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Notes For The New Year

E NEW YEAR reaches us at the moment when, as never

before 1n its history, the Birth Control movement in
America has asserted 1ts tremendous vitality We must look
forward to a year of increased activity, a year of hopes—and
also a year of great dangers Events of the past two months
have succeeded triumphantly mn bringing this question to the
attention of the thinking public Efforts to suppress and to
lall this great effort of civilization have had just the opposite
effect A flood of protest and of publicity has surprised and
overwhelmed our enemies The story of the underhanded and
treacherous attempt to kill Iiberty has been published broad
cast m Amenica, and sent by the news cables to Europe We
face a new year during which we must take advantage of the
unprecedented opportunitzes offered for our cause To all
of us who believe that education in Birth Control 1s the first
essential for the future of civilization and racial progress the
great duty for each one 1s farthfully and loyally to do lus and
her part. The fight 1s now m the open We know the source
of the opposition to our movement. Qur enemies have openly
declared themselves An even more desperate battle con
fronts us-—not merely the fight against stuprdity and prejudice
and reaction, but the battle for free speech and honest expres
sion Already we are launched i that battle Stand with us
Back up all of us who are on the fighting front!

THE POLICE HEARING or “mvestigation” of the illegitx

mate suppression of the Town Hall meeting was a ludt
crous farce, an imnsult to every citizen of the Umted States
What should have been a fair and mmparhal hearing was per
verted mto an mquetion Every subject irrelevant to the
issue at band was dragged n for discussion Thus was dust
thrown into our eyes The question of determiming who gave

orders to close our meeting was confused and kept 1n the back
ground. The crownming outrage was the unwarranted, the
ludicrous arrest of Mrs Juliet Barrett Rublee This bungling
attempt to intimidate fearless advocates and supporters of the
movement was promptly exposed and a countrywide protest
arose, even from many who had hitherto been indifferent to
the propaganda for Birth Conirol The ispector and the
Corporation Counsel did mot even attempt to conceal their

bitter malice, theirr prejudice being perfectly obvious from
their conduct and their questions What should have been a
defence was turned into an offensive campaign Nevertheless
we shall proceed unflmchingly to assert our mght to constt
tutional freedom of speech and press, our right to discuss the
vital question of Burth Control from the public platform In
this we are answering a great and growing public demand The
Amernicau Birth Control League 1s growing steadily And
there 15 such a widespread request for speakers 1 all parts of
the country that we need ten times the number available to
supply this ever increasmg demand

IN THIS PERIOD of growth and expansion we need support

of all kinds We need members and supporters of the
League We need both subscribers and sustaining contributors
for the BirTH ConTROL REVIEW Moreover, we have leased
headquarters for a “clime” m New York City, and have placed
an application for a license before the State Board of Chanties
We are now with great patience awaiing an answer to this

request This “clinic” or health center would amm to supply
a long felt need n providing a place where physicians may aid
diseased mothers by giving them adequate information to pre
vent bringing inte the world congenitally imparred children
In accordance with the decision handed down by the Court of
Appeals 1n the Sanger case, such a procedure 1s perfectly prac
tical, legitimate, and legal

HE WORLD IMPORTANCE of the Birth Coatrol move-
ment has been emphasized anew mm the mvitations ex
tended to Margaret Sanger to visit Japan i the near future to
speak on the economic phases of Birth Control before students
This
mvitation follows closely upon the publication of a series of
articles by Mrs Sanger published in the Reconstruction, a mag
azine of Tokioc It 15 another manifestation of the new inter
national spirt now making itself felt :m world civlization
That Margaret Sanger follows so closely m the footsteps of
the distinguished Bertrand Russell and John Dewey 1s another

proof that prophets are not without honor—save m therr own
countrres!

of the Japanese umversies and other selected groups
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Sex and Reproduction

By W.R Inge
[Dean of St Peul's Cathedral, London]

(4 Comment on Lord Dawson’s Paper, Which Was Published in These Pages Last Month )

IS A bad symptom that Lord Dawson’s paper at the
Birmingham Church Congress, wise and temperate and
in perfect taste, should have been received 1n certain quarters
with denunciation The newspapers which have taken the
lead 1n this agutation have probably mistaken the mind of their
public, »f not, they cannot be congratulated on therr clientele

In dealing with a subject where so much ignorance and
prejudice have been proved to exist, 1t 1s best to begin with a
dispassionate and colorless statement of elementary facts

The reproductive capacity of every species 1s far in excess
of the possibility of survival In some of the lower forms of
Iife the fertility 1s prodigious The star fish (luida) has 200
million eggs  “If all the progeny of one oyster survived and
multiphed, its great great grand offspring would number 66
with 33 noughts afier 1t and the heap of shells would be eight
tumes the size of our earth”

Fertility and care for offspring usually vary inversely
Sutherland says “Of species that exhibit no sort of parental
care, the average of 49 gives 1,040,000 eggs to & female each
year, while among those which make nests or any apology for
nests the number 1s only about 10,000 Among those which
have any protective tricks, such as carrying the eggs m pouches,
or attached to the body, or in the mouth, the average number
15 under 1000, while among those which bring the young
into the world alive an average of 56 eggs 1s quite sufficient ™

Man 1s no exception to this rule  Where the natural checks
of famme, pestilence, mnter tnbal slaughter, and disease ope-
rate without hindrance, the equilibrium of population 1s mamn
tamed by a very high birth rate In the Middle Ages the births
and deaths 1n the undramed towns were both round about
50 per thousand n each year

THERE ARE CITIES mn Asia where these conditions still
survive  Almost everywhere the numbers press con
stantly apon the means of subsistence, and children can only
survive where there 1s room for them In many parts of the
world, both 1n the civilized races of antiquity and among bar
barous races i our own days, surplus children are gotten nd
of by systemanc mfanticide
If we look at old pedigrees, or at old tombstones covered
with the names of one family, we shall see that a married pair
mn England, ull the mmneteenth century, might expect to lose
more than half their children mn their own lifetime These
children were of course not murdered, but nothing effective
was done to keep them alive
The population of a country 15 determined by economic Iaws,
not by the will of individuals Individuals may exercise choice,
but numbers, like water, find their own level Every unwanted

baby, kept alive by humamtanan interference, drives another
baby out of the world or prevents him from comng nto it
Depopulation 15 a somewhat rare phenomenon, and 15 gen
erally caused by a change in the climate, exhaustion of the
soil, or the diversion of trade routes The depopulation of
Mesopotamia followed necessarily on the destruction of the
rrigation system by the Mongol hordes The physiological
mfertlity which 13 exterminating the physically splendid
races i the South Sea Islands 1s another matter [t 1s a rare
diseage, and the causes of 1t have not been fully cleared up

It 1s of course possible for a nation to increase its numbers
by expropriating another nation Merely to subjugate another
nation 15 worse than useless, because the conquered people,
being driven to a lower standard of living, will probably mul
tiply faster than their conquerors It 15 no use even to mas
sacre all the fighting men But if the women and children
can be driven from their homes, and their lands seszed by the
mvaders, then no doubt the conquerors may multiply up to the
limts 1mposed by the size and fertility of the occupied territory

THIS IS THE real meanmng of “the right to expand,” of

which we have heard so much It 1s a pleasant pros
pect, if every nation with a high birth rate has a “night” to
exterrunate its neighbors Perhaps a quotaton from Prince
von Beulow’s “Impenal Germany” will bring home to my
readers what this claim means, and what calamities it has
brought upon the world “The course of events has driven
German policy out from the narrow confines of Europe mto
the wider world The nation, as 1t grew, burst the bounds of
1ts old home, and its policy was dictated by us new needs The
Empire could no longer support the :1mmense mass of human
ity within 1ts boundaries Owing to the enormous ncrease of
populanon German policy was confronted with a tremendous
problem This had to be solved, if foreign countries were not
to profit by the superfluity of German liffe which the mother
country was unable to support.” Mr Harold Cox even says
“In the era upon which we have now entered the one funda
mental cause of war 1s the overgrowth of the world’s popula
tion”

I do not entirely agree with these two writers because 1t 18
umpossible for a country to have at any time a much larger
population than 1t can support, but in the main they are nght
The supposed duty of mulhiplication, and the alleged nght to
expand, are among the chief causes of modern war, and I
repeat that if they justify war, 1t must be a war of extermina
tion, since mere conquest does nothing to solve the problem

The enormous ncreaseé in the population of Europe during
the nineteenth century 1s a phenomenon quite umgque in his
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tory It was the result of the industral revolution, combined
with the opening out of new food producing areas beyond the
seas The two new conditions reacted upon each other Vast
quantities of commodities could be produced cheaply, and they
could be exchanged for food, while the improved methods of
transport made the exchange possible and easy

HE PROCESS went on merrily at first because the new coun
tries produced far more food than they needed for them
selves So there was a demand at home for more labor The State,
as shortsighted as governments usually are, applied an artifical
stimulus to the birth rate by a Poor Law which encouraged
irresponsible parentage, and permitted the Poor Law guardians
to send wagon loads of Iittle children to work 1n the factories
of the north  Till about the end of the century every new pair
of hands m England paid its way on the average, though the
barth rate began to decline, 1n response to the falling death
rate, after 1878
But the new countries are gettmg filled up The United
States can feed itself, but not much more Even the wheat
fields of Canada and the Argentine are not unhmited And
we 1n England have long since lost the privileged posttion n
manufacture which we held for a considerable time after the
war with Napoleon
An abnormal era of expansion has reached 1ts natural end
We cannot support more than our present population, and
though there are still a few countries where a young English
man of the right sort may emigrate with decidedly better pros
pects than he would have at home, there are no longer any
wide empty tracts of good land warting for occupation Em
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gration, 1n a word, 1s a pallhiative only, and before long 1t will
cease to be even a palliative Maps of the world are very
delusive, they do not always mark the deserts, and there are
many other unpleasant explanations of the empty spaces which
look so alluring

HESE, then, are the facts
crease never has been and never can be attaned An
equlibrium between births and deaths 1s the normal state of
things, the mneteenth century was not normal, but umque
There are no more empty Americas and Australias, and, equally
mmportant, we have no longer any great surplus of manufac
tured goods, because the producers of those goods have begun
to ask why they should not enjoy themselves The “Expan
sion of England,” over which Sir John Seely gloated so elo
quently, was a grand thing while 1t lasted, except for the
barbarians whose lands we took from them, but it has reached
its natural and wevitable himit We must cut our coat accord
g to our cloth and adapt ourselves to changing circumstances
Thll the beginnming of the war the birth rate and death rate
m England declined m parallel lines, the annual increase
of population remaining very steady, at about one per cent
per annum The utter absurdaty of talking about “race smeide”
15 apparent to anyone who has the shightest knowledge of the
subject The decline m the barth rate was made necessary by
the improvements 1n samtation and medical science, which
mcreased the average duration of life by about one third The
birth rate also declined by about one-third, the maximum 1n
the ’seventies being 36 per thousand, and the mimmum before
the war just under 24

The natural rate of human in

Mrs. Rublee’s Arrest: A Record and a Protest

ENERATIONS of a future age will undoubtedly find
meredible the action of the New York police n arrestng
Juliet Barrett Rublee on December 2, 1921 This courageous
woman was arrested while testifying at a hearing before Chuef
Inspector Lahey imto the causes that led the police to break up
the Birth Control meeting at Town Hall, and to arrest two
speakers, Mrs Margaret Sanger and Miss Mary Winsor, of
Philadelphia, on charges of disorderly conduct. Mrs Sanger
and Miss Winsor were released without a hearmg by Magstrate
Corrigan, who ruled the police had failed to submut sufficient
evidence even to justify the drawmng of a complamnt aganst
them
When Mrs Rublee appeared before Magistrate Hatting, Mr
Wilson, Assistant District Attorney, moved for her discharge
on the ground that there was no legal evidence on which to
predicate a charge within the jurisdiction of Tombs Court
The arrest, however, was of the greatest influence m awak
enmg nterest and spreading sympathy in the cause which
Mrs Rublee has so courageously and steadfastly championed
for years
The mcredible stupidity of the proceedmgs was likewise

apparent to the Eveming World, which exclaimed 1 an
editorial

“THE EFFORT to muzzle the Birth Control propagandists 1s
about as stupid an attempt at obstruction as ever helped

a mnority movement

“It 15 a puzzle how any one can mmagme that police abuses,
star chamber sessions, inquisitoral investigations, false ar
rests, farcical prosecutions that bear all the earmarks of
clumsy persecutions, dummy complamnts and quick releases
when the proceedings come 1nto open court, will suppress the
Birth Conirol advocates

“The stuprdity of the Town Hall proceedings was bad
enough The result of this interference was that the meeting
at the Park Theatre was so well advertised that curious and
nterested crowds were turned away

“Even this lesson was lost Actmg through the ¢lumsy ma
chinations of the police, the same opposing influence undertook
to revive the Inqusihon Fortunately for Mrs Rublee, the
Inquisition 1n these days has to work through the courts Mrs
Rublee suffered only a slight inconvemience and enjoyed an
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opportunmity of setiing people to thinking about the movement
for which she 1s a martyr

“The score to date 1s all 1n favor of the Birth Control advo
cates—not because of the excellence of their case, but because
of the sheer stupidity of the opposiion What will be the next
move?

