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The World 

S UCCESS has crowned the long effort to find 
a sponsor for the New Pork  Blrth Control 

bill On Aprll 5th, Assemblvman Boyle, Repubh- 
can, of Suffolk, Introduced the blll In the Assembly 
a t  Albany Success came too late to be of much 
avad thrs year The Legislature has adjourned 
and nothlng more can be effected a t  Albany untll 
1925 Nevertheless the courzge of Assemblyman 
Boyle and hrs wrlhngness to sponsor the blll are 
of very great value to the movement The task of 
approaching the Senators and Assemblymen m the 
next sesslon mll be much e w e r  for thls actron 
Every Legislator will know that the blll IS not a 
new proposlt~on, but that lt has been before the 
Legislature for two sesslons The lntroductlon of 
the bill also serves as a strmulus to the hopes and 
the courage of all who are worklng for Blrth Con- 
trol It wlll help them to feel that then goal IS In 
slght, and that ~t can be reached by concentrated 
effort W e  may reasonably hope that the bill lntro- 
duced at  the last moment In 1924, may become law 
m 1925 

T HE letters that come to hlrs Sanger from 
mothers all oler the Unrted States are show- 

mg a grcat advance m comprehension of Blrth Con- 
trol Formerly many letters were recelved whrch 
showed that the wrlters drd not understand the 
difference between the prevent~on of conception 
and the destruction of l ~ f e  after pregnancy had 
commenced Now not two per cent of the letters 
confuse Blrth Control wlth abort~on-the women 
have learned clearly to dlstlngulsh between the two 
Very many of the women who wr~ te  state that they 
have read "Woman and the New Race " Over 
200,000 copes of the book have been sold and ~ t s  
influence IS manlfest In the phraseolo,~ of the 
women and m the attltude they are learnlng to take 
towards the problems of sex and rcproduct~on The 
book supplles them with a vocabulary, and enables 
them to put Into wr~tlng Ideas whlch they probably 

We Live In 
dlrnly felt before they read ~ t ,  but whlch have be- 
come real and viv~d to them through the readlng of 
thls text book of Blrth Control 

A D I F F I C U L T Y  that the Amerlcan Blrth 
Control League has encountered In carrymg 

out ~ t s  pohcy has been the llnwllhngness of the 
med~cal professlon to take 1t.s full responslblllty for 
t h ~ s  branch of them work Blrth Control IS not yet 
taught m the medlcal schools There are conse- 
quently many doctors who lack the knowledge of 
modem methods, whlch 1s necessary if they are to 
advlse women wlsely m regard to contraception 
Thls dlficulty IS, however, only temporary With 
the estabhshment of B ~ r t h  Control clm~cs, rellable 
data will soon be obtainable whlch will form a gulde 
as to methods Such data IS betng accumulated by 
D r  Dorothy Bocker In her New York cllnlcal re- 
search work, and she stands ready a t  any tlme to 
consult wlth doctors who have not had the oppor- 
tun~ty  for slmllar experience A drlve on the 
med~cal professlon 1s also belng undertaken by 
means of the letters of appeal whlch come to our 
Headquarters I n  every case the wrlters of the 
letters are asked to send the names of doctors to 
whom they have apphed, and to tell just how such 
appl~catlons have been received-whether the doc- 
tors have been wllllng to help, whether they have 
professed Ignorance, or whether they have abso- 
Iuteiy refused Letters are then sent to these doc- 
tors, m th  the offer of cllnlcal data Such a cam- 
palgn, ~t IS felt, wlll arouse the doctors to a sense 
of them respons~bll~ty and secure for the woman 
requesting advlce the speclfic lnstruct~on sultable 
to her physlcal and economlc cond~tlons 

all the leglslatlon sponsored by the Amerlcan 
Blrth Control League, whether State or Fed- IN 

eral, the effort IS made to adhere to the prlnc~ples 
upon whlch the League IS based Blrth Control 1s 
a sc~ent~fic, indlv~dual matter Information to be 
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effect11 e, cannot be set forth In books or pamphlets, completely ~nnocent of any attempt to vlolate the 
as though ~t xere geography or niathemat~cs It law A pet~tlon 1s be~ng  prepared by frlends and 
must be s~~entlfically adapted to each lndivldual compatriots of the unfortunate man, asklng Presi- 
requulng ~ t ,  and the only profess~on wh~ch 1s dent Coolidge to extend clelnency Le t  us hope 
equlpped to make such adtptatlon 1s the lnedlcal that this Petltlon wlll be Instrumental In restoring 
Therefore tlie Amellcan Blrth Control League, 111 freedom to IJmberto N1erl In view the evidence 
preparing 2 blll for the amendment of the Federal presented at the trial a sentence of 'Ix lnonths 

law, asks for leg~slation on these hnes It does not seems unduly harsh to a man who 1s not a propa- 
gand~st, but has been t r y ~ n g  to earn an honest hvmg behele that p~lnted ~nfoim?tion, whlch could not for family The Tresca and Nlerl cases bring 

be relled upon be when Wried by One home to us once agaln the importance of removlng 
doctor, be an) Inore lf five doctors from State and federal statutes archa~c laws wh~ch 
gale lt endorsement-especlally If this en- often serve as weapons for fanat~cal persecutlon dorsement merelv certified t h ~ t  nothlna was recom- 
mended that was injurious to l ~ f e  or-liealth The 
bill put forward by thc L e ~ g u e  asks the full r ~ g h t  
for elerv phys~c~an to add prelent~ve gynecology 
to h ~ s  other equ~pment I t  asks that he may have 
every facll~ty In reglrd to obtalnlng cllnlcal data, 
sc~entlfic Ilteiature, medlclnes and appl~ances fol 
carrylng out h ~ s  prescl~ptlons The League belleves 
that tlie status of Birth Control will thus be Ilfted 
to an honorable and sclentlfic level-a result more 
s u r e l ~  obta~ned than by mere verbal changes In the 
laws whlch now wrongh class the prelentlon of 
concept~on wlth obscen~t~ 

T HE Amer~can Blrth Control League 1s In ac- 
t ~ v e  correspondence wlth the B ~ r t h  Control 

orgamzations of Europe and Asla wlth regard to 
the Internat~onal Blrth Control Conference whlch 
1s to be held in the Unlted States In 1925 The 
In1 ltat~on to hold t h ~ s  conference-the S ~ x t h  Inter- 
nat~onal Blrth Control Conference-m Amerlca 
was extended by the A B C League In July, 
1922, when the Amer~can delegates were In attend- 
ance a t  the F ~ f t h  Internat~onal Conference It has 
been dec~ded to hold the Conference In New York, 
e~ther In the sprlnn or the fall of next vear-the - ~ - - -  

B C E R P T S  froln Dr Gmntls letter which we date Is bang h i d  open to sult the convenience of an E publsh on this page call attention to the ease eminent Eumpean representative who 1s expected 
of Umberto Nlerl, the Innocent 11ctim of the latest to be one of the chef speakers As soon as any 
Birth Conti01 persecut~on JZr Nler~ was adver- f u~ the r  dec~slons are arrlved a t  the readers of the 
tlsing manager of Carlo Tresca's papel, and was R E ~ I E W  wlll be lnformed of them 

An Echo of the  Carlo Tresca Case 
(Extracts from a letter from RE\ PERCY STICKAEY GRAAT ) 

\ERS fine Italian ca~ne  t~ me today 51th the A following stor, 

Umbelto N ie l~ ,  an Itallan, about fortj-fi\e pears old, 
1s In Wcstchester Countj J a l l  a t  Ialhalla, h e n  York, on 
account of ha,ing sold a book on Birth Control 

Some jears  ago I r ie r~  uas  In a fire, and In trying t o  
sa le  somcbodj's life got entrapped In the conflagration 
and had to leap from a wlndoa The  result ua s  tha t  he 
damaged one of h ~ s  legc t o  such an  extent tha t  ~t IS 

useless I t  lias not been amputated, but IS no good Not 
oelng ablc Lo do a v l k  tha t  l tqullrs  running around on 
two legs, he started a llttle l ~ b r a r y  tha t  landed hlm In 
 all 

HIS frlcnd who called upon me thought tha t  the 
s e ~ e r ~ t y  of the sentence (SIX months) was pa r t~a l l y  due 
to the fact tha t  h i e r ~  a a s  the secretarj of Carlo Tresca, 

uho for t uen t j  j c a l s  around here has had the reputation 
for radicalism I t  appears, however, tha t  Nicn was 
nierely Tresca's secretary for  the bread and butter slde 
of the thing, and not on account of any complete sym- 
pathy with Tresca's theories One unfortunate side of 
the situation 1s tha t  nfrs Nierl has been In a hospltal 
and only recently came out Withont the financ~al assist- 
ance and care of her husband, thlngs are l~kely to go  very 
badly ui th her The  Nleris have a httle home whlcll 
they uere buying on a mortgage, and t h ~ s  lmprlsonment 
of h a  ail1 makc 11 1111posalb1~ ful  111111 Lo pay tllc lnteres~,  
so tha t  the j  may lose the house T o  lose his l~be r ty  and 
t o  nsk  losing h ~ s  w ~ f e  and his home seems an  intolerable 
lnjustlce for a man t o  suffer for selhng n book on Blrth 
Control, whicI1 he thought was all rlght, a s  it was wr~t ten  
by an  Itallan physlclan 
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Birth Control as Viewed by a Sociologist* 
By REV ALBERT P VAN DUSEW 

Assonate Professor of Sonology at Syracuse Unzverszty 

Y OU have heard or will hear to-day what the unfit human stock, second, an economic reorganiza- 
biologist and the economist think of the tion of a thoroughgoing kind that w i l l  equalize op- 

Birth Control movement My task is to show you, portunity and realize our conceptions of justice, 
with brevity and clearness, the impression which thirdly, an educational movement that will lift the 
this movement makes upon the sociologist What whole population to higher levels of intelligence 
I say represents largely the attitude of the leading and efficiency, and, fourthly, an ethico-sp~ntual re- 
teachers of sociology through the country, some- vival with a sound religious basis 
what modified by individual viewpoints 

What, In general, you may ask, is the sociological Eugen~cs and Buth Control 
approach to this question2 The answer 1s simple To  begin with eugemcs W e  need a eugenic 
The sociologist is a student of human life as a whole program and by that I mean a program that seeks 
and Is interested In and problem the to improve the quahty of our population, to make 

that interferes with human and In a stronger, brainier, and better race of men and 
that be able to women This wlll require an effort to increase the 

men In a fuller and better to physical number of the superior and diminish that of the in- 
and social environment No one with an lntelli- ferior and the weakling Increasing the number 
gence quotlent of 65 can fail to realize that there 1s the supenor types of people is exceedingly dif- 
mlSerY In every land, not only in far-off Asla and ficult and need not concern us greatly just now 

but in our Own United States need But it is quite Important that we cut down on the 
not be as alarmed as those who foresee the end of now large numbers of the unfit-the physical, men- 
our civilization and a world-wide social catastrophe tal, moral subnormals 
imminent, but we surely must know that our social 
relations, both withln the nation and between the There is no question in many minds that we have 

nations, are filled with dfficulties and questions that a large and increasing number of people 
challenge the wisdom and consecration of our intel- -weak in every part of their n a t u r e w h o  give us 

ligent and public-spinted citizenry The scientific Our paupersy most of Our criminals~ defec- 

students of our social life who call themselves so- tives and diseased* who the human 
ciologists are in general practical-minded men and grist for our philanthropic societies and institu- 
endeavor to formulate and suggest pro- t'Ons, Our jails and pemtentlarles, Our institutions 

grams of collectire action that will help the world for the feeblemnded and insane Estimates of 
out of its difficulties Therefore they scrutinize 'lose students of the socially dependent 

with care such a program as that of the Birth Con- place the number of the constitutionall~ and men- 
trol movement to see whether it gives promise of tally inferior at figures varying from one-ha1f of 
accelerating or retarding the course of social pro- one per cent to five per cent of the population 

gress My own Impression is that there are froin five to 
ten million people in the United States who are 

Four Major Planks below the normal in body and mind, disqualified 

Without intending to offer a complete or de- by natural endowment to take a place of average 

tailed program of social readjustment or reorgan- usefulness in the body politic 

ization of our unbalanced and dissatisfying world D r  Goddard wrote some time ago "We dem- 
order of to-day, I sould like to venture to present onstrated that feeble-mindedness IS sufficiently pre- 
without detailed statement fo-ur major planks in valent to arouse the interest and attract the atten- 
my own platform of progress It seems as if the tion of all thoughtful people who are Interested in 
following four tasks-I may call them the four e's, social welfare, that it is mostly hereditary, that it 
using alllteratlon's aid to memory-of the coming underlies all our social problems, that, because of 
evolution, are directly before us, all equally and these facts, it is worthy the attention of our most 
imperatively necessary first, a eugenic program thoughtful statesmen and soc~al leaders, that much 
that will eliminate as rapidly as possible the plainly of the tame, and money and energy now devoted to - other things may be more wisely spent in intesti- 

'Tb~s  pager was presented a t  the Birth Control Conference a t  gating the problem of feeble-mindedness Sjracuse, N Y ,  February 29, 1924 
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Publ~c Respons~bll~ty 

One of my own colleagues writes rather trench- 
antly of the public responsibihty for the present 
situation, thus 

" In fac t  our attltude toward a program whlch 
would benefit soclety by preventing the propagatron 
of the mental and phys~cal  misfits seems to  be a t  
present drametrlcally opposed to all loglc and reason 
F o r  example, r l thln the past 150 years we have de- 
l~berately allowed, encouraged, and actually assisted 
the notorlous JuLe famlly t o  survlve and propagate 
to the number of 1258, a t  a cost t o  the taxpayers of 
the State of New York of over t a o  and one-half mll- 
hon dollars W e  have not only supported, but  act- 
ually arded thls degenerate brood of prost~tutes, crlm- 
lnals and lnsane paupers t o  outbreed the most deslr- 
able stochs 

"Pet e,en In vlew of these inexcusable condltlons 
we st111 belleve tha t  l t  1s our re11p;lous duty t o  allow 
nature to take ~ t s  course W e  therefore actually 
subsld~ze the propagation of the Jukes and thousands 
of others of them klnd through the prom~scuous dls- 
pensaton of charltable rellef, thereby allowrng these 
classes of degenerates t o  polson soclety wlth t h a r  
prolrfic scum 

"Thls sltuatlon prevalls cluefly because of a senti- 
mental refusal to Interfere wlth the course of nature 
and apply to manklnd our knowledge of the same 
brologcal laws whlch have allowed us to produce 
grafted frurts, prlze bull dogs, and a superlor quallty 
of roast pork However, lt 1s lnterestlng to note 
tha t  there 1s no hesitation to  Interfere wlth the course 
of nature when we deslre t o  eLmlnate or  prevent a 
superfluity of rodents, ~nsects, o r  other pests, but 
when l t  comes to the ellmlnatlon of the immeasurably 
more dangerous human pest we blrndly adhere to the 
lnconslstent dogma tha t  man has a perfect rlght t o  
control all nature wlth the exception of hmself " 

Breeding Defechves 

Our esteemed neighbor, D r  Cobb, of the Syra- 
cuse State School, asserts that there are in round 
numbers 6,000 mental defectives in institut~ons m 
New York State and 40,000 more in need of insti- 
tut~onal care but runnlng loose in the population 
with freedom to make trouble and to multiply 

Darwin said "Except in case of man h~mself 
hardly any one is so Ignorant as to allow hls worst 
arlinlals to breed " 

To "dry up," as Datenport puts it, "the streams 
that feed the torrent of defective and degenerate 
protoplasm, I believe we must employ, a t  the very 
least, the following agenlcs control of immlgra- 
tion by individual and genealogical examinations 
of the intending emigrant before he starts for 

Btrth Control Rewezo 

America, uniform nat~on-w~de marrlage laws for- 
bidding the marriage of the eugenically unfit, so- 
c ~ a l  and sexual segregation of the defective, ex- 
treme measures of asexual~zation or stenlizatlon 
when needed, the extension of contraceptive knowl- 
edge to the Inferlor yet soc~ally useful classes as a 
means of d~minlsh~ng their numbers and at the 
Eame time giving t he~ r  offspring better buth, the 
diffusion of eugetuc sent~ment " 

