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Do Not Be Afraid- 
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Editorial 
A Suggestion 

w E HAVE A suggestion lo make to those men and women 
who oppox Blrth Control We cannot belleve them to 

be ellher so bard hearted or so stup~d as to deslre that chll 
dren shall be born to dte of starvation, or to keep up the 
supply of mmates for the msane asylums, reformatories, hos 
pitals and prisons 

No' the men and women who oppose the llm~tatlon of fam 
~lles, are no doubt s~ncerely convmced that the possession by 
the people of contraceptlve information would retard the 
progress of the human race, and posslbly destroy it entlrely 

The pomt is, have they examlned the subject w~ th  an un 
prejudiced mmd, are they fully mformed as to the facts and 
cond~t~ons? If they are, w~ l l  they furnlsh us w~ th  the data 
upon wh~ch them dec~slon 1s based If they have not the 
data, do they w~sh  to obtam it, and let us pubhsh ~t that 311 
who read, mcludmg ourselves, may be convmced 

There 1s an mvest~gatlon we would very much llke to under 
take ourselves We have not the money If those who cry out 
w ~ t h  a loud volce agalnst us, wlsh to do somethmg really con 
structive to prove them case, let them Investigate, fully, falrly 
and exhaustively the homes from whlih the thousands of de 
l~nquent chlldren who pass through our courts every year, are 
recruited 

It may be that these chddren come from f a m l ~ e s  econom 
 rally able to prov~de for them It may be that thew fathers 
and moth~rs were true parents, fully aware of t he~ r  responsl 
b~ l~ t l e s  and strlvlng to do all In then power to lnsure to the11 
chddren educat~on, health and happmess m at least a reason 
able degree It may be that we are wrong m believing that 
chlldren born mto the world llke rabb~ts, wlthout opportumtv, 
wlthout parental care, wlthout ax, l~gbt  and nourishment, are 
the least hkely matertal from whlch to develop good cltlzens 
If an ~mpartial ~nvestlgatlon should prove the contrary, we 
would be glad to admlt our error 

HE EVIDENCE I 5  as much at the dlsposal of the advers 
a r~es  of Ehrth Control as a IS of its advocates Let them 

look Into the matter We thlnk, however, that such an mves 
tlgatlon would prove our case, and the short account by Dea 
coness Young publ~sbed m thls lssue of her vmt to varlous 
reform schools for glrls dur~ng the past summer, does a great 
deal to strengthen our belief 

comment 
Deaconess Young found that the mmates of these homes sa 

often came from large neglected families She l~stened 'o 
what these g d s  had to say, and asks us to th~nk of what then 
lnes must have been 

The father, drunk, dead, m prlson, or run away from hls 
troubles, the mother at work all day, a young gml, a chdd In 
)ears herself trylng to manage elght, nme, ten younger brothers 
and slsters If such were your lot, and If anybody spoke to you 
kmdly, offered you a l~ t t le  pleasure, would you thmk ~t very 
wrong to say to y~urself--'~I can't do all thls work I don't 
h o w  how, I mght as well enjoy myself a l~t t le  I don't know 
what ~t 1s all about anyway, and I am tlred, I want to get out " 
If your mother never had had tlme to tell you of the probable 
consequences of trylng to have a llttle pleasure, how could 
you magme what they would be? 

How horr~d 1s the hypocrisy of those who complacently vlew 
the downfall of other*, merely remarkmg-"No one told me 
anythmg but I always knew how to behave" Do these com 
placent slsters exer glve thanks for theu superior opportunl 
tles? Do they stop and try to thlnk what they would have 
known, or how they would have felt, ~f Instead of a kmd and 
comprehendmg famdy relat~onshlp them llves had been casF 
In homes of m~sery and squalor, all hard work wlth no tlme 
for love or play or thought about anythmg at all but the mere 
drudgery of llvmg? Let us not judge from our own protected 
experiences but let us try to find out as Deaconess Young has 
done, why delinquent chlldren are delinquent 

N DECEMBER Sth, the New York Women's Publlshlng O Company gave a luncheon at the Hotel Commodore MIS 
Sznger spoke Over 400 men and women were present and 
llstened w~th  enthusiasm to the account of Mrs Sanger's re 
cent vis~t to Europe Everyone was mterested, everyone was 
thrdled, everyone applauded the mentlon of the Lmdsay b ~ l l  
to make the g~vmg of contraceptlve mformation legal Every 
ore, apparently, hlghly approved of openmg a chn~c  for the 
glvlng of such lnformat~on 

Everyone was asked for contnbutlons m order that the 
Revlew mlght contmue ~ t s  existence and these other enter 
prlses be undertaken Almost everyone faded away Even 
the best of causes needs money, and cortrlbuhons from those 
who were unfortunately obl~ged to leave early wdl still be 
gratefully rece~ved 
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N SUNDAY AFTERNOON, under the ausplces of the O Floe Arts Gu~ld,  Margaret Sanger met Winter Russell 
In a debate on B ~ r t h  Control 

The resolut~on read 
"Resolved, That the spreadmg of B ~ r t h  Control knowledga 

is injur~ous to the welfare of humanity " 
Mrs Sanger, of course, spoke for the negative, and asserted 

that from a "trapped" motherhood, no good could come That 
maternal centers, milk stations, c h ~ l d  welfare work, wh~le  ex 
cellent m themselves were only palliat~ves and could not rem 
edy the evds of overcrowdmg, overbearmg, under educatmg, 
under nourish~ng the cltizen of tomorrow She po~nted out 
that Child Labor Laws had never been enforced srmply because 
the over productron of ch~ldren made them abortwe 

Mr Russell contended that no one could have pleasure w ~ t h  
out paylng for ~ t ,  apparently overlook~ng the fact that in the 
case under cons~deration it was the Innocent vlct~ms who p a ~ d  
for pleasure In wh~ch they had no part He ended w ~ t h  the 
somewhat worn and exhausted anathema that those people who 
had had only a few cb~ldren were only 2 47 per cent Amencan 

From all that we have been able to hear of the results of 
this debate, the negatrve carr~ed the day 

RS SANGER HAS been gwmg a serles of four lectures 
under the auspxes of The Fme Arts Gudd The first 

two were gwen In the Laoor Temple They were so enthus 
~as t~ca l ly  receired and the audiences mcreased so rap~dlv, 
trrat it was found necessary to move to a larger hall as the 
overflow crowds blocked the streets 

Thrs proves that the people want to know the facts about 
lrfe It 1s to be hoped that many opportunities w ~ l l  be afforded 
them to do so I t  IS the women of the work~ng class who mod 
need t h ~ s  knowledge and they are the ones who are now gomg 
to get it 

Too Much Statistics 
Those who prefer not to "mterfere w ~ t h  nature" wdl have a 

fellow feelmg w ~ t h  the hero of the story told by the Lancet 
The head of an Or~ental town, a Mohammedan, bemg asked 

by the Government to reply to certaln questions relatmg to h ~ s  
c~ ty ,  sent in the following paper 

Questzon-What is the death rate per thousand In your c ~ t y ?  
Answer-In my c ~ t y  rt 1s the will of Allah that all must die, 

some d ~ e  old, some young 
Questzon-What IS the annual number of births? 
Answer-We don't know, only God can say 
Questcon-Are the supphes of d r ~ n k ~ n g  water suffic~ent and 

of good qual~ty? 
Answer-From the remotest perrod no one has ever d ~ e d  of 

t h m t  
Ques~zon-What is the general h y g ~ e n ~ c  cond~t~on  of vour 

city? 
Answer-Smce Allah sent us Mohammed, h ~ s  ~rophe t ,  to 

purge the world w ~ t h  fire and sword, there has been great 
~mprovement And now, my lamb of the West, cease your 
questlonlng, wh~ch can do no good to you or anyone else Man 
should not bother h~mself about matters whlch concern God 
on1 y 

T k  Bzrth Control Revmu 

To My Friend, William E. Williams 
Up from the yellow, slugg~sh mud of Creat~on's nether bed, 
Striv~ng onward from node to node, from dawn to surgmg 

dawn, 
R.smg above the thrall of flesh, brave where the spirlt led, 
He marched In a lonely pathway, ever and ever on 

Deep In earth's primal bosom the spark of his m ~ n d  glowed 
bnght, 

Cast off the clutching circumstance, vis~oned the greater goal, 
Rose to the ancient b~t ter  task, struggled from height to he~ght, 
Onward and ever onward, a man in ques. of a soul 

And at  the last, when dark defeat swept over htm in pam, 
HIS eyes still sought the vlsion, stdl gleam~ng, stdl afar,  
HIS splrit sprang from rts prlson, burat the encrrclmg cham, 
Leapt from the grave, forever free, and grasped a flaming star) 

-JAMES WALDO FAQCETT 

October 17, 1920 

January 22, 23 and 24 are set a s ~ d e  for Chdd Labor Da) 
Owmg to our date of gomg to press, we must reserve our corn 
ments upon it until t h ~  next Issue I t  1s needless to say that 
I whole movement has our most intense rnterest and des~re 
for its success 
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Why I Believe in Birth Control 
By Florence Gwrtzn Tuttle 

T 0 ASK A feminist--one who believes fundamentally in 

human freedom-to state why she 1s an advocate of 
famdy regulation 1s llhe asklng an apple tree to explam why i t  
is an apple tree It could not possrbly be anything else 
Why then wrlte of the obv~ous? A writer would be inclined 
to thrnk an ed~ t r r  was slyly facetious ~f he asked h m  for an 
artlcle on the value of fresh air or the publ~c school system or 
the advantages of an ~nternatronal qualantine to protect the 
publlc health Obv~ously there must be some urgent need that 
compels Amencan writers to turn and retrace moss grown 
pnths And the reason is found In this case m the fact that 
"the Ln~ted States is now the only progressive country where 
~t 1s a cr~mmal offence to grve d~rect~ons relating to the pre 
ventron of conception," thanks to the Anthony Comstock laws 
placed upon the statutes In the last century As a child I re 
member hearlng my elders speak of this vice regent, and 
nearly always with r~dicule I l~ t t le  thought that one day ~t 
would be my task to attempt to untangle the confus~on of h ~ s  
m ~ n d  whlch associated obscen~ty with the creative nupulse, a 
confusion disastrous to society, and wlnch might have been 
apoided had h ~ s  age taken h s  destructwe methods more seri 
ously 

In spite of these laws, ~t is obvlous that m the cleanly homes 
of the well to do, today fam~ly regulation is belleved m and 
pract~ced No one, not even a Roosebelt, allows nature to 
take its unchecked course with a result of twenty chlldren which 
15 each famlly's potentla1 poss~b~llty Only among the 
masses, the outcasts of poverty and squalor, IS nature allowed 
to be "natural" m plling up great billows of populat~on most 
of whrch is merc~fully swept out into the sea of sllence at 
b ~ r t h  or soon after Yet m splte of the appallmg mfant death 
rate, the law against lmpartmg scientific contraceptive lnfor 
matlon stands and must stand untd public opln~on becomes con 
scious of t h ~ s  obsolete legislat~on and 1s electr~fied into de 
manding ~ t s  repeal 

N THE SHAVIAN theory then that "a thing that nobody O believes cannt be proved too often," we agam g~ve  our 
reasons for not believing in the contmuance of the mastedon 
f~mrlies of our grandmothers 

I believe in b~ r th  control, primarily, because slnce the day 
when the human intellect began to differenhate men from 
beasts, some kmd of regulation of population always has main 
tamed Otherw~se humanlty would have flooded the earth be 
yond ~ t s  means of subslstenoe In prehistor~c tlmes, wars, 
famines, pestdences reduced tribes and assrsted the acute strug 
gle for existence Later other more subtle methods were 
added to reduce the populat~on Superfluous babiesmostly 
g i r l swere  fed m the name of religion to rlver gods, other 
wlse known as crocodiles In recent tlmes a more deadly mon 
ster raised its ugly head-abortion-porson~ng and weaken~ng 
llfe at its fountam source-the mothers Today, science and 

hygiene are the gods most universally worshipped and they 
pornt to modern methods for famlly regulation-methods that 
are cleanly, healthy and "happifymg" to the home and to 
the State 