“The arrest of Mrs Rublee for her part m the Birth Control
meeting of several weeks ago adds another chapter to the story
of the New York City admimstration’s useless highhanded
ness,” said the New Republic editorzally “Even though the
official who onginally ordered Mrs Rublee’s arrest later dis
owned lus action, even though the complant agamst her was
tmmediately dismissed mn court, the fact remams that a stupid
outrage was committed. What redress has the vichm of such
false arrest? Very Litle
up for trial for a year or more, and at best would result in
the award of a few dollars No sense of decency seems to
restramn the police from arbitrary arrests, and the law as 1t
exists 15 too feeble to act as a deterrent. Obvicusly one remedy
18 legislation providing swifter justice and a greater penalty
for false arrest Here 1s a matter which 1s well worth invesh
gating by the New York Bar Association”

Concerning her arrest Mrs Rublee made this statement

A suit for damages would not come

“MY ARREST 1s only another example of the unwarranted
and malicious mterference of the New York police with
the exercise of the right of free speech and personal liberty
on the part of Birth Control advocates The hearing before
Inspector Lahey, at which Mrs Sanger and I were exammed as
witnesses, was to determine whether charges should be made
against Captam Donchue for having stopped the Town Hall
meeting on November 13th  The proceedng was conducted by
Inspector Lahey under the advice and guidance of Assistant
Corporation Counsel, Martin Dolplhun. They both showed that
they felt that the hearing afforded them an opportumty of
seeking to embarrass the advocates of Birth Control This
was shown by the mass of irrelevent questions that could have
no possible bearing upon the 1ssue before the Inspector Part
of the investigation was conducted in a most brutal fashion
savoring more of persecution than of mvesngation The ques-
tions were clearly framed m the hope of trappmg witnesses
and with a deliberate purpose of finding an excuse for arrest
ing some advocate of Birth Control
“Immediately upon the close of my testimony Inspector Lahey
left the room, whereupon, in the presence of several witnesses,
Mr Dolphmn instrucied patrolman Thomas J Murphy, who 15
also his secretary and stenographer, to arrest me Apparently
my crime consisted m having read Section 1142 of the Penal
Code and having read it, in attending the Town Hall meeting
on November 13th, or perhaps my c¢rime lay in expressing the
opmior that the Sechion 1142 15 unwise legislation
“Inspector Lahey and Assistant District Attorney Dolphin
knew perfectly well that the Town Hall meetng which was
finally held, accordmg to the onginal program, November
18th without interference by the public authorihes was a sc1
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entific discussion which could not possibly be twisted mto a
violation of Section 1142

“How ndiculous and unwarranted was the action of Mr
Dolphin 1s shown by the prompiness with which the magstrate
chsmissed the complaint and the public admission of the Assist
ant District Attorney that there was no ground whatever for
the arrest

THE OUTRAGE was too serious to pass without imndignant
protest from those 1n all walks of life It was not merely

a matter of freedom of speech, of Birth Control It was an
outrage agamnst civic decency The following protest was
therefore sent to Mayor Hylan by a number of prominent
New Yorkers

The undersigned, none of whom have taken part in the
advocacy of Birth Control, call your attention to the grave and
flagrant interference with the nght of free speech, which has
been recently practiced by the Police Department of this City,
and respectfully ask for a public investigation of the causes
of this interference to the end that the right of free speech may
be safeguarded

You are doubtless already acquainted with the fact that on
the evening of November 13th, the police of the 26th Precinct,
acting, we understand, under the direct command of Captan
Thomas Donohue, forcibly closed a public meeting which had
gathered at the Town Hall, 121 West 43rd Street, Borough of
Manhattan, for an oral discussion of a question of public policy
We are advised that without any warrant or
legal authonity jusufying his action, Captamn Donchue arrested
two ladies and in spite of their protests caused them to be
taken to the Police Station and hence to the Magstrates’
Court, where they were promptly discharged

A second offence was of an even more flagrant rature It
occurred on December 2nd, in the unjushfiable and mexcus
able arrest of Mrs Juliet Barrett Rublee After having tes-
tified as a witness 1 an inquiry before Chief Inspector Lahey
mto the action of the Police Department in connection
with the Town Hall meeting of November 13th, Mrs Rublee
was arrested by Pairolman Thomas J Murphy by the directon,
we are mformed, of Assistant Corporation Counsel, Marhn
Dolphin, who was present as Inspector Lahey’s advisor The
arrest of Mrs Rublee was so completely without justfication
or excuse that the Assistant District Attorney acknowledged
10 open court that there was no evadence to support a charge of
any kmd and Magsirate Hathng promptly released Mrs
Rublee

The action of the Police Department above referred to con-
stitutes such a willful violation of the right of free speech as
to cause grave alarm to the ciizens of New York, who have a
right to know why such outrages have taken place, what in
fluences and motives are belund them, and whether any con
spiracy exists mn the Polhice Departinent to deny the right of
free speech and the equal protection of the law to cihzens of
New York This 13 obwiously a matter of the gravest concern
We, therefore, jomn 1n asking a full, mnmediate and public

and morals
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mvestigation of the action of the Police Department in the
premuses, to be followed, if the evidence warrants, by such
disciphnary measures agawnst the officials found to be gmlty
as will discourage simlar offenses hereafter

Respectfully yours,

SamMuer H Orpway
PiERRE JAY

Paur. H WarBure
CHARLES STRAUSS
MonTtcoMERY HARE

HENRY MORGENTHAU
HERBERT L. SATTERLEE
PauvL D Cravatr
Lewis L DEvLarFiELD
CHARLES C BURLINGHAM

MAYOR HYLAN has finally ordered a complete mvestiga
tion of the action of the Police Department 1n breaking
up a Birth Control meeting in the Town Hall and the arrest
of Mrs Rublee
The Mayor’s decision was made known by Dand F Ihrsh
field, Commissioner of Accounts, who said, 1n a statement, that
he had been grven a free hand and durected to be “thorough”
1n an attempt to establish the motives behind the police action,

1

and whether there 1s, as was charged by ten promment citizens
mn a letter sent to the Mayor December 9, any “conspiracy”
on the part of the police 1o restrict freedom of speech

“These gentlemen,” said Commussioner Hirshfield, “com
plained to the Mayor that on the evening of November 13 the
police of the Twenty sixth precinct had forcibly closed a public
meeting at the Town Hall, 121 West Forty third street, Bor
ough of Manhattan, held by certan men and women who advo
cate the control of the birth of children and asked for a public
mvestigation of the cause of this interference by the police, to
the end that the right of free speech may be safeguarded.

“Inasmuch as under the law the Commussioner of Accounts
1s authorized to make investigations and for that purpose 18
clothed with the power of compelling the attendance of wit
nesses and examimng them under oath, the Mayor has by letter,
dated the 10th instant, directed the Commissioner of Accounts
to make a thorough inveshgaton ™

There the case at present rests Further developments will
be reported, though from experience we have little faith in
official 1nvestigations

Birth Control: Is It Moral?

A Symposwum of Representative Opinion

Harold Cox

(Editor “The Edinburgh Remew’}

At Meening of Furst Birth Control Conference at Park Theatre,
New York Cuy, November 18, 1921

ADIES AND GENTLEMEN
1 propose, first of all, tonight to make to you exactly
the same speech which I had prepared to make last Sunday
might (applause), and then I propose to say a word or two
about another and even broader subject.

The question I submit to you tonmight 18 this  Is Birth Con
trol Moral? Now, when any problem of morality 1s put to
you or whether any particular action 1s nght or wrong, the
first question you have to ask yourselves 15, What 1s the pur
pose of that action? For, if the purpose be wrong, the thing
itself must be wrong What, then, are the purposes of Birth
Control?

The first purpose of birth control 1s to preserve the health
of the mother (Applause) If a woman has children as
repeatedly as Nature permuts, her health cannot be preserved
I have heard of women 1n our slums i London, married
women, who say, “Our lives are one long disease” 1Is 1t
desirable that that should confinue indefimtely? Is 1t desir
able that thousands, even millions, of married women n the
poorer quarters of all our towns should not know for 10, 15,
20 years what 1t 15 to have a whole year of real health? That,
then, 15 the first purpose, to preserve the health of the mother

The second purpose 15 even more mmportant. It 1s to pro
mote the health of the child, for here you have the new gen
erahion mvelved. The children that are born today make up

the new generation now If children are born so rapidly n
succession to one another that the mother cannot give proper
care to each, it 18 mpossible that they should be brought up
healthy children Attempts are made 1 many countries to
escape from that difficulty by establishing public inshitutions
to assist 1 the nurture of the children, but I contend that no
public institution 1s an adequate substitute for a mother’s
care (Applause) I contend, further, that you can find
no higher moral purpose 1n life than the rearing of healthy
children to be the men and women of the next generation, the
fathers and mothers of generations to come (Applause )

THOSE ARE two purposes which I think you will agree
with me are moral purposes

The third purpose of Burth Control 1s to raise the general
standard of hife throughout the whole community (Applause )
Now, that 15 mmpossible as long as the families of the poor con
tinue so large In the poorer districts m all countries the
children are brought up in poverty, without suffcient food,
without suficient trammng, without sufficient opportumities of
play, they are turned out at an early age to earn money, and
the absurdity of the thing 1s that though they go out to earn
money in order to assist the famuly tncome, thexr competiion
1n the labor market actually lowers the wages of therr own
parents

Agamn, many people try to escape from this evil of the mul
taplication of poor children by all sorts of State subsidies, free
meals for school children, for example. Agam I say that you
are downg a thing which produces worse results than you antica
pate, for you are destroymng the link between parent and child
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Only a lattle while before I left England a friend told me that
she had heard some of the women down in the East End of
London—that 1s our poor quarter there, as here—saying,
“Well, our kiddies aren’t our own any longer, they belong to
the County Counc:l now” [ contend that you break the most
fundamental of human relations if you substitute the chanty
of the State for the duty of the parent (Applause )

What, then, do the advocates of Birth Control propose
order that we may have a higher standard of Iife throughout
the whole commumty® They propose that exactly sumlar
measures should be taken to improve the standard of the
human race that a skillful gardener takes to 1mprove the qual
1ty of the flowers that he grows, and sows his seed widely and
thinly,—he leaves plenty of space for each seedling to grow,
takes care of each plant as 1t appears above the ground, and
the result 1s the production of a fine flower But 1s not the
produchion of fine human beings an even higher moral purpose
than the production of fine flowers? (Applause )

