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A Birth Strike To Avert World Famine 
An Edztorzal by  Margaret Sanger 

VERY READER of THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW should 
study crrefolly the ~ n t e r v ~ e w  w ~ t h  Mr R C Martens, one 

of the world 3 forcmod autllor~tjes on food supp l~es ,  w h ~ c h  
1s publ~shed  In thls number l h e n  every reader should ca l l  
that  lntervlew to the a t ten t~on of one o r  more frlends 

As long ago as last July,  the edltors of thls pub11cItlon drew 
p u b l ~ c  atte~ltlon to the s ~ t u d t ~ o u  Into w h ~ c h  the world has got 
ten ~ tse l f  through industrial overpopula~on The text used at  
that t lme was an  address made by Frank A Vanderllp the 
banker Mr V a n d e r l ~ p  pomted out the dangers en t a~ l ed  by 
the financial c o n d ~ t ~ o n  of Europe Now comes MI Martens, 
a man who conducts a world wlde business, one who bas had, 
perhapa, through his connections, particularly those w ~ t h  Great 
brltam's food controller, the l7te Lord Rhonddt,  I better op  
portunlty of l ~ ~ o w l t ~ g  the condl t~on of the world'. food supply 
than any  oiher man In Amerrca And he too sounds a note of 
r ~ g  HIS  w irnltrg IS  to Le more gravel\ con ~ d e ~ e d  than 
th it of MI Vdnd-rlrp, To] 111, anowledbe 1s more comprehen 
slve and e x a ~ t  than iMr Vanderl~p's  could have been More 
over, he  de l l  \ \ ~ t h  the most v ~ t a l  subject of all-the rood 

*upply MI Martenh' long cons~dered  and cirelully we~ghed 
oplnlon 1s th ~t many m~l l rons  of Europe's population will 
starve beloie next ye ir s crops arrlve 

ET US CONSIDER for a moment the world's sltuatlon as 
refleced hv frcts  known to al l  thoughtful persons Flrst, 

the wor ld s  gtralest war and a score of lesser ones st111 bemg 
waged, reculted lrom the pressure of populaton- 7s reflected 
In c o m m e r c ~ ~ l  r lva l r~es  Aa one of [he fruity or the ww,  and 
thererore of t h ~ s  same ~ r idus t r~  11 ovelpopul illon, we h w e  ac 
cord ng  to 111 report i  m l l l~ons  of peoplr irnostly ~ h ~ l d r e n )  
snflcrlng f ~ o m  Idch of food or 1c tu7 l l~  sl-irvlng In Europe 
today Aa the ~ e s u l t  of I ~ n l ~ l ~ e c  too l i r g r  lo sul).t-t upon 
the e rnlngs of a single wage elrner,  we h we more th In 
2 000000 of c l l~ ld  workers In the Un~ted  S t ~ t e s  and othrr  
m t l l~on -  i n  Eur( pe  and As~r-all of them doomed, In 7 gret tei  
o r  lc-s dcbree to broken llves 

On top of all thls ml,ery comes the b r e r k ~ n g  down of TII 
rope's p r o r l u c ~ l ~ e  system of her mrans of tr-tnsport ~ t l o n  ~ r r d  
a r e - r ~ l t ~ n g  s h o ~ t a g e  of fifty per cent of her cereal, potrloea 
and the l ~ h e  lo s l y  nothmg of the shortage of o ~ h r ~  loorl , 
w h ~ r h  1 ~ 1 1 1  be discussed by MI Martens In f o r t hcom~r~g  ~..uts 
of  T H E  B I P T H  CONTROL REVIEW Europe, a cco rd~ng  to 1111, 

au thor~ty ,  has  on the Iverage enough food to last unhl  l eb 

ruary, after  whlch the aged and  t he  young will begin t o  d ~ e  
of starvation by the rn~l l lous '  

HE WORLD FACES ~ t s  greatest c r l s ~ s  It approaches the 
greatest d~ras te r  of al l  .me And even before the a r rwal  

of th lt disast-I, chlldren are  bemg worked to death In A m e n  
c In fac tor~es ,  they a r e  bemg starved In countless numbers In 
Europe 

Hunger has not yet g r ~ p p e d  the U n ~ t e d  States 7s a natlon, 
but  we a r e  no longer a ndtlon to ouraelvea We must feed 
Europe and Europe's hunger IS bound to reflect 11-elf upon 
us Alre idy  we have felt the first nlp of deprrvltloo In h ~ g h  
p r ~ c e s  and the scarcity of a number of food products And 
1s Luroye s condltmn gets worse so too w ~ l l  oura brow wor-e 

W h l t  shall we women, as crtlzens of the nttlotis, r l ~ d  of 
the world do  In thls cr1s1s7 Shall  we contlnue to b r ~ l ~ g  ~ 1 1 1 1  

dren Into a world that does not, seemingly c m n o t  p rov~de  lood 
for  them7 Shall  we contlnue to b u d d  up  popula t~ons  to die 
111 war, of pl igue, and hunger? 

We do not ~nv l t e  guests to our homes ~f t l ~ e  p in l rv  i n d  
purse are empty? Shal l  we brmg chrldren Into 7 n o ~ l d  t h t t  
IS  bankrupt and s t i rv lng?  All of our mother Instincts 111 
of our humane feelings, al l  of our common seliae nlu t cry 
out ag i rw t  such a course There a re  too mlny  c h l l d ~ e n  In 
the uor ld  nou I h e y  are  bemg broken In f ~ c t o r ~ e ,  ,111d 
t h ~ y  I re  d y ~ n g  of hunger More of them Ire to d l e - ~ n ~ l l ~ o ~ ~ s  
more, say those who are best ~ n f o r m e d  as to the r e d  s ~ t u  ltlon 

H E  GOVERNMENTS HAVE been short s~gh t ed  In de I I I I I ~  
wlth t h ~ s  problem, ~ n d  t h e ~ r  measures hrve  been ptt1111IIy 

lnxlequ Ite Thev h lve f #]led It 15 t m e  for  the uolrrrn of 
llie world-for e l c l~  ~ n d ~ v ~ d u  11 womm to rccept hcr 4, trr of 
I p r l l e n  In ~ h r c  Irour o l  criyrs n,rl p ~ r d  r i o~ r i r~ i  n10r1e 

I o r  I i or11 Th r i  can snm 11 111 rc/rrs~ng /or  f iur  I ,  nrs 
I r a c h l l  i n  1 I And /h ,  re 1s no o&r too, 

Tor the next fi\e y e v a  no wornw who unde r s t~nds  tltr pres 
ent s~ tu i t l on  choul(l I)eir I rhrld Not only 4ior1ld -Irr l e  
f11.e lo brlng another l ~ u m ~ t i  I w n g  I I I I ~  a i t l rv lng  111,I (11 ,  
o~rlcred world b u ~  she ~Iioul(l  .re lo ~t t l ~ i t  .lie enl1,lltr115 
I- mrn1 of her qlcters as po.q~ble 7s to t h c ~ r  dnt~e ,  u~ l< l r r  
llir eYI4lng c ~ ~ c u m ~ t r n c e s  T I, 11 noln in  ulio I ,  r rv l le  lo llte 
t lue ~ 1 t u i 1 1 o 1 1  rhould mlhe I t  her i11.t t a 4  to encourtgP qnd 
to as.1 I her  <I-tera In i v o ~ d ~ ~ ~ g  chlld b e ~ r m g  u o t ~ l  the world 
has had a n  oppo r tun~ ty  to readjust itself 
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Child Labor 
HILD LABOR IS A MOST GRIEVOUS blot upon c ~ v h  

zat~on Those who have looked carefully Into the prob 
lem know that ~t 1s one of the cruelest of all modern sacral 
evds and that when the full accountmg is made, one of the 
most far reachmg m its bhghting effects 

For many years varlous agencles have fought hard to 
awaken the people of the Unlted States to the evds and the 
perds of permlttmg chlldren to work then lwes away In 
mllls, factor~es and the streets Chlef among these agencles 
today 1s the Nat~onal Chdd Labor Committee, wh~ch wrth 
heroic persistence and unflaggmg f a~ th  has sought to abohsh 
thls curse Thls powerful group, always on guard, unceasing 

m ~ t s  aggressive efforts, command~ng a great followmg, has 
been leadmg t h ~ s  battle for human~ty slnce 19M Desp~te a s  
utmo-t efforts, however, there are m the Un~ted States today, 
accordmg to 1s own author~tatwe estimate, between 2,000,000 
and 2,500,000 child workers, whose lwes are bemg spent un 
profitably, wastefully, cruelly, upon mdustry And these 
mllhons represent just so many chddren deprwed of t he~ r  
rlght to grow and develop, just so much racial energy taken 
from future generations And many of them are to become 
the mentally, physically and sp~ritually mcompetent parents 
of weakhngs, who w11I carry on the impover~shed fam~ly 
strains for many generations 

T IS HIGH TIME that everyone 1x1 the Un~ted States awak I ened to the danger and the d~sgrace of the sltuatlon It 
1s also tlme that those who have strlven so nobly to apply 
remedies should ask themselves very ser~ously why then 
efforts have not succeeded 

The truth a that chdd labor can never be w~ped out by 
leglslat~on The roots of thls evil weed str~ke deeper than 
statutes They spring from the d~sregard of natural and splr 
~ tua l  l a w s ~ h e y  draw their sustenance from overpopula 
t ~ o n  

Where there 1s but M e  overpopulat~on IU a class, a reglon 
or a country, there 1s but l~t t le  chrld labor If there were 
no overpopula~on at all, there would be no ch~ldren to toll 
Wh~le there 1s surplus populat~on, under the present soc~al 
and mdustrlal order, there w~ l l  be chdd labor The results 
of the efforts of the Chlld Labor Commlttee are ample and 
b~tter proof of thls sorry truth Overpopulated homes and 
overpopulated cornmunltles always produce ch~ ld  labor m 
some form or other As long as homes are crowded beyond 
the sustamu~g poner of the father's wages, chlldren all1 go 
to work 

The Nat~onal Ch~ld Labor Commlttee 1s attamng gradu 
ally such results as may be expected from leglslat~on It has 
not been content w~th  seeklng laws prohlb~tlng or penalmng 
the employment of chlldren It has gone further and se 
cured the enactment of compulsory educatron statutes But 
even thrs has not abolished the e v ~ l  

UT THERE IS A WAY to abol~sh chdd labor P~cture 
the results that would have been attamed ~ f ,  when the 

Natlonal Chlld Labor Comm~ttee began its actlvltles fifteen 
years ago, ~t had ~ncluded In ~ t s  campalgn the freeing of 
mothers from the bondage of unwelcome child bearing? Sup 
pose there had been establ~shed In those sectrons where the 
bhght of chdd labor was heav~est, cl~nlcs in whlch parents 
who deslred to hmit then fam~lles could receive sc~ent~fic m 
formation concerning contraceptwes? There would have been 
born In these fifteen years only such ch~ldren as the parents 
could care for-such as could be supported by the earnmgs 
of the father Mothers would have refused to brmg chdd 
slaves Into Lemg The problem of chdd labor would have 
been solved And t h ~ s  1s the only way m wh~ch ~t ever 
wdl be solved 

In Memory of Jess~e Ashley 
OR ONE YEAR THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW has car 

ned among the names of ~ t s  ed~tors that of less~e Ashley 
Thls was the pubhcatron's test~monlal "In recogn~tlon of a 
v~tal  spmt that still anlmates t h ~ s  magazme," and a symbol of 
the memory wh~ch readers and ed~tors have of the unselfish 
work and fine comradesh~p of a great and vallant soul 

Must Have Buth Control 
So long as unllmlted multlpllcat~on goes on, no soclal 

organuatlon whlch has ever been devlsed or is hkely to be 
devised, no fiddle faddlmg w~th  the d~strlbut~on of wealth, 
w~ l l  del~ver soclety from the tendency to be destroyed by the 
reproduction w ~ t h ~ n  ~tself, in ~ t s  Intensest form of that strug 
gle for exls+ence the l~mitation of wh~ch 1s the object of - 
society -Hexley 
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The Coming Crash 
The F m t  of a Serzes of Interulews wzth R C Martens, an Author~y Upon the World Food Sztwlwn 