There is a t h~ rd  ahernatwe to birth control almost always 
suggested by some starry eyed woman-contmence But the 
suggestion mlght as well be dismissed as "mpracttcal," slnce 
it does not protect elther the mother or the chlld as it 1s pos 
s~ble  to be continent wrth a lapse of but once in two years and 
stdl bestow ten children upon the famlly 

BELIEVE IN the pnnclple of b ~ r t h  control agam, because I rt is pragmatic It works This IS no new and nebulous 
Idea m which thls great republlc is asked to experment It 
has long been tried and has not been found wanting In Hol 
land, for Instance, contraception has been practiced openly for 
forty years wlth the most gratlfymg results In Holland w ~ h  
its populat~on of only 6,000,000 there are fifty headquarters 
where women may be given this information as a health meas 
ure One would expect this sturdy little state, whose womtn 
are always cleanmg, always polishing ~ t s  kettles and brasses 
untll they rival the sun, to become the first to clean up ~ t s  
populat~on I wonder ~f the fact that ~ t s  ruler 1s a queen and 
a mother may not also be partly re.ponnble for thls funda 
mental sex hyglene? And the result of thls scientific dissem 
mation? Motherhood is not stult~fied Large famlies pre 
vad when they are desired But early marnages are encour 
aged, prostltutlon is lowered, and best of all, bab~es are glven 
a chance The death rate among chldren has dropped from 
180 to 90 a thousand rn a period of thlrty years whlch ~s the 
record rate for Europe And when the war broke out, the 
young manhood of Holland was pronounced by the draft to 
bc the most phys~cally fit to be sacrlficed to the sword 

Let us turn the screen for a moment from this vahant httle 
natlon building up hfe sc~ent~fically from its source, to the 
other slde of the picture and vlew China, an ancient country 
where women are st111 degraded, where concub~nage 1s still 
pract~ced and where the population +lows unchecked, inunddt 
ing the land hke lava from a perpetually actwe volcano In 
China, 779 out of every 1,000 bab~es die before they are two 
years old And the reaction to h s  shodung truth is, "What 
should we do if they did not die?" Dead babies take up 
enough room, they clalm, in a land where every grave 1s 
sacred and as plentiful "as gopher holes on a western farm ' 
M hat would happen to overcrowded communlt~es ~f these 
little ones lwed and moved around, they ask? In the mterior, 
missionaries tell us that desperate mothers throw their super 
fluous chddren into nelghbormg lakes and that the far inland 
waters of Chrna are polluted with the rotting bodies of infants 
As a humanist, I prefer the modern methods of Holland, m 
conservlng its population, to the hideous wastage of China, 
bulging with a surplus cruelly foredoomed to die 
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HEN 1 WROTE on "Motherhood and Fam~ly  Lnmtatlon" 
seven years ago, I confess that I was thmkmg malnly r f  

the comfortable well fed classes who were flanked by nurses, 
governesses and mo~her's helpers In rearlng the11 young My 
imaglnatlon had not br~dged the chasm that reaches the stark 
homes of the 98 per cent of women who cannot employ n u r e  
maids or any outslde help whatever I know now how llttle 
I knew then of the real~tles of hfe Now I know that ~t 1s the 
submerged masses that need thls dlctum of famlly l lm~ta t~on  
and are p~teously reachlng out then hands for ~ t ,  crylng out 
to he saved from thenlselves I t  1s not the mother In the 
Ivory Tower but the mother m the tenement who needs to be 
rescued from Incessant chdd bear ng, not the mother wlth the 
pink or the blue layette ready for her llttle one, but the mother 
stripped often of the necessities of Me whom soc~ety forces 
to bear "useless ch~ldren In dull repetition," the mother who 
unmtent~onally deluges the earth wlth weakness, dlsease and 
crlme 

I t  takes time to be a parent as well as a mother It also re 
qulres money Motherhood 1s "a woman's greatest glory" but 
not under all cond~tlons It IS not a glory to the woman of the 
slums for Instance who has llttle of e~ther  of these essentds  
I t  1s not a glory to the mother of five ch~ldren who hves m 
two rooms and takes m boarders I t  IS not a glory to the 
woman w ~ t h  a tubercular or syphll~tic husband I t  is not a 
glory to the factory worker who all hut bears her c h ~ l d  at  the 
mach~ne To such women incessant pregnancy means mces 
sant purgatory and no amount of poesy can ldeallze ~t to cmer 
the gaunt facts 

ND TOR THE father of congested famrlles today-self A respecting men who love chlldren and w ~ s h  to rear then 
famllles decently but who stagger under the economlc burden 
they are compelled to bear-let no one magme that mothers 
alone desperately seek contraceptive methods Perhaps one 
of the saddest s~ghts  the soclal worker sees 1s the father vamly 
seek~ng an escape from the squirrel cage into whlch soclety 
has forced hlm, th13 complex social system whlch falls hlin 
a t  so many polnts yet dares to dlctate as to hls lntlmate fam~ly  
llfe I believe m blrth control for the father, the ~ndustrlal 
pack horse, who 1s toc often e~ ther  flouted by femlnlsts or 
Ignored 

But ~f I belleve In fam~ly  regulation for the mother and the 
father that they may better fulfill the physlcal and spmtual 
quallt~es of parenthood, how much more do I belleve In 
famlly restrlctlon for the sake of the chdd In  nearly all our 
wholesale, unchecked evlls ~t 1s the chlld who IS the victlm, the 
chlld who ultimately pays Not consulted as  to hls blrth, he 
IS robbed too often of h ~ s  ~na'lenable nght-a clean h ~ l l  of 
health Ile is not glven a fighting chance 

In Mr Maeterlmck's Blue bird, an exqulslte scene 1s l a d  
somewhere In Dreamland, where the souls of llttle chlldren are 
waltlng to be born How eager they are to embark, how happy 
to set sad for earth Perhaps Mr Maeterlmck's genlus some 
day wlll gwe us a drama showlng the other end of the lour 
ney, the so called homes where the majorlty of these Innocents 
are forced to enter, where the only endowment awaltmg them 

The Bwth Control Rtvzeu 

1s a t~red, d~sease dramed body and feebly fllckcrlng bram I t  
I- d~filcult to wrlte d~apassionately of these monstrou, sms 
agamst childhood It is t ~ m e  that soucty shoo6 off ~ t s  m d ~ r e r  
ence as to how chlldren are horn and forbade t h ~ t  they should 
be curscd before blrth 

UCB AS I beliele In famdy re~ulat lon for the ~ndlxldual, 
h o e e r- f o r  the mother from I S I C  as well 1s 

phxs~cal slde of motherhood, for the father from the economtL 
vlew polnt, for the ch,ld from h ~ o l o ~ ~ c  reasons, I bel~ele  n 
birth control most of all for the sake of soclet) ~Lself Modern 
sclcnce regards soclety as an organnatlon much llke the hu 
man orgsnlsm where the whole IS greater than lts parts Dem 
ocracj 1s trylng to teach us t h ~ s  lesson In ~ t s  clumsy efforts to 
lift the mass Thc vmon of Mr Wells understands thls truth 
and has made a gigantic. elkort to m?ke others understand In hls 
magnnm opus-the Ou~lme of H~story-a synthehc rcflect~on 
of all histories trymg to show that 11fe 1s orgnnlcally one 
And the world was offered a trem~ndous dlustratlon of world 
umty when ~t forced us to a ~ k n o w l e d ~ e  that a danger to one 
natlon In the great famdy of nltlons, Mas a danbcr to all 

Smce the war we have heard much talk of reconatructlon of 
soc~al instltutlons, hut very l~ t t l e  talk of reconstructing the 
great human organlsm Itself I t  1s well to rebuild dexastated 
reglons I t  1s well to replace worn out systems, Lut these are 
only the externals of reconstructlon S h d l  u e  not begm by 
~ a k ~ n g  thought of how n e  shall rebuild humanl' ~tself?  Shall 
we not protect the vems of t h ~ s  glant organism from the s ~ c k  
enlng lnjectlon of race polson, shall we not protect 11s arterles 
from the swarmlng armles of haclllae that brmg dlsease and 
death? Shall we not say to these deadly enemies "Thou shalt 
not pass" 

The war's selectwe draft showed that about one in exery 
three of every mother's sons was unfit to h e  to say nothlng 
of bemg unfit to dle Here surely 1s food both for womm's 
thought and for man's In the past we have treasured these 
unfit at an enormous expense to the state, and complacently 
called ourselves altru~stlc We have b u ~ l t  asylums for the 
Insane, mstltutlons for the epllept~c, and prlsons even to pun 
~ s h  them often for prenatal slns, then applauded ourselves 
for havlng overcome evolut~on nhlch would have refused to 
perpetuate thls human wreckage Is ~t not about t m e  that 
we learned to work w ~ t h  the prlnc~ple of evolution and not 
agamst it? Is ~t not tlme that we learned to control our 
raclal destmy by cooperating w ~ t h  a sc~entlfic process of lim 
lnatlon and dlrectmg ~ t ?  

HE WAY TO control e v ~ l  IS to prevent its happenmg One 
ounce of prevention 1s mdeed worih many pomda of 

slnecules The way to keep the soma1 organlsnl pure IS to pre 
vent human~ty's sewerage from emptying Into ~t I t  means the 
establishment of sullahle llfe savlng stations throughout the 
clty such as Holland possesses, to be run m connection wlth 
the Matern~ty Centers already exlstlng where such heartenmg 
work IS now bang  done, though, alas, on too small a scale, and 
greatly handicapped hy the lack of h y g ~ e n ~ c  cllnlcs 
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Thls kmd of preventne, sclentlhcally dlssemmated by phys~ 
clans and nurses, 1s not an Idle dream, I belleve, but 1s a prac 
tical posslb~llty when publlc opmon awakens to 11s necessity 
It wlll then commandeer the cooperation of phys~clans, unsel 
fish and tolerant of new methods It wlll challenge the atten 
tlon of lawmakers, wilhng to take actlon to blot out old laws 
and to take tlme to crpate new ones that wlll permlt the begm 
nmg of a safe guarded race Above all, ~t w ~ l l  mean the coop 

eratlon of women, the mothers of human~ty, who wlll see that 
cleansing the soclal organism, IF only on the physlcal slde, 1s 
a woman's job and must pave the way for all other social 
changes This 1s the fundamental of reconstruction and the 
bas~s of true Americanization Until the day when t h ~ s  truth 1s 
recogmred, all else 1s merely palliative Untd we put our 
human house m order we but bent tlme on our march to a 
better world 

A Visit to Some Western Reformatories 
By Vzrgznza C Young 

T HERE ARE, APPROXIMATELY, ten thousand women 
and glrls confined In the State Reformdtones of t h ~ s  

Country A newly formed Women's Commlrtee of the Na 
tlonal Prison Assoclat~on, has recently made a survey of some 
of these ~nstltutlon+-thlrty of wh~ch it was my prlvllege to 
vslt In thls way 