The Amerlcan Birth Control League stands for 
thls kind of soclal control of reproduct~on, whch 
aims gradually to extirpate the unfit types Mem- 
bers of the League believe that every measure that 
1s reasonable and scientific should be used to cut 
down on the numbers of those less desirable or 
totally undesirable elements of the populat~on 
And In advocating the spread of contraceptive in- 
formation, through med~cal channels, to the lower 
classes now deprired of such knowledge, it offers 
a temporary and speedy remedy to a number of 
evils such as dysgenic increase of h~gh-grade mor- 
ons, enfeebled cond~tions, child mortal~ty and mor- 
bid~ty among the worthy poor, caused by too fre- 
quent births 

The second plank in a platform of progresslre 
evolution IS that of economic readjustment such as 
wlll equallze opportun~ty and prov~de just~ce for 
all I belleve that we need modification of our 
capitahst~c system in ways that will democrat~ze 
opportunity, that we must stimulate production by 
increasing the energy and conscience of workers 
and the foresight and human~ty of managers, and 
that the tech~uque of industry from one end of the 
industrial process to the other needs expert and 
immed~ate attent~on Further, our own industrial 
reorganization and advance can proceed only, pan 
passu, with economlc rehabihtatlon of all Europe 

Surely the verlest tyro In the economic field can 
see that the problem of world industr~al reorgan- 
lzat~on 1s stupendous W e  cannot expect to solve 
it qu~ckly For ~ t s  solut~on widespread mtelligence 
IS essential, and the cooperation of masses, classes, 
mdustrial groups and nations I n  the meantime, 
owlng largely to slowness of economic progress, the 
populat~on tends to outstrlp the supply of vital 
necess~tles, and so to aggravate our difficulties 

Many socialists, beginning with Mary, have be- 
heved that there 1s no trouble in the world that 
does not have ~ t s  roots in economic condlt~ons and 
that a harmon~ously organized economlc life for the 
world will relieve d~stress and sorrow of etery kind 
I t  is of interest, anent t h ~ s  soaalist theorv of eco- 
nomic determinism, that the soviet or socialist de- 
mocracy of Russ~a has recently undertaken a Buth 
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Control movement Also that England, dominated ~ c s  have only been suggested In repressive laws 
by radlcal and qulte Intelligent labor, has long fav- Wlde diffusion of mformatlon upon such matters 
ored the movement Indlvldual sociologists, quite would doubtless carry us from merely negatlve 
a few, m our own country, advocate B ~ r t h  Control measures to constructive effort for the Improve- 

ment of the stock" W e  notlce at  once In Wool- 
Quotlng Harold Cox ston's revlslon of Malthus, whlch 1s supposed to 

take the sting out of the old pesslmlst, that the 
Dr reviewing Dr Cox's recent professor admlts that population may outrun sub- 

On P ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  problems, summarizes the attl- sistence, that emigration affords only a tempor- 
tude this *dtnburgh Revzew e ~ t o r  re ary relief, and that eugenlcs and Blrth Control 
the relative Importance of birth and purely have already begun to assist m solvlng the popu- 
economic programs thus "He sees prospect of latlon problem I f  thls destroys Malthus, may he 
peace untll some lnternatlonal understanding re- cont,nue to be destroyed 
gardlng the growth of numbers has been reached 

and, slmrlarly, the hlgh-sound~ng programs Carr-Saunders and East 
of soclal reform put forth by liberals, socialists, 
communists and what not are doomed to permanent There are two recent books of exceeding mter- 
defeat unless blrth control becomes a recognized est the advocates of Birth which treat 
and universally applicable prlnclple ~~d the economlc and related blologlc aspects of the 

this view 1s galnlng headway among thlnkers the sOclal problem I refer Carr-Saunders "The 
world over Professor E A Ross sald a whlle ago and Edward M 
at the chlcago ~~~~h control conference that East's "h/lankmd at the Crossroads " Carr-Saund- 
whereas he once feared "race suiclde" In h e r l c a ,  ers' book 1s the most thorough-golg and orlglnal 
he now fears over-population, and refers to the treatment of the problems of populatlon, in their 
survival of Malthus' teachlng thus "Mr ~ l b ~ ~ ~  quantltatlve and qualltatlve aspects, that has ap- 
Tourgee wrote In the North A m n c a n  Revlew peared In many decades It constitutes a mlne of 
about thlrty years ago an artlcle on 'The Pass~ng 'nformatlon and masterpiece b o n g  
of ~ ~ l t h ~ ~  ' brow Tourgee has passed while &fal- his many mterestlng conclusions are these (1) that 
thus 1s there blgger than ever " fecundaty advances wlth the Increase In the regu- 

larlty and volume of food, protection from the ele- 
A SOCI~IIS~ Op~n~on ments, and freedom from the extremes of prlva- 

tlon and exertion, (2)  that "populat~on tends un- 
Recently one of my colleagues who has a strong der every stage of cultural advance to reach an 

soclallst~c bent, sald to me that he had no use for optamum number Thls optlmum number 1s the 
Birth Control, and then, a moment later, referred one that affords the largest per caplta return to 
me to an artlcle by Professor Woolston whch he human effort In vlew of the llrmtation of area and 
said effectively disposed of Malthus On readmg techmque " The first of these conclusions accords 
thls artlcle, I find that Woolston does not dzspose well wlth the facts of recent world growth, for 
of Malthus, but really restates hls central teachlng capitalism with ~ts comparatively marvellous pow- 
and applles it to present condltlons Malthus ers of wealth production has so stlrnulated repro- 
'taught that populatlon tends to greatly outrun ductlon of the human specles that the populatlon 
food supply, unless hlndered by posltive and pre- of the world has grown 100% m the last century 
ventlve checks Woolston subjects Malthus to and blds f a n  to double ~ t s  present slze in another 
searching crltlcism and then emerges wlth thls re- sixty years, thus outstrlpplng the best capaclty of 
vislon of Malthusian doctrine, nhlch he evidently modern rnachlnery to supply the blolog~c and eco- 
belleves to  be In accord wlth the facts of modern nomlc needs of soclety On the other hand the 
lrfe "1 Population IS dependent on the means of second general conclusion 1s well Illustrated In the 
subsistence and may outrun tt 2 Tcmpor- efforts of ad~anced thmkers, such as the advocates 
ary and local rellef may be f ~ u n d  by rmgrat~on to of Blrth Control, to mamtam an opt~mum popula- 
more favorable envrronments 3 Conditions t ~ o n  for the world whereby means of subsistence 
of production and dlstrlbutlon may be improved and comfort shall be available for the entlre race 
4! Standards of livlng may be slmpllfied and ra- Professor East's maln conclusions, from h s  
tlonahzed 5 The number and qualzty of the quantltatlve and blologlcal study of the population 
group may be regulated " His full state- problem are as follows (1)  the maxlmum popu- 
ment of the fifth polnt 1s this "Results of Blrth latlon of the globe, about 5,200,000,000, d l  be 
Control are beglnnlng to appear In a restrictive reached In two generations, (2) zn forty years the 
and selective fertlllty The posslbhtles of eugen- populatzon of the Untted States wtll be so great 



that zf zee mmntazn p~eserrt standards of consump- 
tzon .cce uzll have to use ezery avazlable acre and tn 
addztzon zucrease our agt~citltural eflicrency by fifty 
percent Permlt me h e ~ e  to quote a sentence or 
tno  from an able re1 lew of thls book, ~nasmuch as 
the revlener has expressed my own lmpresslon of 
these conclus~ons and slgmficance bettel than I can 
do ~t H e  says "As populat~on pressure Increases 
a correspondlng dechne In blrth rates IS qu~ t e  prob 
able though not cel taln l<nomledge IS a\ allable, 
but ~ 1 1 1  ~t be \\~del\r disseminated and will ~t be utll- 
1zed7" l'rofessor East 15 flnnhly doubtful, on ac- 
count of the low general lntell~gence as revealed by 
recent In\est~gat~ons In mental measurements 
JJ71lether t h ~ s  pro\ es correct or not there seems one 
thing certnln, namelj , that "ln the absence of a w ~ d e  
adopt~on of cont~acept~re methods those recent 
dreams of a four-hou~ day and comforts for exen 
the meanest laborer nlll be transformed ~ n t o  a 
nlghtmare of more n orh and less comfort 
I t  nould be a most beneficlent mlracle ~f statesmen, 
publlclsts, econom~sts, and buslness men could be 
Induced to read and take account of hls facts The 
student of soc~al problems 1s constantly amazed at 
the chlldrsh optlmlsm of the vast proportion of so- 
c ~ a l  wol kers, prof ess~onal l~berals, and Rotar~an 
boosters In genelal as to the sources of human ~lls,  
the remed~es presented, and the glowlng outlook 
for the lndctermlnate future ,t 

Human Misfits 
W e  pass to the educat~onal phase of soc~al pro- 

gress and find that here too the program of Blrth 
Control ass~sts to some extent A fen of the many 
poss~ble suggest~ons are all that I can make Flrst, 
there are multitudes In our land who cannot get the 
educat~on they deserve and need, because of pov- 
erty brought on partly by the excessive slze of fam- 
lhes Then there are the mlshts Doctor Cobb says 
that he belleles that about every thrrd person of 
adult age whom one meets In the streets 1s a msfit 
Leavlng out of account the large number of feeble- 
minded, one can see that the m~sfit IS frequently an 
average person alth Improper or Inadequate tram- 
lng for the struggle f o ~  existence, and hls lack of 
preparat~on 1s due usually to economlc causes whlch 
In turn are traceable partly to excess of populat~on 
over the supply of necessltles Then there IS the 
lack of educat~onal opportun~ty for the average 
mother I n  a time n hen, as Kidd has showl~ 111 hls 
"Sc~ence of Power," the wlsdom and sp l r~ t  of 
woman IS needed In all of our soc~al I~fe ,  multltudes 
of women, bound donn by the drudgery of exces- 
slve and cont~nual ch~ld-bearlng and ch~ld-rearmg, 
can find no tlme or energy to read or thlnk, or to 
contr~bute through their knowledge and thought 
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to the solut~on of the many bewlldenngly difficult 
soclal problems of our day And these are but few 
examples out of many of the way In wh~ch our 
man~fold problems of popula~ ~ntell~gence and 
educat~on become entangled In the~r  roots w ~ t h  the 
fundwnental fact of the prol~fic nature of Illan 

Eth~cs and B~rth Control 

I must hasten to the fourth plank m my plat- 
form of progressn e evolut~on-ethics based on re- 
l ~ g ~ o n  I take m j  stand w~ th  those who belleve In 
Chr~s t~an  ethlcs as not only poss~ble but natural and 
essent~al 111 a well-organ~zed soclal order The clos- 
Ing words of Ellwood's masterp~ece, "The Recon- 
struct~on of Rel~glon," are to me most lmpresslve 
and appealing "The Chr~s t~an  church," says he, 
"undertakes no lmposslble task It summons men 
to devot~on to no ~mpract~cable  deal A Chr~s t~an  
world IS not only practlcable, In the long run ~t wlll 
be found that no other sort IS practlcable " 

I am not golng to undertake to show, as I thlnk 
~t could be done, that Blrth Control In ~ t s  every 
aspect 1s moral and Chrlst~an and can help us better 
to realize our Ideals of a happy, warless, brotherly 
world I merely want to tahe t ~ m e  for a defensme, 
not an offenswe, and to anslrer or suggest poss~ble 
answers to two quest~ons that consc~ent~ous rel~g- 
lous objectors-part~cularly our Roman Cathollc 
fr~ends-often ash 81th reference to thls movement 
we advocate Chrlstlan prelates and laymen ask 
I s  Blrth Control, part~cularly In ~ t s  contraceptlve 
aspect, cons~stent wlth Chrlstlan Ideals? Will ~t 
operate to advance or retard those Ideals? Many 
of the Roman h~erarchy cla~m that the d~ssemlna- 
t ~ o n  of contraceptive lnformatlon IS demoralizing, 
that ~t will encourage sensual~ty among the mar- 
rled, ~mmoral~ty among the unmarried and pos- 
s~bly general sexual prom~sculty Agaln some of 
them say that ~t IS wrong to destroy l ~ f e  by abortion 
-as ~f we advocated that-and just as wrong to 
destroy the 11fe-g~v~ng germ before concept~on 
And to thls urhole contraceptlve proposal 1s offered 
the counter-proposal that Chr~stlans shall l lm~t  
thew offspring by the hero~c vlrtue of conjugal 
contrnence 

Fallacies of Opponents 

I f  one had t~me, he could take up these objec- 
tlons s e r~a t~m and expose then fallacies I n  reply 
to the first that Neo-Rfalthus~an pract~ce 1s lm- 
moral, ~t seems necessary to Inform the objectors 
that the Amerlcan Blrth Control League does not 
advocate promiscuous d~ssem~nat~on of contracep- 
tlve knowledge, but only that ~t may be legally 
glven under the most careful med~cal superv~slon to 
marr~ed people who want ~t and need ~ t ,  that In all 
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probab~hty nearly all who would nzzsuse such 
knowledge are actually dozng so now One would 
like to answer also by putting some quest~ons This, 
for instance, which 1s more demoralizing, to give 
young people a chance to marry early, because they 
know how to prevent conception and need not have 
the burden of ch~ldren until ready for it, or to sup- 
ply the army of prostitutes to satisfy the imperlous 
sex instinct in men who cannot afford to marry 
and provide for children, and support the expen- 
slve luxury of mental d~sease of varlous types 
among women brought on by the repression of that 
sex instmct which 1s very nearly as imperlous in 
most women as in men' Or, agaln, which is more 
demorahzmg, to give suffering women a chance to 
enjoy a human life by l~mitmg their offspring or 
to render life intolerable for women-and I mean 
the average woman in every economic station-by 
a continuous and rapid succession of childbirths' 
Further, would it be better to use this new scient~fic 
method of Birth Control which destroys the life- 
g w n g  germ only, before it has become an embry- 
onic human, or to rely upon historic methods of 
curtailing the population, practiced more or less by 
both primitive savage and enlightened Christian 
through the ages, the methods of abortion, mfan- 
tlcide and the wholesale butchery of war? 

As a remedy for excessive offspnng the Catholic 
offers, as an alternat~ve to contraception, conjugal 
continence T h ~ s  remedy takes no account of many 
things and is unconsciously based on ascetic and 
theological prepossessions One can sincerely and 
decently ask the quest~on whether the sex impulse 
was given us merely for reproduction It is true 
that most people of mtell~gence and character could 
practice greater conjugal continence than they 
thinli they are capable of But to meet the present 
need of blrth restriction a degree of continence m 
marriage under the plan of the rellg~ous oblertors 
would be required that would be senously damag- 
ing to health and happiness And for the average 
people, the masses of ordmary folks for whom we 
most want our system of Birth Control to  be made 
poss~ble, the severe method of limitmg children by 
continence alone would be manifestly impossible 

Our Cathol~c prelates in some cases are begin- 
ning to see the difficulties in their position I would 
recommend to our elegantly -forceful neighbor, 
Councilman John J Walsh, that he read and pon- 
der the words of Father McNabb appearing In the 
last number of the Bzrth Control Revtew this eml- 
nent English Catholic concludes that the move- 
ment for family restrict~on is not a perverted sex- 
uality" and that "we Catholics are not fulfilling our 
duty by merely denouncing the sin " 

I n  his recent letter to the Protestant clergy, 

B~shop Curley denounces the program of contra- 
ception as "against the very law of nature" and 
this movement we sponsor as "endangering the 
very foundations of the republic " What does the 
bishop mean by the phrase "against the very law of 
nature'" Probably he means unnatural Very 
well I f  press reports are correct, about a year ago 
a number of Italian pr~ests, in a petition to the 
Pope, charactenzed cler~cal celibacy as unnatural 
The church then condemns one thing ~t thmks un- 
natural while it compels another which some of ~ t s  
own loyal servants deem unnatural And then we 
are endangering the republic That phrase has a 
familiar sound There is a long list of movements 
and institutions in our history that have been re- 
garded as quite dangerous by their enemies Among 
these dangers to the republic, dangers of the most 
threatening sort, according to their enemies, I re- 
call the following Immigration from Europe, the 
J a p  In California, ATegro Freedom, Populism, 
Know-Nothingism, Progressivism, Romanism, 
Protestantism, Prohibit~on Fanaticism, Femmisrn, 
Bryanism, Evolution, Fundamentalism, Rlodern- 
Ism, etc , world w~thout end, amen! The fact of the 
business is that these two phrases merely express 
an undefended opinion and account for the bishop's 
position on the matter but can carry no conv~ctlon 
to the thoughtful m ~ n d  And anyhow, as was 
stated at  the Council Hearlng on February 24, the 
foundations of the republic have been shattered al- 
ready by the Purltans and suffragists and as we are 
still a going concern, it may be that we can stand 
the assaults of the advocates of Birth Control 