W ITHIN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS m~l l~ons  of human 
bemgs, mostly Europeans, wll starve to death Food 

to meet the needs of the Earths' populatlon IS lackmg and 
cannot be produced In tlme to avold the great crash-the 
crash whlch wlll, as ~ t s  chlef ~nc~dent, cost uncounted md 
hons of llves, and brlng In the tram of that d~saster no one 
knows what governmental and soc~al changes 

These are the pred~ct~ons of one of the few men ~n Amerlca 
who can speak wwlth unquest~oned author~ty upon the world 
food srtuatlon They are based upon figures carefully col 
lected from all corners of the globe through officlal and com 
merclal channels Mr R C Martens who, after many years 
of practical study of food questions, puts forth these opm 
Ions, was untd qulte recently the head of R C Martens & 
Company Thls organlzatlon conducts an mternat~onal bus1 
ness upon a scale seldom attempted by one commerc~al or 
gan~zat~on Its actlv~t~es Include bankmg, ~mportmg, export 
mg, engmeenng, and construct~on It has forty exght branches 
and subs~d~arles, coverlng every c~vllued country m the North 
ern Hem~sphere and the Far East, ~n add~tlon to Afrlca One 
of the prlme movers In thls globe clrcllng enterprise was 
the late Lord Rhondda, food controller of Great Brrtaln It 
IS doubtful rf any one government m the world has had so 
thorough or well dlgested a volume of mformation concern 
mg world food suppl~es as t h ~ s  commerc~al concern 

N CONSIDERING WHAT MR MARTENS has to say ~n I thu  and forthcommg lntervlews, it IS well for the reader 
to remember that he LS not a radical m the ordmary sense 
of the ter& nor IS he an advocate of B~r th  Control, as under 
stood by the ed~tors and readers of THE BIRTH CONTROL 

REVIEW He IS a busmess man who, as a busmess necessity, 

has made a careful study of world cond~t~ons Thls study 
has glven h ~ m  a forward looklng vlewpomt, based upon facts 
as he has learned them through t h ~ s  far flung organlzatlon, 
not upon preconce~ved convxctlons, nor upon wntlment 

The first lntervlew covers brlefly and snuply a smgle phase 
of the food sltuatlon as ~t appl~es prlmar~ly to Europe Others 
wlll go more Into detall, explam the slgn~ficance of the sltua 
tlon to other parts of the world, and, finally, to Amerlca 
In particular 

EFORE THE GREAT WAR" sald Mr Martens, "two 
or three per cent of the food of Europe came from 

North and South Amerlca and from Australla For twenty 
per cent or thlrty per cent, accordmg to the needs of varlous 
countr es, Europe relled upon Russra 

"Russla broke down econom~cally, but condlt~ons were not 
then nearly so bad m Russla as they are throughout Europe 
today There was a food shortage m Europe, even before 
the war, but the w1:hdrawal of great percentages of the male 

populatlon from productwe work Into destruc~ve occupations 
has vastly Increased that shortage 

"Thls was an mdustrlal war When the man power was 
mustered for war purposes, ~t was drawn mostly from the 
ranks of agr~cultural workers The natlons could not afford 
to draw too heav~ly from them mdustr~es Thls was the first 
factor m mcreasmg the food shortage 

"The second factor had to do wlth the sod ~tself Outs~de 
of Russla, the sod of Europe had been worked lntenslvely 
for many centuries Hence, ~t requ~red each year a greater 
feedlng wlth artificial fert~l~zer Durmg the war, t h ~ s  fer 
tlllzer could not be lmported Therefore, the sod was rap 
ldly exhausted and the crops have been accord~ngly smaller 

HEN CAME THE ARMISTICE, labor unrest, and the feel 
mg of relaxat~on after five years of temble s t m  Less 

productwe work was done than ever before 
"Next, Nature herself stepped m and gave us one of the 

worst growmg and harvestmg years that Europe could have 
All these factors, plled one upon another, gave Europe aggre 
gate crops that fell d~sastrously below the necessary supply, 
hut the end ~s not yet 

"The sltuatlon was rendered st111 worse by broken down 
transportat~on-a condltlon qulte general throughout Europe 
-wh~ch prevented the removlng of crops from the made 
quate storage of rural communltles Into the warehouses of the 
cltles and towns The result was that the nlght frosts, preva 
lent m Europe, dld great damage 

"As a result of all thls, Europe's supply of cereals, pota 
toes and the l ~ k e  IS fifty per cent below normal Mllk, eggs, 
fats and meats we wtll consrder at another tlme, but for the 
present let ~t be kept clearly In mmd that Europe's supply of 
cereals and potatoes IS only fifty per cent of what ~t usu 
ally IS 

"In brzef, rhe sztuatzon zs just thzs Europe LS short five 
bzllzon bushels of cereals and potatoes 

"There zs avazlable zn the word only one bzllzon bushels 
of these supplies for export--about one fifth of what Europe 
alone needs 

EFORE THE WAR, European countrm Imported 500, 
'IB nmpm bushels of cereals, potatoes, etc. ma~nly from 
Russla At that tlme a bushel of cereal cost, upon the ave 
rage, $1 00, or four shlll~ngs of Engllsh money and five 
francs ~n the currency of France Today, the cost of a bushel 
of the same foodstuffs 1s fifteen or slxteen shdlmgs, accord 
Ing to today's rate of exchange, and the rate of exchange IS 

dropplng dally, therefore proportionately stdl further m 
creaslng the prlce to the consumer and from thlrty to th~r ty  
five francs' And they need ten tlmes as much of thls Imported 
food as formerly 
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"Even assuming that the food were available, which ~t 1s 
not, and that Europe has the money to pay for ~ t ,  whlch lt 
has not, ~t would be utterly lmposslble to ship and dlstrlbute 
t h ~ s  amount of food to those who need ~t The transporta 
tion of Europe before the war was constructed to distribute 
commodities wlthin each of the emplres About elghty per 
cent of the distrlbutlon was withln the boundaries of a given 
country, on'! about twenty per cent passed to and from Le 
yond the border Today the sltuatlon IS almost exactly re 
versed-elghty per cent of the d~stributlon would have to flow 
across boundary lines, by transportation means orlgmally 
capable of carrylng but twenty per cent And half of those 
means of tralsportatlon are now broken down 

ITH SUCH A SITUATIOh PREVAILING, Europeans 
must die by the milhons of starvation and d l u a r s  

due to hunger The  very old and the very young will be 
the first vlctims, and more of them will dle than of the vlgor 
ous adults The anlmal nature comes out when the stomach 
IS empty, and the weak pensh It is bad enough for the old 
to dle of hunger, hut the world catastrophe comes when the 
young dle Upon the young we have put the burden of 
straghtenmg out the mess we have made of thlngs Upon 
them rests the task of brmgmg order out of the unimaginable 
chao. whlch we have created But the chlldren of Europe 
will starve-by the milhons Those who do not dle wlll be 
left with impaired vltallty-they wlll be weak physically and 

mentally And to such as these we will leave the Herculean 
task of remaklng the world 

0 LESSEN THIS DISASTER wlll requlre all the organ ''T l u d  s x ~ a l  energies uf humanlty It is not a task 
for merchan*~, shippers, bankers and ~ndfistrlallsts It is a 
work for governments and for soclety as a whole The work 
should be so organlzed that help would go prlmarlly to chll 
dren The chlldren must be cared for or the world wlll be 
raclally impsverished for many generations And it must 
be done now-next year wlll he worse than the present one, 
and the next w ~ l l  be worse stdl, because lower vltality and 
eventual shortage of seeds accentuates the shortag~ year by 
year, thereiore actlon must be taken at once, unless actlon 
1s taken at once 

"As the sltuatlon becomes harder, ~t wlll Intensify with 
unbelievable rapidlty About half of Europe's populaton, 
outside of Russla, 1s urban The rural population has first 
call upon food, and wlll be well fed when the other half 
begms to starve But the other half wlll rush to the country 
like a plague of locusts History wlll repeat itself-the rush 
wlll come, a ~ d  the hunger maddened hordes from the cltles 
wlll destroy more than they selze and use 

"Europe's food supplles wdl last, upon the average, untll 
February After that, the crash may come upon any day, 
at any moment And ~t will be the Great Crash-the greatest 
dlsaster that humanity has yet experlenced" 

The Campaign Against Child Labor 
B y  Owen R Loveloy 

General Secretary. Natzonal Chzld Labor Commzttee 

HEALTHY, HAPPY, NORMAL CHILDHOOD IS the A rlghtful heritage of every child Falth In the ~ustlce 
of thls principle, coupled with bellef that the premature en 
trance of chlldren into industry lnev~tably precludes normal 
chlldhood, has been the basis for the long, unceasing fight 
ahlch has been waged agamst chlld labor m the United 
States 

The complete elimination of chdd labor as a factor m 
industry 1s a standard whlch hds now come to be demanded 
m all programs, nattonal and international, for ii~dustrlal 
and soclal reconstruction Natlons and states, as well as m 
dustry Itself, recognize the economlc waste of chlld labor 
But, more than that there is a growing consciousness that 
the c b ~ l d  hlmself-not the needs of industry-must be the 
foremost conslderatlon m iixlng standards for the chdd s pro 
tectlon This new consciousness IS due in part to the flood 
of new Ideals whah  have come In the war's wage, and m 
part ~t 1s due to an awakened realizat~on that through the 
natlon's chlldren, and only through the chlldren, can democ 
racy be made real But there remains the task of brlngmg 
about the practical application of these ideals 

N 1904 THE NATIONAL CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE 
organlzed by a group of social w o k e  with Samuel 

McCune Lindsay as ~ t s  ,general secretary The ob~ects for 
which ~t was organxed were summarlzed by Dr Lindsay "It 
deslres, wherever ~ t s  co operation IS requested, to lnvestlgate 
the condltlons under whlch chlldren are engaged in gainful 
occupations In all parts of the country We wlsh to know 
how far  such occupation Interferes with the obtalnmg of a 
modlcum of education on the part of every child in the com 
munlty We want to know how far such occupations prevent 
the physlcal development of the child and how far they are 
llkely to stunt the groath or impoverish the efficiency of the 
future workmen of the republic, we wlsh to help create a 
healthy public sentiment In favor of givmg each child the best 
possible chance to make the most of ~ t s  llfe " 

These objects became crystalhzed into speclfic determina 
tlon to secure better laws for the protection of chlldren in 
mdustry Investigation and study very qulckly revealed 
shocklng conditions surrounding chlldhood throughout the 
country In southern cotton mllls llttle children were work 
ing without protectlon of law for long hours, day and nlght 
In the coal mmes of Pennsylvania, in the glass factorles of 
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West Vlrglnra, m the Gulf and Atlantlc Coast canneries, boys 
and girls were exchanging thelr youth and vlgor, then play 
tlme thelr opportunity for educatlon and for health and nor 
ma1 development, for the dally, deadly monotony of factory, 
mlll, cannery and mlne It was obvlous that a publlc opln 
Ion, Informed of these condltlons, would not long tolerate 
them The first problem, then, was to a r o u ~ e  publrc oplnron 
and enllst ~t In support of leglslat~on In the varlous states 
looking toward the ellmmatlon of thls evll-leglslatlon that 
would keep chlldren out of galnful occupatlons and In school 
durlng the early years of the11 llves I t  was recognized that 
to secure to all chlldren a normal chddhood the firat step 
must be to release them from employment and provlde them 
wlth proper schoolmg From the first, ~t was apparent that 
merely prohlbltory measures agalnst chlld labor fell short 
of accompl~shlng theu object unless they were accompanied 
by thetr corollary, compulsory school attendance laws 

FFORTS IN T H F  VARIOUS STATES resulted m the 
enactment of child labor and compulsory attendance 

laws, and improvement of these laws, from year to year, until, 
m 1919, every state m the unlon has upon ~ t s  statute books 
some kind of chlld labor regulatlon These range from a 
slxteen year Itmit in Montana for employment In any gainful 
occupation, to a fourteen year hmlt In New Mexlco for em 
ployment In mlnea only, and no limltatlon whatever In other 
occupatlons I n  the same way, each state now provldes some 
form of compuLory school attendance, yet hllss~sslppi leaves 
the matter of school attendance at the optlon of the vari 
ous districts, and V ~ r g m a  requlres attendance only to the 
age of twelve, slxteen weeks each year for llllterate chtldren, 
whde, on the other hand, Oregon requres school attendance 
to the age of elghteen for unemployed chlldren (fifteen years 
for chlldren regularly employed) 