The spot hght of war was thrown upon the problem of 
the Delinquent Glrl whlch assumed grate proportions as soon 
as the youth of the natlon began to assemble m camps and 
cantonments, and the glrls also began to respond wlth none 
the less alacr~ty to that stlrrlng bugle call Many of these 
girls were soon rounded up and committed to the wretched 
county lads whlch were In most cases the only places ava~lable 
for then shelter And these condltlons, led very soon after 
the entrance of Amerlca Into the World War, to a Special 
Appropriation by the Congress of the Un~ted States, supple 
mented In most cases by State funds, for the erectlon of 
bulldlngs to be used as reformator~es and the asslgnlng of 
women for the~r  admlnlstration In many cases these tem 
porary ahelters became permanent State ~nstltutions of a much 
Letter type than the older Instltut~ons of the same sort already 
existlng In some States, and there has been a marked mcrea~e 
ol  Interest m and improvement of methods all along the h e  
On the whole we have reason to be proud of these schools for 
delinquents, where, in most cases under the leadersh~p of fine 
m d  e5clent women, the glrls are bemg, not only protected and 
sheltered, but where they arc belng tramed as well In the 
princ~ples of orderly llvlng and good cmzenshlp whlch will, 
some day, enable them to take a useful share In the l ~ f e  of the 
outslde world In most places too, they are havlng both 
physlcal and mental examlnatlons and treatments, resulting In 
a more lntelllgent class~ficatlon, whlch is so lmportant a bass 
for any educat~onal plan 

I T  WAS IN the course ol  the above survey that I had the 
prlvllege of speaking, both from the platform and ~ n d ~  

vldually, wlth about three thousand of these neglected chd 
dren of the nation, most of them st111 very young and many 
of them ready to respond wlth touchlng eagerness to the op 
portunltles offered them for self ~mprovcment It was my chi-f 
Interest to get at the chlef underlylnj causes of delmquenct, 
and ~t was soon dlscobered that In the bast majorlty of such 
c-ses, the trouble lay at the door of unhappy and broken homes 
f\lmost lnvarlably there was the Game story of parents sepa 

rated, the death of one and the re marrlage of the other, and 
wlth monotonous frequency tales of the too large famdy, father 
and sometunes mother drlven to drlnk or desert~on as the re 
sponslbll~ties increased wlth no correspondmg enlargement of 
family income, the older girls forced to stay at home and be 
come domestlc drudges, with each year a new mouth to feed, 
the mother always weary and harassed, wlth no tlme for syrn 
pathy w~ th  the needs and mterests of her growlng girls, with 
never a spare hour or penny for the &versions and outs~de in 
terests so necessary to youth, and formmg such an important 
part of our l~ves as spiritual beings 

Llsten to some of these neglected glrls "I used to hate to go 
home from work" "I had to hand over every cent I made, 
wlth never anythlng for pretty thmgs, or even warm clothmg 
In winter'' "Father drank, and Mother was always tlred and 
closs " "Father died and Mother had to go out to work, so I 
had to stay at home and m ~ n d  the ch~ldren-ten of us " "There 
were eleven of us and I was the oldest-no one seemed to t hnk  
I needed anythmg but enough to eat (and not always that), 
and a bed shared with two younger slsters *' "When the tenth 
baby was born, Father got d~scoura~ed and dsappeared, and 
after that Mother &d not care and began to drink and the 
fam~ly was broken up" "Home was Hell, so many of us, and 
not enough of anythmg, so I ran away and lo~ned a t hea t r~~a l  
company" The same dreary story from scores of young girl. 
landed, ~nevltabl~,  In Homes with a Capltal H surely a str ,ng 
argument for savlng the homes and seelng to it that they are 
proper places for the care and t r a ~ n ~ n g  of fewer and better 
children 

Those wonderful Western States are domg great work for 
the ralsing of better plgs and cattle and chickens and whea 
and corn One hears everywhere, out there, of Beef Contests 
and prlzes for P~gs ,  and B~gger Wheat and Corn Are we 
neglectmg the most Important crop of all? Shall we work for 
fewer and better, much better, Babies? 

It 1s cheaper In the long run to llft men up than to hold 
them down and the ballot In their hands IS less dangerous than 
a sense of wrong m thelr heads -JAMES RUSSEL LORELL 

"For always m thlne eyes, 0 Llberty' 
Shloes that high hght whereby the world IS saved, 
And, though thou slay us, we n d l  trust In thee" 

-JOHN HAY 
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Women in Germany 
J 

By  Margaret Sanger 

Dresden, September 7, 1920 

HE CONDITIONS IN t h ~ s  clty are somewhat better than 
in Berl~n The streets are cleaner, the people leu hungry 

lookmg, the cars not so crowded But the workmg woman 1s 
reduced to the functlon of pack horse T h ~ s  mornlng I saw 
a young woman who could not have been over twenty five 
years of age carrylng a huge basket strapped to her back, ~t 

horses, carrylng produce from country towns to the11 homes 
or stores m the cltles They have become drudge anmals 
ir the fields There are four women to one man taLng the 
place of the truck and work horses They nurse the~r bah~es 
beyond two years, to supply the mdk whlch, m the absence of 
cows' mllk, they hope wlll keep llfe In the chlldren 

It was a great pleasure to me to meet that splendld ploneer 
of the Woman's Movement In Germany-Mane Str~tt, a woman 
of refinement, culture, w~th  a fine vlgorous mmd, speakmg 
Engl~sh wlth a care and better cho~ce of words than most 
well educated Amer~cans Mane St r~ t t  was a Pacifist In 
the war Thousands of Pacifists were shot She has been 
the ploneer In the B~rth Control Movement In Germany, 
and organ~zed the Internat~onal Congress of the Malthusians In 
Dresden m 1912 She IS the edltor of the foremost officlal paper 
for woman's suffrage here She thmks ~t is not necessary to 
propagate the idea of Blrth Control m Germany now, she says 
that the b~ r th  rate has fallen so rapldly In the last few years, 
that there IS no need for spread~ng knowledge, or encouraging 

the Idea The organized movement IS almost out of existence, 

but the knowledge IS spreading everywhere 

NE OF THE most lnterestmg achievements of Germany is O Dr Magnus Hencbfield's Inst~tute of Sexual S c ~ n c e  I t  
is the only one of ~ t s  kmd m the world Here IS a beautiful 
dwellmg, wlth palatlal and spaclous rooms, wh~ch at one tlme 
belonged to a member of the royal fam~ly Smce the Revolu 
tlon ~t has been turned over to Dr Herschfield, who has con 
verted ~t Into a College where one may study all subjects rela 
twe to, or treatlng of the sclence of sex There are varlous de 
partments, each w~ th  speclallsts In charge, each department 
equ~pped wlth lahorator~es and X rays 

I am dehghted to find Dr Herschfield so well Informed on 
the subject of Br th  Control He IS a personal fr~end of Dr 
Rutgers of Holland, through whom he has been kept In touch 
w~th  the work There IS also the posslblllty of the subject of 
B~r th  Control taklng ~ t s  place as a department m thls lnst~tute 
Dr Hersclheld was most cord~al and hospitable, and k~ndly 
extended to me an InvltatIon to address an audlence ~f I 
would consent to speak In the Institute As I was leavmg Berlm 
In a few days, ~t was lmposslhle to do so, and I greatly regret 
msslng thls splendld opportunity of gettlng the message before 
the physmans of Germany 

I am now on my way to Mun~ch to get the facts of the bnth 
strlhe so generally reported In Europe Then, on to Ravens 
burg to ~nvestlgate the clmcal preventlve whlch IS sald to be 
one hundred per cent perfect In safety and harmlessness, and 
1s also reported as havmg the government's o5clal sonctlon 

There are few people m Germany who w~l l  not acknowledge 
that country as overpopulated today Everyone knows that, 
even though two m ~ l l ~ o n  lwes were sacr~ficed In the war, thls 
defic~ency has been made up by the m ~ l l ~ o n  and a half mhab 
ltants who were returned to Germany from Alsace Lorrame A1 
so on the Pollsh slde there was at least the same number re 
turned to the Fatherland, wh~le hundreds of thousands of men 
and women were deported from England, France and Italy, and 
sent to the land of thew blrth Thousands of them hate Ger 
many-Germany 1s now a forelgn and detested place to them 

ITH ALL THE facts of over populat~on before t he~ r  eyes, 
with poverty, overcrowdmg, lack of food, mothers stan. 

Ing, chddren doomed to d ~ e  In a few years, yet those In Ger 
many elected to gude  the destmes of the mdhons, w~ l l  hut 
reluctantly accept the idea of Blrth Control for the masses 

Of course they all accept and pract~ce ~t themselves--always 
-but for the workmg women ~t 1s d~fferent I talked to many 
of the foremost physmans here, gynecologists and baby spe 
cial~sts Surely, I thought, these men, cons~derlng the klnd of 
work they do, must have a better understanding of the actual 
needs of the country than others But m this also, I was d ~ s  
appointed The physlc~ans are content that woman shall breed, 
no matter what she suffers, no matter what kmd of chdd she 
may brmg forth 

I found not one physman, e\en of those m charge of all the 
appall~ng mlsery of Germany, who dared to say that B~rth 
Control should be encouraged I found several, however, who 
stood for women's rlght to have abortions-but for contracep 
tlve advlce, NO "It IS knowledge that IS too dangerous," sald 
one very well known gynecologist to me He agreed that some 
th~ng should be done durlng these years of chaos, and for the 
next five years to prevent more babies, but abort~on seemed 
better to hlm than B~r th  Control knowledge Why? Because 
knowledge to prevent conception mvolved woman's freedom 
"Once they know how to prevent, they wlll not go hack to ti.e~r 
old nays agam," sald the learned gentleman That IS the 'rub' 
In Germany 

I went Into one home where there were ten chlldren Itvmg- 
the oldest was twelve years of age, and too young to work The 
father a locksmith, was out of work, he had been out of work 
for several weeks The fam~ly hved on one hundred marks 
wh~ch they recelved every e~ght  days from the Unemployment 
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Insurance Thls was Saturday, the money was to come on 
Monday These children were huddled together In two rooms, 
all Ilving, cookmg, sleeping there They had had no break 
fast, no dmner, there was not one crumb or morsel of food 
m that house They were walting for Monday The father had 
gone to the woods to find mushrooms to keep them alwe until 
their money came r ~ v e  of these children had been born smce 
the war began 1 f 

ANY OTHER FAMILIES were in slmllar posit~ons They 
were all clean, but poverty and starvation stamped thew 

faces horribly 
The Quakers' food stations-whlch by the way the children 

call "Amer~ca"-are crowded to then fullest capaclty Only 
children who are 111 enough, can come for food Only mothers 
pregnant over seven months or who are nursing hables under 
four months, are allowed food The spectacle of a nursing 

mother, or a pregnant mother, bringing her two or three wee 
children (not 111 enough to be admitted) to share her food 1s 
too sad and horr~ble to dwell upon The Quakers have a prob 
lem there, they can not put the children out, yet they want that 
mother to eat the food herself, for the benefit of the unborn 
chlld 

Munich, Sept 11, 1920 

There is a Birth Strlke here The common sense of the Ger 
man mothers has caused ~t I t  1s not organized as one was 
gnen to believe, hut certamly, the women are agreed that their 
condition is such that ~t 1s lmposslble for healthy ch~ldren to 
be horn or reared 

In thls c~ty-the most lovely m Germany-there 1s more life 
and greater abandon than in the North Munich is the Paris of 
Germany There is poverty and hunger here m plenty, but 
there 1s more food m the shops, more clothing and greater ac 
tirity than m any of the other clties 

This is the c~ ty  where, durmg the Revolution, the Soviet 
Republlc flew its red flag from the housetops for over three 
weeks I have met many of the leadmg people on both sides 
of the political arena The Conservat~ves c lam that the Com 
munists were not able enough-that they were not capable of 
handlmg the sltuatlon On the other hand the leaders of the 
Communists c lam that they lost because they were not cruel 
elrough Their consideratim, their ideals, their faith m human 
brotherly love, cost them their hves and their liberty 

TALKED TO Mrs Mushem-that Joan of Arc who, to 
gether with her husband, Ench Mushem and Landau, in 

spired the masses to revulution Landau 1s dead He was 
kicked and clubbed to death by the White Guard That gentle 
soul so believed m the good of man, that he talked and pleaded 
with the sold~ers to he brothers, and urged them not to take 
life They answered him in Prussian methods as they an 
swered Karl Liehnecht and Rosa Luxemburg Then, havmg 
finished with Landau they went to find Er~ch  and Mrs Mushem 
Machine guns were used to wreck then apartment, not satisfied 
that they did not come out to escape, the White Guard stormed 
the place, breakmg down doors, etc Fortunately, both E r i ~ h  