AND THE FOURTH purpose of Birth Control 1s, from some
pomts of view—especially in view of the present con
dition of the earth—even more important The fourth pur
pose of Buirth Control 1s the prevention of war (Applause )
The surface of the earth 13 limited and by no magic can we
increase that surface, but the power of multiplying human
beings 15 unlimited,—you can go on multiplying them 1n
defimitely as you can multiply any plant or any race of animals
—and if you continue to do so, if you continue to muluply
the human race, disarmament agreements will count for noth
ing, because as the different races continue to multiply they
will be brought up against the hard fact that there 1s not room
enough on the earth for all of them and then they will fight
for space to Iive (Applause) You may take 1t as certain
that the majonity of men would sooner kill cne another than
starve themselves And what the opponents of Birth Control,
mn effect, say 1s that 1t 1s the duty of women to go on breeding
the men to kill one another
Well, that danger of war, I say, 1s perhaps the most serious
of all the queshons before us because it 13 getting pro
gressively more imperative, more dangerous progressively,
because the earth 1s so full that a small rate of increase in any
country will gave you a large annual increase of population
That 1s a very simple proposiion which a great many people
fail at first sight to realize You can see it 1 a moment if 1
put 1t ¢o you this way that one per cent on a million
yields a larger income then ten per cent on a thousand If
you have got a small population, you can have a large barth
rate, 1f you have got a large population, you cannot have a
large birth rate because you will have so many millions of
children produced that there won't be room enough for them
all  You must reduce the birth rate as the population grows
How are you to do 1t? There are only two ways You can
erther have fewer marrnages—that 1s what Malthus suggested
many years ago, suggested that marriage should be postponed
—or you can have fewer children to each marriage,—ask
people to marry early and live happy lives together buf not
to have so many children
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I CONTEND THAT fewer marriages mean, in practise, more
prostitution (applause), and fewer children per marrage
mean more happy homes (Applause )

These, then, are the four purposes of Birth Control the
preservation of the health of the mother, the promotion of the
health of the children, the establishment of a higher standard
of hfe for the whole commumty, and finally, the prevention
of war I venture to say that no one will deny that all these
are moral purposes of highest order (Applause )

Some people, however, declare that though the purposes are
morzl the methods proposed are immoral, and they begn by
saying that Birth Control 1s an interference with the processes
of Nature Well, I confess I find 1t a little difficult to be
politely tolerant when that argument 1s used, for what 1s the
whole of human progress but an interference with the processes
of Nature? (Applause) It 1s not natural to wear clothes
(laughter) , 1t 1s not natural to live 1n houses, 1t 1s not natural
to apply scrence to cure disease, marnage itself 1s unnatural
(laughter and applause) The truly natural man, the savage
mn Central Africa, waits for the woman he wants, stuns her
with his club, and carries her off to his cave (laughter), that
1s real Nature And if these idealists of what they call “the
processes of Nature” were true to their own convichions, they
would get up and advocate that we should all go back to our
primitive nudity and to our primitive savagery—and then there
perhaps would be a case for the police to interfere (Applause
and laughter )

Well, not content with that argument about Nature, they
proceed to quote the Bible, and they quote a particular text
from the Book of Genesis which enjoins persons to whom the
command was given to be “fruitful and multzply and replenish
the earth,” and they have gone on quoting that for centuries,
and very few peocple have taken the trouble to look up the
circumstances under which that command was given It was
given to Noah (laughter) and hus three sons and therr four
respective wives mmmediately after the Flood (Laughter )
Noah, I may remark 1n passmng, was 600 years old at the time
and his eldest son was 90 (Laughter ) To these eight people
of rather extended age (laughter) the command to be fruitful
and multiply was given at a time when all the earth was empty,
and yet you have ecclesiastics getting up and quoting that
command as 1f it applied to London and New York today
(Laughter and applause )

ODAY IT IS not numbers that we want to increase, but
quality that we want to improve (applause), and per
haps 1t may be worth while to remind you that that elementary
proposition was understood a great many centunes ago by
some of the people who contributed to the Bible You will
find m the 6th Chapter of the Book of Ecclesiastics these
words “Desire not a multitude of unprofitable children,
nerther delight 1n ungodly sons, though they multiply, rejoice
not 1n them, for one that 1s just 1s better than a thousand ”
(Applause )
But 1if parents are to have fewer children they must practise
Birth Control I contend that 1t 1s impossible to expect healthy
young married couples to abstan altogether from the funda
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mental relaton of married hife, except at mtervals of two or
three years, and then to live entirely as celtbates after they
have had two or three children The thing 1s utterly nhuman
and 1mpossible and 1t would break the happiness of millions
of married couples I contend that the love of man and woman
1s one of the most moving and also the most ennobling of
human mstincts, and I cannot do better at this point than quote
the words of the King’s physician, one of the most dis
tinguished physicians 1n London, Lord Dawson, who, speaking
recently at a meetng of the Church Congress, smd “Lafe
without the love of man and woman wonld be like the world
without sunshine

Therefore, I contend that Birth Control 1s moral because 1t
renders possible the continuation of that sunshine, because it
renders possible the attainment of a higher standard of hfe for
mother and for chid and of a higher standard of Living for
the whole commumty, and finally, 1t 15 moral because 1t pre
vents the otherwise inevitable recurrence of devastating wars
(Applause.)

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, that 1s the speech which [ had

mtended to make on Sunday mght last (Laughter and
applanse ) 1 was prevented from doing so by an incident to
which I wish briefly to refer I am not a cihzen of the United
States and I have not the right, nor have I the desire, to com
ment upon or mterfere m your purely domestic matters
(laughter) , but 1ssues are sometimes raised in one country
which affect all countnies (applause), and among such 1ssues
15 the 1ssue of freedom of speech (Applause ) On that issue
I feel that 1, as an Enghshman, am entitled to express my
opmion to you as Americans (applause), for we share not only
the same language but the same traditions of government and
of liberty (applause), we inhent io a large extent the same
history King Henry VIII, who liberated England from the
domination of Rome (applause), Queen Elizabeth, 1n whose
glonous reign was first developed that overseas movement of
the English race from which your nation sprang, Cromwell,
who fought for conshitutional liberty, Milton, who defended
hiberty iz words that will live for all time,—all these and
countless others whose names may be forgotten but whose
works stll endure, all these are a part of your history as well
ay of mine, and 1n the name of this glorious heritage which we
together share, I appeal to you not to permut the great principle
of liberty of speech to be trampled under foot 1n any part of
your country (Great applause )

I hold that there 15 no hberty so 1mportant to the world as
liberty of speech, for without freedom of speech progress 1s
unpossible, unless men and women are free to criticize nast
tutions and practises which they hold to be wrong and free to
advocate changes which they hold to be desirable, there can
be no effective movement for reform or progress of any kind.
(Applause ) The mcident of last Sunday mght shows how
easily this fundamental liberty may be immperiled, although 1t
12 expressly enshrined i your own constitution, and may be
mmperiled by the very officials whose duty 1t 15 to defend the
law and the constitution (Applause )

9

I SPEAK TO you on this subject because 1t does not affest

America only, because what happened the other might 15 a
warning to all nations Fifty years ago we mn England mm
agined that the battle of hberty had been won for all time
Tennyson wrote, 1f you remember, of freedom broadened down
from precedent to precedent, he may have been nght at the
time when he wrote, but he was wrong for the future,~-he was
wrong 1n assummg that freedom would automatically progress
No progress 1s automatic Each advance that the world makes
has to be won by fresh effort, by the efforts of those who see
ahead, as Mrs Margaret Sanger has done {applause) and who
devote their lives, as she has done, to working for the progress
of mankind (Applause )

And let me give you one further warning Not only 1s at
mmpossible to hope that progress will be antomatic, but even
the maintenance of the freedom you have won 1s not automatic
As one of the most brilhant English orators said many years
ago, “the price of freedom 1s eternal vigilance,” and he was
perfectly night, for mn all countries there are enemies of free
dom, monarchs, politicians and priests (applause), who for
one cause or ancther wish to deprive their fellowmen and
women of liberty of action, of hberty of speech, and even of
liberty of conscience There lurks a danger which, if we shut
our eyes to 1t, may destroy the advance achieved by centuries
of effort. I repeat, the price of liberty 1is eternal vigilance

And therefore, to you, as Americans, I, as an Enghshman,
appeal, I appeal to you to exercise that eternal wmigilance which
15 the price of liberty, I appeal to you to defend your hiberties
by whomsoever they are attacked, and I make this appeal to
you not for the sake of your own country only, but for the
sake of all mankind (Prolonged applause )

N OBDER TO determme exactly the status of true public
opmnion concermng the morality of Birth Control as a
practice and a program, and in order that every shade of
thought pro and contra might be represented at our now Ius
toric mass meeting that concluded, despite the efforts of our
enemies, the First American Birth Control Conference, the
following letter was sent to representative leaders of thought
and opimon

1 Is not over populairon & menace to the peace of the world?

2 Would not the legal dissemination of scientific Buth Con
trol information through the medwm of clinics by the
medical profession be the most logical method of checking
the problem of over population?

3 Would knowledge of Burth Control change the moral attr-
tude of men and women toward the marriage bond, or lower
the moral standards of the youtk of the country?

4 Do you believe that knowledge which enables parents to
limit thewr families wall make for human happiness and
raise the moral, socual and intellectual standards of the
population?

As a vital part of the constructive effort for future work,
seemed that an open discussion on this subject by men and
women of internalional importance would help to guide the
American people to a just dectsion

I would greatly appreciate an expressed opinion, if you have
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no objections, to be read ot the opening meeting, knowing the
weight 1 would have with the intelligent people of this coun
try 1 have already recewed replies from Edward Carpenter,
Havelock Elhis, Dean Inge, Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral, and
the Bishop of Lordon

May I hope you will seriously consider the importance of ths
and allow me to express in advance my gratitude for a brief
letter covering these points

The replies have been so varied, so compelling 1n interest, so
stimulating to thought and discussion that THE BirTH CONTROL
Review will publish the most sigmficant replies, both adve
cating and opposing our program This month we begm with
the letters of Warner Fite, of the department of philosophy of
Princeton, Judge Lindsey, and others equally prominent.

More contributions to this invaluable discussion will be pub
Lished 1n subsequent numbers of the REVIEW

Professor Warner Fite
Department of Philosophy, Princeton

IT GIVES ME great pleasure to reply to the four questions
proposed 1n your letter of October 22nd, as follows

1 I believe that over population 1s the most serious menace
to the peace of the world It furmishes not merely one motive
for war, but the motive which, in the end, underhes and sus
tams all other motives, and the only one which makes war
mevitable

2 T believe that Birth Coatrol based upon scientific mnves
tigation and the dissemination of scientific information, 1s the
only logical and, I should add, the only moral and human
method of controlling population The only other method I
can think of 1s to allow war and starvation to produce their
patural results

3 1 believe that common knowledge of easy and certan
methods of Barth Control could not fail to work some change
1n the moral attitude of men and women towards the marriage
bond and some change in the moral 1deas of the youth—just
because the calculation of consequences and the fear of con
sequences form so large and so corrupting an ingredient 1n the
composition of present sex morality With the fear of con
sequences removed, there would undoubtedly be some mcrease
1 the number of :llicit sex relationships  But I cannot see that
this would be a moral loss, or that there 18 a moral advantage
mn preserving a spurious chastity On the other hand, there
would be a corresponding—perhaps more than corresponding
—increase 1n the number of early marmages and 1n the mar
nages now forbidden by economie conditions This would be
a great and important gam i the direction of wholesomeness
of life both personal and social And 1n the end 1 think that
the moral effect of Birth Control as an established fact would
be to sift out and make clear the motives of personal devotion
and loyalty which constitute the true marnage bond, to em
phasize the sanctity of these motives, and thus to make the
marriage bond stand for a higher conception of life than 1t
does at present,