Because of thls great dwergence of the standards accepted 
by the several states as adequate for the protection of chll 
dren wlthln the state, and because, too, of the dl6culty of 
creatlng the necessary state machmery for proper enforce 
ment of these laws, ~t became apparent to those who had 
undertaken this work that a federal law was needed to equal 
Ize and standardize child labor regulation throughout the 
country 

The passage of a federal chrld labor law In 1916 marked 
the first success In the fight to secure recognltlon of the chlld 
labor problem as a national problem Thls law established 
a fourteen year age hmlt for work m mills, factorles, can 
nenes and rnanufacturmg establ~shments, and prohlblted em 
ployment of chddren under sixteen years m mlnes or quar 
rles, or for more than e ~ g h t  hours a day, or m nlght work 
It was passed as an Interstate commerce provlslon, and pro 
hlblted the sh~pment In Interstate commerce of the product 
of child labor The law went Into effect in September, 1917, 
and SIX months later a declslon of the Supreme Court declared 
it  nnconst~tutlonal Comlng m the early months of our par 
tlclpation In the war, wlth the demand for labor vastly ~n 
creased and state v~gllance relaxed, the effect of thts decl 
slon was incalculable At the very tlme when the need for 

conservation of our potentla1 man power was most pressing, 

the flood gates were down, school systems were demoralized 
through shortage of teachers and relaxation of school laws, 
and children were encouraged to leave school and sacrifice 
them future usefulness to the ~mmedlate needs of tndustrial 
production In states whose chlld labor regulatton was made 
quate, great numbers of chddren were drdwn back Into the 
mills and factorles from whlch the federal law had released 
them SIX months earher 

ESPITE THE STRESS OF WAR, however, the Natlonal 
Chlld Labor Committee strained every effort to "hold 

the Ilnes" A new federal law was prepared and passed as 
a part of the Revenue Act of 1918 Thls law, uhde  mam 
tamlug the same age and hour llmltatlons as the law of 1916, 
discards the Interstate commerce basls, and is based, ~nstead, 
upon the taxlng power of Congress It places a ten per cent 
tax upon the employment of chlldren under the specified ages 
or m prohlb~ted hours Virtually, lts effect is proh~bltlve- 
~t 1s frankly an effort to tax out of existence an evd whlch 
~t may not, under the constitution, directly abollsh Thls law 
1s belng enforced now In a11 sectiona of the country, 1~1th 
the evceptlon of the western jud clal dl:trlct of North Caro 
Iina, where a federal judge ha= ]>sued an lnjunctlon agwnst 
its enforcement An appedl 1s now pend~ng before the Su 
preme Court 

With the comlng of pe-ce there has come a deepened real 
nation of the >~gnlficance of the uar's lessons The dlscolery, 
through the drafttng of the nation's young manhood, that 
29 per cent of the men be~ueen the ages of 21 and 31 In 
the first dr-ft were phyrlcnlly unfit for servlce, w ~ s  a shock 
to the natlon %Je had been s)stematlcdy destroying nen ly  
one thlrd of our potential manhood T h ~ t  there ua. a d~rect  
relation between premqture llbor and thl, phy-.cd d ~ - i b ~ l l t y  
a a s  illustrated by the fact that IU the gre7t lndu~trial state 
of Pennsylvania, where for y e m  chlld labor laas  hwl been 
mddequate and the percentlge of chlld labor had been h~gh ,  
55 per cent of the men exammed m the first draft were r e  
jected as physmally unfit 

Again, the call to war servlce revealed a percentlge of 
llllteracy which waa appalling Of approxnnately one and 
a half mll l~on men exammed In the draft, over three hun 
dred thousand were unable to read or wrlte, a great number 
of these were nattve born men So we found that we had 
been provldlng netther physlcal nor educat~oual opportun~ty 
for a large portlon of our people It was an mdlctment 
agamst our democr~cy-hut ~t was also the means of brlng 
Ing about frank recognition of thls fallure, and a determlna 
tlon to bulld for the future 

N THE YEAR THAT HAS ELAPSED smce the slgnlng of 
the armlstse, this redlmtion has been cryntallmd m the 

passage of much forward looklng chdd welfare leglslatlon 
In leglalat~ve sesslons of 1919, twenty states strengthened 
thelr chdd labor regulatlon Attention was focused by state 
legislatures, too, upon matters of educatlon, and compulsory 

(Contmued on page 19) 
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The Child Slave and the Law 
A FTER ALL THE YEARS OF AGITATION agamst the 

enslavement of children, after all the legulattve battles 
waged to prohtbtt chtld labor, the Federal Government now 
deals w t h  the problem not as a prohlbttor, but as a partner m 
the cnme. 

The closest parallel to the government's attttude toward 
child labor IS found just outslde the pale of ctv~llzed law 
it IE the method by whtch many cttles deal w th  prostltutlon 
It m sttll the fashton m Amerlcan muntclpallttes to regard 
the sale of women's bo l e s  as a "necessary evd " Except 
d e n  reformers are busy m these ctt~es, most of them permtt 
thlB unlawful tralTtc, but levy pertodtc fines, whlch amount 
to a tax, HI& the understandtng that the operators of houses 
of prostttutton wtll not be molested, as long as tha  fine tax 
m p a d  The busmess remams unlawful, however In the 
case of chdd labor, however, the busmess of convertmg 
&l&h strength, health, and playtune, and the ractal vlgor 
of commg generattons Into prlvate profits has the stamp of 
government approval The government not only permlts the 
tr&c m chtldren to remam lawful, but ~t partlclpates m 
the crune to the extent of talung ten per cent of the net profits 
of the employer Note the conslderatton for the employer 
The government does not take ten per cent of the gross re 
cetpts, nor even ten per cent of the gross profits, but merely 
ten per cent of the net profita 

INCE THE SUPREME COURT of the Unlted States de 
dared the so<alled "Chdd Labor'' bdl unconstttuttonal. 

the child workers have not attained to the d~gnity of a spe 
ctal act The present law 1s part of a measure "to provlde 
revenue and for other purposes" Chtld hves are lumped to 
gether w t h  taxable arttcles of commerce' 

The meat of the present law a contamed m thls para 
5 a p h  

Sec 1200 That every person (other than a bona fide boys' or guls' 
canrung club recogn~zed by the Agricultural Department of a State 
and of the Unlted States) operatang (a) any mme or quarry suuated 
m the U m t d  States m whzch ehddren under the age of slxteen years 
have been employed or pemutted to work durlng any portlon of the 
taxable year, or (b)  any mill cannery workshop, factory, or manu 
factunng establrshment srtuated In the Unlted States tn whlch chd 
dren under the age of fourteen years have been employed or pemutted 
to work. or children between the ages of fourteen and slxteen have 
been employed or pernutted to work more than eight hours m any 
day or more than su days tn any week, or after the hour of seven 
ocloek post mend~an,  or before the hour of SIX o'clock ante merzdlan, 
durtng any portlon of the taxable year, shall pay for each taxable 
year In add~tlon to all other taxes lmposed by law, an exc~se tax 
equwalent to ten per centum of the entare net profits recelved or 
accrued for such year from the sale or d~sposltlon of the product of 
such rmne, quarry dl, cannery, workshop, factory, or manufactur 
mg establrahment 

That paragraph IS worth studymg The sublect dealt wlth, 
mmd you, IS the ltves of children-the welfare and the hap 
p m w  of helpless human betngs, drtven Into factortes to give 
up them playtime, thetr health, them very ltves upon the altar 
d a meedv commercial~sm And the best protectton that 

the golernment of the Unlted States can oEer them IS a tax 
of ten per cent upon the net profits of the plant tn whlch they 
are employed 

HIS, CALLOUS, UNFEELING, bltnd, and barbarous as 

it IS, mtght be worth whde ~f the tax measure reached a 
constderable percentage of chtldren employed But tt does 
not Raymond G Fuller, managtng edltor of The Amerman 
Chzld, tn an arttcle tn The Revww of Reuzws, June, 1919, 
summed up the sttuatton thus 

The Federal law applies only to occupations m wblch are found but 
fifteen per cent of the chdd laborers of Amenca It affords no pro 
tectlon for the Infant hawkers of news and chewmg gum on our mty 
streets, none for the truck garden conscripts of Pennsylvanta, New 
Jersey, Ohlo Colorado, and Maryland none for the sweatmg cotton 
ptckers of Mlsesslpp~, Oklahoma and Texas none for the palhd 
cash and bundle gwls In our department stores, none for the 90000 
domestlc servants under nxteen years of age who do the m e n d  
drudgery In our Amerzcan homes-none for any of these none for 
many others One of the most unfortunate features of luvende em 
ployment on farms and on the streets IS ~ t s  merference wuh who01 
work 

One would thlnk that those so consumed wth  greed as to 
be wtllmg to com ch~ldren's lives mto dollars would be glad 
enough to let the matte- stand as tt now does Far from tt 
A Southern judge has declared even thts act unconst~tut~onal. 
and before hts artlcle appeared in prmt, the supreme court 
of the Unlted States wlll probably have passed upon the con 
stltutlonaltty of the law The chlld slaves may be de~rlved 
of even thts left handed protection 

So far as the Federal Government IS concerned, thls action 
of a revenue law IS the only frult of long years of strlvlng 
tdealtsm upon the part of the Nattonal Child Labor Commtt 
tee and stmllar organuatlons throughout the Umted States 
It IS society's reply to these altrutstlc agenctes and to the 
mothers who brtng the chlld slaves Into the world 

The sttuatlon, m sptte of all that earnest men and women 
have done to eradicate ~ t ,  st111 stands forth a spectacle of 
callous governrnenal mdifference and a cold blooded soctal 
horror l t  puts once more to mothers of workers the questlon 

"Why brmg chtldren mto a world that has nothmg better 
to offer than this?" 

Cldd Labor Day 
The Nattonal Chtld Labor Committee has designated Sun 

day, January 25th, as "Chlld Labor Day" for churches, Janu 
ary 24th, for observance ~n synagogues, and January 26th 
for obserlance tn schools and clubs The committee, whose 
offices are at 105 East Twenty second Street, New York, IS 

asktng the co operatton of all reltgtous, soma1 and CIVIC bodles 
In maklng the observance of the day widespread tn the Untted 
States Literature contamng tnformatlon concermng the 
movement to wtpe out child labor and suggestions for Chtld 
Labor Day programs may be had upon appllcatlon to the 

- 0.- -, comnuttee 



Whv Bear Children for This? 
J 

T HE FOLLY OF BRINGING CHILDREN Into a world 
that offers them only killmg toll m the days when the) 

should be plavmg, learnmg and growrng atronger for the 
normal dutles cf Me, 1s brought home w ~ t h  ~rrea~atrble power 
when orre consders the physlcal and mental effects of chdd 
labor upon the first v~ctnn-the child melt 

Facts concernmg the physical unfitness of Amencan man 
hood, rebealed by army and naty  examination> under the 
Draft Act, show the b~ t t e r  f ru~ t s  of c h ~ l d  labor Inc~d-ntall\ 
they challenge the attentton at a gobernment that thus tar 
has demed mothers B ~ r t h  Control mformat~on but has per 
rnitted the11 unwanled offsprmg to be forced mto a la \ t r \  

"The btates In wh~ch more than th~r ty  per cent of the 
drafted men were rejected for phva~cal reasons are Pellnr)l 
\anla, Conne~trcut, Vermont, Ma~ne,  New Hampahue, Webt 
Vi~gmia  \Iasalchu>etts, Delaware Rhode Island Kentuck\ 
Uew Jerseb Ne\ada, and Lou~s~ana," sa \s  Edward N Clop 
pel Ph D secretark for the Northern Stat- fol the Natlonal 
Chrld Labor Comm~ttee, In an a r t d e  in llre Child Lnbor 
Birlletirr, rcbruar\  18 "It 1s a rather s t r ~ h ~ n g  fact that the 
manufa~turmg State, of New England and the East are tho-e 
whlch ha\e made the worst phys l~a l  showmg In the exam 
matlons " 

Why d ~ d  they make such a showmg? 
Raymond G Fuller, managlng ed~ to r  of The Amertcon 

