to Present and Cure it?-20 cents 

All four numbers together One DoUar lnstead of $1 20- 
Regular subscript~ons, $2 00 

Seoond Enlarged Edhon of 
THE CHILD AND THE HOME 

By B Lber  
Most modern ideas on the brlnglng up of children, by a 

physician and teacher--Common Errors-Praetrcal Advlce- 
Instances from L l f c S e x  Health and Food ProblemkFor 
parents and all Interested m chddren-Praised and d~scussed 
by Anatole France, G Stanley H d ,  Upton Sindair, Bolton 
Hall, Heywood Broun, by many educators, teachers, intelll- 
gent parents, by the Ilberal, radical, consewattve, whrte and 
colored, mcd~cal and lay press in U S, Europe, Australla, 
Japan--520 pages 

Cloth, $2 50, paper, $1 50 Together with subserlption to 
Rattonal Lnmng, cloth, $4 00 Instead of f+4 60, paper, $3 00 In- 
stead of %9 60-Address 

RATIONAL LIVING 11 61 k m t l t o n  Place New York. N Y 

PULVOSAN 
VAGINAL DOUCHE POWDER 
AND GENERAL ANTISEPTIC 

The Vagilul Douche has been taught for ccnturlc* 
for tt. Importance to the ~ e n e r a l  health 18 so vital that 
no woman can afford not to practice it It I. a* essentral 
to bodily purtty as I. a nponge a tooth brush or a towel 
and m fact a thouund tunes more ao 

Baddy Purrty mean. bodrly Health PULVOSAN a* a 
vagnnal douche not only promotes cleanlmeem but at alle 
vmten pam reduces ~nflammation and then eonatant 
.ecretron and d t e n  aeta a, a general tnvrgorator and 
tontc to the antwe ayetam 

Female troubles arc nearly ell fought and cured by the 
vapnal douche A small quantaty of PULVOSAN added 
to a syrmge full of water and used dally wall correct 
Leucorrhea and other vaginal duturbances It dentroy* 
putnd odor. and produce. the dean nnztary aenaatlon 
dcaired by women of refinement 

PULVOSAN I. a thorough antmeptnc and prophylacttc 
agent and can be used wherever an antueptnc solutlon 
may be demred A small quantlty dusolvcd I. water 
make* an excellent wet dreunng for wound. a mouth 
wash or .ore throat sargle 

PRICE, ONE DOLLAR PER BOX 
At Drup Storer 

or rmll bs madsd portage prepold on recmpt of pncs 

TABLAX COMPANY 
Pharmaceut~eal Laboratones 

336 6 . t  166th Street New York, N Y 

forth it wdl be conducted as a State Institut~on 
The object of the Institute 1s to prov~de wholesome 
sex mstruction, to carry on research m regard to 
the science of sex There 1s a B r t h  Control De- 
partment through which Bwth Control ~nformat~on 
of a med~cal and scient~fic character can be freely 
obtamed The support by the State of such a de- 
partment marks a very defin~te onward step m the 
movement for Birth Control 

DENMARK 
MRS T H E T  J E N S E N  is lecturing throughout 
Denmark on many subjects that concern women 
I n  her lectures she includes B ~ r t h  Control as one of 
the fundamental problems of society, of the home 
and of the indiv~dual 

RUSSIA 
A L E T T E R  from Mr W T Conrow, dated 
from Kemerove, S~berra, tells of efforts to spread 
the knowledge of B ~ r t h  Control m that great 
country Mr  Conrow wrote of havmg obtained 
some coples of Mrs Sanger's pamphlet and con- 
tmued 

One copy I gave to a young Russian who is a 
graduate of Cornell and a t  present holding a very 
responsible position m Moscow He said it might be 
used for educational purposes here in Russia, because 
~t could be easily reproduced m Russian and ~t had 
the nr tue  of clearness and simphclty He  also told 
me that here there is no governmental opposltlon to 
such a thlng but that the medlcal profession offered 
much opposition There IS much need for enlighten- 
ment upon the subject-in this part  of the country 
a t  least-but the Communist party is workmg to 
enhghten the people even upon t h ~ s  subject and they 
will no doubt be able t o  do much good 