What B~rth Control Offers 
My task here this morning is done Opponents 

will think it is badly done or overdone My aim 
has not been to exalt Blrth Control to the foremost 
place In a scheme of soclal redemption I have not 
been able for some time to believe in any social 
panacea, for I find that when men have one com- 
prehensive remedy for social ills they usually are 
forced to give their remedy such a wide meaning 
that it virtually includes many social factors and 
forces-unless they are the victims of an unfortun- 
ate k ~ n d  of "one-tra~k m n d  " I mlght have gone 
a step farther on the moral side of t h ~ s  quest~on had 
the time allowed, and shown how the Birth Control 
movement m~gh t  assist in a speedier and fuller real- 
ization of Christian ideals But the movement en- 
l~s t s  my sympathy and support because it will aid 
those eugenic, economic, educational, and ethical 
forces of to-day through which soaally-m~nded 
men everywhere are hoping to prevent the destruc- 
tion of Occidental civilization and to usher in a 
richer, happier, less warlike and more flaternal life 
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Ancient History of the Birth Control Movement* 
By ABNCR E WOODRUFF, C E 

PART 11-The B~rth-Rate llmlt thew famllles, brought back thls knowledge 
to England, and commun~cated ~t to h ~ s  fr~ends I be that the birth-rate In I n  1821, M111, m hrs "Elements of Polltlcal Econ- lnodeln c111117ed countr~es IS falhng, and there 

1s no doubt that one of the chmef causes of thls omy," mentioned "prudence," and concluded that 
"the practlcal problem, therefore, IS to find a means declmne IS the spread of knowledge of prexentmve of Illnltlng the births ,, 

checks to conceptlon, whmch subst~tute voluntary 
control for the ordlnary course of natural lnstlnct Englishmen at t h ~ s  t ~ m e  were taklng Malthus 

In famlly matters There IS a tery wlde-spread seriously I n  the state of knowledge at  that tlme, 

practlce of contraceptlr e methods among the well- they felt compelled to accept h ~ s  conclusions, and, 

to-do who hale been able to purchase the really belng practlcal sought to adjust themselves to the 

Iely sunple knowledge from thew phvslclans In-  facts Indeed when we consmder that Brl ta~n was 

deed a profound soc~?l change has been wrought undergoing a per~od of readjustment, succeeding 

In the past hundred years, due to t h ~ s  subst~tutlon the Napoleonlc Wars, and that the condltlon of the 

of the ratlonal for the lnstlnctlve Yet the hlstorg worklng classes was especially desperate, due to 

of the change IS qulte obscure the economlc condltlons, we need not be astonished 
that thls quest~on of populatlon should be first m Slnce the close of the Napoleonlc era, and the public mind 

especmally slnce the Franco-Prusslan war, France Statesmen, philosophers and 

has practically regenerated herself, and built a econom~sts anx~ously discussed the problem, but 

robust, sturdy people out of the wrecked popula- as usual the practlcal reformer marched Into actzon 

tlon remalnlng after a long perlod of actlve war- and began a defin~te and determined propaganda 

fare, by a due regard for the ratlonal propagat~on among all classes of the people for the use of pre- 

of the specles Germany, though glven to larger ventlve measures 

famllles than the French, has not been unmindful Franc~s Place 

of the benefits of a reasoned l~mmtat~on to the birth- 
rate He r  statlstlcs Illustrate the fact that a 
moderate blrth-rate, accompanled b j  a low death- 
rate, brlngs a greater number of ~ndlvlduals to 
adult llfe than a hlgh blrth rate accompanled by a 
h ~ g h  death rate, and that the quallty of the adult 
stock 1s thereby Improved The Dutch and Scan- 
dinavlan countrmes hax e benefited by thelr practices, 
as have also other European natlons England, of 
all Western Europe, seems to have accepted these 
plactlces more slowly than other countries, and to 
hate benefited less from them, though the storm of 
argument and contentlon raged there more fiercely 
than anywhere else 

As I hale polnted out, Itfalthus In 1798 sug- 
gested that "moral restralnt" should be practiced 
to keep the populatlon wlthln the 11m1ts of the food 
supply, though he gave no plan for educatmng the 
people's conscience to an acceptance and practlce 
of such "restralnt " James M111, m an artlcle en- 
tmtled "Colony," wrltten for the Encycloped~a 
Brltannlca In 1818, made the first sugqestlon to 
the Engllsh that artlfic~al restr~ct~on should be prac- 
tlsed, and ~t IS s a d  that Robert Owen, when on a 
vls~t to France In the same year, was struck by the 
superlor cond~t~on of the French worklng people 
and, on learmng the methods practmsed by them to 
-- 

' T h ~ s  IS the conclud~ng part of Mr Woodruffs hlstory The first 
part appeared ~n the Aprll REVIEW 

Franc~s Place was the most outspoken of these 
advocates of contraception, and In 1822 In an 
artlcle on the evlls of excesslve populat~on ("Illus- 
trat~ons and Proofs of the Prlnclples of Popula- 
t~on"),  declared that lt was not disreputable for 
marr~ed persons to prevent conceptlon H e  con- 
tended that such a course would provlde an ade- 
quate check agalnst excesslve Increase, polnted out 
~ t s  beneficlal results and prophesled that lt would 
be universally practised 

I n  1823 the actlve propaganda began wlth Place 
as ~ t s  recognized leader I n  July of that year a 
leaflet addressed "To the Marrled of Both Sexes" 
was circulated It created a great scandal by the 
bluntness of ~ t s  statements and the plainness -7th 
whlch ~t described methods of prevention Mrs 
Flldes, a lady of radical tendencies, was shocked 
and lndlgnant that a number of these leaflets or 
"hand-b11ls"should haxe been sent to her, and not 
only lald the matter before the Attorney General, 
but alred her wrath m the publ~c prlnts So great 
was the heat of thls affalr that all ranks of Rr~tlsh 
soclety were drawn Into the dtscuss~on, and the 
leaflet became known as the "Dlabollcal Hand- 
bill " 

Fortunately for the Engllsh there were no 
"yellow journals" m those days, and Instead of the 
matter belng played upon as a sensat~on, ~t recelved 
a dellberate attention that reflects wonderful credlt 
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on the journahsm of that day The ed~tors con- 
s~dered the matter from all angles, and published 
articles from the pens of the best thlnkers of the 
t~mes-all of whlch reflected the seriousness wlth 
whlch the Enghsh were regardlng the matter I n  
fact, m lntellectual circles, there was a deadlock on 
the subject and, Mrs Flldes gettmg but scant com- 
fort from the Attorney General's office, one of 
the newspapers declared that the propaganda was 
recelvlng officlal sanct~on-that ~t was even hlghly 
approved m the Cabmet 

Robert Owen 

The authorship of the handbill was never proven 
Many were accused, among them belng Robert 
Owen, but there seems to be no doubt that elther 
Place was the author or he caused ~t to be wrltten 
Not only do manuscr~pts Included m hls collection, 
now In the Bntlsh Museum, e v e  color to thls as- 
sumptlon, but h ~ s  close f r~endsh~p w ~ t h  Owen, who 
brought over a knowledge of the preventwe de- 
vices used by the Frenchman from whom Place 
learned them, glves pract~cal assurance that he had 
the necessary lnformatlon Even Malthus knew of 
the French devlces, for m 1817, m an art~cle, he 
charged Owen, by nnphcatlon, w ~ t h  uslng them to 
prevent too great an lncrease of the populat~on m 
hls colony at  New Lanark, Scotland John Stuart 
M111, then a young man, was named as a rowdy, 
and charged w ~ t h  helplng to circulate the "hand- 
bill " 

Place, however, was the center of the excitement, 
and well he mlght be, for he was a remarkable char- 
acter Born to poverty and marrled a t  a very early 
date, he had not only worked hlmself to the posl- 
t ~ o n  of master tallor w ~ t h  a considerable fortune, 
but had acqulred a broad cathohc education and 
estabhshed hunself upon an lntellectual equahty 
mth  the best men of hls t ~ m e  HIS later hfe was 
devoted to an actlve propaganda for soc~al reform, 
m whch work he easlly took the lead by reason of 
h ~ s  learnlng and shrewd boldness H e  contlnuaIly 
wrote on Labor matters In h ~ s  effort to educate the 
workers, and accumulated a very fine hbrary whlch 
he kept In h ~ s  house, behlnd h ~ s  tallor's shop Here 
he was vlslted by the prlnclpal pol~tlc~ans and men 
of letters of h ~ s  day, and numbered among h s  
frlends such men as Robert Owen, Rlchard Carhle, 
James Mlll, Cobbett, Godw~n, Shelley, Rlcardo, 
Wakefield, Gourlay, and O'Connor and O'Bnen 
of the Chartlsts H e  was very largely Instrumental 
m securlng the passage of the Reform Act of 
1832, and forcmg the Duke of Webngton and 
George IV  to accept t h s  large measure of Parha- 
mentary reform 

The Oppos~t~on 
Not all of hls fr~ends agreed w ~ t h  h ~ m  regardlng 

the contracept~on propaganda, for Cobbett lam- 
pooned h ~ m  m a play "Surplus Populat~on" and 
the Chartlsts were d~stlnctly hostile Cur~ously 
enough, Place was the father of 15 chlldren M111, 
Wakefield and others of the contracept~on group 
were heads of large famll~es, and among them, they 
r~dlculed Malthus's Idea of "moral restraint" and 
polnted out then own over-s~zed famlhes as proof 
that such restraint was lmposslble In wedlock, con- 
cludlng that "artlfic~al means must be used to check 
the population and keep ~t wlthln the l~mlts of the 
capac~ty of the earth to produce food " 

They resented the suggest~on of leglslatlve and 
church lnterference m the matter and Robert Gour- 
lay sald "The people alone can serve themselves, 
and most assuredly they wlll do so when they come 
to understand the means Every leglslatlve 
and parochial lnterference must lnev~tably further 
degrade the people, the more they are degraded, 
the less provident they wlll become, and as thew 
prov~dent care dlm~nlshes, so them numbers will 
Increase, until wretchedness and crlme, ignorance 
and brutal~ty shall make England a place not fit 
to llve In " 

kchard Carllle 
R~chard Carllle, In hls paper The Republzcan, 

sald that the "handb~lls" were clrculatlng by the 
thousands and that dlscreet persons In every part 
of the country were busy gettlng them lnto the 
hands of the people H e  a t  first objected to the 
propaganda on moral grounds, fear~ng that such 
knowledge mlght encourage llllc~t relat~onsh~ps 
among the poor Place repbed In the most posltlve 
fashlon, saylng "There 1s no chast~ty among the 
absolutely poor The condlt~ons of ex~stence 
make ~t almost an lmposs~bll~ty Our popula- 
t ~ o n  crushes down wages, so that girls grow up In 
squalld poverty and men dare not marry 
Pros t~ tu t~on  1s the extreme mlsery wastlng the 
lives of ~ t s  lmmed~ate v~ct~ms,  and pervert~ng, m 
all whom ~t touches, the whole attltude of men 
towards women" T h ~ s  last sentence shows the 
depth of Place's ethlcal th~nk~ng-hls clear recog- 
n ~ t ~ o n  of the fact that the tendency of modern 
soclety 1s to completely vulgarize the sex funct~on 

Carhle who had suffered much a t  the hands of 
both the authorltles and the clergy, long contended 
that "bad government and a pr~esthood const~tute 
the evils whlch a t  present degrade the people of 
t h ~ s  country" But a t  last, In May, 1825, he saw 
the economc slde of the matter, and ahgned h~m-  
self w ~ t h  Place and the other Propagandists HIS 
accession to the ranks greatly strengthened the 
contracept~on cause, by addlng a most trenchant 
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pen to the publ~c~ty  slde of the propagandl HIS 
ed~torlal ''What IS Loxe" became a textbook and 
was reprinted In Februarr, 182G, under the tltle 
"Exery Woman's Boolr " T h ~ s  work was not only 
\cry popular, but b~ought  down a most ful~ous 
assault froin the x ~ t ~ ~ o l ~ c  pen of Cobbett, who 
opposed the Inox eiiient to the end 

The Movement m Amer~ca 
Thls Engllsh moje~nent h.rd ~ t s  reflection In 

Amer~ca, an ~ncldent of whlch 11as an attack upon 
Robert Dale Owen, son of Robert Owen, In New 
York f o ~  evpresslng approx.ll of Carl~le's "Ex ery 
Woman's Book " Owen, to mahe h ~ s  posltlon clear, 
published a book "Jloral Ph~losophy," In 1830 and 
slnce this nork was superlor to anyth~ng yet pub- 
llshed, ~t was adopted bv Place and h ~ s  assoc~ates 
In E n g l ~ n d  But fiom t h ~ s  tune on the propaganda 
langulslied The economlc condlt~on of England 
~mproxed, tlie adjustments w~thln lndus t~~a l  so- 
c~e ty  bec~me better co-ord~nzted, and the minds of 
the people turned to more obvlous th~ngs How- 
exer the matter d ~ d  not dle out altogether, for D r  
Knowlton's "F ru~ t s  of Ph~losophy" was publ~shed 
In 1833, and Dr Drysdale's "Elements of Socla! 
Science" In 1854 

I n  1876 to 1878 came the rev~val of the propa- 
ganda w~ th  Ch~rles  Bmdlaugh, DIls Besant and 
Edward Truelole In the l~mel~ght,  and now we 
have the modern 01 Neo-Rlalthus~an mo~ement 

with a new crop of propagandists-I was about to 
say "Martyrs " 

The Old Movement and the New 
Ut~l i ty  was the baslc Idea of the early Malthu- 

slans Lack~ng  the breadth of vlsion poss~ble to a 
later generation, they merely saw a world attempt- 
lng to adjust populat~on to food supply, and thew 
answer was that, along w~tli the effort to promote 
agi~cultural product~on, there should go an equal 
efiort to prevent the too rapid Increase of popula- 
t ~ o n  They were practical people, and ~t seemed 
to them that the m~ser~es  of the degraded work~ng 
class arose from thelr Increasing numbers, wh~ch 
so plessed upon the food supply that not all could 
be properly fed Like Rlalthus they failed to  see 
tlie conquest of bread through man's lnlentlve 
genlus and the appl~cat~on of sclence to agr~cultural 
processes But  they went beyond Rlalthus, for 
they recognized that in the hm~tatlon of Mother- 
hood, the lot of woman could be bettered and the 
quality of the race ~mproved 

The modern move~nent presents much h~gher 
eth~cal ~deals, for with more than one hundred 
years of ag~ta t~on ,  there has been t ~ m e  for develop- 
ment and rlpenlng of judgment Yet after all, 
when we come to bedrock, the true base is "an Ideal 
of better adjustment between the exact~ons of 
econolnlc c ~ v ~ l ~ z a t ~ o n  and the more fundamental 
condltlons of the contlnu~ty of human l ~ f e  " 

Two Poems by Margaret Loring Thomas 
J l R S  l1ORELLI'S FAnIILY He  liollers from the tnne he gets up, 

T ~ l l  the timc he gocs to bcd 
I becn two \ e l i s  a aidoa nos He  just hollc~s a t  everything hc don't like 

J l v  oltlest bol g~adun ted  from High Scliool 
And had si\ montlrs In C1t1 Collcgc too The  baby I ta6c t o  the hursery,  

He  nants  t o  be a dcntiyt As soon a s  he uahcs up  

H c  has donc nothing for  four months I don't feel >cry n ~ l l  acquainted 151th the baby 

But looh for norL H c  goes t o  sleep a s  soon as I b i ~ n g  h ~ n i  l~omc 

hIy oldcst g111 1s nor1,lng 
She's a fin15hcr 
Shc don't l16e sculng 
But shc can't do notli~ng else, 
Bccausc slle's deaf 

Li l l~c  1s in rapid ?d\anccrncnt class, 
She 1s trrcl\c ant1 graduates In June  
She Lon t JU nut11111~ Lut study 

Arncha, she 1s nlne 
She a ~ n ' t  no blggcr than a m~dgct  
I c\pect tha t  I c o ~ l d  makc money off of I er 
If I put  her in tllc Clrciis or llovics 

John, 11e is the worst of all 
He  don't do nothing but holler 

J Iy  1 but o e r y  one of them children is a laays  
hungry 

If I dldn't a a t ch  thcm, a n j  one of 'em nould 
eat  a wholc loaf of bread 

How thcm children do bothcr me' 