4. To me the importance of Birth Control as a condition of
any advance i cultural (i.e, moral, sccial, intellectual) hife
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1s simply obvious Every such advance rests upon the possi
bility of transforming some part of life from a necessity of
nature mto a matter of personal choice It does not follow
from this that the choice wall be narrow and ignoble 1 have
no criticism to pass upon those who are voluntanly childless—
that 1s genuinely their own affawr,—but I think that few parents
really envy them Yet to make the comung of children worth
while, for them, for us, for society generally, we must be able to
control therr number And to say that modern hfe makes
children a burden 1s only to say that today each ch:ild is an
object of responsible concern and solicitude as he never was
before It matters not what view we take, personal, famly or
social  If human Iife 15 to be more than a feeding of mouths
we must control the number of mouths to be fed, if population
1s to do more than press upon subsistence, we must control the
population

These replies are at your service, to read at the open meet
Ing or not, as you judge worth while

John S. Sumner
Secretary, The New York Society for the Suppression of Vice

OUR REPLIEES to the questions which you propounded fol
low

1 Over population 1s not a menace to the peace of the
world because there 1s no over population It 1s true that
some countries the density of population exceeds that in other
countries, and that mn eities there 1s hurtful congestion of pop
ulation, but 1t must be remembered that pnior to the World
War, Belzium was the most densely populated country m
Europe It was also the most peaceful, prosperous and con
tented It 1s not the physical fact of population but the mental
and spinitual condrior of a people which determines the ques
tion as to a menace to continued peace

2. If there were general over population as dishngwmished
from congestion of population 1n certan limited areas, the
logical way to meet the condition would be to check the birth
rate or practice euthanasia among the unfit. But we are told
by the disciples of Birth Control 1n Holland, where the doctrine
15 practiced, that there 15 no decline m the birth rate and that
the period of the individual bife has been increased. This
would eventually lead to increased density of populatior and
therefore the doctrine of so-called Birth Control, as practiced
m the Netherlands, could not be an effecive offset to over-
population

3 The knowledge and pratice of Birth Control, through the
prevention of conception, would and has changed the moral
attitude of men and women toward the marnage bond, or pref
erably the marnage status This 1s indicated by divorce sta
tistics Consider New York City In 1919 there were 1224
matrimoniel actions or 1224 married couples m the Courts
seeking to bave a complete or parhial dissolution of the mar
riage contract. As 1ssue of these parhies there were only 399
munor children If each child were the 1ssue of dafferent par
ents that would still leave 825 or 67 per cent of childless mar
nied couples seeking to aveid a relahon which was entered
mnto for Ife In practice so-called Birth Control means birth
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prevention and without a child, the clunax of the assumption
of the obligations of marnage, the parhies to a marriage are
mclined to regard that status with levity, to be assumed or dis-
cerded like a garment,

HE KNOWLEDGE of Birth Control, which 1s birth pre
vention, would lower the moral standards of the youth
of the country Anythmg which tends to encourage the evasion
of obligations saps and breaks down moral fibre The chief
obligation of marnage 13 procreation. The husbard and wife
are partners m an enterprise, and the crowmng glory of that
enterprise, the true consummation of marnage, 15 the child
Unfortunately, the tendency of the day 1s to devote too much
time to frivolous pleasure This 18 true of all classes and ages
The result 15 an inclination to avord what would interfere with
self mmdulgence There 15 no doubt that the bearing and rear
mg of children 15 such an interference. It follows that if
knowledge for the prevennon of conception 1s imparted to
youth with authority and as a desirable thing endorsed by
“mce people,” that youth wall eagerly accept and use that
knowledge At first the idea may be merely to delay pro
creation, but delays are dangerous and usually result 1 utter
abandonment and as a result lfe’s greatest and most soul
satisfying obhigation, the obligahon of parenthood, 1s entirely
avoided That 15 the story of the increasing divorce rate and
the purposeiess lives of so many

Character 1s built by assuming obligahons and overcoming
dificulties If obligahons are evaded there 1s no character
Without character there 1s no moral standard, If we equp
and encourage youth to evade life’s greatest obligation, we are
gomng far 1 the direction of no moral standards and purpose
less, disappointed, bitter lives. Our elders did not serve us so

4, We believe that where there 1s the probability of
diseased or mentally defective progeny, or where the health or
bife of the mother would be endangered by child bearmg,
parents should be advised agamst further 1ssue and should be
mformed personally by a licensed physician of any knmown
harmless means toward such a result. This can be legally done
at the present hme. It requires no propaganda and no change
mn the State law

A correspondence course on the subject or remedies fur
mished by a mail order house would be neither safe nor useful
There 1s no need for a change 1n the Federal law It would
certainly result 1n a renewal of that situation when the mails
were flooded with sealed packages addressed 10 boys and girls,
placing temptation 1 thewr way with a promse of safety frem
unfortunate consequences, for the financial profit of vicious
and mercenary interests,

We favor the prevention by present legal means of the ag-
gravation or transmuttal of either physical or mental disease
and believe that 1t would make for human happiness and would
raise the social and intellectual average of the community and
probably also the verge of moral conduct.

We can see no reason for any alteration i either Section
1142 of the Penal Law of the State of New York, nor 1n Sec
taons 211 or 245 of the Unrted States Criminal Law, but rather
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the certamty of untold harm should amendments limiting the
scope of those laws be enacted

Katherine Anthony

IT SEEMS VERY appropriate that the first American Birth
Control Conference should begin on the same day as the

first International Disarmament Conference For it 15 un
doubtedly true that over population contributes to war as
directly as compehtion 1n armament Probably the reduction
of armament means even less for the peace of the world than
reduction of surplus population A world which really wants
peace will take as much interest mn the control of the birth rate
as 1 the reduction of armament

That poverty as well as war thrives on over population 18
hardly disputed 1n academic circles Economusts frem John
Stuart Mill to the latest experts on American income statistics
have repeatedly told us that One needs to be mdifferent to
the planest lessons of hustory and economics 1n order to con-
demn Birth Control or 1gnore the question

If farmly limitation, then, helps to prevent war and poverty,
1t can scarcely be tabooed on grounds of immorality For the
best that has ever been said on behalf of war and poverty 1s
that they are necessary evils, not that they are moral assets

From the pomnt of wiew of society, Burth Control to this
extent has 1ts moral uses And from the point of view of the
mdividual, a moral attitude which 15 sustaned by ignorance
and fear 15 a feeble thing to depend upon  Young pecple have
a night to expect a better ethical nourishment from those who
set up moral standards for their education

Mary Johnston

Y FEELING 1s that the lasting solution lies 1n an increas
g conhnence and a sublimation, all along the line, of
the sex pature And I should like to see arise a movement
which should directly mculcate this
But 1t 1s hikewise my opinon, that pending this slow nner
and spontaneous change, there should be available in this and
all countries correct mstruction m Birth Control

Judge Ben Lindsey

Juvenile Court, Denver, Colo

FIRST I should say that over population, as the world 1s

now organized and conducted under our present system
of civilization, with all of 1ts stupidities, would certainly be a
menace to the peace of the world.

Second Legal dissemination of scientific Birth Control
information through the medium of clinics by the medical pro
fession, if not the most logical, would certamly be a very
Togical method of checking the problem of over population

Third There 1s nothing n this world that I am mere con
vinced of than that knowledge of Birth Control would posi
tively not change the moral attitude of men and women towards
the marnage bond, or lower the moral standards of the youth
of the country On the contrary, I am posit:ve 1t wonld 1m
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prove and mncrease both Did thme permit, from my expe
rience here, I think I could give many reasons for this belief

Fourth How any one could doubt that knowledge which
enables parents to lymt their families could fail to make for
human happmess and raise the moral, social and intellectual
standards of the population, 1s more than I can understand
Of course I behieve that such knowledge would do all of these
things and to my mind 1t 1s little short of crime itself that such
knowledge 1s being withheld

May I say 1n conclusion that if we squarely faced this 1ssue
and had some rules and regulations through which scientific
Busth Control information could be dissemmated through the
proper mediums, 1t would do much to end the prommscuous and
oftimes misleading information which 1s positively bemg cr
culated quite generally now with reference to Birth Control,—
the truth 1s that no power on earth 1s going to prevent people
from getting knowledge of Birth Control, no matter what one’s
views may be, but because of a sort of “dog in the manger”
attitude of those who oppose Birth Control and because of a
very well meaming but I think mustaken attitude of seme of our
moralists, birth control information—which they are not stop
ping—i1s prohibited or adulterated with so much misinfor
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mation that by such attitude, we are prevented from getting

real, genuine good, such as would come from a proper dis
semnation

Frederick A. Bushee, Ph D.

Unwerswy of Colorado, Boulder, Colo

1 If ultumate rather than rmmediate 1nfluences are consid
ered, 1 believe that over population should be ranked as the
chief cause of war

2 It would be one important method of controlling popula
tion, but 1t would not by iuself suffice for the ends sought by
the Eugemsts Other methods would have to be used to con
trol the reproduction of undesirables

3 In some cases where moral standards are based on fear,
1t might lower those standards, but I think the possible danger
from this source 1s not comparable to the benefits to be derived
from ncreased knowledge I do not believe that the attitude
towards marriage would be much affected.

4 My opmion 1s that 1t would not, and the evidence from
Holland seems to confirm this opimion

Birth Control and Infant Mortality: An Economic Problem
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By James Maurer
President Pennsylvama Federation of Labor, Harnsburg, Pa.

URING THE early history of this Republic, it was quite
fashionable, in fact, patriotic, to have large famlies

The head of the famly wanted plenty of children with
which to work the farm Fixing the minority age at twenty
one years, gave parents the right to exploit their offspring unti
they arrived at their majonity  Another incentive for big fam
ilies was the new world needed people so much that the harth
of a child was looked upon, not only as a famly asset, but a
patriotic contribution to the Nathon The larger the fammly,
e those days, the greater the opportumty for the head of the
farmly to pay off the mortgage and get rich Indeed, farmhes
with only five or s1x children were not considered big  Nine
and ten children were looked upon as the average family To
boast of bemng the father of a big famly, 1t was necessary to
have from twelve to eighteen children and, to accomplish this,
1t was often necessary to send two or three wives to their
graves Indeed, it 1s seldom that living mothers of such large
families can be found When one 15 discovered, 1t 15 such a
rare exception that it attracts the attention of the scientific
world and public officials, as in the case of Mrs Domenco
Zaccahea, of New York, a living mother of sixteen children,
who received a letter of congratulation from President Harding
Great industrial changes have taken place during the past
century The primitive handicraft methods of production on
the farm, gradually, gave way to machine production and
agricultural machinery The farm which formerly required
a dozen people to work, can now be worked with three or four

The blacksmth and wheel wnight shops which were once part
of the farm equipment have, long age, evoluted nto factores,
mlls and workshops of towns and ciies The same 1s true of
the textile mndustry Even butier and cheese-making 1s no
longer part of the farmer’s work. As this work left the farm,
1t was quite natural that the workers should also leave There
was no longer any economic need for large farmhies but, due
to habit and religious dogma, big famhes eontinued to be
fashionable and, while it 1s true that the children of the big
farmuly were no longer needed, the greater truth 1s that the farm
could no longer support a big family so the children, naturally,
drifted after the jobs 1n the cities, there to mingle and associate
with others who left, not only other farms, but countries, 1n
search of Jobs, or the privilege to do the work which once upon
a time was done on the farm  There, under a new and strange
environment, they hear, from certain physicians, corporation
serving politicians, the clergy and the press, much about the
honor and glory of raising big families and Birth Control 1s
damned, not only as unpatniotic, but as an unpardonable sin
And of course, the having of big families goes mernly on
Chiidren are poured into the world withowt the slightest re
gard for their prospects of mamtenance, health or happiness

