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Editorial

E TIME MAY not be far distant when the mnvitation to

Mrs Sanger to visit Japan, China and India, in the in
terest of the Birth Control movement may be recogmzed as an
event of first class political and sociological importance—of
more mmportance to the fate of civilization than all the delib
erations of statesmen at the Disarmament Conference at Wash
mgton which has just come to an end The greatest threat to
the peace of the world 13 to be found in the teeming populations
of Asia During the nmeteenth century Japan more than
doubled her population She has now reached the limit of her
resources and the pressure on means of subsistence 1s so great
that she 1s obliged to find some outlet for her superfluous
numbers Chma 1s 1 the gnp of one of the periodic famines
which are nature’s cruel method of balancing food supphies
and mouths that want feeding India 1s seething with dis
content, but no politica} revolution will relieve the distress of
the people so long as the birth rate remams so high and the
masses of the people multiply so much fsater than the means
of feeding and clothing them

The Japanese are clear thinkers, and they realize the
dilemma 1n which their country 1s placed On the one hand
they may remamn withm their own borders and starve, on the
other they may overrun the countries belonging to other na
tions and subject themselves to the enmity and suspicion of
the rest of the world. Only by one method can they keep the
peace and yet live, and that method 1s by Birth Control—by
bringing about m each mdividual family a balance between
food and the number of mouths to eat it The eagerness of
the progressive Japanese to study the question of Birth Control
15 a guarantee of their desire to be at peace with the world, and
to preserve therr own nation itact and prosperous without
mterfering with the integrity and prosperity of other nations
‘The question 18 equally mmportant for China But 1n the case
of Chmna 1t 18 the Chinese people themselves who suffer most
from over populaion Owmng to their peaceful and more
mert character as a nation, they accept their own fate withont
threateming the safety of other nations But the world can
no longer sit by 1 comfort and see any nation perishing from
starvation, and nature’s method of keeping the balance m
China 1s angnily rejected as cruel and barbarous by the civ-
ihized world It 1s but a very small beginning on a tremendous
problem that one single indiidual can make But the fact
that Mrs Sanger has been mwited to speak to the thinking men
and women of these three nations shows that the openmg has
come, and that a little ray of light and hope 13 stealing through

mtorthe darkness of those untold multitudes of sufferers 1n the
Orient,

OTHING BUT GOOD to the Birth Control movement has
come of the attempt to stop public discussion of the
question 1 New York, of the outpourings from Roman Catholic
sources, and of all the investigaung by the New York City
officials The friends of the movement rejoice 1 the enormous
amount of publicity which has been given to Birth Control
An expenditure of tens of thousands of dollars would not
have secured the wide-spread advertising of their cause which
has been effected through the acthion of its enemes The fact
that there was interference with the nght of free speech
brought to the aid of Mrs Sanger and her associates men and
women of high standing who were 1 no way connected with
the Barth Control movement, and the absurd conduct of the
city officials was too good an opening for attack to be allowed
to pass by the large and influential newspapers of New York
who are opposed to the present admimstration Each adjourn
ment of the hearmg before Commissioner Hirshfield made
more news for the papers, and kept Birth Control longer m
the pubhic eye The movement 1s indeed fortunate n the en
emies that 1t has made

As regards the opposition on the part of certain dignitaries
of the Roman Catholic Church, it must not be overlooked that
the Church itself has not yet spoken authontatively on the
question, and that therefore the opposition of priests and
bishops 15 only a matter of individual opinion The mndividuals
may be for the present exceedingly influential, but they have
not enunciated finally the doctrine of the Church on the ques
tion  That the Church will probably be wiser than any of these
noisy opponents 1s indicated by the fact that it has already
moved some distance towards Birth Control The fact that at
1 generally conceded even by these opponents that Birth Con
trol through abstinenee 1s not wrong, 1n reality gives the whole
case away It concedes the principle that parents have a right
to limit the number of their children The means by which
this limitation may be secured 1s after all secondary to the
prinaiple of limitation, and when the medical profession 1s
free to take up the subject and to make a real scientific study
of its possibilities, there may be discoveries made which wall
greatly alter the attitude of men and women towards the use
of contraceptives The Roman Catholic Church has contin
nally moved forward It has accepted scientific facts and
theortes after having made martyrs of their discoveries We
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may expect nowsy and energetic opposition from the Roman
Catholics for a long time to come, but we may also expect that
when Birth Control 15 generally adopted as a nstional policy
by the more enlightened countries of the world, the Roman
Catholic Church will give 1t its blessing, and perhaps insist on
the responsibility of parents as earnestly as it now 1nsists on
their entire 1rresponsibility as regards the number of their
offspring

HE BIRTH CONTROL Movement mn the United States
passed another milestone last November when the Amer

1can Birth Control League was formed. The League was neces
sary to show the sirength of the Movement and the support that
will be given to the demand for the legalization of Birth Con
trol knowledge Mrs Sanger and her friends feel that the
first step 18 the creat:on of a great body of public opimon m
favor of the mnght of human beings to exercise reason and
choice 1n regard to bringing new human beings into existence

News
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and agamnst applying the rule of chance to this stupendously
mmportant matter Perhaps the public opimon already exsts
If so, 1t needs to be demonstrated The only way to force upon
our representatives and legislators the conviction that the laws
need to be changed 15 to show them that the demand from the
people who elect them 1s so sirong that it cannot be denied
Such a demand can only come through orgamization If, wathin
a few months of its formation, the Birth Control League can
show a membership of a million men and women throughout
the forty-exght states, the days of persecution will be over, and
the hour of triumph will be at hand To bring this about and
thus shorten our fight, we are asking each reader of the REviEw
to secure ten new members for the League, ten people, each
willing to give name and dollar to help to insure the per
manence of our ewilization and the prospenty of our Nation
Birth Control 1s the greatest hope that at the present moment
can be offered to humamity Will you not help to roll up our
membership to the mlhon mark?

Notes

Under this heading u s our intention to keep track of developments, month by month, in the movement for Buth Control, both
here and abroad We ask our readers to cooperate by sending us information, from newspaper or other sources of anything that
goes on n thew home districts—especially when these districts are away from New York, where this REVIEW 1s published

EFORE THIS ISSUE of the Birra ContROL REVIEW 18
m the hands of our readers, Margaret Sanger will be
approaching Japan She expects to remain there for at least
two months, during which hime she will give several series of
lectures, and will get into touch with all the forward looking
orgamzations of thinkers in that country The inwitation to
ber came from 2 group of progressives who publish “Kaizo,”
a magazine devoted to the interests of the country and of
humanity While 1n Japan, Mrs Sanger will be the guest
of Baroness Ishimoto, daughternlaw of the former
Secretary of State for War Difficulties were placed in her
way by delay m granting her passport, and then by a refusal
on the part of the Japanese to vise it. These difficulties were,
however, eventually overcome

On her way to Japan, Mrs Sanger stopped over at Honolulu,
where she had an wnvitation conveyed by Mr Ulnck Thomp
son to speak before meetings arranged by the women’s clubs
of Hawan The women of Honolulu are taking a great inter
est 1n Mrs Sanger’s conung, and have assured her of a good
reception and large audiences

After leaving Japan, 1t 1s planned that Mrs Sanger will
visit both Chuna and India, taking her message into both of
these over populated countries The mvitation to China comes
through some Chinese gentlemen who were in Washington for
the Disarmament Conference.

The weeks before leaving for Japan were busy weeks for
Mrs Sanger—so busy and so fatiguing that she was oblhiged to
cancel the mass meeting which had been arranged for Feb
ruary 5th, at the Lexington Opera House, New York City In
place of this meeting 1t 13 planned to hold a huge meeting
on her return from the Orient—a return that will be made by

way of London, where she will attend the International Birth
Control Congress m July

HE FOLLOWING MEETINGS and conferences, held since
the January REVIEW went to press are worthy of mention
here
January 23 —At Kew Gardens, L. I Mrs Sanger spoke at
a meeting at the home of Mrs J P Vandever, the attendance
mcluded a large number of women from Flushing

January 30 —The first Pennsylvania State Conference on
Birth Control held at the Hotel Ratz Carlton A description
of this Conference written by Miss Mary Winsor, 1s given else-
where 1n our pages

February 5 —A dinner in honor of Mrs Sanger was given
at the Cosmopolitan Club, New York City, by a group of
friends who are closely associated with her mn the Birth Con
trol League Mrs Juliet Barrett Rublee acted as toast
mistiress

February 6 —A meeting of the Lenox Hill Hospital Alumm
wag held with forty members present. Mrs Kennedy gave an
address on the “Fundamental Principle of Birth Control”
Thirty persons jomned the League,

February 7, 8 —Two meetigs were held at Rochester, in
the ballroom of the home of Mrs T J Swanton On the
evening of the 7th the meeting was for members of the medical
profession It was well attended and great interest was mam
fested—the meeting bemng protracted until after 11 P M As
1n other cases where the subject has heen discussed by doctors,
the outstanding feature was the 1gnorance of the subject on
the part of most of those who were present. The following
afternoon the large room was crowded with a representative
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audience of the women of the eity At both meetings Mrs
Sanger was the principal speaker

February 9 —At the mvitation of Mrs G E Minthorn, Mrs
Sanger addressed a group of representative women at her home
1 Buffalo

FEBRUARY 10 —Continuing her way across the continent,
Mrs Sanger next stopped at Detroit, where a luncheon

had been arranged at the Hotel Statler Over 360 representa
tive men and women were present, and one hundred new mem
bers joined the League as a result of Mrs Sanger’s talk Mrs
Wm A McGraw presided and mtroduced Mrs Sanger In the
evenmg a public meeting was held in the Auto Workers’ Hall
The capacity of the hall 1s 1200, but the audience far outran
this number and hundreds were turned away One feature of
this meeting was the eagerness of the people for literature,
which was sold through the audience by Miss Agnes Inghs

February 11 —Mrs Sanger reached Chicago A tea at
which she was the guest of honor was given by Mrs E W
Bemis 1n the afternoon to the Chicago members of the League

February 13 —Mrs Sanger addressed a meeting arranged
by the Chicago Women’s Club The sudience was large and
Tepresentative and the usual interest was shown 1n the subject
of Birth Control

February 16 —A meeting was held under the auspices of the
King Manor Association of West Hempstead, L. I, President
Mrs Wm W Gillen The subject chosen by the Association
was “Social Aspects of Birth Control, and an address was given
by Mrs Anme G Porrit

February 19 —A farewell mass meeting, arranged by Mrs
Clare Shipman of the American Women’s Independence Com
mittes, was addressed by Mrs Sanger in San Francisco A
fuller account of this—her last meeting before sailling——wall
be given i our next 1ssue

EBRUARY 17 —The adjourned hearing on the breaking
up of the Town Hall Meeting by the police on November

13th was held by Commussioner Hirshfield It will be recalled
that at the first hearing on January 24th, the Commissioner
refused to allow Mr Marsh to conduct the hearmg and broke
up proceedings “m a huff”—to quote one of the New York
daily newspapers A second hearing was called for February
2nd, but this tzme the Commussioner neglected to call the wit
nesses requested by Mr Emory R Buckner, of the firm of
Rost, Clark, Buckner & Howland Mr Buckner appeared in
place of Mr Marsh, to conduct the hearing on behalf of the
committee headed by Mr Paul Cravath, which had taken up
the cause of free speech and demanded the maquiry as a pro
test agamst 1llegal police mterference with the constitutional
rights of Amernicans Ewvidence concerning the breaking up of
the meeting was given by Monroe Block, Albert De Silver,
J Noah H Slee, Mrs Lewis L Delafield and Dr Lydia De
Vilbiss The hearing was then postponed until February 17th,
to allow the calling as witnesses of the policemen who had
had to do with the breaking up of the meeting At this third
hearing Captain Donahue who stopped the meeting, Thomas
J Murphy, the young police stenographer who arrested Mrs
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Rublee, after she had given evidence at the hearmg before
Inspector Lahey and Assistant Disirict Attorneys Gibbs and
Wilson, were placed on the stand An effort was made to se
cure evidence also from Mr M W Dolphin, Assistant Cor
poration Counsel, but he was not present when called by Mr
Buckner The examination of these witnesses brought out
clearly and unmistakably two facts First, that all the three
women arrested—Mrs Sanger, Mrs Rublee and Miss Winsor
were absolutely innocent of any crime and that the arrests
were an unwarrantable interference with their Liberty, and
second, that there was no legal justification whatever for
breaking up the meeting