ON E A S T  S h J T h N T E E Y T H  S T R E E T  

Tha t  s where 3lrs  fi1acdonal-l IITCS 
There, behind tha t  tenement door, 

On the first floor 

He r  bab7's dcad, 
I n  the front room, 

Her husband's d l  ing, 
I n  thc back room 
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The Teacher's Responsibility to the Race 

war of the sexes is the war of controls- 
Birth-Control and self-control Shall we have THE 

motherhood by consent or motherhood by coercion? 
There is no evading the issue I s  child-bearing to 
contlnue the haphazard expenence of soured, dis- 
illusioned women or is it to become a premeditated 
joy of willing women? Feminism mll prove itself 
an empty promise if it falls to enforce its volun- 
t a r~s t  code of conduct alike upon thoughtless males 
and upon sent~mental females For  a long period 
fem~n~s ts  will find their major energies sucked up  
by heated controversies over Blrth Control They 
must be ready to assail dishonest legislators, to 
rid~cule stupid laws, to convert sheepish men, to 
negate religion's hypocrisies, to fortify t ~ m ~ d  
women-all for the acqu~sitlon of the rlght to 
feminize Birth Control 

The teacher-mother controversy that plagued 
the New York Citv Board of Education (Decem- 
ber, 1914), IS still illuminating, though bv now 
anclent history The worthv members of that 
board recapitulated the experlellce of the race In 
their attitude toward a "sacred" subject 

Four Stages 

Fzrst Stage Outraged goody-goodyness The 
shame of it! T o  discuss In open forum the holiest 
relation of men and women! How repugnant to 
refined soulsf T o  drag before the searchlight of 
publicity the tenderest facts of life As gentlemen, 
we must simply taboo the whole unfortunate, most 
unfortunate affair 

order to have a child If  we approve of woman's 
sex, and if the incorrigible desire of woman is 
motherhood, perhaps-perhaps after all-a teacher 
married should not be ousted when, God consent- 
lng, she becomes, In due time, a teacher-mother 
This reasoning does seem unimpeachable What 
shall we do about i t? W e  dare not face a flesh and 
blood world with the bizarre suggestion that 
motherhood be vls~ted with the pr~meval curse of 
ostracism That is, even to our view, an unfair 
attitude And yet to suspend faithful and desirable 
teachers for havlng sinned against the medireval 
vow of so-called chastity is neither courteous nor 
conv~ncing 

(By the way, why are we so flustered about the 
most ordinary phenomena in creation? Desire, 
mating, marriage, love, pregnancy, child-birth, 
lactation, sex-why are these world-old epithets so 
disconcertmg to our guard~ans of respectability? 
As terms, they carry neither shame nor virtue 
They are merely scientific symbols As badges of 
conduct they undoubtedly inlply shame when con- 
duct is brutal, but the self-same symbols ~mply  
holiness when conduct is devotional Why this 
hectic d~smay over sweetly obvious facts? Why do 
we enjoy stuttering over the commonplace facts 
of the sex life?) 

Fourth Stage It was all a misunderstanding 
Why, from the very beginning of this unfortunate 
controversy, both sides were agreed upon the 
sacredness of marriage and the value of unforced 
motherhood W e  were all a little headstrong, a 

Second Stage The whole problem is insigni- little inhuman, as all lovers of opportunism-and 

ficant Because a few woinen "bring a condi- expediency tend to be That's the truth in a nut- 

tion upon themselves" which unfits them for the shell Hereafter, married teachers will, as a matter 

continuance of their tasks, why-the absurdity of of course, be granted leales of absence to bear 
children, and as a token of professional devotion, paying attention to them The 

of they w~ll, upon their return, be tendered a reception women teachers have no Interest, no interest what- 
soever, in this unpleasant ep~sode Why waste our by the members of the Board of Education1 

time on the personal dilemma of so few women- These four stages epitomize the evolution of the 
mental attltude of the hlstorlc antagonist to a new hardly a handful? The case is really not worth our 

wh~le  . . - - -- - 

Thzrd Stage Let's talk ~t pver True, the Court 
of Appeals had ruled that married women (not 
being immoral or leprous) had a legal right to 
their posts True also that-judgmg by Patrick 
Henry's lamp of experience-marriage brings 
forth fruit after its own kmd yes, we see that 
clearly, a married woman may have married in 
- 

Educator, lecturer and wrlter, prlmarlly interested In dynamre 
soc~al sciences, espee~rlly edncat~on and psvchology 

Just~ce or Women 
For the first t ~ m e  in the history of c~vihzation, 

men will honorably lay aside all pretense and actu- 
ally prove to women that motherhood is an honor- 
able pursuit, to be sweetened and hghtened for 
every courageous woman who "enters the portal " 
Honest men have resolved never agaln to meddle 
with woman's sacred rights Forever and ever until 
the glorious crack of doom, Birth Control shall be 
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a woman's dearest prerogative Let  her enjoy and 
everclse ~t as she thlnks best A fan  exchange IS 

twlce blessed, ~t blesseth him that IS falr and hlm 
that exchanges Let  woman safeguard her ind~s- 
pensable rlght Let us men shoulder the onerous 
duty of self-control So honorable a d~vislon of 
labor will not only make for sclentlfically Immacu- 
late concept~on, but ~t wlll also celebrate the sex 
relation as a true entente cord~ale Men wlll honor 
women, and women men-wlthout convent~onal 
tomfoolery to belle thelr motmes-when love shall 
become a frank dlsclplme m controls-self-control 
and Blrth Control W e  may almost antlclpate the 
joys of the holy day when men and women shall 
llve together In unashamed slncerlty 

Hlstorlans have never done even a bhndfolded 
justice to the problen~s of pain of women Our 
scholarly chron~clers of fables (we call "history") 
never have had the ~maglnatlon-certamly, not the 
intellectual honesty-to utter the terrlble truth 
about woman's manlfold bondages Dumbly, we 
had to awalt the advent of the Mary Wollstone- 
craics, the Ohve Schremers, the Charlotte Gllmans 
and Ellen Keys before our tongues were loosened 
and our consciences emancipated They dared to 
think and express our gnawmg thoughts I n  choral 
response to thew songs of emanclpatlon rlse the 
mllhon-rolced Soclal~st-Femmlsts, self-rellant, m- 
tellectual, purposeful The noblest, as well as the 
profoundest, task of women IS not the achevement 
of polltlcal enfranchlsement, nor yet equal legah- 
ties w ~ t h  males, nor even lndustrlal unlonlzatlon, 
though all these assets are Important enough to 
clam every radical's fightmg approval 

I n  the mldst of these strifes the Sclentlfic Woman 
IS the comrade-teacher most in demand She who 
w~ l l  wlsely counsel the proletarian mother how to 
lllnlt her offspring, how to humanue the sex rela- 
tlon, how to achleve the joy of self-dependence, 
how to llve her marrled llfe hyglen~cally-the 
woman of sc~ent~fic sympathy IS the truest frlend 
of the race All hall to those benefactors hke D r  
Robinson, D r  Mary Halton, and Margaret 
Sanger and her devoted associates, who have 
labored w ~ t h  sympathy and success to spread the 
knowledge of the control of reproduct~on, even to 
the humblest mother (whose urgency IS greatest) 

The revolut~on of revolutions IS about to break 
upon the shores of t ~ m e  Wlth the Incoming tlde, 
old landmarks of prejud~ce and callous custom 
mll be neatly washed away Forever, let us hope 
Thlnk what ~t would mean to the soclal status of 
the hardest worklng class, ~f every mother and 
father could ~ntelhgently control and consciously 
dlrect thelr own raclal future by hr~ngmg lnto the 
world only that number of chldren whom they 

whole-heartedly deslre God, what a pure blessmg, 
undreamed of by the deaf, dumb and blmd genera- 
tlons of yesterday l 

I slmply cannot forget, because the plalntlve cry 
IS st111 m my bram, the heart-rendmg relterat~on of 
a dear httle mother a t  the doctor's one evenmg, 
when she was belng examlned to circumvent preg- 
nancy I was waltlng patiently mth  a slck friend, 
rumlnatmg upon the here and heretofore, when I 
heard a soft cry llke the moan of a helpless mvahd 
I hstened, and then my heart slowly began to melt 
for the woman who was pathetically beseechmg the 
doctor to Rve her something to  prevent preg- 
nancy's frultlon She spoke m sweet German ac- 
cents, plead~ng wlth the dear doctor to help her, 
only t h ~ s  tlme She revealed how a t  the b~ r th  of her 
first chld, now a lovely young daughter, the 
physlclan had, rmth d~fficulty, dsllvered the babe 
so that she had never qulte recovered from a lacera- 
t ~ o n  of the womb I wonder even now how doctors 
mth human hearts can llsten to and remember the 
~mrnedlcable woes of women The httle mother 
went on to explaln that she dldn't want any more 
children, that she slmply couldn't, slmply could 
not bear another chdd wlthout dylng Would the 
good doctor, please, only thls tlme, help her? And 
the perplexed doctor, t~mld, doubtful, reassuring, 
shrugged h s  shoulders and prom~sed to do hls best 

Yet there are those lnfluentlal idlots, saddled 
wlth the fear of God and Ignorance of man, who 
would preach the rellg~on of fecund~ty, of begetting 
and hegettmg as God "mlls" it Happlly for 
humamty's welfare sclence, reinforced by con- 
science, has planted ~ t s  falth upon the hlgh resolve 
that no human ch~ld shall be brought Into thls world 
except a t  the lovlng wlll of ~ t s  progenitors 

The sweet dream of our Ohve Schremers 
trembles on the threshold of reahzatlon for more 
and more humble women "That sexual love, that 
tlred angel, shall yet, a t  last, with eyes bathed from 
the mlre and dust m the stream of frlendshlp and 
freedom, leap upward, hls whlte mngs spread, re- 
splendent In the sunshlne of the dlstant future, the 
essentially good and beautiful of human existence " 

W e  may now rejolce w ~ t h  those women who 
have labored for woman's complete emanclpatlon, 
emanclpat~on from domestlc drudgery (Charlotte 
Gllman), emanclpatlon from sex paraslt~sm (Ollre 
Schremer) , en~anclpat~on from pohtical serfdom 
(Emmellne Pankhurst) , emanclpatlon from 
marltal mfehclty (Ellen Key),  and finally, eman- 
clpation from the bondage of fecundity (Margaret 
Sanger and every woman who has a con- 
science) 

When woman and sclence (alded by the process 
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of soaalization) w~ l l  have brought thege moral 
rellefs to the race of benighted women, when con- 
trol of reproduction wlll have been made universal 
knowledge and practice, when the sexual integrity 
of the male shall have transformed the animalism 
of forced childbirth into the sweeter dream of joy 
m motherhood, then, perhaps, we may legtimately 
expunge from the anthologies of poetry those 
t r a ~ c  hnes of Matthew Arnold's 

Ah, love, let us be true 
To one another 1 For the world, whlch seems 
To he before us like a land of dreams, 
So varlous, so besut~ful, so new, 
Hath really ne~ther joy, nor love, nor hght, 

Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain, 
And we are here as on a darkl~ng plam, 
Swept mth confused alarms of struggle and fl~ght, 
Where Ignorant armles clash by n~ght 

To the modern teacher whose sympathy spon- 
taneously goes out to the humble and the deprlved 
and the dlslnherlted everywhere, the sociolog~c and 
spiritual message of birth-control mll commend 
rtself as the mdispensable and beaut~ful prehminary 
of any honest program of enhghtenment for the 
new age How much longer before the teacher will 
recognize h ~ s  whole responsibility to the race and 
realm it as part of the educational program of the 
new age? 

Birth Control and Women's Freedom 
A Y O U N G  MAN'S V I E W P O I N T  

By ARNOLD H K ~ I A T  

A N T I - B I R T H  controllists often base then 
opposlt~on on the need for population, for 

soldiers for the national defence, for man-power 
to run the wheels of Industry Birth Control, they 
also argue, must exercise a dysgenic influence- 
many capable parents would fall to leave offspring, 
or leave too few behmd, and the race would suffer 
degeneration - 

The question of the truth of these arguments 
aside, let us not fall to note that behind them sur- 
reptltiously lurks an anti-democratic attitude 
toward women W e  may, for discussion's sake, 
even grant that they are true I n  that case capltal- 
~s t s ,  clergymen, generals, and conservatives gener- 
ally, should beg, petition, and implore every capable 
wornan to become a mother and bear many chll- 
dren But  why deny to her the right to determine 
for herself the form her response shall take* For  
if women be aught else than male-owned breeding 
machmnes, they have the right to  judge for them- 
selves of the eugenlc or dysgenic value of Blrth 
Control, and to act accordingly There 1s no reason 
why they should be compelled to accept the judg- 
ment of soldiers, capitalists, and churchmen on this 
or any other matter 

Whether or not she w111 aid m the reproduction 
of the species is a questlon for the rndlvldual 
woman, and not for her clerical or pohtical advlsers 
to declde Whether a desirable Increase m popula- 
tion, or the strengthemg of the natlonal defence, 
or the provision of an adequate supply of work- 
men IS best secured by uncontrolled breedlng or by 
regulated birth is a question that every mother, as 

a human belng m a society that professes democ- 
racy, has a rlght to answer for herself 

So strongly 1s the e~ilotion of woman as male 
property, or a t  any rate the patrlarchal notlon of 
woman as m need of male guidance, mtrenched in 
the backs of men's heads that it is a rare pubhc man 
who 1s willlng to concede women then right to 
determine them own destlny m the matter of 
motherhood To  busmess men, churchmen, editors, 
generals and pohtlclans, it 1s enough that they think 
the nation needs a large population Women are 
expected to act accordmgly 

Just  so is it m the matter of the morality of 
Birth Control To our patriarchal-rmnded church- 
men ~t is s&clent that they consider ~t imrnoral- 
women, and men too, are not expected to questlon 
thls judgment, at  any rate, they are to be denied 
the power to act upon thew own judgment, when- 
ever the latter contradcts that of the churches 

That self-same undemocratic attitude is ex- 
pressed by the Idea of abstmence as a method of 
farmly hmltation I f  births are to be regulated, 
the prescription to be used must be that handed 
down by our puritan leaders Parents are to be 
denled all oppo r tw ty  for the exerclse of thew own 
judgment m the matter 

The Birth Control controversy 1s thus seen to 
be a contl~ct between the patriarchal and the demo- 
cratic attitudes toward women, between the prop- 
erty n e w  and the humamst outlook And with 
prevenceptive knowledge not m women's posses- 
sion, the most democratic and humamstlc profes- 
slons wdl not affect the fictitious character of their 
freedom 
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UNPROFITABLE CHILDREN 
A r e  these Bodzes Fzt Temples for Immortal Souls? 

E v e f y  year mzllzons of dollars are collect~d zn taxes and spent on the mazntenance of 
the defectzve, the feeble-mznded, the tnsane and the crzmznals Thzs means that every man 
who zs able t o  earn hzs own lzvzng has not melely to support hzmself and hts famzly, but 
also to help to curly these expenszve membels o f  soczety Ezrery year the burden glows 
heavzer, and get most of zt 2s easzly avozdable Mothers do  not toant to bear chzldren who 
ale bound to grow u p  to jozn the ranks o f  the dependent and unfit T h e  mothers are beggzng 
to  be allowed to save soczety these huqe expendztures, and yet the law and our znhefztcd. 
pejudzces foolzshly forbad them the lr?towledge o f  Bzrth Control rchzch would speedzly cut 
down the numbers of those who ale now fillzng our hospztals, asylums and reformatones 

From a Santtarium 
Massachusetts 

I am a patlent a t  the sanltanum for  tuberculosls I 
have been hele for ten months, and ~t 1s nothlng but bear- 
Ing too many chlldrcn tha t  d r o ~ e  me here I have e ~ g h t  
chilL en, the oldest 1 5  years, the joungest two years 
My t u o  bojs, aged 1 5  and 10, h a ~ e  been In a sanitarium 
for tuberculosls for a year My daughter, who 1s 13 1s 
\cry frall and wears a back and shoulder brace She 
must ha le  an  operation soon-very serlous 

Slnce I came here my boj ,  3 jears  old, has had pneu- 
moma H e  u a s  on the danger 11st In the hosp~ta l  for six 
aeeks A t  present he 1s In the country on a farm My 
b a b ~ ,  t n o  yeals old, 1s In the hospltal suffering wlth 
bronchitis The  doctor had an  x-ray of her lungs and 
1s afrald of tuberculosls 

I have a good hind husband, but he 1s a hard-work~ng 
man, averaging about $35 a week You know tha t  n e  
have barely an  existence on tha t  Income Besldes I have 
a chan ty  order tha t  helps clothe the chlldren 

Now I am golng home t l ~ l s  week, for someone must care 
for my llttle s ~ c k  baby, and I a a n t  your advlce Must I 
brlng more chlldren lnto t h ~ s  world t o  suffer? 