Mushem and his wlfe had been previously arrested and wtre 
safely in la11 Erlch Mushem IS still m pnson-hls wlfe was 
released h e r  

There is bitterness m the breasts of the "Reds" because they 
were tr~cked and fooled by their own faith in humanity They 
say t h ~ s  has taught them a valuable lesson, and they shall not 
forget it 

No wonder that the middle and upper classes will not give 
up their guns-they know this bitterness, and they know too 
that the class struggle 1s not settled, even tho the Red l l ag  
1. not flying over Mun~ch It is said that the upper and middle 
cldsses are prepared to make the11 escape at a moment's not~ce, 
they have peasants' boots and costumes ready and plans and 
money put aside for the emergency wh~ch all c la~m is hound 
to come 

I talked to the Medical Chief of the Soviet-a well known 
p rac t i sq  physician He was tremendously mterested in the 
subject of B~r th  Control He told me that women ~n Bavaria 
are determined to stop having bab~es He has glven practical 
mformatiou to thousands, and would have established cliiucs 
all over Bavaria, bad the Sov~et Republic remamed m power 

FORGOT TO SAY, that in Berlin the Syndicaliste has phy 
slcians who yve  lectures on the practical side of birth con 

ti01 to the women of that organization 
It was only when physicians were allied wirh such rad~cal 

organizations as the Syn&caliste that they dared to come out 
for the pract~cal side of Birth Control I was glad to find these 
men far more sympathetic and enthusiastic for the use of con 
traceptive methods than they were for abortions In t h ~ s  they 
hffered from the conservative physmians, who fear to give 
woman knowledge whlch wdl free her 

I vlsited hospitals ~n thls city, and found them lacking in the 
slmple and most ordmary articles of decency No soap-no 
cod liver oil, no rubber sheets to protect the beds-no linen to 
give clean beddmg as requ~red-and even the hab~es must be 
all day ~n wet napkms, because of the inadequate supply for 
the ploper changes This has given rise to  sku^ trouble, and the 
poor little waifs are a sad, miserable lot I t  would be a great 
blndness to let them &e outright, I believe 

Another dreadful thing, which gave me the nightmare for 
weeks, was to see the children's little mouths covered with hor 
rlble sores and upon lnqulrmg as to why this was so ,and why 
so prevalent, I was told it came from the meat and milk of the 
cattle suffering from "mouth &seasen 

The kind charitable folk may applaud the work which IS 

keeping down the mfant mortality rate 1x1 Germany, but I am 
not certam that their benevolence is so wlse as ~t may seem 
The old fashioned warrior who entered with sword and killed 
his victim outr~ght has my respect after witnessing the "Peace" 
condit~ons of Germany 

The Military Party uses everythmg as "I told you S O"  It  
accuses the Socialists of bringing defeat upon the country 
There is also the general feeling that had America not entered 
the war a luster peace would have been made-for then none 
would have been victors and none defeated This they say 
n ould have meant a lastmg peace 
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HERE SEEMS TO be no hatred towards Americans or the 
Engllsh, but only towards the French All foreigners are 

made to pay a hundred per cent above the natlve price In 
hotels, and thus to prevent an lnflux of people who could easily 
l ~ v e  well at a small cost, owmg to the d~fference m exchange 

When I asked one physman what the doctors were domg to 
help tubercular women from becorning pregnant, he replied, 
"for those who can afford ~t we advise art~cles of contracep 
tion, but there 1s no use m advlslng women to pu-chase these 
a r t de s  who cannot buy bread, so such women are usually 
aborted" (iegally) 

I asked h ~ m  ~f the medical profession, as a whole, was doing 
anythlng to prevent bringing into the world those ch~ldren 
whose backs were so neak that they could not slt up straight, 
w~ th  bones too soft to hold the weight of the body ,etc HIS 
answer was "they are domg their best to cope with cond~tions 
as they find them It is not then work to change cond~tions " 

Fortunately there 1s a very large number of women all over 
Germany whom Nature has protected from pregnancy The 
lack of fats and other foods necessary to the system, caused the 
supprrsslon of the menses These facts were forc~bly brought 
forth bv Prof H J Kraus, Director of the Medlcal Clinique 
of Charit~es in Berlm, m his address before the Congres of 

HOW CHILDREN ARE PROTECTED 

Many people do not realize the large and important work 
which comes to a soclety for the prevention of cruelty to chd 
dren to do Recently a llst of cases which had been handled 
by a ch~ldren's soclety was recewed m our o5ce The follow 
mg IS a partla1 list of the various cases attended to Chddren 
were cared for who had been grossly neglected, assaulted by 
the11 parents, endangered In morals and born out of wedlock 
Some of the ch~ldren had been frightfully abused, some were 
feeble minded Many were homeless and a considerable num 
ber had been illegally employed There were lost chlldren 
rescued and returned to their homes, children who had been 
neglected med~cally There were juvenile del~nquents of va 
rlous grades and a whole host of poverty stncken chlldren 
Some were orphans and quwermg with the cold, some of the 
chlldren were not supported, some were affected with tubercu 
lcsis and venereal diseases, many were wlthout a f r~end and 
had started on the downward road wh~ch would make then 
lwes a fadure Parents were found unfitted for their parental 
obl~gatlons by reasons of Ignorance, selfishness, feeble mmded 
ness and insanlty Some parents were lmmoral and some dis 
eased Poverty was omnipresent Is ~t any wonder that there 
is a specla1 work, in every considerable commumty for so 
cietles for the legal protection of unfortunate children? 

-W 0 S , Natlonal Humane Revrew, December 1920 

What do you suppose w~ l l  sat~sfy the soul except to walk 
flee and own no superior? 

L~berty 1s to be subserved, whatever occurs -WHITMAN 

I would be free, or not be at all - f i ~  MOIIUN ROI 

the Unlted Medical Soclet~es, December 18, 1918 Some of 
these women have become normal agam, but thousands of them 
have been made ster~le 

The cond~tions of women and children are appalhng Thou 
sands are suffenng from tuberculosis, and are In need of food 
stuffs wh~ch, unless they soon have them, are doomed to death 
before the winter begms 

The same o5c1al barrlers exlst in Germany as exist in Eng 
I a d  and the United States Those who are closely m touch with 
these sufferlug, overburdened, tortured women, hold from them 
the knowledge wh~ch would best help them The workmg wo 
men h e r e l l k e  those in England-want contraceptive advice 
They ask then neighbors, then nurses, then fr~ends, every 
where they seek Anything they try But those best qualified 
to help them hold off 

Is t h ~ s  refusal to adv~se over burdened women agalnst preg 
nancy caused by selfishness, I am asked Or IS ~t a sub con 
sc~ous realization on the part of the med~cal profess~on that it 
wlll affect then economic positlon m the commun~ty? Or 1s ~t 
a deeply rooted conviction that ~t IS agamst the laws of God7 

I asked these questions of a well known man in London to 
day ,who answered, 'LI thmk ~t is the Dew1 " 

ONE BATH FOR 28 

Scandal of Oxford Poor Law Schools 

Oxford, Thursday -The adverse report of a Government 
Inspector on the Oxford Poor Law Schools was glven to mem 
bers at the meetmg of the Guardians at Oxford today 

Amongst other th~ngs, the report stated that the children had 
bread, cheese, and bacon for dmner, wh~ch they ate with them 
fingers 

The sanitary arrangements were stated to be Inadequate 
One movable bath was m use for 28 mfants, with no Inlet or 
outlet for water Hot water had to be fetched across an un 
rovered yard It could only be expected that several c h ~ l  
dren shared the same bath, and this was admitted 

A German Chlld Asked What He Wanted 
For Chr~stmas Said, "More to Eat" 

We, who for our ch~ldren's sake, 
A happy Christmas t r~ed  to make, 
Setting some special gift apart 
For the small thmg that holds our heart 
When we des~red to learn the toy 
Most longed for by the g ~ r l  or boy, 
And began by questioning 
'What t.hall rat11Lr Cm~simas brmg? 
Expecting to be told agaln 
"A doll--a f a ~ r y  book-a tra1n9'- 
What would we hale thought or s a d  
If our own child had answered "Bread"? 

TOMFOOL 
London Herald 



The Bzrth Control Revzew 11 

Women's Part in the Malthusian Movement 
By  Dr Alzce Drysdale Vackery 

I T HAS BEEN sald that 
the Malthuslan movement 

owes very llttle of ~ t s  suc 
cess to women, that although 
~t has very wldely altered 
and broadened the posalbd 
ltres In llfe whlch had hlth 
erto been open to them, they 
had been slow to reallze ~ t s  
meanlng and profit by ~ t s  
message 

There IS some truth In thls 
reproach It IS, I owever, 
not difficult to understand 

the reason It IS, no doubt, largely due to the restrictions 

lmposed upon women by theological teachmgs, by then en 
forced and unnatural dependence upon men for the necessaries 

of llfe also In the llngerlng remnants of feudal customs and 
tramtlons and the d~sllke (to us no stronger term) of a large 
number of men to the freedom and power of self determmat~on 
gradually comlng w~thln reach of the~r  womenkmd 

The world, however, is immensely Indebted to the lnltlatlve 
of one woman, Mrs Besant, for the noble stand made by her 
m conjunction w~ th  Mr Charles Bradlaugh agamst the sup 
presslon of neo Malthuslan teachings Valuable as was the 
contrlbutlon by each of these courageous ploneers In that 
ever memorable t r ~ a l  before Chlef Justlce Cockburn, the moral 
effect upon the community at large would have suffered a 
grlevous dlmlnut~on rf Mrs Besant had allowed herself to he 
d-ssuaded from takmg part m the defense Every faclllty was 
offered to her by the prosecution to retlre from the case, and 
~t speaks volumes for the enthusiasm and slncerlty of her con 
vlctlons that these suggest~ons met wlth no response What 
ever has been the effect of Mrs Besant's attltude on thls ques 
tion after her conversion to Theosophy, women ought always to 
be deeply grateful to Mrs Besant for her courageous actlon at 
thls cr~tlcal moment and for the conspicuous ab111ty d ~ s p l a ~ e d  
b j  her m her presentatlon of the Malthuslan doctrlne before 
the Judge and jury 

It 1s most unfortunate that the publ~shed hlstory of this 
famous trlal should now be unobtamable 

N THE ARRANGEMENT of the defense, ~t was agreed that I MIS Besant should deal wlth the mherent ments of the 
Malthuslan doctrlne whlle Mr Bradlaugh dealt w~ th  the more 
strlctly legal aspects of the case Regarding the mdlvidual 
personalltles of the two defendants, ~t seems safe to say that a 
more effective plan of campalgn could scarcely have been 
devised 

Mrs Besant's statement of the Law of Population, of the evll 
effects of dlsregardlng a as ev~denced by the unhappy condl 
tlon of the poorer classes, the hlgh infantile and maternal mor 

tallty, the deter~oratlon of the natlonal physique, etc , made a 
profound lmpresslon upon both judge and jury 

Later on Mrs Besant wrote a short treatlse on the Law of 
Populat~on and In her preface to a rew edlt~on publ~shed m 
1880 she says "Nearly three years have passed slnce t h ~ s  llttle 
book was first ~ssued, ~t was wrltten for the poor, In the hope 
than by the mformatlon therem pen-~nformat~on long fa 
m h a r  to and long acted upon by the wealthier classes of 
society-poor men and women m~ght make the home happy, 
and rear In respectabll~ty and comfort a l~mlted number of 
children, ch~ldren who should hereafter bless the parents 
whose wlsdom and forethought had glven them a falr share In 
the llfe race That hope has been largely reahzed Durmg 
these three years thlrty thousand coples of the book have found 
thelr way lnto English homes, acrcss the Atlantlc ~t has found 
warm welcome, and an Amencan edltlon of twenty five thou 
sand copes have been sold, maklng a sale of s~xty thousand 
t~ the Engl~sh speaklng natlons It has been translated Into 
German, Itahan, French and Dutch, and has thus spread over 
the continent of Europe whlle the Engllsh edltlon h+s been 
largely sold In Hindustan A clrculatlon so w~de 1s the slgn 
of the need whlch thls pamphlet has strlven to supply Hence 
the determlnatlon to h m ~ t  the number of the fam~ly w~thln the 
means of sustaining ~t In decency and comfort" 