WHEl\ ON THE farm and exploited by their fathers, the

combined family earnings belonged to the famly and,
e tume, through mhentance, each child received is share of
the remaimmng wealth created collectively by the family There
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fore, from a purely monetary pomnt of view, there really was
Iittle, or no exploitation Not so, however, under the new
order The wage-worker of today, whether mmor or adult,
works not for the fammly fund which some day may revert to
those who created 1t, but, on the contrary, every penny, above
his, or her, wage, or cost of living and reproduction, goes to
the people who own the job and not one cent ever finds its way
back to these who created 1t, unless 1t is 1n the form of charity
It 1s, therefore, quite natural for those who live by exploiting
their fellow men, to favor the rmsing of big famlies The
greater the number, the easier the picking Wages are fixed
so that fathers cannot afford to support and educate therr
children. The children must go to work and become self
sustammng  This often brings the children in direct compe
tion with the parents who suffer wage reductions on account
of the competition of therr own children

Every effort to place Child Labor legislation on the statute
books of our various States, or Nation, 1s vagorously opposed
by the interests who profit either by exploiing mmors directly,
or who use children as competitive clubs to beat down the
wages of men and women Of course they want their victims
to multiply, no matter how mothers may suffer and die, or
whether some of the offspring from underfed, weak, over
worked, soul racked mothers are physically, or mentally, de-
fecive “See,” cry the parasites, “we are a Christian and
charitable people’ We care for these unfortunates We allow
them to display their deformities on the public highways and
beg In the bigness of our hearts, we grve some of them jobs,
even 1f we don’t pay them very much We mamtamn an army
of police to protect, not only ourselves, but the workers, as
well, agamnst those suffering, not only from mental defects,
but rebellious intellects as well We erect and maintain penal
nstitutions, hospitals and lunatic asylums at an enormous
expense to take care of these unfortunates who happen not to
die m mfancy” And mn one grand chorus, the whole outfit
smgs, “Suffer litile workers, let them come We need them
every hour™ And yet, 1t may seem strange to some people that
those who cry the loudest for big famlies, usually have either
no families or very small ones, themselves

PRESIDENT HARDING, who congratulated poor Mrs Zac

cahea because she gave barth to sixteen cluldren, has no
children of his own. In fact our three last presidents, all com
bined, had only five children, less than two to a fammly Sen
ator Penrose doesn’t have any, while the Governor of Penn
sylvama, I understand, has two As a matter of fact, wealthy
men, best able to rase large families, are erther bachelors or
fathers of small families, Medical men, statishcs tell us, have
the smallest birth rate, while the birth rate among the clergy
15 almost as low as it 13 among the medicai profession Yet
there was a ime when the clergy boasted of therr large fam
1hes The merchant and professional classes also have very
low birth rates We also find small famulies among the faurly
well paid, skilled mechamics. It 15 the poor, the unskilled, the
poorest of the poor, we find, who have the large families, those
who, through no fault of their own, live from hand to mouth,
1n rented shanties or vile, disease breeding tenements, and who
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recewve a wage scarcely big enough to decently support them
selves  Yet, these are the unfortunates who have the largest
families Tens of thousands of these mothers must, besides
bearing the children, do all the house work, cock, wash, sew,
nurse the sick and, perhaps, get a job to help her husband earn
a few dollars extra to buy bread for the hungry little mouths
at home May I ask, “Can such a mother give birth to a
vigorous, healthy, normal child?” Ordmnary common sense
says, “No” Yet these are the mothers to whom present day
society looks for the perpetuation of the race while the well
to do, the wealthy, leisure class, with no cares, comfortable
homes and assured incomes, refuse to bear children and, 1n
many cases, for no other reason than that to do so mght inter
fere with their life of play and social ambitions

ON THE OTHER hand, we find a great many of the pro
fessional and skilled mechanics raising families within
therr means The average among this class of workers are
desirous of giving their children every advantage in the strug
gle for existence possible, education, plenty of good, whole-
some food and comfortable homes And this 1s only possible
where the size of the family 1s kept within the mcome of the
parents and the health of the mother 15 carefully guarded
Although a Federal law prohubits the transportation of any
izformation as to preventing conception and the laws of
eighteen states, still more drashic, forbad the giving of infor
mation, by any means whatever, verbally or even indirectly, ir
all other states, except four, they have laws of one kind, or
another, prolibiting birth regulation  But all these laws seem
to be “dead letters” 1n so far as the nch, or mddle class, 18
concerned The size of their families proves that these more
fortunate members of society can, and do, get the information
and, most Likely, from their farmly physicians which, of course,
15 the proper place to getit. But the poor, without influence or
money, who need the mformation most, cannot get it and, as a
result, may resort to abortion, amateurish, dangerous, bungling
operations
Almost every young marmed couple, no matter how poor
they may be, dreams of a cozy home and children of their own
The stork’s first visit brings joy and the bond of matrimony 1s
welded tighter when the baby that 1s wanted, comes How
proud the parents are and what dreams both have of the future
possibilities of their child! Before baby can walk, or talk, the
stork comes again, this time, not with a baby that 1s really
wanted, but with one that 15 welcome just the same And so,
a third, fourth and fifth, in rapad succession, come While the
parents love them all, the last arrivals were not wanted The
happy, plump, rosy cheeked bride of a few years ago 1s now
s thn, pale and haggard locking woman There was not
enough rest for the mother between each birth. As a matter
of fact, her responsibilittes, household duties and labors in
creased as her body was dramed and her witality decreased

N THE meantime, the father finds the struggle to care for
his family is becoming more difficult His wages do not
mcrease wher his family does Enforced idleness, sickness,
mcreased cost of living, high rents, etc., come His wages are



14

not enough to meet the famly expenses so the growmng famly,
through force of necessity, moves into a smaller, cheaper and
less desirable place. Unconsciously, perhaps, they also econo
mize on the food and, amidst their siruggle to live, comes the
mysterious hand of Death The baby, born from a weak, over
worked, underfed mother, dies Surely now, with one less 1
the famly for which to care, the mother will soon regain her
health. But a muscarniage blasts their hopes Poverty does
not permit engaging a nurse so, while the father 1s at work,
ten year old Bobbie and eight year old Mary try to take care
of Mother and baby brother and sister True, Mrs McGinms,
a kind hearted neighbor and mother of eight chuldren herself,
drops 1n now and then to give a helpmng hand.

So, tme passes on, more chldren, not wanted, come The
father, growing older, finds that the pace demanded to hold ks
job 1s getting beyond lum  The plant has been Taylorized and
speed 1s what counts The wife, a mere frame of her former
self, sickly and disheartened, collectors everlastngly demand
ing payment, evichion threatened, another baby dies Father
and husband out of work, or working short time and, amdst
all this hell, the stork threatens to come agamn. “Oh, God,”
says the mother, “why another one? We can’t take care of
those we do have and that’s why they die, so why send us
babies only to die as babies?” And many of these mothers,
in sheer desperation, resort to aborhon, somehmes without
success, with the result that often deformed creatures are
ushered into existence And, if the father, different from
many others, does not weaken and, hke a coward, desert s
family to escape the tortures of misery and poverty, and the
mother does not die or go crazy, they may raise, to manhood
and womanhood, some of their children, only to see ther sons,
some day perhaps, taken from them to be used for “cannon

fodder” to feed a war inspired by men of small famlies or no
famlies at all

THERE MAY be some who thunk that this picture 15 over

drawn, but I assure you that 1t 1s not overdrawn, There
are millions of such families 1n the United States and, in some
of them, the condihions are far worse than those I just de-
scribed.

It 13 obvious, therefore, that the poor camnot afford large
families But, laying astde the question of bread and butter,
or the hardships of parents, 1s 1t wise for a nation to depend
upon weakened, neglected, underfed, overworked, soul racked
mothers for the perpetuation of the race? Is 1t wise to pauper
12e a family so that the mother may bring forth children, many
of them to die m infancy, others to live as mental defectives
to reproduce their kind? Is 1t wise? Is st just? 1 dare say,
18 1t human to give to the world the free and unrestricted
knowledge of how to breed ammals and, at the same time,
outlaw the science of human birth regulalion and treat as
immoral! and imdecent the knowledge which surrounds the
sacredness of human motherhood?

The home 1s the place where happiness must dwell and, to
be happy, the coming of chaldren must be welcome, but there
can be no happiness if the coming of children 1s at the sacn
fice of the wafe’s health, or Iife. Neither can there be happ

The Birth Control Review

ness where the father’s wage 1s insufficient to properly prownide
for the farmly

Government officials define a living wage for a family of
five at tharty five dollars a week. We know that mllions of
fathers receive no such wage and it 1s usually these poorly
paid fathers who have the largest families In Pennsylvama,
a highly developed industrial State, we find that, during the
past four years, out of every thousand babies born, an average
of one hundred and nmme died before they were a year old
Compare these figures, mm “no-birth control” Pennsylvama,
with New Zealand where family regulation 1s permutted and
understood. The baby death rate there s only fifty per thou
sand, as agamnst one hundred and mmne m Pennsylvana
Astounding and truthful as these figures are, they do, however,
not tell the whole truth  We find that, lngh as the death rate
among babies 1s, 1t varies according to the famuly income
For instance, in Johnstown, Pennsylvama, among the em
ployees of the Cambria Plant of the Midvale Steel, where
housing conditions are bad and wages low, we find the death
rate, among the first and second born, was, when the survey
wes taken, one hundred and thirty eight per thousand, while
the death rate of babies under one year of age and among the
nmth or later born, was two hundred and one per thousand
We further find that, as wages decrease, the baby death rate
increases Infant mortality, where the family income averages
five hundred dollars a year, average one hundred and sixty five
per thousand. Where the income 15 seven hundred dollars, 1
drops to one hundred and twenty per thousand. With nme
hundred dollars’ income, we find the death rate drops to
eighty five per thousand. At one thousand dollars a year, and
over, it drops down to sixty five per thousand.

N PITTSBURGH, the heart of the Steel Trust and the cancer
spot of the steel belt, where the steel companies profess to

have restored pre-war conditions, the hours worked are, never
theless, pretty much the same. More men are workmng twelve-
hour shifts now than before the war The annual earmings of
over one-third of all productive ron and steel workers are,
and have been for years, below the level set by government
experts as the minimum of subsistence for families of five,
while the annual earmings of seventy two per cent of all
workers were, and shll are, below the level set by government
experts as the mimimum of comfort for fammhes of five

Pittsburgh lost more babies m 1920, mn proportion to its
birth, than any other of the large American cities for which
sehable records are available. Its wastage of young hife, for
the year, exceeded that of seventeen cities of more than two
hundyed and fifty thousand population, 1n the birth registration
area. The measurement of this loss by an infant mortaluy
rate The number of deaths of infants under one year of age,
per thousand, born alive, shows that, for every one thousand
babies born i Pittshurgh 1n 1920, one hundred and ten failed
to survive throughout the year This means a loss, during
wfancy, of cne life out of every mmne.