An Appeal for Others 

Colorado 
I am wrltlng for  ~ n f o r m a t ~ o n  tha t  w111 prevent the 

comlng of more bables, not only for mjself but for several 
others 

There 1s here In thls town a woman not yet t h ~ r t y  
She 1s the mother of five dellcate llttle chlldren, the oldest 
of them 15 mne and has never walked The  baby, 11 
months, 1s a deaf-mute She 1s expecting another In a few 
months and 1s nearly crazy, because she wlll be unable 
t o  clothe ~t or  glve ~t half-care 

St111 another, a g ~ r l  of only 19, who has suffered all 
her llfe from a weak heart, the mother of two llvlng 
chlldren and one dead from heart fallure, 1s also sendlng 
her plea 

I am tuenty j e a l s  old, the mother of only one bo j  
He  1s the plcture of health, 1 4  months old and nelgbs 
32 pounds H e  nas  seven months old before I left the 
bed F o r  three montlis more I rcma~ncd In a chaw In the 
daj t lme and n a s  carrled t o  bed at n ~ g h t  I can scarcely 
walh across the room jet ,  and tlie doctol told me I must 
never have more ch~ldren, as  I would not survlve another 
confinement Can you help us al l?  

A Dreadful Disappointment 
Oklahoma 

I have two boys, one w~ l l  be five In October The other 
~ 1 1 1  be three In July I burled a llttle glrl In January  of 
this year She was deformed and only llved about 11 
hours The  doctor s a d  my health was the cause of her 
belng deformed-I am bothered ul th heart trouble when 
I am pregnant I love cluldren, but I don't want t o  b n n g  
the llttle ones here just  t o  suffer and d ~ e  

My husband 1s good t o  me and llke myself, he doesn't 
nan t  t o  have any more chlldren a t  present But  we don't 
know a n j  remed~cs W e  have heard of several, but they 
fa11 wlth me I am only tnenty years old, and I know I 
was too l o u n g  t o  have children I am not able t o  glve 
them all a mother's care But how can I help ~ t ,  when 
I don't know what t o  do? 

Deaf-Mutzsm in Family 
North Carollna 

Wlll you be good enough to  help me My husband 1s 
a poor man We haven't been rnarrled long, and I am 
too young to  become a mother W e  don't want t o  have 
any chlldren untll a e  are able t o  take care of them, and 
~t would be just a crlme to  glve blrth t o  them and not 
be able t o  care for them 

There IS another reason My mother-ln-law's brother 
1s a deaf-mute, and he mar r~ed  a deaf-mute There 1s also 
a woman In the famlly who 1s a d e a f - m u t e s h e  1s my 
husband's aunt, and I belleve ~t would run In the famllj 
I am just g o ~ n g  on my fifteenth year  I was fourteen the 
22nd of January  and I was marrled on January  20  



So I was only thlrteen when I was marned, Isn't tha t  
aafu l '  

So please tell me something to  keep me from becomlng 
a mother I t  1s not because I don't want chlldren, be- 
cause I love a baby, but I have expla~ned my reasons 

Four Puny Chtldren 
West Vlrglnla 

I feel I need some good adv~ce  or  medlclne o r  what i t  
takes I am only 22 years old, and have four chlldren, 
the oldest not q u ~ t e  SIX years and the youngest seven 
months old I haven't much health I havc heart and 
hldncy trouble so bad, I am nearly djlng, and my chlldren 
all have lt ,  and all look so punj  I hope 1'11 never have 
another ch~ ld  I have such hard t ~ m e s  before my chlldren 
are  born I am alaays paralyzed ln one s~de ,  and each 
t ~ m e  ~t is harder Please let me hear from you a t  once, 
a s  I am a poor, helpless woman and know not what t o  do 
for myself 

Burted a Baby each Year 
Mlssourt 

I am writlng t o  see ~f you know of anythlng tha t  a111 
keep me from gettlng pregnant I have burled a baby 
every year slnce 1917 and I have one hvlng, aged one year 
and four months My husband 1s older than I am, and 
I do not wlsh for any more bab~es The  doctors say tha t  
the cause of my children's deaths 1s t h a t  t hen  father has 
spphllls In h ~ s  blood They say he 1s too old t o  cure h ~ m  
of ~t H e  1s forty-five years of age and I am 29 I do 
not thlnk it 1s r ~ g l i t  t o  brlng chlldrcn Into t h ~ s  world t o  
suffer m t h  t h ~ s  dreadful d~sease I thlnk ~t 1s a sln for  
chlldren t o  be born just t o  suffer, so please let me hear 
from you a t  once 

Three Eptlepttc 
Tennessee 

I have g n c n  b l r t l~  t o  SIX chlldren In a pc r~od  of e ~ g h t  
and a half years All llrlng noa Thrce a re  normal 
children apparentl j  In every way Three have the most 
terrible convulsions, and though improved, are not well 
and may never be 

My baby 1s two and a half years old now If l t  were 
not for  leaving the ones I have for someone else t o  care 
for, I'd gladly d ~ e  rather than brlng another mlsfit Into 
the world I would apprec~ate  defin~te lnformatlon about 
contracept~on more than you can ever Lnow &lay your 
message reach all who need ~t 

Afratd of FeebleeMindedness 
Mlchlgan 

I am the mother of one l ~ t t l e  boy, and am very nervous 
and weak, and can't do my oan  work w~thout  help And 
when I get pregnant I am almost Insane, don't knoa 

half of the t ~ m e  what I am dolng I don't want any morc 
ch~ldren, a s  I am a f r a ~ d  they will be feeble-mlnded, or  In 
the same shape as I am I am one of a famlly of nlne 
chlldren and always had the care of the smaller ones, as  
I was the oldest My husband doesn't want any more 
e~ther ,  but we are  both Ignorant and so I beg of you t o  
help us 

A Pttiful Famtly 
Malnc 

I have had ten chlldren, four born dead, and SIX 11~1ng 
--two g ~ r l s  and four bojs  My chtldren arc not strong 
Two are  ruptured M j  oldest son 1s In the lnsane hos- 
p ~ t a l  My oldest daughter 1s a school teacher She has 
refused her hfe-love ~n marrlagc for  fear  lt mould not be 
best t o  have chlldrcn, a ~ t h  lnsanlty in the famlly I t  15 

hard t o  see her do tha t  She has two couslns Insane, and 
I am wr~ t lng  t o  you because I thought ~t m ~ g h t  be some 
good for  my daughter 

One Liwtng. Ftwe Dead 
Nea York 

I have one son 1111ng and fi\e glrls dead Doctors do 
not tell me why my bab~es do not hvc, and I do not want 
t o  keep havlng then1 just t o  be bur~cd, and the doctors 
a111 not tell me what t o  do, so I ha le  t o  come t o  jou  for 
lnformat~on Do help me 

An Unhealthy Mother 
Montana 

I have jus t  read your book ent~tled "Woman and the 
New Race " I know ~t speaks the truth, although ~t does 
not glve us women the necessary lnformat~on 

I have had two chlldrcn, a boy and a glrl While car- 
rylng the boy the glands under my arms became enlarged 
I talked w ~ t h  the doctors, all wantlng t o  operate I was 
afrald Later  I became pregnant w ~ t h  the glrl, then I was 
cursed wlth a n  Inward goiter The  doctors say, "Do not 
have any more chlldren " I knoa I slrould have no more 
But  what can I d o 7  No one understands I live In con- 
s tan t  fear 

Poss~bZe lnsantty 
West V l r p n ~ a  

I have been readlng your book, "Woman and the New 
Race," and thlnk your work 1s wonderful I am a mother 
of two sweet l ~ t t l e  chlldren, have only been marr~ed  four 
years and am not strong-am not hardly able t o  take care 
of myself And my 1 the suffering and agony I g o  through 
when I am carrylng one I'm deathly slck and vomltlng 
the ahole t~me,  and the last baby I carncd, I was insane 

I do not want t o  destroy anythlng after  they are  there, 
~f you could only tell me sorneth~ng to  do t o  keep from 
gett ing pregnant I am sure I would be very grateful 
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Contraception Necessary and Therefore Moral* 

T H E R E  IS a proportion of rellglous people 
who will demur to the 1 lew that contracept~on 

would be moral ~f ~t could be proted to be abso- 
lutely necessary for the ellmlnatlon of poverty, 
malntaln~ng thnt the use of contracept~ves IS sm- 
ful, whateter the consequences may be I belleve, 
however, that the ma~orl ty  of re l~g~ous people 
would say "If ~t were proved that contraceptron 
1s absolutely necessary for the ehm~nat~on of 
poverty, we should regard ~t as moral, for we can- 
not belleve that God wlshes poverty to contlnue ~ f ,  
by uslng the lntelllgence and knowledge H e  has 
glven us, we can ellmlnate ~t " I therefore, wlsh to 
submlt to you my economlc argument for the con- 
tentlon that contracept~on 1s absolutely necessary 
for the ellm~natlon of poverty 

Populat~on and Food Supply 

(2)  There zs no reason to belzeve that the 
world's food supply mll ever be zncreased any 
faster than tt wm bezng zncreased en the decades 
tmmedzately before 1914 Indeed, there I, consrder- 
able reason to bellex e that the world's food supply 
will soon cease to be Increased a t  all The late SIT 
Wlll~am Crookes predicted a comlng dechne of 
food productron In the world unless mtrates to 
replenrsh the so11 were manufactured from the 
n~trogen In the atmosphere, whlch IS generally a 
very costly process, and Professor Henry E Arm- 
strong, F R S , stated In The Tames of January 6th 
that the world's food supply would now dlmlnlsh 
owlng to the scarcrty of phosphates In the world, 
and clted many large tracts, lncludlng the wonder- 
ful first wheat lands of Canada, whlch were becom- 
Ing relatively lnfertlle from the exhaustion of the 
phosphates In the so11 - - 

(1 )  Even tn the relntzvely prosperous decades 
tmmedzately before 1914, the world's food supply The World's Bvth Rate 

mas onlu bezno zncreased at  the rate of l o .  or less. (3 Wzthout contracentzon. the world's hzrth , , 

per thogsand 2 year Tlus statement IS supported ratk cbuld not be reduced ielom'88 5 per thousand 
by such estimates as are available of the world's a year What was the lowest brrth rate before 
food supply In different pears I prefer, however, 1877, the year when contracept~on began to spread 
to bnse lt entlrely on the fact that before 1914 the raprdly rn Europe and started the fall~ng blrth-rate 
world's population was lncreaslng a t  the rate of movement? Except for France, Belgrum, Ireland 

L A 

only 10, or less, per thousand a i e a r  I frankly 
admlt that thls contention rests upon a Malthus~an 
assumpt~on that the surtlval rate (z e . the natural 
Increase of populatron, or the blrth rate mznus the 
death rate), st111 generally represents the rate at  
whlch the food supply of a country 1s belng In- 
creased To  me the surv~val rate certainly repre- 
sents the food Increase rate of a country, lf that 
country st111 has many underfed people In ~ t ,  and 
also ~f ~t dues not have ~ t s  population Increased by 
lmmlgratlon To  the world as a whole thls applies 
much more obv~ously When one considers the 
poverty and struggle of the vast major~ty of the 
world's lnhabltants, one has to adm~t  that there 
must be qulte a negllglble waste of food In the 
world, and that the world's survlval rate must be 
a farrly accurate measure of ~ t s  food Increase rate 
Moreover, according to at  least one well-known 
estimate, the world's popdatlon was only mcreas- 
lng at  a rate of about 5 per thousand a year, and 
I belreve ~t to be the true one So my "10, or less" 
allows a large margln for any lncreaslng waste, 
and for errors of estrmat~on It mlght be added 
that the war has greatly reduced the world's food 
production, but thrs effect of the war may pass off 
- 

. A  paper rend ~t the Flfth International Birth Co-trol Confer- 
ence in London 

and Norway, the& had not been a Guntry whose 
blrth rate w ~ s  not well over 30 per thousand a year, 
as the world's blrth rate st111 1s to-day France, and 
presumably Belglum, had alreadv adopted contra- 
ceptron Ireland had a low blrth rate because 
always so many of her young men and women 
emigrated and had thew large, poverty-causlng 
fam~l~es  In other countries The case of Norway 
Impressed me when I read Malthus H e  found 
that Norway had an extraordlnar~ly low b~r th  rate 
about the beglnnrng of the nineteenth centurv, be- 
cause the men were not allowed to marry untll they 
had passed through the army, because even then 
very many of them could not marry untll then 
parents or others dred and vacated thew farms, and 
because Norway was a small and purely agrlcul- 
tural community where the need for parental pru- 
dence was unusually obvious and apprec~ated 
And how low d ~ d  the Norwegans then keep them 
blrth rate wlth that unlque amount of sex repres- 
slon? Or rather, as we may be certaln that there 
was as widespread an amount of auto-erotlc~sm 
among them as prevalls In all countr~es where late 
marrlage IS the rule, one should ask How low d ~ d  
the Norweglans keep them blrth rate w t h  that 
unlque amount of abstention from sexual Inter- 
course? They only kept thelr b~ r th  rate down to 
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28 5 per thousand a year l the blrth rate could probably not be reduced below 

(4)  There 2 8  no reason to belzeve that the so- 28 5 per thousand by it alone It might be added 
called "safe perzod" method of Bzrth Control (now here that there 1s the beginning of a movement 
allowed by the Roman Catholzc Church) would among Roman Catholics m favor of sterlllzat~on 
alone keep the bzrth rate down below 286 per of the unfit-stenhzation being, not castration, but 
thousand a year Here I wish to  draw your very a very satisfactory method of permanent contra- 
specla1 attention to the gradual and immensely slg- ceptlon The Roman Catholics have had to yield 
nificant advance whlch has been taking place in the to the Birth Control molrement, and now confine 
attitude of the Roman Cathollc Church to Birth their opposition to contraceptlon by mechanical or 
Control Only about ten years ago a pamphlet on chemlcal methods and by onamsm 
marriage, by Father Keatlng, could be bought in (5) A btrth rate of 28 5 per thousand a year 
the Romm Catholic Cathedral of Westminster means that the poplatzon zs trying to zncrease at  
which upheld the old Roman Catholic doctrine that a rate of over 18 per thousand a year This is so, 
marrled couples must not limlt thew famihes even because a population mth  a birth rate of 28 per 
by complete abstention, and not even ~f it were thousand a year would have a death rate of 10 per 
probable that mentally defective children would be thousand, r e , would have an average duratlon of 
born! Next, complete abstention was allowed A hfe of 55 5 years, if there were ample food for all 
few years later the Right Rev Monsignor Browne 
made a pronouncement (see p 393 of the First (6) Therefore, zf the world's znhabztants even 
Birth Rate Commission Report) that the ~nter-  managed by "moral restraznt" alone to keep thezr 
menstrual or tempus ageneseus or so-called "safe bwth rate down to 28 5 Per thousand a year, as the 
period" method of Birth Control was permlsslble Norweglans would stzll be trYzng to zn- 
under certam circumstances After thls, one often at the rate at whzch the z~orld's 
heard Roman Catholics saylng that this method food m ~ ~ l ~  was bezng zncreased before 1914 This 
was "moral restraint," and was allowed by their means that they would be trymg the ~ m ~ o s a b l e ,  
Church, and in the last few days we have had and would merely be perpetuating serious food 
Father Degen and Father Mahoney stating pub- 8 e . Poverty 
licly and explicitly that the Roman Cathollc Church (7) Therefore, mthout a world bzrth rate fa r  
allows ~t However, it is so Irksome and unsatls- below e8 6 per thousand a year, z e ,  wztho~t con- 
factory a method of B ~ r t h  Control that no large traceptzon, poverty cannot be elzmznated I thlnk 
proportion of marrled couples would adhere to  it, I have proved that, as I have often argued w ~ t h  
and ~t 1s so uncertain a method that even if all the Christ~an frlends "If God disapproves of contra- 
couples in the world were to adopt and adhere to ~ t ,  ceptlon, H e  must approve of poverty " 

"The Least A Mother Should Do" 
G OOD advice for the expectant mother has 

been formulated by the Chlldren's Bureau 
and 1s belng sent out under the frank of the United 
States Government The title of the leaflet 1s 
"Mmlmurn Standards of Prenatal Care," and ~ t s  
effort 1s to set out clearly "The least a mother 
should do before her baby is born" The advlce 
given so far  as it goes, is excellent, but there 1s a 
glaring defect In regard to the first step that ought 
to  be taken The Chlldren's Bureau 1s not to blame 
for this It has done the best ~t can, and the ab- 
surdity of the laws whlch mcke that first step im- 
poss~ble could not be better Illustrated The first 
two paragraphs of the leaflet follow 