HIS GROWING DETERMINATION has been largely 
spread by the Malthus~an League T h ~ s  body was founded 

to defend and promulgate the doctrme of early marrlage, par 
ental responslblllty and l lm~tat~on of the famlly "The world 
moves" and ~t moves onward Early marrlage and the llmlta 
tlon of the famlly mean growth of soclety, purlty and home 
hcppmess among the people The b~gots and persecutors 
may, ~f they wdl, st111 fight agamst the lnev~table but the 
people have caught a ghmpse of the path and of poverty and 
none can turn them back " 

Good work in thls d~rectron has been done by many others 
Dr Al~tta Jacobs In Holland has set an example to women 
doctors all over the world Very many women, whose names 
wlll neker be known, have worked quickly and unostenta 
t~ously Between thlrty and forty years ago, the present wrlter 
m conjunction wlth Dr C R Drysdale, the first pres~dent of 
the League, lectured frequently and persistently to workmg 
men's clubs, to secular societies m and around London on thls 
toplc It 1s tlme now for the women of the present generation 
to come forward quletly and courageously and spread the 
knowledge whlch IS essentlal for the prevention of poverty and 
all ~ t s  attendant evlls far and w~de  through the len,& and 
breadth of the land 

Early marrlage is essentlal ~f we would extmgulsh promls 
culty and the venereal dlseases whlch promlsculty disseminates 
But early marrlage spells poverty and wretchedness i f  the 
young couples reproduce too soon, and too frequently There- 

(Cont~nued on page 17)  
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; t i o n w h i c h ?  

I1 

W E SHOWED LAST month, first, that under present con 
dltlons it IS qulte vam to rely on "moral control" to 

arrest the procreation of the unfit Secondly, that a widespread 
knowledge of safe and slmple methods of contraceptlon, would 
brmg about a most salutary change m publlc oplnlon, and m 
popular practlce The production ot chddren, doomed to pov 
erty and dlsease, would no longer be regarded as a Heaven sent 
misfortune, callmg for plty or charlty, but would be vwted 
wlth soclal reprobation 

For the sale of contlnult) of argument, let us set down the 
sahent facts concerning the four famllles selected as the text 
of the last artlcle The parents were respectable people, llvlng 
In poverty, but not addlcted to drmk or any other vlce In 
taxes, rates and chanty, the four famllles must have cost the 
community thousands of pounds, wlthout returning any 
equivalent of valuable cltlzens Twenty SIX chddren out of 
thlrty nlne had survived, but practically all were elther tuber 
cular, anaemlc, purbhnd, mentally deficient, afflleted w~ th  
rlckets, or wlth some form of heart dlsease 

Unhappdy, England does not stand alone m furnishmg such 
dismal stones Things are even worse on the contment We 
learn, moreover, that even m the favored states, mlllions of 
school children are physically handlcapped, that 6,000,000 
suffer from malnutrltlon, and that one man out of every three 
dlafted Into the army in the late war, was underweight and 
undersued 

"No matter," cry our medlcal opponents, 'LDon't grudge the 
chlldren thelr lives let them come into the world, and we 
w ~ l l  cure them" Such expressions of feeling doubtless arlse 
~n part from that "maudlin sentlmental~ty," whlch, according 
to Sxr James Barr, not infrequently besets the medlcal pro 
fesslon The communlty must lnslst on decldlng for itself 
in thls matter The ways of self love are very hidden, and ~t 
19 unreasonable to expect the average practltloner to be very 
keen on the disappearance of slckly chlldren Dlsease IS the 
raw materlal of hls mdustry, and wlthout ~t he could ne~ther 
boot hls chlldren, nor pay hls rent Moreover, ~t IS notorlous 
that not all the sklll and devot~on of the medlcal profession, 
not all ~ t s  enormous Influence over prlvate and publlc hfe, has 
h~therto preva~led to save the whlte races from portentous 
raclal degeneration Wltness the extraordinary decay of teeth 
It IS therefore surely wlser to prevent 111 health and slckness 
rather than to trust to the hlghly problematical cure of them 

HE ADVOCATES OF Blrth Control have to meet crlt~clsm 
of another kmd 1s there not a danger," ray same gentle 

souls, "of sacrlficlng the moral and the splrltual to the ma 
terlal? Does not the lmbecile little daughter, or the wastmg 
baby, often become the centre of the famlly's love and devo 
tlon?" 

Thls IS sometimes manrellously true, and before such ex 
amples of Dlvme compensation, one can only bow one's head 

In reverence But the argument IS not really valld To maln 
t a n  that chlldren should be exposed to lwes of helplessness 
and suffering for the sake of developing the altrursm of thelr 
relations, 1s on a par wlth the contention of the wealthy lady, 
that poverty must always exlst, to enable the rlch to wm to 
Heaven by theu charltles Famlly sollcltude and affection 
can manifest Itself on all rounds of the splral, and to rear and 
start well in llfe three healthy children, mvolves m most cases 
just as much self abnegation as does the struggle barely to 
keep ahve half a dozen slckly ones 

"You are golng the wrong way to work altogether," asserts 
another set of crltics, perhaps best vowed by Dr Amand 
Routh "The more births the better for the natlon You have 
only to Improve condltlons, and get rld of poverty, alcoholism, 
venereal dlsease, mental defectiveness snd tuberculosis " 

N ADMIRABLE PROGRAMME, no doubt, but we should A I~ke  to know how ~ t s  advocates propose to carry ~t out 
We cannot deal wlth abstractions We cannot abollsh poverty, 
for Instance, we can only lmprove the economlc condition of 
poor people, such as those constituting the famllles quoted 
above How 1s thls to he done when none of the breadwinners 
are capable of a hard day's work? They are not exceptional 
As was noted m the last a r t de ,  In 1917, only one third of the 
Englsh male population whlch was med~cally revlewed reached 
the normal standard of welght and strength Moreover, the 
sound portion of the communlty is economically handlcapped 
by ~ t s  ever mcreasmg load of mcapables All the above evds 
form a cham, each belng both cause and effect Many a man 
is drlven to spend hls evenmgs m the public house because of 
a cross baby, or nolsy chlldren In the house, yet such dlscom 
forts cannot be avolded when large famllles are crowded Into 
two or three small rooms And the man who has taken a 
"drop too much," falls an easy vlctlm to any sex temptatlon 
whlch comes In hls way, and thus often becomes dlseased The 
diseased mndlvldual, m turn, 1s apt to beget mentally defectwe 
chddren who lead poverty strlcken hves These are llkely to 
become tubercular subjects and to slnk Into downright pau 
perlsm Thus, whlle cheery optlmlsts are playlng at abollsh 
mg abstractions--ln wcuums, as ~t were-the lndlvlduals con 
cerned wdl be floodlng the country w~th  thelr deplorable 
progeny The sltuatlon suggests the parallel of a bevy of scl 
entlsts gravely explalnlng how a tank mlght possibly be pre 
vented from overflowmg-by evaporation, suctlon, gravltatlon 
and what not-but resolutely scoutmg the suggestion to turn 
off the tap 

Other opponents of voluntary parentage fear lest the know1 
edge of safe contraceptwe methods would make ~mmorality, 
both mslde and outslde marriage, safer and therefore more 
common Thls mght conceivably happen ur certam cases, 
though one questions I€ the morality whlch arlses solely from 
fear of consequences 1s worth much All knowledge IS capable 
of bemg misused, doctors have used thelr sklll m drugs to 
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become poisoners, and the art of wrltlng 1s lnd~s~ensable to emlgratlon, the population of New Zealand, where contracep 
t h ~  fmmr tlve methods are extenswely employed, has Increased by nearly -- --- 0-- 

a thlrd m twenty years The blah rate 1s low, but, In conse 
OMMON SENSE, HOWEVER, refuses to deprlve the com quence, so 1s the deathrate Further~ore, ~t was asserted that 

munlty of uthtles, merely because the morally madequate the contingent New Zealand sent to the world war was 'the 
may posslbly employ them wrongfully The best preventwe finest body of young men ever brought together m modern 
of immorality 1s a happy home llfe, and for thls a happy, +,met,, 
healthy and capable mother is md~spcnsable The present 
sjstem of haphazard chlld bearlng degrades the wlfe During CANE METHODS of regulatlng b~rths have not only achleved 
the best years of her hfe she 1s constantly unsightly, suffering, these results, but have delivered the men of the country - .  

poevlsh and mert? and her moral mfluence over husband and 
chlldren suffers accordmgly, nor 1s she able to attend properly 
even to the materlal wants of the famdy, when she has elther a 
young baby m her arms, or IS expectmg one at an early date 
One of the motlves of the propagandists of Blrth Control 1s to 
make true “mothering" among the poor, possible If people, 
however, are determmed on lmmoral conduct, It 1s surely better 
that no innocent chlld should suffer for them self mdulgence? 

Agam, ~t 1s feared that ~f the general use of preventwe 
measures spreads among the masses, as it has spread among 
the well to do, natlons wlll decllne from lack of soldlers and 
workers Both for production and for destruction, however, 
quallty matters more than quantlty In England, durlng the 
late war, 10 per cent of our potentla1 sold~ers were declartd 
unfit for any mllltary purpose, whatsoever, even for employ 
ment at the base Besldes, Increase of population does not de 
pend solely on the blrth rate In spite of severely restricted 

from endless financ~al worry and anxlety, and the women and 
chlldren from untold privation and sufferrng Race Sulclde 1s 
Indeed the sllllest of bogles The deslre for offspring and the 
love and care of ~ t ,  runs llke a golden cham throughout the 
anlmate creatlon It 1s a vltal characterlstlc of the evolution 
ary scheme, lmposslble to eradicate Small over materlallzed, 
o ~ e r  luxurmus sectmns of ~ o c ~ e t y  may, from tlme to tlme, un 
duly shmk the cares and expenses of ~arenthood, but by so 
dolng, they only provlde for then own extmctlon, m favour of 
more naturally mlnded classes 

The maternal lnstlnct has survlved m the natlons, even under 
the present appalling system, whereby the mother only too 
often becomes a worn out drudge, unable to provlde elther for 
her children's lmmedlate necessltles, or for then future welfare 

Is ~t then concewable that women would consent to be de 
prlred of bables when, for the first tune, they would have a 
reasonable hope of rearlng then Infants m health and comfort? 

Johanna 
T HE TRUCULENT JOHANNA wlth the red, red cheeks 

dled durlng the mght 
They have placed before her door a cross made of straw 

pendlng the arrlval of the wooden one whlch the beadle wlll 
presently fetch from the church 

It was Phrasle, my propnetor, who announced the news 
She ~t was, who had washed the body, she would do the same 
for me were I to dle Ever smce day break she has trotted 
across the hearth from one farm to another telllng the nelgh 
bors 

"What a great misfortune," sald I to Phrasie, "and her poor 
Guldo, what wlll he do? 