For the same year, Boston had one infant death to ten births,
Philadelphia, one to eleven, New York City, one to twelve and
Seattle, one to eighteen.
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Compare Seattle to Pittsburgh and we find 4 rate twice as
favorable as that for Prtsburgh
For the past four years, we find the difference still more
surprising  Piitsburgh’s average for four years was one hun
dred and twenty two baby deaths under one year, for every
thousand births, Boston, one hundred and three, Philadelpha,
one hundred and three, Cincinnati, ninety, New York City,
eighty seven, Portland, Oregon, sixty-eight, and Seattle, fifty
eight These figures do not tell the whole story, they merely
give averages for an entire city
IN PITTSBURGH, WHERE the workers live, we find infant
mortality 1s more than a hundred per cent higher than
what 1t 1s where the well to do people live The twenty second
ward of Pitsburgh 1s a working-class ward Here the death
rate for infanis under one year of age, during 1920, was one
hundred and fifty seven per thousand live births while, 1n the
fourteenth ward, Schenley Park District, where the upper class
hves, the death rate, per thousand births, was sixty four In
the first ward, another working class ward, the death rate for
mfants under one year of age 13 one hundred and fifty six
per thousand live births, while, in the thirteenth ward, a fine
residential sechion, the rate 1s seventy per thousand
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It 13 obvious, therefore, that infant mortality 1s, 1n a great
measure, an economic problem and must be treated as such

Babies are precious and a joy to the home and are only
a source of strength to the Nation when they are, themselves,
healthy and when they do not dran and destroy the mother
who bears them But, children, born under the circumstances
I have just described, are not a joy to the family, or themselves,
and are a hability to the Naton Of those who Lve, how
few grow to be healthy men and women The fact that about
one out of every four dies from tuberculosis 1s, mn 1tself, a
command for awakenmg of the social conscience We must
learn to recognize the difference between cause and effect.
Today, society 1s trymng to cure effect with charity, msane
asylums, poor houses, jals, clubs and bullets Why net look
for the cause and remedy the evil at 1ts base? Then there will
be no effect with which to deal Let us raise the curtamn of
false modesty, teach the children sex hygiene and the mysteries
of their own bodies Let rich and poor alike have free access
to the knowledge of Birth Control Hospatals, clinics and dis-
pensanies must be left free to admimster to suffering humanity
To do so means, not race-suicide, but race-preservation

Notes From The Field

ON TUESDAY NIGHT, December 6th, Mrs Sanger spoke
at a meeting of the New York County Registered Nurses
Association, at 132 East 45th Street, New York City

Mrs Sanger made an address to 300 graduate registered
nurses on the subject of “Birth Coatrol” and she also pomnted
out 1ts relation to their work and the important part that they
play mn this vital movement. Mrs. Sanger found a very
sympathetic audience awaiting her speech.

After a nsing vote of thanks to her and the adjournment
of the meeting, she was 1mmediately surrounded by enthusiastic
and interested women asking what they could do to further this
necessary and fundamental cause.

THE BirtE ConTROL REVIEW and other educational literature
on the subject was heartily welecomed and many new members
were enrolled to the American Birth Control League

THE FIRST state to be wisited mn the national campaign of
the new League was Massachusetts A meeting was held
at the Hotel Copley Plaza for Mrs Sanger on Thursday,
December 15th  Dr Lothrop Stoddard of Boston, the author
of “The Rising Tide of Color” and a member of the National
Council, mtreduced Mrs Sanger to a meeting which crowded
the hall to the doors
Miss Rose Standish Nichols gave a tez in honor of Mrs

Sanger’s visit to Boston at her home 1n Mount Vernon Street
on Wednesday afternoon, and Mrs W B Cannon opened her
home 1n Cambridge for a meeting Wednesday eveming to which
were wvited a number of Cambridge physicians and the mem
bers of the Harvard faculty and therr friends Beside Dr
Stoddard, other promiment Bostomans who jomed the National
Council of the American Birth Control League are Professor
Willlam McDougall and Dr Alice Hamilton, members of the
faculty of Harvard Umiversity, Mrs Qakes Ames and Dr
Abraham Myerson Mrs Cannon was chosen temporary chair-
man of a commuttee to secure members m the New League for
Massachusetts

Miss Virginia Young and Dr Lydia Allen DeVilbiss spoke
to the members of the Godmothers’ League Day Nursery at
the Armenia Relief Bulding on December 20th

At the regular monthly meeting of the Women’s Law Club
held at the Hotel McAlpin, December 20th, Mrs Anne Kennedy
presented the aums of the New League

At the College Club Miss Clara Louise Rowe, the Organ-
1zation Secretary, met recently the Philadelphia members to
arrange for a Pennsylvama State Conference, which will be
called at Philadelphea, January 30th and 31st.

LINCOLN’S WARNING

“I do not pretend to be a prophet

But though not a prophet, I see a very dark cloud on our horzon

Thaz dark

cloud 1s coming from Rome It is filled wuth tears of blood It will rise and wncrease tull us flanks will be torn by a flash
of lightning, followed by a fearful peal of thunder Then a cyclone such as the world has never seen will pass over the
country, spreading ruin and desolotion from north to south. After it 1s over there will be long days of peace and prosperuty,
for popery, wuth us Jesuus and mercidess Inquisition, will have been forever swept awey from the country Nether I nor
you, but our children, utll see these things *—(From page 715, Fifty Years in the Church of Rome, by Rev Charles

Chmiquy )
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Eugenic Aspect of Birth Control
By Roswell H Johnson

T IS MY task to contrast the effects on racial progress of
(a) a contmmuation of the presents status 1 reference to
Birth Control with the results that would follow, (b) a repeal
of the present laws which purport to suppress 1t and a con
structive effort to influence the distibution of Birth Control
1nstead
The present condition 1s one truly appalling We have an
alarmingly low birth rate from intellectually supertor persons
We have on the other hand a disproportionate contribution
from the nferzor

No problem whatsoever 1s of more importance than the
amelioration of this condiion Men of the future will have
the characteristics of the super fecund and will lack the char
acteristics of the sterile or sub fecund Our most pressing
problem 1s to mcrease 1+~ birth rate from the superior and
to decrease that frr 2ferior The present laws attempt
ng to suppre () 1 utterly fail to hold up the birth
rate amo. =, we turn to the mfenor, we find
1t one of means by which their relative
super fecunct -~ iﬁ

The eviden.
whick mmpel tb \%‘/

Control are poo !
since birth of las
support the additic

~ar and direct The reasons
v for knowledge on Birth
ame for proper recovery
wve all, financial mahility to
aren
We find then that .conomic pressure 1s the greatest potential
force to hold down the birth rate of the relatively inefficient.
Its failure to be more effective 15 the unbidden child Let all
children be bidden children and at once there wall be a marked
reduction of the children in the harassed homes

HREE ELEMENTS which tend to mterfere wath this result
are rapidly bemng reduced (1) the extreme simplicity

of need, such that some mdivaduals of very low earning capa
city do not feel their restricion of mcome The rapid spread
of communication and umversalization of simlar clothes and
manners which replace the old local simplicies and provin
cialisms 13 making not only all nations and classes more and
more ahke m their spending habits, but giving them simlar
attitudes toward all things mcluding the dislike of very large
farmlies, (2) the spread of child labor laws which has gone
on very rapidly and 1s still i progress, together with a marked
smultaneous increase 1n the cost of rearing children are
rapidly cutting down the number of families where large fam
1lies “pay their way”, (3} there 1s a rapid increase of social
capillarity progressing 1n the world over by which parents
know therr children can climb out of their own social and
financial class if the child possesses the requisite quahty
individually  Class blocking no longer acts as much as for
merly to hold down expenditure standards of the less well paid
We can confidentially predict therefore, that 1n countrres
like Holland, without the objectionable laws, we have less
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super fecundity of inferiors and a lesser gap between the
fecundity of various groups Studies there paralleling those
of the United States Children’s Bureau, based on size of fam
ilies 1n relation to mcome, are very desirable

The advocates of Birth Control will not be satisfied with
negative step such as the removal of suppressive laws with
reference to contraceptives They wish to see that Birth Con
trol 1s wisely distributed Birth Control 1s not birth repression,
but truly wise control—that 1s more births from superior and
less from mferior

When the suppressive laws are removed then our task has
only begun We must see to 1t that the knowledge of means
of control are made class and world wide The Aryan stock
15 today the most given to Birth Control and 1t must see that
1t does not suffer internationally by the relative 1gnorance of
mfericr stocks The medical nussionary should be thoroughly
equipped and not hampered from spreading Birtk Control be
cause his country outlaws it.

In conclusion, the laws suppressing information and means
of Birth Control should be removed because by so doing we
can to some extent preven: the outbreeding of superiors by
inferiors now going on

Reply by Margaret Sanger to
Archbishop Hayes’ Statement

AM GLAD to learn from Archbishop Hayes’ Christmas pas-
I toral that the church has a clear understanding of Burth
Control separating it defimtely from taking bife after con
ception has occurred

Many people have been of the opmion that the church con
fused the two 1deas and denied vigorously that the church op
posed prevention of conception as distinct from interfering
with life after conception has occurred From Archbishop
Hayes’ statement we at last realize that there 13 a perfect under
standing by the church of what the Birth Control Movement
stands for For this I am grateful

I do not care to answer the Archbishop’s theological state-
ment concerning the will of the Almighty His arguments are
purely those based on assumption and he knows no more about
the faets of the immortality of the soul than the rest of us
human bemngs What he believes concerming the soul after life
1s based upon theory and he has a perfect right to that behef,
but we, who are trying to better humamty fundamentally, be
lieve that a healthy, happy human race 1s more n keeping
with the laws of God than diwsease, musery and poverty per
petuating 1itself generation after generation

There 15 no objection to the Catholic Church inculcating the
theories and doctrines 1n 1ts own church and to 1ts own people,
but when they attempt to make these 1deas legislative acts and
force their opinions and code of morals upen the Protestant
members of this country, then we do consider this an wter
ference with the principles of this Democracy and we have a
right to protest.
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A Catholic Woman on Birth Control

IT IS extremely discouraging, though not at all surprising,
to read m the papers the stand taken by s Grace Arch

bishop Hayes, in denuncration of the movement for contra-
ception

Of course, 1t must be remembered that the Catholic Church
15 a very old and conservative mstrinuon that 1t 1s controlled
absolutely by men, and that these men are vowed to celibacy
Instead, therefore, of being surprised at this opposition of the
Church, it wonld be astomshing if an mstitution so controlled,
acted otherwise

Women are relatively ummportant i the Catholic Church
though, as m other denominations, they form by far the bulk
of 1its active membership The Church holds ngidly to the
Paulian theory of femmine inferionty, and in the marriage
ceremony exhorts the woman “to be subject to your husband m
all things, that man 1s the head of the family, as Christ 15 the
head of the Church, etc ™

Catholics are taught never to question a ruling of the
Church, and even the wishes of local prelates are supposed to
be accepted without question and yet 1t 13 plain to be seen that
American Catholics are no longer bemng bound by these things
His Eminence Cardinal Gibbons threw the weight of his great
office, plus the power of his really charming personality and

learning, agamst woman suffrage, and tried in every
to discourage the participation of Catholic women therein

his Eminence Cardinal O’Connell of Boston (who 1
1+ more reactionary than was Cardinal Gibbons) thundered
st woman suffrage Yet thousands of Catholic American
a are ardent suffrage workers

\ IQUSLY ENOUGH, the Catholic clergy are amusmgly
mconsistent on this subject of contraception They ad
-_te an unrestricted birth rate, and yet they hold up as the
model of motherhood, the Blessed Virgin Mary, who kad one
chid The Holy Famly 15 offered as the perfect model of
domestic life, and yet 1f we are to believe the teaching of the
Church, St Joseph was never the husband of the Virgin Mary
in the real sense of the word, and I think it highly unlikely
that even a Catholic husband would care to maintam such a
relahionship toward his own wife
Furthermore, we are taught that when the Angel Gabriel
announced to the Virgin Mary that she had been chosen to be
the Mother of the Messizh, he asked her consent, and answered
her objections, as we find m the New Testament Yet the
Church does not give their Catholic women this same right of
choice, but commands them “to be subject to your husband 1n
all things ™
I gather from reading the statements of his Grace on this
subject, as well as from numerous interviews which 1 have
had with vanous priests on the same topic, that they believe
that the sexual relation should be entered into for the sole pur
pose of procreation  If that 1s true, why do they not absolutely
forbid intercourse once conception has occurred? Why do
they sanction the marnage of women past the child bearmg
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age. The answer 1s clear because the mstitution of mono
gamous marriage would go to smash if they did

URTHERMORE, since the possibility of the sexual rela-
tionship on the part of the human female survives her
reproductive capacity, 1s not ths the surest proof that the sex
mstinet 11 human bemngs fills something more than the merely
procreative funchion which 1t 18 1 the lower ammals?