Every expectant mother, for her own sake and for 
her baby's, should go to a doctor or a health center 
as soon as she thlnks she 1s pregnant, so that she 
may make sure that she 1s fitted for the extra stram 
of pregnancy and labor 

A complete phys~cal exammat~on m11 show a 

mother's general health Thls should ~nclude, bes~de 
a vagmal exam~nat~on, an examlnat~on of the heart, 
lungs, k~dneys, d~gest~ve  organs, teeth, tonslls, thy- 
ro~d, blood pressure, we~ght and measurements of 
the bony frame-work A blood test may be necessary 

Supposmg the examination should show that the 
woman is totally unfit for pregnancy, and cannot 
expect to glve blrth to a healthy child Or suppos- 
mg that pregnancy may cost her her life or the 
aggravation of some diseased condlt~on already 
exlstlng m her What good wlll ~t be to have the 
physical examination Surely the writer of these 
two paragraphs must have felt the mockery of 
advlsmg a woman to go for examination after 
pregnancy has begun The evaminatlon ought to 
precede pregnancy, and ~f the woman is unfit for 
childbirth, she ought to be instructed to avoid preg- 
nancy untll she 1s fit The need for wlse, medlcal 
Birth Control is made startlingly obvious m thls 
httle leaflet whlch makes no mention whatever of it 
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Book Reviews 
AN ENGLISH ESTIMATE O F  A GREAT AMERICAN BOOK 

A Reviezc b?j Harold COX proceeded t o  argue t ha t  slnce man cannot llve wlthout 

h l A N K I h D  A T  T H E  CROSSROADS, bv Edward M 
East ,  Piofcssor In Ha r ln rd  University Charles Scrib- 
ncr's Sons, 1923 

T 0 the growing literature on the problem of popula- 
tion, Professor Eas t  has contributed a substantla1 

and a most useful volume Possibly indeed thls volume 
would ha \e  been more uscful ~f ~t had bcen less sub- 
stantlal The  one dcfect tha t  many rcaders a rc  hhely t o  
notlce IS an cxcessne d c ~ o t ~ o n  t o  detail and t o  the cnum- 
eratlon of figures, manv of nli~cli cannot be a s  accurate 
a s  tliclr use llnplles I t  IS one of the temptations of almost 
all writers on soc~al  subjects of any hind t o  seek for 
figures In proof of the p ropos~ t~ons  thcy put  forward 
But s u ~ h  figures as  exlst a rc  ncccssarlly dependent In 
the m a j o i ~ t y  of cases on rather crude methods of collec- 
t ~ o n  and are best regaided merely as approx~mations t o  
the truth From the polnt of vlcw of the general reader 
~t would be an  a d ~ a n t a g e  ~f Profcssor East ,  should he 
a t  any time bring out a new edit~on, would abbrev~ate 
the present volume 

Apar t  from thls critlclsm, there 1s l ~ t t l e  t o  be s a ~ d  
except In the way of p r a m  for the work tha t  he has 
accompl~shcd The importance of 111s argumcnt 1s brought 
out a t  the bcglnnlng of the book by the statement tha t  
" It IS bccause thc world 1s fast rcacli~ng the end of ~ t s  
land resources, because the end IS In slght, tha t  a careful 
surley of the prospects IS needed " I t  IS just tha t  careful 
survey tha t  Profcssor Eas t  provides 1317 argumcnt 
throughout is well balanced and there IS nothlng In the 
nature of a h ~ g h  note t o  l rr l tate  the half-convinced 
reader 

I n  an  early chapter Professor Eas t  glves a very care- 
fully stated and r ~ g h t l y  apprcc~atlve account of the work 
done by hlalthus This IS all tlic more welcome because 
so many people to-day misrepresent what Malthus s a ~ d  
and treat  hls analysis of tlie problem of population a s  
~f ~t were little better than a mass of unfulfilled prophe- 
cles Thls, for example 1s the llne tahcn by D r  Ha l l~day  
Sutherland, who frequently wr~ te s  and speaks In England 
on the problem of populat~on from the Roman Cathohc 
polnt of vlew In  a recent lecture t o  Roman Catholics 
In Llverpool, D r  Suthcrland s a ~ d ,  "Every single prop- 
hecy made by Malthus or  his followers has been fals~fied 
by fac ts"  T h a t  is the very opposite of tlie t ru th  A< 
a matter of fact Malthus d ~ d  not indulge In propheclcs, 
he contented hlmsclf w ~ t h  argumcnt HIS essential argu- 
ment was tha t  the human race, hke every other llvlng 
species, had so grcat a n  Inherent power of m u l t ~ p l ~ c a t ~ o n  
tha t  men could lncreasc t hen  numbers more r a p ~ d l y  than 
they could prov~de themsel\es w ~ t h  sustenance H e  then 

food-numbers must be kcpt doun e ~ t h e r  by nature's 
cruel methods-pestilence, famine or  war-or by man's 
prudence T o  these broad propos~tions no answer has 
ever been made, because no answer 1s possible The  greater 
p a r t  of Malthus's famous Essay is occupicd w~t l i  a most 
lnterestlng dcscrlpt~on of the way in which over large 
pa r t s  of the world nature's crucl remcdles had In prac- 
tlcc kcpt populat~on a t  a low level Speahlng of thls 
prcscntat~on of elidence, Professor Eas t  r ~ g h t l y  says 
"The more cr~tlcal ly one reads ~t the higher grows one's 
admlrat~on of the judiclnl attitude w ~ t h  wh~ch ~t 1s 
recorded and the keenness with which ~t 1s analyzed" 
H e  caust~cally adds t ha t  "a careful study of Malthus's 
o m  statements reduces many of the c r ~ t ~ c ~ s m s  made 
against h ~ s  doctrlne t o  meaningless jumbles of words, 
slnce he d ~ d  not hold the vlcws attributed t o  h ~ m  " 

Populat~on and Food Resources 

A very large par t  of Profcssor East's book 1s occupied 
a i t h  a careful analysis of the food resources of the 
world Incidentally he disposes of some of tlie fictions 
wlllch h a ~ c  rccclved alde currcncj F o r  example, In rcfcr- 
ence t o  Ireland, he polnts out how the dccllne In the 
populat~on between 1840 and 1900 is hab~tual ly attrlbu- 
ted by the Irlsh people t o  harsh treatment by the Eng l~sh  
govcrnmcnt As a matter of fact between 1800 and 1840 
the I r ~ s h  people, llrlng under the samc government, grew 
In numbers pract~cal ly a s  r ap~d ly  a s  they decllned In the 
fol lou~ng s ~ x t y  jcars  The  explanat~on 1s tha t  In the 
earlier pc r~od  a p o l e ~ t y - s t ~ ~ c k c n  population had no re- 
sources evccpt the more and more intensive cultlvat~on 
of the land They lncrcased until the famlne of 1845 
illustrated nature's method of dealing w ~ t h  excessive 
human fecund~ty About the samc pe r~od  the develop- 
ment of steamsh~ps enabled the excessive population of 
Ireland t o  find new fields t o  cultlvatc across the Atlantic 
Cur~ouslv enough Ireland is one of the very few countrles 
In the world ahere faclllt~es for emigrat~on have led t o  a 
reduct~on of populat~on More usually, a s  Professor 
E a s t  polnts out, the space tha t  1s left by the outgoers 
t o  other countrles 1s qulchly filled by new Incomers Into 
the world I n  the case of India the most notable fact  13 

the rapid Increase In populat~on slncc the sovere~gnty of 
England establ~shed peace among prev~ously warring 
peoples T h a t  I n d ~ a  1s to-day over-populated there can 
be no posslble quest~on 

So also 1s Japan ,  and, as  everyone knows, the over- 
populat~on of J a p a n  ralses an  intcrnat~onal  problem, the 
aolut~on of which no one yet has been able t o  Indicate, 
exccpt upon lines of blrth control Professor E a s t  refers 
t o  hlrs  Sanger's v l s~ t  a couple of jears  ago and expresses 



tlie hope tliat her teachlng there may hale p r a c t ~ c a l  
results 

Deallng w ~ t h  the genela1 problem of the confllct be- 
taecn races, a problem ahlch constantlv affects the  men- 
t a l ~ t y  of mll i tar~sts  In d~ffcrent par t s  of tlie world, Pro- 
fessor E a s t  lnslsts tha t  In modern warfare even more 
than In anclent warfare bralns count more than numbers 
T h a t  IS a fact  which English people began t o  realize In 
the last war, and which they wlll realizc much more fully 
In the next F o r  when the conduct of war passes from 
the earth t o  the air, the actlvlty of a mere handful of 
flying men, a ~ d e d  by the braln power of a few skilled 
ehem~sts, mll  count more than hundreds of thousands of 
foot soldlers 

Lookcd a t  from t h ~ s  polnt of view, ~t 1s perfectly futlle 
for  tlie d~fferent na t~ons  of the world t o  thlnk tha t  they 
can strengthen themscl\es merely by m u l t ~ p l y ~ n g  them 
numbers Equally futllc 1s the hope tha t  by Improved 
methods of agr~cul ture  one race, o r  all races combined, 
can obtain an unlimited Increase of food supplies from 
the l~mtted area of the earth's surface As Professor 
Eas t  acll puts ~t "The finest and soundest agriculture 
In the world cannot keep a country from the depths of 
the most degrading mlsery ~f ~t continues t o  pack ~ t s  
te rn tory  with human bangs  w~thout  regard t o  whether 
there 1s room for them o r  no t"  The whole ease whlch 
this useful booh sets out t o  demonstrate In detall is finally 
summed u p  In one sentence t o  uhlch no answer can be 
made by persons whose bellefs are based on reason 
"Rational birth control IS just as  much a fundamental 
need as c o n s c r ~ a t ~ o n  of resources, equ~table laws, and 
healthy soe~a l  customs " 

ANOTHER BOOK ON POPULATION 

A Revtew by Malcolm H Bzssell 
POPULATIOAT, by Harold W r ~ g h t ,  w ~ t h  an  ~ n t r o -  

duc t~on  by J &.I Heyncs 179 pages Harcourt  
Brace & Co 

S INCE thls book 1s one of tlie Cambridge Economlc 
Handbooks, ~t IS natural t o  find the polnt of vlea of 

tlie econom~st predomlnatlng tlirougliout Yet other 
aspects of the subject are not neglected, and In spite of 
the small s17e of the book, hfr  W r ~ g h t  has glven a very 
comprelrensi~e summary of tlie populnt~on problem H e  
IS entirely d~spassionate in his dlscussion and a t  all t ~ m e s  
a ~ o i d s  scnsat~onahsm and exaggerat~on His book is 
simply o. clear and s t r a igh t fo raa~d  statement of facts, 
but ~t leaves the reader w ~ t h  a profound and lasting lm- 
presslon of the complcx~ty and-fundamental ~mportanee 
of the problem of populat~on 

The  first p o r t ~ o n  of the book 1s devoted t o  a b r~e f  re- 
VILW of anc~ent  and medieval Ideas regarding populat~on 
A whole chaptei IS then given t o  Iifalthus, In whlch thc 
fundamental t ru th  of the much-abused Malthuslan doc- 
trine 1s clcarly demonstrated by the a p p l ~ e a t ~ o n  of the 
I RW of D i m ~ m s h i n ~  Returns The  slgnlfieanee of this 
fac t  in relat~on to  present world e o n d ~ t ~ o n s  1s polnted 

out, and the s p ~ c i a l  ln l~~or tanee  of the supply of law 
materials, particularly coal and Iron, 1s emphasized W e  
are made keenly anare  of the temporary nature of the 
mushroom growth of population and prosperity aluch 
led t o  the complete d~srcgard  of tlie teachings of Malthus 
by the o p t ~ m ~ s t l c  school of econoniists and philosophers 
of the late c~glitccnth and the nineteenth centurles The 
end of tliat era of reckless exp lo~ ta t~on  and expansion 1s 
a t  hand, and once more the Malthuslan sliadou 1s falling 
across tlie w o ~ l d  

I n  the lat ter  pa r t  of the booh M r  W r ~ g h t  d~scusses 
the international, soc~olog~eal  and eugenlc aspects of the 
populat~on problem I t  would be well for the world a11 
d~plomats and laxrmakers would read and ponder oler  
the facts he so clearly sets forth Par t~cular ly  llluml- 
natlng 1s bls treatment of the popular fallacy t ha t  u a r  
is a remedy for  o\erpopolat~on No better demonstrat~on 
of the t ru th  of Rlr \Vnght's argument could be found 
than the condlt~on of Europc todap 

M r  W r ~ g h t  docs not attempt t o  offer a final solut~on 
of the complex problem of population He  does, how- 
ever, point out the road along whlcli we must move, and 
h ~ s  conclus~ons are par t~cula l ly  lnipre*sire because of the 
calm and scholarly way In wli~ch he has treated his sub- 
~ e c t  "There are," he sa js ,  "two rials In nhich mankind 
can meet the s ~ t u a t ~ o n  One 1s by lncreaslng the 
productlv~ty of Inbor, thc othcr is by restr iet~ng the 
b~r th- ra te  Both measures appear t o  be necessary ~f the 
world 1s t o  be a tolerable place in the jears  t o  come" 
Of these t ~ r o ,  the l l t t e r  IS the most miportant, for  "the 
populat~on problem can only be s o l ~ e d  by a deehne In 
the uorld's b~rth-rate," and "ue may hope tha t  manklnd 
may In tlme assume the conscious control of one of the 
greatest forces by nhicli the richness or poverty, the 
happiness or mlserv, of hls llfe on the cal th 1s determined 
-the power of populat~on " Furthermore, the need for 
lntelllgcnt a c t ~ o n  IS immed~ate and urgent "the factors 
discussed In thls handbook ma\,  ~f they are not modlficd, 
d e s t ~ o y  aestern cixi l~zat~on In a few jears ,  ~t may be tha t  
they have already underm~ned ~ t s  foundations " 

HUMAN IIIEEDS 

v 

\IIEEDS, by Edlth Summers Kelley, Harcourt,  Brace 
& Company, New York 

T H I S  r eahs t~c  picture of ken tuck^ tobacco-growers, 
tenants of hard-fisted land-owners, revcals another 

s ~ d e  t o  life In the Blue Grass S ta te  I t  is the ably wr~ t t en  
story of J u d ~ t h  Pipplnger, "a child of clear features, 
strong, s traight  body a rem~nder of earlier ploneer 
days when clear features and strong, s t i a~g l i t  bodies were 
the rule rather than the exception " 

L ~ k e  a flower springing up only t o  be choked by weeds 
IS J u d ~ t h ,  a v~vld, talented ~ d e a l ~ s t ,  contradicting every 
drab  note of her environment Rfarried a t  seventeen t o  
J e r ry  Blackfold, she goes t o  live In a two-room eabln 
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furn~shed a ~ t h  remnants from an  auc t~on  sale She works 
both afield and ~ndoors, laughlng a t  her toll, rejolclng 
In her crude romance Then chlldbearlng beg~ns--ch~ld- 
bearlng attendant r r ~ t h  unfalr palns and tasks but no 
lessening of work J u d ~ t h  rebels agalnst such mother- 
hood, wrfehood-aga~nst 11fe ~tself,  ~f ~t 1s t o  make but 
a helpless serf of her She loses her zest for good house- 
kecplng, she becomes l r r~ tab le  of temper, dull of face, 
desperate of heart 

Some years the scant crop falls and the wlntcr becomes 
a per~od of near-fam~ne The  cabln IS Inadequate, cold, 
cluttered w ~ t h  dlrtv, walling children, slopjars, unpalat- 
able food, r~ckety  furniture J u d ~ t b  has no mental out- 
let-not excepting the sedatlve of rellpon, unless ~t IS an  
occas~onal neurot~c iellval One such brlngs her under 
the magnct~c  spell of an  evangelist The thrlll of h ~ s  
personal~ty, the contrast from drudgery comblne to make 
Judlth g n e  herself t o  the evangel~st A deserted cabln 
becomes thew rendezxous, but when she IS pregnant w ~ t h  
the unwanted cli~ld the hason IS terminated, and she com- 
mlts abor t~on In prlm~tlve fash~on 

Je r ry  remalns In s t u p ~ d  Ignorance of what has trans- 
plred When J u d ~ t h  refuses t o  llve w ~ t h  hlm and brlng 
more p ~ t ~ f u l ,  undernourished ch~ldrcn Into a callous, un- 
farr  aorld-the lnev~table estrangement occurs J e r ry  
seeks consolat~on w ~ t h  a ne~ghhor woman But  they 
become reconciled durlng an  Illness of them l ~ t t l e  g ~ r l  