''Just thmk of ~t," replled Phrasle, "a whole stable full to 
look after, four cows, a bull, and a calf" 

"There are ch~ldren too, Phrasle There are five, I thlnk" 
"Seven, monsleur The chddren though are the least of 

h ~ s  troubles, they grow up of themselves But the blg anlmals, 
the cows, the bull " 

"The calf, Phrasle " 
Very serlous was Phrase as she thought of the calf 
"You know," she sald, "the rosary, that wlll be s a d  thls even 

mg at elght o'clock You wlll come?" 
"Yes, Phrasle " 

, 
It was a shanty llke mme on the slde of the Hlgh tides 

When I arrlved m the evenmg I was not the first The neigh 

bors, d e n t  men and women, were already seated and waltmg, 
thelr sabots ranged on the threshold For convenlence sake 
I had worn my boots and I trled to step softly, ashamed of the 
nolse I made on the squeaky sand 

UIDO DID NOT ralse hls bead He was near the fire 
place over which he bent as d he were warmukg hmself 

Only the fire was out A large pot hung blackly from the pot 
hook It st111 smoked a ldtle Close beslde hlm on a bench 
w a e  hls four boys, then clght bare legs danglmg above the 
floor The llttle glrls were too young to slt for so long a tlme 
wlth folded hands, so they had been put to bed Thelr beds 
were In a row along the wall under two framed plctures of 
Jesus and h ~ s  Mother, each holdlng a red and flammg heart 

Other neighbors came, took off then sabots and 1n stocklng 
feet or barefooted searched for a seat 

The beat h lace had been reserved for Gdles who was to re 
clre the rosary because he was the nearest nelghbor Each one, 
in thls way undertakes a certaln task 

The day of the funeral Tom would toll the bells Nells 
would lend his cart to carry the body, Benovl h ~ s  mare, the 
others would pray 

At elght o'clock Gdles, the lame arnved, llmpmg as usual, 
very tall at first, then very short and finally when he was 
seated, the same sue  as everybody else Before they began, 
Guldo opened the door of the room where the dead woman 
lay, so that she might be nearer Nothmg could be seen but 
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n dark hole w~th  something white, probably a corner of the 
bed where she lay sleeplng 

Y n  the name of the Fatherm-Gilles made a large sign of 
the cross whlch he had learned from the Trapp~sts He started 
slowly the beginnmgs of the prayers, the others contmued 
them out loud as IS done every Sunday in church 

One could hear the falsetto of the chddren the droanlng of 
Gu~do who fintshed after the others because he was burdened 
w~th  sorrow as well as the words 

Gilles let him fin~sh, then he began agam When he had 
made the round of h ~ s  chaplet three tlmes, he recited a dozen 
Aves, for each one of wh~ch he des~gnated a specla1 mtentlon 
After the last one he announced 

"For him amongst us who shall die first --Amen " 
WAS OVER Everyone rose On the threshold the men 'lighted the~r  plpes from then lanterns The women left 

first Gu~do had not budged 
I went to see the dead by dayhght Stretched out full length 

on her bed, she no longer had her rosy cheeks, and her teeth 
seemed hke yellow grains of corn in her mouth Her figure 
under the covers made a mound-her last chdd, the one she 
took w~th  her 

I sprmkled her w~ th  the holy water, and then suddenly, it 
seemed as ~f Johanna was crylng 

W h ~ l e  I was lookmg at her, Guido on hls knees before the 
fireplace blew the flames under the kettle for his cows 

They must eat 
Turbulent and free in the meadow the chddren were growmg 

up by themselves When he came hack m the evening for 
the rosary, the body was already In ~ t s  wooden c o E  The cof 
fin was qulte new, ~t smelt pleasantly of resin, hke a fir tree 
when a 1s felled m the woods Then I bade another farewell 
to the truculent Johanna' . . 

The mornlng of the bur~al, Guldo had put on h ~ s  breeches 
and h ~ s  fine Sunday shtrt He had kept his face of every day, 
a vlsage made of earth too well baked to he graven so soon w~ th  
slgns of sorrow He  smoked h ~ s  plpe As the people arrived 
he took it out and stuffed ~t m his pocket-until later He 
had forgotten neither the money for the collection, nor the 
penny for his char, nor h ~ s  blg red handkerchlef which was 
also for use later on 

He  interested hlmself in the struggles of the men who were 
shoving the coffin on the cart It was a l~t t le  d~fficult, they bad 
not the skdl of city undertakers, but ~f they jostled Johanna ~t 
was wlth klndly mtentlons-and there' there she was at last 

ICE, THE MARE, started off at a good pace Generally 
her load was heavrer Benovi, who led her by the bridle 

almost had to run If ~t had not been for hls Sunday clothes, 
he would have looked as ~f he were just comlng m from the 
fields Gu~do hurr~ed behind taking long steps between h ~ s  
four sons who had to trot to keep up, then came a group of 
women In cloaks and the men straggled on at a d~stance No 
one spoke Each one hurned along as best he could Only 
the heather murmured a l~ttle and sometlmes a wheel grated 

I had to reason a good deal wlth myself to  magm me that 
there was a dead woman in that cart, so unllke a hearse All 
the same the c o h  was there on two bundles of straw and the 
c~oss  was there too, ready to plant on the grave 

At the highway, Benov~ slowed down a b ~ t  to gwe Tom tlme 
to go on ahead and toll the bells We heard them soon, full 
toned under the great oaks, commg forth to meet the dead 

It was monsleur the cure h~mself who chanted the mass 
They l a ~ d  Johanna down on the stone floor near the com 
munion ben~h,  a humble dead woman who had not the right 
to advance further Gu~do was on h ~ s  knees a little m front of 
her He prayed from his book just as he did on Sundays and 
turned his page for the Gospel just when the priest turned hls 
When the collect~on was made he looked a long tune at hls 
money before he dropped ~t m the plate, then suddenly he was 
troubled because he had taken the c o E  up by the right s ~ d e  
instead of the left and so had to turn h ~ s  w~fe's body upside 
down After that he remalned perfectly stdl 

The cemetery l ~ e s  all about the church It 1s better so for 
the dead They enter the tomb at a bound all warm from the 
prayers and bened~mons whlch have been showered upon them 
and before they have had tlme to cool 

EFORE THE GRAVE Guldo unfolded hls handkerchlef 
His hands trembled, h u  legs trembled, h u  smock trembled 

on hls back He did not thmk to take off his cap He leaned 
over the hole and called three tlmes Nonnaf Nonnaf Nonna' 
--each tlme louder and with more anguish he called to Nonna 
who would never more reply The chlldren In their turn 
shr~eked for their mother The women wept The men turned 
away or blew the~ r  noses Next to me Tom stood st~ffly and 
b ~ t  h ~ s  I p s  and h ~ s  level eyes filled wlth tears 

To weep as they d ~ d ,  to muffle w~ th  sorrow as they d ~ d ,  to 
grmace w~ th  dlstress and feel stup~dly the tears roll down my 
face, to drmk those good warm tears and therewith purge my 
soul ' But no, I was not enough one of them I had too much 
to see, and my eyes were too far from my heart 

Will you forglve me, you poor dead woman' I watched the 
face of the beadle I saw Guido on his knees, clawmg the 
earth, 1 noticed the trees that moved so softly and felt the sun 
that was so warm ~t would soon have cracked your coffin ~f ~t 
had not quickly been covered up in the a a v e  

Later perhaps, when I wet my pen-your Gu~do who wept 
for you, your ch~ldren and the others who gr~eved so loudly 
will doubtless have forgotten you You w ~ l l  be, for them, the 
"late" Johanna But for me you w ~ l l  h e  You w ~ l l  have your 
red, red cheeks, and your teeth as pure as the mdk you drew 
from your cows, you all1 cut the heather on your knees, your 
wh~te bonnet on a level with the flowers You wdl carry the 
pad from your well and then perhaps I will find qulte sud 
denly the tears I did not shed, when I th~nk that you d~ed  and 
that I saw you placed under the ground 0 poor Johanna, 
you w ~ l l  already be only a few hones m a cemetery in the 
depths of Campme ANDRE BAILLOU, 

L'Humun~te, September 22, 1920, 
Translated for the BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

~n the rut By Mary Knobluuch. 
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What Happens to the 34,000 Nameless Children? 
By Arthur Brzsbane 

In  the New York American 

N THE P~ to rzu l  Rrvzew Dorothy Canfield F~sher writes on 1 "A Square Deal for the Nameless Chtld '' 
MISS Fisher, a worker for the Red Cross tn Frowe during 

the war, tells a story that should startle and put to shame thc 
country that p o r e s  and therefore permits the k~lling, or 
worse, of 34,000 children every year 

In France, when a child IS born fatherless, the Governme.lt 
sees to ~t that the chtld has a chance to l ~ v e  As Miss Fisher 
says, the Erench Government reallzes that "whlle there may 
be ~llegitimate parents, about whom many harsh things can 
justly be satd, there 1s no such thing as an illeg~t~mate baby" 
In France they care for the unfortunate child, plactng ~t wtth a 
Noman, usually the mother of chlldren, who is well p i ~ d  and 
whose interest IS In the permanent welfare of the chlld 

In t h ~ s  country the att~tude-public, private and official- 
toward an unfortunate, badly born chlld, would seem to make 
of that ch~ld  a cnmtnal, an offender agatnst the law, a creature 
 hat cannot be too qulckly hlled by "baby farmtngX And 
this, In spite of the fact that "If there IS a slngle human soul 
on t h ~ s  globe aho IS absolutely free from the sl~ghtest respons 
tbiltty about the conduct of those parents it is the baby" 

-  he average number of chldren illeg~t~mately born annually 
In the Untted States is, 34,000 It IS safe to say that at least 
30,000 of these are KILLED, suddenly, or by slow starvation 

and neglect, the miserable mothers, as a rule, not knowing 
what has happened to them, not darlng to ask 

ERE IS A plcture, well drawn, not exaggerated, of the 
treatment that our "cinl~zat~od'  accords, not occastonally. 

but every year, to thousands of unfortunate girls, vlctms of 
brutal and victous men 

What awalts her and the baby7 They d~sappear into a world the 
awfulness of whlch IS beyond our unaginatlon, a world of charlatan or 
unscrupulous or callous doctors and graspmg, ruthless mldwlves whose 
only ~dea-this 1s a plam llteral statement of fact-1s to wrmg as much 
mone) out of the girl as they can, counnng on the cruel pressure society 
puts on her to h d e  and deny her own cluld, and after they have extorted 
all the money whlch playmg on her terror and mexperlence and con 
fuslon of nund wdl produce, the11 next ldea IS to lull off as soon as pos 
s ~ h l e  the baby whlch she has entrusted to them, in order that they may 
be free to start on another gho_uhsh hunt for another hapless gu l  whose 
Innocent haby may be used as another lever to secure more money 
And nobody ralses a hand to prevent h s '  We mothers m homes 'don t 
know anythug about ~ t " ,  'never thought of zt before ' 

After the gtrl has glven up her last penny, and worked for 
more, and after her chtld has been murdered, track is kept of 
her and ~f at any tune she marrles she IS made the vlctlm of 
blackmail and hounded to the last 

The worot is that baby lulltng on a wholesale scale is not 
confined to human w~ld  beasts that for profit prey upon the 
unfortunate, unprotected mothers So called "charitable in 

stltutions" are past masters m the art of murdering friendless 
chlldren 

"Of babtes taken from unmarrted young mothers and put In 
so called 'hospaals from 80 to 95 out of every 100 dle' " Thts 
IS an extract from an official report 

' A  speclal study of bab~es who entered one such lnstltutioa whde 
they were less than a month old showed that ~n the fifteen years, he 
glnnmg m 1900 not a smgle one who was not removed from the mstl 
tbtlon w ~ t h m  SIX months l~ved Any one who has ever cared for a 
slck baby-even on-or has ever seen one, can wsualue what the 
scenes m such an Institution must he, wlth the hab~es rece~ved m 
good condlt~on-plump, healthy, rosy, w ~ t h  the preclaus germ of life 
heatmg stronbly w~tlun them--day by day starvmg to death, dytng of 
pneumoma, covered wlth ~nfec t~ous  skm dtseases t h e ~ r  tender flesh raw 
w ~ t h  ulcers from lad. of care, then l ~ t t l e  skeleton hands reaching out 
p ~ t ~ f u l l y  for death to release them from the torture wh~ch  life has 
blought to them, the llfe w h ~ c h  they d ~ d  not ask to have glven to them, 
the h fe  whmh 1s as precmus in each one of them as m our own sweet 
well cared for c u d  on whom our eyes rest broodingly m a passlon of 
love 