The Church has never come out emphatically against pros
titution  Of course, 1t opposes all immorality, but 1s 1t not
reasonable to suppose that a Church which, through all the
ages, has been powerful enough to prombat the {civil) relief
of divorce, would not be equally powerful to prolibit the
illegal msttupion of prostitution? Is not the faiure of the
Church to do so, the surest proof that this man controlled m
stitution 1s stll unable to accept the single standard of morals,
and to enforce upon 1ts male members a rule whichk would be
so distasteful to them

Why, if lus Grace approved the stand of the Eugemc Con
gress for a better and healthier race, does he not demand the
submission of a health certificate by all desiring to marry, as
suggested in the amendment to the Domestic Relations Law,
May 16, 1917? Such a progressive step by the Catholic
Church would compel other denominations to take similar ac
tion, and would be of mestimable value 1n the fight on venereal
disease—the real cause of race smcide 1n this and other
countries

If the Catholic Church only sanctions the sexual relation for
the purposes of begetting offspring, on what ground can they
sanction the use, by Catholic Amenican soldiers 1n France, of
venereal prophalyxis?

IF THE answer 1s “prevention of disease,” then surely con

traception for the same purpose 1s doubly excusable, for
1t has the further merit of protecting society, and unwanted
children from physical and economic distress, whereas venereal
disease prophalyxis was merely to protect men agamst the
result of therr own 1mmorahty

The Catholic Church eventually catches up with the pro
cession, but it will take some time for it to realize and admt
that women are people, really entitled to full equality with
men This can hardly be wondered at when one reads that for
many centuries, some of the greatest Fathers of the Church
debated whether, having been made from a nb of Adam,
woman had a soul at all” However, there 13 comfort in the
reflection that in the very begmning of the catechism we are
taught that “man 1s a creature endowed wath urderstanding
and free unll”

Let us hope “man” 13 mtended m the collective sense, and
such being the case, perhaps women, understanding how many
children they can afford (physically and economically} may
be permutted to exercise free will m having them

Meanwhile, how many Amencan Catholic families do you
know today, with sixteen to twenty children?
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An Unpubhshed Letter to the
New York Times

Dear Sir November 29, 1921

The recent discussion between Birth Control advocates on
one hand and an Archbishop of the Roman Catholic Church
on the other prompts me to mnqure if events as history has
recorded them prove conclusively that the Roman Church
has aiways been so unwilling to have discussed, some things
considered by the Archbishop today as fit only for the ears of
properly schooled anatomsts

Some two hundred and sixty years ago among Italian artsts
the popular subject by reason no doubt of current discussions
was the Immaculate Conception Along with twenty others of
the same subject Murillo pamnted what bas come down to us
as his best known picture This was 1n 1660 just when Pope
Alexander set forth views which were destined to find accept
ance with his Church as Dogma 200 years later During the
mterun about the middle of the 18th Century Benediet XIV
affirmed that “the Church imnclines to the opmion of mmacu
late Conception”

About 100 years later, in 1845, Michelet, the great historian
of the romantic period, wrote “Strange thing, mn the spiritual
epoch, a long discussion, public, solemn and European was
held in the Schools, Churches and College chairs concerning
a subject anatomical, and of which we dare not speak today
only m a school of Medicine What subject? How the Virgin
remamed Virgin having had a baby Conceive of you can of
Monks, persons vowed to celibacy, Dominicans and Franciscans
all racking their brains on the question teaching and preachng
anatomy to children, to Iittle girls, occupying theirr minds with
their sex and 1ts most secret mystery ”

OUR YEARS LATER 1n 1849 Pious IX addressed a circular

letter to the Bishops mviting therr opimions on the advis
ability of defiming the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception
of the Virgin In 1852 the Louvre acquired Murnille’s “Im
maculate Conception” On December 8, 1854, in view of the
generally favorable sentuments expressed by the Bishops,
though some 1n Germany and France feared 1t mopportune and
possibly njurious, Pious IX proceeded to promulgate the
dogma The decree was read m the presence of about 200
Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops assembled 1n Saint Peters
I translate from G Bertin’s “Histowre des Evenements de
Lourdes * Paris 1908

“About three years from that day when by a solemn act of
Prous IX the Holy Virgin, was declared exempt from the stan
of ongmal sin, she herself appeared to a humble child of the
people and by this child interrogated concerning her jdentty
replied ‘I am the Immaculate Conception’ It was the decision
from Heaven after that of Earth Thus a doctrine came to be
wnitten for the World by the Church Go put his signature
to 1t.”

Who will say that those controversies did not reach the
popular mind? That the circulation of an image which re-
mains yet popular left the laity entirely unacquamnted and
devord of cunosity

Surely the hazard to public morals was none the less be-
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cause out of all was to come an ambigwity which 1n turn was
to serve the Church
Does the Roman Church fear for its power through reduc
tron 1n numbers? Must Mrs Sanger to please an Archbishop
or perhaps a Pope adopt some emblem or mute sign?
Yours very truly,
—————— M R Lukens

Resolutions Passed at First American

Birth Control Conference
HILE DESIRING a decrease of the world birth rate m
general, this Conference 1s well aware that this should
take place on the part of individuals whose progeny would
least contribute to a better race and that indeed on the part
of many persons of unusual racial value that their birth rate
18 now too low

Therefore, be u Resolved, that we advocate a larger racial

contribution from those who are of unusual racial value

RESOLUTION
To the Conference on Lamitation of Armaments,
Washington, D C
IS CONFERENCE desires to draw attention to the vatal
mmportance of the population question from the point
of view of nahonal secunty and world peace
If ever recurring wars are to be prevented the people in
each country must be able to live in reasonable comfort within
therr own borders This can only be secured by a well bal
anced control of the birth rate In most countries such a
countrol 1s already bemng practiced by a minonty, but the
masses are still continuing to multiply their numbers regard
less of their chuidren’s prospects m life, regardless of the
hideous suffermg that must ensue when rival races are driven
to fight with one another for room to live
We therefore urge that all nations should publicly recogmize
the supreme importance of well distributed Birth Control
among all classes as a means of raising the standard of human
Iife and of guaranteeing the peace of the world

RESOLUTION

To the Surgeon General Public Health Service,

Washington, D C

We, the First American Burth Control Conference do petition
the Surgeon General of the United States Public Health Serv
1ce to undertake medical research into contraceptive methods
for the control of disease and publish such reports for dis
semination through constituted health authontes, and

Fe further peruwon the Congress of the United States of
America to make an approprniation m suffcient amount to
undertake such studies and to publish such reports

PETITION

To His Exellency Nathan Mller,

Governor of the State of New York, Albany, N Y

We, the First American Birth Control Conference do petition
that

You will recommend to the next session of the General
Assembly of the State of New York that a Commission be
appomnted to investigate the decline of the barth rate
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A Review by Blanche Schrack

WOMAN FROM BONDAGE TC FREEDOM, by Dr Raley Husted
Bell, Published by Crisic and Guide, 12 Mt Morns Park, N Y

Everyone who realizes how much women need educating must rejoice
that women now have the vote, not only because it gives them equal
citizenship with men, but becsuse 1t frees them from one narrow amm
Now that women have the vote, their real education begins Woman
suffrage as an 1ssue 1s dead, but Femimism 1s coming ito its own,
and the books hereafter wntten for and about women must give them
that intelligent knowledge of their own past which 1s necessary if ther
present problems are to be worked out practically nad wisely

In “Woman from Bondage to Freedom,” Dr Bell has traced the
history and struggles of woman from prehistoric nmes to our own.
We have gamed much, but the end 1s not yet “A stage has been
reached,” says Dr Bell ‘where no one doubts the deswability of equal
opportumity and equal respopsibility of men and women under the
law, and nobody should guestion the wisdom of theirr equal moral
obligations to society on given conditnons’ What these ‘moral obl
gations’ are women must decide for themselves, and they cannet decide
mtelligently unless they know what effect sex disabilities and the eco
nomic dependence of women have had on past races and civilizations.

Education 15 necessary for freedom. As long as women consent to
remam 1gnorant, they are in danger of losing rights they have already
gamed It 1s sigmificant that every right women won under the older
civilizations, went down with these civilizations, and with the dawn of
each new age in the world, woeman has had to struggle up agamn from
complete bondage,

The story of her struggles 15 told with skill and force in Dr Bells
book The first three chapters dealing with the earliest mankind,
woman 1n prehistory and in the borderlard of history are perhaps the
most sigmficant mn the book, for, though these chaprers cover much the
same ground as the first part of Bebel’s book on “Woman, Past, Present
and Future” Dr Bell s account 18 made more vivid by a rare insight
mto the manner of life of those most remote ancestors of ours

The theory that women were the first artists 1s an interesung con
tribution to the study of prehistoric Iife  According to Dr Bell, pnm
1ive woman was probably a keener observer than primitive man, and
the periods of solitude enforced on her by matermity were favorable
to the development of an arustic temperament. Jus tas the solitary
cluld today, reproducing the childhood of the race, likes to ‘make
pictures,’ so solitary primative woman amused herself by ‘making pic
tures on the walls of her cave ,and from such mconspicuous beginnings
art emerged

The two chapters on woman s relation to religion and the law give
convineing evidence that these two forces have been used in the past
to rob and degrade womanhood, and religion and the law hoth have
denied to the marned woman the right of being mstress of her own
body

There 1s nothing 1 the chapter on Birth Control which 1s new, but
Margaret Sanger s brilhant work on the subject has exhausted the pos-
sibilities of presenting any longer any new argument for Birth Control
Nevertheless, as long as Burth Control 18 not an accomphshed fact
under the law, thus subject rightly has a place m every book on the
nights and responsibilities of woman And Dr Belis arguments for
Burth Control are sincere and convinemg  The ethics of the subject 1s
stated succintly i one sentence  If there are any persomal rights m
tlus world over whuch church and state should have no control, it as
the sexual right of a woman to say Yes and No” And untl the law
and rehgion give woman this rght, 1t 1s 1dle to look for any improve-
ment in the quality of the race

A Review by Wiliam ] Fielding

A CLERGYMAN'S SON AND DAUGHTER, by Widlham J
Robmson New York, Critic and Gude Co 170 pp

Dr Robinson has dramatized a number of unusual situations mnto
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a gnpping story A strong willed, arrogant, puritamcal clergyman,
plagued by s own inner conflicts resolves to bring up s children
in the atmosphere of a clostered “punity” Sen and daughter are
carefully screened from any contact with the vital facts of hfe, even
to the extent of bemng demed the normal, healthy companionship of
young members of the opposite sex

Frank, mherently a wholesome type—though his character was fettered
by the repressive environment—passed through a carefully supervised
adolescence, and in early manhood found himself in love with a
wholesome young girl the neighboring doctor’s daughter Before the
romance, which was approved by both families, developed to a normal
conclusion, Frank became vaguely 1ll, suffering first from msomma,
headaches and, later, eruptions of the skin.

The diagnosis of a specialist finally made known the fact that Frank
was suffermg from congenital syphiths. It seems, the Reverend John
Harding Brompton 1n his youth, had once succombed to the tempta
tions of those two ever alluning charmers—Bacchus and Venus As a
result, he developed a shght sickness which, however, soon disappeared
under nominal treatment, and he felt apparently no further symptoms.

This bhight on Frank’s Life was a flare back of the lheit episode in
his father’s youth His vision of happiness which he expected so soon
to be realized proved to be a blasting mockery His engagement to
Helen, of course, was broken off, at his owr insistance no less than
that of Helen’s father

It 1s at this pont that the really interesting part of the story begins
It would not be fair, either to he author or to the prospective reader,
to attempt to outhine 1t here Frank deprived of the first real joy that
Iife ever offered him, as 1t appeared to be within his grasp decided on
the futiity of living Even the fates were against lum in his abortive
attempts at suicide.