MR BUCKNER INSISTED in his examination of Captain
Donahue that 1t was the police who had caused the dis
order “As I interpret it” he said, “the Captan violated the law
which reads ‘A person who without authority of law wilfully
disturbs any assembly or meeting, not unlawful in 1ts character
18 guilty of a misdemeanor’” His exammnation of Captamn
Donahue proved that no law had been violated before the
police mterfered The question as to who sent the message
ordermg the stopping of the meeting to the precinct desk Lieut
enant who passed the order on to Captain Donahue was not
seitled, but 1t was brought out that Monsignor Dineen had been
present at the meeting and had made a complaimnt to Captan
Donahue concerning the presence of children In commenting
on the mvestigation, Mr Buckner said, “Whether or not some
of the individuals who were arrested will take further action
I cannot say” He evidently felt that there was ample basis
for damages on the part of the three leaders who had been put
to so much trouble by the action of the police
February 20 —To clear up the question of the origin of the
order given to Captain Donahue, Commissioner Hirshfield held
a supplementary hearing at which evidence was given by Inspec
tor Bolan According to his testimony and to that of desk
Lieutenant Courtenay, Captain Donahue acted on his own
itiative m stopping the meeting The only order given to him
was that he should take a number of policemen to the meeting
and see that the law was not violated Apparently all that
remains to be said of the occurrence 1s that “somebody blund
ered,” and that even m New York the authorities dare not
arrogate to themselves the right to stop a meeting simply be
cause they do not approve of 1t

FOREIGN NOTES

TWO NEW BIRTH Control clinics have been opened in
London One of these at Walworth, 1s under the auspices
of the Malthusian League, and has been well supported in the
London press The other, near the Elephant and Castle—one
of the landmarks of South London—is being conducted on
lines sumlar to those of Welfare Centers Both are serving

vast areas of congested population
The Umited Farm women of Alberta in their yearly conven
tion, considered a proposal to remove “all barriers due to legal
Testrictions, tradition, prejudice or ignorance, which now pre
vent parents from access to such scientific knowledge on Birth
Control as 1s possessed by the medical profession” As the
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delegates felt that they had not been empowered to pass this
resolution it was referred back to the locals, to be considered
duning the current year and to be brought up agamn at the
next Convention in January, 1923

HE FIRST [NTERNATIONAL Neo Malthusian and Birth
Control Congress 1s to be held in London, July 4 7,
under the auspices of the Malthusian League An mwtation
has been sent to the Amencan Birth Control League to send as
large a delegation as possible There will be a small fee for
each delegate attending, and a contribution towards the ex
penses of the Congress will be asked from each orgamzation
that takes part in it A tentative draft of the Sections so far
arranged by Mrs Drysdale 1s as follows
General Birth Control Section—Chairman, Mrs Margaret
Sanger
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Eugeme Section—Chatrman, Professor E. W McBnde
Medical Section—Chairman, Sir Arbuthnot Lane

Hygienic Preventives Section—Chairman, Dr Norman Harre
Economic Section—Chasrman, Dr C V Drysdale

Pohtical Section—Chairman, Mr Harold Cox

The program wiil mclude visits to the clinics, a big public
meeting 1 Kensington Town Hall, an outdoor meeting 1n
South London, and an excursion to Dorking to the home of
Thomas Robert Malthus

Mrs Sanger 1s planming to reach London in time for this
Congress, and the nuclens of a delegation has already been
formed 1n New York Any members of the League who would
be interested and able to attend are mvited to send their names
at once to Mrs Ann Kennedy, Secretary, Birth Control League,
104 Fifth Avenue, New York City

Balancing Our Population

By T N Carver

ERE IS NOT the slightest doubt that the differential
birth rate 1n all crvilized countries constifutes a serious
menace to cwvilization Every amimal breeder knows what
would happen to lis herd if the best amimals had the fewest
offspring and the poorest had the largest number Nor 1s
there the shightest doubt that, 1n the interest of social progress
or the permanence even of our civilization, the intellectual
classes should have more children There seems, however, to
be nothing that can be done about 1t by the government through
1ts one power of exercising compulsion over peaple The only
possible way of accomplishing anything here 1s through a
direct appeal, evangelical or otherwise, to the intellectual
classes Unfortunately, there 1s no orgamzahon today, either
religious or ethical, that 1s capable of making any effective
appeal to the intellectual classes who are, perhaps, i greater
need of it than any other class Here lies the greatest need
of our civilization
It 18 equally rlear that there ought to be a lower birth rate
among the non ntellectual classes, especially those that are
near the boltom of the economic and social scale These are
the people to whom practically all our religions and ethical
orgamzations make their special appeal Perhaps 1t would be
more accurate to say that these are the only people who can
be effectively reached by the ordmary evangelical appeal Un
fortunately, many of our religlous and evangelical organiza
tions have perverted their function and are making a dia
metrically wrong appeal to such people, encouraging them to
spawn rather than to build families 1n a constructive sense
When we come to the very lowest individuals, namely, the
feeble-minded, probably even the evangelical appeal becomes
meffective, jJust as economic foresight has long been ineffective
as a means of control In dealing with this class of defectives,
authority 15 probably the only agency Segregation n nst
tutions 15 doubtless the best method available at the present
tume Such people are mncapable of mamntaming a standard of

living Having no regrets for yesterday and no fears for to
morrow, they live on the impulse of the moment and follow
their procreative tendencies with as little restramt as the lower
ammals They can easily fill the world with the feeble minded
unless authority intervenes fo check the process

UNF ORTUNATELY, THERE are certamn powerful interests
that oppose any attempt at restriction, even among the
feeble minded It has been demonstrated that morons and
high grade umbeciles make most excellent cannon fodder
Every military adventurer and every one who wants to ape a
mulitary adventurer has therefore encouraged spawning on the
part of such people They also make docile parishicners
Every priest of a supershitious religion, therefore, wants to see
them muluply They can also be tramned into excellent house-
hold servants and unskilled workmen All those who want
cheap help 1n the kitchen—and they include a great many who
are willing to shed tears over the woes of the laboring man
m the abstract—and every one who wants cheap labor of any
kand has a special economic motive for encouraging the propa
gation of morons and of others that are close to the border
line
Most of us, if we thought exclusively of our own personal
mterests and had no interest whatever m social progress or
crvilization, would like to see our own possible competitors
thinned out, hikewise the possible competitors of our children
If we followed this narrow, selfish interest of ours, we of the
mtellectual classes would all naturally encourage sterility
among others of our own class That would leave a better
opportunity for our own children At the same tume, we
should all encourage the multiplication of numbers of other
classes who cannot by any possibility compete with us, but
who may serve us mn various capacities It 15 not until we get
away from this narrow and stupidly selfish pomnt of view, and
begm 1o look to the permanent interests of the society to which
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we belong that we begin to think of ways and means of bal
ancing up our population This can only be done by encour
aging the multiplication of those who have shown the con
structive qualities that make civibzation, and discouraging
the multiplication of those who only furmsh the brick and
mortar Anyone who really and intelligently desires to see
greater equality of economic opportunity and of economic con
dition must see that the greatest present cause of mequality 1s
the differential barth rate, and that the only effective and per
manent cure for this 1s a balancing up of the birth rate  Thas
will make constructive talent relatively more abundant than
1* now 1s, and the brick and mortar of civilization relatively less
abundant This would considerably reduce the incomes of
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those few who are now capable of building civilizabion, be
cause there would be more compehtion among them At the
same time, 1t would materially increase the incomes of the
classes that are now poor because of the overcrowding of the
unskilled occupations and the low wages resulting  Any one,
therefore, who does not favor any reasonable program for bal
ancing the birth rate must be suspected, whatever lus profes
sions, of desiring to see the present mequalities preserved or
mcreased He 1s beyond all question working as effectively
for that end as he possibly could When foxes encourage large
families among rabbits, we must not take them too seriously
when they shed tears over the condition of the poor rabbits

Back of Birth Control

By Charlotte Perkins Gilman

E ADVANTAGES of a balanced population are plain

enough for any one to see A country like France needs
more people, and 1t 1s a charge agamnst good citizenship of
both men and women if they do not produce more Germany
has enough, more than enough, to judge by recent events
Japan has too many, China too many Any country which has
more people than 1t can support m comfert and health has
too many

This “pressure of population” which 1s advanced as a cause
for the wholesale brigandage of war, 1s an excuse worthy of
locusts There 15 & place in Australia where stands a tall wire
fence, miles and miles long, built to keep out rabbits, and
the pressure of the rabbit population piles them along that
fence 1n starving heaps It would be an interesting experiment
to place a pair of healthy rabbits on a fertile and otherwise
unoccupied little 1sland, and see how soon they would auto
matically starve themselves out.

Our earlier theory, still “held by the enemy,” that a nation
short of land and long of population had only to help itself to
the land of other people, 1s now disputed by those other people
It only puts off the evil day, 1n any case We cannot com
pete with rabbits to be sure, but we can fill up the arable earth
preity soon, especially as we learn 1o check the infant mortality

And then what? Is it our purpose to have a “saturated
solution” of humamty on earth? To be as thick as we can
possibly sustain hife? The world given over to intensive agn
culture so as to sustain incredible billions, and no elbow room
at all?

ROM THE POINT of view of the individual mother the
matter 13 equally clear No woman should have more
children than she desires, or than she thinks wise, she should
at least be a free agent i the matter Her abuse mn this func
tion 1s a frequent cause of injury to her and to her crowding
little ones, with resultant neglect, poverty, and often vice
All these claims made by the courageous advocates of Birth
Contro] are true, umportant and pressing Why then does so
visibly good a measure lack general support? The opposion

of such religrons as wish to ncrease their adherents and mn
comes by this kind of multiplication 1s natural, and that of
slow minded people who have a vague 1dea that rational re
striction of barth 1s “flying m the face of Providence”, also
that of militarisuc nations who want more “cannon fodder ™
But there remain very many free minded well wishers to man
kind who are not enthusiastic in this work, why 1s that?

There are two good reasons The first, and most conspic
uous 1s this  Among the many evils which beset the world none
1s more mjurious than that sum of vice and disease, shame,
crime and common unhappiness, which springs from excessive
sex indulgence In marriage or out, this unbridled indulgence
works harm to our species, a harm so conspicuous that nothing
but long submission and utter ignorance can account for our
md:fference

In our day the after effects of the war, and the morbid doc
trines of Freud as to the bad results of “suppressed desires”
have accentuated what was always an ewil, and made this
human disorder not only more common but offensively con
spicuous It 13 oddly amusing to see people who have flatly
repudiated their old religious faith, nstantly give the same
blind acceptance to any new theory they happen to pick up
Has no one had the mental agility to try the test of comparison
on this suppressed desire bugaboo? How about the people
who never do suppress their desires? Are they so much better
off? The plantation negroes, and their savage prototypes do
very little suppressing There have been many kings who
gratified every wish of their bodies (we cannot call 1t hearts),
and yet were nerther happy nor healthy Our now repudiated
Puritan ancestors were as sturdy folk as any pirates The
world has but slowly and partially learned the basic lesson of
crvilization, self control, and now comes this German psycho
pathologist to tell us 1t 15 betier to be as unconsciously self
expressive and self indulgent as the beasts we came from

THIS DOCTRINE 1s widely accepted among our ardent
youth, and older persons still as ardent, apparently, with
&n ncrease 1n general licenticusness which at least tends to
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furnish a good crop of patients for our hospitals and nsane
asylums Some doctors pomnt to the numbers of nervous
wrecks made by suppressed desires Have they counted them
and compared them with the other wrecks, mental and physical,
made by indulged desires? Besides, there 15 this to be said
for the 1ll health of the suppressed—it 1s neither contagious
nor hereditary!