J u d ~ t h  abandons rebell~on, wondering Wha t  1s the 
use--who cares-who understands? All about her IS weeds' 
In  defeat, she dec~des t o  "go on for her allotted tlme bear- 
Ing and nurslng babes, rearrng them as  best she could 

some day she would be too old t o  work In the field 
and would s ~ t  In the k~tchen She would be called 'grand- 
mammy' then " 

E ~ e r y  advocate of Blrth Control should read "Weeds" 
and every opponent of Blrth Control should read ~t tw~ce  

PERIODICALS 

I n  Soctal Hygaene, the organ of the Amencan Soclal 
Hjglene A s s o ~ ~ a t ~ o n ,  for March, George E Worthlngton 
has a useful artlclc analvzlng the bill In behalf of chlldren 
born out of aedlock, nl11c11 has been endorsed by the New 
YorA Sta te  Commlssron t o  Examrne Laws Relatlng t o  
Chlld Welfare The  maln feature of the bill 1s tha t  ~t 
changes the b a s s  of such lcglslat~on from cons~dera t~on 
for the tax-payer and consequent fear  of the chlld becom- 
Ing a publlc charge, t o  cons~dcra t~on for  the well-be~ng 
of the chlld, who IS already under the hnndlcap of 1lleg1- 
t~macy,  but who 1s ent~tled t o  support from both bls 
parents 

chtld Health, the organ of the Amencan Cblld Health 
Assoclat~on, In ~ t s  February Issue contamed artlcles on the 
late D r  L Emmett Holt It made no ment~on In any of 
them of hrs open-m~nded courage In advocating Blrth Con- 
trol I t  1s drscourag~ng to read the accounts of elaborate 
and expenslve work done for cr~ppled, undernourished 

and "problem" chlldren, whlle so l ~ t t l e  IS belng done to shut 
off the stream of such chlldren, ever pourlng through the 
gates of blrtb to pollute the hfe-blood of the n a t ~ o n  

BOOKS RECEIVED 

From the Macmlllan Company, New York PEOBLEMS 
OF CHILD WELFARE, by George B Mangold, P h  D , Soclal 
Sc~ence Text  Books E d ~ t c d  by Rlchard T E ly  

From the Beaver Book Company, Buffalo, N Y 
RELIGI~US TEACAIN~ AND THE TRUTH ABOUT DOCTORS, 
by John Lockwood 

From the Boobs-Mernll Companv, Indlanapol~s THE 

NEW DECALOGUE OF SCIENCE, by Albert Edward Wig- 
g am 

From Albert and Charles B o n ~ ,  New York THE 
ELEVENTH VIEGIN, by Dorothy D a y  

From The  Children's Bureau, Washington, D C 
WORK OW CHILDREN ON TEUCK AXD SMALL-FEUIT FAEMS 
IN SOUTREBN NEW JERSEY 

From the F r ~ e n d s  of Mex~co Committee THE MIRACLE 
SerrooL, by Frank  Tannenbaum 

MARGARET SANGER'S OWN CORNER 
A Correspondent wntes "I would l ~ k e  t o  be 

stenhzed ~f I could be, and would just  hke t o  know 
what IS meant by ~t " 

As thls 1s a not Infrequent request, I am including 
my answer In my Corner 

Sterlhzat~on 1s an  opera t~on which in the female 
usually takes the form of a salp~ngcctomy, tha t  IS, 

cutting the falloplan tubes so tha t  the ova cannot 
reach the uterus, In the mnle ~t usually takes the 
form of vasectomy, tha t  IS, cuttlng the vas deferens 
The  female needs t o  s tay In the hospital a week 01 

ten days, whlle In the male the opera t~on 1s practl- 
cally no more than office treatment Nelther opera- 
t ~ o n  IF properly done IS dangerous t o  the patlent 

W e  do not thlnk sterlllzat~on adv~sable for  strong, 
healthy people, for they may change thew mlnds 
about havlng chlldren In four o r  five years' tune 
However, ~f there IS talnt  of l n s a ~ i t y  or  epllepsy In 
e ~ t h e r  husband's or  n~fc 's  ancestry, s ter lhzat~on is 
advisable The  operation Itself m11 cause no change 
In physical, mental o r  emot~onal hfe, nor will ~t de- 
prlve e ~ t h c r  the man or  woman of the normal espres- 
slon of them sex l~ves 

Any surgeon of good standlng can do e ~ t h e r  
opera t~on H e  must be convinced of ~ t s  adv~sabihty 
The  prlces would parallel those of other operat~ons 
t ha t  a re  done In the pa r t~cu l a r  locahty 

M S 
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News Notes 

UNITED STATES 
New York 

April 1 Mrs Sanger addressed the GuardIan 
Mothers of the Young Women's Hebrew Assocla- 
tlon, at  31 West 110th Street, New York 

April 4 Mrs Lewls L Delafield, Vlce-Presl- 
dent of the Amerlcan Blrth Control League, gave 
a luncheon In honor of Bertrand Russell A num- 
ber of prominent men and women were lnvlted to 
meet h ~ m  

April 5 The b~ l l  of the Amerlcan Blrth Control 
League, for the amendment of the law restnctmg 
B ~ r t h  Control, was mtroduced In the Assembly by 
Hon John Boyle, J r ,  of Suffolk Co It was re- 
ferred to the Rules Commlttee, as the Codes Com- 
m~ttee had already adjourned There was no tlme 
for cons~derat~on of the blll as the Legislature 
adjourned azne dze two days later The League 
appreciates M r  Boyle's integr~ty as a pol~tlclan In 
fulfilllng bls promlse, made to members of the 
League and other const~tuents Other Assembly- 
men had appeared to be favorable, but had faded 
to act Mr  Boyle's courage and h ~ s  sense of the 
value of the Blrth Control blll will recelve the 
approval of thousands of New York State voters 

Aprll 7 D r  Dorothy Bocker addressed a 
meetmg of the Cultural Clrcle of New York a t  the 
Hotel Astor 

Apr117 Mrs Sanger and D r  Bocker addressed 
a group of doctors at  the monthly evenlng cllnlc 
of D r  S Klelnberg of New York C ~ t y  Mrs 
Sanger spoke on the need for Blrth Control D r  
Bocker presented several cases Among the physl- 
clans who attended thls meetlng were Drs  I r a  S 
Wile and E E B r ~ l l  

NEW REVISU) EDITION ( 1  
1) What Every Girl 11 

April 9 The League of Advertlslng Women, 
meet~ncr a t  Keene's Chop House, l~stened to an 
addresy on Blrth ~ o n t r o f  by ~ a r g a r e t  Sanger 

Aprll 1 4  The Flrst Assembly Dlstrlct League 
of Women Voters of Brooklyn, N Y ,  a t  a meet- 
lng arranged by Alrs F 0 Atfield, J r  , took lip 
the subject of B ~ r t h  Control leglslatlon 

Aprll 15 Mrs Sanger spoke before the Soclal 
lsts of the Fourth and Fourteenth Assembly DIS- 
trlcts of Brooklyn 

Apr11 22 Mrs Sanger addressed a meetlng of 
the 15th Assembly Dlstrlct League of Women 
Voters, on the need for B ~ r t h  Control Leglslat~on 
In New York 

Should Know 

MARGARET SANCER 

H e r e  e a n  ~ n s t r u s h v s  book tha t  m l l  he lp  you gnlde 
your  girl o r  boy durnnp the  a p e  when sex first m a n l f u b  
~taelf-the moet f a s c ~ n a t m g  Interesting and  puzzlma 
pertod of thew l l v o b t h e  buddlng perlod called glrl 
hood and  boyhood 

l'hm book has  t h e  endorsement o f  educators, clergy- 
men, socral workers  and  physrcaans 

Pnce, $1 60 (covering postage) 

Order from 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 Rfth Avenue New York City 

0 many marcled couples yearn for chlldren th l t  
thowand3 of coptel of a new book by Dr H Wlll 

women Any famlly ~ntereatcd rn overcoming condrt~ons 
of nature that h ~ n d e r  the glft  of ch~ldren should wrlte 
for thjs free book today It describes a s~mple  home treat 
ment bared on the use of Sterlltone, a wonderful rclen- 
tthc tonlc that has had marvelous success all over the 
country In rel~evrng conntrtut~onal weakness 

Every woman who wants to lnve a normal happy life 
w ~ t h  llttle ones around her should conslder ~t her first 
duty to know what Sterlltone 1s and why r t  sheuld be so 
wonderful an  ard to her Read thzs lnttle book whlch 9 

sent wltbout charge or ablngatlon rn a p l a ~ n  envelope I t  
u ~ f o l d s  facts that most women never ha re  had explarned 
to them Simply send name today to Dr  H Wjll Elde-3, 
2001 Balllnger Bldg, St Joseph Mo 
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A p r ~ l  15 Mrs Kennedy spoke to the members 
of the 17th A D League of Women Voters, at  
Bedford L~bmry ,  Brooklyn, a t  8 30 P &I There 
was much ~nterested dlscuss~on and a major~ty 
\oted In favor of endorsmg the N Y State amend- 
ment 

Apr11 22 Mrs Sanger and Professor W~lllam 
F Ogburn of Columb~a Un~vers~ ty  w~l l  speak be- 
fore the members of the 15th A D League of 
Women Voters, at  3 30 P M T h ~ s  meet~ng w~ll  
be held a t  the res~dcnce of Mrs Otto Kahn, 1100 
Flfth Avenue, New York 

April23 The Board of D~rectors of the A B C 
League w~ l l  meet for luncheon at  the home of Rlrs 
F Robertson Jones, 137 E 66th S t ,  New York 

" 

Aprll24 D r  Bocker has been lnvlted to address 
students of the Johns Hopklns Med~cal School, 
In Baltimore 

Five 
New Books 
of Interest 

MANKIND 
AT THE 

CROSSROADS 

E d w a r d  i7.I Cart  $3 50 

BIRTH CONTROL- 
WHAT IT IS? 

L j d l a  Al len Devrlbtrr 111 D $1 75 

ONE LITTLE BOY 

H u g h  de Selzncourt 

THE PROBLEM 
OF POPULATION 

Haro ld  C o x  .%.I A $2 50 

Englrsh Cdrtron 

WHAT EVERY GIRL 
SHOULD KNOW 

i l lnrgnret Snagrr $1 50 

Order from 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 Rfth Avenue New York C~ty  

Mrs J B~shop Vandever IS arranging a meetmg 
at  her home m Kew Gardens, for the 5th of May 

The F ~ f t ~ e t h  Street Book Shop has made a 
specla1 w~ndow dlspl~y thls week of Mrs Sanger's 
three books-"Woman and the New Race," "The 
Plvot of Cm~l~zat~on," and the Englsh e d ~ t ~ o n  of 
"What Every G ~ r l  Should Know " 

D r  Aletta Jacobs of Holland has come to thls 
country to appear at  the conference of the 
Woman's International League for Peace and 
Freedom D r  Jacobs, who has been ~nterested In 
B ~ r t h  Control for women of her country, 1s one of 
the ploneer doctors in Holland and has done a 
great deal toward establ~sh~ng ~t as a medical and 
sclentlfic subject 

Baron and Baroness Ishlmoto of Tokyo, Japan, 
who are sponsormg the first B ~ r t h  Control clm~c In 
that country, are expected to arrlve m the Un~ted  
States the first of May D u r ~ n g  her lecture tour 
In Japan, Mrs Sanger was the guest of Baroness 
Ishlmoto, and it was after Mrs Sanger's memor- 
able tour of the Orlent that thls B ~ r t h  Control 
c l ~ n ~ c  was establ~shed The Amer~can B ~ r t h  Control 
League 1s plann~ng to have Baroness Ish~moto 
meet many of the women supporters of this move- 
ment In Amer~ca 

ONE of the vls~tors a t  Headquarters last month 
was D r  K Y Wao, a soman graduate of Hattke 
Med~cal College, Canton, Ch~na  She was anxlous 
lo uLldln I I ~ ~ U ~ I I I ~ ~ I U I I  111 ~rgrtrd tu L ~ I I I I L ~ ~  work In 
B ~ r t h  Control, as she expects to find much demand 
for contraceptives when In her professional work 
In Ch~na  

Three Japanese gentlemen, all connected w ~ t h  
the Tokyo Ra~lways, were also v~s~tors  at Head- 
quarters m Aprd They came to learn more of 
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Blrth Control and In the hope of seelng Mrs 
Sanger, of whose fame as the advocate of Birth 
Control, they had heard In t he~ r  own country 

The clintcal research work whlch has been car- 
rled on by D r  Dorothy Bocker slnce January, 
1923, has so greatly Increased in volume that ~t has 
been necessary to find someone to help and relieve 
her Thls need has been very happily met In D r  
Anne E Kuhner, who has taken up her duties in 
this department of work with enthusiasm and 
abllity D r  Kuhner is a real acquislt~on to the 
research department, and the Amer~can Blrth Con- 
trol League accords her a hearty welcome 

Accordmg to stat~stlcs glven out In the report 
of the N P State Hosp~tal  Co~nmlss~on, the total 
expenditure In 1923 for the care of the insane in 
the thlrteen State Hos itals was $14,386,834 44 
The cost per capita was $27 86 The total number 
cared for was 37,936, whlch was 7,281 in excess of 
the normal capacity of the ~ n s t ~ t u t ~ o n  These 
figures vlvldly illustrate the need of B ~ r t h  Control 
Clin~cs, a t  whlch discharged patients may be In- 
structed to avoid bequeathmg their defects to 
progeny 
Colorado 

The Colorado Blrth Control League 1s under- 
taking an educational campmgn whlch is arouslng 
both interest and opposit~on The Secretary of the 
League, Miss Ruth Vlncent, 1s taklng charge of 
thls work whlch is receiving support In the Denver 
Labor Bulletm, and thus reachmg the organized 
workers of the Rocky Mountain reglon 

There 1s no ment~on of prevention of concep- 
tion m the laws of Virglnla, but a bill has been 
Introduced in the present sesslon of the Leglslature 
whch would make it unlawful to sell, glve away 
or possess any appliance or instrument for the pre- 
vention of conception, w~thout maklng any exemp- 
t ~ o n  for the medlcal profession As soon as it was 
known that the blll was under considerat~on, pro- 
tests began to come In to the Committee on Moral 
and Social Welfare, whlch had it in charge W L 
McAtee of the Biological Survey, U S Depart- 
ment of Agriculture sent to the committee an ex- 
cellent statement on behalf of Blrth Control and 
agalnst proh~b~tory legislation The Amerlcan 
Birth Control League ulges friends of the more- 
ment in Vlrglnla to follow thls example and to let 
the Leglslature know their attltude on the bill 

Cal~forn~a 
D r  Wlll~am E Newman, a physician of Long 

Beach, Ca l ,  advocated the establ~shment of free 
Blrth Control clinics, In an address before 
the Berkeley C l ~ i c  Forum on March 18 H e  pre- 

F U N D A M E N T A L  
or the Beglnnrng of Thlngs 

An lnterestlng radical and scientific 
pamphlet by tha t  realistic writer, 
D r  P A Kane, modern view on the 
subject, twentj-five cents Originally 
published in THE CRUCIBLE, an 
agnostic weekly, one dollar per year 

Send I0 cent8 for aample coptsa 

RAYMER'S OLD BOOK STORE 
1330 Fvst Avenue - - Seattle, Wash 

A WAY OUT 
BY 

MAY PIERCE GUEST 

1s the only short story publ~shed 
glwng the near tragedy of the 
break-up of a happy manage, 
averted by a knowledge of B~rth 
Control 

TWENTY CENTS A COPY 

ORDER TODAY 

Published by 

BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
104 Fifth Avenue New York C~ty 

R I G  Y S PATENT OFFICE 

INSTEAD OF SUPPOSITORIES 
INSTEAD OF DOUCHES 

PREKONSOL la a safe soluble p a s t t a  aoothing remedy 
for leucorrhoea It d~aaolvea ~nstantaneously 

PREKONSOL can be used when a aoothtng or antisept~c 
douche would ord~nar~ly be used 

PRICE-$2 25, Postpaid 
THE PREKONSOL COMPANY 

25 Chambers Street Boston, Mass 



" T H E  ONLY ANTISEPTIC- 
J E L L Y  SUPPOSITORY " 

Recogn~zed as the most modern, saen- 
t~fic and efficacious form of vagmal medi- 
cation yet devised 