Chrlrl puts h ~ s  finger upon the answer m the followmg para 

C h d d  l a b o r  knows n o  

l lml t  a n d  n o  mercy 
Fred ,  dged 3, sometimes 

ptcks 20 I ~ o u r ~ d s  of cotton 

a day-when he  IS a 

little o lder ,  h e  w ~ l l  be 

expected tu p ~ h  n ~ u c h  
m o r e  SIX y e a r  o ld  Joe 

pul ls  beets a l l  dd ) ,  a n d  

pulling beets t h t  slze o f  

the o n e  Joe h a s  111 111s 
hand  IS ha rd  enough work 

f o r  a boy three  t m e s  

Joe's a g e  

Phorogrnphc rep rodu t  ed 
6, tourtesv of Vat tonal  

Chlid Lnbor  Conmzt tee  



graphs, wh~ch are taken from h ~ s  pamphlet "Peace T ~ m e  
Patrlot~sm" 

"Twenty n n e  per cent of the men In the fir,t dralt were 
rejected by the local boards as phys~callv unfit 'Aearh all 
says Dr W~l la rd  S Small of the Un~ted StateI Bureau of 
Educat~on 'were phys~cally uneducated, man) uere p h \ a ~ a l  
~ l l~ te ra tes  ' They d ~ d  not know the A B C's of hellth and 
phys~cal fitness 

"In Pennsylvan~a the percentage of rejectlou an> lift\ fi\e 
MI John A Lapp, a noted publ~c~at ,  suggesta that t h ~ a  h ~ g h  
rate was due to Pennsjlvan~a'a not hav~ng had an adequlte 
chlld labor law for some twenty five years " 

If these men were not fit for the crude busme>> of k ~ l l  
Ing other men how fit uere they for the h~gher  actnl t~es  of 
hfe? What a ghastlv tale of phys~cal ~eakneaa malmlng 
and d~sease la wrapped up In that fifty five per cent of r e p  
tlons In Pennsylvan~a' 

OMMON SENSE AND SCIENTIFIC authorm agree that 
to deprne  a chdd of ~ t s  playtune IS, In ~ t x l f  a grame 

q u r y  to ~ t s  unfold~ng nature Psycholog~ca~l\,  the chrld 
who never plays falls to learn much that other ch~ldren learn 
Its nature 1s l~kely to lack spontanlety, o r ~ g ~ o a l ~ t t  and a 
healthy mental aggressiveness The boy or g ~ r l  uho goe. 
to work too early w ~ l l  In most cases be a machme-and a 

very poor machme at that It 1s otten repeated that a broken 
w11l 1s worse than a broken back, and one of the fird f ru~ t*  
of c h ~ l d  slavery IS broken wdls 

Broken w~l l s  reflect themselves In broken health and 
twlsted, warped mmds But there are more mmed~ate  con 
d~t lons wh~ch ev~dence themselves fr~ghtfull) In the phvs~cal 
and mental he~ngs of chdd workers There 1s a class of 
allments known as "occupat~onal drseases," and them num 
ber 1s too g e a t  for them to be set down here Types of 
these d~seases are metal and chem~cal po~sonmgs and forms 
of tuberculos~s ~nducrd by dust and fibre Of the forms of 
polsonrng from wh~ch workers suffer, those most f a m ~ l ~ a ~  
to  the popular mmd are from lead and phosphoru. Two 
slgn~ficant facts are now wldely known about theae, and slmz 
lar forms of ~llness mduced by mater~als used in manufac 
tures 

Flrst, these d~seases take tremendous toll even of health1 
adults, second, the system of the chdd 1s far less able to cam 
bat such attacks than 1s the slstem of the grown person And 
polsons of t h ~ s  nature are commonly encountered in thousands 
of ~ndustr~es  In wh~ch ch~ldren are employed 

The dust of the mmes and quarries, the 11nt of the cotton 
and s ~ l k  mdls, each take terr~ble  t r~bute  through tuberculos~. 
and other d~seases of the pulmonary tracts 

LORENCE I TAYLOR, In her pamphlet "Phys~cal Wel 
fare of Employed Children," publ~shed by the Nat~onal 

C h ~ l d  Labor Comm~ttee, has t h ~ s  to say about the cond~t~on. 
found In Maryland 

"'The d~seases ~ n c ~ d e n t  to chdd labor,' says one of the 
med~cal examiners formerly employed by the Board, 'are 
due ch~efly to the suscep t~b~l~ ty  of the undc\eloped c h ~ l d  

uhoae phya~ral s t a m m ~  15 ~ e a h  and who-e power of realst 
ance much lea. than that of the mature adult Out of about 
1,500 factor! ch~ldren o\er fourteet~ )elr. of dge e u n ~ m e t l  
111 Bdltlmore nearlv 100 d~-r,be. dnd defect- due to occupd 
t ~ o n  uele ~.ol ~ t e d  T h e ~ e  ch~ldren were emploved tn tuelbe 
I ~ I I I I  u t r e  Tuent\ e~ght  of the 100 ~ h ~ l d r e n  \\ere 
found to h ~ \ e  11111it1on or ~ n f l ~ ~ n m a t ~ o t ~  the req>mtor! 
pa-,age- due to lhe t n h d ~ t ~ o n  of du-1-~ollon, hatr and 
broon~ hhre I>elng the ch~ef uKendmg fac~or- lhe  moat 
sexere form of b ronch~d  Irrltatlon u is l u u ~ d  ~mong the 
bo\z emplo\ed In cotton II I I I I .  ~ n d  one u a e  of Lottun fibrod 
kqhth~s~a uac d~sovered  Llo)> emplo)ed at I\ I - I I I I I ~  copper or 
I I I  t111 or enamel uorhs suffered from dl-eaaei due to 'hem 
~ c a l  fumts and pol,ons, and one boy nho worhetl ne\t to men 
employed ~n soldermg shoued e\~dencea of solder polson 
whwh 1s dlmost aa acute aa l e d  polson ( h ~ l d r e n  who In 
haled fumea of 011 turpentme or benzme, a n ~ l ~ n e  stalns, etc , 
xere affected 1)) the ~ h e m ~ c a l  toxms and autlered from head 
iche, nausea, and gastrlc pdlna Ch~lclren emplo)ed In but 
ton lactnr~es uhere they ~nhaled the fumes of hot horn tissue, 

md ch~ldren makmg chocolate candv In cmd! factor~es 
shoued stgns of snmlar tox~c  polsonlng 

'A  large number of ch~ldren suffered from muscular stram, 
due to carrylng heavy loads These ch~ldren uere employed 
m o d \  In cloth~ng factor~es, box fartor~es, and canneries 

Two bo)s developed serlous heart d~sease from bemg cam 
pelled to run or walk long d~stances de lner~ng  messages 
for a messenger servlce compan) Yet the messenger servlce 
has long been defended as an occupation for ch~ldren because 
11 13 less confin~ng than work in a factory or store 

"'Another great class of occupat~onal defects of whtch the 
number 1s leg~on among these youthlul workers,' s a ~ d  the 
med~cal exammer, '1s the varlous forms of fa t~gue or occu 
pat~onal neuroses, where the long hours, the heavy stram of 
labor upon young undeveloped Ladles and nerles, espec~ally 
before the complet~on of pnber~y, and the nerve energy spent 
111 constant alertness ~ n c ~ d e n t  to the work~ng of machmes, some 
of them lntrlcate and dangerous, results In a d~sorgan~zat~on 
of the ner\ ous system ' " 

N "DISEASES OF OCCUPATION and Vocat~onal Hy 
giene" (Kober and Hanson), is shown how tuberculos~s 

takes hold on the c h ~ l d  who goes to work In mdustry On 
page 749 of the volume 1s a table showmg that among deaths 
of a11 persons engaged in mdustry, of agea rangmg from 
ten to fourteen, tuberculosis causes 4 per cent and pneu 
manla 8 per cent Of those from fifteen to nlneteen, many 
of whom must have been workmg before entermg t h ~ s  age 
perlad, tuberculos~s clams 27 per cent and pneumonia 7 
pe cent 

Strll more tragrcall\ rllumrnatrng are the figures from 
the same tahle applymg to women alone Tuberculos~s causes 
nearly 27 per cent of the deaths of g ~ r l s  who work In any 
~ndustry between the ages of 10 and 14 It clalms some of 
those who escape durmg t h ~ s  first per~od after they pass Into 
the fifteen nlneteen per~od, for then 31 per cent of all the 

(Contrnud on page 14) 
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Photo /ram h'artonnl Chrld Labor Comnt~rtee 
THESE BREAKEil BOYS ARE PUTTING THEIR PLAkTlME AND SCHOOLTIME INTO WORK THAT SHOULD BE DONE BY MEni 

OR MACHINES 

Large Families and the Steel Strike 
An lritervlew ~uith Joseph D Cannon, General Organzzer /or the Irrterrratronal Mzne, Mrll and Smelter R'orAers bmon 

T HE WAGE AMOhG S l E E L  WORKERS has not been 
sufficlent for a man to support hlmself and a famdy, 

even though he narks twehe, fourteen, or twent, four hour 
shlfts, seven shlfts 7 week, fifty two neeks a year-5undays, 
Chr~stmas Fourth of July, and ever) other day Thls re  
sults In keepmg a large percentage of the ateel workers unwed 

Those who do m a r n  manage, bv practlcmg s t r ~ c t  econom) 
and foregomg amusement, to get along falrly nell  untd the 
first chlld puts In ~ t s  appewance, Increwng the cost of pro 
v ld~ng  for the famlly, and requlrlng attentloll;, medlcal and 
otherwise, w h ~ r h  pde  up expenses To meet t h n  dua t lon  
the w ~ f e  takes m a b o d e r  or tho, addmg to her own labora 
the work of cookmg I\ 11hlng and c lean~ng for other men 

In another \ e v  or so, there I> anothel babv on the scene 
Thls means another Lodrder-or two--to meet the chmLmg 
expense So the problem reducea ltaelf to thls-no bab~ea, 
no boarders, r a n )  hab~es, many boarders, st111 multtplylng 
the problems of home llfe And w ~ t h  the lltter alternative 
many bables mews  neglected hable. ovelaolked mother. 
and, frequer1tl) a young nldower x ~ t h  a number of bables 
on hand, who requlre ?ttentwns that 9 man aorkmg twelve 

and often twenty four hours a dal cannot gl \e  That means 
dnother earl) second marriage, and the proces.lon of babies 
begms all over once more, whlch agam means more boarders, 
the second wlfe followmg In the footsteps of the fir-t 

Nearly every worhlng famllb In the steel town. runs a 
boardmg houae, thus enablmg the Unlted States Steel Cor 
poratlon to keep down the manufacturmg cost of steel a l th  
out,'hoxever, keepmg doun or leasenmg the coat of the fin 
141ecl product to the consumel 

Il\c THIS STRIKE, THE WObIEN are takmg an wtl\  e Inter 

est, norhmg as b e ~ t  thev can for 11s success Then  
po-ltlon bemg that they want a wage for the11 hu-band. sufi 
clent to mamtam then f a m ~ l ~ e a  n ~ t h o u t  bemg compelled to 
keep boarders-a wlge sufficlent to enable the b o d e l a  to 
m a r )  and keep f i m d ~ e s  of thelr 01\11 

What happens to ch~ldren born nlto boardmg house homes, 
where the mothers are compelled to cook aash  and clean 
for man, men IS lnd~cated by A w r \ e \  of Johnaton Pa a 
tvp~cal steel tcun, made by the Unlted State, Department 
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of Labor It a a s  found that more than filly per cent o/ such 
chrldren died before they r e a ~ h e d  thew first bzrthday 

When the s t r~ke  1s called and husbands, boarders and every 
body else IS out of worh, labor comes forward nobl) to maet 
the problem of supplvtng food for these famtltes There are 
2,000,000 people to be fed tn the steel strtke, and the response 
to the needs of the strtkers IS wonderful l h e  problem 1s 
huge, but tt IS betng met-tn a wa) 

From Woman's Standpoint 
By  Margaret Sanger 

ROM THE WOMAN'S STANDPOlNT the steel strtke, 
ltke all stnkes, IS a struggle w~thtn a struggle When 

the men qutt work to force h ~ g h e r  wage., ahorter hours, and 
better worktng condtttons the women must go through that 
battle w ~ t h  them But they go through tt tn lovaltv to thew 
husbands rather than In any wall foundeJ hope of matertally 
betterrng thetr own sttuattons Whether the men a m  or lose 
the contest wtth the employera, woman's battle to obtain 
necessttles and comforta for her chtldren and herself must 
go on ~ n c e a ~ t n g l y  