Unfortur itely for *he Birth Control Movement, its perfectly
uonest and true claims upon our attention and support are
taken as a shelter by many whose personal interest in Birth
Control has . ' m= t» do with the protection of suffering
motherhood, injured childhood, or the promotion of peace
There are in the movement men and women of the highest
moral character, the noblest and most disinterested humam
tarian purpose, and there are others, too many others, who ad
vocate and sometimes prachice a degree of sex indulgence
which 1s the more unbridled for the guarantee of “safety”,
this not meaning safety from any ulterior punishment, civil,
social, or eternal, for they think what they do 1s right and
proper,—but safety from responsibility

If the leadership was maimnly composed of working class
wives, and of gynecologists and pediatrists, together with
ministers and social servants of high character, 1t would long
smce have acquired a much larger following

Back of this 1s the other reason, deeper, stronger far to the
serious student of social evolution

Of all the errors incident to the development of human con
sciousness n a tace of ammals, none has had wider 1l effects
than our misuse of the sex function The digmty, freedom and
vast potential power of motherhood have, with us, been qute
submerged 1n the perversion of this essential faculty to a means
of enjoyment

N NO OTHER species 15 the female so subjected, and,
clear corollary, 1n no other species 1s there the misery and

morbidity shown 1n ours mn this field That 1t has become
habitual with us and 1s now recognized as “normal” does not
alter its basic abnormality That 1t 1s a pleasure to eat 1s
natural and kealthy, that we should eat for pleasure, either m
the simple gluttony of the savages or the gross extreme of the
emetic prolonged banqueting of the ancient Romans, 13 neither
natural nor healthy

The purpose of eating 18 clear, the accompanying pleasure
13 not the purpose The purpose of mating 1s clear, the occom
panying pleasure 1s not the purpose

Very early in our unwntten history, man’s ingenuous ef
forts to give himself pleasure, enforced upon on economically
subject woman, soon resulted i a world cult of mdulgence of
which Freud and his followers furmsh a lingering echo No
man thought of suppressing his desires if he had the ability
to gratify them, erther i hrs household 1n peace, or anybody’s
household 1n war

Very many women died m process of adaptation to this un
natural usage Whole tnibes were exterminated through the
too dreadful misuse of their women But those who survived
were able to endure, and 1n course of time there appeared some
women whose desires were as unsuppressable as those of men
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These were always a mmnority Not all the “light ladies™
together were ever able to meet the demand, hence woman
slavery, 1 all its forms

The monogamy natural to our race, as to so many other
amimals, has had a hard time developing under this handicap
Where men never suppress their desires, polygamy, with con
cubinage and slavery, 13 really easier for the women But
monogamy, with unbridled desire has shown results so un
pleasant that many criticize that relation—never dreaming of
criticizing their msuse of 1t

HE GROWING BEAUTY of mutual love, the endless pleas-

ure of congemal compamionship, the shared joys and cares
of parenthood together with the sanction of rehigion and the
restrictions of law, have not, so far, saved marriage from the
deadly results of unsuppressed desire

To those who see our sex difficulties in this light 1t seems a
poor thing at best to be agitating for Burth Control We need
a much more radical control than that.

We need a new generation taught from earhiest childhood the
simple natural facts, unvarying and clean, about the normal
relation of the sexes, and that we, 1n this as 1n so many other
ways, are far from normal Strong and straight 1s the natural
law The female 1s for motherhood, the male for fatherhood,
both equally for the general activities of their spectes Mono
gamy 1s the natural relation of all species where the young
are benefited by the continued care of both parents

But monogamy means the remaiming together of parents
primanly for the advantage of their young, and secondanly for
the pleasure of compamonship, 1t does not mean & continuous
license for a barren mdulgence In some rare cases we find
married lovers maintaimng a honeymoon basis of enjoyment,
n most we see a weary disillusionment, an unromantic dutsful
submussion to an unromantic physical indulgence

We shall not change in one generation from a status which
has been developed through a thousand centures, but any
Living thing reverts to the normal, give it a chance, in far less
time than 1t took to make 1t abnormal What we need 1s
recognition of what ails us, and a gradual inerease of rational
restraint until we are agamn n the healthy condition of our
“lower” brethren, whose desires only appear at the right period
of fulfilment, and do not trouble them at all 1n the rest of the
time

HOLDING THESE VIEWS 1t 1s easy to see that Birth Con
trol does not seem a basic measure at all, but one seeking
to eliminate a consequence while leaving the cause untouched
It 15 no harm, 1t 1s doubtless domg good, but 1t 18 too popular
with those who go on doing old enil with new assurance
There 1s no faintest criticism here mtended of many noble
single hearted people who are working for this end There
18 no demal of our immediate practical need of just such a help
to the world while we are strugghing on to kigher things
For the crushed over bred mother it would mean & vast 1m
provement 1n her conditron and that of her family Long be
fore men are able to outgrow this condition of excessive desire,
they will be willing at least to restrict the consequences If
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every swarming country, where ever crowding numbers push
steadaly upon theirs means of subsistence and look awvidly at
their neighbors, could practice Birth Control, the world would
at least get no worse'

But the best of 2ll means to limut birth 15 that shown 1n the
biological law “Individuation is 1 inverse proportion to
reproduction” The higher the mdividual development of a
species the lower ats birth rate  Bacteria, insects, reptiles, ver

min of all sorts, reproduce like mad—they have to, 1t appears
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The oyster casts upon the waters three mllion eggs, I have
read, of which two or three may survive But the lioness re
plies to the boastful fox, “Unum, sed leonem” The best and
surest way to limt human births, by natural means, 1s to rap
udly apply all possible advantages to every cluld we have, to
every grown person as well, so as to hift the level of the race
higher and higher Conscious social evolution willed, directed,
will show faster and more general growth than our blind an
cestors ever dreamed of In this conscious growth the move
ment for Birth Control 1s a step 1n the right direchion

Birth Control and Sex Psychology

A Reply to “Back of Burth Control”
By F W Stella Browne

HARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN 1s so sericus, so high

minded in her realism and so clear m her perception of
economic facts, that any pronouncement of hers on Birth
Control should be considered with attention and respect
Any cntique of this pronouncement 1s rendered more easy
by her opening admssion ‘““The advantages of a balanced
population are plain enough for any one to see”, and agan
“No woman should have more children than she desires or
than she thinks wise, she should at least be a free agent m
the matter

The fundamental assumptions then, for which we work and
fight, are conceded It 18 on matters of application and tem
peramental adjustment that Mrs Gilman feels bound to de
mur The mmperious tormenting mhibitions of the Puritan
break through the mtellectual independence of the Radical
femimist. Mrs Gilman 1s so afraid that under the knowledge
and practic eof Birth Control, people will be too happy and foo
comfortable She 1s afraid they may enjoy mnot only the
psychic but the physical side of sex, more frequently and
more 1ntensely than now

Well WHY NOT?

Let me say at once, as Mrs Gilman has alluded to the
spread of psycho analytic theory (or, as I should prefer to
call it, psychoanalytic dogmatism) as a disintegraung and
degrading influence 1n morals,—that the case for Birth Con
trol from the pomnt of view of sexual freedom, would be
equally strong if Freud and his disciples had never existed
No doubt much nonsense 1s talked about “complexes” by
people—in England as mn America—who two years ago did
not know the meaning of the word But not only independent
wnvestigation on scientific lines, but also the experience of
every open minded person, must confirm the conviction of
the ewils of sexual repression from which so many women still
suffer, and whose effects were even more widespread mn the
last two generations

AND THIS BRINGS me to the biological argument ad

vanced by Mrs Gilman “The purpose of mating 15 clear
The accompanying pleasure 13 not the purpose” Does she
know that recent scientific inveshgation—not on psycho ana

lytical but on bio chemical Imes,—has proved that sex exists
and 1s determined by the hormones or products of the ductless
glands, quite apart from the reproductwe functions? 1 re
commend to her notice the work of Professor Stemach, which
has been brilliantly introduced to English speaking readers
by Dr Eden Paul It may of course, be considered a damn
atory circumstance, that Stemach hike Freud, hails from Central
Europe! But then, the mtellectual classes of Central Europe
are not hampered by the traditions of Salem from using their
mtelligence about sex

Mrs Gilman talks of “the monogamy natural to our race”—
which she considers 1s endangered by the potentialities of
Birth Control  Really, really! Her very anxiety proves that
she knows, what some of us are not afraid to admat, that this
“monogamy”—which as a dogma plays the same part among
some advanced circles as the exact status of the Holy Ghost
did in old Byzantium'—so far from bemng “natural” to human
ity, 1s extremely rare In so far as monogamy 1s really
achieved, 1t 1s only at the cost of either

(a) The strict subjection of women, an alternative which
we both agree 1s intolerable, or

(b} A very mmmmum of coercion or maximum of freedom
with every hberty for temporary variations and durations n
sexual relationships permanent monogamy reheved by
variety It 1s the very development of the bran and imagma
tion 1 “homo sapiens” (defective enough as he and she alke
remam) that has stimulated and complicated the physieal sex
functions and the psychic mmpulse of sex That these have
had hideous and deplorable consequences we all admit, a
sound economic order, the diffusion of knowledge in these
matters, and the removal of artificial disabiliies on women,
will largely remove these consequences pleas for repression,
Chnistian cant, Comstock legislation, have never removed
them For the rest, 1s Mrs Gilman prepared to sacrifice quite
half the Art and Literature of the world, mn her dislike of

sexual expression?

BIRTH CONTROL 15 the key to sexual liberty As such,
1t 1s rationally and logically attacked by the opponents
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of sexual liberty and sexual equality For the Radical femm
1st, who dvocates hberty and equality 1n all other depart
ments, Birth Control 1s the “acid test” Sex exists independ
ently of Puritan disapproval We enter life, not Mmerva
like by some effort of conscious (or unconscious) cerebra
tion, but by the organs and functions which Puritamsm mms

The Social Si
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trusts as vile and perillous Let us, 1n the words of Havelock
Ellis “prepare the way by undermining and destroying those
degrading traditional conceptions which have persisted so
long that they are instilled 1nto us almost from birth, to work
like a virus in the heart and to become almost a disease of the
soul”

gnificance of Birth Control

An Address Before the Furst Amerwcan Birth Control Conference
By Harriette M Dhlla

ERE HAVE BEEN so many excellent papers presented
at this Conference, that it seems there 1s little left for

anyone to say, especially from the Sociological pomnt of view
because Sociology 15, as you know, a composite of other
sciences, though 1t can scarce be called a science, uself

There are two preliminary postulates which we shall wish
to remember, and make clear 1n the munds of others In the
first place, 1t 1s & fact that no movement by itself 15 self
sufficient, and as members of the movement for Birth Control
I am sure that we do not claim that 1t alone 1s adequate to the
tremendous needs of society We must be largely dependent
upon, and certamly co operate with, all the splendid agencies
that are working at present

Therefore the Birth Control Movement 1s not inharmonious,
but entirely compatible with the eugenic measures of steril
1zation and permanent custodial care of the mental defective
and congenital criminal At times I find a tendency to con
found Birth Centrol with sterilizatton and custodal care
Birth Control 1s 2 measure requiring intelligent understanding
of reproduction by the responsible classes 1n society The
reproduction of the irresponsible classes must be regulated by
society, 1itself, and among the methods that have been favored
are sterilization and permanent custodial care

In the second place, when a new problem 1s presented to
us, 1t must be considered from an entirely unprejudiced pomt
of view [t 1s a great injustice to ourselves, I think, to imposec
upon our reason the limitation of prejudice We are not
going to do 1t, nor encourage 1t upen the part of others We
have, then, two prelimnary postulates, first, there 1s need for
co operation with every present agency doing genuine work
m society, and second, each new movement deserves fair con
sideration by a free mind We know that fear and scientific

freedom are incompatible

A DISCUSSION OF Birth Control from the Sociological
pomnt of view would be incomplete if 1its relation to

Eugenics were not emphasized For the sake of brevity and

clanity, may we observe the somewhat dogmatic division 1nto

Posiive and Negative Eugenics?