HIS GIVES YOU the record for one month of one small 
~nstitution supposed to "take care of bab~es" 

In September they took In fifteen and sent th~rteen out to be hurled, 
hke httle drowned pupples or luttens, m the refuse heap ahe re  the dead 
bahles are carned two of them m each box If only one d ~ e s  at a tlme 
the httle body walls a day or so 1111 a dead comrade 1s brought to keep 
h ~ m  company There 1s no doubt that one wlll surely dle m tune to save 
the waste anslug from g m n g  to one baby the whole of the llttle wooden 
box, three feet long by one foot wlde They are plzced m n, head to 
foot (the l~ttle,  starved baby forms take up lmle space), the box IS 

placed m a hole and a few shovelfuls of eanh are thrown over 11 But 
even a qulet place m the bosom of the earth IS too much to g v e  these 
wretched and helpless victims of ours and soon, a few years later, then 
bones are dug up  and scattered about as a hole IS dcg in the same place 
for other murdered bab~es 

- 
How does that Impress you for "Chr~ t~an"  clviltzat~on In 

the year of our Lord 19207 
Chnst sald, 'LBnt whoso shall offend one of these l~ t t le  ones 

whtch belteve in me, ~t were better for h ~ m  that a mtllstone 
were hanged about his neck and that he were drowned tn the 
depth of the sea " 

And agaln "Take heed that ye despise not one of these 
l~t t le  ones, for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do 
always behold the face of my Father which IS In heaven" 

Thlrty thousand of them from America appear before that 
face every year 

And In a "char~table, Chnst~an inst~tution" they kill 13 out 
of 15 babtes the very month that they are "welcomed," and for 
economy bury them two In a box Qu~te a w~de  margln be 
tween Christ's TEACHINGS and Christ~anity's DOINGS 

We have strange Ideas of Chr~stlanity and of morals In thts 
country where the law makes it a crlme to teach prevention 
of chddbirth, and does notblng to protect the chdd or prevent 
~ t s  k~lling by slow torture once it 1s born 
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T H E  CORPSES of babws a month or two old are small, 
they soon disappear m the ground, and are easlly burned 

In furnaces, especmally when they have been starved Thuty 
thousand a year come and go, and the world IS LLsurpr~sed" 
ahen MISS rlsher, a courageous woman, prints the brutal facts 

The trouble is that the natlon, from the Government down 
to the ~ndivldual, lacks imagmatlon and sympathy If every 
)ear 30,000 FULL GROWN corpses were found scattered in 
the streets somethmg would be done about it 

We talk of a secret stranglmg organlzatlon m India with 
horror It never k~lled 30,000 vlctlms or half the number m 
any year But those vmctlms were FULL GROWN 

Our lmaglnatlons are feeble We do not realwe that everv 
~hchlld murdered In 'baby farmmg" dies a hundred tlmes, as 
its feeble l~t t le  hands reach out p~tlfully for food and for affec 

tlon, untd its poor dying eyes turn from a cold brutal face to 
the wall and close forever 

We organlze funds, mf you please, for "the poor children of 
Armenla" We want t h ~ s  country to send shlps and an army 
to stop the atroclous murders Dld anybody ever suggest that 
the Turks murder 30,000 Armenlan bables every year? No, 
the Turks are a VICIOUS lot, undoubtedly, but they can boast no 
such average of murder as that 

That magn~ficent average 1s reserved for the Unlted States, 
THE LAND OF CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION, the 
land that thmks ~t ought to TEACH cmvllization to the rest of 
the world 

Better begm at home and stop the murder every year of tens 
of thousands of chlldren, whose only crlme is weakness, whose 
mlsery 1s due to the fact that women are weak, men brutal and 
selfish 

Race Suicide in the United States 
By Dr Warren S Thompson 

Unzverszty of Mzchzgan and Cornell Unwerszty 

BELIEVE, however, that even ~f the poor knew how to 11m1t I them fmnhes as generally as members of other classes, 
they would not put thew knowledge mto practlse to the same ex 

tent It is the customary thmg among the poor to look for 
ward to the economlc a ~ d  of the chlld as soon as he or she can 
be put to work In the sweatmg mdustrles mere bables often 
add thew ptttance to the famlly lncome by "helpmg mother" 
w~th  her work Even where chdd labor laws and school laws 
are well enforced, the parents can count on the ald of the 
children as soon as they are fourteen or fifteen years old Not 
only does the chdd of poor parents cease to be a d~rect  burden 
upon the parents very early, but there are usually several 
years In whlch it contributes more than its "keep" to the 
famlly lncolne Thus a famlly of four or five chlldren may 
render the parents substantlal ald for ten or fifteen years or 
even more The parents very generally expect to get back the 
cost of the chlld before mt strlkes out for xtself and they usually 
succeed It may seem to many people that thls attltude to 
wards chlldren IS exceptional and ~s not a very important 
factor maklng for large famllles I feel certam, however, 
that this attltude towards chlldren IS very general among poor 
people The parents themselves were brought up to expect 
to go to work as soon as they were able and they expect the 
szme of their chlldren The experience of those who have to 
do w ~ t h  the enforcement of ch~ld  labor laws shows that people 
m the poorer classes want their chlldren to leave school and go 
to work at a very early age and that the chlldren are qul~e  
wllllng to do so This 1s the usual attitude of poor people 
the world over Hard cond~tlons of llfe and slmple forms of 
work make ~t necessary and posslble for chlldren whllp )et 
very young to help them parents and 11 is customary for them 
to do SO Old world Ideas brought over by the Irnmlgrants 
also work lo the same dnectlon The peasant econ3my of 

Europe has a place for the labor of the chlld and only too 
often the lmmlgrants see no reason why the chlld should not 
go to work as young m thls country as he would m the old 
country 

ANY TIMES THE chdd begms to asslst the parents at 
theu work long before it u permmtied to work regularly 

It can do thls qulte easily, because both men and women do un 
skilled work When the tlme comes that the chlld can leave 
school, it finds compartirely little U c u l t y  in gettmg the same 
kmd of a job as father or mother, or a srmllar one Ch~ldren 
whose mothers work at home m the sweated trades can ac 
quue all of the sh l l  needed to do any of the work by the 
t~me  they can leave school When the boys are too blg to 
work at the sweated trades they are able to go to the wharves 
wlth theu fathers or do rough labor on construction work or 
any other of a thousand jobs which require no spec~al prepara 

I would not Imply that boys and gmrls m thls class always 
do the same klnd of work as thew parents, but I do belleve 
that the great majorlty of them do work of the same general 
nature I should say that the boy whose father is a longshore 
man and who hlmself becomes a deliveryman IS staylng m the 
same general class as hls father Sumlarly the boy who does 
the unskmlled labor m a new subway IS followmng m the steps 
of his father who 1s the jan~tor of a tenement We are too apt 
to forget that only a small proportion of chlldren can ever rise 
from the general class lnto whlch they are born 

(To  be contmued) 

And what avad the plow or sad, 
Or land or hfe, ~f freedom fad? 

-EMERSON 



The Bzrth Control Revzew 17 

News 
[An extract from the artzcle on the International Congress of 
Anglo Saxon B~shops from all over the world, m Lambeth 
I'alace, London-From the Lzterary Gude and Ratwnaht 
Revtew, September, 1920 ] 

September 18, 1920 
ERE IS ONE branch of the report wh~ch IS decmve and 
clear enough-that on sexual problems The B~shops rr 

condemn the Increase ahke of divorce and ~ l l eg~ t~ma te  b~rths 
-though the latter 1s very largely increased by the madequate 
fac~l~tles  for d~vorce and the hardsh~p of the present law on 
deserted w~ves among the poor On the subject of Neo Ma1 
thus~an~sm the Church 1s just where ~t was in 1877 The Com 
mlttee of wh~ch the cellbate B~shop of London u Chanman 
actually proposes to make use of the Counc~ls of Un~ted 
re l~g~ous  bod~es (to wh~ch we referred above) to make 11Iegal 
the sale of contraceptives Here 1s an excellent ~l lustrat~on 
of how the Angl~can prelates hope, by patron~zmg the Non 
conform~sts, to use them as then tools m reactlonary work 
under the d~sgu~se  of promoting the "Phys~cal, moral and so 
wal welfare of the people" In regard to thls part~cular mat 
ter, ~t IS probable that the resistance to any such soc~al tyranny 
would come from such unexpected quarters that the allled 
cler~cal~sts would beat a speedy retreat, but, m regard to the 
dworce law, they stdl have opportunlt~es of obstructmg re 
form so as to perpetuate the cruelty and hardsh~p of the 
eustmg law "By then works ye shall know them " 

BIRTH CONTROL URGED IN CORONER'S REPORT 
IRTH CONTROL THROUGH intell~gent ~nstruct~on IS 

recommended by Coroner S N Franklm, In h u  report for 
the year 1919, as the only means of preventmg a large num 
ber of deaths among mothers and traged~es to many women 
resultmg from unwelcome children 

The only posslble cure for s u ~ c ~ d e  according to the report, 
13 sane lmng 

The report shows 710 deaths reported to the coroner m 1919 
01 t h ~ s  number, 525 were mvest~gated Acc~dents caused 318 
deaths, 170 were from natural causes, 85 were su~c~des,  there 
were 14 murders, 16 lost then hves In auto acc~dents, trams 
k~lled 36 pedeslnans, Milwaukee street cars k~lled 13 

-Mzlwaukee Sentmel, September 28, 1920 

STRANGE TO SAY SHE DIED 
HE MOTHER OF 22 chddren mclud~ng SIX pans of twlns 

and one set of quadruplets, M n  Mary Durrington, aged 
39, w ~ f e  of James Durrington, 513 South Wall street, d~ed  at 
then home Sunday, followmg the b ~ r t h  of a stillborn ch~ld 
Only five of the 22 ch~ldren survlve, four daughters, Kathleen, 
aged 12, Anme, aged 11, Amy, aged 6, and Mary, aged one 
year, and a son, James Durrmgton, j r ,  aged 13 None of the 
quadruplets 1s lmng  

Mrs Durrmgton came to Amer~ca five years ago from Eng 
land Bes~des her husband and five children, she u survived 

No te s  
by her mother, Mrs John O'Bnen, 519 South Wall street, two 
brothers and a aster in England, and another slster, Mrs John 
Fry, 521 South Wall street 

Funeral servlces wdl be held at St Joseph's Cathedral, Wed 
nesday mornlng, and burla1 wdl probably be made m Calvary 
cemetery by the Schoedinger Co --Columb~a Drr~atch 

-- 

CRY OF THE BABIES 

"T HE BABIES' CRY 1s the ~nternat~onal cry, the one lang 
uag; wh~ch holds the natlons together," declared Ram 

say MacDonald yesterday, speak~ng at the openlng ceremony 
of the Baby Clmc Hosp~tal, Ladbroke Road, W 

The hosp~tal IS m memory of Margaret MacDcnald and 
Mary M~ddleton, and 1s the outcome of the first baby c l ~ n ~ c  
fcunded by the Women's Labour League m Telford Road, 
Kensmgton, e~ght  years ago 

In North Kenslngton the housmg conmtlons are as bad as 
m any part of East London and ~t was found that dally treat 
ment of the s ~ c k  bab~es at the Telford Road C l ~ n ~ c  was nega 
t~ved by the shockmg cond~t~ons of home life to wh~ch they 
were obl~ged to return The present premlses have been in 
formally open smce October last 

S~xteen tmy pat~ents, all chddren of Kens~ngton mothers an 
poor c~rcumstances, were l y q  m the~r  cots yesterday when a 
Dally Herald representatwe vmted the hospital, then ages 
rangmg from a few weeks to two years Among them were 
tw~ns who at three weeks old had been obllged to be placed in 
a day nursery wh~le the mother went back to her work Rmkets, 
malnutrit~on, and ~nclplent tuberculos~s are the common corn 
plamts, and good food, care, and rest are the prmclple medl 
cmes requlred 
- - 