It wtll always be so w h ~ l e  she brtngs unllmtted famtl~es  
Into the world 

Labor's deepest problem today 1s not the result, prtmartly, 
of lack of organlzatlon nor of explottatton It 1s true that 
labor must organtze more closely, tt IS true that ~t suffers 
from explottatton, ~t IS true that the modern ~ n d u s t r ~ a l  sys 
tern 1s breaktng labor upon a merctless wheel But tt IS also 
true that the unwanted battaltons of babte:, sprtngtng from 
the wombs of workers' wlves, make all these hard condtttons 
posstble Wtthout these chtldren, who constttute the burdens 
and the real danger of the workers, the workers would be 
a compact body they could not be explo~ted, and the task of 
productng the world's necessltles and comforts would not- 
could not-be the cruel ordeal that tt 1s today 

AD THE WORKERS APPLIED the p r ~ n ~ ~ p l e  of llmtta 
tton, exempltfied m the11 labor organnatlons, 10 them 

familtes, they would bave long ago solved labor's problems 
and solved them In a way that would have made the earth a 
much happter place In wh~ch  to ltve Labor has won all 
that it has attatned through the prtnctple of Itmttat~on, but 
because tt has gone on brtngtng huge farntltes Into existence 

tt has produced tts own competitors, tts own strtke breakers, 
tts own chams W h ~ l e  ~t conttnues to produce these, ~t w ~ l l  
not be able to cope wtth organ~zed capltal-~t w ~ l l  not be able 
to brtng about any great permanent betterment of ~ t s  sttuatton 

So far as the woman 1s concerned, tf another baby arrtves 
every year or two, strtke vtctortes mean very ltttle advantage 
to her or her chtldren Rtstng prlces qutckly eat u p  the 
Increase of wages won by the husband, or tf be has a small 
margln left, he spends ~t outstde the home for hts own pleasure 
or comfort Thts 1s tnevttable under the present cond~ttons 

Tlred out Ly the monotonoua stratn of labor a human 
betng wdnts some place tn w h ~ r h  to relax and reat Home, 
to the breadwtnner, IS not s u ~ h  a pld( e There are too man) 
chtldren there-he can haxe netther qutet not the souety of 
h1s wtfe He, htmself, can escape-~nd he doea A strthe 
vtctory meana a ltttle somethtng to htm-parlt~uldrl) tf he 
ha> won shorter hours Then he c t n  h ~ x e  tlme to thtnh- 
~ n d ,  thtnhtng, wtll ulttmately solbe hts problem 

UT 1 HE, WOhlAN CAUllOr CXAI'E There are no 
shortel ,,our* for her She I -  on p'trcl, under uncea-tng 

:tram, twenlv four houra In the day k d ~ h  ddd~tlonal haby 
~ntenaifiej th l t  str ttn Whether the huablnd h7s bettered hti 
inc'tvtdual lot or not, there la never enough mdrgtn for the 
mother 0, a large blood to mahe ends meet She haa sttll 
to keep the best food for the wage eattter, In order that he  
mav conttnue to earn She sttll has to save the next best 
food for the chtldren l o  clothe the chtlclren, she mu-t sttll 
go without decent clothtng for herself 

She has no ttme to thtnk-she has no tlme to grapple 
wtth her own larger problems And as long as she Lon 
ttnues to brlng forth a chlld every yedr or so netther she 
nor her husband wtll solve thetr problema 

Let ~t be repedted-labor has b-en and sttll 1s short stghted 
Had 11, when tt began a generatton ?go to strlve toward 
a b o l ~ s h ~ n g  wage slavery, taken precautions agalnst a future 
crape of wage slwes, tts problem would now bave been 
solved and ~ t s  v~ctory secure Had labor made B ~ r t h  Con 
trol a consctous part of tts propaganda, had ~t llmtted 11s 
lmths as tt has strlven to ltmtt the numbers In tts organtza 
ttons, there would be no s t r~ke  breakers, no Idle mev], no 
women or ch~ldren at ktlltng toll, and the workman's home 
would be a home Indeed And labor w ~ l l  go on pretty much 
In tts prf-sent way untd tt learns thts lesson 

An Insplrlng Book 
WO\IL\ A \ n  ZOHID FEUFRITIOZ B) Flurenee Guertrn Turtle 
Puhl~shed by Ruhert H \lcHl~de & C u ,  New Yolh 

W H I S  ROOK IS strong forceful and t~ue  It 1s fine and fearless 
1 ln its general concept~on \Irs l u t t l e  undastands the world 

struggle and her understandmg 1s clvuded nerther by lsms nor 
part~sanqh~ps rhat a woman who has had no g a t  ~n the poht~cal 
pa~t~es  of the trmes chuuld brmg fo~th a lrook dlvmmated by a wsron 
su clear soundtng a note so tlue h ~ ~ n g s  1,f melf a great hope to 
humantty 

If lrLe a nlosdlc thr hook cuntatns elements whdl I n  themselves 
may not please the complete effect IS nevertheless n~agntficent Ihe  
natrve stlength of this hooh 1s ~o pule and su untrammeled that nu 
~ncldental flaw can drmrn~sh 18s grcrtness 

There ate parts of the hooL that are mualL becduse they are ~n 
rhvthmlc halmonv nnh the co=m~c urge of the futule The wsmn 8s 
greater than the con~lusruns and thjs IS the leal test of the spmtual 
s~gmficance of a volume t d ~ h  of US must. when all ,s sad form 
h ~ r  onn conclus~nns but o u ~  great debt to h l ~ s  Tuttle 1s that she has 
dune what one wrner ~n f i f ty  thousand can do-she teaches us how 
to see Wttness the ch-pters entrtled Industrial Demoeraq ' and 
Woman ~n Revolut~un" 

-M H S 
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A Matter of Life and Death 
By L L Pruette 

A ROOM IN A TENEMENT HOUSE m southwest Chmago 
A broken cham and a stool are placed, one on each slde 

of the rough table whlch occuples the center of the room A 
woman 1s seated In the chair, her head restlng on the table 
Her dress 1s nondescr~pt, her hair matted From time to tlme 
she 1s shaken by a hard sob that seems to rack her body In 
one corner three small chlldren are quarrel~ng among them 
selves As the curtam rlses the older g ~ r l  slaps the baby, a 
boy, who dodges and whlmpers to hlmself The woman does 
not move. In another corner on a plece of mattress hes a man 
sleepmg heavlly There occurs a commotion outside and 
two chlldren scamper In, shr~llmg, "Mommer, here's MISS 
Gordon, here's MISS Gordon, Mommer " A young woman, a 
settlement worker, enters She IS well but qu~etly dressed m a 
dark s u ~ t  and hat She carrles a handbag, wh~ch she lays on 
the table 

MISS GORDON Well, Mary, how are you and the chlldren? 
(She notlces the man In the corner) Oh' 

WOMAN (Does not rlse but s ~ t s  looklng at the g d  a llttle 
sheep~shly ) I guess-I guess-we're all r~ght ,  mlss, thank ye, 
mlss 

MISS GORDON You were domg so well when I was here 
last that I have not felt ~t necessary to come back any more 
However, as I was near here I thought I would stop a moment 
I d ~ d  not expxt to see you crylng (Sits) 

WOW Talnt nothln' miss, only Jake - 
MISS GORDON Your husband? (turns to look at sleeping 

man) 
WOMAN Yes'm-that's hlm, over there He come back 

rlght after you was here - 
MISS GORDON But you promised me you would not take 

him back. Oh, Mary 
WOMAN (hangs her head as ~f ashamed) You wouldn't un 

derstand-you am't never been marr~ed 
MISS GORDON And after we had gotten you that penslon- 

I told you lt would stop ~f you went to llvmg wlth your hus 
band agam 

WOMAN Yes'm, ~ t ' s  stopped 
MISS GORDON (considers, then seems to decide to make the 

best of ~ t )  Well, I'm sorry, but perhaps thlngs will be better 
m the end If Jake could get a good job and - 

WOMAN (eagerly) He's a g o d  to get a job, but seems llke 
~t's kmder hard rlght now for a man to place hlsself But he 
IS trym', mlss An' he don't drmk qutte so much An' I can 
work for a whde longer, anyway - 

MISS GORDON (she has been thoughtfully studymg the man 
lymg prone In the corner Hla heavy breathing 1s qulte no 
tlceable m the stillness) Then what IS troubling you so? You 
can work for a whlle longer-Oh, Mary, do you mean - 

WOMAN (catches her breath In a sob and nods slmply) 
The young settlement worker is pla~nly perturbed She pats 

the sleeve of the woman 

WOMAN I can't have another one, mlss, I just can't Wont 
you help me so as ~t won't come? Mis' Kaslosky has so- 
med~clne she's g o d  to glve me - 

MISS GORDON Not the "bmer apple," Mary' 
W O M ~ N  Yes'm, the bltter apple 
MISS GORDON But thls IS lerr~ble, Mary I can't let you do 

such a thmg The b~tter apple IS klllrng the women around 
here I have just sent the woman r~gh t  above you to the hoa 
pltal-she w ~ l l  probably never be well - 

WOMAN I don't care I'd sooner dle than have another 
baby It llkely won't hurt me none to take the medecme 
Anyhow, I won't have another one That's the way all ue 
women around here IS feelmg 

MISS GORDON But you w ~ l l  be comm~tt~ng a c r l m e y o u  
have no nght to stop that life that you hdve created It'r 
wrong, I tell you 

HE DOOR OPENS AND A GIRL nearly grown comes m 
She IS "made up" somewhat wddly, and her clothes 

seem to be trylng to achleve a style wh~ch m~ght  be called 
"ch~c " She starts to speak, but her mother fiercely motlons 
her to be d e n t  She puts the bottle on the table, and w~ th  a 
shrug, goes out The woman snatches up the bottle 

MISS CORDON What IS that? Give it to me' I cannot let 
you take ~t 

WOMAN ( s ~ t s  sullenly qu~et, holdmg the bottle t~ghtly) 
MISS GORDON Mary, don't you know that you wlll be corn 

mlttlng a crlme? It's wrong, I tell you, wrong1 

WOMAN I don't care I don't care 'Spose ~t am't wrong 
for me to have another baby, when I can't feed the ones I got- 
'spose ~t ain't wrong to have another one when my boy's m 
jall now on account of the no 'count gang he got In w~th  here 
In thls tough ne~ghborhood Spose ~t am't wrong to brlng 
another hfe here when I got five chlldren In the cemetery now 
An' my glrl's on the streets now, trying to get thmgs every gul  
wants that she can't get no other way Oh, Gawd, I am't car 
mg what's r~gh t  I am't g o d  to have another one' 

MISS GORDON (snatches at the bottle) Glve lt to me It 
mlght k ~ l l  yon 

WOMAN I don't care, I don't care (She holds the glrl off 
In a vlse ) You am? very strong, mlss, you know 

T H E  GIRL IS THOROUGHLY FRIGHTENED She runs 
to the man in the corner and tries to rouse him She 

shakes h ~ m  frant~cally and pleada "Jake, Jake, wake up 
Jake, your wlfe-oh, why won't you ever wake up'" Whde 
this IS golng on, the woman dehberately uncorks the bottle, 
qmells ~ t ,  then turns ~t to her hps and d r a m  ~t The gul 
turns just In tlme to see her and crles out "Mary, don't'" 
When she has reached her the woman IS defiantly replacmg 
the bottle on the table 

WOMAN YOU needn't try to wake h ~ m ,  mlss, he am't slept 
off his drunk yet 
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MISS GORDON But I must wake h ~ m  I can't leave you l ~ k e  
t h ~ s ,  and I must get a doctor (She plcks up the bottle A 
look of horror comes Into her eyes ) You took ~t a l l?  Oh, 
I must hurry (She rushes out, leavmg her bag on the table ) 

HE WOMAN HAS SEATED HERSELF at the table, her 
face toward the aud~ence She holds her head ul her 

hand. and stares steaddy mto space Once she turns to look 
at the three chddren quarreling In the corner, then she turns 
slowly for a long look at the man on the floor Her head 
smks slowly untll at last ~t falls on her arm, her hands 
clenched In front of her, her body sagged across the table 
The man m the corner moves w ~ t h  a grunt and an oath Once 
he r a m s  a red, bloated face to stare around the room, then 
drops back h e a d y  agam The baby comes across and pulls 
at the woman's dress After pullmg a few tmes  he goes 
back to the corner The door Ales open and MISS Gordon 
and the doctor enter 