Under Posiive Eugenics, we shall consider racially fit
mdividuals, with high standards of lLife, high evaluation of
famnly relationships, and an appreciation of the economic
obstacles to realizing them

1 Have we ascertaned the proportion of such mdividuals
who remamn celibate because economic conditions do not

justify assumption of fammly responsibihities based upen an
uncontrolled parenthood? Thewr's apparently 1s the choice
between celibacy and a parenthood which they are not per
mitted to control Amidst economic stress and uncertamty
they choose the former, and can we censure them?

2 If there are such, would the power of self determuned
parenthocd help to remeve the barner to marnage and even
tual parenthood? If individuals of this class were permmtted
to exercise therr judgement in this, as in mfintely lesser
realms, would a considerable number be happy to assume
parenthood ?

3 If so, would this fact tend to increase the number of
family units among the racially desirable, and bring greater
numbers within the sphere of potential parenthood?

4. If so, does 1t seem that the power of control of parent
hood 1s of mterest to Eugenists as one promising possible
solution of this problem?

Under Negative Eugemcs we shall include, among the
racially less desirable, only those who possess sufficient
tellect and control to render them responsible ndividuals
The irresponsible, it 1s obvious, must be excluded from our
consideration, and their reproduction subjected to social
control

IS IT NOT true that Eugemsts have hoped to preclude dis
genic parenthood by directing their nterdict against mar
nage? Have they not, 1n this way, 1dentified parenthood with
marriage, and attempted to prevent the former by enjoming the
Iatter? I refer to the racial conscience which they hope to
bmld up among responsible individuals Now we may ask
ourselves this question
What proporhon of the racially disgenic individuals
conform to this racial standard, and what are the results
of conformity and non conformity?

First, there are those who conform and do not enter upon
marniage The men of this group decide to live celibate, and
it 13 only fair to them to suppose that they mtend to live con
tinent But they find the world as lonely as it 1s populous,
and as many disappointments as there are expectations The
monotony of gray Iife m drab furmshed rooms becomes un
bearable Stress of effort, strain of disappormntment and re
sistance to the great drive in human nature are sometimes too
much, and the hope to live continent fails of realization

If this 15 true, does 1t seem that a possible aftermath of
conformity to our standard may be promiscuity of sex rela
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tronship? And may this be true also of the unmarried class
whom we considered under positive Eugemecs? Can race and
promiscuity profit at the same time, especially that factor of
promiscuity which we term proshtution®

And if we pass to the further problem of illegitimacy, re
suling from promscuity, shall we be compelled to confess
that at times we suffer additional defeat? Parenthood through
marriage was discouraged, and to some extent—we do not
know how great the extent—parenthood mdependent of mar
niage has ansen to defeat what looked at first like wictory
And to the disaster of disgemc heredity, which we sought to
prevent, 15 added the tragedy of :llegitimacy

SECOND, THERE ARE those who eater upon marrage, not

withstanding our hope that racizl conscience would pre
vatl The disgemc factor may be tuberculosis, psychopathic
or neuropathic mstability, some higher and less obvious form
of mental deficiency, venereal infechion, or one of many other
unfortunate defects How can this family be prevented from
becommg a racial menace?

(1) Shall it be dissolved? Perhaps it 15 a umon founded
upon rare fineness of mnterest, where there 1s present every ele
ment for the better association of two responsibie mdividuals
Society would hesitate, mdeed, to disrupt such a family, and
1s 1t not possible that society would have much to lose by such
disruption ?

{2) Shall absolute contmence be 1mposed, if so, how and
with what results?

{3) Shall parenthood be risked by chance that amounts to
negative compulsion? or

(4) Shall there be made possible to the members of this
union immunity from disgenic parenthood, through control of
conception by imformation which we know exists today?

These are the phases of the problem of Buth Control as
it relates to the individual famuly How overwhelming the
problem 1 the field of social relatonships at large! From
the well known Studies of the Children’s Bureau, the Report
and Evidence of the National Birth rate Commission of Great
PBrtam, the stanstical publications of orgamzauons convers
ant with natron and state wide problems of social pathology,
and the case records of countless social service agencies, we see
something of the panorama of tragedy 1n society at large

IT TRUE we have defective children doomed to defect

from the moment of conception® Dependent and delin
quent children and adults strongly predisposed to pathologic
careers, not by environment alone, but by congental defect,
effective both by heredity and other channels of transmission?
Children conceived of parents suffering from tuberculosis,
psychopathic and neuropathic instability or venereal infection,
when we are more certamn than uncertain that these defects, or
that predisposition to them 1s transmussible 1n many cases’
Is 1t not true that children continue to be born agamst the
judgment and will of parents, to augment the problem of
relief and to increase the number of persons already destined
1o the humihiation of dependency upon others? And 1s 1t not
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true that many of these children will pay for their intrusion the
penalty of early labor?

Is 1t true that women, many times mothers n the mudst
of squalor, are seeking the knowledge by which they may
cease to burden themselves and society and iumpair the race?
That these mothers upon being refused this knowledge by those
professions to whom they look for advice i other vital mat
ters, resort to such modes of self help as only frenzed minds
can conjure up? Is it true that entire neighborhoods of
mothers succumb to hornible remedy because prevention 1s
denied them? And all this in an age of the glomficahon of
motherkood, and the existence,—we may be permutted to as
sume,—of knowledge suffictently ethical, aesthetic and phys1
cally non mnjurious to receive the approval of the most exact
ng classes of our society today!

Can 1t be that the menace of extending information 1s greater
than the menace of withholding t? Is it physically possible
that the danger from abuse of knowledge can exceed the dan
ger from abuse of 1gnorance?

ARE THESE NOT the conditions among enhghtened peoples
after race long attempts at relief and decades of modern
preventive effort for social welfare? Excellent, searching and
systematic as our social work has become, does 1t sometimes
seem to us, (especially those among us who are in the midst
of 1t), that our progress lies not so much 1n the solution of
our problems, as i the elaboration of more magnificent ma
chmery for their perpetuation upon an ever increasing scale’
And stil 1s 1t not true that the human nature with which we
deal today with such imperfect understanding 1s essentially
the same that it has always been, for after all, has 1t not
remained remarkably unchanging?
L] k-4 L
W here lies the inadequacy, 1f not farlure, of our past effort?
Is 1t possible that we have omitted from our plan of acthion
some vitally important factor of solution? If we seem to
possess too much reason to be purely instinctive, and too much
mstinct to be purely rational, can we not harmomnize these en
dowments, and do so openly, honestly and healthfully? Have
we made avmlable to mankind every power at his command
for self rekabilitation? Is u possible that the power to regu
late parenthood by control of conception 1s one great resource
upon which we have not yet drawn ir our general programs for
soctal welfare?
“What 1s the social and racial value of Birth Control?” We
ask this question 1 a scientific and 1mpartial spirit To whom
may we turn for a scientific and impartial answer?

FIRST, SHALL WE turn to the profession of Medicine? Or

1s 1t true that by force of circumstances this has become
an erunently conservative body”? Perhaps this 1s due to the
suppression which 1t has experienced from the days of the
seventeenth century, when 1t was compelled to conform to the
censorship of church and state And just as it accepted three
centuries ago the hmitations imposed upon 1t by the dogma
of a distorted Aristotle, does 1t not consent today, with re
markable loyalty, to the legal restrictions initiated by a some-
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what less notable authority, who did not have the distinction
of possessmg all the knowledge of his tume? When our
federal and state laws confer upon the Medical Profession the
necessary freedom to develop the vital subjects of sex science
and obstetrical practice, may we not confidently trust it to
measure up to the excellent progress it has made in other
fields where 1t has been free from legal limitatons?

Second, shall we turn to the profession of Social Service?
Or 1s 1t also by force of circumstances an unfree body? Is it
true that public charities are sometimes dominated directly by
partisan motives and considerations of tenure that render scien
tific mitiative extremely hazardous and unwelcome” And ults
mately, by an electorate whose chief recommendation 1s not
its social wisdom? And 1s 1t also true that private charities
depend for their very life upon approval of subscribers, and
that all plans of action must proceed with utmost circum
spection”

Does 1t seem, then, that the two great professions most 1n
timately serving human nature are among the most unfree n
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helping 1t to answer a fundamental question? And does it
seem that, m comparison with these professions science 1s
relatively free from the barriers of tradition and the menace
of partisan and personal prejudice? And with this rare free
dom, what more magnificant work lies before you of sciennfic
traiming and 1nterests for scientific development and 1mpartial
conclusion?

If there are those among us who discover in ourselves, from
any motive whatever, a cringing tinnd circumspection which
commends iiself to us by any name of less contempt, let us
eradicate 1t at once, or cease to impede and discredit the work
of scientific endeavor Fear and the scientific spint cannot
exist together Servility and honor are incompatible

May I close with the entreaty that we may all consider 1t our
responsibility and privilege to carry forward as rapidly as
possible such researches as may enlighten present thought upon
this burning present problem, 1f the spirit of the race could
speak as the spirit of many an mdividual has spoken, would
1t ask for chanty, or would it ask for justice?

Birth Control in Relation to V. D.

An Apprecianion of Margaret Sanger
By Ettie A Route (of New Zealand)

FEW MONTHS ago I had the pleasure of hearing Mrs
Sanger lecture in London, and then, of course, 1 went
to hear her again! Each time she not merely nspired and 1n
formed, but endeared herself as well to all those privileged to
hear her We began by lListening to her—and ended by loving
her for herself as well as for her message In Scotland 1t
was Just the same as in England, only more so attention and
affection aroused and retamed with every fresh lecture And
the lectures were always essemtially fresh, clean and whole
some, simple and vital It was Motherhood the world wanted,
but Conscious Motherhood—not squahd sprawling thoughtless
fecundity To understand and control was to reverence and
ditect  to will for the good of curselves and those who come
after us With Knowledge came Power, but the Knowledge
must be used to increase the good and lessen the evil in the
world  Yet Knowledge was 1 any case the night of all 1t
must not be withheld from any suppressing facts for fear
they might be applied awkwardly—that wasn’t strong or brave,
and we must be both We must have both Hope and Faith, and
work for Social Welfare as well as Individual Happiness
Science would tell us how-—at first hesitatingly and incom
pletely, but soon frankly and fully, and the teachings of Se
ence were so essentially clean and straight Ethics divorced
from Science would lead us only to stagnant pools and mor
asses  both the ethical and the scientific teachings were
wanted to solve our madern problems
How sound all this was I realized yet once more when read
mg this little paragraph m the report of a medical congress
beld mn England recently The discussion was on the subject
of Venereal Disease, and here 15 the paragraph
“Dr Manon Mackenzie (Leeds) urged that the medical

profession should teach venereal men and women methods
of Birth Control
attencing a clinic

Women often became pregnant while
Apart from the risk of defaulting and
not completing treatment, 1t was a sad sight to see expect
ant mothers 1 the atmosphere of a venereal chmc If
necessary such women must be taught means of preventing
conception ”