WOMAN'S PART IN THE MALTHUSIAN MOVEMENT 
(Concmued from page 11) 

fore blrth control 1s essenhal, m order to preserve the health 
of the mother, 1x1 order that the ch~ldren may be born wlth a 
good constltutlon, and a reasonable expectat~on that the par 
ents can m then turn become self supporting The more 
thoughtful classes have furn~shed the proof that fam~ly l ~ m ~ t a  
tlon IS pract~cable and advantageous It 1s now overdue that 
poorer women shall have ~t m them power to profit by the 
same knowledge, and benefit then husbands and famlltes and 
themselves as  a result Women are IIO longer vote less, no 
longer slaves It 1s for them NOW to thmk and act" 

-- 

"Of course people speak vaguely of me as an anarch~st, a 
vlslonary, and a crank I am none of these thmgs, but then 
opposites I only want a few perfectly pract~cal reforms wh~ch 
shall enable a decent and reasonable hfe, w~thout havlng to 
subm~t to the very great mjustlces and the petty annoyances 
wh~ch meet you now at every turn "--GEORGE BERNARD SHAW, 
Chap Book, November, 1896 
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MEAT FOR THE BRAIN 
Books that are not for a day, a wceh, 01 

a y e a ,  hut for all t ~ m e  
Uilless you arc fully acquamted w t r ~  

the foilowlng books, you cannot in thc full 
sense of the word be "well read" and 110s- 
sess the mtellectual foundat~on of Sclcnct 
and L~teraturt .  
These books are the works of the most brtlllant wrnters 

upon the vttal problems of lafe and the 
fundamentals of knowledge 

, SEX KNOWLEDGE FOR MEN AND BUYS - 
Includmg a DIogram for Sex educatron or the Doy 

BY Wll l~am J Rohmson ?I D 
CLOTH BOUND ILLUSTRATED 265 PAGES 

SENT PREPAID 
Thls book Ir  perhaps the best and most e x h a ~ r t l , e  

book ever  ~ u h l i s h e f l  con t amlng  sex knowled-e for 
men and  boys It 1s wrtt tcn from a purely scknttfic 
stcndpomt and contams evcrythlns ~n sex matters  
that  a man and bov rhnold know 

2 
10 w r m n g  thts  hlok Ur- Kohmron left n u t 1 m g  an 

the matter of sex knoi\ledge unracd 
If you are I" need of thzs knowledge and  every 

m m  and boy 1s order this  book u l t h u u t  delay 
L I 

THE SClEUCC OF EATIVG How to Insure Stamtna 
Endurance Vleor Strength and Health In In ianq  
Youth and Age A h e w  and hnlarged Edltlon of  
The F a m ~ s h ~ n g  World B y  Alfred W McCann 

Cloth $250 

TRUTH PUBLISHING COMPANY 
1480 Broadway Dept. 5A New York 

R A T I O N A L  LIVING 
61 Haandton Place, New York 

IIealth Conservat~on, Soclal H > g ~ e n e ,  Indus- 
trial 11)glene Personal and Sexual H y p e n c  
Ch~ ld  1 lyg~ene ,  Drugless rrcatmcnt of I)~seasc, 
B ~ r t h  Control, All r ru ths  from All Med~cal  
Schoos, F ~ g h t m g  Dishonesty In the H c a l ~ n g  Pro- 
fesslons, Freedom m the Brlngmg Up of Chll- 
dren 4 n  mdependent monthly Sc~en t~ f i c  but 
popular Saves you money 

Tlre opznron of one reader " I feel throughout the 
mogazsne that u I S  dsrected wrth a sort of drvrne fury, 
that you are ragzng; burnang wrth fire and ~ n d z p c  
twn and sarcasm" A DOCTOR wrues " I  am grats 
fied as well as amazed to dcscouer that there rs a doc 
tor In New York wrth courage enough to  sturt such a 
magazzne " 

For ty  cents a copy Four dollars a year every- 
where In U S Value Correspondmg rates for 
shortcr per~ods  No free sample cop~cs  

Ratlonal Llvmg 1s sold In New York and 
Brooklyn on the more Important news-stands 
a t  Brentano's and Rand School Also In import- 
an t  book stores of larger cltles of U S and 
Canada 
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Woman: Her Sex and Love Lif e 

FOR MEN AND WOMEN 
& WILLIAM J ROBINSO~Y, M D 

HIS IS one of Dr Robmson's most lmportamt and T most useful boo*. fi u not devotd to obstruv 
&scnsslons or doubtful theones lt IS full of practical 
mformat~on of vital Importance to every woman and 
through her to every man, to every wlfe and through 
her to every husband 

The slmple, practical pomts contamed In ~ t s  pages 
would render mllllons of homes happler abodes than 
they are now, they would prevent the dmupt~on of many 
a fam~ly,  they show how to hold the love of a man, how 
to preserve sexual attraction, how to remaln young 
beyond the usually allotted age The book destroys 
many m ~ u r ~ o u s  errors and supersht~ons and teaches 
truths that have never been presented m any other book 
before In short, &IS book not only Imparts Interesting 
facts, lt gvea prachcal pomts whlch w l l  make thousands 
of women and thousands of men happler, healthrer, and 
more satdied wlth Me Certam chapters or even para 
graphs are alone worth the prlce of the book 

Illustrated 412 Pages Cloth Bound Price $3 
Order Dzrect 

THE CRITIC AND GUIDE 
12 W..t Mt. M o m .  Park Nar York Cnty 

Dr Robmson's Never Told Tales $1 50 
NI-."..---- I."... -...- --.-...-;j 
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CLASSIFIED COLUMN 
Thn rnlurnn IS onen to subscnbcra and others rhc 

have r&n&ng t; sell or exchatme Thr adver 
r w n g  rater are 2% a llne $1 Oo rnlnlmurn-12 1s 
aues I10 W Coov must be recewed by the Brat 0 
the ~ & V , O U S  rndrith W c  w l l  not kno-umgl, rccepl 
rdvcrttrcrncnts for thm eolunq that arc ~n an, 

R A N D  S C H O O L  
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 

IN SOCIALISM 
Instruct~on gwen all vear round Mod. 

crate fees Free descrlptlve booklet sen1 
on request Wrlte to Correspondence De- 
partment, 7 East 15th Street New York 
City 

"The Red~scovery of the Lost Foun- 
tam of Health and Happmess" by Dr 
El Leranto Tor Nervous Affections 
and Nerve Exhaust~on, Mental Ills and 
Sexual D~seases 

Pr~ce $1 10 postpa~d, cloth $1 60 
BENEDICT LUST, N D 

110 East 41st Street New York Clty 

The New York Women's 
Publishing Co., IS prepared 
to publish pamphlets, books, 
folders, etc., at reasonable 
prices. 

Read L O C O M A  
Marriage, Dlvorce, Love Eugen~cs 

R ~ r t h  Control, Sex Hyg~ene, e t c ,  are 
exclusively dealt wlth n every issue 
of the Lacoma-America's b ~ g  hlgh 
class rnagazme, devoted only to  such 
personal subjects For adults In  ~ t s  
t h ~ r d  year 

Interestmg, Instructing, lnsplring 
Copy 20 Cents, Year $150 

Speed o k  1 year for 75 cants 
Money back d not pleased. 

14 B C Bldg. Farmnngton, Mzch 

The We~ss Dupl~catmg Company 
Fae Strnlle Letter., Typewntmg 

Stenography 

F~lllng-rn, Addressmg, Malllng, Foldmg 
Sealrng and Stamprng 

32 UNION SQ NEW YORK 
Phone Stuyvs~lnt  564 

A Year's subscr~pt~on to the 

"Bwth Control Rev~ew" 

and 

"The Small Famdy System" 
By Dl Drysdales 

For $2 50 

Regula~ Rate Specla1 Rate 
$2 00 $2 50 

Please check the one you prefer 

MARGARET SANGER'S 

LECTURES 
Soc~et~es ,  Clubs, Labor Organlzat~ons 

des~rrng lectures on 

BIRTH CONTROL from the Woman, 

Health and L b o r  aspects 

should apply to  

Anne Kennedy 

104 Flfth Avenue New York C~ty 
Tel Chelsea 1941 

THE STVWESANT WI 

GRAPHIC PRESS 
16 EAST 13th STREET, NEW YORK 

GOING TO MOVE 

BOOKS 
CATALOGS 

PERIODICAL? 

Pension, or an Income 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN 

PENSION FOR LIFE 

1 und to Meet Debts, Obligations, In- 
curred Through Busmess or  Otherwise 

BURIAL FUND 
BENEFICIARY BENEFITS 

A l l  znformataon secured at 104 Fzfth Ave, 

Room 2004 Personal calls made upon 

request, @uzg explmt  urformaIwn 

DO NOT DELAY 

T~me Means Money--Get Protechon 

Telephone Chelsea 2639 

BOUND COPIES OF 

The Birth Control Review 

Only a few sets are to be had These 
mclude every Issue of the magazme 
from its lnceptlon In 1916 to  and m- 
ludlng December, 1919 

While They Last 
$5.00 a Volume 

THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 

104 Flfth Avenue New York C ~ t y  

Incorporated 1897 

Ed~t~on Bmdmg-Extra Bmding 
H ~ g h  Class Pamphlet Work 

40 West Thirteenth Street 

New York C ~ t y  



BOOKS ON SEX, FEMINISM, 

Woman and the New Race The Objects of Marriage 
By Margaret Sanger, a keen analysls of all By Havelock E l k  ...................... 25 
soc~al problems Physical, moral and men- 
tal freedom IS championed In t h ~ s  book-_-$2.00 Sanity in Sex 

By W ~ l l ~ a m  J F ~ e l d ~ n g  A popular pres- 
Race Regeneration Thru Woman entatlon of the oroblems of sex ---------- 175 - 

By Dr James Hegyessy-a book to gu~de 
women to health and happmess ---------- 1.50 The Awakening of Woman 

By Florence Guertm Tuttle The Psych~c 
Rachel S ~ d e  of F e m ~ n ~ s m  ....................... 100 

By Angelma W Gr~mke  A powerful 
drama of the omnipresent tragedy of the Women and World Federation 
Black people ........................... 165 By Florence Guertm Tuttle A book to be 

read and studled by all women ----------- 160 
Man and Woman 

By Havelock Elhs The book wh~ch  re- 
Pioneers of Birth Control 

veals to each other Women and Men as By V~ctor  Robtnson ..................... 100  

they are ............................... ~0 The Small Family System 
Birth Control By Dr C V Drysdale ------------------ 150 

In  I t s  Medrcal, Soc~at, Econom~c, and The Love Rights of Women 
Idoral Aspects* by Dr Adolphus Knopf- By Havelock Elhs A book that every man 

The Century of the Child should read ............................ 25 

By Ellen Key An Il lum~nat~on of the The Trial of William Sanger 
Child's Place In Society ----------------- 2.00 By James Waldo Fawcett --------------- 10 

Population and Birth Control Uncontrolled Breeding 
A Syrnpos~um by Wlll~am J Robtnson, By Adelyne More A startlmg sc~ent~fic 
Achllle Lorla, Charles V Drysdale, Ludw~g treatlse on overpopulat~on as the cause of 
Quessell, Eden Paul, Edward Bernstetn, D war .................................... 100 
Dunlop, R Manschke, S H Halford and F 
W Stella Browne, ed~ted by Eden and Small or Large Families? 
Cedar Paul ....................... ------ 3.M By Dr C V Drysdale and Havelock Ell~s-- 150 

What Every Mother Should Know Endowment of Motherhood 
By Margaret Sanger A book that teaches Wlth lntroduct~on by Edltor, Katherme 
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