MISS GORDON Oh, I'm SO glad I ran Into YOU (She runs 
to the mert figure on the table, then shrlnks back The doc 
tor bend, over In a b r~ef  exammatlon He shakes 111s head ) 
You mean-she's dead' (The doctor nods ) 

The three chddren have drawn near In curlos~ty, and sev 
era1 others are peep~ng In the door The older g ~ r l  slaps 
the babj, who has gotten In her way He dodges and whlm 
pers to hlmself MISS Gordon draws hlm lnto her arms The 
doctor places a handkerch~ef over the dead woman's face 
The man In the corner turns 1~1th a grunt He hfts h ~ s  
head and stares, lookmg dazedly at the group, then smks Into 
stupor agam 

CURTAIN 

W h y  Bear  Chrldren for Ths? 
(Contznoed from page 10) 

deaths of g ~ r l s  In mdustry are credlted to tuberculosis In 
the per~od from twenty to twenty four, many of those who 
have gotten through the firat two perlad> pay the penalty for 
t h e ~ r  enforced servitude durmg tenderer years, for then the 
death rate from tuberclos~s IS 39 8 per cent of the total num 
ber of deaths Nearly 41) per cent-two of every five deaths' 
Thls table tells all too well what becomes of factory c h ~ l  
dren 

The Federal government, m an ~nvest~gatlon some years 
smce, discovered that In the cotton mllls of the South the 
death rate among employed boys was twlce as h ~ g h  as that 
of boys who were not employed In cotton mrlls Moreover, 
the death rate among g ~ r l s  under nmeteen In cotton mdls 
was relat~vely hlgher than that of the boyst 

Nor IS t h ~ s  all Death brings a merc~ful release Its v c 
tun does not have to go through Me wlth dlmln~shed v~tallty, 
stunted b ra~n ,  suppressed mstmcts, wrecloed nerves, or a 
crooked spme There are no statlstlcs to tell the dead werght 
of h n g  human mlsery ~ r o u g h t  by chdd labor There IS no 
computation of the soc~al loss In rulned I~ves, parpetuatlng 
themselves and then mlserles for many generatlons 

D U T  THERE ARE SOME FIGURES from whrch we can 

no less because the vlctlm does not seem to suffer from any 
one of the dlseases recognized as deadly 

The Massachusetts Publlc Health Servlce found that the 
average fourtee I year old mlll boy was markedly below 
standard helght and welght S~xteen year old boya were 
found not to galn normally In helght over hfteen year old 
boys, and they decreased 2% pounds m average we~ght 

In Maryland, among boys hho had been employed at least 
SIX months, it was found that of 355, SIX had made no galn 
m we~ght, thlrty had lost 1 to 9% pounds, and 102 had faded 
to make normal galns 

Nor IS the t 'e yet complete In the mortal~ty table In 
"D~seases of Occupat~on and Vocat~onal Hyg~ene" heretofore 
referred to, ~t was shown that accrdents brmg about 42 per 
cent of the deaths among all employed persons In all mdus 
trles between ten and fourteen, and that for the per~od from 
fifteen to nln teen, acc~dents cause 26 per cent of the deaths 

Here IS a last word from a report of the State Factory In 
spector of Illlnols 

"A good malry employers In t h ~ s  State and throughout the 
country are requlrlng every applicant for a job ( m m  or 
woman) to undergo a thorough med~cal examlnatlon I n  order 
that the empl-yer may hlre none but those who are ph\- illy 
perfect, or at least measure up to a hlgh p h y ~ ~ ~  11 ~ ~ J I I L I  ~ r d  

What does t h ~ s  mean and how does ~t aflect the chlld 
labor question? My answer 1s that 11 meaus s~inpiy thit the 
chzld worker of today who by reason oj evzplo,tne~tt d u r ~ n g  
~ L S  znzrnaiure years IS stunted physzcally and zn many zrutan~es 
mentally wzll find h~rnsel/ relected on the labor market when 
he reaches adult age because of hzs znabtlity to pass  he 
rnedzcal exarnznatzons requwed of employees as necesary 
to 0 lob'' 

ET THERE BE NO MISTAKE ABOUT IT The result 
of cbdd labor IS natlonal and race wreckage-noting 

more nor les. 
And smce, In splte of long years of agltatlon, lobbyl~g,  

legdatlon, and supreme court dec~s~ons, chdd labor stdl 
exlsts, what shall be done? I suggest the cegregatlon of the 
pl t~ful  product of these chdd hreaklng plants The race of 
tomorrow has ~ t s  r~gh ts  We at least make a pretence of 
segregatmg the msane, the feeble mn ded and the prostitute 

11 1s true that prostltutton, hke chlld labor, IS considered an 
ev~l-by some a necessary evd-and we lack the nat~onal 
courage to strlke deep at ~ t s  roots But we do segregate pros 
t~tutlon as much as poss~ble Why not segregate t h ~ s  other 
pltlful wreckage, the human product of chdd labor7 

Brutal? Unjust? Yes-but more logical and ne~ther as 
brutal nor as unjust as breakmg these hves In the first place 
At least we mlght keep the culae from multlplylng Itself 
mto the thlrd and fourth generatlons 

Better and saner s t~l l ,  however, 1s for the mothers of these 
c h ~ l d  slaves to take the matter lnto then own hands When 
all IS sald and done, the only cure for chdd labor 1s B ~ r t h  
Control Chdd labor will end when mothers refuse to hrmg 
forth chddren doomed to the labor market before they are 

get an lnkl~ng of how many lwes are broken-broken born 
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The Greater Crime 
By M ~ r ~ r n  Allen de Ford 

The Earth Conrrol Rewew 

SOMETIMES WONDER WHAT experiences of Me, or I what human decency and kmdness, the people can have 
who hold up theu hands m holy horror at the ~dea  of Blrth 
Control Ever slnce I was a young gul, I have seen pmable 
case after case of unwanted ch~ldren, worn out mothers, trag 
edy, disease, aPlct~on-all because an Ignorant man and 
woman "dldn't know what to do " 

My father was a physlclan, and I have had forced upon 
my consciousness one mstance after another of t h ~ s  lamentable 
sltuatlon Here ~s just one case a man dead In a hospltal 
for consumptives, hls wlfe, a M e ,  frall, neurotlc gul, now 
elght months pregnant, wlthout means of support for herself 
or the baby If that chlld Ilves-as humane feelmg must 
hope ~t wlll not-what are ~ t s  chances of health and happl 
ness? 

When 1 left college I went on a blg clty newspaper Here 
-a "story" a day-were more and ever more examples of 
the need of Blrth Control A young couple are marrled, them 
first chlld shows the hltherto unthought of syphlllt~c t a m  
The frenzled mother kllls herself and the chlld, the man IS 

left to a hfetlme of agonued remorse Of course, they should 
not have been marr~ed, but stdl less should they have had 
chlldren 

Once I was secretary to a noted speclahst I shall never 
forget when one day he paced the floor of hls outer ofice- 
he was a gentle, kmdly soul-and finally crled out "I just 
haven't the courage to go m and tell that man what the real 
trouble IS wlth his daughter' Oh, there never should have 
been a daughter m that farmlyl" 

OR A WHILE I DID SOCIAL WORK wlth the g .ds  on 
probation from a blg reform school Twenty per cent 

of those g d s  had hahlesl-every one of the mothers under 
twenty one, some of them as young as fourteen or fifteen 
To be sure, perhaps these poor children-products of slums 
and mlll towns-should never have "sinned", but why must 
all these helpless babm suffer for them? I stood by the 
slde of the c o b  of one of those b a b l e s l t  had dled at three 
weeks of gonorrheal mfectlon-and I thought perhaps ~t was 
the happlest of them all 

My present posltlon entads lntervlews w~ th  a great many 
men and women of the workmg class Once a glrl whom 1 
was questlonlng happened to mentlon that she was one of 
fourteen chlldren 

"All Ilvlng?" I asked 
"Oh no, only four of us are llvlng My mother dled when 

the youngest was horn I am the oldest, and I was seventeen 
then " 

Regard all these cases as exceptions, ~f you will, or as 
callmg for some other remedy than Blrth Control But IS 

there one adult Amencan who has never known a woman 

grown old before her tlme wlth constant chrld bearmg, a man 
chalned to a soul kllllng monotony of labor to support too 
many chlldren, a chlld who exclaimed-as one acquamtance 
of m e  d ~ d ,  many years ago "We are all accldentsr Here 
I stand, an accident'" 

God forbld that any chlld of mlne should ever be able to 
say that dreadful thing truthfully' 

HEN I WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL 1 had a frlend who 
was the adm~rat~on of us all Lattle could play, act, 

smg, palnt, wrlte, do everythmg better than we She was 
effervescent w~ th  anunal spmts, one of the most charmlng 
and vlbrant personal~tles I have ever met Where IS she 
now? She has been marrled seven years, she has five chll 
dren and another commg Two dled at a few months of 
age In the weary, stupld, slatternly woman whose nerves and 
temper are all awry, who alternately slaps and spolls her 
chlldren, wlth achmg heart I defy anyone who knew her 
to dlscover the old Lott~e 

I used to say that rf I were ever tempted to marry, I should 
call on Lottle, and that would cure ~ t '  Fortunately for my 
happmess, she was three thousand mlles away when that temp 
tatlon dld assall me, and so I ylelded But there 1s no dan 
ger of my fallmg Into the slough of despond wh~ch 1s drown 
Ing her-I marrled a man of the twentieth, not the e~ghteenth 
century Whether or not we shall ever have a chdd depends 
on circumstances beyond the control of elther of us But 
untd then I am free to do my own work, made more worth 
whlle through the joys of love and companlonshrp, w~thout 
the hauntmg fear of unwanted maternity-of thrustmg the 
burden of hfe on another human bemg, wlthout belng able 
to guarantee ~t at least a falr chance m 3 decent world 

ND WHY IS IT "AGAINST THE LAW" to convey to A others the mformat~on wh~ch I am fortunate enough to 
possess? Prlmar~ly to keep t h ~ s  knowledge from the work 
Ing class, so that church and state may keep them grlp upon 
them, and capxtallsm he sure of plenty of factory slaves m 
the next generatlon Legslatlon on love, arlsmg from pru 
rlent and dlseased mmds, would be funny ~f ~t were not so 
maddenmg 

We shudder at the European "war bables" But when we 
practically force the helpless, overburdened women of the 
poor to have constant and undesired chlldren, or else forego 
all the natural human longlngs and happlnesses what are we 
dolng but producmg "war bahles" for the struggle of mdus 
trlal competlhon? 
"Cellbacy m a normal hemg," I once heard a celebrated 

lecturer say, "short of a great precedent moral or phys~cal 
catastrophe, 1s a crlme" Granted, but the bearlng of mdls 
crlmnate and hand~capped chlldren 1s In the srght of the 
future an even greater oner 
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The Malthusian Doctrine and its Modern Aspects 
- 

By C V Drysdale, D Ss , M I E E 

(Concluded) 

B EFORE LEAVING THE VERIFICATIONS of the over 
populat~on doctrme, there are two others whlch are of 

mterest, and whlch help to dispose of some of the current 
fallac~es 

A most strikmg confirmat~on of the Malthuslan Darwm~an 
theory and refutat~on of the ~ d e a  that the food supply could 
be easlly Increased 1s glven by the fact that the sea, wh~ch 
1s the great reservoir of all the soluble waste products of the 
earth, IS practically dest~tute of two out of the three most 
essent~al nutrltlve constltuents, vu , nltrogen and phosphorus 
For countless ages the ram has washed out the soluble con 
st~tuents of the sod (at the Rothamstead experimental farm 
a was found that th~ry  seven pounds of nlrogen per acre 
were washed away annually from an unmanured fallow), 
wh~ch have dra~ned through the rlvers Into the sea, waste 
vegetation and an~mals products have been carr~ed lnto ~ t ,  
and In recent years the dramage of the mllhons of people 
In our cltles has contributed Immense quantltles of nltro 
genous materlal to the sea If there were no pressure of llfe 
upon subslstence, the ocean should therefore be a vast store 
of soluble and avallable nuurtlve maierlal as ~t 1s of salt 
But ~f the Darwln~an doctrme of the struggle for existence 1s 
true, ~t follows that the an~mal and vegetable llfe of the sea 
must always be presslng agalnst the means of subs~stence, and 
that they are hungrdy waltlng to absorb any nourlshment as 
fast as ~t arrlves 