Recommended and prescr~bed by 
physlclans everywhere for its ant~sept~c 
quaht~es 

Entzrely Safe, Harmless and Convenzemt 

T R I A L  SAMPLE- Box - - - 10 C c m  

M E D I C O N E  C O M P A N Y  

50 John Street NEW YORK 
Phone John 3269 

SEX BOOKS Only for Professional and 
Advanced Adult Readers  

Desernptlve lists sent m sealed envelopes The most 
autherttotme uorba tncludmg Forel Ktrch Kraf t -Ebmg 
Robw Ynlchow and Ellts 

THE MODERN BOOK ASSOCIATION 
Formerly 01 New York Ci ty  

4150 S A N T A  MONICA BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, C A L  

'Books for Intellagent People' 

8 
marstin ress 
80 Fourth Avenue P ~ ~ " :  
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sented thls as the only solut~on for the problem of 
large farml~es whose chlldren are reared In circum- 
stances so unfavorable as to force them lnto the 
ranks of undesirables Such cllnlcs would be of 
great benefit both to the mothers and children and 
to  the community 

The Cztzzen, the Labor paper of Los Angeles, 
1s glvlng much attent~on to B ~ r t h  Control and 1s 
urglng ~ t s  advocacy on the ranks of Labor An- 
other proof of Interest In B ~ r t h  Control IS shown 
m the fact that Elizabeth RfcManus of Los Angeles 
will speak before the Soclal Workers' Conference 
m that c ~ t y  m May 

CANADA 
ON the evening of Thursday, March 20th, the 
Canadian Blrth Control League met a t  ~ t s  room3 
m the Womans' Bldg, 784 Thurlow Street, Van- 
couver, B C Two new members were enrolled 
The meeting, wlth Mr  A M Stephen, Hon 
Pres In the cha~r, dealt with the matters of chang- 
mg Domlnlon Statutes relat~ng to Blrth Control 
and the proposed Convent~on to be held during 
the sprlng or summer Mrs Scott-Drummond, 
Cor Sec, read letters from several Interested In 
the approaching Convent~on hlrs Kennedy's 
letter of Inquiry as to the possiblllty of a Conven- 
tlon showed the Interest of the Mother League 
The Secretary was Instructed to wr~ te  prospective 
speakers, prormnent in social reform work m 
Canada, m order to secure their Interest and co- 
operat~on m the Convent~on 

A letter from J S Woodsworth, M P P , in- 
t~mated that while he was completely In accord 
w ~ t h  the League's alms, he cons~dered that the t ~ m e  
was premature to introduce a request for amend- 
ment In the Domlnlon Parliament H e  suggested 
an educational campalgn dlrected to creating a 
body of public oplnlon to support Dominion mem- 
bers who are sympathet~c and mcllned to further 
our objects 

Rlrs L E Kean, Recording Secretary, read 
lnterestlng reports regarding the fight waged in 
Edmonton, Alta , by the Canad~an authoress, 
Nelhe AlcClung, to remove restr~ctions lmposed by 
the authorlt~es upon the clrculat~on of books of 
scientific value The Vancouver Dazly Sun, In 
an editorial, strongly supported the Canadian 
wr~ter  and declared that sex-education of the r ~ g h t  
sort IS a crylng need a t  present 

A d~scuss~on based upon the first chapter of 
Rfrs Sanger's "The Plvot of C~v~l~zation" con- 
cluded an evening full of promlse for the lmmedlate 
future of Blrth Control In Canada 



ENGLAND 
PROFESSOR E W MACBRIDE, V~ce-Char- 
man of the Eugenics Education Society, strongly 
advocated the enhghtenment of the people m 
regard to methods of Blrth Control, m an address 
before the University of Blrrmngham, on March 
14th 

The progress of the Birth Control movement m 
England IS s t r h g l y  ind~cated by the fact that 
there has come mto existence m London, the In-  
stitute of Blrth Control, L td  , whch undertakes 
to supply Birth Control mstruction to women a t  
a Iked fee The object of the Institute u frankly 
commercial-the promoters see m it a way of 
mahng money The doctors are up m arms against 
thls invasion of their provlnce But there would 
have been no room and no need for such an institute 
had the medical profession taken up  seriously the 
demand for Birth Control and equipped themselves 
to  supply this demand m thew melca l  pract~ce 
The explanation g~ven  by the &rector of the In-  
s t~ tu te  1s that "Medical practitioners are mdlfferent 
to the matter, and the appl~ances sold by chemists 
are often unsmtable for then buyers It IS essen- 
tial that treatment should be individual, and the 
Institute is prepared to give this mdividual treat- 
ment for a fixed fee " The promoter of the Insti- 
tute has secured a woman doctor to conduct it 

FRANCE 
N O  great results seem as yet to have resulted 
from the campaign in France agamst Birth Con- 
trol L e  Petzt Bleu characterizes all efforts that 
have hitherto been made as "grotesquely or sunplj 
ridiculous " It asks w ~ t h  scorn what effect can be 
hoped for by the offer of "material encouragements 
to larger families" whch vary from 50 to 300 
francs, and this a t  a time when a trip from Paru 
to Nice and back costs 600 francs I n  its turn, 
however, it offers a new scheme of mducements to 
Frenchwomen to "'fazre des eltfants" whch u prob- 
ably mtended to show the absurdity of all such 
efforts The great mer~ t  of the scheme is that it 
would not cost the nation any money-not even the 
50 to 300 francs which seemed so inadequate The 
suggestion u that the mothers of large farmlies 
should be given the vote-a privilege whch would 
enable them to say with scorn to them childless 
neighbors "Moi, je vote pour Untel " The sense 
of superiority wh~ch this would g v e  to a woman 
would compensate her for many sacrifices As for 
the men, the suggest~on is that the d t a r y  semce 
period should be shortened for any young man who 
married before serving his term m t h  the army- 
the remainder of his tralnimg to be accomphshed 
through a series of years, n ~ t h  only a few days m 
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TOXME-JGght urjectzon. two months before rose or 
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RATIONAL LIVING 
-A hlagazlne devoted to health conservation and expoalng 
dishonesty In all healing professions- 

Ratlonal Healing-The Age of Innocence by S D Sehmlrl 
hauson-P1~110rorrh-i of the Hike by W H Hull-Phe Center 
Of Eye~lght  by IIsry Dudderidg-Labor and Health (Nin 
1ng)-Ch11d Car-Yormsl Sea Llf-Vegetarlanlsm-The Heal 
ers norel-Health Book l~evlera-Ed~torlsls-l11~8tr~ti~n~- 
Etc-All this In the double current Issue-40 eentn 
Uebnte on Chlroprnr t~c20 cent? 
The Truth About Insolin and Dlabetea-Tour Eyes-Ratlonal 
Hesl~np-\orma1 Sex Lif-An Oplnlon About Doctor Tllden 
of Denver-Lte Illustrated a0 cents 
The Truth Aboot the Abrams Methods (Best investigstI0n)- 
n'hat 1s Cancer How to P r e ~ e n t  end Cure it?-20 cents 

Sam Dr Haven Emcrson former health commissioner of 
h w l o r k  Clty In the S u r ~ e y  Dr Ilber the falthful 
teacher and promoter of health has made a speelal study 
of the Abrams methods 
And the editor of the Selentific Amerrcan wntes I n  the 
Course of our Abrams Inxestlgatlon we hare had ample 
OPpertunity to study a great deal of literature on thls 
subject 1 do not hesitate to say that your article Is 
by far the clearest and mort loplcal dlseussion of this 
verg mysterious and elushe subject 

All four numbers together one dollar instead of $1 10-Resu 
lar nubscription $2 00 

Second enlarged edltion of 
THE CHILD A I D  THE HOME 

B y  B Llbsr 

DfOst modern Ideas on the hrxnglng up of children by a 
physielan and teacher-Common Lrrors-Prsctieal A d v l c e  
Instances from Ltf-Sex Health and Food Problems-For 
Parellts and all interested In children-Praised and dlseussed 
by Anatole France G Stanley Hall Upton Slnclalr Bolton 
Hell Hegwood Broun by many educators teachers Intel11 
Bent parents by the liberal radleal conservative whlte and 
colored medical and lay press In U 8 Europe Anstralla 
Japan-320 pages 
Cloth $2 50 paper $1 50 Together wtth subserlption to Re 
tlonaI Ll\lng cloth $4 00 Instead of $4 50 paper $3 00 Instead 
Of $a 50-Address RATlOhAL LIVING Hamilton Grange P 
0 BOX 43 New Yark N Y 

PULVOSAN 
VAGINAL DOUCHE POWDER 
AND GENERAL ANTISEPTIC 

The Vagtnal Douche has  been taught for  centurtes 
for at. lmportance t o  the  general health IS 80 v ~ t a l  that  
n o  woman can afford no t  t o  practtce zt It 1s a s  esaenttal 
t o  bodily purlty as 1s a sponge a tooth bruah o r  a towel 
and  In fact a thouaand tlmea more so  

Bodrly Purity means bodlly Heal th  PULVOSAN a s  a 
vaginal douche no t  only promotes cleanllnes. but  ~t all= 
vlatss p a ~ n  reduces tnflammatlon a n d  them constant 
secretion and often acts  a s  a general ~nv tgora to r  and  
tonlc to  the  entlre syatem 

Female troubles are nearly all fought and cured by t h e  
v a g ~ n a l  douche A small q u a n t ~ t y  of PULVOSAN added 
to  a ayrlnge full of water  and  used dally wrll correct 
Leucorrhea and other  vaginal disturbances It destroys 
putrid odors and produces the  clean sanltary aensatlon 
desrred by women of refinement 

PULVOSAN 1s a thorough anttrepttc and  prophylactic 
ages t  and  can be used wherever a n  an t~sep t l c  solution 
may be dealred A small quantaty dlrsolved In water 
makes a n  excellent wet dreaazng f o r  wounds a mouth 
wash o r  sore throat  gargle 

PRICE, ONE DOLLAR PER BOX 
At Drug Stores 

or wt21 be mntled postage prepatd on reeetpt  o f  prace 

TABLAX COMPANY 
Pharrnaceut~cal Laboratones 

336 East 166th Street New York, N Y 

each year The campaign agalnst family l~mitat~on 
has surely reached an impasse when proposals such 
as these can be put forward wlth apparent serlous- 
ness 

INDIA 

THE Birth Control League of Bombay, whose 
pres~dent is Professor N S Phadke, IS now en- 
gaged In preparing translations of Blrth Control 
books and leaflets to supply the needs of many 
enquirers who cannot read Engl~sh As a first step, 
it has arranged wlth the proprietors of Hzndusthan, 
the Gujrathi daily of Bombay, for the publication 
In that language of what appears in Bzrth Control, 
the organ of the League, which appears weekly as 
a supplement to The Soczalzst 

Rlr R D Karve sends us the following letter 
whlch he contributed to the Indzan Soczal Re fo rwr  
Rir Rarre evplalns that he is not opposed to work 
for infant melfare, but that he sees great rlsk In 
calrying ~t out in India before the establishment 
of Birth Control 

At  a t i m e  uhen such n fuss is b e ~ n g  made about In-  

fant welfare, a v e r y  laudable effort by the w a y ,  people 
are apt t o  forget that there 1s another s l d e  t o  the 
q u e s t l o n  

Recently a medical w r l t e r  had the courage to put 
~t I n  plain nords I n  an article I n  the Lancet He 
nghtly contended that t o  enable more I n f a n t s  t o  sur- 
v lve  means s l m p l y  to aggravate the evl ls  of over- 
population, u n e m p l o y m e n t  and consequent starva- 
t ~ o n ,  overcro~vd~ng and l n s a n i t a t l o n  and so on These 
ev l l s  are particularly observable in I n d l a ,  w l t h  ~ t s  
b l r t h  and death rates the greatest m all the world 
No funds can support all the extra b a b l e s  all them 
l ~ v e s  H o w  long wi l l  they s u r v i v e ?  w h o  wl l l  prc- 
v l d e  money for  them b r i n g l n g  u p ?  Who w ~ l l  find 
e m p l o y m e n t  for  t h e m ?  What 1s to become of them 
l f  none is f o u n d ?  It wlll s e r v e  to make labour cheap, 
w41cb 1s perhaps desirable from the c a p l t a l l s t ' s  p o l n t  

of view, c e r t a i n l y  not from the labourer's No won-  

der c a p l t a l l s t s  are w i l l ~ n g  to subscr~be large sums 
fo r  the movement' Are they g o l n g  to feed them 
a f t e r r r a r d s ?  They are powerless to d o  that even l f  

they should n15b to It 1s not money that feeds peo- 
ple, l t  is food 

Infan t  nelfare movements can only do real good ~f 
they c o m e  a t  the proper t lme ,  when p o p u l a t l o n  1s 

well n l t h l n  the l l m l t s  of the produc~ng c a p a c i t y ,  and 
then probably they w ~ l l  be unnecessary I& us 
therefore have a B l r t h  Control week first and then 
we can l f  necessary have a Baby Week Till then it 
1s a show,  n n d  n o t h l n g  more 
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PALESTINE 

THE movement for B ~ r t h  Control is mak~ng 
progress among the Zlonists In Palestme, and 1s 
meeting wlth the lnevltable opposltlon which always 
develops as soon as the movement shows any 
strength Dour Hoyom, a Zlonist newspaper In 
Jerusalem, has been maklng strong complaints 
aga~nst the tendency towards Blrth Control among 
the younger generation of Zionlsts 

Comlng Events 
Mrs Anne Kennedy, Execut~ve Secretary of 

the American Blrth Control League, is plannlng 
to spend the months of June, July and August on 
the Pacific Coast She will be glad to get Into com- 
lnunication beforehand w~ th  any individuals or 
organizations that are inte~ested In Birth Control 
Please address her at  the Headquarters of the 
League, 104 Fifth Avenue, New York Clty 

Mrs Sanger has received lnvltations to vislt both 
Indla and Russla In the interest of Blrth Contlol 
The lnvltatlons come from groups m the various 
universities, and she 1s assured that arrangements 
would be made fol lectures that would reach a wlde 
range of people A t  present no declsion has been 
,tirived a t  concerning these proposed tours 
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Rent 
P u b i ~ u t y  
Pr~nt tng  and Stat~onery 
Telephone and lelegragh 

Total Cash Disbursements 32,94020 

PALAXCX-~!MR a BANK, December 31, 1923 $ 891 46 

T H E  BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
STATXXENT O r  Iwcolra AND Expexsr 

Year Ended December 31. 1925 
INCOME 

Subscrrptrons and Sales 
Advertlsrng 
Profit on bale of Literature 

Total Income 
EXPENSE 

Pulhcatson 
Prlntrng and Paper 
Cots and Drawlngs 
Foldlng and Malllng 
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~ d . c r t l s i n ~  276 68 
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BROADCASTING 
BIRTH CONTROL 

Thrs  ts an opporttcntty f o r  every advocate of  Brrth Control,  BARRING N O N E- t o  co-  
operate effectrvely 

Yot ir  personal e f for t  zs the power that sends thrs humane  message of help  to  a wat t tng and 
~ a o n t t n g  world  

I F  Y O U  ARE rnterested, you wt l l  prove at to-day 

W t l l  you place on the coupon below at least one o f  the  numbers and fatthficlIy fulfill 11s 
nqreement 

What You C a n  Do 
1 Pledge a yearly contr~but~on toward the maintenance of our Headquarters $ 

2 Pledge a yearly contr~but~on toward our free d ~ s t r ~ b u t ~ o n  of educat~onal l~terature $ 

3 Send a contr~but~on toward our Leg~slat~ve campalgn $ 

4 C ~ v e  a copy of Woman and the New Race and The Rvot of C lv~l~za t~on  
by Margaret Sanger to your local L~brary (Regular price $2 00 per volume ) $3 50 

5 Enter your own subscr~pt~on ~mmed~ately to the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 2 00 

6 Enter a subscr~pt~on to the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW for your doctor, mln- 
~ster, or local l~brary c 200 

7 Become a member of the Amer~can B~rth Control League 1 00 

8 Enroll your neighbor as a member of the League so she w~l l  also know about our 
work thru the News Letters sent to members 1 00 

9 Come personally to Headquarters and volunteer your spare ttme In ass~st~ng 
w~th  the volum~nous and Important work to be done 

10 Send for coples of our free l~terature and pass them on 

H e l p  U s  T o o d a y !  
____ ______-__-_____-- - ----- ----------- ---------- 

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE, Inc , 
Margaret Sanger, Pres~dent, 

104 Faftb Avenue, New York C~tp 

I can help most effectrvely by plan numbers 
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