THAT, OF COURSE, 1s only a special and local reason for

teaching adult women the means of Birth Control, 1t may
seemz at first sight, but really the questions of disinfection and
contraception are mextricably mungled mn these days We
really must not let our desire to lessen extra marital contacts—
our fear of encouraging these—blind us to our individual and
racial duties Because women are immoral that 1s no reason
why they should become pregnant—or diseased Nobody 18
made really “moral” through fear of “consequences” there
surely 1s a difference between cantiousness and purity! Moral
ity rests on the promotion of Virtue, not on the ruin of the
health of men, women and children The time will come
when loveless and mercenary sex relationship will seem to all
men and women as horrible as already it seems to many of us,
when uresponsible ¢ nstant and promiscuous mtercourse will
b. merely as a bad dream, when clean men and clean women
will meet only wn digmfied and honerable relationship But
that time 1s pot yet, and 1t will NEVER come if we do not
adopt every means of preventng and curing syphilis, gon
ortheea and other veneral diseases, because venereal disease 1n
iself 15 a potent cause of mental, moral and physical
degradation
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When I discussed all this and more with Margaret Sanger
one eveming, she smd sumply “Why, yes, 1t would help in both
my work and yours if we could get men and women to keep
themselves clean—keep all the openings of the body clean and
wholesome, and all their functions under our conscious darec

The Birth Control Review

tion and control” Just the childlike directness of thought
and speech one expects from Mrs Sanger, 1s0’t 1t? Did they
really mean to prosecute her in America perhaps they just
forgot for the moment that “To the pure in heart all things are
pure”

WEEDS

By Richard Connell

HE PAUPERS HUDDLED around the fire in the drafty
kitchen, trymng to keep warm Old Man Eggers, from
tume to time, shrred the smouldermg dnft wood with a cane,
held 1n fingers gnarled by rheumatism until they looked like
a crab’s legs
A raw wind, so salt and moist one might have gargled with
1t, swept from the sea across the dank, rotting sedge marsh and
soughed through the jomnts of the loose-knit old farm house
that served to shelter the destitute of the town—a rich town 1n
one of the great Eastern states It was a brutal fall mght n
the year of 1921
The dozen inmates—old men and old women—were engaged
m a desultory conversation, their voices were hike the buzzing
of flies  But there was an air of expectancy in all the drabness
of their tone Occasionally an old woman would go and stand
near a door that opened off the kitchen, she’d listen there, her
hand cupped to her ear, and then return, muitering, to her place
near the fire The others would search her face for news
“The last one come at three o’clock m the morning,” said
Mrs Purley, from a toothless mouth “I helped” Mrs Pur
ley was the arnstocracy of the poor farm, she was the widow of
a once prosperous barber
“A boy, wasnt t”?” asked Old Man Eggers, sturring the
smoking fire, 111l his eyes smarted

“It was not,” replied Mrs Purley

“Ah, a girl, then?” said Old Man Eggers, nodding sagely
“Drat this wet wood”

“A luitle girl,” confirmed Mrs Purley, emphasizing the ad

jective as 1f new born children, were, as a general rule,
enormous

A VERY OLD MAN, bent and bleary, with a fringe of whate

beard that gave him a suman aspect, who had been
drowsmg in a corner, suddenly remarked, in a high, faltering
voice

“I dug mgh onto twenty thousand clams in the summer of
ninety one ”

“Drat vou and your clams,” eried Old Man Eggers, turming
on the speaker with an mmpotent vicrousness “We don’t care
how many clams you dug, you old fool ”

“I did, though,” said the clam digger, mildly, and lapsed
mto somnolence agamn

An old woman returned from hsteming at the door

“She’s a groanin’ and a moann’ ” she reported

“Ah” exclaimed Mrs Purley, brightening perceptibly, “she’s

beginming We'll hear some fine moany’ and groanin® before
she’s through ”

Somewhere there was a dismal, whinng noise

“That’s her,” cried a fat, untdy man, who was chewing
tobacco But 1t was only the wind in the scrub pines

Then there was a silence, and the clam digger’s snore, hike
the bubbling of a kettle, was all that could be heard in the
dim kitchen

“Where’s the little girl now?” asked a thin, tride middle
aged woman, on the outer rim of the eircle about the reluctant
fire She was, planly, a newcomer

“'Sylum™ answered Mrs Purley, briefly, as one who does
not wish to encourage familianty She had her dignity to pre
serve, the woman was just a common “pmer,” and not the
social equal of the widow of a barher A “pmer” 15 a dweller
m the squalid settlements among the scrub pines, a descendant,
if local history 1s correct, from the pirates who once ravaged
the coast The stock 1s enfeebled and decadent from genera
tions of nbreeding

“"Sylum?” quavered the piner

“Sylum? Why?”
“Bugpy?” the pmer’s tone was puzzled
a baby?”

“But she was only

“470U SHOULD HAVE saw her head,” retorted Mrs Purley,
with finahity

“Why? Was they anything wrong with it ” The piner was
fascinated by the thought

“Was they ?”” Mrs Purley lowered her vorce
yust like a peanut’

“And 1t wasn’t no higger than a potato,” corroborated Old
Man Eggers, pottering with the fire

The lean pmer woman nodded comprehendingly

“How many did ya have,” asked the fat man A spurt of
flickering light from the fire made him seem to leer

“Eleven, or maybe 1t was twelve 1 disremember,” the
woman answered

“All livin’?” acked the fat man

“All dead, "ceptin’ Luke,” she replied, dully

“Where’s Luke,” he mquired

*Sylum,” she repled, 1n her colorless voice

The moan of a human bemng, now fant, now louder, came
from beyond the door It wakened the old clam digger

“I ketched more crabs than any man m the county in eighty-
erght,” he said, m his piping voice

“Drat you, and drat your crabs, too,” cried Old Man Eggers,

“It was shaped
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angrily “They won't do that poor woman 1n there any goed,
will they?”

“I ketched a nine foot squid that year, too,” remarked the
clam digger, and subsided agan 1nto sem consciousness

“It won’t be long now,” saxd Mrs Purley, with the air of
an expert “She’s a quick one, Nettie 13

The fat man smggered and spat into the flames

“I wonder 1if 1’1l be hlack,” he saxd

“You'd better not let Clem Skiff hear you say that,” said
Old Man Eggers “It’s hisn ™

“So he says,” growled the fat man “But what about them
Wops that was makin’ a road here last Spring?”

“Well, what of 1t,” demanded Mrs Purley, testily
amn’t black, are they?”

“Wops

“I\JO,” SAID THE fat man, as if making a concession, “they
am’t But Wops 15 Chinks Maybe 1t will be yella ”

“Wops am’t Chinks,” put m the lean pmer woman, shnlly

Mrs Purley made the newcomer quail before her glance, as
she pronounced her judgment

“Wops 1s Chinks I guess I know When Mr P was head
barber in the American House 1n Paterson, he had two Wops
workin’ for him and they was both Chinks  Yes, 1t may turn
out to be yella™

“The last boy was black, just the same,” said the fat man,
argumentatively “Black as soot ™

“What become of him?” asked the piner woman, without
interest

““Sylum,” answered Mrs Purley

“Head shaped hike a peanut?” asked the piner woman

“Naw,” answered Old Man Eggers “It come to a pomnt”

There was silence again, and 2 clock ticked nosily

“Nettie said that her pa had a head like that,” observed
Mrs Purley “It must run m the famly ”

“Her pa and ma livin’?” asked the lean woman

“Her pa1s Her ma died, havin’ her ninth ”
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“Why don’t her pa take care of her?” asked the piner
woman

“Huh,” grunted Mrs Purley, “she had to take care of him
He’s a Moran”

“He’s a what?”

“A Moran So Doctor Roach said, anyhow Irish, 1 sup-
pose,” saud Mrs Purley

“Where 1s he,” asked the piner woman

“Sylum,” answered Mrs Purley, drawing her shawl more
tightly around her bony shoulders

HE FAT MAN broke another lull in the conversation by
throwing out a question

“How old would ya say Netue 1s, now,” he asked, replen
ishing his quad

“Well,” saxd Mrs Purley, judiciously, “she looks to be all
of thirty six  But let’s see now She come here six years ago,
and she was only a ship of a girl then Four months after
she come she had her first, a boy I helped She told me
then she was twenty So now she must be around twenty six,
I guess”

“I ketched twenty six crabs 1 one hour, onst,” remarked the
clam digger, coming out of his coma abruptly, and as abruptly
returning to it

Old Man Eggers jabbed at the fire

“T wonder what’s keepin’ Clem Skiff,” he said
out to fetch some fire wood half an hour ago ”

“He went

“Clem amn’t very quick,” remarked Mrs Purley

“He’s quick enough at some things,” smggered the fat man,
missing the fire place by an inch

“He’s got the mind of a child,” said Mrs Purley, 1gnoring
the fat man’s remark “Dr Roach made him play with blocks,
one day, and I heard lum say, “Why his bram 1s only seven
years old "

“He must be all of thirty, though,” put 1n Old Man Eggers

[To be continued ]

First Pennsylvania Birth Control Conference
Held wn the Hotel Ruz Carlton, Phuladelphia, January 30, 1922

ANS TO ARRANGE a statewide Birth Control Conference

and to orgamize a Pennsylvana Branch of the American
Birth Control League were made last December We soon
found that our enemues, by breaking up the Town Hall meeting
in New York, had suceeeded in surrounding the whole move
ment with an unpleasant atmosphere of disorder, rowdiness,
police, arrests and so forth, which terrorized the owners of
theatres, hotels, halls and even women’s clubs, to such a de
gree that 1t became difficult to obtamn a suitable and digmfied
place m which to hold our meeting However, with careful
planming and the able assistance of Miss Clara Louise Rowe,
whom the New York office sent on three times to Philadelphia,
we were able to foil our opponents, and at each session the

crowd was so great that it was difficult to accommodate all the
people

Qur first precaution was to retain one of the leading lawyers
of Philadelphia, Mr Dawvid Wallerstun, and to consult him
at every step We secured as patronesses forty two represen
tative women of Philadelphma and Pittsburgh and arranged a
program of eminent speakers The Ritz Carlton was engaged
for a farewell luncheon to Mrs Margaret Sanger on the eve of
her departure for the Orient All this presented such a for
midable front that when, during the Conference, one of the
newspaper reporters thoughtfully called up the city authonties
to ask what they were going to do 1n order to stop the meeting,
the Chief of Police had to reply, “Nothing at all ”
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WE EXPECTED ONLY one hundred persons at luncheon,
but so many came that we moved into the large ballroom
Almost before luncheon was over the people crowded mn for
the afternoon session and the large ballroom was speedily
filled to capacity Mrs Wilfred Lewis presided and the Rev
Frederick R Gniffin, of the First Umtanian Church, made an
eloquent plea for freedom of speech, saying that Barth Control
should be carefully and openly discussed In all ages popu
lation has tended to exceed means of subsistence, and has been
partly regulated by war, famne, plague, and disease Birth
Control hopes to minimize these fearful evils by strikmg at one
of the root causes, which 1s over population ”

Mrs Sanger, both at the luncheon and 1n the evening, spoke
forcefully and beautifully She spoke of her coming trip to
Japan, and of the supreme importance of Birth Control to
that over populated country, if the “inevitable war” with
Japan 1s to be warded off

Mrs Lucretta L Blankenburg, wife of the former Mayor of
Philadelphia whose record as a pioneer 1n women’s clubs
and suffrage work have made her known and beloved through
out the country, whose mother, Doctor Hannah Longshore, was
one of the first women physicians, presided at the Conference
It was opened by a letter from the professor of Psychology at
the University of Pennsylvama, Dr Lightner Witmer, which
read

“Birth Control 1s practised more or less by a majority of the
married and by not a few of the unmarried—at least, among
the intellectual and the well to do  There are doubtless some
who still think that man’s subjection to nature i1s a law of
God  Such opposed the protection of lightming rods and the
use of an=zsthetics i surgical operations, and especially n
child birth  The general aim of civilization, however, 1s dom
1nion over nature, the mtelligent control of natural forces To
defy the spirit of progress in the name of either religion or
law 1s supersution To this, you oppose common sense and
reason Your highest honors, therefore, will be the enemies
you make, your chief reward, the gratification of an intellectual
conscience, your greatest success, the world’s acceptance with
out acknowledgment of the nghtness of your contention ”