You may be Interested to know that we are attain- 
ing considerable success In our efforts to create a 
modern lndustnal llfe here There are no real hard- 
ships We are well fed and except for lnsudcient 
space we are well housed The mlnes are operating 
very successfully and mll probably do much better 
1s the near future The chemical plant is begnnlng 
to operate The people are workmg mth energy and 
spmt  and the future seems full of promise 

JAPAN 
BARONESS ISHIMOTO, who 1s one of the 
leadmng sp~rits in the Bwth Control movement m 
Japan, 1s makmg a vmt to the United States One 
of her objects 1s to get agaln mto touch w ~ t h  Mrs 
Sanger and to secure more ~nformation for her 
work In her own country 



OUR CORRESPONDENTS' COLUMN 

T WO correspondents, Mr D Mackenzle, E d ~ t o r  of 
The Equttzst, of Phoen~x, Arizona, and Mr W E 

Pence, of V~ctona, B C ,  write to protest aga~nst  an 
assert~on madc In the March REVIEW Both object to our 
cla~m that "wh~le other organ~zatlons are deal~ng with 
the tw~gs and branches of the evd (war) the Amencan 
B ~ r t h  Control League IS at tack~ng ~ t s  root," and both 
resent the statement that the pressure of populat~on 1s 
"at the bas~s  of all wars that can, In any true sense, be 
descr~bed as ~nevltable" Each puts forward the reforn~ 
m whlch he IS ch~efly ~nterested as the real cure for war 

Mr  D Mackenz~e asserts that the root cause of wars 
IS "a breach of the fundamental law of human assoc~at~on 
which IS the real Golden Rule, t o  m t  As much work as 
others e v e  unto you, gwe ye so unto them" T o  secure 
the observance of t h ~ s  law he recommends a umt of ex- 
change based on work, mstead of on results-the reform 
to wh~ch The Equztzst 1s devoted 

Mr Pelrce also bel~evcs that the condlt~ons that brmg 
about war are caused by the use of a "currency that wdl 
not perm~t the producer to consume all he has 
and adds that "not u n t ~ l  we habe removed that 'csuse' 
shall we be able to cons~der In any seriousness the ques- 
tlon of B ~ r t h  Control " 

T 0 both correspondents we make the same reply - 
There IS no economlc reform that could brmg peacc 

and prosperity t o  mankmd, so long as the ~mmed~ate 
response to such reform IS an lncrease In the number of 
human belngs, out of all proport~on to the resources 
ava~lable for thcm support No reform In the currency 
or In the med~um of exchange w~ll make women healthy 
and happy, I€ they have t o  bear chlld after ch~ld, m e -  
spectwe of them deslre or them strength All economrc 
reforms-however des~rable and necessary they may bc- 
wtll fad to brmg peace and prosper~t j  to mankmd, unless 
man beg~ns by reformmg h~mself, by settmg men and 
women free from slavery to thew oun rcproduct~ve ~nstmct 
and mak~ng them rulers over themselves and t h e ~ r  own 
fate, as well as rulers obcr the matcnal u o ~ l d  of CCO- 

nomlcs 

The Internabonal Bwth Control Conference 
T o  All Our Fr~ends and Readers 

The great event of 1925 w~ll  be the lnternat~onal 
Barth Control Conference at whach delegates from all the 
world w~l l  be present Already Japan, Indra and Chma 
are anterested Delegates are expected from England. 
Germany Austr~a and Holland South Amer~ca IS send- 
mg enqulrres and Mex~co IS anxtous to be represented 

The Conference wdl be held In New York C ~ t y  
The date and place of meetlng wdl soon be announced 

For lovers of good readrng who are 

also students of hfe, we recommend 

LITTLE ESSAYS OF LOVE 

AND VIRTUE 

BY 

HAVELOCK ELLIS 

Prrce, $1 60 (covering postage) 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 Fafth Avenue New York C ~ t y  