There follows a piece of grim realism 1n the portrayal of the ghasthiness
of war, an excursion into the wicissitudes of Russian revolutionary act
wities—depicting the flights of emotionalism and idealism of youth—
and finally the soberer judgment of the more mature mund that has
learned to make a practical compromse with reality

Snll, the origmal romanee 1s not forgotten and 1t 15 ingemously and
happily revived toward the end, as weil as another romance that also
13 woven 1nto the threads of this unusual narrative

A Review by Harold Hersey

TOMORROW'S TOPICS SERIES 1 Microbes and Men, by
Robert T Morns, MD Doubleday Page & Co 2 A Surgeon’s

Philosophy, by Robert T Morris, MD Doubleday Page & Co

Throughout the reading of these two volumes, and no doubt i the
thuird (Doctors vs Folks, which the writer has been fortunate emough
to read) there 1s the recurnng motif of the bonfire It blazes behind
every page It casts its Junid lhight over every careful warning, and one
becomes intensely conscious of those great bonfires about us nto which
the careless and unheeded the world over are casting themselves. It
18 an excellent tour de force, an unusually efficient way to describe
the utter lack of care evidenced by the average man and woman for
good health.

And what great bhonfires they are! Everywhere they blaze m golden
fury, consuming human beings as though they were mere sticks of
wood It 1s only the exceptional spirit that escapes them Even the
wary the watchful, are now and again slam by the flames. It 1s the
oldest story of the umverse Philosophically speaking, one 1s inchined
to say that 1t 1s nature’s method of continming the race scientifically,
one sees clearly that 1t 18 needless waste.

If I may venture any onec resuit among the many achieved by these
excellent books, I would say that Dr Morns weds philosophy and
science so expertly herein that one 18 inclined to hope the marnage
wili have healthy offspring.
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Appeals of Mothers

Dear Mrs Sanger

1 sent for and read your wonderful book on “Woman and
the New Race” and now I feel I must write yon and see 1f you
can help me

I have been married seven years and have four living
chaldren and in a few months I will again be a mother While
carrymg my babies 1 am always very sick with kidney trouble
and my leftside 1s very bad At times I am unable to walk

We live on a farm and there 1s always so much work to do
that my children are always neglected as 1t 1s 1mpossible to
get any help if we could afford it We are very fond of ciuld
ren and love the four we have The oldest which was four
mn January and the baby 1s ten months I sometimes think I
would rather die than bring any more into the world And
I can see no relief unless you give 1t to me or tell me where
to get it Don’t stop your good work, for there are hundreds
of women like myself that appreeiate you

Mis Mc

Dear Mrs Sanger

I am writing to you toe see if you can help me out, I have
six children, the youngest 15 seven months old, and my age
1s only thirty years old, and have 1n my system rheumatism
which after my last baby was born, I was four months n
bed crippled with rheumatzsm with the small liitle ones Many
a might my children fell asleep on the oilcloth floor, and had
to wait till my husband came home from work to undress them

I can not even nurse my baby So I wish you would kindly
tell me something and would help me not to have any more for
I am m misery Could hardly get along to support them all

Your friend

Mrs V

Dear Mrs Sanger

Am a mother of four children and a nervous wreck
Am still 1n my twenties and have seen as much trouble as
many women iwice my age

Two years ago I lost my first chuld who was also very
nervous Have a baby now a year old who seems nervous too
Each one 15 taking its toll on my health and m order to pre
serve what 1 have left so that 1 may care for the three boys
I still have, 1 am appealing to you for axd. Reahzing that I
have been en inocent vichm as many women are who are
married, I feel it time to make up and demand the right to say
if I shall have any more children and sacrifice my health
entirely as well as pass on to them some ailments too

I bought your book “Woman and the New Race” and read
it carefully I agree with you that it 1s a greater crime to
bring these mnocents to hife when you are unable to properly
care for them than to prevent conception

Can and will you enlighten one who needs 1t badly to save
her Iife and her babies already born? Hoping to receive
advice from you, I am,

The Birth Control Review

To Polish

Mirrors

Add just a very few drops of
3-mm One O1l to the water Don’t
put the o1l on the cloth Wash the
rurror with the o1l and water—
then polish with a soft, dry cloth
A beautiful, lasting brilhance will
be your reward Also try the same

3-in-One Oil

treatment to make your cut glass

sparkle Makes windows clean and
bright
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JEW ?’
" 3 1 One Q1 15 sold
at all good stores m
loz,3 0z and 8 oz

bottles and 3 oz
Hendy Oil Cans

FREE

Sample of 3 m One and
Dictionary of Uses.

THREE-IN-ONE
OIL COMPANY

165 CP Broadway, N Y
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Birth Control is the subject of the day.

It is being discussed not only in England and
America but in Japan as well.

You should be equipped to hold your own on
this subject.

The Birth Control Review will publish papers
and essays on various aspects of the subject

from distinguished men and women throughout
the world.

The Birth Control Review should be read today,

as it must be read in years to come.

Subscribe to The Birth Control Review
Official Organ of The American Birth Control League
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WE WANT ONE MILLION MEMBERS

TO JOIN THE

AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE

MAIL USYOUR DOLLAR AND TELL US WHAT
YOU WANT IT TO DO FOR YOU - AND
WHAT YOU WILL DO AS AN ACTIVE
WORKER IN ANY OF THESE DEPARTMENTS
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TeE AMERICAN BmRTH CONTROL LEAGUE,
104 FrrrH AVENUE,
New Yorx Cry

Enclosed find $.-__.__.___ for which please enroll me as a member in THE AMERICAN BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE.

Make check payable to Franas B Ackermann




WOMAN

And The New Race

By MARGARET SANGER

Deals with the social problems of today and
shows the way to their immediate solution

One chapter alone, which asks
“Is Contmence Practicable or Deswrable?”
1s worth the price of the volume

Price $2.00 At All Bookstores!

Only for Professional and
Advanced Adult Readers,

Descriptive lsts gsent m
sealed envelope The most
authoritative works wncluding
Forel, Kisch, Krafft Ebing,
Robie, Malchow and Ells

BOOKS THE MODERN BOOK SOCIETY
228-230 W 52nd St, New Yurk City

(Desk 23)

Boeks jor Inselligent People™

A WORD will be paid by us

for a new name for LOCOMA

—our big, high-class Magazine
for Married Men and Women—or those expect-
ing to be The name muss be suried to the maga-
zine whose many excellent articles on Birth Con-
trol, Marmage, Divorce, Love, Eugemics, Sex
Hygene, etc, appear exclusively mn every 1ssue
For Men and Women only In its fourth year Get a
copy, study 1t and name 1t! Copy 20c, year $200
SPECIAL OFFER Five months’ trial for 50c Or §
big back numbers and one year, $150 A $300 Value!
NO FREE COPY! But big SEX BOOK catalog 1s free,
also rules of contest,

Locoma Pub Co.,, P O Box B C., Farmington, Mich,

MARRIAGE

As It Was, Is and SHOULD BE By Annie
Besant A new edition of that intensely inter
esting Brochure, 25¢

A few copies of No 1, The Scarlet Review,
25¢c each

“The Crucible,” Agnostic, samples, 4 different,
10¢, none free

RAYMER’S OLD BOOK STORE
1330 First Avenue, Seattle, Wash.

The most thought producing discussion of the perplexity of
existence 13 dramatically presented n the wonder book of
the year—

“THE TYRANNY of GOD”
By JOSEPH LEWIS

This remarkable book deals with the wital questions of lLife
as no other has ever done Followmg are but few of the
many endorsements given ‘The Tyranny of God” by cele
brated people everywhere

LUTHER BURBANK, World famous scientist  “Joseph
Lewis has n ‘The Tyranny of God' told meny truths too well
known to all honest thinhers ANl truly and fundamentally
honest people wnll be glad to read the book whether they agree
with the author or not™

CLARENCE S DARROW, the emnent attorney A
wonderful book It s e clear statement of the subject, bold
and true beyond dispute™

ANDRE TRIDON, celebrated psyhoanalyst “‘The Tyr
anny of God’ 1s an excellent book I hope 1t goes well for
it 15 a remarkable manual of human love”™

PHILIP G PEABODY, M.A, PhD *‘The Tyranny of
God 15 a most profound truthful, comprehensive and alto
gether admirable work It 1s a force in favor of right and
must do immense good in the world”

MARSHALL J GAUVIN, President Amencan Secular
Union  “‘The Tyranny of God’ s a book for thinkers It 1s
eloquent logical, scientific constructive, unanswerable and
should recewve g wnde reeding”

THE CRUCIBLE ‘The chapter on training and treatment
of children should be read by every parent”

Some of the Questions
Discussed

What 1 Life?*

Is there s Purpose 1 Living?

Do Wz Possess a Soul?

Is there a Destiny for tha
Humao Race?

Is thero a Life after Death?

Parents and Child

Is Life Worth Living®

In there a God?

Anmal Life

Death

Fear
Man # Relation to Man

128 pages finely cloth bound
Price Only $! 00 Sent Prepaid Anywhere

If YOU are interested 1n the problems of life—f YOU are a
thinking man or woman—if YOU are looking for an intellectual
treat— “The Tyranny of God” 18 the ONE book you MUST read

TRUTH PUB CO,, Dept. 2T G, 1400 Bway., New York

———————— COUPON — — — — — — — —
GENTLEMEN —ZEnclosed find $1, for which please send me
“Tae TyranNy ofF Goo,” by Joseph Lewns, by reiurn mal,
postpaid
Name
Address.
City and State
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FEMINISM, BIRTH CONTROL
AND KINDRED SUBJECTS

Woman and the New Race

By Margaret Sanger, a keen analysis of all
social problems Physical, moral and men-

Wages and the Cost of Living

A paper written for the economic and sta-
tistical section of the British Association at
Birmingham in September, 1913, and re-
jected by the orgamizing committee By
C V Drysdale, 0 B E,DSc,Lon MI
EE,FRSE Papercover.____________

The Malthusian Doctrine and Its
Modern Aspects

A series of articles which appeared during
1916 and 1917 in the “Malthusian,” the
monthly paper of the Malthusian League
By C V Drysdale, OBE, DSc, Lon
MIEE, FRSE Paper cover.__._____

Race Regeneration Thru Woman

By Dr James Hegyessy—a book to gmde
women tc health and happmess_.. ..—____.

The Objects of Marriage
By Havelock Ells

Birth Control

In Its Medical, Socml, Economic, and
Moral Aspects, by Dr S Adolphus Knopf_

The Century of the Child

By Ellen Key An ilumimnation of the
Child’s Place 1n Society

Population and Birth Control

A Symposium by William | Robinson,
Achulle Loria, Charles V Drysdale, Ludwig
Quessell, Eden Paul, Edward Bernstein, D
Duniop, R. Manschke, S H Halford and F
W Stella Browne, edited by Eden and
Cedar Paul

What Every Mother Should Know
By Margaret Sanger Abook that teaches
the Mother how to tell the truth of sex to
the child. Paper, 30c, cloth_ . _______

1.50

25

3.00

Limitation of Offspring
By Wilham J Robmnson Answers all ar-

guments agamst birth control oo ——___._ 150

tal freedom 1s championed in this book--.$200 Radiant Motherhood

By Dr Mane Stopes A book for those
who are creating the future ...

Man and Woman

By Havelock Ellis The book which re-
veals to each other Women and Men as
they =re

Sanity in Sex
By Wilham J Fielding A popular pres-
entation of the problems of sex____.._ ——

The Awakening of Woman

By Florence Guertin Tuttle
Side of Femimism

Women and World Federation

By Florence Guertin Tuttle A book to be
read and studied by all womenoe—e___....

The Small Family System
By Dr C V Drysdale

The Love Rights of Women

By Havelock Elhs A book that every man
should read

Uncontrolled Breeding

By Adelyne More A startling scientsfic
treatise on overpopulation as the cause of
war

Small or Large Families?
By Dr C V Drysdale and Havelock Ellis.

What Every Girl Should Know

By Margaret Sanger Sex instruction for
Adolescent girls, 1n plain, simple language
Paper, 30c, cloth

The Law of Population

Its consequences and 1ts bearing upon hu-
man conduct and morals By Anme Besant

In ordering any of the above books add 10 cents extra for each volume.
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