R J PRENTICE MURPHY, of the Children’s Bureau of
Philadelphia, spoke on “The Relation Between Famly
Limitation and Child Welfare” Mr Murphy said that there
are at all imes a quarter of a mllion children being cared for
by others than their parents “The children 1n the care of child
welfare agencies represent, 1n a majority of cases, homes where
no real child planning has been done If all that 1s being
spent 1n the foster care of children could be spent i the edu
cation of the next generation, the work of most of the child
welfare agencies would be rendered unnecessary ”
“Advantages of Birth Control to the Physically Hand:
capped” was the next subject on the program Dr Lida
Stewart Cogill said that doctors fall down in thewr duty if they
do not inform marned people of the danger of procreation 1f
they are physically or economically handicapped. And such
failure,” she asserted, “may be classed as murder” Another
speaker on the same topic was Dr Catharine Macfarlane
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Dr Roswell H Johnson, of the Umversity of Pitisburgh,
read a paper on “The Eugenic Aspects of Birth Control ” He
pomted out that the natural family, freed of the limitation
caused by economic pressure and other forces of civilization,
would consist of about eighteen children The lower the
tellect the greater the number of children, and vice versa, 1s
found to be the rule, and he asserted that eugemics warranted
the removal of laws against contraception

Dr Reynold A Spaeth, of John Hopkins Unmiversity, who
spoke on “Birth Control as a Public Health Measure,” sug
gested tax exemption for children as a means to encourage the
raising of farmlies of three or four children by individuals of
higher mntellectual standards The object, as Dr Spaeth and
other speakers emphasized, 1s to 1mprove the race, morally
and physically, and to prevent the bringing into the world
children who are bound to become public charges

THE ONLY DISAPPOINTMENT was caused by the un

avoidable absence of Dr Kate W Baldwin who had been
scheduled to speak on “Some Medical Aspects of Birth Con
trol” This was deeply regretted as Dr Baldwin has been a
leader m the Birth Control movement, standing up for it m
days when 1t was less popular than now Many of those at
present active, have been converted by Dr Baldwin, and 1t was
her wise advice and guidance that helped to make this Con
ference a success

The eveming session, presided over by Mrs Edwin C Grice,
was opened by Mrs Helen Glenn Tyson, of Pittsburgh, by a
paper on “Moral Values of Birth Conirol” (This paper will
be given 1n a later 1ssue of the Review )

Miss Mary Winsor made a plea for support and membership
for the newly orgamzed Pennsylvama Branch which met with
a favorable response from the audience

The object of holding this Pennsylvama Conference was to
found a permanent branch of the American Birth Control
League, which should be statewide in 1ts scope and umite all
Pennsylvania 1n a vigorous campaign of propaganda and edu
cation Our efforts were crowned with success Delegates of
many women s clubs from various parts of the state and two
representatives of the Birth Control movement in Reading,
Mrs A D Nelson and the Rev C Griswold Williams were
present Pttsburgh was well represented, the ticket elected,
mcluding among 1ts vice presidents Dr Roswell H Johnson
and Dr Amelia Dranga, who, with Mrs Helen Glenn Tyson
and Miss Eleanor Hanson are members of the Advisory Board
As Pattsburgh 15 so remote from the Eastern part of the state,
a Philadelphia Executive Commuitee was formed to carry on
the work here, and Pittsburgh was left free to do likewise
Both the Advisory Board and the Executive Committee have
power to add to their numbers, so we expect to have more
names from Pittsburgh and elsewhere

THE TICKET, presented by Mrs George A Dunning, Chair

man of the Nominating Committee, which was unam
mously elected, was as follows
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AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE

Pennsylvania Branch

1st Vice President Dr Kate W Bavrpwin
2nd Vice President DR AMELIA DRaANGA
3rd Vice President Dr Rosweir H JoHvson
4th Vice President Mgs IMocEn B QAKLEY
5th Vice President Mgrs Georce A DunniNg

Treasurer Mgs JeannNETTE HUCHES,

118 Coulter Ave Ardmore, Pa
Secretary Mrs WiLniam R Breck
Rosemont, Pa

ADVISORY BOARD

Miss Frieda S Miller
Mrs Joseph P Mumford
Miss Pauline Newman
Dr George Earle Raiguel
Dr Florence H Richards
Miss Sarah G Tomkins
(P1T1SBURGH )
Dr Amelia Dranga
Muiss Eleanor Hanson
Dr Ruth Webster Lathrop Mrs Helen Glenn Tyson
Mrs Horatio Gates Lloyd Dr Roswell H Johnson

PHILA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Dr Kate W Baldwin
Mrs Ferree Brinton
Dr Lida Stewart Cogill
Miss Anna F Davies
Dr Neva R Deardorff
Mrs Edwin C Gnce
Dr Frederick R Griffin
Dr Anme Bartram Hall
Mrs Wilham 1 Hull

Mrs Willlam R Breck Mrs Alice M F Newkrk
Mrs George A Dunning Mrs Imogen B OQakley
Miss Dorothea Emlen Mrs Mildred Scott Olmsted
Mrs Edmund C Evans Mrs Ralph P Rarguel
Mrs Jeannette Hughes Mrs S Franklin Sharpless
Mrs D Ellis Lat Mrs C Shillard Smith

Miss Mary Winsor

At the evening session, Mr David Wallerstein’s legal opin
10n on the ngid Pennsylvama Laws which prevent the estab
lishment of climics or the gving out of information was read.
The first resolution passed at the Conference calls attention to
this and gives the program of our next year’s work
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS The am of the American Birth Control League, m
such states where the giving of contraceptive information 1s legal, 1s
to establish clinics 1n which such information may be given by physicians

and trained nurses

AND WHEREAS
information 1s ilegal 1s to educate public opinion 1n faver of a change
m the law so that the giving of such information by physicians and

Its aim 1n the states where the giving of such

tramed nurses be made legal

AND WHEREAS The laws of Pennsylvania make 1t impossible
even for a physician te give contraceptive information to diseased

women therefore

BE IT RESOLVED That the newly organmed Pennsylvama
Branch of the American Birth Control League devote the coming year
to educating the citizens of Pennsylvama with regard to the laws of
Pennsylvania and of other states and the social conditions in this state
and elsewhere that make legalized Medical Birth Control advisable

A second resolution was passed endorsing the resolutions passed
at the First American Birth Control Conference i New York last

November

In order to include those of modest financial means, yearly
dues to the Branch were fixed at $1 00 For this movement,
so well bezun, we hope to have the cordial support and assist
ance of the men and women of Pennsylvama in our coming

campaign
Mary Winsor

Appeals of Mothers

Dear Mrs Sanger

Excuse me for writing you this letter but after reading your
book Woman and the New Race, I can’t stand 1t but write
to you a poor woman like me to receive a news like I did 1s
just like a god send I never had much friends as I am a
orphan from the age of two years, mother dying of cancer of
the breast and father puting me with strangers and with
strangers I grew up It just about breaks my heart to think
of the past but as I look back my future 1sn’t much better
Living with strangers up ito seventeen years, I decided to
marry and have a home of my own But Oh, the wrong [
done I know now, Mrs Sanger When I got marned I was
light weight weighung 115 lbs, but since marred 1 am now
9914 1b, so you may see how strong I am Being married
about four years have 3 children and seem as I am pregnant
agam, so you may know how I feel and so weak can’t hardly
get around and just think three babies to take care of, a weak
woman and no help can afford to hire, as we hardly make our
living It just makes me feel I will have to leave my babies
as my mother left me with strangers and it just bresks my
heart to think they will have to suffer ike I did It makes
me shiver to think of raising a famuly and leaving it without

a mother Iike I have been left I know if I wouldn’t have to
have any more babies I would get strong and pick up agam,
but being pregnant every year makes a sick woman out of
a healthy one Please Mrs Sanger be so kind and advise me
how to take care of myself so I couldn’t get pregnant so often
or never again as I have heard of you and the good work of
yours, please advice me just this once as I don’t care to raise
unhealthy children May God bless you so please Mrs Sanger
be so kind and answer my letter You don’t know how I wall
appreciate your advice Enclosed you will find my address
envelope

Dear Madam

I have read your hook on birth control and think 1t 1s fine
for I know that there are so many poor women that would
give all they have if they could qut having so many children

I have had 4, two dead and two boys living, one 1s 7 and the
other 6 I have been an invalid ever since I got married My
husband works for wages, but 1t has all went for Dr blls
My cluldren are not strong and I have lost two through weak
ness from birth
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BIRTH CONTROL: IS IT MORAL?

More Replies to the Four Questions

HE QUESTIONS
1 Is not over population a menace to the peace of the
world?

2 Would not the legal dissemunation of scientific Birth
Control mnformation, through the medium of climics, by the
medical profession be the most logical method of checking the
problem of over population?

3 Would knowledge of Birth Control change the moral
attitude of men and women towards the marriage bond, or
lower the moral standards of the youth of the country?

4 Do you believe that knowledge which enables parents
to limt their families will make for human happiness and raise
the moral, social, and ntellectual standards of the population®

The Answers
OWEN R LOVEJOY

General Secretary, National Child Labor Commustee
I DO NOT regard over population a menace to the peace of
the world On the contrary, I believe the world capable of

sustaimng a population ten fold or perhaps a hundred fold
greater than the present The peace of the world 1s menaced
rather by the application of the philosophy of imperialism
backed by the military profession

2 1 am not mterested in the legal dissemination of sc
entific Birth Control mnformation for the purpose of checking
the problem of over population, for the reason that [ do not
regard over population as a problem Any menace that exisis
1n the matter of population itself 15 due to the quality produced,
rather than to the quannty

3  Properly taught, a knowledge of Birth Control should
raise rather than lower moral standards and strengthen the
marnage bond

4  Yes Man 1s supposed to be an mtelligent ammal, and
1 the most sacred of all relations in life should be guided by
knowledge The danger 1s that knowledge “which enables
parents to limit their families” will reach only those who are
already conversant with famly obligations, while the ignorant,
vicious and physically unfit will not be retarded by any con
siderations of social wellbeing, and the reverse of the end you
seek to attamn will result

Finally let me emphasize that any argument for Birth Control
based on fear of over population or on the fear that individual
famibes will be financially unable to support their offspring
18 vVicious becanse 1t starts from a false prermse  The world 1s
big enough and rich enough to furmsh a foothold for all the
children that can be born under decent healih conditions

MARY KINGSBURY SIMKHOVITCH

{Greenuich House)
BELIEVE THAT doctors should be free to impart such

information and give such advice as they regard to be of
benefit to thearr patients

W F WILLCOX

Cornell Urnaversuy
THE GREAT NUMBER of lLiving persons and their rapid

increase are not 1 themselves a serious menace to the
peace of the world The trouble 1s that 1 civilized countries
the mcrease 15 derived 1n large and growing proportion from
the less desirable stocks The privileged classes are now ex
ercising Birth Control in increasing proportions and cannot
be prevented from so domg Since deliberate and desired
parenthood 1s the form which human reproduction 1s rapidly
assummng and 15 on the whole conducive to a better race, 1t
should and will be extended, though slowly, to all classes of
population Such a far reaching change 1s sure to modify
profoundly the attitude of mankind toward marriage and par
enthood In some cases 1t will work 1ll, in others good But
the net result, I hope and believe, will prove to be a boon to
mankind  Certainly the effort to prevent or check this great
change by enforcing laws imhented from earlier stages of
knowledge and morals 1s sure 1n the end to fail

EDWIN W BOWEN
Secretary of the Faculty, Randolph-Macon College,
Askland, Va
I THINK OVER POPULATION 1s a menace to the peace of
the world
2 1 believe your suggestion as to the legal dissemination
of scientific Birth Contro! information through the medum of
clinics by the medical profession to be the most logical method
of attaining the desired
3 I am unprepared to answer this question as I have not
formed an opimion on the pomts nvolved
4. T am mclined to answer your question four in the affirm
ative, viz , that knowledge which enables parents to lamt their
families will make for human happiness and raise the moral
standard, as well as the social and intellectual standards, of the
population