Help the Cause by sendmg for thrs 

FREE LITERATURE 
and pass it on to Physmans, Educators, 

Socral Workers and your fr~ends 

0 Can You Afford a Large Famrly? 
Addressed to the father the mother and 
to those about to be marr~ed 

17 The Greatest Need m Amenca 
Conta1nmg authent~c appeals from 
mothers provlng the most vrtal problem 
an Amerrcan L ~ f e  to-day IS that of reck- 
less chdd bear~ng 

17 One Hundred Years of Bwth Control 
An o u t h e  of ats h~story 

0 Books worth readlng on Bvth Control, 
Populat~on and Sex 

A catalogue 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 Fa* Avenue New York Caty 

Date 

Name 

Street 

Town State 



Barth Control R m e w  

THE PIVOT OF 
CIVILIZATION 

By MARGARET SANCER 

(Introduction by H C Web) 

On t h ~ s  plvot hrnges the whole future of 

manklnd Shall it be weighted down m t h  

Increasing numbers crowdmg each other 

~n too hm~ted space, scramblmg for the 

necessaries of hfe? Or shall manklnd 

assume control of rts own destmy and 

make the future glor~ous beyond the 

dreams of Utop~a? 

BIRTH CONTROL IS THE SOLUTION 

Pr~ce, (covermg postage) $2 10 

I Order from ~ 
BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

1 104 F& Avenue New York Gty 

Alwayr rrady for w e  
Douche no1 necrrrary 

A ranztary necernly for women. 

CARBOZINE TABLETS are a pleasant, agreeable .nd 
harmless anttsepue of exeellent ment. Lcumrrhea, pumd 
menus and all offenswe d~wharges become clean and 
odorless at once Innett one half tablet a day o mure 
muuq mcnnrurtloa 

Wnte us regardlog your health problems. 
All lectern cnnfidcntlal Informahon free 

AGENTS W A N T E D  

CARBOZIWE LABORATORY 
3121 S Broadway St Lovla Mo 

Press Clippings 
ELSIE CLEWS PARSONS ON BIRTH CONTROL 

D ISCUSSION of contraception has been act~ve m the 
last decade or so, but eunously enough its sigm- 

ficance as~de from eontnbutmg to drectly saner ways of 
hfe has been httle realued B d h  control makes poss~ble 
such clear-cut dmt~nct~ons between matmg and parent- 
hood that l t  nught be expected to produce ramcal changes 
in theones of sex a t t~tude or relat~onsh~p, forcmg the 
mscard of many an argument for personal suppression 
for the good of chddren or the honor of the family, ana 
forcmg redefin~t~on of concepts of honor and smcenty 
between the sexes In  ~ u c h  redefimtion reciproc~ty in pas- 
aon, emot~onal ~ntegnty,  and mutual enhancement of hfe 
might share In the approval once confined t o  constancy, 
fidehty, and duty, v~rtues that are obv~ously suggested 
by the hit or miss system of matmg and, reproducmg our 
soc~al organ~zatlon has favored W ~ t h  lzttle or no self- 
knowledge or knowledge of men, a gwl often marnes in 
order to find out how much she cares or whether or not she 
quahfies, and then when her expenence has but begun 
she finds herself an expectant mother, and matermty be- 
a n s  to supersede other mterests She may become a 
parent without the assurance of belug well-mated, d not, 
more tragrcally, mth  the certainty of bemg m~smated 
Advocates of the monogamous famdj would do well to 
consider how essent~al t o  an endunng union, a t  least in 
our soc~ety, expenence in love may be, together wrth 
restra~nt from ch~ld-beanng before experience 1s ach~eved 

That nelther such eonsiderat~ons nor other changes m 
the theory of sex morahty have yet come to the fore in 
current dlseuss~on 1s perhaps because the technique of 
contraceptron is stzll m the expenmental stage, perhaps 
because in popular eonsc~ousness the moral~ty of contra- 
cept~on In itself 1s not fully establ~shed How is it gomg 
to be estabhshed? I doubt if through rat~onahsm or 
ra t~onahst~c propaganda Soc~al changes, we bean t o  
know, are rarely due to dehberat~on, in any soc~ety In 
our soc~ety they are due mamly to economlc causes 
Houamg congest~on In New York will in time affect birth- 
control legrslation In Albanj, and fear of an over- 
populated world wrll d n t e  church as well as state mto a 
new at t~tude toward mult~plymg to the glory of God 