One evenmg, a few years ago, I was speculatmg on Henry 
George's lrgenlous "dlsproofs" of the Malthuslan doctrme, 
one of whlch IS that as plants and the lower an~mals reproduce 
more rapldly than man, food tends to Increase faster than 
population, and ~t was obv~ous that the neglected factor In 
the questlon was the amount of nutrltlve mater~al avallable 
The questlon of the product~ve capabllltles of the land was 
obscured by quedlons of land tenures, differences of soil, 
methods of cultwat~on, holdmg land out of cultlvat~on, etc 
But the sea IS not prlvate property, ~t requlres no cult~va 
tlon, and ~t IS nearly un~form m composltlon There 1s 
nothlng to prevent the fish lncreaslng up to then utmost 
capacity, and they are so prollfic that, ~f nourlshment were 
avallable, the whole ocean would be a sohd block of fish In 
the course of a few years And yet ~t IS common knowledge 
among fishermen that fish are gettlng more d~fficult rather 
than more easy to get, qulte apart from any questlon as to 
market. or d~strlbutlon 

It was abundantly clear, therefore, that the explanat~on 
was almost certainly to be found In the entlre absorpt~on 
of he avallable nutriment m the sea by the fish, and that ~f 
thls were true, one or more of the essent~al constltuents of 
hfe should b. mlssmg from sea water 

Fortunately, a book glvlng the analys~s of sea water was 
at hand, and I looked ~t up Here 1s the analysls of sea 
water m the Engl~sh Channel 

Gralns per gallon 
of 70 000 grams 

Chlor~de of Sodmm ---_------ 
Chloride of Potasslum -------_ 
Chlor~de of Magnes~um ------_ 
Brom~de of Magnesium ----_-- 
Sulphate of Magnesla ----__-- 
Sulphate of L~me -----_ ----- 
Carbonate of L~me  ----------- 
L ~ m e  and Arnmon~a ---_------ 

1964 165 
53 585 

256 655 
2 0411. 

16 069 
98 462 
2 310 
traces 

The expectatlon derwed from the Malthuslan Darw~nlan 
doctrme was Instantly confirmed Not even In the Engl~sh 
Channel, wh~ch recetves the dramage from the Thames and 
the Seme, are there more than "traces" of nitrogenous ma 
ter~al, and there 1s not even a trace of phosphates 

To those who are able to grasp w~de  Issues, the slgn~ficance 
of thls s~mple fact 1s Immense It kllls w~th one blow the 
atractlve "plenty for all, ~f ~t were only properly d~str~buted" 
theory It shows that In the ocean, wh~ch covers three fourths 
of the earth's surface, or about 14Q,000,000 square mlles, 
to an average depth of over two mdes, that there 1s a complete 
bar to the Increase of human food, and that Henry George's 
contention that the r a p ~ d  reproductlou of plants and aulmals 
did a n ~ y  1~1th the recesslty for the control of human repro 
duct~on was the most superfic~al nonsense If fertllmng 
matenal IS l~m~ted ,  ~t matters very httle whether the whole 
of the land 1s cult~vated or not It may qulte well be that 
a greater total produce can be ralsed w~th  less labor by mod 
erately lntenslve culture, I e ,  by employing the fert~lulng 
mater~al over a smaller area, whlch can be more conven~ently 
worked (Thls does not m the least confl~ct wlth my statement 
last month that lntenslve culture IS frequently deluslve and 
dangerous, as thls generally means worklng on very small 
areas w~ th  concentrated fertll~zers and spec~al~zed varleties ) 
The land wh~ch 1s "held out of cult~vatlon" 1s not absorbing 
f e r t l l u ~ n ~  mater~al, and ~t IS cont r~but ln~  sorneth~n~ through 
the waahlng away of ~ t s  slowly formlng soluble b~ogeut Into 
the sea to lncrease the supply of fish 

Naturally, thls reasonlng 1s not Intended to just~fy neglect 
of agriculture or unjust land tenure But ~t does show that 

Huxley s Physiography,' p 128 In the same boo!. the Thames 
water at London Brrdge 1s stated as contamng 466 grams of ~nsoluhle 
and 234 grams of soluble organlc matter per gallon The analys~s of 
sea water gwen ~n the Lncyclopiedm Br~tannxa does not even men 
tmn the existence of nltrates or ammonla 

71 have co~ned the words 'bmgen' m analogy w t h  oxygen and 
nltrogen to denote eallectlvely the necessary const~tuents of plant or 
an~mal nutriment m avallable form 
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such quest~ons are of secondary rather than primary lm 
portance, and that it 1s quite poss~ble In these days that the 
scientific util zation of the total and l~mited supply of fertllu 
mg mater~al  over half, o r  even a quarter, of the area of a 
country, may glve a greater total produce than general cult1 
vatlon of the whole land 

Fmally, t h ~ s  example 1s an excellent one of the justificat~on 
of the apparently bombastic c l a m  In the last artlcle that none 
of the great truths of soc~ologv can be underztood unless the 
Malthusian Darw~nlau doctrine 1s kept constantly In mind 
The ahzence of nutriment In sea water was a pure theoretical 
deduct~on from that doctrine, and ~ t s  verdication was almost 
a matter of course 

T H E  WAR, which has now lasted for three years, has 
taught us a number of lessons m soc~ology whlch wdl 

require some t m e  to be brought into perapectlve and to be 
properly understood But one undoubted blessmg whlch has 
prwecded from lt IS that ~t has brought the food questlon 
Into prommence, and has shown that the old easy confidence 
In the possibilltles of food production was unwarranted 
Wlthln a few months of the lnstitut~on of our blockade of 
Germany, the committee preslded over by Prof Eltzbacher 
l s s ~ e d  a report m whlch the needs of the people and the pos 
s b~llt les of suppiylrg them were dealt wlth, and, although 
pol~tlcal considerat~ons no doubt caused them to make them 
report as op lmlstlc as poscible and greatly to undsrestlmate 
the requlrements for healthy existence, the dlfficnlty of mak 
11-g Germany self suppormg was made obvious The im 
portmce of the questlon of avallable f e r t~ l i z~ng  mater~al,  so 
~ n l v e r ~ a l l y  ~gnored In agr~cultural wrltlngs, was also appre 
CI ted Since that tlme Germany has been ahle to drain the 
reeources of B e l g ~ u n ~  and Roumania, and yet her dlstress for  
food is certa~nly severe 

The German counter attack by the submarines forced Great 
Br tam In ~ t s  turn to study the food questlon, and our Royal 
Soclety report (published In July, 1916) gave for the first 
time an estimate of the amounts of the ch~ef  food constltu 
ents avallable for human consumption before the war The 
conclus~on was that In the five year period, 1909 13  inclusive, 
the average annnal amount of home and imported food avad 
ahle, after deduction for feedlng of ammals, e tc ,  was equiva 
lent to 11;0,000 tonnes of protcln, 1,651,000 tonnes of fat, 
and 7,262003 tonne, of carbohydrates, glvlng an energy 
vdue  of 51,024,000 calories Takmg the mean population of 
th: Un~ted Kmgdom d u r ~ n g  the p e r ~ o d  as 45,200 000, and 
77% of t h ~ s  as the e y v a l e n t  in adult males, the dally ratlon 
per man, ~f un~formly dlstr~buted, was given as 113 grammes 
proteid, 130 grammes fat, and 571 grammes of carbohydrate, 
or an energy value of 4,009 calor~es  Compared with the 
renu red ra t~on  as glven In the report, vlz, 100 grammes pro 
terd, 100 grammes fat, and 500 grammes carbo hydrate, 
equ~valei t  to 3,400 calories, there was not only sufficient, but 
a margm for waste 

Th s report, however, like the German one, IS open to crltl 
cmn,  and hqs been strongly crltic~zed upon med~cal authority 
In  the Br~trsh Med~cal lournal  of 12th May, 1917, Dr M S - 

Pembrey, M A ,  Lecturer m Physiology at Guy's Hospital, 
gave data as to the recognized requlrements under varlous con 
dl t~ons  There seems to be no doubt that the proteld ratlou 
ought to be larger than the above, Atwater's figures for a 
man In moderate work, nhlch have been generally accepted, 
requiring 125 grammes proteld Dr Pembrey gave examples 
of actual rations the Brltlsh army mlnmum In South 
Africa containing 138 gr proteid, and the U S A army 
peace ratlon 157 gr , whlle the Scottlsh convicts on hard labor 
(nhlch 1s taken as "moderate labor") recewe 173 g r ,  and 
the Engllsh convlcts 177 gr proteld It IS hdrdly l~he ly  that 
these ratlons are very excessive, so that the Royal Society's 
new standard of 100 grammes appears to be dec~dedly below 
the mark, and to have been adopted, hke the German one, to 
make a better showmg Even on the moderate standard, 125 
g r ,  of Atwater, the avilable ratlon of 113 gr given by the 
Royal Society report rs ten per cent short 

But the figures are open to criticism on another ground 
The ava~lable ratlon has been obta~ned by deducting certaln 
estimated allowances from the total food supply, whlch IS 

much the same as if a man were to estlmate hls bank balance 
from hls income and h ~ s  estmated expenditure Everyone 
knows that this 1s almost certam to give far too high a result, 
and ~t 1s pretty certain that the Royal Society report has ma 
ter~ai ly  over estimated the avallable ratlon In thls way No 
allowance appears to have been made for unavoidable waste 
or for the feedmg of domestlc anlmals Had the estnnate 
been checked by considering the actual budgets of fam~lles 
of varlous incomes, ~t 1s h ~ g h l y  probable that there would 
have been a considerable discrepancy According to the nell  
known figures of Prof Bowley, there were before the war 
320,000 adult men earnmg less than 15s per week, 640,000 
from 15s to 20s , 1,600,000 from 20s to 255, and 1,680,000 
from 25s to 305, or a total of four mlllons (representing, 
wlth their famil~es, probably about half the population of 
the country) havmg a maximum wage of 30s per week The 
investigations of Rowntree and of Mrs Pember Reeves showed 
conclusively that, on the basls of the prewar  prlces, the 
majonty of these people would have deficiencies of proteln 
In then diet varymg from 20 to 40 per cent, so that, unless 
we assume great excess amongst the remainder (an assump 
tion certamly unwarranted m the bulk of the middle classes), 
there must have been a considerable deficiency m the average 
ratlon of the whole country 

LTHOUGH, THEREFORE, BOTH the German and Brrtish A reports c l a m  that there was suficient. and mdeed a small 
surplus, of subsistence for all before the war, their own figures 
d~stinctly mdlcate a deficiency of nitrogenous or proteld food, 
and t h ~ s  defic~ency IS almost certa~nly less than the actual one 
1" any case, a valuable start has been made in the comp~la t~on  
of these figures, and they wlll, no doubt, lead In future to 
a more sclentrlic treatment of the food problem 

Exper~ence smce these reports were ~ssued has shown that 
they were certamly too optlmistlc Germany has not only 
made strenuous efforts to prov~de her own food on the lmes 
of the Eltzbacher report, hut she has drained Belglum and 
Roumanla, and has made great efTorts towards the electr~cal 
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product~on of nltrates But wlth all this, the defic~ency of 
food appears to be terrlhle And, as regards the world as 
a whole, the reports of the International Inst~tute of A g r ~  
culture at Rome and others show a considerable decrease in 
the product~on of cereals 

The h'em Sfatesman of August 25th contamed an artmle, en 
tltled "A World Famme," in whlch lt says 

"In sylte of frantlc efforts to mamtaln and to increase pro 
duct~on, the aggregate wheat harvests of the world have been 
vear by year falling behlnd the needs of the growlng popula 
tl0PS " 

And ~t goes on to clalm that for several years after the 
war "there w ~ l l  not be enough to go round" The impllca 
tlon In the a r t d e  1s that thls short-ge is due prmclpally to 
the conversion of thirty milhons of peasants mto soldlers and 
fifteen mllllon men and women into munltlon workers But 
this can hardly be an adequate explanation The populat~on 
of the world is now nearly two thousand m~llious, of which 
about half, or one thousand mllllons, would be adult men 
and women The removal of forty five mdllons for war work 
1s therefore not a very large factor, and thls has largely been 
counterbalanced by the employment of women and of md 
chiuery In agrlculture, and by the greater attention and effort 
glven to 1t 