DR WILL DURANT

, I BELIEVE that overpopulation 1s the chief cause of

war, and that “the legal dissemination of scientific Birth
Control knowledge by the medical profession through the me
duim of climes” 15 “the most logical method of checking the
problem of over population” To prevent such information
from facilitating extra martal relatons I would limit 1t to
legally married men and women, to these I think such knowl
edge should be not only permatied but offered 1 am sure that
Barth Control would raise social and intellectual standards, if
confined to the married To offset the socalled “yellow
peril,” 1t would only be necessary to rase the quality of our
own people by better education, and to spread Birth Control
knowledge abroad so as to decrease the quantity of peoples
whose unchecked reproduction threatens internaticnal peace
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A Review by William ] Fielding

THE LAWS OF SEX, by Edith H Hooker, M.D, Boston Richard

G Badger, Publisher 373 pp Price §5

This volume discusses some of the lstoncal, social, ethical, medical
and legal aspects of the sex question Notwithstanding the wide scope
of the work, the subjects are hinked together 1n a bond of unity, making
1t a distinct and useful contnbution to our ever growwng sex literature

The chapter on ‘The Ethical Aspects of Birth Control’ presents much
excellent material 1n support of the general use of contraceptives Of
special interest at this time, on account of the wide spread discussion
of sterillization, 1s the reference to the X ray as a means of temporary
sterihzation However, caution 1s urged aganst a hasty acceptance of
this method, without further experiment, because the X ray has been
found to produce malformations in the developmg eggs of the lower
orders This suggestion, like all advocacy of steriization, except for
abnormal types or in very special instances, brings us back to the
necessity of reliable and harmless contraceptive measures as the one
practical method of Birth Contrel

Mrs Hooker emphasizes that the confusion m the popular mind of
the terms ‘reproductive instinct” and “sexval iastinct” has done much
to place the whole question of Birth Centrol m a prejudiced hight This
confusion, of course, 18 an mevitable result of the age-old attitude of
prudery and prunence, with 1ts intellectual dishonesty and ethicul
stagnation

The discussion of the ongin and causes of prostitution, while neces
sanly sketchy, 1s replete with salient bits of mformation, poignant
observations, and useful data, gathered from a wide vanety of sources
The author reminds us that at the time of the Stuarts in England, the
Church reaped part of her revenue from houses of prostitution, “‘as has
been more recently the case 1n New York City” (Ecclesiastical op
ponents of Birth Control please note'} However, this sanctiomng of
prosutution comes legitimately as no less authomnties than some of the
Popes themselves have been parhal to the dem monde Burchard, the
historian of the papal court of Alexander Borgia, records in s diary
that i October 1501 his Holiness had fifty courtesans brought to s
chamber

Mrs Hooker offers a strong rebuttal to the argument of those who
place great faith m the regulatron and medical examination of proest1
tutes, as a prevention of venereal disease When regulation was first
mstituted, there was comparatively httle scientific knowledge at hand
with regard to the nature of these diseases Furthermore, all advanced
students have moted everywhere that only a small proportion of prosti
tutes are registered (Blaschko in 1905 estumated that not more than
15% of those mm Berlin were insembed) Fear of inscmiption drove
many women to conceal theirr diseases, and many of those most seriously
mfected went to the small towns to ply their trade In addition, 1t 18
easy to understand that the sense of security which the man feels in
the policy of medical examnation causes hum to neglect samitary and
prophylactic precautions that he might otherwise take

The evidence goes to show that examnations are cursory and super
fioial even 1n the more recent application of medical inspection Dr
George Walker's report 1s cited that at one clinic in France during the
war he saw twenity women exposed upon the examming tables while
the physician 1n charge passed rapidly from one to another, making the
examinations without once disinfecting his hands or his 1instruments
throughout the whole series

A Review by Emily Delafield

'THE BOLSHLVISM OF SEX, by F J J Merex

“The Bolshevism of Sex” by Feridimand J J Merex 1s an argument
against the emancipation of woman 1n all its aspects The greater part
of the book 18 given over to endeavoring to reveal the evil influence of
woman as an indiidual personality, of woman as an independent
economuc or political factor, the inestimable harm done by woman
suffrage, and the perverted doctrine of Birth Control
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In order to discover “What 1s to be accepted or rejected m the
femimst theory,” Dr Merex begins his work with the study of woman
as compared with man He finds her, not less imtelligent but of a
different order of ntelligence During s discussions of womans
nature he gives, what he considers a conclusive proof that *a woman
for another woman 1s always but a woman, she who orders 1s tyrannic
she who has to obey 15 a rebel, both are enemues ' The conclusive
proof of this ternfying statement consists i the enumeration of a
series of hideous tortures practiced agamnst the inmates of Bedford
Reformatory, by a woman Perhaps Dr Merex has not had the con
duct of the former superintendant of the Elmira Reformatory drawn to
his attention He mght conclude that “a man for another man 1s
always but a man, he who orders 1s tyrannic, e who has to obey 1s
a rebel, both are enemies”

After his convincing proof with regard to woman’s nature, Dr Merex
takes up a study of the three stages of woman's Lfe maidenhood,
wifehood and motherhood In these three phases of life, the author
thinks, there should be only one aim, one thought—motherhood No
one would dispute with Dr Merex this great privilege of woman, or
care to deny its importance, but it 1s unnecessary for this reason, to
1gnore the many other positions which women can fill to great advantage

Dr Merex next discusses woman’s career in present day society He
gives a vivid picture of the young girl in the business world, and the
evil effects of woman's independence Dr Merex 1s gallant in wishing
to keep woman from contact with the busmess world, but somewhat
mnpractical The ordinary worker does not send his wife and daughters
out to work because he 15 too lazy to work himself Dr Merex, however,
believes that women can be made to stay at home, by the repeal of the
Susan B Antony amendment, the reforming of school education, the
recognition of social rights, and the cleanmg up of politics

Fmally, Dr Merex would stop the Birth Control movement, the
principles of which he completely misunderstands How perverted Dr
Merex s 1dea of this movement 1s 1s shown by the following quotation

“And with the lady birth controllers and eugemsts in authority, ome
might expect the appomtment of women inspectors of eugemics who
would have power to prohiit a man from procreatmg children, and
would have him sent to pnson, and his wife to the operating table,
if he transgressed their orders

Our Contributors

Stells W Browne, English writer, interested in Neo Mal
thusian movement

Thomas Nixon Carver, Professor of Economics, Harvard
Unmwersuy, b 1865, Kirkwlle, Ia  Prof Economuics, Oberlin,
1894-19500  Author of numerous works on Sociology and
Economacs

Richard Connell, well known as ¢ humorist writer for the
Saturday Everung Post and other periodicals, has also a deep
vein of seriousness as is shown wn hus vinid sketch of human
“Weeds”

Dr Harnette M Dilla, Member of Faculty of Economues and
Socielogy Smith College, Northampton, Mass Was on foreign
service with the American Red Cross during the war  Author
of “Studies in Infant and Maternal Mortaluy,” “Voluntary
Parenthood and Eugenies™

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, author and lecturer, b Hartford,
Conn, 1860 Specially wlentified with the labor question and

the advance of women Author of numerous books on woman
and the home



The American Birth Control League
Amms to Abolish Poverty, Over-

crowding, Disease and War.

A Million Members Can
Win the Fight

Will You Be
One of These
Million
Makers

of

Civilization?

JOIN
THE AMERICAN BIRTH
CONTROL LEAGUE

LIFE MEMBERSHIP $100

Tue AMericaN Birta ContrRoL LEAGUE,
144 FIFTH AVFNUE,
New Yorg Crry

Enclogsed find & __...._ for which please enrnll me as
a member 1n THE AMERICAN BirtTH CONTROL LEAGUE.

Name
Address

Secured by
Make check payable to Francis B Ackermann

The Burth Contral Review

A Review by Harold Hersey

THE CHILDREN OF THE UNIVERSE, A Flay in Prologue,
Five Acts, and an Epilogue, by Schovel Tatlonok (New York
Published by the Author, 1921)

Here and there along the dusty roads of Time, some individual rises
out of the mass, inflamed and tortured by a wision that demands ex
pression This may take any form—the important elements that serve
to make a foundation for future placing consisting of the value of this
message to humenity and the plane upon which 1t 13 done For ex
ample, Goethe nightfully belongs far ahead of Shakespeare or Homer,
because he combined a conscious message with perfection of an art
an almost impossible thing to accomplish whereas both Shakespeare
and Homer were essentially artists. And although the author of CHIL.
DREN OF THE UNIVERSE by no means reaches the gelden heights,
he has had the courage to write his drama along the broad lines of a
pioneer He has not been afraid of reaching into the distances, and as
such he 15 a refreshing contrast to the polyglot wnters and artists of
this century They are out of tune with everything about them, and
seemingly think more of the turnimg of a clever phrase, than of having
something to say Schevel Tatlonok has no such fear He 1s obviously
bursting with his message After all, the reason why the present age
will be wiped off the books of the future, 18 because there are not enough
Tatlonoks whe are willing to wager their possessions against a world
of silence We may carp and hymn our petty theores as to the way
this play 1s done, we can object to the modernized spelling, or the use
of abstract characters in the place of specific mndividuals as did Goethe
m his ‘Faust’ but at the same hime we must admit with all due humility
that this play 1s vital and moving and grotesquely out of place among the
drivel of bhooks 1msued by Amencan publshers

PERIODICALS

Tre Evcenics REVIEW (London) for January prints extracts
from Professor Irving Fisher's article 1 the September Se
entific Monthly, m which he presents the disadvantages and
advantages of Birth Control with a decided leammng to the
advantages

Tue NEw GENERATION {London) made its debut in January
This periodical takes the place of the Malthusian, and 1s
planned to make a wider and more popular appeal than its
predecessor  The contributors to the mmnal number include
Maude Royden, preacher, Dr Bernard Hollander, great nerve
specialist, Cicely Hamilton, novelist, and Harold Cox, econ
omist, statesman and student of world conditions Harald Cox
describes the Birth Control Conference in New York of last
November and his astomshmg experiences in “the land of
the free,” when the town hall meeting at which he was to
speak was raided and stopped by the police The later
meeting held 1n the Park Theatre he characterized as a “tre
mendous success” The new periodical 15 a monthly and s
much more attractive than the Malthusian as regards type,
papet and make up

BOOKS RECEIVED
From Heredity Publisking Co, Chicago, Il1
GrReaT Men anp How THEY ARE Propucep, by Casper
L Redfield
Human Herepity, by Casper L Redfield
From E P Dutton & Co, New York
Honevmoon DrALOGCUES, by James James
Guipe Book To WoMEN, by James James




The Most Precious Thing
mn the World

HEALTH 13 The Most Precious Thing In
The World Without 1t nothing else matters
No amount of Dieting’ or Exercise” can
bring keaith to you if you are ignorant of the
proper kinds of food to eat

You may “diet” to reduce or gain weight
you may exercise” to develop your physical
powers, but unless you possess the secret of
foods and thewr value you will never be free
from the torments of disease For nearly every
disease can now be traced to the eating of
wrong food And nearly every disease can be
treated by eating the night food

In this remarkable book, Alfred W Mc
Cann gives you the facts that will bring health
to you as 1t has done to thousands of others
who have profited by the knowledge acquired
through years of scientific research

The Wniter of This Advertisement

18 one who owes his present health to the
knowledge found 1n “The Science of Eoting *
I was suffering untold misery and embarrass
ment from a chronic case of gastritis and stub
born constipation Large sums of money spent
for doctors fees and medicine failed to brmg

Learn

owe 1t to yourself and famuly to get this
remarkable book today

Are You Poisoning Your Child?