EDITORIAL 

T HE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, because ~t is 
a huge nat~onal orgamzat~on engaged m practical 

pohtlcs, 1s wary about the issues it selects for attention 
and support It can work for better babies, but ~t cannot 
work for fewer hab~es or even for more msely spaced and 
mstnbuted babies It can stand for law enforcement and, 
In a farily general way, for peace I t  can be enormously 
useful in certam progressne fields But no one nwd hope 
that st wdI be able t o  support a revolut~onary femin~st 
program or fight for a measure that m~glit grve offense to 
any large number of respectable middle-class women All 
of whlch expla~ns why the recent convention of the League 
a t  Buffalo refused t o  include birth control among the 
planks of its 1924 platform -The Natson, New Yorl., 
May 14, 1924 



D o  you know that you can make an excellent 
Polish Mop out of an ordinary mop and a llttle 
3-in-One7 It's easy to do and costs very little 

Just cut off the strands of any mop about 
elght inches from handle and moisten slightly with 

Allow a short trme for the od to permeate the 
strands thoroughly before usrng 

Wlth thls home made economxal Polrsh Mop, ~t s 
so easy to clean hard to reach corners, under beds, 
behmd radrators Out comes the dust and Ilnt, clmg 
Ing to the mop as l f  to a magnet 

Shake off the drrt out doors and )our Mop 1s ready 
to go  after another load Floors and oilcloth always 
shmc after a vlsrt of your 3 ln One Polrsh Mop 
Cleans and pollshcs s~multaneously 

3 In One Dustless Durt Cloths arc just as easy to 
make a s  Polrsh Mops and they prck up dust just as 
well Use any soft cloth, permeated wnth 3 In One 

T h ~ s  great od compound has 79 uses In the home 
alone-lubr~catmg all ltght r n e c h a n ~ s m s - c l c a n ~ n ~  
and pollsh~ng woodwork and mctal-preventnng rust 
and tarnrrh All these uses and many others arc 
cxplamcd In a D~ctronary of bscs wh~ch  rs wrapped 
around elcry bottle and sent with every sample 

FREE-Generous s - tm~lc  and De Luxe edrtmn 



WILL YOU BROADCAST 
BIRTH CONTROL 

Thrs I S  an opportunaty for every advocate of Brrth Control, B A R R I N G  NONE- to  co- 
operate effectrvely 

Your  personal e f for t  rs the power that sends thrs humane message of help to a watttng and 
wanttng world 

IF YOU A R E  interested, wrll you prove rt to-day? 

W d l  you place on the coupon below at least one of  the numbers and farthfully fulfill rts 
agreement 

What You C a n  Do 
1 Pledge a yearly contr~but~on toward the mamtenance of our Headquarters $ 

2 Pledge a yearly contr~butron toward our free d ~ s t r ~ b u t ~ o n  of educational l~terature $ 

3 Send a contr~but~on toward our Leg~slatwe campalgn $ 

4 Cwe a copy of Woman and the New Race and The Plvot of Clv~l~zat~on. 
by Margaret Sanger, to your local L~brary (Regular prlce $2 00 per volume ) $3 50 

5 Enter your own subscr~pt~on lmmed~ately to the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 2 00 

6 Enter a subscr~pt~on to the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW for your doctor, mln- 
~ster,  or local l~brary 200 

7 Become a member of the Amencan Buth Control League 1 00 

8 Enroll your ne~ghbor as a member of the League so she w~ll  also know about our 
work thru the News Letters sent to members 1 00 

9 Come personally to Headquarters and volunteer your spare t m e  In asslstlng 
wrth the volum~nous and ~mportant work to be done 

10 Send for coples of our free l~terature and pass them on 

H e l p  U s  T o o d a y !  

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE. Ine , 
Margaret Sanger, Preordent. 

104 Fifth Avenue, New York Csty 

I cam help moat effectwcly by plan numbers 

Name Street 

T o m  State 