On the other hand, Slr Willlam Crookes pointed out in 
1858 that the question of the world's supply of nitrates was 
becomms a serlous one, and hls prognostlcatlom have been 
just~fied by the d e f i c ~ e n c ~  of protelds revealed m the above 
report, and the anxlety whlch the German authorltles have 
shown concernmg the supply of nltrogenous fertlllzers And, 
as we pointed out m The ilJalfhus~an of June, 1916, thts dlffi 
culty has been enormously increased by the destruction of 
n trates In the war The great bulk of the explosives em 
ployed are nltrogeu compounds averagmg about 14 or 15 per 
cent of nltrogen, so that a tone of average explo~lve means 
about 300 Ibs of fixed nltrogen wh~ch 1s "dlssoclated" or ren 
dcred useless when exploded Accordmg to Huxley, an ave 
rage adult man requlres 5 5 kdos (or about 12 Ibs ) of fixed 
nltrogen annually, so that each ton of exploslve takes away 
the whole nltrogenous subsistence of twenty five adult persons 
How much exploslve has been used In the war we cannot say 
(probably soinethmg like half the welght of the projectiles 
fired), but ~t must be many mllllons of tons, and thls would 
amply explam the reduced harvests, wlthout any quest~on of 
labor 

I F  THIS BE THE explanation, as appears likely, ~t shows (as 
we ha\e  contended for many  ears) that the available nltro 

gen 1s the true crux of the ~ r o b l e m ,  and that there 1s a very 
drqst~c Innit to population, whlch those who talk of the pos 
s l b l l ~ t ~ e s  of agrlculture have entlrely mlssed The ava~lahle  

nitrogen wlll Increase by solar actlon, agrlculture, and elec 
t r l c ~ l  action, but only at a slow rate, and the world ~ o ~ u l a  
t ~ o n  wlll only be able to mcrease slowly w ~ t h  it 

If our contention IS correct that the world's populat~on IS 

normally llmlted by the food supply, ~t appears almost cer 
t i ln that the reduced harvests must have been attended by 
severe famlne In the poorer countries llke Indla and Chma 

The censorship probably prevents our hearmg of thls, but the 
fact that the questlon of Indlan Home Rule IS bemg cons~d  
ered durmg the war, and that the Secretary for Indla finda ~t 
advisable to take a journey there at  present, IS at least s ~ g  
nlficant When the curtain IS Ilfted, we fear 1t may reveal 
a f a m ~ n e  such as has not occurred for many years 

THE END 

The Campaign Against Child Labor 
(Connnued from page 71 

attendance laws, contlnuatlon school laws, and provlslous for 
lmproved school admmlstratlon were passed In many stites 
Several states created children's code commlsslons for the 
purpose of studymg and co ordmating exlstmg laws concern 
m g  children--child labor laws, school labs, heilth laws, pro 
vlsions for recreation and the care of delinquent and de 
pendent ch~ldren, and provision for mothers' penalons Ala 
bama created a Chlld Welfare Department to admmater the 
ch~ldren's provlslons in ~ t s  laws 

Much remains to be done, however, before the chlldren 
of 4merlca wdl have attamed a full measure of protection 
By far the greatest number of ch~ldren l~sted as giinfully 
employed are found In occupitlons not affected by the fed 
era1 1iw and of whlch most of the state statutes take no 
cognizance In the 1910 census, 1,423 530 chlldren ae re  
llsted workmg on farms An uncountable number of chd 
dren are working on clty streets Yet only twenty two states - 

(Continued on next page) 

Woman: Her Sex and Love Life 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN 
By WILLIAM J ROBINSON, A1 D 

T H I S  IS one of Dr Rohnson's most important and 
most useful books It 1s not devoted to ab-tru-e 

dlscusslors or doubtful theories ~t 1s full of p rm~lcn l  
~nrorm-tlon of v ~ t d  Importance to every woman and 
throtgh her to every man, to every wife and through 
her to every husbind 

The slmple, pr ic t~cal  pomts cortamed In ~ t s  pige. 
would rendm m ~ l l ~ o n s  of homes happler abodes than 
they are now, they would pre\ent the dl-ruptlon of minr 
a f a m ~ l y ,  they show how to hold the love of a min lion 
to prescne sevr~i l  i t t r ic t~on,  how to remwn ).ormg 
beyo d the usually allotted age The book de-trov. 
many Injbrlous errors ind  wper-tl t~ons and te~che. 
trr ths that hale nexer been presented In any other Looh 
before In short t h ~ s  book not only Imn rrts mere-tmz 
flcts, ~t elves P r i ~ t l ~ 7 1  p01nt4 ~ + h ~ c I i  w ~ l i  m lke thou-md. 
of women and thorrsind* of men happ~er  hei l th~er  ~11d  
more s-t~sfied wlth 11fe Certa~n chapters or even 
par-griphs are alone worth the prlce of the book 

illustrated 412 Pages Cloth Bound Prlce $3 
Order Dzrect 

THE CRITIC AND GUIDE 
12 West Mt Morns Park New York Caty 

Dr Rob~nson ' s  Never  To ld  Ta les  $1 00 



attempt t o  regulate street wadmg  by  young chrldren, and  no 
mate regulates t he  employment of c h ~ l d r e n  m agrrculture 
The etreet boy buys  h ~ s  "mdependence" a t  t he  prlce of an 
ugly famrl rar~ty  w ~ t h  street v r c e ~ t  has been declared that  
&eet workers con t r~bu t e  5 0  per  cent  of the juvenrle de lm 
quency whlch comes before our  courts The  ch~ld conscripts 
of truck gardens, cotton a n d  sugar beet fields pay h e a d y  
m loss of schoo11ngdO per cent of t he  chlldren of the Unrted 
States lrve m ru r a l  commuultles, yet ~t 1s m rura l  commu 
nlties that  compulsory school attendance laws are  least enforc 
able 

I 
THE LOUISE OLIVEREAU CASE 

Trlri and speech t o  the j u r j  In Federal Court of Seattle 
W a s h ,  November 1917 
Proceeds derived from the sale of thls pamphlet t o  be 
used for the benefit of pohtxcal prisoners 

64 pages Prlce 25 cents 
Mtnn~e Parkhurst, Pubhsher 

516 Thrrd Avenue West  Seattle, Washnngton 1 
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MARRIAGE 

As It Was, I s  and  SHOULD BE By Anme Besank A 

new edrtion of tha t  mtensely rnteresting Brochure, 2% 

A few copres of No 1, The  Scarlet Renew,  2% each 

"The Crucible," agnostic, samples, 4 d~fferent ,  lOc, 
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Birth Control Organizations 
II IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES IN THE UNITED STATES 

The Federation of Neo Malthuman Leagues 
Dr Alice Drysdale Vlckery, President 

EncLANo (1877) -The Malthusian League Secretary, Dr 
Blnnle Dunlop, 48 Broadway, WesMlnster, London, S W  
Penodrcal. The Malrhusurn. 

H e m n o  (1885) -De Nleuw Malthuelaanache Bond Secretary, 
Dr J Dutgers, 9 Verhulststraat, Den Haag. Penodrcal, Het 
Gellrkkcg Hutsgenn. 

GERMANY (1889) - S o d  Harmonlache Verein Secmary, Herr 
M Hausmelster Stuttgan PenodrcaL D I ~  S o d e  H m o w  

FRANCE (1895) -G Hardy, 29 Rue P~xerecourt, Pans Pen  
o d d  Generahon Consclente 

SPUN (1904) - l ga  Espanola de Regeneraelon Humana. Secre 
tan,  Senor Lula BulL, Calle Provenza, 177, Pral la, Bar 
cclona Penod~cal, Sdu  y Fuerzn 

Bucrua! (1906) - l g u e  Neo-Malhusrenne Secaary, Dr 
Fernand Mascaux, Echenn. Courcelles 

SW~TZERLAND (1908) -4roupe  Malthus~en Secretary, Valentln 
Grandlean, 106 Rue des Eaux Vlves, Geneva Penodrcal, 
L a  V I ~  lntmc 

BOHEMIAAUSTRIA (1901) --Secretary, Mlchael Kachq 1164 
h h o v  Prague Perlodlcal Zadruhy 

PORTUGAL-E &IvB, Jun~or. L da ~ e m o n a ,  6 r/e, Llshon 
Penodrcal Paz e L~berdade 

BRAZIL (1905) -&clon Brasllena de Propaganda Secmarrea, 
Manuel Moscosa, Rua d'Bento Ptres 29, San Pahlo, Antonlo 
Domlnlgues Rue Vucande de Moranguapez 25 Rlo de Janeno 

Cuen (1907) -Secclon de Propaganda Secretary. Jose Guardr 
01% Empedrado 14, Havana 

S ~ E N  (1911) -Sallakapn for Humsn~tar Barnalstnng Pres 
ldent Mr Hmke Bergegren Vanadlsvagen 15 Stockholm, Va 

ITALY (1913) -Lega Neomalthuslana ltallana Vla Lamarmom 22, 
Turln Penodlcal L'Educazzone Sesrunle 

AFRICA -Llgue Neo Malthumense, Ma~son du Peuple, 10 Rampe 
Magenta Alger 

ANN ARBOR, MICE -We L A Rhoade, 1318 Foreat Court. 
BANCOR, ME.-Dr P E Lucc, 40 Central Street 
PHILMUPH~,  PA-& L A Young, 5152 Haverford Avenua 
CHICAGO, ILL-lllmots Bvth Control League 

Secretary, Mrs. B E Page, 521 Longwood Ave, Glencoc, IIl. 
CLEVELAND, Omo-Bcrth Control League of Oho Mn A. W 

Newman, 10601 Ashbury Avenue, s ~ ~ r e t a r y  
Dsmer~,  MICH-Mra Jesslc A. Rene, 919 BrooLlyn Avenue. 
ELIZABETH C I ~ ,  N C- Mr and MT. W 0 Saunders 
HARRISBURG, PA-George A Hemng, 1804 Penn Street 
Los ANQELFS, CL-Dr T Perc~val Getnoa 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN-The Mcnnnrpolu Bwd Control League 

Mra Helen C. Thornsen, 1208 Vmcent Avenue, N ,  secretary 
N m  Yom 

The Commutee of One Thousand Dr Ira S Wde, 230 W 
97th Street, chauman 

In ter~honnl  B~rth Control League Dr Wm J Rob~umn, 
Premdent, 12 Mt Morns Park West 

The N m n a l  Bcrth Control League 200 Fdth Avenue. 
Mrs Marwell Hyde 

The Womn s Cornnuttee of One Hundred Mn Amos Pm 
chot, chauman, 9 East 81st Street 

Voluntm Parenthood League. 206 Broadway MW W m  
Dennett, Duector 

MBURCE, PA-The Bzrth Control League of Western Penn 
sylvllnur Rlta F Stem 921 Mellon S t ,  Plttnburgh, Pa. 
secretary 

PORTLAND, On~-The Bwth Cantrol League of Portland M n  
J R Oatman, 549 F~fth Street, secretary 

R ~ N O R ,  PA-The Macn L~ne  Branch of the Nanonal Wrth Con- 
trol League -Mn Walter M Newkuk, secretary 

ROCBESTWI. N Y -A L Howner, 227 Parsells Avenue 
ST Lours Mo --Grace Anderson Supenntendent of Muntclpal 

Nurses Cxty Dspenaary, 11th and Chestnut Streets 
Sr PAUL, MIWN-The M~nnesotn State Btrth Control League 

Secretary Mm Grace M Keller, 23G Vernon Ave. St Paul  
S e ~ r n e ,  WASB -The Seattle Wrth Control League M~nnle 

Parkhumt, 516 Third Ave West, Seattle, Wash., secretar). 

H MEYICO (-918) -Mexman Bmh Control League, Secretanes Mr Srr~wrr, N J-Rev Franklrn C Doan 
and Mrs Llnn A E Gale, P 0 Box 518 Mexrco D F ,  WASHINGTON D C-The Bcrth Control League of the Drcmct of 
Memo Penod~cals Gale's (Englsh) and El Comunwta Columbzu M n  Anna Wexler, 1% New Hampahue Ave. 
(Spansh) prmdent 