Don't think this question far fetched It 1s
more true than you imagine At the break
fast, dinner and supper table are you placing

foods before your children

The Secret OF Heal
From Alfred ZI)J@@annsZ@ondcg‘i«l Boak_,

“THE SCIENCE OF EATING

”

A Healthy Body and Active Bram

You cannot gain success mn hfe unless you
possess & vigorous, healthy body and active
raimn  But a vigorous body and active brain
cannot be purchased at the drug store Pills
cannot put iron into your blood nor powders
give you vitality fron must come from the
food you eat Certam foods

that are Mhterally killing
them? Are you feeding

TESTIMONIALS

contatn 1ron and unless you
eat those foods you cannot

poisen 1n the form of cooked
foods more destructive
than whiskey? Do you
know that foods now being
sold as “Breakfast Foods”
have been robbed of their
nutriment, and that if your
children were fed on them
alone they would die quicker
than if you fed them abso
lutely nothing? Why do
you feed pigs, cows and
horses unth more care and

Dr E 8 Coleman, profes
sor Materia Medica Flower
Hospital says Alfred W
McCann s book constitutes
the most important contr:
bution of a hundred years
to literature of health and
right living There may be
many good books to die by
but here 15 the one great
book to live by

Walter F Palmer director
Vanderbilt University says
I have hved accordmng to
his principles and value the
book as my greatest posses
sion I should like to present
the whole world with copies

supply your blood with the
precrous element that 1t
needs.

Get This Wonderful
Book Today

If you would avoid the
drug store, if you would
save hundreds of dollars
ordinanlly paid to rphys
clans, 1f you would be
spared the ternble suffer
ing of disease, and save the
enormous expense 1n health,
money and opportumty that
sickness mcurs, do not hes

science than you do your own children® The
reason and answer 15 simple enough—You do

relief 1 was rapidly becoming & chrome 1n

valid—a erank about foods,
a worry to my fanuly and
8 bore to my friends My
money and efforts had
brought me no nearer to
that robust health I so ar
dently desired Then one
day 1n a skeptical mood, [
paid $3 for a copy of The
Science of Eating  The
knowledge that 1 obtained
from this wonderful book
worked as :f by magic and
today I would not part
with that knowledge for a
thousand dollars

Improper Foods
Breed Disease

In this great book, Al
fred W McCann proves
beyond the shadow of a

not know!

ONLY PART OF CONTENTS
A Few of the 133 Chapters

Health or Diseass

Red Blood Depends on Food

Medicines Added to Sugar and
Starch

Getting the Child Started

Denatured Foods Destroy Life

Old at 25 Young at 60

The Human Body

Food Minerals Essential to Life
The Thyroid Gland—A Poison
Destroyer
Digestibality and Indigestibility
Constipation
Suspected Causes of Cancer
Stunting the Growth of the Young
Maternity and Tuberculosis
Thin aired Women — Bald
Headed Men
Honey and Fruit
Infantile Paralysis
Iron and the Raisin
Refining Processes More Deadly
than War
of Milk

Preventable Tragedies

But to remain ignorant another

day with the glorous op
portumty to learn the
truth 15 criminal negh
gence on your part

To prospective and nurs
wing mothers the knowledge
contmned n this book s
immeasurable and cannot
be described with words

Tke Curse of the
American People

Constipation 1s the curse
of the American people
It 15 the cause of more
fatal disease than any
other preventable ailment
All the drugs in the world
cannot cure constipation
They can only reheve 1t
Constipation 18 ceused
from eating refined and

doubt that Heart Disease, agind Mea
Diabetes, Colds, Catarrh, * Disease
Rheumatism Pyorrkea,

t
Tuberculosis Heart

Ideally Balanced Menus

denatured food The cure
for constipation lies 1n the
eatng of pure foods—

Constipation, Cancer High
Blood Pressure and even
Tuberculosis, besides hundreds of other dis
eases, are caused by eatng improper foods
Foods that are adulterated or over refined,
stead of adding strength to your body and
brain, actually poison your system so that
with each mouthful you are literally digging
your grave with your kmfe and fork You

foods that are not refined
and not denatured By
getting at the seat of the trouble c¢on
stipation can be cured in twenty four hours
You can learn the Secret of Health, be
freed from dreaded constipation and enjoy
lasting vitality by reading and hving by Al
fred W McCann’s wonderful hook “The
Science of Eating”

tate another moment but send for this wen
derful book today

Propeid s
Tep: Pages
Anywhere .{le:

Worth Its

Weight in Gold

Truth Pub Co, 1400 B'dway, New York
{(Dept BSE)

TRUTH PUB CO 1400 Bway, Dept. BSE, NY

Gentlemens:

Enclosed find 3300 for which please send
prepaid Alired W McCanns Wonderful book,
The Science of Eating

Name . - -
Address - - - - -

City — - Stato



|abor Age

A composite picture of what Amerncan labor 1s
thinking and doing Photos of the labor world. Re-
ports from centers of conflict. Social Psychology,
Engincering and the Worker

JAMES H MAURER Board of Editors

President ROGER N BALDWIN

Vice Presdenty MAX D DANISH
ABRAHAM BAROFF PRINCE HOPKINS
HARRY W LAIDLER JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG

Secreary NORMAN THOMAS
LOUIS F BUDENZ
Esec Secy & Mygr

Published by
LABOR PUBLICATION SOCIETY

41 Union Square, New York City

SEX BOOKS Only for Professional and
Advanced Adult Readers
Descriptive hsts sent in sealed envelope The most

authoritattve works wncluding Forel Kisch, Krafft Ebing Robue,
Malchow and Elhs
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A WORD will be paid by us

for a new name for LOCOMA

—our big, high-class Magazine
for Married Men and Women—or those expect-
g to be The name must be suated to the maga-
zine whose many excellent articles on Birth Con-
trol, Marnage, Divorce, Love, Eugenics, Sex
Hygiene, etc, appear exclusively 1n every 1ssue
For Men and Women only In its fourth year Get a
copy, study 1t and name 1t! Copy 20c, year §200
SPECIAL OFFER Five months' trial for 50c Or §
big back numbers and one year, $150 A $300 Valuel
NO FREE COPY! But big SEX BOOK catalog 18 free,
also rules of contest.

Locoma Pub Co, P O Box B C., Farmington, Mich.

. A collection of radical
The Scarlet Review =t s Youn's Les
son,” by Mark Stone
The Revolution,” by
Richard Wagner the great opera composer, In Defense of
Theft,” by Jean Paul Marat, ‘A Parable of Misfits,” J W
Lloyd, ‘The Gentle Art of Spreading the Bull Where It Will
Do the Most Good”, ‘Keep the People Loving” and others
equally good —25 cents and Worth ® RAYMER’S OLD
BOOK STORE 1330 First AvF SEATTLE, WASH

Health Culture

JOURNAL OF PRACTICAL HYGIENE
Eimer Leg, M D, Eduor

Partial Contents of March

Some Quick Cures Fevers, Colds, Lumbago,
Pneumomia, Bronchins, Blood Diseases,
Headaches Elmer Lee, M D

RuegumaTisM Harms H Luntz, M D

Foop ComBiNaTIONs S W Dodds, M D

BLuE Law MENaAcE W Peter Schramm
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fully Englished Privately printed Circular free Box 186,
Madison Sg Station, New York City
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Which Machine is New?

Just compare a brand-new sewing machine and a used
machine that has been regularly oiled and cleaned with

3-in-One

The High Quality Sewing Machine Oil

Compare the way they operate—
both run smoothly, hghtly and
quietly Correct lubrication makes
the old machine run like new

Compare their looks The used
machine whose wooden case has
always been cleaned and polished
with 3-m-One has a bright, shiny
fimsh—almost lke new  You
won’t find a single speck of rust
or tarmsh on the metal parts
Wiping with 3-in-One prevents
that

Try 3-mn-One on your machine
rnight now Follow the directions

d

THREE-IN-ONE OIL CO.

TYPEWRITERS
BICYCLES

Weaicated ATE)

UND A
SUWING MACHINES

gwven 1n the Dictionary of Uses
which 1s wrapped around every
bottle The results will please you
beyond words Will save you
many hours of hard toil—also ex-
pense repair bulls

3-1n-One 1s sold at all stores i
l-0z, 3-0z and 8-0z bottles, also
m 3-0z Handy Oil Cans

FREE

To every woman—a generous
sample of 3-1n-One Oil and Dic-
tionary of Uses A postal request
will bring you both—free

- 165 S. M., Broadway, New York

AlA




BOOKJ ON SEX

FEMINISM, BIRTH CONTROL
AND KINDRED SUBJECTS

The Pivot of Civihzation

This book 1s a new approach to social problems
By Margaret Sanger Introduction by H G
Wells (On the press) 200

The Case for Birth Control

An unequaled compilation of statistics medical
and social facts which were prepared by Mar-
garet Sanger to aid the Court in cons:deration
of the Statute designed to prevent the dessemina-
tion of information for preventing conception_. 309

The Proceedings of the First American Birth

Control Conference

Held at the Hotel Plaza New York City Novem-
ber 11, 12 and 13, 1921 Herein will be found
copies of all the speeches and resolutions of this
conference Price on application (In preparation)

Man and Woman

The book which reveals to each other Women
and Men as they are By Havelock Ellis

The Love Rights of Women

A book that every man should read By Have-
lock Ellis - —-

The Objects of Marriage
By Havelock Ellis

Small or Large Families?
By Dr C V Drysdale and Havelock Ellis

The Malthusian Doctrme and Its
Modern Aspects

A sertes of articles which appeared during 1916
and 1917 1n the ‘Malthusian,” the monthly paper
of the Malthusian League By C V Drysdale,
OBE, DSc, Lon MIEE, FRSE Paper
cover

Wages and the Cost of Living

A paper written for the economic and statistical
section of the British Association at Birmingham
in September 1913 By C V Drysdale OBE,
DSc, Lon MIEE FRSE Paper cover

The Small Family System
By Dr C V Drysdale

The Law of Population

Its consequences and its bearing upon human
conduct and morals By Annie Besant

Race Regeneration Thru Woman
A book t ogutde women to heaith and happiness
By Dr James Hegyessy

Genius and Birth Control

Exemplified in the biographies of 300 eminent
men and women By Genevieve Grandcourt
(In preparation.)

Woman and the New Race
A keen analysis of all social problems Physical
moral and mental freedom 1s championed in this

book By Margaret Sanger with introduction
by Havelock Ellis

Woman, Morahty and Birth Control
Helpful essays which answer the many questions
women ask themselves regarding Birth Control
By Margaret Sanger

What Every Mother Should Know

A book that teaches the Mother how to tell the
truth of sex to the chuld By Margaret Sanger
Paper, 30¢, cloth

What Every Girl Should Know
Sex instruction for adolescent girls in plamn
simple language By Margaret Sanger Paper,
30c, cloth

The Laws of Sex

An invaluable book to those who wish to better
i({)mal conditions By Edith Houghton Hooker
D

Trial of Wilham Sanger
By James Waldo Fawsett

Birth Control

In Its Medical, Social Economic, and Moral
Aspects, by Dr S Adolphus Knopf oo~

Samty in Sex
Presents the vital facts of sex, with special
reference to the marmage relation birth control
etd¢, by Willlam J Fielding

Population and Birth Control
A Symposium by Wilham J Robinson Achille
Loria, Charles V Drysdale, Ludwig Quessell,
Eden Paul Edward Bernstein B Dunlop, R
Manschke S H Halford and F W Stella Browne,
edited by Eden and Cedar Paul

Limitation of Offspring
Answers all arguments against birth control
By William J Robinson

The Awakenmng of Woman

The Psychic Side of Feminmism By Florence
Guertin Tuttle

Uncontrolled Breeding

A starthng scientific treatise on over-population
as the cause of war By Adelyne More

The Century of the Child

An illumination of the Childs Place 1n Society
By Ellen Key

Married Love

By Lord Dawson with a commentary by Dean
Inge of St Paul’s Cathedral, London, England
(On the press)

In ordermg any of the above books add 10 cents extra for each volume for postage

THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW

104 Fifth Ave., New York




